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General  Review 


Eestriction  of  purchases  by  industrial  and  transportation  com¬ 
panies  to  actual  current  needs,  the  beginning  of  the  vacation  season 
causing  a  further  curtailment  in  the  already  meager  domestic  market, 
and  the  falling  of  the  national  lioliday  in  the  middle  of  the  week, 
liave  combined  to  make  the  week  now  closing  a  quiet  and  uneventful 
()..  ’’n  the  coal  trade.  While  the  form  of  keeping  offices  open  has 

been  kept  up,  except  on  Independence  Day  itself,  very  little  more 
than  the  sheerest  routine  business  seems  to  have  been  transacted  in 
most  quarters.  Even  those  markets  which  have  been  showing  the 
most  R+T-ength  and  which  expect  a  continuance  of  as  good  or  better 
business,  have  joined  in  the  general  relaxation  of  the  first  week 
in  July. 

In  the  east  particularly  it  seems  to  be  expected  that  this  quietude, 
always  characteristic  of  tlie  season,  will  continue  through  the  month. 
This  is  so  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  that  it  is  not  regarded  in  the 
least  as  being  indicative  of  any  unusual  or  disastrous  condition  of 
affairs.  In  the  Avest,  hoAvever,  the  Aveek,  in  its  general  fiatness,  has 
been  such  a  repetition  of  many  preceding  weeks  that  it  has  simply 
added  that  mucli  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  men  accustomed  to  con¬ 
tinuous  activity  and  Avho  hence  feel  keenly  the  long-enforced  period 
of  stagnation.  Had  the  run  of  business  through  June  been  as  good, 
week  by  week,  as  on  the  seaboard  the  brief  respite  would  have  been 
Avelcomed. 

From  present  indications  no  marked  improvement  in  bus  ness 
need.be  looked  for  prior  to  the  middle  of  next  month.  Then  the  more 
forehanded  domestic  consumers,  those  Avho  are  not  forced  by  their 
circumstances  to  buy  their  coal  a  little  at  a  time  through  the  winter, 
Avill  begin  to  anticipate  their  future  needs  with  more  effectiveness 
than  now,  and  their  orders  Avill  commence  flowing  in  to  the  retailers 
‘  in  large  volume.  As  the  stocking  of  coal  for  winter  use  by  the 
domestic  trade  has  thus  far  been  much  beloAV  normal  in  most  parts 
of  the  country,  AAdien  the- movement  does  begin  it  will  be  sufficiently 
strong  and  urgent  to  tax  facilities.  This  prospect  is  already  caus¬ 
ing  the  far  sighted  to  talk  of  an  approaching  car-famine  equaling, 
.i  if  not  exceeding,  anything  of  recent  years. 

o  The  anthracite  trade  is  in  such  large  proportion  a  domestic 
proposition  that  the  increased  reluctance  of  consumers  to  buy  early 
in  the  season  is  making  the  trade  more  and  more  quiet  the  country 
over.  This  has  been  true  in  the  west  for  so  many  weeks  that  the 
condition  has  become  chronic.  It  has  been  the  east  which  has  kept 
the  mines  running  arid  the  cars  moving.  But  now  the  markets  there, 
■  Avhich  have  been  taking  the  anthracite  output  in  good  quantities 
and  in  some  instances  clamoring  for  more,  seem  to  have  about  reached 
the  limit  of  rapid  absorption.  They  are  reporting  at  best  a  fairly 
steady  but  only  light  demand,  Avith  a  further  falling  off  sure  to  re¬ 
sult  from  the  further  advance  in  price,  and  continuing  slack  until 
necessity  compels  heavier  buying. 

It  had  been  expected  that  this  natural  falling  off  in  the  sea¬ 
board  and  all-rail  trade  would  be  offset,  at  least  in  part,  by  in- 
/  creased  demands  for  .shipment  by  the  lakes.  Instead  a  decrease 
-J  is  reported  in  this  demand.  Shipments  by  lake  from  Buffalo  in 
A  June  Avere  nearly  61,500  tons  below  the  same  month  last  year,  and 
the  consignments  for  the  past  Aveek  aggregated  only  57,700  tons,  all 
taken  by  only  six  ports. 

Temporary  Shutting  Down  of  Anthracite  Mines. 

With  this  general  decrease  in  absorption,  added  to  the  fact  that 
steam  sizes  are  in  so  much  lighter  demand  as  to  make  tlieir  storage 
burdensome,  it  is  obviously  an  act  of  Avisdom  on  the  paid  of  the 
collieries  to  make  a  radical  restriction  of  production.  Several  liave 
shut  down  for  this  entire  week,  and  all  for  a  part  of  the  Aveek,  Avith  a 
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possibility  of  a  longer  suspension  on  Jhe  part  of  at  least  some.  'J'lir 
dropping  out  of  a  single  week’s  production  Avill  give  great  relief  to  tin- 
market,  and  even  after  resuming  Avork  it  is  likely  that  there  will  bo 
considerable  restriction  during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 

All  reports  from  AA'estem  markets  concur  in  the  statement  thai 
Avhat  little  life  Ava.s  loft  in  the  anthracite  trade  disappeared  Avith  the 
July  change  of  jirioo.  The  all-rail  shipmonis  continue  very  light,  but 
even  at  that  it  is  sufficiently  difficult  to  place  the  coal  as  it  arrive.-;, 
and  efforts  to  croAvd  the  market  meet  with  little  success. 

Reports  From  the  Bituminous  Trade. 

The  chief  strength  of  the  bituminous  market  for  Pennsylvania 
and  West  Virginia  products  is  to  be  found  in  the  heavy  demands  of 
the  lake  business.  Coal  is  moving  to  the  lake  ports  in  large  volume, 
it  being  realized  that  steady  and  continuous  Avork  will  be  necessary 
in  order  to  get  forAvard  enough  coal  to  equal  the  available  consump¬ 
tion  of  next  Avinter,  before  navigation  closes.  Large  as  is  the  dock 
capacity  at  the  upper  lake  ports,  it  is  estimated  that  they  must  be 
emptied  and  refilled  from  two  to  three  times  if  the  fullest  advantage 
is  taken  of  prospective  demands. 

Prices,  outside  certain  depressed  centers,  are  reported  as  being 
Avell  maintained.  This  is  true  in  a  iioteAvorthy  degree  of  the  smoke¬ 
less  coals  which  have  held  so  absolutely  firm  that  rumors  are  alloat 
of  an  increase  in  price  earlier  in  the  season  than  usual,  possibly 
quite  in  advance  of  September  first 

Hocking  coal  has  been  moving  to  the  lakes  in  heaA’y  quantities 
since  the  Ohio  resumption  of  Avork,  ostensibly  and  really  to  make 
up  for  lost  time.  But  an  added  reason  is  now  given  in  the  reappear¬ 
ance  of  the  strike  cloud.  It  Avas  understood  that  the  tentative  re¬ 
sumption  of  work  by  the  miners  Avas  to  be  made  permanent  by  means 
of  district  conferences  in  Avhich  the  tAvo  parties  Avere  to  meet  in  a 
conciliatory  spirit  and  adjust  the  differences  remaining  after  tlie 
acceptance  of  the  scale  of  1903  by  the  operators.  It  Ava.R  supposed 
that  this  great  concession  Avas  to  be  reciprocated  by  the  minei's 
through  the  AvithdraAval  of  other  conditions  heretofore  prevailing, 
and  Avhich  the  operators  had  found  too  onerous  to  be  borne. 

Instead  of  this  the  miners  came  up  to  the  Wheeling  conference 
in  a  stubborn,  not  to  say  defiant,  mood.  They  took  the  concession 
of  the  1903  scale  as  a  settled  matter  for  Avhich  absolutely  no  return 
should  be  asked  or  expected,  and  stood  obstinately  for  a  reneAval  of 
all  the  objectionable  conditions  of  the  agreement  of  1903.  After 
holding  the  operators  three  days  in  fruitless  discussion  the  miners 
further  announced  that  even  if  they  Avished  to  make  further  con¬ 
cessions,  their  instructions  Avould  make  this  impogsible. 

The  East  Palatine  and  Washingtonville  district  conference  at 
Salem  ended  in  a  similar  manner,  and  no  better  result  is  hoped  for 
from  the  Massillon  district  conference  this  Aveek.  The  outcome  of 
this  all-round  disagreement  is  still  uncertain,  but  it  is  feared  that 
the  strike  Avill  again  become  general.  Eeports  indicate  that  in  sm  li 
an  event  another  stubborn  fight  will  ensue,  with  many  mines  going 
at  once  onto  a  straight  non-union  basis. 

The  Avestern  bituminous  market  has  not  developed  anything 
startling  or  even  neAv.  The  stagnation  as  to  demand  and  the  Ioav 
fluctuating  prices  of  the  last  feAV  Aveeks  have  simply  continued  to  be 
the  predominating  characteristics,  Avith  the  outlook  for  the  immediate 
future  too  uncertain  to  make  it  safe  ground  for  prophecy.  .Vecording 
to  some  close  observers  of  the  market  and  of  the  conditions  which 
affect  it,  by  the  middle  of  the  month  most  Avestern  railroads  and  also 
the  large  industrial  plants  Avill  have  their  stock  piles  exhausted, 
and  begin  heavy  buying.  The  general  opinion  is,  hoAvever,  tliat  no 
radical  change  can  take  place  for  several  AA'eeks. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West. 


Office  of  Tiie  Black  Diamond, 
CiiiCACo,  July  5. 

No  siiisle  event  of  n(»tewor)hy  or  over¬ 
whelming  importance  has  occurred  ip  'ox,  about 
Chicago,  or  in  connectu  n  with  tlte.  w/jstern 
coal  trade  to  disturb  conditions  or  t&.'cautie 
even  a  ripple  in  the  general  state  of  du-'}ness, 
not  to  say  stagnation  which  has  pfev^ilpd'  for 
several  weeks  in  most  bta.n.ches' of  llie  Jjvn.ie. 

I’rices  on  most  of  tlie  eastern  bituminous 
products  have  remained  fairly  steady,  but  the 
oiien  market  prices  on  the  western  and  espe¬ 
cially  Illinois  coals  have  continued  weak  and 
lluctuating.  Contracts  continue  to  be  closed 
up,  and  in  some  (juarters  substantial  progress 
seems  to  have  been  made  in  this  direction. 
The  anthracite  demand,  after  a  Hurry  during 
the  closing  days  of  last  month,  immediately 
dropped  back  to  its  former  state  of  sluggish¬ 
ness.  Production  in  the  western  bituminous 
fields  is  still  in  e.xcess  of  the  supply  healthy  for 
the  debilitated  market,  although  it  is  far  be¬ 
low  the  normal,  not  to  say  the  possible  pro¬ 
ducing  capacity  of  the  mines. 

Efforts  to  Force  Market  Useless. 

As  the  unavoidable  result  of  excessive  pro¬ 
duction  and  the  conseciuent  necessity  for  find¬ 
ing  a  place  for  the  product,  efforts  to  force  the 
sale  of  coal  at  this  time  of  year  on  the  part 
of  producers  and  their  Chicago  selling  repre¬ 
sentatives  have  resulted  in  a  ragged  market 
on  nearly  all  western  coals  and  on  some  of 
the  more  eastern  bituminous  descriptions,  with 
prices  variable  from  day  to  day  and  almost 
from  hour  to  hour,  creating  a  wide  range  of 
values  in  current  trading.  Hocking  and  smoke¬ 
less  coals  are  offered  on  circular  basis  and  have 
been  successfully  held  there,  and  possibly  one 
or  two  other  descriptions,  held  in  control  be¬ 
cause  of  a  limited  number  of  producers,  have 
remained  firm.  But  the  raggedness  heretofore 
largely  confined  to  western  coals  has  begun 
to  have  an  effect  on  their  eastern  competitors, 
making  the  market  difficult  to  gauge  in  some 
of  its  features. 

As  to  the  total  volume  of  business  which 
has  been  transacted,  there  seems  to  be  as  much 
difference  of  opinion  as  there  is  variation  in 
prices.  Some  of  the  leading  factors  complain 
of  unusual  quietness,  while  others  maintain 
that  they  have  received  a  larger  number  of  or¬ 
ders  during  the  past  week  than  they  did  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  immediately  preceding.  The  lat¬ 
ter  class,  however,  are  in  the  minority.  Prob¬ 
ably  it  is  correct  that  where  extraordinary  ef¬ 
forts  have  been  put  forth  in  getting  after  busi¬ 
ness,  backed  by  sufficient  capital  and  the  right 
brand  of  business  methods,  results  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  sort  have  been  obtained,  and  probably  sat¬ 
isfactory  results  if  the  work  was  done  outside 
Chicago  and  its  immediate  environs.  Gener¬ 
ally  speaking,  however,  the  past  week  has 
been  a  quiet  one,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  coal  tonnage  handled  in  a  way  not 
detrimental  rather  than  beneficial  to  genuine 
trade  interests  has  not  been  all  that  could  have 
been  wished,  even  after  making  all  due  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  loss  of  ti  day  or  more  by  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  national  holiday. 

Opinions  as  to  Prospects  of  Betterment. 

Opinions  as  to  the  probability  of  betterment 
in  the  near  future  are  as  much  at  variance 
as  are  the  statements  as  to  satisfactoriness  of 
present  prices  and  volume  of  sales.  If  num¬ 
bers  count,  the  outlook  for  the  next  six  weeks 
is  anything  but  desirable,  the  majority  in  the 
trade  evidently  seeing  but  little  reason  for  ex¬ 
pecting  any  decided  change  in  market  condi¬ 
tions  short  of  the  middle  of  next  month,  if 
prior  to  September  first. 

On  the  other  hand,  several  authorities  con¬ 
curred  in  basing  hope  on  the  reduction  of  the 
stock  piles  which  have  been  the  constant  drag 
on  the  market  since  their  accumulation  in 
March.  These  observers  state  that  most  of 
the  railroads,  throughout  the  summer  thus  far, 
have  been  off  the  market  or  at  best  have  been 
but  insignificant  factors  on  the  market,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  draw  upon  their  immense  stock  piles 


until  they  were  nearly  or  quite  cleaned  up. 

These  more  hopeful  observers  say  that  the 
railway  stock  piles  are  now  nearly  exhausted, 
and  that  they  will  have  largely  ceased  to  be 
a  factor  by  the  first  of  the  coming  week.  One 
or  two  leading  systems  are  reported  as  already 
being  incpiirers  for  early  supply,  with  the  oth¬ 
ers  expected  to  follow  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days.  It  is  believed  that  this  will  help  the 
Chicago  market  if  producers  will  be  content 
to  turn  their  surplus  output  on  the  present 
basis  over  to  the  railroads,  without  letting  this 
new  market  inveigle  them  into  an  expansion 
of  production  sufficient  to  counterbalance  the 
gain. 

Stock  Piles  Nearly  Exhausted. 

Regarding  the  stock  piles  accumulated  in  the 
spring  by  the  large  industrial  consumers,  the 
same  authorities  believe  that  another  vyeek’s 
inroads  on  them  will  reduce  them  to  insignifi¬ 
cant  proportions  where  they  remain  at  all. 
Hope  of  increased  demand  for  coal  is  based 
on  this  estimate  coupled  with  expectation  of 
continued  prosperity  in  the  manufacturing 
trades.  In  connection  with  these  greater  out¬ 
lets  for  product,  the  threshing  trade  is  now 
beginning  to  come  in,  and  for  the  next  few 
weeks  will  contribute  an  appreciable  volume 
of  business. 

Apart  from  the  lightness  of  the  demand, 
which,  in  fact,  should  have  been  met  by  a 
corresponding  curtailment  of  mining,  the  chief 
cause  of  the  unsatisfactory  and  unprofitable 
condition  of  the  'Chicago  market  is  to  be 
found  in  the  dumping  onto  this  market  of  all 
surplus  product,  resulting  in  a  volume  of  coal 
going  to  demurrage  sufficient  to  upset  all  cal¬ 
culations.  It  is  this  car-service  stock  w'hich 
has  played  havoc  with  the  stability  of  prices 
and  sent  many  of  the  usually  steady  buyers 
into  the  bargain-hunting  class.  The  effect 
thus  produced  is  altogether  disproportionate  to 
the  amount  of  coal  actually  on  the  tracks, 
which  is  not  so  great  but  that  if,  as  pointed 
out  above,  the  producers  will  go  a  little  slower 
than  the  next  increasing  demand  in  increasing 
output,  they  can  readily  put  an  end  to  the 
demoralization  of  prices. 

Chicago  Conditions  Not  General  in  West. 

Producers  do  not  think  of  sending  consign¬ 
ment  coal  to  the  other  cities  and  towns  of 
the  west  as  they  do  to  Chicago.  Shipments 
to  these  points  are  made  only  in  fulfillment 
of  actual  orders.  The  conditions  prevailing  in 
Chicago  therefore  do  not  extend  outside  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  this  city.  The  general 
state  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  central  west, 
Chicago  apart,  is  said  to  be  good  for  this  sea¬ 
son,  keeping  up  with  the  normal  record  of  pre¬ 
vious  years.  As  old  contracts  expire  little 
more  than  the  usual  time  and  effort  is  required 
to  negotiate  renewals,  and  at  prices  seemingly 
satisfactory  alike  to  wholesaler  and  customer. 

In  Illinois  coals  the  market  of  the  last  seven 
days  has  been  especially  weak.  Over  produc¬ 
tion  has  been  quite  general  and  the  bulk  of 
the  car-service  coal  on  the  local  tracks  has 
originated  in  the  mines  of  this  state.  Doubt¬ 
less  many  operators  would  be  glad  to  make  a 
further  reduction  in  the  volume  of  their  pro¬ 
duction,  did  they  not  believe  that  they  have 
already  reached  a  minimum,  reduction  below 
which  would  mean  the  drifting  away  of  their 
miners  to  other  fields,  leaving  them  short- 
handed  and  unable  to  secure  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  hands  when  business  does  revive  later 
in  the  summer.  So,  while  expecting  no  ma¬ 
terial  improvement  for  some  weeks,  they  feel 
obliged  to  keep  on  at  the  present  pace,  selling 
as  best  they  can  under  the  circumstances. 

Wide  Range  of  Western  Prices. 

The  Springfield  product  shows  an  especially 
wide  range  in  the  prices  quoted.  As  nearly  as 
can  be  stated  under  existing  conditions,  the 
standard  basis  of  prices  runs  about  as  follows: 
Six-inch  lump,  $1.25@1.40  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or 
$a.00@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  one  and  one-half¬ 


inch  lump,  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $1.85@ 
1.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  one  and  one-half  to  three- 
inch  nut,  $1.20(^1.30  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $1.95@2.05 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  These  prices  are  said  to  have 
been  fairly  well  maintained  on  contracts  and 
in  territory  outside  the  influence  of  local  Chi¬ 
cago  conditions,  but  in  this  city  they  have 
scaled  down  from  these  figures  through  a  wide 
range,  $1..">5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  being  a  not  unu¬ 
sual  price  for  inch  and  a  quarter  coal  when 
subject  to  demurrage  charges. 

Similar  variations  arc  to  be  found  in  south¬ 
ern  Illinois  products,  according  to  whether  sold 
in  Chicago  or  outside,  and  whether  on  contract, 
on  open  market,  or  at  demurrage.  Standard 
(luotations  for  the  prepared  sizes  range  from 
$1.15@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.15@2.40  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago;  smaller  sizes,  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  mine, 
or  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  $1.15 
f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screen¬ 
ings,  70(a;85c  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $1.70@1.85  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Northern  Illinois  operators,  finding 
the  larger  part  of  their  market  outside  Chicago, 
are  not  as  much  affected  by  local  conditions  as 
the  rest  of  the  state.  They  are  maintaining 
their  prices,  as  previously  quoted,  and  report 
a  constant  though  slow  improvement  in  busi¬ 
ness,  with  conditions  not  yet  back  to  normal. 
This  is  for  outside  trade.  As  they  find  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  flat  and  overloaded  with  consign¬ 
ment  shipments,  they  say  they  prefer  not  to 
attempt  any  volume  of  Chicago  business  rather 
than  to  plunge  into  price  cutting. 

Indiana  producers  seem  to  be  continuing 
their  policy  of  restricted  production,  at  least, 
comparatively  little  is  heard  of  the  Indiana 
article  at  a  time  when  “the  less  said  the  greater 
virtue.”  W'ith  the  strike  settled  in  the  block 
coal  field,  this  product  is  coming  onto  the  mar¬ 
ket.  and  is  quoted  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  mine. 

Continuous  Firmness  of  Smokeless  Market. 

The  standard  coals  of  the  smokeless  list  are 
second  only  to  anthracite  for  firmness  in  the 
maintenance  of  prices.  The  larger  part  of 
the  output  from  the  mines  is  going  to  the  lakes, 
the  all-rail  trade  being  supplied  merely  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantities  to  meet  the  actual  needs  of 
the  quiet  trade  of  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
predicted  shut-down  in  the  New  River  district 
was  put  into  effect  on  Monday,  but  will  only 
be  of  short  duration.  Current  prices  for  stand¬ 
ard  grades  are:  run-of-mine,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.30  Chicago;  egg  and  lump,  $1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
Chicago  market  is  reported  as  entirely  free  of 
car-service  coal. 

Of  West  Virginia  splint  coals  it  is  also  re¬ 
ported  that  there  has  been  none  on  demurrage 
in  this  market,  making  it  possible  to  maintain 
steadiness  in  prices.  The  market  is  quiet,  but 
said  to  be  a  little  better  than  on  this  date  a 
year  ago.  Winifrede  lump  and  egg  are  held  at 
$1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Standard  Kanawha  grades,  three-quarter  inch, 
$1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
and  one  and  one-half  inch  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  and  Fairmont  coals  have  been 
in  light  demand  of  late,  and  there  has  been  a 
somewhat  e.xcessive  shipment  to  this  market, 
this  at  once  becoming  apparent  by  its  effect 
on  prices  currently  asked.  Quotations  on  these 
coals  have  been:  Youghiogheny  run-of-mine. 
80c(g90c  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $2.70@2.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  three-quarter  inch,  S5c@:  $1  f.  o.  b. 
mine,  or  $2.75@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Fairmont 
three-quarter  inch,  $2.75(S;2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Some  sales,  however,  have  been  made  at  prices 
well  under  these  figures  to  savf  loss  from  de¬ 
murrage. 

All-rail  shipments  of  Hocking  are  reported 
as  somewhat  difficult  to  secure,  even  for  the 
light  demand  locallj'  at  this  season;  the  cir¬ 
cular  price  therefore  of  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  one  and  one-fourth  inch  Hocking  has  been 
readily  maintained. 

Anthracite  shipments  to  the  west  by  all-rail 
routes  continue  light,  the  large  part  of  the 
product  moving  westward  being  deflected  to 
the  shipment  by  the  lakes  to  the  northern 
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docks.  The  demand  of  a  week  ago  seems  to 
have  been,  as  was  expected,  merely  a  tempo¬ 
rary  flurry  due  to  the  approaching  end  of  the 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond. 

Pittsburg,  July  5. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  general  coal 
situation  during  the  past  week  of  any  great  im¬ 
portance.  A  holiday  week,  for  some  days  before 
and  always  for  a  number  of  days  following  the 
holiday,  is  a  dull  week.  The  average  coal  miner 
in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  very  patriotic;  it  takes 
him  several  days  to  get  ready  for  such  an  event 
as  the  “glorious  Fourth,”  and  an  uncertain  num¬ 
ber  of  days  to  get  over  that  great  day  of  days. 
A  case  in  point  occurred  near  Pittsburg  recently. 
A  lot  of  men  in  preparing  to  celebrate  wanted  to 
lay  off;  the  superintendent  demurred;  he  said 
that  five  or  six  men  were  enough  to  get  the  cele¬ 
bration  up,  and  didn’t  think  it  necessary  for  half 
the  men  at  the  mine  to  be  on  the  committee.  The 
committee  had  been  appointed,  and  as  true  and 
loyal  citizens,  and  as  befitting  to  such  an  event  as 
the  nation’s  birthday,  they  proposed  to  serve  on 
the  committee ;  the  more  serving  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  the  better  the  celebration.  As  a  result 
the  committee  quit  work;  the  superintendent 
stopped  operations ;  the  committee  was  enlarged 
until  it  included  about  every  man  in  the  mine, 
and  they  started  in  to  serve  on  that  committee, 
“to  get  up  a  celebration  for  the  Fourth  of  July.” 
The  presumption  is  that  they  are  still  serving  on 
the  committee,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  for 
some  days  to  come. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  delay  in  starting  up 
after  a  big  holiday,  there  are  some  labor  troubles 
in  the  district  which,  although  not  serious,  are 
annoying  to  the  mine  owners.  About  eight  hun¬ 
dred  men  are  still  out  on  the  Allegheny  Valley 
railroad  mines  near  the  city,  and  there  is  but 
little  hope  for  a  speedy  settlement  unless  the  men 
will  listen  to  argument.  They  seemed  to  be  de¬ 
termined  to  strike  whether  or  no  when  they  went 
out,  and  are  just  as  stubborn  regarding  a  settle¬ 
ment  at  the  present  time.  -  Some  seven  hundred 
men  are  out  at  the  River  Coal  Co.  mines,  a  strike 
which  occurred  from  trivial  causes.  It  is  not  an¬ 
ticipated,  however,  that  this  latter  lot  of  men 
will  remain  out  long. 

Scarcity  of  Desirable  Labor. 

Labor  continues  to  be  scarce.  It  is  possible  to 
get  a  certain  kind  of  men,  but  not  the  proper 
kind.  The  mills,  furnaces  and  the  great  majority 
of  the  small  manufacturing  plants  are  all  un¬ 
usually  busy  for  this  time  of  the  year.  This,  of 
course,  makes  the  demand  for  fuel  keep  up,  but 
it  also  makes  a  drain  upon  labor. 

There  has  been  no  river  stage  for  at  least  a 
fortnight,  and  the  prospects  are  that  none  will 
arrive  for  some  days  to  come. 

The  car  supply  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
On  some  lines  of  road  cars  are  plenty,  and  on 
others  they  are  scarce.  Operators  are  forced  to 
keep  everlastingly  pegging  away  at  the  distribu¬ 
tion  clerk  of  the  road  to  get  a  proper  supply  of 
cars  for  their  needs. 

Although  there  have  been  some  things  to  dis¬ 
courage  of  late  among  the  coal  operators,  they 
all  are  hopeful  for  the  future,  and  say  that  it 
might  have  been  worse.  Some  specimen  remarks 
heard  recently  are :  “A  man  ought  to  make 
money  in  the  coal  business,”  said  a  prominent  coal 
official  this  week,  “and  good  money  and  plenty  of 
it.”  “I  don’t  know  of  any  business  on  top  of 
ground,  or  rather  under  the  ground,  that  at  times 
presents  so  many  discouragements,”  said  another. 

Only  Slight  Changes  in  Prices. 

There  is  but  little  change  in  prices  to  note 
since  a  week  ago.  The  general  tendency  of  prices 
is  toward  a  slight  increase  over  the  figures  given 
last  week.  Run-of-mine  coal,  an  average  price 
is  $1.10  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This  is  a  shade 
stronger  than  last  week.  Lump  coal  is  still  sell¬ 
ing  at  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  which  are  the  same  prices  quoted  a  week 
ago,  and  three-fourths  inch  also  remains  at  the 
same  price  as  last  week — viz.,  $1.20  to  $1.30  per 
ton,  f.  0.  b.  the  mine.  Slack  is  higher,  most  of 
the  sales  being  made  at  75  cents,  and  the  range 


month.  The  state  of  the  trade  has  dropped 
back  to  its  previous  condition,  and  the  uni¬ 
versal  complaint  of  the  shipping  agents  is  that 


of  prices  being  from  75  cents  to  $1  per  ton,  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  The  demand  for  all  grades  continues 
good,  and  the  demand  for  slack  is  strong.  On  all 
kinds  the  supply  is  up  to  the  amounts  required, 
with  but  little  overplus  stocks. 

The  coke  market  continues  in  a  very  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition.  Furnace  coke  is  selling  for  from 
$2.45  to  $2.60  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  This  is 
a  shade  less  than  the  prices  of  last  week.  Foun¬ 
dry  grade  is  quoted  at  from  $2.85  to  $3.00  per 
ton,  f.o.  b.  the  ovens,  which  are  the  same  prices 
as  it  sold  for  last  week.  Soft  coke  is  selling  for 
$1.30  to  $1.40  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  On  all 
grades  of  coke  the  demand  is  good,  and  the 
tendency  of  the  market  is  stronger  than  a  week 
ago. 

The  prices  for  both  coal  and  coke  for  domestic 
use  continue  the  same  as  last  week’s  quotations, 
the  demand  for  both  being  unusually  good  for 
hot  weather. 

The  general  situation  of  the  coal  market  here 
shows  improvement.  But  few  complaints  are 
heard,  both  as  regards  the  number  of  orders  re¬ 
ceived  and  the  prices  obtained  for  the  product. 
Barring  the  usual  discouragements  incident  to 
the  business,  the  Pittsburg  coal  operators  are 
satisfied  with  the  outlook,  and  confidently  expect 
that  any  change  that  may  occur  will  be  for  their 
benefit  rather  than  to  their  disadvantage. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Don’t  forget  that  the  Pittsburg  office  of  The 
Black  Diamond  has  been  moved  and  is  now 
located  in  the  new  Machesney  building.  No.  223 
Fourth  avenue,  room  1204,  Bell  phone  2031  Court. 
We  would  be  pleased  to  have  any  of  our  friends 
call  and  see  us  or  call  us  up  on  the  phone. 

None  of  the  boats  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  in  operation 
on  the  fourth  of  July.  The  company  decided  to 
give  all  the  men  a  holiday.  This  order  included 
the  pool  boats  also. 

Capt.  J.  Frank  Tilley,  of  the  claim  department 
of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  left  yesterday  with  his  family  for  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Indiana,  where  he  will  spend, a  number 
of  weeks  in  resting  up. 

The  Pryor  Coal  Co.,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  has 
begun  the  construction  of  a  coal  town  near  Avella, 
Washington  county.  The  company  recently 
secured  several  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands  along 
the  line  of  the  Wabash  railroad  and  will  develop 
the  property  at  once. 

The  completion  of  this  dam  will  mean  one  step 
nearer  the  goal  of  the  “On  to  Cairo”  movement, 
which  aims  to  give  Pittsburg  a  nine-foot  stage  of 
slack  water  from  the  “Point”  to  Cairo  the  year 
around.  This  will  be  of  incalculable  benefit  to 
all  shippers  of  coal  by  the  river  route. 

A  number  of  officials  of  the  Bower  Hill  Coke 
Co.,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  passed  through  the 
city  this  week  in  a  private  car.  They  had  been 
to  Uniontown,  where  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
stockholders  was  held.  Members  of  the  party 
spoke  hopefully  of  the  business  outlook  for  the 
coming  fall  and  winter. 

The  Diamond  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  going  to  add 
another  boat  to  its  fleet,  which  will  operate  in  the 
pools  of  the  Monongahela  river.  The  steamer 
Volcano  is  the  new  boat  which  has  just  been 
completed  by  the  Parkersburg  Dock  Co.  The  new 
boat  takes  the  place  of  the  Axton,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  last  January. 

Mr.  B.  S.  Hammill,  the  genial  and  ever-cour- 
teous  general  sales  agent  of  the  Monogahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  a  griev¬ 
ance,  and  although  it  pains  him  to  do  so,  he  has 
registered  a  “kick.”  Mr.  Hammill  is  a  great 
sufferer  from  a  sore  toe,  yet  he  can  still  get  after 
a  coal  contract,  and  generally  lands  it. 

Drillers  in  sinking  a  well  in  Cross  Creek, 
Washington  county,  near  Pittsburg,  this  week, 
found  the  Pittsburg  vein  of  coal  to  be  sixteen 
feet  thick.  The  drill  penetrated  the  coal  at  a 
depth  of  485  feet.  If  the  same  thickness  holds 


demand  is  very  dull,  that  it  is  useless  to  try 
to  drum  up  trade,  and  that  they  see  no  prospect 
of  material  betterment  ahead  for  several  weeks. 


Pittsburg  Field. 

out  throughout  the  Cross  Creek  section,  a  big 
advance  in  the  price  of  coal  land  is  expected. 

Water  in  the  harbor  at  Pittsburg  and  in  the 
pools  above  the  city  is  very  Io‘w.  There  is  no 
stage  for  shipments  of  coal  to  the  south,  and  but 
little  is  being  brought  into  the  harbor  from  the 
upper  mines.  'I'he  river  shippers  of  coal  are 
anxiously  waiting  for  another  rise,  and  desire 
one  more  chance  to  ship  before  the  usual  sum¬ 
mer  tie-up  occurs. 

The  supreme  court  has  just  handed  down  a 
decision  in  Philadelphia  which  is  of  much  interest 
to  Pittsburg.  The  decision  declares  that  the 
Pittsburg  Junction  railroad  can  not  use  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  within  the  city  limits.  It  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  authorities  to  compel,  if  possible,  all 
of  the  railroads  entering  the  city  from  using  soft 
coal  while  the  engines  are  in  use  in  the  city 
proper. 

River  men  are  preparing  for  a  great  day  at 
Pittsburg  about  September  fifteenth,  when  the 
government  engineers  promise  to  turn  over  the 
dam  and  locks  at  Coraopolis,  known  as  dam 
No.  2,  in  the  Ohio,  as  completed.  The  boat 
owners  are  making  preparations  for  a  monster 
boat  parade  on  the  day  the  dam  is  turned  over 
for  use.  It  is  expected  that  over  one  Iiundred 
boats  will  take  part  in  the  demonstration. 

W.  W.  Atterbury,  general  manager  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad,  is  sending  out  circulars  to  each 
coal  shipper  on  the  line  asking  for  information 
concerning  any  abuse  or  discrimination  he  may 
have  knowledge  of,  or  may  have  been  subjected 
to.  These  circulars  are  the  outcome  of  the 
promise  of  the  Pennsylvania  officials  to  prevent 
subordinates  from  becoming  interested  in  coal 
operations  which  they  might  favor  in  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  cars.  These  circulars  will  be  sent  to  all 
shippers  west  of  Pittsburg  also. 

It  was  learned  yesterday  that  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad’s  probing  into  records  of  car  distribution 
for  the  past  few  years  is  not  merely  to  furnish 
data  for  the  courts,  but  is  for  the  purpose  of 
working  out  a  new  system  of  car  distribution 
for  all  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie.  Hereto¬ 
fore  there  has  been  much  confusion  regarding  the 
allotment  of  cars  for  service.  This  matter  is  of 
vital  importance  to  all  coal  and  coke  companies. 
The  new  system  of  distributing  equipment  will 
depend  upon  the  capacity  of  the  mines  demanding 
cars  and  also  upon  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
companies  desiring  them. 

The  miners  employed  at  the  mines  along  the 
Allegheny  Valley  railroad,  where  the  1903  scale 
was  not  signed,  are  still  on  strike.  Considerable 
bitterness  of  feeling  has  been  engendered  over 
the  alleged  action  of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass 
Co.,  which  operates  three  mines  at  Creighton, 
in  this  region,  and  which  is  accused  of  turning 
over  funds  collected  for  injured  miners  to  the 
hospital  authorities.  The  men  claim  that  the 
money  was  donated  for  the  personal  use  of  the 
injured,  and  that,  as  formerly,  the  company 
should  settle  with  the  hospital  people,  the  men 
being  injured  in  the  company  mines.  This  is  one 
more  reason,  so  the  men  state,  for  continuing  the 
strike. 

Not  enough  rain  has  fallen  during  the  last 
few  days  to  give  the  coal  men  a  chance  to  send 
out  more  coal  to  the  south,  but  it  has  given  suf¬ 
ficient  water  in  the  Ohio  to  allow  a  good  sized 
fleet  of  empties  to  get  into  the  harbor  and  be 
distributed  in  the  upper  pools.  There  is  much 
coal  now  in  the  harbor,  and  reports  from  the 
south  are  encouraging  for  coal  shipments,  as 
the  supply  of  Pittsburg  coal  is  said  to  be  grow¬ 
ing  unusually  short  and  prices  are  reported  to 
have  stiffened  during  the  last  week  in  Cincinnati 
and  IxDuisville.  River  shippers  of  coal  are  an.x- 
iously  waiting  for  another  rise  in  the  rivers,  and 
as  soon  as  it  comes  will  send  out  heavy  ship¬ 
ments. 

The  Democrats  of  Pennsylvania,  not  to  be  be¬ 
hind  the  Republicans  in  promising  reforms  and 
new  legislation  that  will  be  of  much  benefit  to 
all  coal  carrying  concerns,  have  inserted  planks  in 
their  platform  to  the  following  effect :  "The  pro- 
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hil)ition  of  lrans|)(;rtation  companies  to  cngaRC  in 
the  mining  of  cr)al  or  otlicr  minerals.”  “  I  he 
compelling  of  all  common  carriers  to  give  just  and 
reasonahle  rales  to  ;ill  shi))pers  on  their  lines.” 
■‘  rite  prohibition  of  all  rebates,  discriminations  or 
special  ftivors  to  any  shii)per.”  It  don’t  matter 
now  whether  a  Democrat  nr  Republican  is  elected 
to  the  office  of  governor  of  the  Keystone  state,  the 
coal  companies  should  be  .benefited,  as  both  par¬ 
ties  are  under  jiromise  to  legislate  for  their  pro¬ 
tection  and  benefit. 

The  Standard  Steel  Car  Co.,  at  Butler,  I’a.. 
is  concentrating  its  business  so  that  it  will  not 
only  make  all  of  its  steel  cars  in  the  future,  but 
will  also  make  all  the  fittings  of  these  cars,  which 
it  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  to  secure  in  the 
open  market.  The  company  will  soon  be  turning 
out  its  own  steel  and  iron  car  whec’s,  and  also 
bolts  and  rivets.  The  car  company  is  increasing 
its  output  materially,  and  besides  manufacturing 
the  popular  steel  car  for  co.'il  and  coke,  will  soon 
be  making  the  various  forms  of  mail  cars,  bag¬ 
gage  cars  and  passenger  coaches,  all  of  steel. 
The  manufacture  of  car  trucks  will  also  be  under¬ 
taken  later  on.  Each  new  industry  will  mean  an 
increase  in  the  force  of  employes  at  the  Butler 
works,  and  ultimately  it  will  bring  some  thou¬ 
sands  of  additional  workmen  to  that  place. 

The  coke  trade  last  week  partly  made  up  for 
the  falling  off  during  the  previous  week,  produc¬ 
tion  gaining  nearly  1,000  tons,  while  the  shipments 
picked  up  over  1,100  tons.  Compared  with  the 
same  period  last  year  there  is  a  gain  in  produc¬ 
tion  of  over  24,000  tons.  The  continued  heavy 
coke  business  at  this  time  of  the  year  is  due  to 
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Nearly  every  coal  office  in  Cincinnati  was  closed 
on  the  Fourth,  most  of  the  coal  men  quietly  en¬ 
joying  the  day  at  their  homes. 

Without  exception  those  interrogated  about 
the  condition  of  the  coal  market  make  the  same 
statements,  namely,  that  there  is  a  constant  ten¬ 
dency  toward  a  continued  improvement.  They 
all  think,  too,  that  immediately  after  the  Fourth 
there  will  be  a  further  and  more  rapid  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  general  market.  They  say  that  there 
usually  is,  and  this  year  the  conditions  favor  it. 
Many  dealers  throughout  the  territory  of  which 
Cincinnati  is  the  selling  center,  are  in  the  habit 
of  stocking  up  soon  after  the  first  of  July,  and 
from  the  extraordinarily  large  number  of  inqui¬ 
ries  that  are  coming  in  from  small  and  large 
dealers,  the  producers  and  selling  agencies  of  this 
city  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  business  will 
pick  up  very  rapidly  from  this  time  forward, 
and  that  the  volume  of  business  for  July  will  be 
very  satisfactory. 

Prices  Show  Upward  Tendency. 

» 

As  to  prices,  the  tendency  is,  of  course,  to  in¬ 
crease  them  as  the  demand  increases.  In  this 
connection  it  is  in  order  to  report  that  where  last 
week  nearly  all  the  reputable  dealers,  or  rather, 
the  dealers  and  producers  who  produce  high 
grade  coals,  were  asking  $1.35  a  ton  for  lump 
at  the  mines,  this  week  finds  the  price  increased 
to  $1.40  a  ton  at  the  mines.  From  present  ap¬ 
pearances  $1.50  will  be  the  flat  price  before  two 
weeks.  Run-of-mine  is  also  a  little  higher,  rang¬ 
ing  from  $1.00  a  ton  to  $1.20,  and  nut  and  slack 
is  following  in  the  procession  with  a  minimum 
price  of  seventy  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  quoted 
today.  These  prices  and  conditions  are  exactly 
in  line  with  the  reports  and  predictions  made 
from  time  to  time  in  this  department  of  The 
Black  Diamond.  If  there  are  dealers  who  have 
not  taken  advantage  of  the  conditions  it  is  their 
own  fault. 

Regarding  the  state  of  the  smokeless  coal  mar¬ 
ket,  it  must  be  said  that  it  has  not  been  stronger 
in  a  very  long  time.  The  demand  for  domestic 
sizes  of  both  Pocahontas  and  New  River  is  daily 
increasing  and  the  producers  of  these  popular 
fuels  are  beginning  to  feel  that  the  price  of  $1.50 
a  ton  is  too  low,  though  they  are  loth  to  raise  it 
before  the  first  of  September. 


the  fact  that  the  iron  trade  is  keeping  up  better 
I  ban  in  previous  years.  .As  yet  there  have  been 
no  reports  of  furnaces  blowing  out,  but  on  the 
contrary,  new  ones  are  being  built.  '1  be  week's 
production,  estimated  upon  the  nuinber  of  ovens 
reported  drawn,  amounted  to  27!,74.'{  tons,  an 
increase  over  the  previous  week  of  020  tons.  The 
shipments  aggregated  12,311  cars.  Reports  from 
the  coke  regions  and  from  operators  in  Pittsburg 
state  that  bariflng  the  scarcity  of  labor,  the  coke 
outlook  has  not  been  so  encouraging  for  many 
months,  especially  so  as  the  hot  months  are  upon 
us,  and  usually  a  dull  period  is  looked  for  dur¬ 
ing  July  and  August,  h'rom  present  appearances 
the  dull  period  will  not  occur  this  summer. 

The  II.  K.  Porter  Co.,  manufacturers  of  mine 
locomotives  at  Pittsburg,  has  just  secured  the 
deed  for  the  big  property  at  Economy,  I’a.,  which 
it  bought  a  few  months  ago.  Included  in  the  site 
secured  are  40,347  acres,  and  the  price  paid  was 
$115,000,  or  about  $2,500  per  acre.  In  addition 
to  this  land  the  Porter  company  has  an  optiow  on 
a  large  additional  tract  of  ground  adjoining  the 
one  secured.  The  property  acquired  has  a  large 
frontage  on  the  Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wayne  &  Chicago 
railroad.  No  time  will  be  lost  in  getting  the 
foundations  in  for  one  of  the  big  foundries  of  the 
company,  which  will  employ  300  men.  Early  in 
the  fall  work  will  be  started  on  the  remainder  of 
the  group  of  buildings,  and  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  company  to  have  the  entire  plant  finished 
in  fifteen  months.  The  company  will  give  employ¬ 
ment  to  2.500  men,  most  of  them  skilled  work¬ 
men,  and  as  fast  as  the  various  buildings  are 
completed  the  present  plant  in  the  city  proper  will 
be  dismantled  and  the  machinery  moved  to  Econ¬ 


Almost  in  the  same  breath,  complaints  came 
in  that  there  is  already  a  shortage  of  coal  cars  on 
both  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroads.  From  this  time  forward  this 
complaint  may  be  expected  every  week  until  the 
end  of  the  season. 

The  Retail  Market  Prosperous. 

The  retail  market  of  the  city  is  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Many  of  the  well  to  do  residents  are  buy¬ 
ing  their  coal  for  next  winter  as  they  should, 
when  prices  are  low  and  when  deliveries  of  ex¬ 
cellent  coal  can  be  made  in  a  short  time.  Prices 
are  unchanged,  standard  lump  being  $3.25  a  ton 
delivered  to  families,  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
$3.75,  anthracite  $7.50,  run-of-mine  for  steam 
purposes  $2.25  to  $2.75,  and  nut  and  slack  for 
steam  $1.90  to  $2.25  a  ton  delivered. 

As  nearly  as  could  be  learned  from  a  super¬ 
ficial  survey  of  the  situation,  there  is  absolutely 
no  change  in  the  coke  market.  Furnace  coke  is 
worth  $2.50  a  ton  at  ovens  and  foundry  $2.75 
a  ton. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  New  River-Kan- 
awha  Fuel  Co.,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor 
during  the  week. 

Joseph  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  went 
to  Put-In-Bay  this  week  to  meet  a  large  number 
of  his  customers  he  seldom  sees. 

S.  T.  Lambert,  president  of  the  Mate  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  Matewan,  W,  Va.,  spent  several  days 
this  week  in  Cincinnati,  and  was  entertained  by 
Chapman  R.  Hinsch,  president  of  the  Ilinsch 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  sells  the  output  of  the 
former  company. 

The  A.  R.  Budd  Coal  Co.  has  just  completed 
the  building  of  a  new  coal  towboat  which  it  has 
christened  the  Reaper.  The  boat  was  built  at 
Marietta,  Ohio,  and  will  be  used  for  towing  coal 
from  Pittsburg  to  Cincinnati.  The  new  craft 
cost  between  $25,000  and  $30,000. 

The  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  suffered 
a  loss  estimated  at  $4,000  a  few  days  ago  through 
the  burning  of  its  stables,  which  were  located  at 
Third  and  Culvert  streets.  Four  large  horses 
were  burned  to  death,  and  a  large  quantity  of 


omy.  The  new  plant  will  probably  be  the  largest 
locomotive  works  in  the  world.  To  provide  cheap 
and  modern  homes  for  its  workmen  the  Porter 
comiiany  ])roi)Oses  to  build  a  large  number  of 
bouses  which  it  will  dispose  of  to  its  employes 
only,  and  at  such  prices  and  terms  as  will  enable 
every  workman  to  own  his  home  if  he  so  desires. 

‘‘One  of  the  most  annoying  and  expensive 
things  that  we  have  to  contend  with  in  our  busi¬ 
ness  and  one  which  the  general  public  does  not 
know  about,”  said  a  prominent  coal  and  coke 
operator,  ‘‘is  the  time  that  is  lost  through  the 
observance  of  holidays  by  the  foreign  element 
which  we  employ.  At  the  present  time  the  men 
we  employ  observe  through  the  year  fifty- 
nine  holidays,  and  I  learned  today  that 
one  more  would-  be  added  to  the  list. 
Think  of  it !  Sixty  days,  two  solid  months ; 
and,  when  you  add  to  this  the  .American 
holidays,  and  the  loss  of  time  from  petty 
strikes  or  accidents,  the  number  of  actual  working 
days  is  reduced  down  to  a  very  small  number.” 
Continuing  this  operator  related  an  experience 
which  he  recently  had.  ‘‘Some  weeks  ago  I  vis¬ 
ited  our  coke  ovens  in  western  Virginia;  on  my 
arrival  I  found  all  the  men  dressed  up  in  a 
‘biled’  shirt  and  their  store  clothes,  sitting  around 
doing  nothing ;  they  were  not  carousing,  they 
were  just  simply  loafing.  I  found  on  investiga¬ 
tion  that  the  ovens  had  been  charged  over  ninety- 
six  hours  and  I  couldn’t  get  a  single  one  of  them 
to  turn  a  hand  until  their  holiday  was  over.  I  had 
to  stand  around  and  see  the  coke  over  bake  until 
the  next  morning.  The  same  is  true  regarding 
our  miners,  but  the  delays  are  not  so  expensive 
as  with  coke  making.” 
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hay,  grain,  etc.,  also  went  up  in  smoke.  The 
lire  will  in  no  way  affect  the  company. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  wholesale  sales  of 
the  Alarmet  Coal  Co.,  went  to  Put-In-Bay  Tues¬ 
day  night  to  be  on  hand  early  to  w'elcome  the 
delegates  to  the  annual  convention  of  the  Whole¬ 
sale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers  of  Ohio.  Air.  Poysell 
has  not  been  in  the  coal  business  a  great  while, 
but  he  has  made  many  friends  in  it,  and  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  wonderfull}'  in  a  business  way. 

The  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  of  West 
Virginia  and  Ohio,  scheduled  to  take  place  at 
Heidelburg,  in  the  Kentucky  highlands,  one  day 
last  week,  was  more  or  less  of  a  fizzle  so  far  as 
numbers  are  concerned.  A  sensational  afternoon 
paper  got  a  tip  that  the  meeting  was  to  take  place, 
and  it  spread  upon  it  in  a  very  sensational  man¬ 
ner.  This  premature  announcement,  with  wholly 
incorrect  conclusions  drawn,  probablv  kept  a 
number  of  coal  men  awav  from  the  meeting. 

The  eight  prominent  business  men  for  whom 
warrants  were  issued  last  week  for  violation  of 
the  smoke  ordinance,  were  in  police  court  Tues¬ 
day  morning,  and  were  represented  by  some  of 
the  most  talented  lawyers  of  the  city.  The  attor¬ 
neys  assured  the  court  that  they  were  there  not 
to  fight  the  law  of  the  people,  but  to  give  assur¬ 
ance  that  their  clients  were  doing  all  thej"  could 
to  abate  the  smoke  nuisance.  About  forty  wit¬ 
nesses  had  been  summoned  by  the  city,  but  after 
hearing  a  few  the  cases  were  all  continued  to 
September  28.  In  the  meantime,  the  concerns 
against  which  action  had  been  taken  promised 
to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  abate  the 
smoke  nuisance. 

The  H.  T.  Wilson  Coal  Co.,  whose  headquar¬ 
ters  are  in  Detroit,  has  recently  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  under  the  laws  of  West  A’irginia  with  a 
paid  up  capital  of  $200,000.  1  he  officers  of  the 

company  are,  president,  H.  T.  Wilson :  vice-pres¬ 
ident,  William  Sweeny;  secretary  and  treasurer. 
Edward  R.  Johnson,  and  general  counsel.  L.  C. 
Stanley.  This  company  has  been  wonderfully 
successful  in  introducing  and  establishing  a  per¬ 
manent  and  growing  market  for  Red  Jacket  coal 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  states  of 
Michigan  and  Indiana,  in  which  territory  it  has 
the  exclusive  sale  of  the  fuel  mentioned.  Wil- 
bam  Sween3%  the  vice-president  of  the  company, 
is  a  Cincinnati  man,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  informed  coal  men  in  the  entire  countrv. 
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The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  July  5. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  Indiana  coal  trade  seems  to 
lie  running  along  pretty  evenly  in  the  usual  sum¬ 
mer  rut,  in  fact,  there  is  nothing  out  of  the  ordi¬ 
nary  according  to  the  views  generally  expressed 
by  the  operators  and  dealers.  So  far  as  the  con¬ 
sumers  are  concerned,  there  is  nothing  to  cause 
variation  from  their  usual  amount  of  summer 
buying.  They  passed  through  their  period  of  ex¬ 
citement  during  the  recent  suspension  and  are 
now  going  along  just  as  if  the  miners  may  never 
cause  any  more  trouble. 

Many  consumers  are  laying  in  fuel  for  the 
winter  and  are  taking  advantage  of  the  summer 
prices.  The  demand  for  hard  coal  is  still  very 
good,  at  prices  around  $6.7.)  a  ton.  There  are 
a  few  dealers  who  are  selling  a  little  under  that 
but  if  the  truth  were  known  they  probably  are 
not  giving  the  same  weight  as  the  other  dealers. 
Although  the  coal  exchange  went  out  of  business' 
nearly  a  year  ago,  the  so-called  reputable  dealers 
have  the  same  scale  of  prices.  They  say  that  the 
cut-rate  men  are  giving  about  1,600  pounds  for 
a  ton,  hence  their  low  prices.  The  trade  in 
soft  coal  has  been  slow  during  the  last  few  days 
as  many  large  factories  are  shut  down  for  sum¬ 
mer  repairs. 

The  Southern  Indiana  May  Enter  Chicago. 

Among  the  operators  there  is  a  feeling  of  sat¬ 
isfaction  over  the  report  that  John  R.  Walsh  has 
finally  arranged  for  the  completion  of  his  line 
from  Terre  Haute  to  Chicago.  This  line  was 
expected  to  prove  a  boon  to  them  last  winter 
but  Walsh’s  hard  luck  prevented  him  from  com¬ 
pleting  it.  If  he  succeeds  in  getting  connection 
with  Chicago  before  winter  the  Indiana  operat¬ 
ors  will  be  able  to  get  their  coal  to  market  in 
better  condition.  Heretofore  they  have  had  a 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  July  5. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  lakes  are  having  the  call  now 
and  the  shipments  are  heavier  than  last  week. 
Nearly  all  the  business  comes  from  early  contracts 
but  some  operators  with  spot  coal  are  picking  up 
considerable  business  which  would  have  fallen  to 
Ohio  operators  if  they  had  not  had  the  strike 
on  their  hands. 

Prices  are  the  same  as  a  month  ago,  being 
ninety  cents  for  mine-run  at  the  mines.  There 
ismio  near  probability  of  an  advance  >as  the  de¬ 
mand  is  not  strong.  The  Ohio  valley  consump¬ 
tion,  which  comes  from  iron  furnaces  and  other 
industries,  has  been  decreasing  somewhat  lately, 
and  local  operators  have  been  rnaking  up  for  the 
decrease  by  selling  their  coal  in  Cleveland. 

The  surplusage  due  to  the  slack  local  condi¬ 
tions  has  required  more  hustling  on  the  part 
of  the  operators  than  they  have  done  for  sev¬ 
eral  months.  But  in  all  cases  they  have  man¬ 
aged  to  place  their  coal  in  Cleveland.  They 
would  not  have  been  able  to  do  so,  however,  if 
all  the  Ohio  mines  had  been  running. 

The  failure  of  the  East  Ohio  joint  conference 
inNthis  city  to  agree  last  week  has  been  followed 
by  preparations  to  start  the  mines  across  the 
river.  The  riot  at  Bradley  Sunday  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  feeling  of  unrest  there,  where  the  United 
States  Coal  Co.  has  taken  the  initiative  in  fight¬ 
ing  the  union,  may  temporarily  hamper  the  work 
of  getting  new  labor  for  the  mines,  but  the  op¬ 
erators  believe  they  are  going  to  win  the  en¬ 
durance  test. 

Two  small  companies  in  Belmont  county  signed 
the  scale  this  week  and_ three  more  eaually  small 
concerns  will  sign  later  in  the  week,  it  is  reported, 
but  the  big  companies,  controlling  the  major  por¬ 
tion  of  the  tonnage,  will  stand  pat,  according  to 
official  statements. 

Heavy  Business  in  New  River  Region. 

The  big  tidewater  trade  of  the  New  River  re¬ 
gion  is  illustrated  by  the  loading  record  for  June, 
which  totaled  501,120  tons  of  coal  and  485  cars 
of  coke.  Nearly  11,000  cars  were  required  to 
transport  the  coal,  of  which  8,000  went  east. 


lot  of  trouble  in  reaching  Chicago  when  there 
was  a  shortage  of  fiat  cars.  This  was  especially 
t  ue  of  the  operato-s  along  the  Southern  In¬ 
diana  road  on  whose  freight  the  other  companies 
frequently  placed  an  embargo  at  Terre  Haute. 
The  new"  Chicago  line  will  afford  much  better 
facilities  than  the  Indiana  operators  have  ever 
had  in  getting  to  Chicago. 

The  Indianapolis  Southern  is  now  getting  in 
good  shape  and  expects  to  have  its  line  extended 
to  Svvitz  City  and  Linton  by  winter.  It  is  run¬ 
ning  cars  to  Bloomington  and  a  large  force  of 
men  is  working  between  there  and  Linton.  This 
line  will  be  a  great  feeder  for  the  Indianapolis 
trade. 

The  Indiana  miners’  and  operators’  executive 
committee  has  adjourned  after  spending  nearly 
a  week  considering  some  of  the  parts  of  the  re¬ 
cent  agreement  over  which  there  was  a  dispute. 
It  is  believed  that  their  efforts  will  result  in  a 
much  better  understanding  and  that  there  will 
lie  little  trouble  from  now  on. 

The  contract  for  supplying  coal  for  the  Indiana 
reformatory  at  Jeffersonville  for  the  ensuing 
year  has  been  let  to  the  K.  D.  Scales  Coal  Co.,  of 
Louisville,  at  $1.45  a  ton.  The  company  is  to 
supply  coal  fron;  its  Indiana  mines  along  the 
Southern  road  in  Warrick  county.  The  nearest 
bidder  to  the  Scales  company  was  E.  T.  Slider, 
of  New  Albany,  who  offered  Pittsburg  nut  and 
slack  for  $1.87.  The  Indiana  companies  were  en¬ 
abled  to  bid  for  the  contract  on  account  of  a  re¬ 
cent  decision  of  the  railway  commission  reducing 
the  freight  rates  on  the  Southern. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  to  furnish  the  City  Hospital  with  coal  here 
until  1908.-  It  will  receive  $1.86  a  ton,  for  Lin¬ 
ton  No.  4.  mine-run.  The  freight  rate  on  coal 
from  the  Linton  field  is  sixty  cents  a  ton. 


The  remainder  went  to  inland  points  or  was  used 
for  fuel  purposes  locally. 

A  state  charter  of  incorporation  has  just  been  . 
granted  to  the  Independent  IMine  Workers  of 
West  Virginia.  This  organization  is  composed 
of  emploves  of  the  Hitchman  mine,  ten  miles 
south  of 'Wheeling,  and  it  is  an  outgrowth  of 
the  disruption  of  their  local  of  the  LTiited  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

The  charter  mentions  as  territory  for  the 
organization,  Marshall,  Ohio,  Brooke  and  Han¬ 
cock  counties ;  in  other  words,  the  Wheeling  or 
Panhandle  district.  No  other  local  has  been 
formed.  Its  incorporators  seem  satisfied  for  the 
present  to  confine  their  operations  to  the  Hitch- 
man  mine.  Several  years  asro  a  similar  organiza¬ 
tion  was  formed  in  the  Kanawha  di,strict  but 
after  surviving  the  period  of  its  usefulness  it 
disbanded. 

Norfolk  &  Western  Reduces  Rates. 

With  the  beginning  of  this  month  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  railroad  reduced  the  freight  charges 
on  coal  from  the  Pocahontas  fields  to  Norfolk. 
The  reduction  is  from  $1.60  to  $1.45  a  ton,  and 
it  is  understood  to  apply  only  to  the  Ibcal  man¬ 
ufacturers’  trade  in  Norfolk,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  stimulating  manufacturing  in  that  city. 
Its  effect  is  therefore  very  limited. 

It  is  expected  that  by  the  first  of  next  month 
the  Guyan  Fuel  Co.’s  harbor  at  Huntington,  on 
the  Ohio  river,  will  he  completed.  This  work 
has  been  progressing  for  two  years  and  on  the 
completion  of  the  harbor  the  company  will  be 
ready  to  ship  by  water. 

The  company’s  operations  are  up  the  Guyan 
river,  and  the  branch  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  on  that,  stream  could  not  keep  up  to  the 
capacity  of  the  mines.  The  company  will  have 
a  good  fleet  of  steamers  and  barges  and  will  also 
use  a  coal  storage  plant  at  Sicitan,  sixteen  miles 
below  Chicinnati.  Prominently  associated  in  the 
harbor’s  construction  is  Mr.  Talley,  former  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Black  Band  Coal  Co. 

The  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  has  been  formed 


at  Bluefield  to  conduct  a  coke  shinping  agency. 
Several  operations  along  the  Norfolk  &  W  est 
ern  will  give  the  company  much  business  at  tli. 
start.  The  promoters  include  John  J.  Tierne\. 
L.  E.  Tierney.  Sampel  H.  Crozier  and  other- 
well  known  to  the  trade  in  that  section. 

There  is  a  heated  dispute  over  the  disposition 
of  the  $20,000  award  given  to  the  A.  C.  b'ulmi-r 
Coal  Co.  in  its  discrimination  suit  against  tin 
Alorgantown  &  Kingwood  railroad,  onq  of  Sen¬ 
ator  Ejkins’  coal  roads.  President  I'ulmer  claims 
he  should  have  the  award  entirely  because  of 
certain  bonds  held  by  him,  while  his  attorney 
claim  that  their  services  in  the  long  fought  case 
constitute  a  lien.  The  money  is  now  hung  up  in 
court  on  a  receivership  application.  The  Fulmer 
case  was  settled  out  of  court  by  Judge  Dayton, 
acting  as  an  arbitrator,  and  during  its  preliminary 
progress  it  occasioned  national  attentmn,  owing 
to  the  prominence  of  .Senator  Elkins  and  the 
fact  th.at  congress  at  the  time  was  in  the  midst 
of  the  railroad  rate  bill  debate. 

11.  T.  Wilson,  of  the  H.  T.  Wilson  Coal  Co., 
of  Detroit,  has  closed  a  deal  for  a  lease  of  600 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Logan  county,  and  has  al¬ 
ready  let  the  contract  for  a  tipple,  company  store 
and  dwellings.  He  expects  to  begin  operation 
November  1. 

The  Rex  Coal  Co.,  of  Logan,  has  been  char¬ 
tered  with  $60,000  capital.  It  is  about  the  only 
coal  company  to  be  organized  for  some  time,  in 
contrast  to  the  boom  period  in  organization  of 
coal  enterprises  that  ran  for  about  five  years 
and  seems  virtually  to  have  ended  at  the  close 
of  last  year. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  5. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — After  a  session  of  three  days  with  the 
miners  at  Wheeling,  the  operators  owning  mines 
in  the  Pittsburg  vein  district  came  away  with  no 
results,  all  their  propositions  having  been  turned 
down  and  a  demand  made  for  a  renewal  of  the 
1903  agreement  with  all  its  disagreeable  condi¬ 
tions.  In  all  probability  this  will  end  the  confer¬ 
ences  with  the  representatives  of  the  miners  from 
that  district,  as  they  held  the  operators  there 
three  days  and  then  told  them  that  they  had  come 
with  iron-clad  instructions  to  secure  the  old 
agreement  and  that  they  would  accept  nothing 
else.  Secretary  Patrick  McBryde,  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  vein  operators,  said  that  had  the  miners 
told  them  this  in  the  first  place  the  meeting  would 
not  have  lasted  over  two  hours,  as  the  operators 
had  no  idea  whatever  of  renewing  the  1903  agree¬ 
ment. 

The  miners,  without  doubt,  took  this  plan  to 
secure  all  the  information  possible  as  to  what 
the  operators  wanted,  without  disclosing  anything 
from  their  own  quarters.  The  fight  that  was  made 
turned  on  the  machine  scale,  the  extra  work  and 
the  dead  work.  The  operators  desired  a  reduc¬ 
tion  of  two  cents  from  the  machine  scale  to  put 
them  on  the  same  basis  as  the  Pittsburg  and 
Hocking  Valley  districts.  It  seems  that  w'hen 
machines  were  first  introduced  in  the  district 
the  extra  amount  was  added  and  the  miners  have 
succeeded  in  holding  it  there  since.  Entry  driv¬ 
ing  and  other  work  of  the  kind  the  operators 
wanted  done  on  a  different  basis  from  what  the 
1903  agreement  called  for,  but  they  agreed  to  the 
price  for  inside  and  outside  day  labor.  The 
miners  objected  to  any  changes,  and  did  not  con¬ 
sider  points  the  operators  yielded  worth  anything 
to  them.  It  is  said  that  the  operators  also  in¬ 
sisted  upon  the  abolishment  of  the  check-off  sys¬ 
tem. 

A  meeting  was  held  Monday  afternoon,  thirty 
out  of  a  total  of  forty  companies  being  repre¬ 
sented.  and  the  situation  was  talked  over  from 
various  points  of  view.  The  final  decision  was 
that  the  mines  would  be  put  in  readiness  for 
operation  immediately  after  July  fourth,  and  the 
men  would  be  invited  to  go  to  work  if  they  so 
desire.  If  not.  the  mines  will  either  remain  idle 
until  they  do  decide  to  return,  or  non-union  men 
will  be  employed  under  guard,  as  in  the  past. 
There  seems  to  be  a  firm  determination  not  to 
yield  to  the  demands  of  the  miners  for  the  agree¬ 
ment  they  desire.  However,  some  of  the  smaller 
companies  have  instructed  their  representative- 
to  sign  the  agreement.  The  pressure  of  busiiu  -- 
has  become  such  that  they  fear  to.  delay  longer. 
In  all  such  cases  a  clause  is  juit  in  the  ;igrcemcnl 
to  the  effect  that  if  the  final  settlement  in  the  dis- 
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trict  is  more  favoral)le,  that  these  settlements 
shall  he  upon  the  same  basis. 

Another  Suspension  of  Work  Feared. 

What  will  he  done  with  those  mines  that  re¬ 
sumed  operations  i)cudint;  a  settlement  is  not 
known.  Ilowcver,  it  is  believed  that  all  the  men 
will  he  called  out  a^ain,  as  there  is  nothing  to 
base  their  wages  upon.  .'\l  the  (iaylord  mine 
the  men  came  out  Monday  and  the  owners  signed 
the  scale  without  further  ado. 

Several  operators  state  that  their  men  are_  will¬ 
ing  to  work  under  the  conditions  they  ask  if  the 
officials  would  allow  them  to  do  so.  Some  liave 
even  stated  that  they  would  go  to  work  if  given 
the  opportunity,  hut  it  seems  that  they  always 
listen  to  the  officials,  no  matter  what  they  have 
promised  their  employers.  They  are  not  to  he 
depended  upon  to  work,  hut  at  the  same  time  the 
operators  arc  always  willing  to  make  it  possible 
for  them  to  do  so  before  cm])loying  others  to 
take  their  places.  All  the  men  who  occupied  com¬ 
pany  houses  are  still  living  in  them,  hut  the 
operators  state  that  if  they  are  forced  to  bring 
miners  from  other  sections  they  will  need  the 
houses,  and  the  strikers  will  have  to  find  other 
places  to  live.  They  feel  that  they  have  had 
sufficient  patience  in  allowing  them  to  remain  thus 
long  without  cost  and  while  the  men  are  doing 
all  they  can  against  them. 

Telegrams  to  the  daily  papers  from  Salem  say 
that  the  conferences  between  operators  and 
miners  of  the  East  Palestine  and  Washington- 
ville  districts  have  adjourned  without  reaching 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  July  5. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)  —Possibly  not  within  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  (coal)  inhabitant  of  Detroit  has  the  retail 
anthracite  trade  been  so  dull  as  it  is  today. 
Hardly  a  ton  has  been  sold  to  a  consumer  since 
the  drop  in  price  from  $7.50  to  $7.25  a  ton. 
A  year  ago,  it  will  be  remembered,  $7  would  buy 
a  ton  of  the  black  diamonds,  and  the  raise  to 
$7.50  was  not  made  until  October,  'fins  year  the 
prices  of  last  winter  will  go  into  effect  a  month 
earlier,  in  September.  This  fact  has  rather  nettled 
the  consumer,  who  says  he  will  buy  wood  before 
he  will  submit  to  such  “exorbitant”  prices. 

But  the  retailer  is  not  worrying.  The  recent 
manly  backdown  made  by  Mayor  Thompson,  of 
Kalamazoo,  who  had  called  to  his  aid  the  prose¬ 
cuting  attorney  of  the  county  in  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  bring  the  combine  to  time,  has  given  the 
much  abused  retailer  some  hope  that  he  will 
some  day  be  appreciated. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  mayor  of  Kalamazoo  got 
the  coal  men  assembled  in  his  office  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  question  them  regarding  the  recent 
raise  in  the  price  of  coal  in  that  city  to  $8  a  ton. 
The  dealers  convinced  the  mayor  that  at  that 
price  they  were  making  only  a  very  small  profit. 
The  Kalamazoo  price,  by  the  way.  is  on  the  same 
basis  with  the  Detroit  price  of  $7.25. 

Demand  for  Cargoes  Excellent. 

While  trade  right  here  in  Detroit  is  very  dull, 
both  in  anthracite  and  bituminous,  yet  the  de¬ 
mand  for  cargoes  rs  excellent.  Especially  busy 
are  the  large  shippers  of  the  soft  variety,  and  it 
is  estimated  that  in  order  to  meet  the  demands 
from  up  the  lakes  the  mines  of  the  Sunday  Creek, 
New  Pittsburg  and  Fairmont  districts  will  have 
to  run  to  the  limit  until  navigation  closes. 

There  is  little  new  to  be  said  regarding  prices. 
Hocking  holds  strong  at  circular  figures — $1.50— 
which  is  much  better  than  a  year  ago,  when  it 
was  quoted  at  $1.35  and  often  selling  for  as  low 
as  $1.15. 

Much  interest  is  manifested  in  Detroit  regard¬ 
ing  the  annual  convention  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale 
and  Retail  Dealers’  Association  at  Put-in-Bay  this 
week.  Over  300  are  attending  from  this  city. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  of  this  city,  secured  recently  the 
contract  to  supply  the  East  Michigan  asylum^  for 
the  insane  at  Pontiac  with  7,500  tons  of  F'air- 
inont  at  a  fair  price.  The  coal  of  fifteen  bidders 
was  submitted  to  tests. 

Detroit  factories  are  running  to  their  full  ca¬ 
pacities,  yet  few  of  the  plants  are  giving  orders 
for  more  coal,  which  is  ample  proof  that  the 
overstocking  in  March  ^in  anticipation  of  a  long 


an  agreement.  The  Washingtonville  miners  de¬ 
clined  to  consider  the  proposition  made  to  them 
on  a  screen  coal  basis,  declaring  that  it  will  re¬ 
duce  their  income.  At  Ifast  Palestine  the  miners 
work  on  this  basis,  but  decline  to  allow  the  use 
of  a  new  break  in  the  tipple  which  has  been  in¬ 
stalled.  'I  hus  in  all  the  districts  there  are  differ¬ 
ences  that  would  seem  difficult  of  settlement. 
,i\t  the  same  time  the  men  must  he  willing  to  give 
up  something  if  the  operators  make  sacriflce^ 
from  the  plans  they  had  formulated  and  iirom- 
ised  each  other  to  adhere  to. 

Some  time  this  week  the  operators  and  miners 
of  the  Masillon  district  will  probably  hold  a  con¬ 
ference.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  not  much  coal  is 
produced  in  this  district  through  the  early  sum¬ 
mer  months,  they  have  not  been  in  a  hurry  to 
adjust  matters.  But  with  the  approach  of  the 
time  for  beginning  business  for  the  fall  retail 
deliveries,  they  at  least  desire  to  have  an  under¬ 
standing.  It  is  not  known  what  the  miners  there 
desire,  but  in  all  probability  they  will  be  as  hard 
to  deal  with  as  the  others  have  been. 

A  story  is  in  circulation  that  the  Pittsburg 
vein  operators  will  look  into  the  legality  of  the 
agreement  made  by  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock 
Co.  with  the  miners.  The  agreement,  it  is  said, 
contained  a  clause  that  the  miners  shall  not  reach 
a  settlement  with  any  other  company  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  unless  it  be  upon  the  same  .sple  as  paid  by 
this  company.  The  operators  believe  this  to  be 
a  violation  of  the  Valentine  anti-trust  law  and 
that  the  agreement  was,  in  part  at  least,  the 
cause  of  failure  to  reach  a  settlement  at  Wheel¬ 
ing. 


Coal  Trade. 

strike  and  a  bitter  fight  between  miners  and  op¬ 
erators  was  even  greater  than  at  first  supposed. 
But  it  is  generally  contended  that  those  “happy 
go-liKky”  manufacturers  who  have  served  notice 
on  shippers  that  they  will  not  invest  any  more 
money  in  coal  until  they  can  see  the  floors  of 
their  bins  will  regret  their  delay  about  the  time 
when  the  demand  increases  and  the  shortage  of 
cars  takes  place,  as  usual.  This  confidence  of  coal 
men  that  the  day  of  partial  famine  is  at  hand 
is  the  controlling  cause  of  the  present  firmness 
in  prices. 

Only  Four  Michigan  Mines  Operating. 

And  yet  every  coal  state  in  the  Lhiion  has  its 
mines  in  working  order — even  Michigan.  In 
this  state,  in  the  Saginaw  valley,  four  mines — 
Mosquito  and  Somers  No.  3  at  St.  Charles, 
Wolverine  No.  2  and  Auburn  mine  of  Bay  City — 
have  resumed  operations,  though  the  majority 
probably  will  not  start  up  until  the  middle  of  the 
present  month.  However,  since  April  first,  when 
all  the  mines  closed  down  and  kept  closed  down 
for  three  months,  fully  500  miners  have  left  the 
district.  As  men  were  scarce  before,  this  exodus 
naturally  will  act  as  a  serious  handicap  to  the 
operators  for  some  time. 

Columbus  News  Notes. 

Smith  M.  Comly,  president  of  the  National 
Fuel  Co.,  has  joined  his  family  at  their  summer 
cottage  at  Huronia  Beach,  Mich. 

The  Dean  Coal  Co.  will  install  new  motors  and 
other  modern  machinery  at  their  No.  926  Corn¬ 
ing  mine,  adding  materially  to  its  output. 

Frank  A.  Prendergast,  president  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  is  on  a  short  vacation 
trip  to  his  summer  home  at  Ripley,  N.  Y, 

Notwithstanding  the  coal  strike,  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  Hocking  Valley  railway  for  May, 
1906,  show  a  total  of  $526,000,  a  falling  off  of 
only  $58,000  compared  with  the  same  period  m 
1905. 

Charles  A.  Gibson,  secretary  of  the  Eagle  Coal 
Co.,  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  Dodds,  of 
Columbus,  on  the  20lh  inst.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gib¬ 
son  are  now  o.n  their  wedding  tour,  which  in¬ 
cludes  various  points  in  the  west. 

The  hliddle  States  Coal  Co.  will  occupy  the 
sixteenth  floor  of  the  .new  Capitol  Savings  & 
Trust  company  building,  which  will  be  ready  to 
receive  tenants  about  .August  first.  The  Middle 
States  will  have  one  of  the  finest  business  homes 
of  any  coal  company  in  Ohio. 


The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Ka.n’sas  City,  Mo.,  July  5. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  difference-  between  the  op¬ 
erators  and  miners  in  the  ,'\rkansas  field  are  to 
be  settled  in  court.  .No  decided  action  will  be 
taken  by  either  side  until  the  constitutionality 
of  the  Arkansas  mining  law  is  decided  upon. 
This  was  agreed  to  at  a  conference  of  represen¬ 
tatives  and  miners  held  in  Kansas  City  last  Fri¬ 
day.  John  .Mitchell,  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers,  came  to  Kansas  City  to  take  part  in 
the  conference. 

The  trouble  in  Arkansas  is  over  the  double 
standard  wage  scale.  Practically  all  the  mines 
in  .Arkansas  are  now  involved  in  the  contro¬ 
versy.  'Ihe  so-called  anthracite  mines  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  district  are  idle  and  are  likely 
to  remain  idle  unless  there  can  be  a  settlement. 
In  the  semi-anthracite  district,  Western  .Arkan¬ 
sas,  the  mines  are  working,  but  are  a  source  of 
constant  friction.  The  .Arkansas  law  provides 
that  the  miner  shall  be  paid  for  all  coal  he  mines. 
The  Arkansas  coal  is  easily  shot  to  pieces  by 
careless  blasting  and  the  sla'bk  is  almost  worth¬ 
less,  being  too  far  from  a  market  requ.ring 
steam  coal  in  large  quantities. 

The  operators  secured  an  agreement  to  a  dou¬ 
ble  standard  which  they  say  allows  them  to  weigh 
all  the  coal  a  miner  sends  up  then  screen  the 
coal  and  paj'  for  the  lui^p  coal  only.  The  miners 
say  it  is  a  contract  in  violation  of  law,  and  insist 
that  it  can  not  be  enforced.  They  are  demanding 
that  they  be  paid  on  a  run-of-mine  basis. 

The  miners  had  officials  of  the  Holen-Darnall 
company  in  Arkansas,  arrested  for  violating  the 
state  law.  This  will  form  the  test  case  to  decide 
the  question  at  issue  between  the  operators  and 
miners.  In  the  conference  Mitchell  took  the  posi- 
t’on  that  a  sliding  scale  could  be  operated  but 
that  the  mine-run  price  should  not  be  less  than 
sixty-two  cents  a  ton. 

The  trouble  in  the  Novinger  district  in  north 
Missouri  has  practically  been  settled  and  the 
mines  are  reopening. 

Partial  Restriction  cf  Output. 

Manj'  of  the  mines  throughout  the  southwest 
are  idle  because  the  demand  for  coal  during  the 
warm  season  is  not  equal  to  the  supply.  It  is 
probable  that  large  storage  stocks  will  be  accu¬ 
mulated  between  now  and  September  first.  Prices 
are  on  an  ante-strike  basis  with  no  prospect  of 
an  immediate  change.  There  is  little  domestic 
coal  in  the  market. 

R.  S.  Thomas,  state  mine  inspector  of  Missmiri, 
has  completed  the  report  of  the  coal  mining  in¬ 
dustry  for  1905  in  Missouri.  The  year  was  fairly 
prosperous  despite  adverse  conditions.  The  total 
amount  of  coal  mined  for  the  year  was  4,379,090 
tons,  which  at  the  average  price  at  the  mines 
brought  $7,141,983.  There  are  4SS  mines  in 
the  state,  employing  10,401  persons.  The  cost  of 
the  powder  used  was  $226,758.  Lafayette  county 
leads  with  a  production  of  705,917  tons  of  coal. 

The  members  of  the  Southwestern  Interstate 
Coal  Operators’  .Association  gave  a  banquet  to 
President  W.  C.  Perry  at  the  Elm  Ridge  Club 
in  Kansas  City  last  Friday  night.  .About  seventy- 
five  members  of  the  association  were  present.  -A 
chest  of  silver  and  a  gold  watch  and  chain,  val¬ 
ued  at  a  total  of  $1,000,  were  presented  to  Mr. 
Perry.  The  banquet  was  given  in  reco.gnition 
of  Mr.  Perrv's  services  in  settling  the  recent 
coal  strike  iii  the  southwest.  Several  speeches 
were  made  commendatory  of  Mr.  Perry's  ser¬ 
vices  and  personality.  He  responded  feehngly. 
.Among  those  at  the  banquet  were : 

\\'.  C.  Perry.  D.  B.  Holmes.  C.  S.  Keith.  J.  FI. 
.Atwood.  Bennet  Brown.  William  Busby.  S.  W. 
Kniffin,  Peter  McCaul.  B.  F.  Bush.  W.  G.  Wilmot. 
Janies  Elliott.  David  Mackey.  W.  J.  Jenkins.  J.  N. 
Hodges.  .A.  M.  Fellows.  .A.  J.  Mc.Alhenie.  Rus¬ 
sell  Smith.  J.  A.  Bolen,  1.  H.  Fetty.  W.  S.  New¬ 
comb,  G.  E.  Stewart,  W.  E.  Turkmgton.  H-  I'- 
Jackman.  Fred  Grant,  J.  H.  Williams.  James 
Hamilton.  C.  J.  Tucker.  L.  D.  Laning.  Harry  Har¬ 
ris,  T.  W.  AlcClelland.  E.  E.  Machette.  M.  Bran- 
dau.  B.  F.  Bush.  F.  J.  Bannister.  L.  F.  Jordan. 
E.  E.  Riley  E.  R.  Sweeney.  J.  C.  Sherwood,  .A.  P. 
Moore,  G.  W.  Evans.  G.  K.  Mackie.  J.  H.  Ben¬ 
nett.  G.  W.  Kierstead.  D.  Fennell,  F.  E.  Double¬ 
day  E.  S.  Nevins.  M.  Bannister.  E.  B.  Loveland. 
W  C.  Perrv  Jr.,  E.  R.  Duskv.  .A.  H.  Raymond. 
T  II  Scott’ F.  S.  Dickev.  E.  C.  Price,  E.  F.  Mc- 
’Gowan,  J.  D.  O’Flaherty.  J.  H.  Bovard,  L.  L. 
Chipman,  J.  H.  Durkee,  L.  C.  Boyle. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


B.  C.  Bowman,  secretary  and  manager  of  the 
S.  H.  Bowman  Lumber  Co.,  Minneapolis,  spent 
a  portion  of  the  week  in  Chicago. 

Frank  B.  Downing,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Old  Colony  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  is  absent  from 
the  city  on  an  extended  business  trip. 

W.  G.  Zoller,  of  Bell  &  Zoller,  Chicago,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  left  on  Monday  for  a  Euro¬ 
pean  trip,  to  be  gone  until  about  September  tenth. 

A  new  catalogue  describing  the  complete  line 
of  crushers  manufactured  by  the  Williams  Patent 
Crusher  Co.,  St.  Louis  and  Chicago,  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  within  the  next  few  days. 

M.  T.  Roach,  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  president 
of  the  New  River-Kanawha  Coal  Co.,  in  the 
course  of  a  western  trip,  spent  several  days  in 
Chicago  the  first  of  the  present  week. 

R.  W.  Durham,  of  the  Covey  Durham  Coal  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Cliicago,  together  with  Mrs. 
Durham,  is  enjoying  a  two-weeks’  outing  at  Sau- 
gatuck,  Mich.,  on  the  Kalamazoo  river. 

Joseph  Leiter,  president  of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Co., 
Chicago,  and  Morton  Otis,  general  sales  manager 
of  the  same  company,  have  been  spending  the 
week  at  various  points  in  southern  Illinois. 

J.  R.  Bent,  superintendent  of  the  Oglesby  Coal 
Co.,  was  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  last  week,  where  he 
went  to  visit  the  large  factory  of  the  Ottumwa 
Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  and  while  there  he  placed 
an  order  for  another  Ottumwa  loader  to  be  used 
at  their  new  tipple  which  will  be  finished  soon. 

H.  C.  Perry,  who  has  recently  resigned  the 
presidency  of  the  Illinois  branch  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  will  take  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  general  manager  of  the  Donk  Bros.  Coal 
Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  thus  joining  the  ranks  of  a 
party  against  which  he  has  so  long  waged  bitter 
warfare. 

Leonard  G.  Bruder,  trustee  for  the  estate  of 
George  N.  Beek,  bankrupt,  has  paid  as  a  first  and 
final  dividend  one  per  cent  to  all  of  the  credit¬ 
ors.  Mr.  Beek  conducted  a  wholesale  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  and 
this  large  dividend  will  be  cheering  news  to  his 
many  creditors. 

The  Fairbanks-Morse  Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  large 
coal  storage  shed  for  the  Northern  Coal  &  Dock 
Co.,  at  Nicollet  Island,  Minn.  The  shed  will 
be  erected  on  the  Great  Northern  tracks,  and  will 
he  of  heavy  timber  construction.  The  cost  will 
be  about  $11,000. 

The  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co.  has  filed  a 
mortgage  with  the  Vigo  county  recorder  at  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.,  for  $1,500,000  in  favor  of  the  First 
Trust  &  Savings  Bank,  of  Chicago.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  eleven  mines  in  the  Vigo,  Greene  and 
Sullivan  county  fields  and  several  thousand  acres 
of  promising  territory.  The  rnortgage  is  to  ob¬ 
tain  money  to  further  develop  its  business. 

F.  A.  Holmes,  mentioned  in  this  column  last 
week,  was  formerly  connected  with  the  R.  B. 
Harder  Coal  Co.  and  not  with  the  Pittsburg  & 
Indiana  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Holmes  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  R.  B.  Harder  Coal  Co.  on  May 
first,  this  year,  and  on  the  same  date  Mr.  Harder 
organized  the  Pittsburg  &  Indiana  Coal  Co., 
which  accounts  for  the  error  made  in  the  item 
printed  last  week. 

The  W.  M.  Lyons  Coal  Co.,  doing  business  at 
213  North  Washington  street,  Peoria,  III,  has  for 
many  years  ranked  among  the  leading  dealers 
of  that  city.  For  some  reason,  perhaps  because 
they  made  so  much  money  that  they  are  now  able 
to  retire  and  live  on  their  income,  they  have 
recently  completed  negotiations  whereby  they 
have  transferred  their  entire  interests  to  the 
H.  A.  Robinson  Fuel  Co.,  who  will  continue  the 
business  at  the  old  familiar  location. 

George  Merryweather,  for  more  than  a  score 
of  years  general  western  agent  for  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  has  become  a  banker,  having  recently  accepted 
the  presidency  of  the  Railway  Exchange  Bank. 
This  bank  was  organized  to  take  over  the  Jack- 
son  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  and  will  have  a  cap¬ 


ital  stock  of  $250,000,  fully  paid  up.  Joy  Morton 
will  be  vice-president  and  A.  M.  Rode  will  be 
assistant  cashier.  The  business  will  be  carried 
on  without  interruption  at  the  old  office  of  the 
Jackson  Trust  and  Savings  Bank,  Railway  Ex¬ 
change  building,  Chicago. 

The  following  coal  contracts  were  let  by  the 
county  board  of  Cook  county,  Illinois,  at  its 
session  June  twenty-fifth:  Anthracite  coal: 

Dunning,  David  Rutter  &  Co.,  $6.50  a  ton ;  county 
hospital,  Scully-Kostner  Coal  Co.,  $7  a  ton. 
Bituminous  coal :  County  hospital,  Ohio  Fuel 
Co.,  $2.50  a  ton ;  poorhouse,  Jones  &  Adams  Coal 
Co.,  $2.30  a  ton;  insane  asylum,  Ohio  Fuel  Co., 
$2.40  a  ton;  county  agent,  district  No.  1,  Baker 
Bros.,  $2.85  a  ton;  district  No.  2,  Scully-Kostner 
Coal  Co.,  $3.25  a  ton;  districts  3  and  4,  Frank  M. 
McCarthy,  $3.25  a  ton;  district  No.  5,  Edgewater 
Coal  Co.,  $3.55  a  ton;  district  No.  6,  Edgewater 
Coal  Co.,  $3.50  a  ton;  district  No.  7,  M.  Donohue 
Coal  Co.,  $2.95  a  ton. 

Manager  Fellenz,  accompanied  by  eight  good 
ball  players  and  a  number  of  enthusiastic  rooters, 
left  Chicago  last  Saturday  night  for  Milwaukee 
with  the  scalp  of  the  Black  Diamonds  carefully 
tucked  underneath  his  belt.  It  was  a  close  and 
exciting  game  and  it  took  eleven  long  innings  to 
decide  the  contest.  Victory  finally  perched  on 
the  Cream  City  banner  but  the  margin  was  very 
small,  as  the  score  was  13  to  12.  After  the  game 
the  visitors  were  taken  to  the  Chicago  Beach 
hotel  where  dinner  was  served.  Each  team  has 
won  one  game  and  the  deciding  contest  will  be 
plaj’ed  within  the  next  few  weeks  and  Milwaukee 
will  probably  be  the  scene  of  the  struggle.  The 
teams  are  evenly-  matched  and  the  next  game 
should  draw  a  big  crowd  from  both  cities. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  is  the  headquarters  of  two  new 
West  Virginia  coal  companies.  The  Kanawha  & 
Ohio  Fuel  Co.,  405-406  New  Hayden  building, 
is  the  name  of  the  latest  organization  to  locate 
its  offices  here.  It  is  an  entirely  new  compariy, 
with  an  incorporation  of  $25,000.  Among  its 
products  are  Kanawha  splint  and  gas  New  River 
smokeless  coal.  Burt  R.  Wyeth,  of  Columbus, 
is  president,  and  A.  Ernest  Washburn,  general 
manager.  Mr.  Washburn  was  formerly  located 
in  the  coal  trade  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  and  has 
extensive  knowledge  of  that  territory.  Another 
important  addition  to  Columbus  coal  interests 
is  the  Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  has  just 
opened  for  business  in  the  Columbus  Savings  & 
Trust  building.  The  new  corporation  has  large 
holdings,  both  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  the  Poca- 
jiontas  field,  under  full  development.  Mr.  A.  B. 
Willson,  an  experienced  eastern  coal  man,  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  local  offices,  while  C.  H. 
Donohoe  will  represent  the  soliciting  end  of  the 
business. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railway  Co. 
is  making  very  extensive  preparations  for  becom¬ 
ing  one  of  the  active  and  important  factors  in 
the  business  of  handling  the  coal  produced  from 
Illinois  mines.  It  is  just  completing  its  line  to 
Herrin,  Williamson  county,  which  will  be  its  tei- 
minal  for  the  time  being,  and  a  permanent  divi¬ 
sion  point  of  importance.  The  completeness  of  the 
preparation  being  made  for  handling  a  large  vol¬ 
ume  of  business  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the 
work  being  done  at  Herrin  includes  the  con¬ 
struction  of  storage  tracks  having  a  capacity  of 
eighteen  hundred  cars.  Surveys  are  being  rap 
idly  pushed  for  two  extensions  of  the  Burling¬ 
ton  from  Herrin,  one  to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  the 
other  to  Thebes,  Ill.  The  plans  of  the  company 
include  not  only  these  main  lines,  hut  several 
side  lines  as  feeders.  When  this  extensive  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  fully  carried  out  the  Burlington 
will  have  opened  up  the  markets  of  the  north¬ 
west  in  a  way  which  will  make  them  fully  avail¬ 
able  for  Illinois  operators. 

From  reports  being  received  there  Is  going  to 
he  a  large  and  representative  atteiulance  at  the 
First  Annual  Pow  Wow  of  the  Kokoals  on  ne.xt 
Wednesday,  July  eleventh.  Members  from  all 
sections  of  the  country  have  signified  their  in¬ 
tention  of  being  present.  The  first  session  will 


he  held  at  the  .-Kuditorium  Hotel,  Wednesday 
morning.  All  coal  men  are  cordially  invited  to 
this  session  regarrlless  of  whether  they  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  order  or  not.  The  address  of  welcome 
in  behalf  of  the  Chicago  coal  trade  will  be  made 
by  C.  L.  Dering,  manager  for  S.  C.  Schenck,  and 
the  response  by  Modoc  Geo.  M.  Barclay.  A 
fatherly  talk  on  the  experience  of  the  Hoo  Hoos 
will  also  he  given  by  Mr.  William  Ellis,  and 
there  will  be  other  interesting  addresses.  In  the 
afternoon  there  w.ll  be  an  executive  session  for 
members  only,  and  election  of  officers,  while  m 
.the  evening  will  be  the  koruskation  ceremonic.' 
and  initiation  of  new  members,  followed  by  an 
informal  banquet  at  the  Auditorium  and  va'ude- 
ville  entertainment.  On  Thursday  morning  in¬ 
stallation  of  new  officers  and  unfinished  business, 
followed  by  a  sight  seeing  tour  of  the  city  for 
the  visitors  and  in  the  evening  the  Kokoals  will 
all  go  in  a  body  to  the  White  City. 

If  the  plans  of  its  sponsors  do  not  miscarry, 
southern  Illinois  wiU,  in  the  near  future,  have 
another  large  town  dependent  for  its  prosperity 
upon  the  coal  mining  industry.  This  new  town 
has  already  been  platted  and  is  located  six  miles 
northeast  of  Marion  and  about  the  same  distance 
southeast  of  Johnston  City,  Illinois.  The  faith 
which  its  founders  have  in  its  future  is  shown 
by  their  selection  of  Pittsburg  as  its  name.  It  lies 
in  the  heart  of  one  of  the  greatest  undeveloped 
coal  fields  of  the  state,  being  the  first  town  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  eastern  half  of  Williamson  county, 
the  territory  which  is  believed  to  contain  even 
more  valuable  coal  deposits  than  the  remainder  of 
the  county.  The  government  has  already  granted  a 
postoffice  for  the  new  town  and  building  and  co.n- 
tract  work  of  all  kinds  is  now  going  on.  Pittsburg 
was  located  and  founded  by  the  Colp  Coal  Co., 
and  from  among  its  stockholders  an  association 
has  been  formed  to  develop  the  new  town.  This 
company  has  twenty-seven  stockholders,  among 
whom  are  the  names  of  the  most  prominent  coal 
operators  and  business  men  of  southern  Illinois. 
The  board  of  directors  are  C.  A.  Gent,  president, 
who  is  also  president  of  the  Chicago  &  Marion 
Coal  Co. ;  vice-president,  John  Colp,  who  is  also 
president  of  the  Lake  Creek  Coal  Co. ;  treasurer, 
J.  M.  Burkhart,  who  is  also  president  of  the  Wil¬ 
liamson  County  Savings  Bank;  secretary,  L.  A. 
Colp,  who  is  also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Lake  Creek  Coal  Co. ;  general  manager,  H.  Wille- 
ford.  Other  directors,  Sam  T.  Brush,  former 
president  of  the  St.  Louis  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  Co., 
and  Geo.  H.  Goodall.  The  Colp  Co.  has  purchased 
or  leased  over  4,()()()  acre.s  of  coal  land  upon  which 
it  will  operate,  and  many  other  companies  have 
purchased  large  tracts  upon  which  they  are  either 
already  operating  or  now  constructing  shafts. 
Within  the  last  year  Illinois  Central  interests 
have  purchased  11,000  acres  and  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.  and  the  New  York  Central  interests  have 
purchased  over  25,000  acres.  All  of  these  opera¬ 
tions  are  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  new 
town.  Pittsburg  is  situated  on  the  Missouri  Pa¬ 
cific  and  New  York  Central  systems,  with  the 
prospect  of  securing  the  building  of  connections 
with  branches  of  the  Illinois  Central  and  the 
Frisco  and  Burlington  systems,  all  three  of 
which  are  now  within  a  radius  of  seven  miles  of 
the  town,  and  are  engaged  in  further  extensions 
into  this  field.  Among  the  producing  coal  opera¬ 
tions  immediately  adjacent  to  Pittsburg  are  those 
of  the  Chicago  &  ^Iarion  Coal  Co.,  the  Carter- 
ville  District  Coal  Co.,  the  New  Virginia  Coal 
Co.,  the  Williamson  County  Coal  Co.,  the  John¬ 
ston  City  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  Co.  and  mines  num¬ 
ber  two  and  three  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co. 
To  this  list  a  few  months  will  add  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  whose  shaft 
is  nearly  completed,  and  the  Scranton  &  Big 
Muddy  Coal  Co.,  the  Lake  Creek  Coal  Co.  and 
the  Chicago  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  Co.  '  Thus  it  will 
he  seen  that  Pittsburg  makes  its  beginning  under 
the  most  favorable  and  flattering  conditions,  sit¬ 
uated  as  it  is  in  the  heart  of  a  vast  coal  field, 
ju.st  entering  upon  full  development  and  in  the 
midst  of  a  rich  farming  community  If  the  ex 
pectations  of  the  founders  are  realized  it  will, 
within  five  years,  have  a  population  of  from  ten 
to  twelve  thousand  inhabitants. 
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'I'ME  Hli/VCK  DIAMOND  IS  I’UHLISIIKD  SATUHDAY  OK  EACH  WEEK 
AT  CIIICAOO,  ILL.,  IIY  THE  DLACK  DIAMOND  CO.,  Inc. 

Awarded  Medal  at  Louisiana  I'lirchase  Exposition  as  tlie  Best  Coal 
'I'rade  Paper  In  the  United  States. 


The  Black  Diamond  Is  the  Olllclal  Newspaper  of  the  KoHowlnK 

Associations: 


'I'he  Indiana  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President  J  C.  Kolsem,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ;  Vice-President,  Hugh  Shirkie, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Philip  Penna  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.;  Executive  Committee,  E.  Shirkie,  T.  C.  Keller,  F.  J.  Urbam,  Otto 
Heyden,  John  McFadyen,  J.  Smith  Talley,  Hugh  Shirkie,  J.  K.  Seifert,  Job 
Freeman,  John  Hewitt,  David  Ingle  and  Martin  Cahill. 


The  Iowa  Coal  Oiierators’  Association 

President,  H.  L.  Waterman,  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Vice-President,  T.  J.  PhUIips, 
Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Secretary,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  low^;  Treasurer,  E.  C. 
Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Commissioner,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa; 
Executive  Committee,  Alex.  Uargavell,  B.  C.  Buxton,  S.  W.  White,  E.  C. 
Smith  and  Samuel  McClure. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 

President,  James  Walker;  Vice-President,  George  W.  Edmonds;  Secretary, 
Charles  K.  Scull;  Treasurer,  James  M.  Kelley. 


Tlxe  Black  Diamond  Club,  South  Bend.  Ind. 

President,  Walter  C.  Miller;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Gaskill ;  Secretary,  D.  R. 
Lontz;  Treasurer,  Lewis  Kanouse. 
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Eastern  Office . 29  Broadway,  New  York 

Cincinnati  Office . 130  East  Eighth  Street,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Pittsburg  Office . 1204  Machesney  Building,  223  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg 

Bell  Telephone  Court  2031. 


Entered  at  the  Chicago  Postofflce  as  Second  Class  Matter 


The  Labor  Leaders  and  Arbitration. 

In  the  course  of  the  recent  strikes  interesting  side  lights  have  been 
thrown  upon  various  topics  of  varying  degrees  of  importance  to  the  coal 
trade.  Not  least  in  importance  among  the  subjects  thus  illumined  is  that 
of  arbitration  and  the  changing  attitude  of  the  labor  leaders  toward  this 
method  of  determining  questions  at  issue  between  employers  and  their 
employes. 

Not  many  years  ago  union  officials  were  clamorous  for  arbitration,  in 
season  and  out  of  season.  No  matter  how  firmly  fixed  a  principle  might 
be,  by  usage  and  experience  of  years,  they  could  see  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  lie  submitted  to  the  determination  and  possible  revision  of  a 
board  of  arbiters.  Many  were  the  anathemas  hurled  at  employers  because 
they  sometimes  insisted  that  business  axioms  were  not  fit  subjects  for  this 
mode  of  treatmc.nt.  By  continuous  clamor  of  this  sort  men  of  the  Mitchell 
and  Gompers  type  were  able  to  convince  a  large  section  of  the  press  and 
of  the  reading  public:  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  cause  of  capital^ was  so 
weak  that  it  was  afraid  to  submit  its  claims  to  impartial  arbiters;  on  the 
other  hand,  that  labor  merely  asked  its  clear  rights  as  thus  determined 
and  would  not  dream  of  taking  any  unfair  advantage  afforded  by  chance 
circumstances  of  strength. 

According  to  the  doctrine  thus  promulgated,  the  righteous  cause  of 
arbitration  was  making  but  slow  progress  because  injustice,  intrenched  in 


power,  was  withholding  this  ready  means  of  righting  all  ills,  despite  the  pite¬ 
ous  appeals  of  those  whose  cause  was  just  though  weak.  In  a  word,  to  refuse 
arbitration  was  branded  as  clear  prima  facie  proof  that  the  party  refusing 
it  had  a  case  too  weak  for  the  test  of  impartial  adjudication  and  mu.st  ile- 
pend  upon  lirute  strength  for  gaining  the  victory.  'I'he  brute  in  the  case 
was  always,  of  course,  the  employer. 

Recent  events  ii'ainly  indicate  a  complete  stepping  down  from  this 
lofty  ethical  platform  previously  alleged  to  be  the  unchangeable  position 
occupied  by  the  champions  of  labor.  Instead,  a  purely  opportunist  policy 
has  been  ailoptetl,  wliich  seems  to  ha\e  been  formulated  into  a  w'orking  rule 
running  somewhat  on  this  order :  When  we  see  that  the  operators  can  not 
be  forced  to  yield  to  our  demajids  and  that  wx  are  on  the  point  of  failure, 
assume  the  old-fashioned  virtttous  attitude  and  propose  arbitration  as  a 
last  resort  before  surrender.  But  w'hen  we  see  that  a  state  of  affairs  exists 
which  gives  good  chance  of  success  in  forcing  our  demands  dowm  the 
operators’  throats  regardless  of  where  justice  lies,  why,  then  raise  the  cry 
of  “nothing  to  arbiirate”  and  stand  pat. 

That  stich  a  rule  has  been  formally  adopted  in  board  meeting  assembled 
we  would  of  course  be  far  from  alleging.  But  the  rule  as  formulated  above 
fits  admirably  with  the  course  of  recent  events.  As  a  tentative  measure, 
before  formally  declaring  a  strike  in  the  anthracite  region,  the  so-called 
suspension  of  work  was  ordered  for  April  first.  Then  followed  the  usual 
series  of  joint  conferences  between  operators  and  men,  in  which  every  effort 
was  put  forth  to  wring  certain  concessions  from  the  former.  These  de¬ 
mands  were  firmly  resisted,  the  operators  standing  pat,  not  for  a  plan 
of  their  own,  but  simply  for  the  continuance  of  the  status  quo  decreed  by 
a  previous  arbitration  in  which  the  miners  had  gained  a  large  percentage 
of  their  demands.  When  it  had  become  apparent  that  the  operators  would 
not  recede  from  this  position,  and  likewise  that  converting  the  suspension 
into  a  strike  would  not  improve  matters,  then  Mr.  Mitchell,  as  a  last  re¬ 
sort,  tried  to  wrest  victory  out  of  defeat  by  suavely  proposing  an  arbitra¬ 
tion  of  the  previous  arbitration.  'Ibis  having  been  bluntly  refused,  as  it 
deserved,  the  spokesmen  for  labor  promptly  heralded  the  rejection  as  an¬ 
other  act  of  tyranny  on  the  part  of  the  “robber  barons.”  Nevertheless,  the 
Scranton  convention  quickly  followed  with  its  gracefully  engineered  back¬ 
down  and  return  to  work.  So  much  for  clause  one  of  the  new  rule. 

Now'  notice  the  w'orking  of  clause  two  as  seen  in  the  west.  Hardly 
had  the  eastern  miners’  proposal  become  known  when  the  western  operators, 
adopting  Mitchell’s  suggestions  as  to  the  constitution  and  powers  of  the 
arbitration  board,  and  almost  using  his  words,  proposed  that  the  disagree¬ 
ments  in  the  bituminous  field  should  be  settled  according  to  his  own  plan, 
'fhrowing  consistency  to  the  winds,  and  not  even  waiting  to  see  what  the 
anthracite  operators  would  do  with  the  miners’  own  proposal,  the  latter 
promptly  rejected  the  offer  of  arbitration  made  by  the  bituminous  operators. 
Alleged  reasons  for  this  were  plentiful — arbitration  is  for  use  where  there 
is  reasonable  doubt,  but  here  the  cause  of  the  miners  is  so  indubitably  just 
as  to  leave  nothing  to  arbitrate — but  the  real  reason  was  of  a  different  sort. 
'I'here  was  lack  of  unanimity  among  the  operators  as  to  their  ability  to  wm 
in  a  protracted  struggle,  'fhe  miners  knew  of  this  element  of  weakness  in 
the  opposing  camp  and  so  rejected  arbitration  because  they  believed  they 
could  win  more  by  force  than  by  impartial  adjudication,  as  per  clause  two  of 
the  rule. 

Another  instance,  very  much  to  the  point,  is  to  be  noted  in  the  so-called 
Clearfield  conference,  as  brought  out  by  President  Robinson,  of  the  Rochester- 
Pittsburg  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  in  his  recent  open  letter  to  the  company's  em¬ 
ployes.  He  makes  it  very  explicit  that  the  operators  of  the  Clearfield  dis¬ 
trict  were  ready  to  take  part  in,  and  accept  the  results  of,  an  arbitration 
in  no  way  limited  to  meet  the  view  of  one  side,  thereby  giving  an  unfair 
advantage.  The  operators  proposed  to  give  the  arbitrators  absolutely  free 
range  that  they  might  fully  consider  any  and  all  questions  necessary  for 
arriving  at  a  fair  understanding  which  would  give  equal  justice  both  to  miners 
and  operators.  This  was  flatly  turned  down,  not  by  vote  of  the  miners 
themselves,  but  by  the  officials  of  the  union. 

It  is  high  time  for  the  intelligent  public  to  have  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  facts  as  to  who  is  responsible  for  the  failure  of  arbitration  to  accom¬ 
plish  what  it  might  in  the  settlement  of  labor  difficulties.  If  space  would 
permit  other  instances  could  be  cited,  not  only  from  the  coal  trade,  but 
from  other  industries,  all  going  to  show  the  same  thing,  namely,  that  while 
arbitration  is  far  from  being  a  failure,  the  frequent  failure  to  use  it  is  due 
to  the  insincerity  and  hypocrisy  of  its  quondam  advocates  and  self-vaunted 
champions. 

If  union  labor,  or  rather  union  officials,  really  wanted  equal  justice 
done,  regardless  of  who  is  hit  by  it,  they  could  get  it  far  quicker  and  far 
more  surely  by  arbitration  than  by  the  uncertain,  expensive  and  often  dis¬ 
astrous  method  of  the  strike.  But  seeking  selfish  ends,  their  single  aim 
is  victory,  right  or  wrong,  and  so  they  have  tried  to  debase  arbitration  from 
its  high  place,  and  to  make  of  it  merely  a  political  tool,  to  the  lasting 
injury  of  labor,  of  capital  and  of  the  country. 
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Frederick  Ji  Hobbs. 

At  its  recent  convention  in  Fort  Wayne,  Ind., 
the  Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers 
Association  honored  itself  as  well  as  the  gentle¬ 
man  in  Quest. on,  by  electing  as  its  president  Fred¬ 
erick  A.  Hobbs,  of  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.  It  was 
our  intention  to  prepare  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Hobhs 
career  for  the  benefit  of  the  readers  of  The 
Black  Diamond.  Finding  need  for  further  in¬ 
formation  on  certain  points  we  wrote  to  a  life¬ 
long  acquaintance  of  the  new  president.  In  reply 
we  have  received  a  statement  at  once  so  compre¬ 
hensive  and  so  original  that  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  edit  it  into  more  conventional  form.  Accord¬ 
ingly  we  reproduce  it  as  written  by  its  author,  snu- 
ply  prefacing  it  with  the  remark  that  the  ability- 
shown  and  success  achieved  by  Mr.  Hobbs  in 
business,  in  politics,  and  socially,  presages  great 
things  as  to  his  administration  of  affairs  for  the 
Michigan-Indiana  Retail  Association. 

‘Our  correspondent  writes:  Our  subject  was 
born  on  the  banks  of  the  Wabash  at  Terre  Haute, 
ind.,  in  1859,  but  was  persuaded  to  leave  these  favor¬ 
able  surroundings  at  an  early  age  and  accompany 
his  parents  to  Iowa  where  he  grew  up,  attended 
school,  but  neglected  to  go  to  college.  He  clerked 


F.  A.  HOBBS, 

[•RESIDENT  MICHIGAN-INDIANA  RETAIL  ASSOCIATION. 


of  the  city  of  Benton  Harbor  (1890-91)  and  it 
was  in  th's  office  that  his  education  was  com- 
[)leted.  He  recommends  highly  the  position  of 
mayor  of  a  country  town  as  one  possessing  emi¬ 
nent  educational  advantages  for  any  aspiring 
young  man  who  desires  to  increase  his  store 
of  general  information.  lie  has  not  bothered  with 
politics  since,  except  occasionally  in  an  amateur 
way.  At  present  his  political  ambitions  arc  sat¬ 
isfied  with  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  county 
committee.  Socially  our  subject  may  he  cata¬ 
logued  as  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  as  a  member  of  several  local  organ¬ 
izations,  while  his  family  consists  of  a  wife  and 
three  children. 


Convention  of  Ohio  Dealers. 

The  twelfth  annual  convention  and  outing  of 
the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Ohio  is  being  held  at  Hotel  Victory,  Put- 
In-Bay,  Ohio,  on  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday 
of  the  present  week. 

The  program  has  been  arranged  with  the  ex¬ 
press  purpose  of  securing  general  discussion  and 
exchange  of  opinions  by  the  members.  In  fur¬ 
therance  of  this  idea,  in  addition  to  the  dis¬ 
cussion  usually  following  addresses,  two  of  the 
most  important  subjects  which  will  be  taken  up 
have  had  no  leader  assigned  for  them,  but  will 
be  considered  in  an  entirely  open  debate.  The 
program  follows : 

Program. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  JULY  5,  10:30  A.  M. 

Meeting  of  the  official  and  executive  board. 

Convention  opens  Thursday,  July  5.  at  2 :00 
p.  m. 

President’s  address,  W.  F.  Voegele,  Mansfield, 
Ohio. 

Announcements  and  appointment  of  commit¬ 
tees. 

Reports  of  secretary  and  treasurer. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  JULY  6,  10  :00  A.  M. 

Address — The  Value  of  Organization,  C.  B 
Jenkins,  Marion,  Ohio. 

Address — Car  Service  and  Demurra-’e,  J.  W. 
McCord,  Columbus,  Ohio,  secretary  Ohio  Ship¬ 
pers’  Association. 

The  Local  Coal  Club — Its  Possibilities  and 
How  Legally  Conducted.  Discussion  led  by 
Thos.  T.  Swearingen,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Informal  Talk— What  Happened  to  Us,  A  Del¬ 
aware  Member. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  JULY  6,  2  :00  P.  M. 

Discussion — ^The  Cash  Basis  System. 

Discussion — The  Short  Weight  Evil. 


in  the  postoffice  and  for  several  years  officiated  as 
bookkeeper  and  buyer  in  a  general  store.  He  was 
also  married  during  this  period  and  in  1885  emi¬ 
grated  with  his  family  to  Michigan,  where  in 
connection  with  the  late  Frank  R.  Gilson  he 
established  the  first  daily  paper  in  Benton  Harbor. 

This  venture  was  reasonably  successful,  but  it 
did  not  possess  all  the  elements  of  excitement 
necessary  to  his  disposition  and  so  he  sold  out 
to  his  partner  in  1889  and  returned  to  the  ways  of 
trade,  embarking  in  the  coal  business,  which  he 
has  since  followed  without  interruption.  While 
acting  as  editor  he  absorbed  one  of  Bill  Nye’s 
axioms  to  the  effect  that  “the  mistake  made  by 
most  country  editors  is  that  they  depend  on  their 
papers  for  their  sole  means  of  support”  and  this 
he  applied  to  the  coal  business  because  he  soon 
afterwards  added  the  wholesale  salt  business  as 
agent  for  the  Michigan  Salt  Association  and  also 
engaged  in  jobbing  flour. 

In  1893  his  coal  business  was  incorporated  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  Benton  Fuel  Co.,  and  he  has  been 
its  president  continuously  since.  Incidentally  he 
has  been  connected  with  lake  transportation  in¬ 
terests  since  1890  and  for  the  past  seven  years 
has  been  manager  of  the  Benton  Transit  Co., 
engaged  in  the  fruit  carrying  trade  across  the 
lake  between  Benton  Harbor  and  Chicago. 

Our  subject  was  chosen  as  the  first  mayor 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  JULY  6,  3  :00  P.  M. 

Retailers’  Session — This  will  be  strictly  a  retail 
members’  session  for  the  discussion  of  association 
matters  and  such  business  as  may  properly  come 
before  the  retailers  for  consideration. 

N.  B. — Should  the  action  of  any  shipper  be 
questioned  at  this  time,  he  or  his  representative 
will  have  the  privilege  of  appearing  to  explain  or 
defend  his  action. 

FRIDAY  EVENING,  JULY  6,  AT  7:11:44  P.  M. 

Kokoal  Koruskation.  For  live  ones  only ! 
“Come  On  And  Lift.” 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  JULY  7,  9  :00  A.  M. 

Election  of  officers. 

Committee  reports. 

Adjournment. 


Coal  Production  of  I^cntucky. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Norwood,  chief  inspector  of  mines 
and  state  geologist,  has  prepared  a  summary 
showing  the  production  of  the  commercial  coal 
mines  of  the  state  for  the  calendar  year  of  1905 
to  have  been  8,036,646  short  tons.  Of  this  7,442,- 
727  tons  were  shipped  from  the  mines,  145,901 
tons  made  into  coke,  197,307  tons  were  used  at 
the  mines  and.  252,711  tons  were  sold  locally. 


The  figures  show  an  increase  of  71,322  tons 
over  the  output  of  1904.  There  were  increases  in 
the  western  and  southwestern  districts.  There  is 
a  decrease  of  37,005  tons  in  the  output  in  the 
northern  district,  the  mines  recently  opened  in 
Pike  and  Johnson  counties  not  having  sufficiently 
developed  during  the  year  to  overcome  the  losses 
in  Boyd  and  Carter  counties.  Floyd  county  en¬ 
tered  the  list  of  commercial  coal  producing  coun¬ 
ties  during  the  present  year. 

The  total  selling  value  of  the  commercial  prod¬ 
uct  at  the  mines  was  $7,810,154.  Included  in  the 
total  output  were  88,416  tons  of  cannel  coal, 
which  had  a  spot  value  of  $2,447  per  ton.  The 
total  value  of  the  bituminous  was  $7,593,788,  yield¬ 
ing  an  average  of  95.51  cents  per  ton  at  the  mine. 
Nearly  fift’'-three  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage 
shipped  from  the  mines  was  sent  to  other  states. 
This  was  an  increase  of  more  than  4.5  per  cent 
in  the  outward  shipments  as  compared  with  1904. 
The  total  outward  shipments  amounted  to 
3,932,656  tons. 

The  state  is  still  behind  in  the  production  of 
coke,  the  total  being  65,475  tons.  A  total  of  174 
companies  is  employed  in  operating  the  229 
mines,  employing  a  total  of  15,032  persons.  There 
were  twenty-eight  fatalities.  Hopkins  county, 
with  nineteen  mines,  leads  in  the  production,  turn¬ 
ing  out  1,989,574  tons,  while  Muhlenberg,  with 
seventeen  mines,  comes  next  with  1,044,402  tons. 


J.  M.  Easterly  Makes  a  Change. 

Jay  M.  Easterly,  one  of  the  best  known  coal 
men  in  Chicago,  has  been  appointed  manager  of 
the  Chicago  office  of  the  Carterville  District  Coal 
Co.,  and  is  now  busy  extolling  the  merits  of 
Carterville  coal  to  the  western  trade.  His  com¬ 
pany  has  mines  at  Marion,  Ill.,  with  a  producing 
capacity  of  1,200  tons  daily.  In  addition  to 
handling  their  ow.n  coal,  the  Carterville  District 
Coal  Co.  will  do  a  general  jobbing  business.  Jay 
M.  Easterly,  the  new  manager,  acquired  much 
of  his  early  knowledge  of,  the  coal  business  in 
the  stock  yards  district  of  Chicago.  His  first 
business  connection  in  this  city  was  as  coal  man 
for  Swift  &  Co.,  where  he  was  brought  in  con¬ 
tact  with  all  the  important  western  coal  interests 


and  where  he  was  enabled  to  make  a  careful  study 
of  coal,  its  qualities  and  its  use,  with  the  most 
advantageous  results.  In  1900  Mr.  Easterly  be¬ 
came  identified  with  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  and  remained  with  this  company  until  1903, 
when  he  helped  organize  the  firm  of  Gilmore  & 
Easterly.  Hast  year  this  partnershiii  was  dis¬ 
solved  and  he  became  connected  with  the  Harman 
Coal  Co.,  which  position  he  held  until  a  few  weeks 
ago,  when  he  decided  to  go  with  the  Carterville 
District  Coal  Co.  He  has  a  host  of  friends  in 
Chicago  and  the  northwest,  who  wish  him  every 
success  in  his  new  venture. 
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Plant  of  the  Donohoe  Coke  Co.,  Greenwald,  Pa* 


Never  Had  a 
Strike. 


Fig.  2.  Main  Plant  and  Office. 

chinery  and  labor  saving  devices  useful  in  con¬ 
nection  with  a  modern  coal  and  coke  plant.  1  he 
equipment  as  a  whole  is  worthy  of  special  men¬ 
tion  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  every 
portion  is  maintained.  'I'he  property  throughout 
is  kept  up  in  extremely  neat  fashion  and  the 
expense  is  found  to  he  repaid  by  the  improved 
conditions  of  operation. 

Fig.  1  shows  the  main  portion  of  the  plant,  in¬ 
cluding  office,  blacksmith  shop,  power  house,  tip¬ 
ple  and  washer  plant.  Fig.  I!  reproduces  a  view 
from  across  the  main  railroad  track  and  shows 
the  company’s  store  and  the  plant.  Extending 
off  to  the  right  is  a  hank  of  coke  ovens.  A  sim¬ 
ilar  bank  runs  around  the  hill  to  the  left,  off 
the  picture.  There  are  ISO  ovens  in  all. 

In  Fig.  thi^  plant  is  seen  again  from  a  point 
opposite  the  i)it  mouth,  showing  the  storage  yard 
for  railroad  cars  above  the  tipple,  also  the  motor 
house,  carpenter  shop,  supply  house  and  the  minor 
buildings.  Fig.  7  shows  the  pit  mouth,  with 
trackage  outside  and  a  train  of  loaded  cars  be¬ 
ing  hauled  out.  ( )n  the  hill  are  three  line  houses 
occupied  liy  Superintendent  King  and  his  assis¬ 
tants. 


‘From  Electrical  Mining,  for  April. 


The  company’s  property  also  includes  a  30,000,- 
oOO-gallon  reservoir,  which  supi)lies  water  not 
only  for  the  min¬ 
ing  plant  but  also 
for  the  railroad. 

On  the  hill  from 
which  h'ig.  3  is 
taken  are  compa¬ 
ny  houses  for  124 
miners’  families. 


crators  just  back  of  the  engines,  and  the  switch¬ 
board  on  the  rear  wall. 


Store 

cally 

gal. 


The  Donohoe 
plant  has  been  in 
operation  about  six 
yea  r  s,  during 
which  time  not  a 
single  day  has 
been  lost  due  to 
labor  disturbances 
of  any  kind.  The 
workmen  are  well 
p  aid  a  n  d  well 
treated  and  seem 
to  be  contented 
and  satisfied.  The 
company  certainly 
has  reduced  the 

production  of  coal  and  coke  to  a  substantial  and 
scientific  basis  and  their  success  is  a  natural 
result  of  broad  ideas  of  management,  together 
with  the  proper  selection  and  operation  of  the 

very  best  in  min¬ 
ing  machinery  and 
equipment. 

The  boiler  house. 
Figs.  1  and  2,  is  of 
brick  and  stone. 
The  four  150-horse 
power  tubular  boil¬ 
ers  are  equipped 
with  underfeed 
stokers  and  forced 
dra  f  t  apparatus. 
The  engine  house, 
immediate  1  y  b  e  - 
yond  the  smoke¬ 
stacks  in  Fig.  1 
and  toward  the  left 
in  Fig.  2,  is  to  be 
reconstructed  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming 
summer  and  built 
of  brick  and  stone. 
The  equipment  in¬ 
cludes  an  air  com¬ 
pressor  and  a 
steam  engine  for 
driving  the  coal 
handling  and 
washing  machinery.  The  power  from  this  en¬ 
gine  is  transmitted  and  distributed  by  rope  drives. 
As  the  company  has  planned  for  ultimate  electrical 
equip  m  e  n  t 

throughout,  the _ _  . 

days  of  the  air 
compressor  are 
numbered.  The 
electrical  machin¬ 
ery,  Fig.  6,  in¬ 
cludes  two  100-kw. 

Goodman  six-pole 
mining  generators 
belted  from  two 
McEwen  engines, 
built  by  the  Ridg- 
way  Dynamo  & 

Engine  Co.,  Ridg- 
way.  Pa.  A  three- 
panel  Goodman 
white  marble 
switchboard.  Fig. 

S',  stands  between 
the  two  generators. 

Current  is  distrib¬ 
uted  and  used  at  2o0  volts.  .  The  engines  are 
shown  in  the  front  of  the  illustration,  the  gen- 


Fig..  1.  Donohoe  Coke  Co.  Plant.  General  View. 


The  system  of  development  is  somewhat  of  a 
departure  from  general  practice  and  by  sewne 
has  been  considered  too  elaborate  and  unneces¬ 
sarily  expensive.  Results,  however,  seem  to  in¬ 
dicate  conclusively  otherwise. 

Mining  Methods  in  Use. 

Five  main  entries  split  the  coal  field,  as  shown 
by  the  skeleton  map  reproduced  in  Fig.  4.  The 
middle  entry  is  the  main  air  course,  with  haulage¬ 
way  and  air-way  on  each  side.  This  arrangement 
practically  gives  two  independent  mines,  one  at 
either  side  of  the  main  air  course.  These  five  en¬ 
tries,  beside  splitting  the  field  in  halves,  follow 
the  line  of  dip,  and  from  them,  right  and  left, 
every  400  feet,  are  turned  face  entries  driven 
on  water  level  regardless  of  the  course.  This 
system  is  not  productive  of  straight  entries  nor 
of  handsome  mine  maps,  but  is  decidedly  effective 
in  enabling  production  of  large  tonnage  per 
horse  used  in  gathering,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
not  a  pound  of  coal  is  hauled  up  hill  in  gathering 
trips.  All  up-hill  work  is  done  entirely  by  the 
electric  haulage  equipment. 

Description  of  Haulage  System. 

Haulage-ways  throughout  the  mine  are  lighted 
by  electricity,  as  is  also  the  whole  outside  plant. 
The  waters  of  the  mine  are  removed  bv  electri- 


Fig.  3. 


and  Coke  Ovens. 

driven  pumps,  triplex  and  turbine  centrifu- 


WESTERN  I’ENNSYLANVI  A  presents 
few,  if  any,  better  cxam|)lcs  of  success¬ 
ful  mining  operations  on  strictly  modern 
principles  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  plant  of  the 
Donohoe  Coke  Co.  at,  Greenwald,  northeastward 
from  Greensburg,  on  tlie  Alexandria  branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad.  The  general  offices  of  the 
company  are  at  Greensburg.  The  official  board 
consists  of  S.  F.  Potter,  president;  John  P.  Don¬ 
ohoe,  vice-president  and  general  manager;  Ifd- 
ward  E.  Donohoe,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
C.  Rae  King,  superintendent  in  charge  of  the 
mine. 

Through  a  drift  opening  in  the  eastern  crop 
this  company  is  working  the  Pittsburg  vein  in 
the  Greensburg  basin,  producing  a  very  good 
grade  of  coal.  The  daily  capacity  is  considerably 
in  excess  of  2,000  tons,  2,:)00  being  the  record 
run. 

High  Quality  of  Coke  Produced. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  coal  is  washed  and 
coked,  while  the  remainder  is  shipped.  T  he  coke 
produced  is  of  especially  high  grade,  as  shown 
by  the  fact  that  for  the  past  three  years  there 
has  been  no  occasion  to  put  a  single  oven  out 
of  blast  or  to  stock  the  product  to  any  consi(F 
erable  extent.  On  the  contrary  "Donohoe  coke” 
has  generally  commanded  a  premium  above  mar¬ 
ket  prices.  Hy  charging  five  instead  of  six  days 
per  week,  four  seventy-two-hour  burnings  and 
one  forty-eight-hour  burning  are  secured,  thus 
producing  a  maximum  proportion  of  first  grade 
foundry  coke. 

The  plant  at  present  employs  about  400  work¬ 
men  and  is  well  equipped  with  all  buildings,  ma¬ 
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This  mine  is  of  particular  interest  as  regards 
its  haulage  system.  It  was  one  of  the  first  ope¬ 
rations  to  adopt  the  rack  rail  haulage,  starting 
with  a  small  loco¬ 
motive  of  early 
type,  which  is  still 
in  good  condition 
for  service,  al¬ 
though  largely  su¬ 
perseded  now  by 
newer  locomotives 
of  higher  power. 

The  locomotive 
equipment  today 
includes  this  small 
unit  of  the  earliest 
type,  a  large  and 
powerful  unit  of 
latest  type,  and  a 
unit  intermediate 
between  these  two, 
both  in  character 
and  time  of  instal¬ 
lation. 

Adoption  of  the 
Rack  Rail. 

Adoption  of  the 
rack  rail  system 
here  was  dictated 
by  a  determina¬ 
tion  to  avoid  in  . 

this  new  plant  the  difficulties  which  previous  long 
experience  m  the  mines  of  another  large  coal 
corporation  had  shown  to  be  inseparable  from 
rope  haulage  methods. 

Driven  directly  down  the  dip,  the  main  entries 
gave  grades  of  varying  degree,  with  short  dis¬ 
tances  as  steep  as  ten  per  cent  against  the  loads. 
For  400  feet  (from  1,300  to  1,700  feet  inside  the 
mine)  there  was  encountered  an  extreme  dip 
averaging  7.5  per  cent  and  terminating  at  the 
bottom  in  a  swampy  spot.  By  raising  the  road¬ 
way  about  twelve  feet  at  this  point  and  grading 
the'  entire  haulage  throughout,  the  general  con¬ 
ditions  have  been  improved  so  that  the  worst 
grade  at  present  is  3.8  per  cent  for  a  distance  of 
1,100  feet.  This  work  of  improvement  has  been 
under  way  for  some  time  and  is  now  practically 
completed. 

Two  Miles  of  Track  in  Use. 

The  mine  map,  Fig.  4,  shows  in  heavy  _  lines 
the  system  of  rack  rail  trackage  aggregating  a 
length  of  about  10,000  feet  at  the  present  time. 
Inward  from  the  pit  mouth  the  system  is  prac¬ 
tically  divided  into  two  independent  portions, 
serving  right  and  left  sides  of  the  mine.  The 
rack  rail  locomotives  run  into  side  entries  to 
partings  at  which  loaded  trips  are  gathered  by 


lished.  Rack  rail  extensions  in  these  fiat  side 
entries  are  made  with  worn  iron  from  the  main 
haulage,  where  grades  are  heavy.  This  plan  af¬ 
fords  an  economical  outlet  for  the  worn 
rail  and  keeps  the  whole  system  in  best 
shape,  since  every  hundred  feet  of  side 
entry  extension  means  renewal  of  an 
equal  distance  of  main  haulage  rail, 
however  slightly  worn. 

At  each  entry  along  the  main  haulage¬ 
way  is  placed  a  colored  electric  lamp, 
wired  to  a  switch  at  the  gathering  point 


Fig.  4.  Map  Mine,  Black  Lines  Showing  Rack  Rail  Haulage. 


Fig.  6.  Power. 


Two  150  H.  P.  Engines,  Two  100  Kw.  Generators,  and 
Goodman  Switchboard. 


horses.  As  the  entries  advance  such  distances 
from  these  partings  as  to  cause  inconveniently 
long  hauls  for  the  horses,  the  rack  rail  is  extend¬ 
ed  "forward  and  another  gathering  point  estab- 


in  that  entry,  thus  affording  means  for  notifying 
the  motorman  when  a  trip  in  that  entry  is  ready 
for  him.  Operation  of  the  locomotives  on  the 
main  haulage-way 
is  made  perfectly 
safe  and  practical- 
ly  free  from 
wrecks  by  means 
of  a  mo  d  i  fi  e  d 
block  system  of 
e  1  e  c  t  r  i.c  lamps. 

Further  more,  a 
simple  and  unique 
system  of  flying 
switches  and 
spring  latches 
makes  the  move- 
m  e  n  t  of  cars, 
empty  and  loaded, 
continuou  s  and 
semi-automatic. 

With  the  whole 
haulage  system 
laid  out  thus  to 
facilitate  in  every 
possible  way  the 
gathering  of  trips,  the  haulage  of  coal  and  the 
d  stribution  of  empties,  there  is  made  possible 
the  production  of  tonnages  quite  out  of  ordinary 
proportion  to  the  number  of  horses  and  drivers 

used  in  gathering. 
The  rack  rail  car¬ 
ries  the  electric 
current,  with  a  line 
loss  for  the  whole 
system  varying  be¬ 
tween  four  and 
eight  amperes.  The 
voltage  is  250. 

The  Locomotive 
Equipment. 

Previous  to  the 
year  1903,  while 
the  mine  was  yet 
in  infancy,  coal 
was  hauled  out  by 
a  small  80-horse¬ 
power  “B”  rack 
rail  locomotive,  al¬ 
ready  referred  to 
as  of  the  earliest 
type.  In  1904  a 
160-horsepower  lo¬ 
comotive,  type  BB, 
was  installed,  re¬ 
tiring  the  B  loco¬ 
motive  from  ac¬ 
tive  service.  Late 
in  1905  there  was 
added  a  2F  locomotive,  representing  the  latest 
development  of  Goodman  rack  rail  haulage  equip¬ 
ment.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  rack  rail  sys¬ 
tem  has  been  retained  and  extended,  even  though 


the  roadway  is  now  graded  to  within  the  possible 
limits  of  traction  haulage.  Constant  up-hill  work, 
even  on  light  grades,  is  best  handled  by  the  Good¬ 
man  rack  rail  system. 

Haulage  Equipment  Records. 

The  record  for  the  B  locomotive  was  1,300  tons 
in  one  working  day  on  grades  averaging  two 
per  cent  against  the  loads.  .A.s  grades  of  nine 
per  cent  were  encountered  the  BB  locomotive 
was  required,  doubling  the  power  and  increasing 
the  production  record  to  1,500  tons  in  worl.' 
ing  dti_y.  I'or  three  years  the  BB  locomotive  has 
been  in  constant  operation,  and  on  over-load 
much  of  the  time.  For  weeks  at  a  time  this  loco¬ 
motive  has  delivered  daily  to  the  tipple  1,000  to 
1,200  tons,  and  this  production,  by  reason  of  tlie 
excellent  operative  methods  already  described, 
was  gathered  by  six  and  seven  horses.  On  De- 
ceml'.er  twenty-eighth,  last,  assisted  by  the  B  loco¬ 
motive,  which  worked  on  only  one  entry,  a  ton¬ 
nage  of  2,200  was  reached  and  this  was  gathered 
with  ten  horses  and  ten  drivers. 

Since  the  arrival  of  the  newer  and  more  pow¬ 
erful  2F  locomotive  the  B  has  been  retired  from 
active  service  and  the  BB  is  required  only  when 
unusually  large  tonnages  are  desired.  On  Feb¬ 
ruary  nineteenth,  this  year,  with  twelve  horses 
and  drivers,  the  2F  locomotive,  assisted  by  the 
BB,  which  worked  only  in  two  entries,  hauled  out 
2,500  tons,  and  the  following  day  reached  a  ton¬ 
nage  of  2,200,  showing  that  the  2,500-ton  record 
was  not  a  spurt  for  which  previous  preparation 
had  been  made.  Even  at  this  pace  the  locomotives 


Fig,  5,  View  from  Opposite  the  Drift  Mouth. 


could  not  be  kept  busy,  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
miners  to  produce  sufficient  coal. 

On  March  fifteenth  a  test  was  made  of  the  2F 
locomotive,  the  BB  remaining  out  of  service  in 
order  to  avoid  complication  in  judgment  of  re¬ 
sults.  Over  the  distances  and  grades  which  are 
indicated  below  this  2F  locomotive  hauled  out 
1,200  tons  in  the  afternoon,  the  morning’s  output 
being  only  700  tons,  due  to  unusual  and  accidental 
delays  in  other  departments. 

Table  I  gives  a  summary  of  tbe  performance 
of  the  2F  locomotive  during  the  day,  showing 
that  thirty-five  trips  were  liauled  from  seven 
places,  giving  a  total  of  828  cars.  In  judging  the 
production  and  performance  of  the  locomotive 
due  consideration  should  be  given  to  the  morn¬ 
ing’s  delay,  already  noted. 

T.4BLE  I.— SUM.M.ARV  OF  TEST  OF  2F  LOCOMOTIVE 


Round 

Max. 

.4v. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Trip 

( ;  rad  .• 
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74 
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.  9 
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3  8* 

3 

8th  Right 

.  1 

25 

7900 

3.8r 

2 ’a: 

Totals 

.  35 

828 

TABLE  IL— 

-MISCELLANEUL'S 

Ii.\T.\. 

Total  distance  locomotive  traveled . 40  miles 

.\verage  length  of  haul . 6,025  feet 

-Vverage  time  of  round  trip . 16  minutes 

Weight  of  cars  empty . 3, (ion  lbs. 

Wei.eht  of  coal  per  car . 4,500  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  car  and  coal . 7,500  lbs. 
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Total  weight  of  :i5-car  trip . OSJ/S  tons 

Maxiimim  grade  against  loads,  3.8  per  cent  for 
300  feet,  approaclicd  l)y  TjOG  feet  of  3.4  per  cent. 


In  the  afternoon  there  was  a  straight  run  of 
six  hours,  with  no  more  than  ordinary  delays. 
During  this  time  twenty-two  trips  were  hauled, 


nevertheless  are  accurate  and  speak  volumes  for 
the  haulage  system  in  vogue,  for  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  mine  and  for  the  maintenance  of 


Out.  Company  Houses  on  Hill. 

tquipment.  Fig.  8  shows  the  three  rack  rail  loco- 
moti\es  near  the  motor  house,  together  with 
Harry  F.  Street,  the  company’s  very  competent 


each  year.  The  western  towns  are  becoming  more 
populous,  new  factories  are  being  built,  and  rail¬ 
roads,  in  extending  and  building,  need  more  coal 
to  operate.  'The  dealers  were  weeks  behind  in 
their  orders  last  winter  and  many  famdies  were 
forced  to  heat  their  homes  and  do  cooking  with 
wood. 

With  the  present  solution  of  summer  storing 
simplified  by  the  local  railrcgids,  the  possibility  of 
a  coal  shortage  next  winter  is  reduced  to  a  mini¬ 
mum.  All  dealers  have  been  notified  that  orders 
placed  this  summer  will  receive  prompt  attention. 
Larger  bins  have  been  built  by  several  of  the  local 
companies  to  accommodate  winter  supplies.  The 
shortage  of  labor  necessitated  some  such  steps 
being  taken.  With  men  in  demand  throughout 
the  west  the  coal  miners  can  not  be  relied  upon 
to  remain  at  work  in  the  mines.  'The  inability 
of  the  mines  and  railroads  to  bring  adequate  sup¬ 
plies  of  coal  into  Salt  Lake  last  winter  with  full 
for.-es  at  work,  showed  to  some  extent  what  con¬ 
ditions  would  result  were  the  mines  thrown  upon 
small  forces. 

Already  the  railroads  are  doing  some  storage 
of  coal  on  their  own  account  at  all  coaling  points 
along  their  lines,  and  preparations  are  being  made 
to  have  clear  decks  as  much  as  possible  by  the 
time  the  big  coal  rush  sets  in. 

'The  constantly  increasing  demand  for  fuel  has 


Fig.  8.  The  Three  Goodman  Rack  Rail  Locomotives. 


making  an  average  of  sixteen  minutes  per  round 
trip. 

'The  foregoing  records  of  tonnage  in  regular 
service  and  in  many  respects  extraordinary  but 


The  lesson  taught  by  the  serious  conditions 
last  winter,  when  a  scarcity  of  coal  was  felt 
keenly  in  Salt  Lake,  is  already  bearing  fruit. 
'The  joint  agreement  reached  by  the  Salt  Lake 
route,  Oregon  Short  Line  and  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  to  reduce  freight  and  coal  rates  on  and 
after  July  first  has  opened  the  eyes  of  local  deal¬ 
ers  to  the  fact  that  coal  can  be  brought  here  dur¬ 
ing  the  slack  season  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
last  winter’s  unpleasant  experiences.  'The  freight 
rate  on  coal  has  been  cut  twenty-five  cents  and 
the  price  of  nut  and  lump  coal  has  been  reduced 
twenty-five  cents,  making  a  reduction  of  fifty 
cents  per  ton  on  coal. 

Dealers  will  be  charged  the  regular  rate,  but 
on  August  first  an  invoice  of  their  stock  will  be 
taken  and  all  coal  stored  in  excess  of  the  tonnage 
in  the  yards  on  June  sixteenth  will  be  entitled  to  a 
rc-fund  of  fifty  cents  a  ton.  It  is  figured  that  if 
tlie  dealer  desires  to  store  coal  and  tie  up  his 
good  money  in  so  doing,  he  is  entitled  to  this 
allowance  for  shrinkage  and  the  investment.  It  is 
also  intimated  that  those  dealers  who  take  advan- 


electrician,  to  whom  large  credit  is  due  for  his 
careful  maintenance  of  the  electrical  equipment. 
C.  F.  Ferguson  has  charge  of  the  mechanical  de- 
[lartment. 


tage  of  this  rate  and  then  commence  drawing  on 
their  storage  supply  immediately  after  August 
first  will  find  some  difficulty  in  getting  their  or¬ 
ders  filled  when  the  real  rush  of  midwinter 
sets  in. 

The  railroads  have  plenty  of  cars  at  this  time 
of  the  season  to  handle  the  coal,  and  as  there  is 
not  one-third  the  demand  for  fuel,  no  difficulty 
will  be  experienced  in  bringing  large  supplies  to 
loc^l  TTicirkcts 

'The  mines  of  Wyoming  and  Utah  are  working 
with  full  forces  and  thousands  of  tons  of  coal  are 
ready  for  shipment  to  Salt  Lake.  The  Oregon 
Short  Line  reaches  big  mines  at  Kemmerer,  Dia- 
mondville  and  Cumberland,  Wyo.  '1  hese  mines 
alone  are  yielding  7,000  tons  of  coal  daily.  When 
the  rates  are  in  effect  a  heavy  movement  will 
begin  from  all  coal  camps  and  center  in  Salt 
Lake,  where  dealers  will  fill  every  yard,  crib  and 
bin.  The  shortage  of  coal  during  winter  months 
is  a  serious  problem  in  this  territory  and  all  over 
the  west.  'The  country  is  growing  rapidly  and 
greater  demands  are  being  made  for  material 


stirred  the  Union  Pacific  officials  into  action  and 
several  new  producers  will  probably  be  opened  in 
time  for  next  winter’s  business. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  operating  in 
Sweetwater  county,  is  drilling  about  three  miles 
south  of  its  No.  1  mine  and  will  probably  open 
up  new'  collieries  at  that  place. 

The  Superior  Coal  Co.,  near  Rock  Springs, 
has  five  gangs  of  graders  at  work  on  the  con- 
.struction  of  the  railroad  spur  'o  its  new  mines, 
and  it  is  announced  the  road  will  be  finished 
about  July  15. 

John  N.  Kirk,  Elias  Sperling,  Philip  Wein- 
stock  and  Dan  Browm,  of  Butte,  Mont.,  have 
formed  the  Butte  &  Fergus  Coal  Co.  They  own 
a  large  tract  on  the  old  “jawbone”  railroad,  now 
a  part  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul 
road.  They  have  located  640  acres  through 
which  a  dyke  of  coking  coal  nuis  and  which,  an 
analj'sis  recently  made,  shows  can  be  profitably 
mined.  The  coal  field  lies  between  Lombard  and 
Lewiston,  Mont.,  and  men  have  been  put  to  work 
to  sink  a  shaft  and  develop  the  property'.  They 
can  take  coal  out  from  the  beginning  and  can 
find  a  ready  market  for  it  for  smelting  and  do¬ 
mestic  purposes.  Since  the  location  of  the 
ground  several  years  ago  the  owners  have  had 
several  offers  to  sell,  which  would  have  insured 
them  all  a  good  profit,  but  they  have  decided  that 
if  the  mine  is  a  good  thing  they  will  keep  it 
themselves.  The  retail  value  of  the  coal  f.  o.  b. 
Butte  would  be  $4  or  $5,  and  will  be  known  as 
“Fergus”  coal  when  put  on  the  Butte  market. 


Trade  News  from  Rocky  Mountains. 


No.  1] 


31 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Testimonial  to  John  H.  Jones. 

A  very  pleasant  event  occurred  at  the  Belle- 
vne-Stratford,  Philadelphia,  on  Tuesday  night, 
June  twenty-sixth,  when  a  number  of  his  old 
associates  gathered  to  commemorate  the  sixty- 
ninth  anniversary  of  John  H.  Jones’  birthday. 
Mr.  Jones,  who  is  the  coal  freight  agent  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Company,  has 
the  happy  faculty  of  becoming  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  men  that  were  connected  with  him 
in  similar  employment,  which  has  held  together 
a  circle  of  friends  that  he  is  pleased  to  call 
“his  boys.” 

The  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  presenta¬ 
tion  of  a  magnificent  loving  cup  as  a  token  of 
the  high  regard  in  which  “his  boys”  held  him, 
and  a  letter  was  read  from  John  Totty,  another 
of  the  boys,  now  in  England,  extending  his 
good  wishes  on  the  occasion. 

F.  C.  Herriman,  coal  traffic  manager  of  the 
New  York  Central  railroad,  was  the  toast¬ 
master,  and  with  his  usual  appropriate  wit  and 
humor  the  testimonial  dinner  proved  a  very 
enjoyable  affair.  Quite  a  number  of  short 


speeches  were  made,  recalling  past  incidents, 
many  of  them  still  fresh  in  the  memory  of 
those  present,  also  giving  evidence  of  the  close 
comradeship  that  has  been  maintained  through¬ 
out  these  years. 

Mr.  Jones  has  been  connected  with  the  Read¬ 
ing  system  since  1872,  a  period  of  thirty-four 
years.  In  that  year  he  was  car  agent  and 
chief  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  transpor¬ 
tation  of  the  Cat'awissa  railroad,  which  was 
leased  to  the  Reading  company  at  that  time. 

The  following  gentlemen  attended  the  din¬ 
ner  and  presentation  tendered  Mr.  Jones;  F. 
E.  Herriman,  coal  traffic  manager,  the  New 
York  Central;  W.  T.  Grier,  coal  freight  agent, 
Lehigh  Valley  railroad;  W.  W.  Ruley,  statis¬ 
tician;  Rembrandt  Peale,  president  of  Peale, 
Peacock  &  Kerr;  E.  E.  Walling,  general  sales 
agent  at  Philadelphia,  for  Peale,  Peacock  & 
Kerr;  Jos.  B.  Campbell,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
Duncan-Spangler  Coal  Co.;  H.  H.  Grissinger, 
cashier.  Fourth  National  Bank;  George  P. 
Wilson,  chief  of  tariff  bureau,  Pennsylvania 
railroad:  F.  W.  Kennedy,  general  sales  agent 
of  the  Vinton  Colliery  Co.,  and  Eugene  Walling, 
sales  agent  of  the  latter  company. 

Coal  Merchants  Outing. 

The  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants’ 
Association,  comprised  of  the  dealers  in  east¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland, 
held  its  annual  meeting  and  outing  on  June 
26th  and  27th.  The  party,  consisting  of  227 
members  of  the  association  and  their  friends, 
gathered  on  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday  at  the 
Paxinosa  Inn,  Easton,  Pa.,  where  they  went 
into  annual  session  and  elected  the  following 
officers  to  serve  during  the  ensuing  year; 
President,  Samuel  B.  Crowell,  of  Philadelphia; 
vice-president,  E.  C.  Smoyer,  Alentown;  treas¬ 
urer,  C.  S.  Williamson,  Media;  secretary,  W. 
M.  Bertolet,  Reading. 

F.  G.  Humphrey,  of  Waterbury,  Conn.,  presi- 


ilent  of  the  New  England  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association,  was  present  at  the  meeting  and 
delivered  an  able  address  on  the  workings  of 
the  association.  Arrangements  had  been  pre¬ 
viously  made  for  a  trip  to  New  York  ami 
Coney  Island,  and  at  five  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  the  association  became  the  guests  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Company,  which  had 
provided  a  special  train,  consisting  of  si.x  ves- 
tibuled  coaches,  a  combination  car  and  a  din¬ 
ing  car,  in  which  the  party  were  served  a  sub¬ 
stantial  supper  on  their  way  to  New  York.  E. 
I.  Edwards,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  was  in  charge  of  the  party,  and  on  their 
arrival  at  Jersey  City  had  the  steamer  Syl¬ 
vester  alongside  the  Adams  Express  Co.’s  pier, 
the  steamer  having  been  previously  chartered. 

The  association  embarked  at  about  seven 
o’clock  that  evening  for  a  moonlight  sail  to 
Coney  Island.  A  very  pleasant  time  was  spent 
at  this  popular  resort,  and  the  many  attractions 
it  offers  were  greatly  enjoyed.  Most  of  the 
party  returned  to  New  York  that  night,  or 
early  morning,  to  take  in  the  important  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  city.  At  2;26  p.  m.  on  Wednesday, 
the  Lehigh  Valley  special  was  again  at  their 
service  from  Jersey  City,  stopping  at  Easton 
to  let  off  the  contingent  for  that  point,  and 
then  going  to  Allentown  to  allow  members  to 
make  connections  with  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading. 

Canadian  Retail  Dealers  Meet. 

The  Canadian  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association, 
formerly  the  Western  Ontario  Retail  Coal  Asso¬ 
ciation,  for  its  annual  meeting  and  outing  will 
take  a  trip  from  Buffalo  to  the  anthracite  coal 
fields  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  and  West¬ 
ern  Railway  Co.  in  eastern  Pennsylvania^  the  ex¬ 
cursion  including  five  days,  from  July  tenth  to 
July  fourteenth,  inclusive. 

1  he  itinerary  of  the  trip  is  given  below,  with 
brief  rotes  of  some  of  the  many  objects  of  in¬ 
terest  to  be  inspected  ; 

Tuesday,  July  Tenth. 

1  to  1  ;30  p.  in. — Inspection  of  lake  shipping  dock 
and  retail  trestle,  foot  of  Erie  street,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y. 

2  p.  m. — Special  train  will  leave  coal  depart¬ 
ment  office,  foot  of  Erie  street,  Buffalo,  stopping 
at  D.  L.  &  W.  Railroad  Co.’s  depot,  foot  of  Main 
street,  five  minutes  later. 

Cheektowaga  Trestle — Eleven  miles  from  Buf¬ 
falo,  train  will  slow  down  for  a  view  of  the 
longest  storage  trestle  in  the  world — one  mile  in 
length. 

1  rain  will  arrive  at  city  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  about 
9  p.  m. 

Supper  will  be  served  at  hotels,  where  guests 
are  billeted,  after  arrival  of  train. 

Wednesday,  July  Eleventh. 

8  ;30  a.  m. — Special  train  will  leave  D.  L.  &  W. 
Railroad  Co.’s  depot,  Scranton,  for  inspection  of 
their  Diamond,  Bellevue  and  Sloan  mines  and 
breakers. 

Diamond  breaker  was  built  in  1850  and  was  one 
of  the  first  in  the  world  erected  for  preparing 
anthracite  coal.  It  is  now  being  replaced  by  a 
modern  breaker. 

Bellevue  breaker,  built  in  1854.  The  coal  pre¬ 
pared  through  this  breaker  comes  from  veins 
underlying  the  city  of  Scranton  for  many  miles. 

Sloan  breaker,  located  in  the  Keyser  Valley, 
the  richest  anthracite  basin  in  the  entire  region. 

The  electric  water  hoist.  This  plant  is  oper¬ 
ated  not  only  electrically,  but  automatically,  and 
has  a  daily  hoisting  capacity  of  six  million  gal¬ 
lons.  The  shaft  is  480  feet  deep  and  drains  six 
mines. 

Return  to  Scranton  at  12  a.  m.  for  luncheon. 

2  p.  m. — Special  train  will  leave  D.  L.  &  W. 
Railroad  Co.’s  depot,  Scranton,  for  trip  down  the 
beautiful  Wyoming  Valley,  passing  breakers,  culm 
banks  and  numerous  other  evidences  of  coal 
mining. 

View  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  val¬ 
leys. 

The  monument  erected  to  commemorate  the 
Wyoming  massacre  of  1778. 

In  this  valley  is  located  the  D.  L.  &  W.  Rail¬ 
road  Co.’s  Woodward  breaker,  the  largest  pro¬ 
ducer  of  anthracite  in  the  world.  From  this  mine 
over  one  million  tons  ,of  coal  were  taken  in  1905. 

Qne  hour  will  be  spent  at  the  D.  L.  &  W. 
Co.’s  Truesdale  breaker,  the  largest  coal  breaker 


in  the  world,  and  the  second  to  be  operated  by 
electricity. 

't  rain  will  arrive  at  Scranton  about  4  ;30  p.  m. 

8  p.  m. — The  Scranton  Oratorio  Society,  com¬ 
posed  of  miners  and  their  families,  will  give  a 
special  concert,  to  which  all  members  of  the  party- 
are  invited.  This  society  is  famous  throughout 
America,  has  won  two  World’s  Fair  medals,  and 
the  securing  of  it  for  this  occasion  offers  one 
of  the  most  pleasing  incidents  of  the  trip. 

Thursday,  July  Twelfth. 

8  ;30  a.  m. — Special  train  will  leave  D.  L.  & 
W.  Railroad  Co.’s  depot,  Scranton,  for  the  cele¬ 
brated  Delaware  Water  Gap,  one  of  the  most 
noted  scenic  views  in  the  world. 

Train  works  its  way  up  to  the  summit  of 
Pocono  Mountain,  two  thousand  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea.  from  there  down  to  Water  Gap. 

Luncheon  will  be  served  at  Water  Gap. 

2;30  p.  m. — Special  train  will  leave  for  Scran¬ 
ton.  arriving  there  about  4  ;30  p.  m. 

The  evening  will  be  left  ffee  for  the  guests 
to  do  as  they  please. 

Friday,  July  Thirteenth. 

8  a.  m. — Special  train  will  leave  D.  L.  &  W. 
Railroad  Co.’s  depot,  Scranton,  for  return  trip  to 
Buffalo,  arriving  there  between  3  and  4  p.  m.,  so 
that  a  large  number  will  be  able  to  reach  home 
that  evening. 

Special  Attention. 

On  arriving  in  Buffalo  it  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  to  register,  deposit  railroad  certificate  and 
get  badge.  For  this  purpose,  from  10  a.  m.  to 
1  ;45  p.  m.  on  Tuesday,  July  tenth,  the  secretary 
will  be  at  the  coal  department  office  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Company, 
foot  of  Erie  street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Bedford  Coal  ^  Coke  Co. 
Opens  Country  Department. 

The  Bedford  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  has  decided  to  go  after  country 
business  and  has  opened  up  a  country  department, 
placing  Thomas  W.  Gilmore  in  charge.  The 


Thomas  W.  Gilmore. 


firm  of  Gilmore  &  Durborrow  was  dissolved  on 
June  first,  and  Mr.  Gilmore  accepted  his  present 
position  at  that  time. 

'Fhomas  W.  Gilmore  began  his  business  ca¬ 
reer  with  Armour  &  Co.,  of  Oiicago,  with  whom 
he  was  identified  for  eight  years.  He  then  .ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  with  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  of  Chicago,  at  that  time  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  shipping  companies  in  the  west.  In  1902  he 
organized  the  firm  of  Gilmore  &  Easterly  and 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  of  that  organization 
until  its  dissolution. 

Mr.  Gilmore  was  born  in  Cincinnati  June  twen¬ 
ty-seventh,  1874,  and  is  prominent  in  chib  circles 
of  Chicago.  He  has  a  pleasing  personality,  which 
has  won  him  a  host  of  friends  in  the  coal  trade, 
who  wish  him  every  suecess  in  his  new  ])ositiim. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


OrFiCE  OF  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  July  5,  190G, 

With  tlie  coniiiig  of  July  first  on  tliu  opening  of 
the  week,  marking  the  jicriod  of  another  advance 
of  ten  cents  per  ton  on  anthracite  coal  of  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes,  with  a  national  holiday  intervening, 
and  with  the  thermometer  up  to  97  degrees  in 
the  shade,  there  is  apiiarently  no  incentive  to 
tempt  anv  one  to  talk  business  at  this  time.  In 
fact,  most  of  the  trade  seems  to  he  given  over  to 
vacations. 

Partial  Closing  of  Anthracite  Mines. 

'I'he  Reading,  Lehigh  and  Wilkesharre  coal 
mines  have  closed  down  for  the  entire  week,  and 
other  companies,  of  course,  were  idle  on  July 
fourth,  with  the  probability  that  it  may  be  a  day 
or  two  longer  at  some  of  the  mines.  '1  he  ton¬ 
nage  output  will  naturally  be  reduced  accordingly, 
and  there  is  little  effort  being  given  to  business 
at  the  moment. 

Notwithstanding  this  status,  the  prospect  for  the 
month  is  fairly  good,  with  enough  orders  already 
in  hand,  at  the  advanced  figures,  to  assure  the 
trade  of  enough  shipments  to  absorb  what  coal 
will  be  produced.  In  fact,  some  of  the  producing 
interests  report  being  short  of  coal  and  behind 
on  their  orders,  and  while  a  proportion  of  the 
unfilled  business  may  be  canceled  because  of  the 
higher  price,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  there 
is  still  considerable  trade  requiring  shipment  for 
at  least  another  four  weeks. 

Each  of  the  companies  is  merely  regulating 
its  own  individual  business  as  it  finds  the  situa¬ 
tion  warrants  from  time  to  time.  In  some  cases 
delays  have  occurred  due  to  the  shortage  of  labor 
at  the  mines,  causing  the  production  to  fall  below 
the  current  requirements.  As  heavier  shiprnents 
are  made  possible  upon  it  by  improved  conditions 
and  things  become  easier,  the  necessary  curtail¬ 
ment  will  be  made  in  such  manner  as  is  most 
convenient  to  meet  the  situation.  The  strength 
of  the  market  is  based  on  the  fact  that  so  far 
there  has  been  no  accumulation  of  the  prepared 
sizes  in  first  hands. 

Storage  Stocks  to  Continue  Light. 

It  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  any  more  coal 
stored  this  year,  if  as  much,  as  has  been  usual 
hitherto,  the  shippers  appreciating  that  the  _ aver¬ 
age  consumer  has  probably  more  coal  in  his  bin 
than  has  ever  before  occurred  at  this  period. 
While  the  opinion  maintains  that  the  trade  will 
surely  be  dull  for  at  least  two  months  during  the 
summer,  owing  to  dealers  in  several  important 


localities  being  still  burdened  with  stock  coal  pre¬ 
viously  purchased,  it  is  also  true  that  the  con¬ 
sumption  dependent  upon  daily  requirements 
amount  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  coal  used  in  cold 
weather.  When  this  begins,  with  the  turn  of 
the  fall  season,  it  is  believed  a  large  business 
will  develop,  as  it  is  known  that  many  dealers 
who  had  bought  heavily  last  spring  are  running 
short,  though  they  are  not  inclined  to  replenish 
at  this  time,  a  fact  which  will  also  have  its 
effect  when  the  cooler  climate  aiiproaches. 

It  was  thought  that  the  territory  in  the  east 
would  be  filled  up  in  the  month  of  June  and  that 
very  few  orders  could  be  expectecl  beyond  that 
date,  but  this  has  not  materialized,  and  seemingly 
there  is  enough  demand  to  keep  a  fair  tonnage 
moving  in  that  direction. 

The  harbor  trade  is  not  brisk,  yet  there  is  a 
(piiet  demand  for  delivery  that  is  taking  out  of 
the  tonnage  arriving  at  the  shipping  ports  more 
than  is  figured  upon  before  hand.  There  are  still 
some  line  orders  available  for  the  current  month’s 
delivery,  which  it  is  thought  will  continue  in  a 
moderate  way.  Egg  and  pea  coal  seem  to  have 
been  the  more  desirable  sizes  for  some  time  past, 
and  these  grades  are  short  with  all  shippers. 
The  other  sizes  are  not  excessive  and  move  off 
in  the  general  cargo  shipments.  The  steam 
grades  are  heavy,  but  naturally  so,  as  large  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  made  against  a  strike  by  all  the 
big  users,  and  these  must  first  be  absorbed  before 
the  demand  for  them  can  increase. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Still  Dull. 

In  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  there 
is  very  little  change  from  the  dullness  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  past,  and  if  anything,  it  is  harder  to 
dispose  of  coal  than  it  has  been  so  far.  Ih’s 
probably  has  been  accentuated  by  the_  general  dis¬ 
inclination  in  the  trade  to  do  anything  over  the 
holidays,  and  it  is  at  the  moment  entirely  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  finding  somebody  who  has  the  room  and 
inclination  to  take  in  the  coal  in  order  to  relieve 
the  situation. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  at  St.  George,  and  its 
connections  over  the  Reading  railway  to  Port 
Reading,  has  created  a  bad  condition  by  placing 
embargoes  upon  shipments  to  them,  which  does 
not  help  things  and  has  a  tendency  to  disorganize, 
causing  all  shippers  to  suffer  for  the  faults  of  the 
few,  with  the  result  that  business  is  being  turned 
away  from  these  ports  in  a  great  many  instances. 
All  the  mines  in  the  different  regions  are  obliged 
to  curtail  shipments  from  them,  and  this  may 
possibly  reach  a  condition,  later  on,  where  coal 
will  be  less  plentiful  with  consumers,  thus  caus¬ 


ing  a  reaction  and  helping  the  trade  materially. 

Prices  remain  unchanged,  but  few-  transactions 
are  made  in  a  day's  business.  The  better  grades 
of  steam  coal  are  being  well  upheld  in  price. 
Dealers  show  no  desire  to  sell  under  specified 
figures,  and  when  these  are  not  obtainable,  refuse 
to  make  shipments.  The  demands  for  cheap  coals 
are  very  much  less  than  they  were,  an  indication 
that  (he  average  Inner  does  not  care  to  bother 
with  a  cheap  product,  too  often  resulting  in 
greater  cost  in  the  end. 

The  trade  situation  in  the  lower  field  shows 
a  similar  inertia  for  this  product,  and  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  a  very  large  quantity  has  been  stocked 
at  one  of  the  shipping  points,  which  is  accruing 
in  cost  by  the  demurrage  upon  it.  A  heavy  re¬ 
striction  in  mining,  however,  gives  promise  of  a 
reduction  in  future  shipments,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  may  give  the  relief  desired. 

The  labor  situation  in  the  Clearfield  district  is 
not  much  changed.  few  additional  mines  have 
signed  with  their  men,  and  it  is  thought  that  this 
feature  must  shortly  influence  the  great  majority 
of  the  men  to  go  back  to  work.  They  are  already 
greatly  incensed  at  union  officials  for  holding 
them  out  so  long,  that  they  are  likely  to  break 
away  at  any  time  now. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  not  taking  on  its 
monthly  allotments  of  coal  for  which  it  con¬ 
tracted,  and  shipments  to  this  territory  are  very 
slack.  But  consumers  at  shoal  water  points,  re¬ 
quiring  light  draught  vessels,  are  taking  on  more 
consignments,  while  at  the  deep-water  points 
there  is  a  dearth  of  orders,  users  merely  using 
what  they  need  from  their  stock. 

Low  Ocean  Freight  No  Inducement. 

Even  the  low  ocean  freights  are  no  induce¬ 
ment,  and  vessels,  'as  a  result  of  the  inactivity, 
are  taking  outside  freights,  which  are  higher 
than  coal.  Indeed,  we  know  of  a  number  of 
instances  where  vessels  have  sailed  light,  to  get 
more  advantageous  rates  this  way. 

Along  Long  Island  Sound  trade  is  very  quiet. 
New  York  is  producing  only  a  small  amount  of 
business,  with  prices  ranging  from  $2.45  to  $2.75 
as  to  the  quality,  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports.  The 
vessel  market  is  not  well  supplied  with  craft,  and 
some  of  that  available  is  declining  the  low  rates 
quoted. 

Philadelphia  quotes  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Port¬ 
land  corn  05c;  to  the  sound  ports,  55@0()c;  Lynn, 
Newburyport  and  Bangor,  80c;  Portsmouth,  70@ 
75c;  Bath,  70c;  Saco  and  Gardiner.  90c  and 
towage. 


Market  }fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  July  5. —  {Special  Correspondence.) 
— Usual  summer  dullness  has  marked  the  anthra¬ 
cite  trade  during  the  past  week  and  is  certain  to 
continue  for  some  weeks  to  come.  July  is  always 
a  dull  month  and  the  indications  are  that  the 
present  period  of  lethargic  conditions  will  be  even 
more  pronounced  than  usual.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  mine  output  has  been  far  below 
normal,  and  also  to  the  good  stocks  held  by  deal¬ 
ers,  who  in  anticipation  of  a  possible  strike  put 
in  about  all  the  coal  early  that  they  could  con¬ 
veniently  store.  Thus  an  unusual  condition  is 
presented.  Not  only  is  there  backwardness  on 
the  part  of  the  mine  operators  in  the  matter  of 
shipments,  but  the  trade  is  making  no  really  active 
demand  upon  them.  It  is  a  case  of  both  sides 
being  content  to  sit  down  and  take  it  easy. 

While  there  was  a  little  spurt  of  business  in 
the  last  week  of  June,  the  new  circular  made 
quick  work  of  that,  and  this  week  has  been  the 
dullest  of  the  season.  W'ith  the  miners  enjoying 
the  national  holiday,  which  they  aire  always 
prone  to  stretch  to  the  limit  of  time,  there  is  a 
good  probability  that  the  week’s  business  will 
cut  but  a  sorry  figure  in  the  year’s  record. 

Some  of  the  mines  will  make  no  effort  to  op¬ 
erate,  during  the  holiday  week,  for  the  desire  of 
the  men  to  take  it  easy  affords  an  excellent  op¬ 
portunity  to  curtail  a  production  which,  though 


small,  comparatively,  is  ample  to  meet  every  de¬ 
mand.  In  steam  sizes  of  anthracite,  especially, 
has  been  a  wonderful  falling  off  in  demand 
there  has  been  a  wonderful  falling  off  in  demand 
since  the  bituminous  mines  have  been  putting  in 
lietter  time  and  turning  out  an  increased  quan¬ 
tity. 

Decrease  in  Lake  Shipments. 

Lake  shipments  have  shown  no  improvement 
this  week,  in  fact  there  has  been  a  decrease  in 
the  amount  of  coal  clearing  by  boat.  The  total 
for  June  was  250,556  tons,  as  against  .^18,040 
tons  for  the  same  period  in  1905.  The  supply 
of  available  tonnage  continues  in  excess  of  the 
demand,  but  rates  continue  firm.  There  appears 
to  be  no  anxious  demand  for  coal  at  upper  lake 
ports,  the  early  season  shipments,  the  heaviest  in 
the  history  of  the  Buffalo  lake  trade,  having  ap¬ 
parently  put  the  dealers  of  the  northwest  on  easy 
street. 

As  follows  is  the  clearance  record  of  the  past 
week,  together  with  the  amounts  sent  to  various 
ports;  Chicago,  11,700;  IMilwaukee,  17,200;  She¬ 
boygan,  ;i,500:  Fort  William,  16.200;  Superior. 
7,S00;  Hancock,  1,300  tons.  It  will  be  observed 
that  onlv  six  ports  were  represented  in  the  con¬ 
signments;  that  Fort  William  received  more  than 
any  other  one  port  except  Milw-aukee  and  nearly 


as  much  as  that  Wisconsin  city,  and  that  not  a 
single  cargo  was  cleared  for  upper  Lake  Super.or 
ports.  The  largest  cargo  was  carried  by  the 
Superior,  amounting  to  5,400  tons.  Shippers 
say  there  is  no  prospect  of  an  immediate  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  lake  business  and  that  probably  it 
will  be  August  before  the  trade  will  reach  a 
normal  condition  of  activity. 

Many  of  the  local  dealers  are  now  enjoying 
their  summer  vacations,  and  there  has  never 
been  a  season  when  they  could  go  away  to  seek 
rest  and  recreation  with  a  feeling  of  treater  un¬ 
concern  for  the  business  they  are  leaving  be¬ 
hind.  There  is  little  probability  of  losing  cus¬ 
tomers  through  their  absence  from  their  desks, 
for  nobodv  is  apparently  worrying  about  the 
future,  the  small  dealer  satisfied  that  he  can 
readily  obtain  stock  when  he  needs  it,  and  the 
absence  from  town  of  the  usual  stream  of  visitors, 
making  it  perfectly  safe  to  lock  up  the  offices, 
were  the  sales  agent  so  inclined. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  conditions  continue 
about  as  last  reported.  There  is  an  increase  in 
the  car  shortage,  for  which  it  is  somewhat  diffi¬ 
cult  to  account.  General  demand  upon  rolling 
stock  is  not  so  great  as  at  some  periods  of  the 
year,  yet  the  companies  complain  that  they  are 
unable  to  supply  cars  for  the  coal  haul.  One 
reason  undoubtedly  may  consistently  be  found  in 


Xo.  1] 


33 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


the  fact  that  the  Pennsylvania  road  which  has  in 
the  past  furnished  a  great  quantity  of  cars  for 
the  soft  coal  men,  is  handling  more  coarse  freight 
of  its  own  than  ever  before,  and  is  holding  its 
rolling  stock  for  its  own  accommodation. 

Slightly  Increased  Demand  for  Bituminous. 

There  is  a  slightly  increased  demand  over  that 
of  last  week,  but  there  has  been  no  advance  in 
price.  The  increase  comes,  no  doubt,  through 
the  railroad  contracts  which  have  been  made  re¬ 
cently.  As  previously  stated  in  this  correspond¬ 
ence,  the  demand  for  steam  coal  has  come  from 
roads  which  are  seldom  in  the  market.  There 
is  a  feeling  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  bitu¬ 
minous  dealers  that  the  increased  inquiry  is  cer¬ 
tain  to  strengthen  prices  in  the  near  future,  possi¬ 
bly  within  the  next  two  weeks.  So  far  as  the 
mine  strikes  are  concerned  there  has  been  no 
great  improvement.  Some  mines  which  were  idle 
last  week  are  now  working  with  shortened  forces, 
while  others  which  were  producing  a.  small  out¬ 
put  ten  days  ago,  are  now  practically  idle.  There 
is  a  general  impression  that  on  the  whole  the 
soft  coal  business  has  been  overworked.  A  great 
number  of  new  mines  have  been  opened  and  op- 
'  erated  during  the  past  two  years,  and  the  result 
has  been  to  bring  the  total  bituminous  output 
considerably  above  present  requirements.  This 
has  been  one  of  the  factors  which  has  contrib¬ 
uted  to  creating  a  spirit  of  indifference  on  the 
part  of  the  old  operators,  whether  their  men  are 
willing  to  sign  agreements  or  not. 

A  falling  off  in  the  eastern  demand  for  bitu- 
m.inous  has  aided  in  sending  coal  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  and  this  has  also  tended  to  restrain  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  prices  in  this  market.  Today  Pittsburg 
run-of-mine  is  selling  at  the  bridges  for  $2.40 ; 
three-fourths  at  $2.50. 

Local  retail  trade  is  at  a  standstill.  Compara¬ 
tively  little  domestic  coal  is  being  used  here 
during  the  hot  weather,  householders  preferring 
to  use  even  illuminating  gas  for  cooking  and 
other  purposes,  than  to  heat  up  their  houses 
with  a  coal  fire.  Probably  there  is  no  city  in  * 
the  country  where  gas  is  so  generally  used  as 
in  Buffalo,  though  there  is  still  a  large  area  of 
the  city  which  has  not  yet  been  supplied  with 
natural  gas  mains. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  5. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  inclined 
to  be  quieter  than  it  was  last  month,  though  to 
what  extent  can  not  yet  be  estimated,  as  it  is  too 
early  in  the  month  and  the  fact  that  the  holidays 
have  demoralized  things  generally  by  the  absence 
from  business  for  several  days  of  buyers,  who 
otherwise  would  probably  have  placed  orders. 
There  is,  however,  still  some  unfilled  business 
holding  over  from  last  month,  which  will  go  for¬ 
ward  at  the  current  advance  of  ten  cents  a  ton, 
with  also  a  number  of  orders  received  at  the 
July  figures,  but  a  better  idea  of  the  present 
prospective  demand  can  be  gleaned  after  the  trade 
again  gets  together  on  a  more  normal  basis. 

The  mines  in  the  lower  field  will,  it  is  believed, 
be  very  generally  closed  for  the  week.  The 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.’s  mines 
will  all  shut  down  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  other 
smaller  operations  in  this  locality  will  do  the 
same,  so  that  the  tonnage  during  this  interim  will 
be  very  limited  for  shipments  to  the  territory 
which  it  supplies.  The  sentiment  of  the  consum¬ 
ing  trade  shows  that  the  full  requirements  of 
coal  for  future  use  will  be  taken  in  advance  of 
the  full  circular  price  becoming  effective,  as  they 
have  no  opportunity  to  accumulate  any  stocks 
prior  to  the  mines  resuming  work  and  most 
of  them  had  but  little  supplies  left. 

The  domestic  sizes  are  moving  off  quite  freely, 
having  thus  far  prevented  any  of  this  coal  going 
in  stock,  though  on  some  of  the  steam  grades 
that  are  not  so  active,  there  has  probably  been 
a  proportion  of  it  put  in  storage,  but  this  is 
rather  desirable  in  order  to  facilitate  heavier  dis¬ 
tribution  that  comes  later  in  the  season  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months. 

Bituminous  Market  Well  Maintained. 

In  the  bituminous  market  there  is  very  little 
change  worthy  of  note,  though  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  it  maintains  itself  remarkably  well  consider¬ 
ing  the  long  period  of  dullness  that  has  pre¬ 
vailed.  Here  and  there  a  few  more  orders  are 


reported  with  greater  optimism  as  to  what  may  be 
expected  to  develop  shortly,  which  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  prices  they  are  demanding  will  fully  repay 
for  the  reduced  shipments  in  the  past.  All  the 
mines  are  being  curtailed  in  their  production 
to  actual  requirements  and  it  is  surprising  that 
with  over  ninety  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  in  the 
central  Pennsylvania  field  being  still  idle,  there 
should  he  so  little  demand  for  coal.  This  is  no  doubt 
entirely  due  to  the  large  quantity  of  stocks  that 
were  put  away  to  guard  against  a  strike  and  is 
assuring  no  relief  until  they  are  generally  ex¬ 
hausted.  Under  these  conditiogs  there  has  been 
no  incentive  to  urge  the  miners  on  strike  for  three 
months  to  return,  though  the  feeling  of  unrest 
among  them  is  believed  will  shortly  result  in  a 
break  from  the  union  ranks.  This  would  mean 
that  they  accept  the  operators’  proposition,  to 
which  they  have  always  agreed  as  regards  to 
wages,  hours,  etc.,  hut  would  also  work  under 
the  open  shop,  this  latter  being  the  only  feature 
insisted  upon  by  the  union  officials,  and  who  may 
soon  realize  their  unwise  policy  by  the  men  desert¬ 
ing  them. 


The  I(ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  5. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence. — The  anthracite  coal  market  has  quieted 
down  considerably  from  a  week  or  two  ago,  no 
doubt  having  good  supplies  on  hand  and  the  dis¬ 
count  in  price  for  the  current  month  is  not  of 
sufficient  inducement  to  encourage  the  placing  of 
further  orders.  The  Commercial  Bulletin  of 
Boston,  in  a  recent  issue  on  the  coal  situation, 
says : 

“All  connected  either  with  the  mining  or  dis¬ 
tribution  of  coal,  whether  anthracite  or  bitumi¬ 
nous,  feel  that  circumstances  compel  them  to  de¬ 
scribe  trade  this  summer  as  eminently  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Business  with  them,  quiet  for  some 
weeks  past,  has  of  late  lapsed  into  a  dullness 
bordering  on  stagnation  and  prospects  of  a  re¬ 
vival  seem,  at  this  writing  (June  30),  remote 
indeed.  The  retailers,  like  those  who  deal  in 
round  lots,  find  their  patrons  languid  and  indif¬ 
ferent.  The  coal  needed  by  well-to-do  household¬ 
ers  for  next  winter  was  purchased  weeks  ago  and 
is  now  in  their  bins.” 

This  is  practically  true  and  portrays  the  situ¬ 
ation  clearly.  Shoalwater  port  business  is  not  yet 
filled  up  and  additional  cargoes  will  be  required 
from  time  to  time,  as  suitable  vessels  can  be  had 
for  its  delivery.  Shipments  to  interior  points 
that  are  reached  bv  the  all-rail  route  from  the 
mines  are  continuing  fairly  good  and  promises 
to  maintain  the  present  status  for  some  time  to 
come.  At  \the  larger  centers  throughout  this  ter¬ 
ritory  the  demand  at  retail  is  exceedingly  quiet, 
and  in  consequence  dealers’  stocks  are  moving  out 
very  slowly,  which  must  reflect  into  the  whole¬ 
sale  market  with  more  effect  as  it  continues.  No 
change  can  now  be  expected,  as  with  the  hot 
weather  period  now  on,  householders  are  inclined 
to  see  first  to  their  own  comfort  and  are  leaving 
the  cities  for  a  cooler  climate  on  the  seashorej' 
or  mountains. 

Dullness  Continues  in  Bituminous. 

The  bituminous  .  coal  trade  in  this  locality  has 
as  yet  shown  no  signs  of  a  revival  and  things 
are  just  about  as  quiet  as  they  can  be  and  main¬ 
tain  the  present  status.  There  are  but  few  orders 
available,  even  on  the  business  contracted  for, 
making  it  difficult  not  only  to  move  the  coal  for¬ 
ward  after  it  is  mined,  but  to  correctly  estimate 
the  current  requirements  for  shipments  in  ad¬ 
vance.  The  most  conservative  tonnage  figures 
are  often  too  high,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  enor¬ 
mous  stocks  at  Newport  News,  which  it  will  he 
impossible  to  move  until  some  time  later. 

This  region  is,  however,  now  rigidly  curtailing 
the  mine  product,  while  even  the  transportation 
lines  are  in  a  measure  restricting  the  car  supply 
where  the  tonnage  is  not  promptly  provided  for 
on  arrival  at  the  shipping  ports.  It  is  said  in  this 
connection  that  occasionally  a  cargo  is  offered  at 
a  bargain  or  shipped  on  the  market  to  concede 
something  in  the  price,  when  a  prompt  sale  can 
not  be  made,  but  this  docs  not  help  the  general 
situation  any,  indeed  it  rather  retards  the  placing 
of  orders,  owing  to  the  apparent  uncertainty  of 
the  quotation.  Kspccially  is  this  true  of  the  coals 
that  are  to  advance  ten  cents  a  ton  the  first  of 
rext  month  and  this  would  seem  to  demand  a 
determined  stand  on  the  value  upon  them. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  5. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — With  the  thermometer  flirting  with  the 
nineties  for  the  major  portion  of  the  week  just 
closed,  things  were  naturally  not  so  e.xtremely 
propitious  for  an  unusual  volume  of  coal  busi¬ 
ness.  It  was  a  typical  midsummer  week,  a  week 
of  light  demand  for  anthracite  for  household 
consumption  or  storage,  as  the  mind  of  the  house¬ 
holder  turned  more  to  cooling  beverages  and  to 
how  to  get  out  of  town  than  to  coal,  even  at  a 
reduced  summer  schedule.  The  week  was  also 
very  flat  for  the  bituminous  business  outside  of 
the  usual  contract  and  tidewater  trade,  which 
went  merrily  on. 

In  this  time  of  dullness  the  difference  between 
the  settled  anthracite  market,  with  its  established 
basis,  and  the  erratic  bituminous  market  is  more 
than  ordinarily  accentuated.  Bituminous  prices 
have  touched  a  point  of  little  or  no  profit  for 
many,  and  that  fuel  will  probably  struggle  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  summer  as  it  stands  today. 
From  ninety  cents  for  some  of  the  lower  grades 
to  $1.30  for  the  best  is  the  way  things  stand  at 
present. 

The  announcement  of  the  Ohio  agreement,  by 
the  way,  will  probably  have  considerable  effect 
here.  Not  a  little  bituminous  has  been  finding 
its  way  from  the  Maryland,  West  Virginia  ami 
Pennsylvania  bituminous  fields  to  the  Ohio  mar¬ 
kets  during  the  troubles  there.  This  coal  will  now 
have  to  find  its  market  in  the  east. 

Water  Movements  Very  Heavy. 

It  is  not  all  dark  for  bituminous,  however,  for 
the  water  movement  continues  very  heavy.  The 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.  interests  have  been  ship¬ 
ping  each  week  in  the  neighborhood  of  25,000 
tons,  this  going  to  New  England  points,  as  well 
as  to  San  Francisco  and  the  Philippine  Islands. 
During  the  week  one  ship  with  4,600  tons  was 
gotten  off  for  Manila,  and  another  is  loading  a 
similar  cargo  at  present. 

The  Maryland  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  has  been  a 
heavy  shipper  recently  over  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  piers  at  Canton.  Although  but  a  little 
more  than  a  i'ear  old.  the  business  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  both  south  and  to  New  England  points, 
has  grown  so  rapidly  that  it  is  e.xpected  that 
the  present  month  will  see  some  fifty  thousand 
tons  go  over  the  Pennsylvania  pier  to  their  ac¬ 
count.  The  Pennsylvania,  by  the  way,  has  bought 
the- old  and  new  coal  piers  owned  by  the  Baker- 
Whiteley  Coal  Co.  The  old  pier,  built  about 
twenty-five  years  ago,  is  being  torn  down. 

Vice-President  Jerre  H.  Wheelwright,  of  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  who  went  to  Europe  for 
recreation  after  his  arduous  duties  connected  with 
the  sale  by  the  B.  &  O.  railroad  of  its  holdings 
in  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  is  expected  back 
shortly.  He  is  spending  his  time  between  Lon¬ 
don  and  Paris. 

Rigid  Legislation  Against  Gasoline. 

The  rigid  new  gasoline  ordinance  which  is  now 
being  vigorously  pushed  by  the  building  inspector, 
and  which  makes  the  ordinary  gasoline  stove 
almost  out  of  the  range  of  possible  use,  is  having 
an  effect  on  coal.  Even  in  the  warm  months  it 
is  forcing  many  who  had  used  gasoline  to  the 
small  coal  dealer  for  fuel.  The  “bushel  business’’ 
in  coal  ought  to  take  a  big  jump  next  winter. 

Speaking  of  gasoline,  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  many  of  the  owners  of  motor  boats,  auto¬ 
mobiles,  etc.,  are  worried  over  the  announcement 
by  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  of  a  famine  in  the  high 
grade  gasoline.  Autoists  may  yet  have  to  fall 
back  on  old  King  Coal. 

The  George’s  Creek  Coal  and  Iron  Co.  has  de¬ 
clared  a  semi-annual  dividend  of  $2.50  per  share. 

Many  of  the  coal  cart  horses  who  are  working 
these  hot  days  in  ice  carts  to  the  point  of  pros¬ 
tration  and  death  are  probably  wishing  for  the 
chance  to  freeze  to  death  in  a  blizzard  while  pull¬ 
ing  a  load  intended  to  create  heat.  This  par¬ 
ticular  brand  of  horse  seems  to  be  the  especial 
victim  of  “irony  of  fate"  both  summer  and 
winter. 

The  city  council  having  adjourned,  the  coal 
man  will  not  have  to  worry  about  any  possible 
adverse  legislation  until  September.  Mr.  B.  M. 
Watts,  who  is  both  a  city  councilman  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  local  coal  exchange,  will  therefore 
have  a  rest  in  heading  off  ambitious  city  fathers 
who  wish  to  regulate  methods  of  unloading  carts, 
etc. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


'I'he  Reading’s  anthracite  coal  tonnage  for 
June  is  about  1,10(),0()()  tons,  which  indicates  a 
total  production  of  fj.rjOO.OOO  tons  for  the  month, 
hut  the  general  estimate  is  5,:i0(),000  tons. 

C.  J  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  returned  to 
his  oificc  the  first  of  the  week,  after  having  spent 
several  davs  at  the  company’s  coal  operations 
in  West  Virginia. 

C.  It.  Lester,  vice-president  the  W.  C.  Mason 
Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  returned  the  first  of  the 
week,  after  spending  about  eight  days  on  the 
Maine  coast.  It  is  not  often  Mr.  Lester  finds 
time  to  take  a  brief  spell  for  recreation,  but  this 
occasion  was  one  of  special  interest,  which  he 
could  not  let  go  by. 

George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Railway  Co.,  will  sail  from  New  York 
on  Saturday,  July  seventh,  for  Europe.  He  ex¬ 
pects  to  remain  abroad  for  about  two  months. 
It  is  seldom  Mr.  Baer  gets  away  from  business 
duties  for  extended  periods,  and  his  going  at 
this  time  is  fully  merited. 

Harry  Schroeder,  a  son  of  John  F.  Schroeder, 
of  the  firm  of  Schroeder  &  Kahrs,  413  East  One 
Hundred  and  Ninth  street.  New  York,  was  mar¬ 
ried  on  June  twentieth  to  Miss  Florence  Pulver. 
The  wedding  ceremony  was  held  in  the  church 
and  the  young  couple  departed  after  the  services 
were  over  on  their  honeymoon  trip. 

E.  A.  Ward,  identified  with  the  United  Coal 
Co.  at  New  York,  has  taken-  up  quarters,  with  his 
wife  and  daughter,  on  the  Jersey  coast,  being 
located  at  Allenhurst,  where  they  vvill  remain 
during  the  heated  term.  Mr.  Ward  will  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  convenient  water  transportation  to 
New  York  in  attending  to  his  duties  while  stop¬ 
ping  at  the  seashore. 

P.  B.  Heilner,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  spent 
the  warm  days  of  Saturday  and  Sunday  last  very 
comfortably  with  H.  F.  Hanson,  of  Hanson  & 
Parker,  Ltd.,  Boston,  Mass.,  aboard  his  new  gaso¬ 
line  boat,  cruising  in  the  sound  as  far  down  as 
Whitestone  and  up  to  Larchmont,  Oyster  Bay, 
and  other  points  on  these  waters. 

Samuel  Heilner,  of  the  firm  of  Percy  Heilner 
&  Son,  Philadelphia,  who  went  abroad  on  May 
thirty-first,  returned  on  the  steamship  Amerika 
from  Hamburg  on  Saturday,  June  thirtieth.  Mr. 
Heilner  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Heilner  and 
Miss  Heilner,  his  sister,  they  having  gone  abroad 
about  the  middle  of  April  to  tour  Spain  and 
.southern  Europe,  meeting  Mr.  Heilner  at  Paris, 
to  join  them  on  their  voyage  home. 

G.  1.  Herbert,  of  H.  L.  Herbert  &  Co.,  New 
York,  has  again  removed  his  family  to  their  sum¬ 
mer  cottage  at  Slide  Mountain,  Big  Indian,  in  the 
Catskills,  where  they  will  reside  during  the 
warm  season.  Mr.  Herbert  is  a  member  of  the 
Winnisook  Club,  which  has  an  established  colony 
at  this  place,  and  will  make  week’s  end  and  over- 
Sunday  trips  to  this  resort  in  order  to  obtain 
some  recreation  away  from  business  duties. 

A  statement  issued  by  the  department  of  com¬ 
merce  and  labor  says  that  during  the  fiscal  year 
just  ended  1,463  merchant  vessels  were  built  in 
this  country.  They  measured  421,744  gross  regis¬ 
ter  tons,  compared  with  1,301  of  326,213  gros.s 
tons  for  the  fiscal  year  1905.  The  year’s  increase 
has  been  entirely  in  steel  steamships  on  the  great 
lakes,  numbering  52  of  337,724  gross  tons,  com¬ 
pared  with  29  of  102,497  gross  tons  for  the  pre¬ 
vious  year. 

Negotiations  for  the  sale  of  the  Jermyn  anthra¬ 
cite  collieries  at  Old  Forge,  Pa.,  that  have 
been  on  for  some  time,  are  now  said  to  have  been 
concluded  by  a  final  agreement  of  sale,  and  that 
the  Erie  railroad  will  take  control  of  the  proper¬ 
ties,  at  a  price  approximating  over  $1,500,000. 
'I'hese  collieries  have  been  idle  through  a  miners’ 
strike  since  early  in  the  year,  and  some  interest 
is  shown  as  to  what  action  will  be  taken  by  the 
Erie  when  it  gets  the  control  of  the  mines. 

The  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  of  New 
York  city,  awarded  its  contracts  for  the  supply  of 


about  300,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal  on  Satur¬ 
day  of  last  week,  for  delivery  to  its  differeiU 
p<jwer  plants  during  the  ensuing  year.  It  is 
understood  that  only  two  awards  we’"'.*  made  on 
the  business  this  year,  where  heretoiore  it  had 
been  customary  to  divide  in  five  or  six  parts. 
The  fortunate  bidders  are  said  to  be  the  Berwind- 
White  Coal  Mining  Co.  and  the  Somerset  Coal 
Co.,  sharing  about  equally. 

Further  action  was  taken  by  the  board  of  health 
during  the  week  to  eliminate  the  smoke  nuisance, 
in  the  case  of  the  Long  Island  railroad,  when  five 
engineers  of  the  road  were  held  by  Magistrate 
Connorton  in  the  Long  Island  City  police  court 
in  $500  bonds  each  for  sjjccial  sessions.  1  he  men 
were  arrested  when  they  were  about  to  take  out 
their  engines,  in  which  soft  coal  was  burned. 
The  magistrate,  in  holding  them  for  trial,  said 
he  would  much  prefer  to  have  the  directors  or 
other  persons  really  responsible  brought  before 
him. 

The  retail  coal  merchants  of  the  boroughs  of 
Manhattan  and  the  Bronx,  New  York  city,  have 
advanced  the  price  ten  cents  a  ton  on  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes  of  anthracite  coal,  effective  from 
July  first.  This  makes  the  current  price  for 
broken,  egg,  stove  and  chestnut  $6.05,  and  applies 
to  the  family  trade,  boarding  houses,  stores,  sa¬ 
loons,  barber  shops  and  boarding  and  livery- 
stables.  Pea  coal  is  $4.50,  with  an  extra  charge 
of  twenty-five  cents  on  all  half-ton  deliveries. 
The  advance  is  made  to  conform  with  the  monthly 
increase  in  cost  of  coal  at  wholesale. 

Louis  P.  Miller,  president  of  the  Morris  Run 
Mines,  Corning,  N.  Y.,  sailed  on  Thursday,.  June 
twenty-eighth,  for  Europe,  and  expects  to  remain 
abroad  for  about  two  months.  Mr.  Miller  un¬ 
doubtedly  felt  the  need  of  a  rest  from  his  recent 
strenuous  duties  in  connection  with  the  miners' 
strikes.  The  men  having  gone  out  on  April  first, 
and  showing  no  signs  that  they  would  surrender 
up  to  last  week,  he  agreed  to  accept  the  United 
Mine  Workers’  scale,  which  was  concluded  before 
his  departure,  with  the  understanding  that  mine 
employes  would  return  to  work  on  Monday, 
July  second. 

For  the  purpose  of  securing  evidence  of  alleged 
discrimination  in  favor  of  certain  coal  companies, 
representatives  of  Haskell  &  Sells,  expert  account¬ 
ants,  of  New  York,  are  canvassing  the  books  of 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  under  an  order  of 
court  secured  in  the  suits  for  damages  brought 
against  the  railroad  company  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  Mitchell  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
and  the  Webster  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  experts 
began  their  work  last  week,  and  several  weeks 
will  be  required  to  go  over  the  books  included 
in  the  court  orders.  As  a  result  of  the  investiga¬ 
tion  ex-Uistrict  Attorney  Graham  hopes  to  re¬ 
cover  more  than  $1,500,000  for  his  clients,  the 
three  coal  companies. 

The  directors  of  the  New  York,  Ontario  & 
Western  Railway  Co.,  at  a  meeting  held  in  New 
York  on  June  twenty-seventh,  declared  a  dividend 
of  two  per  cent  on  the  capital  stock  of  the  road. 
This  is  an  increase  of  one-half  of  one  per  cent 
over  the  previous  payment,  which  was  made  on 
July  thirty-first,  1905.  It  was  said  that  the  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  road  for  the  last  year  had  been  suf¬ 
ficient  to  permit  this  increase  in  the  dividend 
rate.  Owing  to  the  holdings  of  $29,160,000  of  the 
common  stock,  acquired  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  in  October,  1904, 
which  amount  has  presumably  been  increased 
since  that  time,  it  will  benefit  from  this  increase 
in  the  dividend  just  declared  an  addition  of 
$582,000  to  the  New  Haven’s  income  for  the  year. 

W.  S.  Kuhn,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Kuhn,  her 
sister  and  two  sons,  returned  from  Europe  on 
Tuesday  of  last  week,  via  the  steamship  Kronprinz 
Wilhelm,  after  a  very  enjoyable  trip  of  two 
months  abroad.  Mr.  Kuhn  has  taken  his  family 
to  Shinnecock  Hills,  Southampton,  L.  I.,  where  he 
owns  a  summer  residence,  and  will  spend  the 
warm  season  at  the  seashore.  While  Mr.  Kuhn 
is  a  very  busy  man,  having  large  financial  inter¬ 
ests  in  Pittsburg  and  that  territory,  among  which 
is  his  ownership  in  coal  properties,  being  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Coal  Co.,  he  believes  that 

recreation  is  occasionally  necessary.  He  expects 


to  return  to  his  office  in  Pittsburg  shortly,  so  that 
liis  brother,  who  is  associated  with  him,  may 
take  a  vacation  at  his  summer  quarters  in  Canada. 

Sajiitary  Superintendent  Maxfield,  of  the  Bor¬ 
ough  of  Brooklyn,  is  now  waging  war  against 
the  smoke  nuisance  and  kindred  abuses.  (Jn 
June  sixth,  at  the  instance  of  the  health  de¬ 
partment,  through  Inspector  I).  Melody,  Daniel 
rurnbull,  of  North  Thirteenth  and  Berry  streets, 
Williamsburg,  was  fined  $250  for  violating  sec¬ 
tion  96  of  the  sanitary  code,  and  distressing  the 
residents  of  the  neighborhood,  by  the  fumes 
which  proceeded  from  his  premises.  It  was 
tliought  that  this  fine  would  result  in  the  evil 
being  remedied,  but  this  was  not  the  case,  as 
the  firm  continued  along  former  methods.  Action 
was  taken  last  week  by  James  McGrath,  of  the 
health  squad,  and  eight  policemen,  who  guarded 
the  foundry  from  committing  a  further  nuisance. 
'I'he  display  of  force  had  the  desired  effect,  and 
the  management  promptly  dismissed  150  em¬ 
ployes  and  shut  down  the  plant,  which  the  police 
are  guarding  to  prevent  reopening.  Mr.  Max- 
field  says  that  it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  in  a 
similar  manner  wherever  he  finds  violation  of 
section  96. 

By  the  decision  handed  down  by  Justice 
Stewart  of  the  supreme  court,  at  Philadelphia, 
on  June  twenty-seven,  in  the  celebrated  Shaleen 
miners’  certificate  case,  it  is  announced  that  the 
anthracite  law,  so  far  as  the  examination  for 
competency  is  concerned,  is  constitutional  and 
binding,  while  the  provision  demanding  a  two 
year’s  apprenticeship  in  the  anthracite  region  pre¬ 
vious  to  an  application  for  a  certificate  of  com¬ 
petency,  is  unconstitutional.  The  case  has  now 
been  passed  upon  by  the  county  court,  the  superior 
court  and  the  supreme  court.  No  person  can  en¬ 
gage  in  the  anthracite  mines  unless  he  has  passed 
the  examination  to  test  his  competency,  but  such 
person  need  not  reside  for  any  specified  term  in 
the  anthracite  region.  This  settles  a  long  con¬ 
troversy  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  a  ruling  of  the 
the  state  supreme  court  can  effect  a  final  de¬ 
termination  of  the  questions  involved.  With  the 
many  important  interests  involved,  however,  it 
is  not  unlikely  that  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States  will  be  asked  to  pass  on  the  matter 
before  it  is  set  at  rest. 

W.  A.  Kissam.  identified  with  the  firm  of 
Borden  &  Lovell,  17  Battery  place.  New  York, 
left  for  the  Philippine  Islands,  via  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  the  first  of  the  week,  and  will  sail  by 
steamer  on  July  seventh,  to  be  gone  about  three 
months.  Mr.  Kissam,  in  making  this  trip,  repre¬ 
sents  some  New  York  financial  men,  who  desire 
to  obtain  *more  definite  knowledge  as  to  the  coal 
deposits  on  the  islands,  the  quality  of  the  product, 
in  competition  wdth  other  coals  mined  in  the  east, 
and  to  what  extent  a  market  could  be  developed 
for  it  in  the  surrounding  countries.  The  proposi¬ 
tion  is  an  important  one  to  this  country,  as  the 
coal  for  use  there  is  now  being  shipped  from  the 
United  States  at  considerable  cost.  It  is  said 
that  the  coal  available  on  the  island  for  mining 
and  convenient  shipping  is  of  a  higher  quality 
than  that  produced  in  the  adjoining  countries, 
and  is  in  unlimited  supply,  only  requiring  some 
capital  and  business  enterprise  to  make  it  a  profit¬ 
able  investment.  Mr.  Kissam  will  make  a  thor¬ 
ough  investigation  of  this  matter  and  will  also 
look  into  the  feasibility  of  operating  coal  mines  in 
that  country.  His  report  will  be  looked  for  with 
interest. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  w'eek  ending  June  thirtieth, 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to 
date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 
Week  ending  June  30,  1906....  11,964  19,067  31,032 

Corresponding  week,  1905 .  S,S55  19,810  28,666 

Total  for  1906  . 384,638  573.268  957,907 

Corresponding  period.  1905  ,  .  .  .357,109  445. S04  802,913 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as  com¬ 
pared  w'ith  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  154,994  tons. 
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Western  Retail  ^lotes. 

Fred  Koegler  has  purchased  the  interest  of 
Peter  Hay  in  the  Edwall  Feed  &  Fuel  Co.,  Ed- 
wall,  Wash.  Mr.  Hay  will  in  the  future  de¬ 
vote  his  time  to  the  development  of  the  Pine 
Creek  dairy  at  Spokane. 

♦ 

The  Enterprise  Coal  Co.,  of  Rentschler  Sta¬ 
tion,  Mo.,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation. 
The  company  has  a  capital  of  $3,000  and  is 
incorporated  by  Robert  Schramm,  Charles 
Schramm  and  Phillip  May. 

The  Champaign  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Champaign,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $1,000,  to  deal  in  coal,  feed  and  building  ma¬ 
terial.  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
T.  L.  Block,  J.  C.  Kruz  and  F.  A.  Wilske. 

Mayor  Thompson,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  as¬ 
serts  that  the  organization  among  coal  dealers 
of  that  city  has  been  broken  up,  and  that  the 
dealers  are  charging  prices  which  are  only  in 
accordance  with  the  prices  charged  them. 

C.  H.  Vedder  and  A.  E.  Tracy  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  and  wood  business  of  E.  L. 
Peck,  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  will  conduct  the 
-same  at  the  old  stand  in  the  future.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  new  owners  to  add  a  feed 
department  and  construct  a  large  warehouse. 

Seven  bids  for  fuel  for  the  public  schools  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  were  opened  a  few  days 
ago,  and  every  one  was  alike.  The  board  is 
trying  to  place  a  contract  for  7,000  tons  of 
coal,  and,  being  of  the  opinion  that  a  contract 
of  this  magnitude  ought  to  insure  some  com¬ 
petition,  all  bids  were  rejected  and  in  the  near 
luture  new  ones  will  be  advertised  for. 


Eastern  Rjitail  ^^otes. 

„  retail  coal  and  wood  firm  of  Hart  & 
Coffey,  Boston,  Mass.,  has  filed  a  petition  in 
bankruptcy  with  liabilities  of  $4,788.27  and  as¬ 
sets  of  $376.05. 

Marco  Brothers,  retail  coal  dealers  at  New 
lork,  N.  Y.,  have  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000  by  B.  B  Marco  E  B 
Marco,  J.  L.  Marco  and  A.  Marco. 

Because  they  have  a  large  amount  of  coal 
on  hand  coal  dealers  at  Plainfield,  N.  Y.,  are 
not  going  to  reduce  the  winter  price  this  sum¬ 
mer,  as  has  been  the  case  heretofore.  They 
have  agreed,  however,  to  take  off  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  for  coal  delivered  in  June  when 
cash  accompanies  the  order. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 


I  he  Wilson  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  ; 
u  ^  capital  stock  of  $400,00 

H.  1.  Wilson,  of  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  is  presidei 
ot  the  new  concern. 

The  Nimishilling  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpc 
’•  ^  capital  stock  of  $100,000  at  Lod 
^1.  1  he  incorporators  are  W.  S.  Reed,  R  J 

Gainble,  E.  P,  Thomas,  J.  G.  Black  and  M  1 
Reed. 


Tdie  Crescent  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Cuba,  III,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $1,800  Th( 
company  will  mine  and  sell  coal  at  wholesale 
and  IS  incorporated  by  J.  O.  Applebee,  H.  B 
Vonach  and  A.  S.  Vonach, 

The  VMley  Union  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo- 
rated  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  stock 
^  $10,000.  The  officers  of  the  company  are 
u.  Custer,  president ;  Ben  Bosler,  vice-president 
and  E.  B.  Kirkpatrick,  secretary  and  treasurer 


Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Weldon,  Ill.,  by  the  Weldon  Coal  Co.,  showing 
a  capital  stock  of  $1,500.  The  company  will  con¬ 
duct  a  general  coal  mining  business  and  is  incor¬ 
porated  by  J.  W.  Coffman  D.  C.  Mawhiney  and 
Robert  Marsh. 


The  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  of  Coin,  has 
been  incorporated  at  Coin,  Iowa,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  directors  of  the  company 
are  John  Haisch,  J.  F.  Whitmore,  C.  S.  Buch- 


tel,  C.  M.  Henderson,  P.  A.  C.  Jonasson,  J.  h'. 
Schick,  M.  Gauss,  H.  W.  Runyan  and  Sam 
Hill. 

The  St.  I.ouis  Coalette  Fuel  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with  a  capita! 
stock  of  $500,000,  of  wliich  amount  half  is  paid 
up.  The  company  is  negotiating  for  a  factory 
site,  and  will  probably  build  in  North  St. 
Louis.  C.  W.  Renfrew,  of  Joplin,  Mo.,  is 
largely  interested  in  the  new  company. 

The  Mountain  Coal  &  Cement  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  .$1,000,000.  The  company  will 
open  coal  mines  at  Mapicton,  Kas.,  and  is 
incorporated  by  S.  T.  McDermott,  of  Kansas 
City,  Elwood  C.  Hepler,  Fort  Scott,  and  E.  E. 
Edwards  ,of  Chicago. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Middletown  Coal  Co., 
Middletown,  III.,  has  been  increased  from  $20,- 
000  to  $100,000. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Hocking  Land  &  Coal 
Co.,  Athens,  Ohio,  has  been  increased  from 
$12,000  to  $50,000. 

The  shaft  which  is  being  sunk  at  Jamestown, 
Mich.,  by  the  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  is  down  about 
ninety  feet  and  it  is  reported  that  work  is  pro¬ 
gressing  favorably. 

The  Edward  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  has 
purchased  from  A.  M.  Calhoun  1,371  acres  of  land 
near  Fuller.  The  price  paid  for  the  land 
varied  from  $100  to  $150  per  acre. 

A  company  composed  of  Wichita  capitalists, 
has  bought  800  acres  of  coal  land  near  Barton- 
ville.  Ill.  The  property  will  be  developed  at 
once,  and  it  is  thought  that  by  fall  500  ming-s 
will  be  employed. 

The  Hamilton  mine,  just  north  of  Linton,  Ind., 
has  been  leased  by  the  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.  This  is  considered  a  very  valuable 
piece  of  property,  being  equipped  with  the  finest 
of  mining  machinery. 

Residents  of  Mechanicslnirg,  Ill.,  are  elated 
over  the  finding  of  a  twelve-foot  vein  of  coal 
in  the  new  mine  at  the  Chautauqua  grounds. 
Just  above  the  coal  is  a  four-foot  vein  of  the 
finest  slate  in  that  section. 

The  Canaan  Coal  Co.  will  at  once  open  a  mine 
on  its  recently  acquired  property  in  Canaan 
township,  Athens  county,  Ohio.  The  company 
owns  6,000  acres  of  land  underlaid  with  a  nine- 
foot  vein  of  Hocking  coal. 

The  surface  buildings  of  the  Industrial  coal 
mine,  owned  and  operated  by  the  Northern  Coal 
Co.,  Superior,  Colo.,  consisting  of  a  boiler  house 
and  tipple,  were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  a  few 
days  ago,  entailing  a  loss  of  $15,000. 

The  Coin  Coal  Co.,  the  new  mining  company 
at  Coin,  Iowa,  has  installed  a  set  of  wagon  and 
tipple  scales  at  its  plant.  A  large  storage  shed 
will  also  be  built  in  the  near  future,  in  which 
coal  not  in  immediate  demand  will  be  kept. 

The  corporate  authority  of  the  Winding  Gulf 
Coal  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  has  been  surrendered, 
and  the  company  has  filed  a  certificate  of  final 
dissolution.  S.  J.  Patterson  was  president  of 
the  company,  which  was  incorporated  for  $20,- 
000. 

The  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  which  is  sink¬ 
ing  a  shaft  near  Ogden,  Iowa,  reports  excellent 
progress  as  being  made  with  the  operation.  The 
shaft  has  now  reached  a  depth  of  160,  which 
leaves  only  about  fifty  feet  more  before  reaching 
coal. 

The  Sheridan  Coal  Co.  has  abandoned  its  mines 
at  Danforth,  Mo.,  and  is  moving  the  machinery, 
houses,  etc.,  formerly  used  at  that  plant,  to  Ful¬ 
ler,  a  new  coal  camp  north  of  Pittsburg.  M.  W. 
Greenwood  has  charge  of  the  moving  opera¬ 
tions. 

The  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
has  sold  its  coal  mines  on  West  Twentieth  street, 
that  city,  to  a  new  company  composed  of  C.  D. 
Slinker,  T.  D.  Frazer,  W.  J.  Sayre  and  E.  A. 
Sayre.  Mr.  Slinker  is  president  of  the  new 
company. 

A  committee  has  been  appointed  liy  the  Indiana 
bituminous  coal  operators  to  take  up  the  matter 


of  the  proposed  coal  exposition.  A  meeting  was 
held  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  association,  and  all  the  features  of  the  ex¬ 
position  were  discussed. 

Extensive  repairs  are  being  made  to  the  mine 
of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Co.,  at  Catlin,  Ill.  Two 
new  boilers  are  being  installed,  and  over  6,000 
feet  of  new  track  is  being  laid.  When  the  im¬ 
provements  and  repairs  are  completed  the  mine 
will  employ  about  350  men. 

The  coal  mines  at  Scandia,  Iowa,  which  have 
been  idle  for  the  past  year,  are  to  be  reopened  by 
a  new  company  and  operated  on  a  more  extensive 
scale  than  ever  before.  T.  Carpenter,  at  present 
manager  of  the  mines  at  Saylorville,  is  at  the 
head  of  the  new  company. 

On  account  of  a  cave  in  the  Crawford  County 
Coal  Co.,  which  has  been  operating  a  shaft  on 
the  Cornelius  land,  one  mile  east  of  Girard,  Kas., 
has  been  compelled  to  discontinue  operations. 
About  fifteen  feet  of  the  roof  of  the  mine  fell 
a  few  days  ago,  severely  injuring  one  of  the 
miners. 

The  Hinsch  Coal  &:  Coke  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
has  taken  over  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Coal  Co., 
and  also  three  mines  in  West  Virginia.  The 
deal  involves  about  $100,000.  G.  W.  Johnson, 
vice-president  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  will 
act  as  general  sales  manager  for  the  Hinsch 
company. 

The  miners  employed  in  mine  thirty-eight  of 
the  Rock  Island  sy.stem  of  mines,  at  McAlester, 
I.  T,.  have  gone  out  on  strike,  alleging  that  the 
company  has  employed  a  “scab”  miner.  The 
union  men  declare  they  will  not  return  to  work 
as  long  as  the  objectionable  man  is  given  em¬ 
ployment. 

A  new  town  has  been  platted  in  Crawford 
county,  Kas.,  near  Girard,  on  the  Santa  Fe  rail¬ 
way,  named  Radley  in  honor  of  Judge  H.  H. 
Radley,  a  member  of  the  Girard  Coal  Co.,  which 
owns  the  site  of  the  town.  A  large  numl;)er  of 
lots  have  already  been  sold,  and  manv  houses  will 
be  built  in  the  near  future. 

The  Missouri  &  Illinois  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  has  brought  suit  against  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral  Railway  Co.,  alleging  failure  on  the  part  of 
the  road  to  supply  the  number  of  cars  and  en¬ 
gines  called  for  by  contract  to  haul  all  of  the 
pmpany’s  coal.  The  company  also  states  that 
if  the  road  did  not  have  the  cars  available,  more 
could  have  been  purchased  with  but  little  delay. 


Coal  Export  Tax  Repealed. 

The  state  department  at  Washington  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  report  from  D.  W.  Williams,  United 
States  consul  at  Cardiff,  Wales,  regarding  the  re¬ 
peal,  by  the  British  government,  of  the  export 
tax  on  coal,  to  take  effect  November  first  of  the 
present  year.  This  tax,  according  to  the  consul’s 
report,  was  first  imposed  in  1901,  partly  as  a  war 
tax  and  partly  to  arrest  the  selling  of  the  famous 
Welsh  steam  coal  to  foreign  navies.  The  tax  was 
at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  on  the  ton  on  all  coals 
graded  above  six  shillings  a  ton,  and  it  proved 
such  a  handicap  to  the_  Welsh  coal  trade  that  all 
operators  as  well  as  miners  united  in  demanding 
its  repeal.  The  Bristol  Channel  ports  exported 
20,801,598  tons  of  taxed  coal  in  1904,  and  20.105,- 
890  tons  in  1905,  and  the  tax  in  1905  amounted 
to  i863,204.  Of  this  amount  Cardiff  alone  paid 
£595,174,  or  about  $3,000,000. 

The  removal  of  such  a  burden  has  pleased  the 
miners  greatly,  for  they  anticipate  an  increase  of 
wages.  The  removal  will  also  enable  Welsh  coal 
men  to  compete  more  freely  in  foreign  markets, 
especially  in  the  South  American  ports.  The  fact 
that  the  operators  and  miners  have  entered  into 
a  four-year  agreement,  which  began  January  first, 
1906,  will  enable  the  Welsh  operators  to  enter 
into  long  contracts  with  the  South  Americans. 
The  result  of  this  will  be  to  increase  largely  the 
trade  between  Britain  and  South  America,  for 
Britain  needs  grain  and  meat,  which  are  South 
.American  staples,  and  the  exchanging  of  coal  for 
them  gives  British  shipping  two  paying  freights, 
which,  in  turn,  will  promote  the  trade.  The  gen¬ 
eral  effect  on  Welsh  coal  is  an  advancement  in 
price,  and  the  best  Cardiff  coal  is  now  quoted 
at  $3.65  to  $3.77,  although  the  highest  quotation 
on  January  first.  1906,  was  only  $3.16. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

'I  he  Madison  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Scranton,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $ao,l)00. 

Tlie  Keokce  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $1, .')()(),()()()  to  operate  mines,  deal  in  coal,  coke, 
etc.  'Flic  incorporators  arc  C.  P.  Perin,  S. 
Pierrepont  and  W.  L.  Webb,  all  of  New  York. 

Fbc  Siipcrior-Pocahontas  Coal  Co.  has  been 
organi7.c<l  at  (irafton,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $.')0(),00l).  'i'he  new  company  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  Hlackstone  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  the 
Helena  Coal  Co.,  the  llenritz  Mining  Co.  and  the 
Davy  Crockett  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  embracing  lease¬ 
holds  for  about  4, ()()()  acres. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

J'he  Krie  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has 
chased  the  jermyn  collieries  at  Old  Forge,  the 
consideration  being  $2,000,000. 

The  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  employ¬ 
ing  over  2,000  men  in  the  central  Pennsylvania 
field,  has  signed  the  scale  of  1903. 

'Fhc  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
has  made  arrangements  for  the  installation  of  a 
modern  lighting  and  power  plant  at  its  Sterling 
colliery  near  Pottsville,  Pa. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  directors  of  the  Wheeling  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  held  a  few  days  ago : 
G.  L.  Hibbs,  president;  E.  L.  Denny,  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

James  Spears,  of  Grove  City,  Pa.,  has  secured 
a  fifty-year  lease  on  the  large  colliery  of  the 
TIallston  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Hallston.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  important  coal  deals  of  the 
Mercer  county  fields  for  years. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  Western  Maryland 
Coal  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  the  week  ended 
June  seventh,  show  an  increase  of  $29,319.92,  and 
for  the  current  fiscal  year  to  June  seventh  they 
show  an  increase  of  $843.05]  .08. 

An  interesting  feature  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  “home  week”  celebration  in  Carbon- 
dale,  Pa.,  this  fall,  is  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
of  the  opening  of  the  first  coal  mine  there,  which 
will  occur  at  about  the  same  time. 

The  Mt.  Hope  Coal  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has 
completed  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  new  breaker 
on  the  site  of  the  one  now  being  used.  The  new 
building  will  be  larger  than  the  present  breaker 
and  will  be  modern  in  every  respect. 

The  Dixon-Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.,  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  is  sinking  three  new  shafts  on  a  three 
thousand  acre  tract  of  land  a  few  miles  east  of 
Welch.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
make  this  one  of  the  most  modern  plants  in  the 
state. 

John  P.  Gilchrist,  president  of  the  Richland 
Coal  Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  died  a  few  days 
ago  at  his  home  in  that  city.  He  vyas  seventy- 
seven  years  of  age,  and  had  been  in  ill-health 
for  some  time.  Death  was  caused  by  congestion 
of  the  brain. 

The  Thompson-Connellsville  Coke  Co.,  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  has  started  work  on  an  800  oven  coke 
plant  near  Brownsville.  The  company  has  had  a 
$3,000,000  mortgage  filed  at  Uniontown,  with 
which  it  will  erect  one  of  the  finest  coking  plants 
in  the  country. 

A  syndicate  of  Pittsburg  capitalists  has  taken 
options  on  10,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Indianola 
field  of  Pennsylvania,  and  contracts  have  been 
made  with  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  for  the  handling 
of  the  product  of  the  mines  and  coke  ovens  when 
these  are  completed. 

The  Schuylkill  Iron  &  Coal  Co.,  which  has 
invested  $18,000,000  in  Schuylkill  lands,  has  now 
purchased  all  the  coal  underlying  the  borough  of 
Tremont  at  a  cost  of  $140,000.  The  tract  in¬ 
cludes  180  acres,  and  tests  have  shown  the  coal 
to  be  of  a  good  quality. 

The  Waltersburg  Coal  Co.,  Helen,  Pa.,  has  a 
force  of  men  at  work  grading,  preparatory  to  the 
erection  of  115  coke  ovens  at  its  plant  in  that 
city.  Lumber  for  the  erection  of  company  houses 


is  being  distributed,  and  work  on  them  will  be 
commenced  within  the  next  few  days. 

Drilling  operations  have  been  started  by  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  at  its 
Locust  Spring  colliery,  near  Mount  Carmel,  Pa., 
to  ascertain  if  the  fire,  which  was  caused  by  an 
explosion  two  years  ago,  is  still  burning,  if  the 
fire  is  extinguished,  the  mine  will  again  be  placed 
in  operation. 

Capitalists  from  Philadelphia,  Pa,,  have  leased 
a  tract  of  over  1,000  acres  of  coal  land  just 
across  the  Maryland  line  from  Washington  coun¬ 
tv,  in  h'ranklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  are  pre- 
))aring  to  prospect  for  coal.  It  is  stated  that  the 
prospectors  are  prepared  to  spend  $10,000  or 
more  in  preliminary  surveys  and  test  borings. 

The  new  coal  wharves  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  at  Thorndale,  Pa.,  have  now  been  put 
into  regular  service,  all  engines  both  east  and 
west,  stopping  there  for  their  supply  of  coal, 
water,  sand,  and  also  to  clean  their  fireboxes.  It 
is  estimated  that  it  will  require  an  average  of 
seventeen  cars  of  coal  a  day  to  supply  the  demand 
at  these  wharves. 

The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  which  purchased 
several  mines  from  Colonel  Lee,  near  Wilkes¬ 
barre,  Pa,,  several  years  ago,  has  discovered  that 
Colonel  Lee  had  but  disturbed  the  surface  of  these 
holdings,  and  that  almost  untold  wealth  is  still 
retained  in  the  mines.  Improvements  and  repairs 
are  now  being  made,  and  within  a  short  time 
operations  will  be  started  on  an  increased  scale. 


Burning  Mountains  of  Coal. 

Through  a  long  line  of  cliffs  from  Colorado  to 
central  Utah,  and  then  southwest  toward  Arizona, 
extensive  beds  of  coal  are  found.  This  coal 
formation  of  the  far  west  has  developed  what 
may  be  termed  burning  mountains,  or  coal  beds, 
a  fire  with  surface  indications  of  constant  com¬ 
bustion  for  ages  past.  From  surface  appearances 
the  fires  have  gone  out  in  these  cliffs  in  some 
places,  but  at  one  point  in  the  canon  of  Prince 
river,  where  the  coal  is  being  mined,  the  rocks 
have  become  so  uncomfortably  hot  that  the  miners 
have  been  compelled  to  retire  for  fear  the  fires 
would  again  break  out.  At  two  places  near  tribu¬ 
taries  of  Fremont  river  the  coals  have  been  burn¬ 
ing  without  cessation  since  they  were  discovered 
by  the  earliest  explorer.  At  certain  intervals,  as 
the  burning  of  the  thick  beds  progresses,  produc¬ 
ing  cavernous  spaces  in  the  earth,  the  rocks  cave 
in,  forming  vents  for  the  freer  circulation  of  air. 
Then  the  coal  burns  more  fiercely,  and  the  heat 
becomes  so  intense  as  to  even  melt  the  rocks. 

Origin  of  the  Fires. 

The  origin  of  these  fires  has  been  the  subject 
of  much  speculation.  One  explanation  is  that 
lightning  has  by  chance  struck  the  edges  of  these 
coal  beds  at  various  times  since  these  mountains 
were  lifted  up.  Another  is  that  forest  fires 
raging  in  the  mountains  came  in  contact  with 
exposed  coal.  The  more  thoughtful  point  out 
that  the  forests  in  this  desert  region  are  too  sparse 
for  forest  fires  to  occur.  Still  another  and  more 
common  explanation  is  that  the  Indians  built  their 
camp  fires  under  the  protecting  ledges  of  the 
mountains  against  the  coal,  and  it  was  thus 
ignited.  They  point  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
ruins  of  the  habitations  of  cliffdwellers  here,  and 
claim  that  in  their  day  the  coals  began  to  burn. 


Jiailway  Losses  From  Strike. 

The  bituminous  coal  strike  in  the  western 
Pennsylvania  region  is  shown  in  a  loss  of  $366,- 
000  or  fifty-five  per  cent  in  the  April  gross  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  rail¬ 
road.  The  result  was  a  loss  of  $7,000  after  ex¬ 
penses,  comparing  with  a  net  of  $276,000  in  the 
month  last  year. 


A  New  Coal  Town. 

Berwind  is  the  name  of  a  new  town  in  West 
Virginia  that  is  to  be  built  by  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which 
is  the  name  of  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Co.  in 
West  Virginia.  The  company  has  set  apart  200 


acres,  which  are  being  laid  out  into  lots.  Two 
hundred  houses  are  to  be  built  this  summer  and 
200  more  next  summer.  The  company  has  38,000 
acres  of  coal  land  about  100  miles  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  on  the  Bealington  branch  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad.  A  railroad  has  just  been  con¬ 
structed  to  the  site.  The  land  was  bought  some 
time  ago  for  about  $250  an  acre. 


New  Manitowoc  Dock. 

The  Central  Coal  and  Dock  Co.,  of  Manitowoc, 
Wis.,  has  let  the  contract  for  the  building,  at  that 
port,  of  a  coal  dock  which  will  rank  well  up  with 
the  best  on  the  lakes,  both  in  size  and  in  facili¬ 
ties  for  rapid  handling  of  coal  cargoes.  The 
contractors,  Greiling  Brothers,  of  Green  Bay, 
Wis.,  have  already  begun  work,  as  the  dock  is  to 
be  completed  by  fall.  The  specifications  provide 
for  a  structure  1,000  feet  long  with  a  depth  of 
400  feet,  the  superstructure  to  be  of  steel  and 
iron  and  the  machinery  the  most  modern  obtain- 
amle.  The  storage  capacity  is  to  be  over  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  million  tons. 


Jlnthracite  Wage  Loss. 

Figures  just  compiled  under  the  direction  of 
the  president  of  one  of  the  largest  coal  companies 
with  headquarters  here,  show  that  the  wage  loss 
to  mineworkers  during  the  suspension  of  work, 
from  April  first  to  May  fifteenth,  ordered  by  John 
Mitchell,  president  of  the  miners’  union,  amount¬ 
ed  to  more  than  $12,000,000.  The  total  anthra¬ 
cite  shipments  in  April,  1905,  were  5,278,041  tons; 
and  for  May,  1905,  6,500,158  tons.  Estimated  on 
this  basis  the  tonnage  from  April  first  to  May 
fifteenth,  1906,  would  have  been  more  than  8,- 
000,000  tons.  The  average  amount  paid  in  wages 
of  labor  per  ton  of  production  in  the  anthracite 
field  is  $1.55,  showing  a  loss  of  at  least  $12,400,- 
000  sustained  by  the  wage  earners. 

The  $1.55  per  ton  does  not  include  the  salaries 
of  superintendents,  office  men,  or  any  other  wagj: 
item  beyond  the  amount  paid  to  the  actual  work¬ 
ers  in  the  mine  and  breaker.  During  the  period 
of  idleness  the  men  received  no  allowances  from 
their  union,  so  that  when  they  returned  to  the  mines 
after  six  weeks’  idleness,  on  exactly  the  same 
terms  prevailing  when  they  were  ordered  out, 
their  loss  of  earnings  amounted  to  over  $12,000,- 
000  net. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
Branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  June  twenty-first  amounted  to  14,851 
tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of  3,098,782 
tons,  as  compared  with  4,189,912  tons  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease  of 
1,091,130  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
208  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  38,787  tons, 
as  compared  with  48,413  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year  of  9,626 
tons. 

V 

The  United  States  Coal  Co.  has  announced  that 
hereafter  its  mines  about  Steubenville  will  be 
operated  on  a  non-union  basis,  regardless  of  the 
settlement  reached  between  the  other  Ohio  op¬ 
erators  and  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

V 

The  Williams  Patent  Crusher  &  Pulverizer  Co., 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  wish  to  advise 
that  their  new  coal  crusher  catalogue  illustrating 
the  Williams  Patent  Hammer  Coal  crushers 
will  be  ready  for  distribution  early  in 
July.  This  new  edition  is  the  most  complete  of 
any  catalogue  yet  issued  by  this  company.  The 
Williams  Co.  will  be  glad  to  send  these  cata¬ 
logues  to  all  interested  parties. 
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Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Davis  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$19,000. 

The  Franklin  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Denning,  Ark.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are  Fred 
Randle,  Will  Cheek  and  J.  D.  Crokett. 

The  Reid  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Guthrie,  Okla.,  with  $100,000  capital  stock.  The 
incorporators  are  W.  Reid,  B.  R.  Smith  and  H.  J. 
Mersch,  of  Dallas.  J.  H.  Wright,  of  Oklahoma 
City  is  territorial  agent. 

The  Marrowbone  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Lookout,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000.  The  new  company  will  conduct  a  gen¬ 
eral  coal  mining  business,  and  expects  to  have  a 
a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  daily. 

The  Nebo  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coking  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $235,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $100 
each  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
J.  C.  Davidson,  Frank  Fehr,  K.  Fehr,  Henry 
Kaufman,  Albert  Latta  and  Ben  Strauss. 

The  Gladdis  Coal  &  Lime  Co.  has  been  incor- 
porated  at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000.  The  company  is  organized  to  own  and 
operate  coal  mine  and  mineral  lands,  and  is  in¬ 
corporated  by  S.  F.  Martin,  F.  Vandenhuerk, 
Stephen  Owens,  J.  R.  Wimberly,  J.  W.  Phillips, 


J.  T.  Parton,  W.  J.  Martin  and  J.  W.  Vanden¬ 
huerk. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Montlake  Coal  Co., 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  has  been  increased  from 
$25,000  to  $00,000. 

Between  five  and  six  cars  of  Stouts  rnountain, 
Alabama,  coal  are  being  shipped  to  Mexico  daily, 
via  Pensacola.  The  coal  is  of  a  hard  quality  and 
will  stand  the  long  travel. 

The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.  has 
awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  five  coal 
washers  at  its  mines  in  Ensley  and  Wylan,  Ala. 
The  washers  will  be  built  of  plate  and  structural 
steel. 

The  Terry  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Hopkinsville,  Ky., 
has  purchased  a  right  of  way  eighty  feet  wide 
over  the  property  of  Charles  Clemens,  near  that 
city,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  railroad  from 
its  mines  to  connect  with  the  line  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  road. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  has  libeled  Jung  &  Sons  Coal  Co.,  New 
Orleans,  La.,  for  $3,125.42,  the  amount  alleged  to 
be  due  for  the  loss  of  a  barge  belonging  to  the 
former  company,  which  was  sunk  in  a  collision 
with  a  boat  belonging  to  the  defendants. 

It  has  been  officially  announced  by  President 
Zimmerman,  of  the  Detroit,  Toledo  &  Ironton, 
that  neither  that  road  nor  the  lands  or  other 
properties  of  the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in 
Kentucky  are  for  sale.  This  statement  was  made 
on  account  of  rumors  to  the  effect  that  the  Chesa¬ 


peake  &  Ohio  intended  taking  over  the  line  and 
coal  company. 

As  the  result  of  a  visit  of  officials  of  the  Fen¬ 
tress  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  to  the  mines  at  Wilder, 
Tenn.,  a  number  of  changes  and  improvements 
will  be  made.  A  large  electrical  plant  is  to  be 
installed,  which  will  furnish  power  for  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  mines  and  drawing  out  the  coal. 
Other  improvements  will  also  be  made  which,  it 
is  thought,  will  almost  double  the  present  output. 

Literary  Notes. 

The  July  issue  of  The  Century  is  announced  as  a  fiction 
number,  with  the  second  installment  of  Anne  Warner  s 
very  funny  “Seeing  France  with  Uncle  John,”  and  ^9.'',^ 
stories  by  Alice  Hegan  Rice,  Anthony  Hope,  Harry  Still¬ 
well  Edwards,  Lawrence  Mott,  Annie  C.  Muirhead^  and 
other  popular  writers.  Mrs.  Rice’s  story  is  called  The 
Wild  Oats  of  a  Spinster,”  and  is  said  to  be  quite  as 
good  as  its  title.  Harry  Stillwell  Edward’s  “The  Funeral 
of  Rat  Brooks”  is  in  the  vein  of  the  inimitable  “Two 
Runaways,”  and  Lawrence  Mott’s  “Wilkinson’s  Chance” 
will  carry  the  reader  back  to  his  “Jules  of  the  Great 
Heart.”  “Over-proof,”  the  humorous  account  of  an  as¬ 
tonishing  incident,  will  introduce  a  new  and  promising 
writer,  W.  Albert  Hickman.  Anthony  Hope’s  story, 
“What  Was  Expected  of  Miss  Constantine,”  is  a  tale 
of  the  unexpected.  “Love  Laughs  at  Lions  ’  is  said  to 
be  one  of  Miss  Kenton’s  best  stories.  The  list  of  titles 
and  writers  promises  an  unusually  rich  and  varied  num¬ 
ber. 

The  variety  of  pleasurable  and  profitable  reading  af- 
forded  by  Recreation  for  July  is  such  as  to  amply  bear 
out  its  claim  of  being  “devoted  to  everything  the  name 
implies.”  In  “One  of  the  Crown,”  by  Roscoe  Brum¬ 
baugh,  the  reader  is  shown  how  many  New  Yorkers 
spend  their  Sundays  on  the  fishing  banks.  Another  hand¬ 
somely  illustrated  article,  far  removed  in  theme  from 
the  foregoing,  yet  equally  as  interesting,  is  “Camping  in 
the  High  Sierra,”  by  Madeline  Z.  Doty;  it  has  to  do 
with  all  the  trips  of  the  celebrated  Sierra  Club  of  Cali- 

(Continu'ed  on  page  38.) 


_  ^ 


— C 


<=>  c? 


€’o  ^ 


7 — 


norirvDnrinnnonnnoooOQOOCiOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOCOOOO^ 

MINES  NEAR 

GARTERVILLE, 

Williamson  County, 
Illinois. 

SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 

HURRICANE 

COAL 

A  600  too  dally  capacity 
Labi’lg  Coal  Waahlaf 
Plant  operated  la  coi* 
oectloo  with  mine. 


The  ST.  LOUIS  AND 

BigMuddyGoalGo. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFiee, 

CARBON  DALE,  ILL 

CAPACITT 

2,500  nn 

TONS  ul 

DAILY. 


OOCOOOOC)00(XXXXXXX)OOIXX>D<XXXX)CXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX)CXOC)OOOOCXXX)0(DOOCXXXXXXXX550CXXXXXXXX^ 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


38 


[July  7 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Railway  Claims  Impartiality. 

'J'he  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  on  the  author¬ 
ity  of  Vice-President  Thayer,  claims  the  follow¬ 
ing  ini))(;rtant  facts  in  connection  with  the  coni- 
l)any’s  efforts  to  provide  every  facility  for  the 
liandling  of  bituminous  coal  traffic: 

b'irst,  that  from  1900  to  1900,  170  new  sidings 
were  built  on  lines  cast  of  Pittsburg,  to  accom¬ 
modate  bituminous  coal  traffic. 

Second,  that  a  large  number  of  special  orders 
and  assignments  were  made  to  meet  special  con¬ 
ditions  during  the  period  of  congestion— January 
first,  1902,  to  December  twenty-si.xth,  1903 — to 
about  132  different  operators,  this  proving  that 
special  favors  were  not  conferred  upon  a  small 
number  of  operators,  as  has  been  alleged. 

Third,  that  there  was  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  bituminous  coal  mines  on  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad  from  January  first,  1900,  to  Jan¬ 
uary  first,  190f).  On  January  first,  1900,  there  was 
a  total  of  .'■>04  mines,  an  increase  over  January 


first,  1900,  of  232  mines. 

Four'll!,  that  on  June  first,  1900,  the  510  mines 
along  the  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  were 
operated  by  301  operators,  and  that,  while  abso¬ 
lute  accuracy  is  impossible,  the  best  record  ob¬ 
tainable  shows  an  increase  since  1901  of  ninety- 
seven  new  operators — entirely  indeiiendcnt  of  pre¬ 
vious  shippers — along  the  lines  of  the  road. 

'i'he  foregoing  facts  are  .set  forth  to  show  that 
a  condition  of  ruin,  bankruptcy  and  demoraliza¬ 
tion,  such  as  has  been  pictured  in  the  investiga¬ 
tion,  could  not  have  existed  vvhile  the  company 
was  making  such  comprehensive  efforts  to  ac¬ 
commodate  all  its  shippers,  and  with  new  capital 
obviously  so  eager  to  undertake  operations  along 
the  company’s  lines. 

Literary  ^lotes. 

(Continued  from  page  37.) 

fornia.  "Yacliting  in  the  Northwest,”  by  !•'.  M.  Kelly,  is 
a  superbly  illustrated  article  wbicb  will  appeal  to  all 


lovers  of  boating,  and  for  the  men  and  women  who  like 
to  take  long  hunting  and  fishing  trips  in  the  wilderness 
James  Leddy  I'equignot’s  “Guides,  White  and  Brown, 
will  have  much  interest;  the  photographs  arc  of  typical 
wilderness  guides.  Two  other  stories  of  interest  to  sports¬ 
men  with  experience  in  wilderness  life  are  “An  Outing 
in  Acadia,”  or  "Nova  Scotia  from  a  Canoe.”  by  Allen 
J.  Henry,  and  “The  Wilderness  \  irgin,”  by  Sid  Howard, 
narrating  the  author’s  experiences  on  a  trout-fishii^  expe- 
liition  to  an  undiscovered  forest  lake.  “Hill-Country 
Homing  Places,”  by  Howard  Green,  is  intended  to  in¬ 
cite  Americans  to  save  for  themselves  summer  retreats  in 
the  forests  that  yet  remain,  and  suggests  a  feasible  club- 
liing  plan.  Two  very  good  informational  articles  on  fish¬ 
ing  are  “Bass  Fishing  in  Wisconsin,”  by  Don  Cameron, 
and  “A  Matter  of  a  Mascalonge,”  by  Harry  L.  Means. 
^‘An  American  Sport  for  Americans,”  by  G.  M.  Richards, 
will  surely  increase  the  interest  in  the  ancient  and  ex¬ 
cellent  game  of  lacrosi^;  the  illustrations,  from  photo¬ 
graphs  of  a  game  between  the  varsity  teams  of  Colum¬ 
bia  and  Pennsylvania,  have  a  deal  of  “go”  in  them. 
“The  Art  of  Camping,”  by  Charles  A.  Bramble,  is  to  be 
a  series  of  practical  articles,  and  the  first  two  chapters 
appear  in  this  number.  “To  Grand  Lake  by  Team.  ’  by 
J.  W.  Copeland,  relates  a  trip  in  a  camping  wagon  in 
Colorado,  and  “The  Athens  World’s  Athletic  Meet,”  by 
Milton  K.  Towne,  and  “The  Camping  Launch,”  by  W. 
1(.  Bradshaw,  are  relatively  of  interest  to  followers  of 
athletics  and  of  boating. 
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General  Review 

In  the  main,  the  conditions  now  prevailing  in  the  coal  trade 
throughout  the  country  are  those  normal  to  the  summer  season,  with 
no  noteworthy  features  general  in  scope  and  not  many  of  great  local 
importance.  The  usual  i  .activity  of  the  season  has  not  yet  set  in  with 
full  force  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  especially  as  to  the  wholesale 
end  of  the  business,  but  retailers  are  finding  their  patrons  more  and 
more  loath  to  buy  coal  and  ice  at  the  same  time.  The  domestic  trade 
is  at  its  lowest  ebb  and  will  continue  so  for  several  weeks  before  the 
tide  will  begin  to  turn. 

Ketailers  are  atfccted  by  this  apathy  on  the  part  of  their  custom¬ 
ers  and  are  not  active  in  the  matter  of  buying  coal  which  they  know 
will  have  to  be  carried  in  stock  for  nearly  two  months  before  sales  to 
consumers  become  active.  Furthermore,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
retailers  of  the  country,  especially  in  the  villages  and  smaller  cities, 
are  not  coal  dealers  exclusively,  but  deal  either  in  ice  or  in  building 
materials.  This  being  the  harvest  time  in  these  trades,  their  teams 
and  men,  as  well  as  their  own  time,  is  fully  occupied  in  these  other 
lines,  and  it  is  therefore  impossible  for  them  to  do  anything  in  coal, 
even  if  they  had  the  desire.  Had  it  been  possible  to  awaken  activity, 
it  would  have  been  done  earlier  in  the  summer,  at  least  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  trade,  while  the  discounts  from  circular  prices  were  comparatively 
large.  Now  that  the  discounts  are  materially  reduced  it  is  certainly 
impossible  to  accomplish  what  could  not  be  brought  about  under  the 
former  more  attractive  prices. 

In  the  west,  therefore,  where  the  anthracite  trade  is  an  almost 
purely  domestic  proposition,  there  is  very  little  activity.  Sales  agents 
report  few  orders,  and  look  for  very  little  change  much  if  any  before 
September  first.  All-rail  shipments  are  light,  being  carefully  kept 
down  to  requirements.  Movement  by  the  lakes  also  has  thus  far  dis¬ 
appointed  expectations.  The  amount  of  coal  received  at  the  upper- 
lake  docks  is  greatly  below  normal.  Until  the  present  week  almost 
no  anthracite  has  come  to  Chicago  by  water.  The  shipments  b}'  water 
from  Buffalo  for  this  port  this  week  are  rei)orted  as  a  trifle  below 
30,000  tons,  indicating  the  beginning  of  a  movement,  but  coming 
much  later  in  the  season  than  usual. 

Apart  from  the  demands  of  the  lake  trade,  the  east  must  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  chief  support  of  the  anthracite  market  for  some  weeks 
to  come.  There  the  retail  trade  is  taking  more  of  the  product  than 
in  the  west.  Unfilled  June  orders  have  mostly  been  allowed  to  stand 
and  are  taking  an  appreciable  proportion  of  the  output,  during  July. 
The  suspension  of  all  of  the  mines  over  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  of 
many  of  them  for  the  entire  week  of  the  Fourth,  served  a  good  pur¬ 
pose  in  curtailing  output.  The  all-rail  trade  has  been  a  gratifyin^f 
surprise,  holding  up  well  at  a  time  when  it  usually  shows  a  sharp 
falling  off,  so  that  it  is  now  coming  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  main 
supports  of  the  market. 

The  New  Yoi'k  harbor  trade,  on  the  other  hand,  is  light,  a  consid¬ 
erable  irortion  of  stocks  acquired  earlier  still  remaining  unshipped. 
The  demand  from  New  England  points  has  also  slackened.  Steatn 
grades  are  in  poor  demand,  with  the  exception  of  pea,  in  which  there 
is  a  fair  trade.  The  supply  of  the  less-skilled  outside  labor  at  the 
mines  has  run  short,  to  an  extent  that  is  causing  delays  in  loading  of 
box-cars,  as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  operation. 

No  Important  Change  in  Eastern  Bituminous  Trade.  ' 

The  condition  of  variability  in  the  sealioard  bituminous  trade 
which  has  existed  for  some  time  still  continues.  It  may  be  described 
as  a  state  of  comparative  quietness  l)roken  by  occasional  bursts  of 
activity.  The  vessel  supply  is  not  plentiful,  so  that  rates  are  firm  and 
somewhat  high  for  the  season,  tliough  higher  rates  are  expected  to 
prevail  later,  a  fact  which  is  undoubtedly  keeping  shipments  some¬ 
what  more  active  than  they  would  otherwise  be.  With  the  market  in  a 
somewhat  precarious  state,  the  breaking  up  of  the  strike  in  the  Clear¬ 
field  district,  and  the  consequently  near  resumption  of  work  in  the 
large  operations  tliere,  leads  many  to  view  the  situation  with  alarm, 
fearing  that  a  period  of  overproduction  is  impending  with  a  conse- 
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quent  demoralization  of  ])rices.  Others  regard  these  fears  as  exag¬ 
gerated,  and  look  for  a  restriction  of  production  sufficient  to  protect 
tlie  market. 

T’he  market  for  the  bituminous  coals  of  western  Pennsylvania 
and  West  Virginia  is  on  a  much  firmer  basis  than  the  seaboard  trade. 
Ileports  fro  f  Pittsburg  are  all  of  good  sales,  of  firm  prices  and  of 
a  promising  outlook  for  the  future  of  the  business,  d'lic  lug  indus¬ 
trial  plants  'f  Western  Pennsylvania  are  run7ring  full  blast,  which 
means  an  iiii.nense  local  eonsum])tion  of  coal  as  fuel.  It  also  means 
a  very  heavy  demand  for  coke,  so  that  the  ovens  are  running  full  time 
and  coke  is  -inging  good  prices. 

Heavy  Movement  to  the  Docks. 

The  gra  oS  of  coal  in  favor  in  the  northwest  are  being  moved  to 
the  lake  por-4;  in  heavy  volume,  in  an  effort  to  make  up  for  the  time 
lost  earlier  il  the  season  on  account  of  strikes.  As  a  result  of  such 
general  activity,  there  has  been  a  demand  upon  the  labor  market  in 
excess  of  the  „u})ply.  Both  in  the  mines  about  Jfittsburg  and  through¬ 
out  Wost  Virginia  there  is  a  scarcity  of  labor  which  is  causing  anxiety 
for  SOI  le  of  t|||C‘  operators.  It  was  thought  that  the  continuanee  of  the 
labor  troubles  in  Ohio  would  cause  an  exodus  across  the  river,  bring¬ 
ing  relief  where  more  men  are  needed,  but  this  has  not  occurred  to 
any  appreciable  extent.  The  same  difficulty  is  also  hampering  the  coke 
producers  to  such  an  extent  that  some  of  them  have  sent  agents  south 
offering  special  inducements  to  men  to  come  to  Connellsville  and  other 
coke  pioducin-  centers.  With  business  brisk  and  the  supply  of  labor 
limited,  priee^are  firm  on  the  pi-eviously  existing  scale  of  prices,  with 
.some  rumors  beginning  to  circulate  of  a  2)iobable  rise  in  the  quotations 
of  the  near  future. 

The  Hocking  district  is  not  yet  out  of  its  difficulties  with  the 
united  mine  w  rkers.  Another  conference  was  held  at  Cleveland  this 
week,  but  with  .he  old  familiar  result,  of  both  sides  standing  pat,  and 
finally  adjourning  without  having  accomplished  anything.  Fven 
where  harmony  was  supposed  to  have  been  reached,  trouble  has  broken 
out  afresh.  By  a  referendum  vote  the  employes  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.  had  ratified  an  agreement  with  the  company  which  was  sup- 
])osed  to  .be  finSl.  But  on  IMonday,  their  first  pay  day,  they  claimed 
that  they  lacked  a  small  fraction  of  what  they  had  expected  to  receive, 
although  they  '  ere  paid  in  strict  accordance  with  the  agreement,  and 
so  refused  to  ^o  to  work  on  Tuesday.  At  this  writing  the  ditficulty 
has  not  yet.b^n  adjusted,  although  it  is  thoutjht  that  the  difference 
in  this  particular  instance  is  too  smalt  to  cause  a  protracted  shut  down. 

The  outcoipe  of  the  present  involved  condition  of  affairs  through¬ 
out  Ohio  can  not  yet  be  jiredicted.  'J’he  mines  are  still  working  and 
lake  shipmcYit^  re  being  pushed,  up  to  the  full  loading  capacity  of 
the  docks.  F?e^ght  rates  up  the  lakes  on  coal  are  so  much  lower  than 
the  eastboun’  nte  on  ore,  and  the  ore  offerings  a're  so  heavy  that  many 
carriers  are  jading  it  more  jirofitable  to  7inload  and  return  empty 
than  to  speml  the  time  waiting  their  turn  at  the  docks  for  a  return 
cargo  of  coal.* 

The  Cinemnati  market  is  reported  as  being  on  the  gain,  both 
as  to  demand  ind  as  to  firmness  of  prices.  Cutting  under  circular 
prices  is  no  loimer  causing  complaint,  and  increased  rates  are  expected 
in  the  near  fufifre.  The  southwest  too  is  in  the  list  of  markets  finding 
the  present  satisfactory  and  looking  for  even  better  things  to  come. 

The  centra'  vest  is  in  a  far  different  state.  The  conditions  which 
have  combined  i  j  demoralize  the  market  for  western  bituminous  coal 
show  no  impro  mient,  but  rather  the  rever.se.  It  is  common  to  hear 
men  wondering  whether  the  market  has  any  bottom  at  all,  as  there 
.seems  to  be  no  limit  to  the  downward  trend  of  prices.  The  underlying 
cause  of  course  is  overproduction,  with  such  an  utter  lack  of  co-opera¬ 
tion  that  there  seems  no  likelihood  of  this  being  checked,  in  which 
case  the  best  hoj  e  is  that  with  the  exhaustion  of  acmimulated  stocks 
and  ultimately  the  apiu’oach  of  cold  weather,  the  time  will  come  when 
demand  will  work  up  to  production,  since  production  refuses  to  accom¬ 
modate  itself  to  demand. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond. 

Chicago,  July  12. 

A  noteworthy  characteristic  of  the  conditions 
which  exist  on  the  Chicago  market  at  the  present 
time  is  the  strongly  marked  contrast  between  the 
view  of  those  whose  trade  is  principally  in  or 
near  the  city  and  that  of  the  men  whose  market 
is  chiefly  outside  the  sphere  of  local  Chicago  in¬ 
fluences.  While  the  latter  do  not  report  con¬ 
ditions  so  flawless  as  to  make  them  unduly  jubi¬ 
lant,  yet  in  comparison  with  the  former  they  are 
eminently  well  satisfied  with  conditions  as  they 
find  them  today.  They  are  by  no  means  bur¬ 
dened  with  rush  orders  for  immediate  delivery 
but,  on  the  contrary,  report  a  quiet  current  mar¬ 
ket.  This  they  attribute  partly  to  the  time  of 
year,  and  partly  to  the  reflex  effect  of  the  glutted 
Chicago  market.  But  in  contract  business  good 
progress  is  being  made.  One  operator,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  states  that  already  seventy-five  per  cent 
of  his  old  contracts  have  been  renewed,  most 
of  them  for  two  years,  or,  to  be  exact,  up  to 
March  thirty-first,  1908.  He  expects  to  close  most 
of  the  other  twenty-five  per  cent,  but  is  not  crowd¬ 
ing  them,  as  they  are  well-disposed  and  are 
gradually  coming  in  of  their  own  accord  as  they 
see  that  the  demoralization  in  Chicago  is  not  ma¬ 
terially  affecting  the  general  western  market.  Nor 
have  these  contracts  been  closed  at  slaughter 
prices.  On  the  contrary,  they  are  on  a  basis  of 
prices  sufficiently  in  advance  of  those  of  last 
year  to  compensate  for  the  advance  in  cost  of 
production  due  to  the  advance  in  wages  under  the 
new  agreement  with  the  mine  workers’  union. 
While  doubtless  better  than  some,  the  instance 
cited  is  by  no  means  an  isolated  case,  but,  as 
stated  above,  reflects  in  greater  or  less  degree  the 
extent  and  character  of  the  business  being  trans¬ 
acted  in  western  bituminous  coals  in  the  major 
part  of  the  territory  dominated  by  them. 

Local  Market  in  Bad  Shape. 

In  dark  contrast  to  this  is  the  condition  pre¬ 
vailing  in  the  distinctively  Chicago  market.  In 
this  city  conditions  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse 
until  prices  are  now  badly  demoralized  and  a 
large  part  of  the  tonnage  is  being  sold  at  a  loss 
as  compared  with  the  actual  cost  of  production. 
Spot  coal  is  not  wanted,  and  the  market  has  been 
flooded  with  car-service  coal.  As  if  this  were 
not  enough,  consignment  coal  has  been  sent  in 
to  jobbers  not  merely  without  having  been  or¬ 
dered,  but  contrary  to  their  express  advice. 

And  yet  the  situation  is  not  a  complex  one. 
It  has  been  well  characterized  by  an  acute  ob¬ 
server,  who  said:  “Efforts  may  be  made  to  as¬ 
cribe  it  to  this  or  that  cause,  but  there  is  only 
one  real  cause,  and  that  is  overproduction.  Coal 
operators  in  the  west  must  face  that  problem,  and 
the  only  way  they  can  solve  it  is  by  adopting  some 
method  by  which  they  can  restrict  the  output  of 
coal  during  July  and  August  to  such  a  tonnage  as 
will  meet  requirements  only.  When  they  have 
eliminated  petty  jealousies  and  can  agree  upon  a 
restrictive  policy,  there  will  be  more  stability,  and 
at  least  they  can  swap  dollars.  Now  they  can 
by  no  means  always  do  the  latter.  Many  cars 
of  coal  have  been  sold  in  the  Chicago  market 
during  the  last  fortnight  at  prices  below  the  cost 
of  production — in  other  words,  the  producers  have 
given  away  money  on  the  eoal  they  have  sold.” 

The  Condition  is  Not  Exceptional. 

Without  the  adoption  of  such  a  restrictive  pol¬ 
icy,  western  mining  conditions  are  such  that  de¬ 
moralized  markets  in  July  and  early  August  are 
almost  assured  and  should  be  expected.  They 
have  come  to  be  a  regular  and  expected  thing, 
from  past  experience,  but  the  present  year,  gives 
an  especially  striking  demonstration  of  the  true 
cause  in  the  fact  that  the  operation  up  to  limit  of 
capacity  during  March  provided  a  supply  of  coal 
sufficient  for  the  consumer’s  needs  during  April, 
May  and  June,  with  the  surplus  then  remaining 
in  stock  piles  still  great  enough  to  cause  trouble  in 
July.  Surely  no  clearer  proof  should  be  needed 
for  the  creation  of  such  a  sentiment  as  would 
readily  crystallize  into  effective  action. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  general 
report  indicates  a  light  volume  of  business  in  all 
the  prominent  western  markets.  Nothing  is  heard 
of  any  cutting  of  prices,  but  none  of  the  shipping 


companies  are  able  to  report  satisfactory  business 
or  a  volume  of  orders  anywhere  near  up  to  rea¬ 
sonable  expectations  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
The  vacation  season  is  now  getting  into  full 
swing  so  that  many  of  the  consumers  who  finan¬ 
cially  would  be  able  to  put  in  their  winter  stock 
of  coal  are  away  from  home;  this  alone  is  suf¬ 
ficient  to  greatly  reduce  the  otherwise  possible 
tonnage.  But  an  abnormally  large  number  of 
those  who  remain  at  home  seem  to  be  deferring 
placing  orders  till  later  in  the  year,  so  that  ex¬ 
treme  dullness  is  the  rule. 

Apathy  in  Anthracite  Business. 

The  whole  west  is  very  apathetic  in  the  matter 
of  taking  in  supplies,  the  disinclination  shown  by 
the  consumers  extending  as  well  to  the  retail 
dealers,  whose  backwardness  is  even  more  ap¬ 
parent  than  that  of  the  consumers,  as  it  is  the 
retail  dealers  who  are  in  more  immediate  com¬ 
munication  with  the  shipping  agents  and  the  pro¬ 
ducing  centers.  The  shipping  agents  are  doing 
a  little  business  from  day  to  day,  but  not  enough 
to  keep  them  busy  or  give  them  any  satisfaction. 

The  suspension  of  work  at  many  of  the  col¬ 
lieries  during  a  part  or  all  of  last  vveek  resulted 
in  a  correspondingly  light  production,  so  that 
temporarily  there  is  not  so  much  coal  for  ship¬ 
ment,  and  this  has  had  its  effect  on  the  amount  of 
anthracite  moving  westward  as  well  as  to  eastern 
distributing  and  consuming  points.  Movement  to 
and  by  the  lake  has  not  been  up  to  expectations, 
and  the  upper  lake  docks  are  not  nearly  as  well 
supplied  as  should  be  the  case  with  a  large  part 
of  the  season  elapsed.  It  is  expected,  however, 
that  from  this  time  on  transportation  by  the  lakes 
will  show  some  increase  at  least,  and  it  must  be 
considerably  larger  if  the  northwest  is  to  receive 
its  normal  supply  by  the  water  route.  The  sus¬ 
tained  demand,  both  at  tidewater  and  interior 
eastern  points  has  thus  far  been  sufficiently  steady 
and  strong  to  give  ready  outlet  for  the  product, 
permitting  a  considerable  ignoring  of  the  western 
conditions  and  markets,  but  with  the  eastern  de¬ 
mand  showing  obvious  signs  of  diminishing,  the 
volumes  of  western  lake  shipments  will  probably 
be  materially  increased  during  the  coming  weeks. 

The  Market  for  Eastern  Bituminous  Coals. 

One  continually  hears  the  continued  firmness  in 
price  of  the  West  Virginia  smokeless  coals  cited 
as  a  bright  and  shining  example  of  what  can  be 
done  in  the  bituminous  field  by  adherence  to  the 
maintain-the-price  policy  of  the  anthracite  opera¬ 
tors.  The  producers  in  the  several  smokeless  coal 
districts  certainly  have  grasped  the  idea,  and 
have  demonstrated  that  they  have  the  requisite 
determination  for  putting  it  into  praetice.  At  the 
same  time  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  doing 
this  they  have  a  relatively  simple  proposition. 
The  producing  field  is  limited  in  area  and  in  the 
number  of  producers;  the  coal  itself  possesses 
qualities  so  distinetive  as  to  give  it  a  corre¬ 
spondingly  distinctive  place  with  consumers;  and, 
finally,  it  has  three  distinct  markets,  namely,  the 
east,  the  western  all-rail  trade,  and  the  lake  trade. 
According  to  the  demand  and  general  trade  con¬ 
ditions,  the  producers  can  shift  from  one  to  an¬ 
other  of  these  markets,  and  hence  have  much  less 
temptation  than  most  of  their  competitors  in  the 
matter  of  attempting  to  stimulate  trade  by  means 
of  cut  prices. 

Smokeless  All-Rail  Trade  Quiet. 

At  present  the  all-rail  western  market  is  quiet, 
it  not  being  the  right  time  of  year  for  heavy 
consumption  of  this  product.  Contract  business 
and  purchases  for  storage  are  also  lighter  than 
is  usual  for  July,  being  due  in  part  to  the  cur¬ 
rent  price  for  run-of-mine  being  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  cents  higher  than  at  this  date  a  year  ago,  lead¬ 
ing  many  buyers  to  hope  that  the  prieg  will  fall 
off.  This  hope,  howeverj  is  probably  futile,  both 
because  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  producers,  and 
because  the  lake  trade  is  so  good  and  so  in¬ 
sistent  as  to  make  the  producers  glad  rather  thp 
otherwise  that  the  all-rail  trade  is  postponing  its 
demands  until  later  in  the  year.  Prices  therefore 
remain  unchanged  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine,  and  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
mine  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  egg  and  lump. 

Much  of  what  has  been  said  regarding  the 
smokeless  coals  could  be  repeated  regarding  the 


high  grade  West  Virginia  splint  coals.  The  bulk 
of  the  output  is  moving  to  the  lake  ports  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  the  northwest,  and  the  trade  is  heavy, 
one  company  at  least  being  completely  sold  up 
to  December  first.  In  the  local  market  no  change 
of  importance  has  occurred.  Sales  are  few  and 
small,  but  prices  are  firm  at  $1.05  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 
$2.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine,  and  $1.35@ 
1.45  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.25(a;3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  inch-and-one-half  lump. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  still  in  light  demand  in 
the  Chicago  market,  but  shipments  this  week 
have  been  more  in  keeping  with  the  demand, 
making  prices  somewhat  firmer  than  a  week  ago, 
three-quarter  inch  being  quoted  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
mine,  or  $3  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  Fairmont  coal 
conditions  and  prices  remain  practically  un¬ 
changed  from  those  previously  given. 

Hocking  is  in  very  light  demand  in  this  mar¬ 
ket,  with  shipments  none  too  heavy  to  supply 
what  is  needed.  Lake  shipments  are  far  behind 
normal,  and  with  the  labor  difficulties  still  un¬ 
settled  every  effort  is  being  put  forth  to  move 
the  largest  possible  tonnage  to  the  docks.  Circu¬ 
lar  prices  therefore  are  readily  upheld. 

Comparatively  little  Indiana  coal  is  coming  into 
Chicago,  and  that  little  mostly  on  old  contracts. 
Operators  have  full  knowledge  of  conditions  here 
and  are  wisely  withholding  shipments  except  on 
actual  orders.  The  output  is  being  fairly  well 
restricted,  and  is  being  placed  with  trade  suffi¬ 
ciently  remote  from  Chicago  to  get  the  minimum 
of  effect  from  conditions.  The  demand,  however, 
is  reported  as  having  fallen  off  materially  as  a 
result  of  the  overproduction  in  Illinois.  Circular 
prices  are  still  quoted,  but  considerable  cutting  is 
reported  as  being  indulged  in  where  necessary  to 
close  business. 

Chicago  prices  for  western  coals  are  utterly 
demoralized  and  as  changing  as  the  drifted 
sands.  In  Springfield  coal  especially  there  has 
been  a  large  quantity  of  demurrage  coal,  the  con¬ 
stant  sacrifice  of  which  makes  quotations  for  ship¬ 
ment  from  mine  a  mere  form,  so  far  as  city  de¬ 
liveries  are  concerned.  In  addition  to  what  might, 
rather  sardonically  be  called  legitimate  demur¬ 
rage  coal,  sent  from  the  mines  to  their  regular 
agents  or  jobbers,  there  have  been  added  wild¬ 
cat  consignments  forwarded  in  desperation  to  con¬ 
signees  who  had  not  ordered  it  and  did  not  want 
it,  with  instructions  to  “do  as  well  as  you  can 
with  it.” 

Wide  Range  in  Illinois  Coals. 

Under  such  conditions,  Springfield  coal  has  sold 
at  almost  any  price,  the  quotations  showing  a 
wide  range,  and  making  it  difficult  to  definitely 
define  the  market.  Run-of-mine  on  demurrage 
has  been  common  at  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
which  is  equivalent  to  75@85c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
and  some  has  been  reported  as  having  sold  at 
as  low  as  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  equivalent  to  60c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  With  car-service  coal  available 
at  such  figures  there  has  been  little  practical  use 
for  the  quotation  of  90@95c  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 
$1.65 @1.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine 
shipped  from  the  mine  on  orders. 

With  such  demoralization  of  the  open  market, 
contract  business  is  slow  and  difficult,  but  some 
is  reported  as  having  been  closed  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  basis  of  quotations :  Steam  lump,  $1.10@ 
1.15  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.85@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
run-of-mine,  95c@1.00  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.70@1.75 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings,  60 @ 65c  f.  o.  b.  mine 
or  $1.35@1.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Renewals  of  old 
business  on  the  smaller  contracts  is  said  by  some 
to  be  fairly  well  in  hand,  but_  the  larger  con¬ 
tracts  are  much  slower  in  coming  in,  though  a 
few  have  been  signed  during  the  week.  Some 
railroad  business  has  been  transacted  during  the 
week  where  stock  piles  have  been  sufficiently  re¬ 
duced  to  compel  buying. 

The  situation  in  Carterville  coal  is  much  the 
same.  In  movement  to  the  trade  where  suf¬ 
ficiently  remote  from  Chicago  to  be  only  slightly 
affected  by  local  conditions,  fairly  good  prices 
are  maintained  in  most  instances,  and  some 
operators  having  especially  high  grade  coal  insist 
that  they  are  doing  a  good  business  at  really  satis¬ 
factory  prices,  naming  $1.20@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
as  the  figures  for  prepared  sizes.  Carterville  coal 
sent  to  the  Chicago  market  when  not  required 
for  supplying  actual  orders,  has  shared  the  fate 
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of  other  product,  going  to  demurrage  and  selling 
at  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  equivalent  to 
$1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  mine. 


Market 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  July  12. 

There  is  but  little  change  to  note  in  the  coal 
and  coke  market  since  our  letter  of  a  week  ago. 
Prices  remain  firm,  demand  strong,  and  the 
general  outlook  is  encouraging.  There  is  always 
“something  doing”  in  the  Pittsburg  district. 
The  atmosphere  in  and  around  this  city  tends 
to  keep  everybody  on  the  alert. 

Two  new  local  strikes  have  occurred  since 
our  last  report.  One  case  of  dissatisfaction  has 
been  settled ;  in  this  case  over  700  men  were 
involved,  and  the  strike  lasted  barely  two  days. 
One  other  strike  that  was  on  last  week  has 
developed  into  a  more  serious  affair.  The  Pitts¬ 
burg  Plate  Glass  Co.  mine  their  own  coal;  four 
mines  are  operated;  the  men  were  particularly 
stubborn,  and  made  demands  to  which  the  glass 
company  could  not  and  would  not  give  considera¬ 
tion.  The  usual  result  followed ;  the  men  struck 
and  went  out.  The  company,  after  waiting  a 
reasonable  time,  enforced  the  demands  made 
by  them  in  their  leases  made  with  the  men  re¬ 
garding  their  houses ;  as  a  result  a  number  of  evic¬ 
tions  followed,  and  as  a  consequence  of  the  whole 
matter  the  company  are  determined  and  the  men 
are  belligerent;  the  aid  of  outside  help  has  been 
called  in,  and  the  town,  Creighton,  on  the  West¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  railroad,  is  virtually  in  a 
state  of  seige. 

The  labor  problem  is  a  vital  one  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  today.  On  all  sides  the  same  re¬ 
port  comes  to  the  front,  that  of  labor  shortage. 
Various  explanations  are  made  of  the  cause  of 
the  shortage  of  laborers;  the  one  result  remains 
that  both  coal  operator  and  coke  manufacturer 
are  short  of  men.  The  causes  may  be  various, 
but  the  fact  is  obtrusive.  A  conservative  esti¬ 
mate  is  made  by  competent  judges  that  at  the 
present  time  from  10,000  to  20,000  extra  labor¬ 
ers  could  be  put  to  work  in  the  territory  within 
forty  miles  of  Pittsburg.  This  shortage  applies 
not  only  to  men  employed  at  coal  mines  and 
coke  works,  but  is  also  applicable  to  all  indus-^ 
trial  plants. 

The  general  outlook  for  the  coal  business  is 
good.  Prices  are  satisfactory,  the  demand  is 
increasing,  and  shipments  have  grown  each  week 
for  some  months  past.  An  air  of  prosperity 
pervades  the  general  offices  of  the  old  established 
coal  companies,  and  a  fresh  and  inspiring  vigor 
is  noticed  in  the  headquarters  of  a  number  of 
new  concerns  that  have  recently  started  up. 

Promising  Conditions  of  Coke  Trade. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  coke  industry  has 
there  been  such  enterprise  as  is  shown  by  all 
concerns  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  coke. 
The  semi-annual  report  of  the  coke  trade,  as 
shown  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  The  Black 
Diamond,  gives  figures  that  are  highly  gratify¬ 
ing  to  all  interested  in  the  coke  business.  In 
addition  to  these  reports  coming  from  present 
operators  there  are  a  large  number  of  new  en¬ 
terprises  in  the  coke  line  that  have  been  re¬ 
cently  started,  and  others  that  are  contemplated, 
that  are  encouraging,  and  that  point  toward  a 
heavy  increase  in  the  coke  industry. 

Regarding  market  prices  for  coal  there  is  but 
little  change  to  note  from  those  given  last  week. 
Run-of-mine  coal  is  stationary  at  $1.10  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Lump  is  selling  for  from  $1.25 
to  $1.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  the  same 
prices  as  were  quoted  last  week.  There  is  no 
change  in  three-fourths  inch  coal,  which  has 
remained  the  same  for  some  weeks,  viz.,  $1.20 
to  $1.30  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Slack  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  one  important  factor  in  the  coal 
market  here;  prices  are  strong  at  from  80c  and 
85c  to  $1.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  slack 
the  demand  is  heavy  and  the  supply  keeps  busy 
in  meeting  the  demand.  On  all  other  grades 
the  supply  and  demand  are  about  equal. 

The  coke  market,  as  already  stated,  is  in  good 
condition.  Prices  are  steadily  rising  and  the 


Northern  Illinois  product  has  suffered  the  least 
from  the  demoralization  in  Chicago,  because  it 
sends  relatively  the  smallest  proportion  of  its  pro¬ 


demand  is  increasing.  Furnace  coke  is  selling 
for  from  $2.60  to  $2.75  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens,  which  is  somewhat  higher  than  ruling 
prices  of  one  week  ago.  Foundry  coke  is  strong, 
but  no  change  has  occurred  in  prices,  $2.80  to 
$3.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  is  the  ruling 
figures  for  the  week.  Very  interesting  and  en¬ 
couraging  comment  is  made  regarding  the  coke 
trade  in  another  column  of  this  issue  of  The 
Black  Diamond. 

Cars  for  coke  shipments  have  been  plentiful, 
and  fairly  so  for  coal  consignments.  The  car 
shortage  has  assumed  a  more  encouraging  shape, 
and  the  hue  and  cry  for  “more  cars”  has  almost 
ceased. 

There  have  been  no  shipments  of  coal  by  river 
for  some  days  past,  and  the  outlook  is  that  there 
will  not  be  any  coal  forwarded  by  the  water 
route  for  some  time.  Stocks  are  heavy  in  the 
harbor  and  are  being  added  to  every  day. 

The  prices  for  coal  and  coke  for  domestic  use 
remain  unchanged  from  previous  quotations. 

To  sum  up  the  general  situation  in  Pittsburg, 
the  coal  and  coke  trade  is  good;  for  the  past 
week  it  has  more  than  equaled  the  week  pre¬ 
vious,  and  the  outlook  points  toward  a  largely 
increased  trade. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Z.  F.  Robertson,  purchasing  agent  for  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Pittsburg  during  the  week 
on  business  connected  with  the  company. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Boynton,  the  genial  coal  operator 
of  Pittsburg,  is  making  an  extended  tour  through 
the  west  in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

W.  K.  Richards,  president  of  the  Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  left  the  city  today  for  an  extended 
business  trip  to  western  and  northwestern  points. 

Mr.  William  Witherow,  for  many  years  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Hotel  Duquesne  at  Pittsburg,  has 
sold  out  his  interest  in  the  hotel  and  will  engage 
in  the  coal  business.  Mr.  Witherow  owns  a  con¬ 
trolling  interest  in  20,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in 
West  Virginia  which  he  proposes  to  develop. 

The  Wabash  Railway  Co.  has  begun  operating 
the  Cross  Creek  railroad,  a  six-mile  coal  road 
built  by  the  Washington  County  Coal  Co.  from 
Avella,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Wabash.  Al¬ 
though  the  principal  traffic  is  in  coal,  a  passenger 
and  freight  service  will  be  installed. 

The  Bessemer  Contracting  and  Ballast  Co.,  of 
McKeesport,  has  been  awarded  a  contract  for  the 
erection  of  100  coke  ovens  at  Millsboro,  West¬ 
moreland  county.  Pa.,  for  the  Bessemer  Coke 
Co.  An  additional  block  of  100  ovens  will  be 
built  as  soon  as  the  first  contract  is  completed. 

The  report  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  for  the 
second  quarter  of  the  year  will  be  delayed  about 
ten  days  in  order  to  include  the  reports  of  some 
subsidiary  docks  and  selling  companies  in  the 
northwest.  It  is  said  that  the  report  when  it 
appears  will  show  an  encouraging  condition  of 
business. 

Employes  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  are  disposed  to  resist  the  order  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  sell  their  shares  of  coal  company  stocks. 
They  say  the  company  is  infringing  upon  their 
rights  as  citizens.  Some  of  the  men  are  said  to 
be  evading  the  order  by  transferring  the  shares  to 
members  of  their  families. 

The  Aronson  Realty  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  has  sold 
for  the  Crawford  estate  a  tract  of  property  at 
Emlenton,  Pa.,  consisting  of  278  acres,  for 
$27,800.  The  property  is  underlaid  with  coal  and 
fire  clay.  The  company  making  the  purchase  pro¬ 
pose  to  develop  it  and  will  proceed  to  lay  out  a 
mining  town  at  once. 

About  150  men  are  idle  at  the  mines  of  the 
Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Coal  Co.  at  Burgettstown. 
The  operators  wished  to  run  the  mines  on  the  car 
system  which  had  before  been  run  on  the  screen 
system,  and  the  miners  would  not  agree  to  this, 
as  it  would  reduce  their  pay.  The  men  are  quiet 
and  are  disposed  to  wait  until  the  differences  are 
adjusted. 

By  the  filing  of  papers  this  week  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  makes  the  Union  Trust  Co.  trustee  for 


duction  here  at  any  time.  Satisfactory  contract 
business  is  reported,  on  a  basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
mine  for  steam  sizes. 


Field. 

all  the  properties  acquired  during  the  past  two 
years.  The  action  is  taken  at  the  instance  of  the 
trust  company  to  further  secure  the  issue  of 
$25,000,000  first  mortgage,  fifty-year,  five  per  cent 
sinking  fund  gold  bonds,  which  were  issued  two 
years  ago. 

The  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  has  commenced 
the  eviction  of  a  number  of  striking  miners  at 
their  mines  at  Creighton.  It  is  alleged  that  the 
miners  violated  the  conditions  of  their  leases  and 
refused  to  leave  the  houses  when  requested  to 
do  so.  The  ejectments  may  be  resisted  and  de¬ 
tectives  are  on  the  ground  to  protect  the  property 
and  carry  out  the  work. 

The  town  of  Millsboro,  on  the  Monongahela 
river,  near  Brownsville,  is  taking  on  a  decided 
boom  as  a  result  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  ex¬ 
tending  its  Monongahela  division  from  Browns¬ 
ville  to  that  place.  As  a  result  of  this  new  branch 
the  Pennsylvania  will  have  a  much  larger  ton- 
nange  from  that  district,  a  number  of  new  coal 
mines  will  be  opened  up,  and  many  coke  ovens 
will  be  built. 

On  account  of  the  low  water  all  the  down¬ 
river  boats  are  now  tied  up.  However,  consider¬ 
able  work  is  being  done  in  the  local  pools,  both 
in  towing  coal  to  the  mills  and  filling  the  harbor 
with  loaded  boats  and  barges  preparatory  to  a 
rise.  This,  however,  is  not  looked  for  in  the 
immediate  future.  The  rivers  have  fallen  at  all 
points,  with  the  exception  of  Wheeling,  which 
reports  a  slight  rise. 

Information  calculated  to  increase  faith  in  the 
stocks  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  recently 
found  its  way  to  the  public  and  has  been  well  re¬ 
ceived,  although  there  has  been  no  particular 
movement  in  the  securities.  Vice-President 
Woodward  is  quoted  as  saying  that  orders  al¬ 
ready  booked  will  keep  the  mines  in  operation 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  that  prices 
are  higher  than  they  have  been  for  two  years 
previously.  It  is  an  accepted  fact  that  the  finan¬ 
cial  affairs  of  the  company  show  a  marked  and 
steady  improvement. 

With  the  coming  of  dog  days  a  new  element 
is  perplexing  the  iron  and  allied  interests  in 
their  efforts  to  meet  the  extraordinary  demands 
of  consumers — and  that  is  the  scarcity  of  labor. 
It  seems  to  be  a  case  of  too  much  prosperity,  the 
men  being  inclined  to  insist  upon  a  period  of 
rest  and  recreation.  In  the  Connellsville  coke 
region  the  lack  of  hands  has  made  it  impossible 
for  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  to  operate  more 
than  ninety  per  cent  of  its  ovens,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  is  now  forced  to  purchase  more  coke  in  the 
open  market  than  it  has  ever  done  heretofore. 

The  coke  trade  opened  up  the  second  half  of 
the  year  with  a  phenomenal  record  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year  and  a  bright  future  for  the  re¬ 
maining  months.  The  total  variation  in  ship¬ 
ments  during  the  past  six  months  was  a  trifle 
over  17,000  tons,  showing  that  the  trade  for  that 
period  was  steadier  than  ever  before.  The  first 
half  of  the  year  wound  up  with  an  increase  all 
around,  both  production  and  shipments  making 
heavy  gains.  The  past  week’s  production  in  the 
Connellsville  district  is  estimated  at  273,174  tons, 
an  increase  of  1,120  tons  over  the  previous  week. 
The  shipments  from  both  regions  aggregated 
15,042  cars,  to  the  following  points:  Pittsburg 
district,  4,726  cars ;  west  of  Pittsburg,  8,699  cars ; 
Eastern  district,  1,617  cars,  being  a  total  of  15,042 
cars  and  an  increase  of  82  cars.  Estimated 
upon  reports  from  shipping  points,  the  shipments 
amounted  to  357,907  tons,  an  increase  of  2,456 
tons  over  the  week  previous. 

A  large  number  of  laborers  are  in  demand  in 
Pittsburg  and  vicinity.  Many  of  the  large  coal 
and  coke  companies  are  advertising  for  men  and 
the  industrial  plants  are  also  short.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  from  10,000  to  20,000  additional  la¬ 
borers  could  be  put  to  work  in  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  at  once.  Many  interests  are  suffering 
acutely,  despite  the  fact  that  better  wages  and 
more  liberal  concessions  than  have  ever  before 
prevailed  are  being  freely  offered.  The  only 
satisfactory  explanation  made  for  the  shortage 
of  men  is  that  railroad  and  other  outdoor  con- 
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tractors  arc  in  position  to  offer  waKCS  sufficiently 
attractive  to  induce  laborers  accustomed  to  mine, 
coke  oven  and  steel  furnace  work  to  seek  the  more 
comfortable  employment  during  the  summer 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  July  12. 

The  Cincinnati  market  shows  a  further  im¬ 
provement  this  week.  'I'herc  have  not  been  as 
many  incittirics  for  coal  during  any  vveek  for 
several  months  as  there  have  been  this  week, 
and  a  number  of  the  representative  selling 
agencies  report  that  they  are  now  booking  orders 
for  large  atid  small  amounts  of  coal,  both  for 
immediate  and  future  delivery,  at  prices  that  a 
few  weeks  ago  would  have  looked  more  than 
satisfactory.  This  state  of  affairs  carries  out 
exactly  the  predictions  made  from  time  to  time 
in  The  Black  Diamond,  and  shows  as  clearly 
as  can  be  that  dealers  can  rely  upon  its  reports 
and  save  money  if  they  are  governed  by  them. 
It  was  thought  last  week  by  a  great  many 
mining  concerns  that  the  Fourth  of  July  com¬ 
ing  right  in  the  middle  of  the  week  would  badly 
affect  the  tonnage  of  all  the  producing  districts; 
but  instead  of  the  miners  taking  most  of  the 
week  to  jollify,  they  apparently  paid  little  at¬ 
tention  to  the  Fourth  this  year,  and  instead  of 
the  week  putting  out  a  greatly  lessened  tonnage, 
even  more  coal  than  usual  came  forth.  The 
demand,  however,  was  equal  to  the  supply,  and 
ahead  of  it.  and  conditions  are  now  about  the 
same  as  they  were  a  week  ago,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  there  is  a  generally  firmer  tone  to  the 
market,  with  a  constant  tendency  toward  higher 
prices  for  all  grades  of  coal. 

Nut  and  Slack  in  Strong  Demand. 

4'he  feature  of  the  market  this  week  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  demand  for  nut  and  slack.  While  large 
quantities  of  this  fuel  are  now  being  produced, 
which  is  different  from  conditions  in  the  late 
winter  and  early  spring,  when  the  demand  for 
lump  coal  was  extraordinarily  light  and  the 
quantity  of  nut  and  slack  made  was  correspond¬ 
ingly  light,  the  demand  is  apparently  increas¬ 
ing  with  the  output,  and  the  consumer  who 
has  not  already  contracted  for  his  nut  and  slack 
for  the  remainder  of  the  season  had  better  get 
in  out  of  the  wet  by  buying  now,  even  if  he  has 
to  pay  current  quotations  for  his  fuel.  Nut  and 
slack  is  certainly  in  good  demand.  One  large 
concern  reports  having  made  a  contract  today  to 
sell  8,000  tons  of  nut  and  slack  for  seventy  cents 
at  the  mines.  It  will  take  several  months  to  fill 
the  contract.  The  lowest  current  quotation 
heard  this  week  on  nut  and  slack  was  sixty 
cents  a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  the  range  of 
prices  on  this  grade  of  fuel  goes  to  seventy-five 
cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  A  number  of  con¬ 
cerns  which  produce  a  high  grade  nut  and  slack 
affirm  that  they  are  having  no  trouble  to  sell  their 
output  at  seventy-five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Next  in  importance  to  nut  and  slack  is  lump 
coal.  The  demand  for  lump  is  improving  as 
nicely  as  the  most  sanguine  optimist  could  ask  for. 
One  dollar  and  forty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines 
is  now  the  minimum  price  quoted,  while  a  nuni- 
ber  of  producing  concerns  are  quoting  $1.50  with 
a  few  sales  of  favorite  grades  at  this  price. 
Extra  coarse  lump,  and  coal  of  such  quality 
as  Black  Band  ranges  as  high  as  $2.00  a  ton 
at  the  mines.  Three-quarter  lump,  or  steam 
lump  is  worth  $1.15  and  $1.20  a  ton,  while  run- 
of-mine  is  selling  freely  at  $1.00  to  $1.10.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  all  the  foregoing  refers  to 
splint  and  gas  coal.  In  the  smokeless  market  a 
very  similar  state  of  affairs  exists,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  that  the  demand  for  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  is  probably  a  little  ahead  of  that 
for  splint  coal.  Smokeless  lump  at  $1.50  a  ton 
at  the  mines  is  a  good  thing  to  buy  at  this  time. 
While  it  is  probable  that  there  will  not  be  a 
change  in  this  price  for  several  weeks,  the  dealer 
who  gets  in  his  order  first  will  be  served  first, 
and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  there  will  be 
a  scarcity  of  cars  as  soon  as  the  rush  for  coal 
begins.  Without  exception,  all  the  producing 


months.  Railroad  contractors  have  been  offering 
unusual  wages  to  coal  miners  during  the  present 
season,  realizing  that  their  experience  in  pick 
handling  is  an  imjiortant  factor.  Another  ex¬ 


companies  who  were  asked  regarding  the  car 
supply  this  week  reported  it  excellent  on  all 
roads  entering  Cincimiati.  To  go  back  to  prices, 
J’oeahontas  and  New  River  run-of-mine  is  worth 
$1.25  a  ton  except  for  the  strictly  Cincimiati 
market,  $1.15. 

Ohio  River  Too  Low  for  Shipping. 

'I'here  is  no  change  in  the  river  coal  situa¬ 
tion,  the  river  having  again  fallen  below  a  ship- 
liing  stage  from  all  points.  The  stock  of  river 
coal  afloat  is  neither  very  large  nor  very  small. 
It  is  great  enough,  however,  to  tide  over  the 
river  dealers,  with  what  they  have  in  their 
yards,  to  the  time  when  there  will  be  another 
run  from  headwaters.  Pittsburg  lump  is  quoted 
at  714  cents  a  bushel  of  2,688  cubic  inches,  and 
Kanawha  lump  ranges  from  7  to  71/2  cents  a 
bushel  afloat  in  barges.  Nut  a.nd  slack  ranges 
from  five  to  six  cents  a  bushel  afloat.  An 
average  of  about  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  must 
be  added  to  the  price  of  river  coal  afloat  to  put 
it  on  a  parity  with  rail  coal 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  excellent. 
There  is  probably  not  a  concern  in  the  city 
that  is  not  reasonably  busy  with  orders  for  coal 
for  next  winter’s  use.  This  is  as  it  should  be. 
Deliveries  ca.n  be  made  now  quickly  and 
cheaply,  and  the  buyer  is  sure  that  there  is  no 
ice  and  snow  in  the  coal  that  is  being  dumped 
into  his  cellar.  With  one  important  exception, 
prices  are  unchanged.  One  very  large  concern 
posted  notices  to  the  effect  that  beginning  with 
a  date  now  past,  the  price  of  its  Pocahontas  lump 
and  egg  coal  would  be  $4.00  a  ton  delivered 
in  the  down  town  part  of  the  city,  and  $4.25  a 
ton  on  the  hill  tops  and  distant  suburbs.  That 
other  distributers  of  smokeless  lump  will  follow 
suit  is  a  foregone  conclusion.  Splint  lump  is 
worth  $3.25  a  ton  delivered  to  families,  and 
anthracite  $7.50.  Nut  and  slack  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses  ranges  from  $1.90  to  $2.25  a  ton  delivered 
to  factories  and  such  places. 

Two  long  sessions  were  held  by  the  Ohio  coal 
operators  of  the  Pittsburg  vein  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  miners’  organization,  but  the  con¬ 
ference  was  adjourned  Tuesday  without  an 
agreement  being  reached.  Thomas  'Young, 
president  of  the  operators’  association,  said  the 
conference  was  largely  of  the  same  nature  as 
the  one  held  at  Wheeling  recently,  and  that 
while  no  conclusions  had  been  reached  it  was 
possible  that  negotiations  would  be  renewed  in  a 
few  days.  The  operators  claim  advices  from 
the  Glen  Run  and  other  mines  in  the  southeast¬ 
ern  district,  where  the  strike  holds  out,  that  a 
number  of  the  strikers  returned  to  work  on 
Tuesday. 

All  the  mines  of  the  “stand-pat”  operators  in 
the  Hocking  district  are  idle  again,  the  miners 
having  gone  out  Tuesday.  When  the  miners  re¬ 
ceived  their  statements  Monday  for  the  past  two 
weeks’  work  their  wages  fell  short  a  few  cents 
of  the  1903  scale,  which  they  were  expecting, 
according  to  the  agreement  reached  in  Colum¬ 
bus.  The  operators  are  confident  that  as  soon 
as  the  attention  of  the  miners’  officials  is  called 
to  the  situation  the  men  will  be  ordered  back  to 
work. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Glen  Howell,  of  the  Rich  Mountain  Coal  Co., 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  vis¬ 
itor  during  the  week. 

Richard  Ellison,  of  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co.,  has 
left  for  Round  Pond,  Maine,  on  his  annual  vaca¬ 
tion.  He  will  be  gone  a  month  or  more. 

W.  R.  Ballou,  president  of  the  Phoeni.x-Jellico 
Coal  Co.,  Altamont,  Ky.,  was  here  on  business 
connected  with  his  company  this  week. 

Thomas  R.  Morgan,  general  southern  agent 
of  the  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  is  spend- 


planation  for  the  shortage  of  men  for  mine  and 
oven  work  is  that  many  former  coal  and  coke 
workers  were  frightened  into  returning  to  Europe 
during  the  recent  coal  strikes. 


Cincinnati. 

ing  part  of  the  week  at  his  cannel  mines  in  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  wholesale  sales  of 
the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  reports  that  the  Put-in- 
Bay  convention  this  year  was  not  nearly  as 
lively  as  it  was  last  year. 

The  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.  has  moved  its 
offices  to  a  fine  suite  of  rooms  in  the  new 
Fourth  National  Bank  building,  midway  be¬ 
tween  Vine  and  Walnut  streets. 

Frederick  B.  Raines,  the  popular  manager  of 
the  Cinemnati  office  of  the  War  Eagle  Fuel  Co., 
spent  a  part  of  last  week  at  his  company’s  ex¬ 
tensive  mines  at  War  Eagle,  W.  Va. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.  and  other  big  coal  companies,  is  spending 
the  week  in  Cincinnati.  He  has  been  away  from 
home  so  much  lately  that  it  is  quite  noticeable 
when  he  is  here. 

Charles  E.  Hall,  formerly  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Wallsend,  Ky.,  is  in  Cincinnati  this  week.  It 
is  reported  that  Mr.  Hall  contemplates  locating 
permanently  in  the  Queen  City,  and  that  he  will 
engage  in  a  coal  brokerage  business. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  general  manager  of  the  new 
Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  has  been  out 
on  the  road  for  a  while  in  the  interests  of  his 
new  concern,  and  reports  prospects  very  flatter¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Wheeler  has  made  scores  of  friends 
since  he  entered  the  coal  business,  and  has  been 
wonderfully  successful  in  working  up  a  demand 
for  a  very  large  tonnage  of  coak 

The  board  of  trustees  of  the  commissioners 
of  waterwarks  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  is  ad¬ 
vertising  for  bids  for  the  construction  of  a  coal 
house,  storehouse,  and  receiving  bins  for  the 
western  pumping  station  of  the  new  waterworks. 
Bids  will  be  opened  .August  tenth,  1906.  The 
new  waterworks  plant  is  rapidly  nearmg  com¬ 
pletion  and  it  is  essential  to  have  a  place  for 
coal  before  the  pumps  can  be  started. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  Girls’  Industrial  Home,  Rath- 
bone,  Ohio,  until  noon,  July  nineteenth,  1906, 
for  its  supply  of  coal  for  the  school  from  the 
first  day  of  August,  1906,  for  one  year.  Bids 
will  be  received  for  lump,  three-quarter  lump, 
run-of-mine,  nut,  and  nut  and  slack.  Dealers 
wishing  to  bid  can  doubtless  get  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  information  from  the  secretar}',  T.  F.  Dye. 
Rathbone.  Ohio.  The  amount  of  coal  required 
is  not  stated. 

Thomas  R.  Morgan,  general  manager  of  the 
Pocahontas  Co.,  and  general  southern  agent  of 
the  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.;  O.  P. 
Curran  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Black  Band  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.;  Kuper  Hood,  manager  of  the  Big 
Hill  Coal  Co. ;  C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  whole¬ 
sale  sales  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co. ;  R.  H.  Bart- 
litt,  secretary  of  the  Darby  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
and  R.  H.  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  were  the  Cincinnatians  who 
attended  the  aimual  convention  of  the  Wholesale 
and  Retail  Coal  Dealers  of  Ohio  at  Put-in-Bay 
last  week.  They  all  report  having  had  a  very 
pleasant  and  profitable  time. 

The  Halmar  Coal  Co.  is  the  very  latest  and 
newest  coal  concern  in  Cincinnati.  This  com¬ 
pany  comes  into  existence  by  Mr.  C.  D.  Martin, 
who  has  been  general  manager  for  George  M. 
Halm  &  Co.,  buying  out  the  entire  interests  of 
Mr.  Halm,  and  incorporating  the  concern  as 
“The  Halmar  Coal  Co.,”  making  a  combination 
of  his  own  name  and  that  of  Mr.  Halm.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  new  company  is  $25,000, 
and  Mr.  Martin  will  be  president  and  general 
manager.  The  company  will  retain  the  old 
offices  of  George  M.  Halm  &  Co.,  on  the  ninth 
floor  of  the  Neave  building.  Many  expressions 
of  good  will  are  heard  for  Mr.  Martin,  who  is 
noted  for  his  energy,  and  who  is  very  popular 
in  the  trade.  He  has  practically  had  charge  of 
the  business  of  Halm  &  Co.  for  two  years  or 
more. 
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The  Hocking  Valley  Coal  Trade. 


Columbus,-  Ohio,  July  \2.— {Special  Corres¬ 
pondence.) — There  is  an  old-time  air  of  activity 
about  the  various  coal  headquarters  here  and  the 
general  feeling  is  one  of  encouragement  over 
the  outlook.  This  is  particularly  true  \vith  the 
big  companies.  The  Sunday  Creek,  which  was 
the  head  and  front  of  the  opposition  against  the 
1903  scale  and  whose  immense  interests  in  the 
Hocking  Valley  remained  in  a  state  of  total  sus¬ 
pension  during  the  strike,  now  has  all  of  its 
mines  in  operation,  both  in  Ohio  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia-  .  , 

The  referendum  vote  taken  by  the  miners  of 
the  valley  on  the  question  of  accepting  the  prop¬ 
osition  of  the  operators  resulted  in  crystallizing 
into  a  permanent  settlement  the  temporary  truce 
that  has  been  in  force  for  several  weeks  past. 
The  terms  of  this  agreement  concede  some 
minor  points  to  the  operators  in  the  way  of 
conditions,  which  amount  to  about  one  per  cent 
reduction  under  the  1903  scale.  Owing  to  a 
misunderstanding  of  this  fact  the  miners  at  a 
number  of  points  in  the  valley  went  out  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week,  when  they  received  their 
first  pay,  but  this  was  but  a  temporary  hitch,  as 
they  are  bound  by  the  decision  reached  in  their 
referendum. 

Lake  Business  is  Heavy. 

The  movement  of  coal  lakeward  is  very  heavy, 
and  already  there  is  reported  a  car  shortage  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  While  not  serious 
enough  yet  to  prove  a  handicap  it  is  regarded 
as  ominous  of  trouble  in  this  direction  in  the 
near  future.  Of  more  serious  consequence  just 
at  present  is  the  scarcity  of  vessels  in  the  lake 
carrying  trade.  The  ore  trade  is  so  active  that 
many  of  the  big  boats  go  up  light  rather  than 
wait  their  turn  at  the  docks  for  a  cargo  of  coal. 
This  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  freight  rates 
on  ore  are  seventy-five  cents  per  ton  as  against 
forty  and  forty-five  cents  for  coal. 

There  has  been  a  decided  improvement  within 
the  past  week  in  the  demand  for  domestic  lump 
and  school  coal  is  becoming  quite  active.  The 
former  is  firm  at  $1.50  and  run-of-mine  is  selling 
at  from  $1.05  to  $1.15,  prices  generally  being 
considerably  better  than  at  this  time  last  year. 
In  the  higher  grades  of  West  Virginia  coal  the 
July  schedule  for  War  Eagle  smokeless  quotes 
domestic  lump  at  $1.25  and  $1.50  and  run-of- 
mine  at  $1.10. 

Notes  on  the  Labor  Situation. 

The  wholesale  resumption  of  mining  has  in 
some  instances  unfavorably  affected  small  op¬ 
erators  and  jobbers  who  had  coal  throughout 
the  suspension  and  were  able  to  find  a  ready 
market  for  it  at  good  prices.  As  a  rule,  how¬ 
ever,  business  is.  good  and  a  number  of  compa- 


K.\nsas  City,  July  12. — -{Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  steam  coal  trade  in  Kansas  City  and 
other  southwestern  markets  is  reported  to  be 
excellent  for  this  season  of  the  year.  The  vol¬ 
ume  of  trade  is  larger  than  it  waS  a  year  ago, 
and  this  is  due  to  two  causes — stocks  of  coal 
were  exhausted  in  the  recent  coal  strike,  and 
the  southwest  continues  to  enjoy  an  era  of  great 
prosperity.  The  demand  for  coal  for  harvesting 
purposes  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  is  large.  The 
demand  for  coal  for  transportation  purposes  is 
very  heavy  and  will  be  largely  increased  when 
the  wheat  crop  begins  to  move  later  this  sum¬ 
mer.  Altogether  the  prospects  seem  to  be  ex¬ 
cellent  for  a  lively  coal  trade  next  fall  and 
winter. 

Light  Demand  for  Domestic  Coal. 

The  domestic  demand  is  very  light  just  at 
present  and  there  is  practically  no  domestic 
coal  on  the  market.  Supplies  will  be  brought  in 
and  the  demand  stimulated  probably  by  a  cut 
in  retail  prices  August  first.  It  is  customary 
every  summer  to  reduce  retail  prices  from 


nies  report  being  behind  with  their  orders.  The 
thin-vein  people  have  been  having  their  innings 
in  joint  conference  at  Zanesville  this  week,  try¬ 
ing  to  get  together  on  differences  peculiar  to 
themselves,  as  a  supplementary  action  to  the 
general  settlement  in  the  Hocking  and  neighbor¬ 
ing  fields.  It  is  believed  that  another  week  will 
see  this  class  of  mines  in  operation  again. 

Little  faith  is  placed  in  the  ability  of  the 
eastern  Ohio  mine  owners  to  secure  men  with 
which  to  operate  under  the  open  shop  plan,  the 
feeling  being  that  they  have  made  a  mistake  in 
not  following  the  basis  of  settlement  reached  by 
John  S.  Winder,  the  representative  of  the 
stand  pat  operators.  That  section  being  the  most 
formidable  competitor  of  the  Hocking  valley, 
the  latter  will  benefit  by  any  trouble  which  may 
exist  there. 

NOTES  PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL. 

John  Carding,  of  the  Carding  Coal  Co.,  has 
returned  from  a  vacation  trip  to  the  northern 
lakes. 

C.  H.  Donahoe,  of  the  Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
is  recuperating  at  Cambridge  Springs,  Pa. 

J.  A.  Rundio,  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Shell  Beach, 
Buckeye  Lake. 

Vice-President  Webh,  of  the  Geo.  M.  Jones 
Coal  Co.,  Toledo,  was  in  Columbus  this  week. 

Elmer  Miller,  formerly  of  the  Turney-Jones 
Co.,  this  city,  but  now  of  the  Powhattan  Coal 
Co..  Toledo,  was  calling  on  old  friends  here  last 
week. 

John  Taylor,  of  the  Taylor-Williams  Coal  Co., 
is  at  his  summer  home  in  the  east. 

The  Middle  States  Coal  Co.,  of  Columbus, 
will  open  150  new  coke  ovens  at  Olmstead,  W. 
Va.,  about  the  middle  of  August. 

On  Saturday,  the  seventh  inst.,  25,000  tons  of 
coal  were  loaded  at  the  Hocking  Valley  docks, 
Toledo,  the  record  so  far  for  this  season. 

Recent  changes  in  the  directory  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.  substitute  two  Columbus  men,  namely, 
Horace  Chapman,  of  the  Chapman  Coal  Co., 
and  William  Hoffman,  of  the  Commercial  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  for  non-resident  members  of  the 
board.  The  retiring  directors  are  Alfred  Hicks, 
of  Pittsburg,  and  C.  W.  Watson,  of  Baltimore. 
The  latter  is  president  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co., 
and  the  fact  that  he  ceases  to  be  officially  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  is  accepted 
to  mean  that  there  is  no  community  of  interests 
between  these  two  big  corporations,  as  has  been 
rumored.  The  office  of  secretary,  heretofore 
claiming  an  eastern  incumbent,  has  been  consol¬ 
idated  with  that  of  treasurer  in  the  person  of 
C.  A.  Suydam,  who  has  been  doing  service  in 
the  latter  capacity.  All  the  other  officers  were 
re-elected. 


twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  to  encourage  the 
storage -of  coal  for  winter  consumption.  The 
coal  bins  of  nearly  every  householder  m  Kansas 
City  became  empty  during  the  strike  and  were 
not  refilled  because  of  the  advent  of  summer. 
This  condition  is  an  encouragement  to  the  retail 
dealers  for  the  fall  and  winter  trade. 

Effect  of  Natural  Gas  on  Market. 

Natural  gas  and  fuel  oil  are  making  a  strong 
effort  to  compete  with  coal  in  the  Kansas  City 
market.  During  the  strike  several  big  manu¬ 
facturing  companies  burned  gas  or  oil  instead  of 
coal  and  inducements  are  being  held  out  to  them 
to  continue  the  use  of  the  substitute  fuels.  The 
.Standard  Oil  Co.  is  back  of  the  oil  business, 
while  the  Kansas  City-Missouri  Gas  Co.  has  a 
large  supply  of  natural  gas  across  the  state  line 
from  Kansas  City.  The  company  is  selling 
natural  gas  in  large  quantities  at  eight  cents  per 
thousand  cubic  feet,  and  at  that  price  contends 
that  it  is  more  economical  than  slack  coal  at 
$1.35  a  ton.  Several  of  the  packers  and  other 
big  manufacturing  plants  are  burning  natural 


gas,  and  unless  there  is  a  new  reduction  in  the 
freight  rate  on  slack  coal  they  may  continue  to 
burn  gas.  'I'he  operators  deny  that  they  have 
been  affected  much  by  the  use  of  oil  and  gas, 
but  there  is  no  longer  any  doubt  that  oil  and 
gas  arc  a  serious  menace  to  the  coal  trade  in 
the  southwest. 

'Fhe  steam  users  fix  the  value,  to  them,  of  gas 
at  from  seven  to  eight  cents  per  thousand  feet 
as  compared  with  the  present  prices  of  oil  and 
coal.  There  is  every  reason  for  believing  that 
the  gas  company  intends  to  hold  the  business 
at  the  packing  houses  and  it  may  make  a  rate 
as  low  as  seven  cents  a  thousand  to  do  it.  Such 
a  rate  would  probably  apply  only  to  those  con¬ 
sumers  who  use  ten  million  feet  per  month  and 
upward,  as  the  fight  promises  to  be  for  big  con¬ 
tracts. 

The  soft  coal  that  is  the  main  competitor  is  a 
commodity  subject  to  some  fluctuation.  The 
coal  dealer  figures  on  making  lump  coal  pay 
nearly  all  of  his  expense  of  mining.  Slack  can 
only  be  used  for  steam  purposes  and  the  operator 
does  not  expect  to  get  much  out  of  it.  He  pays 
sixty  cents  a  ton  to  the  railroad  for  hauling  it 
and  gets  what  he  can  above  that  amount  out 
of  his  coal.  If  oil  and  gas  destroy  the  market 
in  Kansas  City  slack  coal  won’t  be  worth  much 
more  than  its  freight  anywhere  in  this  district. 

The  contract  for  the  coal  for  Kansas  City 
at  the  waterworks  has  been  let  to  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  for  $1.35  a  ton  for  -slack  coal. 
This  is  ten  cents  lower  than  the  price  last  year. 
A  few  years  ago  the  city  paid  $2.50  for  slack 
coal.  There  were  four  bidders  for  the  contract 
just  awarded.  The  city  uses  about  fifty  tons 
daily. 

The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Clevelanp,  Ohio,  July  12. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  eastern  Ohio  operators  and  a 
committee  of  miners  adjourned  Tuesday  evening, 
after  several  sessions,  without  reaching  any  con¬ 
clusion.  Thus  the  second  attempt  to  settle  the 
mining  price  in  that  district  has  come  to  naught. 
The  miners,  it  seems,  held  out  for  the  full  1903 
prices  and  conditions,  while  they  were  assured 
by  the  operators  that  they  could  agree  only  to 
what  had  been  offered  before.  The  meeting  was 
more  in  the  nature  of  a  review  of  conditions  sur¬ 
rounding  the  work  than  otherwise.  Operators 
say  that  it  is  possible  that  another  meeting  will 
be  called  within  a  short  time,  because  they  feel 
that  the  men  will  want  to  go  to  work  on  some 
terms  rather  than  to  stay  out  until  the  business 
all  goes  to  .some  other  district.  The  supplies  that 
can  be  purchased  with  the  money  received  from 
the  organization  do  not  make  e.xceptionally  plenti¬ 
ful  repasts,  either,  and  this  is  telling  on  the  pa¬ 
tience.  President  William  Green,  of  the  state 
organization,  and  Vice-President  Thomas  Lewis, 
of  the  national  organization,  were  two  members 
of  the  miners’  committee  who  visited  this  city. 

This  meeting  was  not  unlike  the  meeting  held 
at  Wheeling  some’  time  ago,  so  far  as  the  work 
was  concerned.  The  members  of  the  committee 
were  delegated  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
miners  and  they  would  not  vary  from  the  instruc¬ 
tions  that  had  been  given  them. 

Views  As  to  Outcome  Vary. 

Some  days  ago  it  was  predicted  that  a  settle¬ 
ment  would  be  reached  within  a  short  time  or 
work  would  be  resumed  any  way  upon  some 
terms.  It  was  argued  by  some  that  several  of 
the  operators  could  not  be  held  much  longer  and 
would  sign  the  old  scale,  while  others  said  that 
the  miners  were  growing  so  tired  of  idleness 
that  they  would  not  stand  the  suspension  any 
longer.  Both  seem  to  be  standing  out  pretty 
well,  if  the  meeting  is  any  evidence. 

About  100  union  miners  went  to  work  at  the 
Provident  mine  of  Pickands.  Mather  &  Co.,  near 
St.  Clairsville,  a  few  days  ago.  but  the  daily  press 
reports  indicate  that  the  men  had  a  misunder¬ 
standing  and  are  talking  of  going  out  again. 
Just  what  they  could  have  understood  wrongly  is 
hard  to  tell,  as  they  certainly  have  been  out  long 
enough  to  have  a  clear  idea  of  what  the  op¬ 
erators  are  demanding  and  what  they  were  to  do 
if  they  go  back. 

The  miners  employed  by  C.  W.  Troll  m  the 
same  section  of  the  country  were  dismissed  a  few 
days  ago,  and  it  is  not  known  now  when  they 
will  be  called.  'Ihe  miners  had  been  receiving 
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the  1903  wages  and  working  under  the  conditions 
of  that  agreement.  The  reason  given  for  ceasing 
operations  was  that  no  money  was  being  made 
tlist  r&tc 

Several  arrests  have  been  made  as  a  result  of 
the  shooting  affray  at  the  mines  of  the  United 
States  Coal  Co.  some  time  ago.  While  the  guards 
have  been  blamed  for  causing  this  trouble,  it  is 
believed  that  the  miners  had  been  doing  all  they 
could  to  aggravate  them  into  going  beyond  the 
point  of  reason.  Capt.  R.  W.  Talbott,  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  guards,  is  one  of  those  under 
arrest  I'he  guards  have  since  been  replaced  by 
deputy  sheriffs,  and  the  Bradley  mine  has  been 

closed.  ,  .  , 

The  joint  meeting  of  operators  and  miners  ot 
the  Massillon  district  has  adjourned  and  the  work 
of  making  a  settlement  has  been  left  m  the  hands 
of  a  committee  consisting  of  six  operators  and 
the  same  number  of  miners.  This  committee  will 
meet  Thursday  to  take  the  matter  up.  1  here  is 
a  general  belief  that  the  troubles  m  this  district 
will  be  more  easily  settled  than  those  of  the  other 
portions  of  the  state. 

The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  July  12.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.')— dealers  in  this  city  are  antici¬ 
pating  a  lively  bituminous  trade  within  the  next 
six  weeks,  and  apparently  with  some  good  rea.- 
son.  Reports  from  Cleveland  continue  to  tell 
of  steady  demand  for  coal  tonnage  and  all  the 
leading  companies  that  have  agencies  in  this 
city  arc  shipping  their  output  up  the  lakes  at 
the  rate  of  one  hundred  to  five  hundred  cars  a 
day  In  fact,  were  it  not  for  the  tremendous 
demand  from  lake  ports  it  is  the  general  opinion 
that  the  bottom  would  drop  out  of  the  market. 
But  prices  are  as  firm  as  ever,  and,  though  the 
Detroit  business  is  practically  at  a  standstill, 
and  consumers  are  stubbornly  holding  off,  ship- 
pers  have  become  convinced  that  the  stock  piles 
which  were  heaped  so  high  last  March  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  a  long  continued  strike  can  not  last 
much  longer.  ^  , 

“I  expect,”  said  a  prominent  coal  man,  to 
see  within  a  short  time  something  bordering  on 
a  coal  famine.  If  every  mine  in  the  country  is 
working  to  the  limit  it  will  not  be  able  to  supply 
the  demand  in  August  and  September  with  its 
limited  supply  of  cars._  For  I  expect  the  car 
shortage  will  begin  earlier  than  usual  this  year.^ 
However,  in  spite  of  the  dullness  locally,  busi¬ 
ness  elsewhere  throughout  the  territory  _  tribu¬ 
tary  to  Detroit  is  fairly  good.  The  Fairmont 
and  Consolidation  Coal  companies  have  put  their 
men  on  the  road  again  and  there  is  considerable 
demand  for  domestic  spot.  Contracts,  too,  are 
being  signed  a  little  faster  than  they  were  a 
week  ago.  In  fact,  taking  it  as  a  whole,  there 
is  not  much  reason  for  gloom. 

The  Michigan  Farm  Products  Shippers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  now  in  session  at  Jackson,  has  taken  up 
the  question  of  car  supply,  a  matter  of  much 
interest  to  coal  men  of  this  city.  The  associa¬ 
tion  has  gone  on  record  as  opposed  to  what  it 
calls  an  imposition  on  the  part  of  the  railroads, 
which  charge  them  one  dollar  a  day  demurrage, 
while  the  shippers  have  no  remedy  when  the 
railroads  fail  to  furnish  cars  when  called  for. 
Substituting  the  word  “full”  for  “empty,”  _  the 
same  line  of  reasoning  might  apply  to  the  situa¬ 
tion  right  here  in  Detroit. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  the  dullness  is  even 
more  pronounced.  The  retail  business  is  very 
dull.  Everybody  is  away  on  a  vacation — that  is, 
everybody  who  can  get  away — and,  though  the 
price  will  go  from  $7.25  to  $7.50  on  September 
first,  very  little  coal  is  likely  to  be  sold  before 
that  date. 

Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  June  thirtieth  amounted  to  23,366 
tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of  3,122,149 
tons,  as  compared  with  4,368,893  tons  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease  of  1,- 
246,744  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
nothing,  leaving  a  total  this  year  of  37,787  tons, 
as  compared  with  50,881  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year  of 
12,094  tons. 


West  Virginia  Mining  News. 

Wheemng,  W.  Va.,  July  12. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  strained  situation  in  the 
coke  shipping  business  in  the  Norfolk  and  West¬ 
ern  field.  It  had  its  first  outcropping  in  the  con¬ 
ference  relative  to  changing  the  manner  of  dis¬ 
tribution  of  cars  at  the  mines,  and  it  is  again  to 
the  front  through  the  formation  of  a  new  ship¬ 
ping  agency  at  Bluefield. 

The  railroad  for  some  time  has  had  in  mind 
the  changing  of  the  car  service.  The  shippers  held 
a  conference  and  by  a  decided  majority  voted 
against  a  change  to  a  production  basis,  as 
clamored  for  by  other  operators.  Now  the  rail¬ 
road  has  started  to  rectify  a  custom  of  early 
morning  delivery  of  cars,  known  as  arbitraries. 
After  these  arbitraries  are  allotted,  there  is  an¬ 
other  distribution  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of 
ovens.  It  has  been  claimed  that  certain  plants 
were  allowed  to  share  proportionately  in  cars  on 
an  oven  basis,  notwithstanding^  that  they  first  got 
an  undue  number  of  arbitraries.  _  The  point  at 
issue  is  best  understood  when  it  is  known  that 
only  some  got  the  arbitraries. 

The  Pocahontas  Collieries  Co,  has  secured  a 
temporary  injunction  to  restrain  a  change  from 
the  existing  order,  while  the  Powhatan  Co.  has 
entered  suit  to  compel  the  railroad  to  change  from 
an  oven  basis  to  a  basis  of  tonnage  production. 
With  two  diverse  elements  besieging  the  railroad, 
it  certainly  is  having  its  troubles. 

Still  another  injunction  has  been  applied  for  to 
restrain  the  Producers  Coke  Co.,  the  new  coke 
shipping  agency  operated  by  the  Tierney  and 
Crozier  interests,  from  handling  the  product  of 
collieries  allied  with  the  Pocahontas  Coke  Co. 
The  organization  of  the  new  coke  agency  was 
mentioned  in  The  Black  Diamond  of  last  week, 
and  its  organization  has  been  followed  by  spirited 
rivalry  for  business.  At  present  the  conditions 
are  chaotic  and  the  maze  of  injunctions  will  have 
to  be  threaded  before  the  coke  trade  in  the  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Western  region  is  clarified.  The  muddle 
affects  particularly  the  so-called  independent  com¬ 
panies,  however. 

Notwithstanding  a  depression  in  May  in  the 
Kanawha  region,  statistics  just  at  hand  show 
that  about  432,000  tons  of  coal  were  shipped  out 
of  that  district  over  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  road 
alone.  The  coke  tonnage  amounted  to  6,180  tons. 
This  output  does  not  take  in  the  shipments  over 
the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  railroad,  but  for  most 
of  that  month  the  Sunday  Creek  strike  tied  up  a 
dozen  mines  on  this  road.  The  June  tonnage 
should  show  a  large  increase. 

Serious  Shortage  of  Labor. 

It  is  said  that  every  mine  in  the  New  district 
is  short  of  its  full  force  of  labor.  This  is  doubt¬ 
less  the  case,  for  a  similar  condition  prevails  in 
the  Fairmont  region.  Considering  the  strike  in 
Ohio,  an  exodus  of  striking  miners  would  seem 
logical,  but  the  results  do  not  show  that  any  out¬ 
side  help  has  come  into  West  Virginia.  If  the 
tonnage  from  the  West  Virginia  field  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  months  shows  a  decrease  over  a  correspond¬ 
ing  period  last  year,  it  can  be  set  down  accurately 
to  the  labor  problem.  Last  year  the  prevailing 
tenor  of  complaint  was  of  insufficient  car  facilities, 
while  it  is  centered  now  on  the  demand  for  more 
miners.  Several  coal  companies  have  been  adver¬ 
tising  for  skilled  men  for  weeks  without  effective 
results,  and  a  number  of  operators  in  the  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  districts  have  encouraged 
the  importation  of  green  foreigners. 

Shipments  this  week,  especially  from  the  New 
River  district,  were  light  because  the  Fourth  of 
July  celebrations  were  protracted.  In  Raleigh 
and  Fayette  counties  the  mines  were  closed  down 
from  Tuesday  to  the  following  Monday  to  give 
the  miners  a  full  opportunity  to  celebrate.  This 
policy  was  decided  on  because  it  was  felt  that 
the  class  of  labor  employed  would  take  a  whole 
week  for  it,  anyway. 

NOTES  GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL. 

Development  will  begin  in  a  few  weeks  on  a 
mine  for  the  Jenny  Gap  Coal  Co.  in  Raleigh 
county.  The  persons  interested  include  J.  B. 
Lewis  and  other  operators  of  that  section.  The 
mine  will  be  on  the  Deepwater  and  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroads. 

An  injunction  has  been  asked  for  against  the 
Wright  Coal  Co.  to  restrain  it  from  selling^  its 
output  through  any  agency  except  the  New  River 


Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  This  is  another 
chapter  in  a  series  that  began  when  the  Witten¬ 
berg  interests  acquired  several  large  producing 
mines  in  that  field. 

A  threatened  strike  of  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co. 
at  Tunnelton,  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio’s  main 
line,  was  settled  by  the  company  agreeing  to  pay 
the  old  scale.  The  strike  cloud  was  raised  when 
the  company  asked  the  men  to  accept  a  reduction. 
It  was  purely  local  in  its  nature. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  created  by  the 
announcement  that  the  interstate  commerce  com¬ 
mission  will  be  asked  to  investigate  the  action 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  roads  in  giving  certain  eastern  consumers  an 
alleged  advantage  in  freight  rates  of  from  fifteen 
to  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  West  Virginia  coal 
shipments.  The  matter  was  preciptated  by  the 
announced  policy  to  encourage  manufacturing  at 
Newport  News  by  offering  cheaper  fuel  attrac¬ 
tions.  Dealers  who  do  not  share  in  the  reduced 
rates  will  make  the  protest. 

The  Fairmont  Mining  Machinery  Co.,  which 
is  now  putting  three  kinds  of  hox  car  loaders  on 
the  market,  after  plans  by  Geo.  T.  Watson,  the 
general  manager,  report  a  big  demand  from  the 
west.  The  concern  was  reorganized  about  four 
months  ago  and  is  acquiring  business  rapidly. 

F.  P.  Jones,  a  Wheeling  operator,  has  secured 
a  half  interest  in  the  Lewis  Coal  Co.  at  Rayland, 
Ohio,  from  Pittsburg  parties. 


Settlement  in  Clearfield  District 

The  result  of  the  recent  negotiations  be¬ 
tween  the  operators  of  the  Central  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  region  and  the  United  Mine  Workers 
officials  of  that  district,  also  including  Secre¬ 
tary-Treasurer  Wilson,  was  an  agreement  to 
the  effect  that  the  following  scale  would  be 
presented  on  Thursday  of  this  week  to  the 
scale  committee  with  the  recommendation  that 
it  be  adopted.  This  statement  was  made  by 
Air.  Wilson,  including  one  or  two  additional 
features,  and  the  operators  of  the  association 
agreed  to  accept  the  proposition.  ^  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  scale  committee  will  endorse 
the  action  of  its  officials,  in  which  event,  there 
will  be  a  joint  conference  between  the  opera¬ 
tors  and  miners’  scale  commitee  on  Friday,  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  With  this  accomplished,  the 
men  are  expected  to  return  to  work  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  next  week. 

The  agreement  says: 

First — Whereas,  notice  dated  April  twenty- 
eight,  1906,  to  all  employes  was  posted  by  the 
operators  covering  a  scale  of  wages  to  be  paid 
at  all  mines  until  the  thirty-first  of  Alarch, 
1907,  the  copy  of  same  attached  hereto,  shall 
be  made  a  part  of  this  agreement,  as  follows: 

On  and  after  this  date,  and  until  the  thirty-first 
of  March,  1907,  the  following  scale  of  wages  and 
conditions  of  employment  will  be  in  force  at  this 
colliery: 

First — Pick  mining,  per  gross  ton,  66c;  pick 
mining,  per  net  ton,  58.85c. 

Machine  loading  shall  be  five-ninths  of  the  pick 
price  plus  one-half  cent,  and  cutting  and  scrap¬ 
ing,  whether  by  the  ton,  day  or  task,  will  be  ad¬ 
vanced  6  45-100  per  cent  above  the  price  paid  in 
1905. 

All  other  day  wages  and  monthly  men,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  mines,  and  all  dead  work 
and  yardage  shall  be  advanced  5.85  per  cent  above 
the  rates  paid  during  the  scale  j-ear  ending  March 
thirty-first,  1906,  excepting  all  mechanics  and 
skilled  labor,  who  are  to  be  paid  such  prices  as 
shall  be  mutually  agreed  upon  between  the  under¬ 
signed  and  the  mechanic  employed. 

Coke  men  to  receive  an  advance  of  5.85  per  cent 
over  the  rates  paid  during  the  scale  year  of  1905. 

Second — Eight  hours  of  actual  work  at  place 
of  work  shall  constitute  a  day’s  work  for  all 
labor  inside  the  mines,  except  pump  men  and 
monthly  men,  who  shall  work  the  number  of  hours 
required.  It  is  understood  and  agreed,  however, 
that  the  trip  riders,  motormen,  drivers  and  cagers 
shall  work  the  extra  time  required  to  clean  up 
and  deliver  outside  all  coal  gathered  from  work¬ 
ing  places  to  the  side  tracks  within  the  eight  hours 
of  actual  work,  and  shall  be  paid  for  such  extra 
time  worked  at  the  rates  per  hour  herein  agreed 
upon.  All  outside  labor  to  work  the  number  of 
hours  required  and  to  be  paid  as  per  rates  specified. 

Third — There  is  to  be  no  change  in  working 
conditions  under  this  scale,  from  such  conditions 
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as  have  applied  at  this  mine  and  have  been  in  prac¬ 
tice  thereat  during  the  scale  year  ending  March 
thirty-first,  1906. 

Second— Any  regularly  employed  miner,  may, 
at  his  option  authorize  deductions  from  coal 
mined  for  use  of  check  weighman’s  fund. 
There  shall  be  no  collection  from  day  labor 
by  the  companies,  either  from  men  working  in 
mines  or  outside. 

Third — The  right  to  hire  and  discharge,  the 
management  of  the  mine,  and  the  direction  of 
the  working  force,  are  vested  exclusively  in 
the  operator,  and  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  shall  not  abridge  that  right.  It  is 
not  the  intention  of  this  provision  to  encour¬ 
age  the  discharge  of  employes,  or  the  refusal 
of  employment  to  applicants  because  of  per¬ 
sonal  prejudice  or  activity  in  matters  affecting 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 

Fourth — Should  differences  arise  under  this 
agreement,  between  the  employers  and  em¬ 
ployes,  touching  the  proper  interpretation  of 
any  of  its  provisions,  there  shall  be  no  suspen¬ 
sion  of  work  on  account  thereof,  but  an 
earnest  effort  to  settle  such  differences  shall  be 
made,  first  through  the  local  management  of 
the  mine  and  the  mine  committee,  and  failing 
in  this,  the  matter  shall,  second,  be  presented 
to  the  general  manager  or  owner  and  the  dis¬ 
trict  officers  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  and  if  settlement  is  not  reached  with 
said  general  manager  or  owner  and  district 
officers  the  question  shall  then,  third,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  permanent  board  of  arbitrators, 
consisting  of  two  miners,  or  their  representa¬ 
tives,  and  two  operators,  or  their  representa¬ 
tives;  they  jointly  failing  to  agree  shall  ap¬ 
point  an  umpire,  who  shall  be  neither  a  miner 
or  an  operator,  but  whose  decision  shall  be 
final  in  the  interpretation  of  the  question  at 
issue  under  this  agreement. 


Pennsylvania  Directors’  Jtclion 

President  Cassatt,  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
on  July  fifth  sent  out  the  following  notice  to  the 
officers  and  employes  of  the  road : 

The  attention  of  all  offices  and  employes  is 
directed  to  the  following  extract  from  the  pre¬ 
liminary  report  of  the  special  committee  of  the 
board  of  directors,  appointed  May  twenty-third, 
1906,  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  facts  con¬ 
nected  with  the  acquisition  and  ownership  by  any 
officer  or  employe  of  the  company  of  stock,  or 
other  interests,  in  any  other  company  or  associa¬ 
tion,  the  holding  of  which  can  in  any  manner 
affect  the  performance  by  such  officers  or  em¬ 
ployes  of  their  duty  to  this  company,  or  the 
performance  by  the  company  of  its  duty  to  the 
public : 

“Under  the  conditions  of  today,  as  they  have 
been  stated,  it  is  essential  that  all  officers  and 
employes  should  be  absolutely  free  to  discharge 
their  duties  impartially.  Applying  this  principle 
to  the  coal  trade  as  an  illustration,  the  keen 
competition  of  today  requires  evep^  officer  and 
employe  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  to 
part  with  any  investments  which  he  has  in  the 
shares  of  any  coal  producing  company,  and  also 
to  part  with  any  interest  which  he  has  in  or  with 
any  firm  or  individual  mining  coal,  on  any  of  the 
lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  systern ;  and 
every  officer  and  employe  should  be  required  to 
refrain  from  any  investments  whatsoever,  which 
may  possibly  prejudice  or  affect  the  interests  of 
the  company,  or  interfere  with  the  company’s 
full  discharge  of  its  duty  to  the  public.” 

The  report  of  the  special  committee  having 
been  adopted  and  approved  by  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  at  a 
special  meeting  held  July  second,  1906,  all  officers 
and  employes  are  required  to  divest  themselves 
of  any  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  that  they 
may  have  in  stocks  of  any  coal  companies  or  in 
any  firms  or  with  any  individuals  owning  or  op¬ 
erating  mines  located  on  the  Pennsylvania  sys¬ 
tem  or  dealing  in  coals  produced  therefrom,  and 
also  to  divest  themselves  of  any  interests,  direct 
or  indirect,  they  may  have  in  any  companies  or 
firms  or  with  any  individuals  engaged  in  any 
other  business  where  the  holding  of  such  inter¬ 
ests  might  in  any  way  conflict  with  their  duty 
to  the  company  or  the  company’s  duty  to  the 
public.  A.  J.  Cassatt, 

President. 


J.  M.  Roan,  manager  of  the  mines  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  last  week  on  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  company. 

O.  J.  Patzold,  sales  agent  for  the  Campbell’s 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  was  calling  on  the 
Chicago  trade  this  week. 

Genial  “Bill”  Plaskell,  who  hails  from  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  was  shopping  around  the  Chicago 
trade  after  the  Kokoals  adjourned. 

Gardiner  H.  Reeves,  of  Minneapolis,  secretary 
of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  spent  most  of  this  week  in  Chicago. 

The  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.’s  Rifle  and 
Pistol  Club  defeated  the  United  States  Express 
Co.’s  Club  in  a  shooting  tournament  for  a  gold 
medal. 

W.  C.  Wyman,  of  Wyman  Bros.,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  has  been  in  New  York  city 
for  the  last  week,  but  is  expected  home  about 
Saturday. 

The  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.’s  Rifle  and 
Pistol  Club  is  open  for  a  challenge  froin  any  rifle 
and  pistol  club  connected  with  the  Chicago  coal 
companies. 

B.  S.  Hamill,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg,  was  in  Chicago  Wednesday  and  Thurs¬ 
day  of  this  week. 

J.  Worrell  Clarkson,  president  of  the  Clarkson 
Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  incidentally 
called  on  a  number  of  his  friends  in  this  city 
while  on  a  business  trip. 

D.  E.  McMillan,  manager  for  C.  G.  Blake  & 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  is  home  from 
a  vacation  trip.  Most  of  his  time  was  spent  in 
renewing  his  acquaintance  with  old-time  friends 
at  his  former  home  in  the  Miami  Valley. 

C.  H.  Jones,  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  been  spending  several  days 
in  Chicago  engaged  in  making  arrangements  for 
the  equipping  of  his  Calora  mine  in  Green  county, 
Indiana,  with  modern  electrical  machinery.  It  is 
the  intention  of  Mr.  Jones  to  install  a  plant  which 
will  greatly  increase  the  output  of  the  Calora. 

Edward  Wheler,  manager  of  the  Connell  An¬ 
thracite  Mining  Co.,  of  Toronto,  Ont.,  is  making 
an  extended  trip  to  the  United  States,  especially 
in  the  west,  for  the  purpose  of  familiarizing  him¬ 
self  with  the  mining  methods  in  vogue  and  of 
learning  at  first  hand  the  market  conditions. 
If  he  stays  in  Chicago  long  enough  and  applies 
himself  sufficiently  he  will  certainly  learn  how 
not  to  do  it. 

Frank  M.  Boynton,  of  Pittsburg,  president  of 
the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.,  whose  Chicago  office 
is  335  Old  Colony  building,  has  been  enjoying  a 
somewhat  extended  western  trip,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  spent  several  days  in  Chicago.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  Kokoal  pow  wow,  and  in  behalf  of 
the  Pittsburg  coal  trade  promised  the  delegation 
the  time  of  their  lives  at  the  pow  wow  in  that 
city  next  year. 

W.  H.  Horrine,  of  Chicago,  has  filed  suit  in 
Topeka,  Kas.,  asking  for  an  award  of  $300,000 
from  the  receiver  in  bankruptcy  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  C.  J.  Devlin.  Mr.  Horrine  claims 
that  this  amount  of  money  is  due  him  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  various  transactions  in  which  he  al¬ 
leges  that  he  was  acting  as  agent  under  contract 
to  buy  for  Mr.  Devlin  various  Illinois  coal  prop¬ 
erties  from  eastern  owners.  As  the  estate  is 
heavily  involved,  and  as  the  alleged  contract  was 
only  verbal,  the  plaintiff  will  probably  have  diffi¬ 
culty  both  in  establishing  his  claim  and  in  collect¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  the  award. 

The  United  Fourth  Vein  Mining  Co.  were  the 
victims  of  an  impromptu  strike  at  their  mines 
near  Linton,  Ind.,  on  Wednesday  of  this  week. 
The  miners  objected  to  bearing  their  share  of  the 
expense  of  removing  the  slate,  according  to  the 
requirements  contained  in  the  Indiana  state  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  United  Mine  Workers.  The  de¬ 
mand  of  the  miners  for  extra  pay  for  this  work 
was  promptly  and  firmly  refused  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  whereupon  the  men  quit  work  instead  of 


referring  the  matter  as  a  grievance  to  the  joint 
executive  committee.  At  this  writing  the  mines 
are  still  idle,  but  it  is  not  expected  that  the 
trouble  will  be-  of  long  duration. 

R.  H.  Zoller  has  severed  his  connection  with 
the  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co., 
after  having  been  in  the  service  of  that  corpora¬ 
tion  for  twenty-six  years,  'the  last  two  years  of 
the  time  as  general  superintendent  of  mines  with 
headquarters  in  Streator,  Ill.  He  has  resigned 
this  position  to  accept  that  of  manager  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Centralia  Coal  Co.,  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Pana  Coal  Co.,  corporations  which  are 
closely  identified  in  ownership.  The  properties 
of  the  companies  consist  of  three  mines  at  Cen¬ 
tralia  and  two  at  Pana,  Ill.  Mr.  Zoller  will  have 
his  headquarters  at  Chicago.  The  Chicago,  Wil¬ 
mington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.  has  not  yet  made 
an  appointment  to  fill  the  vacancy  left  by  Mr. 
Zoller. 

The  Chicago,  Zeigler  &  Gulf  Railway  Co.,  of 
which  Joseph  Leiter,  of  Chicago,  is  president,  is 
making  preparations  for  a  considerable  extension 
of  its  lines.  Surveys  are  now  being  made  by 
the  company  for  a  road  from  Zeigler,  Ill.,  to 
Bryden,  Ill.,  a  di.stance  of  twenty-five  miles,  the 
route  passing  through  Hallidayboro.  The  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  extension  will  give  the  Chicago, 
Zeigler  &  Gulf  a  connection  with  the  Mobile  & 
Ohio  at  Bryden  and  will  give  a  new  outlet  for 
shipments  from  the  Franklin  county  mines.  Sur¬ 
veys  are  also  being  made  for  another  branch  run¬ 
ning  from  Zeigler  Junction  to  Duquoin  by  way  of 
Clinch,  Ill.,  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles.  Construc¬ 
tion  on  the  Duquoin  extension  will  be  commenced 
immediately,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  line  will 
be  ready  for  operation  by  October  first.  _  The 
work  will  be  carried  on  under  the  supervision  of 
C.  C.  Whittier,  chief  engineer  of  the  Chicago, 
Zeigler  &  Gulf  Railway. 

The  Fourth  of  July  was  celebrated  in  a  fitting 
manner  at  Zeigler,  Ill.,  by  an  old-fashioned  bar¬ 
becue,  and  over  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants  of 
Franklin  county  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Joseph 
Leiter  on  the  nation’s  birthday.  In  the  morning  the 
miners  and  farmers  of  the  neighborhood  competed 
in  a  series  of  foot  races,  bicycle  races  and  sports 
of  that  character,  and  in  the  evening  they  were 
treated  to  an  extensive  display  of  fireworks. 
Large  and  commodious  dancing  platforms  had 
been  constructed  and  two  bands  from  Duquoin 
furnished  excellent  music.  The  celebration  was 
planned  and  looked  after  personally  bv  Mr.  Leiter, 
and  he  was  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  Morton  Otis 
and  Mr.  George  Nevins,  who  came  down  from 
Chicago  to  help  out.  The  day  nassed  without 
an  accident  of  any  kind  and  every  one  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  celebration  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  day  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of 
the  red  letter  days  of  Franklin  county. 

V 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July  seventh, 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to  date 
and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 ; 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  July  7,  1906 .  9,443  13,112  22,556 

Corresponding  week,  1905 .  5,093  15,559  20,652 

Total  for  1906  . 394.082  586.381  980.463 

Corresponding  period,  1905  ....362,202  461,363  823,566 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  156,897  tons. 

V 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  issued  its 
annual  report  for  the  year  ended  May  thirty-first, 
1905.  The  income  account  compares  as  follows : 


earnings  . 

gen,  exp.,  int.,  etc . 

1906. 

.  .$1,304,418 
,  .  669,283 

1905. 

$984,353 

491,089 

Surplus  avail,  for  dividends.. 
Preferred  dividend  . 

.  $735,135 
93,750 

$493,264 

93,750 

Balance  .  . . 

Common  dividend  . 

.  .  307.500 

$399,514 

307,500 

Surplus  for  year . 

.  .  $333,885 

$92,014 
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The  Anthracite  Miners  Certificate  Case. 

FAR-REACHING  in  its  importance  is  the  recent  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Shaleen  miners’  certificate  case,  determin¬ 
ing  the  validity  of  an  act  known  as  the  Anthracite  Miners  Certificate 
Law,  which  was  passed  by  the  state  legislature  in  1897. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  law  all  persons  are  absolutely  prohibited 
from  working  in  anthracite  mines  as  miners  unless  provided  with  certificates 
of  registration  issued  by  the  board  of  examiners  of  the  district  in  which  they 
propose  to  work.  Such  a  certificate  can  be  legally  issued  only  upon  full 
satisfaction  of  two  requirements.  First,  the  applicant  must  furnish  satis¬ 
factory  proof  that  he  has  worked  two  full  years  as  a  laborer  in  an  anthra¬ 
cite  mine;  and  second,  he  must  pass  an  examination  sufficiently  rigid  to  give 
proof  of  his  competency  to  the  examining  board. 

Ostensibly  the  law  was  passed  simply  as  a  safety  regulation,  to  protect 
all  inside  mine  workers  from  accidents  due  to  inexperience  or  ignorance. 
But  whether  so  intended  or  not,  it  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  been  of  great 
advantage  to  members  of  the  miners’  union,  and  a  corresponding  detriment 
to  the  interests  of  the  operators.  Even  in  time  of  peace  between  employers 
and  employes,  it  has  often  lieen  a  source  of  annoyance  and  loss.  The  supply 
of  miners  is  so  closely  equal  to  the  bare  requirements  of  normal  production 
that  only  a  slight  disturbance  of  the  equilibrium  is  sufficient  to  create  a 
serious  shortage  of  labor.  The  old  ways  of  meeting  such  a  need— by  bringing 
in  bituminous  miners  or  by  promoting  to  the  rank  of  miner  the  more  intel- 


DIAMOND 

ligcnt  and  proficent  laborers— has  been  cut  off  by  the  law,  which  prevents 
any  exercise  of  discretion  in  such  matters  by  the  mine  foremen  or  super¬ 
intendents. 

In  time  of  strike  the  effect  is  even  worse  and  plays  directly  into  the  hands 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  since  it  makes  it  practically  impossible  to  em¬ 
ploy  men  to  take  the  place  of  strikers.  Whether  so  intended  or  not,  the  law 
has  resulted  in  a  virtual  monopoly  by  its  narrow  limitation  of  the  supply  of 
miners.  Wliilc  the  avowed  purpose  of  the  law  is,  of  course,  thoroughly 
praiseworthy,  in  its  practical  working  it  has  proven  to  be  mischievous. 

Possibly  with  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a  test  of  the  law,  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  company  took  into  its  employ  a  non-union  bituminous  miner 
from  Illinois,  John  Shaleen  by  name.  He  was  at  once  arrested  for  violation 
of  tbc  -Miners’  Certificate  Law  and  tried  before  the  court  of  quarter-sessions 
of  Lackawanna  county,  which  upheld  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  and 
convicted  Shaleen.  His  counsel,  who  were  furnished  by  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  company,  at  once  took  an  appeal  to  the  superior  court  where  they 
attacked  the  law  as  being  in  violation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the 
federal  constitution,  in  which  equal  privileges  are  guaranteed  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States  everywhere  within  its  bounds.  The  decision  of  the  superior 
court  was  a  divided  one,  holding  as  constitutional  the  provision  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  certification  regarding  competency,  but  declaring  the  requirement  of 
two  years  of  labor  in  anthracite  mines  to  be  unconstitutional. 

This  decision  put  the  operators  in  a  much  better  position  than  before, 
and  it  would  apparently  have  been  wise  to  rest  content  with  what  had  been 
gained.  Instead,  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state,  and 
in  a  decision  now  rendered,  the  latter  part  of  the  superior  court’s  decision 
is  reversed,  the  law  being  upheld  in  its  entirety  as  decreed  by  the  court  of 
original  jurisdiction.  The  constitutional  objection  is  met  by  the  assertion 
that  men  from  other  states  are  free  to  go  to  Pennsylvania  mines  to  get  ex¬ 
perience  if  they  so  elect.  This  would  seem  to  the  lay  mind  to  be  a  dangerous 
precedent.  The  principle  involved,  if  carried  to  its  logical  conclusion,  would 
make  it  possible  for  each  state  in  the  union  to  enact  a  series  of  statutes  which 
would  make  it  impossible  for  a  man— no  matter  how  experienced  and  skilled 
in  his  trade  or  profession — to  practice  it  in  another  state  without  going  back 
to  the  elements  of  his  calling  and  serving  a  long  apprenticeship.  In  other 
words,  it  seems  to  open  an  easy  way  for  nullifying  the  fourteenth  amend¬ 
ment.  This  view  is  evidently  still  held  by  the  attorneys  for  the  defense, 
who  have  given  notice  of  appeal  to  the  United  States  supreme  court. 

Meanwhile  the  decision  of  the  Pennsylvania  court  stands.  If  it  had 
been  given  in  April  it  might  have  greatly  prolonged  the  struggle  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  region,  for  a  cogent  factor  in  bringing  the  miners  to  terms  was  the 
knowledge  that  under  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  the  operators  could, 
and  probably  would  bring  in  bituminous  miners  who  would  be  able  to  pass 
the  required  examination  and  take  the  plates  of  the  strikers. 

Sending  Coal  on  Consignment. 

SOME  idea  of  the  utter  demoralization  which  has  prevailed  this  week  in 
the  Chicago  coal  market  can  be  obtained  when  it  is  known  that  a  number 
of  wholesale  houses  have  received  consignments  of  coal  from  sources 
from  which  they  had  not  ordered  it.  The  producing  company,  obtain¬ 
ing  the  name  of  a  wholesale  house,  has  shipped  five  or  twenty-five  cars  with¬ 
out  even  consulting  the  latter,  asking  the  wholesaler  to  sell  the  product  at 
as  high  a  price  as  possible.  In  one  instance  which  came  to  our  attention, 
after  making  such  a  consignment  the  coal  operator  came  to  Chicago  to 
discuss  the  situation  with  the  wholesaler.  The  latter  told  him  frankly  that 
he  could  not  handle  the  product  at  a  price  sufficient  to  return  the  cost  to 
the  producer.  He  warned  the  operator  that  either  he  should  close  down 
his  mine  temporarily,  or  divert  the  coal  to  some  other  market,  making  the 
warning  as  emphatic  as  possible.  The  operator  listened  to  his  suggestion  wth 
evident  interest,  but  the  last  thing  he  said  wdien  he  left  the  wdiolesaler  s  office 
was;  “Well,  I  will  ship  you  a  few  more  cars;  I  must  get  rid  of  my  coal 
somewhere,  and  you  will  do  as  well  as  anyone  else  witn  it. 

One  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the  coal  market  is  that  of  slvppmg  coal 
under  the  circumstances  we  have  described.  It  is  an  evil  because  such  coal 
must  be  sold  at  a  loss,  and  when  it  is  sold  at  a  loss  it  forces  other  products 
down  to  the  same  level.  It  is  offered  from  office  to  office,  the  price  made 
on  it  gradually  descending  in  the  scale  until  it  is  ridiculously  low.  Other 
shippers  with  coal  on  track  must  meet  this  price.  Although  they  may  have 
been  conservative  in  forwarding  tonnage,  anticipating  it  could  be  marketed 
at  a  fairly  reasonable  figure,  through  these  awkward  methods  of  doing  busi¬ 
ness  that  we  have  described,  their  coal  is  displaced,  or  they  must  sacrifice  it. 

Coal  should  never  be  shipped  to  Chicago  unless  it  is  ordered  by  the 
wholesaler.  Operators  will  be  financially  better  off  if  they  will  heed  this 
suggestion.  When  they  sell  their  product  at  twenty-five  or  fifty  cents  below 
cost  there  is  only  one  result  that  can  follow,  and  that  is  ultimate  financial 
embarrassment.  Present  conditions  are  unusual,  nevertheless  they  are  made 
much  worse  than  they  ought  to  be  by  the  methods  we  have  described. 
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Convention  of  Ohio  Retail  Coal  Dealers  Jissociation. 


On  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  last 
week  the  twelfth  annual  convention  and  outing  of 
the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Ohio  was  held  at  Put-i.n-Bay,  with  the  Ho¬ 
tel  Victory  as  headquarters.  The  registry  of  the 
association  showed  an  attendance  of  about  three 
hundred.  There  was  an  unusually  large  number 
of  ladies  present,  which  added  greatly  to  the 
success  of  the  social  features, _  which  were  de¬ 
scribed  as  being  especially  delightful. 

The  convention  opened  on  1  hursday  after¬ 
noon.  July  fifth.  First  in  order  was  the  annual 
address  of  the  president,  W.  F.  Voegele,  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio,  who  spoke  as  follows: 

Address  of  President  W.  F.  Voegele. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association Another  year 
has  passed  into  history  and  today  we  have  our 
twelfth  annual  convention,  and  I  bid  you  one 
and  all  a  hearty  welcome.  That  great  commo¬ 
dore  of  the  navy,  Oliver  Hazard  Perry,  near 
this  very  spot,  September  tenth,  1813,  achieved 
a  great  naval  victory  for  this  great  nation,  whose 
birthday  we  celebrated  but  yesterday.  In  re¬ 
porting  the  result  to  Ge.neral  Harrison,  you  re¬ 
member  he  used  these  words,  “We  have  rnet  the 
enemy  and  they  are  ours.”  Now,  we  did  not 
come  here  to  meet  an  enemy,  but  to  meet  our 
friends,  and  we  hope  they  are  ours  and  ^will 
always  remain  ours.  Shakespeare  says  ‘  one 
touch  of  nature  riiakes  the  whole  world  kin,” 
and  now,  my  friends.  I  sincerely  hope  and  be¬ 
lieve  that  some  touch  of  nature  has  reached 
every  one  here.  Not  the  kind  of  a  touch  which 
Shakespeare  refers  to,  but  the  touch  of  _  Life, 
Fraternity  and  Enthusiasm,  and  then  without 
doubt  our  session  will  be  harmonious  and  profit¬ 
able,  One  of  the  privileges  we  have  here  is  to 
meet  the  gentlemen  representing  the  great  jour¬ 
nals  of  the  coal  trade.  By  the  press  devoted  to 
this  great  industry  we^  are  kept  in  touch  with 
the  details,  from  the  mining  of  the  coal  to  its 
transportation  and  distribution.  IMany  valuable 
facts  are  given  for  our  consideration  and  benefit. 
Let  us  give  these  gentlemen  a  right  royal  wel¬ 
come.  We  also  have  with  us  some  of  the 
operators  and  wholesale  merchants.  Let  us  cul¬ 
tivate  their  acquaintance  and  friendship  and  bring 
buyer  and  seller  closer  together  than  ever  be¬ 
fore,  and  I  am  sure  that  it  will  benefit  both. 
And  last,  but  not  least,  we  have  the  traveling 
salesmen  with  us.  May  God  bless^  them.  Why, 
gentlemen,  it  always  makes  me  smile  to  see  one 
of  them  walk  into  my  office.  If  I  have  a  touch 
of  the  blues  (which  fortunately  I  do  not  often 
have),  they  take  a  sneak  and  disappear  as  soon 
as  I  look  into  the  confident,  smiling  face  of  the 
traveling  man.  You  may  rest  assured  he  gets 
my  hand,  and  then  he  says:  “How  are  you, 
Billy;  by  jove,  I  aint  seen  you  for  some  time, 
glad  to  see  you  looking  well.”  Now,  my  frierids, 
he's  got  me,  and  he  immediately  gets  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  come  into  my  private  office,  and  I  want 
to  tell  you  he  makes  good  company  and  gives 
me  the  latest  points  on  the  coal  condition. 
Gentlemen,  in  a  word,  the  traveling  mei-i  are  our 
friends,  and  I  sincerely  trust  they  will  at  all 
times  receive  cordial  treatment  at  your  hands. 
You  will  never  lose  anything,  but  rather  be  the 
gainer  by  being  courteous  to  them  and  through 
them  to  the  great  mining  corporations  which 
they  represent.  While  on  this  island,  however, 
beware  of  the  Kokoals,  which  they  also  repre¬ 
sent,  and  I  will  not  be  responsible  for  their  acts 
in  this  direction.  Last  year,  at  your  earnest 
solicitation  and  unanimous  vote  for  my  election 
as  your  president,  I  took  hold  of  the  work  with 
many  misgivings  as  to  my  ability  to  properly 
serve  you.  I  concluded,  however,  come  what 
may,  to  be  faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  me, 
and,  gentlemen,  I  have  rendered  you  the  best 
service  I  possibly  could  with  the  time  at  my 
disposal  for  this  purpose.  I  have  attended  every 
executive  meeting  called  by  our  secretary,  a.nd 
have  rendered  such  other  assistance  as  was  need¬ 
ed  as  well  as  to  the  routine  duties  of  the  office. 
I  wish  I  could  have  done  still  better.  I  believe 
our  association  is  in  a  prosperous  condition  as 
to  its  membership,  but  your  secretary.  Mr.  Ford 
R.  Cate,  will  give  you  the  statistics  covering  these 


points.  I  wish  to  say  that  in  Mr.  Cate  as  sec¬ 
retary  you  have  a  jew'el,  and  he  is  everywhere 
recognized  as  a  man  of  exceptional  ability.  It 
has  Ijeen  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  have  been 
associated  with  him  officially  during  the  past 
year.  Our  e.xecutive  board  has  also  co-operated 
with  us  with  the  greatest  interest  and  cordiality, 
and  you  owe  them  your  thanks.  Last  fall  we, 
as  an  association,  needed  _  some  financial  assist¬ 
ance,  and  in  company  with  your  secretary  we 
proceeded  to  call  upon  the  Cleveland  operators 
for  a  few  voluntary  co.ntributions  to  the  cause. 
Well,  we  were  treated  royally  by  these  gentle¬ 
men,  and  it  seemed  a  pleasure  to  them  to  give 
us  the  assistance  needed.  The  thanks  of  our 
association  is  due  to  them.  Now,  gentlernen,  I 
earnestly  request  you  to  attend  every  session  of 
this  convention.  You  are  willing  to  give  a  great 
deal  of  your  time  to  other  organizations,  and 
then  why  not  give  a  little  of  your  time  to  fur¬ 
ther  your  interests  in  an  organization  which  in 
the  end  will  benefit  you  financially.  In  knowl¬ 
edge  there  is  power,  and  you  should  know 
everything  that  will  enlighten  you  in  the  eco¬ 
nomic  conduct  of  your  business.  Many  ques¬ 
tions  of  vital  importance  to  you  will  be  dis¬ 
cussed  and  you  should  be  pleased  to  swell  the 
attendance  at  each  meeting.  A  touch  of  elbows 
creates  interest  and  enthusiasm.  Several  ad¬ 
dresses  have  been  prepared  by  gentlemen  of  ex¬ 
ceptional  ability.  Be  sure  and  hear  them  and 
you  will  feel  amply  repaid.  And  now  let  me 
appeal  to  you  to  be  loyal  to  your  organization 
during  the  coming  year.  Do  what  you  can  to 
assist  your  officers  in  obtaining  new  members. 
We  ought  to  have  at  least  double  the  number 
we  have  now,  and  if  you  will  assist  we  can  have 
them  this  year.  Pay  your  dues  promptly  and  it 
will  greatly  relieve  your  secretary  from  financial 
embarrassment,  which  has  sometimes  overtaken 
him.  When  we  consider  the  many  benefits  de¬ 
rived  from  this  organization  our  financial  in¬ 
vestment  is  exceedingly  small.  And  now,  gen¬ 
tlemen.  In  conclusion  let  me  bid  you  thrice  wel¬ 
come  and  may  you  go  home,  when  this  conven¬ 
tion  adjourns,  feeling  that  it  has  greatly  bene¬ 
fited  you  to  have  been  here. 

Following  the  address  of  the  president,  the 
secretary  of  the  association.  Ford  R.  Cate,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio,  presented  his  annual  report, 
showing  an  effective  year’s  work.  The  report 
was  as  follows : 

Annual  Report  of  Secretary  F.  R.  Cate. 

Mr.  President,  Members  of  the  Official  and 
Executive  Board,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Con¬ 
vention: — Your  secretary  respectfully  submits  the 
following  report  of  the  work  of  his  office  since 
your  last  convention. 

The  finance  report,  which  will  be  furnished 
by  your  treasurer,  will,  of  course,  cover  that 
feature,  but  I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  this 
connection  at  this  point.  Your  association  has 
not  been  a  money  maker  nor  an  accumulator. 
However,  we  have  only  assumed  such  obligation 
as  we  knew  we  could  meet,  and  we  do  not  owe 
a  dollar  today,  except  a  balance  o.n  the  secre¬ 
tary’s  salary.  Last  year  at  this  time  we  had  a 
first-class  typewriting  machine  and  other  office 
furniture  for  which  we  were  in  debt.  Today 
everything  which  we  have  is  free  from  indebted¬ 
ness.  There  is  due  the  association  considerable 
money  in  the  form  of  annual  dues,  which  I  have 
been  unable  to  collect.  Some  of  the  members 
have  been  extremely  lax  about  the  payment  of 
dues  and  this  has  caused  some  embarrassment  at 
times. 

Your  association  work  costs  money,  and  the 
character  of  the  work  depends,  to  a  very  great 
extent,  on  the  amount  of  money  which  we  have 
to  work  with.  Lack  of  money  has  made  it  im¬ 
practical  to  travel  as  much  as  we  should  have 
liked,  and  we  have  often  been  forced  to  resort 
to  correspondence  when  personal  work  would 
have  proven  more  satisfactory. 

At  an  executive  meeting  held  during  the  month 
of  September  it  was  decided  by  the  board  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  raise  some  additional 
funds  to  finance  the  work.  The  president  and 
secretary  were  appointed  a  committee  to  visit 


the  Cleveland  shippers  to  solicit  financial  assist¬ 
ance  and  the  vice-president  and  Mr.  E.  S.  De- 
Wolfe  to  visit  Toledo  shippers  on  a  like  errand. 
Other  committees  were  appointed  to  visit  other 
cities,  if  necessary,  to  tide  over  the  shortage. 
The  Toledo  committee  found  but  few  of  the 
shippers  of  that  city  at  home,  and  we  were  out 
the  expense  of  the  trip.  The  Cleveland  expedi¬ 
tion  was  more  successful  and  the  shippers^  of 
that  city  responded  liberally.  A  sum  was  raised 
which  proved  sufficient  to  tide  us  over  and  no 
appeal  was  made  to  the  other  cities.  I  wish  to 
take  this  opportunity  to  publicly  express  our 
thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  following  Cleve¬ 
land  shippers,  not  only  for  their  liberal  contri¬ 
butions.  but  for  the  spirit  in  which  the  money 
was  given.  Contributions  were  received  from 
M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  IT.  S.  Odbert  &  Co.,  The 
Morris  Coal  Co.,  Glen’s  Run  Coal  Co.,  Burton, 
Beidler  &  Phillips  Co.,  Drake  Coal  Co.,  Lorain 
Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Pickands,  Mather  &  Co.,  E.  A. 
Upstill  &  Co.,  The  James  Mullins  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  Upon  the 
visit  of  your  president  and  myself  to  Cleve¬ 
land  we  were  received  most  graciously  and  cour¬ 
teously  by  the  above  shippers,  who  listened  to 
onr  “tale  of  woe”  and  at  once  made  good.  The 
donations  were  made  without  any  hope  of  per- 
so,nal  benefit,  but  simply  to  advance  the_  work 
which  the  state  association  was  endeavoring  to 
do  and  for  the  general  improvement  of  trade 
conditions  in  the  retail  coal  business  of  Ohio.  I 
have  no  doubt  that,  had  the  contingency  arisen, 
the  shippers  in  the  other  cities  would  just  as 
willingly  have  rendered  us  assistance.  You  may 
rest  assured  the  appeal  will  not  be  made  unless 
we  find  it  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
on  our  work,  for  it  is  the  ambition  of  the  officers 
to  make  the  association  run  on  its  own  wheels. 

The  shippers  have  assisted  us  very  generally 
by  purchasing  advertising  space  in  our  Annual 
Year  Book,  but  we  honestly  believe  that  we  give 
a  dollar’s  worth  of  value  for  every  dollar  col¬ 
lected  for  this  space.  This  year  book  goes  to 
every  coal  dealer  in  the  state  and  to  the  shippers 
and  jobbers  in  the  adjoining  states.  Our  retail 
members  naturally  and  justly  show  a  preference 
to  the  companies  who  advertise  with  us,  and  we 
strongly  urge  this  policy  of  reciprocity. 

For  the  benefit  of  non-members  present  I  de¬ 
sire  to  say  a  few  words  regarding^  the  work 
which  we  are  doing.  The  primary  object  of  this 
association  is  to  confine  the  sale  of  domestic 
coal  at  retail  to  the  regularly  equipped  dealers 
of  the  state.  Coal  traditions  are  such  that  this 
is  more  difficult  than  any  other  line  of  trade, 
and  if  it  were  not  for  an  associated  effort  of  this 
kind  the  retail  coal  business  would  soon  be  so 
demoralized  that  a  reasonable  profit  would  be 
out  of  the  question.  As  one  shipper  expressed 
it,  the  retail  coal  business  would  amount  to  little 
more  than  a  dray  and  teaming  business.  Now 
the  retailer  is  a  very  important  and  necessary 
factor  in  the  supply  of  domestic  coal  to  the 
public.  The  retailer’s  business  is  legitimate  and 
honorable,  and  for  this  reason  he  is  entitled  to  a 
fair  return  of  profit  for  his  investment  and 
labor.  In  order  to  make  this  profit  possible  an 
associated  effort  at  protection  is  necessary. 
Please  do  not  misunderstand  this  statement. 
Our  association  is  conducted  legally  and  we  do 
not  control  nor  attempt  in  any  way  to  control 
prices,  limit  or  stifle  competition,  nor  perform 
any  act  which,  measured  by  the  Valentine  anti¬ 
trust  law,  might  be  called  in  question  legally. 
We  are  simply  endeavoring  to  promote  harmony 
and  better  market  conditions  in  every  honorable 
and  legal  manner.  In  this  work  the  association 
has  been  extremely  successful  during  the  past 
j-ear.  The  work  which  was  done  during  the  first 
year  of  our  reorganization  has  had  its  effect, 
and  as  a  result  the  number  of  complaints  received 
during  last  year  has  been  much  less  than  during 
1904-.').  We  have,  however,  handled  a  large 
number  of  trouble  cases,  and  with  very  good 
success,  failing  in  only  a  small  number  of  cases 
to  get  relief. 

The  shippers  in  Ohio  and  most  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  territory  have,  as  a  rule,  shown  their 
belief  in  our  honest  intentions,  and  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  for  which  we  contend,  and  they  have  co- 
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operated  with  us  in  a  most  wholehearted  way. 
Some  of  them  have  made  some  pretty  direct 
sacrifices  of  business  in  attempts  to  protect  the 
equipped  dealer. 

It  has  been  the  intent  of  the  present  admin¬ 
istration  to  be  absolutely  fair  and  reasonable 
whenever  cases  have  been  reported.  We  be¬ 
lieve  strongly  in  the  “square  deal,”  idea;  we  be¬ 
lieve  that  if  a  shipper  makes  a  mistake  or  gets 
wrong  and  shows  a  desire  to  correct  this  mis¬ 
take  his  attitude  and  action  should  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  our  retail  members,  especially  in  the 
town  agected.  On  the  other  hand,  we  most 
positively  do  not  believe  that  the  retailer  should 
be  forced  to  buy  protection.  He  should  not  be 
asked  to  give  nor  promise  to  give  business  to 
any  shipper  in  exchange  for  which  the  shipper 
agrees  to  confine  his  sales  to  the  regular  trade. 
When  a  shipper  gets  wrong,  no  matter  what  the 
excuse  may  be,  it  is  up  to  that  shipper  to  correct 
his  mistake  first.  After  this  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  it  is 
then  a  very  graceful  and  proper  thing  for  the 
retailers  who  are  affected  to  show  their  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  situation  in  a  practical  way. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  discovered  one  or 
two  cases  where  a  shipper  sold  coal  to  a  con¬ 
sumer,  which  I  do  not  believe  he  ever  intended 
to  ship,  but  which  he  expected  would  give  him 
a  leverage  with  the  regular  trade  in  the  town 
and  practically  enable  him  through  that  method 
to  blackmail  the  regular  dealer  into  buying  one 
or  more  cars  of  coal.  The  shipper  made  the 
mistake,  however,  of  trying  to  handle  this  deal 
through  the  state  association,  and  it  is  enough 
to  say  that  “it  didn’t  go  through.”  The  coal 
was  never  shipped  either  to  the  consumer  or  the 
retailer  who  was  approached. 

As  a  general  thing,  however,  the  shippers,  and 
particularly  the  shipper  members,  have  made 
every  effort  to  be  “square.”  You  should  re¬ 
member  this  during  the  coming  season  and  be 
influenced  in  your  business  dealings  accordingly. 

Fair  play  with  the  shipper!  Do  not  make 
arbitrary  deductions  because  you  think  he  can 
afford  it  or  can  stand  for  it.  Do  not  refuse 
a  shipment  or  cancel  an  order  that  you  can 
possibly  take  care  of.  Every  incident  of  this 
sort  is  expensive  and  annoying  to  the  shipper, 
and  his  profits  are  not  nearly  as  large  as  many 
of  you  imagine.  Make  your  business  as  profit¬ 
able  to  the  shipper  as  possible,  cause  him  as 
little  expense  and  loss  as  possible,  and  he  will 
appreciate  your  treatment  and  return  the  com¬ 
pliment  by  protecting  your  interests. 

Regarding  our  membership  will  say  that  we 
have  enrolled,  during  the  past  year,  about  150 
new  members.  In  the  meantime,  about  thirty 
of  our  members  have  gone  out  of  business.  We 
have  lost  but  few  from  withdrawals,  and  if  all 
of  our  members  would  pay  their  dues  our  finan¬ 
cial  condition  would  be  comparatively  easy. 

Your  association  is  in  a  good,  healthy  condi¬ 
tion,  and  the  past  work  is  beginning  to  show 
results  that  are  affecting  non-members  as  well 
as  members.  A  good  many  of  the  non-members 
seem  to  think  that  they  can  get  the  benefit  of 
this  protection  without  sharing  in  its  support, 
and  this  is  true  in  a  measure;  for  the  associa¬ 
tion  work  is  either  directly  or  indirectly  affect¬ 
ing  every  town  and  city  in  Ohio.  We  have 
assisted  in  a  good  many  towns  to  organize  local 
exchanges  and  straighten  out  local  troubles. 
While  this  is  outside  of  the  state  jurisdiction, 
still  a  disinterested  and  non-resident  party  can 
often  untangle  a  snarl  which  the  local  people 
can  not  handle.  It  is  our  desire  to  assist  in 
every  legitimate  way  to  improve  conditions  and 
elevate  the  retail  coal  business.  Following  out 
this  policy,  the  state  association  joined  hands 
with  the  other  trade  organizations  of  the  state 
and  assisted  in  securing  the  passage  of  the  rail¬ 
road  commission  bill  during  the  last  session 
of  the  state  assembly.  We  have  also  taken  up 
the  fight  for  ninety-six  hours  of  free  time  for 
unloading  coal.  You  all  no  doubt  know  that 
the  railroads  of  the  state  recently  issued  orders 
to  the  effect  that  free  time  should  be  cut  from 
ninety-six  to  forty-eight  hours.  Should  this  go 
into  effect  it  would  greatly  simplify  the  work 
of  the  state  association,  for  the  reason  that 
scalpers  having  no  storage  capacity  would  find 
it  extremely  difficult  to  receive  and  unload  a 


car  within  forty-eight  hours.  But  we  believe, 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  rule  would  work  a 
very  great  hardship  and  cause  an  enormous  lop 
in  demurrage  bills.  We  have,  therefore,  again 
joined  hands  with  the  shippers’  association  and 
will  fight  to  a  finish  to  secure  for  Ohio  dealers 
a  continuance  of  the  ninety-six-hour  unloading 
privilege. 

In  closing  my  year’s  work  as  your  secretary  I 
wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  your 
officers  and  executive  members  for  the  valuable 
assistance  which  they  have  given  me  In  my  work 
and  for  the  courteous  treatment  which  I  have 
received  at  their  hands.  Gentlemen,  I  thank  you. 

The  sessions  of  Friday  were  chiefly  devoted 
to  addresses  and  discussions  of  various  topics 
of  interest  and  importance  to  the  trade.  C.  B. 
Jenkins,  of  Marion,  Ohio,  gave  an  address  on 
“The  Value  of  Organization,”  and  J.  W.  Mc¬ 
Cord,  of  Columbus,  talked  on  “Car  Service  and 
Demurrage.”  Following  these  remarks  there 
was  a  discussion  on  “The  Local  Coal  Club :  Its 
Possibilities  and  How  Legally  Conducted,”  the 
talk  being  led  by  Thomas  T.  Swearingen,  of 
Columbus. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  speaking  of  “The  Value  of  Or¬ 
ganization,”  said : 

Address  by  C.  B.  Jenkins. 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
Convention : — I  dop’t  believe  it  is  a  necessity 
for  me  to  attempt  to  preach  the  value  of  organi¬ 
zation  to  this  company  of  coal  men,  for  any 
gentleman  present  may  recall  the  success  and 
failures  of  many  things  and  the  expression  is 
always  that  the  success  or  failure  is  due  to 
organization  or  the  lack  of  it. 

I  shall  be  brief  in  what  I  have  to  say,  but  I 
hope  I  may  say  something  that  will  find  a  lodge¬ 
ment  in  the  hearts  of  association  men  at  least, 
and  if  there  be  any  here  who  are  almost  per¬ 
suaded,  they  may  come  in,  for  I  believe  that 
the  doors  of  the  coal  dealers’  organization  are 
always  open  and  that  now  is  the  accepted  time. 

For  practical  illustration  of  this  subject  I 
wish  to  divide  it  into  three  divisions  or  classes, 
namely,  religious,  political  and  commercial. 

The  first  two  divisions  do  not  bear  so  close 
as  the  latter  one  does,  for  as  this  meeting  is  a 
commercial  organization,  you  no  doubt  want  it 
from  that  standpoint. 

But  the  value  of  organization  is  shown  plainly 
in  the  religions  of  the  civilized  world.  Catholi¬ 
cism  is  a  power  by  reason  of  its  great  organized 
system  of  work,  and  every  pulsation  of  the  heart 
of  the  church  at  Rome  sends  fresh  blood  through 
the  veins  of  the  organization  to  the  very  ends 
of  the  earth. 

Protestantism,  the  other  great  arm  of  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  civilization,  is  powerful  because  of  the 
systematic  methods  of  doing  things.  Take  for 
example  the  great  Methodist  church,  possibly 
the  strongest  organization  in  Protestantism,  ob¬ 
serve  if  you  will  its  masterful  organization  and 
then  you  can  have  some  idea  of  its  success. 

It  is  strange,  yet  true,  that  these  two  great 
arms  of  the  Christian  religion,  being  in  some 
ways  diametrically  opposed  to  each  other,  have 
joined  hands  and  today  we  have  the  Catholic 
and  the  Protestants  united  in  possibly  the  strong¬ 
est  religious,  though  nonsectarian,  organization 
in  the  world.  I  refer  to  the  .  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association. 

Politically,  I  need  but  refer  you  to  a  few  in¬ 
stances  in  political  history  to  convince  you  that 
organization  is  beneficial  and  that  the  value  of 
it  depends  on  the  thoroughness  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

When  Commodore  Schley  saw  the  Spaniards 
dashing  out  of  Santiago  harbor  he  was  confident 
of  the  success  that  followed,  for  every  man  in 
the  great  American  fleet  was  so  thoroughly 
drilled  that  scarcely  a  shot  went  astray.  It 
demonstrated  to  the  world  the  value  of  naval 
organization  in  our  country  and  caused  the 
haughtiest  nations  to  recognize  our  dear  old 
Uncle  Sam  as  never  before. 

A  more  recent  event  and  one  more  striking 
than  our  own,  was  the  war  between  Russia  and 
Japan.  The  Japanese  were  thoroughly  organized 
while  the  lack  of  it  defeated  Russia.  The  value 
of  organization  is  proven  here,  for  it  sent 
Oyama  and  Togo  home  as  heroes  and  the  lack 


of  it  sent  Stossell  and  Rojestvensky  home  to  be 
courtmartialed. 

Our  own  great  political  parties  in  almost  every 
case  attribute  victory  to  the  thoroughness  of 
organization. 

Commercial.  The  victories  and  the  defeats  of 
a  commercial  body  are  likewise  attributed  to  the 
organization  of  such  a  body.  But  the  burning 
question  is,  of  what  value  is  this  organization 
to  you  coal  men?  Are  there  any  operators  here? 

If  there  are,  I  can  tell  you  wherein  it  has  bene¬ 
fited  you. 

It  has  been  instrumental  in  making  the  rail¬ 
roads  give  you  a  “square  deal,”  the  equitable 
distribution  of  equipment  and  the  abandonment 
of  such  abuses  as  were  just  recently  unearthed 
by  the  interstate  commerce  commission,  and  the 
end  is  not  yet.  It  has  made  the  retail  man  a 
better  customer  of  yours  for  reasons  which  I 
shall  give  later ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  for  you 
it  holds  annual  meetings  where  you  are  as  wel¬ 
come  as  the  flowers  in  May,  and  where  by  asso¬ 
ciation  with  the  common  herd  we  learn  that 
most  of  you  at  least  are  pretty  good  fellows. 

The  retail  man  says,  “Where  do  I  get  any 
benefit  out  of  the  organization,  for  the  Valentine 
law  puts  me  in  jail  if  I  only  wink  at  my  com¬ 
petitor,  and  the  most  of  us  are  from  Missouri, 
at  least  on  the  organization  business.” 

I  promised  to  be  brief,  but  I  must  take  time 
to  show  you.  First,  a  few  faithful  men  m  our 
organization  (note  the  word  few)  have  given 
ungrudgingly  and  kindly  of  their  time  and  money 
to  support  the  organization  that  has  made  it 
possible  for  you  to  have  ninety-six  hours  free 
time  in  which  to  unload  soft  coal.  Since  March. 
1904,  and  at  this  very  moment,  is  in  a  struggle  to 
prevent  that  time  being  cut  to  forty-eight  hours. 

If  that  comes  to  pass  you  can  not  blame  any¬ 
one  but  the  retail  coal  jnen  in  Ohio,  for  many 
of  them  have  been  like  sponges,  never  give  out 
anything  until  they  are  squeezed,  and  if  the  free 
time  is  reduced  you  will  be  squeezed  for  more 
than  one  two-dollar  bill  for  demurrage,  which 
is  the  price  of  affiliation  to  the  Ohio 
Shippers’  Association,  the  only  organization  that 
can  give  you  relief,  and  by  being  a  member  of 
this  organization  you  can  get  its  benefits  for 
$2.00  a  year,  where  a  direct  membership  costs 
$10.00  for  the  first  year  and  $5.00  per  year  there¬ 
after. 

This  organization  disseminates  information  of 
various  things  that  affect  the  coal  trade,  and  is 
assisting  dealers  to  start  on  the  cash  basis. 

The  Valentine  law  does  not  prevent  you  from 
agreeing  to  sell  for  cash,  in  fact  that  is  not 
such  a  bad  law  as  some  fellows  might  think 
it  was. 

In  Ohio  there  is  a  law  that  punishes  me  if  I 
touch  a  match  to  my  competitors’  buildings  and 
destroy  them.  Does  any  man  in  Ohio  say  I  am 
acting  in  defiance  of  law  when  I  try  to  reason 
with  a  man  that  is  compelling  me  to  sell  coal 
below  cost  and  is  just  as  surely  wrecking  my 
business  as  if  he  applied  the  torch  to  my  build¬ 
ings  on  which  I  have  no  insurance?  The  Val- 
entirie  law  does  not  contemplate  such  a  thing, 
but  it  is  intended  to  prevent  the  fixing  of  prices 
arbitrarily  and  unreasonably. 

This  association  will  assist  you  to  trace  short¬ 
ages  and  is  endeavoring  to  prevent  stealages  by 
gathering  such  evidence  and  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  authorities  of  the  law.  It  has 
employed  a  courteous  gentlemen  to  attend  to  your 
every  want,  and  I  have  had  the  practical  ex¬ 
perience  of  knowing  that  if  you  will  but  tell  your 
troubles  to  Mr.  Cate  he  will  quickly  diagnose  your 
case  and  proceed  to  administer  the  restorati\e. 

It  plans  to  hold  an  annual  meeting  where  you  ■ 
can  meet  your  friends,  and  enemies  also,  but  it 
does  endeavor  to  make  things  so  pleasant  that 
when  you  go  home  the  lion  and  the  lamb  lie 
down  together. 

In  fact,  the  value  of  this  organization  can  not 
be  measured  in  a  few  short  sentences,  and  it  does 
not  contemplate  the  violation  of  a  single  statute, 
so,  my  brother,  if  your  unfamiliar  knowledge  of 
law  has  frightened  j’ou  and  made  you  feel  that 
you  would  be  joining  a  trust,  let  me  give  you  a 
law  that  will  clear  the  way  for  you  and  always 
keep  you  from  the  violation  of  all  laws:  “What¬ 
soever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you  do 
ye  even  so  to  them.” 

The  value  of  organization  is  so  great  that  for 
your  future  guidance  as  to  what  I  think  we  should 
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do  is  found  in  Joaquin  Miller’s  beautiful  poem 
entitled  “Columbus,”  of  which  I  will  quote  one 
verse : 

“Behind  him  lay  the  gray  Azores, 

Behind  the  gates  of  Hercules; 

Before  him  not  the  ghost  of  shores. 

Before  him  only  shoreless  seas. 

The  good  mate  said :  ‘Now  must  we  pray, 

For  lo !  the  very  stars  are  gone. 

Speak,  admiral!  what  shall  I  say?’ 

Why  say,  ‘Sail  on !  Sail  on,  and  on.’  ” 

The  exercises  of  Friday  evening  were  in 
charge  of  the  Order  Kokoal  and  consisted  of  a 
koruskation  in  which  a  large  class  of  valuable 


recruits  for  the  order  were  initiated.  The  korus¬ 
kation  was  followed  by  a  dance  in  the  parlors  of 
the  Hotel  Victory. 

At  the  business  session  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  W.  F.  Voegele,  president,  Mans¬ 
field,  Ohio;  P.  J.  Briggs,  vice-president,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio;  Ford  R.  Cate,  secretary,  Columbus, 
Ohio;  W.  A.  Gipson,  treasurer.  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  Executive  board :  S.  E.  DeWolfe,  Marion, 
Ohio;  C.  B.  Jenkins,  Marion,  Ohio,  and  Franklin 
Rice,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

The  selection  of  the  place  of  meeting  for  next 
year  was  left  to  the  executive  board,  the  choice 
probably  lying  between  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  a  boat 
trip  up  the  lakes. 


Batan  Coal,  Philippine  Islands. 

Various  statements  have  been  made  from  time 
to  time  regarding  the  character  of  the  coal  of 
the  Philippine  Islands.  It  has  usually  been 
classed  as  a  bituminous  coal.  More  than  ordi¬ 
nary  interest  attaches,  therefore,  to  the  analysis 
of  a  sample  of  coal,  brought  to  Mr.  M.  R.  Camp- 
hell,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey 
from  a  mine  near  the  military  reservation  on 
Batan  Island.  It  appears  to  be  a  lignite.  The 
sample,  which  is  supposed  to  represent  in  gen¬ 
eral  the  coal  of  this  island,  was  sent  by  Mr. 
Campbell  to  the  government  coal  testing  plant  at 
St.  Louis,  where  proximate  and  ultimate  analy¬ 
ses  and  calorimeter  tests  of  it  were  made  by 
Mr.  F.  M.  Stanton,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  chem¬ 
ical  laboratory  of  the  plant. 

The  composition  of  the  coal  is  as  follows : 


ANALYSIS  OF  SAMPLE  OF  BATAN  ISLAND  COAL. 


A  ir-dried 

Sample 

Con  tents. 

Sample. 

as  received. 

Proximate — 

Moisture  . 

.  7.06 

22.21 

Volatile  combustible  . . . . 

.  43.94 

36.77 

Fixed  carbon  . 

.  43.44 

36.36 

Ash  . 

.  5.56 

4.65 

Ultimate — 

Sulphur  . 

.  1.36 

1.14 

Hydrogen  . 

.  5.55 

6.46 

Carbon  . 

.  62.91 

52.66 

Nitrogen  . 

.  1.33 

1.11 

Oxygen  . 

.  23.29 

33.98 

Ash  . 

.  6.66 

4.65 

Calories  . • 

5,107 

British  thermal  units  . 

.  10,983 

9,193 

The  calorific  value  of 

the  coal  as 

determined 

in  a  Mahler  bomb  calorimeter,  compares  very 
favorably  with  that  of  the  New  Mexico  and  Wy¬ 
oming  black  lignites.  The  ash  is  moderately 
low,  and  the  coal  does  not  contain  enough  sul¬ 
phur  to  impair  its  usefulness  for  steam  or  do¬ 
mestic  purposes.  The  low  percentage  of  mois¬ 
ture  in  the  air-dried  sample  makes  the  coal  dif¬ 
ficult  to  classify,  since  it  seems  to  lie  on  the  bor¬ 
derland  between  what  are  usually  called  black 
lignites  and  bituminous  coals.  In  this  respect 
the  sample  resembles  very  strongly  the  lignite 
of  Gallup,  N.  Mex.,  which  also  runs  low  in  mois- 
ture. 

This  sample  was  subjected  to  various  condi¬ 
tions  of  weathering.  It  had  been  transported 
in  an  open  bag,  where  it  was  freely  exposed  to 
the  weather,  and  apparently  reached  the  testing 
plant  in  a  condition  very  similar  to  that  which 
it  had  when  it  was  mined.  The  lumps  showed 
little  sign  of  disintegration  and  looked  very  much 
like  bituminous  coal.  Upon  exposure  in  the  dry 
atmosphere  of  a  steam  heated  room,  the  lumps 
rapidly  crumbled,  and  the  fracture  produced  in 
breaking  up  was  the  characteristic  fracture  of  lig¬ 
nites.  In  other  words,  the  coal  did  not  break 
in  regular  prisms,  as  is  the  case  where  it  suf¬ 
fers  mechanical  breaking  down ;  but  the  frac¬ 
ture  was  irregular,  apparently  without  control 
by  the  joint  planes  or  bedding. 

Judged  by  the  results  of  these  tests,  both  chem¬ 
ical  and  physical,  the  Batan  Island  coal  appears 
to  be  a  fairly  high  grade  black  lignite  and  can 
not  be  classed  as  a  bituminous  coal. 

H.  C.  Brown. 

U.  S.  Geological  Survey. 

June  Anthracite  Production. 

June  production  of  anthracite  coal  represented 
by  the  traffic  of  the  carrying  roads  was  5,676,01S 
tons,  the  second  highest  output  of  the  year,  but 
under  last  June.  For  six  months  the  output  of 
25,585,801  compares  with  30,716,997  tons  last 
year. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  by  months  fir 
the  last  four  years  compare  as  follows: 


1906. 

1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

January  . 

. .  5,458,048 

4,408,578 

4,134,245 

5,964,950 

February 

.  .  4,712,099 

3,922,609 

4,326,260 

6,070,608 

March  ... 

. .  5,745,868 

5,258,537 

4,375,033 

5,211,460 

April  .... 

. .  488,203 

5,278,401 

5,407,786 

5,044.998 

May  .... 

. .  3,254,230 

5,844,052 

5,728,795 

5,156,449 

June  .... 

6,844,052 

5,728,795 

5,436,497 

25,134,466 

30,556,229 

29,700,914 

31,884,962 

V 

We  are  much  pleased  with  your  publication, 
and  believe  that  every  progressive  coal  dealer 
should  be  a  subscriber.  We  consider  it  the  best 
of  its  kind.— S.  E.  Tilton  &  Son,  Prairie  Depot, 
Ohio. 


President  William  F.  Voegele. 


Prominent  among  the  progressive  and  success¬ 
ful  business  men  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  is  numbered 
William  F.  Voegele,  a  member  of  the  well-known 
firm  of  Voegele  Brothers,  dealers  in 
coal  and  building  material,  with  of¬ 
fice  in  the  Voegele  block,  on  North 
Main  street.  His  early  home  was 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  for 
he  was  born  in  Stuttgart,  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  December  second, 

1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  J.  and 
Louise  (Haeffner)  Voegele,  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  excellent  German  fami¬ 
lies.  When  he  was  four  years  old 
he  accompanied  the  family  on  their 
emigration  to  America,  and  located 
in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  where  the  father, 
who  had  come  to  this  country  the 
year  previously,  had  prepared  a  home 
for  them.  Here  he  was  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  until  1867,  when 
he  was  accidentally  killed  while  out 
hunting. 

On  the  death  of  his  father,  William 
F.  Voegele,  though  only  sixteen  years 
of  age,  took  charge  of  the  extensive 
business  so  suddenly  left  without  a 
manager.  His  elder  brothers  were 
all  employed,  of  course.  He  con¬ 
ducted  the  business  until  it  was  sold 
by  the  mother  in  1875.  Later,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  his  brother,  Fred  C.,  he 
embarked  in  the  retail  coal  business 
on  a  very  limited  scale,  but  success 
attended  their  efforts  and  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  increased  to  meet  the  grow¬ 
ing  demands  of  their  trade.  About 
1880  their  brother,  Albert  C.,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  firm,  from  which  W.  F. 

Voegele  withdrew  in  1884. 

In  the  fall  of  1883  Mr.  Voegele  was 
unanimously  elected  county  recorder, 
there  being  no  nomination  made  by 
the  Republican  party  in  opposition  to 
him,  and  he  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  office  January  first,  1884.  He  was 
re-elected  in  1886  by  a  large  majority, 
and  served  until  January,  1890.  Prior 
to  this  he  had  served  as  the  chief 
of  the  Mansfield  volunteer  fire  de¬ 
partment  in  1881,  and  was  the  first  to 
recommend  the  establishment  of  a  paid  fire  de¬ 
partment,  which  was  adopted  two  years  later 
and  has  been  the  policy  of  the  city  ever  since. 

Mr.  Voegele  served  two  terms  as  assessor  of 
what  was  then  known  as  the  old  second  ward, 
which  embraced  a  quarter  of  the  city  and  was 
strongly  Republican,  and  he  was  also  a  member 
of  the  board  of  equalization  of  the  city.  He  has 
been  a  life-long  Democrat. 

In  1890  Mr.  Voegele  purchased  the  interest  of 
his  brother,  Fred  C.,  and  returned  to  his  former 
business  as  a  dealer  in  coal,  building  material, 
etc.  This  enterprise  has  now  grown  to  large  pro¬ 
portions.  In  1897  the  three  brothers,  Albert  C., 
William  F.  and  Charles  H.  Voegele,  erected  the 
Voegele  block,  which  is  a  fine  four-story  brick 
structure  with  a  basement  and  is  sixty  by  one 
hundred  feet  in  dimensions.  The  office  of  the  coal 
firm  is  located  in  the  block,  and  the  remainder 
of  the  building  is  occupied  by  the  wholesale  con¬ 
fectionery  business  of  Voegele  &  Dinning. 

Socially  Mr.  Voegele  is  an  honored  member  of 
Mansfield  Lodge  No.  19,  1.  O.  O.  F. ;  Madison 
Lodge  No.  26,  K.  P.,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
the  secretary;  and  Pearl  Lodge  No.  23,  K.  of  H., 


of  which  he  is  a  past  dictator,  and  is  also  at  the 
present  time  grand  dictator  of  the  order  in  the 
state  of  Ohio.  At  the  1905  convention  of  the 


William  F.  Voegele. 

Ohio  Coal  Dealers’  Association  he  was  elected 
president,  and  was  re-elected  at  the  convention  of 
1906,  held  at  Put-in-Bay  last  week. 

As  a  citizen  he  ever  stands  ready  to  discharge 
any  duty  devolving  upon  him,  and  as  a  business 
man  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  genial,  pleasing  man¬ 
ner  makes  him  popular,  and  he  has  a  host  of 
warm  friends  in  the  city  which  has  so  long  been 
his  home. 


Pennsylvania  Coal  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  statement  ot 
the  coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  June 
thirtieth,  with  comparisons,  is  as  follows : 


Weekend,  Year  to  Year  to 

Short  tons —  June  30, ’06.  June  30, ’06.  July  1, ’06. 

Anthracite  coal .  99,433  2,085,135  2,359,843 

Bituminous  coal . 679,482  15,520,211  13.934,944 

Coke  . 230,950  6,294,691  6,480,985 


Total  . .909,865  23,900,037  21.775,772 
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First  Pow-Wow  of  the  F^okoals  a  Great  Success. 


Wednesday,  July  elcvcntli,  I'.iOO,  will  go  down 
into  liistory  as  a  rcd-letler  day  for  that  rai)idly 
{^rowing  organization  the  Kokotils.  1  he  first  ;in- 
nual  povv  wow  was  an  ini(|ualilied  Miecess  and 
the  officers  who  guided  the  destiny  of  this  or- 
g.'inization  through  its  first  yetir  s  trials  have 
every  reason  to  he  proud  of  their  culniinaling 
effort. 

d  he  po\v  wow  was  calk'd  to  order  in  the  ban¬ 
quet  hall  of  the  Auditorium  hy  Modoc  Ihirclay 
and  representatives  from  a  dozen  states  answered 
the  roll-call.  An  ehiipient  address  of  welcome 
was  delivered  hy  Mr.  C.  L.  Dering  and  the  rc- 
siionse  wtis  mtide  hy  Modoc  Ihirchiy. 

'flic  I’ictor’s  annual  report  was  :i_n  interestitig 
document,  as  it  was  iiractically  a  history  of  the 


the  first  Koruskation  and  initiation  was  held  in 
Chicago.  And  yet  in  this  brief  space  of  time  it 
has  become  a  national  organization  with  a  mem¬ 
bership  scattered  through  twenty-one  states,  ex¬ 
tending  from  Kansas  and  Nebraska  in  the  west 
to  Massachusetts  and  New  llampshirc  in  the  cast, 
and  from  Canada  in  the  north  to  Georgia  and 
'fcimessec  in  the  south. 

'fhe  membership  by  states  in  numerical  order 
is  as  follows:  Illinois,  2:J1  ;  Minnesota,  120; 
New  York,  !)1  ;  Michigan,  80;  Iowa,  00;  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  57 ;  I’ennsylvania,  -IS;  Ohio,  45;  Connecticut, 
1);  Indiana,  22;  Massachusetts,  22;  Canada  20; 
Missouri,  12;  Kansas,  i:i;  Nebraska,  4;  New 
llampshirc,  2;  Oklahoma,  1;  South  Dakota,  1; 
North  Dakota,  1;  'I'ennessec,  1;  Georgia,  1. 


general  call  to  all  traveling  coal  salesmen  to  meet 
at  the  same  place  on  October  fourteenth  for  the 
inirposc  of  perfecting  the  organization. 

In  response  to  this  call  forty-seven  attended 
the  meeting  on  October  fourteenth,  while  letters 
were  read  from  over  thirty  others  expressing  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  jilan  and  a  desire  to  be  counted  in 
on  anything  that  was  done. 

.After  informal  discussion  it  was  voted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  organization,  after  which  the  pres¬ 
ent  constitution  and  bj-laws  were  adopted  section 
by  section. 

Suggestions  for  a  name  were  called  for,  but 
as  there  was  such  a  wide  difference  of  opinion, 
a  cointnittee  of  five  was  ffirmally  appointed  to 
sitggest  three  names  from  which  the  convention 


Waiting  for  the  First  Course  at  the  Auditorium  Banquet. 


organization  from  the  first  meeting,  which  was 
held  on  October  fourteenth,  1905,  up  to  the  first 
pow  wow. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Pictor. 

Brother  Kokoals Reports  and  statistics  are 
generally  dry  and  tiresome,  but  if  it  be  true  that 
a  story  of  success  is  always  interesting,  then  the 
history  of  what  the  Order  Kokoal  has  accom¬ 
plished  in  less  than  a  year  of  existence  should 
not  be  a  bore  to  you. 

A  year  ago  Kokoal  was  unplanned  and  un¬ 
thought  of,  although  a  few  of  us  had  dreamed 
and  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  some  such  organ¬ 
ization  might  he  formed  in  the  coal  trade. 

For  while  this  is  the  first  annual  pow  wow,  it 
is  only  nine  months  since  the  Order  Kokoal  was 
organized,  and  only  eight  months  tonight  since 


The  Order  Kokoal  is  the  development  of  an 
idea  for  which  we  have  to  thank  our  brothers 
in  the  lumber  trade,  whose  wonderfully  success¬ 
ful  House  of  Hoo  Hoo  we  have  been  able  to 
pattern  after,  and  with  so  much  success  that  they 
are  already  proud  to  acknowledge  us  as  their 
baby. 

]\Iembers  of  the  coal  trade  had  watched  Hoo 
Hoo  and  wondered  why  they  couldn’t  have  a 
similar  organization,  but  the  first  tangible  step 
toward  the  Order  Kokoal  came  on  September 
second,  1905,  when,  in  response  to  a  call  sent  out 
by  your  present  Pictor,  Messrs.  George  M.  Bar¬ 
clay,  J.  B.  Foster,  H.  B.  DePuy,  Paul  F.  Irwin, 
H.  K.  McCullough,  J.  N.  McCabe,  I^I.  M.  Mor¬ 
row,  Arthur  M.  Hull  and  Elmer  Martin  met  at 
the  Great  Northern  Hotel  in  Chicago,  and  after 
electing  Mr.  Barclay  as  temporary  chairman  and 
Mr.  Hull  temporary  secretary,  voted  to  issue  a 


should  choose.  This  was  done  and  the  name 
Order  Kokoal  was  unanimously  adopted,  as  was 
also  the  committee’s  suggestion  in  regard  to  the 
pin  and  Modoc  Barclay’s  suggestion  for  the 
motto,  “Come  on  and  lift,”  which  has  become 
such  a  familiar  and  popular  slogan  in  the  coal 
trade. 

The  present  officers  were  then  elected,  after 
which  it  was  voted  that  the  charter  list  should 
comprise  those  who  paid  their  dues  previous  to 
November  first,  provided  they  were  present  at 
the  organization  meeting  or  had  already  written 
in  agreeing  to  abide  by  the  vote  of  those  attending 
the  meeting. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  story  of  how  Kokoal  came 
to  be.  Its  rapid  growth  since  that  time  is  more 
or  less  familiar  to  all  of  you.  From  the  outset 
we  have  indeed  been  fortunate  in  securing  the 
active  co-operation  and  enthusiastic  support  of 
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many  of  the  leading  coal  men  in  different  sec¬ 
tions,  and  I  defy  any  one  to  pick  a  more  repre¬ 
sentative  set  of  men  out  of  the  various  branches 
of  the  coal  trade  than  is  embraced  in  the  first 
1,000  members  of  the  Order  Kokoal. 

Naturally  this  has  added  greatly  in  giving  the 
organization  prestige  and  standing,  and  as  you 
know  the  O.  K.  pin  is  now  generally  looked  upon 
in  the  coal  trade  as  a  mark  of  honor  and  a  badge 
of  distinction. 

I  doubt  if  any  similar  organization  has  ever  met 
with  such  a  remarkable  growth.  During  the 
eight  months  thirty-three  Koruskations  have  been 
held  in  twenty-one  different  cities,  located  in 
thirteen  various  states  and  classes  entered  for 
membership  as  follows ; 


1905. 

October  14 — Chicago,  Ill . 75  Charter  List 

November  11 — Chicago,  Ill . 38  Initiated 

December  2 — Rockford,  Ill . 30  Initiated 

December  14 — Milwaukee,  Wis . 69  Initiated 

December  14 — New  Haven,  Conn .  11  Initiated 

December  28 — Chicago,  Ill .  16  Initiated 

December  29— Buffalo,  N.  Y .  12  Initiated 

1906. 

January  6 — Cleveland,  Ohio  .  6  Initiated 

January  17— Pittsburg,  Pa . 31  Initiated 

January  17 — -Springfield,  Mass .  10  Initiated 

January  18 — Indianapolis,  Ind .  3  Initiated 

January  18 — Minneapolis,  Minn . 42  Initiated 

January  19 — Buffalo,  N.  Y .  16  Initiated 

January  31 — New  Haven,  Conn . 20  Initiated 

February  2— Cleveland,  Ohio  .  6  Initiated 

February  8— Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa  .  39  Initiated 

February  15— Chicago,  Ill .  15  Initiated 

February  15 — Pittsburg,  Pa .  11  Initiated 

March  12— Pittsburg,  Pa .  3  Initiated 

March  16— Grand  Rapids,  Mich . 50  Imitated 

March  17 — Ann  Arbor,  Mich .  10  Initiated 

March  23— Buffalo,  N.  Y . 25  Initiated 

March  29— St.  Paul,  Minn . 37  Imitated 

April  12— Chicago,  Ill .  31  Initiated 

April  12 — New  York  City,  N.  Y .  50  Initiated 

April  20 — Hartford,  Conn .  15  Initiated 

May  2.5 — Springfield,  Mass .  9  Initiated 

June  6 — Fort  Wayne,  Ind .  64  Initiated 

Tune  14 — Rock  Island,  Ill .  44  Initiated 

June  19 — St.  Paul,  Minn . 60  Initiated 

June  20 — Burlington,  \Y .  14  Initiated 

Tune  21 — Kansas  City,  Mo . 22  Initiated 

July  6 — Put-in-Bay,  Ohio  .  20  Initiated 


In  addition  to  the  above,  who  have  been  duly 
initiated,  there  are  considerably  over  a  hundred 
applications  on  file  from  different  cities  who  are 
awaiting  an  opportunity  to  attend  a  Koruskation, 
take  the  obligation  and  become  lifters,  so  that 
you  will  see  for  a  youngster  Kokoal  is  in  a  de¬ 
cidedly  healthy  condition. 

Naturally  this  gratifying  progress  in  such  a 
few  months’  time  has  taken  a  great  deal  of  work, 
particularly  so  as  it  has  spread  over  such  a  wide 
territory,  and  your  Pictor  desires  at  this  time 
to  publicly  thank  his  associates  of  the  Eleven  Sen¬ 
tries,  together  with  the  various  Skouts  and  other 
enthusiastic  Kokoals  who  have  taken  such  a  great 
interest  in  the  order,  and,  who  have  at  all  times 
been  so  willing  to  do  everything  in  their  power 
to  get  the  Order  Kokoal  started  in  their  re¬ 
spective  localities  and  who  have  helped  to  pull 
off  such  uniformly  successful  Koruskations. 

There  has,  of  course,  been  a  vast  amount  of 
detail  in  arranging  the  various  Koruskations, 
made  especially  hard  because  we  have  had  no 
precedents  to  guide  us,  but  we  have  been  un¬ 
usually  fortunate  in  finding  every  one  willing  to 
“Come  on  and  lift”  and  perfectly  willing  to  over¬ 
look  any  crudities  or  hitches  in  the  exemplifica¬ 
tion  of  the  degree  work. 

In  fact,  if  anything  our  order  has  grown  too 
fast.  That  is,  it  has  taken  all  the  spare  time,  and 
with  some  of  us  more  than  our  spare  time,  to  per¬ 
fect  systems  for  the  proper  handling  of  the 
affairs  of  the  order  in  all  sections  and  render  the 
necessary  aid  and  assistance  in  rounding  up  the 
initial  classes  in  the  different  cities  before  the 
enthusiasm  should  begin  to  wane. 

In  adddition  to  this  it  has  been  necessary  for 
the  Eleven  Sentries  to  make  rules  that  would  suit 
the  conditions  and  meet  the  ideas  of  those  in 
different  sections,  so  far  as  the  constitution  would 
allow  them.  This  also  has  taken  much  thought, 
for,  as  is  well  known,  where  there  are  a  thousand 
men  you  are  more  than  apt  to  find  a  thousand 
different  ideas,  but  we  have  been  singularly  for¬ 
tunate  in  meeting  a  broadminded  spirit  wherever 
Kokoal  has  gone,  and  the  members  have  in¬ 
variably  shown  themselves  to  be  boosters  in  every 
sense  of  the  word. 

Your  Sentries  believe  they  have  succeeded  m 
laying  a  good,  broad,  strong  foundation  for  the 
Order  Kokoal,  and  that  coming  years  will  see  it 
grow  even  more  rapidly  than  in  the  past,  until 
it  is  the  most  potent  and  influential  factor  for 
good  that  there  is  in  the  coal  trade. 

While  Kokoal’s  prime  object  is  good  fellowship, 


there  is  the  underlying  principle  of  square  deal¬ 
ing  and  honorable  business  transactions  which 
can  not  fail  to  make  it  a  permanent  and  lasting 
force. 

Again  thanking  you  most  cordially  for  your 
many  courtesies  and  kindnesses  toward  me  while 
holding  the  office  of  Pictor,  I  sincerely  hope  you 
will  be  equally  good  to  my  successor,  for  without 
your  enthusiastic  support  he  will  not  be  able  to 
make  the  showing  of  progress  which  you  will  be 
anxious  to  hear  at  the  next  pow  wow. 


RECEIPTS. 


To  894  initiation  fees  . $3 

To  894  annual  dues  .  1 

To  subscription  for  band  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 

Febriiary  3,  1906  . 

To  subscription  for  San  Francisco  re’ief  fund.. 
To  suppers  for  old  members,  Springfield,  Mass., 

Koruskation  . 

To  duplicate  pins  and  badges  . 

To  miscellaneous  receipts  . . 


,674.34 

,045.98 

29.00 

135.00 

15.00 

15.35 

35.74 


Total  receipts  . $4,950.41 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Out  of  this  money  has  been  paid  the  expenses  of 
calling  and  holding  34  Koruskations  in  21  dif¬ 
ferent  cities,  including  the  customary  luncheons 
and  entertainments;  the  cost  of  the  pins  and 
badges,  printed  matter  and  postage,  four  sets 
of  paraphernalia  and  the  other  expenses  of 
the  order,  as  covered  by  vouchers  Nos.  1  to 
135  on  file  in  the  Pictor’s  office,  which  have 
been  duly  approved  by  your  Modoc  Mazumer 
and  Gazook  to  the  amount  of  . $4,774.34 


Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  order 

of  . . $  176.07 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  above,  our  finances  are 
in  a  good  healthy  condition.  Naturally  the  first 


The  New  Modoc — A.  O.  Tandy. 

year  of  any  organization  is  the  most  trying,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  a  financial  point  of  view.  We  have 
had  no  precedents  to  serve  as  a  guide  in  the  way 
of  estimating  expenses,  while  the  preliminary 
work  of  getting  initial  classes  rounded  up  and 
the  order  formally  launched  in  new  territories 
has  taken  money,  we  have  been  especially  for¬ 
tunate  in  being  able  to  keep  our  general  expendi¬ 
tures  remarkably  low.  Every  Koruskation  held  by 
the  Order  Kokoal  has  shown  a  balance  on  the 
right  side  of  the  ledger.  When  it  is  taken  into 
consideration  how  many  other  new  organizations 
have  considered  themselves  fortunate  if  only  a 
small  deficit  was  shown,  the  unparalleled  growth 
of  Kokoal  will  be  the  better  appreciated. 

Election  of  Officers. 

The  nominating  committee  made  a  wise  selec¬ 
tion  of  candidates  and  from  a  geographical 
standpoint  the  selection  could  not  be  improved 
upon,  as  the  offices  were  scattered  from  Minne¬ 
sota  to  Connecticut.  The  following  officers 
were  elected  by  a  unanimous  vote; 

Modoc — A.  O.  Tandy,  Chicago. 

Baron — Pratt  Thompson,  New  Haven,  Conn. 

Baronel— H.  W.  Shadle,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Baronet — W.  G.  Conkright,  Pittsburg. 

Pictor— Arthur  M.  Hull,  Chicago. 

Mazumer — Chas.  E.  Lester,  New  York  city. 

Gazook — D.  L.  Tuttle,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Pitboss— A.  B.  Knowlson,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


Acolyte — A.  L.  Langtry,  Milwaukee. 

Swatta — Erank  Gable,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Spotta — Ford  R.  Cate,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

the  new  leader  of  the  Kokoals,  A.  O.  Tandy, 
has  been  identified  with  the  coal  trade  for  the 
past  fourteen  years,  and  was  secretary  of  the 
old  Chicago  Coal  Exchange  for  four  consecu¬ 
tive  terms.  Mr.  Tandy  was  born  in  Pike  county. 
Illinois,  October  eighteenth,  1873,  and  is  the  son 
of  Dr.  T.  S.  Tandy,  who  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  Wabash  railroad  in  its  early 
days.  His  first  business  experience  was  as 
editor  and  manager  of  the  Cameron  Vindicator, 
a  weekly  and  daily  newspaper  published  at 
Cameron,  Mo.  Tiring  of  newspaper  work,  he 
sold  his  paper  and  came  to  Chicago,  where  he 
cast  his  lot  with  the  Island  Coal  Co.  After  a 
short  time  he  was  made  manager  of  that  com¬ 
pany  and  occupied  this  position  for  ten  years, 
lie  also  became  interested  in  the  retail  concern 
of  Ogle,  Hubbard  &  Tandy,  and  was  manager 
of  their  yards  on  the  west  side.  When  the 
Vandalia  Coal  Co.  was  organized  that  combina¬ 
tion  took  over  the  Island  Coal  Co.  and  the  plant 
of  Ogle,  Hubbard  &  Tandy,  and  Mr.  Tandy 
was  appointed  northwestern  manager,  with  head¬ 
quarters  i.n  the  Monadnock  building,  Chicago. 
With  his  wide  acquaintance  in  the  trade  and  the 
experience  he  gained  while  connected  with  the 
Chicago  Coal  Exchange  he  should  prove  a  wise 
and  able  leader  for  the  Kokoals  during  the  next 
yxar. 

Kokoal  Notes. 


In  the  evening  a  koruskation  was  held  and 
twenty-two  members  added  to  the  list.  The 
koruskation  was  well  attended  and  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  members  enjoyed  the  initiation  ceremonies 
and  the  baniiuel  which  followed.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  new  members  admitted  at  the 
koruskation:  P.  C.  Richard,  David  Reid,  J.  M. 
Wells,  Sidney  P.  Hostler,  Ray  B.  Hammond, 
Henry  E.  Daniels,  George  W.  Reed,  W.  J.  Dillon. 
Morton  Otis,  J.  C.  Smith,  W.  H.  McCoy,  Harley 
A.  Huskey,  Addison  W.  Kelly,  W.  D.  Preston, 
Henry  Gooley,  A.  K.  Mordue,  Joseph  Leiter, 
Leslie  Mullen,  C.  H.  Jones,  .Vrthur  J.  Knowles, 
C.  B.  Ebbert  and  Eugene  .-\mbler. 

The  next  pow  wow  will  be  in  Pittsburg  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  the  seventh  month.  It's  up  to  the 
Smoky  City  aggregation  to  get  busy. 

The  newly  elected  eleven  sentries  were  not  able 
to  meet  on  Thursday,  as  only  two  were  in  the 
city.  The  appointment  of  scouts  will  be  made 
later,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  sentry  will 
probably  determine  the  selection  of  the  scout  for 
his  territory. 


A.  Rumpler,  representing  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co. 
at  Indianapolis,  is  one  of  the  energetic  braves  of 
the  Hoosier  State  and  he  hopes  to  get  a  class 
together  of  at  least  twenty-five  at  an  early  date. 

In  behalf  of  the  Black  Diamond  team  E.  M. 
Sands  issued  a  challenge  to  the  Pittsburgers  for 
a  game  of  baseball  to  be  played  during  the  next 
annual  pow  wow. 

A  knocker  is  a  fellow  who  is  not  able  to  keep 
up  with  the  times  and  is  mad  about  it.  'The 
object  of  the  Kokoals  is  to  bring  this  sort  into 
the  folds,  and  when  he  gets  in  he  can  not  help  but 
see  he  is  fighting  himself  harder  than  he  is  any 
one  else.  A  hard  knocker  generally  makes  a 
good  booster. 

The  Welsh  Coal  Market. 


Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  of  London  and  Cardiff,  under 
date  of  June  twenty-seventh,  report  the  Welsh 
coal  market  as  follows:  Supplies  continue  scarce 
and  the  market  is  firm. 


Best  Welsh  steam  coal. $4. 14  Seconds  . $3.66 

Seconds  .  3.96  Best  small  steam  coal  2.64 

Thirds  .  3.78  Seconds  .  2.52 

Dry  coals  .  3.42  Other  sorts  .  2.40 

Best  Monmouthshire.  .3.90 

The  above  prices  for  Cardiff  coal  are  all  f.  o.  b. 
Cardiff,  Penarth  or  Barry,  while  those  for  Mon¬ 
mouthshire  descriptions  are  f.  o.  b.  Newport, 
both  exclusive  of  wharfage,  but  inclusive  of  ex¬ 
port  duty,  and  are  for  cash  in  thirty  days,  less 
254  per  cent  discount. 

Freight  market — There  is  no  change.  Rates  are 


Algiers 


Naples 


$1.38 

1.20 

1.45 

1.50 

1  a<> 

Aden  . 

Colombo  . 

Singapore  . 

Sabang  . 

_ $2.16 

_ 2.40 

_ 2.64 

_  2.62 

_  1.66 

_  1.68 

1.20 

_ 3.12 

1.86 

Buenos  Ayres  . . 

_ 3.36 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  14 


Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  July  13. 

While  tlic  anthracite  trade  was  curtailed  the 
past  week,  both  in  production  and  in  the  amount 
of  business  transacted,  by  the  intervention  of 
the  holiday,  it  is  slightly  improved  at  this  time, 
now  that  things  are  getting  back  again  to  normal 
conditions.  That  the  usual  amount  of  business 
is  being  done  in  comparison  with  former  years 
is  indicated  by  the  shipments  for  the  month 
of  June,  which  were  5,076,018  tons,  only  a  little 
under  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  giv¬ 
ing  an  average  production  from  the  mines,  al¬ 
though  not  up  to  their  full  capacity. 

The  output  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  is,  however,  5,331,196  tons  below  that  of 
last  year  during  the  same  period  of  time,  which 
is  estimated  as  being  more  than  enough  to  offset 
the  excess  stocks  held  in  dealers’  and  consumers’ 
hands  from  the  purchases  made  against  a  strike. 
This  augurs  favorably  for  a  good  fall  and  winter 
trade,  which  is  also  evidenced  by  the  fact  that 
the  tonnage  produced  since  the  suspension  has 
been  entirely  absorbed,  there  being  none  of  it  in 
stock. 

The  development  of  orders  so  far  this  month 
is  quite  encouraging  from  what  was  anticipated, 
most  shippers  reporting  enough  business  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  coal  coming  forward,  and  the  ton¬ 
nage  is  moving  off  without  interruption. 

Another  feature  of  the  market  that  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  occur  with  the  advance  on  the  first  of 
the  month  was  the  cancelling  of  orders  that 
were  not  shipped  during  June  at  the  then  cur¬ 
rent  prices,  but  this  did  not  become  effective 
to  any  extent,  most  of  these  June  orders  being 
renewed  at  the  July  price  and  insisting  on  de¬ 
livery.  This  is  particularly  true  of  the_  all  rail 
trade,  which,  according  to  past  experience,  is 
more  uncertain  in  its  maintenance  because  of  a 
frequent  duplication  of  orders  in  different  ship¬ 
pers’  hands.  On  this  account  it  seemed  to  be  a 
foregone  conclusion  that  when  the  requirements 
had  been  furnished  from  one  of  the  sources  the 
others  would  be  turned  down,  as  the  change  in 
price  schedule  became  effective. 

This  was  not  proven  to  be  the  case,  rather 
evidencing  that  the  supplies  of  coal  in  stock  on 
this  class  of  trade  are  not  yet  up  to  Jhe  amount 
they  desire.  Regular  orders  are  coming  in  from 
it,  and  it  is  now  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
reliable  sources  of  business  for  the  summer 
months,  which  are  usually  dull,  especially  at  the 
tidewater  ports.  Owing  to  this  status,  the  all¬ 
rail  trade  is  receiving  more  attention  at  this 


time  and  may  in  the  future  be  placed  in  the 
same  class  of  importance  as  the  tide  shipments. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  inclined  to  be 
light,  dealers  making  but  small  deliveries  from 
their  yards,  which  is  usual  during  the  heated 
term,  and  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  stock 
they  acquired  earlier  in  the  season  remains  un¬ 
shipped.  This  is  having  its  effect  upon  the  dis¬ 
charging  of  the  coal  as  it  reaches  the  shipping 
port.  While  the  demand  from  the  sound  and 
further  eastern  points  has  also  become  lighter 
it  is  not  improving  conditions  for  shippers, 
though  the  demand  for  coal  in  other  localities 
prevents  any  accumulation  at  the  loading  ports, 
and  keeps  the  market  strong. 

The  heavier  shipments  are  now  going  further 
west  to  more  distant  all-rail  points  that  have 
heretofore  received  but  little  coal.  There  is  a 
good  demand  for  tonnage  from  localities  west 
and  north  from  the  mines,  these  requiring  box 
cars,  which  are,  however,  not  always  available. 

The  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  labor  to 
load  them  is  also  delaying  this  trade  considerably. 
Mines  are  in  sufficient  number  for  the  full 
equipment  of  all  mines,  but  outside  labor  is  very 
short,  interfering  in  the  movement  of  coal  as 
above  stated. 

The  steam  grades  are  the  only  sizes  that  are 
inclined  to  be  heavy  by  a  lack  of  demand, 
though  this  does  not  include  pea  coal,  which 
continues  active  and  is  in  cases  short  of  what  is 
needed. 

Slight  Improvement  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
is  reported  in  some  quarters  as  being  improved, 
while  other  localities  view  the  situation  as  un¬ 
changed  from  the  recent  period  of  dullness.  It 
may  be  slightly  affected  in  some  directions,  by 
the  low  ocean  freights  prevailing,  and  we  know 
of  certain  people  taking  advantage  of  the  rate 
now  ruling.  This  is  not  general,  yet  it  helps 
to  tide  over  the  dull  period,  until  the  fall  busi¬ 
ness  again  sets  in.  Trade  when  it  comes  is 
likely  to  be  of  a  sporadic  character,  coming  only 
in  spurts  for  the  next  two  months. 

This  is  having  its  effect  upon  the  mines,  and  in 
instances  the  production  from  them  is  being 
reduced  to  a  point  where  it  is  a  question  of 
holding  the  men  at  work  by  the  individual 
colliery  owners.  Operation  will  probably  con¬ 
tinue  on  this  basis  until  the  fall  demand  appears. 

Light  draught  ports  are  taking  _  about  their 
monthly  proportions  of  coal,  recognizing  the  ad¬ 
vance  in  ocean  freights  that  will  take  place 


later  in  the  season,  and  the  accompanying  diffi¬ 
culty  to  secure  available  vessels  by  reason  of 
the  high  outside  freights  quoted.  Indeed,  al¬ 
ready  the  demand  for  craft  on  outside  freights, 
both  to  go  cast  and  west,  is  producing  a  scar¬ 
city  of  the  lighter  draught  vessels  and  making 
the  ocean  freights  stronger  than  they  otherwise 
would  be. 

There  are  no  general  embargoes  on  at  the 
shipping  ports  in  New  York  harbor,  as  was 
the  case  a  week  ago,  and  the  stocks  at  the  then 
affected  ports  are  thought  to  have  been  reduced, 
as  the  policy  of  the  transportation  companies  is 
to  restore  shippers  to  good  standing  as  they 
release  the  coal  from  cars.  There  are  still  some 
individual  shippers  embargoed  at  Port  Reading. 
It  is  evident  that  this  coal  has  not  been  moved, 
and  it  apparently  is  unprovided  for  as  yet. 

Little  Change  in  Bituminous  Prices. 

Prices,  however,  have  shown  no  change  and 
the  better  grades  continue  to  bring  from  $2.60 
to  $2.75  and  the  West  Virginia  steam  coals 
about  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports  in  this 
harbor. 

The  labor  situation  in  central  Pennsylvania  is 
reaching  a  critical  period  and  some  action  may 
be  taken  during  the  current  week,  enabling  the 
men  to  return  to  work.  As  the  result  of  propo¬ 
sitions  being  presented  by  both  sides  to  the 
controversy  during  the  past  week,  following  the 
meeting  held  in  Philadelphia  by  the  operators, 
something  definite  is  almost  sure  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  on. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  taking  on  a  little 
more  coal  than  it  was,  but  is  not  of  an  amount 
to  make  it  material.  Shoal  water  ports  are  more 
active  than  those  having  deep  water.  The  stock 
of  coal  in  hand  does  not  appear  to  be  as  much 
reduced  as  one  would  expect,  but  it  has  no 
doubt  been  increased  by  an  occasional  cargo 
now  and  then  accepted  under  pressure,  which 
probably  accounts  for  the  slow  depletion  of 
stocks. 

Business  along  the  sound  is  very  quiet,  and 
the  disposition  of  the  trade  is  to  take  its  coal 
all  rail  instead  of  by  tidewater.  The  coastwise 
vessel  market  does  not  show  a  full  supply  of 
craft  and  rates  are  firmer.  We  quote  from 
Philadelphia  as  follows :  Boston,  Salem  and  Port¬ 
land,  60@70c;  to  the  sound,  55c;  Lynn,  80c; 
Newburyport  and  Bangor,  80@85c;  Portsmouth, 
70@75c;  Bath,  70c;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and 
towage. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  July  13. — Quite  naturally  the  week 
has  been  one  of  the  dullest  in  the  anthracite  trade 
recorded  in  a  long  time.  Some  of  the  big  com¬ 
panies  were  closed  down  for  the  entire  week  of 
the  Fourth  of  July,  and  the  result  is  a  decrease  in 
not  only  the  output,  but  in  the  amount  forwarded 
from  the  mines.  As  no  one  is  particularly  anxious 
to  talk  business,  the  reduction  in  the  volume  of 
receipts  is  not  considered  seriously. 

The  most  important  event  of  the  week  in  local 
circles  was  the  excursion  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western  to  the  mines.  After  spending 
the  day  in  Buffalo,  inspecting  coal  dock  facilities 
and  making  a  trip  out  to  Cheektowaga  to  look 
over  the  longest  coal  trestle  in  the  world,  a  large 
party  of  members  of  the  Canadian  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  departed  on  Tuesday  evening. 
The  party,  which  was  in  charge  of  D.  E.  Russell, 
general  northern  sales  agent  of  the  Lackawanna 
Coal  Co.  here,  will  inspect  the  anthracite  mines 
owned  by  the  company  and  points  of  interest 
along  the  route.  The  party  is  expected  to  return 
to  Buffalo  on  Saturday. 

Among  the  local  coal  men  who  went  on  the 
trip  were  D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. ;  William  T. 
Roberts,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Erie;  W.  E. 
Dowle,  assistant  general  freight  agent  of  the 


Lackawanna;  Col.  J.  H.  Horton,  former  northern 
sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  and 
several  retail  dealers.  A  most  enjoyable  trip  is 
promised,  for  the  Lackawanna  people  are  liberal 
entertainers. 

There  was  practically  no  change  in  the  quantity 
of  coal  forwarded  by  lake  as  compared  with  the 
previous  week.  The  total  was  only  65,875  tons, 
distributed  as  follows :  Milwaukee,  15,200 ;  Bay 
City,  1,000;  Port  Huron,  600;  Sheboygan,  3,600; 
Chicago,  29,190;  Duluth,  8,100;  Green  Bay,  1,060; 
Superior,  2,500;  Waukegan,  2,300;  Depere,  900; 
Cleveland,  1,200;  Penitauqueshine,  225  tons. 
Chicago  this  week  gets  the  bulk  of  the  forward¬ 
ing,  the  amount  reaching  almost  one-half  of  the 
total  shipment. 

Buffalo  sales  agents  speak  confidently  of  a  good 
fall  business.  They  are  assured  that  the  dealers 
who  stocked  up  heavily  in  anticipation  of  a  strike 
have  unloaded  a  good  portion  of  the  holdings 
and  will  soon  be  coming  into  the  market  for  a 
new  supply.  It  will  be  a  week  j'et  before  the 
usual  last  of  the  month  rush  begins.  In  the  mean¬ 
time,  holdover  orders  from  June  are  being  filled, 
though  in  some  cases  these  orders  have  been  can¬ 
celed.  Taken  altogether,  however,  the  month  will 
not  be  far  behind  the  average  holiday  season. 
Nobody  ever  counts  on  great  activity  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  Local  retail  trade  is  as  dead  as  the 


proverbial  door  nail,  and  the  dealers  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  fact  to  enjoy  their  annual  vaca¬ 
tions. 

In  the  bituminous  market  prices  continue  firm, 
Pittsburg  being  strong  at  $1.05  at  the  mines  and 
$2.50  at  the  bridge  for  mine-run.  It  is  stated 
that  some  of  the  dealers  are  asking  from  five  to 
ten  cents  more  in  some  cases  and  are  getting  it. 
It  is  also  reported  that  some  of  the  parties  who 
handle  Pittsburg  coal  are  declining  to  take  new 
orders,  the  present  contracts  held  by  them  being 
all  they  see  their  w'ay  clear  to  handle.  _  So  it 
would  appear  that  there  is  some  foundation  for 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  bituminous  coal 
dealers,  that  the  market  not  only  has  an  upward 
tendency,  but  is  pretty  certain  to  advance  ma¬ 
terially  in  the  near  future. 

In  the  River  district  some  gain  in  the  number 
of  men  at  work  in  the  mines  is  reported.  It  was 
feared  the  holiday  vacation  would  operate  against 
the  mine  owners,  but  the  men  who  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  came  back  promptly,  and  even  more  men 
are  at  present  at  work  than  were  employed  on 
the  first  of  the  month. 

F.  A.  Delano,  president  of  the  Wabash,  is  in 
the  city  this  week  in  the  interest  of  his  road  in  its 
relation  to  the  terminal  site  recently  purchased 
by  the  Wabash  from  tlie  city  of  Buffalo.  While 
the  air  is  filled  with  rumors  as  to  the  probable 
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intention  of  that  corporation,  it  is  pretty  reason¬ 
able  to  suppose  that  the  prime  purpose  of  the 
road  in  acquiring  the  extensive  property  secured 
is  to  make  provision  for  the  handling  of  its 
freight  business.  While  positive  statements  have 
been  made  from  time  to  time  that  a  big  passenger 
station  was  contemplated,  Mr.  Delano  would  not 
admit  that  there  was  a  certainty  of  such  use  being 
made  of  the  property. 

Invitations  have  been  issued  for  the  annual 
outing  of  coal  operators,  which  takes  place  on 
Saturday  of  this  week.  It  will  include  a  trip 
down  the  Niagara  river,  around  Grand  Island, 
with  dinner  en  route.  The  invitations  have  been 
sent  to  about  two  hundred  prominent  coal  men 
scattered  all  over  the  country,  including  several 
of  the  most  active  operators  in  the  Pennsylvania 
districts.  Last  year  there  was  an  attendance  of 
150  bright  lights  in  the  business.  Promoters  of 
this  annual  event,  which  has  come  to  be  looked 
forward  to  with  great  anticipation,  are  E.  L. 
Hedstrom,  H.  K.  Wick  &  Co.,  Frank  Williams 
&  Co.,  William  T.  Roberts.  Much  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  the  affair  will  rest  upon  the 
broad  shoulders  of  E.  G.  Roberts,  of  the  Hed¬ 
strom  company. 

The  Mew  England  Trade, 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  12.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — While  the  anthracite  coal  trade  continues 
quiet,  the  receipts  at  this  port,  according  to  the 
figures  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
show  that  the  usual  tonnage  has  been  taken  by 
the  trade  here.  The  June  tonnage  aggregated 
190,089  tons,  an  increase  of  only  thirty-six  tons 
over  the  same  month  last  year ;  for  the  six  months 
past  the  receipts  were  785,970  tons,  a  decrease 
of  202,597  tons  from  last  year  for  the  correspond¬ 
ing  period.  According  to  these  figures  there  must 
still  remain  an  amount  of  business  in  this  market 
that  will  become  available  to  shippers  as  the  sea¬ 
son  advances,  being  merely  delayed  by  individual 
causes. 

The  trade  reports  for  the  current  month’s  pur¬ 
chases,  seem  to  indicate  that  a  fair  amount  of 
business  will  develop,  as  already  there  is  enough 
in  hand  to  cover  the  shipments  contracted  for  by 
the  wholesale  houses.  The  really  dull  feature  at 
the  moment,  is  the  lack  of  demand  at  retail,  which 
has  fallen  off  to  a  great  extent,  by  reason  of  the 
consumers  being  away  from  their  city  homes  and 
those  remaining  having  bought  their  coal  at  an 
earlier  period.  This  shortage  of  orders  is  not, 
however,  affecting  the  dealers  in  the  way  of  re¬ 
ducing  their  purchases  at  wholesale,  as  with 
greater  activity  anticipated  in  the  fall  months, 
they  are  figuring  to  put  in  enough  coal  to  tide 
them  over  that  period  in  order  to  reduce  the  aver¬ 
age  cost  on  their  total  supply.  The  all-rail 
demand  is  comparatively  good  and  is  apparently 
in  need  of  all  that  has  been  ordered  up  to  this 
time.  There  were  few  cancellations  of  orders 
on  the  first  of  the  month  and  quite  a  number  of 
new  ones  have  since  come  in,  giving  this  class 
of  trade  a  very  hopeful  aspect  as  to  its  future. 

Bituminous  Market  Holding  Firm. 

No  new  features  have  developed  in  bituminous 
coal  circles,  and  the  trade  generally  is  working 
along  on  old  stocks,  showing  little  concern  about 
future  supplies.  What  tonnage  is  being  shipped 
to  these  ports  is  chiefly  on  season  contracts  and 
in  most  cases  has  to  be  urged.  Consumers,  al¬ 
though  obligated  to  take_  regular  monthly  allot¬ 
ments,  are  seemingly  making  no  effort -to  take  on 
the  coal,  regardless  of  the  fact  that  they  must 
now  have  room  after  a  three  months’  consumption 
of  their  stock,  but  as  yet  they  are  not  willing 
to  accept  consignments  of  cargoes.  Light  draught 
ports  are  more  active  and  are  increasing  their 
orders  as  suitable  vessels  can  be  provided  for 
them. 

At  the  deepwater  discharging  oorts  the  reverse 
conditions  prevail,  and  it  is  greatly  feared  that 
when  they  send  orders  in  later  in  the  month 
there  will  be  a  dearth  of  vessels.  These  having 
already  been  accepted,  outside  freights  and  ocean 
freights  will  be  advanced  accordingly.  All  min¬ 
ing  fields  contriburing  coal  to  the  coastwise  trade 
are  reducing  their  production  from  the  mines, 
with  the  result  that  conditions  at  the  shipping 
ports  are  much  easier  and  the  stocks  accumulated 
there  have  been  to  a  great  extent  released.  The 
vessel  market  is  not  so  well  supplied  with  craft 
as  it  was  and  rates  are  firm.  The  lower  ports 
are  60@70c;  New  York,  50  @  60c. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  12. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  good  tone  pervades  the  anthra¬ 
cite  market,  and  the  demand,  while  not  active, 
is  of  a  sufficient  amount  to  take  what  coal  is 
assigned  for  this  territory.  Orders  remaining  un¬ 
filled  at  the  end  of  June  were  generally  renewed 
at  the  July  circular  prices  and  this  extension  of 
old  business  is  good  evidence  that  the  trade  is 
by  no  means  filled  up  yet.  There  is  also  a  fair 
development  of  new  business  that  is  demanding 
prompt  shipment,  no  doubt  with  the  view  of  get¬ 
ting  the  coal  in  before  prices  again  advance. 

It  is  believed  that  a  considerable  proportion 
of  the  tonnage  being  called  for  at  the  current 
delivery  price  is  to  take  advantage  of  the  twenty 
cents  discount  and  that  most  of  this  coal  will  be 
put  in  stock  for  future  use.  The  demand  at  retail 
is  naturally  quiet  with  many  of  the  householders 
away  and  those  remaining  showing  little  concern 
in  fuel  at  this  time.  This  enables  the  dealer  to 
replenish  his  stock  at  the  lowest  figures  possible 
before  September  first  when  those  dependent  on 
schools  return  from  their  vacations,  making  this 
period  the  usual  commencement  of  the  fall  de¬ 
mand.  The  movement  of  coal  from  the  mines 
is  large  and  continues  on  about  the  same  basis 
as  last  month,  though  it  is  all  absorbed  through 
the  various  channels  in  which  it  is  distributed 
with  no  accumulations  at  any  point  up  to  the 
present.  The  line  trade  proper  is  still  the  most 
active  and  receiving  the  closest  attention  by  ship¬ 
pers  to  provide  the  necessary  requirements.  At 
tidewater  things  have  quieted  down  to  an  extent 
on  the  regular  trade,  but  the  demand  for  shoal- 
water  port  shipment  is  quite  good. 

Little  Change  in  Bituminous  Situation. 

There  is  no  change  of  importance  to  note 
in  the  bituminous  coal  trade  from  that  pre¬ 
vailing  a  week  ago,  and  but  little  business  is  be¬ 
ing  transacted.  In  a  few  individual  cases  where 
producers  have  made  arrangements  to  supply  the 
customers  of  the  operators  whose  mines  are  idle, 
giving  them  this  additional  tonnage,  they  are  mov¬ 
ing  considerable  coal  and  in  a  few  instances  these 
shippers  report  that  June  was  the  best  month 
of  the  year  with  them.  This  will,  of  course,  con¬ 
tinue  while  the  miners  in  district  number  two  re¬ 
main  on  strike,  and  may  increase  as  the  season 
advances,  with  stocks  being  further  reduced.  The 
opinion,  however,  prevails  that  some  radical  steps 
will  be  taken  during  the  current  week  to  get  the 
men  to  return  to  work.  Whether  this  will  be  on 
the  open  shop  or  a  modified  condition  of  it  has 
not  yet  been  determined. 

The  agreement  of  the  operators  to  stand  to¬ 
gether  on  the  open  shop  until  after  July  first  has 
now  expired  and  still  the  men  hold  their  ground, 
while  several  additional  coal  companies  have 
signed  the  union  scale.  It  is  reported  that  an  ar¬ 
rangement  has  been  reached  between  a  union 
official  and  one  of  the  operators  whereby  the  dif¬ 
ferences  can  be  settled  and  with  the  meetings 
scheduled  later  in  the  week  it  is  now  believed  the 
men  will  go  to  work  on  July  sixteenth. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  12.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  bituminous  situation  here  is  cer¬ 
tainly  not  altogether  satisfactory,  but  the  trade 
still  takes  satisfaction  out  of  the  reflection  that 
it  might  be  worse;  that  it  was  worse  last  year 
at  the  same  time  as  a  matter  of  fact.  While 
there  is  still  a  big  movement  by  tidewater,  the 
market  as  a  whole  is  decidedly  flat  and  the  prices 
are  on  the  ragged  edge,  so  to  speak. 

The  present  somewhat  complicated  situation  in 
the  Clearfield  district,  where  only  a  part  of  the 
men  have  been  taken  back,  and  where  even  some 
of  those  interests  that  have  reached  an  agreement 
are  not  working  by  any  means  on  full  time,  is 
of  considerable  interest.  A  gentleman  who  re¬ 
cently  returned  from  the  region  had  some  deduc¬ 
tions  to  draw. 

Effect  of  Long  Clearfield  Suspension. 

“The  fact  that  the  Clearfield  people  have  not 
gone  back  has  held  the  market  up  to  where  it  is 
at  present,”  he  said.  “Most  of  the  big  consumers 
have  stocks  on  hand  which  they  accumulated 
during  the  time  of  threats  of  strike  troubles,  and 
until  more  of  this  surplus  coal  is  worked  off  a 
flat  market  is  to  be  expected.  I  rather  believe 
that  the  men  could  be  put  back  to  work  at  any 
time  desired  by  the  operating  interests  of  the 


section,  but  at  present  such  a  move  would  do  no 
good  and  would  probably  result  in  considerable 
harm.  If  the  section  were  working  full,  this 
product  on  the  market  would  have  an  increased 
depressing  effect.  At  present  the  concerns  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  district  can  buy  what  coal  they  need 
outside  at  a  cost  but  slightly  more  than  it  would 
require  to  mine  it  themselves,  and  still  make  a 
profit  without  striking  a  blow  at  the  market  gen¬ 
erally.  Put  the  Clearfield  coal  out  now  in  com¬ 
petition  with  Myersdale  and  West  Virginia  and 
something  would  happen.  Under  such  conditions 
I  would  not  be  surprised  to  see  low  grade  coals 
offering  as  low  as  fifty  cents.” 

Prices  certainly  are  not  even  now  at  the  best. 
For  instance,  it  is  reported  that  there  were  offer¬ 
ings  of  inferior  grade  coals  in  bulk  at  the  mines 
of  eighty-five  cents.  The  prevailing  rate  is  about 
ninety  cents  for  the  lesser  grades,  however,  about 
$1  to  $1.25  for  some  of  the  better  grades,  and  on 
up  to  $1.50  for  the  Georges  Creek  product. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wheelwright,  of  the  Consolidation 
Coal  Co.,  who  has  just  returned  from  a  European 
trip,  says  that  he  finds  industrial  conditions  here 
upon  his  return  highly  encouraging,  and  sees  a 
fine  future  for  bituminous  coal,  both  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  amount  to  be  consumed  and  the 
prices  to  be  obtained. 

President  Winslow  S.  Pierce,  of  the  Western 
Maryland  railroad,  who  recently  returned  to 
Baltimore  after  an  inspection  trip  over  that  road, 
has  had  some  trouble  with  federal  authorities. 
The  captain  of  his  yacht,  the  Gondreda,  it  seems, 
failed  to  take  out  necessary  papers  in  bringing 
the  pleasure  craft  from  New  York  to  Baltimore, 
and  it  cost  Mr,  Pierce  a  fine  of  $100. 

Business  Prosperous  on  Western  Maryland. 

The  Western  Maryland  railroad  is  experiencing 
the  most  prosperous  era  in  its  history,  and  to 
meet  the  increasing  business  it  has  just  ordered 
twenty-five  more  locomotives  from  the  Baldwin 
Locomotive  Works,  for  delivery  in  December. 
Nine  extra  locomotives  have  been  leased  also  to 
provide  motive  power. 

The  anthracite  trade  here  is  running  along  in 
about  the  same  way  as  it  has  for  several  weeks. 
The  demand  is  but  fair,  and  the  stock  on  hand 
sufficient  to  prevent  any  general  push  for  the  fuel 
by  the  dealers.  The  lessened  production  of  July 
does  not  seem  to  have  any  material  effect  from  a 
strictly  local  viewpoint. 

The  annual  excursion  of  the  Baker- Whitley 
Coal  Co.  to  its  clerks  and  heads  of  departments 
was  held  last  Saturday.  The  big  sea  tug  Britannia, 
Capt.  Alonzo  Dunn,  took  the  party  to  Chesapeake 
Beach,  where  a  royal  good  time  was  had. 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

The  freight  market  during  the  past  week  \yas 
featureless,  the  only  export  coal  fixtures  being 
the  charters  of  steamer  “Urania,”.  1,579  tons  reg¬ 
ister,  Norfolk  to  Havana  at  $1.25  or  $1.35,  ac¬ 
cording  to  time  of  loading,  with  300  tons  dis¬ 
charge,  and  steamer  “Axminster,”  1,231  tons  reg¬ 
ister,  Philadelphia  to  Havana  at  $1,35,  with  350 
tons  discharge, 

A  number  of  the  boats  that  were  recently  in¬ 
quiring  for  coals  have  been  absorbed  by  other 
trades,  but  there  are  still  a  few  boats  willing  to 
accept  favorable  freight  rates  on  coals,  princi¬ 
pally  for  July  loading. 

Within  the  past  few  days  an  inquiry  for  grain 
tonnage  for  August  and  later  loading  has  sprung 
up,  and  should  this  develop  into  real  business, 
the  freight  market  will  undoubtedly  reach  a 
higher  level  in  the  near  future. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30@1.35  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.75@1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.50@1.55 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.60@1.65  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75  to 
Santiago;  $1.65@1.70  to  Colon;  $1.80  to  Port 
of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70@1.75  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.50  to  St.  Thomas ;  $1.75  to  Barbados ;  $1.60 
@1.70  to  Kingston;  $1.35@1.40  and  port  charge 
to  Curacao;  $2.45@2.50  to  Demerara;  $1.75@ 
1.85  to  Bermuda;  $1.50  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.60  to 
Tampico;  15@16s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  16@17s  to 
Rosario;  14@15s  to  Rio;  16@17s  to  Santos; 
9@10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean, 
not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded;  $5.25  and  discharged  to  Manila;  $5.75@ 
6.00  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


C.  C.  Harris,  of  Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  New 
York,  left  on  Tuesday,  prior  to  the  Fourtli,  for 
Fort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  on  a  three  weeks’  vacation. 

F.  W.  Fodisch,  of  Hite  &  Rafetto,  Philadel- 
pliia,  was  in  New  York  during  the  week  on  a 
business  trip,  and  incidentally  called  upon  some 
of  his  friends  while  in  the  city. 

H.  A.  Sweet,  connected  with  the  steamship 
department  of  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  New 
York,  left  on  Saturday  last  for  Narragansett, 
R.  1.,  where  he  will  spend  a  two  weeks’  vacation. 

A.  S.  McQueen,  New  York  manager  of  the 
Blaine  Coal  Co.,  returned  the  first  of  the  week 
from  a  visit  to  his  mother  at  Toronto,  Canada, 
his  former  home,  where  he  had  enjoyed  a  short 
vacation. 

Robert  Gordon,  senior  member  of  Robert  Gor¬ 
don  &  Son,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  accompanied  by 
his  daughter  Miss  Margaret,  who  went  abroad 
on  June  thirtieth,  expect  to  remain  in  Europe 
during  the  entire  summer. 

Commissioner  J.  Samuel  Smoot,  of  the  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  of  New  York,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Smoot,  have  engaged  quarters 
at  the  Wellington,  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  where 
they  will  reside  during  the  summer  months. 

The  Van  R.  Swezey  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.,  Bay- 
side,  L.  I.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $40,000.  The  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  Van  R.  Swezey,  Bayside ;  G.  H.  Swezey 
and  S.  E.  Swezey,  Yaphank. 

Charles  Russell  Oliver,  proprietor  of  the  Oliver 
coal  pockets,  died  at  his  home  in  Rahway,  N.  J., 
on  Tuesday  of  last  week.  He  was  born  in  1843, 
and  served  with  the  Si.xth  New  York  (Bram- 
hall)  battery  from  1801  until  1804.  Mr.  Oliver 
was  active  in  charitable  work. 

In  order  to  facilitate  its  increased  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  since  taking  over  the  Weehawken,  N.  J., 
pockets,  H.  L.  Herbert  &  Co.  have  established 
an  office  at  037  West  Forty-second  street.  In  so 
doing  the  company  will  come  in  closer  contact 
with  the  trade  controlled  by  these  deliveries. 

Lucien  Hill,  eastern  manager  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  at  New  York,  is  spending  the  summer 
as  the  guest  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  W.  S.  Kuhn, 
at  Southampton,  L.  I.  Mr.  Hill  having  the  use 
of  an  automobile  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs. 
Kuhn,  he  will  spend  his  time  away  from  busi¬ 
ness  very  agreeably. 

William  C.  Bullitt,  of  the  well  known  firm  of 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Philadelphia,  sailed 
on  the  steamship  Celtic  on  Friday.  July  thir¬ 
teenth,  from  New  York  for  Liverpool,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Bullitt.  Mr.  Bullitt  will  also 
visit  the  continent  while  abroad  and  expects  to 
be  away  for  about  two  months. 

Ralph  Neilson,  New  York  sales  agent  for  the 
Loyal  Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned  to  his 
office  on  Monday  of  this  week,  after  spending 
the  national  hoh.day  and  the  week’s  end  v.dth  his 
mother  at  Philadelphia,  and  also  renewing  for¬ 
mer  associations.  Mr.  Neilson  does  not  often 
find  time  to  absent  himself  from  business  for  any 
protracted  period. 

The  anthracite  shipments  for  June  amounted 
to  .5.676,018  tons,  as  compared  with  5,844,052 
tons  for  the  same  month  in  1905,  a  decrease  of 
168,034  tons.  This  is,  nevertheless,  a  large  ton¬ 
nage,  considering  the  backward  conditio.ns  under 
which  the  operators  have  been  laboring,  fol¬ 
lowing  the  resumption  of  the  mines.  1  his  makes 
the  total  shipment  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year  aggregate  25,334,466  tons,  as  compared 
with  30,716.997  tons  for  the  same  period  last 
year,  a  decrease  of  5,331,196  tons  for  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period. 

Nicholas  W.  Anthony,  president  of  the  North 
American  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  has  entered  into 
a  copartnership  under  the  firm  name  of  Water¬ 
man,  Anthony  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose  of  con¬ 
ducting  a  general  banking  and  brokerage  busi¬ 
ness,  with  offices  in  the  Commercial  Cable  Build¬ 


ing  Annex,  67  Exchange  Place,  New  York.  '1  he 
other  members  of  the  firm  are  E.  H.  Morgan 
Waterman,  member  of  the  New  York  Stock  Ex¬ 
change,  and  Carl  A.  Clemons,  member  of  the 
New  York  Cotton  Exchange.  Air.  Anthony  took 
up  active  duties  with  the  new  firm  on  the  first 
of  the  month,  making  his  headquarters  at  their 
offices.  'I  hough  he  will  retain,  as  president,  the 
management  of  tlie  coal  company,  he  wdll  leave 
the  details  of  the  husiness  to  his  brother,  who  is 
interested,  and  the  office  staff. 

H.  W.  Henry,  general  coal  agent  of  the  New 
York  Central  railw.ay.  New  York,  returned  on 
Monday  after  spending  two  weeks’  vacation  at 
his  ])arents’  home,  Rochester,  Vt.  Mr.  Henry 
is  too  fond  of  fishing  to  take  the  rest  cure  for 
rejuvenating,  and  much  prefers  going  after  the 
speckled  tribe,  which  he  did,  it  is  said,  with 
good  success.  All  the  streams  in  that  locality 
have  enough  trout  to  afford  some  good  sport, 
though  they  are  not  large,  but  when  one  secures 
eighteen  pounds  for  a  morning’s  catch,  as  he 
did,  it  indicates  that  he  has  made  a  big  haul. 

The  Wilkesbarre  &  Scranton  Coal  Co.,  re¬ 
cently  organized  to  take  ovgr  the  old  Hillman 
vein  mine,  located  at  Wilkesbarre,  started  opera¬ 
tions  at  the  new  breaker,  just  completed,  during 
the  week.  'I’his  mine  w;is  abandoned  over  ten 
years  ago,  as  it  w:is  believed  that  all  the  coal  had 
been  mined  out.  A  culm  bank  adjoining  the 
property,  however,  attracted  the  attention  of  sev¬ 
eral  local  capitalists  some  years  ago,  who  secured 
leases  for  the  shaft  and  the  culm  i)ilc.  '1  hey  soon 
discovered  that  there  was  a  large  amount  of 
coal  unmined,  evidently  unknown  to  the  previous 
operators.  Negotiations  were  then  entered  into 
with  Scranton  people,  who  saw  the  advantages 
of  the  proposition,  resulting  in  the  organization 
of  the  company.  I'he  only  difficulty  experienced 
at  present  is  the  scarcity  of  tniners. 

Orders  have  been  issued  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Co.  forbidding  the  transportation  of 
cars  over  its  system  lielonging  to  other  railroad 
companies  which  are  not  equipped  with  air 
brakes.  The  order  also  requires  the  division 
superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  to 
send  to  the  company’s  shops  immediatelv  all 
freight  cars  not  equipped  with  air  brakes,  that 
they  may  be  made  to  comply  with  the  rule  issued 
by  General  Manager  Atterbury,  that  all  such 
cars  shall  be  so  fitted  up.  These  instructions 
were  announced  by  the  company  the  first  of  the 
year  and  were  to  be  effective  from  July  first,  it 
also  stating  that  on  and  after  January  first,  1907, 
all  cars  for  transportation  over  its  system  must 
be  constructed  on  similar  lines  and  up  to  the 
standard  of  the  car  used  by  the  company’s  road. 

Commencing  with  July,  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road"  has  agreed  to  present  drafts  for  the  weekly 
amounts  due  on  towing  and  trimming  charges, 
on  the  coal  discharged  at  South  Amboy,  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  the  week,  instead  of  Saturday,  as  was 
the  custom  heretofore.  The  shippers  found  that 
with  the  Saturday  half  holiday  being  generally 
observed  in  the  trade  and  the  sight  drafts  not 
always  being  presented  before  twelve  o'clock, 
though  provision  had  been  made  for  them,  they 
were  later  protested  and  returned  to  the  railroad 
•  company,  owing  to  the  offices  closing  at  that  hour. 
The  matter  became  aggravating  to  some  of  the 
coal  interests,  who  took  it  up  by  correspondence 
with  the  railroad,  which  appreciated  the  situa¬ 
tion,  especially  developed  during  the  summer 
months,  and  decided  to  offer  these  drafts  for 
acceptance  on  Monday. 

J.  Blair  Kennerly,  a  coal  man  of  Philadelphia, 
closed  a  deal  on  Friday  of  last  week  by  which 
he  secures  the  entire  mining  property  of  the 
Cresson  &  Clearfield  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  compris¬ 
ing  7.200  acres  of  coal  land  in  Blair  and  Cambria 
counties,  Pennsylvania.  By  the  sale  of  this 
property  the  Widener-Dolan-Cochran  syndicate 
retires  from  active  operation.  The  mines  have 
a  daily  capacity  of  2,500  tons,  and  three  opera¬ 
tions  are  being  worked.  The  .sale  was  made  by 
State  Senator  J.  Henry  Cochran,  president  of 
the  Cresson  &  Clearfield  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Mr. 
Kennerly  has  reorganized  the  company  with  a 


capital  stock  of  $1,000,000,  and  has  taken  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  right  of  the  charter,  which  was  issued 
under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania.  The  officers 
elected  are;  President,  J.  Blair  Kennerly;  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer,  Janies  P.  Platt;  directors, 
m  addition  to  the  two  officers,  are  J.  Henry 
Kennerly  and  Arthur  Koppinger.  All  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  board  are  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Kennerly,  and  he  will  direct  the  management  of 
the  company.  The  former  interests  controlling 
the  coal  company,  besides  Senator  Cochran,  were 
1’.  .X.  B.  Widener,  vice-president,  and  Ellis  Ames 
Bullard,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  directors 
of  the  company  were  Thomas  Dolan.  N.  Brooke 
Dolan,  George  D.  Widener  and  P.  A.  B.  Wide- 
ner.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  new  owner  to 
materially  improve  the  property  by  increasing 
the  production,  and  to  put  in  blast  one  hundred 
coke  ovens  which  have  been  idle  for  several 
years. 

R.  H.  Williams  Jr.,  of  the  firm  of  Williams  & 
Peters,  New  York,  who  was  seriously  injured 
in  an  automobile  mishap  on  Thursday  night  of 
last  week,  is  at  the  latest  information  reported 
to  be  improving  and  his  recovery  is  looked  for. 
The  party  in  the  machine  were  going  along  the 
driveway  leading  from  the  Meadow  Club  house, 
L.  L,  to  the  road  at  a  moderate  rate  of  speed 
when  a  horse  and  buggy  came  suddenly  down  a 
side  road,  colliding  with  the  automobile  broad¬ 
side  and  the  horse’s  head  striking  Mr.  Williams, 
who  sat  in  the  rear,  on  the  side,  breaking  three 
ribs  and  injurijig  him  internally.  No  one  else 
was  hurt,  not  even  the  horse  or  machine,  and 
the  latter  did  good  service  in  taking  him  to  the 
clubhouse  and  in  securing  prompt  aid.  The 
accident  to  Mr,  Williams  is  deeply  regretted  by 
a  host  of  friends,  who  hope  for  a  speedy  re¬ 
covery. 

The  Erie  railroad  announced  a  few  days  ago 
that  it  had  acquired  a  site  for  a  new  freight  yard 
o.n  the  Harlem  river.  New  York,  between  East 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-ninth  and  Elast  One 
Hundred  and  Fiftieth  streets.  The  property  was 
purchased  from  Wilson  Adams  &  Co.,  and  the 
water  front  is  improved  with  docks.  The  Erie 
already  has  a  freight  yard  on  the  Harlem  river, 
but  this  is  lield  under  a  lease  and  is  used  jointly 
l)y  the  Erie  and  the  Delaware.  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad,  which  recently  purchased  the 
kind.  A  similar  condition  exists  in  South  Brook¬ 
lyn,  where  the  Lackawjuma  recently  purchased 
freight  terminals  that  were  also  used  jointly 
with  the  Erie.  It  is  expected  that  the  Erie 
will  transfer  its  Brooklyn  freight  terminals  to 
some  other  site  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease. 

The  water  department  of  New  York  city 
oi)encd  bids  on  July  third  for  furnishing  80,700 
tons  of  anthracite  coal  during  the  ensuing  year 
to  the  borough  of  Brooklyn.  The  contract  for 
the  total  amount  was  awarded  to  Howard  S. 
Bowiis,  the  lowest  bidder.  The  bids  were  as 
follows:  Norwood  avenue,  all  rail,  broken, 
1.100  tons.  H.  S.  Bowns,  $4.79;  Nelson  Bros., 
$4.89;  R.  Reimer,  $4.74;  alongside  price,  W.  P. 
W.  Haff,  $4.4;!;  Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  $4.52; 
W.  C.  IMason  &  Co..  $4.45;  at  the  same  station 
for  5,500  tons  of  No.  2  buckwheat  the  bids 
were,  respectively,  in  the  order  quoted  above, 
as  also  in  regard  to  prices,  all  rail  and  alongside, 
$2.35,  $2.48,  $2.44,  $1.77.  $1.78.  $1.86;  Ridgewood 
broken,  11,600  tons,  respectively,  $4.79,  $4.89, 
$4.84.  and  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co.  $5.07  all  rail, 
W.  P.  W.  Ilaff  $4.43.  and  Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co. 
$4.52.  Alongside  Ridgewood,  36,500  tons  No.  1 
buckwheat  all  bids  were  on  an  all  rail  basis, 
respectively  $2.79.  $3.12.  $3.09,  $2.95,  $3.05,  $3.13; 
Ridgewood,  19,500  tons  No.  2  buckwheat,  re¬ 
spectively,  all  rail  and  alongside.  $2.35,  $2.48. 
$2.44,  $1.77.  $1,78,  $1.86;  New  Utrecht.  1,500 
tons  No.  1  buckwheat,  all  rail.  H.  S.  Bowns, 
$2.89;  W.  P.  W.  Haff.  $3.00;  R.  Reimer,  $3.19; 
alongside.  Nehson  Bros.,  $2.40:’  Geo.  D.  Harris 
&-  Co..  $2.50;  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co.,  $2.58;  Wall- 
about,  3.000  tons  pea  coal,  bids  only  all  rail, 
H.  S.  Bowns.  $2.97;  Nelson  Bros.,  $3.28;  R. 
Reimer,  $3.20;  W.  P.  W.  Haff.  $2.87J4 ;  Geo.  D. 
Harris  &  Co.,  $2.90;  and  Mh  C.  Alason  &  Co., 
$3.09. 


No.  2] 


35 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Western  Retail  J\[otes, 

The  Chicago  City  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  by  Thomas  Bowler,  J.  C.  Ryan  and  T.  G. 
McEltingott. 

The  Central  Coal  Syndicate,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000  has  been  incorporated  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  by  S.  C.  W.  Werrill,  John  G.  Meilink,  M. 
Zurcher,  H.  C.  Adams  and  B.  Bell. 

The  Tolleston  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Tolleston,  Lake  county,  Ind.  The 
new  company  will  handle  coal  and  lumber  at 
retail,  and  has  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000. 

The  name  of  the  Auburn  Livery  &  Express 
Co.,  Chicago,  has  been  changed  to  the  Auburn 
Coal  &  Van  Co.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  has  also  been  increased  from  $15,000  to 
$20,000. 

The  Duluth  Elevator  Co.,  Duluth,  Minn.,  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  city 
of  Warren,  Minn.,  650  tons  of  Youghiogheny 
lump  coal.  The  price  of  the  coal  is  given  as  $5.85 
per  ton  delivered. 

J.  W.  Murphy,  of  the  Virginia  Transfer  &  Dray 
Line,  Virginia,  Minn.,  has  closed  a  deal  for  the 
purchase  of  the  coal  and  wood  business  of  P. 
Wagner,  and  in  the  future  will  handle  coal  and 
wood  in  connection  with  his  other  business. 

The  Seminole  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  capitalized  for  $200,000. 
The  incorporators  are  George  E.  Turkington, 
James  Hodge,  G.  W.  Icken  and  Christ  Baysel. 
The  company  will  do  a  general  coal  business  in 
Nebraska. 

The  Citizens  Coal  Co.,  Champaign,  III,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  by 
Theodore  L.  Block,  J.  C.  Kruz  and  F.  A.  Wilkes. 

The  board  of  public  works  of  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
has  awarded  a  contract  to  the  Milwaukee-Western 
Fuel  Co.  to  furnish  2,400  tons  of  Pocahontas  coal 
to  the  Jones  Island  pumping  station  for  $3.77  per 
ton. 

The  contracts  for  supplying  the  various  city 
institutions  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  have  been  awarded 
as  follows : 

Bituminous  coal :  Clule-Miller  Coal  Co. — -In¬ 
sane  asylum,  female  hospital  and  poorhouse,  $1.89 
per  ton ;  Four  Courts,  courthouse,  city  hall,  ar¬ 
mory  and  city  hospital,  $1.84;  harbor  boat,  $1.54. 
Schraeder  Coal  Co. — Workhouse,  industrial  school 
and  emergency  hospital,  $1.95  per  ton.  Boehmer 
Coal  Co. — Quarantine  hospital,  $1.78  per  ton; 
fire  engine  houses,  $2.15;  parks,  $2.20;  scales  and 
markets,  $2.15. 

Hard  coal:  Polar  Wave  Co. — Parks,  $7.34  per 
ton.  Schraeder  Coal  Co. — Old  city  hall,  $7.49 
per  ton. 

Coke :  Polar  Wave  Co. — Fire  engine  houses, 
$4.63  per  ton. 

Pittsburg  coal  (for  use  in  fire  engines)  : 
Polar  Wave  Co. — $4.90  per  ton. 

Hickory  wood :  Edward  T.  Meyers — Work- 
house  and  industrial  school,  $8  per  cord;  fire  en¬ 
gine  houses,  $7.22. 


Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

Dr.  A.  Gatliff,  a  wealthy  coal  and  lumber  mer¬ 
chant  of  Kentucky,  has  given  $500,000  to  start  a 
Baptist  educational  fund. 

L.  H.  Wait,  retail  coal  and  wood  dealer  at 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for 
supplying  the  public  schools  at  that  city  with 
next  winter’s  supply  of  fuel.  The  contract  price 
is  $5.73. 

The  board  of  contract  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  has 
let  the  contracts  for  supplying  the  public  schools 
and  other  public  buildings  in  that  city  with  coal, 
at  the  following  prices :  Grate,  $5.49 ;  egg,  stove 
and  chestnut,  $5.69 ;  pea,  $3.42 ;  bituminous,  $3.49. 

Isaac  S.  Atkins,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Clarks¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  died 
recently.  He  was  sixty-four  years  old  and  was 
born  at  Dover,  Tenn.,  but  spent  nearly  all  of  his 
life  in  Clarksville  where  for  years  he  was  in  the 
coal  business. 

The  Phillipsburg  Construction  Co.  has  been 
chartered  at  Phillipsburg,  N.  J.,  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Thomas  L.  Mur¬ 
phy,  John  P.  Murphy,  Alfred  Smith  and  Richard 


Gavin.  The  company  will  deal  in  coal,  wood  and 
builders’  supplies. 

In  the  contest  for  the  contract  for  supplying  the 
city  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  with  coal  for  the  next 
twelve  months,  five  bids  were  submitted  and  each 
was  carried  to  a  fraction  of  a  cent  but  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Coal  Co.  carried  off  the  palm  for  cheese 
paring  by  figuring  down  to  one-hundred  thou¬ 
sandth  part  of  a  cent.  The  specifications  called 
for  about  4,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  and  aljout 
4,000  tons  of  George’s  Creek  coal  and  the  People’s 
Coal  Co.  was  the  low  bidder  on  both  kinds.  This 
company  offered  to  supply  anthracite  for 
$5.6476817  per  ton,  and  George’s  Creek  coal  for 
$4.345115  per  ton. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  J[[otes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Cuba,  Mo.,  by  J.  O.  Applebee,  H.  B.  Vonach 
and  A.  S.  Vonach. 

The  Coalette  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,- 
000,  all  paid  in.  The  incorporators  are  J.  H.  Dur- 
kee,  James  H.  Smith  and  C.  P.  Johnson. 

The  Halmar  Coal  Co.  has  filed  articles  of  in¬ 
corporation  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  showing  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  T.  F. 
Truedley,  C.  M.  Plopp,  John  F.  Pogue,  R.  W. 
Hockaday  and  R.  A.  Black. 

The  Carterville  Washed  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Chicago,  III,  by  W.  A.  Perrine,  J. 
C.  Smith  and  E.  D.  Pomeroy.  The  company  will 
conduct  a  general  coal  mining  business  and  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $10,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  the  Damascus  Coal  Co.  with 
$50,000  capital  stock.  The  incorporators  are  Fred 
S.  Todd,  J.  J.  Sullivan,  G.  S.  Calder,  Stella  Huf- 
nagel  and  Thomas  Bentham. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$30,000,  of  which  $15,000  is  paid  in.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  E.  B.  Corrigan,  E.  E.  Beale,  John 
F.  Emmert,  W.  A.  Case  and  Howard  A.  Bald- 
rige. 

The  Valley  Union  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  Denny 
Custer,  president;  Benjamin  Bosler,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  L.  B.  Kirkpatrick,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer. 

The  Berlin  Coal  &  Development  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  to  mine  and  sell 
coal  and  other  minerals.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  $200,000,  of  which  $133,333.33 
is  stated  as  paid  in.  The  incorporators  are  J.  W. 
Lynn,  president;  D.  R.  Berlin,  vice-president; 
O.  F.  Carson,  treasurer,  and  F.  T.  McKay,  secre¬ 
tary. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

J.  S.  Nesbitt,  of  St.  Clair,  Mich.,  owner  of  the 
coal  hoist  at  the  harbor  dock  at  Goderich,  Ont., 
who  was  severely  injured,  about  the  middle  of 
June,  by  falling  thirty  feet  from  the  hoist  while 
making  repairs,  has  died  from  the  effects  of  the 
accident. 

Receiver  F.  H.  Lysons,  of  Seattle,  Wash.,  or¬ 
dered  to  sell  the  mining  leases  of  the  Consolidated 
Coal  Co.  by  private  sale  for  not  less  than  $16,000. 
The  leases  are  to  mines  near  Cedar  Mountain, 
which  the  company  has  the  right  to  mine  for  six¬ 
teen  years  yet,  the  rental  being  $1,000  a  year. 

A.  F.  Miller,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  president 
and  general  manager  of  the  West  Terre  Haute 
Coal  Co.,  was  struck  Wednesday  afternoon  by  a 
loaded  coal  car  in  the  mine  operated  bv  the  con¬ 
cern  and  narrowly  escaped  a  dangerous  injury. 
Miller  was  caught  in  a  narrow  entry  and  knocked 
down.  He  received  a  serious  cut  across  the  fore¬ 
head. 

The  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  whose  mines  are  located  on  West  Twen¬ 
tieth  street,  with  offices  at  619  Mulberry,  has  sold 
its  business  to  a  new  company  composed  of  C.  D. 
Slinker,  T.  D.  Fraser,  W.  j.  Sayre  and  E.  A. 
Sayre.  G.  M.  Holmes,  the  president  of  the  Eagle 
company,  was  its  representative  i  t  ‘lie  deal  The 


new  owners  have  taken  charge  of  the  business 
and  intend  to  develop  fully  the  new  ground  leased 
to  the  south  of  the  present  workings.  Their  hold¬ 
ings  are  convenient  to  the  new  interurban  line  to 
the  northwest,  which  will  give  them  easy  access 
into  the  city.  C.  D.  Slinker  is  president  of  the 
new  company  and  E.  A.  Sayre  is  general  manager. 

The  Flint  Brick  &  Coal  Co.,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  is  developing  its  new  mine  on  the  Perry 
interurban  not  far  from  the  present  brick  yard. 
It  will  be  in  operation  within  a  short  time.  All  of 
the  coal  from  this  mine  will  probably  be  used  by 
the  company  in  the  operation  of  its  brick  jilant. 
The  brick  plant  now  has  a  capacity  of  75,1)00 
brick  per  day. 

The  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Boone,  Iowa, 
which  is  getting  ready  to  open  up  a  big  mine 
southwest  of  Boone,  near  Moingona  is  making 
excellent  progress  in  sinking  tlreir  shaft  and  have 
now  reached  a  depth  of  160  feet  with  about  forty 
or  fifty  more  feet  to  go  down  before  reaching  the 
vein.  The  entire  operating  nlant  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  in  time  for  the  early  fall  business. 

The  Snoqualmie  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  which 
E.  J.  Hughes  is  the  president  and  Guy  C.  Posson 
is  the  treasurer,  has  acquired  a  valuable  tract  of 
land  about  three  miles  from  Snoqualmie,  Wash., 
containing  three  veins  of  coal,  one  of  domestic 
quality  and  two  of  excellent  grade  for  coking. 
The  latter  are  being  developed  and  gotten  in  read¬ 
iness  for  extensive  operations  as  soon  as  the  fifty 
coke  ovens  now  in  process  of  erection  are  fin¬ 
ished,  which  will  be  early  in  September. 

A  deal  has  been  closed  by  which  transfer  was 
made  to  J.  C.  Devhn,  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  as  trus¬ 
tee  of  the  shaft,  equipment  and  base  rights  of 
the  Domestic,  formerly  Laneville,  mine  at  Center¬ 
ville,  Iowa;  also  the  houses,  surface  and  a  large 
body  of  coal  adjacent  thereto  owned  by  C.  S.  Rex, 
of  Creston.  To  develop  this  property  a  company 
will  be  incorporated  whose  office  will  be  at  the 
Roseland  Coal  Co.’s  office  and  whose  management 
will  he  practically  the  same  as  that  of  the  Rose- 
land  company. 

Andrew  Carlson,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  who 
was  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  in  the  Ma¬ 
ple  Block  Coal  Co.,  which  sold  out  about  a  year 
ago,  is  opening  a  new  coal  mine  near  Berwick, 
Iowa.  A  paying  vein  has  been  found  and  the 
work  of  sinking  a  shaft  is  in  progress.  The  mine 
is  only  a  short  distance  from  the  Des  Moines, 
Iowa  Falls  &  Northern  and  a  spur  will  be  run 
down  to  the  new  mine  when  it  is  ready  for  opera¬ 
tion.  The  work  of  development  will  proceed 
rapidly  from  now  on  and  the  shaft  will  probably 
begin  running  early  in  the  fall. 

The  Port  Royal  Dock  Co.  of  the  Soo  has 
leased  from  the  Michigan  Lake  Superior  Power 
Co.  the  latter’s  dock  property  lying  east  of  the 
power  house.  A  contract  to  furnish  the  South 
Shore  road  with  20,000  tons  of  coal  to  he  used 
during  the  coming  year  has  been  given  to  the 
Port  Royal  people.  A  big  steel  derrick  has  been 
built  especially  for  the  dock.  It  is  expected  to 
make  the  dock  one  for  general  merchandise  as 
well  as  for  coal,  and  while  no  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  will  be  made  this  year,  it  is  the  intention 
to  later  on  erect  large  warehouses  and  hard  coal 
sheds,  and  thus  enable  the  company  to  compete 
for  the  coal  business  at  many  points  on  the  rail¬ 
roads  entering  the  Soo. 

The  reversion  of  the  property  of  the  Cherokee 
&  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  to  that  concern’s 
control  after  its  operation  hy  the  late  Charles  J. 
Devlin,  of  Topeka,  for  nine  years  and  for  one 
year  hy  the  administrators  of  his  estate,  carries 
with  it  a  result  important  to  Wichita.  Under 
the  present  management,  Jackson  &  Walker,  of 
that  cit3%  will  have  charge  of  the  sale  of  the  en¬ 
tire  output  placed  upon  the  market.  Tlie  output 
of  these  mines,  which  are  located  at  Frontenac, 
Kas.,  near  Pittsburg.  Kas.,  is  approximately  5,000 
tons  a  day,  about  one-half  of  which  goes  to  the 
Santa  Fe  for  locomotive  use.  This  arrangement 
gives  the  Wichita  firm  one  of  the  largest  coal  out¬ 
puts  in  the  eastern  Kansas  district  and  means 
that  they  will  market  coal  in  Kansas,  Oklahoma 
and  as  far  north  as  Omaha. 

.•\  Boston  museum  has  just  bought  from  a 
Polish  miner,  employed  in  tlie  Eagle  Hill  col¬ 
liery,  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  two  small  pieces  of  coal, 
one  of  them  hearing  the  imprint  of  a  plant  and 
the  other  the  fossilized  imprint  of  an  axe.  The 
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lucky  find  brought  the  miner  $500,  but  its  value 
to  science  is  almost  inestimable  as  the  clear  im¬ 
pression  of  the  axe  upon  the  ])iece  of  coal  tends 
to  prove  that  man  was  here  before  the  formation 
of  the  coal  beds  was  completed,  and  furthermore, 
that  man  was  at  least  partly  civilized,  having  the 
use  of  tools.  Some  time  ago  a  piece  of  anthracite 
coal  taken  from  a  mine  was  found  to  bear  the  im¬ 
print  of  a  gigantic  hand.  'I'here  was  a  contro¬ 
versy  among  scientists  as  to  whether  this  imprint 
was  made  by  a  man  or  a  prehistoric  ape.  This 
I)iece  of  coal  was  also  taken  from  the  Eagle  Hill 
colliery. 

Coal  rates  over  the  Monon  route  from  Victoria 
to  Clovcrdale  arc  reduced  nearly  one-half  in  a 
decision  which  has  just  been  hamlcd  down  by 
the  state  railroad  commission,  granting  a  petition 
filed  several  months  ago  by  the  bu.siness  men  of 
Cloverdale.  Hy  the  decision  the  original  rate  of 
ninety  cents  a  ton  was  reduced  to  fifty  cents  on 
a  differential  based  on  the  rates  from  the  coal 
fields  to  Greencastlc.  Complaint  against  the  rates 
to  Cloverdale  was  filed  several  months  ago,  and 
several  hearings  in  the  case  have  been  had.  The 
evidence  procured  at  Grecncastle  about  six  weeks 
ago  was  the  most  important,  and  resulted  in  the 
filing  of  a  suit  by  Attorney  General  Miller  for  the 
collection  of  penalties  provided  for  the  violation 
of  the  long  and  short  haul  clause.  The  evidence 
developed  at  Greencastle  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  rates  to  Greencastle  were  lower  than  those 
collected  on  coal  shipped  to  Cloverdale,  which  is 
twelve  miles  nearer  Victoria. 

H.  C.  Stillwell,  of  San  Francisco,  who  two 
years  ago  became  the  owner  of  the  celebrated  coal 
mines  at  Aladdin,  in  Crook  county,  VVyo.,  stated 
a  short  time  ago  that  the  next  few  months  would 
probably  witness  a  great  change  in  the  operation 
of  the  mines.  Mr.  Stillwell  has  expended  about 
$50,000  in  development  work  since  he  became 
interested  in  the  properties,  with  the  result  that 
at  least  two  and  a  half  million  tons  of  coal  of  an 
excellent  quality  have  been  exposed.  Mr.  Stillwell 
recently  visited  the  mines  in  company  with  of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Chicago  &  North-Western  railroad 
and  arranging  a  market  for  the  output  of  the 
Crook  county  mines,  d'he  obstacle  of  many  years’ 
standing  is  thought  to  have  recently  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  permanently  surmounted.  This  has 
been  brought  about  by  a  government  test  of  the 
Aladdin  coal,  which  should  put  at  rest  forever 
the  report  that  the  Hay  creek  was  a  lignite  propo¬ 
sition  and  therefore  unsuitable  for  the  purposes 
claimed  for  it.  Mr.  Stillwell  stated  that  in  the 
event  that  the  North-Western  should  negotiate 
for  the  Hay  creek  coal,  his  company  would  at 
once  increase  the  output  to  200  or  250  cars  per 
day. 

Edward  Hudson,  of  Palmer  Junction,  Wash., 
has  been  declared  by  Superior  Judge  Hatch,  of 
Seattle,  to  be  the  rightful  owner  of  coal  lands  and 
improvements  at  Palmer  Junction  valued  at  $75,000. 
The  decision  was  rendered  in  a  suit  brought  by 
the  Consumers’  Supply  Co.  to  compel  Hudson  to 
pay  damages  for  his  refusal  to  convey  the  land 
after  he  had  entered  into  a  contract  to  sell.  The 
court  refused  to  assess  any  damages  and  found 
that  Hudson  had  a  clear  title  to  the  property  and 
improvements.  Some  years  ago  Hudson  entered 
into  a  contract  with  the  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  to 
convey  his  coal  holdings  fer  $25,000.  Certain  pay¬ 
ments  were  to  be  made  annually.  The  contract 
provided  that  in  event  of  a  default  in  payment 
the  contract  was  null  and  void.  Upon  the  corpo¬ 
ration  failing  to  make  one  of  its  annual  payments 
Hudson  notified  them  that  the  contract  was  at  an 
end.  During  the  time  the  Consumers’  Coal  Co. 
held  the  property  under  contract  a  railroad  and 
bunkers  were  put  in.  When  Hudson  declared 
the  contract  terminated  the  corporation  brought 
suit  alleging  that  he  did  not  have  a  clear  title 
to  the  property  and  asking  for  compensation  for 
the  improvements  and  damages.  Judge  Hatch 
granted  a  non-suit  in  Hudson’s  favor  and  decreed 
that  his  title  was  clear  of  all  cloud. 

Frank  W.  Hale,  of  Boston,  representing  a  com¬ 
pany  owning  a  smelter  on  Prince  Edward’s  Is¬ 
land,  Wash.,  has  purchased  the  coal  property  of 
the  Western  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Fairfax, 
Wash.  The  deal  was  closed  Tuesday  with  F.  H. 
Murray,  the  receiver  of  the  coal  and  coke  com¬ 
pany.  The  consideration  was  $114,000.  The  pron- 
erty  has  quite  a  history  attached  to  it  and  it  has 
proven  a  hoodoo  to  several  companies  by  which  it  » 
has  been  handled.  It  was  originally  managed  and 
owned  jointly  by  the  Washington  Co-operative  H 


Syndicate  and  the  Montezuma  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
These  com])anies  were  controlled  by  Charles  W. 
Thompson,  who,  it  will  lje  remembered,  lost  his 
life  in  the  Chilian  disaster  which  occurred  between 
Port  'J  owiKsend  and  Victoria  about  three  years 
ago.  Soon  after  Mr.  'J'hompson’s  death  the  com¬ 
panies  w'enl  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  the 
property  passed  to  the  Western  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  controlled  by  Wisconsin  men,  who  assumed 
the  indebtedness  against  the  property,  which 
amounted  to  aliout  $72,000.  'I'his  company  has 
also  since  gone  into  the  hands  of  the  receiver  and 
tile  indebtedness  has  grown  to  about  $114,000. 
The  sale  of  the  property  will  satisfy  the  creditors, 
but  the  stockholders  will  realize  nothing  more 
from  their  investment.  4'he  company  acifuiring 
the  property  is  said  to  be  a  Seattle  company  and 
to  lie  buying  the  mines  for  the  sake  of  the  coke 
which  will  be  used  by  the  smelter.  While  the 
property  is  said  to  contain  a  rich  coal  vein,  the 
coal  is  of  a  (juality  unfit  for  anything  excejit  coke 
and  smithing  purposes. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Bituminous  Coal  Co.  of  America  has  been 
chartered  to  operate  coal  mines  in  Marshall  coun¬ 
ty,  West  Virginia.  'I'lie  company  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $550,000. 

d'he  Gratan  Coal  Co.  has  been  incoriiorated  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000. 
The  incorporators  are  Charles  J.  Pretzman,  H.  C. 
Taylor,  A.  G.  Osborn,  James  L.  Davies  and  C.  C. 
Williams. 

Philadelphia  and  Mauch  Chunk  capitalists  have 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Sandy  valley, 
near  Leighton,  Pa.,  and  will  begin  drilling  for 
coal  this  week.  Many  experts  believe  that  an¬ 
thracite  in  paying  quantity  will  be  found  in  the 
valley. 

The  New  York  &  Western  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  New  York  to  conduct  a  general 
coal  and  coke  business.  The  new  company  has 
a  capital  stock  of  $200,000  and  is  incorporated  by 
Charles  M.  Hamilton,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. ;  Randolph 
Rodman,  South  Orange,  N.  J.,  and  Joseph  Tier- 
man,  of  New  York  city. 

One  of  the  largest  coal  fields  in  the  vicinity  of 
West  Newton,  Pa.,  will  be  opened  within  the 
next  few  months.  It  is  the  property  of  the  Os¬ 
borne  company,  of  Cleveland,  and  will  connect 
with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  near  West  Newton. 
The  road  will  extend  toward  Scottdale.  Right-of- 
way  is  being  secured  rapidly  and  the  survey  is 
almost  completed. 

Another  big  coal  sale  in  the  vicinity  of  Mason- 
town,  Pa.,  has  just  been  effected  in  which  a  com¬ 
pany  headed  by  John  C.  Neff,  of  that  town,  has 
purchased  250  acres  at  a  price  of  $1,.30()  an  acre. 
The  interested  parties  in  the  transaction  are  Dr. 
George  W.  Neff,  John  C.  Neff,  Harry  Neff,  Mrs. 
William  G.  Sharpnack,  Miss  Virginia  Neff,  Wil¬ 
liam  Sterling,  Alex  Mack  and  the  Eliza  Smith 
heirs.  The  tract  comprises  250  acres  and  will  be 
developed  at  once. 

A  coal  sale  embracing  500  acres  of  territory 
situated  in  Amwell  and  West  Bethlehem  town¬ 
ships,  Washington  county.  Pa.,  has  been  made  to 
the  Seman  Bros.,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  The  con¬ 
sideration  was  $150  per  acre.  The  farms  included 
in  the  sale  with  their  acreage,  are;  John  Paul, 
105  acres;  D.  L.  Frazee  farm,  195  acres,  and  the 
McDonough  and  Anderson  farm  of  135  acres, 
riie  coal  under  these  three  farms  was  purchased 
some  time  ago  by  W.  H.  Ulery,  of  Washington,. 
Pa.,  at  prices  ranging  from  $110  to  $125  per  acre 
and  after  holding  the  territory  for  about  two 
months  Mr.  Ulery  has  turned  the  land  over  to 
the  Uniontown  capitalists,  realizing  an  average 
of  almost  $40  per  acre  in  the  deal.  That  real 
estate  in  that  section  of  the  county  is  rapidly 
advancing  in  price  is  proven  by  the  sale  of  the 
McDonough  and  Anderson  farm.  It  has  been 
sold  twice  during  the  past  two  years,  making  a 
net  gain  to  the  two  purchasers  of  nearly  $25,000. 
1  his  farm  was  bought  about  two  years  ago  by 
McDonough  and  Anderson  for  $40  an  acre,  coal 
and  surface,  and  after  holding  the  land  a  short 
time  they  sold  the  surface  for  almost  $65  per  acre 
.and  retained  the  coal  which  they  sold  a  short 


time  ago  for  $125  per  acre.  Since  the  coal  has 
come  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ulery  he  has 
sold  it  at  an  advance  of  $25  per  acre. 

General  Eastern  toai  and  Coke  Notes. 

'1  he  Elias  Lyman  Coal  Co.,  of  Burlington,  Vt.. 
will  erect  a  mammoth  coal  pocket  this  season  in 
its  yards  on  the  lake  front. 

I  he  scales  at  the  tipple  of  mines  of  the  Irona 
Coal  Co.,  Irona,  W.  Va.,  were  dynamited,  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  explosion  having  been  heard  in  King- 
wood,  some  miles  away.  '1  he  periietrator  of  the 
outrage  is  unknown. 

I  he  oil  house,  compressor  and  engine  house 
of  the  Widnoon  Coal  Co.,  near  Kittanning,  Pa., 
were  totally  destroyed  by’ fire  on  T  hursday  morn¬ 
ing  of  last  week,  entailing  a  loss  of  about  $5,0(X) 
and  throwing  a  number  of  men  out  of  employ¬ 
ment.  1  he  fire  is  believed  to  have  been  the  work 
of  an  incendiary. 

I  he  largest  output  ever  made  by  the  Truesdale 
colliery  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
Coal  Co.,  near  Wdkesbarre,  was  made  Thursday 
in  six  hours’  work,  when  1,530  tons  were  pro¬ 
duced.  ]  he  breaker  and  mine  are  operated  by 
electricit)’  and  the  coal  is  picked  in  the  breaker 
by  automatic  separators. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  Shamokin,  Pa., 
school  board  to  investigate  whether  the  Mineral 
Railroad  &  Mining  Co.  was  digging  coal  under 
the  $50,000  Washington  school  building,  reported 
that  the  structure  was  slowly  being  wrecked  by 
the  mining.  The  board  will  likely  ask  the  courts 
to  stop  the  company  from  further  removal  of 
coal  at  that  point. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.’s  trolley 
line,  the  Tamaqua  &  Lansford  Railway  Co.,  passes 
into  the  hands  of  the  White  syndicate  on  July 
1.  The  cash  which  the  Lehigh  company  will  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  sale  of  the  property  will  be  used 
in  colliery  and  other  improvements  and  exten¬ 
sions  tending  to  increase  the  output.  Last  year 
the  Lehigh  company  spent  $300,724  in  this  direc¬ 
tion.  It  is  understood  that  the  company’s  coal 
production  for  the  present  month  has  been  the 
largest  in  its  history. 

The  Powhatan  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Bluefield, 
W.  Va.,  has  engaged  George  S.  Graham,  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  as  counsel  to  bring  suit  against  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  Railway  Co.  relative  to  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  coal  cars  in  the  Pocahontas  coal 
field.  The  Powhatan  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  contends 
that  coal  cars  must  be  distributed  on  a  capacity 
to  load  and  not  on  a  coke  oven  basis.  Thej'  also 
contend  that  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railway  is 
making  an  undue  discrimination  in  setting  aside 
10, .500  coal  cars  for  five  coal  operations  on  their 
own  coal  lands  and  allowing  these  operations  to 
participate  in  the  daily  deliveries. 

President  John  Mitchell  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  is  advising  the  members  of  the  union 
throughout  the  anthracite  district,  who  are  en¬ 
deavoring  to  place  labor  union  candidates  in  the 
legislature,  not  to  form  distinctive  political  par¬ 
ties  as  many  of  them  are  doing.  He  advises 
thein  instead  to  have  their  candidates  seek  the 
nomination  of  some  established  party.  He  fears 
that  if  they  form  union  parties  jealousies  may 
arise  which  will  sap  the  strength  of  the  union.  In 
nearly  all  of  the  legislative  districts  of  Luzerne 
and  Lackawanna  counties  the  mine  workers  have 
placed  candidates  in  the  field,  many  of  them  on 
a  union  workmen’s  party  ticket. 

Judge  Joseph  Buffington,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
has  rendered  a  decree  refusing  a  rehearing  asked 
for  by  the  Beech  Creek  Railroad  Co.  in  a  suit 
brought  against  them  by  the  Olanta  Coal  Mining 
Company,  of  Clearfield  county,  to  compel  the  rail¬ 
road  to  give  the  coal  company  switch  facilities 
and  permit  them  to  ship  coal  over  the  line.  The 
railroad  set  up  that  the  coal  from  the  plaintiff's 
mines  was  of  an  inferior  quality,  which,  if  placed 
on  the  market  would  detract  from  the  reputation 
of  the  coal  being  shipped  out  from  the  Beechwood 
road.  They  also  claimed  engineering  difficulties 
in  constructing  the  switch,  which,  however,  the 
coal  company  offered  to  build  and  pay  for.  Judge 
Biiffington  said  in  his  opinion  that  'the  railroad, 
being  a  common  carrier,  could  not  discriminate 
against  the  coal  company. 

The  Elliot,  McClure  &  Co.  breaker  at  the  Sib¬ 
ley  mine  near  Old  Forge,  Pa.,  was  destroyed  by 
fire  a  few  days  ago.  There  were  about  seven 
hundred  men  working  in  the  mine  and  about  the 
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breaker  at  the  time,  but  they  all  escaped  without 
injury.  The  breaker  was  built  directly  over  the 
mine,  and  the  flames  ate  their  way  down  the  shaft. 
For  a 'while  it  was  feared  that  the  mine  would 
also  catch  fire,  but  water  was  poured  down  the 
shaft  and  the  flames  were  extinguished  before 
they  had  done  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  mine, 
but  the  breaker  is  a  total  loss.  The  fire  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  lieen  caused  by  overlieated  rolls  in 
the  breaker.  The  fire  spread  rapidly  and  the 
breaker  was  soon  a  mass  of  flames  from  bottom 
to  top.  The  Imeaker  had  a  capacity  of  1,200  tons 
of  coal  a  day,  and  there  was  a  great  dpi  of  coal 
in  the  pockets  of  the  Imeaker  at  the  time  of  the 
fire.  There  was  no  adequate  water  supply  or 
fire  department  with'  which  to  fight  the  flames. 
The  breaker  was  worth  about  $70,000. 

One  of  the  biggest  coal  land  deals  in  the  north 
of  Cambria  county.  Pa.,  for  some  time  has  just 
been  consummated  between  the  Lackawanna  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  and  the  Vinton  Colliery  Co.,  of  Vm- 
tondale,  involving  the  transfer  of  all  the  lands 
purchased  by  the  first  named  company  from  the 
Blacklick  Land  &  Improvement  Co.,  the  real  es¬ 
tate  and  tw.o  certain  leaseholds,  and  personal  prop¬ 
erty  so  far  as  the  same  remains  upon  the  proper¬ 
ties  covered  by  the  said  leaseholds,  which  was 
conveyed  by  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  the 
party  of  the  first  part  by  deed  dated  February 
twenty-seventh,  1901,  together  with  the  property 
formerly  owned  by  John  Delano  consisting  of 
about  thirty-seven  acres,  all  situated  in  the  Black- 
lick  valley.  The  Vinton  Colliery  Co.,  however, 
reserves  a  right-of-way  of  fifty  feet  in  width 
through  the  property  for  railroad^  purposes,  with 
the  privilege  of  locating  this  right-of-way  on 


either  side  of  the  Blacklick  river,  north  branch. 
The  consideration  paid  the  Lackawanna  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  by  the  Vinton  Colliery  Co.  is  $251,850 
and  involves  also  the  transfer  of  2,500  shares  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Co. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

W.  W.  Johnson,  of  Strawn,  Tex.,  is  arranging 
to  reopen  the  Coalville  mines  near  Gordon  in  that 
state. 

The  coal  mines  at  Sorgho,  Ky.,  owned  by  Bur¬ 
nett  &  Oldham,  have  been  leased  for  a  period  of 
two  years  to  Patrick  Bartley,  of  Evansville,  Ind. 
Mr.  Bartley  has  already  employed  a  large  force 
of  miners  and  will  commence  shipping  coal  within 
a  few  days. 

The  Eclipse  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,- 
000.  The  incorporators  are  W.  C.  Shackelford, 
J.  B.  Bicknell  and  B.  A.  Treat.  Mr.  Shackelford 
owns  and  controls  several  large  bodies  of  coal 
land  in  Walker  and  Jefferson  counties,  Ala. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Norfolk  &  Western  railway  has  announced 
a  reduction  in  freight  charges  on  coal  for  manu¬ 
facturing  purposes  from  the  Pocahontas  fields  to 
Norfolk,  Va.  The  present  freight  rate  is  $1.60 
a  ton.  It  will  be  reduced  to  $1.45.  This  reduc¬ 
tion,  it  is  expected,  will  not  only  stirnulate  the 
establishment  of  new  industries,  but  it  is  estimat¬ 
ed  that  it  will  save  to  the  factories  now  operat¬ 


ing  $50,000  annually.  The  reduction  gives  Nor¬ 
folk  a  slight  advantage  over  Baltimore  in  the 
matter  of  rates  on  coal  for  manufacturing  pur¬ 
poses. 

The  Big  Brushy  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Petros,  Tenn., 
and  the  Rector  Coal  Co.,  of  Titus,  Tenn.,  have 
made  arrangements  to  move  their  general  offices 
from  the  cities  named  to  Knoxville.  Both  of 
these  companies  are  large  concerns  and  will  be 
valuable  additions  to  the  coal  interests  of  Knox¬ 
ville. 

An  important  step  in  the  affairs  of  the  F'ork 
Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Middleboro,  Ky.,  was 
taken  Saturday,  when  J.  L.  Manring,  president 
of  the  Manring  Coal  Exchange,  of  Aliddlcsbnro, 
was  appointed  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Manring,  as  president  of 
the  Manring  Coal  Exchange,  controls  the  output 
of  the  major  portion  of  the  coal  companies  of  the 
Middlesboro  district.  He  is,  moreover,  president 
of  the  Sterling  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  Queensbury 
Coal  Co.  and  other  important  companies,  besides 
being  vice-president  of  the  Citizen’s  State  Bank 
of  that  city,and  connected  with  numerous  other 
successful  organizations.  The  Fork  Ridge  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  is  one  of  the  best  mining  propositions 
in  the  Middle.sboro  district.  Mr.  Taylor  has  been 
connected  with  the  company  for  the  last  two 
years  as  vice-president  and  general  manager. 
He  has'  expended  large  sums  of  money  in  equip¬ 
ping  the  mine  with  modern  haulage.  Mr.  Man¬ 
ring  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Taylor  two  years  ago 
as  vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Fork  Ridge  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  fact  that  he 
is  again  with  the  same  concern  has  added  to  the 
interest  in  his  appointment. 
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Literary  Notes, 

There  is  no  more  delightful  incident  in  the  life  of 
that  most  delightful  of  men,  Kobert  Louis  Stevenson, 
than  the  friendship  beginning  in  his  early  days  and 
lasting  all  his  life  between  Stevenson  and  Jules  Simoncau, 
keeper  of  a  little  liohemian  restaurant  in  Monterey,  Cal. 
M.  Somoneau  still  lives  in  Monterey,  his  greatest  treas¬ 
ures  being  his  memories  of  Stevenson,  and  some  i>reeious 
letters  and  a  set  of  Stevenson’s  works  sent  by  the  author, 
each  volume  having  on  the  fly-leaf  a  typical  inscription 
and  autograph.  Julia  Scott  Vrooman  was  fortunate 
enough  to  gain  from  Simoneau  his  own  story  of  the  days 
with  Stevenson;  and  her  record  of  the  old  man’s  reminis¬ 
cences — ailding  a  valuable  chapter  to  Stevensoniana — is 
one  of  the  features  of  the  July  Century. 

Japan’s  Guarantee  for  I’ower.— “More  than  this,  these 
wise,  keen-eyed  people  that  sit  watehing  intently  the 
daily  trend  of  the  world’s  progress  know  well  enough 
that  the  real  struggles  for  world  power  are  to  be  com¬ 
mercial,  not  military;  and  it  is  on  commercial  and  indus¬ 
trial  fields  that  chiedy  they  expect  to  win  glory  and 
domination  and  empire  for  Japan.  For  such  contests 
they  have  two  weapons  of  astounding  and  unprecedented 
power.  First,  a  working  population,  intelligent,  capable, 
facile  orderly,  extremely  industrious,  and  having  a  low 
standard  of  living.  Second,  a  government  astute  as  to 
modern  conditions,  resolutely  determined  to  force  Jap¬ 


anese  influence,  Japanese  manufacturing,  and  Japanese 
commerce,  and  utterly  unscrupulous  as  to  the  means  it 
uses  to  that  end.  The  world  has  never  seen  anytWng 
like  this  combination;  it  has  never  seen  nor  imagined 
nor  dreamed  of  the  stupendous  results  that  can  be 
secured  by  it.  With  cheap  and  efficient  labor  Japan  can 
produce  at  lower  cost  than  any  other  nation;  with  its 
skilful  and  indomitable  government  it  can  build  its  in- 
indu.strial  forces  to  imposing  greatness;  vyith  the  two,  in 
existing  conditions  of  private  enterprise,  it  can  annihilate 
competition.  For  individuals  can  compete  with  individuals, 
firms  wth  firms,  corporations  with  corporations,  trusts 
with  trusts;  but  neither  individual,  firm,  corporation,  nor 
trust  can  compete  with  a  government.  And  back  of  every 
great  manufacturing,  commercial  or  financial  enterprise 
in  Japan,  back  of  it  or  actively  involved  in  it,  is  the 
Japanese  government,  the  greatest  governmental  trader  in 
the  world.’’ — Charles  Edward  Russell,  in  "Soldiers  of 
the  Common  Good,”  in  Everybody’s  Magazine  for  July. 

“What  May  Be  Expected  of  the  New  Railroad  Law. — 
The  benefit  of  this  act  will  consist  more  in  what  it  pre¬ 
vents  than  in  what  it  corrects.  Assuming  that  the  courts 
sustain  its  main  provisions,  and  that  its  enforcement  is 
reasonably  effective,  it  may  be  expected:  (1)  For  the 
last  few  years  railways  rates  have  been  advancing;  from 
now  on  the  tendency  will  be  the  other  way.  This  will 
be  due,  not  to  any  extensive  or  sweeping  reductions 
ordered  by  the  commission,  but  rather  to  the  fact  that 
the  railways  themselves,  having  knowledge  that  the 
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reasonableness  of  their  action  may  be  challenged,  will 
hesitate  to  make  the  advances  which  they  otherwise  would, 
and  will  grant  the  demands  of  shippers  for  reductions 
which  they  otherwise  would  not.  (2)  The  payment  of 
rebates  and  the  granting  of  similar  concessions  from  the 
published  tariff  will,  in  the  main,  cease.  Rebates  will 
never  entirely  stop  so  long  as  competition  continues,  but 
they  will  become  rapidly  less,  and  in  ten  years  from  now 
that  sort  of  discrimination  will  be  as  rare  as  it  was 
universal  ten  years  ago.  (3)  Discriminations  between 
localities  will  largely  continue,  and  this  will  be  the  most 
fruitful  source  of  complaint  in  time  to  come.  It  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  see,  however,  how  much  discriminations  can  be 
altogether  avoided,  unless  our  waterways  are  to  be  shut 
up  and  the  benefit  of  geographical  position  entirely 
ignored.  This  bill  is  more  significant  in  its  passage  than 
in  its  provisions.  While  President  Roosevelt  deserves 
the  entire  credit  for  initiating  the  movement,  he  would 
have  been  powerless  but  for  the  people’s  support.  The 
enactment  of  the  rate  bill  is  the  people’s  declaration  that 
railways  must  submit  to  governmental  control,  and  that 
certain  abuses  must  stop.  If  the  railways  recognize  this, 
if  they  co-operate,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
they  will,  to  obtain  a  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  this 
law,  conditions  will  be  fairly  satisfactory;  otherwise, 
there  will  be  renewed  agitation,  followed  by  more  drastic 
legislation.” — From  “The  Rate  Bill:  What  It  Is  and 
What  It  Will  Do,”  by  Charles  A.  Prouty,  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Monthly  Review  of  Reviews  for  July. 
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General  Review 

While  not  applicable  to  all  markets,  dnll  and  quiet  are  the  two 
terms  most  comnionlv  used  in  describing  current  conditions  in  the 
coal  trade,  with  demoralized  added  for  greater  strength  in  the  central 
west.  The  eastern  bituminous  trade  holds  fairly  steady,  but  on  a 
very  quiet  summer  basis,  while  the  anthracite  trade  in  the  same  section 
is  showing  increased  dullness.  In  the  west,  also,  the  anthracite  tiade 
is  stagnant.  The  western  market  for  eastern  bituminous  coal  is  quiet 
outside  of  certain  lines  of  trade,  and  western  bituminous  coals  are 
w'orse  than  quiet,  the  market  being  thoroughly  demoralized. 

Bituminous  trade  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  shows  little  change, 
any  manifestations  of  activity  quickly  proving  to  be  mere  temporary 
flurries.  Consumers  for  the  most  part  are  buying  only  for  current 
needs.  Producers,  however,  are  watching  the  market  closely  to  avoid 
serious  over-production^  and  the  'v\'iser  ones  are  holding  their  suppl} 
measurably  less  than  the  demand  upon  them,  to  avoid  all  danger  of 
even  the  slightest  surplus.  Dullness  has  been  especially  noticeable  in 
the  poorer  grades,  not  only  at  New  York,  but  as  far  south  as  Balti- 

more.  .  , 

Some  operators,  especially  anxious  to  keep  up  production,  ha\e 
tried  to  push  the  market,  but  wdth  only  indifferent  success,  and  at 
the  expense  of  placing  themselves  unpleasantly  in  the  light  of  begging 
favors  from  customers.  The  prevailing  opinion,  therefore,  is  that  the 
only  sound  policy  is  to  quietly  wait,  with  production  reduced  to  a 
minimum,  till  exhausted  stocks  and  colder  w'eather  exert  their  natural 
effect  in  the  wmy  of  increased  demand. 

While  too  early  for  either  proof  or  disproof,  there  is  considerable 
fear  that  the  Clearfield  settlement  has  come  too  soon  for  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  an  even  market,  and  that  a  greatly  increased  volume  of  coal 
will  be  thrown  onto  the  market,  bringing  all  the  evils  which  accompany 
heavy  over-production.  Neither  existing  conditions  nor  these  fears 
have  as  yet  had  any  appreciable  effect  upon  prices,  and  it  is  believed 
that  they  are  about  as  low  as  operators  wdll  permit  them  to  go,  for 
fear  of  having  to  shut  dowm  their  mines. 

The  coasting  trade  is  very  quiet,  both  to  the  far  east  and  to 
Long  Island  Sound  ports,  the  greater  part  of  the  traffic  being  to  shoal 
water  harbors,  which  are  apt  to  become  choked  with  ice  in  the  late 
fall  and  winter,  thus  putting  them  in  much  the  same  class  as  lake 
ports.  Barge  business,  usually  good  at  this  season,  is  very  light,  and 
many  barges,  as  w'ell  as  vessels  moving  under  their  owm  power,  ordi¬ 
narily  used  in  the  coal  trade,  are  seeking  other  cargoes. 

At  Baltimore,  concerns  doing  a  heavy  contract  business  are  mov¬ 
ing  a  fairly  satisfactory  amount  of  coal,  but  those  who  depend  upon 
the  open  market  or  upon  a  vessel  business  are  complaining  of  stagna¬ 
tion,  except  in  the  New'  England  trade,  which  is  still  good.  Ocean 
rates  from  this  port  are  high,  it  being  the  hurricane  season.  Some 
charters  are  reported,  however,  for  South  American  and  Pacific  ocean 

ports.  ■  1-11 

At  Buffalo  a  feeling  of  confidence  prevails,  demand  is  good,  and 

])rices  are  firm,  with  an  upward  tendeney. 

Demand  for  Anthracite  Is  Falling  Off. 

The  anthracite  trade  on  the  seaboard  shows  a  decided  falling 
off  in  demand,  which  is  far  lighter  than  at  any  time  since  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  work  at  the  mines.  As  yet  accumulation  of  stocks  has  not  been 
burdensome,  but  will  soon  become  so  if  the  present  relation  of  supply 
and  demand  is  long  continued.  Hence,  further  curtailment  is  confi¬ 
dently  looked  for,  with  a  possibility  of  a  temporary  suspension.  This 
would  serve  the  double  purpose  of  relieving  the  market  situation  and 
of  giving  opportunity  for  repairs  before  the  rush  of  the  fall  and  winter 
business.^ 

It  is  also  reported  from  the  cast  that  a  large  part  of  current 
jiroduction  is  being  sent  westward.  If  this  is  the  case  it  is  a  puzzle 
to  tell  where  it  is  going,  as  no  western  reports  show'  any  material 
increase  in  tonnage  receipts.  fiTie  Buffalo  market  is  sluggish,  both 
as  to  the  local  demand  and  line  orders,  and  as  to  lake  shipments. 
During  the  past  week  the  dock  business,  instead  of  increasing  as  was 
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cxi)ected,  has  fallen  off  twenty-five  per  cent.  The  chief  explanation 
offered  is  that  the  docks  received  very  heavy  shipments  early  in  the 
spring,  immediately  after  the  opening  of  navigation,  many  vessels  in 
fact  having  been  loaded  before  the  ice  went  out,  when  a  prolonged 
strike  was  expected.  To  this  cause  of  present  indilference  may  perhaps 
be  added  the  reason  frequently  offered  in  explanation  of  western  stag¬ 
nation  earlier  in  the  season,  namely,  extreme  dissatisfaction  due  to 
the  refusal  of  the  producing  companies  to  adjust  the  price  of  .Vpril 
coal  to  May  prices. 

The  western  anthracite  trade  continues  in  the  same  quiet,  not  to 
say  lifeless,  condition  which  has  characterized  it  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer.  Jidy  business  thus  far  has  been  below  normal,  consumers  show¬ 
ing  the  utmost  apathy  and  retailers  being  unwilling  to  stock  their 
yards  in  anticipation  of  future  trade. 

State  of  the  Bituminous  Market. 

Prosperity  in  the  coal  trade  seems  just  at  present  to  be  localized 
in  western  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia  and  Ohio.  It  is  the  mines 
of  those  districts  which  supply  the  bulk  of  the  coal  consumed  in  the 
great  northwest  and  every  energy  is  now  being  put  forth  to  get  an 
adequate  supply  to  the  Lake  Erie  ports  and  thence  by  boat  up  the 
lakes.  The  demand  is  so  urgent  that  great  difficulty  is  being  experi¬ 
enced  in  getting  a  sufficient  supply  of  miners  and  laborers,  both  for 
the  mines  and  for  the  coke  ovens,  which  are  enjoying  their  full  share 
of  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  trade.  In  one  issue  of  a  Pittsburg 
paper  recently  calls  for  more  men  w'ere  published  in  behalf  of  ten  of 
the  large  producing  companies. 

Another  feature  has  developed  in  connection  with  the  dock 
business  wdiich  threatens  a  congestion  of  coal  on  the  track  at  the  lake 
ports.  Some  of  the  boats  engaged  in  the  ore  carrying  trade  are 
returning  to  Duluth  light  in  preference  to  taking  cargoes  of  coal, 
and  as  a  result  there  is  an  insufficient  supply  of  vessels  to  take  care 
of  the  coal  as  it  arrives  at  the  ports  from  the  muies.  Both  Cleveland 
and  Toledo  report  the  growing  importance  of  this  difficulty.  Some  ot 
the  producing  companies  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  vessels  under 
contract  and  so  are  undisturbed,  but  where  this  precaution  has  not 
been  taken  considerable  anxiety  is  manitested.  In  ex[)lanation  of  the 
shortage  it  is  stated  that  the  freight  rates  on  ore  down  the  lakes  is 
much  higher  than  on  coal  going  up,  much  delay  is  experienced  in 
handling  the  coal,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  more  profitable  for  vessels 
to  discharge  their  ore  cargoes  and  at  once  return  light  to  the  ore- 
shipping  ports. 

Outside  of  the  lake  trade  and  the  local  trade  to  the  great  indus¬ 
tries  about  Pittsburg,  the  demand  for  these  more  eastern  products  is 
not  heavy,  though  probably  normal  for  the  season.  All-rail  trade, 
however, "'is  not  greatly  desired  liy  the  operators  till  the  docks  have 
been  supplied. 

The  trade  in  the  southwest  has  largely  recovered  from  the  abnor¬ 
mal  conditions  of  the  strike  jicriod  and  is  reported  as  being  on  a  normal 
basis,  both  as  to  prices  and  as  to  demand. 

In  the  central  west  demoralization  still  characterizes  and  domi¬ 
nates  the  market.  Over-production  has  been  continuous  almost  from 
the  first  day  of  resumption  after  the  strike.  Chicago  was  the  first 
dumping  ground  onto  an  unresponsive  and  unwilling  market.  It  has 
once  more  been  demonstrated  that  it  is  worse  than  useless  to  force 
trade  where  there  is  no  natural  demand.  The  result  has  been  an 
abundance  of  car-service  coal,  .sold  at  ruinously  low  prices.  'I’lie  de¬ 
moralized  condition  was  at  first  chiefly  local  to  Chicago,  outside  trade 
being  only  slightly  alfected.  But  during  the  past  week  jiriee  cutting 
has  been  extended  to  include  not  only  (lemurrage  coal  but  shipments 
directly  from  the  mines  and  to  outside  jioints  as  well  as  to  Chicago. 
Operators  claim  that  they  can  not  further  reduce  production  without 
shutting  down,  in  which  case  their  men  would  drift  away  and  many 
would  not  return.  So  there  seems  to  be  slight  chance  ot  material 
betterment  before  the  quickening  of  trade  with  the  a])proaeh  ot  fall. 

IMarket  conditions  at  Cincinnati  continue  to  .show  great  improxt'- 
ment  and  from  this  time  forward  a  ])eriod  of  steady  demand  ami  good 
prices  is  looked  for. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
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Dullness  and  demoralization  continue  to  be 
the  two  words  Iiest  characterizing  the  Western 
coal  trade.  Dullness  pervades  the  trade  in  all 
kinds  of  coal  with  the  exception  of  a  very  few 
grades.  Demoralization  in  prices  has  a  firm 
grip  on  Western  coals.  The  market  for  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  in  particular  has  never  been  in  worse 
shape  and  for  such  a  protracted  period,  and 
many  say  that  the  limit  of  all  past  experiences 
has  been  exceeded.  It  is  more  than  difficult 
to  determine  with  any  accuracy  what  the  pre¬ 
vailing  prices  are.  There  is  so  much  car- 
service  coal  available,  which  is  being  sold  at 
almost  any  price  offered,  that  one  sale  is 
scarcely  any  indication  of  what  the  next  one 
will  be. 

Screenings  have  been  most  in  demand  and 
have  held  up  most  consistently  in  price,  but 
this  has  been  true  largely  because  the  majority 
of  the  mines  are  producing  on  a  run-of-mine 
basis,  thereby  curtailing  the-  relative  supply 
of  screenings.  This  benefit  has  not  extended 
to  other  sizes  which  are  a  drug  on  the  market 
in  common  with  mine-run.  All  these  are 
selling  at  prices  far  below  the  actual  cost  of 
production,  a  condition  which,  if  protracted, 
must  lead  to  ruin  for  the  weak  and  embarass- 
ment  for  the  strong.  Operators  are  reluctant 
to  shut  down  their  mines  for  fear  the  miners 
will  drift  away  and  it  be  impossible  to  secure 
men  when  demand  strengthens  and  prices  im¬ 
prove.  But  it  is  coming  to  be  a  serious  ques¬ 
tion  for  some  whether  this  danger  is  not 
decidedly  the  less  of  the  two  evils. 

Decline  in  Prices  Becoming  More  General. 

A  few  weeks  ago  it  might  have  been  possi¬ 
ble  to  redeem  the  situation  by  holding  pro¬ 
duction  down  to  a  minimum  and  keeping  all 
surplus  coal  out  of  Chicago.  In  this  way 
prices  might  have  been  maintained  more  evenly 
in  outside  territory.  But  now  the  effect  of  the 
continued  slump  in  Chicago  has  become  very 
extended  in  its  scope  so  that  circular  prices 
are  little  more  than  a  form,  so  far  as  single¬ 
order  business  is  concerned,  over  a  wide 
stretch  of  country.  These  prices  are  main¬ 
tained  at  isolated  points,  but  wherper  there 
is  any  real  competition,  cutting  is  quickly 
resorted  to  and  is  much  or  little  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  individual  case.  As  these 
sales  in  outside  markets  are  for  shipments 
from  the  mines  the  sacrifices  made_  are  not  as 
great  as  those  on  car-service  coal  in  Chicago, 
but  they  are  altogether  too  great  for  satis¬ 
factory  business,  and  too  varied  to  admit  of 
even  approximate  accuracy  of  quotation. 

Even  the  prices  for  demurrage  coal  cover  a 
wide  range,  according  to  how  hard  pressed 
the  owner  is.  A  common  price  for  car-service 
run-of-mine  Springfield  coal  is  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  which  is  equivalent  to  sixty  cents 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  As  if  this  were  not  bad 
enough  some  has  ranged  even  lower,  the  rec¬ 
ord  case  reported  being  one  sale  where  de¬ 
murrage  charges  were  already  so  great  that 
the  owner  was  willing  to  unload  for  $1.05 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  equivalent  to  thirty  cents, 
f.  o.  b.  mine.  Some  small  measure  of  relief 
has  been  hoped  for  in  connection  with  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  threshing  season,  but  demands 
from  this  source  are  light  thus  far  with  a 
prospect  of  remaining  so,  as  it  is  reported  that 
many  of  the  country  dealers  find  themselves 
with  a  sufficient  stock  on  hand  to  take  care 
of  their  business  without  making  further  pur¬ 
chases. 

Contract  Business  Not  Seriously  Affected. 

The  majority  of  reports  indicate  that  con¬ 
tract  business  has  not  been  seriosuly  affected 
other  than  to  make  the  large  buyers  some¬ 
what  slower  in  closing  and  more  insistent  on 
close  figuring.  On  the  other  hand,  some  of 
the  largest  contracts,  usually  signed  much 
earlier  in  the  season,  are  still  hanging  fire. 

Very  few  venture  to  express  a  hope  of 
marked  improvement  before  the  beginning  of 
cold  weather,  and  believe  that  only  a  long 


and  hard  winter  can  afford  sufficient  profits 
to  compensate  for  the  losses  of  the  summer. 
Some  talk  of  a  possible  car  famine,  but  the 
railway  coal-traffic  managers  claim  that  the 
roads  have  so  increased  their  car  supply  and 
their  motive  power  as  to  make  this  highly 
improbable. 

Indiana  Production  Held  in  Check. 

Green  and  Sullivan  county  coals  are  pro¬ 
duced  and  marketed  too  near  to  Chicago  to 
escape  being  affected,  and  seriously,  by  the 
bad  market  conditions  existing  here.  At  the 
same  time  the  Indiana  operators  are  holding 
out  against  prevailing  tendencies  and  practices 
to  an  extent  most  commendable  under  exist¬ 
ing  circumstances.  The  larger  operations,  and 
most  of  the  smaller  ones,  are  only  sending 
coal  to  Chicago  when  required  for  the  supply¬ 
ing  of  definite  orders,  and  are  refraining  en¬ 
tirely  from  sending  it  on  consignment  to  job¬ 
bers  or  to  their  own  sales  agents.  They  are 
fully  aware  that  coal  sent  for  spot  sale  will 
surely  go  to  sacrifice  by  the  demurrage  route, 
and  prefer  to  leave  the  product  in  the  ground. 

Compared  with  Illinois  coal  therefore  very 
little  of  the  Indiana  product  is  being  offered 
at  bargain  prices  in  Chicago.  What  little 
there  is  to  be  had  comes  from  a  few  of  the 
smaller  operations,  and  is  in  small  lots, 
scarcely  noticeable  in  the  flood  from  other 
fields.  The  effect  of  the  demoralization  in 
and  about  Chicago,  as  felt  by  operators  in  the 
Indiana  field,  is  to  be  found  partly  in  the  closer 
competition  in  outside  territory,  and  partly  in 
the  demand  of  outside  consumers  that  they 
should  receive  some  of  the  benefits  accruing 
from  the  Chicago  situation. 

Prices  quoted  for  the  standard  products  from 
the  several  Indiana  veins  range  about  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Third  vein,  screenings,  70@75c  f.  o.  b. 
mine  or  $1.50@1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of- 
mine,  95c@$1.05  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.75@1.85 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  one-and-a-quarter-inch  lump, 
$1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.95@2.05  f.  O.  b. 
Chicago;  four-inch  egg,  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b. 

mine  or  $2.15@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fourth 
vein,  screenings,  75@80c  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 

$1.55@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  $1.05 
@1.15  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.85@1.95  f.  o.  b. 

Chicago;  one-and-a-quarter-inch  lump,  $1.25@ 
1.35  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $2.05@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  four-inch  egg,  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 
$2.30@2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fifth  and  sixth 
vein,  screenings,  75@80c  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 

$1.55@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  $1.00 
@1.10  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.80@1.90  f.  o.  b. 

Chicago;  one-and-a-quarter-inch  lump,  $120@ 
1.30  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  four-inch  egg,  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 
$2.30@2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Prices  Were  Only  Fairly  Steady. 

On  small  orders,  five  cars  and  under,  prices 
are  being  fairly  well  sustained  at  approximately 
these  figures,  but  when  necessary  to  meet 

competition  on  larger  orders  some  further 
shaving  below  the  above  minimums  is  indulged 
in.  A  large  proportion  of  the  demand  is  for 
run-of-mine,  so  that  the  supply  of  screenings 
is  limited  to  an  extent  which  at  times  makes 
is  impossible  for  the  full  demand  to  be  filled. 
Contracts  are  being  closed  gradually,  but  only 
limited  quantities  are  being  delivered  on  the 
contracts  at  the  present  time.  Old  stocks  are 
still  in  evidence  more  than  had  been  expected 
would  be  the  case  by  this  late  date.  Most 
mines  are  able  to  supply  all  their  trade  by 
operating  two  days  per  week.  Indiana  run-of- 
mine  has  sold  on  demurrage  in  Chicago  at 
$1.70@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  during  the  week, 
equivalent  to  90c@95c  f.  o.  b.  mine. 

Lower-vein  Brazil  block  coal  is  in  fair  de¬ 
mand,  the  threshing  trade  absorbing  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  the  output.  It  is  quoted 
at  $2.25  f.  6.  b.  mine,  a  price  which  is  fairly 
well  held  up  in  some  quarters  but  cut  under 
to  a  certain  extent  elsewhere. 

The  more  Eastern  bituminous  coals  continue 
to  present  a  strongly  marked  contrast  when 
compared  with  the  Western  products  in  the 
matter  of  stability  of  prices.  While  the  sum¬ 


mer  demand  for  most  varieties  is  conipara- 
tively  light,  this  is  not  permitted  to  lead  to 
efforts  to  crowd  the  market  by  price-cutting. 
When  asked  to  shade  off  on  the  regular  quo¬ 
tations,  Western  sales  agents  are  obliged  to 
reply  politely  but  firmly  that  they  have  no 
authority  to  accept  any  orders  below  the  es¬ 
tablished  rates,  as  the  Pennsylvania,  West 
Virginia  and  Ohio  operators  have  no  desire 
to  enter  into  or  take  any  part  in  the  foolish 
and  suicidal  struggle  for  a  business  which 
yields  no  profit.  This  policy  doubtless  in¬ 
volves  the  loss  of  some  possible  sales,  but 
probably  not  as  many  as  might  be  supposed, 
the  trade  of  the  Eastern  bituminous  coals 
being  chiefly  of  a  sort  not  likely  to  drift  aw-ay 
from  it. 

While  the  market  is  firm  as  to  prices,  the 
demand  is  light,  as  is  expected  at  this  sea¬ 
son,  especially  for  all-rail  trade.  In  some 
varieties,  however,  there  is  an  appreciable  in¬ 
crease  of  demand  over  a  week  ago,  although 
it  is  as  yet  too  early  to  tell  whether  this  is 
the  real  turning  of  the  tide  or  only  tem¬ 
porary. 

Both  the  city  and  the  general  Western 
market  for  West  Virginia  smokeless  coals 
continues  quiet,  all-rail  shipments  are  light, 
and  prices  are  firm.  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  coals  remain  fixed  at  the  former  quota¬ 
tions,  namely,  egg  and  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
mine  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  run-of-mine 
$1.25  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Smokeless  coal  from  the  War  Eagle  district 
is  also  quoted  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  mine  for  egg 
and  lump,  and  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  mine  for  run-of- 
mine,  but  a  differential  in  the  freight  rate 
make  these  sizes  respectively  $3.40  and  $3.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Splint  coal  has  a  rather  light  but  steady 
demand  for  all-rail  points,  and  a  heavy  de¬ 
mand  on  the  docks,  which  are  receiving  the 
chief  attention  from  the  mines.  Prices  remain 
unchanged  from  previous  quotations,  and  are 
strictly  adhered  to. 

Youghiogheny  in  Better  Demand. 

Youghiogheny  coal,  which  last  week  showed 
a  gain  in  steadiness  over  the  fluctuation  of  the 
week  before,  shows  further  improvement  the 
present  week.  Prices  show  little  change,  re¬ 
maining  at  $1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.00@ 
3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  the  demand  has 
strengthened,  more  sales  being  reported  than 
for  some  weeks.  The  available  supply  has 
hardly  been  equal  to  the  call  for  prompt  de¬ 
livery. 

Fairmont  coal  is  in  very  light  demand,  but 
a  fair  degree  of  firmness  in  prices  is  main¬ 
tained,  although  this  coal  feels  the  effect  of 
the  depression  in  Western  coals  more  than 
most  of  the  Eastern  bituminous  grades. 
Fairmont  three-quarter  inch  is  quoted  at  $2.90 
to  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  it  is  said  that 
some  sales  have  been  made  a  shade  under 
these  figures. 

The  interest  in  Hocking  is  centered^  on  the 
lake  trade  where  every  effort  is  being  put 
forth  to  overcome  the  handicap  of  the  time  lost 
due  to  the  prolonged  strike  in  getting  the 
normal  tonnage  to  upper  lake  points  before  the 
close  of  navigation.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  no  effort  is  being  made  to  push  sales 
in  the  local  market,  producers  being  more 
than  content  if  rail  shipments  to  Chicago  are 
sufficient  to  take  care  of  their  established 
trade.  Circular  prices,  therefore,  are  strictly 
maintained. 

Healthy  Condition  of  Coke  Market. 

Coke  is  in  fair  demand  in  Chicago  and  the 
territory  supplied  from  this  center.  Quotations 
run  as  follows:  Connellsville  seventy-two 
hour  foundry  coke,  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or 
$5.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Connellsville  furnace 
coke,  $2.50@2.65  f.  o.  b.  ovens  or  $5.15@5.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Prices  on  other  grades 
ranged  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  lower 
than  these  quotations. 

The  Western  anthracite  market  continues 
to  show  no  features  of  importance,  and  but 
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very  little  change  from  a  week  ago.  The  vol¬ 
ume  of  business  thus  far  during  July  has  been 
light  and  considerably  below  normal,  so  much 
so  that  shipping  agents  would  have  been 
greatly  disappointed  had  it  not  been  for  the 
fact  that  the  June  trade  had  been  so  quiet 
that  expectations  were  not  high.  Consumers 
still  show  the  utmost  apathy  in  the  matter 
of  putting  in  their  supplies  for  next  winter, 
and  retailers  manifest,  little  desire  to  antici¬ 
pate  future  trade  by  stocking  up  their  yards. 
The  current  discount  of  twenty  '  cents  from 
circular  prices  has  not  as  yet  seemed  to  exert 
any  influence,  though  with  the  approach  of 
the  end  of  the  month  there  may  be  an  in¬ 
creased  demand  just  in  advance  of  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  discount  to  ten  cents.  Any 
such  quickening  of  demand,  however,  if  it 


occurs  at  all,  is  only  expected  to  be  a  tem¬ 
porary  flurry  such  as  occurred  the  last  week 
in  June. 

Continued  Stagnation  in  Anthracite. 

It  seems  to  be  the  general  impression  of 
shipping  agents  that  there  will  be  no  lasting 
revival  of  business  before  the  middle  or  latter 
part  of  next  month,  if  there  is  before  the 
actual  ordering  of  supplies  in  considerable 
volume  by  consumers  in  September  forces  the 
dealers  to  take  in  coal  for  the  immediate  sup¬ 
plying  of  their  trade.  Then  a  more  than 
usual  rush  of  business  is  expected,  as  it  is 
certain  that  few  large  stocks  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  retail  dealers. 

Movement  of  anthracite  from  the  collieries 


to  the  West  by  all-rail  routes  is  light,  being 
held  proportionate  to  the  demand.  Forward¬ 
ing  by  the  lakes  to  the  docks  is  not  showing  the 
increased  activity  expected,  and  must  be  pushed 
from  this  time  forward  or  the  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion  will  disclose  a  serious  shortage  in  those 
portions  of  the  West  and  Northwest  which  de¬ 
pend  upon  water  transportation  for  their  sup¬ 
plies.  If  such  a  shortage  occurs  and  the  deficiency 
has  to  be  made  up  by  all-rail  shipments  to 
these  more  distant  points,  consumers  will  find 
themselves  forced  to  pay  a  much  larger  price 
than  usual  for  anthracite  at  retail.  In  such 
an  event,  great  dissatisfaction  will  of  course 
result,  causing  a  torrent  of  newspaper  criti¬ 
cism  based  on  the  false  assumption  that  the 
advance  is  an  arbitrary  increase  in  the  margin 
of  profit. 


Market  and  Trade  Mews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 
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The  coal  situation  in  Pittsburg  is  but  little 
changed  since  last  week.  The  mines  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  are  busy,  and  reports  show  but  few  of  them 
to  be  suspended.  A  number  of  cases  of  dissatis¬ 
faction  among  the  miners  have  been  nipped  in  the 
bud,  and  what  might  have  been  a  strike  has 
been  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

The  only  case  of  unrest  of  any  magnitude  in 
the  district  is  that  of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass 
Co.  It  looks  very  much  as  if  the  miners  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  matter  were  “spoiling  for  a  fight.” 

It  also  appears  that  those  in  authority  in  the 
miners’  organization  were  somewhat  anxious  to 
keep  this  case  agitated ;  in  fact,  in  order  to  keep 
the  interest  of  the  men  up  to  a  satisfactory  pitch 
the  officers  seem  to  be  resorting  to  doubtful 
methods,  and  they  apparently  do  not  want  entire 
peace  and  a  full  pay  roll  in  the  district.  When 
the  men  are  satisfied  they  certainly  should  be  let 
alone.  We  learn  of  threats  that  have  been  made 
that  if  thins s  do  not  come  about  within  the  next 
few  days  the  way  they  want  them,  the  local 
officials  of  the  miners’  organization  will_  urge 
action  that  may  interfere  very_  seriously  with  the 
present  peaceful  state  of  affairs  in  the  district. 

Sympathetic  Strike  Threatened. 

A  new  factor  has  entered  into  the  contest  that 
is  on  between  the  district  officials  ’of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  and  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Co.  It  was  authoritatively  stated  to¬ 
day  that  in  the  event  of  President  Feehan  and 
the  executive  board  of  the  district  calling  out 
the  mine  workers  at  the  Charleroi  works  in 
sympathy  with  the  Creighton  mine  strikers,  that 
the  present  agreements  between  District  No.  5 
and  all  of  the  coal  companies  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  will  be  declared  null  and  void.  This 
would,  in  a  word,  mean  the  introduction  of  the 
open  shop  plan  in  the  mines  in  this  district. 

The  officers  of  the  Charleroi  Coal  Works  Co., 
which  is  a  subsidiary  concern  of  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Co.,  are  determined  to  insist  on  fair 
treatment  in  the  present  controversy.  The  con¬ 
tention  is  made  that  the  present  difficultip  be¬ 
tween  the  mine  workers  and  the  Creighton 
company  have  no  business  to  interfere  with  the 
operation  of  the  Charleroi  mines.  The  rnen  there, 
they  claim,  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  their 
work,  and  to  call  them  out  would  be  a  wilful 
and  ruthless  violation  of  the  agreement. 

Late  Monday  night  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass 
Co.  instituted  injunction  proceedings  against  Na¬ 
tional  Organizer  Edward  _  McKay,  District 
Board  Members  A.  L.  Davis  and  Paul  Flynn, 
and  about  forty  of  the  mine  workers  at  Creigh¬ 
ton,  who  are  on  strike. 

President  Feehan,  of  District  No.  5,  says  that 
he  will  bring  National  President  John  Mitchell 
to  Pittsburg  at  once  to  help  straighten  matters 
out.  In  cases  like  this  the  wise  counsel  of  such 
a  leader  as  Pat  Dolan  is  sadly  missed. 

Scarcity  of  Labor  Continues. 

Labor  is  still  scarce  in  the  district,  and  many 
of  the  coal  operators  and  coke  manufacturers  are 
still  much  handicapped  on  this  account.  Several 
companies  are  advertising  extensively  for  men. 


Cars  are  fairly  plentiful,  but  some  apprehen¬ 
sion  is  manifested  regarding  the  supply  in  the 
near  future. 

Shipment  of  coal  by  river  is  at  a  standstill, 
and  likely  to  remain  so  unless  there  is  a  period 
of  heavy  rains  not  only  here,  but  up  both  the 
Allegheny  and  Monongahela  valleys.  The  harbor 
at  Pittsburg  is  nearing  the  congested  state,  and 
daily  additions  are  being  made  to  the  already 
very  large  amounts  of  coal  now  awaiting  the 
moving  stage  in  the  river. 

Current  Market  Quotations. 

Prices  for  both  coal  and  coke  are  but  little 
changed  from  those  ruling  a  week  ago.  nun-of- 
niine  coal  is  selling  at  $1.05  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  contracts  made  for  present  and  near 
future  delivery;  for  spot  delivery  it  is  bringing 
$1.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Three-quarter 
inch  is  quoted  at  from  $1.15  to  $1.25  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Lump  is  stationary,  prices  rang¬ 
ing  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 
Slack  continues  to  be  the  one  grade  that  is  in 
greatest  demand,  and  meets  with  a  ready  sale  at 
from  75c  to  $1  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all 
grades  of  coal  the  market  is  steady  and  on  slack 
it  is  strong  and  in  growing  demand. 

The  coke  market  continues  in  a  good  state. 
Shipments  have  continued  steady,  and  the  out¬ 
look  is  bright  for  an  uninterrupted  summer  season. 
Foundry  coke  is  strong  at  from  $2.90  to  $3.10  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  Furnace  grades  are  a 
shade  weaker,  but  not  enough  to  affect  the  gen¬ 
eral  market  price.  Furnace  coke  is  selling  at 
$2.50  to  $2.65  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  as 
against  $2.00  to  $2.75  last  week. 

Prices  of  both  coal  and  coke  for  domestic  use 
remain  unchanged.  The  demand  by  domestic 
users  and  small  manufacturing  plants,  such  as 
shops,  office  buildings,  etc.,  continues  good. 

Outlook  for  Summer  Is  Encouraging. 

The  outlook  for  the  balance  of  the  summer  for 
both  coal  and  coke  is  encouraging.  The  tone  of 
the  market  is  a  healthy  one ;  the  operators  are 
in  good  spirits;  the  miners,  although  not  satis¬ 
fied  in  some  sections,  are  too  busy  to  make  their 
dissatisfaction  felt,  and  the  consumers  of  both 
products  seem  satisfied  with  the  supply  they  are 
getting  and  the  ruling  market  prices  for  the  same. 

We  have  not  heard  of  any  outcry  against  short¬ 
age  of  stocks,  nor  is  there  any  mention  made  of 
overproduction.  On  inquiry  we  also  fail  to  locate 
any  Pittsburg  operators  that  have  been  or  are 
now  shipping  much  coal  on  consignment  to  west¬ 
ern  points.  Pittsburg  coal  is  too  good  stuff  to 
suggest  such  treatment  of  it. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

F.  H.  Carver,  H.  S.  Wilson  and  E.  C.  Wilson, 
of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  were  in  Pittsburg  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  closing  up  a  deal  for  West  Virginia 
coal  lands. 

Prank  X.  Thompson,  a  prominent  capitalist 
and  coal  operator  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  spent  a  few 
days  in  Pittsburg  this  week,  stopping  at  the  .'\n- 
nex  Hotel. 

S.  W.  Shrader,  coal  operator  of  Grafton,  W. 
Va.,  has  been  spending  a  few  days  in  Pittsburg. 
For  over  ten  years  Mr.  Shrader  has  been  asso¬ 
ciated  with  coal  development  in  the  state  of 


Pennsylvania,  and  was  one  of  the  first  persons 
to  take  up  coal  by  option  and  sell  to  outside 
capitalists. 

The  Pennsylvania  and  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
roads  are  going  after  the  smoke  nuisance  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  in  a  manner  that  shows  results  are  being 
obtained  by  the  public  cry  against  this  objec¬ 
tionable  feature  of  the  city.  Both  roads  men¬ 
tioned  are  now  using  coke  entirely  for  their  help¬ 
ing  engines  through  the  city  limits,  and  within 
a  few  days  the  road  engines  also  will  use  coke 
when  in  the  city  limits. 

Fire  of  mysterious  origin  started  Tuesday 
morning  last,  i'n  the  tipple  at  No.  4  plant  of  the 
Jamison  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Crab-Tree,  one  of 
the  largest  mines  in  the  Greensburg  field.  Be¬ 
fore  the  flames  could  be  controlled  the  tipple, 
washery,  oil  house,  fan  house  and  blacksmith 
shop  were  burned  t®  the  ground.  Company  of¬ 
ficials  estimate  the  loss  at  $75,000.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  employed  at  the  plant  will  be 
thrown  out  of  work.  The  Jamison  company  will 
care  for  as  many  as  possible  of  them,  however, 
at  their  other  plants. 

A  peculiar  accident  occurred  last  week  at  the 
Carnegie  mine  of  the  Mansfield  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
near  Pittsburg.  A  derailed  coal  car  struck  a 
supporting  post  in  the  mine,  releasing  ten  tons 
of  coal  and  slate,  under  which  eight  men  were 
buried.  The  accident  occurred  when  the  men 
of  the  day  shift  were  going  off  duty.  All  of  the 
men  were  more  or  less  injured,  some  of  them 
seriously,  but  it  is  not  thought  that  any  of  them 
will  die.  The  coal  company  gave  the  injured 
miners  every  attention  possible  and  is  now  car¬ 
ing  for  them  at  their  homes. 

The  July  payment  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 
for  50,000  shares  of  the  preferred  stock  of  the 
River  Coal  Co.  will  amount  to  $4.01  per  share, 
the  largest  payment  since  the  contract  for  the 
stock  was  made.  This  also  indicates  an  in¬ 
creased  coal  production,  the  payments  being  based 
on  the  amount  of  coal  marketed.  The  payments 
for  the  stock  now  aggregate  $16.20,  the  unpaid 
balance  per  share  being  $28.71.  Payments  have 
been  made  as  follows:  January,  1904,  77c;  July, 
1904,  $2.88;  January,  1905,  $2.15;  July,  1905, 
$3.42;  January,  1906,  $3.06;  July,  1906,  $4.01. 

On  Tuesday  night  last  Pittsburg  was  treated  to 
a  regular  deluge  of  water.  In  spite  of  the  heavy 
rainfall,  however,  no  perceptible  difference  was 
made  in  the  water  stage.  There  is  a  crowd  of 
disconsolate  Pittsburg  river  men  strung  along 
at  various  points  on  the  Ohio  river.  They  are 
the  captains  and  mates  of  the  tied-up  towboats 
of  the  coal  companies.  The  crews  of  these  boats 
have  all  been  brought  home,  but  the  captains  and 
mates  must  stay  behind  to  take  care  of  their 
craft.  This  taking  care  of  idle  boats  is  a  listless 
and  wearisome  task,  and  the  men  are  heartily 
sick  of  it. 

The  Clare  Coke  Co.,  recently  formed  under  the 
presidency  of  James  A.  Bennett,  of  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  has  bought  the  coking  properties  heretofore 
owned  by  Joshua  \V.  Rhodes  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg, 
which  have  been  operated  under  the  name  of  the 
Penn  Coke  Co.  There  are  100  ovens  on  the 
property  which  the  new  owners  will  improve, 
and  to  which  an  additional  100  will  be  added.  The 
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l)ro(liict  is  cliii'lly  foundry  coko,  wliich  will  be 
marketed  under  tlie  name  of  "Clare”  instead  of 
"Rhodes.”  Lawrence  L.  Walters  is  secretary 
aTid  treasurer  of  the  new  company,  which  will 
have  headquarters  in  Creenshurg. 

Work  on  the  new  mine  shafts  of  the  Pittshurg- 
lUiffalo  Co.,  in  Washington  county,  which  was 
started  a  few  weeks  ago  and  which  will,  when 
com[)leted,  give  to  the  county  the  largest  coal 
mine  shafts  in  the  world,  has  proceeded  so  far 
that  both  are  down  above  twelve  feet  and  are 
being  sunk  steadily  and  rapidly  during  the  fa¬ 
vorable  weather.  The  company  is  also  construct¬ 
ing  the  foundations  for  some  of  the  buildings 
that  will  form  a  part  of  the  mines,  and  plans  are 
about  comi)leted  for  the  new  town  which  will 
surround  the  shafts.  All  of  the  headhouse  struc¬ 
tures  are  to  be  of  steel  and  masonry  and  perma¬ 
nency  is  being  considered  in  all  of  the  opera¬ 
tions. 

John  Strickler  Newmyer,  aged  fifty-eight  years, 
banker  and  coal  operator,  and  one  of  the  wealth¬ 
iest  and  most  widely  known  residents  of  Pay¬ 
ette  county,  died  on  the  fourteenth  inst.  at  his 
home  in  Dawson,  Pa.  Mr.  Newmyer  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  coal  operators  of  the  Connellsville 
region,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  general  manager  of  the  Dawson  lUectric 
Power  &  Light  Co.,  a  director  of  the  Washington 
Run  Coal  Co.,  chairman  of  the  board  of  managers 
of  the  Star  Supply  Co.,  a  director  of  the  Coch¬ 
ran  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  vice-president  of  the 
P'irst  National  Bank  of  Dawson,  Pa.  Mr.  New¬ 
myer  was  well  and  favorably  known  by  all  the 
coal  operators  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Connells- 
villc  districts,  and  was  held  in  the  highest  es¬ 
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In  many  respects  this  market  is  almost  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  as  it  was  last  week.  The  ten¬ 
dency  for  several  weeks  had  been  toward  an 
improvement  in  the  demand  for  coal,  and 
with  this  increased  demand  came  a  firmer 
market  and  some  rather  marked  advances  in 
prices.  This  improvement  is  continuing,  but 
perhaps  not  with  the  same  rapidity  that  had 
been  noticeable  for  some  time  back.  The 
number  of  inquiries  for  coal  is  very  great,  and 
the  business  they  are  bringing  in  to  the 
wholesalers  is  quite  gratifying.  It  is  need¬ 
less  to  say  that  the  selling  agencies  are  mak¬ 
ing  the  most  of  the  favorable  conditions,  and 
wherever  they  think  the  purchaser  will  stand 
a  little  advance  over  what  had  been  the  last 
quotation  to  him,  they  put  it  on,  and  in  many 
instances  a  telegraphic  reply  comes  to  ship 
the  coal.  In  some  instances  this  program 
is  not  followed,  however,  and  the  inquiring 
buyer  comes  back  with  a  letter  affecting  a 
great  deal  of  surprise  and  indignation  that 
the  producer  or  shipper  should  treat  him,  the 
buyer,  in  such  a  shabby  manner,  and  ends  by 
“working  the  sympathy  racket”  to  get  the 
coal  below  the  quotation  that  had  been  named 
him. 

Weeks  and  weeks  of  extremely  dull  busi¬ 
ness  and  some  instances  of  selling  coal  below 
cost  during  that  period,  when  the  producers 
were  doing  their  best  to  get  some  of  the 
regular  customers  to  take  advantage  of  the 
conditions  and  buy  coal,  are  still  fresh  in 
the  memories  of  the  selling  agencies,  and  the 
managers  of  these  concerns  must  now  feel  a 
retaliatory  delight  in  being  able  to  swell  their 
prices  to  the  same  people  they  tried  so  hard 
to  sell  to  and  failed  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Steadily  Rising  Market. 

As  indicated  in  the  beginning  of  this  re¬ 
port,  this  market  is  in  a  normal  and  very 
satisfactorv  condition.  There  is  no  question 
but  that  the  demand  for  coal  is  gradually  in¬ 
creasing,  and  it  is  a  safe  prediction  to  say 
that  the  market  will  be  much  better  before 
it  is  worse.  It  is  a  good  tip  to  buyers  to 
place  their  orders  now,  before  prices  advance 


teem  by  them.  He  was  also  regarded  as  a  true 
friend  liy  the  many  hundreds  of  em]doyes  who 
worked  for  the  various  companies  with  which 
he  was  connected. 

Plans  for  the  Coal  Operators’  Association  of 
Western  Pennsylvania,  which  have  been  under 
way  for  some  time,  have  been  allowed  to  rest 
for  a  few  weeks.  'I'he  desire  to  bring  all  of  the 
operators  in  this  portion  of  the  state  into  the 
organization  has  caused  the  matter  to  move  slow¬ 
ly.  Some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  movement 
are  out  of  the  country  at  present  and  their  pres¬ 
ence  is  necessary  before  a  final  agreement  is 
drawn  up.  The  matter  is  still  a  live  one,  and 
because  of  the  delay  it  is  said  there  is  no  reason 
for  suspecting  that  it  will  not  be  carriecl  to  com¬ 
pletion.  'I'he  question  of  having  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  as  a  member  has  not  been  fully  de¬ 
termined  upon  as  yet.  'I'he  ciuestion  of  voting 
power  must  be  fully  settled,  and  this  will  have 
to  be  carefully  considered.  It  is  desired  that  no 
one  interest  or  corporation  shall  have  a  majority 
of  votes  in  the  association,  and  in  this  way  the 
small  independents  will  be  always  well  repre¬ 
sented  in  deliberations.  In  the  meantime,  while 
waiting  for  the  definite  agreement  the  operators’ 
temporary  association  will  remain  in  control  of 
the  matter. 

An  important  discovery  for  the  abatement  of 
the  smoke  nuisance  is  claimed  by  the  inventor 
to  be  the  only  system  whereby  the  perfect  elimi¬ 
nation  of  all  smoke  is  obtained.  M.  L.  Teaff,  of 
Dennison,  Ohio,  is  the  inventor  of  the  new  proc¬ 
ess  referred  to.  He  spent  a  number  of  days  in 
Pittsburg  last  week  endeavoring  to  convince  the 
city  authorities  of  the  feasibility  of  his  inven¬ 
tion.  If  the  process  through  which  Mr.  Teaff 


again,  for  practically  the  same  prices  are 
current  this  week  as  last.  In  the  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  department  of  the  market  the 
firmest  possible  conditions  exist,  and  a  good 
idea  of  the  demand  for  smokeless  coal  can 
be  had  from  the  fact  that  one  of  the  largest 
handlers  of  smokeless  coal  in  this  market  re¬ 
ports  that  it  has  sold  its  entire  output  for 
the  balance  of  July  and  the  whole  month  of 
August.  This  puts  this  concern  on  easy  street 
until  the  first  of  September,  the  date  when 
smokeless  prices  usually  change,  and  if  there 
is  a  substantial  advance  at  that  time  it  will 
be  in  a  position  to  take  advantage  of  it.  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  are  now 
selling  for  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and 
smokeless  run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.25  a  ton 
to  the  general  trade  outside  of  Cincinnati, 
where  it  is  still  offered  for  $1.15  a  ton. 

Splint  and  gas  prices  are  relatively  higher 
than  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  for  $1.40  a 
ton  at  the  mines  is  now  the  minimum  quoted 
by  anyone  for  splint  lump,  and  for  special 
preparation,  such  as  block  and  other  extra 
coarse  lump  comparatively  higher  prices  are 
being  obtained,  but  for  limited  quantities  only. 

Slack  is  still  a  very  scarce  article,  and  any 
concern  having  a  quantity  of  this  coal  of  good 
quality  will  have  no  trouble  in  getting  seventy 
cents  a  ton  for  it,  and  in  some  instances 
seventy-five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  The 
lowest  quotation  heard  on  this  grade  of  fuel 
this  week  was  sixty-five  cents,  and  this  was 
for  a  lot  of  nut  and  slack  of  very  ordinary 
quality,  and  the  highest  was  eighty  cents. 
The  "War  Eagle  Fuel  Co.,  which  produces  a 
large  quantity  of  War  Eagle  coal,  a  fuel  of 
distinctive  quality,  and  mined  by  no  other 
concern,  quotes  this  week  the  following 
prices;  Lump  and  egg,  $1.50;  nut,  $1.40;  run- 
of-mine,  $1.10;  and  nut  and  slack,  80  cents; 
all  these  prices  being  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  in 
West  Virginia. 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  past  few  days  put 
a  new  aspect  upon  the  river  coal  situation, 
and  from  appearances  today  it  looks  as  if  the 
Kanawha  shippers  will  get  out  a  good  round 
lot  of  coal  the  latter  part  of  this  week.  From 
the  best  information  at  hand  The  Black 
Diamond  learned  that  there  are  about  150 
barges  of  coal  loaded  in  the  Kanawha  river. 


proposes  to  put  the  coal  is  successful  in  a  pre¬ 
liminary  test  it  may  be  taken  up  by  the  city  au¬ 
thorities  and  its  use  recommended  in  the  citj'. 
For  some  time  the  authorities  of  Pittsburg  have 
been  looking  for  a  successful  smoke  consumer. 
Mr.  'I'eaff  in  an  interview  gave  a  description  of 
his  invention,  which  is  extremely  interesting, 
although  it  may  not  be  entirely  practical :  "I 
am  a  practical  machinist,  having  worked  for  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  for  fifty-two  years,  and 
soon  will  retire  on  their  pension  list.  Twenty 
years  ago  I  began  experimenting,  believing  there 
was  some  sure  method  of  removing  from  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  its  smoke-producing  sulphuric  and 
carbonic  acid  gases,  h'or  seventeen  years  I  kept 
experimenting  and  at  last  my  labors  were  re- 
wardeci.  I  discovered  a  chemical  which  not  only 
kills  the  smoke,  but  adds  properties  to  the  coal 
that  makes  it  give  out  nearly  twice  as  much  heat 
as  before,  and  thus  decreases  the  amount  of  coal 
needed  in  any  furnace.  My  method  as  finally  per¬ 
fected  is  this ;  I  deposit  the  coal  in  an  almost  air 
tight  steel  chamber,  and  turn  on  steam  so  that 
the  coal  is  heated  for  six  hours  to  a  temperature 
of  from  212  to  250  degrees  Fahrenheit,  'fhe  se¬ 
cret  lies  in  the  chemical  I  put  in  the  water  tliat 
makes  the  steam.  The  chemical  permeates  with 
the  steam  through  the  pores  of  the  coal,  destroys 
the  sulphuric  and  carbonic  acids  or  gases,  and 
deposits  therein  hydrogen  and  oxygen  gases 
which,  when  burned,  create  the  most  intense  heat, 
'fhe  chemical  itself  adds  still  more  to  the  heat- 
producing  qualities.  One  bushel  of  this  treated 
coal  is  equal  in  heat-producing  qualities  to  two 
tons  of  ordinary  bituminous  coal.  When  the 
steam  is  turned  off  the  coal  dries  out  immediately, 
eliminating  all  moisture  and  coal  tar  in  the  coal, 
so  that  one  can  wipe  the  coal  with  pure  white 
paper  and  it  leaves  only  the  trace  of  a  stain.” 


Cincinnati. 

and  it  is  likely  that  the  greater -portion  of  the 
coal  will  find  its  way  to  the  Cincinnati  mar¬ 
ket  by  the  end  of  the  week.  There  was  not 
enough  rain  at  the  headwaters  of  the  feeders 
of  the  Ohio  river  at  Pittsburg,  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  any  coal  will  get  away  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  unless  there  is  more  rain  immediately,  a 
condition  not  expected  by  the  %veather  bureau. 

River  coal  prices  are  unchanged,  and  al¬ 
though  it  is  likely  that  the  stock  on  hand  will 
be  augmented  by  upward  of  2,000,000  bush¬ 
els  (the  river  people  still  sell  their  coal  by 
the  bushel)  during  the  next  few  days,  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  prices  will  advance 
before  they  are  lower.  It  is  now  too  late 
in  the  season  for  any  low-priced  river  coal. 
A  range  of  prices  for  lump  afloat  in  barges  is 
from  seven  to  eight  cents  a  bushel,  with  most 
of  the  few  sales  at  seven  and  a  half.  Nut 
and  slack  afloat  is  as  scarce  as  it  is  on  rails, 
and  it  ranges  in  price,  according  to  quality', 
from  five  and  a  half  to  si.x  cents  a  bushel. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  continues  ex¬ 
cellent.  That  is  the  best  way  to  describe  the 
present  condition  of  the  trade.  Families  of 
means  are  nearly  all  buying  their  winter  coal, 
and  leaving  the  winter  trade  and  high  prices 
for  the  poor  and  improvident.  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  lump  sell  for  $4.00.  anthracite  $7.50, 
and  splint  lump  $3.25  a  ton  delivered  to  fami¬ 
lies.  Nut  and  slack  is  worth  from  $1.90  a 
ton  for  the  poorest,  to  $2.25  for  the  best,  which 
in  this  case  is  Pocahontas  and  New  River. 

There  is  litttle  or  no  change  in  coke,  prices 
hovering  about  $2.50  a  ton  at  the  ovens. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

W,  P.  Slaughter,  general  manager  of  the 
Glen  .^lum  Fuel  Co.,  will  probably  leave  early 
next  week,  with  his  wife,  for  .\tlantic  City, 
where  he  will  spend  his  vacation. 

C.  S.  Lesher,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  is  a  New 
York  gentleman  who  has  taken  up  his  abode 
in  the  Queen  City,  and  who  is  making  many 
friends  here.  He  has  the  advantage,  how¬ 
ever,  of  being  introduced  by  J.  C.  Wheeler, 
formerly'  of  tlie  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co., 
but  now  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from 
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Messrs.  Wheeler  and  Lesher  are  meeting  with 
great  success  in  their  new  company. 

Fire  in  the  Big  Four  coal  elevator  at 
Avery  alley  and  the  Big  Four  tracks  Monday 
morning  destroyed  over  .$.5,(100  worth  of  prop¬ 
erty.  The  fire  spread  quickly  from  the 
buildings  to  a  large  pile  of  coal  that  had  been 
stored  away  for  emergency  use,  and  the  fire¬ 
men  had  a  stubborn  fight  to  prevent  a  much 
heavier  loss.  The  destroyed  elevator  will  be 
replaced  at  once.  ^  ,, 

I.  J.  Donnelly  has  succeeded  J.  M.  Breen 
as  traveling  salesman  for  the  Thacker  Co.  for 
Ohio  and  Indiana.  Mr.  Donnelly  is  widely 
and  favorably  known  in  the  local  coal  trade 
as  a  valued  man  in  the  offices  of  the  Thacker 
Co.,  and  it  is  due  him  to  say  that  he  is  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  will  command  respect  wherever 
he  goes.  His-  pleasant  personality  and  the 
high  grade  coal  he  sells  ought  to  make  him 
quite  popular  on  the  road. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  favorably  known  throughout 
the  country  as  “the  cannel  coal  man,”  has  just 
received  a  merited  promotion  from  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  having  been 
elevated  from  the  position  of  “general  south¬ 
ern  agent”  to  that  of  “general  sales  agent, 
with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati.  Mr.  (Mor¬ 
gan,  in  speaking  of  his  company,  which  is  the 
largest  producer  of  cannel  coal  in  the  world, 
said  that  it  is  constantly  increasing  its  ton¬ 
nage  and  territory.  He  is  engaged  at  Ihis 
time  in  loading  a  cargo  of  3,500  tons  of  his 
celebrated  “Pluto”  cannel  at  Toledo  for  ship- 


K.\ns.4S  City,  July  10.— (Special  Correspond- 
^,,(ff,)_Although  it  is  midsummer,  nearly  all  of 
the  mines  in  the  southwest  except  in  Arkan¬ 
sas  are  in  operation.  This  is  an  unusual  con¬ 
dition  and  is  due  to  the  shortage  ot  fuel 
caused  by  the  recent  strike.  The  mines  are 
producing  more  coal  than  is  needed  for  im¬ 
mediate  consumption,  but  all  of  it  is  finding 
a  market  at  fair  prices.  The  consumers  of 
steam  coal  had  their  stocks  completely  de¬ 
pleted  by  the  strike  and  many  of  these  are 
putting  coal  into  storage.  The  demand  for 
coal  for  harvest  and  transportation  purposes 
is  good  and  the  manufacturing  consumption 
is  excellent  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Some  of  the  retail  dealers  in  Kansas  City 
have  cut  bituminous  coal  prices  twenty-nve 
cents  a  ton  in  order  to  create  a  midsummer 
domestic  demand.  Most  of  the  coal  bins  in 
town  are  empty,  but  there  has  been  no  rush 
yet  to  store  coal  for  the  winter  by  house¬ 
holders  since  the  prices  were  cut. 

Arkansas  Fight  for  Double  Standard. 

Peace  now  prevails  in  all  parts  of  the  south¬ 
western  mining  field  except  in  Arkansas, 
where  a  large  number  of  miners  have  defied 
the  unions  and  the  operators  by  refusing  to 
return  to  work.  The  Arkansas  executive 
board  conferred  in  Fort  Smith  last  week  with 
Commissioner  Bennett  Brown  regarding  the 
prosecution  of  the  coal  operators  of  .Arkan¬ 
sas  for  violating  the  state  law  against  the 
double  standard.  The  operators  and  many  oi 
the  miners  insist  on  the  coal  being  screenecl, 
which  is  paid  for  at  a  higher  rate  because  it 
is  more  valuable  to  the  operators  when 
screened.  -At  the  instigation  of  other  miners, 
however,  the  legislature  passed  the  law  which 
enables  the  miners  to  get  paid  a  lower  rate 
for  all  the  coal  they  mine,  thus  placing  a 
premium  on  carelessness,  which  destroys 
large  quantities  of  coal  by  reckless  blasting, 
which  reduces  it  to  slack. 

The  district  court  at  Fort  Smith  has  de¬ 
clared  the  law  constitutional,  the  decision 
being  a  victory  for  those  miners  at  whose 
instigation  it  was  passed.  .An  appeal  has  been 
taken,  however,  and  at  the  board  meeting  last 
week  it  was  agreed  that  all  the  miners  should 
go  to  work  on  the  double  standard  basis 
pending  the  decision  of  the  higher  court,  and 
that  no  more  prosecutions  should  follow, 
pending  the  same  decision. 

But  down  on  the  Arkansas  river  near 
Spudra,  where  the  Arkansas  anthracite  is 


ment  to  the  far  northwest,  and  he  is  also 
shipping  another  cargo  out  of  the  country. 
He  is  now  negotiating  for  the  shipment  of 
still  another  cargo  to  South  America.  Mr. 
Morgan,  besides  selling  an  enormous  tonnage 
of  cannel  coal,  is  the  general  manager  of  the 
Pocahontas  company  of  this  city,  which  has 
a  model  coal  plant  here  for  the  retailing  of 
Pocahontas  and  other  high  grade  coals. 

.A  coal  deal  of  considerable  importance  was 
completed  here  this  week  through  which  the 
Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
succeeds  to  the  retail  business  of  the  Hinsch 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  properties  involved 
consist  of  the  lease  which  the  llinsch  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  held  on  the  large  tract  of  ground 
west  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  s 
plant,  along  with  the  improvements,  consist¬ 
ing  of  a  coal  elevator,  bins,  sidings,  floats  at 
the  river,  teams  and  wagons,  as  well  as  the 
centrally  located  retail  j'ard  at  Blair  avenue, 
.Avondale,  with  its  hoppers,  stables,  etc.  The 
Hinsch  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  will  retire  from  the 
retail  field,  and  confine  its  energies  to  the 
wholesale  trade  exclusively.  Only  a  few 
weeks  ago  the  Hinsch  company  bought  out 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  a  prosperous 
young  wholesale  concern.  William  Clauss  is 
the  hustling  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  the  genius  who 
has  built  up  from  nothing  one  of  the  largest 
retail  trades  of  the  city.  Air.  Clauss  has  al¬ 
ready  assumed  control  of  the  Hinsch  retail 
business. 


mined,  the  miners  still  refuse  to  return  to  ' 
work.  They  are  picking  blackberries,  which 
are  now  ripe,  and  catching  catfish.  _  They 
laugh  at  the  orders  of  the  miners’  unicin  for 
them  to  return  to  work.  Even  John  Mitchell 
told  them  to  go  to  work,  but  they  ignored 
his  command.  As  a  result  of  this  situation 
no  Arkansas  anthracite  is  coming  to  the  Kan¬ 
sas  City  market.  The  miners  are  natives  and 
will  return  to  work  when  the  berries  are  gone 
and  the  fish  cease  to  bite. 

Nine  New  Coal  Mines. 

Seven  new  coal  mines  which  will  soon  be 
in  operation  in  the  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  district, 
will  employ  2,000  men. 

The  Edwards  Coal  Co.,  which  recently  ac- 
(|uired  about  2,000  acres  of  coal  land  north  of 
Pittsburg,  between  Alulberry  and  Englevale, 
on  the  Frisco,  is  opening  up  the  first  of  about 
half  a  dozen  mines  on  the  Alillcr  land  south 
of  Alulberry. 

The  Sheridan  Coal  Co.  is  opening  up  an¬ 
other  large  mine  near  Fuller,  which  will  em¬ 
ploy  when  completed  200  or  more  men. 

The  Columbus  Coal  Co.  is  opening  up  a 
new  mine  on  the  Aloore  farm,  west  of  Alul¬ 
berry,  for  200  men. 

The  Gross  &  Aliller  Coal  Co.  is  putting 
in  a  mine  on  the  Smalley  land,  west  of  Coal- 
vale,  for  150  men. 

The  J.  H.  Crowe  Coal  Co.  is  putting  in  two 
more  mines  near  Alulberry,  one  on  the  Bruce 
land  and  the  other  on  the  Tharp  farm,  for 
300  men. 

The  Frontenac  Coal  &  Alining  Co.  is  open¬ 
ing  up  a  mine  northwest  of  Frontenac  on 
the  Santa  Fe  for  175  men. 

The  Kansas  City  Southern  and  Frisco  coal 
interests,  both  of  which  have  been  acquiring 
large  coal  land  holdings  north  of  Pittsburg. 
Kas.,  are  also  about  to  develop  that  part  of 
the  field. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Alining  Co.  has  just 
opened  one  new  mine  near  Fleming  and  is 
preparing  to  open  up  others  north  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  near  Arma. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  got  hold 
of  about  2,000  acres  of  coal  northwest  of 
Pittsburg  on  the  Frisco,  and  will  soon  open 
up  a  new  field. 

In  the  south  end  of  the  field  developments 
are  being  pushed  rapidly.  The  Katy  coal  in¬ 
terests  will  open  up  new  mines  at  Mineral. 

The  Missouri  and  Kansas  Coal  Dealers’ 
■Association  is  trying  to  discover  what  causes 


“short  weights”  in  coal  shipments.  W.  W. 
Cleland,  Lawrence,  Kas.,  president,  and  Henry 
Xesbit,  Atchison,  Kas.,  secretary,  visited  all 
the  larger  retail  companies  in  Kansas  City 
this  week,  seeking  evidence.  Later  they  will 
visit  other  cities  in  Kansas  and  Alissouri.  The 
trouble  is  of  long  standing. 

When  a  car  of  coal  is  consigned  to  a  dealer 
and  loaded  at  the  mine  and  shipped  by  rail 
it  is  weighed  both  at  the  mine  and  at  the 
point  of  destination.  Retail  dealers  complain 
that  when  they  receive  the  shipment  they 
find  it  from  one  to  three  tons  short  of  the 
weight  registered  at  the  mine.  A  car  of  coal, 
depending  of  course  on  the  size  of  the  car, 
contains  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons  of  coal._ 

Now  the  retail  dealers  want  to  know  just 
where  this  loss  occurs.  Is  it  a  short  weight 
at  the  mine?  Is  the  empty  car  improperly 
weighed?  Is  the  coal  lost  in  transit?  On 
which  of  these  three  questions  can  the  short¬ 
age  be  blamed?  Or  are  they  all  wrong,  and 
is  there  some  entirely  different,  undiscovered 
previously,  cause? 

When  the  cause  of  the  trouble  is  ascer¬ 
tained,  the  association  will  attempt  to  remedy 
it  either  by  conference  with  the  mine  owners 
or  the  railroads.  If  failure  is  met  with  at 
these  points,  the  plan  is  to  get  relief  through 
the  legislature  by  a  statute.  Kansas  has  a 
measure  on  its  law  books  on  the  matter,  but 
it  is  not  all  that  is  to  be  desired.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  wishes  to  get  a  bill  passed  which  is  to 
be  alike  in  both  Kansas  and  Alissouri. 

Natural  Gas  for  Kansas  City. 

The  council  of  Kansas  City  is  getting  ready 
at  last  to  grant  a  natural  gas  franchise.  The 
company  which  is  to  get  the  franchise  is  a 
new  one,  however,  and  it  will  be  two  years 
before  it  will  be  in  a  position  to  supply  the 
city  with  natural  gas.  It  proposes  to  sell  it 
at  twenty-five  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet 
for  domestic  consumption  and  at  a  low  enough 
rate  for  manufacturers  to  compete  with  slack 
coal. 


The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit.  July  19. —  (Special  Correspondence.)  — 
On  the  whole  there  is  a  slight  improvement  in 
the  coal  market  in  this  city.  “This  looks  like  the 
beginning  of  a  prosperous  period.”  said  a  promi¬ 
nent  shipper.  “Factories  are  running  to  their  full 
capacity,  stocks  are  getting  slowly  hut  steadily 
lower,  and  nothing  can  prevent  an  active  market 
in  the  near  future.” 

Cars  Are  Very  Scarce. 

The  shippers  experience  great  difficulty  in  get¬ 
ting  flat  cars,  especially  from  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railway.  Boats,  too,  are  scarce.  .A  certain 
West  Virginia  operator  has  8,000  tons  of  coal  at 
Toledo  waiting  to  be  shipped  up  the  lakes.  When 
in  Detroit  a  day  or  two  ago  he  stated  that  he 
was  trying  to  get  some  cars  for  rail  shipments, 
but  so  far  had  experienced  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  them. 

Though  the  lake  shipments  have  produced  a 
car  shortage  which  will  probably  keep  up  until 
navigation  closes,  yet  this  shortage  is  not  gen¬ 
eral.  One  agent  of  a  very  large  company,  which 
is  sending  daily  up  the  lakes  five  hundred  car¬ 
loads,  told  your  correspondent  that  his  concern 
was  having  no  difficultv  whatever  in  getting  cars. 

H.  II.  Heiner,  of  Columbus.  Ohio,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  spent  a  day 
or  two  in  this  city  this  week.  1  his  company  is 
rushing  coal  up  the  lakes  at  a  rapid  rate,  and  the 
demand  for  coal  tonnage  at  Cleveland  continues 
very  active. 

Prices  Show  Upward  Trend. 

Slack  is  getting  more  plentiful,  but  the  deinand 
appears  to  be  no  greater  for  fine  coal  than  it  is 
for  the  coarse  varieties.  Yet  there  is  no  let-up 
in  the  price  of  slack.  In  fact,  prices  have  stit- 
fened  up  all  along  the  line,  the  Fairmont  and 
Consolidation  companies  having  given  theirs  a 
boost  of  about  ten  cents  on  the  average. 

Joe  Martin,  of  Rosedale.  Ind.,  who  has  2.^0 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Bickncll,  Ind..  is  drilling 
test  holes  in  search  of  a  suitable  location  for  a 
shaft. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  July  10. —  {St>ecial  Corre- 
sf’Otideiice.) — 'I'lie  coke  car  distribution  contro¬ 
versy  in  tlie  Pocaliontas  region  still  rages,  and 
will  not  be  determined  finally  until  passed  upon 
by  the  courts.  The  injunction  taken  out  against 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad’s  recent  order 
was  applied  for  before  a  judge  in  Virginia,  just 
across  the  state  line,  and  a  ciuestion  has  arisen 
whether  this  state  injunction  docs  not  clash  with 
the  interstate  commerce  law. 

As  has  been  explained  previously,  the  railroad 
for  years  was  in  the  practice  of  giving  the  older 
companies  in  the  field  a  certain  number  of  cars, 
called  arbilraries.  Upon  the  formation  of  a  new 
coke-selling  agency  by  the  Tierney  and  Crozier 
interests,  and  because  of  a  clamor  for  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  cars  based  solely  upon  a  production  basis, 
the  railroad  ended  the  arbitrary  car  system  and 
substituted  a  distribution  based  on  the  number 
of  ovens. 

The  allotted  ovens  were  assigned  and  allotted 
as  follows  in  a  circular  effective  July  first:  Poca¬ 
hontas  Collieries  Co.,  158;  Mill  Creek  Coal  & 
Coke,  47 ;  Caswell  Creek  Coal  &  Coke,  38 ; 
Rooth-Bowen  Coal  &  Coke,  45 ;  Buckeye  Coal  & 
Coke,  29. 

The  injunction  was  applied  for  by  the  first 
named  company,  which  claims  it  should  receive 
a  much  larger  per  cent  of  all  coal  cars  available 
for  distribution. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  field  the  first  operators 
had  a  certain  number  of  cars  assigned  to  them 
on  account  of  being  pioneers  in  the  region.  These 
were  assigned  to  them  wholly  on  account  of 
their  priority  in  the  field.  All  other  operators 
who  developed  coal  properties  later  had  their 
percentages  based  on  the  number  of  coke  ovens 
erected.  The  pioneer  operators  not  only  had  a 
coal  car  rating  on  the  ovens  they  built,  but 
also  had  a  rating  in  excess  of  their  coke  oven 
rating,  which  was  known  as  an  arbitrary  rating, 
and  due  to  priority  of  operation. 

By  agreement  this  arbitrary  rating  was  recog¬ 
nized,  but  it  expired  in  1899  by  the  statute  of 
limitations.  But  since  that  time  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  has  been  making  its  distribution  as 
though  the  agreement  was  still  in  effect.  So  long 
as  cars  were  plenty  no  agitation  resulted,  but 
the  formation  of  new  enterprises  recently  and 
the  feeling  against  discrimination  have  brought 


Indianapolis,  July  19. —  (Slyccial  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — That  partial  peace  still  exists  in  the  In- 
iliana  fields  is  not  due  to  the  desire  of  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  mine  workers’  union.  On  the 
contrary,  a  very  large  per  cent  is  showing  an 
ugly  disposition  over  some  of  the  minor  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  two-year  agreement  recently  signed 
at  Terre  Haute  and  has  been  threatening  to  re¬ 
sort  to  its  favorite  weapon,  a  strike,  unless  its 
demands  were  granted. 

The  situation  has  been  so  turbulent  that  Presi¬ 
dent  Mitchell  declared  at  the  first  of  the  .week 
that  it  looked  as  if  there  might  be  a  general 
suspension  throughout  the  state  pending  a  re¬ 
adjustment  of  the  differences.  As  usual,  he  said 
that  the  miners  were  justified.  The  fact  of  the 
matter  is  that  many  of  the  miners  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  operators  were  smart 
enough  to  look  after  their  own  interests,  and  for 
onee  they  obtained  an  agreement  that  will  help 
protect  their  properties  if  it  is  lived  up  to. 

Disaffection  in  Miners’  Organization. 

The  miners  have  shown  their  dissatisfaction 
with  their  own  officials  in  a  number  of  ways. 
In  the  Seeleyville  district  mass  meetings  have 
been  held  for  the  purpose  of  inaugurating  a 
movement  to  call  another  state  convention  of  the 
miners  at  Terre  Haute  to  rescind  the  present 
agreement.  Nothing  of  a  definite  nature  has  ma¬ 
terialized  along  that  line,  but  it  has  resulted  in 
a  lack  of  harmony  among  the  miners  and  a  dis¬ 
satisfaction  with  their  own  officials  that  may 
cause  trouble  at  any  time. 

The  most  serious  trouble  between  the  miners 


on  the  present  situation.  If  the  injunction  of 
the  Pocahontas  Collieries  Co.  should  be  made 
permanent,  the  old  order  of  things  would  rule  so 
fas  as  it  is  concerned.  In  this  event  the  other 
concerns  will  likely  demand  a  thorough  investiga¬ 
tion  by  the  interstate  commerce  commission. 

In  the  rest  of  the  West  Virginia  field  there  is 
no  development  of  particular  moment.  Prices 
are  firm  at  the  figures  that  have  prevailed  for 
weeks,  and  the  output  is  steady.  There  are  signs 
of  summer  dullness,  but  all  the  shipping  mines 
would  be  glad  to  accommodate  additional  labor. 

General  and  Personal  Notes. 

W.  A.  Jameson,  who  was  connected  with  the 
Buckeye  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  private  secretary  for  Isaac  T.  Mann,  the 
prominent  Bluefield  operator. 

Work  has  commenced  on  the  shaft  for  the 
Crab  Orchard  Co.  at  Wittenberg,  in  the  New 
River  field.  Eventually  a  second  shaft  will  be 
sunk  and  the  work  is  expected  to  take  a  couple 
of  months. 

B.  White,  who  has  represented  the  Kanawha 
Fuel  Co.  at  Beckley,  has  gone  into  business  for 
himself  at  that  point  and  will  handle  the  product 
of  the  Cranberry  Fuel,  and  other  concerns.  He 
is  now  constructing  bins  and  sidings. 

The  only  coal  companies  organized  recently 
have  been  two  at  Charleston — namely,  the  Chel- 
yan  and  Coalburg-Kanawha.  They  will  develop 
properties  in  the  Kanawha  region. 

Two  representatives  of  a  Japanese  mining  firm 
at  Tokio  have  just  inspected  the  operations  of  the 
Pocahontas  Collieries  Co.  and  others  in  that 
region.  They  are  on  a  tour  through  the  prin¬ 
cipal  coal  fields  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  semi-officially  announced  that  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.  will  open  a  new  mine  at  Lumber- 
port,  in  Harrison  county,  at  a  cost  of  approxi¬ 
mately  $300,000.  The  high  cost  is  credited  to 
superior  equipment  to  be  installed.  When  corn- 
pleted  it  is  said  that  the  Lumberport  mine  will 
equal  the  company’s  best  mines.  All  told  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.  works  about  fifty  mines,  those 
at  Gipsy,  New  England  and  other  points  being 
model  affairs.  The  company  is  constantly  im¬ 
proving  its  mines  and  to  its  modern  methods  is 
due  largely  its  increasing  success. 


and  operators  has  occurred  in  the  Linton  district, 
where  about  1,000  miners  employed  by  the 
United  Fourth  Vein  Coal  Co.  have  been  out 
awaiting  a  settlement  of  a  small  matter.  The 
difference  arose  over  the  question  of  what  con¬ 
stituted  a  “reasonable  amount’’  of  slate.  The 
contract  provides  that  the  miners  shall  remove 
a  reasonable  amount. 

The  claim  was  made  by  those  who  quit  work 
that  the  company  demanded  more  than  a  reason¬ 
able  amount.  Work  was  suspended  in  six  mines 
and  general  suspension  was  threatened  in  the 
Linton  field.  As  a  result  of  the  conference  be¬ 
tween  the  executive  committee  of  the  miners  and 
operators  at  Terre  Haute  the  first  of  the  week 
work  was  resumed  and  other  miners  persuaded 
not  to  strike  pending  a  readjustment  of  the 
question. 

A  meeting  was  scheduled  for  Thursday  night 
at  Terre  Haute,  at  which  the  members  of  the  two 
executive  committees  hoped  to  reach  an  agree¬ 
ment  as  to  what  constituted  a  “reasonable 
amount”  of  slate.  It  is  believed  now  that  the 
trouble  will  be  smoothed  over  and  the  miners 
pacified,  for  the  time  being  at  least,  but  the  hos¬ 
tile  disposition  they  have  shown  toward  the 
present  agreement  because  of  its  fairness  to  the 
operators  warrants  the  prediction  that  they  will 
be  as  difficult  as  ever  to  keep  in  line. 

Condition  of  Market  Normal. 

The  coal  trade  here  and  throughout  the  state 
is  about  as  good  as  could  be  expected  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Considerable  domestic  busi¬ 
ness  is  being  done  among  the  class  of  consumers 


that  buy  during  the  summer  months.  Aside  from 
this,  however,  there  is  very  little  doing  in  the 
domestic  line. 

The  steam  coal  trade  is  about  the  same  as  it 
usually  is  at  this  season.  It  is  light,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  as  many  industries  are  shut  down  for 
the  summer  vacation.  However,  there  has  been 
much  work  throughout  the  field  and  enough 
activity  in  the  trade  to  indicate  that  the  winter 
season  will  be  better  than  the  last  one  unless 
the  weather  is  all  against  it.  The  prices  continue 
about  the  same  as  they  have  been  since  the  miners 
resumed  work. 

Extension  of  Illinois  Central. 

The  Illinois  Central  is  pushing  the  construction 
of  its  Indianapolis  Southern  branch  and  bids  fair 
to  have  it  in  operation  as  far  as  Switz  City  by 
winter.  It  is  now  running  regular  trains  as  far 
as  Bloomington,  Ind.  It  will  not  be  a  factor  in 
the  coal  business,  however,  until  it  reaches  the 
Linton  district,  which  it  hopes  to  do  soon.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  trade  are  hoping  that  it  will  be  a  big 
help  during  the  coming  winter. 

4  he  future  of  the  Chicago,  Indianapolis  & 
Evansville  Railroad  Co.,  which  was  incorporated 
to  build  a  road  between  the  points  named,  seems 
indefinite,  as  it  is  understood  that  it  is  having 
difficulty  financing  the  project.  It  has  leased 
several  thousand  acres  of  land  in  Pike  and  War¬ 
rick  counties  and  is  said  to  have  found  a  rich 
vein  of  coal,  but  it  does  not  look  now  as  if  it 
will  be  able  to  market  it  in  the  near  future. 


The  Coal  Trade  at  Toledo. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  July  10.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — July  gives  promise  of  being  even  more 
disappointing  to  coal  men  doing  lake  business 
than  was  June.  Six  weeks  ago  it  was  thought 
that  June  would  see  the  adjustment  of  local  ship¬ 
ments,  but  it  did  not,  and  now,  just  when  things 
are  getting  to  a  point  where  normal  conditions 
ought  to  reign,  there  is  a  growing  disposition  on 
the  part  of  boat  men  to  fight  shy  of  coal  cargoes 
and  confine  their  efforts  to  ore,  which  is  more 
easily  handled  and  which  is  netting  more  money 
at  present. 

With  coal  shipments  yet  greatly  below  what 
they  should  be  and  a  preference  to  avoid  taking 
coal  if  there  is  the  least  bit  of  delay  in  loading 
or  getting  a  cargo,  it  is  not  difficult  to  see  that 
the  closing  months  of  navigation,  at  this  port  at 
least,  will  see  a  greater  rush  than  usual.  Con¬ 
tracts  have  been  made  during  the  past  month 
for  large  lots,  delivery  not  starting  until  the 
middle  of  August.  Added  to  this  will  be  the 
coal  which  Ohio  operators,  w’ho  have  been  and 
in  some  instances  are  yet  tied  up  by  a  strike,  are 
under  contract  to  deliver  during  navigation,  so 
that  a  large  amount  presents  itself  for  carrying 
during  the  three  closing  months  of  navigation. 
A  condition  in  some  instances  similar  to  this  was 
ameliorated  last  fall  by  the  lateness  of  the  season, 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  another  inter¬ 
vention  of  nature  or  Providence  this  season. 

No  Reason  for  Refusing  Cargoes. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  why  boat  owners  talk  about 
having  to  wait  for  coal  at  this  end.  Possibly  at 
rare  intervals  there  is  a  little  delay  in  getting 
coal  to  the  docks,  but  these  intervals  are  con¬ 
fined  to  holidays  or  Sundays.  As  a  rule  the 
movement  of  coal  has  been  free,  and  if  not  as 
liberal  as  it  might  have  been,  boats  coming  here 
for  coal  have  never  been  obliged  to  wait  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  discommode  themselves. 

The  market  generally  at  Toledo  shows  signs  of 
improving.  The  most  encouraging  feature  is  the 
increasing  demand  for  coal.  Day  by  day  more 
and  more  consumers  are  again  brought  back  to 
the  fold  by  reason  of  having  consumed  the  stock 
they  purchased  before  the  strike.  This  increase 
of  demand  could  do  no  other  than  gradually 
strengthen  the  market,  even  though  to  date  prices 
have  ruled  firm.  Prices  have  been  fixed  on  Ohio 
grades  and  a  gradual  increase  in  business  along 
all  these  lines  is  manifest.  Notwithstanding 
numerous  and  contradictorj'  reports,  labor  dif¬ 
ferences  have  not  been  entirely  settled  and  the 
Ohio  mines  are  not  yet  running  full  capacity. 

This  is  the  time  of  year  when  the  demand  for 
harvest  coal  helps  things  along,  and  dealers  are 
generally  benefited  thereby.  The  same  is  also 
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true  of  municipal  and  public  contracts.  Bidding 
on  all  such  contracts  which  have  thus  far  been 
awarded  has  been  brisk  and  promises  to  con¬ 
tinue  so.  Domestic  grades  of  soft_  coal  are 
brightening  up  and  more  business  is  reported 
every  day.  Hard  coal  is  beginning  to  have  a  call, 
as  consumers  who  are  in  the  habit  of  storing 
summer  coal  feel  that  if  they  want  to  profit  by 
summer  prices  they  had  better  get  under  cover 

early.  .  . 

So  thoroughly  have  the  press  associations  cov¬ 
ered  the  developments  in  the  cases  of  those  coal 
men  who,  conducting  ice  plants  _  in  connection 
with  their  coal  business,  were  indicted  for  being 
members  of  a  local  ice  trust,  that  it  is  needless 
to  cover  details  of  the  affair  other  than  to  state 
that  nothing  has  transpired  in  Toledo  in  years 
which  has  attracted  so  much  attention,  either  lo¬ 
cally  or  generally,  as  has  these  cases.  After  a 
brief  respite  they  will  again  be  taken  up  July 
nineteen,  and  Prosecutor  Wachenheimer  appears 
determined  to  send  them  to  jail,  as  they  are  now 
out  on  bond  pending  the  decision  of  some  points 
by  the  higher  court. 


of  them  have  tonnage  contracts  and  will  be  able 
to  take  advantage  of  this  as  soon  as  the  mines 
are  opened. 

It  is  now  believed  that  an  agreement  of  some 
kind  will  be  reached  by  the  operators  and  miners 
this  week. 

Coal  Trade  in  The  South. 

Nashville,  Ienn.,  July  10. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— 'Iht  coal  firms  in  Nashville  and 
neighboring  cities  of  the  state  give  expres¬ 
sion  to  the  opinion  that  the  summer  busi¬ 
ness  is  in  the  main  of  a  very  satisfactory  na¬ 
ture.  The  retail  business  compares  very 
favorably  in  volume  with  last  summer’s  busi¬ 
ness.  There  have  been  no  advance  of  prices 
in  this  d.epartment.  The  wholesale  trade  is 
active  and  prices  have  stiffened  up  some  in 
wholesale  coal  lines.  The  mining  firms  rep¬ 
resented  here  indicate  a  substantial  progress 
and  the  mining  development  going  on  in  the 
Cumberland  mountains  and  further  eastward 
in  what  is  properly  known  as  East  Tennessee 
is  of  a  very  extensive  character. 


Receiver  T.  H.  Conway  sold  at  Birmingham 
the  other  day  the  coal  mines  and  properties 
of  the  Eastern  Cahaba  Coal  Co.,  located  at 
Colmant,  Shelby  county,  Ala.  The  value  of 
the  property,  according  to  the  receiver’s  in¬ 
ventory,  was  $20,028.04.  G.  M.  Bowers  was 
the  purchaser  for  $8,025.  Mr.  Bowers  stated 
that  he  bought  the  mines  for  himself  and  not 
as  agent  for  any  other  individual  or  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Tennessee  state  republican  convention, 
which  met  in  Nashville  July  twelfth,  nomi¬ 
nated  for  railroad  commissioner  the  Hon. 
Daniel  Cooper  Swab,  of  Claiborne  county, 
Tenn.  Mr.  Swab  is  a  coal  operator  and  he 
employs  several  hundred  men.  In  1887  Mr. 
Swab’s  father  opened  a  small  coal  mine  in 
Claiborne  county,  Tenn.,  which  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  into  one  of  the  largest  coal  fields  in 
that  section.  Several  years  ago  Mr.  Swab 
died,  leaving  the  mine  in  the  hands  of  Daniel 
Cooper  Swab,  who  has  just  reached  his  ma¬ 
jority.  Today  that  gentleman  is  one  of  the 
largest  shippers  in  East  Tennessee. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  19.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— Thz  eastern  Ohio  operators  and  the 
executive  committee  of  the  miners  are  holding  a 
meeting  in  this  city  today  in  an  endeavor  to  get 
together  on  some  kind  of  terms.  Most  of  the 
matters  of  minor  moment  were  gotten  out  of  the 
way  at  the  meetings  held  here  a  week  ago,  but 
the  machine  scale  still  stood  in  the  way.  The 
operators  desired  that  this  be  made  the  same  as 
in  the  Hocking  Valley  and  other  fields,  but  the 
miners  stood  out  for  what  they  had  been  getting. 
Whether  their  obstinacy  will  prevent  an  agree¬ 
ment  remains  to  be  seen,  but  the  feeling  of  the 
operators  was  that,  in  view  of  the  many  conces¬ 
sions  they  had  made  the  miners  could  afford  to 
give  up  the  one  point  that  would_  at  least  place 
them  somewhere  nearer  an  equality  with  other 
operators  than  they  have  been. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  old  committee  of  four¬ 
teen,  which  had  charge  of  the  entire  state,  it  was 
decided  that  the  Winder  agreement  had  made  its 
work  for  the  future  useless,  and  a  vote  was  taken 
to  disband,  after  reports  had  been  made  from 
the  different  fields— this,  of  course,  being  some¬ 
what  of  a  formality. 

Labor  Settlement  in  Fourth  District. 

About  the  only  thing  of  special  importance  last 
week  was  the  settlement  made  between  the  op¬ 
erators  and  miners  of  the  Fourth  district,  prac¬ 
tically  upon  the  1903  basis,  with  some  concessions 
from  the  miners  regarding  local  matters.  The 
principal  mines  affected  are  owned  by  the  Ohio 
&  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  the  Eastern  Ohio  Coal 
Co.  and  the  Amsterdam  mine,  belonging  to  Frank 
M.  Osborne.  . 

Two  suits  growing  out  of  the  shooting  affrav 
between  the  guards  and  the  miners  at  the  Brad¬ 
ley  mine  have  been  filed  against  the  United 
States  Coal  Co.,  each  for  10,000  damages.  One 
of  them  was  brought  by  J.  W.  Porter,  adminis¬ 
trator  of  the  estate  of  Frank  Klinisara,  a  miner 
who  died  of  his  wounds,  and  the  other  by  the 
guardian  of  James  Bertram,  whose  wounds  are 
said  to  be  permanent.  Captain  Talbott,  of  the 
guards,  was  rearrested  and  charged  with  murder 
after  the  coroner  rendered  his  verdict.  Bond 
was  furnished  and  he  was  set  free.  Two  Cleve¬ 
land  papers  were  compelled  to  correct  a  state¬ 
ment  to  the  effect  that  a  warrant  had  been  issued 
by  the  mayor  of  Smithfield  for  H.  E.  Willard, 
general  manager  of  the  United"  States  Coal  Co., 
in  connection  with  the  shooting.  No  warrant  had 
been  issued  and  the  mayor  said  none  would  be 
issued  from  his  court. 

Scarcity  of  Lake  Carriers. 

Shippers  are  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  free 
vessel  tonnages  here.  Many  of  the  boats  are 
tied  up  on  contracts  and  many  others  are  going 
up  light,  making  it  almost  impossible  to  ship  a 
cargo  unless  provided  for  some  time  in  advance. 
What  conditions  will  be  when  the  eastern  Ohio 
mines  are  put  in  operation  can  onlv  be  con¬ 
jectured,  but  the  outlook  is  not  the  most  en¬ 
couraging.  Operators  in  this  field  will  have  an 
immense  amount  of  coal  to  go  up  before  the 
close  of  navigation,  and  if  they  can  not  get 
boats  their  business  will  be  crippled.  Still  many 


Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail  Association. 

The  first  annual  convention  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  held  here  for  two  days  last  week. 
There  were  about  sixty  members  present. 
Mayor  Morris,  of  Nashville,  welcomed_  the 
coal  men  and  was  followed  by  Vice-President 
W.  T.  Atkinson,  of  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  who 
delivered  his  annual  address.  Then  came  the 
report  of  Secretary  W.  C.  Williams,  of  Louis¬ 
ville.  Geo.  S.  Chowning,  of  Shelbyville,  Ky., 
spoke  on  “The  Cost  of  Selling  Coal  and  Up- 
to-Date  Methods  of  Retailing  Same.”  B.  G. 
Dickinson,  of  Glasgow,  Ky.,  delivered  an  ad¬ 
dress  on  “Short  Weight  and  Demurrage  Evil, 
and  Remedy  for  It”;  E.  C.  Mahon,  of  Knox¬ 
ville,  spoke  on  “The  Coal  Question  from  the 
Standpoint  of  a  Wholesaler.”  The  following 
officers  were  elected:  President,  _W.  C.  Wil- 
liams,  Louisville,  Ky. ;  vice-president,  G.  S. 
Johnson,  Gallatin,  Tenn.;  treasurer,  W.  T.  At- 
kinson,  Clarksville;  C.  C.  Sullins,  of  Knox¬ 
ville,  and  Geo.  S.  Chowning,  of  Shelbyville, 
Ky.,  directors.  The  executive  committee  met 
later  and  elected  G.  C.  Tabb,  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  secretary. 

Nashville  News  Notes. 

The  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  its 
Nashville  office  in  the  Arcade.  This  firm 
is  busy  in  its  wholesale  department,  and  when 
the  cotton  oil  and  cotton  mill  industries  begin 
to  start  up  shortly  they  expect  a  still  larger 
business. 

The  office  of  the  St.  Bernard  Mining  Co.,  in 
the  Arcade,  was  visited.  This  company  is 
now  operating  four  yards  in  the  city  of  Nash¬ 
ville  and  they  say  that  business  has  been  very 
good  in  the  Rock  City  the  present  summer. 
They  regard  the  fall  outlook  for  the  whole¬ 
sale  trade  as  propitious. 

C.  A.  Allen,  Nashville  represejitative  of  the 
Reincke  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Madisonville, 
Ky.,  said  to  your  correspondent:  “The  whole¬ 
sale  coal  business  will  average  up  this  season 
about  as  last  year.  Prices, are  a  trifle  higher 
in  the  wholesale  lines,  but  retail  prices  are 
the  same  as  they  have  been  for  some  time.” 
The  Reincke  people  have  had  an  important 
agency  in  this  city  for  a  score  of  years. 

General  Southern  Notes. 

The  Gulf  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
has  sold  its  holdings  in  Alabama  coal  lands 
to  J.  F.  Hanson,  president  of  the  Georgia 
Central  railroad  and  associates.  The  con¬ 
sideration  is_  reported  to  have  been  $1,250,000. 

Alabama  coal  in  quantity  is  again  being 
exported  to  Mexico.  A  contract  has  been 
secured  and  between  five  and  six  cars  of  the 
Stouts  mountain  coal  are  being  shipped  daily 
to  Mexico  via  Pensacola.  The  coal  mined  in 
Cullman  county  is  hard  and  will  stand  the 
long  travel  to  Mexico. 

A  petition  in  bankruptcy  has  been  filed  at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  against  the  Alpine  Coal 
Co.  T.  M.  McConnell  is  president  of  the 
company,  and  J.  T.  Hill,  general  manager. 
The  liabilities  of  the  company  are  placed  at 
about  $30,000,  and  the  officers  of  the  company 
say  the  assets  are  fully  $100,000. 


June  .Anthracite  Tonnage. 


The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  in  June  were 
5,676,018  tons,  against  5,844,052  tons  in  the  corre¬ 
sponding  month  last  year.  For  the  year  to  date 
the  shipments  aggregate  25,585,801  tons,  against 
30,716,997  tons  in  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 

The  shipments  over  the  various  roads  for  June 
and  since  January  first  compare  as  follows  with 
the  like  periods  of  1905 : 


1006. 

June, 

Reading  . 1,194,390 

Lehigh  Valley..  854,218 
Jersey  Central..  693,942 

b.,  L.  &  W -  936,526 

Pel.  &  Hudson.  536,122 
Pennsylvania  .  .  446,735 

Erie  .  646,286 

Ont.  &  Western  231,526 
Del.,  Sus.  &  Sch.  136,264 


Total  . 5,676,018 


1905.  1906.  1905. 

Tune,  Six  m’nths.  Six  m’nths, 
i;i61,603  5,144,323  6,187,544 

980,461  3,685,509  5,031.052 

700,917  3,155,226  3,922,054 

888,273  4.311,584  4,749,632 

537,450  2,576,072  2,939,882 

460,926  2,172,258  2,507,932 

701.943  2,612,368  3,142,581 

271,841  1,086,182  1,447,642 

140,638  632,279  788,678 


5,844,0.52  25,585,801  30,716,997 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows:  Since  our  last 
report  the  market,  especially  for  July  ton¬ 
nage,  has  been  very  soft,  and  shippers  have 
been  able  to  secure  prompt  boats  on  very 
favorable  terms. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures  were  steamer 
“Vauxhall  Bridge,”  2,178  tons  register,  Bal¬ 
timore  to  Vera  Cruz,  at  $1.40;  steamer 
“Wildcroft,”  1,916  tons  register,  Norfolk 
to  Curacoa,  at  $1.30  and  port  charges; 
steamer  “Vimeira,”  1,74.5  tons  register,  New¬ 
port  News  to  Curacoa,  believed  to  be  at  $1.25 
and  port  charges;  and  steamer  “Soperga,” 
2,737  tons  register,  Baltimore  to  Messina, 
owner’s  account. 

Time  charterers  and  owners  are  not  willing 
to  charter  for  later  loading  at  current  market 
rates,  and  we  -would  quote  contract  figures 
for  periods  of  one  year  at  $1.35@1.40,  Ha¬ 
vana;  $1.40@1.45,  Kingston;  $1.60,  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.65,  Tampico.  A  contract  for  the  transpor¬ 
tation  during  the  next  year  of  four  cargoes 
of  about  3,000  tons  each,  from  Norfolk  to 
Kingston,  was  recently  completed  at  $1.40. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer 
as  follows:  $1.25@1.30  to  Havana  or  Matan- 
zas;  $1.75@1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.50 
@1.55  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.55@1.00  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.65  to  Santiago;  $1.60@1.65  to  Colon;  $1.75 
@1.80  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.50  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75  to  Bar¬ 
bados;  $1.50  to  $1.75  (as  to  size)  to  Kingston; 
$1.25  and  port  charges  to  Curacoa;  $2.40  to 
Demerara;  $1.70(f5l.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.45@ 
$1.50  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@1.55  to  Tam¬ 
pico;  15@16s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  16@17s 
to  Rosario;  14((t115s  to  Rio;  16@17s  to  Santos; 
9@10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean 
not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded;  $5.25  and  discharged  to  Manila;  $5.75 
@6  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Is  Competition  the  Life  of  Trade  ? 

That  depends  upon  what  is  meant  by  competition.  There  was  and  still 
is  a  sense  in  which  the  old  adage  is  axiomatic  in  its  truth.  Competition  is 
altogether  good  when  it  compels  a  man  to  feel,  in  the  activity  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  rival,  a  constant  spur  to  his  own  activity;  when  it  makes  him  at  once 
economical  and  liberal,  economical  in  guarding  against  every  waste,  liberal 
in  supplying  everything  wdiich  will  aid  in  securing  and  holding  trade;  when 
it  develops  all  that  is  in  him  of  ability,  tact  and  energy.  Competition  is 
indeed  the  life  of  trade  when  it  gives  a  town  two  good  stores  instead  of  one 
poor  one,  or  two  live  coal  men  instead  of  one  dead  one. 

Such  a  contest  is  sportsmanlike,  a  striving  to  excel  in  excellence.  It  is 
legitimate,  healthful,  invigorating.  It  spells  prosperity  and  not  ruin.  It  was 
imder  the  stimulus  of  such  competition  that  the  tremendous  achievements 
of  the  nineteenth  century  were  accomplished.  Not  that  rascals  did  not 
then  exist,  or  that  might  was  never  substituted  for  right.  But  where  honor 
would  not  restrain,  capital  sufficient  for  crushing  opposition  was  usually  lack¬ 
ing,  so  that,  as  a  rule,  in  the  business  world  survival  was  of  the  fittest  and  not 
of  the  richest  or  of  the  most  unscrupulous. 

Competition  is  certainly  both  desirable  and  necessary,  and  it  will  be  a 
sad  day  if  the  time  ever  comes  when  it  ceases  to  be  a  dominant  clement  in 
every  dci)artmcnt  of  bu.siness  activity.  But  to  be  thus  desirable,  and  to  be 
effective  as  a  corrective  of  the  evils  to  which  it  is  opposed,  its  spirit  must 
ever  be  constructive  and  not  destructive,  which  is  to  say  it  must  be  a 
rivalry  in  excellence  and  not  an  effort  to  injure  or  destroy  an  opposing 
enterprise. 

Its  methods  must  be  so  fundamentally  sound  that  no  matter  how  long 


persisted  in,  or  even  in  the  absence  of  a  competitor,  they  will  make  for 
constant  profit  and  continued  prosperity.  In  a  word,  competition,  to  be 
the  life  of  trade,  must  be  clean  in  ethics  and  sound  in  finance. 

Competition  Alot  a  Panacea. 

If  competition  were  always  constructive,  its  desirability  would  never 
be  called  in  fpiestion.  If  it  never  spurred  men  to  anything  worse  than  a 
fever  to  sur])ass  all  rivals  in  genuine  excellence  of  product  and  price,  its 
sanction  would  be  so  universal  as  to  be  beyond  question  in  present-day 
discussions.  In  fact,  there  would  be  little  reason  for  the  existing  revolt 
against  existing  business  methods.  It  is  because  there  is  also  a  destructive 
competition  that  the  practices  common  in  business  today  have  many  of  them 
fallen  into  such  well-merited  disrepute. 

Competition  was  long  held  to  be  a  panacea  for  all  economic  ills.  Any 
esiiecially  noteworthy  rivalry  between  business  opponents  was  heralded  as  a 
public  blessing.  Half  the  railroads  of  the  United  States  went  into  re¬ 
organization  because  the  people  thought  that  cheap  rates  were  the  ultimate 
good,  and  the  cheaper  the  better.  The  more  bankruptcies  there  were,  the 
more  numerous  the  bargains  in  rates  and  stocks.  Any  restraint  upon  com¬ 
petition,  from  within  or  from  without,  was  held  to  be  obnoxious. 

Such  ideas  extended  beyond  the  field  of  transportation  and  into  general 
trade.  The  methods  used  against  competitors  by  the  Standard  Oil  Co. 
were  but  one  phase  of  the  demand  for  competition.  When  kerosene  oil 
retailed  at  five  cents  a  gallon,  the  people  rejoiced  and  counted  it  the  acme 
of  competitive  triumph.  Instead,  it  was  the  death  knell  of  competition,  and 
the  opening  of  the  way  for  the  prices  and  conditions  prevailing  in  the  oil 
business  today. 

In  the  same  unthinking  way  there  still  are  those  who  hail  as  a  bless¬ 
ing  a  depression  in  any  trade,  such  as  the  demoralization  under  which 
the  western  coal  trade  is  suffering  at  the  present  time.  These  unthinking 
ones  can  see  no  further  than  the  patent  fact  that  coal  is  cheap  and  only 
wish  that  the  condition  might  continue  indefinitely.  They  seemingly  can 
not  realize  that  such  an  abnormal  state  of  the  market  involves  constant 
loss  which  means  business  ruin,  at  first  to  the  weak,  but,  if  continued,  to 
the  stronger  also,  leading  to  the  'death  of  competition,  and  the  merging 
of  the  business  into  the  hands  of  a  few. 

Competitive  policies  destructive  in  character  may  be  and  often  are 
the  result  of  a  deliberate  determination  to  crush  all  opposition — to  reign 
supreme  and  reign  alone.  But  such  a  deliberate  purpose  is  not  necessarily 
back  of  a  competition  woefully  destructive.  Such  a  condition  may,  with 
equal  readiness,  be  but  a  natural  effect  springing  from  an  equally  natural 
cause  which  has  become  baneful  because  unrestrained. 

When  demand  is  taxing  the  supply  and  prices  are  high  the  resulting 
prosperity  leads  to  an  increasing  of  capacity  for  production  both  by  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  old  plants  and  by  the  starting  of  new  ones.  When  this  expan¬ 
sion  outruns  demand,  or  when  the  demand  becomes  less,  overproduction 
results.  And  this,  in  turn,  is  followed  by  a  competition  becoming  more 
and  more  keen  until  it  becomes  fiercely  destructive. 

This  is  the  sort  of  competition  now  threatening  the  Chicago  coal 
market.  When  asked  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  whether  he  thought  the 
present  demoralization  would  be  long  continued,  the  Chicago  representative 
of  one  of  the  strongest  producing  companies  of  the  west  replied.  “No,  for 
if  it  is  not  stopped  in  some  other  way,  it  will  be  brought  to  an  end  by  a 
financial  crash  and  a  string  of  receiverships.  Many  of  the  operators  won’t 
be  able  to  stand  it  long.”  This  gentleman  puts  the  issue  squarely.  The 
alternative  is  a  series  of  bankruptcies  or  stopping  it  “some  other  way” ; 
the  result  will  be  the  same  in  either  case — an  end  to  destructive  competition. 

The  obvious  “other  way”  is  to  stop  overproduction,  then  prices  will 
readily  adjust  themselves  to  a  living  scale.  But  only  by  concerted  action 
could  this  be  accomplished,  and  that  would  be  heralded,  by  attorneys  as  a 
combination  in  restraint  of  trade,  by  yellow  journalists  as  a  villainous  con¬ 
spiracy  to  rob  the  people. 

The  difficulty  lies  in  the  ancient  and  deep  seated  conviction  that  com¬ 
petition,  even  though  destructive,  is  the  one  great  business  panacea.  It 
seems  impossible  for  the  public  to  realize,  or  to  learn  by  experience,  that 
when  competition  becomes  destructive  the  downfall  of  the  individual  victim 
is  only  the  first  effect,  and  that  the  final  outcome  is  the  death  of  competition 
itself— the  panacea  is  its  own  destroyer. 

Undoubtedly  there  is  reason  for  the  public  dread  of  monopolistic  trusts, 
but  unrestrained  competition,  the  much-vaunted  remedy,  is  not  merely  in¬ 
adequate  as  a  cure,  it  is  actually  a  prime  cause  of  the  disease.  Sweeping, 
all-inclusive  laws  for  the  fostering  of  such  competition  are  therefore  in  the 
highest  degree  harmful.  Competition  needs  to  be  restrained,  to  the  very 
end  that  it  may  live  and  flourish  and  preserve  the  individualism  which 
has  long  been  America's  boast.  To  achieve  this,  it  should  be  as  legitimate 
and  honorable  to  combine  to  keep  prices  up  to  a  profit-yielding  basis  as  it  is 
illegal  and  dishonorable  to  inflate  them  to  an  oppressive  level. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


G  W.  Warnock,  of  the  G.  W.  VanDusen 
Co.,  Minneapolis,  was  in  Chicago  part  of  last 
week. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Hocking  Coal  &  Land 
Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been  increased  from 

$12,000  to  $50,000. 

H.  H.  Rhodes,  of  the  Dering  Coal  Co.,  has 
been  spending  the  best  part  of  a  week  in 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

The  Middletown  Coal  Co.,  Springfield,  Ill.,  has 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $30,000  to  $100,000 
for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  output  of  its 
mine. 

W  H  Little,  of  the  S.  W.  Little  Coal  Co., 
Evansville,  Ind.,  spent  a  portion  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  week  in  Chicago  on  a  business  trip  tor  tne 
company. 

The  Zeller-McClellan  Coal  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind., 
has  leased  about  5,000  acres  of  coal  land  just 
east  of  that  city,  and  arrangements  are  now 
being  made  to  develop  the  land. 

E  M.  Sands,  manager  of  the  Old  Colony  Coal 
Co.  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  went  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  on  a  business 
trip  of  several  days’  duration. 

The  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  authorized  a 
$2,50,000  issue  of  thirty-year  five  per  cent 
bonds  secured  by  first  mortgage. 

T.  A.  Lemmon,  secretary  of  the  Chicago, 
Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  Chicago, 
went  to  St.  Louis  on  Thursday  and  will  not  re¬ 
turn  until  the  first  of  next  week. 

A  new  corporation,  to  be  known  as  the  Co¬ 
lonial  Coal  Co.,  is  in  process  of  organization  tor 
the  purpose  of  taking  over  and  operating  the 
retail  department  of  the  Vandaha  Coal  Co.,  at 
1096  Fulton  street,  Chicago. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Michigan  &  Indi¬ 
ana  Retail  Coal  Association,  which  for  some 
years  have  been  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  have  been 
removed  to  Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  the  hoine 
of  the  new  president  of  the  association,  r.  A. 
Hobbs. 

Chas.  E.  Maurer,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  order 
to  inspire  his  men,  went  to  work  in  his  coal 
mines  at  Steubenville  as  a  miner  for  two  days, 
shoveling  and  picking  coal.  The  men  working 
in  the  mine  are  unskilled,  the  union  men  being 
out  on  a  strike. 

A.  M.  Ogle,  of  Indianapolis,  president  of  the 
Vandalia  Coal’  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  Saturday  for 
the  transaction  of  various  matters  of  business  in 
behalf  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co._,  but  especially 
in  connection  with  the  organization  of  the  new 
Colonial  Coal  Co. 

E.  L.  Thomas,  of  Stookey  township,  near 
Floravilie,  III,  has  purchased  the  coal  rights  to 
5,000  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  St.  Libory. 
It  is  said  that  a  movement  is  on  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  railroad  from  East  Carondelet  to 
tap  the  coal  field. 

The  mines  of  the  Eagle  Coal  Mining  Co., 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  located  near  that  city,  have 
been  sold  to  a  new  company  composed  of  C.  D. 
Slinker,  T.  D.  Fraser,  W.  J.  Say're  and  E.  A. 
Sayre.  G.  IM.  Holmes,  president  of  the  Eagle 
company,  was  its  representative  in  the  deal. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  which  owns 
several  mines  near  Collinsville,  Ilk,  has  leased 
its  Brookside  mine,  located  at  Troy,  Ilk,  to 
several  local  people  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
The  lessees  will  be  incorporated  and  will 
proceed  to  operate  the  property. 

J.  K,  Seifert,  president  of  the  Indiana  South¬ 
ern  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  returned  home  a  few  days 
ago  from  a  two  weeks’  trip  to  Capitol  City,  Colo., 
where  he  is  interested  in  a  silver  and  zinc  mine. 
He  reports  very  different  weather  from  that  pre¬ 
vailing  in  Chicago.  Capitol  City  has  an  altitude 
of  11,000  feet,  and  it  snowed  every  day  during 
Mr.  Seifert’s  stay  there. 

The  Wilmington  Star  Mining  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  was  the  success¬ 
ful  bidder  for  furnishing  the  municipal  coal 


supply  for  the  coming  year  at  St.  1  etcr.  Minn. 

In  making  the  award  quality  as  w'ell  as  price 
was  taken  into  consideration,  otherwise  this 
company  would  not  hav'e  secured  it,  as  they 
were  not  the  lowest  bidders. 

While  A.  J.  Moorshead,  president  of  the 
Madison  Coal  Corporation,  was  in  Chicago 
recently  his  residence  in  St.  Louis  was'  en¬ 
tered  by  burglars  on  two  successive  nights, 
but  so  far  as  can  be  determined  no  great  loss 
was  sustained,  as  in  preparation  for  an  ex¬ 
tended  absence  silverware  and  other  portable 
valuables  had  been  deposited  elsewhere  for 
safety. 

M.  H.  Taylor,  Eric,  Pa.,  president  of  the 
Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  wdiile  in  Chicago, 
the  latter  part  of  last  week,  was  taken  sud¬ 
denly  sick  with  a  severe  cold  and  on  Sunday 
of  the  present  week  it  was  believed  that  he 
was  developing  a  serious  case  of  pneumonia, 
which  led  to  exaggerated  rumors  getting  into 
circulation.  The  progress  of  the  malady  was 
promptly  checked,  however,  so  that  Mr.  Tay¬ 
lor  w^as  able  to  return  home  later  m  the 
week. 

The  trouble  at  the  Donk  Bros,  mines  at 
Collinsville,  Ilk,  is  still  unsettled.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  some  time  ago  their  miners 
became  dissatisfied  over  some  local  question 
and  quit  work  without  authority  'from  their 
district  officers,  and  that  subsequently  they 
were  heavily  fined  for  this  offense,  m  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Illinois  state 
agreement.  It  appears  that  the  miners  have 
refused  to  accept  this  decision  of  their  superior 
officers  and  are  persisting  in  maintaining  a 
strike. 

The  Parke  County  Coal  Co.,  of  Rosedale,  Ind., 
has  brought  suit  ■  in  the  circuit  court  against 
Joseph  H.  Martin,  its  former  president  and 
general  manager,  asking  for  an  accounting. 
The  complaint  states  that  in  November,  1904, 
Mr.  Martin  paid  to  W.  H.  Howe  secret  com¬ 
missions  which  Howe,  in  turn,  gave  to  C.  M. 
Bradley,  purchasing  agent  for  a  large  consum¬ 
ing  company,  in  order  to  secure  a  contract 
for  coal,  and  that  several  months  later  Mar¬ 
tin,  Bradley  and  Howe  organized  the  Bedford 
Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

E.  R.  Searls,  of  Chicago,  who  has  had  ex¬ 
tensive  experience  in  the  management  of  coal 
mining  properties,  was  last  week  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  mines  of  the 
Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co., 
made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  R.  JJ. 
Zoller,  to  accept  a  position  with  the  Centralia 
Coal  Co.  A  few  days  later,  however,  Mr. 
Searls  reconsidered  the  matter  and  now  an¬ 
nounces  that  he  will  not  accept  the  position 
The  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal 
Co.  has  not  as  yet  selected  any  one  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

F.  L.  Streater.  of  Aurora,  Ilk,  for  some 
time  past  the  genial  and  popular  secretary  and 
house  manager  of  the  Elks  Club  in  that  city, 
has  purchased  the  coal  business  of  Cyr  Bros. 
Mr.  Streater  will  organize  a  stock  company 
under  the  name  of  Streater  &  Co.,  which  will 
continue  the  business.  The  firm  of  Cyr  Bros, 
has  been  in  business  in  Aurora  for  a  number 
of  years,  and  has  been  very  successful,  but 
is  now  withdrawing  from  the  coal  business 
in  order  that  Joseph  Cyr,  the  active  partner, 
may  accept  a  position  in  the  service  of  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad. 

United  States  Engineer  Wm.  V.  Judson  is 
having  prepared  at  his  office  in  the  fedeial 
building  in  Milwaukee  a  map  which  when 
completed  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  shippers, 
manufacturers  and  others  who  ha'V'e  to  do 
with  the  supply  and  movement  of  bituminous 
coal.  This  map  will  show  the  sections  of 
Wisconsin  which  arc  supplied  through  the 
port  of  Milwaukee,  through  other  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan  ports  from  Duluth  and  other  noilhcin 
sources,  and  directly  from  the  coal  fields  by 
rail.  Another  important  feature  of  the  map 
will  be  the  indication  upon  it  of  territory  to 
which  each  different  transportation  rate  ap¬ 


plies.  Copies  of  the  map  will  be  obtainable 
from  the  government  printing  office  at  Wash¬ 
ington  as  soon  as  it  is  published. 

At  McKinley  park,  last  Saturday  afternoon, 
the  Black  Diamonds  defeated  the  Bridgeport 
nine  of  the  Stock  Yards  base  ball  league,  by  a 
score  of  12  to  3.  The  game  was  called  at  the 
end  of  the  seventh  inning.  On  Saturday  mter- 
noon  of  this  week,  at  three  o’clock,  tlie  Black 
Diamonds  and  the  team  of  the  Dering  Coal  Co. 
will  play  a  game  at  Washington  park.  Two 
games  have  been  played  this  summer  between 
the  teams  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  and  Supply 
Co.,  Milwaukee,  and  the  Black  Diamonds,  with 
one  victory  and  one  defeat  scored  by  each  team. 
The  third  and  deciding  game  of  the  series  will 
be  played  at  Milwaukee  August  eleventh. 

A  number  of  Chicagp  retail  dealers  have 
organized  an  association  to  be  knowm  as  the 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  .\ssociation.  Milton 
E.  Robinson  is  the  president  and  A.  J.  Bunge 
is  secretary  and  treasurer.  Very  little  has 
been  given  out  as  yet  concerning  the  full 
purpose  of  the  association,  but  according  to  a 
statement  made  by  one  of  its  members,  its 
object  is  to  benefit  honest  dealers  and  con¬ 
sumers  by  exposing  the  names  and  methods 
of  unscrupulous  dealers  who  give  short 
weight,  furnish  poor  grades  of  coal  in  sub¬ 
stitution  for  better  grades  or  in  any  way 
conduct  a  retail  coal  business  in  a  dishonest 
manner. 

The  state  railway  commission  of  Indiana 
has  rendered  its  decision  on  the  complaint 
made  by  citizens  of  Fort  Wayne  regarding 
excessive  freight  charges  from  Indiana  coal 
fields  to  that  city.  By  the  decision  of  the 
commission  a  reduction  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  cents  per  ton  must  be  made  on  coal 
hauled  from  Linton  and  Brazil  fields  to  Fort 
Wayne.  Under  this  decision  the  rate  on  Lin¬ 
ton  coal  will  be  ninety'-five  cents  a  ton  and 
on  Brazil  coal  ninety  cents.  The  same  rates 
are  made  to  apply  to  Columbia  City.  It  is 
estimated  that  the  decision  will  save  Fort 
Wayne  dealers  and  consumers  over  $50,(1,00 
annually.  The  commission  also  gave  its  de¬ 
cision  in  the  complaint  against  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railway  regarding  rates  on  eastern  coal, 
whereby  a  substantial  reduction  is  ordered. 

On  June  twenty-sixth,  1906,  when  the  Haw- 
good  Line  steamer  “H.  B.  Smith,”  commanded 
by  Captain  Balfour,  was  unloaded  at  the  Winter 
street  (Superior,  Wis.)  dock  of  the  North¬ 
western  Fuel  Co.,  a  new  record  for  the  quick  dis¬ 
charge  of  a  cargo  of  soft  coal  at  the  head  of  the 
lakes  was  established.  The  cargo  of  10,376  tons 
of  soft  coal  was  taken  out  hy  the  four  “Brown- 
hoist”  rigs  with  1l4-ton  Brown  grab  buckets,  and 
only  one  operator  to  each  rig,  in  nineteen  hours 
actual  working  time,  which  makes  an  average  of 
546  tons  per  hour,  or  13614  tons  per  rig  per  hour. 
For  ten  hours  out  of  the  nineteen  there  was  a 
heavy  rain  and  terrific  wind,  which  broke  plate 
glass  windows,  blew  down  chimneys  and  blew 
the  boat  fifteen  feet  out  from  the  dock.  Even 
with  these  unfavorable  conditions  for  five  hours, 
each  rig  took  out  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
per  hour. 

\t  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.,  held  last  week,  in  Columbus  Ohw 
the  following  ofiicers  were  elected;  John  11. 
Winder,  president;  IL  H.  I Iciimr,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  manager  of  sales:  C.  Su\<lai  . 
secretary  and  treasurer.  The  directors  are 
T  H.  Winder,  S.  P.  Brush.  H.  L.  Chapman. 
F  \  Cole,  C.  L.  Poston,  John  Turner.  \V  1-. 
Hoffman  and  H.  H.  Heiner.  Clarence  Wat¬ 
son,  president  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co  re¬ 
tired  from  the  board  of  directors. 

Hoffman  and  11.  L.  Chapman  WL-re 
the  board,  otherwise  all  of  the  ofiicers  naiiKl 
above  were  re-elected  to  position  precious 
held.  Plans  for  imiirovements  were  cliscusseii 
at  tiic  meeting  and  it  is  possilne  that  in  a 
“,„rt  ti„.c  steps  will  l,e  tttken  (or  lli» 
tion  of  a  large  shop  at  Atliens  to  supply  t  o 
company  with  its  own  mining  appliances  and 
machinery. 
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Canadian  Retailers  Visit  Scranton. 


'I'lircc  hundred  and  fifty  coal  nicrcliants  of 
Canada,  incinliers  of  the  Canadian  Retail  Coal 
Healers’  Association,  reached  the  Lackawanna 
station  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Friday  evening 
last,  on  their  return  from  a  trip  to  Scranton 
and  the  mines  operated  by  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  company.  The  trip 
was  in  reality  an  inspection  tour  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  territory,  which  has  taken  very  high 
rank  in  its  relation  to  Buffalo  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  trade,  both  in  the  dominion  and  in 
western  New  York  and  northern  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  among  the  powerful  anthracite  fields 
which  send  a  heavy  percentage  of  their  out¬ 
puts  to  this  great  distributing  point.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  western  New  York  dealers  of 
prominence  who  accompanied  the  party,  as 
mentioned  last  week  in  the  Buffalo  corre- 


day  the  entire  party  went  to  the  celebrated 
Delaware  Water  Gap.  Luncheon  was  served 
at  the  Kittatenny  House.  President  John 
Hay,  of  Listowell,  president  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  officiated  as  toastmaster,  and  responses 
were  made  as  follows:  “Music  Hath  Charms,” 
Prof.  John  T.  Wathins;  “An  Outsider.”  D.  I.. 
Tuttle;  “Canada  and  America,”  Hon.  W.  P. 
Richards;  “Our  Chaplain,”  Rev.  1C  E.  Helms. 
All  the  remarks  were  brightened  by  points  of 
wit  and  wisdom,  applicable  to  the  trade  and 
the  company. 

At  Scranton,  not  forgetting  their  obliga¬ 
tion  to  report  their  whereabouts  to  the  main 
body  on  the  eleventh  day  of  the  seventh 
month,  the  Kokoals  present  held  an  informal 
meeting  and  sent  a  unique  telegram  to  the 
annual  powwow  at  Chicago,  so  as  to  comply 


Canadian  and  Buffalo  Retailers  at  a  Scranton  Breaker. 


spondence  of  The  Black  Diamond,  the  follow¬ 
ing  leading  dealers  of  the  dominion  took 
part  in  the  excursion:  John  Rogers,  of  Elias 
Rogers  &  Co.,  Toronto;  R.  J.  Webster,  W.  H. 
Winnett,  Chandler  Bros.,  London;  S.  Gillies, 
J.  M.  Peregrin!,  Hamilton;  J.  Fitzgerald, 
Scott  &  Hogg,  Peterboro;  Hull  &  Holcombe, 
Ottawa;  William  Ross,  Ingersoll;  S.  Anglin, 
Kingston;  G.  G.  Farwell,  Sault  Ste.  Marie; 
John  Hurley,  Windsor;  John  Scott,  Strath- 
roy;  L.  D.  Tilson,  Chatham;  and  others. 

Sales  Agent  D.  E.  Russell,  who  organized 
and  directed  the  excursion,  was  most  ably 
assisted  by  the  following  members  of  his  local 
staff:  E.  H.  Reare,  manager  of  sales;  George 
W.  Burke,  shipping  agent;  William  A.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Canadian  salesman;  George  W.  McEath- 
ron,  manager  of  sales,  Syracuse;  Harry  W. 
Marshall,  salesman,  Syracuse.  Much  credit 
must  be  given  to  Col.  R.  A.  Phillips,  general 
mine  superintendent;  C.  E.  Tobey,  assistant 
superintendent;  S.  G.  Memory,  line  sales  agent 
of  New  York;  H.  M.  Smith,  assistant  line 
sales  agent,  for  the  hospitable  manner  in 
which  the  visitors  were  treated  and  for  the 
excellence  of  the  arrangements  by  which  they 
were  enabled  to  thoroughly  and  intelligently 
inspect  the  enormous  holdings  of  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  company.  Many  of  the  mines  and 
breakers  were  visited,  and  the  members  of  the 
party  were  loud  in  their  expressions  of  sur¬ 
prise  and  pleasure  at  the  admirable  system 
employed  to  keep  the  extensive  machinery  of 
the  great  concern  in  operation. 

Social  and  fraternal  features  of  the  trip 
were  all  that  could  be  desired.  On  Thurs¬ 


with  the  requirements  of  the  order.  The 
lines  were  indited  by  Sales  Agent  D.  L.  Tut¬ 
tle,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  and  he  was  immediately  voted  the 
poet  laureate  of  the  association.  The  effusion 
was  signed  by  thirteen  Kokoals  and  wired  to 
Arthur  M.  Hull,  pictor.  Auditorium  Hotel, 
Chicago.  That  the  author  succeeded  in  reach¬ 
ing  home  without  a  mark  is  proof  of  the 
lenient  character  of  the  excursionists.  Here 
are  the  sonnet  and  the  names  which  were  signed 
to  the  message : 

“To  the  Order  of  Kokoal  assembled  today 
In  annual  powwow  in  Chicago  far  away. 
Although  unable  to  grasp  each  other  by  the 
hand. 

We  still  maintain  fellowship  with  the  Kokoal 
band. 

And  this  short  message  we  severally  indite. 

As  required  by  our  laws  to  keep  our  standing 
right. 

We  are  in  ‘Pennsy,’  where  anthracite  is  mined. 
And  advise  you  of  this  so  we  won’t  be  fined; 
Just  to  say  to  you  before  we  do  anything 
more. 

We  don’t  forget  7-11-4-11-44. 

Our  daily  motto  shall  be  ‘before  we  go  to 
roost,’ 

‘Don’t  knock — come  on  and  lift — and  don’t 
forget  to  boost.’ 

“D.  L.  Tuttle,  G.  P.  Clarkson,  John  C.  Hay, 
Harry  M.  McIntosh,  Geo.  H.  Mills,  Homer  H. 
Allen,  Geo.  Harper,  Geo.  E.  Boulton,  John 
M.  Daily,  Robt.  J.  Webster,  Fred  J.  Walsh, 
Harry  F.  Butler  and  John  Rogers.” 


The  Black  Diamond  is  requested  to  extend 
the  thanks  of  the  coal  men  to  C.  J.  Phillips, 
superintendent  of  the  Buffalo  division,  E.  M. 
Rine,  superintendent  of  the  .Scranton  division, 
and  to  Trainmasters  Doolittle  and  McCann 
for  courtesies  extended. 


Eastern  and  Central  New  York 
Association. 

After  much  preliminary  work  by  a  committee 
of  coal  dealers  which  were  appointed  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  Albany 
held  early  in  the  summer  of  1905,  a  meeting  of 
the  dealers  of  eastern  and  central  New  York  was 
called  for  September  nineteenth,  to  be  held  in 
Albany.  At  this  meeting  the  Eastern  and  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Associa¬ 
tion  was  organized  and  officers  were  elected. 
The  association  was  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  of’  New  York,  and  active  work  was 
at  once  commenced. 

Although  less  than  a  year  old,  great  good  has 
been  accomplished  for  all  retail  dealers  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  in  particular  for  the  dealers  in  several 
different  localities  throughout  the  territory.  The 
association  joined  the  International  Council  of 
Coal  Merchants.  The  executive  board  held  many 
meetings  and  discussed  numerous  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  trade  and  acted  in  other  matters 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  asso¬ 
ciation  is  anxious  to  increase  its  membership  for 
the  reason  that  the  more  members  it  has  the 
more  strength  it  will  possess. 

On  September  fifth  to  eight  of  this  year  the 
association  will  give  its  first  annual  excursion  to 
the  anthracite  mines.  This  excursion  will  be  for 
members  and  their  representatives  only  and  is 
briefly  outlined  as  follows:  Wednesdav,  Sep¬ 
tember  fifth,  leave  Utica,  via  New  York.  Ontario 
&  Western  railway,  for  Scranton,  stopping  on  the 
way  at  the  Pancost  and  Johnson  collieries  of  the 
Ontario  &  Western.  Wednesday  night  will  be 
spent  in  Scranton,  and  Thursday  morning  leave, 
via  the  Cannon  Ball  Line,  for  Wilkesbarre,  go¬ 
ing  thence,  via  the  Lehigh  'Valley  railway,  to 
Mauch  Chunk  and  the  famous  Switch  Back  rail¬ 
road,  one  of  the  most  interesting  rides  in  the 
country.  Return  via  the  Lehigh  Valley  to  Glen 
Summit  Springs  Hotel  for  the  night.  This  hotel 
is  one  of  the  famous  summer  resorts  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  An  informal  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
hotel  and  addresses  will  be  delivered  by  men 
of  prominence  in  the  coal  trade.  This  will  of 
necessity  be  an  informal  meeting  because,  as  an 
incorporated  association,  the  annual  meeting  must 
be  held  within  the  borders  of  New  York  state. 
Friday  morning,  return  to  Wilkesbarre,  and  go 
thence,  via  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  West¬ 
ern  railway,  to  the  Woodward  and  Truesdale 
breakers  of  this  compaii}',  returning  to  Scranton 
Friday  evening.  Friday  night  and  Saturday  will 
be  spent  in  Scranton,  giving  the  members  op¬ 
portunity  to  visit  coal  operations  and  coal  offices 
in  Scranton.  Saturday  night  the  party  will  return 
via  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  railway  to  Albany. 

Because  of  the  extreme  generosity  of  Messrs. 
Dickson  and  Eddy,  the  sales  department  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  the  D.,  L.  &  W.  rail¬ 
road  and  the  sales  department  of  the  D.  &  H. 
Co.,  all  the  transportation  will  be  free  and  also 
a  portion  of  the  hotel  fare.  This  will  reduce 
very  greatly  the  cost  of  the  trip,  and  no  dealer 
should  neglect  to  take  advantage  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  recreation  and  education. 

V 

We  have  been  receiving  The  Black  Diamond 
for  many  years  and  can  not  speak  too  highly  of 
the  methods  pursued  by  the  publishers  for  the 
interest  of  the  retailer  as  well  as  the  coal  trade 
in  general. — The  J.  G.  Johnson  Co.,  Manitowoc, 
Wis. 

V 

I  have  been  a  subscriber  to  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  for  several  years,  and  can  unhesitatingly 
assure  you  that  I  consider  it  the  best  of  its  kind 
published  or  known  to  me. — Paul  P.  Roehm,  Cal¬ 
umet,  Mich. 
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Tennessee  State  Coal  JS/lines. 

During  a  recent  trip  made  by  Governor  Cox, 
of  Tennessee,  through  the  eastern  part  of  that 
state,  he  visited  the  state's,  mines  at  Brushy 
Mountain,  where  he  made  a  thorough  inspection 
of  the  plant  and  sugge.sted  a  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  to  be  made  there.  The  governor  _  stated 
that  he  was  very  much  gratified  at  conditions  at 
the  mines,  and  is  confident  that  this  year  will 
prove  to  be  one  of  the  most  profitable  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  institution.  But  for  the  car  shortage, 
last  month  would  have  been  one  of  the  best,  if 
not  the  best,  in  the  amount  of  coal  marketed  that 
the  mines  have  ever  known.  The  car  shortage, 
however,  seriously  interfered  with  operations,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  shut  down  the  mines  alto¬ 
gether. 

Daily  Average  of  1,300  Tons. 

During  one  day  last  month  1,600  tons  of  coal 
were  mined  and  the  daily  average  for  the  month 
during  the  days  worked  was  nearly  1,300  tons.  The 
governor  stated  that  the  prices  were  very  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  demand  exceptionally  good.  Coke 
has  been  slightly  off  for  some  time,  but  now  a 
big  supply  is  being  shipped  out  every  day.  This 
product  is  also  bringing  good  prices.  Governor 
Cox  will  at  once  take  the  matter  of  the  car  short¬ 
age  up  with  the  railroad  officials  and  try  to  get 
assurances  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  an 
adequate  supply,  so  that  it  may  be  unnecessary 
hereafter  to  shut  down  the  mines  to  await  cars. 
Not  only  is  there  a  loss  of  the  value  of  the  day’s 
output  when  the  mines  are  not  in  operation,  but 
the  demoralization  of  the  force  consequent  on  the 
closing  down  for  a  day  causes  a  decrease  in  the 
output  on  the  days  succeeding. 

Ever  since  the  mines  were  opened  at  Brushy 
Mountain  the  officials  have  had  to  contend  with 
an  insufficient  water  supply  that  has  caused  them 
no  end  of  trouble  and  great  expense,  but  Gov¬ 
ernor  Cox  has  made  an  investigation  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  and  has  suggested  a  remedy  for  this  condi¬ 
tion.  When  the  plans  outlined  by  the  governor 
are  put  into  operation  the  mines  will  be  assured 
of  an  abundant  water  supply  in  the  future. 
Several  thousand  dollars  have  been  spent  since 
the  mines  were  opened  in  boring  for  water  and 
in  the  erection  of  storage  reservoirs,  but  little 
success  has  attended  these  efforts,  and  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  mines  is  again  impaired  from  a  lack 
of  abundant  water  supply. 

Will  Tap  Bed  of  New  River. 

Governor  Cox  proposes  to  bring  the  water  from 
New  River,  which  is  distant  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  washer  and  but  little  further 
from  the  headquarters  of  the  mines,  by  means 
of  pipes.  This  river  is  a  good  sized  mountain 
stream  and  will  give  not  only  an  abundance  of 
water  for  operating  purposes,  but  will  afford  fire 
protection,  which  the  mines  have  not  so  far  had, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  the  water  supply. 

From  the  mouth  of  mine  No.  3,  one  of  the  com¬ 
paratively  new  mines  at  Brushy  Mountain,  in  a 
direct  line  to  a  point  under  New  River,  it  is  about 
one  and  one-half  miles.  Under  the  governor’s 
orders  two  entries  are  being  driven  back  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  possible,  and  within  a  short  time  these 
entries  will  be  directly  under  the  river  and  about 
fifty  feet  below  the  bed  thereof.  It  is  proposed  by 
the  governor  to  pipe  the  water  from  the  river 
through  to  the  entry  and  thence  through  the  entry 
to  its  mouth  and  thence  to  the  washer  and  to 
such  other  points  about  the  plant  as  will  be  neces¬ 
sary.  There  will  be  a  direct  fall  from  the  bottom 
of  the  river  to  the  entry  of  fifty  feet,  which  will 
give  an  abundance  of  pressure  to  force  the  water 
through  the  pipes  of  the  entry  and  to  its  mouth. 

From  the  entry  of  mine  No.  3,  there  is  a  fall 
of  probably  150  feet  to  the  washer  and  to  the 
valley  in  which  the  tipples  and  mining  operations 
are  carried  on.  This  fall  added  to  that  from  the 
river  to  the  mouth  of  the  entry  will  give  a  pres¬ 
sure  sufficient  to  force  the  water  to  any  point 
needed.  The  plans  have  been  submitted_  to  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  mines,  and  in  his  opin¬ 
ion  they  are  perfectly  feasible  and  will  be  earned 
to  an  early  consummation. 

Not  only  will  these  plans  give  the  mines  an 
abundant  supply  of  water,  but  it  will  give  to 
the  convicts  and  employes  a  supply  of  the  very 
best  quality  of  drinking  water._  There  is  said 
to  be  no  purer  or  better  water  in  the  mountains 
than  that  of  New  River,  and  coming  a  distance 
of  over  a  mile  and  a  half  it  will  be  free  of  all 


mine  gases  or  odors,  and  unlike  the  water  in  the 
valley  of  the  mining  operations,  will  be  perfectly 
free  from  all  contamination.  Another  feature  of 
the  plan  that  makes  it  all  the  more  acceptable 
is  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  the  installation  of  the 
system  will  be  exceedingly  small  and  wholly  out 
of  proportion  to  the  benefits  obtained.  The  en¬ 
tries  have  to  be  driven  anyway,  therefore  prac¬ 
tically  the  only  cost  will  be  the  amount  necessary 
to  piit  the  pipes.  The  labor  will,  of  course,  be 
performed  by  convicts. 

State  Coal  Mines  of  Kansas. 

A  large  vein  of  coal  lies  under  the  state  pen¬ 
itentiary  at  Lansing  and  the  surrounding  coun¬ 
try  and  is  worked  by  the  state  convicts.  The 
entrance  to  the  coal  mine  is  within  the  prison 
walls  and  the  men  work  in  squads,  with  a  prison 
guard  as  the  boss  of  each  squad.  Ordinarily  the 
service  of  the  convicts  is  hired  out  to  manufac¬ 
turers  who  pay  the  state  an  agreed  wage,  usually 
slightly  over  the  cost  of  feeding  the  prisoners, 
and  the  men  in  the  Kansas  penitentiary  who  are 
not  employed  in  the  mines  are  hired  out  in  this 
manner. 

Kansas  is  one  of  the  few  states  in  the  union 
that  works  its  convicts  in  coal  mines.  During 
the  winter  as  many  as  400  prisoners  are  employed 
underneath  the  ground  in  this  work.  Kansas  has 
not  advanced  further  along  the  lines  on  which  she 
has  started  than  to  the  extent  of  supplying  coal  to 
state  institutions.  No  prison  coal  is  put  on  the 
general  market,  therefore  the  state  government 
has  escaped  largely  the  protests  that  are  usually 
aroused  when  convict  labor  is  thrown  in  compe¬ 
tition  with  free  labor  by  the  offering  of  prison- 
made  goods.  Some  objection  has  been  made  by 
coal  mine  owners  and  mining  companies  that 
otherwise  would  have  received  a  handsome  sum 
from  supplying  state  institutions  where  the  fuel 
bill  is  now  cut  down  by  the  use  of  the  state  mines’ 
product. 

Governor  Folk  has  recently  been  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  solution  of  problerns  presented  by 
the  system  of  contract  labor  in  Missouri.  He  also 
gave  out,  during  the  recent  prospective  coal  strike, 
an  intimation  that  mines  would  be  seized  and 
operated  for  the  benefit  of  the  state  were  neces¬ 
sity  demanded  it.  Other  Missourians,  whose  in¬ 
terest  in  the  subject  was  aroused,  or  increased, 
by  that  possibility  have  since  suggested  that  it 
might  not  be  inadvisable  for  Missouri  to  follow 
the  lead  of  her  neighbor  across  the  border  and 
acquire  coal  rights,  not  only  against  such  a  neces¬ 
sity  as  might  be  occasioned  by  a  widespread  strike, 
but  for  economical  reasons. 

System  Often  Entails  Cruelty. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  it  is  pointed  out 
that  the  practice  of  working  prisoners  in  the 
mines  in  Kansas  is  not  entirely  approved  from  a 
sociological  and  prison  reform  standpoint.  For 
one  thing,  it  is  such  a  different  work  from  that 
in  which  the  average  prisoner  has  been  engaged 
• — if  he  has  ever  been  employed — as  to  be  almost 
cruel  in  the  hardships  jt  entails.  A  prisoner  is 
assigned  to  the  coal  mine,  put  in  charge  of  his 
squad  boss,  given  the  mine  garb,  a  small  lamp 
and  tools,  and  thus  transformed  almost  instantly 
from,  possibly,  a  bank  clerk,  or  other  clerical 
worker,  to  the  hardest  and  most  unpleasant  sort 
of  manual  labor.  He  is  required  to  get  out  a 
stipulated  amount  of  coal,  and_  the  opponents  of 
the  Kansas  system  say  there  is  little  or  no  at¬ 
tempt  to  temper  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb. 
In  other  words,  the  man  who  has  come  direct 
from  a  clerkship  or  some  similar  work  is  required 
to  get  out  practically  as  much  coal  as  the 
farmer  gr  laborer  who  is  inured  to  physical  labor. 

In  the  event  that  a  coal  miner  who  is  used  to 
this  character  of  work  should  be  put  alongside 
an  ordinary  laborer,  there  would  be,  again,  little 
distinction,  if  any,  in  the  results  required,  al¬ 
though  the  experienced  miner  could  easily  mine 
twice  as  much  coal  as  the  laborer,  equally  as 
strong,  who,  perhaps,  had  never  seen  the  inside 
of  a  coal  mine.  This  causes  the  inexperienced 
man  in  the  state  mine  to  be  constantly  in  trouble 
and  receiving  punishment,  unless  he  is  assisted 
by  his  more  experienced  working  companion.  And 
this  assistance  is  not  always  given,  ff  is  claimed, 
without  some  favor  being  required  in  turn. 

Training  School  for  Crime. 

Certain  phases  of  conditions  in  the  Kansas  pen¬ 
itentiary  coal  mines  that  are  objectionable  are 


spoken  of  by  the  author  of  “A  Kansas  Inferno,” 
who  is  a  life  prisoner  in  the  Lansing  institution, 
as  follows : 

“This  mine  is  720  feet  beneath  the  surface,  and 
here  conditions  are  such  that  the  rule  of  silence, 
maintained  in  all  other  departments  of  the  prison, 
can  not  be  enforced,  and  the  prisoners  congre¬ 
gate  and  converse  freely.  The  theory  and  prac¬ 
tice  of  crime  and  all  its  nefarious  methods  and 
principles  are  freely  discussed;  new  ways  and 
means  are  devised  and  old  errors  corrected  by 
comparing  experiences.  Thus  the  novice  in  crime 
is  instructed  under  the  tutelage  of  experts,  and 
every  good  instinct  in  his  bosom  is  blasted  by  the 
association.” 

While  there  are  only  a  few  states  in  the  union 
which  work  convicts  in  mines,  the  practice  is 
carried  on  in  some  of  the  countries  of  the  old 
world,  and  prisoners  are  made  to  work  in  salt, 
sulphur,  coal  and  other  mines.  A  large  number 
of  the  Siberian  convicts,  including  political  pris¬ 
oners,  are  worked  in  the  mines,  where  they  wear 
heavy  chains  that  bind  the  legs,  and  often  spend 
whole  months  underground. 


Production  of  Kansas  in  1905, 

The  coal  production  of  Kansas,  like  that  of 
Iowa,  has  increased  regularly  since  1896.  In  that 
year  the  state’s  output  of  coal  was  not  quite 
forty-five  per  cent  of  what  it  amounted  to  in 
1905,  which  was  6,463,329  short  tons  with  a  value 
on  the  spot  of  $9,410,632. 

The  increase  in  production  in  1905  over  1904 
was  only  130,022  short  tons,  or  about  two  per 
cent,  and  this  was  accompanied  by  a  decline  in 
prices  which  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  $230,139  in 
value.  The  average  price  of  coal  per  ton  in  th^e 
state  declined  from  $1.52  in  1904  to  $1.46  in  1905. 
As  in  Iowa,  however,  the  decrease  in  value  was 
in  part  compensated  for  by  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  men  employed. 

It  required  12,198  men  for  an  average  of  213 
days  in  1904  to  produce  6,333,307  short  tons, 
vhereas  there  were  only  12,000  men  employed 
for  an  average  of  212  days  in  the  production  of 
6.463,329  tons  in  1905.  From  this  it  is  found 
that  the  average  production  per  man  increased 
from  519.2  tons  in  1904  to  538.3  in  1905,  while 
the  average  daily  production  per  man  increased 
from  2.44  tons  to  2.54  tons. 

The  use  of  mining  machines  in  this  state  does 
not  affect  results.  In  1905  _  there  were  three 
mines  which  reported  operating  a  total  of  _  ten 
undercutting  machines.  The  machine  mined 
product  amounted  to  19,101  tons.  In  the  pre¬ 
ceding'  year  five  machines  produced  10,600  tons. 

Labor  troubles  among  the  miners  in  Kansas 
v/ere  negligible  in  both  1904  and  1905,  and  had 
no  influence  on  the  production.  Strikes  which 
varied  in  duration  from  two  days  to  thirty,  were 
reported  in  1905  from  nine  mines.  The  most 
serious  suspension  was  at  the  mines  of  the 
Home  Riverside  Coal  Co.  at  Leavenworth, 
where  616  men  were  on  strike  for  eleven  days. 
In  all,  1,482  men  were  idle  at  various  times  for 
an  average  of  ten  days,  the  total  time  lost 
amounting  to  14,686  working  days,  or  only  a 
little  more  than  0.5  per  cent  of  the  total  work- 
iurr  time. 

Coal  mining  in  Kansas,  as  in  other  states 
where  the  industry  has  been  carried  on  under 
aureement  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  is  conducted  on  a  basis  of  eight  hours 
per  day,  although  a  few  mines  report  nine  and 
ten  hours  to  the  working  day. 

V 

The  matter  of  penalizing  the  men  who  stood 
by  the  operators  during  the  strike  in  the  south¬ 
west  will,  in  all  probability,  be  compromised. 
The  unions  regard  the  action  of  these_  men  as 
placing  them  outside  the  pale  of  the  unions,  and 
the  miners’  organization  has  demanded  that  these 
men  pay  a  reinitiation  fee  of  from  $25  to  $75 
in  various  sections  of  the  southwest,  according 
to  the  extent  of  the  loyalty  displayed  by  the 
men.  The  operators  have  agreed  to  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  reinitiation,  but  insist  that  $10  is 
enough  for  the  men  to  pay.  It  is  probable  that 
this  figure  will  be  accepted  by  the  miners,  as  it 
involves  the  complete  recognition  of  the  union, 
and  gets  around  what  might  be  a  bone  of  con¬ 
tention.  Neither  side  is  anxious  to  rub  against 
the  barbed  wire  fences  which  are  all  around  the 
agreement. 
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Mining  in  Ohio  During  1905. 

Chief  Inspector  of  Mines  fico.  Harrison  on 
July  twelfth  filed  the  annual  report  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  mines  of  Ohio  with  Governor  Har¬ 
ris,  covering  the  calendar  year  11105.  The  re¬ 
port  is  replete  with  interesting  data  and  statis- 
tics  bcariii}^  on  tlic  coal  and  other  industries 
coming  under  the  department.  It  :dso  contains 
illustrations  of  late  inventions  in  minmg_  ina- 
chinery,  a  cut  of  a  mine  map  showing  the  inside 
workings  of  a  mine  accurately  laid  out  and 
mined  accordi.ngly ;  also  a  cut  of  the  late  K.  M. 
llascltine,  cx-cliicf  mine  inspector,  and  a  short 
biography  on  his  life  and  connection  with  the 
deiiartment  for  twelve  years. 

As  already  stated  in  advance  figures  given  to 
the  public  some  little  time  ago,  the  coal  tonnage 
amounted  to  25,8:!4,G57  tons,  an  increase  of 
], 2.50, 843  tons.  Tlic  number  of  persons  employed 
was  44,11):!;  average  time  worked  KiD  days.  1  he 
jier  cent  of  pick-mined  coal  was  twenty-six  per 
cent;  machine-mined  seventy-four  per  cent.  There 
were  1,14()  mining  machines  and  214  motors  in  use 
in  ;i:i5  mines.  One  thousand  seven  hundred  <in<l 
eight  inspections  were  made  and  290  improve¬ 
ments  recorded.  T  he  average  tons  lump  coal 
mined  per  day  by  pick  miners  was  3.58  tons;  for 
the  year  4:!5  tons.  The  average  number  tons 
lump  coal  produced  by  drillers,  shooters  and  load¬ 
ers  per  day  was  4.00 ;  for  the  year  080.  Average 
miniher  tons  lump  coal  produced  by  machine 
cutters  per  day  was  29.1  tons;  for  the  year  3,035 
tons. 

The  fatal  accide.nts  numbered  1 14,  a  decrease 
of  four  as  compared  with  the  preceding  yrar; 
serious  accidents  amounted  to  372 ;  o'lT  minor 
171.  Total  number  of  casualties  657.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  employed  for  each  life  lost  was 
388;  one  serious  accident  to  every  119  persons 
employed.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou¬ 
sand  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight  to.ns  of  coal 
were  mined  to  the  life  lost. 

Forty-two  new  mines  opened  up,  fifty  sus¬ 
pended  and  thirty-three  abandoned.  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-one  second  openings  were  made 
during  the  year,  the  largest  number  ever  re¬ 
corded  in  the  history  of  the  department.  The 
resignation  of  four  district  inspectors  were  re¬ 
corded  and  accepted  during  the  year.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  changes  that  took  place,  necessarily 
interfering  somewhat  with  the  work  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  the  general  conditions  of  the  mines 
throughout  the  state  reflects  great  credit  upon  the 
force  of  inspectors. 


Coal  Production  of  Montana. 

The  coal  output  of  Montana  amounted  in  1905 
to  1,043, 8:i3  short  tons,  valued  at  $3,833,350. 
T'he  coal  mining  industry  of  this  state  has  shown 
ccmparatively  little  change  during  the  last  eleven 
years.  Although  the  production  in  1905  exhibited 
an  increase  of  284,913  short  tons,  or  twenty-one 
per  cent  over  that  of  1904,  it  exceeded  by  only 
130,000  tons  the  average  production  during  the 
preceding  ten  years  and  was  a  little  less  than  the 
outmit  reported  in  1897  and  in  1900. 

The  Montana  returns  for  1905  do,  however, 
indicate  an  unusual  demand  upon  the  coal  mines 
of  the  state  i.n  that  year,  for  there  was  not  only 
an  increase  1  production  but  prices  showed  a  de¬ 
cided  improvement  and  the  total  value  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $028,812,  or  28.0  per  cent,  from  $2,194,- 
548  in  1904  to  $3,833,350  in  1905.  The  average 
price  advanced  from  $1.01  to  $1.73  per  short  ton. 
T’he  larger  part  of  the  coal  produced  in  Mon¬ 
tana  is  sold  for  locomotive  use  and  the  improved 
conditio.ns  last  year  were  doubtless  due  to  in¬ 
creased  business  with  the  transportation  com¬ 
panies. 

Notwithstanding  the  increased  production  in 
1905,  the  number  of  men  employed  was  consider¬ 
ably  les-i  than  in  1904,  while  the  average  number 
of  w'orking  days  was  the  same.  The  total  num- 
hcr  of  men  employed  in  1905  w?as  2,181,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  3,505  men  in  1904.  The  average 
number  of  days  worked  was  243  in  both  years. 
T'he  average  production  per  man  in  1905  was 
753.7  tons,  against  524.5  in  1904. 

One  mine  in  Montana  was  closed  from  January 
first  to  August  nineteenth  by  a  strike  which  had 
begun  in  August,  1904.  This  mine  employed  a 
total  of  200  men,  and  it  is  the  only  instance  of 
labor  trouble  reported  in  Montana  during  the 
year. 


T  here  were  fifty-eight  mining  machines  in  use 
in  Montana  in  1905,  against  fifty-seven  in  1904, 
and  sixty-three  in  I90:!.  T'he  machine  mined 
jiroduction  in  1905  amounted  to  752,005  short 
tons,  or  forty-six  per  cent  of  the  total  outinit, 
as  comiiared  with  482,924  short  tons,  or  35.5  per 
cent  of  the  total  outinit  in  1904. 


Law  Is  Unconstitutional. 

The  supreme  court  of  Illinois  has  declared 
unconstitutional  the  law’  retiuiring  coal  mine 
operators  to  maintain  washrooms  for  the  con¬ 
venience  of  their  employes.  The  law,  which 
was  iiasscd  in  1903,  provides:  “That  every  owner 
or  ojierator  of  a  coal  mine  in  this  state  shall 
provide  and  maintain  a  washroom  at  a  con¬ 
venient  jilacc  at  the  top  of  each  mine  for  the 
use  of  the  miners  and  other  employes  of  such 
mine ;  and  such  washroom  shall  be  so  arranged 
that  such  miners  and  other  employes  may  hang 
therein  their  clothes  for  the  purpose  of  drying 
the  same.” 

A  criminal  proceedhig  was  instituted  against 
an  operator  in  Sangamon  county  who  did  not 
comply  with  the  law.  Conviction  followed  in  a 
justice  court  and  it  was  upheld  in  the  circuit 
court.  It  was  from  this  that  the  appeal  was 
taken.  Chief  Justice  Scott  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  entire  court,  with  the  exception  of  Justice 
Hand,  who  dissented. 

T'he  salient  points  in  the  decision  are  sum¬ 
marized  as  foIlow’S : 

“The  only  purpose  of  this  act  is  to  promote 
the  health  of  miners  and  other  persons  em¬ 
ployed  in  coal  mines.  Many  men  in  this  state 
are  employed  in  the  foundries  and  steel  mills 
who  work  in  a  higher  temperature  than  do  the 
miners,  surrounded  by  conditions  deleterious  to 
health  and  inimical  to  longevity.  The  con¬ 
venience  provided  for  by  this  act  is  not  less 
desirable  to  them  than  to  the  coal  miner. 

“While  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  form 
classes  in  reference  to  which  the  police  power 
may  be  exercised  is  uncpiestioned,  there  can  be 
no  discrimination  among  individuals  in  forming 
such  classes  unless  there  is  some  difference  in 
their  condition  which  causes  them  to  naturally 
fall  into  different  groups. 

“It  is  apparent  that  a  statute  of  this  character, 
providing  that  a  washroom  should  be  provided 
for  miners  working  at  a  greater  depth  than  200 
feet  below  the  surface  and  making  no  similar 
provision  for  miners  working  at  a  lesser  depth, 
would  be  unconstitutional,  because  it  would  make 
an  arbitrary  distinction  between  individuals 
surrounded  by  the  same  conditions. 

“We  think  the  act  in  question  when  considered 
as  an  exercise  of  police  power,  is  properly  the 
subject  of  the  same  objeetjon.  The  fact  that  it 
proposes  to  benefit  workmen  employed  in  coal 
mining  does  not  make  it  valid  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  laborers  in  other  employment  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  like  conditions  and  are  equally  in 
need  of  the  benefit  of  this  statute. 

“It  is  manifest  that  for  the  purposes  of  this 
statute  no  such  distinction  exists  between  coal 
miners  and  workmen  in  many  other  occupations 
in  this  state.  The  evil  at  which  this  statute  is 
aimed  is  one  that  is  not  visited  alone  upon 
persons  employed  in  coal  mines.  The  legisla¬ 
ture  can  not  ameliorate  the  coal  miners’  condi¬ 
tion  under  the  guise  of  an  exercise  of  the 
police  power  and  leave  others  unaided  who 
suffer  from  like  causes.” 

V 

A  delegation  of  six  hundred  Frenchmen  visited 
the  Hibernia  coal  mine  at  Herne,  Westphalia,  in 
Germany,  during  the  last  week  of  June  as  an  ac¬ 
knowledgement  of  the  relief  work  of  the  party 
of  fifteen  life  savers  sent  from  there  March 
twelfth  to  Courrieres,  department  of  the  Pas-de- 
Calais,  to  assist  in  the  salvage  operations  after 
the  disaster  there  hy  which  about  1,200  persons 
lost  tbeir  lives.  Among  the  French  visitors  were 
the  survivors  of  the  Courrieres  catastrophe;  a 
son  of  ex-President  Carnot,  who  acted  as  chair¬ 
man  of  the  delegation ;  members  of  various  cor¬ 
porations  and  of  the  Paris  University;  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Paris  fire  brigade  and  several  officials 
of  high  rank. 


Foreign  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  overcome  the  depres 
sion  of  the  coal  mining  industry  of  New  South 
Wales  through  the  low  prices  now  received  for 
the  product.  One  collifcry  has  a  contract  for  sup¬ 
plying  best  Borehole  coal  at  $1.04  at  the  pit’s 
mouth,  representing  $1.82  on  the  dyke  at  New¬ 
castle.  Probably  $2.00  is  the  highest  obtained 
for  Borehole  coal  at  present.  Maitland  coal 
ranges  from  $1.70  up.  One  colliery  official  said 
that  if  they  could  secure  twenty-five  cents  more 
a  ton  they  would  do  well.  For  the  second  class 
Macquarie  coals  the  price  has  fallen  to  $1.21  per 
ton.  Miners  have  been  receiving  bigher  wages 
than  the  price  of  coal  would  justify,  and  both 
they  and  the  owners  are  anxious  for  higher  prices. 
A  combination  for  effecting  this  has  therefore 
been  formed  and  coal  prices  advanced  nineteen 
cents  on  the  ton,  with  a  further  similar  advance 
probable  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  present  time  China,  possessing  within 
her  territory  a  total  area  of  coal-bearing  forma¬ 
tion  probably  greater  than  that  of  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  is  almost  entirely  dependent  for  her  supply 
upon  the  output  of  the  Japanese  mines.  It  is  bad 
enough  that  a  country  possessing  unlimited  sup¬ 
plies  of  first-class  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
should  elect  to  purchase  its  fuel  supply  abroad, 
but  the  position  has  been  aggravated  during  the 
past  year  by  the  rise  (averaging  about  seventy- 
five  to  100  per  cent)  in  the  price  of  Japanese  coal, 
and  by  the  fact  that  the  supply  from  Kiushiu 
mines,  the  chief  mines  of  Japan,  is  unable  to 
keep  pace  with  an  ever  increasing  demand.  It 
is  evident  that  such  conditions  must  seriously  hin¬ 
der  a  commercial  development,  which  is  still 
in  its  initial  stages;  in  every  branch  of  trade  and 
manufacture  the  want  of  an  adequate  fuel  supply 
is  keenly  felt.  The  situation  is  one  which  vitally 
affects  American  interests.  China,  by  virtue  of 
cheap  labor,  cheap  materials  and  a  silver  basis 
of  currency  must  inevitably  assume  before  long 
an  important  place  among  manufacturing  coun¬ 
tries  ;  it  is  useless  to  blink  at  the  facts  or  dis¬ 
courage  her  efforts  in  this  direction,  for  to  do  so 
amounts  simply  to  putting  a  premium  upon  other 
competition  without  benefit  to  ourselves.  Rather 
should  it  be  the  object  of  American  enterprise 
and  capital  to  obtain  as  firm  a  foothold  as  possi¬ 
ble  in  China,  and  to  assist  in  every  way  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  resources  which  must  eventually 
yield  a  generous  return.  It  may  be  taken  as  an 
axiom,  however,  that  no  mine  under  native  of¬ 
ficial  management  will  ever  prove  a  commercial 
success  and  one  of  the  first  objects  to  be  aimed 
at  should  be  to  obtain  from  the  Chinese  pvern- 
ment  the  right  for  private  individuals,  native  and 
foreign,  to  form  mining  companies,  without  undue 
official'  interference.  The  existing  regulations 
under  which  minerals  may  be  exploited  (as  noti¬ 
fied  by  proclamation  throughout  Hunan  and 
Szuchuan)  are  equivalent  to  a  total  prohibition 
of  mining  enterprise,  and  were  probably  so  in¬ 
tended  from  the  outset. 

European  scientists  are  celebrating  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the  utility  of 
coal  tar.  At  that  time  its  utility  as  a  dye-stuff 
became  known  and  since  that  time  science  has  put 
it  to  a  thousand  uses  until  it  has  become  the 
medium  of  endless  chemical  utilities.  One  fac¬ 
tory  in  Germany,  devoted  to  the  creation  of  coal 
tar  products,  employs  4.500  workmen,  including 
145  graduate  chemists,  all  having  received  their 
doctcor’s  degree,  175  engineers  and  500  clerks. 
This  firm  alone  owns  1,200  German  and  1.400 
other  patents.  The  possibilities  still  lying  dor¬ 
mant  in  coal  tar  fire  the  imaginations  of  chem¬ 
ists.  One  chemist  concluded  a  paper  read  before 
a  body  of  chemists  recently  as  follows:  “M  hat 
these  raw  materials  obtained  furnish  in  the  future 
is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but  if  you  will  permit 
me  to  prophesy.  I  think  we  will  surely  find 
remedies  which  will  cure  consumption  and  other 
diseases  caused  by  bacterial  infection.  IVe  will 
have  perfumes  which  will  he  stronger  and  more 
beautifully  scented  than  anything  which  nature 
can  produce.  We  shall  find  explosives  which 
will  not  endanger  human  lives  in  the  handling, 
hut  which  will  be  more  effective  than  nitro¬ 
glycerine  and  all  others  known  at  present.  We 
shall  be  able  to  preserve  materials  of  food  for  any 
length  of  time  without  injury  to  the  health  of 
the  consumer.” 


Xo.  3] 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Reports  from 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  July  19. 

The  anthracite  coal  market  is  quieting 
down  quite  materially  from  the  status  pre¬ 
vailing  previous  to  this  week  and  the  indica¬ 
tions  are  that  the  usual  summer  dullness  is 
already  upon  the  trade,  though  in  past  years 
it  rarely  approached  before  August.  While 
there  is  a  fair  movement  of  coal  from  the 
mines  which  is  apparently  being  distributed 
to  the  trade  in  the  various  consuming  _  locali¬ 
ties  on  orders  previously  placed,  there  is 
new  business  available  at  the  moment.  This 
is  decidedly  in  contrast  with  several  weeks 
past,  though  the  situation  is  accepted  gener¬ 
ally  as  one  that  can  not  be  avoided  this  year, 
owing  to  a  greater  amount  of  coal  being 
carried  by  the  dealers,  holding  over  from  their 
heavy  purchases  earlier  in  the  year. 

Further  Curtailment  of  Production  Expected. 

As  yet  there  has  been  little,  if  any,  accu¬ 
mulation  of  stock  in  first  hands,  and  the  ship¬ 
ments  so  far  have  been  afforded  enough  room, 
in  consumers’  yards,  to  prevent  this,  but  in  the 
event  of  mining  continuing  at  a  full  capacity 
for  any  length  of  time  it  would  materially 
have  the  effect,  under  the  present  condition, 
of  filling  up  all  vacant  storage  room,  making 
it  necessary  to  put  a  surplus  in  stock  or  to 
restrict  the  output  at  the  mines. 

The  latter  course  is  more  likely  to  be  pur¬ 
sued,  as  the  storing  of  large  quantities  of  coal 
is  not  a  profitable  investment,  although  a 
certain  amount  of  reserve  tonnage  at  certain 
points  is  always  desirable  to  facilitate  the 
winter  distribution  of  it.  Under  these  con¬ 
ditions  operators  will  undoubtedly  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  reduced  requirements  during 
the  next  month  or  six  weeks  to  make  such 
repairs  and  improvement  to  machinery  and 
mines  as  may  be  needed.  This  is  an  oppor¬ 
tune  time  to  shut  down  operations  for  such 
work,  thus  limiting  the  tonnage  to  actual 
demands,  and  avoiding  a  period  of  total  idle¬ 
ness  which  is  apt  to  interfere  with  the  trade 
which  requires  almost  daily  attention. 

Trade  eastward  is  comparatively  light,  and 
shipments  upon  it  are  reduced  from  what 
they  were,  although  because  of  occasional  un¬ 
expected  orders  being  sent  in  the  business  i,s 
held  fairly  steady.  There  is  also  a  demand 
for  additional  cargoes  from  the  light  water 
draught  ports,  which  can  only  depend  upon 
the  'open  season  for  their  supply,  usually 
taking  it  in  earlier  than  the  deep  water  ports 


in  order  to  avoid  the  fall  advance  in  vessel 

Th'^all-rail  business,  taking  coal  direct  from 
the  mines,  keeps  fairly  steady  and  is  more 
regular  in  producing  orders  than  other  branches 
of  the  trade. 

This  trade  is  helping  out  to  a  great  extent, 
in  permitting  shippers  to  distribute  the  coal 
in  these  inactive  times,  and  is  frequently  the 
principal  market  to  which  shipments  can  be  made 
in  any  quantity.  The  car  supply  being  good, 
with  practically  all  roads,  this  class  of  orders 
is  receiving  prompt  attention  in  delivery, 
with  no  restrictions  likely  to  be  put  upon  it 
before  the  fall  trade  sets  in.  A  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  mine  tonnage  is  now  going 
to  more  western  markets  and  to  points  in 
Canada  which  have  not  yet  been  fully  sup¬ 
plied,  so  that  they  will  take  considerable  more 
coal  to  fill  their  requirements. 

The  trade  at  New  York  harbor  is  quiet, 
taking  but  little  coal,  with  dealers  well  sup¬ 
plied,  and  no  demand  at  retail  of  any  account 
to  affect  their  stocks.  The  steam  grades  are 
very  heavy,  making  it  difficult  to  move  thein 
in  all  instances.  Prices  on  the  products  of 
the  individual  shipper  are  suffering  m  con- 
sequence  because  of  congestion  at  the  ship- 
ping  ports. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Not  Active. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
does  not  show  much  change  and  any  im¬ 
provement  reflected  is  merely  of  a  sporachc 
character,  affecting  but  few  localities.  This, 
of  course,  is  the  time  when  the  dullness  is 
on  in  its’  fullness,  where  producers  have  to 
curtail  shipments  to  keep  within  the  number 
of  orders  in  hand,  and  to  estimate  from  day 
to  day  as  to  the  amount  of  coal  required. 

Most  of  the  shipments  going  forward  are  on 
business  which  has  been  forced  upon  the 
consumers.  The  producers  who  are  keeping 
slightly  short  of  coal  for  present  needs  are 
in  a  stronger  position  than  those  having  a 
surplus.  The  shippers  •  of  the  lower  grades 
are  feeling  this  most  keenly.  Indeed,  many 
producers  are  questioning  if  it  is  a  good 
policy  to  urge  shipments  upon  consumers  at 
this  time,  as  it  is  being  considered  by  them 
somewhat  of  a  favor  to  take  coal  upon  their 
contracts.  The  sentiment  displayed  by  the 
operators  in  this  connection  is  that  eventu¬ 
ally  the  natural  consumption  of  coal  _  must 
exhaust  itself  and  bring  about  a  reversion  of 
conditions,  which  should  bring  in  a  good 
supply  of  orders  without  favors  having  to  be 
accepted. 


Many  of  the  officers  in  the  trade  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  prevailing  quietness  as  an 
opportune  time  to  take  vacations  for  such 
periods  as  can  be  spared  away  from  busi¬ 
ness,  and  many  are  now  indulging  in  a  trip 
to  the  seashore  and  country,  in  order  to  get 
away  from  cares  and  duties  for  a  spell  of 
recreation. 

Prices  do  not  appear  to  be  affected,  as 
they  are  about  as  low  as  operators  will  per¬ 
mit  them  to  go,  preferring  to  shut  down  their 
mines  and  keep  the  coal  until  better  prices 

are  offered.  . 

The  settlement  of  the  Clearfield  coal  strike 
during  the  week  is  generally  looked  upon  as 
being  a  victory  for  the  operators  in  having 
obtained  the  open  shop,  which  was  the  only 
thing  fought  for,  the  miners  agreeing  to  the 
wage  scale  offered  them  on  April  twenty- 
eighth.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  under  the  new 
arrangement  of  things  greater  prosperity  will 
attend  the  production  of  coal  in  that  region. 

Trade  in  the  Far  East  Is  Dull. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  continues  dull.  But 
the  terminal  points  at  the  lower  ports,  from 
which  the  heavier  tonnage  comes,  has  been 
curtailed  in  shipment  for  the  past  few  weeks 
more  than  heretofore,  and  accordingly  the 
pressure  for  placing  this  coal  has  been  re¬ 
duced.  Quite  a  good  deal  of  coal,  compara¬ 
tively,  is  going  forward  to  this  territory  on 
light  ’draught  water  business.  The  consumers 
in  this  class  of  trade  know  they  can  not 
postpone  shipments  until  the  fall  without  pay¬ 
ing  a  heavy  penalty  in  the  way  of  coastwise 
freights.  In  this  connection  it  is  understood 
that  the  New  Haven  road  has  strengthened  its 
bridges  and  otherwise  has  improved  its  facili¬ 
ties,  so  that  the  restriction  to  certain  classes 
on  all-rail  delivery  of  cars  has  been  lightened 
materially.  They  have  been  a  serious  handi¬ 
cap  in  the  past  and  will  bear  further  conces¬ 
sions. 

Trade  along  Long  Island  sound  is  very 
quiet  and  most  shippers  are  looking  for  orders 
to  come  in  from  there  in  only  a  desultory 
sort  of  way.  So  few  shipments  are  going  to 
it  that  the  barge  lines  catering  to  this  bjisi- 
ness  have  a  portion  of  their  equipment  laid 
up  awaiting  increased  activity.  The  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market  remains  quiet,  a  number 
of  coal  vessels  taking  outside  freight  at 
higher  rates.  Philadelphia  quotes  as  follows; 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  ()0@f).'jc;  the 
sound,  oOc;  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  8nc; 
Portsmouth,  (i.'>c;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and 
towage;  Bath,  85c;  Bangor,  70@~5c. 


Market  Mews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  July  19. —  {Special  Correspondence.) 
— No  improvement  has  been  shown  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  market  this  week ;  in  fact,  conditions  are 
even  more  sluggish  than  a  week  ago,  if  such  a 
thing  is  possible.  Local  dealers  say  that  there 
is  no  likelihood  of  a  stronger  tone  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  winter  season, 
along  the  latter  part  of  August. 

“Conditions  may  be  summed  up  in  few  words, 
said  a  leading  sales  agent  yesterday,  “for  there  s 
simply  nothing  doing.  Local  business  is  at  a 
standstill,  line  orders  are  nil,  the  lake  forward¬ 
ing  has  fallen  off  one-third  during  the  past  six 
days.  There  is  absolutely  no  pressing  demand 
for  anthracite  anywhere.  Really,  so  far  as  the 
market  is  concerned,  the  miners  might  just  as 
well  have  taken  a  month  as  a  week’s  holiday  in 
which  to  show  their  patriotism.  But  present 
dullness  is  making  for  a  lively  fall  trade,  and  I 
predict  that  our  people  will  have  one  of  the  best 
seasons  in  the  history  of  the  business.  ^  That  s 
saving  a  good  deal,  but  the  outlook  justifies  the 
prophecy.  Everybody  appears  to  be  waiting. 
Even  at  upper  lake  ports,  where  there  is  usually 
a  good  inquiry  right  along  during  the  shipping 
season,  one  would  think  the  trade  had  gone  fish¬ 
ing,  so  quiet  is  it.  The  fact  is  that  the  lake 


docks  were  never  so  well  stocked  in  the  first 
months  of  navigation.  That  comes  as  the  direct 
result  of  such  extensive  winter  loading,  and  it 
is  likely  that  the  plan  will  be  followed  more  gen- 
erallv  in  the  future  than  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
No  doubt  some  of  the  companies  who  put  no 
coal  aboard  until  the  opening  of  navigation  this 
year  will  be  active  in  looking  for  winter  hull 
storage  next  January.” 

Lake  shipments  for  the  week  ending  1  uesclay 
night  were  only  49,246  tons,  as  against  65,8 1 5 
tons  for  the  previous  week.  Eight  ports  vyere 
represented  in  the  husmess,  but  Chicago  received 
one-half  the  consignment.  Amount  forwarded 
was  distributed  as  follows :  Chicago,  24,500 , 
Milwaukee,  12,275;  Port  Colborne,  450;  Superior. 
6,300;  Waukegan,  3,766;  Toledo,  1,200;  Mari¬ 
nette,  880;  Port  Washington,  1,075  tons. 

C.  L.  Thompson,  western  sales  agent  of  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  was  a  caller 
in  the  city  for  a  few  hours  on  Tuesday.  Ills  re¬ 
port  was  corroborative  of  the  opinions  expressed 

above.  .  ,  ..-if 

Not  in  years,  except  during  the  great  stnke  ot 
1892,  has  it  been  as  quiet  along  the  coal  loading 
plants  of  Buffalo’s  lake  front,  at  this  season  of 
the  year,  as  at  present.  .•Mthough  not  all  the 


dock  superintendents  have  gone  on  their  summer 
vacations,  there  is  no  good  reason  why  they 
shouldn’t  be  starting  if  they  are  so  inclined. 

The  feeling  of  confidence  in  the  bituminous 
market  reported  last  week  continues.  There  is 
a  lively  demand  and  prices  are  firm  with  ad¬ 
vances  in  some  quarters. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top 
Dal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage 
irted  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending 
lurteenth.  the  corresponding  week  last 


in  1905  : 


Week  ending  July  U,  190(5 
Corresponding  week,  190.'). 

Total  for  190(5 . . 

Corresponding  period,  190.5 


Railroad  & 
trans- 
July 
year, 
period 

Hroad-  Cumber- 
top  land  Total 

IS.Jir  20,402  315.01'.' 

r..53(i  21,389  28,92.'> 

107,329  00(5,783  1,014,113 

3(59,739  482,752  852,491 


Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  wilh  the. same  period  last  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  161.621  tons. 
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T/ie  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  I'j. —  (S/’ecial  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  liituniinous  market  here  during 
the  past  week  shows  some  further  signs  of  weak¬ 
ness.  Taken  in  connection  with  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  settlement  of  labor  troubles  in  the 
Clearfield  district,  the  prospect  of  a  release  of 
further  coal  from  that  section  onto  an  already 
sagging  market  is  having  its  effect.  This  cause, 
however,  is  debatable,  and  many  incline  to  the 
belief  that  what  weakness  was  shown  was  more 
directly  attributable  to  expected  seasonal  dullness 
of  demand  than  to  anything  else. 

The  settlement  of  the  Clearfield  troubles  came 
as  rather  a  surprise  to  many,  as  not  a  few  in¬ 
clined  to  the  belief  that  there  would  be  no  rush 
on  the  part  of  the  operating  interests  to  get  the 
men  back  at  work  at  a  time  when  the  market  is 
so  weak.  Reports  from  the  district,  however,  in¬ 
dicate  that  a  good  part  of  the  20,000  miners  who 
were  out  are  back,  and  that  the  next  two  weeks 
will  probably  see  a  restoration  of  normal  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  section. 

There  was  no  perceptible  break  in  many  of  the 
better  grade  coals,  especially  by  interests  of  a 
more  extensive  character,  and  the  low  sales  were 
for  the  most  part  through  some  small  inde¬ 
pendents  who  were  willing  to  sacrifice.  The 
larger  concerns,  backed  by  contract  business, 
seem  to  be  holding  up  fairly  well.  Many  are  not 
hustling  for  business  in  this,  the  slack  season, 
existing  contracts  at  fair  profits  being  relied  on, 
rather  than  new  business  sought  at  present  mar¬ 
ket  rates  with  small  or  no  profits. 

Some  of  the  lower  grade  coals  through  inde¬ 
pendent  sources  were  reported  as  procurable  at 
seventy  and  seventy-five  cents,  and  one  agency 
reported  securing  a  considerable  amount  at  sixty- 
five  cents.  This  latter  was  exceptionally  low, 
and  as  a  matter  of  fact  below  production  cost. 

Local  Demand  Is  Light. 

Real  summer  lassiture  prevails  here  in  the 
matter  of  demand  for  strictly  local  consumption. 
While  a  big  shipping  center  for  tidewater  and 
foreign  moving  coal,  Baltimore  is  not  a  great 
bituminous  consuming  center,  when  its  popula¬ 
tion  is  considered,  at  any  season,  and  while  a 
fair  amount  of  coal  is  being  consumed  it  is 
mostly  on  contract  and  there  is  but  little  new 
business  originating  here  at  present. 

Shipments  to  New  England  points  continue 
heavy,  in  spite  of  the  reports  that  many  of  the 
mills  and  other  industries  there  are  already  well 
stocked  with  fuel.  Not  a  little  of  this  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  finding  its  way  into  storage  for  fu¬ 
ture  consumption  when  the  awakening  comes  in 
the  fall. 

Ocean  Rates  Still  High. 

Charters  for  southern  coast  points  are  still 
high,  because  vessel  owners  fear  hurricanes  at 
the  present  season  of  the  year.  A  number  of 
charters  have  recently  been  announced  for  Mexi¬ 
can  and  South  American  points,  as  well  as 
around  the  Horn  to  San  Francisco.  The  first 
named  are  largely  on  return  trips  of  vessels 
which  brought  ore  here  to  the  Maryland  Steel 
Works.  Last  year  the  Maryland  corporation  im¬ 
ported  681,000  tons,  mostly  from  Daiquiri,  Cuba, 
it  being  cheaper  to  pay  the  vessel  rates  and  im¬ 
port  charges  than  to  bring  the  ore  all-rail  from 
the  lake  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
vessels  which  bring  this  ore  fit  in  nicely  in  the 
coal  trade  business  for  Central  and  South  Ameri¬ 
can  shipments. 

State’s  Attorney  Austin  A.  Wilson,  acting  for 
the  state  of  Maryland,  under  the  new  Sherman 
differential  law  passed  by  the  last  legislature,  has 
filed  a  petition  in  the  circuit  court  of  Allegheny 
county  against  the  Cumberland  &  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  to  give  cause  why  its  charter  should 
not  be  forfeited.  The  so-called  differential  law 
was  designed  to  force  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  to  remove  the  fifteen  cent  differential  freight 
rate  against  the  coal  of  the  Georges  Creek 
mining  region,  which  rate  favors  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Myersdale,  Pa.,  coal  regions.  The 
Cumberland  &  Pennsylvania  is  a  coal  road  owned 
by  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  in  which  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway  also  had  considerable 
interest  by  reason  of  its  majority  holdings  of 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.  stock  until  the  recent 
sale  of  those  securities. 


The  J\[ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  19. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  but  little  demand  for  anthracite 
coal  in  this  market,  it  seemingly  having  felt 
the  effects  of  the  hot  weather  prevailing  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week.  No  special  improvement 
can  be  looked  for  until  the  torrid  season  is 
over.  This  applies  more  particularly  to  the 
retail  trade,  both  as  to  sales  and  purchases, 
and  what  trade  is  accomplished  is  insignificant 
as  to  giving  the  desired  relief. 

Wholesale  business  shows  a  better  tone,  and 
is  taking  on  an  occasional  cargo  to  keep  the 
supply  at  discharging  ports  sufficiently  full  to 
provide  for  all  possible  wants.  Shipments  are 
also  being  made  to  the  shoal  water  ports, 
where  buyers  are  obliged  to  be  more  fore¬ 
handed  in  receiving  their  winter’s  supply  to 
avoid  the  usual  fall  shortage  in  suitable  craft, 
and  a  possible  advance  in  ocean  freights. 

The  all-rail  trade  continues  regular  in  its 
requirements,  which  is  appreciated,  as  it  takes 
considerable  tonnage  unprovided  for  at  the 
tidewater  ports,  giving  the  desired  relief  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Shipments  to  the  more  distant 
Eastern  and  lower  Canadian  points,  all-rail, 
are  still  quite  active,  with  a  good  amount  of 
bysiness  in  prospect.  The  steam  grades  of 
anthracite  are  very  flat.  Consumers  using 
tliis  fuel  still  have  ample  stocks  on  hand  for 
all  immediate  needs,  having  stored  too  gen¬ 
erously  during  the  strike  agitation  to  give  any 
relief  to  the  situation. 

Bituminous  Market  Quiet. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  is  exceedingly 
quiet.  Pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear,  in 
an  effort  to  force  contractors  to  take  on  more 
coal  than  has  been  done  in  the  past  few 
months.  This  condition  has  about  reached  a 
point  where  there  is  likely  to  be  a  tendency 
to  concede  something,  in  order  to  move  the 
coal.  Stories  of  some  cutting  in  prices  have 
been  current  in  the  trade  for  some  time,  yet 
one  can  not  see  how  any  depreciation  in  val¬ 
ues  can  help  the  situation  in  its  present  status. 
It  would  rather  incline  to  further  depress  and 
delay  the  business  so  much  desired;  if  partici¬ 
pated  in,  to  any  extent,  it  will  produce  a  con¬ 
dition  from  which  the  market  might  not  be 
able  to  recover,  even  when  the  trade  picks 
up. 

The  Eastern  market  has  been  peculiarly  sit¬ 
uated  this  year,  by  reason  of  the  heavy  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  coal  against  strikes,  making  it 
dull,  with  less  orders  available  than  shippers 
have  been  accustomed  to,  but  this  trade  can 
not  be  urged  or  encouraged  by  price.  Being 
entirely  a  matter  of  personal  convenience  with 
the  buyer,  it  is  best  to  wait  for  his  desires. 
Thus  in  due  time  the  trade  will  develop  on 
profitable  lines,  in  sufficient  quantity  to  satisfy 
everybody.  The  effort  on  the  part  of  all  pro¬ 
ducers,  shipping  at  different  ports,  to  place 
some  tonnage  here  in  order  to  get  relief,  has 
probably  been  responsible  for  the  rumors 
made. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  19. —  (Special  Corres¬ 
pondence.) — Anthracite  coal  trade  conditions  show 
no  change  of  importance  from  last  week,  and 
the  amount  of  business  being  transacted  is 
fully  up  to  normal  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
Most  of  the  coal  now  being  produced  is 
shipped  upon  orders  that  had  been  previously 
placed.  With  the  general  trade  that  requires 
regular  shipments  it  is  about  sufficient  to  ab¬ 
sorb  the  tonnage  available,  as  outside  of  this 
trade  there  is  no  great  demand. 

There  is  still  a  considerable  amount  of  busi¬ 
ness  in_  the  hands  of  the  larger  producing 
companies,  making  this  territory  comparatively 
active.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  shut-down 
of  the  mines  during  the  first  week  of  the 
month,  causing  shipments  to  be  further  ex¬ 
tended.  The  steam  grades  are,  however,  not 
moving  off  freely,  and  are  inclined  to  be  heavy 
with  most  interests.  There  is  good  reason  for 
this  lack  of  activity.  It  had  been  anticipated 
early  in  the  season  because  of  the  enormous 
stocks  accumulated  at  that  time  by  the  large 
consuming  interests.  The  heavier  purchases 


were  made  by  the  traction  companies  through¬ 
out  this  section  of  the  State  and  New  Jersey, 
as  also  the  big  manufacturers  using  this  coal. 
With  the  stocks  evidently  not  sufficiently 
diminished  to  warrant  replenishing,  the  de¬ 
mand  for  them  is  naturally  small. 

Shipments  to  points  in  the  East,  around  the 
Delaware  cape,  are  of  fair  proportions,  with 
the  light  water-draught  business  receiving  the 
preference  at  present.  The  local  retail  trade 
is  somewhat  quieter,  it  feeling  the  effects  of 
the  usual  summer  dullness. 

Clearfield  Settlement  Was  Opportune. 

The  feature  of  importance  in  the  bituminous 
coal  trade  this  week  has  been  the  adjustment 
of  the  labor  trouble,  which  had  brought  about 
a  strike  lasting  fifteen  weeks.  The  time  of 
settlement  was  quite  opportune,  as  the  im¬ 
portant  contractors  had  become  anxious  about 
their  future  supply  of  coal.  The  terms  of 
agreement  arrived  at  for  the  current  year’s 
mining  are  favorable  to  the  operators,  they 
having  practically  succeeded  in  obtaining  all 
the  concessions  which  they  demanded  from  the 
miners.  The  siege  that  the  operators  had  to 
endure,  in  keeping  their  mines  idle,  to  obtain 
a  more  advantageous  position  in  the  market, 
is  gratifying  as  the  results  are  fully  com¬ 
mensurate  with  any  temporary  loss  of  ton¬ 
nage.  Enough  business  has  been  held  open 
by  appreciative  customers  to  give  them  an 
active  period  of  mining  for  the  balance  of  the 
season. 

Otherwise  trade  is  quiet,  with  very  little 
demand  for  coal  at  the  shipping  ports.  The 
all-rail  shipments  are  slightly  more  regular 
in  reaching  shippers  hands,  which  gives  some 
relief  in  these  times.  Prices  on  the  better 
grades  of  steam  coal  are  well  upheld,  and 
$1.15  to  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  mines  is 
asked  for  on  current  shipments. 


Mexican  Mining  Laws. 

J.  A.  Le  Roy,  American  consul  at  Durango, 
Mexico,  reporting  on  the  possibility  of  changing 
the  mining  laws  of  Mexico,  says: 

“There  is  talk  of  a  comprehensive  revision 
of  the  mining  laws  of  Mexico,  not  with  a  view 
to  any  radical  changes,  but  to  make  a  more  har¬ 
monious  whole  of  the  accumulation  of  legis¬ 
lative  enactments,  executive  decrees,  etc.,  that 
have  grown  up  since  1891;  also  with  a  view  to 
certain  changes  advocated  by  the  mining  interests 
in  the  matter  of  fixing  boundaries,  size  of  claims, 
methods  of  registration,  and  payment  of  claim 
taxes.  The  project  was  also  broached  of  restoring 
the  former  right  held  by  the  government  over 
deposits  of  oil  and  coal  as  over  other  mineral 
deposits. 

“It  is  the  principle  of  Mexican  mining  law, 
inherited  from  Spanish  law,  that  the  title  to 
mineral  riches  vests  in  the  state,  and  not  in  the 
individual  possessing  the  surface  of  the  soil,  and 
in  granting  mineral  patents  the  government  gives 
the  applicant  only  the  right  to  remove  the  min¬ 
erals.  In  practice  a  Mexican  mining  claim,  so 
long  as  the  requirements  governing  its  issue 
are  complied  with,  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
the  same  as  title  in  fee  simple.  The  distinction 
in  principle  remains,  however,  to  the  extent  that 
it  gives  the  state  full  authority  and  control  and 
the  right  to  insist  upon  the  conditions  which  it 
stipulates  with  regard  to  the  development  of  the 
riches  covered  by  the  conveyance. 

“This  principle  of  reserving  fee  simple  in  the 
state  was  abandoned  at  the  time  of  the  promulga¬ 
tion  of  the  present  mining  law  with  reference  to 
deposits  of  coal  and  oil,  the  rights  to  them  passing 
with  the  title  to  the  surface  of  the  soil.  It  has 
been  urged  that  the  development  of  Mexico’s  coal 
and  oil  resources  was  not  proceeding  with  the 
rapidity  that  it  would  if  the  large  landowners  did 
not  possess  the  title  to  such  wealth  underneath 
them. 

“The  government  has  had  a  committee  studying 
the  advisability  and  legality  of  a  change  of  the 
law  in  this  respect,  making  coal  and  oil  deposits 
subject  to  the  same  principles,  as  are  other  min¬ 
eral  deposits,  but  the  report  is  understood  to  have 
have  been  adverse  and  the  matter  dropped.” 
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THE  B  L  ACK  DIAMOND 


Death  of  W.  Beaumont  Whitney 


W.  Beaumont  Whitney,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  coal  miners 
and  shippers,  died  on  Tuesday,  July  seven¬ 
teenth  at  his  home  at  146  East  Walnut  lane, 
Germantown,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Whitney  was 
seventy-four  years  old  and  had  been  connected 
with  the  coal  business  for  fifty  years.  He  was 
born  in  Naravino,  Wis.,  in  1832,  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  ,  ,  ,  .  ^  , 

Mr.  Whitney  went  to  Philadelphia,  October 


and  became  agents  for  the  sale  of  upper 
Lehigh  coal,  the  colliery  being  owned  and 
controlled  by  John  Leisenring  and  his  friends. 
Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  McCreary  in  1879  the 
firm  became  known  as  Whitney  &  Kemmerer 
and  has  continued  in  business  down  to  the 
present  time.  As  one  of  the  oldest  firms  in 
the  anthracite  trade,  Whitney  &  Kemmerer 
are  firmly  established  and  have  an  enviable 
reputation  for  honesty  and  fairness,  strict  busi- 


ated  on  a  ten-hour  day.  Sixty-two  mines  em¬ 
ploying  10,801  men,  or  considerably  more  than 
half  the  total  number,  reported  a  ten-hour  day. 
Thirty  mines  employing  3,320  men  reported  nine 
hours,  and  twenty-four  mines  employing  1,069 
men  reported  eight  hours.  Three  mines  worked 
their  men  nine  and  one-half  hours  and  two  mines 
worked  them  eight  and  one-half  hours. 

Larger  Number  of  Fatalities. 

The  number  of  fatalities  in  1905  was  185  against 
eighty-four  in  1904,  fifty-seven  in  1903,  fifty  in 
1902,  forty-one  in  1901  and  thirty-seven  in  1900. 
The  large  increase  in  fatal  accidents  m  1905  was 
due  to  an  explosion  in  the  Virginia  mine  of  the 
Southern  Steel  Company  in  which  112  men  were 
killed.  Except  for  this  the  record  of  1905  would 
have  been  better  than  that  for  1904. 

The  Alabama  coal  fields  form  the  southwestern 
end  of  the  great  Appalachian  coal  fields  which 
extends  from  northern  Pennsylvania  to  central 

There  are  four  distinct  coal  producing  basins  or 
districts  in  the  state,  the  Coosa,  Cahaba  and  War- 
rior  basins  and  the  plateau  regions.  In  1905 
six  mines  working  four  different  seams  were  in 
operation  in  the  northern  end  of  the  Coosa  basin  m 
St  Oair  county.  Their  total  output  was  186,595 
tons.  In  the  Cahaba  basin,  twenty-four  mines 
were  in  operation  on  eleven  different  seams.  Ex¬ 
cept  the  one  mine  which  is  in  Jefferson  county, 
these  are  all  in  the  south  end  of  the  basin  in 
Shelby  and  Bibb  counties.  Their  combined  pro¬ 
duction  was  1,547,784  tons,  the  148  mines  operat¬ 
ing  in  the  Warrior  basin  produced  m  1904  9,791,- 
356  tons  of  coal.  This  basin  has  always  been  the 
scene  of  the  greatest  mining  activity  and  pro¬ 
duction  in  the  state.  The  coal  resources  of  the 
plateau  regions  are  not  well  known,  but  they  are 
comparatively  small.  In  the  eleven  mines  that 
were  in  operation  there  during  1905,  361,750  tons 
of  coal  were  produced. 


Coal  Production  in  Iowa. 

Coal  production  in  Iowa  has  exhibited  a  grad¬ 
ual  but  miinterrupted  increase  each  year  since 
1896.  The  output  in  1905,  according  to  a  forth¬ 
coming  report  of  Mr.  Edward  W.  Parker,  of 
the  United  States  geological  survey,  amounted 
to  6,781,909  short  tons,  which  had  a  spot  value 
of  $10,562,361.  This  is  an  increase  of  261,976 
short  tons,  or  four  per  cent  in  quantity  over  the 
production  of  1904,  but  of  only  $57,955,  or  a 
little  over  0.5  per  cent  in  value.  As  in  a  number 
of  states  m  the  Mississippi  valley  region,  the 
amount  of  coal  produced  in  Iowa  during  1905 
was  in  excess  of  the  market  requirements,  and 
prices  generally  declined.  The  average  price  for 
the  enfire  state  in  1905  was  $1.56  per  short  ton, 
as  compared  with  $1.61  in  1904,  and  $1.65  in 
1903.  The  number  of  men  employed  m  the  coal 
mines  of  Iowa  decreased  from  15,629  m  1904 
to  14,913  in  1905.  The  average  working  time 
was  the  same,  213  days,  in  both  years.  From 
these  figures  it  appears  that  the  decline  m  price 
has  been  in  part,  at  least,  made  up  by  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  individual  producing  efficiency  of 
the  mine  workers.  The  use  of  mining  machines 
in  Iowa  does  not  exert  any  material  influence 
on  the  production,  the  total  machine  mined  ton¬ 
nage  in  1905  being  less  than  three  per  cent  of  the 
total  output.  There  are  only  five  mines  in  which 
machines  were  used  in  1905,  and  the  number  of 
machines  in  use  was  thirty-two.  By  the  use 
of  these  186,224  tons  were  mined.  In  1904  there 
were  thirty-nine  machines  in  use  and  the  ma¬ 
chine  mined  product  amounted  to  175,742  short 
tons.  There  were  strikes  in  only  twelve  mines 
during  1905.  These  mines  employed  an  aggre¬ 
gate  of  1,774  men,  but  all  the  stoppages  were  of 
short  duration,  averaging  only  six  days’  time 
lost  for  each  of  the  men  on  strike.  Of  the  total 
number  of  men  employed  in  the  coal  mines  of 
Iowa  13,569,  distributed  among  186  mines, 
worked  on  the  basis  of  an  eight-hour  day. 

V 

The  entire  assets  of  the  Eastern  Cahaba  Coal 
Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  consisting  of  mining  ma¬ 
chinery,  office  fixtures,  etc.,  were  sold  rcceiitly 
at  the  federal  building  at  public  auction,  ihe 
property  was  inventoried  at  $20,028.04,  and  was 
secured  by  G.  M.  Bowers  for  $8,025,  who  in¬ 
tends  to  operate  the  property. 


first,  1859,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Alex¬ 
ander  W.  Leisenring,  president  of  the  Eirst 
National  Bank  of  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  and  of 
John  Leisenring  of  the  firm  of  Sharpe,  Leisen¬ 
ring  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Council  Ridge 
collieries.  He  entered  their  employ  and  re¬ 
mained  with  them  till  May,  1864,  when  he  was 
appointed  assistant  to  President  James  S.  Cox, 
of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  Upon 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Cox  and  the  election  of 
E.  W.  Clark  as  president,  Mr.  Whitney  be¬ 
come  manager  of  the  coal  department  of  the 
company,  at  the  same  time  acting  as  treasurer 
of  the  Nesquehoning  railway  and  also  the 
Delaware  Gap  railway. 

On  the  first  of  September,  1870,  the  firm 
of  Whitney,  McCreary  &  Kemmerer  was  formed 


JHabama  Coal  Statistics 


Statistics  of  the  coal  production  of  Alabama 
during  1905,  have  been  compiled  by  Edward  W. 
Barker,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey. 

They  show  that  the  total  production  of  the 
year  was  11,866,069  short  tons,  which  had  a  value 
on  the  spot  of  $14,387,721. 

This  was  an  increase  in  tonnage  of  604,023  or 
5.3  per  cent  and  a  gain  in  value  of  $907,610  or  6.7 
per  cent  over  the  value  of  1904. 

Compared  with  1903,  the  year  of  largest  produc¬ 
tion  heretofore,  the  output  in  1905  shows  an  in¬ 
crease  of  211,745  short  tons  in  amount  and  of 
$140,923  in  value.  The  average  price  per  ton  in 
1905  was  $1.21  as  compared  with  $1.20  in  1904, 
and  $1.22  in  1903. 

The  returns  show  that  19,595  men  were  em¬ 
ployed  for  an  average  of  225  days.  The  average 
output  per  man  was  605.6  tons  for  the  year  or  2.69 


ness  integrity  being  at  the  foundation  of  their 
great  business  success. 

Mr.  Whitney  has  long  been  recognized  as 
one  of  the  foremost  leaders  in  the  Eastern 
coal  trade,  his  counsel  and  advice  being  eagerly 
sought  by  the  older  as  well  as  the  younger 
men  in  the  trade,  and  not  only  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  branch  of  the  industry,  but,  as  well, 
in  the  bituminous  branch,  in  which  his  firm 
are  large  factors. 

As  a  faithful  and  active  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  Mr.  Whitney  has  exercised 
a  strong  moral  and  religious  influence,  and 
has  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  money  to 
charity.  His  wife  and  three  children  survive 
him. 


tons  per  day  as  compared  with  a  daily  output  of 
2  93  tons  per  man  in  1904,  when  17,811  men 
worked  an  average  of  216  days  and  produced 
11,362,046  tons  of  coal.  The  yearly  tonnage  per 
man  in  1904  was  632.3  tons  or  268  tons  more  than 
in  1905. 

Growing  Use  of  Machines. 

One  of  the  notable  features  in  connection  with 
production  of  coal  in  Alabama  during  1905  was 
the  largest  increase  in  the  number  of  mining  ma¬ 
chines  used  and  in  the  amount  of  machine  mined 
coal  produced.  There  were  196  machines  in  use 
in  1905  as  against  141  in  1904,  while  the  amount 
of  coal  under  cut  by  machines  increased  from  577,- 
317  short  tons  in  1903  to  741,170  tons  in  1904, 
and  1,786,479  short  tons  in  1905. 

Most  of  the  larger  mines  in  Alabama  are  oper- 
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Mattlicw  lic'ddow,  a  coal  operator  at  Miiiers- 
villc,  near  I’ullsvillc,  I'a.,  (lied  on  Thursday 
of  last  week,  lie  had  been  president  of 
iMinersville  borough  council  for  twenty  years. 

Hugh  Griffith,  of  Percy  lleilner  &  Son,  New 
York,  left  on  Saturday  for  the  Maine  coast  to 
enjoy  a  two  weeks’  vacation,  lie  is  located 
at  Castine,  Maine,  and  expects  to  do  some 
fishing  while  there,  and  participate  in  the 
usual  pastime  of  the  coast. 

John  W.  Robinson,  the  founder  of  what  is 
now  the  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  died 
at  his  home  at  Graham  h'orge,  Va.,  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  this  week,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 
years,  lie  was  prominently  identified  wdth 
the  company  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Harry  A.  Munn,  of  New  York,  has  taken 
summer  cpiarters  at  Ridgefield,  Conn.,  where 
he  will  remain  during  the  heated  term.  In 
connection  with  his  present  residence  he  will 
find  enough  time  to  look  after  his  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  taking  the  week  end  and  over  Sunday 
for  recreation. 

The  schooner  Matilda  D.  Borda,  with  a 
cargo  of  coal,  from  New  York  for  Savannah, 
was  found  ashore  at  Gull  Shoals,  N.  C.,  on 
Monday  of  this  week.  Eight  men,  comprising 
the  crew,  were  landed  safely  by  lifesavers  at 
that  point.  The  vessel  is  reported  to  be  in 
good  condition. 

George  M.  Norris,  sales  agent  of  the  Beech 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  left  on 
Friday  of  last  week  for  the  mountain  resorts 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  stopping  over  at  the 
Delaware  Water  Gap  on  his  way  to  Mt. 
Pocono.  Mr.  Norris  expects  to  be  away  for 
about  three  weeks. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  survey¬ 
ing  for  a  cut-off  from  Sand  Patch,  Pa.,  to 
avoid  the  tunnel  there,  through  Frostburg 
to  Pinto  cut-off.  This  route  would  put  Frost¬ 
burg  on  the  Pittsburg  division  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  and  would  take  such  traffic  as 
now  passes  through  Cumberland. 

W.  A.  Marshall,  of  New  York,  has  left  for 
the  south  on  a  trip  of  both  business  and 
pleasure,  and  will  be  gone  for  a  week  or  ten 
days.  It  is  not  often  that  Mr.  Marshall  gets 
away  from  office  duties,  yet  he  is  one  of  the 
most  strenuous  workers  in  the  trade,  greatly 
meriting  this  brief  period  of  recreation. 

3'he  operation  of  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  at 
Jenners,  Pa.,  to  be  known  as  Jenners  No.  2,  is 
expected  to  become  one  of  the  largest  in  Somer¬ 
set  county.  'I'he  foundations  for  the  tipple  and 
other  large  buildings  have  been  completed,  brick 
and  concrete  being  used  exclusively,  and  work 
on  the  superstructures  and  eciuipment  is  being 
pushed. 

E.  M.  Smith,  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  leased  four 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  coal  lands  near  Hazel- 
ton,  Pa.  The  tract  carries  the  Buck  Mountain 
as  well  as  the  Mammoth  vein  of  coal,  and  experts 
give  it  as  their  opinion  that  the  entire  tract  con¬ 
tains  over  twenty  million  tons.  It  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  erect  a  breaker  at  once,  equipping  it  with 
the  most  modern  machinery. 

The  FI.  C.  Babcock  Co.,  at  the  foot  of  East 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  street,  New 
York,  has  taken  over  the  coal  plant  at  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  street  and  Park 
avenue,  recently  vacated  by  F.  B.  Wood, 
who  has  retired.  Both  plants  will  be  operated 
by  the  Babcock  comi)any,  thereby  increasing 
its  facilities  to  transact  a  larger  business. 

C.  M.  Stuart,  of  C.  M.  Stuart  &  Co.,  Al¬ 
bany,  N.  Y.;  E.  B.  Ashton,  of  the  Saratoga 
Coal  Co.,  Saratoga,  N.  Y.;  H.  G.  Dewey,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  Coal  Co.  of  Fulton  County,  at 
Fonda  and  Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  were  in  New 
York  last  week  on  a  business  trip,  calling 
upon  a  number  in  the  trade.  The  party  made 
a  trip  by  automobile  to  Coney  Island  to  view 
the  sights  of  that  popular  summer  resort  be¬ 
fore  returning. 

Bids  for  the  coal  supply  of  the  armory  board 
of  New  York  city,  on  4,2.'>0  tons  of  anthracite, 
egg,  stove  and  nut,  were  opened  on  July 


twelfth,  showing  the  following  bidders;  Man¬ 
hattan  and  I’ronx  boroughs,  2,;!00  tons.  Burns 
Br<js.,  $5.81);  G.  h'.  Sinram,  $5.84;  Wm.  Far- 
rel  &  Son,  $5.74;  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.,  $0.15; 
M.  L.  Bird,  $0.10.  Brooklyn,  1,!)50  t<jns. 
Bacon  &  Co.,  $5.!):i;  Moquin-Offerman- Wells 
Coal  Co.,  $5.40;  A.  J.  &  J.  J.  McCollum,  $0.14. 

'J'he  Troy  Coal  Co.,  of  Wilkesljarre,  Pa., 
has  had  filed  a  mine  lease  during  the  week, 
giving  the  company  the  right  to  mine  all  the 
merchantable  anthracite  coal  from  a  tract  of 
land  in  Exeter  township,  consisting  of  about 
200  acres.  The  following  royalties  are  to  be 
paid  to  the  owner  of  the  land:  All  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes,  fifty  cents  per  ton;  pea  coal, 
twenty-live  cents  a  ton;  No.  2  buckwheat, 
six  and  a  (piarter  cents  and  No.  3  three  and 
one-eighth  cents  -per  ton.  The  officers  of  the 
company  are  William  Brewster  president  and 
John  H.  Dando  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  secretary. 

Now  that  the  labor  dispute  between  the 
operators  and  miners  of  the  central  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bituminous  coal  field  has  been  set¬ 
tled,  after  an  idleness  of  over  three  months, 
there  is  likely  to  be  an  effort  made  to  resume 
mining  on  as  large  a  scale  as  possible.  The 
men  do  not  seem  eager,  however,  to  get  back 
to  work  and  instead  of  returning  on  Monday, 
as  was  expected,  they  held  a  convention  at 
Clearfield  on  Tuesday,  delaying  their  return¬ 
ing  until  Wednesday,  when  some  of  the 
mines  got  started.  A  full  return  of  the  men 
may  be  slow,  as  many  are  said  to  be  ,away, 
retarding  the  output. 

The  shipments  of  coal  over  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad  during  May  were  949,474 
tons,  an  increase  over  the  same  month  in 
1905  of  247,299  tons,  and  also  a  gain  over 
March  and  April  of  this  year  of  186,000  and 
198,000  tons  respectively.  For  the  eleven 
months  ending  May  thirty-first  the  coal  ton¬ 
nage  amounted  to  8,544,747  tons,  an  increase 
over  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year  of  1,385,832  tons.  The  coke  shipments 
were  441,063  tons,  a  gain  of  153,596  tons  over 
last  year,  making  the  total  amount  of  coal 
and  coke  shipped  in  eleven  months  8,985,810 
tons,  an  increase  of  1,539,382. 

The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports 
that  the  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past 
month  and  since  January  first  this  year  have 
been.  Anthracite,  190,089  tons  and  785,970 
tons,  as  compared  with  190,053  tons  and  988,- 
567  tons  last  year,  respectively,  a  decrease 
of  202,597  tons;  bituminous,  220,269  tons  and 
1,504,028  tons,  as  against  292,573  tons  and 
1,391,376  tons  in  1905,  respectively,  an  increase 
of  112,652  tons.  Receipts  of  provincial  soft 
coal  to  July  first  were  303,679  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  314,189  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  a  decrease  of  10,511  tons. 

No  statement  was  given  out  following  the 
meeting  last  week  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  Co. 
as  to  a  possible  dividend  on  the  common 
stock,  although  this  can  not  be  paid  until 
the  preferred  has  received  seven  per  cent. 
The  common  stock  has  paid  no  dividend  since 
1904,  but  the  road  has  done  so  well  during 
the  first  six  months  of  1906  that  there  is  ex¬ 
pectation  that  the  dividend  may  be  resumed. 
To  the  end  of  June  coal  shipments  increased 
154,994  tons,  or  nearly  twenty  per  cent,  and 
the  indications  point  to  a  greater  increase 
during  the  remaining  half  of  the  year. 

S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales 
of  the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York, 
returned  on  Monday  of  this  week,  after  spend¬ 
ing  three  weeks  at  Metapedia,  Quebec,  fish¬ 
ing  salmon  in  the  Restigouche.  Mr.  Elkins 
was  the  guest  of  R.  W.  Goelet,  of  New  York, 
making  headquarters  at  his  camp  while  there. 
His  trip  was  a  most  successful  one  and 
greatly  enjoyed,  as  there  is  no  sport  more 
clear  to  the  heart  of  a  fisherman  than  to  catch 
a  ten  or  fifteen  pounder,  it  requiring  the 
greatest  skill  to  get  them  under  control  and 
then  to  land  them.  Fie  took  as  many  as 
seven  in  a  day,  with  a  total  catch  of  forty- 


six,  the  largest  one  weighing  thirty-five 
pounds.  'J'here  was  enough  for  all  his  friends, 
who  were  generously  provided  for,  and  it 
was  a  nicest  delectable  offering. 

Papers  were  signed  in  Scranton,  Pa.,  last 
week  preparatory  to  taking  an  appeal  in  the 
noted  Shaleen  miners’  certificate  case  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  Slates.  The 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  is  the  real  appellant. 
In  an  effort  to  prcjve  the  validity  of  the  cer¬ 
tificate  act  it  has  been  successfully  defended 
in  the  local  siipericjr  and  supreme  courts  of 
that  state.  In  the  superior  court,  however, 
the  comiiany  obtained  a  ruling  which  upheld 
the  law  cmly  in  part,  and  that  the  section 
recpiiring  a  two  years’  apprenticeship  in  the 
mines  of  Pennsylvania  was  void,  being  in 
contravention  with  the  cejnstitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  that  it  made  a  discriniina- 
tiem  against  other  states.  The  supreme  court 
reversed  the  decisiem  of  the  superior  court 
and  upheld  that  of  the  local  court,  in  that  all 
the  provisiems  of  the  law  are  valid. 

There  was  some  apprehension  by  members 
of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  when  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  Bell  took  action  last  week 
against  members  of  the  ice  exchange  of  that 
city,  on  the  charge  that  it  had  restrained 
trade  by  advancing  the  price  on  ice,  which 
appeared  as  if  it  might  affect  their  organiza¬ 
tion  similarly,  but  on  a  delegation  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  Counsel  J.  G.  John¬ 
son  their  minds  were  relieved  by  his  opinion, 
that  the  members  of  the  exchange  kept  with¬ 
in  their  legal  rights  when  they  recommended 
advancing  the  price  of  coal  five  cents  a  ton, 
in  addition  to  the  monthly  advance  of  ten 
cents,  effective  June  first,  because  of  specific 
reasons.  Mr.  Johnson  held  that  as  the  reso¬ 
lution  did  not  require  the  members  of  the 
exchange  to  comply  with  its  action,  no  trust 
was  formed,  nor  was  any  restraint  put  upon 
retail  trade. 

Officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co. 
have  completed  their  vacation  schedule,  and 
from  now  until  September  fifteenth  next  two 
or  more  of  the  executive  officers  will  be  ab¬ 
sent  continually.  President  Cassatt  is  at  Bar 
Harbor,  Maine,  where  he  and  his  family  will 
rest  until  the  latter  part  of  September.  His 
horses  and  servants  have  already  started  for 
the  summer  retreat.  John  P.  Green,  first  vice- 
president,  has  gone  to  Europe  to  stay  two 
months.  Second  Vice-President  Charles  E. 
Pugh  has  taken  his  family  to  Bass  Rocks. 
Mass.  Mr.  Pugh  will  make  fretiuent  short 
visits  to  Bass  Rock  until  August  first,  when 
he  will  begin  a  month’s  rest.  Fourth  Vice- 
President  Thayer  will  go  to  some  secluded 
part  of  New  England  within  the  next  ten  days 
with  his  family.  Later  on  Third  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Rea  and  Fifth  Vice-President  Tatnall 
wil  take  their  vacations. 

The  department  of  labor  and  commerce 
report  the  export  of  coal  and  coke  from  the 
United  States  for  the  five  months  of  the 
present  year  ending  May  thirtj'-first.  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  in  1905,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Anthracite,  644,888  tons,  a  decrease  of 
269,671  tons;  bituminous,  2,709,699  tons,  an 
increase  of  238,409  tons;  coke,  306,490  tons, 
an  increase  of  64,242  tons.  Canada,  the  larg¬ 
est  user  of  our  coal,  took  2.314.882  tons 
(anthracite  626,583  tons,  a  decrease  of  270,485 
tons,  and  bituminous  1,688.299  tons,  an  increase 
of  212,457  tons),  a  decrease  of  58,028  tons. 
The  other  exports  of  coal  are  chiefly  to 
Mexico,  Cuba  and  other  West  Indies.  Mexico 
also  takes  most  of  the  coke.  The  imports 
into  the  United  States  of  coal  and  coke  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  five  months  aggregated  an 
amount  of  908.139  tons,  this  including  50,053 
tons  of  coke,  coming  mostly  from  British  Co¬ 
lumbia  for  the  Pacific  coast  trade,  showing 
an  increase  on  total  receipts  of  253,932  tons. 
Canada  supplied  695,920  tons,  an  increase  of 
144,815  tons;  Great  Britain,  66,461  tons,  an 
increase  of  45.941  tons;  .\ustralia,  80,108  tons, 
an  increase  of  30,318  tons;  Japan  fell  off  21,- 
145  tons  from  :?2.641  tons  for  the  five  months 
last  year. 
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Western  Retail  Alotes. 

The  retail  coal  and  lumber  business  of  Shaw 
&  Bates,  Dixon,  III,  has  been  purchased  by 
Jones  &  Berrv  of  that  city.  The  new  company 
has  already  taken  possession  of  the  property  and 
business. 

The  Wabash  Valley  Coal  Pocket  Co.,  has  been 
incorporated  at  Lafayette,  Ind.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  directors  of  the  company 
are  Richard  E.  Sample,  Thomas  Bauer  and 
William  C.  Bruggman. 

Harry  E.  Stanbery,  of  Stanbery  &  Stanbery, 
retail  coal  dealers  at  Mason  City,  Iowa,  has  sold 
his  interest  in  the  business  to  his  brother,  T.  P. 
Stanbery,  who  takes  immediate  possession  and 
will  continue  the  business  alone. 

Mrs.  Phoebe  Disbrow,  of  Delaven,  Ill.,  has  sold 
her  retail  coal  and  wood  business  at  that  city  to 
S.  M.  Donley  and  W.  J.  Culbertson.  She  is  also 
making  arrangements  to  dispose  of  her  residence 
property,  after  which  she  will  reside  at  Blooming¬ 
ton,  Ill. 

After  being  in  the  retail  coal  and  wood  busi¬ 
ness  for  twenty-seven  years  at  Lima,  Ohio, 

A.  Harsh  has  established  the  A.  Harsh  Coal  & 
Supply  Co.,  at  Richmond,  Ind.  The  yard  of  the 
new  company  adjoins  the  Chicago,  Cincinnati  & 
Louisville  railroad  and  has  commodious  ship¬ 
ping  facilities.  When  completed  it  will  be  in¬ 
stalled  with  all  the  improved  and  modern  con¬ 
veniences  known  to  the  business. 

The  report  of  Referee  George  C.  Johnson,  just 
filed  in  the  common  pleas  court,  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  shows  how  far  the  People’s  Coal  Co.,  of 
Cleveland,  fell  short  of  its  mark  to  furnish  stock 
subscribers  cheaper  coal  during  the  strike  of  three 
years  ago.  The  referee  reported  that  the  capital¬ 
ization  was  $100,000,  the  debts  $7,402  and  the  as¬ 
sets  $5.  The  promoters,  P.  H.  Gifford,  president; 

B.  F.  Rice,  secretary,  and  O.  T.  Emerich,  treas- 
iirer,  owned  a  mine  lease  worth,  according  to  the 
report,  $100,  and  they  sold  it  to  the  company  for 
$10,000.  Payment,  he  says,  was  taken  in  stock. 
Johnson,  who  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Johnson  &  Dunlap,  says  he  thinks  about  $7,000 
can  be  collected  from  the  stockholders  to  pay  the 
debts.  He  recommends  an  assessment  of  100  per 
cent.  Johnson  has  been  acting  as  referee  for  over 
a  year.  This  proceeding  was  brought  about 
through  nonpayment  of  attorney’s  fees  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  incorporation.  The  idea  of  the 
company  was  to  furnish  bituminous^  coal  at  a 
much  lower  figure  than  prevailed  during  the  an¬ 
thracite  strike  of  1903.  Many  people  subscribed 
for  one  dollar’s  worth  of  stock,  the  bargain  being 
that  coal  was  to  be  furnished  to  all  subsciibers 
at  cost. 

Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

The  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of 
Allentown,  Pa.,  at  a  meeting  held  a  few  days  ago, 
decided  to  adhere  in  the  future  to  a  strictly  cash 
basis  in  selling  coal. 

The  building  of  the  United  Gas  &  Coke  Co., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  a 
few  days  ago.  The  loss  to  the  company  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  $40,000.  The  building,  which  was  used 
for  bunkering  and  crushing  purposes,  was  an 
eight-story  structure. 

The  King  Coal  Co.,  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  is  erect¬ 
ing  a  new  coal  chute  at  its  yard  near  the  West 
Shore  depot,  which  when  completed  will  prove  to 
be  a  great  time  and  labor  saver.  The  chute  'will 
be  fitted  with  modern  hoisting  machinery  for  ele¬ 
vating  the  coal  from  the  pit  where  it  is  unloaded 
from  the  cars. 

A  bold  swindling  scheme  is  reported  from  Buf¬ 
falo,  N.  Y.  A  smooth-spoken,  well-dressed  man 
called  at  the  home  of  Henry  Miller,  of  No.  202 
Grote  street,  and  told  Mrs.  Miller  that  hei  hus- 
band  had  told  him  to  call  and  ascertain  how 
many  tons  of  coal  she  wanted  and  he  was  to  send 
the  coal.  He  also  told  her  that  Mr.  Miller  had 
said  that  she  would  pay  for  the  coal  in  advance 
and  thus  get  the  benefit  of  a  cheaper  rate 
was  allowed  for  cash  payments,  whereupon  Mrs. 
Miller  gave  the  man  $20. 

Robert  S.  Inch,  superintendent  of  the  Curtis- 
Blaisdell  Coal  Co.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y  died  a  few 
days  ago  at  his  home  in  that  city.  A  few  months 
ago  Mr.  Inch  was  operated  on  for  the  removal 
of  his  tongue,  but  members  of  his  family  say  this 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  cause  of  his  deatli. 


Mr.  Inch  was  fifty-five  years  of  age  and  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 

It  is  often  difficult  to  convince  the  public  that 
the  gross  weight  for  which  the  retailer  has  to  pay 
is  far  greater  than  the  net  weight  which  he  can 
deliver  to  the  consumers.  It  has  required  a  law 
suit  in  Massachusetts  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Adams  Co-operative  Association  against  the  for¬ 
mer  manager  of  its  coal  department,  Peter  Wil¬ 
liamson,  who  was  accused  of  grand  larceny  in 
the  alleged  stealing  of  4.')0  tons  of  coal.  All  the 
testimony  was  in  the  nature  of  figures  from  books 
and  by  experts  to  show,  on  the  side  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  that  there  was  a  shortage  in  the  associa¬ 
tion  coal,  and  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Williamson,  to 
show  that  if  there  was  a  shortage  it  was  but  the 
natural  one  due  to  the  shrinkage  m  coal  from  the 
time  it  leaves  the  mines  until  it  is  sold,  and  that 
the  methods  of  the  prosecution  in  measuring  its 
coal  were  unreliable  and  unfair.  A  number  of 
local  coal  dealers  were  put  on  the  stand  in  behalf 
of  the  defense  to  testify  that  there  was  at 
least  a  shrinkage  of  ten  per  cent  in  the  handling 
of  coal  and  that  it  was  unfair  to  charge  up  against 
Mr.  Williamson  the  mine  weight  of  the  coal  and 
ask  that  his  figures  show  that  he  sold  the  very 
same  weight  of  coal  or  had  on  hand  enough 
to  balance  those  figures.  After  three  days’  hear¬ 
ing  of  evidence,  the  judge  dismissed  the  case,  giv¬ 
ing  a  complete  vindication  of  Mr.  Williamson. 

The  W.  C.  Mason  Coal  Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
has  given  the  Aberthaw  Construction  Co.,  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  solid  con¬ 
crete  pocket,  reinforced  throughout  with  twisted 
steel  rods.  It  is  the  onlv  structure  of  its  kind 
in  New  England.  There  have  been  other  con¬ 
crete  coal  receptacles,  but  they  have  all  rested  on 
a  solid  foundation.  This  pocket  is  elevated,  be¬ 
ing  supported  on  concrete  pillars.  The  floor  is 
nearly  seventeen  feet  above  the  ground,  giving 
ample  room  for  coal  teams  to  drive  underneath 
to  the  numerous  coal  chutes.  The  engineer  of 
the  building  is  Adolph  Suck,  also  of  Boston,  who 
is  a  specialist  in  this  type  of  work.  He  believes 
that  concrete  is  I'etter  for  the  purpose  than  wood 
and  it  is  claimed  that  a  solid  concrete  pocket  is 
fully  as  cheap  as  a  wood  one.  The  structure  is 
to  be  divided  into  two  apartments,  one  for  an¬ 
thracite,  with  the  dimensions  170  by  ninety-seven 
feet,  and  a  smaller  one  for  bituminous  coal,  six- 
ty-two  by  fifty-eight  feet.  Each  apartment  will 
b*e  split  up  into  numerous  smaller  divisions,  to 
provide  for  the  separation  of  coal  of  various  sizes. 
■\n  enormous  amount  of  coal  can  be  stored  here, 
as  the  walls  will  be  twenty-five  feet  high.  Above 
this  will  be  a  wooden  housing,  on  which  will  be 
a  track  for  the  coal  cars.  To  support  the  weight 
of  the  coal,  below  the  floor,  which  is  five  inches 
thick,  are  solid  concrete  girders,  thirty-five  inches 
thick.  These  rest  on  sixty-eight  concrete  columns, 
reinforced  with  steel.  The  foundations  of  the 
columns  are  ten  feet  below  the  ground,  and  are 
all  connected,  in  order  to  equalize  the  weight 
of  the  building. 

In  response  to  the  question  that  has  been  raised 
as  to  whether  the  coal  dealers  of  Philadelphia  are 
not  as  guilty  as  the  ice  men  of  conspiring  to 
raise  prices  in  that  city,  members  of  the  Coal  Ex¬ 
change  are  positive  in  their  denial  that  any  agree¬ 
ment  for  the  raising  of  prices  exists  among  them 
and  they  point  out  that  the  arbitrary  advance  of 
five  cents  a  ton  over  the  scheduled  price  for  June 
was  entirely  optional  with  the  individual  dealers. 
George  W.  Edmonds,  a  director  of  the  Coal  Ex¬ 
change,  asserts  that  there  is  no  local  coal  trust, 
and  in  discussing  the  five-cent  advance  that  has 
been  added  to  the  regular  listed  ten-cent  rise  of 
coal  per  ton  for  June  he  .says;  “We  have  done 
nothing  that  can  be  considered  in  the  least  de- 
gree  an  infraction  of  any  law.  Unlike  the  ice 
trust,  which  is  not  a  chartered  organization,  the 
Coal  Exchange  has  its  regular  meetings,  at  which 
the  question  of  prices  often  comes  up.  But  it  is 
only  for  discussion  on  the  floor,  and  under  the 
rules  and  the  charter  of  the  exchange  can  not  be 
acted  upon  officially.  In  advancing  the  price  fif¬ 
teen  cents  on  June  first  instead  of  ten  cents, 
which  is  the  regular  advance  at  that  period, 
it  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  month 
early  on  a  price  that  would  naturally  follow  so 
that  the  dealers  could  recoup  a  part  nt  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  suspension  of  work  by  the  miners 
carlv  in  the  year.  But  in  making  this  advance  the 
mbmbers  of  the  exchange  only  .suggested  such 
a  move,  leaving  the  carrying  out  of  it  optional 
with  the  individual  dealer.”  As  to  the  legal  as¬ 


pect  of  the  action  of  the  Coal  Exchange  in  making 
such  a  ‘‘recommendation”  Mr.  Edmonds  sa\s 
that  before  the  suggestion  was  made  and  earned 
out  by  many  of  the  coal  men,  opinions  were  se¬ 
cured  from  Alexander  Simpson  Jr.,  and  other  at¬ 
torneys  as  to  just  how  far  the  exchange  could  go. 

Mr  Edmonds  says  further  that  as  there  are  2(.() 
coal  dealers  in  the  city  who  own  railroad  sidings 
it  is  practically  impossible  for  the  Coal  Exchange 
to  control  the  coal  output  and  prices  of  the  city. 

When  the  school  board  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  award¬ 
ed  the  contract  for  supplying  th^  schools  with  coal 
for  the  year,  it  disregarded  the  proposal  of  W  11. 
Blight,  of  Elmira,  the  lowest  offered.  The  school 
board  gave  the  contract  to  the  Utica  ^^^l  &  Stor 
age  Co.,  a  local  firm,  at  the  figure  of  $o.70  for 
egg  stove  and  chestnut.  Mr.  Blight  s  bid  was 
$.5. .54.  or  sixteen  cents  less.  On  the  2.;)00  tons 
comprising  the  amount  to  be  supplied  to  the 
schools  by  the  contract,  this  difference  of  sixt^ee,, 
cents  a  ton  means  an  aggregate  difference  of  $400 
to  the  city,  yet  for  some  reason  the  ’’oard  over¬ 
looked  the  discrepancy  in  the  figures.  Mr.  Bligl 
has  been  advised  that  his  bid  ^as  the  lovvest  the 
board  had  received  and  so  went  to  Utica  to  ar 
range,  as  he  supposed,  for  the  completion  of  the 
deal.  On  his  arrival  he  was  much  disconcerted 
to  find  that  the  contract  had  gone  to  a  higher 
bidder  and  expressed  considerable  indignation 
and  warmth  in  talking  about  the  throw  dovvn 
-ic:  he  termed  it  1  represent  one  of  the  largest 
clal  companies  in  Pennsylvania,”  he  said,  ‘^nd 
our  proposal  was  as  sincere  as  it  could  have  been 
l  adr  We  have  received  the  contracts  for  fur- 
nislling  the  coal  supplies  of  the  cities  of  Osweeo 
nnd  Oneida  and  were  eager  tor  a  chance  Jo  get 

corcC’with  VhT%edfie^l’'VVurrement  of  the 

'T  wo..I,l  aot  he  ,m,cl,  a»rnr,se,l  ,f  1 

should  give  them  a  fight  on  it  vet. 

Southern  Retail  Notes 

Taaiin  N  Smithson,  Jonesboro,  Ala.,  has  pur- 

City  Miss.,  died  recently  at  his  home  ”  ^hat 
citv^’of  heart  failure.  He  was  jg 

Hrge  circle  of  friends,  and  is  survived  by  his 

son. 

w  B  Wallace,  for  the  last  fifteen  years  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  coal  and  lumber 
Huntsville  Ala.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at 
home  in  that  city.  He  was  sixty  years  of  age, 
and  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  two  sons. 

The  Williamsburg  Fuel  &  Feed  Co  has  been 
incorporated  at  Williamsburg,  \  a.,  with  a  capi  c 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  company  will  ^^al  in 

coal,  wood,  lumber,  oil  etc  and  is  -ncorporated 

by  N.  L.  Henley,  H.  F.  Wynkoop  and  John  M. 
Henderson. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Brookside  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Troy  Ill ,  by  Fred  Campbell,  Peter  G^eiyes 
and  Grant  Elliott.  'I'he  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $2,500. 

The  Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Marion,  111.,  with  a  capital  stoc  ' 
of  $5,000.  The  incorporators  are  A.  K.  t-uis, 
W.  O.  Potter  and  E.  E.  Denison. 

The  Smoky  Hollow  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Avery,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $150,000.  'I  he  incorporators  of  the  companv 
arc  J.  Z.  Evans.  Felix  Hynes.  P.  H.  Hynes  and 
John  C.  Tegnell. 

new  coal  company  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$200,000,  composed  aitirdy  of  Colorado  men 
lias  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of  develop- 
iug  coal  lands  in  the  western  part  ot  New 
Mexico.  Extensive  improvements  are  planncil 
by  the  company  and  it  will  i>e  necessary  to  build 
a  railroad  for  a  distance  of  nearly  125  miles  to 
reach  the  property.  The  name  of  the  company 
is  the  New  Mexico  Fuel  &  Supply  Co.  Officers 
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of  the  coin])ajiy  are  T.  D.  Baird,  of  WalsenburK. 
president;  James  Autry,  Walsenlnirg,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  W.  N.  Hauser,  Walscnburg,  treasurer; 
G.  II.  Marsh,  Trinidad,  secretary;  Geo.  Furgh, 
Walsenburg,  manager. 

Tlie  Tulsa  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  with  ample  capital  back  of  it  to  develop 
mines  at  Dawson  and  Mohawk,  Indian  'terri¬ 
tory,  the  former  on  the  Frisco,  tlic  latter  on  the 
Santa  F'e.  The  company  is  installing  the  latest 
designs  of  hoists,  air  drills  and  trains  as  well  as 
other  machinery  for  the  expediting  of  mining  and 
shipping  coal.  T.  J.  Sullivan  is  local  manager. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Middletown  Coal  Co., 
Middletown,  Ill.,  has  been  increased  from  $30,000 
to  $100,000. 

'I'lic  capital  stock  of  the  Welschlag  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Coal  Co.,  Peoria,  Ill.,  has  been  increased 
from  $14,000  to  $24,000. 

Ur.  J.  K.  Smith,  of  Charleroi,  Ohio,  and  H.  R. 
Holland,  a  Californian,  have  closed  a  deal  at 
thirty  dollars  an  acre  for  ,5,000  acres  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  No.  8  coal  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio. 

A  very  rich  vein  of  coal  is  reported  as  being 
struck  by  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  of  Saginaw, 
Mich.,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Flint  river.  'I'he 
vein  is  said  to  be  six  feet  thick  and  of  unusually 
fine  quality. 

The  Fort  Smith  &  Western  railroad  has  just 
completed  100  new  coke  ovens  at  its  McCurtain, 
I.  T.,  mines,  making  a  total  now  of  210  ovens. 
'Hie  company  is  putting  out  a  large  quantity 
of  coke,  the  most  of  which  is  being  marketed 
in  Kansas  City  and  Omaha. 

Fire  has  been  burning  for  some  time  in  the 
Wolverine  coalmine,  near  Bay  City,  Mich.,  and 
the  mine  has  not  been  reopened  with  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  work  by  the  miners  under  the  new 
agreement.  It  is  said  the  fire  started  in  a  pile 
of  coal  which  had  not  been  sent  to  the  surface, 
owing  to  a  large  amount  of  sulphur  which  had 
been  found  pocketed  in  it.  The  bulkheads  and 
doors  were  firmly  battened  down  and  it  is  the 
intention  to  smother  the  fire,  as  a  considerable 
area  of  coal  is  believed  to  be  smoldering. 

“Short  Weights”  was  the  chief  subject  of  dis¬ 
cussion  at  the  recent  convention  of  the  Mid- 
State  Goal  Dealers’  Association  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  Kansas  has  the  best  of  Missouri  in  the 
matter  of  protection  from  losses  of  coal  from 
cars  in  transit  by  railroads.  The  Kansans  have 
a  statute  which  compels  weighing  at  both  the 
mines  and  at  the  point  of  destination.  And  the 
railroad  is  made  responsible  as  a  common  car¬ 
rier.  That  is  just  what  the  Missouri  coal  deal¬ 
ers  want  and  the  convention  voted  to  aid  in 
making  a  fight  for  an  identical  bill  in  Mis¬ 
souri.  'File  convention  was  well  attended  and 
enthusiastic.  'I'he  name  of  the  association  was 
changed,  so  that  it  will  hereafter  be  known  as  the 
Missouri-Kansas  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 
The  officers  of  the  association  elected  for  the 
coming  year  are:  W.  W.  Cleveland,  Lawrence, 
Kas.,  president;  H.  A.  Starkweather,  Clay  Cen¬ 
ter,  Mo.,  vice-president;  and  H.  Nesbit,  Atchi¬ 
son,  Kas.,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  next 
convention  will  be  held  in  Kansas  City. 

Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Bellevue  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Dover,  Del.,  with  a  $200,000  capital  stock,  to 
buy  and  sell  coal,  and  its  kindred  products.  The 
incorporators  are  all  of  Scranton,  Pa. 

The  Oneonta  &  Tepic  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Oneonta,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $.5,000.  'Fhe  incorporators  are  M.  L. 
Keyes,  H.  P.  Keyes  and  Henry  Shaver,  all  of  that 
city. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  American  Coal  Chute  Co.,  Wiedeinnayer’s 
Park,  N.  Y.  'I'he  authorized  capital  stock  is 
$20,000,  with  $1,000  paid  in  by  the  incorporators, 
John  Manger,  Clemens  Schuster  and  Caroline 
Schuster. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

'Fhe  old  Silver  Brook  Colliery  at  Hazelton, 
Pa.,  which  was  operated  by  Wentz  &  Co.  until 
recently,  is  to  be  reopened. 

The  United  States  collector  of  customs  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  reports  the  total  coal  tonnage 


handled  at  that  port  via  the  Erie  canal  during 
the  month  of  June  to  have  been:  Anthracite, 
tons;  bituminous,  1,970  tons. 

II.  J.  'Fhompson  and  J.  H.  Rochester,  of  Ma¬ 
rion  Center,  Pa.,  who  have  been  prospecting  for 
coal  on  their  land  near  Savan,  are  highly  elated 
at  finding  the  land  underlaid  with  three  veins  of 
coal.  'Fhe  coal  struck  is  of  the  F'reeport  vein, 
the  C  vein  and  the  B  vein,  and  will  he  worked 
by  drifting. 

h'.  P.  Jones,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  manager  of 
the  Moore’s  Run  Coal  Co.,  has  concluded  a  deal 
whereby  he  comes  into  possession  of  one-half  in¬ 
terest  in  the  property  of  the  Lewis  Coal  Co.,  with 
mines  and  offices  at  Rayland,  Ohio,  on  the  line 
of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Ifrie  Railroad.  Fhe  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  deal  has  not  been  made  public. 

Three  men  were  killed  in  an  explosion  of  gas 
in  the  mines  of  the  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at 
Keystone,  Pa.  'Fhe  men  were  passing  through  a 
deserted  entry,  and  it  is  thought  the  gas  was  ig¬ 
nited  from  their  lamps.  'Fhe  force  of  the  ex¬ 
plosion  was  terrific  and  a  number  of  other  men 
in  other  parts  of  the  mine  were  severely  injured. 

'Fhe  drill  hole  sunk  at  Upper  Newkirk  by  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has 
proved  the  most  successful  of  any  of  the  dozen 
or  more  holes  sunk  in  the  vicinity  of  Newkirk, 
Reevesdale  and  Buckville,  Pa.  The  hole  at  Upper 
Newkirk  is  only  down  three  hundred  feet  and 
already  an  eight-foot  vein  of  the  best  possible 
coal  has  been  found,  with  a  top  of  very  hard  ma¬ 
terial.  I 

The  National  colliery  of  the  Delaware,  Lack¬ 
awanna  &  Western  Co.  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  has 
been  shut  down  for  the  purpose  of  thoroughly 
overhauling  the  breaker  and  shaft.  When  all  im¬ 
provements  are  made  the  breaker  will  be  prac¬ 
tically  new,  and  it  is  thought  the  capacity  of 
the  colliery  will  be  nearly  doubled.  About  five 
hundred  men  and  boys  will  be  idle  while  the 
work  of  reconstruction  is  going  on. 

It  is  reported  that  a  plan  is  under  way  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  Pennsylvania  road  from  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa., 
to  a  connection  with  the  line  between  Shenandoah 
and  Pottsville.  If  so,  the  branch  would  touch 
Centralia,  Girardville  and  Mahanoy  Plane.  Such 
a  move  would  shorten  the  route  from  Williams¬ 
port  to  Philadelphia  and  would  put  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  in  line  for  a  large  amount  of  coal  region 
business  that  is  now  handled  by  the  Reading. 

The  Hinsch  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  is  reported  to  have  purchased  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  Norfolk  &  W^estern  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
including  mines  of  the  Borderland  Coal  Co.  m 
Mingo  county,  the  Williamson  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
at  Williamson,  and  the  Mate  Creek  Coal  Co., 
at  Mateawan,  all  in  West  'Virginia.  'Fhe  mines 
have  a  daily  capacity  of  about  thirty  cars.  It  is 
understood  the  purchase  involves  an  approximate 
consideration  of  $100,000. 

Papers  were  filed  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  on  July 
sixth,  by  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  whereby  the 
Union  Trust  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  is  made  trustee 
for  all  the  properties  acquired  during  the  past 
two  years.  This  includes  vast  coal  acreage  in 
Allegheny,  Fayette,  Westmoreland  and  Washing¬ 
ton  counties.  The  action  was  taken  at  the  in¬ 
stance  of  the  trust  company  to  further  secure  the 
issue  of  $25,000,000  first  mortgage  fifty-year  five 
per  cent  sinking  fund  gold  bonds. 

The  Thistle  Coal  Co.,  operating  on  Cabin  Creek, 
in  West  "Virginia,  refused  to  pay  a  leasehold  tax 
of  $5,000.  Sheriff  Melton  was  about  to  levy  on 
the  property  July  sixth  for  sale  when  an  appeal 
was  made  to  Judge  Dayton,  who  granted  an  in¬ 
junction.  A  new  question  was  raised,  alleging 
the  leasehold  tax  to  be  invalid  under  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  the  United  States.  'Fhe  case  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  carried  to  the  United  States  supreme  court 
as  it  involves  a  question  of  great  importance  to 
many  large  operations. 

The  coke  bunker  of  the  Camden  Coke  Co.,  Cam¬ 
den,  N.  J.,  which  is  controlled  by  the  Public  Ser¬ 
vice  Corporation,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  July 
sixth  entailing  a  loss  of  $25,000  on  the  structure. 
The  damage  to  the  machinery  and  the  loss  on  the 
stored  coke,  which  burned  for  hours,  was  proba¬ 
bly  as  much  more.  1  he  bunker  was  built  on  a 
pile  pier  extending  sixty  feet  into  the  Delaware 
river  at  the  foot  of  Chestnut  street.  It  was  of 
frame  construction,  four  stories  in  height,  and 


contained  valuable  electrical  machinery  which 
operated  the  coke  separators  and  screens. 

A  deal  has  just  been  consummated  at  New 
York  for  the  sale  to  the  Vinton  Colliery  Co.  of 
the  5,000  acres  of  coal  land  owned  by  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  in  Cambria  county,  Pa. 
'Fhe  negotiations  have  been  under  way  for  some 
time  and  their  consummation  means  the  end  of 
the  Lackawanna’s  attempt  to  secure  coking  coal 
in  the  Cambria  side  of  the  Blacklick  region.  The 
consideration  is  given  as  $251,8.50.  'Fhe  Lacka¬ 
wanna  company  still  retains  about  15.000  acres 
of  coal  in  Cambria  county,  but  how  long  the  land 
will  he  retained  is  not  known. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

Nancy  Asher  and  A.  J.  Baker  have  leased  the 
property  of  the  Home  Coal  Co.,  near  Middlesboro, 
Ky.,  and  in  the  near  future  will  organize  a  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Crystal  F'alls  Coal  Co.,  of  Dallas,  'Fexas, 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000.  'Fhe  incorporators  are  G.  R.  Scruggs. 
R.  S.  Price,  L.  S.  Dabney  and  J.  S.  Scruggs,  all 
of  Dallas. 

'Fhe  Paris  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Little  Rock,  .4rk.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000, 
$11,000  of  which  is  subscribed.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  Joseph  Pendleton,  Martin  Theurer  and 
Anthony  HalF 

The  Smith  Coal  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$15,000,  has  been  organized  at  Birmingham.  Ala., 
to  deal  in  coal  and  mineral  lands.  The  officers 
and  directors  of  the  company  are  H.  W'.  Coffin, 
president;  John  E.  Morris,  vice-president,  and 
J.  D.  Harris,  secretar}'. 

'Fhe  Franklin  Coal  Co.,  Denning,  Tenn.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
'Fhe  incorporators  are  J.  D.  Crockett,  Will 
Cheek,  J.  Honig,  Fred  Randle,  J.  L.  Jacobs, 
H.  L.  Schriver,  S.  L.  Hodges,  J.  E.  Edwards, 
J.  E.  Vann,  A.  J.  Edwards  and  C.  A.  Archer. 

The  Nebo  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$225,000.  The  incorporators  and  their  holdings 
are  as  follows :  J.  C.  Davidson,  372  shares ; 
Frank  Fehr,  180  shares;  K.  Fehr,  144  shares; 
Henry  Kauffman,  258  shares;  Albert  Latta,  180 
shares,  and  Ben  Strauss,  112  shares. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Greenwood  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.,  which 
operates  mines  at  Greenwood.  .Ark.,  has  opened 
an  office  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  This  city  will  be 
made  one  of  the  chief  distributing  centers  of 
the  company. 

The  Coalport  Coal  Co.,  Coalport,  Ky.,  has  now 
begun  shipping  coal  from  its  new  plant  at  that 
city,  and  several  hundred  men  have  been  given 
employment  in  the  mines.  The  plant  is  located 
six  miles  from  Barbourville,  and  was  erected 
at  an  expenditure  of  $25,000. 

The  Green  River  Coal  Co.  is  making  e.xtensive 
improvements  to  its  mining  properties  at  Spotts- 
ville,  Ky.  B.  Hubbard,  general  manager  of  the 
company,  states  that  the  expenditures  will 
amount  to  over  $30,000,  and  the  improvements 
will  quadruple  the  output  of  the  mines. 

The  largest  verdict  which  has  been  rendered 
in  Jasper,  Ala.,  courts  for  some  time  was  in 
the  case  of  D.  Rivers  vs.  the  Blue  Coal  Co.. 
Jasper,  which  was  up  for  trial  recently.  Rivers, 
who  is  a  miner,  brought  suit  for  $30,000  per¬ 
sonal  injuries  against  the  coal  company.  The 
case  was  submitted  to  the  jury,  which  assessed 
the  amount  of  damage  $7,500.  The  injurj-  re¬ 
ceived  was  a  bad  fracture  of  the  leg. 

According  to  a  report  from  Houston.  Tex., 
if  tests  which  are  to  be  made  with  .Arkansas 
coal  prove  to  be  satisfactory  it  is  highly  prob¬ 
able  that  the  Sunset-Central-East  and  West  lines 
will  hereafter  burn  .Arkansas  coal  instead  of 
Indian  territory  coal,  as  heretofore.  Purchas¬ 
ing  Agent  R.  S.  Stephens,  of  the  Sunset  and 
allied  lines  is  authority  for  the  statemejit  that  a 
carload  of  Arkansas  product  is  now  cn  route  to 
Houston  and  that  if  it  measures  up  to  the  stand¬ 
ards  claimed  by  the  company  sending  it  the 
Sunset’s  next  year’s  contracts  go  to  that  com¬ 
pany.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  desire  to  test 
the  new  quality  of  coal  and  secure  information 
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concerning  it  first  hand,  the  Sunset  coal  con¬ 
tracts  for  this  year  would  have  been  let  July  i- 
After  several  weeks  of  negotiations  a  deal  has 
been  completed  whereby  the  Tennessee  Coal  & 
Iron  Co  again  acquires  control  of  the  Birming¬ 
ham  &  Southern,  a  small  road  connecting  the 
ore  and  coal  properties  of  the  Tennessee  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.  with  its  furnaces.  Branches _  radiate 
to  different  mines,  and  the  total  mileage  is  about 
eighty-eight.  It  owns  twenty-eight  switclnng 
locomotives  and  about  six  himdred  cars.  Ihe 
acquisition  of  the  property,  which  formerly  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  &  Rail¬ 
road  Co.,  is  considered  a  good  stroke  of-  busi¬ 
ness  by  the  new  management.  _  1  he  Louisville  & 
Nashville  and  the  Southern  jointly  bought  it  m 
1899  It  was  afterward  recognized  that  the  car¬ 
rying  of  ore  and  coal  from  the  compajiy  mines, 
eight  and  nine  miles  away  frorn  the  plants,  ought 
to  be  done  by  the  company  itself  and  its  sale 
to  the  two  railroad  systems  was  regretted  as  a 
costly  mistake.  Efforts  were  made  to  have  the 
sale  rescinded  when  the  company  became  more 
prosperous,  but  these  efforts  failed.  The  new 
management  became  more  aggresssive  m  their 
efforts  to  obtain  control  again,  and  intimations 
were  plainly  made  that  unless  a  reasonable  price 
were  agreed  upon  the  various  branches  would 
be  paralleled.  This  brought  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  to  terms  and  a  sale  to  the  old  owners  was 
agreed  upon.  J.  G.  Moore,  president  and  general 
manager,  resigned  and  in  his  place  was  chosen 
John  A.  Topping,  president  of  the  Tennessee 
Coal  &  Iron  Co. 

The  Norfolk  &  Western  Railway’s  cut  in 
freight  rates  to  Norfolk,  Richmond  and  other 


Virginia  points,  mention  of  which  was  made 
in  the  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes  in  The 
Bl.\ck  Diamond  of  July  fourteenth,  is  creating 
a  great  commotion  both  among  coal  men  and 
among  the  business  interests  of  the  cities  af¬ 
fected.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway  has 
made  a  similar  reduction,  which  is  held  to  be 
highly  discriminating  and  unjust  in  its  effect. 
Concerning  new  coal  rate  circular  sent  out  from 
the  general  offices  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railway,  one  of  the  largest  coal  dealers  m 
Virginia  says:  “This  is  anything  but  a  square 
deal.  It  puts  the  entire  steam  coal  business  in 
the  hands  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio.  Ihe 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  discriminating  against  the 
small  manufacturer  and  in  favor  of  the  large 
manufacturer  and  the  matter  will  be  brought 
before  the  state  corporation  commission  and  the 
interstate  commerce  commission  if  necessary. 
Here  is  the  clause  which  does  the  harm :  ‘These 
rates  will  apply  only  to  run-of-mine  steam  coal, 
when  consigned  direct  to  bona  fide  manufactur¬ 
ing  plants  creating  freight  for  shipment  via  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Railway.’  T  his  clause  in 
the  official  circular  cuts  out  the  small  manufac¬ 
turer  who  can  not  afford  to  buy  coal  in  carload 
lots  or  who  can  not  receive  carload  lots  at  his 
manufacturing  plant.  The  man  who  has  to  buy 
thirty  or  forty  tons  of  coal,  or  less,  at  a  time 
and  have  his  coal  hauled  to  him,  is  cut  out  of 
all  benefit  from  these  rates.  This  is  unfair  to 
the  small  manufacturers  who  need  the  most  help. 
The  small  manufacturer  of  Richmond  and  else¬ 
where  can  not  afford  to  compete  with  the  large 
manufacturer  when  the  former  has  to  pay 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  more  than  his  large  com¬ 


petitor,  and  the  result  will  be,  if  the  new  rate 
were  allowed  to  stand,  that  the  small  manufac¬ 
turer  will  be  crushed  out  of  business.”  Another 
large  coal  dealer  in  speaking  of  the  new  rate 
said:  “It  is  an  arbitrary  imposition  on  the 
dealers.  I  can  not  understand  why  and  see  no 
good  grounds  for  the  movement  on  the  part  of 
the  officials  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  for  cut¬ 
ting  out  the  dealers  from  the  benefits  offered  to 
others.  I  do  not  know  what  can  be  done,  how¬ 
ever,  as  corporations  do  pretty  much  as  they 
please.  I  don’t  know  that  anything  can  be 
done.”  Resident  agents  of  other  coal  mines  are 
considerably  alarmed  over  the  new  circular,  as 
the  clause  quoted  will  cut  them  out  of  a  number 
of  their  customers,  and  as  the  first  leader  quoted 
says,  create  a  monopoly  of  the  steam  coal 
ness  in  the  haiifls  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroads.  Circulars 
have  been  sent  out  from  the  general  offices  of  the 
two  roads  notifying  manufacturers  who  ship 
goods  over  them  that  a  special  manufacturer  s 
rate  on  coal  will  he  put  into  effect  at  once.  ^  1  his 
rate  is  intended  to  build  up  manufacturing  indus¬ 
tries  and  bring  new  plants  to  the  lines  of  the 
road.  The  reduction  amounts  to  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  on  New  River  coal  and  fifteen  cents 
a  ton  on  Kanawha  coal.  This  rate,  according 
to  an  official  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  excludes 
coal  dealers  and  manufacturers  who  do  not  ship 
their  products  over  that  road.  The  effect  will 
be  to  cut  out  the  business  of  the  coal  dealers 
and  make  the  manufacturers,  located  on  or  ship¬ 
ping  over  the  railroads  buy  direct  from  the 
mines.  The  new  rates  affect  all  points  along  the 
lines  of  both  roads  east  of  the  mines. 
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Literary  Notes. 

A  happily  timely  feature  for  a  miclsununcr  Iiolhlay 
number  will  be  William  J.  Henderson’s  account  of  '  Tijc 
Catching  of  the  Cod”  in  the  August  Century.  Mr.  Hen¬ 
derson,  the  musical  critic  of  the  Nciv  York  Sun,  has  spent 
many  vacation  days  among  the  New  Kngland  cod  fisher¬ 
men  and  writes  of  life  on  the  banks  from  the  dramatic 
viewpoint  of  the  city  man  and  with  the  sym)mthetic 
touch  of  the  real  lover  of  the  sea — a  life  full  of  fasci¬ 
nation  and  thrilling  exi)eriences,  good  to  read  about  and 
dream  over  on  a  sweltering  midsummer  day. 

MARKKT  INSPECTION. 

Writing  on  the  qu’estion  of  the  uncicanlincss  of  mar¬ 
kets,  and  foods  that  have  been  kept  too  long,  Mary 
Hinman  Abel,  in  The  Delineator  for  August,  says: 

“A  board  of  health  that  is  at  all  emcient  gives  its 
first  attention  to  preventing  the  sale  of  decayed  and 
otherwise  unwholesome  fooX  The  general  public  has 
little  idea  of  the  amount  of  such  food  that  is  seized  and 
destroyed  every  week  in  our  large  cities.  The  last  an¬ 
nual  report  of  the  New  York  City  board  of  health  states 
that  4,000,000  pounds  of  fruit,  1,000,000  pounds  of  meat 
and  7,500,000  pounds  of  other  food  had  been  destroyed 
by  inspectors  auring  the  year. 


“Last  Thanksgiving,  accompanied  as  it  was  by  unsea¬ 
sonably  mild  weather  that  extended  over  the  whole  coun¬ 
try,  gave  the  market  inspector  ample  cmploymerit.  The 
number  of  turkeys  and  other  fowls  to  be  provided  for 
that  one  day  is  enormous,  and  it  goes  without  saying 
that  some  of  them  will  be  killed  many  days  before  and 
transported  long  distances.  If  the  thermometer  hangs 
around  the  freezing  point,  all  goes  well,  but  if  the  feast 
is  ushered  in  by  warm,  damp  weather,  many  a  fowl  that 
lias  seen  better  days  will  be  exposed  for  sale.  At  such 
a  season  even  while  the  sales  are  going  on,  tlic  buyer 
may  see  many  a  barrel  of  turkeys  condemned  and  carried 
away. 

”in  very  few  towns  and  cities  is  the  force  of  market 
inspectors  large  enough  or  intelligent  enough  to  insure 
that  unwholesome  provisions  are  not  sold  and  that  the 
markets  and  provision  stores  arc  kept  as  clean  as  they 
should  be.” 

EKENCH  INVESTMENTS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 

The  time  has  at  last  arrived  when  French  capital 
must  naturally  find  an  outlet  in  the  United  States. 
Trade  between  this  country  and  France  is  rapidly 
increasing.  The  banking  relations  in  the  past  five  years 
have  grown  wonderfully  intimate,  so  that  more  business 
is  now  done  in  twelve  months  than  in  any  five  years 
previous  to  1900.  The  French  believe  in  American  insti¬ 
tutions,  and  they  regard  our  industries  and  corporations 


as  sound  and  permanently  prohtable.  Any  effort  to  float 
American  securities  in  France  meets  at  once  the  handi¬ 
cap  of  heavy  taxes  on  any  foreign  securities  brought  into 
the  country.  These  taxes  are  enormous,  and  can  not 
readily  be  avoided.  Various  expedients  have  been  de¬ 
vised  to  circumvent  them,  but  all  emphasize  the  condition 
which  they  seek  to  avoid.  Yet  even  with  these  barriers 
the  French  find  rates  of  interest  here  high  enough  to 
make  profitable  purchases  of  our  securities. 

They  have  been  buying  quietly  on  a  small  scale  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  The  interest  started  when  a  broader  market 
was  desired  for  New  York  City  revenue  bonds.  These 
the  F'rench  bankers  found  a  profitable  short-time  invest- 
ment.  ^bey  have  taken  millions'  worth  of  them  since 
1902.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  they  bought  $10,000,000 
en  bloc.  '1  hen,  in  the  matter  of  syndicate  participations 
the  French  credit  institutions  have  gradually  increased 
their  subscriptions.  Corporations  that  found  their  usual 
bankers  obstinate  and  not  over  willing  to  lend  except 
for  large  commissions  and  at  high  interest  rates,  have 
gone  to  Paris  bankers  and  secured  accommodations  on 
satisfactory  terms.  Now  the  greatest  of  the  American 
railroads,  having  absorbed  all  that  it  can  from  the  Amer¬ 
ican  money  market,  has  ventured  to  negotiate  a  $50,- 
000,000  loan  in  the  F'rcnch  capital.  This  move  on  the 
part  of  the  I^ennsylvania  is  a  shrewd  one,  and  antici¬ 
pates  other  demands  that  arc  nearly  as  imperative. — From 
“FVance  as  an  Investor,”  by  Charles  F'.  Speare,  in  the 
/American  Monthly  Reiiew  of  Reine-ws,  for  July. 
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ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  vi»  P.  R  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connectijns. 


Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  DiamoncTs  IVant  Columns 

U  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this  course. 
Ihe  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quickly  as  you  can 
tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  can’t  afford  Ihe  slow 

way  when  the  rate  for  want  ads  is  only .  4  Cents  Per  Word 
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Genera.!  Review  of  tKe  Markets* 


Taking  the  country  as  a  whole,  the  prevalent  tone  of  the  coal 
market  is  decidedly  more  satisfactory  than  it  was  at  this  time  a  ^ai 
ao-o.  At  that  time  depression  prevailed  in  almost  every  market,  while 
today  some  branches  of  the  trade  are  so  rushed  with  orders  that  their 
business  is  limited  only  by  ability  to  secure  sufficient  supplies  of 
competent  labor.  Other  fields  and  markets,  while  not  so  well  ott, 
report  a  volume  of  business  satisfactory  for  the  season,  if  not  in 
excess  of  what  could  reasonably  be  expected  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Still  others  report  merely  the  .usual  summer  dullness,  with  revival 
of  activity  expected  to  come  soon.  The  central  west  stands  alone  m 
requiring  the  use  of  superlatives  for  adequate  expression  of  the 
serious  and  even  ominous  conditions  which  prevail. 

The  seaboard  anthracite  market  presents  most  of  the  usual  sum¬ 
mer  features.  It  is  a  normal  warm-weather  market,  except  that  the 
dullness  has  set  in  a  trifle  earlier  than  usual.  This  is  attributed  to 
the  mildness  of  last  winter  leaving  some  surplus  for  summer  use  in 
the  bins  of  many  summer  consumers.  Business,  however,  is  by  no 
means  at  a  standstill.  A  good  volume  of  tonnage  is  moving  and  the 
producing  companies  report  that  all  indications  point  to  fair  trade 

well  into  August.  ^  i 

During  the  more  active  period  following  the  resumption  ot  work 
in  May  the  territory  having  the  best  transportation  facilities  received 
the  bulk  of  the  output.  More  remote  points  and  those  from  which 
the  return  of  cars  is  slow  were  given  little  attention.  This  business 
is  now  being  cleaned  up  and,  together  with  the  regular  contract  busi¬ 
ness,  furnishes  the  chief  market  at  the  present  time,  apart  from  the 
all-rail  trade.  The  activity  in  this  branch  of  the  industry  noted  for 
some  weeks  as  being  surprisingly  strong  for  the  summer  months  con¬ 
tinues  to  maintain  its  strength  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  and  is 
helping  out  very  materially  in  absorbing  the  tonnage  now  produced, 
taking°the  place  of  the  seaboard  trade  by  water,  which  has  fallen  into 
a  state  of  absolute  dullness. 

The  anthracite  trade  to  interior  points  shows  no  signs  of  better¬ 
ment.  Buffalo  reports  very  little  business,  either  locally  or  in  con¬ 
tiguous  American  and  Canadian  territory.  Movement  by  the  lakes 
for  the  last  week  was  held  at  about  the  weekly  average  of  the  past 
month— namely,  fifty  thousand  tons  forwarded  from  the  Buffalo 
docks.  As  demand  is  expected  to  hold  level,  or  decrease  rather  than 
strengthen  during  August,  preparation  is  being  made  for  a  restriction 
of  production,  not  by  a  general  suspension,  but  by  shutting  down  a 
few  mines  at  a  time  and  making  repairs. 

In  the  west,  anthracite  is  in  very  light  demand.  Its  use  at  all 
times  is  by  a  much  more  restricted  class  than  in  the  east,  it  being 
almost  wholly  a  domestic  coal,  and,  at  that,  used  chiefly  by  those  hav¬ 
ing  at  least  a  fair  income.  To  this  class  of  trade  it  is  difficult  to 
make  effective  appeal  until  near  the  close  of  warm  weather,  or  at  the 
best,  when  the  vacation  period  is  over,  about  the  time  when  the  schools 
begin  to  open.  Thus  far  retailers  are  showing  little  inclination  to 
stock  up  in  preparation  for  this  distinctively  autumn  trade. 

Seaboard  Market  for  Bituminous  Coal. 

Midsummer  dullness  tells  the  whole  story  for  the  bituminous 
coal  trade  centering  in  New  York,  whether  viewed  as  a  local  con¬ 
suming  point  or  as  a  great  distributing  center.  Some  business  is  being 
done  in  supplying  coal  on  contracts,  but  much  of  this  is  under 
pressure.  All-rail  trade  to  New  England  shows  the  most  strength, 
although  hampered  by  shortage  of  car  supply.  Prices  average  rather 
low,  but  are  being  firmly  maintained  against  all  attempts  to  depress 
them,  operators  and  wholesalers  declaring  that  the  margin  of  profit 
is  already  low,  and  that  they  will  curtail  production  to  the  point  of 
suspending  operations  rather  than  stand  for  further  reduction  of 
price.  In  this  their  example  may  be  commended  to  the  operators  of 
Illinois. 

The  export  trade  is  showing  up  well,  especially  from  Baltimore, 
which  reports  forty-five  thousand  tons  already  exported  during  July, 
with  enough  additiona  charters  announced  to  assure  a  record-breaking 


total  at  the  end  of  the  mouth.  Coastwise  shipments  from  the  same 
port  are  brisk,  keeping  pace  with  the  export  trade. 

Prosperity  pervades  all  branches  of  the  coal  and  coke  trade  m 
the  Pittsburg  district.  West  Virginia  and  Ohio.  The  market  is 
strong,  orders  are  plentiful,  prices  are  firm  and  the  outlook  is  un¬ 
usually  bright  for  the  continuance  of  these  conditions.  Many  of  the 
operators  state  that  their  sales  are  limited  only  by  the  capacity  of 
their  machinery,  number  of  miners  that  they  can  secure  and  tlie 
transportation  facilities.  The  great  industrial  plants  in  and  about 
Pittsburg  are  enjoying  a  continuous  run  of  business  which  keeps 
their  plants  running  up  to  capacity,  this  involving  the  use  of  an 
immense  quantity  of  coal  daily.  As  for  West  Virginia,  its  products 
are  about  the  only  bituminous  coals  in  active  demand  in  the  seaboard 
market.  A  large  tonnage  is  being  forwarded  from  the  smokeless  coal 
fields  to  tidewater  ports. 

Scarcity  of  Vessels  for  Lake  Shipments. 

With  the  season  half  gone  much  less  than  the  usual  quantity  of 
eastern  bituminous  coals  has  gone  to  the  northwestern  docks,  so  that 
there  is  a  steady  demand  upon  the  operators  of  West  Virginia,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  Ohio  to  furnish  every  available  car  for  shipment  by  the 
lakes.  Little  fault  thus  far  has  been  found  either  with  the  car  supply 
or  promptness  of  movement  on  the  part  of  the  railroads.  The  chief 
difficulties  which  the  operators  have  met  with  are  a  comparative 
scarcity  of  labor  and  a  decided  shortage  in  the  number  and  tonnage 
of  vessels  available  for  charter.  This  last  difficulty  is  becoming  a 
serious  one. 

It  is  caused  by  the  prevailing  high  rates  on  ore  carried  down  the 
lakes  as  compared  with  the  low  rate  for  carrying  coal  in  the  other 
direction.  Vessel  owners  claim  to  have  proven  that  by  refusing  coal 
cargoes  and  returning  up  the  lakes  light,  they  can  make  three  round 
trips  in  the  time  which  would  be  consumed  by  two  trips  if  coal  were 
carried,  the  three-trip  plan  netting  them  an  extra  twenty  cents  for 
each  ton  of  cargo-capacity.  If  the  vesselmen  are  correct  in  this  calcu¬ 
lation  there  is  little  hope  of  betterment  in  conditions  so  long  ^  the 
freight  rate  on  ore  continues  high,  since  any  material  increase  in  the 
rate  on  coal  is  prohibited  by  competitive  conditions  as  compared  with 
all-rail  shipments. 

The  coke  market  also,  which  has  been  good  for  several  weeks 
past,  is  unusually  strong  at  the  present  time,  with  prices  firm  and  on 
a  high  basis. 

But  little  change  in  the  Ohio  strike  situation  is  to  be  noted. 
Apart  from  the  Massillon  district,  most  of  the  mines  are  operating, 
but  many  of  them  only  on  the  temporary  agreement  which  has  been 
patched  up,  and  little  if  any  progress  is  being  made  in  the  district 
conferences  entrusted  with  the  task  of  arriving  at  definite  and  perma¬ 
nent  terms  of  settlement. 

The  tone  of  the  coal  market  changes  absolutely  as  soon  as  one 
gets  west  of  Ohio.  Even  the  Detroit  market  is  reported  as  being  in 
a  demoralized  condition,  with  four  hundred  cars  of  coal  going  to 
demurrage  on  the  tracks  of  a  single  road.  But  little  business  is 
being  done  at  Indianapolis  and  tributary  territory,  but  the  trade  there 
is  by  no  means  disheartened  and  is  expecting  a  fair  run  of  business 
to  begin  not  later  than  the  first  of  September. 

Conditions  in  the  western  bituminous  coal  trade  show  no  change 
for  the  better,  and  if  anything  are  somewhat  worse  than  during  the 
past  few  weeks.  The  overproduction  in  the  Illinois  field  is  large,  so 
that  prices  are  being  badly  cut  throughout  the  entire  territory,  with 
Chicago  used  as  a  dumping  ground.  The  tonnage  of  coal  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  railroad  yards  at  Chicago  has  been  greatly  swelled  during 
the  present  week,  so'  much  so  that  absolute  congestion  is  threatened 
unless  the  railroad  companies  establish  an  embargo. 

The  market  for  Indiana  coals  is  seriously  affected  by  the  over¬ 
production  in  Illinois,  but  most  of  the  Indiana  operators  are  bein 
measurably  successful  in  placing  their  output,  which  they  are  strivin 
to  hold  down  to  actual  needs,  so  as  to  avoid  losses  from  car  service. 
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Never,  proliably,  since  the  iiroduclion  of  coal 
in  the  central  west  reached  sulTicicnt  proportions 
to  he  of  great  commercial  importance,  has  the 
market  for  these  western  coals  been  in  worse 
condition  than  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Not 
hut  what  the  market  has  heen  equally  dull  in 
the  past,  or  prices  as  low.  But  each  year  since 
the  boom  of  100.3  has  seen  the  opening  of  new 
mines  and  the  expansion  of  the  older  operations, 
till  the  producing  capacity  in  Illinois  and  In¬ 
diana  has  heen  enormously  increased,  with  no 
commensurate  growth  of  consumption.  Under 
such  circumstances  a  light  market  is  so  far 
below  the  requirements  of  even  the  most  re¬ 
stricted  basis  of  production  that  steadiness  at 
once  becomes  impossible  because  of  the  struggle 
which  at  once  begins  for  possession  of  what  little 
husiness  is  available.  'I'lie  contest,  instead  of  be¬ 
ing  for  a  share  of  profits,  often  becomes  almost 
a  fight  for  life.  For  this  reason  the  phrase 
“Business  light,  but  prices  firm,”  frequently  used 
of  the  more  eastern  bituminous  products,  is  sel¬ 
dom  applicable  to  western  coals. 

Summer  Depression  a  Normal  Condition. 

Western  mining  conditions,  therefore,  are  such 
that  a  demoralized  market  for  July  and  August 
has  come  to  be  almost  an  assured  thing.  The 
call  for  the  smaller  sizes,  especially  for  screen¬ 
ings,  is  out  of  all  due  proportion  to  the  supply 
when  the  larger  sizes  are  produced  only  in  quan¬ 
tities  suited  to  the  market  for  them.  Many  fac¬ 
tories,  in  recent  years,  have  changed  their  equip¬ 
ment  especially  for  the  use  of  the  small  sizes  and 
the  starting  up  of  industries  in  preparation  for 
fall  business  strengthens  the  demand,  with  the 
result  that  lump  and  even  run-of-mine  become  a 
drug  on  the  market.  Operators  who  cater  chiefly 
to  the  steam  trade  and  who  are  bound  by  con¬ 
tracts  feel  this  inequality  of  absorption  acutely. 
The  effect  of  this  is  seen  in  the  prices  of  the 
present  week,  which  show  altogether  too  small 
a  margin  of  difference  between  screenings  and 
the  prepared  sizes. 

Between  the  foundation  evil  of  overproduction 
and  the  aggravation  of  the  trouble  by  the  dispro¬ 
portionate  demand  for  the  different  sizes,  the 
conditions  which  have  prevailed  for  several 
weeks  still  continue  unabated.  Operators  are 
selling  as  much  of  their  product  as  they  can  out¬ 
side  Chicago,  and  are  pouring  the  balance  of 
it,  be  it  much  or  little,  onto  this  market,  instead 
of  curtailing  production  at  all  hazards,  as  they 
ought  to  do.  This  is  causing  a  constant  increase 
in  the  volume  of  car-service  coal  accumulating 
on  the  tracks  here.  The  tonnage  of  coal  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  the  yards  of  the  various  roads 
from  central  and  southern  Illinois  has  been 
greatly  swelled  during  the  present  week.  At  this 
rate  an  ahsolute  congestion  will  result  very  soon 
unless  the  railroads  establish  an  embargo.  By 
no  means  all  of  the  coal  sold  is  taken  from  the 
yards  and  unloaded,  many  of  the  reputed  sales 
being  merely  transfers  from  one  agent  or  jobber 
to  another  and  so  remaining  on  track. 

Coal  Selling  Below  Cost  of  Production. 

Under  all  these  existing  conditions,  it  certainly 
behooves  producers  to  strain  every  resource  to 
keep  their  product  off  from  this  market  until 
the  accumulations  now  here  can  be  cleaned  up, 
and,  too,  until  there  is  some  real  demand  for  it. 
This  can  not  be  too  much  emphasized  for  the 
good  of  all  concerned,  as  no  one  is  profiting  by 
it  except  an  occasional  forehanded  consumer  who 
may  be  stocking  his  coal  at  bargain  prices.  With 
almost  every  unordered  ton  of  coal  which  is  sent 


to  Chicago  selling  for  from  fifteen  to  forty  cents 
below  the  cost  of  production,  the  absolute  net 
loss  on  each  car  is  considerable,  and  it  does  not 
take  a  vast  number  of  cars  to  eat  up  capital 
seriously.  Yet  in  all  probability  these  conditions 
will  prevail  for  several  weeks  yet,  unless  the  one 
remedy  is  applied  of  withhohling  all  unordered 
shipments  till  the  tracks  are  cleaned  up  and 
the  consumers  are  sufficiently  in  need  of  sup¬ 
plies  to  be  ready  to  pay  prices  that  yield  a  fair 
and  living  profit. 

Western  Conditions  Outside  Chicago. 

Outside  Chicago  western  conditions  are  better 
in  direct  ratio  to  the  distance  from  this  city. 
'I'hose  districts  or  single  mines  which  have  their 
chief  market  at  fairly  remote  points  report  a 
fair  amount  of  current  sales  at  prices  below  cir¬ 
cular,  but  good  in  comparison  with  local  demur¬ 
rage  rates.  They  likewise  report  gradual  but 
constant  progress  in  the  closing  up  of  contracts. 
But  the  nearer  one  gets  to  Chicago  the  greater 
the  demoralizing  effect  of  the  market  conditions 
here,  disturbing  alike  to  prices,  to  current  busi¬ 
ness,  and  to  the  closing  of  contracts. 

'I'he  threshing  trade  is,  in  some  sections,  be¬ 
coming  a  somewhat  active  factor,  able  at  least  to 
save  an  apathetic  market  from  absolute  stagna¬ 
tion,  and  exerting  an  influence  helping  in  some 
degree  to  steady  prices  on  the  Special  coals  which 
have  become  favorites  for  this  work. 

The  car  supply  in  West  Virginia  is  reported  as 
falling  short  of  the  requirements  with  the  ex¬ 
pectation  that  it  will  grow  worse  before  it  gets 
better,  and  in  the  great  grain  producing  states 
of  the  west  the  moving  of  the  crops  is  beginning 
to  absorb  the  available  supply  of  box  cars,  so 
that  markets  or  coals  demanding  this  mode  of 
shipment  are  complaining  of  shortage  which  is 
on  the  increase.  The  general  supply  of  coal 
cars  seems  to  be  more  than  adequate,  leading  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  occasional  rumors  of  im¬ 
pending  shortage  have  sprung  from  one  or  the 
other  of  the  two  limited  instances  cited. 

As  to  prices,  the  average  operator,  like  the  old 
farmer  who  “allowed  they  did  have  some  ague 
over  across  the  river,”  is  very  loath  to  admit 
that  he  has  done  any  serious  cutting  of  prices 
either  directly  or  by  throwing  unsold  coal  into 
the  car-service  scramble.  Probably  very  few  are 
getting  circular  prices  on  orders  for  immediate 
delivery,  but  a  considerable  number  are  undoubt¬ 
edly  refusing  to  discount  the  circular  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  eliminating  profit.  Operators  of  this  class 
are  either  drastically  restricting  their  output  to 
actual  orders,  or  are  holding  their  surplus  from 
day  to  day  on  track  at  the  mines. 

Prices  are  Constantly  Shifting. 

A  larger  number,  however,  seem  to  act  on  the 
principle  of  “do  husiness  at  a  profit  if  you  can, 
but  do  business,”  and  hence  are  accepting  a 
constantly  shifting  scale  of  prices  for  the  same 
grades  and  sizes,  at  the  mine,  and  for  car-service 
coal  are  taking  what  they  can  get. 

Springfield  coal  at  demurrage  shows  a  consid¬ 
erable  range,  the  bulk  of  the  tonnage  sold  in 
this  way  probably  coming  within  the  following 
limits :  Screenings,  50@G0c  f.  o.  b.  mines,  or 

$1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  60@75c 
f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  and 
lump,  85(a;95c  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Carterville  coal,  which  for  a  time  was 
largely  kept  out  of  the  scrimmage,  has  been  in¬ 
creasingly  prominent  at  demurrage,  and  bring¬ 
ing  but  little  better  prices  than  the  Springfield 
product,  after  making  proper  allowance  for  the 
difference  in  the  freight  rate.  Northern  Illinois 
coals  have  been  least  in  evidence  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market,  and  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  have 


suffered  the  least  cutting  of  prices  in  the  outside 
markets,  although  signing  up  of  contracts  has 
been  sensibly  affected  by  the  Chicago  conditions. 

State  of  Trade  in  Indiana. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  operators  are  ad¬ 
hering  as  closely  as  possible  to  the  policy  which 
they  have  been  following  ever  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  present  depressed  conditions.  This 
is,  however,  becoming  increasingly  difficult,  as 
Illinois  coal  is  trying  to  force  a  way  into  terri¬ 
tory  previously  held  by  Indiana  product  either 
exclusively  or  in  competition  with  eastern  coals 
only.  Carterville  washed  coal  being  a  better 
seller  than  the  six-inch  lump,  this  latter  tends  to 
accumulate  and  hence  is  being  offered  in  Indiana 
at  prices  seriously  competing  with  Indiana  lump. 
Still,  most  of  the  Indiana  producers  claim  that 
they  are  not  cutting  prices  below  cost  or  even 
to  cost,  and  are  restricting  output  to  the  demands 
of  their  market,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  the 
fact  that  little  is  heard  of  Greene  or  Sullivan 
coal  in  Chicago  at  present.  Clinton  coal,  which 
was  kept  well  in  hand  until  recently,  has  this 
week  been  sold  at  a  sacrifice  to  save  car  service. 

Parke  county  semi-block  at  $1.50®  1.60  f.  o.  b. 
mine  or  $2.20@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  Brazil 
block  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  mine,  have  been  fairly  well 
sustained,  helped  materially  by  the  threshing 
trade. 

Vessels  Needed  for  Lake  Trade. 

The  trend  of  the  market  for  eastern  bituminous 
coals  is  steadily  improving.  The  demand  for  the 
high-grade  product  is  strong,  especially  for  ship¬ 
ment  up  the  lakes.  Sd  far  as  difficulties  exist 
they  are  not  in  the  matter  of  price  or  of  market, 
but  rather  in  transportation  and  insufficiency  of 
labor  supply.  Regarding  transportation,  the  car 
supply  to  the  lakes  has  thus  far  caused  little 
trouble,  but  the  refusal  of  many  boat  owners  to 
accept  cargoes  up  the  lakes  is  causing  much  trou¬ 
ble,  and  in  some  quarters  great  concern.  The 
down  rate  on  ore  is  eighty  cents,  the  up  rate  on 
coal  thirty  cents.  The  owners  figure  that  if  they 
return  light  they  can  make  three  round  trips  in 
the  time  required  for  two  round  trips  if  coal  is 
carried  up.  In  the  former  case  the}’  will  have 
received  $2.40  for  each  ton  of  capacity,  in  the 
latter  case  $2.20,  making  a  difference  of  $2,000 
to  a  10,000-ton  boat,  an  argument  hard  to  over¬ 
come. 

Smokeless  coals  from  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  regions  are  in  heavy  demand  for  lake 
shipment,  and  in  addition  are  showing  a  strong 
movement  to  tidewater.  The  supply  of  labor 
is  inadequate,  so  that  the  mines  are  constantly 
behind  in  their  shipping  orders.  Prices,  there¬ 
fore,  are  firm  at  circular,  with  reports  of  ten  to 
fifteen  cents  above  circular  being  paid  for  lump 
to  secure  immediate  shipment  in  cases  of  urgent 
need.  The  western  demand  is  light,  and  none 
too  easy  to  supply,  at  that. 

In  the  splint  list  also  the  general  demand  is 
strong,  especially  for  the  lake  trade,  with  prices 
firm  on  a  basis  of  $1.35®  1.45  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or 
$3.25@3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  prepared  sizes, 
and  $1.05  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $2.95  f.  o.  b.  Qiicago 
for  run-of-mine,  for  standard  Kanawha  splint. 
Winifrede  splint  is  rather  quiet  in  Chicago  but 
hT  brisk  demand  further  east,  so  that  the  supply 
locally  is  hardly  up  to  the  demand  at  $3.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  is  in  increasing  demand 
both  in  the  general  market  and  in  Chicago;  this 
is  reflected  in  the  prices  which  show  some  ad¬ 
vance  over  a  week  ago.  run-of-mine  now  bring¬ 
ing  the  price  then  asked  for  three-quarter  inch. 
Quotations  are:  Run-of-mine,  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
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mine  or  $3  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  three-quarter 
inch  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  mine,  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  and  Hocking  Market  Strong. 

The  tidewater  and  general  eastern  trade  in 
Fairmont  coal  is  good  and  the  lake  trade  in  this 
product  is  heavy,  giving  a  very  firm  market,  un¬ 
affected  by  the  light  demand  at  Chicago  and  other 
all-rail  western  points.  Current  quotations  are 
as  follows:  Slack,  75@80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$2  65@2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  90c  to 
$1  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.80@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  three-quarter  inch  lump,  $1.00@1.05  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.90@2.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  dock  demand  for  Hocking  continues  un¬ 
abated,  and  is  rather  increasing  in  urgency,  some 
of  those  most  interested  now  expressing  the 
fear  that  not  much  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
normal  supply  can  be  gotten  up  the  lakes  before 
the  close  of  navigation.  The  mines,  therefore, 
are  working  under  pressure  to  meet  the  demands 
of  this  trade  and  are  giving  a  minimum  amount 
of  attention  to  all-rail  business.  This  line  of 
trade  is  only  receiving  shipments  barely  suffi¬ 


cient  to  take  care  of  its  customers’  needs  for  cur¬ 
rent  consumption.  One  and  a  half-inch  Hocking 
coal  is  selling  in  Chicago  at  $3.15. 

The  anthracite  trade  in  the  west  shows  no 
changes  or  other  features  of  importance  during 
the  present  week.  Consumers  are  largely  of 
the  class  who  spend  a  part  or  all  of  the  summer 
away  from  their  homes  and  are  therefore  mak¬ 
ing  few  purchases  of  coal  at  this  season.  Retail¬ 
ers  in  smaller  towns  are  to  a  certain  extent  oc¬ 
cupied  with  other  branches  of  their  business 
which  are  more  in  season  at  this  time,  many 
of  them  being  lumber  or  ice  dealers,  or  both. 
Western  sales  agents  of  the  eastern  collieries 
therefore  report  that  very  little  business  is  being 
transacted  at  the  present  time,  and  that  no  ma¬ 
terial  revival  of  trade  is  expected  until  after  the 
middle  of  August. 

'I'he  coke  market,  during  the  last  ten  _  days, 
has  stiffened  materially.  For  some  weeks  it  has 
been  firm  in  the  east,  prices  being  satisfactory 
and  the  demand  good.  But  within  the  last  fort¬ 
night  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  has 
been  an  active  buyer  on  the  open  market,  both 
in  Pennsylvania  and  in  West  Virginia.  This 


strengthening  of  the  demand  has  also  had  its 
effect  on  prices,  not  only  about  Pittsburg,  but 
in  the  west  as  well,  where  there  has  been  in¬ 
creased  activity,  both  as  to  inquiries  and  in  actual 
sales.  This  improvement  has  been  shown  in  all 
grades  of  foundry  and  furnace  coke,  and  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  present  satisfactory  conditions  is 
looked  for  in  view  of  the  strength  shown  by 
the  iron  market  and  the  expectation  of  steady 
pressure  of  demand  for  iron  and  steel  products, 
as  indicated  by  the  large  orders  already  placed 
for  many  months  in  advance  with  the  furnaces 

and  rolling  mills.  _  r  u  • 

Prevailing  quotations  show  the  follow  mg 
range:  Connellsville  seventy-two  hour  coke, 

$2.85 @3.00  f.  o.  b.  ovens,  or  $5..50@5.C5  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  Connellsville  forty-eight  hour  coke, 
$2.G5@2.80  f.  o.  b.  ovens  or  $5.35@5.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  Wise  county  coke,  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  ovens 
or  $5.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Pocahontas  coke, 
$2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b.  ovens,  or  $4.90@5.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  By-product  coke  is  in  good  demand  at 
$5  60 @5.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  foundry  coke,  and 
$5.30@5.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  furnace  coke. 


Market  and  Trade  J^ews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  July  26. 

Everything  looks  “good”  to  the  coal  and 
coke  men  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  If  it  does 
not  look  so  to  any  of  them  it  is  their,  own  fault. 
Business  is  good;  orders  are  plenty;  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  strong,  and  the  outlook  is  unusually 
bright  for  this  time  of  the  year. 

The  coal  operators  report  that  in  many  cases 
the  output  of  their  mines  is  limited  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  they  can  obtain.  Cars  are  fairly 
plenty  and  the  operators  are  taking  advantage 
of  this  fact  and  are  rushing  shipments  forward 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  Not  for  many  years 
has  there  been  so  much  coal  in  the  Pittsbnrg 
harbor  awaiting  shipment  to  the  south.  The 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  have  on  hand,  in  barges,  ready  to  ship, 
over  12.000,000  bushels  of  coal.  This  is  valued 
at  over  $500,000.  This  amount  will  be  largely 
augmented  by  the  stock  of  the  other  compa¬ 
nies  shipping  by  river.  At  present  the  pros¬ 
pect  for  getting  this  great  fleet  of  coal  moved 
is  not  very  bright.  Although  there  has  been 
much  rain  during  the  last  few  weeks  in  the 
coal  section  near  the  rivers,  it  haa  but  little 
effect  on  the  streams. 

Strike  at  the  Charleroi  Mines. 

The  only  labor  trouble  in  the  district  is  the 
same  one  that  has  been  on  hand  for  several 
weeks,  viz.:  the  strike  of  the  miners  at  Charle¬ 
roi.  This,  as  has  been  stated,  is  merely  a 
sympathetic  one.  There  is  no  just  reason  why 
the  men  should  go  out  and  continue  out.  Their 
threats  are  not  taken  very  seriously  by  the 
officials  of  the  coal  company,  nor  by  any  of  the 
coal  operators  in  the  district. 

The  quarterly  report  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  w^as  expected  to  be  issued  ere  this,  but  has 
been  delayed.  As  is  the  case  generally  before 
it  comes  out,  the  stock  of  the  company  has 
advanced  and  is  rifling  quite  strong  on  the 
Stock  Exchange.  The  coming,  report  will 
doubtless  be  an  unusually  good  one  and  should 
be  of  much  benefit  to  the  company. 

As  wflll  be  noted  elsewhere  in  this  letter,  the 
city  of  Pittsburg  has  made  another  effort  to 
rid  herself  of  the  smoke  nuisance.  This  same 
old  attempt  has  been  made  at  various  times 
during  the  past  twenty  years.  Coal  men  who 
have  studied  the  problem  say  that  in  this  city 
what  is  needed  is  “not  smoke  consumers,  but 
smoke  preventers,”  meaning  that  well  paid  and 
intelligent  firemen  are  better  than  all  the  so- 
called  smoke  consumers  ever  invented.  And 
yet  this  ordinance  that  was  passed  by  councils 
has  had  this  effect  on  the  coal  business  inside 
of  tw'o  days.  We  are  reliably  informed  by  the 
largest  retail  coal  concern  in  Pittsburg  that  a 
number  of  their  customers  have  become 
alarmed  and  have  put  in  gas  under  their  boil¬ 
ers.  This  can  not  become  general,  as  the 
Philadelphia  company  that  supplies  most  of 
the  gas  consumed  here  have  a  prohibitive  rule 


about  gas.  They  will  not  sell  it  to  manufac 
timing  plants  that  nse  any  amount  beyond  a 
certain  number  of  feet  and  this  limit  is  only, 
sufficient  for  domestic  use,  or  very  small  manu¬ 
facturing  plants. 

Slight  Advance  in  Prices. 

Prices  for  the  week  are  a  shade  higher  than 
those  of  last  week.  Rnn-of-mine  coal  is  selling 
at  from  $1.10@1.20  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Three-quarter  inch  is  bringing  $1.20@1.30  per 
ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Lump  is  quoted  at  $1.30 
@1.40  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack, 
which  continues  to  be  the  leading  factim  in 
the  coal  market,  is  selling  at  from  80@90c 
per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  At  these  prices  all 
grades  are  strong.  The  demand  is  heavy  and 
the  supply  is  about  equal  to  it. 

The  coke  market  continues  to  be  as  it  has 
been  for  several  weeks,  very  good.  The  week  s 
market  is  unusually  strong,  and  the  prices  are 
steady  at  the  following  quotations:  Furnace 
coke,  $2.65@2.80  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens; 
foundry,  $3.00  per  ton  flat,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens, 
and  some  operators  say  that  they  have  no 
foundry  coke  for  sale  at  $3.00,  or  at  any  price. 

A  scarcity  of  men  for  work  at  the  ovens 
still  continues.  The  movement  of  coke  for 
the  past  week,  as  shown  elsewhere,  was  very 
heavy  and  shows  a  large  gain  over  previous 
weeks.  A  prominent  coke  operator  said  today 
that  “never  in  his  experience  has  he  known  of 
such  an  active  summer  in  the  coke  trade  as  this 
summer,”  and  his  experience  extends  over  a 
period  of  thirty  years. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices  of  coal  or 
coke  for  domestic  use  since  our  last  quota¬ 
tions.  The  only  matter  of  interest  in  the  retail 
situation  is  the  fact  that  orders  for  future  use 
have  been  coming  in  to  the  retail  dealers  in^  a 
goodly  number  and  are  booked  at  very,  satis¬ 
factory  prices. 

Everything  surrounding  the  coal  and  coke 
situation  in  the  Pittsburg  district  tends  toward 
a  continuance  of  the  present  state  of  affairs, 
and  unless  something  unforeseen  occurs  the 
summer  months  will  be  more  than  usually 
prosperous,  and  by  the  time  fall  and  wintei 
orders  are  ready  for  booking  even  better  prices 
than  are  now  ruling  should  be  obtained. 

Freight  Tonnage  in  Pittsburg  Field. 

The  statistics  of  freight  car  movement  in  the 
Pittsburg  Car  Service  .Association  territory 
shows  for  June  an  increase  of  about  nine  per 
cent  over  June,  1905.  This  places  June,  1906, 
far  in  the  lead  of  any  previous  June  and  con¬ 
tinues  the  records  which  the  present  year  has 
been  making  in  the  volume  of  traffic  in  the 
Pittsburg  district. 

The  figures  for  June,  li)06,  are  317,715  cars 
and  compare  with  291,895  in  June  of  last  year. 
These  figures  do  not  include  about  150,000  cars 
a  month  engaged  in  certain  lines  of  coal  and 


coke  movement.  The  movement  of  these  cars 
has  been  so  successfully  reduced  to  schedule 
that  there  is  almost  no  detention  either  at  the 
lake  terminals  or  the  mines,  the  ovens  or  the 
furnaces,  and  the  Car  Service  .Association  does 
not  find  it  necessary  to  record  them  movement. 
The  territory  in  the  association’s  scope  in¬ 
cludes  the  Wheeling,  New  Castle  and  Youngs¬ 
town  districts.  Each  of  these  contributes  close 
to  50,000  cars  a  month  to  the  total. 

.Adding  to  the  reported  June  movement  of 
317,715  cars,  the  coal  and  coke  cars  unreported 
— about  150,000 — a  total  of  467,715  cars  is 
shown.  Computing  forty  tons  to  the  average 
car,  and  including  the  Wheeling  and  Mahon¬ 
ing  and  Shenango  valleys,  the  June  tonnage,  re¬ 
ported  and  unreported,  amounted  to  over  18.- 
000,000  tons. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  W.  M.  Prall,  commis¬ 
sioner  of  the  association,  that  the  reported  car 
movement  of  the  year  1906  w'lll  exceed  3,600,- 
000  cars.  About  1,800,000  will  be  unreported, 
a  total  of  5,400,000  cars,  or  216,000,000  tons. 
The  association’s  year  formerly  ended  in  April, 
but  it  has  been  changed  to  coincide  with  the 
calendar  year.  The  growth  of  the  traffic  here 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  tonnage  for  the 
entire  twelve  months  of  the  year  emling  .April 
first,  1905,  was  but  34,400  greater  than  that  for 
the  last  nine  months  of  1905.  The  figures 
were:  Year  ended  .April  first,  1905,  2,698,951, 
nine  months  ended  December  thirty-first,  1905, 
2,664,505. 

There  is  also  great  satisfaction  among  ship¬ 
pers  throughout  the  whole  Pittsburg  district 
over  the  character  of  the  freight  service  being 
given  by  the  railroads.  The  railroads  have 
caught  up  with  the  traffic  and  show  every  dis¬ 
position  to  increase  their  facilities  and  equip¬ 
ment  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  the 
business. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Mr.  F.  M.  Boynton,  the  hustling  coal  man  of 
Pittsburg,  has  gone  west  on  business. 

S.  B.  Cochran,  an  extensive  coke  manufac¬ 
turer  of  Dawson,  Pa.,  accompanied  by  a  party 
of  friends,  spent  several  days  in  Pittsburg  this 
week. 

The  new  towboat  Volcano,  built  at  Parkers¬ 
burg,  for  the  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  was  put  in 
sendee  this  week  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor,  and 
is  attracting  much  attention.  'Ihe  craft  is  a 
large  one  and  much  handsomer  than  tlie  ordi¬ 
nary  boat  of  its  kind. 

Col.  J.  F.  Tilley,  superintendent  of  the  claim 
department  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  secretary  of  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Exchange,  has  returned  to  Pitts¬ 
burg  after  an  extended  vacation.  Air.  1  illey 
spent  his  period  of  rest  in  Indiana  and  Kentucky. 

The  quarterly  statement  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  was  not  made  public  today  as  expected. 
It  is  stated  that  important  features  to  he  in- 
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eluded  ill  this  statement  Iiad  not  arrived  from 
otiicr  points.  As  soon  as  they  can  be  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  report  it  will  be  given  out.  Mean¬ 
time  the  preferred  stock  was  stronger  in  antici¬ 
pation  that  this  report  would  be  an  exceedingly 
favorable  one. 

J.  II.  Ehrle,  past  exalted  ruler  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  lodge,  Brotherhood  and  Protective  Order 
of  Iflks,  and  master  mechanic  for  the  Pittsburg- 
liuffalo  Coal  Co.,  died  suddenly  at  Denver 
Sunday  last.  Mr.  Ehrle  was  at  Denver  attend¬ 
ing  the  annual  convention  of  the  Elks’  organiza¬ 
tion  when  he  died,  lie  resided  at  Mononga- 
hela.  Pa.,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Scott, 
of  that  place,  who  survives  him. 

Bernard  Callaghan,  aged  sixty-two  years,  ex¬ 
mine  inspector  of  the  ninth  bituminous  district, 
and  one  of  the  most  widely  quoted  authorities 
on  coal  mining  in  Pennsylvania,  died  suddenly 
at  his  home  in  Connellsville  Tuesday  morning, 
July  twenty-fourth.  Mr.  Callaghan  was  ap¬ 
pointed  mine  inspector  by  Governor  James  A. 
Beaver,  and  served  until  a  year  ago.  lie  is 
survived  by  his  wife  and  five  children. 

Official  figures  on  the  June  movement  of  coal 
over  the  railroads  operating  between  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  and  the  lower  lake  ports,  have  not 
been  fully  compiled,  but  it  is  expected  that 
the  total  shipments  will  eclipse  all  forrner  rec¬ 
ords.  It  is  reported  that  the  Pennsylvania’s  ton¬ 
nage  increased  thirteen  per  cent  in  coal,  and  the 
statement  is  made  that  the  traffic  was  forwarded 
more  expeditiously  than  in  any  preceding  year. 

One  of  the  largest  sales  of  real  estate  re¬ 
corded  during  the  week  at  Pittsburg  was  that 
of  the  James  H.  Guffey  coal  lands  in  the  Yough- 
iogheney  valley,  which  were  sold  to  J.  W.  Wed¬ 
dell,  of  West  Newton,  Pa.,  for  $81,200.  The 
property  contains  119  acres,  and  was  sold  at 
the  rate  of  $70.00  an  acre,  which  is  considered 
a  reasonable  price  for  coal  lands  located  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  and  so  advantageously  placed 
for  developing  and  shipping. 

The  scarcity  of  coke  workers  is  still  being  fejt 
in  the  coke  region.  Prices  remain  high  for  this 
season,  an  increased  demand  for  the  foundry 
grade  holding  it  to  $2.75  to  $3.10  per  ton,  while 
furnace  grades  are  bringing  from  $2.45  to  $2.65 
a  ton.  A  summary  of  the  Connellsville  region  for 
last  week  shows  a  total  of  23,313  ovens  in  active 
operation,  with  2,073  ovens  idle.  The  week’s 
production  is  estimated  at  272,386  tons,  being  an 


increase  of  J 5,270  tons  over  the  previous  week. 
'J'he  shipments  aggregated  11,840  cars  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  points :  Pittsburg  district,  4,273  cars ; 
west  of  Pittsburg,  6,199  cars;  eastern  district, 
1,368  cars.  ITie  estimated  tonnage  of  these 
shipments  is  271,446  tons.  Erom  the  Lower  Con¬ 
nellsville  region  the  shipments  aggregated  101,628 
tons. 

Major  W.  L.  Sibert,  United  States  engineer, 
has  completed  his  report  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Pittsburg  harbor  for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1906. 
The  report  shows  that  during  the  year  11,447,444 
tons  of  freight  went  up  and  down  the  Mononga- 
hela  river,  and  that  this  was  an  increase  of 
more  than  2,000,000  tons,  compared  with  the 
record  of  1905.  Of  the  total  tonnage  passing 
through  the  locks,  as  shown  by  the  official  rec¬ 
ords,  more  than  9,000,000  tons  were  coal. 

One  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in  Washing¬ 
ton  county.  Pa.,  were  sold  this  week  to  W.  W. 
Luce  and  R.  L.  Biddle,  of  Donova,  Pa.  The 
total  number  of  acres  was  made  up  of  small 
tracts,  contiguous  to  each  other,  but  making  in 
the  whole  a  valuable  plot  and  near  enough  to 
each  other  to  be  successfully  operated  as  one 
track.  Eight  farms  were  included  in  the  pur¬ 
chase,  and  the  sale  was  made  for  the  Pittsburg- 
Wabash  Gas  Coal  Co.  The  purchase  price  was 
$75,000. 

Quiet  still  prevails  on  the  Monongahela,  Alle¬ 
gheny  and  Ohio  rivers.  The  water  is  at  such 
a  stage  as  to  disable  much  navigation.  For  a 
number  of  days  the  different  river  coal  com¬ 
panies  have  been  trying  to  bring  into  port  a  large 
number  of  tows  that  have  been  stranded  afong 
the  Ohio  river.  The  present  supply  of  coal  in 
the  Pittsburg  harbor  runs  into  several  millions 
of  bushels.  The  upper  pools  are  full,  and  the 
whole  river  coal  situation  is  one  of  expectancy, 
waiting  for  a  rise  in  the  rivers. 

The  outlook  for  a  fight  between  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators  of  the  Pittsburg  district  and  the  miners 
of  District  No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica  is  bright,  as  the  miners  employed  at  the 
mines  of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  at 
Charleroi,  which  is  known  as  the  Charleroi  Coal 
Co.,  have  obeyed  the  orders  of  District  Presi¬ 
dent  Francis  Feehan  to  go  out  on  a  strike.  Mr. 
Feehan  states  that  the  three  hundred  miners  at 
the  Charleroi  mines  are  out  and  the  mines  will 
be  closed  until  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co. 
sees  fit  to  sign  the  1903  scale.  The  Charleroi 
Coal  Co.  has  already  signed  the  scale  as  the 


Charleroi  Coal  Co.,  but  not  as  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Co.,  and  the  officials  of  the  latter 
company  state  that  they  will  take  the  matter  to 
court  and  prosecute  the  officers  of  the  district  for 
conspiracy  for  violating  their  contract.  The 
strike  at  the  Charleroi  mines  may  lead  to  a 
general  strike,  as  the  miners  at  other  points  in 
the  district  threaten  to  strike  should  any  other 
operator  furnish  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co. 
with  coal.  Officials  of  the  plate  glass  company 
are  not  concerned  at  this  threat,  however,  as 
they  are  able  to  get  plenty  of  coal  outside  of  the 
union  mines. 

Preliminary  action  toward  abolishing  Pitts¬ 
burg’s  great  evil,  the  smoke  nuisance,  was  taken 
last  night  at  a  joint  meeting  of  select  and  com¬ 
mon  .councils.  A  few  quotations  from  the  ordi¬ 
nance  as  passed  shows  that  the  members  were 
in  earnest,  and  showed  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  subject  in  hand.  The  ordinance  states: 
“An  ordinance  to  regulate  the  emission  and  pro¬ 
duction  of  smoke  from  smoke  stacks,  chimneys, 
etc.,  in  the  corporate  limits^  of  the  city  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  by  declaring  the  emission  of  dense  black 
or  gray  smoke  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  providing 
the  penalty  therefor.’’  The  ordinance  is  wide¬ 
spread  in  its  desire  to  cover  all  kinds  of  chim¬ 
neys  or  outlets  for  smoke  of  any  kind,  and  in¬ 
cludes  not  only  such  boilers  as  are  stationary  in 
the  city,  but  takes  in  all  engines  on  railroads 
and  steamboats,  plying  within  the  corporate  limits. 
A  chief  smoke  inspector  is  to  be  appointed,  with 
several  assistants,  whose  duties  will  be  to  see 
that  all  buildings  of  any  kind,  having  smoke  stacks 
that  emit  the  black,  or  even  gray  smoke,  shall 
be  under  the  ban,  and  must  install  some  kind  of 
a  device  that  will  do  away  with  the  sending  out 
into  the  air  such  emissions  of  black  and  gray 
smoke,  etc.  Power  to  act  with  delinquents  is 
also  bestowed  upon  these  inspectors.  The  out¬ 
come  of  the  matter  is  looked  forward  to  with 
more  than  ordinary  interest  by  the  citizens  of 
the  “Coal  City.’’  Ten  years  ago  the  same  mat¬ 
ter  was  tried,  and  proved  a  fizzle.  It  degen¬ 
erated  into  a  case  of  “graft.”  The  chief  smoke 
inspector  then  stood  in  with  a  firm  that  made 
a  so-called  smoke  consumer,  and  the  results 
were  so  disastrous  that  the  whole  matter  was 
abandoned.  A  recent  visitor  to  Pittsburg,  a 
prominent  man  from  Europe,  said  that  “Pitts¬ 
burg  was  the  most  picturesque  and  the  most 
beautiful  city  in  the  world.”  Certainly  it  is 
smoky  and  smutty  at  times  and  in  places,  but 
the  world  should  remember  that  “underneath  the 
smoke  there  lies  the  ducats.” 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  July  26. 

If  there  is  any  feature  of  the  coal  market  this 
week  that  is  more  prominent  than  any  other  one, 
it  is  that  nut  and  slack  has  become  a  little  more 
plentiful  and  that  the  market  on  that  grade 
of  fuel  is  correspondingly  easier.  This  does 
not  mean  that  nut  and  slack  has  taken  a  slump, 
and  that  either  prices  have  fallen  badly,  or  that 
there  are  concerns  trying  hard  to  unload  de¬ 
murrage  coal;  it  means  just  what  the  first  sen¬ 
tence  says.  Nut  and  slack,  in  a  number  of  places, 
has  been  more  plentiful  during  the  past  few  days, 
but  the  demand  has  absorbed  all  that  has  been 
offered,  and  at  very  fair  prices.  Sixty  cents  a 
ton  at  the  mines  is  the  lowest  price  heard  of 
during  the  week,  while  of  course  there  are  a 
number  of  producing  concerns  that  are  having  no 
trouble  in  disposing  of  all  the  fine  coal  they 
can  make,  and  at  as  high  prices  as  seventy  and 
seventy-five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Scarcity  of  Smokeless  Coal  Probable. 

Probably  the  next  noticeable  feature  of  the 
market  is  the  growing  and  great  strength  of  the 
smokeless  market.  It  now  begins  to  look  as  if 
last  year’s  experience  will  be  repeated  by  many 
foolish  dealers  who  persist  in  delaying  placing 
their  orders.  As  noted  last  week  in  this  de¬ 
partment  of  The  Black  Diamond,  one  large 
smokeless  concern  had  at  that  time  sold  its  out¬ 
put  up  to  the  first  of  September,  the  time  when 
prices  usually  become  higher,  and  there  are  other 


concerns  this  week  reporting  that  they  have 
about  all  the  business  they  can  attend  to  before 
the  first  of  September.  It  will  not  be  surprising 
to  learn  that  during  the  next  few  weeks  a  pre¬ 
mium  will  be  asked  on  prompt  shipments  of  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  coal  for 
family  use.  The  price  of  smokeless  lump  and  egg 
is  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines,  with  run-of-mine  sell¬ 
ing  at  $1.15. 

The  market  on  splint  and  gas  coal  is  quite 
strong,  and  the  prediction  made  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  from  time  to  time  that  prices  will  be  higher 
before  they  are  lower  is  being  verified  to  the 
letter.  It  is  now  impossible  to  buy  anything  but 
the  most  inferior  lump  coal  for  less  than  $1.40 
a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  $1.40  is  the  real  mar¬ 
ket  for  ordinary  grades,  with  a  few  concerns 
asking  and  getting  $1.50  for  limited  quantities 
of  West  Virginia  lump.  Ohio  shippers  are  not 
only  asking,  but  they  are  getting  $1.50  for  their 
lump  and  a  few  sales  of  grades  have  been  made 
at  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Run-of-mine  is  in  fair  demand,  and  ranges 
from  ninety  cents  to  $1.10  and  $1.15,  with  the 
bulk  of  the  sales  around  about  a  dollar  a  ton 
at  the  mines.  The  increased  supply  of  nut  and 
slack  during  the  week  apparently  had  no  effect 
upon  run-of-mine  sales,  and  at  this  writing  the 
market  is  very  firm.  The  range  of  prices  of  this 
grade  of  fuel  means  that  there  are  many  grades, 
and  each  sells  upon  its  own  merits.  Nearly 
every  large  user  of  coal  knows  that  some  coal 
is  cheaper  at  $1.15  a  ton  than  others  at  ninety 
cents.  War  Eagle  coal  is  quoted  this  week  at 
$1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  lump  and  egg,  $1.40 


for  nut,  $1.10  for  run-of-mine,  and  eighty  cents 
for  nut  and  slack.  Thacker  prices  are  about 
the  same  as  War  Eagle. 

The  Ohio  River  Trade. 

The  anticipated  rise  in  the  Ohio  River  mate¬ 
rialized  nicely,  and  the  Kanawha  shippers  were 
enabled  to  market  here  quite  a  number  of  barges 
of  their  product.  They  did  not  get  out  quite 
as  much  as  they  expected  to,  however,  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts  by  water  during  the  week  will  fall  a  little 
below  2,000,000  bushels.  Prices  are  very  firm 
on  all  grades  of  river  coal,  ranging  from  seven  to 
eight  cents  a  bushel  for  lump,  with  nut  and  slack 
worth  five  and  a  half  and  six  cents  a  bushel 
afloat  in  barges.  There  is  a  good  stage  of  water 
in  the  local  harbor,  which  allows  the  local  river 
elevators  to  handle  their  coal  without  lightening 
up  any  of  their  craft,  thus  saving  them  a  consid¬ 
erable  expense  that  they  are  sometimes  compelled 
to  stand. 

No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  retail  trade 
of  the  city.  Most  of  the  dealers  report  that  they 
are  fairly  busy  with  orders  for  delivering  coal, 
and  there  is  little  likelihood  of  any  changes  oc¬ 
curring  for  some  time.  Anthracite  sells  for  $7.50 
a  ton,  Pocahontas  and  New  River  $4.00,  splint 
lump  $3.25,  and  nut  and  slack  from  $1.90  to  $2.25 
a  ton  delivered  to  families  or  other  consumers. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Col.  J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the 
Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.,  is  now  spending  much 
of  "his  time  here  looking  after  the  erection  of 
his  big  coal  elevator  above  North  Bend,  a  Cin- 
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cinnati  suburb.  He  reports  work  progressing 
nicely  both  here  and  at  Huntingdon,  W.  Va. 

A.  N.  Ainsworth,  representing  the  S.  P.  Ben¬ 
nett  Fuel  &  Ice  Co.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  spent 
several  days  in  Cincinnati  this  week  after  hav¬ 
ing  been  to  a  number  of  West  Virginia  mines. 

New  York  capitalists  have  just  negotiated  a 
deal  for  20,000  acres  of  timber  lands  in  Perry 
county,  Ky.  The  price  paid  is  $10  per  acre  cash. 
The  land  is  rich  in  timber  and  coal  and  will  be 
developed  as  soon  as  the  new  owners  take  pos¬ 
session.  No  railroad  touches,  but  one  will  be 
built  within  a  short  time. 

C.  H.  Jones,  of  Indianapolis,  spent  several  days 
among  his  old  Cincinnati  friends  this  week.  Mr. 
Jones  is  now  a  mine  owner  as  well  as  a  success¬ 
ful  selling  agent,  having  purchased,  several 
months  ago,  a  controlling  interest  in  two  good 
mines  in  Indiana.  His  friends  here  are  very 
glad  to  learn  of  his  great  success. 

The  Kentucky  Coal  Mining  Co.,  representing 
Dayton  (Ohio)  capital,  has  bought  the  coal  rights 
under  2,000  acres  of  land  in  Union  county,  Ky., 
near  Waverly,  and  will  sink  a  new  shaft  and 
open  a  large  mine.  Charles  A.  Baker  is  prpi- 
dent  of  the  company  and  James  Stoops  vice- 
president.  The  price  paid  averaged  about  $5.50 
an  acre. 

R.  H.  Bartlitt,  the  popular  young  secretary  of 
the  Darby  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  spending  part  of 
the  week  in  Cincinnati  in  the  interests  of  his 
company,  which  recently  moved  its  general  offices 
to  its  mines  at  Darby,  Va.  As  much  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  business  comes  from  this  territory,  Mr. 
Bartlitt  expects  to  spend  considerable  time  here. 
He  reports  business  very  good. 

Every  coal  man  in  Cincinnati,  as  well  as  many 
in  other  places,  will  be  interested  in  knowing 
that  J.  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  will 


be  married  to  a  beautiful  western  girl  in  about 
two  weeks.  The  formal  announcement  will  be 
made  next  week,  but  a  number  of  Mr.  Briscoe’s 
intimate  friends,  who  had  been  let  into  the  se¬ 
cret,  are  already  wishing  him  all  possible  happi¬ 
ness. 

Col.  Alexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  the 
Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  reports  that  his  extemsive  mines 
are  again  working  full  force,  after  the  recent 
disagreements  between  the  company  and  George 
Harrison,  chief  mine  inspector  of  Ohio.  Mr. 
Cunninghame  says  Mr.  Flarrison  far  exceeded  his 
authority,  and  that  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.  was_  at 
all  times  following  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit 
of  the  law.  The  Luhrig  mines  are  among  the 
largest  and  best  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

The  Buckeye  Fuel  Co.,  a  newly  organized  coal 
concern  of  the  Queen  City,  is  now  comfortably 
situated  in  tbe  new  Fourth  National  Bank  build¬ 
ing,  and  is  nicely  equipped  to  do  a  flourishing 
business  from  this  time  on.  This  company  has 
for  its  president  and  general  manager  John  D. 
Silk,  widely  known  as  a  coal  salesman  in  this 
territory,  and  J.  W.  Watters,  a  popular  local  man 
for  traffic  manager.  The  new  concern  reports  hav¬ 
ing  already  booked  a  fair  amount  of  business,  and 
it  has  bright  prospects  before  it. 

An  echo  of  the  noted  “Little  Kanawha  Syndi¬ 
cate”  case,  in  which  John  S.  Jones,  a  wealthy 
Chicago  coal  man  was  opposing  George  Gould, 
the  head  of  the  Wabash  railroad,  and  Joseph 
Ramsey,  formerly  president  of  the  Wabash,  was 
heard  a  few  days  ago  in  the  United  States  court 
here.  Judge  Thompson  listened  to  arguments 
and  denied  Jones’  application  for  a  receiver  for 
the  Little  Kanawha  Syndicate.  The  court  found 
that  the  property  of  the  syndicate,  consisting  of 
valuable  West  Virginia  coal  lands,  was  in  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  being  dissipated,  and  that  its  transfer  to 
the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  railroad  had  been  reg¬ 
ularly  made. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade 


Kansas  City,  July  26. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Commissioner  Brown,  of  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association,  re¬ 
turned  yesterday  from  a  visit  to  different  coal 
properties  belonging  to  members  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  He  reports  that  conditions  are  generally 
satisfactory  and  that  all  of  the  mines  are  in 
operation,  except  one  or  two  in  Arkansas  and 
those  in  the  NovLnger  district  in  Missouri.  The 
trouble  in  Arkansas  is  settled  at  least  temporarily, 
Mr.  Brown  says.  Miners  have  gone  to  work  on 
the  double  standard  basis,  pending  the  decision 
of  the  supreme  court  regarding  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  Arkansas  state  law  against  the 
double  standard.  Only  at  the  mines  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  near  Spudra  on  the  Arkansas  river  have  the 
miners  refused  to  go  to  work.  The  blackberries 
and  the  catfish  are  holding  out  well  there,  and 
so  long  as  they  can  provide  themselves  with 
food,  just  so  long  will  they  ignore  the  orders 
of  the  miners’  union,  the  demands  of  John 
Mitchell,  and  the  requests  of  the  operators. 

Mines  in  the  Novinger  district,  near  the  Iowa 
line  in  Missouri  are  still  idle,  the  operators 
declaring  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  strike 
settlement  the  cost  of  mining  in,  that  district 
would  be  too  great  and  the  profits  too  small. 
There  seems  to  be  no  immediate  prospect  of  a 
resumption  of  work  there  and  it  is  said  that 
many  of  the  miners  have  emigrated  from  that 
district.  Operators  of  the  Novinger  mines  are 
still  members  of  the  southwestern  association. 
Before  the  strike  the  coal  production  in  the 
district  was  about  10,000  tons. 

Causes  of  Short  Weights. 

Southwestern  operators  are  not  noticeably 
agitated  by  the  efforts  of  the  Missouri  and 
Kansas  Coal  Dealers’  Association  to  discover 
what  causes  short  weights  in  coal  shipments. 
There  have  been  no  manifest  results  from  the 
visit  last  week  of  W.  W.  Cleland,  Lawrence, 
Kas.,  president,  and  Henry  Nesbit,  Atchison, 
secretary.  They  said  at  the  time  that  they  were 
seeking  evidence  and  that  they  intended  visiting 
all  of  the  large  retailers  in  Kansas  City  and 
other  cities  in  Missouri  and  Kansas.  The  com¬ 


plaint  is  that  a  car  of  coal  shrinks  three  tons  in 
weight  between  the  time  it  is  shipped  and  the 
time  it  reaches  its  destination.  The  retailers 
want  to  find  out  at  whose  door  the  blame  for 
this  shrinkage  should  be  laid.  If  they  find  that 
the  association  is  to  blame  they  say  that  they 
will  ask  it  to  remedy  the  evil  at  once.  If  the 
association  then  fails  to  comply  with  the  demand 
the  dealers  say  they  will  sefek  relief  through  the 
legislatures  of  the  two  states.  The  same  course 
will  be  followed  if  the  railroads  are  found  to 
blame. 

A  large  operator  said  today  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  prevent  the  shrinkage  of  coal  en 
route  unless  a  new  method  of  shipping  was  in¬ 
stituted.  The  shrinkage,  he  said,  was  due  to 
many  causes.  The  jolting  of  the  car  is  partly 
responsible.  Much  is  stolen  during  the  journey, 
and  in  not  a  few  instances  railroad  employes 
shovel  off  many  pounds  at  different  points  to  be 
distributed  among  their  friends.  He  said  that 
the  only  way  to  prevent  shrinkages  was  to  ship 
the  coal  in  box  cars,  the  doors  of  which  would 
be  sealed  as  in  the  case  of  the  shipments  of 
other  commodities.  This  would  not  exactly  be 
inpracticable,  he  said,  but  would  be  inconvenient 
and  expensive  and  would  increase  the  price  of 
the  coal  to  both  dealers  and  consumers. 

Wabash  to  Stop  Using  Missouri  Coal. 

Citizens  of  Moberly  and  Huntsville,  Mo.,  are 
considerably  agitated  over  the  recent  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  Wabash  railroad  that  it  intended 
using  Illinois  coal  at  Moberly  on  its  chutes,  in¬ 
stead  of  Missouri  coal.  The  Wabash  shops  are 
at  Moberly  and  large  amounts  of  coal  arc  con¬ 
sumed  there  daily.  About  250  tons  or  ten  cars 
of  coal  are  used  per  day.  The  reason  given  for 
the  action  is  that  the  engine  men,  who  became 
accustomed  to  burn  Illinois  coal  during  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  work  in  the  filissouri  mines,  say  that 
the  Illinois  coal  burns  freer  and  is  not  so 
troublesome  to  fire  as  the  Missouri  product. 

Most  of  the  coal  that  had  been  used  in  the 
Wabash  shops  was  mined  in  Huntsville.  'I  he 
Huntsville  people  indignantly  deny  that  their  coal 
is  less  desirable  than  the  Illinois  product.  '1  hey 


say  that  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  no  bituminous 
coal  has  beaten  the  Huntsville  article  for  steam 
and  heating  purposes.  They  declare  that  there 
must  be  some  valid  reason  why  the  Wabash  has 
decided  to  buy  its  coal  in  another  state  and  haul 
it  to  Moberly  for  use,  other  than  that  the  quality 
of  the  Missouri  coal  is  not  up  to  the  standard 
of  the  Illinois  coal.  They  intimate  that  the 
Wabash  is  either  interested  in  the  Illinois  mines 
or  can  buy  the  coal  much  cheaper  than  the  Mis¬ 
souri  product.  . 

It  is  expected  that  about  the  middle  of  Sep¬ 
tember  an  auction  will  be  held  in  Topeka,  Kas., 
for  the  sale  of  every  parcel  of  the  property  of  the 
late  C.  J.  Devlin,  now  in  the  hands  of  trustees. 
Mr.  Devlin  was  at  one  time  one  of  the  largest 
coal  operators  in  the  southwest  and  the  coal 
properties  will  probably  be  among  the  other 
things  sold  to  settle  his  estate.  Many  of  the 
creditors  of  the  estate  have  signed  the  petition 
asking  the  trustees  to  order  the  sale  so  that  the 
affairs  of  the  estate  may  be  cleared  up.  A  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  creditors  has  been  called  for  August 
fourth,  when  the  plans  of  the  auction  will  be 
discussed.  The  properties  will  be  sold  for  cash. 

There  have  been  no  recent  changes  in  the 
prices  of  coal.  l  nc  operators  are  producing 
more  coal  than  is  needed  for  actual  consumption. 

I'he  average  of  production  is  said  to  be  about 
tbe  same  as  it  was  this  time  last  summer.. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  26. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— Up  to  Wednesday  evening  notb- 
ing  had  resulted  from  the  meeting  of  opera¬ 
tors  and  miners  of  the  eastern  Ohio  field  at 
Wheeling.  Conferences  have  been  in  progress 
there  since  Tuesday  and  it  is  presumed  the 
committee  is  threshing  over  the  same  questions 
that  came  up  in  the  meetings  here  last  week, 
at  which  time  it  was  the  machine  scale  that 
was  standing  in  the  way,  most  of  the  other 
questions  having  been  gotten  out  of  the  way, 
presumably  in  favor  of  the  miners.  From  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  standing  out,  they 
are  still  unwilling  to  yield  anything  in_  ex¬ 
change  for  the  points  which  they  have  gamed. 

From  all  the  information  at  hand,  it  is  in¬ 
ferred  that  all  the  operators  are  asking  is  that 
they  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis  regarding 
tbe  machine  scale  that  the  Hocking  Valley  and 
other  districts  enjoy.  The  same  old  tactics 
apply  in  this  case  as  in  all  others,  once  the 
miners  get  an  advantage,  no  matter  whether 
other  districts  have  it  or  not,  they  hang  to 
it  like  grim  death. 

Fair  Treatment  All  That  Is  Asked. 

After  allowing  the  miners  to  have  this  ad¬ 
vantage  for  years,  and  considering  that  they 
have  pretty  stiff  competition  this  year,  the 
operators  feel  that  they  should  now  have  the 
same  price  for  the  machine  work  that  the 
others  have  secured.  They  are  evidently  in  earn¬ 
est  over  the  matter,  as  they  refuse  to  make  a 
settlement  when  it  would  be  to  their  advantage 
otherwise  to  have  their  mines  at  work. 

However,  the  representative  of  The  Black 
Diamond  is  told  that  most  of  the  large  ship¬ 
pers  from  that  district  have  had  arrangements 
through  which  they  have  been  able  to  fill  their 
lake  orders  in  good  shape  and  perhaps  with 
coal  that  will  give  even  better  satisfaction  than 
their  own.  It  is  known  that  several  of  them 
have  been  shipping  a  large  amount  of  coal  for 
some  weeks  back. 

The  operators  and  miners  in  the  Massillon 
district  failed  to  reach  an  agreement.  The 
matter  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  coinmittee 
made  up  of  representatives  of  both  sides  for 
more  than  two  weeks,  but  it  seems  that  their 
work  did  not  yield  results.  On  account  of  the 
fact  that  this  coal  is  largely  used  for  domestic 
purposes  and  that  very  little  of  it  is  shipped 
by  lake,  the  operators  arc  not  so  anxious  to 
reach  an  early  settlement  in  that  district.  'I'lic 
retailers,  however,  would  like  to  have  a  settle¬ 
ment  reached,  as  a  late  resumption  of  work 
will  without  doubt  make  the  prices  higher  and 
this  tlicy  do  not  care  to  sec.  There  has  been 
quite  a  little  comment  regarding  the  prices  of 
this  coal  in  the  past,  especially  in  this  city. 

Statement  from  J.  H.  Winder. 

John  H.  Winder,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  fourteen,  is  <|iiotcd  in  a  local  paper  as  fol 


24 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  28 


lows:  “Were  the  fiKiires  availatile,  ]  believe 
they  would  show  that  the  miners  of  Ohio  lost 
money  by  their  recent  idleness,  even  though 
they  have  been  granted  an  increase  in  wages 
for  the  coming  two  years.  The  miners  have 
been  idle  .almost  four  months.  In  that  time 
the  companies  affected  lost  much  business  that 
it  may  be  impossible  to  regain  this  season. 
This  will  react  upon  the  men,  in  that  it  will 
reduce  their  work  just  so  much  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  season.  The  increase  they  re¬ 
ceive  will  not  make  it  up.  Practically,  the 
situation  has  been  cleared  up  throughout  the 
state,  as  but  one  field  is  idle  now  and  a  set¬ 
tlement  may  be  reached  there  this  week.’’ 

Reports  from  the  vessel  owners  are  to  the 
effect  that  the  call  for  boats  the  past  week  has 
been  greater  than  the  supply.  Considerable 


Mining 

Wheelinc.,  W.  Va.,  July  20. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Although  there  has  been  little  com¬ 
plaint  over  the  car  supply,  coal  shipjiers  have 
been  suffering  for  a  week  or  more  acutely  from 
traffic  congestion  at  terminal  points.  This  situa¬ 
tion  a])plies  forcibly  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
at  Wheeling,  Crafton  and  Holloway,  the  three 
divisional  centers  on  its  mai.n  line  which  handle 
the  coal  tonnage  for  its  territory,  east  and  west 
and  to  the  lakes. 

The  railroad  company  has  about  cleared  up  all 
this  trouble.  Freight  conductors  were  given 
orders  in  the  handling  of  local  and  through  ship¬ 
ments  in  a  way  that  helped  bring  relief.  The 
handicaps  to  coal  shipments  from  the  conges¬ 
tion  standpoint  developed  through  the  tax  on 
the  railroads  for  flat  cars,  which  they  h.ave  been 
endeavoring  to  move  to  San  Francisco  with  the 
right  of  way,  carrying  structural  steel  and  other 
shipments  for  the  coast.  Considerable  construc¬ 
tion  work  which  the  railroad  wants  accomplished 
also  induced  it  to  favor  flat  cars  hauling  railroad 
material. 

Causes  Delay  in  Lake  Shipments, 

At  Wheeling  and  at  Ffolloway  shipments  out 
of  the  Fairmont  region  are  diverted  to  the  lakes. 
With  the  yards  here  congested  the  coal  trains 
were  held  up  for  days  at  a  time.  It  is  not 
known  that  the  other  two  trunk  lines,  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  and  Norfolk  &  Western,  have 
suffered  in  the  same  respect,  but  it  is  believed 
they  have  suffered  in  sympathy  at  other  ter¬ 
minals  and  junctions. 

The  coke  company  injunction  suits  in  the 
Pocahontas  region  are  still  undecided.  Three 
hundred  loaded  coke  cars  were  tied  up  a  few 
days  ago  while  there  was  an  effort  made  to  dis¬ 
solve  the  injunction  restraining  the  Powhatan 
and  other  companies  from  giving  their  busi¬ 
ness  to  the  new  Producers’  coke  shipping  agency. 
'Heretofore  the  Pocahontas  Coke  Co.  had  been 
the  agency  for  the  Powhatan  and  other  com¬ 
panies.  'fhe  status  of  affairs  was  changed  to 
allow  the  use  of  the  cars  pending  a  final  out¬ 
come. 

Among  the  operators  interested  in  the  proceed¬ 
ings  who  were  present  at  Bluefield  were;  F.  F. 
'I'errell,  John  J.  Tierney,  Philip  Goodwill,  Ed¬ 
ward  Cooper,  L.  E,  Tierney,  Charles  S.  Thorne, 
John  J.  Lincoln,  R.  N.  Buford,  James  Elwood, 
W.  J.  Beals  and  Isaac  T.  Mann.  The  contest 
was  opened  up  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  Mr.  Tier¬ 
ney  and  associates  formed  a  new  coke  agency 
and  went  after  business  that  had  been  enjoyed 
by  the  Pocahontas  company. 

Production  in  the  Kanawha  Field. 

During  June  the  output  from  the  Kanawha 
field  on  the  Chesape.ake  &  Ohio  railroad  amounted 
to  413, .575  tons.  The  Kanawha  Fuel  led  with 
over  one-third  of  the  production.  Most  of  the 
coal  went  to  inland  points,  only  about  80,000 
tons  going  to  tidewater,  'fhe  coke  production 
was  7,410  tons.  Shipments  for  the  Kanawha  & 
IMichigan  railroad  mines  in  the  same  district 
for  the  month  are  not  available. 

Reports  have  reached  this  state  to  the  effect 
that  the  Norfolk,  "Va.,  coal  dealers  are  pretty 
well  satisfied  with  the  freight  reductions  at  that 
point,  which  bring  the  rate  down  to  $1.50  a  ton 


coal  has  been  coming  in,  enough,  in  fact,  to 
glut  the  market  temporarily.  But  this  is  due 
to  local  conditions  and  can  not  last,  as  the 
coal  mined  is  not  sufficient  tt)  keep  it  up.  Small 
boats  arc  scarce  and  shippers  looking  for  them 
have  been  disa])ointed  in  not  getting  their 
cargoes  off  as  soon  as  could  be  desired. 

It  is  said  that  the  middle  district  fjperators 
are  having  trouble  in  getting  the  supply  of  cars 
they  need  and  for  this  reason  the  mines  have 
been  running  rather  fitfully  for  some  time. 
That  section  supplies  a  considerable  percent¬ 
age  of  the  coal  lor  local  steam  use  and  as  the 
demand  is  not  strong  it  is  possibly  a  good 
thing  that  the  output  is  limited  at  present.  It 
will  at  least  enable  them  to  secure  a  better 
price  for  what  is  shipped. 


Virginia. 

for  coal  from  the  Pocahontas  and  Tug  River 
districts,  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  a  ton,  which  is 
five  cents  less  than  the  reduction  to  manufacturers 
recently  put  in  effect,  but  the  dealers  figure  that 
they  can  give  the  consumer  the  benefit  of  the 
reduction  and  extend  their  trade. 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  to  Build  Coke  Ovens. 

The  first  activity  in  the  coke  trade  near  Mor¬ 
gantown  since  Senator  Elkins  opened  several 
hundred  ovens  a  year  ago  has  been  shown  by 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  which  this  week  asked 
for  bids  for  the  building  of  125  ovens.  The  ovens 
will  be  of  the  bee-hive  type  and  smaller  than 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  July  2(). —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  hot  wave  has  not  been  con¬ 
ducive  to  good  business  in  the  coal  trade  but  it 
has  not  prevented  the  operators  and  dealers  from 
exerting  an  extra  effort  to  land  good  contracts 
for  the  coming  winter  season.  The  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  companies  are  working  hard  and  are 
reporting  an  excellent  outlook  for  the  fall  and 
winter. 

The  fact  that  there  is  but  little  doing  in  the 
way  of  actual  selling  now  is  not  worrying  them 
greatly  as  they  figure  it  will  not  he  long  until  the 
business  will  open  in  good  shape.  Within  the 
next  few  weeks  many  companies  expect  to  reap 
a  fair  harvest  supplying  the  schools  throughout 
the  state  with  their  winter  fuel.  This  trade  is 
just  opening  up  and  many  of  the  companies  here 
are  receiving  requests  from  school  corporations 
to  present  bids  within  the  next  month. 

There  is  more  work  than  usual  at  the  mines 
for  the  time  of  the  year  and  aside  from  the  row 
in  the  Linton  district  over  what  constitutes  a 
“reasonable  amount’’  of  slate  to  be  removed  by 
the  miners,  conditions  are  harmonious.  Most  of 
the  operators,  however,  are  confining  themselves 
to  getting  out  just  about  enough  coal  to  keep  their 
contracts  going.  Practically  no  free  coal  is  be¬ 
ing  consigned  to  this  market  and  some  of  the 
operators  say  they  are  not  sending  much  to 
Chicago  that  way. 

Prevailing  Indiana  Mine  Prices. 

The  prevailing  prices  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  fol¬ 
low:  Domestic  lump,  $1.60;  steam  lump,  $1.3S; 
egg,  $1.60;  nut,  $1.38;  mine-run,  $1,16;  crushed 
mine-run,  $1.16;  steam  egg,  $1.43;  screenings, 
eighty  cents.  Some  of  the  operators  are  shading 
these  prices  a  trifle  but  there  is  no  more  rate 
cutting  than  usual. 

The  situation  in  the  Linton  district  has  been 
so  ugly  that  it  has  threatened  to  involve  all  the 
mines  operated  by  the  operators’  association. 
The  miners  still  seem  determineil  to  have  their 
own  way  as  to  the  amount  of  slate  ihc.v  shall  re¬ 
move. 

President  Kolsem,  of  the  operators’  associa¬ 
tion,  and  his  associates,  have  been  trying  to  effect 
a  settlement  hut  the  miners  want  their  way  or 
a  suspension.  About  four  hundred  men  employed 


the  ones  in  use  in  that  part  of  West  "Virgmia. 
The  contract  for  the  opening  of  the  mine  has  been 
reserved  and  will  not  be  let  in  conjunction  with 
the  ovens.  The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  owns  a 
large  tract  of  coal  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Monongahela,  both  in  Monongalia  county,  W. 
Va.,  and  in  Greene  county.  Pa.,  which  adjoins. 
It  is  said  the  building  of  ovens  will  be  a  new 
venture  for  this  company,  which  has  confined 
its  attention  exclusively  formerly  to  shipping 
coal. 

.•\  boom  in  coal  lands  in  that  part  of  the  state 
is  looked  to  follow,  and  already  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  speculative  activity.  Prices  of  coal 
lands  there  have  been  advancing  steadily  from 
$15  an  acre  a  few  years  ago  to  $500  this  year. 
The  coal  is  believed  to  closely  approach  the 
Connellsville  article  in  coking  capacity. 

A  new  coal  town  is  projected  in  Marion 
county,  according  to  newspaper  rumor,  to  be 
located  at  Farmington  a  short  distance  from 
Fairmont.  The  western  Maryland  interests  are 
reported  as  being  behind  the  plans,  and  it  would 
not  be  surprising  if  they  were,  as  they  are  the 
owners  of  a  25,000  undeveloped  tract  which 
covers  that  vicinity.  It  was  bought  originally 
during  the  Wabash  excitement  and  formally 
transferred  to  them  a  few  months  ago. 

T.  J.  Houser,  superintendent  of  the  Tidewater 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  in  that  capacity  for  five 
years,  has  just  died  at  Bluefield  after  a  short 
illness,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight.  His  remains 
were  taken  to  Brookner,  Ohio,  for  interment. 

The  Elm  Grove  mine,  near  Wheeling,  has 
resumed  non-imion  operation  successfully.  It  is 
under  the  eastern  Ohio  jurisdiction.  'I'he  Glen¬ 
dale  mine,  just  south  of  Wheeling,  will  be  started 
likewise  soon,  as  the  company  has  ordered  the 
striking  employes  to  vacate  its  dwellings  or  be 
ejected. 


by  the  United  Fourth  Vein  Co.,  of  Linton,  and 
the  Summit  Coal  Co.  have  refused  to  work  under 
the  temporary  agreement  made  last  week. 

President  Mitchell  went  to  Terre  Haute  yes¬ 
terday  to  attempt  to  bring  about  a  settlement  but 
he  seemed  to  feel  before  he  left  the  headquarters 
here  that  the  miners  were  in  the  right.  An  effort 
was  made  at  the  recent  wage  conference  at  Terre 
Haute  to  settle  the  slate  question  but  it  was  a 
failure  because  the  miners  would  not  aeree  to 
remove  a  stipulated  amount.  It  was  finally  de¬ 
cided  that  the  old  conditions  re'at've  to  slate 
should  prevail.  The  operators  at  Linton  insisted 
that  a  “reasonahle  amount”  meant  one  car — or 
about  2,800  pounds  of  slate.  Miners  employed 
by  the  Summit  Coal  Co.  and  the  United  Fourth 
Vein  were  discharged  when  they  refused  to  re¬ 
move  a  car  load  and  their  associates  walked  out. 
Some  of  the  Vandalia  company  mines  were  threat¬ 
ened  but  the  men  went  to  work  again  under  the 
temporar\'  agreement. 

The  protracted  disagreement  and  the  evident 
determination  of  the  miners  to  have  their  own 
way  regardless  of  the  cost  to  the  operators, 
caused  the  latter  this  week  to  threaten  to  cut  off 
the  “check-off’’  system  if  the  question  is  not  set¬ 
tled  fairly  at  once.  This  threat  has  caused  many 
of  the  miners  to  talk  of  retaliating  by  calling  out 
all  the  men  in  the  Indiana  field.  It  is  generally 
admitted  that  the  outlook  is  not  bright  for  per¬ 
manent  peace  in  this  district. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  is  about  to  remove  its 
Linton  offices  to  Terre  Haute.  The  arrangements 
for  the  change  have  been  made.  John  Hewitt,  of 
Linton,  will  continue  at  Terre  Haute  as  general 
manager  hut  Winfield  Sponsler,  assistant  super¬ 
intendent,  has  resigned.  The  company  recently 
erected  a  handsome  two-story  office  building  in 
Terre  Haute. 

The  headquarters  of  the  mine  workers  here 
are  a  hotbed  of  opposition  to  Speaker  Cannon. 
President  Mitchell  is  keeping  very  quiet  as  to 
his  opinions  but  S.  M.  Sexton,  editor  of  the 
miners’  paper,  and  others  connected  with  the  or¬ 
ganization  are  outspoken  in  their  efforts  to  stir 
up  a  rev'olt  against  "Uncle  .Joe’’  in  the  Danville 
district.  The  miners  there  are  being  urged  to 
vote  against  his  candidacy  for  re-election  this 
\ear. 
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Detroit,  IMich.,  July  26. —  {^Special  Coiicspoiid 
)_An  idea  of  the  demoralized  condition  of 
the  Detroit  market  this  week  can  be  gathered 
from  the  fact  that  ten  carloads  of  West  Virginia 
run-of-mine  was  offered  for  seventy-five  cents 
without  takers.  A  speculator  who  had  ordered 
.several  cars  to  this  point  on  consignment  was 
verv  anxious  yesterday  to  get  rid  of  a  hig  lot 
of  three-quarter  inch  for  eighty-five  cents.  There 
are  four  hundred  cars  on  the  Michigan  Central 
tracks  in  this  city  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
sell  one  car  to  the  Detroit  trade.  Probably  not 
in  years  has  the  local  situation  been  so  bad  as 
it  is  today.  Meantime  the  outside  demand  is  good 
and  considerable  coal  is  sold  out  in  the  state. 

Prices  remain  fairly  firm  for  contract  coal, 
though  slack  shows  some  weakness.  Many  com¬ 
plaints  are  being  heard  from  shippers  that  they 
are  unable  to  get  boats  for  the  up-the-lake  ship¬ 
ments.  Many  vessels  are-  going  up  light  for  ore 
in  preference  to  waiting  for  their  turns  at  the 
docks.  They  save  more  time  by  passing  up  their 
coal  cargoes,  owing  to  the  better  price  they  get 
for  ore  cargoes.  Pocahontas  smokeless  is  com¬ 
ing  to  the  front.  The  market  is  strong  in  this 
variety  and  inquiries  are  coming  in  fast.  It  is 
predicted  that  smokeless  will  become  quite  a  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  western  trade. 

Prediction  that  Prices  Will  Go  Lower. 

Apropos  of  the  fact  that  the  bottom  has  been 
knocked  out  of  the  local  market,  a  prominent 
shipper  ventures  the  prediction  that  prices  will 
go  still  lower,  though  he  is  confident  that  there 
will  be  a  tremendous  demand  next  September 
and  prices  will  soar  high.  It  now  transpires  that 
the  big  factories  have  not  been  drawing  on  their 
surplus  ever  since  April  first.  It  seems  that  they 
were  buying  coal  right  along  during  the  contin¬ 
uance  of  the  strike  and  did  not  begin  to  draw  on 
the  surplus  until  after  the  strike  was  settled. 
Hence  they  all  have  considerable  on  hand  and 
will  not  run  short  for  at  least  another  month. 
Nobody  seems  inclined  to  take  the  advice  of  the 
shippers  who  tell  them  that  they  are  foolish  to 
touch  their  present  stock  when  they  can  buy 
coal  at  the  present  comparatively  low  prices.  But 
that  is  said  to  be  characteristic  of  Detroit. 

Besides  the  lack  of  lake  transportation,  there 


Columbus,  Ohio,  July  26. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  most  marked  feature  of  the 
Hocking  valley  coal  trade  at  present  writing  is 
the  heavy  tonnage  to  the  lakes,  a  happy  con¬ 
trast  to  conditions  last  July.  At  that  period 
the  lake  business  was  badly  demoralized,  owing 
to  the  fight  among  the  Hanna  interests  and 
their  rivals  in  eastern  Ohio,  which  had  forced 
prices  down  to  such  an  unprofitable  point  that 
some  of  the  larger  operators  in  this  field  stood 
aloof  from  them. 

This  season  there  appears  to  be  a  disposi¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  all  the  large  competing 
companies  to  sustain  prices  and  make  some 
money.  The  opportunities  for  realizing  the 
latter  aopear  to  be  better  than  for  a  long 
period.  The  docks  on  the  upper  lakes  are  well 
cleared  up  and  apparently  able  to  take  care 
of  all  the  coal  that  can  be  shipped  to  them 
from  now  on  until  the  close  of  navigation.  The 
most  serious  handicap  at  present  is  the  lack 
of  boats.  Although  contracts  between  vessel 
owners  and  the  big  lake  shippers  call  for  a 
service  from  the  former  that  shall  be  adequate 
for  all  demands,  there  is  much  complaint  about 
boats  going  back  light,  on  account  of  the  prof¬ 
itable  ore-carrying  rates,  rather  than  waiting 
to  take  on  a  cargo  of  coal. 

Serious  Car  Congestion  at  Toledo. 

.\s  a  result  the  railway  yards  at  Toledo  are 
reported  as  being  fairly  blockaded  with  Hock¬ 
ing  coal,  and  the  same  is  true  of  Detroit.  The 
Sunday  Creek  Co.  alone  has  60,000  tons  of  coal 
on  cars.  As  yet  there  has  been  very  little 


is  a  shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines,  the  trouble  in 
this  respect  having  started  much  earlier  than 
usual.  Though  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  has 
spent  a  mint  of  money  increasing  its  equipment,  it 
appears  that  it  has  not  been  able  to  keep  pace 
with  the  enormous  increase  in  the  general  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  country.  In  fact,  everybody  but  the 
poor  coal  speculator  seems  to  he  making  money. 
Were  there  a  big  demand  for  coal  today,  the  rail¬ 
roads  would  find  themselves  badly  handicapped 
by  this  car  shortage. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Sol.  Coolidge,  of  the  Young  &  Mauer  Coal  Co., 
of  Cleveland,  is  spending  a  few  days  in  this 
city. 

C.  M.  Beardsley,  of  Cleveland,  connected  with 
the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  is  visiting 
W.  C.  Clark,  of  this  city. 

W.  J.  Gebhard,  traveling  salesman  for  W.  J. 
Scully,  has  returned  to  the  home  office  after  a 
prosperous  trip  through  Michigan. 

Walter  J.  Mullins,  of  Cleveland,  producer  of 
Palmyra  and  Goshen  coal,  is  spending  a  few 
weeks  at  the  Colonial  hotel,  Mt.  Clemens. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  well  known  coal  man  of  Detroit, 
spent  last  Sunday  and  Monday  in  Columbus, 
Ohio.  He  found  business  pretty  dull  at  the 
mines. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  manager  for  the  Sunday  Creek 
Coal  Co.  in  this  city,  has  been  down  with  typhoid 
fever  since  last  Friday.  Latest  reports  indicate 
that  he  is  having  a  mild  form  of  the  disease. 

R.  C.  Cantelou,  traveling  sales  agent  for  Michi- 
<  an,  and  A.  W.  McKenzie,  agent  for  Ohio  and 
Indiana  for  the  Fairmont  and  Consolidation  Coal 
companies,  have  temporarily  left  the  road,  owing 
to  the  inability  of  the  company  to  take  on  any 
new  business. 

The  Wills  Creek  Coal  Co.,  which  recently 
took  over  .j,000  acres  of  the  Cambridge  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Co.'s  property,  consisting  of  two 
mines,  one  at  Pleasant  City  and  the  other  at 
Buffalo,  Ohio,  is  sinking  two  more  mines  on  the 
property.  This  will  make  the  Wills  Creek,  it  is 
claimed,  the  second  largest  producer  in  Ohio,  the 
Sunday  Creek  being  the  largest. 


scarcity  of  cars,  any  trouble  in  this  line  being 
local  and  due  more  to  the  inability  of  the  rail¬ 
way  companies  to  always  distribute  them 
promptly  than  to  actual  shortage,  but  a  very 
serious  car  famine  a  little  later  on  is  antici¬ 
pated,  when  domestic  dealers  begin  to  lay  in 
their  stocks. 

School  contract  business  and  thresher  coal 
is  giving  some  activity  to  the  general  market. 
The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  much  better 
than  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  partially 
as  a  result  of  exhausted  supplies  during  the 
strike.  Prices  are  well  maintained,  being  from 
ten  cents  to  twenty-five  cents  higher  than  were 
realized  a  year  ago.  An  advance  of  domestic 
lump  from  .-BL.rO  to,  $1.75,  with  a  corresponding 
increase  on  other  grades,  is  e.xpected  by  the 
middle  of  August,  or  at  least  by  September 
first.  Very  few  concerns  are  complaining  of 
lack  of  business,  and  a  number  report  being 
behind  with  their  orders. 

The  thill-vein  operators,  controlling  some 
twenty-five  mines  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Crooksville  district,  in  the  vicinity  of  Zanes¬ 
ville,  adjusted  differences  with  their  miners  on 
Friday  of  last  week  on  the  basis  of  a  slight 
advance  over  the  lt)04-5  scale,  and  are  proceed¬ 
ing  to  resume  work. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  of  the  Corbett  Coal  Co.,  De¬ 
troit,  was  in  Columbus  on  Monday. 

Two  officials  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  G.  F. 
Tettrick,  manager  of  stores,  and  C.  J.  .\ndrews. 
northern  sales  agent,  are  seriously  ill  with 


typhoid  fever,  the  former  at  Columbus  and  the 
latter  at  Detroit. 

Harry  Loomis,  of  the  National  Coal  Co., 
Akron,  paid  Columbus  a  visit  this  week. 

John  Henderson,  vice-president  of  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Fuel  Co.,  has  been  appointed  receiver 
of  the  Peerless  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  of  Jackson. 

James  Henchy,  of  the  Antler  Coal  Co., 
Welch,  W.  Va.,  has  been  paying  a  visit  to 
the  Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  whose  interests 
he  has  in  charge  on  the  N.  &  W.  lines. 

L.  M.  Breeden,  of  the  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  and 
also  president  of  the  new  Graham  Coal  Co., 
which  was  incorporated  a  few  days  since  for 
$25,000,  is  on  a  trip  to  the  mines  of  the  latter 
company,  at  Mason,  near  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Some  interesting  figures  have  just  been 
given  out  by  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  showing 
that  it  has  100.400  acres  of  coal  lands  under 
lease,  33,000  of  which  are  West  Virginia;  it 
has  forty-four  mining  plants  with  a  possible 
annual  production  of  10,599,000  tons  of  coal, 
and  381  coke  ovens,  with  a  capacity  of  210,000 
tons  annually;  it  operates  twenty-nine  mine 
stores;  has  under  lease  1,571  miners’  houses. 
The  total  revenue  of  the  company  for  the  nine 
months  ending  March  thirty-first,  1906,  was 
$4,664,790.  The  latest  improvement  of  the 
company  has  been  the  equipment  of  its  Duluth 
docks  with  electric  lights,  so  as  to  work  night 
as  well  as  day  shifts. 


Coal  Trade  in  The  South. 

Memphls,  Tcnn.,  July  2C.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The  wholesale  coal  firms  here  report 
a  good  demand  and  prices  firm,  a  trifle  better 
than  they  were  several  weeks  ago.  Ihe  retail 
trade  in  Memphis  the  present  summer  will  ex¬ 
ceed  in  volume  that  of  last  year,  but  no  recent 
price  changes  are  recorded.  W  ith  the  approach 
of  the  fall  cotton  market  period  and  the  start¬ 
ing  up  of  cotton  mills,  cottonseed  oil  mills  and 
the  like  on  an  enlarged  scale  the  anticipations 
are  for  a  much  larger  business  in  the  early  fall 
and  even  during  next  month. 

The  Brown  Coal  Co.  report  a  satisfactory 
wholesale  trade  and  their  retail  business  has 
held  its  own.  Mr.  Brown  recently  took  a  swing 
around  the  circle,  visiting  the  mines  from  which 
they  secure  their  coal.  He  looks  for  a  fine 
autumn  business  in  Memphis. 

The  Galloway  Coal  Co.  has  done  a  large  re¬ 
tail  business  this  present  summer,  as,  with  Mem¬ 
phis  free  of  quarantines  and  such  annoyances, 
the  people  have  stayed  at  home  and  consumed  a 
great  deal  more  coal  than  last  season  for  do¬ 
mestic  uses. 

Ed.  F.  Carroll  and  Peter  J.  Quigley,  prominent 
young  business  men  here,  have  bought  out  the 
business  of  the  Consumers’  Coal  Co.,  and  will 
operate  it  under  the  same  style.  Mr.  Carroll 
has  recently  been  a  valued  attache  of  the  office 
of  the  Bannon  Coal  Co.,  this  city,  while  Mr. 
Quigley  has  been  coimected  with  the  wholesale 
department  of  B.  Lowenstein  &  Bros,  for  eleven 
years.  The  company  under  its  new  ownership 
will  cater  both  to  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade. 
Its  yards  are  conveniently  located  at  Kansas  and 
Trainor  avenues. 

Nashville  Notes. 

The  Nashville  firms  report  that  July  trade  is 
proving  unusually  active.  Ihe  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness  is  showing  small  price  gains,  hut  retail  prices 
have  not  increased. 

riie  St.  Bernard  Mining  Co.  has  an  important 
office  in  Na.shville,  and  the  St.  Bernard  people 
also  have  several  yards  there.  James  R.  Love, 
manager  of  the  business  at  Nashville,  has  been 
with  the  company  for  thirty  years,  and  since 
1S9S  has  been  manager.  His  assistants  are  V'.  P- 
Finney  and  G.  .\.  Davis.  1  he  St.  Bernard  com¬ 
pany  has  its  mining  interests  in  Hopkins  county, 
Ky.l  one  of  the  first  coal  producing  counties  of 
that  state,  producing  as  it  docs  about  one-fourth 
the  entire  output  of  the  state.  1  he  company 
operates  eight  mines,  one  of  which  is  in  Webster 
county,  Kv.  It  employs  hundreds  of  men;  in¬ 
deed,  these  employes  with  their  families  make 
up  more  than  5.000  of  the  population  of  Earling- 
ton.  Barnslev.  Morton's  Gap.  St.  Charles  and 
Hecla.  Ky. 


The  Hocking  Valley  Coal  Trade. 
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Vested  Exclusively  in  the  Operator.” 

While  the  leaders  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  are  sound¬ 
ing  their  own  praises,  and  claiming  a  victory  in  the  form  of  settlement 
agreed  upon  in  the  Clearfield  district,  it  is  well  to  repeat  and  emphasize 
that  the  triumph  is  by  no  means  all  theirs,  or  even  chiefly,  on  their  side. 
In  certain  respects  they  seem  to  have  been  successful  in  securing  a  portion 
of  what  they  demanded,  namely  a  shorter  working  day,  and  an  advance  in 
wages.  Yet  even  here  the  appearance  is  greater  than  the  reality,  for  while 
the  wage  scale  agreed  upon  does  show  some  advance  over  that  of  last  year, 
it  should  be  remembered  that  the  men  did  not  have  to  fight  for  this.  As  long 
ago  as  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  last  April  the  operators  posted  at  the  mines 
a  scale  which  they  were  willing  to  pay  their  men.  That  this  very  same  scale 
is  the  one  finally  accepted  by  the  mine  workers  is  acknowledged  in  the  text 
of  the  agreement.  So,  while  the  men  were  fighting  for  an  advance,  it  would 
not  appear  that  the  advance  secured  was  forced  from  the  operators  by  any 
manner  of  means. 

But  even  if  the  union  officials  had  won  as  much  of  a  victory  as  claimed' 
in  these  respects,  by  far  the  greater  victory  is  on  the  other  side,  and  it  is 
this  which  we  wish  to  emphasize.  A  few  cents  gained  or  lost,  a  few  minutes 
more  or  less  per  day  of  work,  are  trifling  matters,  compared  with  the  estab¬ 
lishment  or  maintenance  of  a  principle.  In  this  latter  achievement  is  to  be 
found  the  triumph  of  the  operators  of  the  Clearfield  district. 

By  far  the  most  important  clause  in  the  agreement  is  this :  “The  right 
to  hire  and  discharge,  the  management  of  the  mine  and  the  direction  of  the 
working  force,  are  vested  exclusively  in  the  operator,  and  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  shall  not  abridge  that  right.”  This  right  of  employers 
is  so  fundamental  and  so  necessary  to  the  successful  carrying  on  of  any 


business  or  industry  that  it  seems  incredible  that  it  should  ever  have  been 
questioned.  Yet  it  is  against  this  very  right  that  the  assaults  of  organized 
labor  have  been  chiefly  directed  for  several  years,  and  often  with  marked 
success. 

One  of  the  most  offensive  claims  of  organized  labor  is  the  pretended 
right  to  dictate  as  to  who  shall  be  employed  and  who  shall  not  be.  The  dis¬ 
charge  of  some  union  man,  no  matter  how  good  the  reason,  or  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  some  non-union  man,  no  matter  how  competent  and  faithful, 
has  been  the  occasion  of  more  strikes  and  more  strife  in  recent  years  than 
any  refusal  to  grant  reasonable  demands  regarding  wages,  hours  or  other 
conditions  of  labor. 

The  principle  of  the  open  shop  is  founded  on  “the  right  to  hire  and 
discharge”  as  being  “vested  exclusively  in  the  operator,”  and  the  denial  of 
this  vested  right  is  the  basis  of  the  modern  demand  for  the  dosed  shop. 
Such  a  demand  therefore  is  a  denial  of  a  most  fundamental  right,  as  re¬ 
gards  the  employer,  and  of  an  equally  fundamental  right  of  the  worker, 
that  of  accepting  employment  or  leaving  it,  free  from  dictation  by  any  indi¬ 
vidual  or  any  organization.  These  are  necessary  elements  in  the  “inalienable 
right”  to  “life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness”  which  is  supposed  to 
be  a  birthright,  and  their  denial  is  a  denial  of  that  .right  and  an  interference 
with  that  individual  freedom  and  equality  before  the  laws  which  it  is  the 
purpose  of  our  political  institutions  to  establish,  maintain  and  protect. 

By  forcing  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  to  recede  from  the 
stand  which  they  have  taken  and  admit  that  these  rights  are  “vested  ex¬ 
clusively  in  the  operator,”  the  anthracite  operators  first  and  now  those  of 
the  bituminous  field  of  Pennsylvania,  have  put  the  open  shop  principle  into 
efifect,  and  the  miners  have  been  compelled  to  accept  it  or  go  without  work. 
It  is  a  victory  which  should  not  be  forgotten.  The  way  has  been  blazed  and 
every  agreement  from  this  time  forth  should  follow  it,  for  it  would  work 
to  the  benefit  of  both  labor  and  capital,  by  removing  a  great  menace  both  to 
national  prosperity  and  to  individual  rights  and  liberty. 

The  Work  of  the  Geological  Survey. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  just  made  public  announcement 
of  its  plans  for  the  continuance,  during  the  present  season,  of  its  extensive 
and  important  investigations  regarding  the  coal  deposits  in  the  United 
States.  The  full  program  is  given  in  our  news  columns.  While  the  work 
in  hand  will  include  much  of  purely  scientific  interest,  one  of  the  prime 
purposes  of  the  survey  is  to  obtain  and  publish  data  in  the  highest  degree 
useful  to  those  engaged  in  locating,  opening  and  operating  coal  mines. 

For  example,  in  certain  of  the  most  important  coal-bearing  regions 
the  work  includes  a  survey  in  the  more  restricted  sense  of  the  term,  extended, 
accurate  work  with  the  instruments  which  will  make  possible  the  publication 
of  complete  topographic  maps.  These  maps  show  not  only  the  location  of 
mines,  outcrops  and  veins,  but,  as  well,  the  “dip”  of  the  veins  and  the  exact 
elevation  of  all  important  points.  Possessing  only  the  data  given  on  the 
map  of  a  single  quadrangle,  the  operators  and  mining  engineers  working  in 
the  small  territory  which  it  covers  find  themselves  materially  helped  in  many 
ways,  such  as  the  more  ready  determination  of  important  relationships,  and 
the  estimating  of  the  probable  depth  to  a  certain  vein  at  a  given  point. 

As  the  work  progresses  and  this  mapping  of  the  various  quadrangles, 
into  which  the  survey  divides  the  country,  is  completed,  their  correlation 
will  bring  out  the  true  relationships-  of  the  coal  deposits  over  e.xtended 
areas  in  ways  directly  advantageous  to  commercial  interests.  Incidentally, 
it  will  bring  to  an  end  many  controversies  as  to  whether  two  or  more  mines 
in  the  same  competitive  district  are  producing  from  the  same  or  from  dif¬ 
ferent  veins. 

An  even  more  valuable  part  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  government 
is  that  of  actual  exploration  in  undeveloped  or  little  known  fields.  In  this 
department  of  its  activity  the  geological  survey  employs  and  combines  the 
researches  of  geologists,  chemists  and  physicists,  together  with  the  meas¬ 
urements  of  engineers,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  coal  de¬ 
posits  of  a  given  district  are  of  sufficiently  high  quality  and  found  in  large 
enough  quantity  to  give  them  commercial  value. 

The  results  of  this  work  are  published  from  time  to  time  in  “Economic 
Bulletins”  for  gratuitous  circulation.  These  publications  are  of  the  utmost 
value  to  persons  contemplating  development  work  in  new  or  untried  fields, 
and  have  already  in  the  past  served  the  two  excellent  purposes  of  preventing 
the  sinking  of  capital  where  profitable  operation  would  have  been  doubt¬ 
ful  or  impossible,  and  of  leading  directly  to  the  development  of  regions 
previously  not  known  to  be  desen’edly  inviting  to  capital. 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey  has  produced  results  equally 
valuable  in  its  investigation  of  main'  of  the  other  mineral  resources  of  the 
country,  but  taking  into  consideration  only  its  discoveries  and  publications 
relating  to  coal,  it  deserves  fullest  appreciation  as  one  of  the  most  useful 
forms  of  governmental  activit}',  and  should  receive  from  congress  appro¬ 
priations  sufficiently  ample  to  prevent  any  crippling  of  its  usefulness. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


M.  E.  Mogg,  general  manager  of  the  Mogg 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  was  a  Cincinnati  business 
visitor  during  the  week. 

The  Kline  Brothers  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  of 
Evanston,  III,  has  increased  its  capital  stock 
from  $10,000  to  $20,000. 

H.  M.  Jewett,  of  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks, 
Detroit  and  Chicago,  is  away  on  a  European 
tour  and  will  not  return  until  fall. 

The  W.  B.  Stone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
has  filed  the  necessary  papers  decreasing  its  cap¬ 
ital  stock  from  $75,000  to  $35,000. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  taking 
a  trip  around  the  lakes  this  week  starting  from 
Cleveland. 

It  is  reported  that  152,478  tons  of  anthracite 
and  883,200  tons  of  bituminous  coal  were  received 
at  Wisconsin  lake  ports  during  the  first  six 
months  of  1900. 

C.  M.  Moderwell,  of  C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  made  a  flying  trip  to  New 
York  city  this  week.  He  left  Chicago  on  Sunday 
and  reached  home  on  Wednesday. 

Over  one  hundred  candidates  for  positions  as 
mine  managers,  mine  examiners  and  hoisting  en¬ 
gineers  took  the  examination  held  in  Springfield, 
Ill.,  last  week  by  the  state  mining  board. 

J.  A.  Agee,  president  of  the  Springfield  _  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  home  from  New  York  city,  -where 
he  passed  a  very  pleasant  two  weeks,  combining 
business  with  pleasure. 

W  P.  Rend  and  Joseph  Rend,  of  the  Rend 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  spent  part  of  this  week  m 
Columbus,  Ohio,  and  then  went  on  to  the  Po¬ 
cahontas  district  of  West  Virginia,  where  they 
are  negotiating  for  a  large  tract  of  coal  land. 

The  Martin-Howe  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
1,000  acres  of  coal  land  at  Bicknell,  Ind.,  and  a 
shaft  is  being  sunk  on  the  property.  The  output 
of  this  mine  will  be  handled  by  the  Bedford 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

That  genial  genius,  Harry  VanAuken,  of  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Toledo  and  several  other  places,  has  turned 
up  again  and  the  proprietor  of  the  Occidental 
Hotel  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  mourns  the  loss  of 
a  large  hotel  bill  contracted  by  the  elusive  Harry. 

Sidney  Hostler,  of  the  Hostler  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  although  a 
hustler  in  the  coal  trade,  is  not  able  to  expend 
all  of  his  energy  in  business.  He  is  also  an 
automobile  enthusiast  and  had  a  machine  in  the 
century  race  to  Elgin  and  back  on  Thursday  of 
this  week. 

The  Champaign  Coal  Co.  is  a  new  retail  con¬ 
cern  recently  organized  at  Champaign,  Ill.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  this  week 
the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year;  President,  Theodore  L.  Block;  vice- 
president,  F.  Hegenbart;  secretary,  F.  A.  Wilske, 
and  William  M.  Graham,  treasurer.  . 

C.  C.  Hawkins  &  Son  have  purchased  the  old 
Ehrmann  yard  at  205  Thirty-fifth  street,  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  will  conduct  a  general  retail  jobbing 
business.  Mr.  Hawkins  has  just  returned  from 
a  southern  Indiana  trip  and  announces  that  he  has 
secured  the  agency  for  the  coals  mined  by  the 
Jackson  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Zeller,  McClel¬ 
lan  &  Co.  and  the  Lower  Vein  Coal  Co. 

W.  E.  Barbour  &  Co.  have  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  510  feet  in  length  along  the  St.  Paul 
road  at  the  corner  of  Noyes  street  and  Noyes 
place,  Evanston,  and  a  coal  yard  modern  in  every 
respect  is  in  course  of  construction.  Hay,  grain 
and  building  material  will  be  handled  as  well 
as  all  kinds  of  coal.  This  concern  has  another 
yard  at  Racine  avenue  and  Roscoe  street,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

The  S.  W.  Little  Coal  Co.,  of  Evansville,  Ind., 
which  recently  increased  its  capital  stock,  has 


opened  up  a  new  mine  on  the  Blackburn  prop¬ 
erty,  two  miles  north  of  Petersburg.  It  has 
struck  one  of  the  best  veins  in  the  county.  The 
coal  is  seven  feet  and  four  inches  thick  and  of 
very  excellent  quality.  It  is  said  to  he  next 
to  the  largest  vein  in  the  state.  The  company 
is  preparing  to  sink  another  shaft  on  the  same 
property. 

The  steamer  Powell  Stackhouse,  with  9,700  tons 
of  soft  coal,  was  unloaded  recently  at  the  dock 
of  the  Milwaukee  Coke  &  Gas  Co.  by  their  two 
“Brownhoist”  steam  rigs,  equipped  with  two-ton 
grab  buckets,  in  thirty-nine  hours’  actual  working 
time,  an  average  of  249  tons  per  hour,  or  12414 
tons  per  hour  per  rig.  The  unloading  of  the  en¬ 
tire  cargo,  including  the  cleaning  up,  was  done 
by  grab  buckets,  and  for  the  first  ten  hours  each 
machine  averaged  160  tons  per  hour. 

O.  L.  Garrison,  of  St.  Louis,  president  of  the 
St.  Louis  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his  family,  left  home  on  July  seventh 
for  an  extended  trip  through  the  northwest.  A 
letter  recently  received  tells  of  a  most  enjoyable 
ten  days  spent  in  a  leisurely  tour  of  the  Yel¬ 
lowstone  National  Park.  From  the  Yellowstone 
the  party  went  to  Seattle,  from  whence  they  sailed 
on  Friday  of  last  week  for  Alaska,  where  they 
expect  to  spend  several  weeks,  returning  home 
the  last  of  August. 

The  negro  miners  employed  in  the  Brazil 
block  district  are  making  strenuous  objections  to 
the  strike  fund  assessment  of  fifty  cents  a  week 
levied  to  support  the  men  who  have  been  out 
of  work  in  the  Linton  field.  The  Linton  miners 
will  not  permit  a  negro  to  work  with  them  or  to 
live  in  their  neighborhood,  using  physical  force 
if  necessary  to  run  out  of  the  town  every  colored 
man  who  appears  in  Linton,  so  very  naturally 
those  in  the  Brazil  district  are  sore  because 
they  have  to  help  support  their  enemies. 

The  Black  Diamonds  were  defeated  by  the 
Derings  in  a  well  played  game  of  baseball  at 
Washington  Park  last  Saturday  by  a  score  of 
ten  to  nine.  The  close  score  made  an  excit¬ 
ing  contest  and  a  large  crowd  enjoyed  the  game 
immensely.  The  Black  Diamonds  will  play  the 
Wellstons  captained  by  Frank  Posta  today  at 
Taylor  street  and  Douglas  boulevard.  Alderman 
Kohout  of  the  Thirty-fourth  ward,  has  been  se¬ 
cured  to  umpire  the  contest  and  a  good  game 
will  reward  the  fans  who  make  the  trip  to  the 
west  side. 

S.  C.  Schenck,  the  W.  C.  Luhnow  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  New  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  are  try¬ 
ing  to  find  Michael  Kubiak,  a  local  coal  dealer 
having  yards  at  712  North  Ashland  avenue,  and 
1189  North  Robey  street,  who  is  said  to  have 
dissipated  the  contents  of  both  yards  in  fast 
living  and  then  disappeared,  abandoning  a  wife 
and  family.  Kubiak,  however,  owns  real  estate 
valued  at  $10,000,  and  the  coal  companies  named 
being  creditors  to  a  large  amount,  have  had  a 
receiver  appointed  by  Judge  Bethea  and  are  seek¬ 
ing  to  recover  the  amount  of  their  claims  which 
aggregate  $2,200. 

The  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  railroad  has 
sold  its  interest  in  the  Osage  Mining  Co.  in 
Indian  Territory  to  William  Busby  and  his  asso¬ 
ciates.  The  property  was  transferred  on  a  basis 
of  $300,000  valuation.  Of  this  sum  Mr.  Busby 
increased  his  holding  with  $100,000  of  the  stock, 
his  partners  taking  the  remainder.  Extensive 
improvements  are  under  way  at  the  iiusby  group 
of  mines  and  within  a  short  time  1,000  men  will 
be  put  to  work.  The  labor  agencies  in  the  large 
cities  are  sending  men  to  the  coal  belt  as  fast  as 
the  trains  can  carry  them.  The  demand  for  the 
coal  is  far  greater  than  the  supply  at  the  present 
time. 

The  Milwaukee  Solvay  Coke  Co.  has  added  an 
electric  automobile,  built  by  the  Vehicle  Equip¬ 
ment  Co.,  of  New  York,  to  its  equipment  for  haul¬ 
ing  coke.  The  machine  will  be  used  exclusively 
for  delivering  coke  to  the  public  schools  and  on 
either  side  of  it  are  large  signs  reading,  “Loaded 
with  Milwaukee  Solvay  Coke  for  Milwaukee  Puh- 
lic  Schools.”  The  machine  is  a  powerful  affair 


of  seven  horsepower,  has  a  capacity  of  seven  tons, 
and  weighs  over  five  tons  when  empty.  It  is 
run  by  storage  batteries  and  contains  forty-two 
cells  of  twenty-one  and  one-half  volts  each  and 
can  run  thirty-five  miles  on  one  charge.  Its 
speed  is  thirty-five  miles  per  hour. 

Contracts  have  been  placed  for  all  the  material 
and  supplies  for  the  construction  and  equipment 
of  the  Youngstown  &  Ohio  River  electric  rail¬ 
way,  which  is  being  developed  south  from 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  by  a  local  syndicate.  The 
contracts  for  the  construction  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  Cleveland  Construction  Co.,  and  work  is 
already  under  way  at  a  number  of  points.  This 
company  will  have  one  special  advantage  when 
it  begins  the  operation  of  the  line.  Its  power 
station  is  to  be  located  on  a  tract  of  land  along¬ 
side  a  coal  mine.  The  mine  is  in  operation  and 
the  company  will  have  its  fuel  at  the  price  of 
mining  and  hoisting  and  save  the  freight  charges, 
which  ordinarily  doubles  the  price. 

E.  L.  Wolford,  secretary  of  the  United  Fourth 
Vein  Coal  Co.,  of  Linton,  Ind.,  was  in  town  on 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  this  week  on  com¬ 
pany  business.  Although  his  company  was  at 
the  time  involved  in  a  vexatious  strike  at  its 
Black  Creek  and  Summit  mines,  Mr.  Wolford 
seemed  as  optimistic  as  ever  and  prophesied  good 
times  ahead  for  the  coal  trade.  Thursdav  mop¬ 
ing  he  received  a  message  from  Linton  stating 
that  a  settlement  of  the  strike  had  been  ar¬ 
ranged  and  that  the  men  would  go  to  work  to¬ 
day.  The  miners  went  out  about  two  weeks  ago 
on  account  of  a  grievance  regarding  the  removal 
of  slate.  The  Indiana  agreement  provides  that 
the  miner  shall  remove  “a  reasonable  amount.” 
The  Linton  miners  seemed  to  think  that  such 
an  amount  was  no  slate  at  all.  Under  the  agree¬ 
ment  reached  Wednesday  night,  with  the  aid  of 
John  Mitchell,  the  miners  are  to  return  to  work 
and  hereafter  will  remove  without  extra  payment 
the  same  amount  of  slate  which  was  customary 
previous  to  the  April  strike.  What  this  amount 
is  to  be  will  be  determined  by  Wellington  O’Con¬ 
nor,  Indiana  state  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  and  Phil  Penna,  secretary  of  the  In¬ 
diana  operators’  association,  after  taking  testi¬ 
mony  from  those  familiar  with  past  practice. 
Both  parties  have  bound  themselves  to  accept 
as  final  the  decision  of  this  commission. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  last  June  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  shipped 
a  car  loaded  with  Hocking  domestic  lump  coal 
to  W.  R.  Quincy,  doing  business  at  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.  In  due  time  the  coal  reached  its  destina¬ 
tion  and  was  inspected  by  the  consignee  who 
refused  to  accept  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
not  Hocking  coal  but  some  inferior  grade.  After 
some  delay  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.  disposed 
of  the  shipment  to  other  parties,  fortunately  at 
the  same  price  at  which  it  was  originally  billed 
to  Quincy,  but  in  doing  so  was  put  to  much  in¬ 
convenience  and  expense,  including  a  bill  of 
eighteen  dollars  for  car  service.^  In  view  of 
Quincy’s  alleged  reason  for  refusing  the  coal  a 
thorough  investigation  as  to  the  facts  has  been 
made  and  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.  has  in  its 
possession  an  affidavit  from  an  officer  of  the 
mine  from  which  the  coal  was  shipped  proving 
conclusively  that  the  car  was  loaded  precisely 
with  what  it  purported  to  contain,  and  was 
shipped  while  thus  loaded.  The  evidence  was 
submitted  to  Quincy  and  he  wp  asked  to  make 
flood  the  loss  occasioned  by  his  action,  at  least 
to  the  extent  of  paying  the  bill  for  car  service, 
but  he  flatly  refused  to  give  any  satisfaction 
whatever.  This  experience  of  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  Co.  is  not  an  isolated  case.  It  is  charac¬ 
teristic  of  a  certain  class  of  petty  souls  at  re¬ 
mote  points  who  endeavor  to  get  the  best  of  the 
wholesalers  by  placing  orders  and  then  refusing 
to  accept  it  on  delivery,  hoping  to  buy  it  in  at  a 
greatly  reduced  price,  thereby  enhancing  their 
own  profits  at  the  expense  of  the  helpless  ship¬ 
per.  In  the  instance  cited  the  shipper  was  for¬ 
tunate  in  having  another  customer  at  a  point 
sufficiently  near  to  make  it  possible  to  trans-ship 
the  coal.  But  such  luck  is  by  no  means  universal. 
It  ought  to  be  possible  for  wliolesalers  to  co¬ 
operate  in  some  manner  for  mutual  protection 
against  this  class  of  swindlers. 
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At  the  I'irst  animal  pow-wow  of  the  Kokoals, 
held  this  month  in  Chicago,  the  nominating 
committee  set  for  itself  a  high  standard,  re¬ 
solving  that  only  strong  men  should  he  recom¬ 
mended  for  the  various  offices,  men  who  had 
already  demonstrated  their  ability  as  business 
men  and  attained  recognized  standing  in  the 
coal  trade  in  different  sections  of  the  country. 
By  their  unanimous  adojition  of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  nominations  the  delegates  testified  their 


Pratt  Thompson. 


endorsement  of  the  judgment  displayed  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  selections. 

The  Black  Diamond,  in  its  issue  of  July  foi;r- 
teenth,  gave  to  its  readers  a  picture  and  brief 
sketch  of  the  new  Modoc,  A.  O.  Tandy,  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  We  now  add  to  our  hall  of  fame  three 
others  of  the  new  officers. 

PrattThompson,of  Hartford, Ct. 

First  in  order  is  the  new  Baron,  Pratt 
Thompson,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  a  man  young 
in  years  hut  old  in  business  experience.  Mr. 
Thompson  began  his  business  career  as  book¬ 
keeper  for  Wm.  A.  Jepson,  the  Boston  whole¬ 
sale  coal  dealer,  on  January  first,  1899.  Later 
he  severed  his  connection  with  Mr.  Jepson  to 
accept  a  higher  position  with  the  Cambria  Coal 
Mining  Co.  Last  year  Mr.  Thompson  decided 
to  start  in  business  for  himself  and  opened  up 
in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  under  the  name  of 
Pratt  Thompson  &  Co.  On  the  sixteenth  of 
the  present  month,  in  connection  with  F.  H. 
Johnston,  president  of  the  City  Coal  &  Wood 
Co.,  New  Britain,  Conn.;  W.  A.  Clark,  of  the 
W.  A.  Clark  Coal  Co.,  Northampton,  Mass., 
and  G.  U.  Kierstead,  of  the  City  Coal  Co., 
Hartford,  Conn.,  Mr.  Thompson  organized  The 
Eastern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  headquarters 
at  Hartford,  Conn.  He  became  a  member  of 
the  Order  Kokoal  on  December  fourteenth  of 
last  year  and  was  appointed  Scout  on  the  same 
day. 


H.  W.  Shadle,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Henry  W.  Shadle,  Baronel  of  the  Order  Ko¬ 
koal,  and  one  of  the  eleven  sentries  for  the 
ensuing  year,  representing  the  order  in  Minne¬ 
sota  and  the  Dakotas,  has  been  in  the  coal 
business  in  St.  Paul  and  the  northwest  for  the 
past  twenty-three  years.  He  was  born  at 
Williamsport,  I’a.,  February  twenty-fifth,  ISOO. 
Immediately  after  the  Civil  War  his  parents 
removed  to  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  where  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
in  the  Fredericksburg  Military  Institute.  After 
leaving  the  institute,  where  he  received  a  mili¬ 
tary  as  well  as  a  commercial  education,  he 
organized  a  volunteer  militia  company,  known 
as  the  I'redtricksburg  Grays,  Company  G,  Third 
Virginia  regiment,  which  is  still  in  existence, 
and  which  took  part  in  the  Spanish-American 
war. 

In  1889  Mr.  Shadle  went  to  St.  Paul,  imme¬ 
diately  accepting  a  position  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  with  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Lewis,  and  re¬ 
maining  with  that  firm  for  five  years.  In  1888 
he  became  general  sales  agent  for  the  Pioneer 
Fuel  Co.,  in  St.  Paul,  and  in  1891,  upon  the 
retirement  of  C.  G.  Lewis,  he  was  appointed 
general  manager  of  the  company.  In  1894  he 
iiecame  general  salesman  for  the  Lehigh  Valley 


H.  W.  Shadle. 

Coal  Co.,  when  they  opened  their  offices  in 
this  territory.  In  1899,  when  the  Jones  & 
Adams  Co.  opened  their  sales  office  in  St. 
Paul  for  the  northwest,  Mr.  Shadle  became 
connected  with  it  as  general  northwestern 
agent  and  has  been  connected  with  this  com¬ 
pany  since  that  date.  In  January,  1906,  he  was 
also  appointed  sales  agent  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  in  St.  Paul,  looking  after  the  whole¬ 
sale  interests  of  that  company  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Shadle’s  long  experience  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  business  in  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and 
the  northwest  has  given  him  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  made  him  well  known  to  the  entire 
coal  trade  of  the  northwest. 

Mr.  Shadle  has  not  only  been  active  and 
successful  in  the  coal  business,  but  he  has  been 


prominent  in  the  commercial  and  social  life 
of  St.  Paul.  Among  the  organizations  with 
which  he  is  identified  are  the  St.  Paul  Com¬ 
mercial  Club,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  mem- 
iier;  the  United  Commercial  Club,  Council  No. 
:>(),  the  Business  League  of  St.  Paul,  and  a 
number  of  social  orders,  the  last  but  not  the 
least  of  which  is  the  Order  Kokoal. 

C.  E.  Lester,  of  New  York. 

The  newly  elected  Mazumer,  Charles  E. 
Lester,  of  New  York  city,  is  one  of  the  most 
energetic  and  jirogressive  coal  men  in  the  east. 
He  has  steadily  pushed  his  way  up  in  the  trade, 
due  to  good  judgment,  ability  and  aggressive¬ 
ness,  and  fully  merits  the  position  and  re¬ 
sponsibilities  to  whicli  he  has  attained.  With 
his  valuable  experience  in  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  the  coal  trade,  in  both  the  min¬ 
ing  and  selling  of  coal,  he  is  fully  equipped  for 
successful  work.  Born  in  the  State  of  Con¬ 
necticut  in  1871,  his  parents  shortly  afterward 
moved  to  New  Haven,  wliere  he  received  his 
education.  In  1886  he  accepted  his  first  posi¬ 
tion,  as  office  boy,  with  F.  A.  Potts  &  Co.,  New 


C.  E.  Lester. 


York  city.  After  serving  in  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  the  company  he  was  given  the  po¬ 
sition  of  traveling  salesman  early  in  the  nine¬ 
ties,  continuing  until  1899,  when  a  similar  and 
more  attractive  proposition  was  made  him  by 
W.  C.  Mason  &  Co.,  to  cover  New  England  ter¬ 
ritory.  In  1902  he  was  appointed  New  York 
sales  agent  for  this  company,  and  it  is  said  that 
owing  to  the  large  amount  of  business  which 
he  controlled  his  promotion  to  become  man¬ 
ager  of  the  New  York  office  followed  in  1909. 
Mr.  Mason  having  died  last  summer,  his  busi¬ 
ness  was  taken  over  and  reorganized  as  \\b  C. 
Mason  &  Co.,  Inc.  Mr.  Lester  took  an  active 
share  in  this  work  and  was  chosen  as  vice- 
president  of  the  new  companj'  on  February 
first  of  this  year. 

Permit  us  to  congratulate  you  for  your  good 
efforts  in  the  direction  of  putting  before  the 
coal  trade,  and  especially  the  coal  dealers 
throughout  the  country,  such  live  topics  as  the 
demurrage  question  and  the  questionable  prac¬ 
tices  of  those  engaged  in  the  traffic  in  coal. 

On  the  subject  of  demurrage  charges  you  have 
evidently  neither  “capitulated  with  the  enemy,’’ 
as  one  is  tempted  to  think  one  of  your  foremost 
competitors  has  done,  nor  are  you  going  to  sleep 
over  the  matter. 

Your  attitude  on  such  subjects  very  greatly 
increases  the  value  of  your  publication  to  your 
subscribers. — Buck  Bros.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
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Geologic  Work  in  Coal  Fields. 


The  work  of  investigating  the  coal  and  oil 
deposits  of  the  United  States,  carried  on  by  the 
Geological  Survey,  is  under  the  direction  of  Al. 
R.  Campbell.  During  the  present  season  his 
headquarters  will  be  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  he 
will  spend  most  of  his  time  in  visiting  the  various 
parties  engaged  in  the  w'ork. 

George  H.  Ashley  will  hcive  genera.1  charge  oi 
geologic  w'ork  in  the  northern  Appalachian  coal 
fields  including  investigations  in  Pejinsylvania, 
West  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  He  will 
have  personal  supervision  of  the  Pennsylvania 
work,  which  includes  the  survey  of  several  quad¬ 
rangles. 

Pennsylvania. 


The  geological  work  in  the  _  bituminous  coal 
fields  of  Pennsylvania  which  is  carried  on  in 
co-operation  with  the  State  will  include  a  stiuly 
of  the  geology  of  the  Johnstown,  Clarion,  pe- 
wickley,  and  a  part  of  the  Foxburg  quadrangles, 
the  towns  from  which  these  quadrangles  take 
their  names  giving  their  approximate  positions. 
Work  in  the  Clarion  quadrangle  has  been  in 
progress  since  Alay  first.  Work  on  the  other 
quadrangles  started  about  the  middle  of  July. 
The  work  in  the  Johnstown  quadrangle  will  be 
in  charge  of  W.  C.  Phalen,  with  whoin  vvill  be 
associated  Professor  Frederick  B.  Peck,  ot 
Easton  Pa.  Work  on  the  Clarion  quadrangle, 
which  ’was  started  in  1005,  will  be  carried  on  by 
W  T  Griswold  and  Edwin  F.  Lines.  The  Se 
wickley  work  will  be  in  charge  of  AI.  J.  Mi""'”- 
Both  Mr  Lines  and  Air.  Alunn  will  probably 
geologize  in  the  Foxburg  quadrangle.  In  the 
Clarion,  Sewickley  and  Foxburg  quadrangles  the 
bulk  of  the  geologic  data  is  obtained  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  running  of  the  fly  levels,  which  is 
one  stage  of  the  topographic  mapping  of  those 
quadrangles.  As  a  result  of  this  method,  the 
exact  location  and  elevation  of  all  mines,  coal 
and  other  rock  outcrops,  oil  and  gas  wells  are 
located  instrumentally  and  exactly,  yielding  data 
which  makes  it  possible  to  draw  the  outcrop  lines 
and  to  show  the  structure  with  extreme  accuracy. 
As  the  work  already  done  in  the  State  has  ’’'sarly 
covered  the  area  of  Washington  county,  R.  vV. 
Stone  will  do  such  additional  field  work  as  is 
necessary  to  completely  cover  the  county  and  will 
then  prepare  a  bulletin  on  the  economic  resoui  ces 
of  that  county  as  a  whole.  Air.  Ashley  will  spend 
some  time  in  each  of  the  quadrangles  named  and 
will  also  give  some  time  to  the  Punxsutawney, 
Houtzdale  and  Curwensville  quadrangles  and  to 
other  areas,  studying  problems  that  have  a  bear- 
ing  on  the  geology  of  those  quadrangles. 


West  Virginia,  Virginia  and  Alabama. 

The  Survey  is  not  planning  to  undertake  any 
new  work  in  West  Virginia  this  season.  ^  Air. 
Ashley  will  spend  a  short  time  in  the  field  m  the 
Nicholas  and  Kanawha  Falls  quadrangles, 
studying  some  unsettled  problems,  and  will  prob¬ 
ably  devote  some  time  to  the  study  of  the  high 
level  gravels  of  Teay  Valley  west  of  Charleston, 
W.  Va.  .  ,  , 

A  reconnaissance  study  of  part  of  the  coal 
field  of  Virginia  in  Dickinson  county  will  be 
undertaken,  during  the  present  season,  by  R-  W. 
Stone,  assisted  by  E.  AI.  Dawson,  Jr.  The 
region  in  question  is  one  about  which  .very  little 
is  known  at  present,  but  which  is  destined  to 
come  to  public  attention  very  soon,  as  the  South 
and  Western  railroad  is  now  laying  its  tracks 
across  the  field  toward  the  Breaks  of  Sandy.  1  he 
region  is  reported  to  be  rich  in  coal. 

Charles  Butts  will  continue  his  examination  of 
the  coal  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  giving  particular  attention  to  the  coal  beds 
of  the  Cahaba  coal  field. 


Kentucky  and  Illinois. 


the  publication  of  the  folio  on  that  quadrangle. 
In  Pike  county  R.  W.  Stone,  assisted  by  E.  Al. 
Dawson,  Jr.,  will  examine  a  portion  of  the  Elk- 
horn  coal  field  in  connection  with  a  study  of  a 
portion  of  the  State  of  Virginia  lying  immediately 
south  and  southeast. 

Frank  W.  DeWolf  will  make  a  survey  of  two 
small  quadrangles  in  the  coal  field  of  southern 
Illinois  in  co-operation  with  the  State  Geological 
Survey. 

Particular  attention  will  be  given  this  year  to 
the  coal  fields  of  _  the  Rocky  Alountain  region. 
Work  will  be  carried  on  In  Alontana,  Washing¬ 
ton,  Wyoming,  Colorado,  Utah  and  New  Alex- 
ico. 

Montana,  Wyoming  and  Washington. 

Professor  A.  G.  Leonard  will  make  a  recon¬ 
naissance  examination  of  the  coal  field  of  eastern 
Alontana  in  the  territory  lying  between  the  Yel- 
lowstone  and  Alissouri  rivers.  This  work^  will 
be  done  primarily  for  the  purpo.se  of  determining 
the  value  of  the  lignite  beds,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
information  will  be  obtained  regarding  the  rela¬ 
tion  of  the  Laramie  and  Fort  Union  formations. 

C.  A.  Fisher  will  make  a  detailed  reconnais¬ 
sance  survey  of  the  Great  halls  coal  field  of 
Alontana,  beginning  in  the  vicinity  of  Belt  and 
working  westward  and  northward  along  the  east¬ 
ern  front  of  the  mountains.  I'his  region  contains 
some  of  the  most  valuable  coal  in  Alontana,  and 
it  is  expected  that  Air.  Fisher’s  work  will  yield 
valuable  results. 

A.  R.  Schultz  will  be  engaged  in  a  reconnais¬ 
sance  survey  of  the  coal  fields  of  northern  Uinta 
county,  AVyo.  This  will  be  an  exte.nsion  of  tbe 
work  carried  on  by  Alessrs.  Veatch  and  Schultz 
during  the  past  year  in  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  State.  He  will  begin  his  work  in  the  vicinity 
of  Kemmerer  on  the  Oregon  Short  Line  and  will 
work  northward  as  conditions  will  permit. 

A.  C.  Veatch  will  make  a  detailed  examina¬ 
tion  of  some  of  the  coal  fields  along  the  Fhiion 
Pacific  railroad  in  the  vicinity  of  Rawlins,  AVyo. 
This  work  will  connect  on  the  south  with  the 
work  done  by  Air.  Gale  in  the  Yampa  coal 
field  of  Colorado,  and  will  extend  to  the  north 
and  east  to  the  limits  of  the  coal  fields. 

Professor  Henry  La.ndes  will  make  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  fields  of  Washington  and  pre¬ 
pare  a  general  report  dealing  with  the  geology 
of  the  coal  fields,  and  the  economic  and  com¬ 
mercial  conditions. 

Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  Utah. 

AI.  K.  Shaler  will  make  a  reconnaissance  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  great  coal  field  lying  in  north¬ 
western  New  Mexico,  beginning  at  Durango, 
Colo.,  and  working  southwestward  to  'Gallup.  N. 
Alex.  This  is  a  region  in  which  extensive  devel¬ 
opments  are  expected  in  the  near  future.  The 
Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railroad  has  already  built 
a  branch  line  from  Durango  to  Farmington,  and 
it  is  rumored  that  the  Southern  Pacific  will  build 
a  line  through  this  field,  which  will  give  them  an 
outlet  to  Denver. 

Hoyt  S.  Gale  will  continue -the  work  earned 
on  by  him  during  the  past  year  in  the  A^ampa 
coal  field  of  Colorado  to  the  south  into  the  White 
River  region,  and  his  work  will  extend  south 
across  Grand  river  near  Glenwood  Springs,  if 
time  permits.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important 
coal  fields  of  Colorado,  and  the  results  of  this 
examination  promise  to  be  of  great  economic 
importance. 

George  B.  Richardson  will  make  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Book  Cliffs  coal  field  of  Colorado  and 
Utah.  He  will  begin  work  at  Grand  Junction, 
Colo.,  and  will  go  westward  across  Green  river 
to  the  .Sunnyside  mine  in  Utah.  Ihis  is  almost 
unknown  territory,  but,  according  to  report,  car¬ 
ries  thick  beds  of  high-grade  coal. 


W.  C.  Phalen,  who  last  year  studied  the  geol¬ 
ogy  of  the  northeastern  corner  of  Kentucky,  spent 
some  time  during  the  past  spring  in  gathering 
additional  data  in  that  area  for  a  bulletin  on  the 
economic  resources  of  the  Kenova  quadrangle, 
which  covers  all  of  Boyd  and  much  of  Lawrence 
counties,  with  parts  of  Elliott,  Carter  ajid  Green¬ 
up  counties.  Air.  Ashley  will  give  some  attention 
to  the  problem  of  the  high  level  gravels  of  that 
quadrangle  and  adjacent  regions  preparatory  to 


V 

We  read  your  paper  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure.  What  we  like  best  about  The  Bl.xck 
Diamond  are  the  articles  published  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Yard  Manager,  wherein  are  any 
number  of  good  suggestions,  most  profitable  to 
one  who  acts  on  them. — The  Dalrymple-IIastings 
Co.,  ATorristown,  N.  J. 
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Stealing  Figures  Jtgain. 

The  last  issue  of  the  Coal  I  raiic  Journal  of 
New  A'^ork  contains  an  article  under  the  cap¬ 
tion,  “Why  Chicago  'I'rade  Has  Been  Dull,” 
and  the  writer,  who  signs  himself  "J.  B.  AI.,” 
brazenly  pilfers  two  tables  of  statistics  which 
were  comiiiled  by  the  Chicago  Bureau  of  Coal 
Statistics  in  the  office  of  The  Black  Dia.mond. 

It  has  been  over  three  years  since  these  Cap¬ 
tain  Kidd  tactics  have  been  indulged  in  by 
our  eastern  contemporary  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
this  last  fall  from  grace  will  be  followed  by 
:it  least  another  three  years  of  self-restraint 
from  plagiarism.  “Give  credit  where  credit  is 
due”  expresses  a  beautiful  sentiment,  and  the 
Coal  Trade  Journal  agreed  that  this  was  the 
proper  thing  to  do  three  years  ago.  Have  they 
changed  this  policy  to  one  of  forgetfulness 
when  credit  should  be  given? 

THE  YAMPA  VALLEY  COAL  FIELD. 

Among  tjie  articles  in  the  forthcoming  annual 
publication  of  the  United  States  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey,  which  is  poiiularly  known  as  “The  Economic 
Bulletin,”  will  lie  a  preliminary  report  on  the 
A'ampa  coal  field  of  Routt  county,  Colorado.  This, 
report  is  particularly  imiiortant,  says  the  Bulletin, 
since  the  field  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  in 
Colorado,  in  respect  to  its  areal  e.xtent,  the  number 
and  thickness  of  its  coal  beds,  and  the  (|ua!ity  of 
its  coal. 

Although  in  a  general  way  the  A'ampa  coal  field 
has  been  known  for  a  great  many  years,  says  the 
report,  it  has  been  practically  inaccessible  and 
consequently  little  has  been  done  toward  its  thor¬ 
ough  exploitation  or  development.  It  is,  however, 
the  announced  intention  of  the  Denver,  North¬ 
western  &  Pacific  railroad,  generally  known  as  the 
Aloffat  road,  to  extend  its  present  line  from  Alid- 
dle  Park  through  Gore  canon,  and  thence  across 
the  Yampa  valley.  AA’hen  this  is  done  the  A’ampa 
coal  field  will  hecome  one  of  the  important  sources 
of  coal  supply  of  the  state. 

The  field,  which  covers  practically  1,200  square 
miles,  centers  about  a  broad  area  of  rolling  coun¬ 
try  in  the  vicinity  of  Hayden.  It  is  bounded  by  a 
sharply  dissected  rim  of  sandstone  ridges  rising 
from  1,200  to  1,500  feet  above  drainage  level. 
AAampa  river  cuts  across  the  field  in  a  westerly 
direction,  and  it  is  down  this  valley  that  the 
surveys  for  the  Aloffat  road  have  been  made. 

The  coals  of  this  field  are  for  the  most  part 
bituminous,  although  anthracite  of  e.xcellent  qual¬ 
ity  is  known  to  occur  within  a  certain  limited 
area. 

The  field  was  carefully  studied  by  Alessrs.  N. 
AI.  Fenneman,  and  Hoyt  S.  Gale,  who,  in  the 
paper  mentioned,  describe  numerous  outcrops  of 
the  coal,  and  the  geologic  structure  of  dips  of  the 
beds  into  the  various  basins.  Alany  samples  were 
collected  by  them  of  representative  coals  in  the 
field,  and  analyses  were  made  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  N.  \V.  Lord,  of  Ohio  State  University, 
at  the  laboratory  of  the  geological  survey  coal 
testing  plant,  St.  Louis,  AIo. 

Three  groups  of  coal  beds  arc  described,  which 
in  the  field  arc  known  as  the  upper,  middle  and 
lower  groups.  Each  group  of  coal  seams  has  a 
vertical  thickness  of  from  200  to  400  feet,  and  the 
several  groups  arc  separated  by  500  to  1,000  feet 
of  barren  shale  and  sandstone.  'I'he  number  and 
thickness  of  the  coal  beds  constituting  each  group 
vary  from  place  to  place.  luit  usually  there  are  at 
least  three  scams  of  workable  thickness  and  a 
number  of  smaller  beds  in  each  group.  The  larg¬ 
est  bed  of  coal  reported  from  the  field  has  a 
thickness  of  about  twenty  feet. 

The  anthracite  field  lies  north  of  A'’anipa  river, 
and  the  character  of  the  coal  is  due  to  igneous 
intrusions.  At  the  present  time  this  part  of  the 
field  is  attracting  more  attention  than  any  other, 
but  the  report  shows  that  although  containing  coal 
of  a  higher  grade,  it  is  of  a  limited  geographic 
extent,  and  probably  will  not  be  so  valuable  as 
many  have  supposed. 


K.  P.  Ruysschert  &  Co.,  mining  operators,  arc 
preparing  to  install  a  $15,(i0()  steam  shovel  at  their 
coal  beds  along  the  Santa  I'c,  near  Tulsa,  I.  T.. 
which  will  make  it  possible  to  lo.ad  tw<i  hundred 
cars  of  coal  dailv.  Tulsa  coal  is  stripped  and 
is  of  a  good  quality,  standing  exposure  well  and 
burns  freely.  It  is  used  considerably  by  the 
h'risco  and  other  roads  traversing  the  Territory. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOU  MINE 
OPERATORS 

By  Geo.  Harrison 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  for  Ohio. 


Tlierc  is  no  subject  of  greater  importance  to 
mine  managers  or  tliat  affects  the  operation  of 
mines  more  directly  tlian  that  of  ventilation. 

l''rom  an  econom¬ 
ical  standpoint  there 
is  no  one  element  with 
a  greater  bearing  on 
the  production  of  coal 
both  in  amount  and 
in  its  cost  per  ton  on 
board  the  railroad 
cars  at  the  tipple.  If 
a  mine  is  well  venti¬ 
lated  with  an  abund¬ 
ant  volume  of  pure 
air  continually  sweep¬ 
ing  along  the  hall¬ 
ways  and  through  the 
inner  working  places 
of  the  miners,  and 
driving  the  powder 
smoke  and  impurities 
find  the  miners,  mule 
drivers  and  day  men  at  their  particular  posts  and 
eager  to  make  the  most  of  their  time. 

When  we  find  a  mine  with  a  sluggish,  meager 
current,  impregnated  with  impurities,  doors  and 
stoppings  out  of  repair,  the  black  damp  oozing 
from  old  workings  and  lurking  along  the  en¬ 
tries,  and  a  vapory  mist  settled  along  the  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  miners’  working  place  so  that  one  is 
unable  to  discern  the  faintest  flicker  of  flame 
from  his  lamp  until  within  a  few  feet  of  him, 
we  And  a  mine  where  there  is  continual  discon¬ 
tent,  and  the  coal  is  usually  very  costly.  Under 
such  circumstances  we  find  mule  drivers  and  day 
men  performing  their  work  under  difficulties  and 
disadvantages  that  discourage  them,  and  they  be¬ 
come  indifferent  as  to  results.  _  ' 

Men  who  mine  the  coal,  or  load  it,  instead  of 
being  in  their  working  place  taking  advantage 
of  every  moment  of  their  time  to  increase  their 
daily  earnings,  are  too  often  found  in  groups  in 
the  entry,  or  at  some  point  far  enough  from  the 
face  where  they  can  get  a  breath  of  the  current 
whether  it  may  be  very  pure  or  not.  They  are 
usually  out  of  humor,  complaining  of  aching 
limbs  or  headache,  caused  by  the_  black  damp  or 
foul  air,  discussing  defective  airways,  broken 
doors,  impaired  brattices  and  other  real  or 
imaginary  grievances,  often  abusing  the  mine 
management  and  mine  inspectors  in  not  very 
choice  language  for  their  neglect  of  duty  and 
very  naturally  ready  to  grasp  at  any  excuse  to 
leave  their  work  long  before  the  proper  quitting 
time. 

The  above  eonditions,  we  are  pleased  to  say,  are 
the  exception,  but  still  we  find  them  much  more 
frequently  than  is  necessary,  and  such  conditions 
give  the  mine  inspector  considerable  annoyance 
and  necessitates  his  giving  an  order  to  reduce 
the  number  of  miners  or  probably  stop  the  whole 
operation  until  such  improvements  as  the  law 
requires  are  completed. 

We  regret  to  say  that,  judging  from  the  tone 
of  the  complaints  from  some  mine  bosses,  they 
seem  to  think  that  some  of  our  district  in¬ 
spectors  enjoy  issuing  an  order  to  curtail  the 
operation  of  a  mine,  when  we  are  positive  that 
out  of  consideration  for  operators  and  in  order 
to  avoid  miners  losing  time,  as  well  as  granting 
mine  bosses  every  leniency,  the  last  and  most 
unpleasant  duty  of  an  inspector  is  to  even  sug¬ 
gest  the  stoppage  of  any  part  of  a  mine. 

Effect  of  Haulage  System  on  Ventilation. 

In  late  years  the  system  of  hauling  coal  ex¬ 
traordinarily  long  distances  by  tail-rope  and  elec¬ 
tric  motor  has  had  its  effect  on  mine  ventilation. 
A  few  years  ago  it  was  the  pception  to  see  a 
mine  with  a  capacity  of  handling  over  one  thou¬ 
sand  tons  of  coal  per  day,  and  seldom  did  a  com¬ 
pany  anticipate  working  more  than  two  hundred 


or  three  hundred  acres  of  territory  from  one 
opening,  realizing  that  it  was  cheaper,  especially 
where  the  veins  lay  above  water  level,  to  make  a 
new  opening  than  to  continue  the  cost  of  main¬ 
taining  long  haulage. 

The  new  methods  of  long  distance  high  speed 
haulage  has  induced  coal  companies  to  acquire 
large  possessions  of  adjacent  coal  lands  and  re¬ 
develop  their  old  mines,  rather  than  seek  new 
locations  for  openings, _  avoiding  the  building  of 
new  tipples,  or  extending  railroad  switches  and 
reaching  large  bodies  of  coal  that  could  not  pos¬ 
sibly  be  reached  by  overland  railroad  tracks. 

The  new  developments  are  almost  universally 
equipped  with  electric  mining  machines,  large 
mine  cars  and  high  speed  haulage,  the  calcula¬ 
tion  being  to  increase  the  production  probably 
two,  three  or  four  times  its  original  daily  output. 
All  such  mines  were  originally  opened  as  pick 
mines,  the  opening,  entries  and  airways  and  all 
equipment  being  in  keeping  with  custom  at  the 
time  of  opening,  the  entries  usually  running  six  or 
seven  feet  wide,  seldom  ever  more  than  eight 
feet. 

In  the  majority  of  the  mines  referred  to  the 
coal  is  now  hauled  by  electric  motor  or  tail-rope 
one  and  one-half  or  two  miles  through  the  old 
original  territory  in  the  old  main  entry,  which  is 
also  used  as  the  inlet  or  return  for  the  air  cur¬ 
rent,  which  in  itself  is  often  too  small  an  area 
for  the  volume  required  to  supply  _  to  the  in¬ 
creased  number  of  men  employed  in  the  new 
development,  but  when  we  realize  that  there  is  a 
long  trip  of  large  mine  cars  which  almost  fills 
the  whole  space  in  the  entry,  running  at  high 
speed  to  and  fro  from  morning  until  quitting 
time,  drawing  the  black  damp  from  old  workings, 
continually  buffeting  and  interrupting  the  ven¬ 
tilating  current,  it  is  very  easy  to  imagine  how 
impossible  it  is  to  maintain  proper  ventilation 
under  such  circumstances. 

In  such  mines  as  referred  to  in  this  article, 
there  ought  to  be  two  separate  and  distinct  open¬ 
ings  in  the  interior  of  the  mine,  and  the  ventila¬ 
tion  ought  to  be  independent  and  not  liable  to 
fluctuations  caused  by  the  travel  of  long  trips  of 
cars  propelled  by  high  speed  power  of  any  de¬ 
scription.  Haulways  of  this  character  should 
never,  under  any  circumstances,  be  used  as  an 
intake  or  return  airway. 

Electric  Wiring  of  Mines. 

The  careless  and  unsystematic  placing  of 
wires  in  mines  for  the  purpose  of  conducting 
that  invisible,  deadly  power,  electricity,  and  the 
number  of  accidents  resulting  from  employes 
coming  in  contact  with  them,  is  a  matter  which 
will  sooner  or  later  force  itself  on  the  attention 
of  the  law-making  power  of  the  state  and  compel 
the  enactment  of  stringent  legislation. 

That  electricity  as  an  element  of  power  in 
the  production  of  coal  is  not  only  necessary  from 
a  standpoint  of  competition,  but  that  its  use  in 
every  legitimate  way  in  the  advancement  of 
civilization  is  justified,  is  acknowledged  by  every 
progressive  man.  It  is,  however,  highly  essential 
that  the  greatest  caution  be  exercised  in  its  ap¬ 
plication  so  as  to  avoid  loss  of  life  or  injury  to 
persons  coming  in  co.ntact  with  it. 

Many  of  the  largest  mines  in  Ohio  now  using 
electricity  were  formerly  pick  mines,  and  have 
been  developed  into  electric  mining-machine 
mines  beyond  a  territory  worked  out  on  the  old 
pick  mining  system.  In  many  cases  there  is  but 
one  narrow  entry  that  penetrates  and  extends 
through  the  old  worked-out  territory  to  the  new 
development,  which,  of  necessity,  must  be  used 
as  a  motor  haulway  and  traveling  way  as  well  for 
employes  who  are  employed  therein.  In  this 
entry  it  is  also  necessary  to  have  the  motor  wire 
and  the  positive  and  negative  wires  on  which  to 
conduct  the  electricity  to  operate  the  mining  ma¬ 
chines,  etc.  This  is  not  all.  We  often  find  a 


line  or  two  of  water  or  steam  pipes  strung  along 
one  side  or  the  other  of  the  track.  Consider  a 
space  probably  eight  feet  wide  and  four  and  one- 
half  or  five  feet  high,  containing  all  this  para¬ 
phernalia  and  a  trip  of  mine  cars  propelled  by 
an  electric  motor  at  a  speed  of  ten  miles  an  hour, 
and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  difficult  it  is  for 
miners  to  travel  in  and  out  without  rubbing 
against  a  live  wire  or  being  caught  by  a  pass¬ 
ing  trip  of  cars. 

This  condition  of  things,  we  regret  to  say,  in 
some  instances,  can  not  be  well  avoided,  and,  if 
any  radical  changes  were  enforced,  it  would 
mean  the  closing  down  or  abandonment  of  the 
mine,  but  there  are  a  number  of  cases  where 
openings  could  be  provided  at  the  head  of  the 
workings  at  nominal  cost,  and  used  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  miners  traveling  in  and  out  of  the  mine 
free  from  dangers  incident  to  traveling  in  the 
main  haulway. 

There  were  six  fatal  accidents  during  the  year 
resulting  from  contact  with  electric  wires  in 
mines  in  Ohio.  Four  were  reported  from  Jeffer¬ 
son,  one  from  Belmont  and  one  from  Noble 
county,  all  the  victims  being  foreign-speaking 
men.  This  may  not  seem  a  very  large  number  of 
fatal  accidents,  considering  the  amount  of  coal 
produced,  and  handled  by  electricity,  but  if 
proper  care  and  foresight  is  used  in  the  placing 
of  wires,  which  can  very  easily  be  done,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  opening  of  new  mines,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  fatal  accidents  from  this  cause 
can  almost  entirely  be  eliminated.  It  is  also  very 
noticeable  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  fatal 
accidents  from  coming  in  contact  with  electric¬ 
ity  are  where  a  high  power  of  five  hundred  or 
five  hundred  and  fifty  volts  are  carried,  which 
also  seems  unnecessary,  as  it  is  fatal  to  those 
whose  misfortune  it  is  to  come  in  contact  with 
them. 

Some  manufacturers  of  high  power  electric  ma¬ 
chinery  and  mine  operators  who  desire  to  use 
such  may  take  exception  to  a  raising  of  the 
question  of  limited  voltage,  but  we  feel  that_  it 
is  but  fair  to  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  mine 
operators  in  the  state  to  say  that  they  are  suc¬ 
cessfully  operating  their  mines  with  a  power  not 
to  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  volts,  which,  in 
few  cases,  proves  fatal  where  persons  stumble 
against  the  wire,  and  these  operators  ought  not 
to  be  charged  in  common  for  the  loss  of  life 
with  those  who  use  an  unnecessary'  and  exces¬ 
sively  dangerous  power,  and  under  whose  opera¬ 
tions  these  accidents  almost  exclusively  occur. 

Second  Openings  for  Mines. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  the  year  1904, 
following  our  appointment  as  chief  inspector,  we 
discovered  that  quite  a  number  of  mines  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  both  shaft  and  drift,  were  being 
operated  with  an  unlimited  number  of  miners 
without  being  provided  with  a  second  opening 
or  escapement  way,  as  required  by  section  297 
of  the  mining  laws,  and  that  there  was  a  general 
misconception  or  misinterpretation  of  that  section 
of  the  law.  Many  operators  assumed  the  position 
that  shaft  mines  with  but  one  opening  could  be 
operated  indefinitely  if  not  more  than  twenty 
miners  were  employed  at  any  one  time,  and  that 
there  was  no  law  to  restrict  the  number  of  min¬ 
ers  employ'ed  at  any  one  time  until  a  mine  had 
been  in  operation  at  least  one  year  after  the  first 
shipment  of  coal,  that  time  being  allowed  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  second  opening. 

This  view  also  having  been  held  by  many  of 
the  inspectors  from  time  to  time,  there  did  not 
seem  to  ever  have  been  any  very  definite  action 
taken  by  the  department  on  that  point,  and  in 
consequence  we  deemed  it  advisable  to  have  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  general  of  the  state.  This 
official  fully  sustains  the  opinion  that  a  shaft 
mine  can  only  be  operated  for  the  purpose  of 
making  communication  between  the  two  open- 


i 

f 

f 

from  them,  we  invariably 


No.  4] 


31 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


ings,  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  apart,  and 
that  not  more  than  twenty  men  can  be  employed 
at  any  one  time  for  that  purpose,  and  that  it 
is  unlawful  for  men  to  be  working  for  the 
purpose  of  development  of  a  mine  or  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  or  for  any  other  purpose  than 
making  a  connection  between  two  openings  until 
two  separate  and  distinct  means  of  ingress  and 
egress  are  provided. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  opinion  referred  to  on 
this  point  that  in  opening  a  shaft  mine  hereafter 
it  will  be  necessary  to  make  a  second  open¬ 
ing  at  the  same  time  and  make  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  before  the  work  of  development  can  pro¬ 
ceed. 

Owing  to  the  above  causes  we  found  some  of 
the  oldest  mines  in  the  state  without  lawful  sec¬ 
ond  openings  and  the  operators  very  reluctant 
to  make  them,  notwithstanding  some  of  their 
mines  were  a  veritable  death-trap.  The 
strongest  reason  which  they  offered  for  not 
doing  so  was  the  fact  that_  they  had  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  operate  their  mines  so  many  years 
without  a  second  escapement  way,  and  that  no 
lives  had  been  lost  at  their  mines  from  that  cause. 

Not  desiring  to  inflict  any  hardship  on  either 
operators  or  miners  by  taking  ajiy  radical  action 
that  might  close  the  mines  during  the  busy  sea¬ 
son  in  the  winter,  we  awaited  action,  except  in 
cases  where  there  was  evidence  of  imminent 
danger,  until  weather  conditions  would  permit 
in  the  spring  of  the  present  year.  About  the  first 
of  March,  however,  a  general  order  was  given  by 
every  inspector  and  the  law  providing  for  second 
openings  strictly  enforced  in  every  instance,  the 
result  being  that  more  escapement  ways  vvere 
provided  during  this  year  than  in  any  previous 
year  in  the  history  of  this  department. 


S.  D.  Warrineron  Labor  Unions. 

S.  D.  Warriner,  general  manager  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Company,  and  a  member  of  the  con¬ 
ciliation  board,  recently  delivered  an  interesting 
speech  to  the  students  of  Lehigh  University,  his 
subject  being  “The  Man  of  the  Hour.”  In  the 
course  of  his  address  Mr.  Warriner  clearly 
brought  out  the  fallacious  ideas  upon  which 
much  of  present-day  unionism  is  based.  He 
said :  .... 

“I  can  not,  within  my  limited  time,  go  into 
an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  merits  or  faults 
of  labor  unionism.  There  have  always  been 
labor  unions  from  the  days  of  Moses,  and  they 
will  always  exist.  I  do  not  decry  them,  for  I 
believe  them,  properly  organized,  to  be  a  power 
for  good.  The  trouble  with  them,  as  with  other 
fads  and  fetiches  in  our  social  system,  is  they  rest 
upon  false  theories. 

“John  Mitchell,  who  is  perhaps  the  ablest  ex¬ 
ponent  of  labor  unionism  today,  says  ‘the  aver¬ 
age  wage  earner  has  made  up  his  mind  that  he 
must  always  remain  a  wage  earner,’  and  that 
therefore  ‘the  reward  for  his  work  be  given  to 
him  as  a  workman.’  To  ensure  this  reward  he 
forms  a  labor  union  which  is  based,  as  the 
same  authority  says,  upon  the  principle  ‘of  the 
absolute  and  complete  prohibition  of  contracts 
between  employers  and  individual  men.’  What 
’  a  pitiful  disregard  of  personal  ambition,  personal 
individuality  and  personal  efficiency.  _  This  prin¬ 
ciple  involves  the  attempt  to  monopolize,  to  force, 
to  limit  productiveness,  and  to  sink  the  spirit 
of  progressiveness  in  the  quagmire  laziness,  de¬ 
spondency  and  worthlessness. 

“This  theory  of  unionism  attempts-  to_  apply 
the  Aesop  fable  of  the  man  Who  showed  his  sons 
the  value  of  co-operation  by  the  bundle  of  sticks 
too  strong  to  break  collectively  but  easily  broken 
stick  by  stick.  It  is  a  theory  which  tries  to 
establish  the  principle  that  numbers  add  to  indi¬ 
vidual  strength,  that  the  strong  help  along  the 
weak,  and  the  weakness  of  one  is  lost  in  the 
strength  of  the  whole.  The  theory  is  false,  com- 
munistic  and  impracticable. 

Why  the  Theory  is  False. 

“It  is  not  true  that  each  workman  has  the 
same  interests  as  his  neighbor,  for  his  ability  is 
not  the  same,  and  he  therefore  does  not  perform 
an  identical  function,  and  even  if  it  were  true  he 
did,  the  weakness  of  one,  as  in  the  fibres  of  a 
rope,  impairs  the  strength  of  the  whole;  nay 
more,  if  it  is  true,  as  I  maintain,  that  each  work¬ 
man  has  a  separate  function  to  perform,  the 
weakest  member  of  such  a  labor  union  as  surely 


drags  down  the  strongest  to  his  level  as  it  is 
true  that  a  chain  is  no  stronger  than  its  weakest 
link. 

“No,  the  principle  of  labor  unionism  should 
rather  be  collective  education  to  promote  per¬ 
sonal  efficiency.  The  labor  unionist  should  be  a 
better  workman  and  deserve  as  well  as  command 
better  wages.  He  should  combine,  it  is  true, 
for  the  common  good,  but  he  should  make  it 
economical  for  his  employer  to  pay  him  more. 
Our  American  workman — ‘the  man  behind  the 
gun’ — should  not  sink  to  the  dull  level  of  the 
‘man  of  the  hoe,’  and  every  man  should  remem¬ 
ber  that  his  opportunities  await  him  and  that  he 
has  it  in  him  to  become  the  ‘man  of  the  hour.’ 

“If  the  labor  unionist  will  cease  from  trying  to 
weave  a  rope  of  sand,  and  organize  upon  true 
principles,  the  strike  will  become  a  thing  of  his¬ 
tory.  He  will  not  have  to  appeal  to  class  dis¬ 
tinction.  His  organization  will  represent  sound 
doctrine  and  not  rest  upon  the  shifting  sands 
of  what  it  may  gain  by  force  or  public  clamor. 
He  will  then  realize  that  even  arbitration — that 
popular  ‘cure-air  for  labor  troubles — should  not 
be  called  upon  to  settle  principles,  and  that  in 
many  instances  it  is  only  too  truly  ‘a  popular 
method  of  shifting  responsibility.’  ” 


Manufacture  of  Coke  in  I90S. 

The  report  on  the  manufacture  of  coke  _  in 
1905,  by  Mr.  Edward  W.  Parker,  statistician 
of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey,  which  is 
now  in  course  of  preparation,  will  show  that 
the  output  for  1905  exceeded  that  of  all  other 
years  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  Not  only 
was  the  amount  of  coke  manufactured  greater, 
but  the  percentage  of  increase  in  production  over 
that  of  previous  years  was  larger.  _  The  amount 
of  coke  manufactured  in  the  United  States  in 
1905  was  33,231,129  short  tons  as  compared  with 
23,661,106  short  tons  in  1904,  indicating  an  in¬ 
crease  of  8,570,023  short  tons  or  36.32  per  cent. 
The  value  increased  in  still  greater  ratio,  from 
$46,144,941  in  1904  to  $73,476,196  in  1905,  a  gain 
of  57.06  per  cent.  This  proportionate  increase  in 
the  value  of  the  coke  production  appears  to  have 
been  induced  by  an  extraordinary  but  legitimate 
demand  created  by  the  unprecedented  production 
of  pig  iron  in  nearly  every  iron  making  district 
of  the  United  States.  As  a  result  of  this  the 
average  price  per  ton  advanced  from  $1.95  in 

1904  to  $2.25  in  1905. 

This  great  activity  in  the  •  coking  centers  was 
further  illustrated  by  the  marked  increase  in  the 
number  of  ovens  built  in  the  United  States.  In 

1905  there  were  519  coke-making  establishments 
which  owned  87,564  ovens,  against  507,  owning 
83,599  ovens,  in  1904. 

Of  the  total  number  completed  ovens  in  the 
United  States  in  1905,  3,159,  or  3.61  per  cent  were 
of  the  by-product  recovery  type  and  the  total 
amount  of  coke  made  in  these  ovens  was 
3,462,348  short  tons,  or  10.74  per  cent.  There 
were  under  construction  at  the  close  of  1905, 
4,751  ovens,  of  which  417  were  of  the  retort  by¬ 
product  type.  The  by-product  ovens  in  operation 
during  1905  were  distributed  as  follows : 
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New  Jersey  . 

.  100 

.  399 

Ohio  . 

.  130 

Pennsylvania .  1089 

Virginia  .  56 

West  Virginia  .  120 

Wisconsin  .  80 

Of  the  more  important  producing  states,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  is  credited  with  a  total  production  in 
1905  of  20,573,736  short  tons,  or  64  per  cent  of 
the  total,  with  an  increase  over  1904  of  5,712,672 
short  tons,  or  65.5  per  cent  of  the  total  increase 
for  the  United  States.  West  Virginia,  the  second 
State  in  producing  importance,  contributed 
3,400,593  short  tons,  or  10.5  per  cent  of  the  total, 
and  is  credited  with  1,117,507  short  tons  or  thir¬ 
teen  per  cent  of  the  increase.  Alabama’s  pro¬ 
duction  increased  from  2,340,219  short  tons  in 

1904  to  2,576,786  short  tons  in  1905,  a  gain  of 
236,767  short  tons.  Alabama’s  production  in 

1905  was  equal  to  eight  per  cent  of  the  total 
for  the  United  States,  while  the  increase  in 
the  State  was  less  than  three  per  cent  of  the 
total  increase  for  the  country.  Virginia’s  pro¬ 
duction,  most  of  which  was  from  the  more  re¬ 


cently  developed  districts  in  Wise  county,  in¬ 
creased  from  1,101,716  short  tons  to  1,499,481 
short  tons,  while  the  combined  output  of  Col¬ 
orado  and  Utah  increased  from  789,060  to 
1,378,824  short  tons,  a  gain  of  589,764  short  tons, 
or  74.74  per  cent. 

There  were  only  four  States  in  which  the  coke 
production  in  1905  did  not  exceed  that  of  the 
previous  year.  These  four  States,  all  of  which 
have  a  comparatively  unimportant  output,  were 
Georgia,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Montana. 

In  the  great  Connellsville  district  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  more  than  one-third  of  the  total 
coke  production  of  the  United  States  is  obtained, 
the  output  of  coke  increased  from  8,883,220  short 
tons  to  11,365,077  short  tons,  while  the  value 
advanced  from  $13,990,329  to  $22,315,361,  the 
average  price  per  ton  advancing  from  $1.58  to 
$1.96.  The  lower  Connellsville  or  Klondike  dis¬ 
trict  shows  a  gain  from  2,887,450  short  tons  in 
1904  to  3,871,310  in  1905,  while  the  value  in¬ 
creased  from  $4,623,133  to  $7,532,382.  The  Flat 
Top  district  in  Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  which 
is  the  principal  coke  producing  center  outside  of 
Pennsylvania,  shows  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent 
in  the  output,  from  1,427,689  short  tons  in  1904 
to  2,169,589  in  1905,  while  the  value  increased 
nearly  ninety  per  cent,  from  $2,084,565  to  $3,817,- 
666. 

Altogether,  conditions  in  the  coking  districts 
were  more  satisfactory  in  1905  than  they  have 
been  for  a  number  of  years. 


Peace  in  Anthracite  Region. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  condition  of 
the  anthracite  coal  fields  two  months  after  the 
close  of  the  recent  suspension,  the  following  state¬ 
ment  is  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  anthracite 
coal  operators :  - 

“The  labor  situation  in  the  anthracite  region 
is  today  one  of  profound  peace.  In  all  the  active 
collieries  mining  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 
Fully  ninety  per  cent  of  the  workers  who  a^ 
sented  themselves,  as  a  result  of  the  suspension 
ordered  by  President  Mitchell  on  April  first,  and 
discontinued  on  May  eighteenth,  by  agreement 
with  the  operators,  have  returned  or  been  re¬ 
placed.  The  output  of  anthracite  for  June  was 
5,676,018  tons,  only  slightly  below  the  output  for 
June,  1905. 

“The  agreement  extending  the  operation  of  the 
award  of  the  anthracite  strike  commission  until 
April  first,  1909,  has  been  accepted  in  entire  good 
faith.  Merchants  who  furnish  household  and 
other  supplies  to  the  miners  are  again  carrying 
full  stocks,  and  operators  are  making  plans  for 
extensive  improvements  to  meet  the  increasing 
physical  difficulties  encountered  in  producing 
coal. 

“No  more  striking  indication  of  the  salutary 
effect  of  the  continuance  of  the  anthracite  com¬ 
mission’s  award  has  appeared  than  the  very  active 
— and  almost  successful — effort  on  the  part  of  a 
large  number  of  delegates  at  the  Carbondale  con¬ 
vention  of  District  No.  1,  last  week,  to  reduce 
the  size  of  the  paid  corps  of  organizers  of  the 
Mine  Workers’  Union — a  resolution  to  secure 
this  end,  although  strenuously  fought  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Mitchell  himself,  was  only  defeated  by  a 
vote  of  63  to  45. 

“The  contention  of  the  miners  proposing  the 
reduction  was  that  so  many  paid  officers  were 
not  needed  under  the  circumstances  and  were 
an  unnecessary  burden  on  the  organization. 

“The  board  of  conciliation  has  actively  re¬ 
newed  its  work  of  adjusting  the  grievances  of 
the  mine  workers.  During  the  three  years  of 
the  board’s  existence  its  decisions  have  been  in 
the  main  well  received  by  both  sides.  Through 
its  action  the  petty  strikes  of  former  years  have 
practically  ceased  to  occur.  The  board  has 
amended  its  rules  so  as  to  reach  a  speedy  deter¬ 
mination  of  all  complaints  presented,  and  now 
sits  practically  continuously  from  day  to  day 
whenever  its  calendar  requires.” 

V 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  through  J.  S. 
O’Flaherty,  of  Kansas  City,  its  chief  engineer, 
has  secured  options  on  nearly  1,400  acres  of  coal 
land  five  miles  northwest  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  and 
is  securing  options  on  700  more.  The  coal  mine 
nearest  this  tract  is  the  property  of  the  Girard 
Coal  Co.,  three  or  four  miles  north. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


office  of  'I  nk  Hi.ack  Diamomi, 
‘Nkw  York,  July  ;i<i. 

There  is  no  change  in  anthracite  coal  trade 
conditions  to  warrant  any  connnent  as  to  its 
features.  It  can  only  he  characterized  as  a  warm 
weather  market.  Tliis,  prol)ahly,  is  more  accen¬ 
tuated  tlic  present  season  than  in  recent  years 
past  by  reason  of  the  larger  amount  of  coal  car¬ 
ried  over  from  last  season’s  stocks  and  still  re¬ 
maining  in  consumers’  bins  and  dealers’  yards, 
thereby  creating  the  present  small  demand  and 
causing  the  dullness  to  appear  at  a  sfimewhat 
earlier  jieriod  than  usual. 

Notwithstanding  the  a])parent  inertia  in  the 
way  of  new  business,  there  is  a  good  tonnage 
moving  to  distributing  points,  it  being,  in  fact, 
in  most  cases  uj)  to  normal.  The  companies  re¬ 
port  that  they  are  still  doing  a  good  business, 
with  the  possibility  of  its  continuing  through  the 
balance  of  the  month  and  also  providing  some 
shipments  for  August. 

Most  of  the  tonnage  being  shipped  at  the 
presejit  time  is  on  orders  previously  received 
from  territory  that  is  not  easily  reached,  and 
hence  delayed  through  periods  of  activity,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  regular  trade  on  contract  for  cer¬ 
tain  sizes,  to  supply  the  many  industries  using 
this  grade  of  fuel. 

Restriction  of  Mining  in  August. 

That  there  will  be  a  restriction  of  mining 
some  time  during  August  is  generally  conceded 
by  the  operators,  as  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
month  wil  be  a  very  (|uiet  one,  but  to  what 
extent  is  not  yet  known,  depending  of  course 
laigely  on  the  exigency  of  the  situation.  But 
it  is  thought  that  any  curtailment  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  found  .necessary  will  be  accomplished  by 
shutting  down  the  less  profitable  producers  or 
such  individual  collieries  as  are  in  need  of  repair 
for  a  given  time  rather  than  to  entirely  close  all 
the  mines  for  a  week,  as  has  sometimes  been 
done.  This  latter  method  often  causes  a  short¬ 
age  of  such  coal  as  enters  into  industrial  use  and 
requires  almost  daily  delivery. 

Line  business,  taking  all  rail  delivery  from  the 
mines,  is  probably  the  more  active  in  compari¬ 
son  to  any  other  market,  it  maintaining  its 
strength  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  and  help¬ 
ing  out  quite  materially  in  the  absorption  of  the 
tonnage  coming  forward  at  present,  d'his  class 
of  trade  is  not  as  a  rule  so  forehanded  in 
taking  advantage  of  special  opportunities  for  accu¬ 


mulating  supplies  of  coal  in  advance  of  actual 
need,  as  are  the  dealers  at  the  large  consuming 
centers,  being  prevented  in  doing  this  by  its 
smaller  facilities  for  storage. 

Shoal  Water  Ports  Still  Buying. 

riiere  is  still  an  amount  of  business  from  the 
eastern  shoal  water  jjorts  reaching  sliippers, 
which  is  likely  to  continue  for  some  time  at 
least,  while  the  low  ocean  freights  last,  iji  order 
to  obtain  the  advantage  of  same,  as  on  later 
shipments  rates  are  usually  higher.  Coastwise 
shipments  to  Long  Island  sound  and  further 
eastern  ports  show  a  reductiem  in  the  number  of 
carg()es  going  to  them,  yet  (jrders  are  develop¬ 
ing  where  room  is  available  for  storing  ;uiother 
cargo  or  two  at  the  prices  current  this  month. 

Trade  lr)cal  to  the  New  York  shipping  ports 
is  inclined  to  be  (juiet.  Dealers  are  doing  very 
little  business  and  have  in  most  cases  a  good 
supply  of  coal  on  hand.  'I'he  principal  trade  of 
the  larger  retail  firms  during  the  warm  spell  is 
in  furnishing  coal  to  the  steam  users  and 
amounts  to  a  considerable  tonnage  in  the  aggre¬ 
gate.  I  he  steam  sizes  have  not  as  yet  shown 
any  signs  of  a  revival  and  are  not  likely  to 
while  the  production  is  large.  The  concessions 
made  on  these  coals  hy  individual  shippers  in¬ 
dicate  their  great  weakness  in  the  current  mar¬ 
ket. 

Dullness  in  Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
is  in  statu  quo.  Some  producers  are  reporting 
a  little  activity,  while  others  say  they  can  see 
no  change  from  the  conditions  of  the  past  and 
the  ge.neral  sentiment  of  the  trade  is  that  things 
will  remain  unchanged  until  September.  There 
have  been  some  buyers  seeking  for  bargains,  and 
they  have  made  the  rounds,  but  very  little  coal 
indeed  has  been  sold  at  less  than  the  price  origi¬ 
nally  quoted.  Sometimes,  under  pressure,  five 
cents,  to  move  some  cars  standing,  may  be  con¬ 
ceded,  but  the  costs  of  production  are  so  near 
to  present  prices  that  operators  do  not  care  to 
take  any  business  for  less. 

Aside  from  this,  speculative  business  which 
has  been  offering,  the  principal  orders  received 
are  upon  season  contracts,  which  require  con¬ 
tinued  urging  for  enough  tonnage  to  permit  of 
some  shipments  being  made. 

There  is  more  all  rail  business  for  delivery  to 
the  New  England  territory,  but  shippers  have 
been  hampered  in  getting  suitable  cars.  While 


the  railroad  equipment  is  not  reported  as  beinir  i” 
short  supply,  it  is  difficult  to  get  cars  for  this 
class  of  shipment,  as  the  number  of  provisos 
attached  to  their  use  when  received  makes  the 
business  very  hard  to  be  carried  out.  Inoeed.  it 
is  said  there  are  claims  of  favoritism  in  resjiect 
to  this  trade. 

Dissatisfaction  with  Clearfield  Settlement. 

Little  was  accomplished  in  the  central  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coal  field  in  regard  to  the  resumption 
of  mining  last  week.  The  employes  were  appar¬ 
ently  not  satisfied  with  the  agreement  concluded 
at  llarrislmrg  lietween  the  operators  and  luiion 
officials,  so  that  instead  of  returning  to  work 
they  held  a  mass  meeting,  at  which  a  strong 
sentiment  was  expressed  against  the  action  taken 
by  their  organization  officials  and  were  inclined 
to  refuse  the  conditions  as  offered.  But  as  they 
were  helpless  to  change  the  situation,  the  men 
spent'  the  balance  of  the  week  in  holding  local 
meetings  to  determine  their  action.  It  has  now 
been  decided  tliat  they  will  return  to  w'ork.  Only 
a  small  quantity  has  as  yet  been  produced  and 
practically  no  shipments  have  arrived  at  tide¬ 
water  so  far,  though  from  now  on  they  will 
gradually  increase. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  quiet,  with  only  an 
occasional  order  available  and  the  general  situ¬ 
ation  reflects  the  dullness  of  this  market.  This 
how'ever,  is  outside  of  the  light  draught  ports, 
on  which  a  fair  amount  of  shipments  are  being 
made.  There  seems  to  be  slight  variation  in 
the  coastwise  freights,  owing  to  vessels  accept¬ 
ing  outside  freights  at  higher  figures,  this  latter 
class  of  business  being  in  better  supply  than  in 
former  years. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  so  backward  that 
there  is  some  insistence  on  the  part  of  shippers 
that  consignees  take  at  least  a  part  of  their 
monthly  allotments  on  the  contracts.  In  New 
York  harbor  trade  is  very  light,  and  but  a  small 
amount  of  coal  is  moving  through  it,  with  no 
quantity  at  the  shipping  ports  remaining  unsold. 
A  feature  in  connection  with  this  trade  is  that 
the  boatmen  are  complaining  at  having  to  tie 
up  their  craft  temporarily  to  await  improve¬ 
ments. 

The  all  rail  business  is  quiet,  though  not  to  the 
extent  of  that  prevailing  at  tidewater.  There  is 
some  complaint  by  consumers  at  the  slower  ar¬ 
rival  of  coal  at  destination  than  usual. 

Philadelphia  quotes  to  Boston,  Salem  and 
Portland,  60c ;  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  80c; 
Portsmouth,  6oc ;  Bath,  85c ;  Bangor,  70c ;  Saco 
and  Gardiner,  90c  and  towage ;  to  the  sound,  50c. 


Market  J^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  July  26. —  {Special  Correspondence.) 
— No  change  is  observable  in  the  anthracite 
market  since  last  writing,  nor  may  any  be  ex¬ 
pected  for  the  next  two  or  three  weeks.  It  is 
the  season  of  mid-summer  dullness,  as  inev¬ 
itable  as  the  visit  of  the  tax  collector.  This 
year  the  let-up  has  come  somewhat  earlier 
than  usual,  but  the  cause  may  readily  be  found 
in  the  heavy  stocking  of  the  spring  months, 
when  strike  indications  were  strong.  There  is 
practically  no  new  business  and  what  few 
orders  arc  received  by  the  agents  come  from 
some  isolated  dealer  who  was  not  alarmed  at 
the  rumors  current  and  failed  to  take  time  by 
the  forelock.  In  many  cases  these  dealers 
have  limited  storage  capacity  and  are  never 
large  buyers,  seldom  taking  advantage  of  the 
season’s  spring  discount,  but  ordering  when 
their  trade  makes  the  actual  demand.  They  are 
hampered  by  limited  resources,  and  can  not 
afford  to  be  without  the  use  of  their  money 
during  the  entire  summer. 

There  is  some  trade  for  the  farther  Canadian 
points,  but  nothing  like  activity  is  displayed, 
even  in  this  direction.  Lake  shipments  remain 
at  about  the  same  stage  as  last  week,  though 
it  is  observable  that  clearances  cover  a  greater 
number  of  ports  than  has  been  the  case  for 
the  past  month.  Total  shipments  for  the  past 


seven  days  are  showm  by  the  customs  books 
to  be  50,825  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Chi¬ 
cago,  18, :!()();  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  3,100;  Milwau¬ 
kee,  8,175;  Bay  City,  450;  Superior,  13,000; 
Gladstone,  1,200;  Ibuluth,  9,<.)00;  Port  William, 
4,000 ;  Sheboygan,  2,700.  Total,  50,825  tons. 

E.  L.  Hedstrom  will  give  his  annual  river 
party  to  the  retail  coal  men  of  Buffalo  on  Sat¬ 
urday,  August  twenty-fifth.  This  will  be  the 
fourth  annual  outing  around  Grand  Island,  and 
from  now  on  until  the  day  of  the  excursion 
there  will  be  much  anticipation  among  the 
local  dealers,  for  'the  Hedstrom  outings  have 
the  reputation  of  being  most  liberal  in  everj' 
resiiect.  A  large  boat  will  be  chartered  to 
accommodate  the  large  crowd  sure  to  he  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  invitations,  and  as  sure  to  re¬ 
spond,  for  it  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past 
to  throw  everything  else  one  side  when  the 
Hedstrom  people  e.xtend  their  hospitality. 
There  will  he  a  full  day  of  pleasure  made  up 
of  a  trip  around  the  island,  dinner  and  supper 
on  the  boat,  ball  game,  and  other  sports,  with 
good  music  thrown  in  as  an  accompaniment. 
There  will  be  several  hundred  persons  in  the 
jolly  party,  and  the  return  will  be  governed 
by  the  expedition  with  which  the  big  fund  of 
enjoyment  is  expended. 

I'otlowing  the  removal  to  Chicago  of  Clark 


Roberts,  some  changes  have  taken  place  in 
the  anthracite  coal  business  of  the  Hedstrom 
office,  the  duties  formerly  coming  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Roberts  now  being  divided 
between  G.  A.  T.  Hagen  and  John  A.  Jamie¬ 
son.  Mr.  Hagen  has  been  made  manager  of 
the  local  retail  trade  and  Mr.  Jamieson  of  the 
trestles.  Both  men  have  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  company  for  some  years  and  are  well 
qualified  for  their  more  responsible  duties. 

Pennsylvania’s  New  Terminal  Arrangements. 

Plans  for  extensive  freight  terminal  improve¬ 
ments  arc  under  way  in  the  offices  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  and  work  will  be  com¬ 
menced  as  soon  as  the  engineers  have  perfected 
the  preliminary  arrangements.  Yesterday  the 
matter  was  before  the  state  railroad  commis¬ 
sion,  to  settle  the  question  of  right-of-way 
across  other  roads.  The  new  terminus  will  be 
five  miles  in  length  and  the  improvements  will 
cost  $500,000.  The  extension  of  tracks  will 
cross  the  Lake  Shore,  the  Erie,  the  Buffalo. 
Rochester  &  Pittsburg,  the  Nickel  Plate,  con¬ 
necting  the  Pittsburg  line  of  the  Pennsylvania 
with  the  Western  New  York  &  Pennsylvania 
system.  The  improvement  will  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  Pennsylvania  in  handling  its 


No.  4] 


33 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


enormous  coal  trade,  in  which  it  is  strongly 

independent.  . 

There  is  continued  strength  m  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  trade,  and  prices  remain  firm  at  previous 
quotations. 

E.  C.  Roberts,  of  the  Hedstrom  company,  is 
absent  on  a  trip  to  the  mine  properties  in  the 
Allegheny  valley  district  and  will  be  gone  for 
several  days.  Constant  additions  to  the  force 
of  working  miners  is  being  made  and  the  out¬ 
put  is  being  increased  accordingly. 

Fred  J  Durdan,  local  manager  of  the  Fitts- 
burg  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  m  the 
Prudential  building,  was  married  last  week  to 
Miss  Cora  Isabel  Smith,  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ont. 
The  young  couple  are  enjoying  their  honey¬ 
moon  in  the  Muskoka  lake  region,  and  will  be 
warmly  welcomed  by  a  host  of  friends  on  their 
return. 


The  New  England  Trade, 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  2&.-{Special  Correspond- 

) _ There  is  little  business  being  transacted 

in  anthracite  coal  circles.  The  trade  generally  is 
quiet  and  seems  to  have  settled  down  to  the 
usual  dullness  that  is  expected  to  prevail  during 
the  warm  months.  In  some  directions  speculative 
buyers,  who  appreciate  that  the  twenty-cent  dis¬ 
count  expires  early  next  week,  leaving  it  9nly 
ten  for  August,  are  sending  in  orders  to  get  m  a 
caro-o  or  two  before  the  end  of  the  month.  It 
wilf  probably  not  be  proportionately  as  large  m 
volume  as  in  the  several  preceding  months,  by 
reason  of  the  smaller  margin  obtained  upon  it,  yet 
it  will  be  enough  to  take  what  coal  is  arriving 
at  the  shipping  ports.  Dealers  have  been  doing 
so  little  business  of  late  that  they  need  not  be 
concerned  in  regard  to  stocks  for  present  use, 
and  so  are  giving  more  thought  to  vacations  than 
in  attempting  to  urge  sales. 

The  movement  of  coal  on  the  all-rail  trade, 
while  not  large,  is  more  regular,  which  is  an 
important  item  with  shippers.  Better  attention 
is  being  given  this  class  of  trade  by  reason  of 
the  improved  facilities  recently  completed  by  the 
New  Haven  road,  permitting  of  coal  being  shipped 
to  New  England  points  without  fear  of  the  usual 
delays  in  the  return  of  cars  existing  heretofore. 

'I  here  is  no  apparent  change  in  the  bituminous 
coal  trade,  though  selling  agents  are  becoming 
more  insistent  than  heretofore  that  consumers  un¬ 
der  contract  take  a  larger  proportion  of  tonnage  on 
their  monthly  allotments.  I  he  delay  of  orders 
for  future  requirements  on  the  part  of  consignees 
is  likely  to  make  the  situation  very  critical  with 
the  shipper  later  on  when  a  full  demand  for 
the  tonnage  contracted  for  is  liable  to  be  made 
upon  him,  in  excess  of  his  capacity  to  ship.  This 
would  cause  delays,  increased  ocean  freights  and 
possible  demurrage  for  none  of  which  is  the  ship¬ 
per  responsible  and  the  added  cost  would  fall  to 
the  buyer. 

The  shortage  of  labor  in  the  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  fields,  combined  with  the  restricted 
production  for  some  weeks  past,  due  to  the  lack 
of  orders,  has  placed  shippers  in  a  position  where 
they  would  be  unable  to  furnish  the  increased 
■  amount  of  business,  which  must  come  this  fall 
and  may  result  in  considerable  hardship  to  both 
shipper  and  consumer. 

Prices  advance  on  Hampton  Roads  shipments 
ten  cents  a  ton  on  August  first,  yet  few  orders 
have  been  received  on  account  of  it,  showing  the 
tardiness  of  the  eastern  trade.  Vessel  freights 
too  are  higher  and  predicate  further  advances. 
The  larger  craft  are  leaving  the  coal  trade  because 
of  low  prices  and  are  accepting  outside  freights 
that  are  much  more  remunerative.  The  rates  on 
vessels  from  all  the  lower  ports  to  Boston  are 
60@70c. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  26. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — -The  anthracite  coal  trade  has 
quieted  down  somewhat  from  a  week  ago  and 
the  indications  are  that  the  business  still  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  shippers  will  be  generally 
cleaned  up  by  the  end  of  the  current  month. 
This  depletion  of  orders  for  shipment  during 
July  has  been  made  possible  by  the  decreased 
urgency  of  buyers,  they  being  apparently  more 
indifferent  as  to  its  delivery.  Some  new  business 
is  looked  for  with  the  August  price  circular  be¬ 


coming  effective,  as  it  is  the  last  reduction  in 
price  for  the  coal  year.  From  September  first 
the  full  schedule  figures  will  again  prevad. 

In  instances  where  stocks  have  been  moved  out 
of  dealers’  yards,  making  available  room  for  ad¬ 
ditional  supplies,  the  ten  cents  is  often  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  take  on  such  an  amount,  for  which 
they  may  have  room,  in  order  to  average  down 
the  costs  on  future  deliveries.  It  is  believed  that 
this  will  occur  to  quite  an  extent  this  year,  as 
dealers  have  not  bought  heavily,  while  the  trade 
has  been  fairly  active  and  stocks  have  been 
depleted  accordingly. 

Mining  continues  on  a  normal  basis  and  the 
production  seems  to  be  absorbed  in  the  various 
markets  as  it  is  shipped,  with  no  apparent  ac¬ 
cumulation  at  any  point.  It  is  evident  from  this 
condition  that  a  greater  amount  of  business  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  companies  than  was  gen¬ 
erally  estimated,  upon  which  shipments  are  still 
going  forward. 

The  all-rail  demand  is  the  more  important 
in  comparison  with  other  localities  and  is  taking 
a  fair  quantity  of  coal.  Coastwise  shipments 
while  slightly  reduced  are  comparatively  good 
for  the  season  of  the  year. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  shows  little  im¬ 
provement,  though  possibly  a  few  more  orders 
may  be  available  from  some  sources,  yet  is  not 
of  a  quantity  to  give  the  relief  desired.  The 
chief  interest  of  the  week  has  centered  around  the 
efforts  toward  procuring  enough  miners  to  go  to 
work.  Evidently  the  men  were  not  entirely  m 
accord  with  the  union  officials  in  regard  to  the 
agreement  on  working  conditions  in  a  settlement 
with  the  operators,  under  which  they  were  to 
return.  This  resulting  in  the  employes  holding 
off  with  the  view  of  obtaining  better  terms  and 
in  consequence  but  few  of  the  men  returned  last 
week.  They  are  now  in  better  humor  and  those 
who  remained  in  the  field  are  at  work  this  week 
though  the  production  is  not  likely  to  be  large  and 
far  below  what  is  desired,  but  it  will  take  some 
time  to  get  back  a  full  complement  of  labor,  as 
many  had  left  the  district  and  the  output  will  be 
regulated  accordingly. 

The  principal  business  doing  at  present  is  upon 
the  contracts  and  even  this  is  slow.  Prices,  how¬ 
ever,  remain  firm,  operators  preferring  to  restrict 
their  output  rather  than  to  hold  coal  in  cars  for 
prospective  orders.  Quotations  on  cars  at  the 
mines  for  steam  grades  are  $1.15@1.25. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  2^.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— Vroha-Uy  the  most  interesting  feature 
of  the  local  coal  situation  during  the  week  just 
brought  to  a  close  has  been  the  continued  large 
quantities  of  bituminous  put  into  waiting  bot¬ 
toms  at  the  various  coal  piers  for  the  export 
trade.  So  far  during  the  month  of  July  about 
45,000  tons  have  gone  over  the  piers,  and  the 
month  will  undoubtedly  surpass  in  this  respect 
any  other  July  in  the  history  of  the  coal  ship¬ 
ping  business  here.  In  addition  to  the  vessels 
already  sent  off  or  now  loading,  a  number  of 
charters  have  been  announced,  thus  assuring  a 
continuance  of  this  business.  Since  July  thir¬ 
teenth  the  sailings  have  included  the  Italian 
steamship  Soper,  a,  for  Messina,  4,250  tons  of 
coal,  valued  at  $11,687;  British  steamer  Matte- 
wan,  for  Vera  Cruz,  5,340  tons  of  coal,  value 
$12,000;  Norwegian  steamship  Aladdin,  for  Tam¬ 
pico,  4,100  tons  coal,  value  $10,660;  Norwegian 
steamship  Peter  Jebsen,  for  Vera  Cruz,  5,400  tons, 
value  $12,500;  British  steamer  Masconomo,  for 
Tampico,  coke,  4,170  tons,  coal,  1,150  tons,  value 
$15,478. 

Of  the  more  recent  charters  announced  Vera 
Cruz  is  quoted  at  $1.50;  Mayport,  ninety-five 
cents;  Boston,  seventy  cents,  and  Portland,  sev¬ 
enty  cents.  The  latter  figures  for  coastwise  char¬ 
ters  have  remained  about  stationary  for  the  past 
several  weeks.  The  coastwise  shipments  are  quite 
brisk  and  the  volume  of  business  in  this  respect 
is  keeping  pace  with  the  growing  export  trade. 

Million  Ton  Increase  in  Capacity. 

One  interesting  announcement  of  the  week  is 
that  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.  has  determined  to 
go  ahead  shortly  with  the  development  of  over 
20,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  the  Somerset  re¬ 
gion  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheelwright, 
vice-president  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co., 


which  controls  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  made  the 
announcement  after  returning  Monday  from  an 
inspection  of  the  field.  He  said  that  the  opening 
up  of  the  territory  would  mean  approximately 
an  increase  of  1,000,000  tons  a  year  in  the  output 
of  the  Somerset  company.  At  present  the  com¬ 
pany  averages  about  1,500  tons  per  year.  The 
lands  to  be  developed  lie  in  what  is  known  as 
the  Johnstown  basin  above  the  town  of  Boswell. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  owns  about  27,- 
0(M)  acres  of  coal  lands  in  the  Berlin  basin,  in 
Pennsylvania,  southeast  of  the  proposed  new 
mines  of  the  Somerset,  and  this  field  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  opened  up  in  the  next  few  years,  although 
there  are  no  immediate  plans  for  this  develop¬ 
ment. 

A  development  here  of  the  past  week  shows  the 
tendency  of  the  times  to  supercede  the  locomo¬ 
tive  as  motive  power  with  electricity.  The  new 
financial  plan  of  the  United  Electric  Railways  of 
Baltimore  includes  the  merging  of  the  present  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Annapolis  Short  Line,  a  steam  road,  and 
electrifying  the  same.  Associated  interests  are 
also  said  to  be  considering  a  plan  to  electrify  the 
present  Maryland  &  Pennsylvania  Railroad,  a 
steam  property,  which  runs  from  Baltimore  to 
York,  Pa.  The  rumors  from  New  York  that  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  is  considering  a  trial  of 
electricity  as  motive  power  between  Baltimore 
and  Washington,  lends  additional  interest  to  the 
situation.  As  an  electric  road,  in  power  houses, 
is  said  to  consume  less  than  a  third  as  much  coal 
as  a  similar  lin-e  with  locomotives,  this  growing 
movement  toward  electric  motive  power  for  rail¬ 
roads  is  of  great  interest  to  coal  property  owners, 
and  to  those  who  watch  the  totals  of  coal  con¬ 
sumption. 

Chesapeake  &  Delaware  Ship  Canal. 

The  appointment  bj-  President  Roosevelt  of 
the  commission  to  take  up  the  project  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Delaware  ship  canal  is  of  interest 
to  the  trade  here.  Such  a  canal  if  built  under 
congressional  supervision  would  provide  a  much 
shorter  route  for  coal  hauling  by  tidewater  to 
northern  points,  as  well  as  connect  up  more 
closely  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 

Baltimore  coal  men  are  awaiting  with  interest 
the  result  of  the  litigation  in  Allegheny  county, 
Md.,  for  the  annulment  of  the  charter  of  the 
Maryland  &  Pennsylvania  railroad,  which  will 
come  up  before  the  circuit  court  of  that  county 
shortly.  The  action  is  taken  under  a  recent  act 
of  the  legislature  because  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  which  formerly  controlled  the  property 
through  control  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co., 
refuses  to  wipe  out  a  differential  of  fifteen  cents 
against  the  Georges  Creek  coals  in  favor  of  West 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  coals. 

According  to  reports  from  Roanoke,  Va.,  busi¬ 
ness  men  there  were  driven  into  a  state  of  con¬ 
sternation  last  Saturday  over  the  suspension  of 
work  on  the  Deepwater  &  Tidewater  railway 
now  being  built  from  the  seashore  to  the  West 
Virginia  coal  fields.  AlacArthur  Brothers  paid 
off  and  discharged  1,500  laborers  engaged  on 
work  in  this  vicinity.  The  new’s  soon  spread  that 
work  had  been  suspended  on  the  entire  line,  that 
the  new  road  had  been  purchased  by  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Co.  for  $25,(M)0,000,  and  that  it 
would  not  be  completed,  owing  to  its  competing 
with  the  Norfolk  &  Western.  J.  T.  Mac.Yrthur, 
vice-president  of  Mac  Arthur  Brothers  Co.,  stated 
that  out  of  the  6,000  men  employed  on  their  con¬ 
tracts  extending  from  Roanoke,  \’a.,  a  distance  of 
108  miles,  1,500  men  were  paid  off  and  discharged, 
but  that  operations  on  other  works,  including  the 
three  tunnels,  would  go  on  as  usual  tomorrow. 
He  scorned  the  statement  that  Tidewater 
had  sold  out  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co., 
and  said  there  was  not  an  iota  of  truth  in  the 
rumor  that  $25,000,000  was  the  price  paid.  Mr. 
MacArthur  said  that  the  management  had  or¬ 
dered  that  work  he  concentrated  in  the  mountain 
sections  and  on  tunnel  work  rather  than  to  com¬ 
plete  light  work  such  as  was  suspended.  The 
work  suspended  is  that  between  Roanoke  and 
Salem. 

I  consider  The  Bl.vck  Diamond  of  great  value 
to  both  the  retail  and  wholesale  ilealer.  Its 
reports  on  the  market,  personal  news  items  and 
business  transactions  are  especially  interesting 
to  the  wholesalers,  while  its  many  valuable  sug¬ 
gestions  also  make  it  a  friend  of  the  retailer. — 
.■\.  Y.  Malcolmson,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


George  N.  Knox,  a  well  known  coal  salesman 
of  New  York,  has  taken  a  position  as  traveling 
salesman  with  the  firm  of  Whitney  &  Kemmercr, 
to  represent  their  interests  in  the  New  England 
states. 

A  political  boom  was  started  last  week  among 
the  anthracite  miners  in  Luzerne  county  in 
favor  of  John  Mitchell  as  Bryan’s  running  mate 
in  1908.  It  is  said  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  in  Pennsylvania,  would  accept  the  nomina¬ 
tion  for  vice-president  if  tendered  him. 

The  general  offices  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  were  removed  last  week  from 
the  Broad  Street  station  to  the  ninth  floor  of 
the  Arcade  building.  The  rooms  vacated  by 
the  coal  company  will  be  used  by  the  clerical  force 
of  the  secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Co. 

'J'he  new  Harry  E.  breaker,  at  P'orty  Fort,  of 
the  Temple  Iron  Co.,  which  has  been  under. con¬ 
struction  for  some  time,  was  opened  last  week 
and  is  now  operating  at  about  its  full  capacity. 
'J'he  colliery  is  of  modern  construction  and  one  of 
the  best  in  this  locality.  The  cost  of  same  is 
said  to  be  $130,000  and  it  furnishes  employment 
to  about  800  men  and  boys. 

The  coal  companies  in  some  parts  of  the  an¬ 
thracite  field  are  posting  notices  in  order  to  aid 
merchants  in  securing  payments  on  the  charge 
accounts  contracted  during  the  recent  suspension. 
Many  complaints  have  been  made  to  the  com¬ 
panies  that  employes  refuse  to  pay  their  just 
debts,  which  is  receiving  attention  by  their  pos¬ 
sibly  being  discharged  where  these  debts  are  not 
paid. 

Bids  will  be  opened  on  July  sixteenth  by  the  com¬ 
missioner  of  the  fire  department  of  New  York, 
for  furnishing  to  the  different  stations  south  of 
Fifty-ninth  street,  fifteen  hundred  gross  tons  of 
anthracite  egg  coal.  The  following  tenders  were 
received  in  total  amounts :  Curtis-Blaisdell 
Company,  $7,950;  Wm.  Farrell  &  Son,  $7,665; 
Burns  Bros.,  $7,938 ;  M.  L.  Bird,  $8,110 ;  G.  F. 
Sinram,  $7,700. 

H.  L.  Herbert,  of  H.  L.  Herbert  &  Co.,  New 
York,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Herbert,  sailed  on  the 
steamship  Kaiserin  Auguste  'Victoria  for  Europe 
on  Thursday,  July  nineteenth,  to  spend  the  summer 
abroad.  Owing  to  the  prominent  social  connec¬ 
tions  and  other  interests  in  that  country  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Herbert  make  a  trip  abroad  nearly  every 
year  to  enjoy  the  change  of  climate  and  renew 
the  acquaintance  with  their  friends. 

J.  J.  Hobbs,  of  New  York,  returned  on  Monday 
of  this  week  from  Europe  via  the  Red  Star  line 
steamship,  Vaderland.  He  was  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Hobbs  and  their  son,  who  spent  two  months 
abroad.  Mr.  Hobbs  is  looking  well  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  his  trip,  which,  however,  was  taken  more 
in  the  interest  of  business  than  pleasure,  and 
in  these  affairs  he  met  with  good  success,  clos¬ 
ing  some  large  orders  for  export  coal. 

The  National  Colliery  at  Scranton,  recently  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  'Western 
railroad  from  W.  L.  Connell,  is  now  being  taken 
down,  except  where  any  part  of  it  is  still  in 
good  condition,  to  make  extensive  improvements 
upon  it.  The  old  breaker  is  too  small  for  its 
purposes  and  will  be  rebuilt  on  larger  lines  so 
as  to  have  a  daily  capacity  of  at  least  sixteen  hun¬ 
dred  tons.  Work  is  now  going  on  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  the  breaker  will  be  completed  at  an  early 
date. 

The  supreme  court  at  Philadelphia  on  July 
eighteenth,  in  an  order  handed  down  by  Chief 
Justice  Mitchell  allowed  an  appeal  to  the 
United  States  supreme  court  in  the  case 
of  John  Shaken,  who  was  convicted  of 
violation  of  the  miners’  certificate  act.  The 
appeal  is  to  act  as  '  a  supersedeas.  The 
supreme  court  in  a  decision  recently  given  sus¬ 
tained  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  in  its  en¬ 
tirety  and  the  case  will  now  go  to  the  highest 
tribunal  on  the  same  constitutional  question. 

It  has  been  reported  during  the  week  that 
S.  W.  Culver,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  at  the 
head  of  a  company  which  is  investing  in  coal 


lands  in  the  Hazleton  district.  It  has  purchased 
from  the  Reeder  estate  at  Easton  the  abandoned 
Evans  colliery  at  Beaver  Meadow  and  will  open 
up  the  veins  that  were  not  touched  by  the  former 
operators  of  the  property.  A  breaker  is  to  be 
erected,  which  will  be  operated  by  electricity,  at 
a  cost  of  $75,000.  One  hundred  houses  will  be 
built  for  the  employes.  The  company  has  also 
bought  four  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Tank,  near 
Beaver  Meadow,  where  good  coal  deposits  and 
fire  clay  are  reported  to  be  found. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Kerr,  left  the  city  Monday  afternoon  on  an 
automobile  trip  to  Clearfield,  Pa.,  the  country 
which  marks  many  scenes  and  events  of  Mr. 
Kerr’s  earlier  career.  They  have  a  complete 
schedule  of  the  route  to  be  taken  by  them,  mak¬ 
ing  their  first  stop  at  Easton,  Pa.,  where  they  re¬ 
main  for  the  night.  Tyrone  will  be  one  of  the 
stops  en  route  and  from  there  to  Clearfield  is  a 
stretch  of  road  often  traveled  by  him  when  a 
boy,  which,  like  many  other  points,  will  be  of 
great  interest,  as  they  recall  the  times  of  forty 
years  ago.  They  expect  to  return  within  a  week. 

A  hearing  in  equity  proceedings  of  John  C. 
Haddock,  was  held  last  week  at  'Wilkesbarre,  ask¬ 
ing  to  oust  the  People’s  bank  of  that  city  from 
acting  as  receiver  for  the  Plymouth  Coal  Co. 
This  matter  had  been  recently  decided  by  Judge 
Lynch  ruling  that  as  the  bank  was  operating  the 
coal  company  so  successfully  and  liquidating  the 
indebtedness  he  could  see  no  reason  for  a  change 
in  the  receivership.  Mr.  Haddock  in  his  efforts 
to  secure  a  change  of  the  receiver  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  is  endeavoring  to  set  aside  a  contract  be¬ 
tween  the  company  and  one  of  its  sales  agent  and 
the  former  claims  that  many  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  are  involved.  Testimony  will  be  taken 
at.  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  during  the  current  week. 

A  splendid  tribute  was  tendered  William  Beau¬ 
mont  Whitney  by  the  large  number  of  citizens 
prominent  in  business,  social  and  religious  cir¬ 
cles  of  Philadelphia  and  Germantown,  Pa.,  who 
attended  the  funeral  services  on  Friday  afternoon, 
July  twentieth,  at  his  late  residence,  146  East 
Walnut  lane,  Germantown.  The  service  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Rev.  A.  Herd;  rector  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael’s  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
Mr.  Whitney  had  been  rector’s  warden  for  many 
years.  Mr.  Herd  was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Thompson  Cole,  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  at  Ogontz.  The  interment  was 
private.  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  member  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  organizations :  American  Sunday  School 
Union,  Pennsylvania  Bible  Society,  Philadelphia 
Sabbath  Association,  Union  League,  Civil  Ser¬ 
vice  Reform  Association ;  Indian  Rights  Associa¬ 
tion,  Geographical  Society,  Germantown  Cricket 
Club,  Merchants’  Fund,  Germantown  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association,  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum,  Girard  National  Bank,  Zoological  So¬ 
ciety,  Historical  Society  and  other  similar  or¬ 
ganizations  and  institutions,  of  which  representa¬ 
tives  were  present. 

Reece  M.  Oberteuffer,  private  secretary  to 
George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the  Reading  Railway 
Co.,  died  last  Sunday  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Philadelphia.  He  had  suffered  from  a 
complication  of  diseases,  and  the  physicians  were 
unable  to  diagnose  the  immediate  cause  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Oberteuffer  became  seriously  ill 
Wednesday  evening,  July  eighteenth,  at  his  cot¬ 
tage  in  Cape  May.  He  had  been  complaining 
several  days.  It  was  thought  that  he  had  ap¬ 
pendicitis.  An  operation  was  decided  upon  and 
the  sufferer  was  hurried  to  Philadelphia  on  Thurs¬ 
day  on  a  special  train.  Here  the  physicians  de¬ 
cided  that  an  operation  was  not  necessary.  Mr. 
Oberteuffer  was  about  thirty-nine  years  of  age. 
He  served  in  various  capacities  in  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.,  with  which  he  had 
been  connected  about  fifteen  years.  Fie  served 
as  private  secretary  to  Presidents  McLeod  and 
Harris,  and  when  Mr.  Baer  assumed  the  presi¬ 
dency  four  years  ago  he  appointed  Mr.  Oberteuf¬ 
fer  chief  clerk  of  the  president’s  department,  as 
well  as  private  secretary.  His  duties  from  that 
time  were  greatly  enlarged.  Mr.  Oberteuffer 
had  also  served  in  the  general  agent’s  office  under 


Charles  Kindred.  About  a  year  ago  Governor 
Pennypacker  appointed  him  a  colonel  on  his  staff. 
Mr.  Oberteuffer  married  a  daughter  of  Judge 
Robert  N.  Willson,  and  the  wife  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  survive.  Their  home  is  at  332  South  Six¬ 
teenth  street,  where  the  funeral  was  held  on 
Wednesday. 

A  party  of  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.’s  officials,  accompanied  by  several  coal 
men,  made  an  inspection  trip  on  the  Reading 
company’s  tug,  Wyomissing,  on  Thursday  of  last 
week,  to  Port  Reading  to  look  over  the  new 
pier  just  completed.  '1  he  party  spent  a  good 
part  of  the  day  aboard  the  tug,  leaving  at  10  :30 
a.  m.  and  returning  at  four  o’clock.  Lunch  was 
served  and  several  other  points  in  the  harbor 
were  visited,  making  the  outing  a  very  enjoy¬ 
able  one.  'I'he  construction  of  the  new  pier  gives  the 
Reading  three  piers  to  operate  over,  greatly  in¬ 
creasing  its  facilities,  which  has  been  found 
necessary,  through  the  rapid  development  of 
business  traffic  at  this  port.  Other  improve¬ 
ments  have  also  recently  been  made  at  this  ter¬ 
minal  in  the  way  of  more  extensive  track  room 
and  office  equipment,  including  a  four-story 
brick  building  having  dimensions  forty  by  forty 
feet.  The  growth  of  the  coal  tonnage  over  these 
piers  since  the  establishment  of  the  terminal  in 
1892  has  been  very  large,  requiring  a  second  pier 
in  January,  1897.  Now  the  third  one  is  in  ser¬ 
vice,  but  with  a  continued  increase  in  ship¬ 
ments  at  this  port,  the  relief  can  be  only  tem¬ 
porary  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  an  additional 
pier  will  be  needed  before  long.  The  members 
of  the  party  were :  T.  M.  Richards,  first  vice- 
president  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Co. ;  W.  G.  Brown,  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
pany;  Samuel  Heilner,  head  of  the  firm  of  Heil- 
ner  &  Son,  Philadelphia;  R.  J.  Montgomery, 
sales  agent  at  New  York;  L.  J.  Barrett,  ship¬ 
ping  agent  at  Port  Reading;  M.  Tracy,  of  M.  & 
J.  Tracy,  transportation.  New  York,  and  David 
Duncan,  of  David  Duncan  &  Son,  New  York. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July  twenty- 
first,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  July  21,  1906....  14,107  15,858  29,906 

Corresponding  week,  IOO.t .  7,898  21,127  29, <*25 

Corresponding  period,  1905.  ..  .377,637  503,879  881,517 

Total  for  1900 . 421,436  622,642  1,044,079 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year,  amount¬ 
ed  to  162,562  tons. 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows:  The  majority  of  the 
owners’  boats  that  we  mentioned  in  our  last 
circular  as  offering  at  favorable  rates  on  coal 
are  out  of  the  market,  owners  having  chartered 
them  for  other  business.  The  few  coal  charters 
that  were  recently  completed  were  effected  at 
rates  higher  than  previous  quotations,  this  apply¬ 
ing  particularly  to  Cuba  and  Mexico.  A  steamer 
of  about  5,000  tons  coal  capacity  is  offering  at  9s 
to  the  Mediterranean  range.  Far  east  and  South 
American  rates  are  unchanged. 

'We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30@1.35  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.S0@1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.50@1.55 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.55@1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $1.65  to 
Santiago;  '$1.65@1. 70  to  Colon;  $1.75@1.80  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.50  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75@1.S0  to  Barbados; 
$l.50(§)1.75  (as  to  size)  to  Kingston;  $1.25@1.30 
and  port  charges  to  Curacao ;  $2.40@2.50  to 
Demerara ;  $1.75@1.85  to  Bermuda;  $1.50  to 
'Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@1.55  to  Tampico;  15@16s  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  16@17s  to  Rosario;  14@15s  to 
Rio;  16@17s  to  Santos;  OCglOs  to  a  direct  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast 
of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.25  and  discharged 
to  Manila;  $5.75@6.00  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Western  Retail  J\[otes. 

The  King  Knob  Coal  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
has  filed  a  resolution  of  dissolution.  The  officers 
of  the  company  are  Edward  J.  Earling,  president, 
and  Janies  Phelps,  secretary. 

The  C  C.  Soiberg  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Chicago  with  $5,000  capital  stock  to  deal  in  coal, 
wood,  flour,  feed,  etc.  The  incorporators  are 
Christian  C.  Soiberg,  Arthur  Soiberg  and  I.  K. 
Soiberg. 

Peabody,  Houghteling  &  Co.,  Chicago,  have 
made  a  loan  of  $50,000  to  the  Peabody  Coal  Co., 
of  the  same  city,  with  interest  at  five  per  cent,  ori 
the  property  at  Lincoln  avenue,  Grace  street  and 
West  Ravenswood  Park. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Anadarko,  Okla.,  showing  a  capflal  stock  ot 
i50,000,  by  the  Clearview  Coal  &  Gas  Co.  llie 
directors  are  W.  I.  Lacy,  J.  S  Thompson,  J.  E. 
Thompson,  Carl  Ghtsch  and  C.  W.  Cooper. 

The  Colonial  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Chicago  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000  to 
conduct  a  general  retail  coal  and  wood  business 
The  incorporators  of  the  cornpany  are  Alfred 
M.  Ogle,  Charles  E.  Barrett  and  Harry  C.  Smith, 

The  Reliable  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000,  to  conduct  a  general  retail  coal  business. 
The  directors  and  incorporators  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany  are  John  McFayden,  Harry  C.  Smith  and 
Charles  E.  Barrett. 

Oscar  W.  Berg,  who  recently  disposed  of  his 
'lumber  business  at  Kennedy,  Minn.,  has  starte 
a  retail  coal  and  wood  business  at  Egelarid,  N.  U. 
Mr  Berg  selected  Egeland  as  his  location  after 
doing  considerable  traveling  in  search  of  a  city 
which  would  afford  him  the  desired  opening. 

The  firm  of  Robberts  &  Kingdon,  coal  dealers, 
Grinnel,  Iowa,  was  dissolved  the  first  of  last 
week  and  the  business  will  hereafter  be  conducted 
under  the  name  of  Kingdon  Bros.,  Mr._  Robberts 
retiring  and  F.  S.  Kingdon  having  associated  with 
him  in  the  business  his  brother,  C.  H.  Kingdon. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Wolschlag  Co-operative 
Coal  Co.!  Peoria,  III,  has  been  increased  from 
$14,000  to  $24,000.  The  stock  of  the  company, 
which  was  formerly  in  560  shares,  valued  at  $25 
each  by  this  reorganization  is  altered  to  140 
shares  worth  $100  each  at  par.  William  Wol¬ 
schlag  is  president  of  the  company. 

The  Acme  Coal  Co.,  Dayton,  Olno  has  beeii 
incorporated  by  L  M.  Polmg  L  R.  Dotson  H.  J 
Polino-  D.  W.  Robertson  and  E.  L.  Nuhall,  with 
a  capital  of  $5,000.  The  company  incorporated 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  a  retail  and  whole¬ 
sale  coal  business.  The  main  office  and  yard  will 
be  located  on  First  and  Meigs  street,  while  an 
other  yard  will  be  fitted  up  on  Third  street.  All 
of  the  incorporators  are  residents  of  Dayton. 

Theodore  Stopel,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
Lansing,  Mich.,  was  shot  under_  the  heart  re¬ 
cently  by  a  glancing  bullet.  He  is  not 
■  to  live.  Mr.  Stopel,  with  a  party  of  friends 
gathered  in  the  woods  outside  the  city  tor  a 
picnic  dinner.  They  camped  near  several  young 
men  who  were  shooting  at  a  target.  .One  of  the 
bullets  glanced  from  the  tree  on  which  the  tar¬ 
get  was  placed,  striking  Mr.  Stopel  in  the  chest. 

The  Indianapolis  Coal  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  2,000 
tons  of  coal  to  the  fire  departrnent  of  that  city, 
being  the  lowest  bidder  on  almost  all  of  the 
classes  of  coal.  The  prices  offered  were  as  fol¬ 
lows ;  Anthracite,  $6.72;  Ohio  Jackson,  $p5. 
Island  City,  lump,  $2.10;  cannel,  $4  75;  Pittsburg 
lump,  $3.70 ;  Brazil  block,  $2.75,  and  Pocahontas, 
$3.50.  Most  of  the  coal  used  will  be  Brazil 
block. 

The  Champaign  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Champaign,  III,  and  will  be  incorporated,  the 
capital  stock  being  $1,000.  There  are  forty  mem¬ 
bers,  the  majority  being  business  men  on  the 
east  side.  The  object  of  the  company  is  to  sell 
coal  to  consumers  for  cash  only,  even  the 
hers  and  directors  of  the  company  being  compelled 
to  pay  money  before  they  get  the  coal.  Tim  of¬ 
ficers  are  Theodore  L.  Block,  president;  r.  A. 
Wilske,  secretary;  F.  Hegenbart,  vice-president, 
W.  M.  Graham,  treasurer,  who,  together  with 


J.  C.  Kruse,  Thomas  E.  Lynch,  Thomas  McGraw 
Jr.,  G.  O.  Ostrand  and  F.  A.  Wiltz,  constitute 
the  board  of  directors. 

Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

The  firm  of  Pierson  &  Flanagan,  retail  coal 
and  ice  dealers  at  Madison,  N.  Y.,  has  been  dis¬ 
solved  by  mutual  consent,  Mr.  Flanagan  retiring 
from  the  business. 

The  Murphy  Coal  &  Wood  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Peabody,  Mass.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $20,000.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  P.  J. 
Murphy,  president,  and  E.  J.  Murphy,  treas¬ 
urer. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Neponset  River  Coal  Co.,  Milton,  Mass.,  showing 
a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  company  will 
handle  coal,  wood,  etc.,  at  retail,  and  is  incor¬ 
porated  by  T.  A.  Winslow,  of  Dorchester,  who  is 
also  its  president. 

Creditors  of  the  Thatcher  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
of  742  Broad  street.  New  York  City,  which  was 
declared  bankrupt  on  the  application  of  its  presi¬ 
dent,  James  W.  Thatcher,  held  their  first  meeting 
in  the  office  of  Referee  in  Bankruptcy  Edwin  G. 
Adams.  The  schedule  of  assets  and  liabilities 
as  submitted  showed  a  total  indebtedness  of 
$24,370.16,  against  assets  of  $18,012.64.  Harry 
V.  Osborne  was  appointed  trustee  by  Mr.  Adams 
with  the  consent  of  the  creditors.  Mr.  Thatcher 
announced  that  he  had  made  considerable  head¬ 
way  with  the  principal  creditors,  and  he  hoped  to 
be  able  to  reorganize  the  company.  Mr.  Adams 
set  July  24  as  the  date  of  the  next  meeting. 

Franklin  Lee,  one  of  Buffalo’s  venerable  citi¬ 
zens  and  oldest  coal  merchants,  died  recently  of 
heart  failure.  He  was  in  his  usual  health  the 
night  before  except  for  a  slight  difficulty  in 
breathing  and  his  death  must  have  been  quite 
painless.  He  was  eighty  years  old,  born  at  West- 
field,  N.  Y.,  February  twentieth,  1826,  the  son  of 
Oliver  and  Eliza  Lee.  His  early  life  was  passed  at 
Silver  Creek,  N.  Y.,  but  for  many  years  past  f  e  has 
been  a  resident  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  During  the 
fifties  he  was  closely  identified  with  the  lake  ship¬ 
ping  interests  of  Buffalo.  Beginning  in  1868, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Lee  &  Loomis,  he  carried 
on  an  extensive  coal  business  and  was  also  in¬ 
terested  in  dredging  and  contracting  with  the 
late  Charles  F.  Dunbar  under  the  name  of  Lee 
&  Dunbar.  About  1879  he  entered  the  lumber 
and  planing  mill  business  with  his  brother,  James 
H.  Lee.  He  retired  from  active  business  about 
1898. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Camden  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000, 
divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  and  their  holdings  are  W.  C.  Williams, 
118  shares ;  M.  L.  Dance,  three  shares,  and  Ches¬ 
ter  R.  Murphy,  three  shares.  The  limit  of  debt 
is  $25,000. 

The  Consumers  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  has  been  purchased  by  Ed.  F.  Carroll  and 
Peter  J.  Quigley,  both  well  known  young  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  that  city.  Mr.  Carroll  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  Bannon  Coal  Co.,  while  Mr. 
Quigley  has  been  in  the  wholesale  department  of 
B.  Lowenstein  &  Son  for  eleven  years.  The 
name  of  the  company  will  not  be  changed. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Eagle  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Linton,  Ind.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The 
directors  of  the  new  company  are  Aaron  Allsopp, 
Bert  Badders  and  Gus  DeBerry. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  by  the  New  York  &  Western 
Coal  Co.,  which  will  locate  in  that  state.  I  he 
company  has  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000. 

The  Ely  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  Aclam  Ely,  Wm.  J 
Frizell,  Thos.  E.  Palmer,  Jesse  B.  Ely  and  C.  V 
Nicholas.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  ot 


$30,000  and  will  conduct  a  general  mining  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

The  Sharon  Coal  &  Brick  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Danville,  111,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$30,000.  The  company  will  deal  in  coal  and  min¬ 
eral  lands,  buy  and  sell  brick,  tile,  etc.,  and  is 
incorporated  bv  H.  W.  Morris,  P.  H.  Smith,  R. 

W  Fiske,  C.  F.  Haworth  and  W.  P.  Holaday. 

Of  the  total  capital  stock  $16,800  is  already  paid 
in. 

The  Roanoke  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Pekin,  III,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $75,000,  of 
which  $37,500  is  held  by  James  Duggan,  of  Peo¬ 
ria,  and  $18,750  each  by  C.  J.  Cahill  and  J.  D. 
Cahill,  of  Chicago.  The  object  of  the  company  is 
to  conduct  a  general  mining  business  and  its  bie 
is  ninety-nine  years.  The  Roanoke  Supply  Co. 
has  also  been  reorganized  to  operate  stores  m 
connection  with  the  mining  company.  Both  of 
these  corporations  were  formerly  operated  by 
Charles  J.  Devlin. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  tower  shaft  of  the  No.  1  mine  of  the 
LaSalle  County  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  at  Jonesville. 
Ill,  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days 
ago.  The  loss  to  the  company  is  estimated  at 
seven  or  eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  Big  Five  Coal  Co.,  of  Moingona,  Iowa, 
is  sinking  a  new  shaft  on  the  farm  of  John 
Slater  near  that  city.  The  work  is  reported  as 
progressing  rapidly  and  the  mine  will  probably 
be  placed  in  operation  in  about  a  month. 

The  Fobes  &  Tompkins  Coal  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  is  pushing  the  opening  into  their  No.  7 
seam  of  coal  at  Dillon  with  all  possible  haste. 
The  land  which  is  underlaid  with  this  coal  was 
recently  purchased  from  Wm.  McCarragher. 

The  Erie  railway  is  grading  for  a  new  siding 
on  the  V.  T.  Shelton  farm,  near  Teegarden.  Ohio, 
where  a  mine  is  to  be  sunk  at  once  by  Card  & 
Prosser  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland.  The  siding  to  be 
constructed  will  be  capable  of  holding  thirty  cars. 

Wm.  S.  Foreman,  who  has  options  on  about 
20,000  acres  of  coal  land  near  Carlyle,  III, 
which  expire  August  first,  has  asked  the  farmers 
who  own  the  land  for  an  extension  of  one  year. 

It  is  thought  that  the  request  will  be  refused. 

Messrs.  West  &  Dugan,  who  have  been  pros¬ 
pecting  for  coal  in  the  vicinity  of  Rich  Hill, 
Mo.,  have  struck  a  vein  six  feet  nine  inches 
thick,  with  a  five-foot  hard  slate  roof.  A  large 
shaft  will  be  sunk  immediately,  which  will  em¬ 
ploy  a  big  number  of  men. 

The  Ledford  Coal  Co.,  organized  two  years 
ago  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  a  tract  of  900  acres  of  coal  land  near 
Harrisburg,  III,  has  sold  its  holding  to  Thomas 
O’Gara,  of  Chicago,  who,  it  is  understood,  is 
acting  for  a  party  of  Illinois  capitalists. 

Word  has  been  received  at  Columbus.  Ohio, 
that  the  options  taken  some  time  ago  by  Taylor, 
Taylor  &  Co.,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  on  about 
20,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Gallia  and  Law¬ 
rence  counties.  Ohio,  have  been  closed  and  the 
titles  transferred  to  a  party  of  eastern  capi¬ 
talists. 

The  proposition  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  to  build  a  coal  dock  on  its 
Connors’  point  property  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  has 
been  abandoned  for  the  present  season.  The 
contractors  who  have  the  plans  completed  say 
that  the  dock  will  be  erected  during  the  season 
of  1907. 

The  rates  on  coal  from  Indian  Territory  points 
to  Texas  points  have  been  increased  ten  cents  a 
ton.  The  mines  along  the  “Katy”  system  have 
now  reached  a  total  production  of  about  125 
cars  daily,  and  as  fast  as  possible  men  are 
being  hired,  but  it  is  not  known  when  the 
normal  output  will  be  reached. 

The  Tacoma  Smelting  Co.  has  purchased  the 
coal  mining  and  coke  plant  of  the  Western 
American  Co.  at  Fairfax,  ash.,  thirty-nvc 
miles  from  Tacoma,  together  with  2.000  acres 
of  mineral  lands.  The  coke  product  will  be  in¬ 
creased  from  the  present  output  of  100  tons  a 
day  to  400  tons  a  day,  supplying  both  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  Tacoma  smelters.  While  the  con¬ 
sideration  is  named  as  nominal,  it  is  understood 
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tlie  properly  is  esliinatecl  to  be  worth  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1,000,000. 

Circuit  Judge  Eugene  K.  Kimbrough,  of  Dan¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  has  been  chosen  to  arbitrate  the  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  miners  and  o])erators  of  Illi¬ 
nois  which  were  not  settled  at  the  recent  con¬ 
ferences  at  Springfield.  Judge  Kimbrough  will 
hear  both  sides  and  render  decisions  upon  the 
points  in  dispute.  It  has  been  agreed  that  his 
decisions  shall  be  final. 

E.  P.  Kuysschcrt  &  Co.,  mining  operators,  arc 
preparing  to  install  a  $15,000  steam  shovel  at 
their  coal  beds  along  the  Santa  Fe,  near  Tulsa, 
1.  T.,  which  will  make  it  possible  to  load  200 
cars  of  coal  daily.  Tulsa  coal  is  of  a  good 
(piality,  standing  exposure  well  and  burns  freely. 
It  is  used  considerably  bj'  the  P'risco  and  other 
roads  traversing  the  territory. 

J.  M.  Heil,  a  merchant  of  Rayland,  Ohio,  has 
secured  an  injunction  against  the  Glens  Run  Coal 
Co.  and  its  superintendent,  Philip  Maurer,  re¬ 
straining  them  from  preventing  him  from  deliv¬ 
ering  his  groceries  to  union  miners  in  company 
houses  along  a  public  thoroughfare.  He  was 
ordered  to- discontinue  delivering  provisions  be¬ 
cause  he  sympathized  with  the  strikers. 

C.  W.  Gebo,  representing  a  party  of  easterji 
capitalists,  has,  purchased  11,580  acres  of  land 
in  Big  Horn  and  Freemont  counties,  Wyoming. 
The  coal  underlying  the  land  is  said  to  be  the 
best  ever  found  in  the  state.  The  consideration 
j)aid  for  the  land  was  ten  dollars  per  acre. 
Active  development  work  will  be  commenced 
within  a  short  time,  including  electric  plants. 

Attorney  General  Sturdevant,  of  Wisconsin,  has 
handed  an  opinion  to  Secretary  of  State  Houser 
holding  that  the  state  will  not  allow  articles  of 
incorporation  to  be  amended  and  to  have  incor¬ 
porated  under  such  an  amendment,  a  provision 
delegating  all  the  power  of  a  corporation’s  direc¬ 
tors  to  an  officer  or  agent.  The  amendment 
sought  to  be  filed  apparently  had  for  its  purpose 
the  delegation  of  all  the  power  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  to  one  individual  for  the  purpose  of  having 
other  corporations  delegate  their  powers  to  tins 
one  individual.  The  general  holds  that  such  an 
act  is  against  public  policy. 

The  Simmons  Coal  Co.,  Canton,  Ill.,  has  be¬ 
gun  sinking  a  large  coal  mine  on  the  old  Rohrer 
farm,  two  miles  north  of  Canton  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad.  The  company 
owns  about  160  acres  of  land  at  this  locality  and 
has  forty  men  at  work  sinking  a  130-foot  shaft. 
The  work  will  be  continued  day  and  night  until 
coal  is  struck.  The  mine  when  completed  will 
give  employment  to  250  or  300  men.  The  officers 
of  the  company  are  Thos.  Simmons,  president; 
Chas.  Simmons,  vice-president,  and  Joseph  Sim¬ 
mons,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  three  officers 
also  constitute  the  board  of  directors. 

As  a  result  of  the  injunction  suit  filed  a  short 
time  ago  by  the  Ohio  state  mine  inspector 
against  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  at  Athens,  Ohio, 
restraining  said  company  from  operating  its 
mines  until  such  time  as  it  complied  with  the 
laws  of  Ohio  for  the  proper  protection  of  the 
miners,  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  it  is  reported,  will 
institute  proceedings  for  damages  against  the  in¬ 
spector.  The  Luhrig  Coal  Co.  will  base  its  ac¬ 
tion,  if  suit  is  filed,  on  the  ground  that  prior  to  the 
filing  of  the  injunction  suit  the  state  mine  inspector 
closed  its  mines  without  authority  from  the 
courts,  and  after  being  requested  by  said  com¬ 
pany  to  give  it  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to 
make  the  changes  necessary  to  comply  with  the 
law  by  posting  notices  at  its  mines  forbidding  the 
miners  to  enter  under  penalty  of  law. 

John  W.  Helms,  of  Linton,  Ind.,  has  found  a 
fine  field  of  coal  in  the  eastern  part  of  Greene 
county,  near  Koleen.  Mr.  Helms  has  been  drill¬ 
ing  in  the  hills  for  several  weeks.  He  has  options 
on  3,000  acres  of  land  in  that  vicinity  and  the 
Motion  railroad  runs  within  a  mile  of  his  find. 
Drill  holes  show  five  feet  and  four  inches  of  an 
excellent  quality  of  coal  of  the  “peacock”  variety. 
Mr.  Helms  thinks  it  is  the  Raglesville  ,  vein  of 
coal.  The  coal  lies  about  ninety  feet  from  the 
surface  where  he  drilled,  but  there  are  many 
outcroppings  in  the  hills,  making  the  conditions 
ideal  for  a  shaft.  One  remarkable  thing  about 
this  find  is  that  the  drill  penetrated  eighty  feet 
of  solid  limestone  before  the  coal  was  reached, 
so  that  practically  no  curbing  would  be  necessary 


in  a  shaft,  and  a  “roof”  of  this  kind  would  be 
more  than  ordinarily  safe.  A  company,  to  be 
known  as  the  Rockwood  Coal  Co.,  is  already 
being  formed,  and  a  mine  will  be  put  down  at 
once.  Several  Linton  men  are  interested  in  the 
new  field. 

'I'he  mine  of  the  Evansville  Coal  Mine  Co., 
near  Evansville,  Ind.,  has  been  abandoned  by 
its  owners.  The  mine  is  flooded  with  water, 
the  flow  of  which  is  too  great  for  the  pumps  to 
overcome.  It  is  probable  that  the  roofs  of  the 
mine  passages  will  cave  in  within  a  very  short 
time  unless  the  owners  decide  to  again  take  up 
the  battle  against  the  water.  The  trouble  with 
the  water  started  in  April.  The  owners  fought 
manfully  in  an  endeavor  to  pump  out  the  water, 
but  a  great  vein  had  seemingly  been  opened 
and  the  passages  filled  rapidly.  During  the  past 
week  the  pumps,  tracks  and  other  equipment 
was  removed  from  the  mine  and  it  has  been 
abandoned  at  the  loss  of  many  thousands  of 
dollars.  'I'he  Diamond  mine  is  located  a  short 
distance  from  the  abandoned  mine.  'I'he  owners 
of  the  former  have  arranged  to  install  a  new 
pump  in  order  to  combat  the  overflow  of  water 
expected  from  the  old  shaft.  Owners  of  the 
Diamond  plant  stated  last  night  that  they  did 
not  apprehend  any  serious  danger  from  the  over¬ 
flow,  but  were  Lnstalling  the  new  pump  to  be 
ready  if  the  danger  should  occur. 

The  supreme  court  of  'Washington  has  decided 
that  a  man  who  goes  on  unsurveyed  government 
lands  and  builds  a  cabin  and  opens  a  coal  mine  is 
entitled  to  the  cabin  and  mine  and  necessary 
land  for  his  improvements  as  against  any  other 
person  that  may  come  along  in  his  absence  and 
take  possession.  The  case  was  Syrenus  Davis, 
John  P.  Hartman,  Henry  C.  Davis  and  L.  H. 
Davis,  respondents  and  plaintiffs  below,  versus 
A.  U.  Dennis,  A.  A.  Dennis,  George  Weikel  and 
Ella  C.  Weikel.  The  land  is  in  Lewis  county. 
Wash.,  sixteen  miles  from  a  wagon  road  and 
one  hundred  miles  from  a  railroad.  The  plain¬ 
tiffs  entered  on  the  land  in  1895  and  went  to  it 
from  time  to  time  and  worked  on  the  coal  mine. 
In  1903  the  defendants  took  possession  and  re¬ 
fused  to  move.  The  lower  court  found  for  the 
plaintiffs  and  the  supreme  court  affirms  the 
lower,  which  entered  a  judgment  of  ouster.  The 
supreme  court  finds  that  prior  possession  is  the 
only  question  involved  and  that  there  had  been 
no  abandonment  of  the  claim  by  the  plaintiffs, 
one  of  whom  had  gone  to  Washington,  D.  C., 
to  ask  that  the  claim  be  not  included  in  a  forest 
reserve.  The  land  was  not  subject  to  entry,  and 
those  now  entitled  to  possession  will  have  to  take 
their  chances  with  the  government. 

Because  C.  J.  Devlin’s  memory  was  not  good 
and  he  forgot  that  he  had  turned  over  $24,000 
worth  of  stock  in  the  Pittsburg  &  Midway  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.  to  W.  and  J.  Lanyon,  and  then 
secured  duplicate  stock  to  replace  that  which  he 
thought  he  had  lost,  Arthur  K.  Lanyon  and 
Alvin  H.  Lanyon,  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  may  be 
liable  for  $24,000  for  the  duplicate  stock  which 
they  issued  as  president  and  secretary  of  the 
coal  company.  'The  Central  National  Bank,  of 
Topeka,  which  acquired  the  second  issue  of  the 
stock,  has  found  that  there  is  already  outstand¬ 
ing  the  original  stock.  It  has,  therefore,  brought 
suit  in  the  Girard  division  of  the  Crawford 
county  district  court  against'  A.  K.  Lanyon  and 
A.  H.  Lanyon  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Midway  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.  for  $24,000,  the  amount  of  the 
“fictitious  securities”  which  the  Topeka  bank 
claims  to  hold.  According  to  the  petition  which 
has  been  filed  in  the  case,  Mr.  Devlin  before 
his  death  owned  240  shares  in  the  Pittsburg  & 
Midway  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  of  this  city, 
valued  at  $24,000.  He  pledged  this  stock  as 
collateral  for  a  debt  due  W.  and  J.  Lanyon,  of 
Mineral  Point,  Wis.,  and  they  are  now  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  stock.  In  course  of  time,  according 
to  the  petition  filed  in  court,  Mr.  Devlin  forgot 
that  he  had  transferred  the  stock  to  the  Lanyons 
of  Wisconsin,  forgot  what  he  had  done  with  the 
$24,000  worth.  Consequently  he  made  affidavit 
that  the  stock  had  become  lost  or  destroyed  and 
in  December,  1903,  it  is  alleged,  A.  K.  Lanyon, 
as  president,  and  A.  H.  Lanyon.  as  secretary, 
of  the  Pittsburg  &  Midway  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
issued  duplicate  stock  to  him.  It  is  alleged, 
however,  that  they  failed  to  surrender  the  for¬ 
mer  certificate  of  stock  or  specify  on  the  new 
issue  that  it  was  to  take  the  place  of  the  lost 
stock. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Jenney  Gap  Coal  &  Land  Co.,  Charleston, 
W.  'Va.,  showing  $50,000  capital  stock. 

The  Dixon  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  to 
operate  coal  mines  in  Green  township,  Indiana 
county.  Pa.  'I'he  new  company  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000  and  will  operate  on  a  large 
scale. 

The  Chelyan  Land  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  stock  of  $300,000.  The  incorporat¬ 
ors  are  W.  G.  Matthews,  M.  M.  Williamson,  F. 
M.  Carnes  and  associates. 

The  Waltersburg  Coke  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $20,000,  has  effected  an  organization  in  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  by  the  selection  of  these  directors: 
W.  A.  Stone,  L.  H.  l-'rasher,  W.  E.  Crow,  A.  P. 
Austin,  William  Allison,  Albert  Gaddis  and  R.  J. 
Humphries.  The  directors  elected  W.  A.  Stone 
preshient;  A.  Gaddis,  vice-president;  George  H. 
Bortz,  secretary,  and  W.  C.  Black,  treasurer.  The 
Waltersburg  company  recently  purchased  the 
plant  of  the  O’Connell  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  consist¬ 
ing  of  thirty-five  ovens,  and  will  build  115  more 
ovens  to  make  a  150  oven  plant.  They  also  pur¬ 
chased  150  acres  of  coal  from  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  has  set  aside  $300,000 
to  be  used  in  opening  a  new  mine  near  Lumber- 
port,  Harrison  county,  W.  Va. 

The  South  Baltimore  Steel,  Car  &  Foundry 
Co.,  which  has  a  contract  for  building  3,000  coal 
cars  for  the  Fairmont  and  Somerset  coal  com¬ 
panies,  has  begun  to  make  deliveries.  All  are  to 
be  finished  by  December. 

William  Douthitt,  fifty-five  years  of  age,  ex¬ 
sheriff  and  prominent  coal  operator  of  Lawrence 
county.  Pa.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  his  home  in 
Newcastle.  He  was  born  in  Big  Beaver  township 
and  spent  his  entire  life  in  that  county.  Mr. 
Douthitt  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  four  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  Wabash  railway,  on  July  eighth,  com¬ 
menced  operating  the  Cross  Creek  railroad,  a 
six-mile  coal  road  built  by  the  Washington  coun¬ 
ty  (Pa.)  Coal  Co.  from  Avella,  on  the  Pittsburg 
line  of  the  Wabash.  Passenger  and  freight  ser¬ 
vice  will  be  installed  on  the  new  road  in  a  short 
time. 

The  Bessemer  Coke  Co.  has  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  for  the  erection  of  one  hundred  coke  ovens 
at  Millsboro,  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  to  the 
Bessemer  Contracting  &  Ballast  Co.,  of  McKees¬ 
port,  Pa.  It  is  said  another  hundred  ovens  will 
be  started  as  soon  as  the  first  contract  is  com¬ 
pleted. 

Fire  of  mysterious  origin  recently  destroyed 
the  tipple,  washery,  fan  house,  oil  house  and 
blacksmith  shop  of  the  Jamison  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Crab  Tree,  Pa.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $75,000,’ 
fully  covered  by  insurance.  The  stables  and  en¬ 
gine  houses  of  the  company  were  saved  through 
the  hard  work  of  200  miners. 

J.  C.  Kellogg,  United  States  consul  at  Colon, 
says  that  during  the  twelve  months  ended  May  31 
about  168,000  tons  of  coal  had  arrived  at  that 
Panama  port,  making  an  average  of  14,000  tons 
per  month.  All  of  this  coal  came  from  the  United 
States,  principally  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  but  was 
shipped  in  foreign  bottoms  flying  the  Norwegian 
flag. 

Work  at  the  No.  10  colliery  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.,  Pittston,  Pa.,  has  been  discontinued 
while  the  breaker,  which  is  in  a  dangerous  con¬ 
dition,  is  being  torn  down.  A  new  and  modern 
structure  will  be  erected  at  shaft  No.  9.  which 
will  also  serve  No.  10.  It  is  expected  that  the 
new  breaker  will  be  in  operation  before  winter 
sets  in. 

The  work  of  preparing  the  Elm  Grove  Coal  Co. 
mine  at  Elm  Grove,  W.  Va.,  for  the  installation 
of  new  and  modern  mining  machinery  is  now  in 
progress.  The  mules  will  also  be  removed  from 
the  mine  and  electric  motors  used  in  their  stead. 
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The  tipple  of  the  company  has  been  raised  so 
as  to  permit  loading  coal  on  three  tracks  in¬ 
stead  of  two. 

The  H.  T.  Wilson  Coal  Co.,  formerly  of  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  has  reorganized  and  incorporated  in 
West  Virginia  with  a  capital  stock  of  $200,000 
for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal  near  Logan  in  that 
state.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  H.  T.  Wil¬ 
son,  president;  William  Sweeny,  vice-president; 
E.  R.  Johnson,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  L.  S. 
Stanley,  general  counsel. 

The  old  Hillman  vein  mine  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
has  resumed  operations  after  an  idleness  of  more 
than  ten  years.  At  the  time  the  mine  was  closed 
it  was  thought  that  all  the  coal  had  been  removed, 
but  M.  J.  Healey,  who  has  signed  the  leas.e  for  the 
property,  expects  to  remove  thousands  of  tons. 
Work  was  to  have  been  commenced  a  month  ago, 
but  a  serious  cave  caused  a  delay. 

Matthew  Beddow,  aged  sixty-eight,  president  of 
the  burough  council  of  Minersville,  Pa.,  for  twen¬ 
ty  years,  is  dead.  The  deceased  was  a  coal  operat¬ 
or  in  the  lower  anthracite  basin  for  many  years. 
He  was  an  expert  on  the  anthracite  coal  meas¬ 
ures  and  his  advice  was  frequently  sought  by 
coal  corporations.  He  also  was  interested  in  a 
number  of  institutions  in  Schuylkill  county  and 
was  a  large  real  estate  owner. 

To  meet  ' the  increased  demand  for  coke  and 
for  fuel  with  the  enlargement  of  its  Bethlehem 
plant,  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Co.  has  begun  nego¬ 
tiations  for  a  large  block  of  coal  lands  in  Cam¬ 
bria  county.  There  are  4,000  acres  in  the  tract 
and  some  mines  are  already  opened.  Railroad  fa¬ 
cilities  are  good  and  the  haul  is  short  to  Beth¬ 
lehem,  so  that  the  proposition  is  regarded  as  fa¬ 
vorable  for  the  Schwab  interests.  The  deal  will 
involve  about  $1,500,000  and  will  be  one  of  the 
most  extensive  that  has  taken  place  in  central 
Pennsylvania  in  some  years. 

The  Clare  Coke  Co.,  recently  formed  under 
the  presidency  of  James  A.  Bennett,  of  Greens- 
burg,  has  bought  the  coking  properties  heretofore 
owned  by  Joshua  W.  Rhodes  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg, 
under  the  name  of  the  Penn  Coke  Co.  The  sale 
was  consummated  by  Blair  &  Lane,  of  Greens- 


burg.  There  are  100  coke  ovens  on  the  property, 
which  the  new  owners  will  improve,  and  to  which 
a  battery  of  fifty  ovens  will  be  added.  The  prod¬ 
uct  is  chiefly  foundry  coke,  which  will  be  mar¬ 
keted  under  the  name  of  Clare  instead  of  Rhodes. 
Lawrence  E.  Walters,  of  this  city,  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  new  company,  which  will 
have  headquarters  in  Greensburg. 

Orders  which  are  believed  to  mean  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  a  considerable  portion  of  '•he  business  dis¬ 
trict  of  Centralia,  Pa.,  have  been  issued  by  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  These  orders 
direct  residents  to  remove  their  buildings  from 
the  land  on  which  they  are  placed,  as  the  com¬ 
pany  intends  to  mine  the  pillars  of  coal  which 
support  the  surface.  This  will  undoubtedly  cause 
the  surface  to  cave  in.  The  action  follows  a 
recent  decision  absolving  coal  companies  from 
damages  in  such  events.  The  property  affected 
is  valued  at  between  $60,000  and  $70,000  and  is 
near  the  center  of  the  town.  Several  of  the  own¬ 
ers  who  did  not  know  they  had  bought  only  the 
surface  rights  talk  of  instituting  legal  action. 

Plans  for  the  organization  of  the  Coal  Operat¬ 
ors’  Association  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  which 
have  been  under  way  for  some  time,  have  been 
allowed  to  rest  for  a  few  weeks.  The  desire  to 
bring  all  the  operators  in  this  portion  of  the 
state  into  the  organization  has  caused  the  mat¬ 
ter  to  move  slowly.  All  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
movement  are  out  of  the  country  at  present  and 
their  presence  is  necessary  before  a  final  agree¬ 
ment  is  drawn  up.  The  matter,  however,  is  still 
a  live  one.  The  question  of  having  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  as  a  member  has  not  been  fully 
determined  upon  as  yet.  The  question  of  voting 
power  must  be  definitely  settled,  and  this  will 
have  to  be  considered  carefully.  It  is  desired 
that  no  one  interest  or  corporation  shall  have 
a  majority  of  votes  in  the  association  and  in 
this  way  the  small  independents  will  be  always 
well  represented  in  deliberations. 

The  Hallstead  colliery  of  the  Delaware,  Lack¬ 
awanna  &  Western  company  in  Duryea,  Pa., 
which  has  been  shut  down  since  the  strike  of 
1902,  will  soon  be  in  operation  again,  since  the 


officials  of  the  company,  after  a  hard  four  years’ 
fight,  have  succeeded  in  ridding  the  mine  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  water  with  which  it  was 
flooded  immediately  after  the  strike  order  went 
into  effect  in  1902.  At  that  time  the  strikers 
called  off  the  steam  men  and  the  officials  were 
unable  to  prevent  the  flooding  of  the  entire  mine. 
The  inrushing  water  was  given  full  sway  and 
was  not  molested  until  several  months  after  the 
termination  of  the  strike.  It  was  then  that  the 
company  officials  decided  to  reclaim  the  workings 
by  placing  in  operation  a  number  of  small  pumps. 
When  it  was  seen  that  these  could  not  get  con¬ 
trol  of  the  situation,  fourteen  larger  and  more 
modern  pumps  were  placed  in  operation.  Each 
of  these  pumps  has  a  capacity  of  5,000  gallons  per 
minute,  and  ere  they  were  in  position  long  there 
was  a  noticeable  decrease  in  the  amount  of  water 
in  the  underground  workings.  The  work  has  so 
far  progressed  that  a  force  of  men  are  now  em¬ 
ployed  getting  the  inside  of  the  mine  in  proper 
condition  for  a  resumption  of  work.  It  is  said 
that  there  is  about  two  million  tons  of  coal  re¬ 
maining  unmined,  which  insures  a  long  period  of 
prosperity  to  the  borough  of  Duryea. 

Severe  criticism  of  the  management  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  especially  by 
George  H.  Earle  Jr.,  one  of  the  largest  stock¬ 
holders  and  a  voting  trustee,  has  brought  a  re¬ 
ply  from  Lewis  A.  Riley,  its  president.  Particu¬ 
lar  fault  has  been  found  with  the  limit  to  which 
the  company’s  canal  is  operated.  Regarding  this 
Mr.  Riley  says :  “I  fully  appreciate  the  value  of 
the  canal  property,  and  I  also  must  recognize  the 
limitations  of  canal  transportation.  We  are  try¬ 
ing  to  get  the  most  out  of  the  operation  of  the 
Lehigh  and  the  Delaware  division  canal.  It  is 
true  that  they  afford  a  water  route  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Philadelphia.  But  it  must  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  the  maintenance  and  operation  of 
canals  is  a  precarious  business.  Our  canals  in 
the  Lehigh  and  Delaware  valleys  are  unavoidably 
subject  to  washouts.  We  have  been  put  to  much 
trouble  and  expense  on  this  account.  The  bed 
of  the  Lehigh  river  is  now  so  full  of  coal  dirt, 
as  the  result  of  years  of  mining  in  its  basin  by 
the  Lehigh  Navigation  and  other  companies,  that 
every  freshet  silts  up  the  canal  and  slack  water 
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pools  above  the  locks.  This  requires  frequent 
dredging  to  keep  the  canal  open.  Under  the  New 
Jersey  Central  lease  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  Lehigh  Navigation  Co.  from  diverting  coal 
from  the  railroad  to  the  cpal.  We  could  ship 
every  i^ound  of  coal  we  mine  by  the  canal  if  it 
was  possible.  We  are  now  using  the  canal  as 
far  as  we  can  make  water  deliveries,  and  the 
company  is  doing  a  large  part  of  what  might  he 
called  the  water  trade  of  Philadelphia,  bhould 
we  liring  coal  to  Philatlelphia  by  canal  and  then 
try  to  deliver  it  by  car  or  wagon  to  industries 
reached  directly  by  railroads,  the  cost  would  eat 
up  all  that  we  save  by  cheaper  water  transpOTta- 
tion  from  the  mines.  Further,  if  the  Lehigh  Coal 
&  Navigation  Co.  should  go  into  the  markets  of 
the  railroad-coal  companies  and  seek  trade  by 
reducing  prices,  the  railroads  would  simply  meet 
our  prices.  This  would  demoralize  the  coal  trade 
and  make  it  unprofitable  for  all.  Only  for  six 
months  in  the  year  is  the  canal  open  for  traffic. 
Our  customers  naturally  want  coal  all  the  year 
round.  We  can  not  expect  to  hold  them  m  the 
summer,  when  the  canal  is  open,  if  in  the  winter, 
when  coal  is  in  most  demand,  they  are  to  be 
obliged  to  buy  elsewhere.”  Notwithstanding  the 
cold  water  which  President  Riley  throws  upon 
the  canal  proposition  and  of  the  urgent  sugges¬ 
tions  of  stockholders  of  the  company  as  to  how 
the  canal  route  might  be  utilized,  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  public  discussion  _  of  the  matter 
is  causing  the  management  to  give  the  subject 
new  consideration. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Crystal  Falls  Coal  Co.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$.50,000  by  G.  L.  Scruggs  and  associates. 

The  Cedrom  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  engage  in  mining,  manu¬ 
facturing,  buying  and  selling  of  coal,  coke,  lime¬ 
stone,  etc.  The  authorized  capital  stock  of  the 


company  is  $5,000,  of  which  $2,000  has  been  paid 
in.  The  incorporators,  directors  and  officers  are 
W.  C.  Shackelford,  president  and  treasurer; 
J.  B.  Ritter,  vice-president,  and  J.  ,B.  Bicknell, 
secretary. 

The  Choctaw  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  and  will  on  August  first  assume  the  op¬ 
eration  of  the  Walker  county  mines  of  the  Gal¬ 
loway  Coal  Co.,  under  a  lease  which  provides  for 
the  production  of  Uie  coal  and  delivery  to  the 
Galloway  company  in  the  railroad  cars  at  the 
tipple,  'f  he  officers  of  the  Choctaw  company  are : 
Robert  Galloway,  chairman  of  the  board ;  Cyrus 
Garnsey  Jr.,  president  and  treasurer;  John  R. 
Pill,  vice-president  and  general  manager;  R.  R. 
Henderson,  secretary.  This  lease  does  not 
change  the  management,  it  is  understood,  and  will 
in  no  wise  affect  the  employes.  The  Galloway 
Coal  Co.  will  continue  to  operate  its  stores  and 
will  sell  its  own  product.  The  organization  of 
the  Choctaw  company  interests  in  the  operation 
of  the  property  of  the  Galloway  company  Mr. 
John  R.  Pill,  who  has  been  general  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  mines  of  the  company  for  a  long 
time.  He  is  one  of  the  successful  operators  in 
Alabama.  In  addition  to  the  Walker  county 
mines  Mr.  Pill  is  general  superintendent  of  the 
mines  at  Garnsey,  in  Shelby  county. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Directors  of  the  Green  River  Coal  Co.,  Par¬ 
kersburg,  Ky.,  have  employed  attorneys  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  complete  titles  to  4,000  acres  of  coal 
land  on  the  Green  river  near  Greenville,  Ky. 
In  addition  to  this  land  the  company  has  options 
on  8,000  acres  of  other  lands  in  the  same  county 
which  will  also  be  surveyed  and  conveyed  to 
the  company. 

The  Alpine  Coal  Co.,  operating  mines  at  Al¬ 
pine,  Ky.,  and  having  general  offices  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  has  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy 
in  the  federal  court  at  Chattanooga  giving  its 
liabilities  at  $30,000.  The  assets  of  the  company 
are  estimated  at  $100,000.  The  officers  of  the 


company  are  T.  M.  McConnell,  president,  and 
J.  T.  Hill,  secretary. 

The  controversy  which  has  been  raging  for 
several  weeks  in  Richmond,  Norfolk  and  other 
Virginia  cities  because  of  a  reduction  in  freight 
rates  on  coal  to  manufacturers  but  not  to  other 
consumers,  has  been  settled  by  another  revision 
of  the  rates  by  the  two  roads  concerned,  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 
Both  roads  have  issued  statements  through  local 
representatives,  that  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
being  as  follows;  “The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Rail¬ 
way  Co.  has  determined,  after  deliberate  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  matter,  to  withdraw  the  re¬ 
cently  published  rates  on  coal  for  manufacturing 
purposes,  and  to  publish,  effective  on  legal  no¬ 
tice,  reduced  rates  on  all  grades  of  coal  for 
all  receivers  or  consumers.  Since  the  manu¬ 
facturers’  rates  were  published  there  have  been 
constant  complaints  from  manufacturers  who 
were  evidently  entitled  to  rates,  but  because  of 
lack  of  track  or  storage  facilities,  were  not  in  po¬ 
sition  to  avail  themselves  of  the  rates.  The  coal 
dealers  also  who  sell  to  manufacturers  could  not 
secure  the  lower  rates,  because  they  were  not 
manufacturers.  The  railway  desired  that  all  es¬ 
tablishments  creating  freight  should  have  the  ben¬ 
efit  of  the  lower  rates,  but  found  it  impracticable 
to  apply  them  without  conflict,  hence  it  was 
thought  wise  to  recall  the  manufacturers’  rates 
and  substitute  a  schedule  of  rates  on  all  grades 
of  coal  for  all  purposes,  regardless  of  to  whom 
the  coal  was  consigned,  that  should  be  something 
higher  than  the  manufacturers’  rates,  but  lower 
than  the  commercial  rates  heretofore  in  effect. 
The  rates  determined  upon  will  be  to  Richmond, 
Norfolk  and  intermediate  points  from  New  River 
district,  $1.50  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds,  and  from 
Kanawha  district  $1.00  per  ton  of  2,000  pounds. 
For  information  it  may  be  proper  to  say  that 
this  rate  from  New  River  is  but  twelve  cents 
higher  than  the  rate  on  the  same  grade  of  coal 
from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
railroads’  coal  fields  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  although 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railway  hauls  the  coal 
130  miles  further  than  either  of  those  lines.” 
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Genera.!  Review  of  tKe  MarketSi 


A  careful  survey  of  tlie  coutlit  ons  prevailing  in  the  coal  market, 
both  east  and  west,  during  the  month  of  July  shows  that  in  general 
the  trade  conditions  which  have  i)revailed  were  largely  normal  for 
the  season  and  that  where  exceptional  conditions  existed  they  si)rung 
naturally  from  causes  easily  recognized  and  ex[)lained. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  the  strong  market  which  pre¬ 
vailed  during  the  weeks  following  the  resumption  of  operation  lollow- 
ing  the  settlement  of  labor  dilticulties  continued  well  into  the  early 
part  of  July.  While  this  activity  has  largely  ceased,  there  was  no 
sudden  stoppage  of  demand,  hut  a  falling  off  so  gradual  that  the 
trade  was  given  ample  time  to  adjust  itself  to  the  circumstances. 
The  end  of  July  found  the  anthracite  coal  trade  for  the  inost  part 
(piiet  in  the  east,  hut  with  a  record  for  the  month  which  was  very 
satisfactory  when  brought  iirto  com})arison  with  the  record  for  the 
preceding  years.  Competent  judges  believe  that  the  tminage  already 
taken  at  distributing  and  consuming  centers  east  of  the  mines  is  in 
the  aggregate  sutficiently  large  to  justify  expectation  of  a  quiet  and 
even  dull  market  there  until  well  into  September,  after  which  a 
sti’ong  revival  of  demand  is  expected. 

Exactly  reverse  conditions  have  prevailed  with  the  western  anthra¬ 
cite  market.  In  this  territory  the  resumption  of  work  after  the 
strike  aroused  little  interest  so  far  as  any  effect  upon  demand  is  con¬ 
cerned.  The  market  throughout  the  month  of  July  has  been  sluggish 
in  the  extreme,  men  old  in  the  business  stating  that  they  have  never 
known  the  aggregate  sales  for  July  to  total  such  a  small  tonirage. 
As  the  consumption  of  anthracite  during  the  colder  months  holds  very 
nearly  uniform  from  year  to  ,year,  it  is  reasonable  to  bel  eve  that  this 
prolonged  period  of  stagnation  is  to  he  off.set  by  a  corresponding  rush 
of  business  in  the  near  future.  It  is  jrredicted  that  this  abnormally 
l-rge  demand,  condensed  into  an  unusually  short  space  of  time,  will 
result  in  a  congestion  of  orders  sure  to  cause  });olonged  delays  in 
delivery. 

Until  the  latter  part  of  the  month  comparatively  little  anthracite 
had  been  forwarded  to  the  docks  on  the  upper  lakes,  but  the  last  fort¬ 
night  has  shown  an  improvement  in  this  respect,  the  last  week 
especially  showing  an  increase  in  shipments  hy  lake  from  Buffalo 
of  s'xty^per  cent  over  the  preceding  week.  While  western  selling 
agents,  as  indicated  above,  expect  a  congestion  of  orders  for  a  short 
time,  they  do  not  look  for  any  continued  shortage,  but  believe  that 
conditions  in  the  anthracite  trade  for  the  season  will  become  normal 
as  soon  as  the  first  rush  is  over. 

Conditions  in  the  Eastern  Bituminous  Trade. 

^^'ith  occasional  flurries  of  activity  the  seaboard  bituminous  mar- 
■  ket  has  been  very  quiet  throughout  the  month  of  July,  presenting 
no  features  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  material  effect  upon 
trade  conditions,  either  stimulating  or  depressing.  There  has  been 
no  unusual  stagnation  and  the  weekly  forwarding  has  been  about 
normal  for  the  season.  The  opening  of  August  seems  to  have  been 
marked  with  hesinnings  of  improvement,  jiroducers  and  whole.salers 
reporting  inquines  which  indicate  dejiletion  of  stocks  and  a  revival 
of  trade  in  the  near  future. 

Even  with  the  market  in  its  present  quiet  state  the  car  supply 
IS  hardly  equal  to  the  demand,  with  many  signs  ])ointmg  to  a  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  scarcity,  making  it  evident  that  those  uho  will 
have  pressing  need  for  su2)})lies  at  an  early  date  should  not  wait  until 
the  last  minute,  hut  lay  in  stocks  in  advance  of  actual  necessities. 

With  the  settlement  of  labor  difficulties  in  the  Elearfield,  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  and  Pittsburg  vein  districts,  the  relations  of  capital 
and  labor  are  again  on  a  normal  basis  in  all  hut  a  few  restricted  and 
.comparatively  unimportant  areas,  although  fears  of  a  reopening  of 
strife  are  entertained  in  some  quarters  where  the  minei's  are  dis¬ 
satisfied,  feeling  that  they  did  not  gain  as  much  as  they  should  have 
in  the  settlements  reached. 

While  the  terms  of  labor  are  now  fairly  well  established,  the 
-  supply  of  labor  continues  to  be  an  important  (piestion  in  almost  every 


field  from  the  seaboard  to  Ohio.  The  high  state  of  prosperity  i)revail- 
ing  in  all  industries  has  drawn  many  miners  into  other  occupations, 
and  this,  with  otiier  causes,  has  so  reduced  the  availal)le  supply  that 
many  2)roducers  are  unable  to  accept,  or  it  act-epted,  to  fill  all  the 
orders  olfered  to  them.  While  this  difficulty  is  great  in  centi’al  and 
eastern  Pennsvlvania,  it  is  most  acute  in  the  Pittsburg  and  West 
Virginia  fields',  where  the  coke  as  well  as  coal  operations  are  adoi»ting 
every  jxjssible  means  to  secure  more  help,  even,  in  some  ca>es,  to  the 
extent  of  the  verv  (juestionahle  methoil  of  systematically  attempting 
lo  hire  men  away  from  each  other. 

Shipments  by  the  Ohio  river  are  still  waiting  the  long  delayed 
lise  in  the  water  kage  and  the  Pittsburg  harbor  is  becoming  congested 
with  the  immense*  tleet  of  barges  already  filled  and  await  iig  the  first 
op])ortunity  to  move.  Prices  cui'rent  at  Pittsburg  have  remained  firm 
for  some  time,  hut  have  not  materially  advanc(“d  e.xcepting  in  the 
coke  market. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Advancing  in  Price. 

Trade  conditions  in  the  West  Virginia  fields  are  likewise  satis¬ 
factory,  demand  being  so  close  to  cajiacity  that  there  have  iieen  in¬ 
stances  of  premiums  being  paid  above  circular  where  urgent  need 
demanded  the  filling  of  orders  out  of  their  regular  turn.  Prices  on 
some  sizes  of  splint  coal  have  already  advanced,  and  on  other  sizes 
and  on  .smokeless  coals  advances  are  announced  for  Septemiier  first. 

Apart  from  the  large  local  consumption  by  the  great  industries 
located  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  mines,  the  strength  of 
the  Pittsburg  and  West  Virginia  coal  market  at  the  ]):esent  time 
is  chiefly  due  to  the  heavy  demand  from  the  northwest  lor  shi])ments 
by  way  of  the  lakes  The  supplying  of  this  regular  demand  iiaving 
been  begun  later  in  the  season  than  usual,  it  was  ex^DCcted  that  haid, 
steady  work  would  be  required  to  get  the  necessary  tonnage  up  the 
lakes  before  the  close  of  navigation,  even  on  the  assumption  that  the 
vessel  supply  would  be  normal.  Instead  a  vessel  shortage  is  develoj)- 
ing  which  bids  fair  to  eipial,  if  not  exceed,  any  car  shortage  of  recent 
years.  The  great  iron  and  steel  industries  ordinarily  have  an  immense 
'reserve  stock  of  ore  at  the  furnaces,  but  the  continued  iirosperity  in 
these  industries  has  led  to  such  re|)eated  drafts  upon  this  ie.--ei\o 
that  it  has  been  exhausted,  so  that  the  furnaces  are  now  depemhiig 
for  continued  operation  solely  uiion  current  shipments.  As  the  iron 
and  steel  mills  are  operating  up  to  capacity,  they  are  taxing  the 
facilities  of  the  ore-carrying  freighters,  and  even  then  are  barely  aiile 
to  secure  a  sufficient  supply  of  ore  from  week  to  week.  This  demand, 
taken  in  connection  with 'the  fact  that  the  ore  carrying  business  is 
much  more  remunerative  than  coal  carrying,  has  resulted  in  a  with¬ 
drawal  of  nianv  vessels  from  the  coal  carrying  business,  they  finding 
it  more  profitable  to  return  u])  the  lakes  light  than  to  spend  the  addi¬ 
tional  time  necessary  for  taking  on,  carrying  and  discharging  coal 
cargoes. 

Shippers  who  have  not  been  far  sighted  enough  to  secure  advance 
charters  are  now  finding  the  greatest  difficulty  in  fulfilling  their  coal 
contracts  at  the  upper  lake  docks.  Already  many  of  these  ship])ers 
have  been  obliged  to  pay  iiremiiims  of  as  much  as  ten  cents  per  ton 
above  current  freight  rates,  and  it  is  said  to  be  a  safe  jirediction  that 
even  larger  ]u'eniiums  will  become  necessary  a  little  later  in  the  season. 

The  depressed  condition  of  the  western  bituminous  market  with 
which  July  opened  continued  to  grow  wor.se  throughout  the  month  until 
the  market  becaine  thoroughly  demoralized.  Prices  went  continually 
lower,  there  seeming  to  lie  no  bottom,  and  overproduction  was  so 
irreat'that  (Jiicaao  was  flooded  with  coal  which  went  to  demurrage 
and  heavy  sacrifice.  The  market  outside  of  Chicago  was  maintained 
longer  than  in  the  city,  but  it  finally  became  atfected  iw  Chicago  con¬ 
ditions  to  a  large  extent,  'fhe  beginning  of  .\ugust  tinds  these  condi¬ 
tions  still  prevailing,  the  only  change  during  the  past  week  being  an 
increase  in  impiiries  and  demand,  which,  however,  has  had  no  ajqire- 
eiahle  effect  for  the  betti'r,  as  production  has  increased  propor¬ 
tionate!  v. 
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Office  of  'J'liE  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  August  4. 

The  Western  bituminous  coal  market,  during 
tlie  week  past,  has  developed  a  very  perceptible 
increase  in  the  number  of  inquiries  and  of 
sales.  The  market  therefore  may  be  said  to 
have  improved,  in  the  one  matter  of  demand. 
But  wlien  this  has  been  said,  comment  of  a 
favorable  character  has  reached  its  limit.  In 
all  other  respects  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
which  have  characterized  this  market  through¬ 
out  July  continue  with  practically  no  signs  of 
abatement. 

When  operation  was  resumed  after  the  strike 
this  market  was  in  no  need  of  coal,  and  the 
lirst  of  July  found  it  already  overstocked,  with 
dullness,  low  prices  and  depression  as  its  char¬ 
acteristics.  Overproduction  was  a  constant 
factor,  and  long  before  the  end  of  the  month 
complete  demoralization  was  developed,  with 
its  regularly  attendant  evils  of  slaughtered 
prices  and  demurrage  coal  a  drug  scarcely  to 
be  given  away,  for  the  prices  obtainable  had 
fallen  so  low  as  to  make  sales  little  better 
than  gifts. 

Just  at  the  end  of  the  month  consumers  be¬ 
gan  to  manifest  more  interest;  the  old  stock 
piles  which  had  outlasted  all  expectation, 
seemed  at  last  to  have  disappeared  and  sales 
became  somewhat  more  numerous.  But  at  the 
same  time  the  volume  of  coal  coming  to  this 
market  has  increased  in  full  proportion  to  the 
increased  demand,  so  that  little  if  any  benefit 
has  accrued  to  the  trade.  Conditions  remain 
practically  unchanged.  Demurrage  coal  is  as 
plentiful  as  ever,  and  prices  are  still  at  low 
ebb.  The  most  that  can  be  said  for  the  prices 
of  this  week  is  that  they  have  not  shown  as 
wide  variations  and  fluctuations,  but  have  be¬ 
come  more  fixed  on  a  low  basis. 

Illinois  Coal  Selling  on  Low  Basis. 

Locally,  most  sales  of  Springfield  coal, 
whether  at  demurrage  or  when  ordered  from 
the  mine,  have  probably  been  made  within 
the  following  limits,  with  the  majority  of  sales 
nearer  the  minimum  than  the  maximum  fig¬ 
ures:  Screenings,  50@55c  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 
$1.25@1.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  75@ 
85c  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.50@1.G0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
prepared  sizes,  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  mine  or 
$1.90@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Carterville  coal 
has  not  fared  much  better  on  mine  prices. 

Closing  of  contracts  continues  to  be  seri¬ 
ously  affected  by  the  demoralized  state  of  the 
market,  although  some  business  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week,  including  one  or  two  of 
the  largest  class.  Trade  outside  Chicago,  both 
single  sales  and  contract  business,  is  reviving, 
although  greatly  hampered  by  the  conditions 
existing  here. 

Indiana  operators  are  in  the  main  continu¬ 
ing  the  policy  of  restricting  production  as 
closely  as  possible  to  actual  requirements  of 
their  trade,  and  of  avoiding  consignment  ship¬ 
ments  to  Chicago. 

July  Anthracite  Business  in  Chicago. 

Regarding  the  anthracite  business  in  Chicago 
during  the  month  which  has  just  closed,  a 
sales  agent  of  long  experience,  remarked: 
"Not  in  the  last  eight  years  have  I  known  so 
little  anthracite  to  be  sold  locally;  there  has 
scarcely  been  enough  business  to  cover  the 
cost  of  horse  feed,  to  say  nothing  of  paying 
the  men.”  Local  consumers  throughout  the 
entire  month  have  displayed  absolutely  no  in¬ 
terest  in  the  matter  of  stocking  up  for  their 


next  winter’s  needs,  seeming  to  care  notliing 
for  the  larger  discotint  now  available,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  that  which  will  prevail  later  in  the 
season. 

Chicago  retailers  also  have  disregarded  the 
discount  proposition  almost  to  a  man,  even 
the  customary  end-of-the-month  flurry  not 
materializing  this  week.  When  the  discount 
does  not  apjieal,  there  is  virtually  no  motive 
stimulating  the  local  dealers  to  stock  up  in 
advance  of  the  demand  of  their  customers. 
Fear  of  a  shortage  of  supply  later  in  the 
season,  which  often  is  of  weight  at  interior 
points,  has  no  terrors  here,  because  of  the 
practically  inexhaustible  resources  always  at 
hand  on  the  Chicago  docks  with  their  storage 
capacity  of  over  a  million  tons. 

Comparatively  little  anthracite  has  come  onto 
the  docks  as  yet.  Up  to  the  middle  of  July 
the  seaboard  and  eastern  line  business  held 
up  as  well  or  better  than  usual.  This  always 
means  that  the  production  of  the  mines  is 
absorbed  at  these  short-haul  markets  with  lit¬ 
tle  surplus  for  more  distant  points.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  it  became  evident 
that  the  supply  had  taken  the  edge  off  from 
this  more  eastern  demand  and  the  taking  on  of 
some  cargoes  for  Chicago  was  reported.  This 
is  regarded  as  indicating  that  August  will,  as 
usual,  be  one  of  the  two  heaviest  shipping 
months  of  the  navigation  season,  so  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  by  the  end  of  this  month  the  ton¬ 
nage  received  at  the  docks  will  be  amply 
sufficient  for  the  fall  trade,  despite  their  pres¬ 
ent  depleted  condition. 

All-rail  shipments  to  the  West,  while  light, 
are  regarded  as  normal  for  July,  when  trans¬ 
portation  conditions  are  taken  into  account. 
The  Eastern  roads  to  the  fullest  possible  ex¬ 
tent  avoid  sending  their  own  cars  to  Western 
points  aiming  to  make  these  shipments  on  the 
return  trip  of  Western  cars  sent  East  with 
other  products.  East-bound  shipments  in  July 
are  light  so  that  the  car  supply  has  been  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  westward  movement  of  less 
bulky  merchandise  commanding  a  higher 
freight  rate  than  for  coal.  As  soon  as  the 
crops  begin  to  flow  eastward  the  conditions 
will  be  reversed.  Cars  now  scarce,  though  not 
exactly  short,  will  become  more  plentiful  and 
all-rail  coal  will  move  freely.  It  is  expected 
that  even  thus  there  will  be  difficulty  in  filling 
September  orders  promptly  in  view  of  the 
unprecedented  holding  back  of  advance  pur¬ 
chases. 

Through-Route  Business  Active. 

The  most  active  section  of  the  Western  an¬ 
thracite,  in  fact,  the  only  one  showing  any  real 
activity,  is  in  “through-route  territory.”  As 
this  trade  rnust  be  supplied  by  consignments 
direct  from  Buffalo,  often  requiring  four  weeks 
in  transit,  and  as  past  experience  has  shown 
that  to  delay  till  fall  always  means  shortage, 
retailers  in  this  territory  are  normally  active 
in  placing  their  orders.  This  trade,  therefore, 
is  taking  the  bulk  of  the  product  coming  for¬ 
ward  by  all-rail  routes. 

The  new  reduction  in  discount  to  ten  cents 
per  ton  on  domestic  coals  became  effective  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week,  August  first.  Whole¬ 
sale  car  l(jt  prices  at  the  leading  distributing- 
points  for  the  Western  trade,  namely,  Buffalo, 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Superior  and  Duluth,  are 
as  given  below,  the  ten  cent  discount  being 
deducted,  that  is  to  say  the  prices  quoted  are 
net: 


Grate. 

o.  1).  cars  Buffalo 
and  the  bridges; 

l-gg- 

.Stove. 

Nut. 

gross  ton  . .$.5.15 

.  o.  b.  vessel  Buf¬ 
falo,  N.  Y.;  gross 

.$5.40 

$5.40 

$5,40 

ton .  5.40 

.  o.  b.  cars  Chi¬ 
cago,  Milwaukee, 
Suijerior  and  Du- 

5.05 

5.05 

5.05 

luth ;  net  ton  ....  C.15 

G.40 

0.40 

0.40 

The  full  circular  basis  will  be  effective  com¬ 
mencing  September  first  and  continuing  till 
.■\pril  first  of  next  year. 


Eastern  Bituminous  Coals  Lead  in  Strength. 

July  has  seen  a  decided  improvement  week 
by  week  in  the  market  for  the  Eastern  bitumi¬ 
nous  coals.  The  month  opened  with  trade  very 
light  all  along  the  line  here  in  the  West. 
Prices  were  for  the  most  part  firm,  with  the 
exception  of  one  or  two  varieties,  but  this 
firmness  was  caused  by  the  better  demand  in 
other  markets,  together  with  the  fact  that  the 
producing  companies  were  almost  a  unit  in 
holding  their  output  down  to  a  volume  which 
was  closely  commensurate  with  the  demands 
of  their  trade. 

As  the  month  advanced  the  market  showed 
a  gradual  but  steady  and  healthy  improvement 
for  all  grades,  and  the  one  or  two  products 
which  had  shown  a  tendency  to  waver  became 
as  firm  as  the  rest.  The  beginning  of  August 
finds  this  trend  continuing  to  gain  in  force, 
so  that  in  some  instances  quotations  have  al¬ 
ready  advanced,  while  in  others  an  increase 
in  price  is  impending. 

The  chief  factor  in  this  upward  movement 
of  the  market  for  Eastern  bituminous  coal  has 
been  the  heavy  requirements  for  the  supply¬ 
ing  of  the  trade  in  the  northwest  by  way  of 
the  lakes,  first  through  the  docks  to  interior 
distributing  centers,  and  second,  for  the  stock¬ 
ing  of  the  docks  themselves.  Bj'  their  earlier 
settlement  of  strike  difficulties  the  W'^est  Vir¬ 
ginia  operators  were  enabled  to  get  movement 
to  the  lakes  under  way  much  sooner  than  was 
the  case  in  Ohio,  but  all  producers  were  be¬ 
hind  their  normal  tonnage  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month  and  in  spite  of  their  utmost 
exertions  the  first  of  August  finds  the  same 
backwardness  as  to  the  volume  of  coal  for¬ 
warded. 

Threatened  Crisis  in  Vessel  Supply. 

With  the  supply  at  the  upper  docks  so  inade¬ 
quate  in  comparison  with  the  demand,  ample 
business  for  the  lake  freighters  throughout  the 
balance  of  the  season  would  be  assured,  even 
under  normal  conditions.  But  conditions  are 
not  normal.  The  iron  and  steel  industries  are 
enjoying  a  rush  of  business  which  crowds  their 
capacity  continuously.  Their  stocks  of  ore 
on  hand  are  exhausted  and  they  are  hard 
pressed  much  of  the  time  to  secure  lake  ship¬ 
ments  from  the  Superior  mines  with  sufficient 
rapidity  for  their  current  and  urgent  needs. 
Hence  the  pressure  is  constant  on  the  vessel 
owners  to  give  virtually  an  e.xpress  service, 
thereby  creating  at  the  present  time  a  vessel 
famine  in  the  coal  trade  as  serious  as  many 
of  the  car  famines  of  the  past.  The  immedi¬ 
ately  contributing  cause  is  the  wide  differential 
between  ore  and  coal  freight  rates,  amounting 
to  fifty  cents  against  coal  shipments  to  Lake 
Superior  ports  and  forty  cents  against  those 
to  Lake  Michigan  ports.  Shippers  who  had 
contracted  for  sufficient  vessels  in  advance  are 
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protected,  but  all  others  are  having  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  covering  their  needs.  A  premium  of 
ten  cents  has  been  paid  in  some  instances, 
and  in  others  has  been  offered  and  refused. 
It  is  freely  predicted  that  even  a  larger  bonus 
than  this  will  have  to  be  paid  when  the  season 
is  a  trifle  more  advanced,  it  being  believed  also 
that  available  vessels  will  become  much  more 
scarce  as  soon  as  the  new  crops  begin  to 
move  eastward. 

Smokeless  and  Splint  Prices  Advancing. 

Pocahontas  and  New  River  smokeless  coals 
are  in  much  stronger  demand  locally  than  they 
were  a  short  time  ago.  This  is  especially 
true  of  lump  and  egg,  which  are  very  scarce 
in  this  market,  with  great  difficulty  found  in 
securing  prompt  shipments  from  the  mine^  on 
all-rail  business.  The  labor  supply  and  the  car 
supply  are  both  still  below  requirements.  The 
seaboard  trade  continuing  good,  and  the  lake 
demand  being  strong,  prices  range  upward 
from  circular  basis  rather  than  otherwise.  An 
advance  in  the  price  of  run-of-mine  is  already 
announced  to  take  effect  on  September  first, 
after  which  date  it  will  be  held  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  On  account  of 
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The  coal  and  coke  trade  in  Pittsburg  continues 
along  the  same  satisfactory  lines  which  it  has 
lieen  following  for  some  weeks.  In  fact,  the  gen¬ 
eral  situation  could  not  be  improved  upon,  unless 
higher  prices  were  to  he  secured. 

An  interesting  phase  of  the  business  has  devel¬ 
oped  during  the  last  few  days.  At  such  times  as 
these,  there  are  always  brokers,  located  in  other 
cities,  generally  some  distance  from  Pittsburg, 
who  'try  to  cut  in  and  get  some  of  the  good 
things  that  are  being  available.  A  number  of 
cases  of  this  kind  have  developed  recently.  For¬ 
eign  brokers,  in  other  lines  generally,  thinking 
that  now  is  a  good  tiriie  to  make  a  few  extra 
dollars,  try  to  do  so  by  buying  up  the  output 
of  a  mine,  or  a  block  of  ovens.  1  he  past  ex¬ 
perience  of  some  of  these  market  flyers  has  been 
disastrous  and,  to  quote  an  old  producer  of  both 
coal  and  coke,  “coal  and  coke  are  good  things  to 
leave  alone,  unless  you  have  been  brought  up  to 
the  business,  especially  coke.” 

Pittsburg  Mines  Running  Full  Time. 

The  mines  throughout  the  Pittsburg  district 
are  busy.  With  but  few  exceptions  all  of  them 
are  operating  full  time.  A  small  proportion  are 
idle,  but  this  is  the  regular  state  of  affairs,  even 
in  more  prosperous  times  than  the  present.  Only 
one  strike  of  any  magnitude  is  on  in  the  district, 
and  the  outlook  is  for  a  speedy  settlement  of  this 
one.  Labor  continues  to  be  scarce,  so  much  so 
that  we  are  advised  of  cases  where  men  are  of¬ 
fered  inducements  to  leave  present  positions  to 
work  for  competing  concerns.  Among  the  for¬ 
eign  element,  which  prevails  in  the  coke  region, 
the  deterring  factors  are,  holidays  and  booze. 
Cut  down  the  former  and  cut  out  the  latter  and 
there  would  be  more  men  available  for  work. 
In  order  to  get  the  full  product  of  ten  men  it  is 
necessary  to  employ  fifteen  or  even  more  than 
this  number.  In  the  face  of  this  labor  draw¬ 
back,  which  is  a  serious  one,  the  output  continues 
large  and  is  steadily  growing. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  output  should  increase ; 
the  demand  exceeds  it  considerably.  One  of  the 
largest  coal  producers  in  the  district  advises  us 
that  for  thd  month  of  July  they  were  short  twelve 
hundred  cars  of  coal,  and  the  prospect  is  that 
this,  or  even  more,  will  be  the  shortage  for 
August. 

Heavy  Increase  in  Rail  Shipments. 

Cars  are  in  good  supply,  and  coal  shippers 
heave  a  sigh  of  relief  when  called  on  to  forward 
a  large  order  in  a  hurry.  Heretofore  the  first 
qualification  on  receiving  a  large  order  has 
been,  “We  will  ship  as  soon  as  we  can  get  cars.” 


the  scarcity  of  lump  and  egg  coal  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  tendency  to  rise  above  circular,^  the 
price  for  September  has  not  yet  been  fixed, 
although  announcement  of  an  advance  at  that 
time  has  been  made.  .  . 

Splint  coals  share  in  the  prevailing  activity 
of  demand  both  for  shipment  to  the  docks  and 
by  rail  to  Chicago  and  interior  markets.  The 
car  supply  is  improving  and  less  difficulty  is 
being  found  in  getting  shipments  through  to 
destination  on  something  like  schedule  time. 
Locally  orders  are  being  placed  more  freely 
than  through  July.  Commencing  with  August 
first,  an  advance  of  ten  cents  went  into  effect, 
making  standard  Kanawha  splint  now  stand 
at  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  one-and-one-half-inch  lump,  with  an  extia 
ten  cents  to  be  added  if  shipped  in  box  cars. 
Winifrede  splint  remains  firm  at  $3.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  continues  to  show  an  in¬ 
crease  of  demand,  giving  added  firmness  to  the 
prevailing  prices,  namely;  Three-quarter  inch, 
$1.20  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
mine-run,  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Cars  for  the  Western  trade  are  be¬ 
coming  increasingly  scarce  with  consequent 
delays,  but  the  difficulty  has  not  reached  an 


Now,  the  proviso  is,  “We  will  forward  as  soon 
as  we  can  mine  the  coal.” 

Rail  shipments  have  been  growing  heavier  each 
year  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  and  have  en¬ 
croached  somewhat  on  shipments  by  river.  The 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  report  that  their  rail  shipments  this  year  will 
he  double  those  of  last  year. 

A  number  of  new  concerns  are  reported  for 
the  week.  In  fact,  it  has  been  said  that  “it  is  a 
cold  day  when  a  new  coal  or  coke  concern  is  not 
registered  at  Harrisburg.”  In  this  connection,  it 
might  be  well  to  note  that  two  coal  companies 
suspended  business  here  this  week,  and  a  receiver 
was  appointed  to  wind  up  their  affairs.  This  was 
due,  however,  more  to  poor  management  than 
anything  else. 

A  tour  by  the  writer  through  the  Connellsville 
coke  district  reveals  the  state  of  affairs  in  the 
trade  very  plainly.  Everybody  connected  with 
the  coal  and  coke  industry  's  busy  the  coal 
producer,  the  coke  manufacturer,  the  mine  sup¬ 
ply  people  and  the  coal  prospector.  By  the 
coal  prospector  is  meant  the  dealer  in  coal  prop¬ 
erties.  At  Uniontown,  Pa.,  people  are  almost 
crazy  over  coal  lands.  Coal  tracts  are  offered 
from  $100  an  acre  up  to  $3,000  an  acre.  We 
were  told  of  deals  offered  which  would  involve 
the  expenditure  of  from  $10,000  up  to  and  in¬ 
cluding  one  for  $2,000,000.  At  the  court-house 
in  Uniontown  it  was  stated  that  when  a  deed 
for  a  piece  of  coal  property  is  recorded  and  the 
sale  is  made  by  the  original  owners,  a  farmer 
for  instance,  several  blank  pages  are  left  follow¬ 
ing  the  record  in  the  deed  book,  as  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  the  same  piece  of  property  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  recorded  anew  by  continuous  pur¬ 
chasers,  and  this  may  occur  many  times  before 
it  lands  in  the  hands  of  persons  who  will  keep 
it  and  develop  it. 

Large  Consignments  Waiting  for  River  Rise. 

Coal  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor  continues  to  pile 
up  every  day.  Towboats  are  being  coaled  and 
fastened  to  tows,  and  then  removed  to  the 
lower  end  of  the  harbor,  near  Davis  Island  dam, 
below  the  city.  Several  of  these  tows  have  al¬ 
ready  been  made  up,  and  everything  is  being 
made  ready  for  a  speedy  getting  away  when 
the  water  comes. 

The  report  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  is  out 
and  has  been  favorably  received.  It  has  been 
criticised,  to  be  sure,  hut  the  general  showing 
is  so  much  better  than  was  expected  that  the 
public  has  received  it  in  the  light  of  a  revela¬ 
tion  on  the  better  side.  Since  the  suspension  of 
dividends  there  has  been  a  persistent  rumor  that 
it  was  necessary  for  Pittsburgh  Coal  to  do 
things  before  it  could  ever  hope  to  become  a 
productive  stock.  That  these  things  are  being 
done  is  well  shown  by  the  report.  It  is  clear 


acute  stage.  The  chief  concern  now  with 
operators  and  wholesalers  in  this  product  is 
the  shortage  of  vessels  in  the  lake-carrying 
trade,  which  is  a  serious  menace  to  the  trans 
action  of  business  already  secured  and  in 
prospect. 

In  Fairmont  coal  there  is  little  change  trom 
the  satisfactory  market  conditions  reported  a 
week  ago,  apart  from  the  general  complaint 
of  shortage  of  vessels  for  the  dock  business. 
Current  quotations  for  the  different  sizes  are: 
Three-quarter-inch  lump.  $1.00@1.05  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.90@2.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run- 
of-mine,  $1.00  f.  o.  1).  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  slack,  75fe80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
,$2.G5@2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Hocking  market  shows  very  little 
change  from  the  conditions  previously  re¬ 
ported,  it  sharing  fully  in  the  prosperous  state 
of  the  eastern  bituminous  market  and,  as  well, 
being  perplexed  by  the  same  difficulties  re¬ 
garding  transportation  facilities  up  the  lakes. 
The  Chicago  market  is  quiet,  but  no  more  so 
than  is  considered  normal  for  this  time  of  the 
year,  it  not  being  usual  for  much  activity  to 
prevail  here  before  September.  Domestic 
lump  is  quoted  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.15  f.  o.  1).  Chicago. 


to  even  the  casual  observer  that  dividends  can 
not  be  resumed  in  the  immediate  future,  but  it 
is  also  clear  that  its  affairs  are  being  carried  on 
in  such  manner  as  to  produce  the  best  possible 
results.  The  company  is  developing  its  coking 
plants  in  such  manner  as  to  bring  additional 
profits,  and  the  report  does  not  cover  the  period 
of  the  year  when  it  will  derive  the  best  returns 
from  the  higher  prices  it  will  receive  on  new 
contracts.  Taken  all  in  all,  Pittsburgh  Coal 
might  be  much  worse  than  it  is,  and  if  present 
conditions  prevail  during  the  coming  months  it 
will  doubtless  be  an  enviable  security  at  no 
distant  day.  In  sympathy  with  the  report  the 
market  for  coal  stocks  of  the  company  has  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  continues  strong.  A  noticeable  fea¬ 
ture  is  that  heavy  trading  has  been  done  in  shares 
of  the  common  stock. 

Coal  and  Coke  Prices  Current. 

Coal  prices  are  about  the  same  as  they  were  a 
week  ago.  The  market,  however,  is  stronger  and 
firmer,  and  the  demand  is  somewhat  increased. 
Run-of-mine  coal  remains  at  the  same  figures  as 
it  has  been  for  some  days,  viz. :  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  three-quarters  inch  is  a  shade  higher, 
and  is  selling  at  $1.25@L30  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  Lump  continues  strong  at  the  price  of 
last  week,  $1.30@1.40  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Slack  continues  the  leading  factor,  and  is  m 
heavy  demand  and  strong  at  80c  and  85c  per  ton, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  As  already  stated,  the  demand 
is  heavy,  and  in  some  cases  exceeds  the  supply. 

The  coke  market  continues  in  a  good  condi¬ 
tion,  unusually  so,  and  the  outlook  for  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  present  heavy  demand  is  good.  Orders 
are  coming  in  freely,  and  many  of  them  are  larger 
than  usual  for  this  season  of  the  year.  One  large 
producer  of  coke  tried  in  vain  todaj’  to  get  a 
supply  from  other  producers  to  fill  an  urgent 
order  for  an  old  customer.  It  could  not  be  ob¬ 
tained.  even  at  the.  ruling  market  prices. 

Furnace  coke  is  a  shade  higher  than  last  week 
and  is  selling  for  from  $2.75@2.90  per  ton,  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens.  Foundry  is  quoted  at  $2.90@3.00. 
which  are  the  same  figures  as  prevailed  a  week 
ago.  There  is  no  market  for  an  inferior  or  sec¬ 
ond  grade  of  coke  at  present.  One  coke  pro¬ 
ducer  consigned  a  large  shipment  of  high  grade 
coke  this  week  to  New  Mexico. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the  prices  ol 
coal  for  domestic  use  since  our  last  quotations. 
The  demand  continues  good  and  former  prices 
rule  in  the  market. 

The  general  outlook  for  the  coal  and  coke  in¬ 
dustries  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  very  encour¬ 
aging.  With  the  mines  and  ovens  nearly  all  in 
active  operation,  a  heavy  and  growing  demand, 
fair  prices,  and  but  few  labor  troubles  to  worry, 
the  producers  of  both  coke  and  coal  in  tins  vicin¬ 
ity  should  be  satisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
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affairs,  and  feel  encouraged  when  forecasting  the 
future. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Donaiioe  Coke  Co.,  willi  offices  at  (jreens- 
liurg,  I ’a.,  reiiort  tliat  husiness  was  never  better 
and  tliat  the  output  of  tlicir  plants  is  sold  ahead 
for  several  months. 

'I  he  1  lockensniith  Wheel  &  Mine  Car  Co.,  Penn 
Station,  Pa.,  report  that  they  are  unusually  busy 
for  this  time  of  the  year.  Their  triule  is  particu¬ 
larly  good  in  the  west,  in  which  territory  they 
have  recently  placed  a  traveling  representative. 

hollowing  an  explosion  of  gas  a  few  days  ago 
in  Cherry  Valley  mine  No.  2,  belonging  to  the 
Pittsburg  &  I'iastern  Coal  Co.,  a  munher  of  min¬ 
ers  were  injured,  two  of  them  seriously,  'fins  is 
another  one  of  several  accidents  that  have  oc- 
ctirred  in  the  section  during  the  past  few  months. 

d'he  mine  workers  of  the  Pittsburg  district  are 
preparing  to  observe  labor  day  in  a  fitting  man¬ 
ner,  and  already  a  large  number  of  retpiests 
have  been  received  by  President  l''eehan  asking 
for  speakers  to  address  meetings.  Gatherings  will 
be  held  at  Castle-Shannon,  Carnegie,  Charleroi, 
and  other  central  points. 

The  fan  house  at  the  Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.  mine 
at  Penn  Station  was  destroyed  by  fire  last  night. 
A  spark  from  the  electric  motor  is  suitposed  to 
have  caused  the  blaze,  'file  loss  is  estimate<l  at 
about  $10, 000.  'I'he  fire  throws  about  2.')0  men  out 
of  employment,  temporarily,  however,  as  a  new 
fan  will  be  installed  as  quickly  as  possible. 

'file  Kensington  Coal  &  Gas  Co.  has  acquired 
twenty-five  acres  of  river  frontage  on  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  river  at  Logan’s  h'erry,  near  Pittsburg,  and 
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Taken  as  a  whole,  the  Cincinnati  market  is 
probalily  a  little  quieter  this  week  than  it  has 
lieen  for  several  weeks,  and  yet  the  demand  for 
certain  grades  of  coal  is  already  greater  than  the 
supply,  and  the  mines  are  sold  for  several  weeks 
ahead.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  are  moving  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner, 
and  although  the  price  of  this  fuel  has  been  $1.50 
a  ton  all  along,  a  number  of  concerns  have  been 
booking  orders  during  the  week  at  $1.75,  with 
the  understanding  that  any  husiness  not  filled  by 
the  first  of  September  will  be  canceled  on  that 
date,  with  the  probability  of  higher  prices  at  that 
time.  During  the  week  the  first  real  complaint 
about  cars  has  arisen.  On  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad  a  number  of  large  operations  were 
compelled  to  shut  down  two  and  three  days  out 
of  the  past  six  days,  and  the  end  of  the  trouble 
is  not  in  sight  by  any  means.  The  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  rairoad  has  thus  far  given  pretty  fair  serv¬ 
ice,  though  here  and  there  a  loud  complaint  is 
heard  already  of  a  serious  shortage  of  cars.  Nut 
and  slack  is  still  easy,  though  it  is  not  a  drug  on 
on  the  market  by  any  means,  and  is  moving  freely 
at  sixty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  very  ordi¬ 
nary  grades,  and  up  to  eighty  cents  a  ton  at  the 
mines  for  extra  qualities. 

Domestic  Sizes  in  Moderate  Demand. 

The  demand  for  domestic  lump  coal  is  only 
moderate  at  this  time,  though  the  market  is  firm, 
and  there  is  no  indication  of  anv  responsible  con¬ 
cerns  shading  present  prices  to  get  business. 
Splint  lump  of  fair  quality  is  worth  $1.40  a  ton  at 
the  mines,  and  a  number  of  producing  companies 
are  asking,  and  a  few  are  getting,  $1.50  a  ton  at 
the  mines  for  standard  and  extra  quality  lump 
coal.  Run-of-mine  is  in  fair  demand,  with  most 
reported  sales  at  a  dollar  a  ton  at  the  mines.  A 
few  sales  companies  are  quoting  as  high  as  $1.15 
a  ton  for  gas  run-of-mine,  and  on  the  other  hand 
there  are  always  a  few  unfortunates  who  do  not 
seem  able  to  get  a  market  price  for  their  product 
and  they  are  selling  at  90  and  95  cents  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  War  Eagle  coal  is  worth  $1.50  a  ton 
at  the  mines  for  lump  and  egg,  $1.40  for  nut, 
$1.10  for  run-of-mine  and  SO  cents  for  nut  and 


will  sink  a  shaft  on  it  in  the  near  future.  Coke 
ovens  will  also  be  constructed.  'I  he  coal  found 
is  of  the  lower  hreeport  vein,  and  has  two  strattis 
of  about  four  and  one-half  feet  each  in  thickness, 
with  a  foot  of  clay  between.  '1  he  co;il  is  reached 
at  a  depth  of  125  feet. 

Announcement  is  made  by  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  at  Pittsburg  that  regular  coal  trains  have 
again  been  placed  in  operation  on  all  the  branch 
roads  of  their  line.  Sliortly  after  the  strike  the 
majority  of  the  regular  coal  trains  on  all  the 
branch  roads  were  taken  off,  and  as  a  result  hun¬ 
dreds  of  employes  were  thrown  out  of  work.  The 
resumption  of  regular  trains  will  give  work  to 
those  laid  off,  as  well  as  to  a  large  number  in 
addition. 

O.  W.  Kennedy,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has  been 
spending  a  numlier  of  days  in  Pittsburg  this 
week.  Mr.  Kennedy  was  formerly  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  M.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Scottdale.  A  few  years  ago  he  went  into 
business  for  himself  and  is  now  interested  in  coal 
properties  in  various  states.  lie  is  a  leading 
Democrat  of  h'ayette  county,  and  was  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Congress  against  A.  1'.  Cooper,  the  pres¬ 
ent  representative  from  the  twentv-third  district. 

One  of  the  largest  contracts  ever  let  by  an  in¬ 
dependent  coke  company  has  just  been  given  by 
the  Thompson-Connellsville  Coke  Co.  to  John  R. 
Bennett,  of  F'airmont,  who  is  to  build  two  plants, 
each  of  400 'ovens,  near  the  Oriental  and  Republic 
works  in  Redstone  and  Luzerne  townships,  where 
the  company  owns  1,000  acres  of  the  nine-foot 
Pittsburg  vein.  One  hundred  ovens  are  to  he 
built  at  each  plant  before  January  first,  1907. 
Contracts  have  also  been  let  for  two  shafts  and 
for  about  three  miles  of  railroad.  'I  he  officers 
of  the  company  are  Charles  Donnelly,  of  Pitts¬ 


slack.  Ohio  lump  of  standard  quality  is  worth 
$1.00  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Very  Prosperous. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  citi*  is  in  first-class  con¬ 
dition,  with  the  majority  of  the  dealers  hauling 
about  all  the  coal  they  can  conveniently  handle 
without  hiring  extra  teams.  In  this  respect  this 
year’s  business  is  exactly  like  that  of  last  year, 
when  the  largest  July  and  August  business  ever 
known  was  done.  Prices  are  unchanged,  anthra¬ 
cite  selling  at  $7.50  a  ton,  delivered,  to  families ; 
Pocahontas  and  New  River,  $4.00;  Pittsburg, 
Kanawha,  Thacker,  etc.,  $3.25.  Nut  and  slack 
ranges  from  $1.90  a  ton  to  $2.25,  the  high  price 
being  for  smokeless  screenings.  Gas  coke  is 
worth  nine  and  ten  cents  a  bushel,  delivered. 

The  river  coal  market  remains  quite  firm,  as 
might  be  expected,  with  the  river  again  too  low 
for  shipments  from  headwaters,  and  with  only  a 
very  moderate  stock  of  coal  afloat.  Pittsburg  is 
quoted  at  seven  to  eight  cents  a  bushel  for  lump, 
and  Kanawha  at  about  the  same  figures.  Nut 
and  slack  is  scarce  at  five  to  six  cents  a  bushel 
afloat  in  barges.  A  casual  survey  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  harbor  shows  that  there  is  a  much  smaller 
stock  of  river  coal  on  hand  than  most  interested 
persons  have  been  estimating,  though  at  this  time 
it  is  impossible  to  give  a  close  estimate.  The 
Pittsburg  interests  have  comparatively  the  small¬ 
est  stock,  while  certain  Kanawha  shippers  are 
fairly  well  supplied.  It  will  be  remembered,  how¬ 
ever,  as  an  offset  to  the  small  supply  of  coal 
afloat,  that  nearly  all  the  river  coal  yards  are  full 
of  coal  that  was  yarded  last  year,  and  never 
touched  at  all  last  winter.  Notwithstanding  this, 
there  is  no  reason  to  expect  any  low-priced  river 
coal  for  the  balance  of  the  season. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

G.  S.  Calder,  secretary  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Co.,  is  busy  at  the  mines,  whose  output  is  sold 
by  the  Damascus  Coal  Co. 

Robert  P.  Gillham,  general  manager  of  the 
Campbells  Creek  Coal  Co.,  returned  Monday 
from  a  two  weeks’  stay  at  Mudlavia  Springs,  Ind. 

W.  C.  Phillips,  of  the  W.  C.  Phillips  Coal  Co., 
Chicago,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  the  latter  part 
of  last  week  looking  up  coal  for  future  shipments. 


burg,  president ;  A.  A.  Thompson,  Uniontown, 
vice-president  and  treasurer:  J.  P.  Brennen,  Scott- 
ilalc,  general  manager,  and  W.  G.  Rock,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  secretary. 

Claiming  that  the  company  is  insolvent  and 
that  its  officers  and  directors  are  missing,  W.  P. 
Elder,  of  the  Blythe-Elder  Coal  Co.,  has  filed  a 
jietition  in  common  pleas  court,  asking  that  a 
receiver  he  appointed  for  the  Pittsburg  lluilding, 
F'urnace  &  Fire  Brick  Co.  After  a  brief  hearing 
E.  D.  Riddle  was  named  as  receiver.  Mr.  Riddle 
was  also  appointed  receiver  for  the  Colonial  Gas 
Coal  Co.  and  the  Amityville-Voughiogheny  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  which,  it  is  alleged,  are  also  in¬ 
solvent. 

A  jirominent  manufacturer  of  mining  supplies 
says:  “I  would  like  to  see  a  coal  or  coke  pro¬ 
ducer  that  is  not  making  stacks  of  money.”  A 
large  producer  of  both  coal  and  coke  said  this 
week  to  the  writer,  "W'e  are  not  making  money, 
in  the  strict  sense  of  that  statement.  We  are 
merely  evening  up  matters,  and  trying  to  get 
square  with  former  losses.”  If  observation  is  of 
any  value  at  all,  every  one  engaged  in  the  coal 
and  coke  or  allied  interests  is  prosperous  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  at  the  present  time. 

Fire  broke  out  mysteriously  on  the  morning  of 
the  twenty-seventh  of  July  among  a  group  of 
houses  owned  by  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co., 
located  at  Creighton,  Pa.  A  number  of  the 
houses  were  burned,  but  no  one  was  injured.  The 
miners  employed  by  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass 
Co.  at  their  different  mines  are  out  on  strike,  and 
it  is  reported  that  the  houses  were  fired  by  some 
of  the  men.  It  is  said,  also,  that  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  burn  the  houses  of  the  company  was 
made  some  time  ago  by  workmen  evicted  from 
the  dwellings. 


Cincinnati, 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  .Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co., 
is  just  back  from  a  trip  to  the  mines  in  West 
Virginia. 

C.  S.  Lesher,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  left  Saturday 
evening  for  Ottawa  Beach.  Mich.,  where  his  fam¬ 
ily  is  spending  their  vacation.  He  expected  to 
be  gone  only  a  few  days. 

The  board  of  managers  of  the  Ohio  state  re¬ 
formatory,  at  Mansfield.  Ohio,  are  advertising 
for  bids  for  coal,  and  will  open  the  bids  on  the 
twenty-second  of  August.  Bids  will  be  received 
for  run-of-mine,  nut,  and  nut  and  slack,  and  the 
reformatory  scales  will  govern  the  weights.  Fred 
S.  Marquis,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  is  the  secretary  of 
the  board. 

W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.,  is  away  on 
his  vacation.  He  intended  some  time  ago  to  go 
to  Atlantic  City,  but  later  decided  to  spend  his 
vacation  in  some  secluded  spot  where  there  is 
some  fishing.  He  left  no  mail  or  telegraph  ad¬ 
dress,  and  he  will  come  back  when  he  feels  like 
it.  In  the  meantime,  Glen  Alum  is  pretty  well 
sold  up. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  here  for  a  dav 
or  two  the  latter  part  of  last  week.  Mr.  Theis 
was  on  his  way  south  to  look  after  the  extensive 
interests  of  his  mammoth  company.  iMr.  Theis 
is  well  known  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  made  many 
friends  in  the  old  days  before  the  “combine"  was 
formed. 

Capt.  James  P.  Jackson,  an  old-time  river 
steamboat  captain  and  a  heavy  steamboat  owner, 
now  located  at  Georgetown,  Ky.,  where  he  owns 
the  city  water  works,  gas  works,  and  a  few  more 
things,  was  a  visitor  on  'change  Wednesday, 
where  he  was  warmly  greeted  by  a  number  of  old 
friends.  Captain  Jackson  is  also  the  principal 
coal  dealer  in  Georgetown,  although  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  is  his  smallest  interest. 

Col.  Charles  H.  Bohnief,  Louisville,  Ky..  one 
of  the  most  valued  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
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openings  will  be  made  at  once,  and  that  mining 
operations  will  be  prosecuted  on  a  gigantic  scale. 


Co  stopped  over  between  trains  a  few  days  ago 
on  ’his  way  from  Pittsburg  to  Louisville,  and 
mingled  with  his  old  friends  on  ’change.  Mr. 
Bohrner  has  a  general  executive  position  with  the 
River  Coal  company  and  is  one  of  the  busiest  men 
in  the  company.  He  was  a  very  welcome  visitor 
here. 

C.  R.  Hinsch,  president  of  the  Tfinsch  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  which,  since  its  sale  of  its  retail  busi¬ 
ness  to  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  is  devoting  its  energies  to  the  pushing  of 
a  large  and  growing  wholesale  coal  trade,  has 
gone  to  the  mines  for  a  week  or  two  to  look 
after  his  interests  at  that  end  of  the  line. 

The  Black  Mountain  Collieries  Co.  has  just 
been  incorporated  at  Richmond,  Va.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $250,000.  James  M.  Barr,  formerly 
president  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  is  president 
of  the  new  company;  Frank  C.  Wright,  associ¬ 
ated  with  Rogers,  Brown  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  is 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  W.  A.  Garrett,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  Southern  railroad, 
is  a  director.  The  company  has  been  acquiring 
coal  properties  for  some  time,  and  now  holds 
some  very  valuable  lands.  It  is  repoited  that 


The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana 


Indianapolis,  August  2.-^  {Special  Correspond- 
ence.)— The  white  dove  of  peace  again  hovers 
over  the  Indiana  coal  field,  but  its  presence 
there  is  again  due  to  the  willingness  of  the  op¬ 
erators  to  concede  a  point  rather  than  distuib 
the  trade. 

The  prolonged  trouble  over  the  slate  ques¬ 
tion  that  threatened  a  suspension  in  the  entire 
field  controlled  by  the  members  of  the  opera¬ 
tors’  association,  has  been  settled  by  a  return 
to  the  conditions  of  the  old  contract  which 
provided  that  the  matter  of  the  removal  of 
slate  should  be  governed  by  local  conditions  at 
the  mines. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  miners  backed 
down  from  the  attitude  they  assumed  during 
the  Terre  Haute  wage  conference  where  the 
scale  of  1903  was  restored  after  a  long  discus¬ 
sion.  The  trouble  was  that  the  agreement  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  removal  of  slate  was  not  put  in 
writing  so  the  miners  could  not  have  backed 
out  of  it. 

Although  the  operators  have  agreed  to  abide 
by  the  old  agreement,  they  are  insistent  that 
the  miners  did  agree,  or  at  least  convey  openly 
the  impression  at  the  wage  conference  that 
they  would  remove  a  reasonable  amount  of 
slate. 

It  turned  out  soon  after  work  was  resumed 
that  the  miners  themselves  expected  to  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  determine  what  w'as  a  reasonable 
amount.  Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  to  say  what  amount  should  be  removed 
was  resented  and  the  old  strike  methods  were 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  2.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Probably  the  most  interesting  bit 
of  news  this  week  is  the  announcement  that  a 
meeting  of  the  commission  to  settle  disputes  be¬ 
tween  coal  operators  and  miners  in  the  Nqvinger 
district  in  Alissouri  will  be  held  soon  in  the 
Kansas  City  office  of  the  Southwestern  Coal 
Operators’  Association.  Nearly  2.000  miners  are 
still  out  of  employment  in  southwest  Missouri 
because  three  mining  companies  say  they  can  not 
mine  coal  and  sell  it  at  a  profit  under  the  scale 
made  in  Kansas  City  in  June.  1  he  companies 
that  refuse  to  start  their  mines  are  the  Rom- 
bauer  Coal  Co.,  the  Great  Northern  Fuel  Co. 
and  the  Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  last 
named  is  controlled  by  John  W.  Gates.^  Mines  in 
the  district  controlled  by  John  C.  Tarsney,  of 
this  city,  are  in  operation  now.  but  iMr.  Tarsney 
had  a  sliding-scale  contract.  Coal  in  thinner  at 
Novinger  than  at  most  of  the  mines  in  Missouri 
and  a  multitude  of  causes  has  made  the  field  a 
hard  one  to  operate.  There  are  quite  a  few 


George  M.  Halm,  as  noted  several  weeks  ago 
in  The  Black  Diamond,  is  preparing  to  leave 
Cincinnati  permanently,  having  sold  out  all  his 
coal  interests  in  this  city,  and  will  in  the  future 
make  his  home  in  .Arizona,  where  he  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  $70,000  ranch.  Mr.  Halm  leaves  the 
Queen  City  with  the  best  wishc.:  of  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  friends.  He  has  just  sold  his  handsome 
home  in  Clifton  to  Frank  Sternberger,  a  brother 
of  M.  L.  Sternberger,  the  well  known  -Jackson 
coal  man. 

Harry  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  returned  home 
Friday  after  having  spent  six  weeks  or  two 
months  abroad.  Mr.  Mather  was  accompanied 
on  his  trip  by  his  friend  Barrett,  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  office  of  the  same  concern,  and  his  trip  was 
one  continual  round  of  pleasure  and  delightful 
sight-seeing.  Mr.  Mather  had  not  had  a  vacation 
for  a  long  time,  and  the  trip  did  him  a  world  of 
good  physically.  He  is  now  the  picture  of  health 
and  he  says  he  is  a'  ain  ready  to  buckle  down  to 
hard  work  and  enjoy  it. 


resorted  to  by  the  miners  to  gain  their  point. 
Rather  than  bring  about  another  general  strike, 
the  operators  finally  agreed  that  the  former 
conditions  as  to  slate  should  be  resumed.  The 
men  who  were  out  in  the  Linton  field  have  re¬ 
turned  to  work  and  to  all  appearances  peace 
exists  and  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of 
another  rupture.  .  , 

The  executive  board  of  the  miners  is  in  ses¬ 
sion  here  with  President  Mitchell.  It  is  con¬ 
sidering  a  number  of  important  matters,  as 
there  are  several  localities  in  which  the  union 
is  in  serious  trouble.  Nothing  is  given  out 
from  the  inside,  however,  as  to  what  is  being 
done  by  the  board. 

Most  of  the  mines  are  being  operated  on  a 
summer  schedule.  The  intense  hot  weather 
has  lessened  the  demand  for  coal,  as  many  fac¬ 
tories  have  closed  down  until  September.  There 
is  less  activity  than  usual  at  this  time  of  the 
year  in  general  lines  of  business  and  the  coal 
trade  has  been  very  materially  affected.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  about  as  good  here  and  throughout 
the  state  as  could  be  expected  under  the  con¬ 
ditions  and  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Prices  are 
fairly  steady  and  there  is  not  a  very  marked 
disposition  to  shade  prices  at  the  mines  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  business. 

Many  of  the  dealers  say  they  have  already- 
landed  enough  contracts  to  insure  them  a  fine 
trade  next  winter.  In  fact,  it  is  the  general 
impression  among  members  of  the  trade  that 
if  the  weather  conditions  are  favorable  next 
winter  will  be  one  of  the  best  they  have  en¬ 
joyed  for  some  time. 


points  in  controversy,  and  the  commission  will 
undertake  the  task  of  settling  them. 

Higher  Retail  Prices  to  Prevail. 

Coal  dealers  in  Kansas  City  have  begun  to 
intimate  that  the  prices  here  next  winter  will  be 
higher  than  the  domestic  user  has  been  asked  to 
pay  in  years.  Contracts  that  dealers  are  now 
making  with  some  of  their  regular  customers 
for  delivery  of  coal  through  the  winter  estab¬ 
lishes  beyond  question  the  fact  that  the  prices 
will  be  some  higher.  For  semi-anthracite  the 
prices  the  dealers  liave  named  are  fifteen  per  cent 
higher  than  they  were  last  y-ear,  and  hiUiminous 
coal  prices  have  advanced  about  ten  per  cent. 
At  a  special  meeting  of  the  board  of  education 
here  the  other  night  the  contract  for  the  coal 
supply  for  the  school  year  was  awarded  to  the 
Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  This  contract  .shows 
that  it  will  cost  Kansas  City  schools  lietween 
$,').()00  and  $G,000  more  this  year  for  coal  than 
last  year.  The  successful  company  bid  20  1-5 


cents  per  bushel  for  semi-anthracite,  which  i- 
1-5  cents  per  hushel  more  than  was  paid  last 
year.  Reduced  to  tons  the  bid  was  $5.25.  a; 
against  $4.25  last  year,  or  about  twenty -five  per 
cent  increase.  It  is  estimated  that  about  .ioo.ooo 
bushels  will  be  used  during  the  year.  A  bid  of 
$3.10  per  ton  was  made  for  Camdai  coal,  but 
none  of  this  has  been  used  before.  1  he  hidelity 
Coal  Co.  bid  20  cents  straight  on  semi-anlhracile 
and  the  Grav-Bryan  Co.  bid  19  3-5.  but  the  latter 
bid  was  conditioned  on  the  freight  rates  from 
Arkansas. 

‘■'I  he  business  of  supplying  the  schools  with  coal 
is  a  sort  of  specialty,”  W.  C.  Perry,  vice-president 
of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  said  yesterday. 
"No  matter  if  we  should  encounter  a  shortage 
of  cars  on  account  of  adverse  conditions  at  the 
mines,  this  contract  must  be  carried  out  and  the 
schools  kejit  going.  I'liat  is  one  reason  for  the 
higher  rates  named  in  the  bids  submitted  to  the 
schools.” 

"What  hearing  will  the  increase  in  the  price 
of  steam  coal  have  on  the  rales  to  be  charged 
domestic  users?”  Mr.  Perry  was  asked. 

"Now,  of  course  I  can't  see  into  the  future, 
he  replied,  "but  1  have  no  doubt  that  the  do¬ 
mestic  rates  will  be  correspondingly  higher.  It  is 
only  natural  that  they  should.  Its  our  turn  to 
make  a  little  money  now.” 

Word  has  been  received  in  Kansas  City  that 
a  strike  is  imminent  in  the  mines  at  Henrietta, 
Creek  Nation,  Indian  Territory.  This  is  a  seini- 
anthracite  district  and  the  miners  want  a  raise 
of  two  and  one  half  cents  a  ton.  These  miners 
are  among  those  who  agreed  to  abide  by  the 
terms  of  the  settlement  of  the  strike.  IMore  than 
four  hundred  men  are  employed  in  the  district. 
The  mines  are  owned  by  Cameron  &  Co.,  the  Hen¬ 
rietta  Coal  Co.,  the  Whitehead  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Wise  Coal  Co. 

The  lower  house  of  the  Kansas  City  council 
on  July  twenty-ninth  passed  an  ordinance  giving 
a  franchise  to  a  natural  gas  company  to  supply 
Kansas  City  with  gas  at  the  rate  of  Iwenly-live 
cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet  to  domestic  users 
and  ten  cents  to  manufacturers.  However,  me 
ordinance  was  so  heavily  loaded  with  amendments 
that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  grantees  will 
accept  the  franchise.  The  name  of  the  mys¬ 
terious  party  who  has  agreed  to  finance  the  fran¬ 
chise,  if  accepted,  has  at  last  been  divulged.  It  is 
the  Royal  Trust  Co.,  of  Chicago,  a  concern  which 
is  financially  capable  of  supplying  the  city  with 
natural  gas. 

A.  P.  King,  manager  of  the  Home-Riverside 
mines  of  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  was  in  the  city, 
yesterday.  He  reported  business  unusually  slack. 
The  demand  for  coal,  he  said,  is  not  as  strong 
as  it  was  this  time  last  summer. 


The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  yVugust  2. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Considerable  coal  has  been  coming 
in  here  of  late  from  the  smaller  mines  on  consign¬ 
ment  and  this  fact  has  had  the  tendency  to 
make  the  market  soft,  but  it  does  not  affect  the 
big  operators  who  are  getting  orders  right 
along  and  looking  after  their  old  customers. 
Agents  of  the  large  companies,  however,  are  not 
reaching  out  very  much  for  more  business,  feel¬ 
ing  confident  that  good  times  are  coming  when 
there  will  be  a  great  rush  of  orders  and  increase 
over  present  prices. 

Contracts  are  being  signed  today  at  all  the  way 
from  twenty  to  thirty  cents  in  advance  of  last 
year’s  prices,  and  prices  generally  today  are  bet¬ 
ter  than  they  were  last  .week.  A  week  ago 
West  Virginia  run-of-mine  could  be  bought  for 
eighty  cents ;  today  it  is  quoted  at  ninety  cents. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  con¬ 
cerns  in  the  country  is  very  optimistic  and  gives 
the  following  reasons  for  the  faith  that  is  in 
him:  ‘in  the  first  place  we  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  coal  out  of  the  market :  and  in  the  second 
place,  consumption  has  increased  materially. 
I'here  is  a  car  embargo  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  and  Norfolk  &  Western  roads,  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  so  many  cars  are  tied  up  at  the 
lakes,  and  this  alone  cuts  off  tli^  shipments  about 
fifty  per  cent.  And  what  is  an  additional  re.Tson 
for  increased  scarcity  and  conseciuent  Itigh  iirices 
is  the  further  fact  that  the  shortage  >till  con 
liiiues.  There  is  not  nearly  as  much  surplus 
in  sight  today  as  there  was  some  time  ago.  for 
the  stocks  of  big  consumers  arc  rapidly  dimin- 
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isliinjj,  as  is  sliowii  l)y  ilie  many  inrjinrics  of 
late.  In  iny  opinion  there  is  nothing  that  can 
prevent  an  almost  uni)rcce(lcntc(l  demand  for 
I)itiiminous  coal  within  the  next  four  weeks.” 

Car  Shortage  Confronts  Anthracite  Trade. 

I  he  same  situation  confronts  the  anthracite 
trade,  according  to  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
large  companies,  lie  says:  “This  morning 
(Wednesday)  1  talked  with  onr  general  manager 
at  I’.iiffalo  over  the  telephone  and  he  told  me  to 
warn  the  trade  that  hox  cars  are  getting  very 
scarce  and  to  tell  onr  cnslomcrs  they  would  bet¬ 
ter  lay  in  their  coal  supply  during  August  if 
they  don’t  want  to  he  left.  The  anticipated 
shortage  of  cars  is  becoming  more  evident,  'J'he 
cause  for  the  arrival  ahead  of  time  of  this  dis¬ 
tressing  condition  is  easily  seen.  Western  grain 
men,  knowing  that  when  the  new  and  unprece¬ 
dentedly  large  wheat  croj)  is  threshed,  the  eleva¬ 
tors  will  be  crowded  to  overflowing,  arc  evidently 
shipping  what  they  now  have  on  hand  to  the  east, 
to  make  room  for  the  new  crop.  This  year, 
they  tell  us,  the  grain  shippers  will  recpiirc  twice 
;is  many  cars  as  were  required  last  year.  But 
there  is  a.iiothcr  situation  which  will  affect  Michi¬ 
gan  especially.  'I'lic  sugar  beet  crop  this  year 
is  the  grcate.st  in  its  history  and  the  bituminous 


Whkelinc;,  W.  Va.,  August  2.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'I'hc  settlement  of  the  strike  at  the 
Wheeling  conference  has  been  followed  by  a 
booming  coal  industry  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio 
river  in  this  immediate  vicinity,  although  the 
West  Virginia  territory  affected  included  only 
the  Panhandle  district  and  not  many  important 
mines  at  that.  By  the  end  of  the  present  week, 
or  ten  days  at  the  furthest,  every  mine  in  this 
section  will  he  working.  Preparations  to  this 
end  are  being  pushed  to  the  limit. 

The  slowness  of  the  lake  trade  continues  to 
excite  comment,  and  the  opinion  is  expressed  that 
many  of  the  dock  companies  will  be  caught  short. 
.A.  number  of  them  are  now  up  against  an  embar¬ 
rassing  situation  with  orders  unfilled  which 
.‘should  have  been  cared  for  weeks  ago.  The  Ohio 
river  valley  operators  will  make  a  hard  effort  to 
make  up  for  lost  time.  The  Wabash,  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  railroads,  hauling  to 
Cleveland  and  other  lake  points  from  this  terri¬ 
tory,  threaten  to  be  oppressed  by  too  much  coal 
in  a  short  time,  for  just  at  present  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  is  only  fair. 

Prices  are  but  little  better  than  they  were  at 
this  period  last  year.  When  it  is  considered  that 
the  Ohio  field  has  been  virtually  tied  up  for  four 
months,  it  is  surprising  that  better  prices  do  not 
prevail  and  that  there  is  not  a  more  insistent  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  from  new  sources.  Very  little  new 
business  has  come  to  West  Virginia  bv  reason  of 
the  strike  in  the  adjoining  state  and  local  op¬ 
erators  are  puzzled  to  know  where  the  actual 
wants  have  been  supplied.  They  can  account  for 
it  only  on  the  theory  that  large  consumers  were 
pretty  well  stocked  up  in  advance. 

I  he  Highland  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized, 
with  a  $200, not)  capitalization,  by  J.  C.  McKinley, 
N.  C.  flubbard,  Dr.  S.  A.  llaning  and  others  of 
this  city,  who  are  already  interested  in  several 
mines  near  Wheeling  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
They  have  purchased  the  property  of  the  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Fuel  Co,,  at  Glencoe,  Ohio,  consisting 
of  two^  mines,  about  5,000  acres  of  land  and  122 
miners’  dwellings.  This  property  was  once 
owned  by  Henry  E.  Weaver  and  associates  of 
Chicago.  The  daily  production  runs  from  1,,500 
to  2,000  tons,  and  Mr.  McKinley  says  that  the 
property  will  be  developed  extensively,  both  for 
railroad  fuel  and  commercial  coal.  About  400 
niiners  will  be  employed  as  soon  as  certain  im- 
improvements  are  made. 

I  he  only  other  West  Virginia  incorporation 
organized  recently  is  the  Cleveland  Coal  &  Coke 
Co„  of  Roanoke,  Lewis  county,  by  Morgantown 
men.  This  is  an  untried  field,  and  it  is  probable 
the  promoters  will  conduct  a  speculative  enter¬ 
prise. 

A  boom  in  coal  lands  has  struck  Braxton 
county  since  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  was  e.x- 
tended  into  that  section.  The  Davis  and  Elkins 


coal  dealers  are  already  feeling  the  effects  of 
th.at  stale  of  affairs,  for  some  of  the  Michigan 
railroads  are  even  now  beginning  to  hang  on  to 
empties  in  anticijiation  of  the  great  demand  for 
cars  to  remove  the  beets  to  the  market.  How¬ 
ever,  the  majority  of  anthracite  dealers  are  well 
suiiplied  with  coal  and  the  smaller  dealers  are 
beginning  to  lay  in  their  stocks.” 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

_  C.  J.  Andrews,  Detroit  agent  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  C.oal  Co.,  who  has  bee.n  ill  with  typhoid 
fever,  is  imjiroving  slowly. 

^  Neil  W.  Snow,  agent  for  the  New  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  has  gone  up  the  lakes  to  Au  Sable  in 
the  interests  of  his  com])any. 

I  he  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  has  laid  an  em¬ 
bargo  on  box  cars  west  of  Buffalo,  except  those 
intended  for  shipment  into  Canada. 

C.  C.  Card,  who  for  the  past  five  years  has 
been  in  charge  of  the  Detroit  sales  department 
of  the  A,  Y.  Malcomson  Co.,  has  resigned  his 
positifin  to  become  manager  of  the  International 
Combustion  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Buffalo. 
This  is  a  corporation  organized  by  Mark  Pack¬ 
ard,  of  Buffalo,  the  well  known  operator.  Mr. 
Card’s  successor  has  not  yet  been  aiipointed. 


interests  have  already  constructed  a  coke  plant 
at  Gassaway,  in  that  county,  and  coal  lands  have 
jumped  from  eight  to  twenty-five  dollars  an 
acre  in  a  twinkling.  Uniontown,  Pa.,  persons  are 
active  in  the  field. 

1  he  Marsh  Fork  Coal  Co.,  which  already  has 
options  on  500  acres  in  Raleigh  county,  is  nego¬ 
tiating  for  1,500  acres  more.  The  company  is  a 
Pennsylvania  concern  and  it  will  develop  the 
property. 

The  Coal  River  railroad,  a  new  line,  is  being 
extended  up  Marsh  Fork  as  fast  as  the  grading 
can  be  done  and  the  tracks  can  be  laid,  and  fol¬ 
lowing  its  completion  active  development  is  due 
on  the  tributary  holdings  of  companies  which 
are  patiently  awaiting  the  railroad’s  construction. 

William  Moore  is  opening  a  new  mine  near 
Clarksburg,  and  he  intends  to  install  modern 
equipment  throughout,  but  his  trade  will  be 
principally  local. 

A  reliable  report  has  it  that  the  Washington 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  a  Pennsylvania  corporation, 
which  owns  sixty  thousand  undeveloped  acres 
across  the  West  Virginia  line  in  Monongalia 
county,  will  build  a  railroad  from  near  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  to  reach  those  lands.  The  Cochrans, 
of  Uniontown,  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  and 
Senator  Elkins  are  said  to  be  interested,  and 
there  is  very  little  doubt  but  that  the  project  will 
be  consummated  in  the  course  of  time,  as  the 
lands  are  too  valuable  to  lie  idle. 

1  he  United  Mine  Workers  have  purchased  land 
to  establish  headquarters  at  Scarboro,  in  the 
New  River  region,  and  they  are  reported  to  have 
expended  $35,000  for  this  purpose.  They  have 
encountered  difficulties  in  getting  headquarters 
heretofore  because  of  available  Jand  and  buildings 
being  owned  in  all  the  mining  centers  by  the 
coal  companies.  Their  move  is  taken  to  mean 
their  intention  to  continue  their  desperate  cam¬ 
paign  to  organize  the  New  River  field. 

The  campaign  to  tax  everything  in  sight  be¬ 
longing  to  coal  companies  was  reflected  a  few 
days  ago  when  State  Tax  Commissioner  Dillon 
instituted  proceedings  to  assess  $50,000  worth  of 
stock  of  the  Pocahontas  Consolidated  Coal  Co., 
held  in  a  McDowell  county  bank.  The  tax  cru¬ 
sade  against  coal  enterprises  is  creating  serious 
complications  and  the  end  is  not  in  sight  for  a 
controversy  that  has  raged  now  for  fully  two 
years. 

N.  R.  Hatfield,  aged  nineteen,  and  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Walnut  Hills  and  Cincinnati 
Mining  Co.,  of  Naugatuck,  is  the  youngest  mine 
superintendent  in  West  Virginia,  and  it  is  a 
(luestion  whether  there  is  a  younger  in  the  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Hatfield  is  also  a  good  superintendent. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  of  New  Yqrk,  president  of 
the  Crab  Orchard  Improvement  Co.,  has  been  in 
the  New  River  region  looking  over  his  extensive 
coal  holdings,  and  found  them  in  good  shape. 


The  Hocking  Valley  Trade. 

Ci.EVFXA.ND,  August  2. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)  Everything  is  on  the  move  in  eastern 
Ohi(j  this  week  and  operators  expect  to  have 
coal  moving  up  the  lakes  within  a  very  short 
time.  'Pile  settlement  reached  at  Wheeling  last 
Saturday  was  not  just  what  the  operators  de¬ 
sired,  but  at  the  same  time  it  contained  features 
for  which  they  had  been  contending.  The 
greatest  coup  perhaps  is  the  agreement  of  the 
miners  to  take  off  the  two  cents  that  operators 
have  been  paying  on  the  machine  scale  above 
other  districts  since  machines  were  introduced 
in  that  territory,  at  the  end  of  the  present  con¬ 
tract  or  when  the  next  one  is  made  two  years 
from  this  time.  The  operators  were  very 
anxious  to  have  this  matter  adjusted  when  the 
prcscjit  contract  was  made,  but  the  prospects 
of  a  settlement  under  those  conditions  seemed 
remote,  as  the  men  were  unwilling  to  grant  the 
scale  demanded.  The  operators  also  secured  a 
reduction  in  the  yardage  prices.  While  the  con¬ 
cessions  are  not  large,  they  will  eventually 
amount  to  something. 

All  the  mines,  about  seventy-five  in  number, 
will  operate  imder  this  agreement.  Those  who 
had  an  idea  that  a  settlement  with  the  United 
States  Coal  Co.  would  be  difficult,  because  of 
the  trouble  that  had  been  experienced  in  en¬ 
deavoring  to  operate  the  mines  upon  a  non-union 
basis,  were  disappointed.  All  the  mines  of  the 
company  will  be  put  in  operation  and  the  men 
who  have  been  working  under  the  non-union 
arrangement  may  become  members  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  if  they  desire.  This  is  true  of  all 
the  other  mines  that  were  operated  with  non¬ 
union  men. 

This  completes  the  settlements  in  all  sections 
of  the  state  with  the  exception  of  the  Massillon 
and  Coshocton  districts.  It  is  expected  that 
these  two  districts  will  be  taken  up  at  once,  but 
whether  much  trouble  will  be  experienced  in 
reaching  a  settlement  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
conference  called  in  the  Massillon  district  some 
time  ago  disagreed  on  several  different  points 
and  seemingly  the  two  sides  were  further  apart 
than  before  the  meeting  was  held.  The  settle- 
inent  in  other  districts  will  possibly  have  some 
influence  on  the  men  at  Massillon  and  render  a 
settlement  easier  to  make. 

Ohio  Strike  Almost  Fruitless  of  Results. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  gains  made  were  not 
worth  the  time  lost  to  either  the  miners  or  the 
operators.  In  fact,  the  loss  to  the  miners  can  not 
be  made  up  in  the  two  years  of  their  contract  at 
the  advance  they  have  secured,  no  matter  what 
conditions  may  exists.  Operators,  of  course,  lost 
heavily  in  some  ways,  but  many  of  them  were 
able  to  secure  coal  to  fill  their  orders  and  they 
made  their  contracts  the  same  as  if  their  mines 
had  been  running.  Vhile  their  margins  may 
have  beeji  reduced  to  a  considerable  extent  by 
having  to  purchase  the  coal,  they  kept  their  busi¬ 
ness  and  made  something  from  it.  Now  they 
can  complete  deliveries  from  their  own  mines. 
And  in  this  connection  it  may  be  said  that  all 
the  coal  that  was  delivered  in  place  of  their 
own  was  of  as  good  and  in  manj-  instances  a 
better  grade  than  the  eastern  Ohio  field  pro¬ 
duces.  Buyers  did  not  lose  anything  bv  accept¬ 
ing  the  coal  that  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
product  of  the  idle  mines. 

The  statement  has  been  made  that  coal  ship¬ 
pers  will  now  have  a  rather  serious  time  in 
securing  vessel  tonnage,  since  the  mines  are  now 
all  m  operation.  While  some  have  supplied 
their  contracts  and  orders,  as  stated  above,  it  is 
known  that  many  of  the  smaller  producers  have 
not  done  much.  These  operators  will  endeavor 
to  push  up  as  much  of  their  product  as  pos¬ 
sible  in  connection  with  the  regular  tonnage 
that  has  been  taken  care  of,  and  the  conse¬ 
quence  will  be  a  shortage  for  a  time.  Shippers 
have  had  a  hard  time  securing  small  boats  and 
some  have  paid  an  advance  of  ten  cents  to  Lake 
Michigan  points,  making  the  rate  fifty  cents  in¬ 
stead  of  forty,  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  season. 
The  strength  of  the  ore  trade  is  'such  that  many 
of  the  large  carriers  have  preferred  to  go  up 
light  rather  than  wait  for  coal  cargoes  and  run 
the  risk  of  their  being  discharged  at  once  when 
they  arrive  at  the  docks.  But  there  has  not 
been  as  much  trouble  among  shippers  who  can 
use  this  class  of  vessels  as  with  the  smaller  ones. 


Mining  News  from  IVest  Virginia. 
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UOestern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


H.  C.  Adams,  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Coal  Co., 
Chicago,  is  enjoying  a  week’s  rest  and  recrea¬ 
tion  at  South  Haven,  Mich. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  was  in  Chicago 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  on  official  business  of 
the  company. 

Joseph  Leiter,  president  of  the  Zeigler  Coal 
Co.,  left  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  on  an 
European  trip.  He  expects  to  return  about 
October  first. 

George  Gregory,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  was 
a  Chicago  visitor  this  week.  He  says  the  retail 
trade  is  in  good  shape  in  his  vicinity  and  the 
dealers  expect  a  good  season’s  business. 

F.  C.  Bryan,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  vice-president  of 
the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  this  week 
attending  to  business  interests  of  the  company. 

Frederick  Bowman,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  has  been 
made  manager  of  the  J.  W.  Dempsey  Coal  Co., 
of  that  city,  formerly  the  Clancy  Coal  Co.,  whose 
plant  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Dodge  and 
Chatham  streets. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  has  decided  to  remove 
its  main  offices  from  Linton  to  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.  John  Hewitt,  of  Li_nton,_  the  company’s 
general  manager,  will  remain  with  the  company. 
Transferring  his  residence  to  Terre  Haute. 

O.  S.  Richardson,  of  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co., 
Chicago,  left  for  an  extended  western  trip  the 
latter  part  of  last  week.  He  will  not  return  home 
until  toward  the  last  part  of  August,  and  during 
most  of  his  absence  will  be  in  Colorado  and 
California. 

W.  C.  Poppe,  for  the  past  three  years  with 
the  Chicago  office  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co., 
h.as  been  appointed  city  salesman  by  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Co.  Mr.  Poppe  has  a  host  of  friends  m 
the  trade  who  wish  him.  every  success  with  his 
new  connection. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  Coal  Co.  is  spending  a 
large  sum  in  the  erection  of  a  tipple  and  the 
making  of  other  extensi\'e  repairs  and  improve¬ 
ments  before  placing  in  operation  its  mine  at 
Smitbboro,  Ill.,  on  the  Vandalia  railroad  jn  Bond 
county.  When  the  work  under  way  is  com¬ 
pleted  the  Mississippi  Valley  Coal  Co.  will  have 
a  mine  modern  in  every  respect. 

Norman  Birkland,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Crescent  Coal  &  blining  Co.,  Chicago,  re¬ 
signed  on  August  first  and  expects  to  leave  on  a 
vacation  trip  in  a  few  days.  Mr.  Birkland  was 
connected  with  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
for  the  past  twenty-three  years  and  his  resigna¬ 
tion  was  quite  a  'surprise  to  the  Chicago  trade. 
He  has  made  no  plans  for  the  future  and  coal 
will  not  be  thought  of  until  he  gets  a  well  earned 
rest. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad 
has  completed  a  survey  for  the  extensio.n  of  its 
Centralia-PIerrin  branch,  from  Christopher  to 
DuQuoin,  111.  The  proposed  line  is  a  direct  one 
and  taps  some  of  the  richest  coal  areas  in  south¬ 
ern  Illinois.  It  is  semi-officially  announced  that 
the  Burlington  will  extend  the  DuQuoin  line  to 
Belleville,  where  it  would  connect  with  the  St. 
Louis  &  O’Fallon  railroad  to  St.  ‘Louis.  It  is 
expected  that  the  work  on  this  branch  will  begin 
within  ten  days. 

'I'hos.  C.  McGrath,  one  of  the  prominent  citi¬ 
zens  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  died  recently  at  his  home 
in  that  city.  Death  came  at  the  end  of  several 
years’  suffering  from  asthma,  and  was  not  wholly 
unexpected  by  his  family  a.nd  friends.  He  was 
horn  in  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  sixty-nine  years  ago,  but 
for  the  last  twenty-eight  years  had  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Springfield,  where  he  has  held  positions 
of  honor  and  won  the  respect  of  a  large  circle 
of  acquaintances.  Mr.  McCirath  held  the  office 
of  president  of  the  Capital  Coal  Co.  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years. 

E.  M.  Sands,  manager  of  the  Old  Colony  Coal 
Co.,  Chicago,  was  in  Cleveland  the  early  part 
of  the  week.  He  found  the  leading  operators 
and  wholesalers  of  that  city  thoroughly  wrought 
up  over  the  situation  in  the  dock  business  created 
by  the  scarcity  of  vessels,  and  his  statement  of 


the  views  which  he  heard  expressed  fully  con¬ 
firms  the  advices  contained  in  our  market  re¬ 
ports  regarding  the  seriousness  of  the  situation. 

The  Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.  of  Chicago  has 
been  succeeded  by  the  Link  Belt  Co.,  which  will 
operate  the  plants  of  the  Link  Belt  Machinery 
Co.  of  Chicago,  Ewart  Manufacturing  Co.,  In¬ 
dianapolis,  and  the  Link  Belt  Works  at  Phila¬ 
delphia.  The  officers  of  the  company  arc:  James 
M.  Dodge,  of  Philadelphia,  chairman  of  board; 
Charles  Piez,  of  Philadelphia,  president ;  Glenn 
G.  Howe,  of  Indianapolis,  first  vice-president; 
Staunton  B.  Peck,  of  Chicago,  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent ;  S.  Howard  Smith,  of  Philadelphia,  treas¬ 
urer;  P.  G.  Reid,  of  Philadelphia,  assistant  treas¬ 
urer;  Dyke  Williams,  of  Chicago,  secretary;  Ed¬ 
ward  H.  Burr,  of  Philadelphia,  assistant  secre¬ 
tary. 

Rids  were  opened  and  the  contract  awarded 
the  first  of  this  week  for  supplying  the  Chicago 
fire  department  with  coal  until  next  year.  About 
ninety  engine  bouses  are  included  in  the  award 
which  calls  for  10,000  to  12,000  tons.  Under  the 
contract  adequate  supplies  of  coal  must  be  kept 
constantly  in  stock  at  certain  specified  distribut¬ 
ing  points  in  all  parts  of  the  city,  from  which  the 
supply  wagons  of  the  department  which  act  as 
tenders  to  the  engines  can  readily  keep  the  en¬ 
gines  supplied  with  fuel  while  in  use  at  fires. 

I  he  successful  bidder  was  the  Miami  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  which  secured 
the  contract  on  a  basis  of  $6.75  to  $7.00  for  an¬ 
thracite  and  $3.30  for  West  Virginia  bituminous 
coal. 

The  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  decided  to  abandon  its  mine 
at  Heenanville,  Ill.  1  he  mine  is  by  no  means 
worked  out,  but  for  several  reasons  the  company 
has  decided  to  close  the  property.  The  shaft 
was  unfortunately  located  from  the  start,  being 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  property,  and  constructed 
in  such  a  way  as  to  interfere  to  a  considerable 
extent  with  profitable  working.  There  are  but 
few  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mine  and  most 
of  the  men  were  obliged  to  live  in  Streeter  and 
go  back  and  forth  hy  train,  which  made  it  diffi¬ 
cult  at  times  to  secure  a  sufficient  working  force. 
'I'he  Heenanville  shaft  was  opened  about  thirteen 
years  ago  and  has  given  employment  to  as 
many  as  200  men. 

The  work  of  sinking  a  shaft  at  the  I'.ast 
Hulman  Coal  Co.  mine,  two  miles  east  of 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  on  the  Hulman  road,  is 
nearly  completed  and  H.  A.  Schmidt,  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company,  says  that  the  mine  will 
soon  be  ready  for  business.  Mr._  Sebmidt 
thinks  that  with  the  opening  of  this  mine  it 
will  be  demonstrated  that  the  land  east  of  the 
city  is  a  very  rich  coal  district.  Several  at¬ 
tempts  have  been  made  to  sink  mines  in  the 
district  southeast  of  Terre  Flaute,  but  all  have 
failed  on  account  of  the  quicksand.  It  is  said 
that  there  is  a  thick  layer  of  quicksand  and  it 
has  always  been  impossible  to  get  beyond  this 
into  the  coal  vein.  For  this  reason  several 
])roposed  mines  have  been  failures.  J.  A. 
Greenwood,  secretary  of  the  East  Hulnmn  Co., 
has  had  charge  of  the  work  of  sinking  the 
shaft,  and  it  is  said  that  he  has  invented  a 
way  of  overcoming  the  difficulty  caused  by  the 
(luicksand.  The  company  is  incorporated  for 
$10,000. 

'I'he  United  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  which  C.  M. 
Moderwell.  of  C.  M.  Moderwcll  &  Co.,  Chicago, 
is  president,  and  Harold  C.  Eldridge,  of  the 
Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  is  vice-president,  is  making 
fine  progress  in  the  development  of  its  new  mine 
at  Cliristopher,  in  Franklin  county,  Illinois.  1  he 
shaft  is  considerahly  larger  than  is  usually  con¬ 
structed  and  is  already  down  -laO  feet.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  it  will  be  completely  througb  the  coal 
and  finished 'at  a  depth  of  about  500  feet  within 
the  next  two  or  three  weeks.  The  material  is 
already  on  the  ground  for  the  construction  of  a 
steel  tipple  and  the  equipment  will  be  of  the 
most  modern  description  in  every  respect.  It  is 
intended  that  the  mine  shall  have  at  the  start  a 
hoisting  capacity  of  2,500  tons  daily.  With  a 
tc.n-foot  vein  of  the  best  cptality  of  hranklin 
county  coal  and  with  ample  shqiping  facilities 


over  the  Illinois  Central  and  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  railroads,  which  cross  the  company's 
property,  a  successful  future  for  the  United  Coal 
Mining  Co.  should  be  assured. 

Some  of  the  mines  at  Scclyvillc,  Ind.,  have 
been  obliged  to  shut  down  temporarily  because 
of  the  building  of  the  new  line  of  the  Vandalia 
railroad  across  the  coal  lands  and  over  the 
mine  workings.  All  railroads  object  to  coal 
being  mined  from  beneath  the  tracks,  fearing 
cave-ins  which  might  cause  wrecks.  The  mines 
affected  have  had  to  stop  all  entries  and  rooms 
going  under  the  track,  throwing  a  large  number 
of  men  out  of  employment.  The  companies  will 
not  be  obliged  to  lose  tbe  coal  along  the  opposite 
side  of  the  track  from  their  tipples,  but  will  be 
permitted  to  retain  one  entry  under  the  track 
from  which  other  entries  may  be  driven  after 
getting  beyond  the  right-of-way  of  the  railroad. 
By  a  special  dispensation  granted  by  the  officials 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  the  companies  will 
be  permitted  to  work  their  miners  double,  to 
hasten  the  work  of  putting  the  mines  into  shape 
for  regular  operation,  this  action  having  been 
taken  in  order  that  the  miners  may  not  have  to 
he  without  employment  any  longer  than  neces¬ 
sary. 

The  annual  award  of  its  coal  contract  by  tbe 
International  Harvester  Co.,  Chicago,  always 
arouses  the  interest  of  western  operators  and 
jobbers,  an  interest  which  has  been  heightened 
the  present  season  hy  the  unusually  late  date 
on  wdiich  the  contract  was  let.  For  the  sup¬ 
plying  of  some  of  the  plants  of  the  company  at 
scattered  points  throughout  the  country  con¬ 
tracts  amounting  in  the  agregate  to  about  lOO.OOO 
tons  have  been  let  elsewhere,  but  the  final  con¬ 
tracts  amounting  to  over  a  quarter  of  a  million 
tons  have  been  awarded  in  Chicago  this  week. 
'Fhe  successful  bidders  were  the  Miami  Coal  Co., 
O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Eldridge  Coal  Co.,  C.  M.  Moder- 
well  &  Co.,  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  This  contract  is  for  Illinois 
and  Indiana  screenings  and  run-of-mme.  and  it 
is  under.stood  that  the  tonnage  is  divided  ap- 
])roximately  evenly  among  the  five  companies. 
The  prices  at  which  the  award  was  made  have 
not  been  made  public,  but  it  is  understood  that 
they  were  figured  on  a  very  close  basis.  The 
supply  of  duff  coal  is  not  included  hi  the  eon- 
tracts,  as  it  has  heen  found  by  experience  to  be 
more  satisfactory  to  buy  this  on  the  open  market. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Illiuois 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  on  coal  mining  in 
that  state  contains  many  interesting  facts. 

h'ifty-si.x  of  the  counties  of  Illinois  produce<l 
coal  during  the  year  ending  with  June  thirtietli. 
1<)05,  and  59,230  persons  were  employed  in  get¬ 
ting  out  the  37.183,374  tons  of  coal  wdiich  the 
mines  produced  that  year. 

Of  this  quantity  8.202.066  tons  were  taken  out 
by  mining  machines  and  28.981.308  tons  by  band. 
There  were  990  mines  and  openings  of  all  kinds, 
but  only  3<»7  sbipping  or  commercial  mmes,  the 
others  being  worked  only  for  local  supiilics. 

'Pile  number  of  tons  shipped  was  31.667,07;! 
and  the  tons  supplied  to  locomotives  at  the 
mines  nearly  1,200,000.  Nearly  I.OOO.OOO  kegs  of 
powder  were  used  in  blasting  the  coal.  One 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  miners  lost  their  lives 
by  accident  and  535  were  injured  badly  enough 
to  he  kept  from  work  a  month  or  longer.  Ihe 
wives  made  wddows  numbered  !02,  and  the  chil 
(Iren  made  fatherless  231. 

'fhe  value  of  the  coal  at  the  shipping  mines 
averaged  $1.02  a  ton.  or  about  four  cents  a 
bushel.  'Pile  output  of  the  shipping  mines  was 
19.257.682  tons  in  1893.  In  1905  it  was  35,956  543 
tons,  a  gain  of  nearly  17,000,000  tons,  or  eighty- 
s(  veil  per  cent. 

Pile  increase  of  the  Illinois  coal  output  has 
been  steady  during  the  last  eight  years.  Begin- 
mng  with  1898  there  has  been  a  regular  annual 
increase  in  tbe  number  of  men  employed  and  in 
the  quantity  of  coal  taken  out. 

'Phis  increase  is  likely,  to  continue  at  an  accel¬ 
erated  rate,  for  with  cheap  coal  close  at  hand 
and  every  other  natural  advantage  the  manufac¬ 
turing  industries  of  Missouri,  Illinois  and  Indiana 
must  surely  grow  by  leaps  and  bounds  during 
the  coming  years. 
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ment  will  pa.«s  into  the  hands  of  corporations  before  legislative  sanction  is 
given  to  his  recent  recommendation  on  the  subject  of  retaining  them. 
Rather  than  take  any  chances,  the  secretary  of  the  interior  has,  by  direction 
of  the  President,  issued  an  order  withdrawing  from  entry  six  million  acres 
of  public  lands  known  to  contain  workable  deposits  of  coal.  These  lands 
arc  situated  in  New  Mexico,  Colorado,  Utah,  Wyoming,  North  Dakota 
-Montana,  (Jregon,  and  Washington. 


Economy  in  Expert  Supervision. 

I  hat  penny  wisdom  is  pound  foolishness  has  been  brought  home  to  a 
California  mining  company  by  a  very  severe  experience.  According  to  the 
report,  when  a  certain  property  was  offered  to  them,  the  officers  of  this 
company  considered  the  advisability  of  sending  out  a  competent  mining 
engineer  to  investigate  and  give  a  verdict  on  its  value,  but  when  several 
engineers  had  each  demanded  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  dollars  per  day  and 
expenses,  the  directors  were  horrified,  declaring  that  it  would  be  gross  ex¬ 
travagance  to  submit  to  such  extortion.  .So  they  voted  to  accept  the  prop¬ 
erty  on  the  strength  of  the  testimony  to  its  worth  which  was  submitted  by 
the  seller.  Recently,  after  having  spent  nearly  a  (piarter  of  a  million  dollars 
in  develoimient  and  operation,  with  the  balance  persistently  on  the  wrong 
side  of  the  ledger,  it  was  decided  that  an  expert  report  must  be  had.  The 
engineer  employed  finds  that  the  ore  produced  is  of  such  low  grade  that 
the  proposition  has  been  hopeless  from  the  start.  To  save  a  few  hundreds 
at  the  beginning,  a  fortune  has  been  thrown  auay. 

In  another  instance,  a  company  having  a  property  of  proven  richness 
found  that  the  profits  were  by  no  means  commensurate.  They  too  finally 
called  in  a  mining  engineer,  and  found  that  a  dozen  things  had  been  done 
wrong,  shaft  was  in  the  wrong  place,  machinery  was  poorly  adapted  to  the 
requirements  and  such  as  it  was  was  not  installed  properly,  the  underground 
workings  were  not  laid  out  to  the  best  advantage ;  in  short,  everything  dem¬ 
onstrated  loss  from  lack  of  intelligent  and  expert  supervision.  'I'he  expense 
for  putting  the  mine  and  equipment  in  proper  condition,  thus  needlessly 
entailed,  amounted  to  enough  to  have  paid  the  salary  of  a  competent 
mining  engineer  for  a  generation. 

I  hese  illustrations  can  not  be  regarded  as  invidious,  because  they  are 
drawn  from  another  branch  of  mining  industry.  But  they  have  a  most 
direct  and  forceful  application  in  the  field  of  the  coal  operator.  Many  an 
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Wh-\t  is  the  use  of  selling  coal  if  you  don’t  make  a  profit? 

This  is  a  mighty  poor  time  to  sell  coal,  hut,  ergo,  a  mighty  good  time 
to  buy  it  if  you  have  plenty  of  storage  room 

Good  men  once  believed  that  slavery  was  both  legal  and  righteous.  Not 
many  years  ago  men  accepted  rebates  from  railroads  as  conscientiously 
as  they  did  discounts  from  jobbers.  It  never  dawned  on  them  that  they 
were  doing  wrong.  But  the  new  social  conscience  would  not  think  of  con¬ 
doning  slavery,  neither  will  it  hold  him  guiltless  who  takes  rebates. 

The  ardently  desired  cure  for  trusts,  so  long  and  earnestly  sought 
after,  has  been  found  at  last.  It  was  a  man  in  Missouri  who  discovered  it, 
and  now  a  Missouri  court  has  confirmed  it  as  good  law.  It  appears  that 
under  the  law  of  that  stale  the  man  who  buys  goods  of  a  trust  on  credit 
can  not  be  compelled  to  pay  the  bill.  'The  rest  is  easy.  .-Ml  that  remains 
IS  for  everybody  to  run  up  a  big  account  with  every  trust  iu  sight,  and  re¬ 
fuse  to  pay  up;  then  the  trusts  will  disappear  as  if  by  magic — if  we  all 
live  in  Missouri. 

Congress  is  altogether  too  slow  to  suit  President  Roosevelt.  At  any 
rate,  he  seems  to  be  afraid  that  all  the  good  coal  lands  owned  by  the  govern- 


operation  has  been  foredoomed  to  failure  by  the  quality  of  the  coal  itself, 
or  by  the  character  either  of  the  roof  or  the  strata  through  which  the  shaft 
must  be  sunk,  or  by  inaccessibility  as  to  transportation,  or  by  many  another 
cause,  each  and  all  of  which  would  have  been  apparent  to  a  competent 
engineer.  1  here  are  paying  mines  where  money  has  been  thrown  away 

that  might  have  been  saved,  and  there  are  unprofitable  mines  which  might 

be  made  profitable  by  the  application  of  expert  technical  knowledge. 

When  I  w-as  a  young  man  and  first  engaged  in  mining  coal.”  said  a 
prominent  coal  operator,  "I  did  not  appreciate  the  value  of  the  mining 

engineer.  I  maintained  that  only  a  man  of  practical  experience  was  needed 

in  developing  and  operating  the  mines.  In  my  later  years  I  have  come 
to  see  the  importance  of  the  technically  educated  man.  No  company  operat¬ 
ing  on  a  large  scale  can  afford  to  be  without  a  high-class  mining  engineer. 
Many  men  who  call  themselves  engineers  are  poorly  educated  and  are 
therefore  of  little  worth.  But  a  first-class  mining  engineer  at  a  salary  of 
even  ten  thousand  dollars  is  worth  every  dollar  he  gets,  for  he  will  save 
the  company  employing  him  a  large  amount  of  monej-.  The  old  way  of 
getting  along  without  applied  science  is  played  out.” 

What  this  operator  says  is  sound  common  sense.  He  speaks  only  of 
large  companies,  but  the  essence  of  his  advice  is  even  more  important  to 
small  companies,  for  the3L  oftentimes,  can  be  wrecked  by  a  comparativelj- 
small  leakage,  If  it  be  urged  that  they  can  not  afford  to  pay  the  salary. 
It  might  be  replied  that  they  can  not  afford  not  to  pay  it.  This,  however, 
does  not  necessarily  mean  a  ten-thousand-dollar  salary.  .A  mine  operated 
on  a  small  scale  is  neither  as  large  in  equipment  and  workings,  nor  as 
rapid  m  progress  of  development  as  a  large  one.  Therefore,  it  can  get 
along  without  the  continuous  services  of  its  engineer.  Instead  of  being  a 
resident  official  he  may  be  a  consulting  engineer,  responsible  in  all  essential 
matters,  on  the  ground  much  of  the  time  at  the  start,  always  in  close 
familiarity  with  the  course  of  operations  and  in  consultation  by  corre¬ 
spondence,  but  visiting  the  mine  only  as  occasion  demands,  and  paid  only 
for  the  time  and  services  actually  rendered. 

The  smaller  the  equipment  and  size  of  the  working  force,  the  lighter 
will  be  the  cost  of  such  expert  technical  supervision,  but  ever  with  the 
result  stated  by  the  operator  quoted,  ‘’the  saving  to  the  company  of  a  large 
amount  of  money,  for  the  old  way  of  getting  along  without  applied  science 
is  played  out.” 
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End  of  the  Strike 

The  four  months’  strike  is  ended  in  the  fifth 
Ohio  sub-district,  comprising  the  Pittsburg  No.  8 
vein  in  Belmont,  Harrison  and  Jefferson  coun¬ 
ties  in  Ohio,  and  the  less  important  mines  located 
in  the  Panhandle  of  West  Virginia. 

The  joint  scale  committee  '  of  operators  and 
miners  met  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  on  Wednesday 
of  last  week  in  what  proved  to  be  the  last  of 
the  long  series  of  conferences  for  the  purpose 
of  arriving  at  a  basis  of  agreement  which  would 
end  the  idleness  of  a  large  group  of  important 
mines,  and  of  eight  thousand  miners,  and  at  the 
same  time  put  an  end  to  the  strife  and  bloodshed 
which  has  disgraced  Ohio  for  several  months. 

The  first  session  gave  little  promise  of  any 
conclusion  being  reached,  as  neither  side  showed 
any  signs  of  receding  from  the  respective  posi¬ 
tions  assumed  by  them  at  the  previous  confer¬ 
ences.  The  larger  body  having  failed  to  accom¬ 
plish  anything,  it  was  decided  to  refer  the  re¬ 
maining  cpiestions  at  issue  to  a  sub-scale  com¬ 
mittee  of  three  from  each  side.  The  following 
members  were  chosen  for  this  committee:  On 
the  part  of  the  operators,  F.  M.  Osborne  of  the 
Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  J.  J.  Robey  of 
the  Robey  Coal  Co.,  and  L.  Hornickel  of  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Coal  Wining  Co. ;  on 
the  part  of  the  miners.  National  Vice-President 
T.  Z.  Lewis,  State  President  W.  H.  Green,  and 
Sub-District  President  A.  R.  Watkins. 

Th  long  Wednesday  session  of  the  sub-com¬ 
mittee  was  fruitless,  but  about  noon  on  Thurs¬ 
day  an  agreement  was  reached,  the  operators 
accepting  the  contention  of  the  miners  for  the 


Pittsburgh  Coal 

Showing  a  prosperity  scarcely  to  be  expected, 
even  in  these  prosperous  times,  the  statement  of 
productions  and  earnings  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  for  the  six  months  ended  June  thirtieth 
demonstrates  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  corporation  when  compared  with  its  opera¬ 
tions  and  results  a  year  ago. 

The  report  was  promised  at  the  last  meeting, 
and  it  has  been  expected  for  several  weeks,  but 
officials  of  the  company  were  not  able  to  give  it 
as  completely  as  desired,  because  of  delay  in  re¬ 
ceiving  certain  data  from  the  northwest. 

Since  the  dividend  was  passed  the  company’s 
affairs  have  attracted  wide  attention,  but  it  has 
been  known  for  some  time  that  its  business  was 
improving.  It  is  also  understood  that  recent 
contracts  have  been  taken  at  increased  pricp 
and  economies  have  been  introduced  that  will 
be  of  material  benefit  to  the  company. 

The  report  shows  a  decided  improvement  when 
compared  with  the  figures  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1905,  with  a  net  gain  in  earnings  for 
the  six  months  of  $331,103.27. 

The  tonnage  mined  for  the  six  months  was 
8,236,390,  as  against  6,075,946  tons  for  the  same 
period  in  1905  This  is  an  increase  in  produc¬ 
tion  of  2,160,444  tons.  In  the  Hocking  district 
the  tonnage  mined  for  the  same  period  was 
653,137  tons,  against  555,479  tons  for  1905,  or  a 
gain  of  96,658  tons.  The  coke  production  of 
the  company  was  214,658  tons,  against  168,236 
tons  in  1905,  or  a  gain  of  46,422  tons. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  company  for  the 
six  months  were  $2,384,422.32,  as  against  $1,475,- 
732.62,  or  a  gain  of  $908,689.70.  The  deduction 
from  this  includes  allowance  for  depletions  in 
coal  lands,  depreciation  of  plant,  and  accrued  in¬ 
terest  on  bonds,  which  leaves  a  balance  as  net 
earnings  of  $858,336.73,  as  against  $527,233.46  for 
1905,  and  leaving  the  net  increase  in  earnings 
$331,103.27. 

The  most  surprising  change  in  the  figures  for 
the  present  year  over  the  corresponding  period 
of  1905  is  found  in  the  enormous  deductions  for 
depreciation  of  plant  and  equipment. 

In  1905  the  total  for  six  months  was  only 
$63,338.90,  while  for  the  first  six  months  of  this 
year  the  amount  marked  off  for  this  purpose 
was  $568,183.60,  or  over  a  half  million  dollars 
more  than  for  the  former  period.  This  depre¬ 
ciation  does  not  include  the  depletion  of  coal 


in  Eastern  Ohio. 


disputed  two  cents  on  machine  mining,  but  gain¬ 
ing  a  pledge  that  this  shall  be  eliminated  in  the 
next  agreement.  The  general  committee  at  once 
assembled  and  after  a  thorough  discussion  of 
the  proposed  terms  adopted  the  report. 

■•Mthough  this  was  a  far  greater  advance  than 
any  which  had  been  made  at  any  of  the  previous 
conferences,  failure  was  only  narrowly  averted. 
As  is  usually  the  case  with  a  compromise,  neither 
side  was  .satisfied.  In  the  operators’  convention 
there  were  strenuous  objections  to  .some  of  the 
concessions,  but  the  scale  was  finally  adopted  on 
Thursday  afternoon.  In  the  miners’  convention 
the  struggle  was  much  more  prolonged,  con¬ 
tinuing  till  nearly  midnight  and  then  adjourn¬ 
ing  till  morning  without  final  action.  On  Friday, 
however,  the  scale  was  accepted  by  the  miners 
and  formally  signed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  two  bodies. 

The  full  text  of  the  agreement  is  given  on 
page  34  of  this  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
The  scale  will  remain  in  force  iriitil  April  first, 
1908,  expiring  at  the  same  time  with  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  scale.  After  that  date  the  scale  in  the 
fifth  Ohio  district  is  to  be  governed  by  the 
action  of  the  operators  and  miners  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  thus  doing  away  with  the  differ¬ 
ential  which  the  latter  district  enjoys  under  the 
scales  now  in  force.  All  the  operators  of  the 
district  join  in  the  agreement,  including  the 
United  States  Coal  Co.,  which  had  announced 
its  intention  of  operating  on  a  non-union  or  open- 
shop  basis. 


Co.’s  Statement. 


lands,  which  is  included  in  a  separate  item  and 
amounts  to  $369,844.01,  as  against  $276,060.26,  or 
only  $93,783.75  for  the  increased  tonnage  mined. 

To  offset  these  larger  deductions  for  plant 
and  coal  lands  is  a  showing  in  favor  of  the 
company  in  bonded  interest,  which  for  the  first 
six  months  of  this  year  was  $21,042.02  less  than 
for  the  same  period  of  1905.  However,  the  total 
is  satisfactory  to  the  officials  of  the  company, 
who  feel  that  the  business  conditions  have  been 
made  the  most  of,  and  that  in  the  end  the  show¬ 
ing  will  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  stock¬ 
holders. 

The  report,  which  covers  the  operations  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  and  its  subsidiary  com¬ 
panies,  exclusive  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con- 
.'^olidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  given  herewith  in 
detail.  It  is  signed  by  M.  H.  Taylor,  president 
of  the  company,  instead  of  Francis  L.  Robbins, 


the  former  chairman  of  the 

corporation 
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‘Decrease. 

The  above  surplus  is  slightly  over  two  and 
two-thirds  per  cent  on  the  preferred  stock.  The 
accrued  dividend  for  the  half  year  amounts  to 
three  and  a  half  per  cent.  Hence  the  company 
has  fallen  short  about  five-sixths  of  one  per  cent 
of  earning  its  preferred  dividend.  The  gain 


over  the  same  period  of  last  year  is  practically 
one  per  cent  on  the  preferred.  It  is  well  known 
that  the  latter  half  of  the  year  normally  is  the 
largest  in  the  coal  trade.  Whether  this  advan¬ 
tage  for  the  remaining  six  months  has  been 
offset  by  the  abnormal  condition  of  strikes  at 
the  plants  of  competing  companies  in  the  year 
to  date  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  probably  safe 
to  say,  however,  that  the  company  will  do  well 
if  at  the  end  of  the  year  it  can  show  even  six 
per  cent  earned  on  the  preferred  stock.  The  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  shows  for  the  first  six  months  a 
gain  of  thirty-three  and  one-third  per  cent.  The 
increase  in  net  earnings  for  the  same  period  is 
about  thirty-eight  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Little  Girl  Starts  Big  Plant. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  with  Mrs.  Jones  and  daughter 
Blanche,  left  Cincinnati  Tuesday  evening  in  a 
special  car  on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  rail¬ 
road  to  visit  the  various  coal  mines  in  which 
Mr.  Jones  is  interested  along  the  lines  of  that 
road.  It  was  his  intention,  when  he  left,  to 
stop  at  Pineville,  Ky.,  on  Thursday,  August 
second,  where  a  fitting  celebration  of  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  great  new  property,  the  Blanche  mine, 
has  been  arranged.  It  was  planned  that  Miss 
Blanche  Jones,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Harry  P. 
Jones,  would  light  the  fires  under  the  boilers, 
and  later  turn  on  the  steam  that  would  start  in 
motion  the  $50,000  mining  plant  that  had  been 
named  Blanche  in  honor  of  this  bright  and 
beautiful  young  girl. 

The  Blanche  mine  is  located  at  Blanche,  Ky., 
one  mile  from  Pineville,  in  the  heart  of  the 
famous  Straight  Creek  scam  of  coal.  The  plant 
consists  of  an  up-to-date  equipment  of  engines, 
boilers,  generators,  fan,  etc.,  and  has  also  a 
ten-ton  motor  for  hauling  the  coal.  It  starts 
out  with  one  hundred  three-room  houses, 
twenty-five  four-room  houses,  store,  etc.,  ainl 
is  one  of  the  most  complete  mining  plants  in 
the  state.  While  Mr.  Jones  and  his  family  a' 
on  their  present  trip  it  is  planned  that  Miss 
Blanche  will  remove  the  first  dirt  for  another 
coal  mine,  which  will  be  named  the  “Ida,”  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Jones’  youngest  daughter.  The 
Blanche  mine  is  just  one  mile  from  the  Wall- 
send  properties,  which  Mr.  Jones  acquired  by 
purchase  July  ninth  of  this  year.  The  Wall- 
send  Coal  &  Coke  Co.'s  mines  are  also 
among  the  largest  in  the  state  of  Kentucky. 
Mr.  Jones  is  now  a  director  in  nine  mines  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  and  the  output  of  all 
these  nine  mines  is  sold  through  his  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Jones  points  with 
considerable  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  has  made 
a  market  in  Cincinnati  and  surrouiKling  terri¬ 
tory  for  this  immense  tonnage,  and  it  is  a  good 
guess  that  he  will  sell  a  great  deal  more  coal 
here  as  soon  as  he  gets  his  present  mines 
opened  up  to  their  full  capacity.  Mr.  Jones  has 
one  customer  in  the  hliami  valley  who  uses 
upward  of  100,000  tons  of  coal  a  year. 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange.  New 
York,  report  as  follows:  The  usual  midsummer 
dullness  prevails  in  the  export  coal  trade  and 
little  business  is  being  completed.  Tonnage  i.s 
also  becoming  very  scarce,  and  with  any  in¬ 
creased  demand  the  market  will  undoubtedly 
reach  a  much  higher  level. 

Among  the  recent  charters  for  coal  were  two 
large  steamers,  one  for  Baltimore- Vera  Cruz  and 
the  other  for  Philadelphia-Tampico.  both  at  $1.50, 
and  a  small  boat  to  load  at  Norfolk  for  Curacao 
at  $1.15,  charters  paying  the  foreign  port  charges. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30(al.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 

$1.70@1.75  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1 .50(?/'1.55  to 
CienfiTegos;  $1.5,5@1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $l.60@1.65 
to  Santiago;  $1.70(0:1.75  to  Colon;  $1.10(7/ l.i.> 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70@1.75  to  St. 
Lucia;  $1.50(ql.55  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75(ff'l.S0  to 
Barbados;  $1.75  to  Kingston;  $1.25(gl.30  and 
p  c  to  Curacao;  $2.40(g:2..50  to  Dcmerara;  $1.75 
@1.85  to  Bermuda;  $1.50@1.55  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.50@1.60  to  Tampico;  14s  6d@15s  6d  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  15s  6d(^16s  6d  to  Rosario;  14s(/fl5s  to 
Rio;  16s(fri7s  to  Santos;  9s(?/'9s  6d  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  cast  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy.  Spain  excluded;  $5.25  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Manila;  $5.75  to  Japanese  ports. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Operations  of  Mammoth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Bussey,  Iowa. 

By  E.  C.  BeWolfe. 


Proniincnl  among  coal  mining  operations  in 
southern  central  Iowa  are  those  of  the  Mam¬ 
moth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  a  few  miles  northwest¬ 
ward  from  liussey,  in  the  southeastern  corner  of 
Marion  county.  'I'his  company  now  operates 
five  mines,  three  of  them  actively,  and  produces 
an  .average  of  fourteen  hundred  tons  daily.  It 
is  planned  to  get  a  tot.al  d.aily  tonnage  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  from  all  five  mines  when  fully  de¬ 
veloped. 


Nicely  located  about  midway  between  the  two 
groups  of  mines— Nos.  5  and  7  on  the  one  hand 
and  Nos.  9,  fO  and  H  on  the  other — is  the  Mam- 


out  preparation,  being  dumped  directly  into  cars 
over  1^-inch  bar  screens  for  removal  of  slack. 
Iowa  is  one  of  the  states  where  box  cars  are 


FiS-  2  200-kw.  Goodman  Direct  Connected  Generating  Unit. 


Oiieration  at  Nos.  9  and  10  mines  has  not  been 
pushed,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  coal  was 
found  not  so  thick  nor  so  readily  worked  as  at 
No.  11.  The  company  has  at  present  under  lease 
.somewhat  more  than  three  thousand  acres  of  coal 
Iands._  The  vein  varies  from  four  to  twelve  feet 
in  thickness,  and  is  quite  uniform  in  quality. 


impression  of  stability  and  comfort  above  the 
average  for  isolated  mining  camps.  Everts  is 
six  miles  from  a  railroad,  so  far  as  passenger  and 
general  freight  service  is  concerned. 

The  company’s  mines  are  served  by  branches 
from  the  Wabash  railroad,  which  takes  a  large 
share  of  the  product  for  its  own  use  as  Kiel. 


Under  its  present  organization  the  company 
has  been  in  existence  a  little  more  than  three 
years.  The  first  working  of  this  property  was 
done  in  1901  by  the  O.  K.  Coal  Co.,  which,  by 
rcorganizalion  and  change  of  name,  on  April 
first,  19o:i,  became  the  Mammoth  Vein  Coal  Co., 
of  which  J.  A.  J.  Powers  is  president  and  treas¬ 
urer;  W.  S.  Way,  vice-president,  and  A.  E.  Hol¬ 
lingsworth,  secretary.  Mr.  Powers  is  also  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  company’s  properties 
and  operations.  Eig.  1  shows  the  surface  plant 
at  mine  No.  5,  which  was  first  opened  by  the 
old  company  in  1901.  d'his  is  the  company’s  old¬ 
est  mine  and  naturally  is  its  largest  producer  at 
the  present  time.  The  coal  here  is  reached  by 
.a  shaft  forty-two  feet  deep. 

No.  7  mine  next  was  opened  by  a  slope  entry 
into  the  coal  at  a  point  about  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  No.  5  mine.  At  about  an  equal  dis¬ 
tance  in  the  opposite  direction  from  No.  5  are 
Nos.  9,  10  and  11,  opened  in  the  order  of  their 
numbers.  Mines  10  and  11  are  respectively  drift 
and  slope  openings  on  opposite  sides  of  a  val¬ 
ley  between  the  hills,  and  naturally  the  product 
is  brought  out  to  one  dump.  Fig.  7  shows  the 
drift  mouth  of  No.  10  mine,  in  the  distance,  at 
the  left ;  also  the  dump  and  the  tracks  leading  to 
No.  11  mine. 


Fig.  1— Power  Plant  and  Top  Works,  No.  5  Mine. 


moth  Vein  Coal  Co.’s  town  of  Everts,  a  view  of 
a  portion  of  which  appears  in  Fig.  3.  The  loca¬ 
tion  and  arrangement  of  the  town,  and  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  company’s  stores  and  houses  give  an 


the  devices  for  box  car  loading  are  made  in  Iowa. 
At  No.  5  mine  is  installed  a  Christy  box  car 
loader,  made  by  the  Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co., 
of  Des  kloines,  Iowa.  This  machine  is  placed 
in  the  little  house  immediately  at  the  left  of  the 
tipple,  as  seen  in  Fig.  1. 

The  main  power  plant  is  at  No.  5  mine.  At 
No.  7  is  an  independent  steam  power  plant  for 
operating  the  old  rope  haul,  the  ventilating  fan, 
etc.  Mines  9  and  10  require  no  power  at  all, 
furnaces  being  used  for  ventilation.  The  hoist 
and  fan  at  No.  5  are  driven  bv  steam,  but  haulage 
and  lighting  at  Nos.  5  and  11,  as  also  the  fan 
driving  at  No.  11,  are  done  by  electricity  gen¬ 
erated  in  the  main  power  plant  at  No.  5. 

A  view  of  the  generating  unit  is  presented  in 
big.  2.  This  is  a  200-kw.  6-pole  Goo<iman  mining 


ranking  as  one  of  the  liest  grades  mined  in  the 
state  of  Iowa.  'I'lie  great  variation  in  thickness 
of  the  vein  occurs  abruptly  and  unexpectedly,  not 
only  among  the  several  mines,  but  also '  from 
place  to  place  in  the  individual  mines. 


Other  roads,  including  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul,  take  some  of  the  coal,  in  addition 
to  which  some  sales  are  made  for  commercial  and 
domestic  use. 

All  coal  is  mined  by  hand  and  shipped  with¬ 


Fig.  4 — Locomotive  and  Trip  of  Emp¬ 
ties  at  No.  11  Mine  Opening. 

:  enerator,  directly  connected  to  an  engine  of 
which  the  cylinder  is  twenty  inches  in  diameter, 
the  stroke  is  twenty-two  inches,  and  the  speed  is 
ISO  revolutions  per  minute. 

Current  is  generated,  distributed  and  used 
at  250  volts,  and  is  controlled  by  a  completely 
equipped  Goodman  switchboard.  This  board  is 
of  blue  Vermont  marble,  in  three  panels.  Only 
two  panels  are  now  in  use,  one  being  a  generator 
panel  and  the  other  a  distributing  paneT  for  the 
haulage  and  lighting  at  No.  5  mine  and  for  the 
transmission  line  to  No.  11  mine.  The  third 
panel  is  for  future  use,  when  No.  7  mine  shall 
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have  outgrown  the  capacity  and  usefulness  of  the 
old  rope  haul  still  in  operation  there. 

The  direct  distance  from  No.  5  mine  to  No.  11 
is  about  seven  thousand  feet.  Fig.  5  shows  the 
transmission  line  for  carrying  power  across  this 
distance.  The  conductor  is  an  aluminum  cable, 
one  and  one-fourth  inches  in  diameter,  well  sup¬ 
ported  on  double  poles  at  suitable  intervals.  Tne 
cable  is  made  of  ample  size,  so  as  to  supply  the 
greatest  possible  overload  demands  for  power, 
present  or  future,  at  mines  Nos.  9,  10  and  11, 
without  serious  transmission  losses. 

The  Haulage  System  in  Use. 

Haulage  of  coal  to  the  shaft  bottom  from  both 
sides  in  mine  No.  5  and  from  the  mine  to  the 
dump  at  No.  11  is  made  by  installations  of  the 
Goodman  electric  rack  rail  haulage  system.  In  both 
cases  the  third  rail  acts  in  the  double  capacity 
of  a  haulage  rack  and  a  conductor  for  the  power 
current.  The  track  gauge  in  both  mines  is 
thirty-six  inches,  using  rails  of  twelve  to  forty 
pounds  section,  according  to  the  conditions.  Pit 
cars  weigh  about  thirteen  hundred  pounds  and 
carry  about  twenty-two  hundred  pounds  of  coal, 
making  a  gross  weight  of  thirty-five  hundred 
pounds  per  car. 

In  No.  5  mine  are  two  B  type  80-horsepower 


sequently  are  hilly.  On  the  north  side  of  the 
mine  light  grades  are  encountered  in  all  direc¬ 
tions,  reaching  a  maximum  in  a  few  hundred 


possibilities  of  traction  operation,  it  is  never¬ 
theless  true  that  traction  haulage  would  be  un¬ 
economical  and  impracticable  here,  unless  road¬ 


Fig.  5— 1^-in.  Aluminum  Cable  Carrying  Power  Current  to  No.  11  Mine. 


feet  of  six  per  cent  grade  against  the  loads. 
On  the  south,  grades  only  as  high  as  three  per 


6— Outline  Map  Showing  Rack  Rail  Trackage  in  Mine  No.  5. 


Goodman  rack  rail  locomotives,  one  operating 
on  each  side  of  the  bottom,  to  north  and  south. 
The  length  of  rack  rail  in  use  aggregates  consid- 


cent  are  encountered,  both  with  and  against  the 
loads.  Mules  are  used  in  gathering  trips  to  part¬ 
ings  at  rack  rail  terminals,  for  haulage  thence  to 


ways  were  graded  by  brushing  and  filling  in  at 
the  dips  and  taking  up  bottom  on  the  hills.  This 
can  be  done  only  at  very  great  expense  and  is  ren¬ 
dered  unnecessary  by  the  ability  of  the  Good¬ 
man  rack  rail  haulage  system  to  operate  with  great 
facility  and  high  economy  over  the  grades  as  they 
occur.  With  the  roadways  in  this  mine,  for  in¬ 
stance,  graded  to  within  the  practicability  of  trac¬ 
tion  haulage,  the  length  of  trip  which  could  be 
handled  would  still  be  comparatively  small,  even 
though  a  heavy  locomotive  were  employed  and 
correspondingly  heavy  sections  used  in  the  track 

rails.  . 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  possibdities  of  the 
Goodman  rack  rail  locomotives  in  No.  5  mine 
have  never  really  been  tested.  The  question  as 
to  how  many  cars  of  thirty-five  hundred  pounds 
gross  weight  are  hauled  by  one  of  these  locomo¬ 
tives  is  met  by  the  answer  that  they  haul  “any¬ 
thing  they  get  a  hold  of.”  Further  questioning 
brings  out  the  information  that  twenty  cars  are 
commonly  handled,  that  thirty  are  sometimes  se¬ 
cured,  and  that  forty  or  more  would  surely  be 
within  the  capacity  of  the  locomotive. 

Considering  the  average  grade  as  being  about 
four  per  cent  and  the  total  weight  of  a  thirty-car 
trip  as  being  over  fifty-two  tons,  the  performance 
of  one  of  these  eighty-horsepower  Goodman  rack 
rail  locomotives  seems  quite  remarkable.  The 


Fig.  7 — The  Dump 

erably  more  than  one  mile,  or  approximately  six 
thousand  feet. 

The  coal  lies  quite  unevenly,  and  roadways  con- 


at  Nos.  10  and  11  Mines— Rack  Rail  Locomotive  Out 

the  bottom  by  the  Goodman  locomotives. 

While  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  haulage 
conditions  in  No.  a  mine  arc  totally  beyond  the 


with  Trip  of  Loads. 

explanation  is  simple,  however,  and  readily  un¬ 
derstood  when  we  realize  how  essentially  differ¬ 
ent  is  the  operation  of  a  Goodman  rack  rail  loco- 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  rAi;°usT4 


motive  from  that  of  a  traction  motor.  'I  iie  trac¬ 
tion  locomotive  will  hlip  its  wlieels  wlien  the 
(Ir.awhar  pull  required  to  start  or  move  tlie  load 
exceeds  a  cert.'iin  |)ercentage  of  the  weiqht  of  the 
locomotive  itself. 

'I'he  Goodman  rack  rail  locomr>ti\e.  on  the  con- 
tr;iry,  is  ahsolntely  positi\e  in  its  movement  and 
does  not  depend  at  all  iqjon  weight  for  pulling 
elfort,  and  the  load  it  c:m  dr;iw  over  any  given 


as  many  p(nmds  at  a  speed  of  one-half  as  many 
feet  per  minute. 

i'ig.  8  shows  one  of  the  Goodman  rack  rail 
locomotives  in  Xo.  1 1  mine,  and  in  hig.  a  loco¬ 
motive  is  shown  bringing  a  trip  of  loads  to  the 
liottom. 

Haulage  at  No.  11  Mine. 

.'\t  No.  It  mine  the  main  entry  is  on  a  sloije, 


the  locomotive  and  trip  of  empties  around  the  hill 
at  the  mine  opening.  Above  and  in  the  distance 
api)ears  the  fan  house,  the  fan  being  driven  by 
an  electric  motor  deriving  its  power,  as  do  the 
haulage  and  lighting  systems,  from  the  power 
house  at  No.  .O  mine. 

I-'ig.  8  is  a  view  inside  mine  No  1],  showing 
the  eighty-horsepower  Goodman  rack  rail  loco¬ 
motive  on  the  sixteen  per  cent  grade  in  main 


Fig.  8 — Goodman  80-h.  p.  Rack  Rail  Locomotive  Pulling  25-ton  Trip  Up  16  Per  Cent  Grade — No.  11  Mine. 


track,  level  or  on  grade,  varies  approximately  in 
inverse  ratio  with  the  speed.  I'hat  is,  every 
Goodman  rack  rail  locomotive  is  capable  of  ex¬ 


erting  its  full  i)ower  in  pulling  effort,  and  if,  on 
a  given  track,  it  can  pull  twenty  cars  at  six 
miles  [ler  hour,  it  can  pull  ai)pro.ximatelv  fortv 
cars  at  three  miles  per  hour.  With  the'  Good’- 
man  rack  rail  locomotive,  therefore,  the  perform¬ 
ance  is  strictly  a  matter  of  horsepower — of  foot 
pounds  per  minute — and  if  it  can  exert  a  constant 
pull  of  a  certain  number  of  pounds  at  any  partic¬ 
ular  speed  in  feet  per  minute,  it  can  pull  twice 


the  worst  of  which  is  a  grade  of  sixteen  per 
cent  for  about  450  feet  in  length.  Fig.  6  shows  an 
outline  map  of  a  portion  of  No.  11  mine,  indicat¬ 


ing  hy  solid  black  entries  the  system  of  rack  rail 
trackage  up  to  the  present  time.  'I'rips  are  gath¬ 
ered  hy  nudes  to  partings  in  main  entry  and  first 
south  cross-entry.  These  trips  are  picked  up 
alternately  at  these  points  and  arc  hauled  out, 
U|)  the  slope  and  around  the  hill  outdoors  to  the 
dump.  I'ig.  7  shows  a  twelve-car  trip  of  loads 
aiiiiroaching  the  dump.  Below,  at  the  right,  is 
the  empty  trip  ready  to  go  hack.  Fig.  4  shows 


entry,  with  a  trip  of  loads  going  out.  The  trips 
hauled  up  this  grade  vary  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
cars  each,  averaging  about  fourteen.  Trips  of 
twenty  and  twenty-one  cars  have  been  hauled 
out  without  difficulty,  but  it  is  not  considered 
well  regularly  to  impose  upon  the  locomotive  to 
this  extent. 

This  is  a  new  mine  and  consequently  it  is  not 
long  since  mechanical  haulage  has  been  required. 
The  rack  rail  system  was  installed  in  the  fall 
of  1!)05,  and  there  is  in  use  thus  far  only  the 
one  eighty-horsepower  B  locomotive  shown  in 
the  illustrations.  Figs.  4,  7  and  8. 

In  total  len  th  the  rack  rail  trackage  now  ag¬ 
gregates  twenty-tw'o  hundred  feet.  It  has  been 
laid  with  great  care,  especially  on  the  slope  in¬ 
side  the  mine,  wdiere  the  fastening  must  neces¬ 
sarily  be  ver_v  secure.  This  necessary  security 
has  been  provided  in  simple  and  effective  manner 
l)y  anchoring  the  track  at  intervals  of  seventy- 
five  or  one  hundred  feet  to  cross  timbers  im¬ 
bedded  beneath  the  track  and  with  ends  set 
firmly  into  the  rib  at  either  side.  With  this  care¬ 
ful  laying  of  the  rack  rail,  there  never  has  been 
the  least  sign  of  distress  or  movement,  nor  is 
there  any  reason  to  fear  that  there  shall  be  any. 

Here  at  No.  11  mine,  therefore,  the  Goodman 
rack  rail  system  is  to  be  found  in  haulage  service 
which  certainly  can  be  characterized  as  extreme. 
In  fact,  a  few  years  ago  it  would  have  been  con¬ 
sidered  totally  beyond  the  range  of  possibility  in 
locomotive  haulage.  The  installation,  conse¬ 
quently,  is  of  particular  interest,  as  showing  what 
can  be  done  by  the  Goodman  rack  rail  system 
under  circumstances  which  in  the  past  \vouId 
have  seemed  to  require  the  use  of  a  rope  haul. 
The  rope  haul,  therefore,  need  no  longer  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  necessary  nuisance  which  must  be 
installed  wherever  heavy  grades  are  encountered. 
Nuisance  it  may  still  be,  but  necessary  it  cer¬ 
tainly  is  not.  The  Goodman  rack  rail  system 
solves  the  problem  of  haulage  on  grades  in  nearly 
all  cases,  and  is  being  installed  \ery  extensively 
in  new  mines  where  the  rope  haul  otherwise 
would  be  required  and  in  old  mines  where  the 
limitations  of  the  rope  haul  have  imposed  in¬ 
sufferable  conditions. 


Fig.  9 — Rack  Rail  Locomotive  in  No.  5  Mine. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  August  2. 

While  the  anthracite  coal  trade  is  quiet  in 
a  general  way,  there  Tias  been  a  very  consid¬ 
erable  movement  of  tonnage  during  the  month 
just  closed.  Both  in  the  production  and  in  the 
sales  made,  it  exceeded  the  figures  of  July,  1905. 
During  the  closing  days  of  the  month  there 
were  the  usual  number  of  orders  received  by 
shippers  for  additional  cargoes  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  discount,  by  securing  shipment  be¬ 
fore  the  expiration  of  the  month,  and  the  ag¬ 
gregate  amount  was  sufficient  to  absorb 
promptly  all  the  coal  arriving  at  the  loading 
ports  on  those  days. 

With  the  entering  of  the  current  month,  the 
circular  price  discount  is  only  ten  cents,  being 
the  minimum,  and  last  of  the  season.  It  is 
thought  that  trade  east  of  the  mines  will  be 
generally  quiet,  unless  the  end  of  the  month 
develops  an  increased  demand.  The  trade  west 
of  the  mines,  however,  is  reported  as  active, 
especially  for  shipments  to  be  made  in  box¬ 
cars,  and  a  greater  amount  of  coal  than  usual 
is  being  sent  to  that  territory.  The  demand 
for  lake  ports  is  large,  as  fewer  stocks  have 
been  sent  to  them  up  to  this  time,  owing  to 
the  heavy  requirements  at  other  localities.  This 
should  cause  an  increased  movement  of  coal 
via  the  lakes  during  August. 

Shipments  Westward  from  Mines. 

The  all-rail  delivery  in  box-cars  via  Buffalo 
during  the  past  month  ha.s  exceeded  that  of  the 
same  period  last  year  by  a  very  considerable 
amount,  while  the  requirements  of  this  terri¬ 
tory  are  not  yet  nearly  filled.  The  reason  of 
this  larger  demand  on  this  class  of  trade  is 
thought  to  be  due  to  the  fact  that  consumers 
in  the  west,  not  being  so  dependent  on  anthra¬ 
cite  coal,  because  of  having  always  at  hand  an 
abundant  supply  of  the  bituminous  varieties, 
did  not  stock  up  early  in  the  year,  as  was  the 
case  in  the  east,  and  in  consequence  were  in 
need  of  a  large  amount  of  coal.  While  much 
of  this  was  ordered  at  the  full  discount  prices, 
the  demand  from  other  sources,  combined  with 
a  shortage  of  box-cars,  and  the  difficulty  ex¬ 
perienced  in  loading  them  through  a  shortage 
of  labor  at  that  time,  delayed  shipments.  A 
feature  that  may  later  become  effective  in  the 
transportation  of  coal  is  a  possible  shortage  of 
cars,  with  traffic  increasing  for  western  busi¬ 
ness.  Trade  generally  being  more  active,  thus 


increasing  the  demand  for  a  large  supply  of 
cars  in  other  lines,  the  number  available  for 
coal  will  be  made  just  so  much  less. 

Trade  coastwise  at  eastern  points  is  quiet, 
and  but  few  orders  have  been  received  since 
the  first  of  the  month.  This  was  expected  by 
shippers,  as  stocks  are  fairly  well  rounded  up, 
so  that  active  movement  will  be  delayed  tem¬ 
porarily  until  distribution  makes  the  way  clcar 
for  taking  on  more  coal. 

■  New  York  harbor  is  inclined  to  be  quiet, 
though  the  tonnage  going  over  the  piers  is  fully 
up  to  normal,  while  the  July  shipments  were  in 
advance  of  the  same  month  last  year.  There 
is  a  regular  demand  for  all-rail  delivery,  and 
while  reduced  from  what  it  has  been,  is  still  a 
factor  in  taking  on  coal. 

Bituminous  Trade  Quiet,  But  Promising. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  tpde 
still  remains  quiet,  though  there  are  some  signs 
of  improvement  here  and  there.  Producers  re¬ 
port  inquiry  from  individual  points  wanting 
more  or  less  coal,  indicating  that  stocks  arc  be¬ 
coming  depleted  and  not  as  full  as  they  have 
been.  The  tonnage  so  far  does  not  amount  to 
much  in  the  increase,  except  as  it  augurs  for 
better  things. 

There  are  also  reports  of  a  shortage  of  cars 
on  some  railroads  and  to  certain  localities.  This 
is  said  to  result  from  the  large  demand  in  the 
west  and  is  an  omen  of  increased  business  later 
on.  Indeed,  with  the  shortage  of  cars  apiiear- 
ing  at  this  early  date,  to  the  extent  that  it  is 
now  doing,  it  behooves  consumers  to  take  this 
into  consideration  in  placing  orders,  as  it  is 
indicative  of  greater  difficulties  to  come  in  the 
fall,  when  the  demand  is  increased  and  the  call 
for  cars  is  very  much  greater. 

Another  feature  of  importance  to  the  trade  is 
the  great  scarcity  of  labor.  This  not  only  in 
outside  lines,  but  in  all  the  coal  mining  fields. 
We  hear  from  many  sources  in  the  coal  regions 
of  the  shortage  of  men,  and  cmnplaints  of 
the  difficulty  in  procuring  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber.  The  number  of  laborers  available  is  not 
equal  to  the  demand  created  by  the  enormous 
business  that  the  country  has  developed.  Tins 
has  an  immediate  and  intimate  bearing  upon 
the  production  of  coal,  which  should  be  taken 
into  account  by  consumers,  well  in  advance  of 
the  time  when  the  fall  activity  sets  in,  espe¬ 
cially  if  they  desire  to  get  in  a  winter's  supply 
in  aaaition  to  their  daily  consumption.  It  may 


seem  early  in  the  season  to  foreshadow  later 
difficulties,  yet  it  is  of  importance  to  the  trade 
to  know  what  the  possible  conditions  are  likely 
to  be. 

Free  Shipment  to  Shoal  Water  Ports. 

The  shoal  water  ports  are  taking  shipments 
(pute  freely,  but  orders  from  the  deep  water 
ports,  where  the  larger  consumers  take  their 
coal,  have  slackened  off  considerably  during 
the  last  month  or  six  weeks.  This  trade,  how¬ 
ever,  should  not  neglect  to  stock  in  time,  as 
with  the  shortage  of  labor  they  are  likely  to  be 
the  most  seriously  affected  in  the  tall  activity. 

Some  consumers  have  put  in  boats,  expecting 
immediate  loading,  but  have  been  disappointed, 
even  at  this  period,  from  various  causes,  and 
were  delayed  for  some  time  in  getting  their 
requirements.  This  is  not  the  rule,  but  is  one 
of  the  things  that  happens  when  people  are  in 
a  hurry  to  get  coal,  and  should  be  borne  in 
mind  along  with  the  other  suggestions. 

The  coastwise  vessel  owners  are  also  look¬ 
ing  for  higher  rates,  the  present  quotations  be¬ 
ing  very  low.  They  expect  to  recover  any 
losses  by  material  advances  this  fall.  This  ex¬ 
pense  has  to  be  met  by  the  consumer  with  in¬ 
creased  interest  charges,  providing  he  delays 
in  putting  in  a  supply  of  coal  for  winter  use. 

Shipments  Light  to  the  Far  East. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  quiet,  but  with  an 
occasional  awakening  to  place  an  order  for  a 
cargo,  where  heretofore  the  wholesaler  met 
with  absolute  refusal.  Stocks  are  reported 
large,  yet  they  must  be  depleted  considpably 
by  the  large  uses  that  have  been  continuing 
steadily  this  summer.  We  hear  of  several 
charters  having  been  made  for  .-Vugust  and  Sep¬ 
tember,  by  coastwise  vessels,  on  outside 
freights,  in  order  to  carry  them  over  into  the 
more  active  months. 

The  sound  business  is  quiet.  New  York 
harbor  is  taking  little  coal,  though  the  price  is 
well  maintained.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  mar¬ 
ket  vessels  are  in  fairly  good  supply,  though 
freights  are  somewhat  stronger.  Philadelphia 
quotes,  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  f)0@ 
f)5c:  the  sound,  5()ffi;55c:  Lynn,  Newburyport 
and  Bath,  80(f?85c;  Portsmouth,  (■)5@70c;  Saco 
and  Gardiner, "9()c  and  towages;  Bangor,  75(a: 
8()c. 


Market  If ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  2. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Peace  and  harmony  appear  to  have 
settled  over  the  bituminous  section  known  as  the 
Allegheny  Valley  district,  and  the_  operators  are 
congratulating  themselves  that  their  troubles  are 
ended  so  far  as  mine  employment  is  concerned 
for  the  year  to  come.  It  is  now  claimed  by  the 
Allegheny  operators  that  there  are  plenty  of 
miners  availab'e,  the  four  months  period  of  prac¬ 
tical  idleness  having  proven  a  more  serious  mat¬ 
ter  for  the  men  than  they  have  been  willing  to 
concede.  At  the  same  time  the  demand  for  the 
mine  product  is  strong,  the  limited  output  of  the 
past  months  having  given  an  opportunity  to  clean 
up  surplus  stocks  to  a  good  degree.  'I'here  is  a 
general  feeling  that  the  balance  of  the  season 
will  be  more  than  usually  satisfactory,  and  an 
air  of  confidence  has  taken  the  place  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty  which  has  had  a  tendency  to 
lengthen  the  faces  of  the  producers,  though  there 
has  been  constant  whistling  to  keep  up  their 
courage. 

At  the  joint  conference  held  at  East  Brady  on 
July  twenty-fifth  the  following  wage  agreement 
was  signed  by  miners  and  operators,  to  be  in 
force  until  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  1907  : 

Pick  mining  rate  . 59  cents  per  ton 

Machine  loading  rate  . .'13^2  cents  per  ton 

Machine  cutting  rate  for  puncher  ma¬ 
chines  . 13^2  cents  per  ton 


Roadmen  . 20  cents  per  hour 

Assistant  roadmen  . 2014  cents  perhour 

Pipe  men  . 2()k^  cents  per  hour 

Trappers  . 12  cents  per  hour 

Drivers  . 20  cents  per  hour 

Dumpers  . 20  cents  per  hour 

Trimmers  .  . .  . '. . 22 pf  cents  per  hour 

Assistant  trimmers  . 18^2  cents  per  hour 

Blacksmiths  . 30  cents  perhour 

Tool  sharpeners  . 20^2  cents  per  hour 

Firemen  . 25 cents  per  hour 

Checkers  . 2014  cents  per  hour 

Turning  rooms  . 1.50 

Cut  through  between  entries.  .25  cents  per  yard 

Entry,  narrow . $1.50  to  $2.00  per  yard 

Entry  gob  . 1.00  per  yard 

Nothing  to  be  paid  for  room  turning  where  no 
roof  nor  bottom  is  taken. 

First :  All  other  day  wages  and  monthly  men, 
both  inside  and  outside  the  mines,  shall  be  ad¬ 
vanced  5.85  per  cent  above  the  rates  paid  during 
the  scale  year  ending  March  thirty-first,  1 !)()(), 
excepting  all  mechanics  and  skilled  labor,  who 
are  to  be  paid  such  prices  as  shall  be  mutually 
agreed  upon  between  the  undersigned  and  the 
mechanics  employed. 

Second:  Eight  hours  of  actual  work  at  place 
of  work  shall  constitute  a  day’s  work  for  all 
labor  inside  the  mines,  except  pump  men  and 
monthly  men,  who  shall  work  the  number  of 


hours  required.  It  is  understood  and  agreed, 
however,  that  the  trip  riders,  motormen,  driver'^ 
and  cagers  shall  work  the  extra  time  required  to 
clean  up  and  deliver  outside  all  coal  gathered 
from  working  places  to  the  side  tracks  within  the 
eight  hours  of  actual  work,  and  shall  be  paid 
for  such  extra  time  worked  at  the  rates  per  hour 
herein  agreed  upon.  .‘Ml  outside  labor  to  work 
the  number  of  hours  required  and  to  he  paid  as 
per  rates  specified.  No  Saturday  half  holidays 
allowed  under  this  agreement. 

Third:  There  is  to  be  no  change  in  working 
conditions  and  customs  under  this  scale  from 
such  conditions  and  customs  as  have  applied  at 
this  mine  and  have  been  in  practice  thereat  dur¬ 
ing  the  scale  year  ending  March  thirty-first,  190(). 
e.xcent  as  modified  herein. 

h'ourth':  .Vny  regularly  employed  miner  may. 
at  his  option,  authorize  deductions  of  coal  mined, 
for  use  of  a  checkweighman's  fund,  such  amount 
of  coal  as  he  may  elect  to  subscribe,  provided 
such  authority  is  duly  executed  in  writing  by 
each  individual  miner,  and  such  authorization  re¬ 
leases  the  company  from  all  liability  on  account 
thereof.  There  shall  be  no  collection  from  day 
labor  by  the  companies,  from  day  labor  working 
in  mines  or  outside.  1  he  collection  of  coal  for 
checkweighman's  fund  shall  be  collected  from 
sheets  on  tipple. 

Fifth:  The  right  to  hire  and  discharge,  the 

management  of  the  mine,  and  the  direction  of 
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the  workiiifi;  force  are  vested  exclusively  in  the 
oi)erator,  and  the  U.  M.  W,  of  A.  shall  not 
ahri(Igc  that  right.  It  is  not  ihe  intention  of  this 
provision  to  encourage  the  discharge  of  employes, 
or  the  refusal  of  employment  to  aj)i)licants  be¬ 
cause  ()f  personal  prejudice  or  activity  in  matters 
affecting  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A,  'I'he  acceptance  of 
this  agreement  shall  in  no  way  interfere  with 
|)resent  employes. 

Sixth :  Should  differences  arise  tinder  this 

agreement  between  the  employers  and  employes, 
there  shall  he  no  suspension  of  work  on  account 
thereof,  hut  an  earnest  effort  to  settle  such  dif¬ 
ferences  shall  be  made,  lirst,  through  the  local 
management  at  the  mine  and  the  mine  committee, 
and  failing  in  this,  the  matter  shall,  second,  be 
presented  to  the  general  manager  or  owner  and 
the  district  officers  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  and  if  settlement  is  not  reached  with 
said  general  manager  or  owner  and  district 
officers  the  (|ue.slion  shall  then,  third,  be  referred 
to  a  pernianent  board  of  arbitrators,  consisting 
of  two  miners  or  their  representatives,  and  two 
operators  or  their  representatives;  they  jointly 
failing  to  agree,  shall  appoint  an  umpire,  who 
shall  be  neither  a  miner  nor  an  ojicrator,  hut 
whose  decision  shall  be  final  in  the  interpretation 
of  the  (luestion  at  issue.” 


Market  Conditions  at  Buffalo. 

I  here  is  a  good  demand  for  coke  and  prices 
continue  strong.  It  was  observed  yesterday  b\’ 
a  prominent  dealer  that  never  in  the  history  of 
the  trade,  to  his  knowledge,  had  there  been  such 
a  steady  demand  or  more  stable  prices.  Coiinells- 
ville  foundry  coke  is  cpioted  at  f.  o.  b.  Buf¬ 
falo. 

11.  C.  Burket,  general  manager  of  the  Acme 
and  Avondale  Mining  Co.,  of  Greenshurg,  Pa., 
was  in  the  city  this  week,  and  spoke  very  en¬ 
couragingly  to  The  Black  Diamond  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  general  outlook  in  the  bituminous 
field.  He'  is  confident  that  there  will  be  no  more 
serious  trouble  met  in  operating  the  mines. 

The  new  monthly  price  circular  sent  out  by 
.  the  anthracite  dealers  on  Wednesday  offers  no 
encouragement  to  buyers,  for  the  discount 
amounts  to  only  ten  cents  a  ton.  It  is  not  likely 
that  it  will  cause  any  perceptible  change  in  the 
activity  of  the  market,  which  is  still  in  the  hot 
weather  stage  and  promises  so  to  remain  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  month.  Prices  as  set 
forth  in  the  circular  are  as  follows: 

On  cars  at  Buffalo  or  bridges,  gross  ton : 
Selected  lump,  $5.25;  egg,  $5.50;  stove,  $5.50; 
chestnut,  $5.50.  Twenty-five  cents  higher  f.  o.  b. 
vessels  at  Buffalo.  Retail  trade,  to  dealers  de¬ 
livered  on  wagons  at  trestles:  Grate,  $5;  egg, 
stove  and  nut,  $5.25;  pea,  $3.25.  These  prices 
subject  to  the  month’s  discount  of  ten  cents  a 
ton  on  all  except  pea,  which  is  net. 

Receipts  of  anthracite  from  the  mines  is  about 
equal  to  the  demand,  and  lake  tonnage  is  also 
equally  distributed  between  demand  and  supply. 
Yestei(la.y  local  papers  reported  an  advance  in 
rates  for  hull  charters,  but  except  that  perhaps 
in  a  single  instance  a  slight  advance  may  have 
been  made  for  a  hurry  cargo  order,  there  has 
been  no  change,  prices  remaining  at  forty  and 
thirty  cents  to  Michigan  and  upper  lakes  re¬ 
spectively,  as  previously  quoted.  Line  order 
Inisiness  is  very  slack,  even  the  Canadian  trade 
apparently  feeling«  the  effect  of  the  summer 
siesta. 

'J'here  has  been  a  perceptible  improvement  in 
the  amount  of  lake  shipments  during  the  past 
week,  and  also  an  advance  in  the  amount  for" 
warded  by  the  water  route  during  July  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  months  of  the  shipiiino' 
season.  For  the  last  seven  days  the  total  was 
83,150  tons,  distributed  as  follows:  Superior 
14,500;  Hancock,  1,500;  Chicago,  11,500-  Alil- 
waukee,  3,000;  Duluth,  18,200;  Escanaba,  3,200; 
Waukegan,  4,080;  Racine  1,000;  Sheboygan 
2,500;  Windsor,  500;  Muskegon,  900;  Manitou' 
2,350  tons.  Total  shipments  by  lake  for  the  sea¬ 
son  up  to  August  first,  reached  953,328  tons, 
divided  by  months  as  follows :  March  200  ■ 
April,  322,751;  May.  51,775;  June,  256,550;  July’ 
330,026  tons. 
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I UE  Black  Diamond  is  the  most  welcon 
trade  journal  that  reaches  our  office,  and  w 
look  forward  to  its  issue  with  considerable  ii 
terest  every  week.— W.  M.  Whitmore,  Dayto 
Ohio. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

I'AL'riMOKE,  Md.,  August  2. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'Ihe  market  has  been  practically  at 
a  standstill,  as  far  as  any  changes  are  concerned, 
for  the  past  week  or  ten  days.  It  was  hardly 
hoped  that  there  would  be  any  strengthening  of 
what  has  been  a  weak  bituminous  market  for 
some  time  jiast,  nor  was  there  any  expectation 
that  there  would  be  any  change  in  the  anthracite 
situation,  which  except  for  the  monthly  advances 
of  ten  cents  on  the  ton  by  the  retailer  until  the 
mitldle  of  September,  when  the  full  winter 
schedule  will  liave  been  reached,  is  but  little 
■'iffected  here  by  any  save  very  drastic  events. 

During  the  week  bituminous  ranged  at  any¬ 
where  from  eighty  cents  at  the  mines  for  the 
lowest  grades  to  $1.50  for  the  best  kinds  of  that 
fuel.  While  the  market  did  not  show  any  par¬ 
ticular  strength,  still  it  was  not  off  any  further 
and  that  gave  satisfaction.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
bottom  has  liecn  reached  for  this  summer,  and 
that  from  now  on,  as  the  fall  approaches,  there 
will  be  a  gradual  return  of  strength.  Almost 
every  one,  even  the  consumer,  is  willing  to  admit 
that  the  market  at  present  is  too  low.  Coal  at 
present  prices  is  practically  coal  without  profit 
to  the  producing  interests,  who  have  to  rely  on 
contract  business  and  winter  prices  to  make  a 
showing. 

A  feature  of  the  local  situation,  besides  the 
constantly  growitig  volume  of  business  being 
done  over  tbe  piers  both  for  tidewater  move¬ 
ment  and  for  export,  is  the  growth  of  the  bunker 
coal  trade.  '1  he  increasing  bunker  consumption 
would  seem  to  indicate  a  growing  importance 
of  the  port.  Speaking  of  the  export  business, 
the  growth  of  the  Mexican  trade  is  attracting 
some  attention.  The  greater  part  of  it  goes  to 
Vera  Cruz,  and  in  these-  shipments  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.  is  playing  a  star  role. 

Some  little  interest  is  being  taken  here  in  the 
reports  from  Virginia  of  suspension  of  work  on 
the  new  Tidewater  railroad,  which  was  intended 
to  practically  parallel  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
from  the  coal  fields  to  the  sea.  Whether  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  is  endeavoring  to  stop  the 
construction  of  this  road  is  of  course  not  known 
here,  although  this  report  is  current  at  Nor¬ 
folk,  but  whatever  may  be  the  motive  behind 
the  suspension  of  construction  work,  if  it  is 
permanent  it  is  likely  to  have  some  effect  on 
the  local  situation.  Coal  men  here  figure  that 
the  more  Newport  News  and  surrounding  terri¬ 
tory  grows  in  importance  as  a  coal  shipping 
point  the  less  coal  may  be  shipped  from  Balti¬ 
more  in  the  future,  although  it  must  be  con¬ 
fessed  that  increasing  shipments  from  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  port  so  far  have  apparently  had  no  effect 
on  the  constantly  growing  business  of  this  port. 

Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
Branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  July  fourteenth  amounted  to 
15,999  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
3,149,498  tons,  as  compared  with  4,662,964  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease 
of  1,513,466  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
204  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  38,992  tons, 
as  compared  with  53,571  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year  of 
14,579  tons. 

West  Virginia  Coal. 

Ohio  and  West  Virginia  coal  men  are  discuss¬ 
ing  with  much  interest  the  annual  report  of  the 
coal  industry  of  West  Virginia  which  has  just 
been  issued  and  comment  principally  on  the 
fact  that  the  largest  increases  in  production  are 
shown  in  those  districts  which  come  into  direct 
competition  with  Ohio  coal.  West  Virginia’s 
output  last  year  was  31,503,020  tons,  an  increase 
of  4,518,314  tons  over  1904.  Of  this  increase 
practically  all  was  made  in  the  Kanawha  and  the 
Norfolk-  _  &  Western  districts,  which  compete 
with  Ohio  coal.  The  Kanawha  district  produced 
11,034,257  tons,  an  increase  of  1,740,480  tons,  and 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  produced  10,073,074  tons, 
an  increase  of  2,121,611  tons.  Ohio  last  year 
mined  25,834,657  tons  of  coal,  an  increase  over 
1904  of  1,250,842  tons. 


German  Coal  Trade  Nevus. 

It  is  not  alone  in  the  United  States  that  there 
is  a  shortage  in  the  labor  supply.  The  Dussel- 
dorf  correspondent  of  the  Iron  and  Coal  Trades 
Review  of  London,  reviewing  the  condition  of  the 
German  coal  market,  says:  “'Ihe  situation  in. the 
coal  trade  of  the  Ruhr  is  becoming  critical,  hav¬ 
ing  regard  to  the  large  demand  for  all  classes  of 
coal  and  tlie  impossibility  of  meeting  it.”  Dur¬ 
ing  January,  I'ebruary  and  March  tiiere  was  a 
large  decrease  in  the  output,  notwithstanding  this 
increasing  demand,  due,  according  to  the  coal 
operators,  to  a  reduced  output  on  the  part  of  the 
miners  and  to  the  scarcity  of  labor  by  reason  of 
the  migration  of  many  of  the  men  to  other  indus¬ 
tries,  including  iron  and  steel  work  and  building 
operations,  where  high  wages  are  now  being  of¬ 
fered.  'I'here  is  also  a  continued  shortage  of  cars, 
and  to  overcome  this  in  part  the  railroad  authori¬ 
ties  have  announced  that  they  would  suspend  the 
Sunday  rest  until  further  notice  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  what  we  in  this  country  would  call 
“breaking  the  car  blockade,”  but  which  the  cor¬ 
respondent  expresses  as  “facilitating  the  circula¬ 
tion  of  the  wagons,”  '1  he  two  leading  shipping 
companies  and  the  coal  syndicate,  in  order  to 
meet  these  conditions,  have  been  compelled  to 
order  130,000  tons  of  coal  from  Great  Britain. 

According  to  a  paper  by  Herr  Buchner  in  the 
Zeitschrift  of  the  Society  of  German  Engineers, 
a  new  fuel,  Kaumazit,  is  being  made  near  Dres¬ 
den  from  Bohemian  brown  coal.  The  coal  is 
kept  twenty-four  hours  in  coke  oven  retorts. 
The  finished  Kaumazit  is  removed  from  the  base 
of  the  retorts  every  three  hours  and  is  cooled. 
The  retort  procedure  first  evaporates  the  hygro¬ 
scopic  water  in  the  brown  coal  (twenty-five  and 
twenty-eight  per  cent),  and  then  causes  the  dis¬ 
tillation  of  the  heavy  hydrocarbons.  The  retorts 
are  worked  under  a  partial  vacuum.  The  gases 
obtained  from  the  retorts  are  cooled  and  scrubbed, 
and  the  purified  gases  are  used  part  to  heat  the 
retorts,  part  to  drive  gas  engines,  and  a  surplus 
remains  for  sale  to  the  various  industries  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  thermal  value  of  the  Kau¬ 
mazit  obtained  averages  6,749  kg. -cals.  It  con¬ 
tains  77.34  per  cent  carbon,  14.9  per  cent  ash,  and 

I. 47  per  cent  hydrogen,  with  4.20  per  cent  hygro¬ 
scopic  water.  It  is  graded  in  three  sizes,  and  is 
sold  as  fuel  for  suction  gas  producers  and  for 
boiler  firing,  while  the  finest  size  is  sold  for  the 
production  of  slow-burning  briquettes.  Analysis 
proves  Kaumazit  to  be  a  fuel  poor  in  gas  and 
high  in  fixed  carbon.  It  has  a  high  ignition  tem¬ 
perature.  Boiler  firing  with  this  fuel  therefore 
demands  closed  ashpits  and  blowers  under  the 
grate  to  obtain  the  best  results.  With  well  de¬ 
signed  grates  a  boiler  efficiency  of  72.2  per  cent 
has  been  obtained.  The  air  presure  is  so  regpi- 
lated  that  when  the  fire  doors  are  opened  there 
is  neither  air  indrawing  nor  fiame  emission,  a 
result  obtained  by  working  with  a  chimney 
draught  of  seven  mm.  of  water  and  a  blower  pres¬ 
sure  of  about  the  same  value.  In  the  trials  car¬ 
ried  out  with  this  fuel  the  excess  air  has  only 
averaged  nineteen  per  cent  above  that  required 
by  theory  for  complete  combustion  of  the  fuel. 
Kaumazit  is,  further,  a  smokeless  fuel,  and  the 
cost  in  Dresden  is  so  regulated  that  in  most  in¬ 
dustries  it  can  be  employed  so  as  to  yield  a  sav¬ 
ing  of  from  three  to  ten  per  cent  as  compared 
with  ordinary  coal. 

The  principal  producing  centers  of  coke  in 
Germany  are  on  the  Ruhr,  on  the  Sorre,  at  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  in  Silesia,  in  the  environs  of  Obern- 
kirchen.  and  near  Zwickau  in  Saxony.  The  basin 
of  the  Ruhr  produces,  according  to'  the  German 
statistics,  about  65.000,000  tons  of  coal  and  about 

II, 000,000  tons  of  coke  annually.  This  is  the 
firmest  of  the  German  cokes  and  tbe  most  valu¬ 
able  with  reference  to  its  chemical  constitution. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  statement  of 
the  coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east 
of  Pitt.'^burg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  July  21. 
with  comparisons,  follows: 

1906.  1906.  1905. 

Week  end.  Year  to  Year  to 
,  ,  .  .Tuly  21.  July  21.  Tulv  22. 

Anthracite  coal,  short  tons. .  102.140  2.337,72.'!  2,’599,060 

Bituminous  coal,  short  tons.. ">79,085  17,145.604  15,575,514 
Coke,  short  tons . 237,152  6,984,699  6,057,446 


Total 


918.377  26.468,026  24,232,020 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Commissioner  C.  P.  Neill  reports  that  the 
mine  workers  of  the  anthracite  region  are 
entitled  to  an  advance  in  wages  of  one  per  cent 
upon  the  June  earnings,  the  average  price 
of  coal  on  sizes  above  pea,  sold  in  New  York 
harbor,  being  $4.57. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  Charles 
Ferguson,  Philadelphia  coal  operator  and  mine 
owner,  who  died  on  July  tenth,  approximately 
a  million  dollars  is  left  for  humanity.  Ihe 
estate,  amounting  to  more  than  a  million  dol¬ 
lars,  will  eventually  go  to  the  Presbyterian  hos¬ 
pital  of  that  city,  and  the  American  and  New 
England  anti-vivisection  societies. 

W.  L.  Chalmers,  of  the  Maryland  Coal  Co., 
New  York,  left  on  Friday  of  this  week  for 
Lake  Ridean,  Ontario,  Canada,  to  visit  his 
parents  and  spend  a  fortnight  on  vacation. 
There  being  abundant  opportunity  in  that 
country  for  fishing  and  boating,  Mr.  Chalmers 
will  undoubtedly  take  advantage  of  it,  being  a 
greut  lover  of  out-of-door  sports. 

The  department  of  docks  and  ferries  of  New 
York  city  opened  bids  on  Friday  of  last  week 
for  furnishing  1^50  tons  of  anthracite  coal, 
chestnut  size,  and  twenty-five  tons  of  Cumbei- 
land  bituminous  coal  for  smithing  purposes,  to 
be  delivered  alongside  at  the  different  stations. 
The  bidders  were  G.  F.  Simram,  $5.89  and  $4.59, 
respectively,  and  \Vm.  barrell  &  Son,  $6.09  and 
$5.50. 

J.  A.  Williar,  of  No.  1  Broadway,  who  has 
been  the  agent  in  New  York  city  and  New 
Jersey  for  Spencer  anthracite  coal  during  the 
several  years  past,  has  just  been  appointed  New 
York  agent  for  Walnut  coal.  Mr.  Williar  has 
been  handling  a  large  proportion  of  this  prod¬ 
uct  for  the  past  two  years  and  has  made  it 
quite  popular  with  the  trade.  It  is  a  high  grade 
steam  coal,  mined  at  Spangler,  Cambria  county, 
Pennsylvania. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Railway  Co.  will  in  the  near  future  do  away 
with  all  its  wooden  coal  cars.  The  company  pro¬ 
poses  to  substitute  100,000-pound  capacity  steel 
cars  in  place  of  them.  Several  thousand  cars  of 
this  class  are  now  being  built,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  the  old  style  wooden  cars  will  be 
taken  off,  as  were  those  preceding  them,  the 
small  four  and  eight-wheel  cars  of  seven  and 
fifteen  tons,  respectively. 

C.  T.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  the  New  River 
Collieries  Co.,  of  New  York,  left  on  Saturday 
of  last  week  for  the  west,  to  make  an  inspec¬ 
tion  trip  of  the  more  modern  coal  handling 
plants  at  the  lake  ports.  He  expects  to  visit 
one  or  two  points  on  Lake  Erie,  as  well  as 
Chicago,  and  may  also  go  to  Lake  Superior 
ports.  Mr.  Witttenberg  is  accompanied  by  a 
party  and  will  be  away  about  a  week. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  will  put  in 
effect  on  August  first  a  new  schedule  of  the 
mine  products  on  which  will  be  based  the  sj^- 
tem  of  car  rating.  The  new  sheet  will  show  the 
initial  distribution  of  coal  cars  between  the 
eight  divisions  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  m 
the  bituminous  region,  which  are  as  follovvs; 
Tyrone,  Mountain,  Cambria  and  Clearfield, 
Pittsburg  east,  Pittsburg  west.  West  Penn,  Mo- 
nongahela  and  southwest  Pennsylvania. 

George  A.  Mcllroy,  general  manager  of  Par¬ 
rish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  New  York,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Mcllroy,  are  spending  their  summer 
vacation  at  Raquette  lake,  in  the  Adirondack 
mountains.  They  left  last  month  and  will  re¬ 
main  for  some  time,  at  least  over  the  warm 
spell.  As  Mr.  Mcllroy  suffered  from  a  serious 
illness  several  months  ago,  he  desires  to  avoid 
any  bad  effects  of  the  hot  climate  in  the  city, 
and  to  further  invigorate  his  health  generally. 

The  semi-annual  report  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  composed  of  subsidiary  concerns,  was 
issued  on  July  twenty-sixth.  The  production 
and  earnings  for  the  first  six  months  show  a 
large  increase  over  the  same  period  of  1905. 
The  report  shows  the  coal  production  as  8,889,- 
537  tons,  an  increase  of  2,257,102  tons,  and 


coke  214,658  tons,  an  increase  of  46,422  tons. 
The  gross  earnings  were  $2,384,422,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $908,689;  net  earnings,  $858,336.73,  an 
increase  of  $331,103.27. 

T.  D.  Nicholls,  president  of  District  No.  1, 
United  Mine  Workers’  union  in  the  anthracite 
field,  was  formally  notified  on  July  tveenty- 
fourth  of  his  nomination  for  representative  in 
Congress  on  the  Democratic  ticket  by  the  C9m- 
mittee  of  Lackawanna  county.  Pa.  Mr.  Nich- 
oUs  accepted  the  honor  and  said  he  would  outline 
his  ideas  on  the  subjects  he  considered  most  im¬ 
portant.  Mr.  Nicholls  has  always  been  a  Re¬ 
publican  and  declined  to  answer,  when  asked  if 
all  his  party  affiliations  in  the  past  had  not 
been  with  the  Republican  party. 

A  traffic  official  of  the  Reading  system  is 
reported  as  saying  in  connection  with  the  busi¬ 
ness  conditions  of  the  road  that  traffic  on  the 
Reading  railway  during  the  month  just  closed 
was  far  in  excess  of  previous  years.  The  iron 
and  steel  business  is  good  and  shipments  are 
above  the  average.  The  Reading  is  hauling  a 
considerable  amount  of  slack  coal  from  the 
West  Viriginia  fields  to  the  cement  industry 
along  its  lines  in  eastern  Pennsylvania.  A  large 
demand  is  also  being  made  upon  the  company 
for  box-cars  for  western  shipments  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal.  This  is  unusual  for  this  time  of  the 
year  and  shows  a  healthy  outlook  for  business 
in  the  western  states. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  withdrew  on  June 
twenty-fourth  two  of  its  representatives  from 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  railway.  The  letters  of  resignation  of  John 
B.  Thayer,  fourth  vice-president,  and  William 
H.  Barnes,  director  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail¬ 
road  Co.,  were  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  board  of  directors  held  in 
New  York  on  the  above  date.  They  were  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Henry  C.  Frick  and  L.  C.  Weir, 
president  of  the  American  Express  Co.  This 
action  was  taken,  it  has  been  leariied,  in  order 
to  disarm  any  criticism  in  its  relationship  with 
that  road,  though  the  change  in  the  board  will 
have  only  a  nominal  effect. 

Thomas  Hickey,  of  Wakefield,  a  coal  mer¬ 
chant  of  Boston,  Mass.,  was  held  up  on  Sat¬ 
urday  last  in  broad  daylight  at  his  office  at 
Charlestown  by  three  burglars,  who,  after  a 
desperate  fight,  robbed  him  of  $200  in  cash  and 
valuable  papers.  As  the  men  entered  they  said 
“We  want  your  money,  and  we  want  it  quick!' 
As  Mr.  Hickey  swung  around  he  managed  to 
knock  one  of  the  men  down,  when  another  man 
in  front  fired,  hitting  Llickey  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  head,  seriously  wounding  him,  after 
which  he  was  taken  to  the  Relief  hospital. 
Two  of  the  burglars  were  captured  by  the 
police,  but  not  before  shooting  Patrolman 
Shiel,  who  was  seriously  injured. 

John  R.  Lynn,  chief  accountant  for  the  Le¬ 
high  "Valley  Coal  Co.,  has  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion,  to  take  effect  on  August  first,  1906,  and 
will  after  that  date  be  a  member  of  the  staff 
of  J.  E.  Sterrett,  certified  public  accountant, 
60  Wall  street.  New  York,  and  925  Chestnut 
street,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Lynn  has  had  an  ex¬ 
tensive  experience  in  accounting  relating  to 
coal  and  other  mining  properties,  which  will  fit 
him  admirably  for  the  broader  work  upon 
which  he  is  now  entering.  In  view  of  his  train¬ 
ing  along  the  line  of  mining  costs  on  accounts, 
his  attention  in  his  new  position  will  be  devoted 
extensively  to  matters  connected  with  the  coal 
trade  and  affiliated  interests. 

The  funeral  of  Reece  M.  Oberteuffer,  private 
secretary  to  George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.,  who  died 
at  the  Pennsylvania  hospital,  Philadelphia,  on 
Sunday  of  last  week,  took  place  on  Wednesday 
afternoon,  July  twenty-fifth,  from  his  resi¬ 
dence,  333  South  Sixteenth  street.  The  Rev. 
J.  Sparhawk  Jones,  of  Calvary  Presbyterian 
church,  conducted  the  services,  which,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  family,  were 
non-military.  Members  of  Governor  Penny- 
packer’s  staff,  of  which  Colonel  Oberteuffer 
was  a  member,  and  executive  officers  and 
clerks  of  the  Reading  railway,  granted  leave  of 


absence,  attended.  The  interment  was  private 
at  North  Laurel  Hill  cemetery.  Among  the 
Reading  officials  at  the  funeral  were_  Vice- 
President  Theodore  Voorhees,  Charles  E.  Hen¬ 
derson,  second  vice-president;  W.  R.  Taylor, 
secretary;  Richard  Tull,  treasurer;  Judge  J.  D. 
Campbell,  general  counsel;  Thomas  M.  Rich¬ 
ards,  first  vice-president  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  and  James  M.  Landis, 
chief  clerk  to  Mr.  "Voorhees,  the  road’s  chief 
executive  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Baer. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  as  now  obtainable,  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  June  thirtieth,  show  an  increase  of  $9,- 
702,059  over  the  previous  year.  The  gross  earn¬ 
ings  amounted  to  $77,392,056.  Operating  expenses 
increased  $4,804,617,  so  that  the  gain  in  net  earn¬ 
ings  amounted  to  $4,897,442.  The  total  net  earn¬ 
ings  were  $37,876,835.  The  company  received 
from  other  sources,  it  is  estimated,  about  $3,000,- 
000,  so  that  the  net  increase  was  in  excess  of 
$30,000,000.  Fixed  charges  and  taxes  would  re¬ 
quire  something  like  $13,000,000  and  the  pre¬ 
ferred  dividend  $:3,400,000  additional,  leaving  over 
$16,000,000  available  for  the  common  stock, 
which  would  be  equal  to  10.6  per  cent  on  the  total 
issue  of  $152,750,000,  as  against  9.0  per  cent  in 
1905  and  8.0  per  cent  in  1904. 

With  the  object  of  establishing  some  rule  by 
which  cars  should  not  be  unduly  detained  at 
the  loading  points.  Port  Richmond  and  Port 
Reading,  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway 
Co.  has  issued  a  letter  to  shippers  over  its  sys¬ 
tem  at  these  points  in  which  it  says  that  they 
“have  found  it  the  unanimous  opinion,  so  far 
as  it  has  talked  with  its  shippers,  that  some 
time  limit  should  be  fixed  of  the  number  of 
days  which  any  car  may  be  detained  at  the 
loading  ports.  With  this  purpose  in  view  we 
have  decided  to  put  the  following  rule  into 
effect  from  and  after  August  first,  until  further 
notice:  The  consignees  of  any  car  or  cars^con- 
taining  either  anthracite  or  bituminous  ‘coal 
will  be  charged,  in  addition  to  the  regular 
freight  and  shipping  charges,  the^sum  of  one 
dollar  for  each  and  every  day  each  car,  con¬ 
signed  to  them,  that  may  remain  at  the  port 
awaiting  delivery  after  thirty  days  from  ar¬ 
rival.  For  cars  that  may  be  detained  by  neg¬ 
lect  of  the  railway  company  to  furnish  prompt 
switching  service,  no  charge  will  be  made. 
This  notice  is  not,  in  anywise,  to  be  construed 
as  giving  permission  that  cars  may  be  detained 
for  thirty  days,  and  in  cases  where  they  are  de¬ 
tained  beyond  a  reasonable  time  an  embargo 
will  be  placed  on  further  shipments  of  such 
consignee,  or  some  other  arrangement  will  be 
made  to  avoid  undue  detention  of  cars.  This 
rule  is  made  in  the  interest  of  the  shipper,  as 
well  as  the  railway  company,  and  with  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  company  to  provide 
cars  for  movement  of  the  traffic.”  Shippers 
having  received  this  letter  are  seemingly  very 
favorably  impressed  with  the  new  embargo 
rule,  considering  it  quite  reasonable  from  what 
prevailed  a  year  or  two  ago.  The  only  feature 
about  it  at  all  questioned  is  that  the  time  for 
holding  coal  without  charge  is  thirty  days,  this 
probably  having  a  tendency  to,  in  certain  cases, 
making  shippers  lax  in  moving  it,  but  if  this  oc¬ 
curred,  the  railroad  would  undoubtedly  take 
some  action  to  regulate  same. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July  twenty- 
eighth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 


1905  : 

Broad 

Top. 

Week  ending  July  2S,  1900..  ir>,24.'? 
(.'orresponding  week.  1905....  10,030 

Total  for  1906  . 136.080 

(‘orresponding  period,  190.> ..  387.667 


Cumber¬ 
land.  Total. 

18,224  33.467 

14.903  24.933 

640.867  1.077,547 

518.783  906.450 


Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year 
amounted  to  171,097  tons. 
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The  }iew  Pittsburg  Vein  Mining  Scale. 


Official  milling  scale  of  Association  of  l^itts- 
Imrg  Vein  Operators  oi  Oliio  for  their  mines 
in  lielmont.  llarrison  and  Jefferson  comities, 
Ohio,  and  llie  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica.  All  persons  accepting  employment  in 
tliesc  mines  herehy  agree  to  he  governed  by 
thi-  following  rules  and  regulations.  In  effect 
Ajiril  first,  and  emiing  March  thirty-first, 

1908. 

Pick  Mining, 

Mining?,  per  ton,  screened  coal  . $0.00 

Mining,  run  of-niinc  coal,  i)er  ton  . 04  2-7 

iViininK*  l)anl<  measure,  per  foot,  room  24  feet 

wide,  coal  5  feet  .  2.00 

Mining.  !)anl<j  measure,  entries,  not  to  exceed  0 

feet  wide,  per  yard  .  3.0(5 

Mining,  bank  measure,  entries,  not  to  exceed  7 

feet  wide,  i)er  yard  .  4.20 

Mining,  bank  measure,  entries,  not  to  exceed  8 
feet  wide,  per  yar<l  .  4.87 

Room  Turning,  Entry  Price. 

'riiat  for  every  three  inches  above  or  below  the  regu¬ 
lar  lieight  of  five  feet  of  coal  on  a  l)ank  measure  system, 
in  l)oth  entries  and  rooms,  tliere  shall  1)C  paid  a  proi>or- 
tionatc  advance  or  decline  in  the  mining  rate. 

JCntry  dry,  stone  taken  tlown  and  loaded,  per  yard.$1.0()Jj 


Kntry  dry,  stone  up,  per  yard  .  1.33 

Hreakthroughs  between  entries,  stone  coming  down 
or  having  to  be  taken  down,  handled  or  loatled, 

per  yard  . 

Breakthroughs  between  entries,  stone  uj),  per 

yard  .  1.33 

Breakthroughs  between  rooms,  stone  up,  per  yard  1.20 
Taking  down  and  gobbing  stone  in  breakthroughs 

in  rooms,  per  yard,  extra  . 28 

Room  turning,  7  feet  wide,  21  feet  deep  .  G.13 

Room  turning,  10  feet  wide,  and  under  12  feet 

wide,  and  15  feet  deep  .  2.72 

Room  turning,  12  feet  wide,  to  15  feet  wide,  and 

15  feet  deep  .  1.G9 

Room  turning,  over  15  feet  wide,  tonnage  only. 


Inside  Day  Wage  Scale. 


Track  layers,  per  day  . $2.56 

Track  layers’  helpers,  per  day  .  2. 30 

Trappers,  per  day  .  1.13 

Bottom  cagers,  per  day  .  2.56 

Drivers,  per  day  .  2.56 

Trip  riders,  per  day  .  2. 56 

Machine  haulers  .  2.56 

Water  haulers,  per  day  .  2.56 

Timber  men,  where  such  are  employed,  per  day....  2.56 


Motor  men,  with  three  months’  experience  as  motor 

men.  not  less  than  .  2.56 

All  other  inside  day  labor,  per  day  .  2.36 

Outside  Day  Wage  Scale. 

The  following  shall  be  the  scale  for  outside  day  labor 
as  enumerated  below': 

Checkers  . $2.25 

Dumpers  .  2.10 

Trimmers  .  1.97 

h'irst  blacksmith  .  2.80 

Second  blacksmith  .  2.53 

Blacksmith’s  helpers  .  2.30 

Mine  carjienters  .  2.30 

Couplers  and  greasers  (boys)  .  1.23 


All  outside  day  labor  not  enumerated  above  shall  re¬ 
ceive  5.88  per  cent  advance  on  wages  now  being  paid,  but 
in  no  case  shall  the  operator  be  required  to  pay  more 
than  the  prices  paid  during  the  scale  year  1903. 

-Ml  persons  now  employed  at  outside  day  labor  who  are 
not  satisfied  with  the  wages  to  be  paid,  as  provided  by 
this  agreement,  shall  be  given  an  average  place  in  the 
mine. 

The  above  schedule  of  day  wages  applies  only  to  men 
employed  in  the  performance  of  their  labor,  and  does 
not  apply  to  boys,  unless  they  can  do,  and  are  employed 
to  do  a  man’s  work. 

Machine  Mining  Scale. 

Based  Upon  Hocking  Valley  District — for  Bel¬ 
mont,  Harrison  and  Jefferson  Coun¬ 
ties,  No.  8  Seam. 


Chain  Machines. 

(Tutting  in  rooms,  per  ton  screened  coal  . $0.1100 

Cutting  in  entries,  breakthroughs  between  entries, 
breakthroughs  between  rooms,  and  turning  rooms 

8  feet  wide,  per  ton  screened  coal  . 1100 

_  And  extra  per  yard  . 2400 

Cutting  in  entries,  breaktlirougbs  Itetween  entries, 
breakthroughs  between  rooms  and  turning 

rooms,  12  feet  wide,  per  ton  screened  coal . 1100 

•And  extra  per  yard  . 1030 

I.oa<ling,  with  hand  drilling  in  rooms,  per  ton 

screened  coal  . 5250 

Goading  with  hand  drilling,  in  entries,  break¬ 

throughs,  between  entries,  breakthroughs  be¬ 
tween  rooms  and  turning  rooms,  8  feet  wide, 

per  ton  screened  coal  . 5250 

And  extra  per  yard  . 0400 

Goading,  with  hand  drilling,  in  entries,  bVeak- 

tliroughs  between  entries,  breakthroughs  between 
rooms  and  turning  rooms,  12  feet  wide,  per  ton 

screened  coal  .  5250 

And  extra  per  yard  . .  ]55n9 

The  above  is  based  on  the  following  etiuivajcnts •" 

Cutting,  entry  price  . $0.1900 

Cutting  room  price  . 1100 

m  .  -  •080'^ 

Ions  to  one  yard  entry,  8  feet .  3 


.2400 


I.oadcr,  with  hanii  drilling,  entry  price.  .'7383 
Goailer,  with  Itand  drilling,  room  price.  .;U50 

-  .2i;,3 

'Ions  to  one  yard  entry,  8  feet .  3 


(Jitter,  entry  price  . 1455  ,0400 

Cutter,  room  price  . 1100 

-  .0355 

'Ions  tier  yar<l,  entry  12  feet  .  4.01 

.1036 

I.oadcr,  witli  hand  drillinK.  entry  price.  .6445 

Gonder,  with  hand  drilling,  room  price,  .5250 

-  .1195 

Ions  to  one  yard  entry,  12  feet  .  4.01 


.5509 

Punching  Machines. 


(  utting  ni  rooms,  jier  ton  screened  coal . $0.1800 

Cutting  in  entries,  breakthroughs  between  entries, 
breakthronglis  between  rooms  anil  turning  rooms, 

8  feet  wide,  iier  ton  screened  coal . 18.00 

And  extra  per  yard  . 1020 

Goading  with  hand  drilling,  in  rooms,  jier  ton 

screened  coal  . SltiO 

Goading  with  hand  drilling,  in  entries,  break¬ 
throughs  between  entries,  breaktlirougbs  between 
rooms  and  room  turning  (8  feet  wide)  per  ton 

screened  coal  . 51 09 

And  extra  per  yard  . 301:> 

'riic  above  is  based  on  the  following  ciinivalents: 
Cutter,  entry  price  . $0.2342 


- -  .054:2 

'I'ons  to  one  yard,  entry  8  feet  .  3 


.1020 

Loader,  with  hand  drilling,  entry  jiricc..  .0314 
Loader,  wipi  hand  drilling,  room  iirice.  .  .5100 

-  .1214 

'Fons  to  one  yard,  entry  8  feet .  3 


.3042 

Room  Turning  Chain  Machine. 


Neck,  8  feet  wide  and  21  feet  deep,  first  yard  from 
entry  and  widening  out  yard,  shall  be  jiick  mined,  and 
shall  be  paid  for  in  addition  to  room  tonnage  machine 


price  as  follows: 

Pick,  1  yard  from  entry  . $2.79 

Pick,  1  yard  widening  out  .  3. .39 

Loader,  10  yards  8  feet  wide,  at  .0400 . $0.40 

Loader,  4  1-3  yards  12  feet  wide  at  .5509....  2.39 

-  8.79 

Cutter,  10  yards  8  feet  wide,  at  .2400 .  2.40 

Cutter,  4  1-3  yards  12  feet  wide,  at  .1636 . 71 

$3.11 

Less  7.61  tons  at  .1100  .  84 

Room  Turning  Chain  Machine,  neck  12  ft.  by  21  ft. 

Loader,  15  yards  at  .5509  . $8.20 

Cutter,  15  yards  at  .1030  .  2.45 

Room  Turning  Punching  Machine,  8  feet  wide,  21  feet 
neck. 

Cutter,  15  yards  at  .1626  . $2.44 

Loader,  15  yards  at  .3042  .  5.46 


After  both  chain  and  punching  machines  where  drilling 
is  done  by  machine  operated  by  other  than  the  loader, 
.0250  per  ton  screened  coal  will  be  paid  to  the  driller 
and  .0300  deducted  from  the  price  for  loading  as  above. 

Two  cents  per  ton  of  the  above  iirices  for  loading 
is  understood  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  for  handling 
draw  slate  and  soapstone. 

It  is  agreed  that  if,  upon  the  expiration  of  this  con¬ 
tract,  the  rule  regarding  the  handling  of  slate  remains 
the  same  as  at  present,  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  then  the 
same  shall  apply  in  the  No.  8  seam,  of  Ohio  and  the 
two  cents  per  ton  for  handling  slate  shall  no  longer  be 
paid,  and  should  there  be  any  changes  in  said  rule  in 
the  Pittsburg  district,  then  the  same  prices  for  handling 
slate  shall  also  apply  to  the  No.  8  seam  in  Ohio. 


General  Rules  for  Pick  and  Machine  Mining. 

Rule  1. — Mining  entries  and  entry  breakthroughs  in 
pick  and  machine  mines  drove  double  shift,  extra,  per 
yard,  .28. 

Rule  2. — Wet  entry  shall  be  paid  28c  per  yard  extra 
when  it  h.is  been  fully  determined  that  it  is  entitled 
thereto  by  the  miner  and  mine  boss,  or  by  the  mine  com¬ 
mittee  and  mine  superintendent,  in  case  the  former  do 
not  agree. 

Rule  3. — Operators  shall  take  the  water  out  of  rooms 
and  entries,  and  have  rooms  and  entries  dry  at  starting 
time,  or  pay  i'Ac  per  barrel  if  the  miner  lias  to  bail  it. 
Barrels  to  be  placed  in  rooms  and  entries,  and  where 
barrels  can  not  be  placed  in  entries  the  water  box  shall 
be  forwarded  for  the  entryman  to  bail  water  in. 

Rule  4. — Prices  to  be  paid  for  slate  or  soapstone  com¬ 
ing  down  unavoidably  over  the  coal  shall  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  mine  boss  and  miner,  and  if  they  fail  to  agree 
it  shall  be  referred  to  the  superintendent,  mine  boss  and 
mine  committee. 

Rule  5. — Clay  veins  and  spars  shall  be  paid  for;  the 
matter  to  be  referred  to  miner  affected  and  mine  boss. 
If  they  fail  to  agree,  the  company  reserves  the  right  to 
remove  the  same  and  give  the  miner  another  place. 

Rule  6. — ,\ny  rolls  or  horsebacks  coming  up  in  bottom 
or  down  in  top  shall  be  paid  for  as  follows,  per  yard, 
running  with  rolls: 

Six  to  ten  inches  in  thickness.  2Sc. 

Between  ten  and  seventeen  inches,  50c. 

Between  seventeen  and  twenty-three  inches.  S4c. 

Between  twenty-three  and  twenty-nine  inches,  $1.12, 
and  rolls  of  more  thickness  shall  he  paid  in  the  same  pro- 
Iiortion  for  each  six  inches. 

Miners  shall  take  up  and  remove  roll  where  same 
crosses  roadway. 

When  roll  is  so  hard  as  to  rcciuire  drilling  and  blast¬ 
ing  the  operator  shall  furnish  one-half  and  the  miner  one- 
half  the  labor  for  drilling  and  blasting. 

Rule  7. — Work  shall  begin  at  7:00  a.  m.,  work  to  11:00 
a.  m.,  not  more  than  30  minutes  for  dinner,  and  work 
from  11:30  a.  m.  to  3:30  p.  m..  Central  Standard  Time 


Rule  8. — Any  man  railed  from  inside  to  perform  out¬ 
side  day  labor  shall  receive  inside  day  wages. 

Ku’e  9.—  We  adopt  the  check  off  system  as  a  |>art  of 
the  agreement  of  this  district,  'i'his  pertains  to  regular 
dues  and  assessmtii's  of  the  U.  .\1.  \V.  of  but  shall 
not  give  any  right  to  collect  fines  unless  such  fines  are 
ordered  by  two-th  nis  of  the  members  of  the  local  union. 
However,  should  either  the  operator,  the  local  union  or 
the  parly  uiion  whom  the  fine  is  imposed  object  to  said 
fine,  each  of  them  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  tut 
sub-district  president  for  a  final  ruling. 

In  order  to  be  honored  the  cheek-olf  must  be  furnished 
to  the  company  not  later  than  5  p.  ni.  on  the  second  and 
seventeenth  day  of  each  month. 

Rule  10. —  No  strike  shall  take  i  lace  at  any  lime  under 
the  juris'liclion  of  Sub- District  5  of  District  No.  o 
(flliio)  except  for  v:olalion  of  agreements,  refusal  of 
employers  to  jiay  on  the  regular  pay  day  without  ex¬ 
planation.  until  the  grievances  at  the  mine  affected  have 
l)cen_  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  officers  of  District 
0,  V.  .M.  W.  of  .\.,  and  operators  interested. 

Rule  II. — 'Fliat  a  uniform  rate  of  one  per  cent  on 
the  dollar  he  charged  in  pick  mines,  where  company 
hires  the  hlackli.mith,  anil  it  is  further  agreed  that  no 
charge  he  made  for  blacksmithing  for  cutters  and  loaders 
in  machine  mines. 

Rule  12. —  Bottom  coal  in  all  narrow  work  must  be 
taken  up  and  loaded  by  the  loader. 

Where  bottom  coal  not  to  exceed  4  inches  in  thick¬ 
ness  is  required  to  be  taken  up  in  wide  rooms  and  said 
coal  is  in  normal  state  and  parts  freely  from  the  bottom 
the  miner  must  take  it  up  without  extra  compensation. 

Where  coal  sticks  to  bottom  and  extra  labor  is  required 
to  lift  the  same,  the  company  shall  pay  loader  extra  at 
a  rate  per  crossing  based  u|>on  maximum  inside  day 
labor  scale. 

A  committee  of  two  operators  and  two  miners  to  in¬ 
vestigate  and  determine  the  method  of  payment  on  basis 
named. 

'I  his  committee  shall  also  determine  what  constitutes 
a  sticky  bottom. 

If  a  machine  cutter  leaves  a  sprag  or  a  thick  bottom  in 
excess  of  four  inches  he  shall  he  notified  to  remove  same, 
and  should  he  refuse  he  sha'l  be  charged  oDc  for  each 
sprag  or  bottom,  the  same  to  he  paid  to  the  loader. 

Rule  13. — 'I  hat  all  machine  loaders  be  accorded  two 
rooms  for  each  two  men,  and  the  operators  pledge  them¬ 
selves  to  [irovide  two  rooms  for  two  men  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  but  in  the  event  of  territory  becoming 
scarce  through  a  squeeze  or  striking  horseback,  or  anv 
unavoidable  obstacle,  this  shall  not  be  construed  so  as  to 
diminish  the  output  of  the  mine. 

Rule  14. — There  shall  be  no  free  turns  allowed  for 
either  rooms  or  entries.  The  entries  sha'l  be  driven  as 
fast  as  operators  desire  or  conditions  permit;  but  in 
no  case  shall  entry  miners  be  allowed  more  cars  than 
room  miners,  and  at  least  once  each  pay  the  turn  shall  be 
made  uniform  throughout  the  mine  for  the  time  pre¬ 
viously  worked.  If.  however,  the’  regular  turn  will 
not  allow  cars  enough  to  drive  the  entries  as  fast  as 
desired,  the  operators  shall  increase  the  number  of 
miners  in  each  entry,  so  that,  by  giving  to  each  the  reg¬ 
ular  turn,  the  entries  shall  be  driven  as  fast  as  two 
miners  could  do.  with  full  work. 

If,  however,  the  room  men  decline  to  take  their  place 
in  the  entries  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  operator, 
then  the  entry  man  shall  have  free  turns  until  the  en¬ 
tries  are  driven  their  required  length. 

Rule  15. — Miners  shall  exercise  proper  care  in  posting 
the  soapstone  in  rooms,  in  order  to  prevent  falls.  When 
coal  is  taken  out  by  the  person  employed  in  a  room  and 
soapstone  falls  to  the  amount  of  7.50  pounds,  it  shall  be 
removed  by  the  miner  without  compensation,  and  when 
the  fall  of  soapstone  exceeds  750  pounds,  the  miner  shall  ' 
be  paid  for  removing  it  or  the  company  remove  the 
same. 

Rule  10. — Check  weighman  may  be  placed  on  tipple  at 
expense  of  miners,  and  his  duty  shall  be  those  prescribed 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  of  ()hio,  and  all  weigh  scales 
may  be  tested  by  the  miners  at  any  reasonable  time. 

Rule  17. — Members  of  the  Pit  Committee  and  local 
officers  shall  remain  at  their  working  places  the  same  as 
all  other  employes,  unless  a  miner  and  a  mine  boss  fail 
to  agree  on  prices  to  he  paid  for  extra  work,  when  they 
may  be  called  in  to  confer  with  the  superintendent  to 
decide  the  dispute.  This,  however,  shall  not  prevent  the 
committee  from  looking  after  the  proper  interest  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  miners’  organization. 

It  is  understood  that  mine  committees  have  no  author¬ 
ity  to  order  a  suspension  of  work  except  upon  a  vote 
of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  local  union. 

Rule  18. — .^11  rooms  shall  be  24  feet  wide  or  over. 
Machine  rooms,  when  ordered  bv  mine  boss,  driven  less 
than  24  feet  wide,  entry  price  shall  be  paid. 

Rule  19. — Where  entries  are  ordered  driven  fifteen  de¬ 
grees  or  more  away  from  line  of  butts  or  face,  25c  extra 
per  yard  shall  be  paid  in  pick  and  machine  mines,  but 

shall  not  be  construed  to  apply  to  necessary  curves  in 

turning  one  entry  from  another,  and  in  order  to  lav- 
track  on  required  radius. 

Rule  20. — .Xny  rule,  either  local  or  general,  governing 
the  scale  or  conditions  of  employment  in  the  Pittsburg 

\'ein  of  Sub-District  No.  5.  shall  be  rautuallv  agreed 

to  by  the  operator  and  miners  interested,  and  said  rules, 
before  being  enforced,  shall  receive  the  endorsement  of 
the  officials  of  the  operators  and  officials  of  District  No. 

6,  United  Mine  Workers  of  .•\merica. 

Rule  21. — No  meeting  shall  be  held  during  working 
hours  except  by  mutual  arrangement  between  miners 
and  superintendent. 

Rule  22. — On  the  day  that  death  bv  accident  to  an 
employe  occurs  in  the  mine,  for  that  dav  only  the  miners 
may  cease  working,  but  under  no  circumstances  shall  the 
mine  be  made  idle  for  any  funeral.  .\nd  in  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  mine  continuing  to  work  on  a  dav  a  funeral 
is  held,  the  operators  agree  to  contribute  to  the  be¬ 
reaved  family,  on  the  death  of  anv  of  their  workmen,-- 
one-third  the  amount  paid  by  the  miners,  said  amount 
not  to  e.xceed  $25.00.  This  does  not  prevent  friends 
from  attending  a  funeral. 

Rule  23.  When  any  employe  absents  himself  from 
duly  two  days  or  more,  except  on  account  of  sickness, 
without  giving  advance  notice  to  the  mine  boss  or  mine 
siiporintendcnt.  vyhen  possible,  he  forfeits  his  position. 

When  a  machine  runner  or  any  employe  upon  whose 
work  other  employes  of  the  mine  are  dependent  absents 
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himself  from  duty  without  giving  advance  notice  when 
possible  to  the  mine  boss,  he  forfeits  his  position. 

Rule  24. — When  any  places  on  any  territory  are  not 
cut  and  the  machine  runners  have  not  worked  as  many 
hours  as  the  mine  has  worked  by  reason  of  breakdowns, 
sickness,  or  absence  of  runners,  the  machine  runners 
shall  world  on  idle  days  or  overtime  until  they  have 
made  up  the  lost  time. 

Rule  25.  In  case  of  local  or  general  suspension  of 
mining,  either  at  the  expiration  of  this  contract  or 
otherwise,  the  engineers,  firemen,  pumpers  and  other 
men  necessary  to  keep  mines  in  shape  shall  not  supend 
work,  but  shall,  when  mine  is  suspended,  fully  protect 
and  keep  in  repair  all  of  the  company's  property  under 
their  care,-  and  operate  fans  and  pumps,  and  lower  and 
hoist  such  men  or  supplies  as  may  be  required  to  keei) 
up  steam  at  the  company’s  coal  plant;  but  it  is  under¬ 
stood  and  agreed  that  the  operators  will  not  ask  them 
to  hoist  any  coal  produced  by  non-union  labor  for  sale 
on  the  market.  The  rates  to  he  paid  for  such  work 
to  be  those  in  effect  at  the  time  of  suspension,  and  then 
subject  to  any  subsequent  settlement. 

Rule  26.  The  conditions,  employment,  duties,  hours 
of  labor,  and  membership  in  the  tJ.  M.  W.  of  A.,  of 
the  engineers,  firemen,  electricians  and  machinists  exist¬ 
ing  prior  to  September  1st,  190.3,  continue  and  remain 
in  force  during  the  life  of  this  contract. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  any  interference  on  the  part 
of  any  member  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  of  a  mine  com¬ 
mittee,  or  local  officer,  with  the  duties  of  engineer,  fire¬ 
man,  electrician  or  machinist,  shall  subject  such  member 
or  members  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  of  a  mine  commiteee, 
or  local  officers,  to  suspension  or  dismissal  by  the 
operator,  with  the  understanding  that  the  engineers, 
firemen,  electricians  or  machinists,  who  are  now  mem¬ 
bers,  shall  remain  members  of  the  U,  M.  W.  of  A.,  and 
those  who  are  not  members  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
join. 

Rule  27.  It  is  understood  and  agreed  that  should  any 
dispute  arise  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
rules  and  provisions  of  this  scale  that  the  interpretation 
shall  be  left  entirely  to  the  Committee  of  Operators  and 
Miners  who  formulated  and  signed  this  agreement. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  miners: 

William  Green,  President  District  6. 

A.  R.  Watkins,  President  Sub-District  5. 

.Tames  Briggs,  Vice-President  Sub-District  5. 

Lee  Rankin,  Secretary  Sub-District  5. 

T.  L.  Lewis,  \’ice-President. 

Joe  Swindler, 

Lane  Skimp, 

John  Zelenka, 

Frank  Peltz, 

M.at  Armitage. 

Miners’  Scale  Committee. 

Signed,  on  behalf  of  the  operators: 

T.  E.  Young,  President. 

F.  M.  Osborne.  Chairman. 

P.  McBryde,  Secretary. 

J.  B.  Zeree, 

Lute  Hornickel, 

J.  J.  Roby, 

John  Simpson. 

Operators’  Scale  Committee. 


Western  Retail  ^[otes. 

The  Fobes-Tompkins  Coal  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  of  which  J.  C.  Edwards  is  president,  has 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $25,000  to 
$35,000. 

The  retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  H. 
H.  Neuenberg  &  Co.,  Olivia,  Minn.,  which 
was  recently  discontinued,  is  to  be  reorganized 
at  the  old  location. 

Twenty-four  new  coal  pockets  are  to  be 
added  to  the  coal  chutes  of  the  Great  Western 
railroad  at  Clarion,  la.  At  present  the  com¬ 
pany  has  but  twelve  chutes  at  this  city. 

The  F.  Wittig  Coal  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
has  been  granted  a  building  permit  for  the 
erection  of  a  coat  hopper  at  Thirtieth  and 
Walnut  streets.  The  structure  will  cost  about 
$1,500. 

The  retail  coal  business  of  E.  E.  Johnston, 
Estherville,  la.,  has  been  purchased  by  F.  K. 
Converse  of  the  same  city.  Mr.  Johnston  will 
probably  remain  in  Estherville  until  the  winter, 
when  it  is  thought  he  will  move  to  California. 

The  school  board  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  has 
awarded  to  the  Union  Coal  Co.  the  con¬ 
tract  to  furnish  the  schools  with  coal  during 
the  coming  winter.  This  calls  for  40,000 
bushels.  The  company  has  been  in  business 
only  since  last  September  and  has  established 
two  yards,  one  in  the  west  and  one  in  the  east 
end  of  Davenport. 

The  contract  to  furnish  the  coal  to  the 
schools  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  during  next  winter 
was  awarded  to  the  retail  dealers’  association 
of  the  city  through  C.  S.  Hartin  Coal  Co.  and 
Holmes  &  Hallowell  Co.  The  retail  dealers 
nearest  the  schools  will  deliver  the  coal  at 
prices  agreed  upon  among  the  retailers.  The 
two  firms  are  responsible  for  carrying  out  the 
contract  under  these  conditions. 

The  State  board  of  Control,  of  Minnesota, 
has  let  the  contract  for  coal  for  the  State  in¬ 
stitutions  for  the  coming  year  to  the  North¬ 


western  Fuel  Co.  The  price  is  not  made  pub¬ 
lic,  but  it  is  said  that  a  saving  was  made  to 
the  State  in  the  jirice.  The  price  varies  ac¬ 
cording  to  grade  and  place  of  delivery.  The 
State  will  use  about  40, 000  tons  of  soft  coal 
and  about  3,000  tons  of  hard  coal.  This  will 
supply  all  the  State  institutions  and  the  Nor¬ 
mal  schools. 

Alleging  that  the  Iowa  Fuel  Co.,  414 
Court  street,  Sioux  City,  lov/a,  is  indebted  to 
it  in  the  sum  of  $1,5‘27.93  for  coal  shipped  from 
St.  Paul,  and  that  the  defendant  is  about  to 
disjiose  of  its  property,  the  St.  Paul  and  West¬ 
ern  Coal  Co.,  of  St.  Paul,  has  secured  a  writ 
of  attachment  on  the  property  of  the  Sioux 
City  firm.  The  plaintiff  also  asks  for  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  the  alleged  amount.  The  St.  Paul 
firm  declares  that  the  coal  was  shipped  to  the 
Iowa  Fuel  Co.  at  various  times  between  July 
nineteenth,  1905,  and  January  twenty-third, 
1906.  Its  total  value  was  $2,877.93,  of  which 
the  defendant  is  said  to  have  paid  only  $1,350. 
The  officers  of  the -Sioux  City  firm  are  G.  G. 
Davis,  president;  T.  E.  Davis,  vice-jiresident, 
and  C.  S.  Graham,  secretary  and  manager. 

The  South  Dakota  State  board  of  charities 
and  corrections  will  receive  bids  until  August 
fourteenth  for  supplying  coal  to  the  different 
penal  and  charitable  institutions  of  this  State, 
as  follows:  800  tons  of  Youghiogheny  lump 
or  Hocking  Valley  lump,  in  carload  lots,  all 
f.  o.  b.  cars  at  penitentiary,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.; 
350  tons  of  Youghiogheny  lump  or  blocking 
Valley  lump  in  car  lots,  for  the  reform  school, 
all  f.  o.  b.  Plankinton,  S.  D.;  1,000  tons  of 
Youghiogheny  lump  or  Hocking  Valley  lump, 
in  car  lots,  for  fhe  northern  hospital,  at  the 
institution,  Redfteld,  S.  D.;  200  tons  Hocking 
Valley  lump,  in  car  lots,  for  the  school  for  the 
blind,  f.  o.  b.  cars,  Gary,  S.  D.;  4,000  tons  of 
Iowa  steam  coal  and  300  tons  of  Youghiogheny 
lump  for  the  hospital  for  insane,  in  car  lots, 
all  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  Institution  at  Yankton, 
S.  D.;  200  tons  of  Youghiogheny  lump  or 
Hocking  Valley  lump,  in  car  lots,  for  the 
school  for  deaf  mutes,  all  f.  o.  b.  Sioux  Falls, 
S.  D.  Bids  should  be  submitted  on  each  of 
the  kinds  of  coal  above  named  and  may  be 
submitted  on  other  kinds  of  coal  of  similar 
values.  Bidders  must  in  all  cases  specify  the 
particular  grade  as  well  as  kind  of  coal,  and 
the  prices  per  ton  in  carload  lots.  All  bids 
should  be  addressed  to  the  “State  Board  of 
Charities  and  Corrections,”  Watertown,  S.  D., 
care  of  Hotel  Kampeska  ancT  marked  on  out¬ 
side  of  envelope,  “Bid  for  coal.” 

The  county  commissioners,  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  which  includes  the  city  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  have  for  the  third  time  rejected  bids  for 
next  winter’s  coal  contracts.  Since  the  last 
bids  were  received  the  commissioners  have 
been  investigating.  They  have  found  that 
other  large  institutions  are  getting  their  coal  at 
prices  that  range  from  fifteen  to  thirty  cents 
a  ton  less  than  those  offered  by  the  three 
bidders.  They  believe  that  they  are  being 
unfairly  dealt  with  and  there  was  no  hesita¬ 
tion  in  rejecting  all  the  bids  and  instructing 
tbe  clerk  to  try  again  with  another  advertise¬ 
ment.  The  commissioners  were  a  unit  on  this 
proposition.  “We  only  want  a  square  deal,” 
was  the  sentiment  expressed  by  members  of 
the  board.  “We  don’t  want  to  be  hung  up  for 
more  than  others  are  paying.”  “It  has  all  the 
earmarks  of  a  deal,”  said  Commissioner  Eirick, 
after  the  meeting.  “It  looks  rather  strange 
that  no  more  of  the  dealers  have  offered  to 
bid  on  so  large  a  contract.  They  can’t  give 
the  hauling  away  of  ashes  as  an  excuse.  That 
is  absurd.  And  we  want  the  coal  delivered  at 
the  courthouse.  There  is  to  be  no  sugaring 
of  the  palm  of  any  county  employe.” 
the  bids  were  too  high,”  said  Commissioner 
Fischer.  “All  we  want  is  2,000  pounds  to  the 
ton  and  the  grade  that  we  order.  We  have 
found  that  other  institutions  are  paying  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  cents  lower  than  the  amount 
called  for  in  the  bids.  We  want  the  benefit 
of  the  market  price,  the  same  as  other  institu¬ 
tions.”  President  Mackenzie,  of  the  board,  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  in  the  same  manner.  “I 
wouldn’t  say  that  the  coal  men  have  cooked 
up  a  deal,”  said  he.  “I  wouldn’t  go  as  far  as 
that.  But  it  does  seem  peculiar  that  the  bids 
are  so  few  and  that  the  prices  are  so  much  in 
excess  of  those  quoted  to  others.”  The  bid¬ 


ders  under  the  last  advertisement  were,  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  the  Zettelmeyer  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Easterbrook  Coal  Co.  "There  is  notln 
ing  in  it,”  said  Charles  Zettelmeyer,  when 
asked  concerning  the  charges  made  by  the 
commissioners.  "As  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
we  always  make  just  as  low  a  bid  as  we  can. 
We  never  discuss  such  matters  with  other 
companies  previous  to  making  our  bids,  and 
1  am  convinced  that  all  three  of  the  bidders 
tried  their  best  to  get  the  contract.  We  al¬ 
ways  treat  all  our  customers  alike.  The  prices 
we  made  in  this  case  are  no  higher  than  those 
charged  to  other  consumers.  Indeed,  we  made 
;ui  e.xceptionally  low  price  on  Pittsburg  nut 
and  run-of-mine  coal.  The  margin  on  coal  is 
small  enough.  We  couldn’t  cut  down  any 
further.” 

For  several  months  there  have  been  many 
rumors  that  the  coal  operators  of  the  Saginaw 
valley  are  prejiaring  to  open  yards  and  make  a 
bid  for  the  retail  coal  trade  throughout  Mich¬ 
igan.  This  rumor  has  been  repeatedly  denied, 
but  there  is  at  least  partial  confirmation  in 
the  action  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  which 
is  about  to  open  yards  in  Saginaw  and  deal 
directly  with  the  public  on  the  basis  of  mine 
to  consumer.  The  Consolidated  Co.  will  open 
its  yards  on  Genesee  avenue,  Saginaw,  and  will 
move  its  offices  there.  The  company  will  deal 
in  anthracite  as  well  as  bituminous  coal,  and 
while  no  rate  cutting  is  announced,  it  may 
come  as  a  result  of  the  competition.  A  Sagi¬ 
naw  retail  dealer  in  discussing  the  rumored 
movement  of  the  operators  said  that  the  latter 
would  make  things  interesting  for  the  retailers 
beyond  a  doubt.  “The  operators  can  secure 
their  supplies  of  anthracite  coal  as  readily  as 
the  retailers,”  he  said,  “and  they  can  sell  it 
as  cheaply.  Then  they  will  have  the  advantage 
of  producing  the  coal  and  handling  it  with  less 
expense  than  the  retailers.  It  is  doubtful  if 
the  retailers  can  secure  coal  from  Ohio  or 
other  points  and  place  it  in  competition  with 
the  local  article,  as  the  operators  will  be  in  a 
position  to  make  whatever  price  they  choose 
and  the  consumer  is  not  likely  to  pay  more  for 
outside  fuel  when  he  can  get  the  home  article 
cheaper.  Then,  too.  railroad  rates  cut  a  big 
figure  in-  bringing  the  outside  coal  here.  So 
all  things  considered,  the  retailer  is  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  do  some  tall  thinking  and  close  figur¬ 
ing  if  he  is  to  get  any  profit  and  not  all  honor 
out  of  the  deal.  However,  there  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  unanimity  among  the  operators  over 
the  retail  yard  business  and  their  plans,  if 
they  are  maturing,  may  be  checked.” 

Eastern  Retail  ^otes. 

Samuel  Stillman  Blodgett,  a  well-known 
citizen  of  Merrimac,  Mass.,  died  at  his  home 
on  Woodland  avenue  July  twenty-second.  He 
was  for  many  years  a  dealer  in  coal,  grain 
and  general  merchandise  at  Merrimaeport,  re¬ 
tiring  with  a  competency  several  years  ago. 
He  had  been  active  in  town  affairs,  although 
not  a  seeker  for  public  office. 

The  Baker-Millikin  Supply  Co.,  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  has  been  incorporated  to  deal  in  coal, 
iron,  cement  and  building  materials  and  for 
general  construction  purposes.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  William  H.  Engle,  Albert  H.  Kuhl- 
man.  Hunter  Millikin,  James  W.  Marshall  and 
D.  Milton  Beamer.  The  capital  stock  is  $10,- 
000,  with  shares  at  $100  each. 

The  Eastern  Coal  &  Coke  Co  has  filed  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  incorporation  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  deal  in  coal,  wood,  lumber  and  build¬ 
ing  material  and  is  incorporated  by  William 
A.  Clark,  Northampton,  Mass.;  Frank  H. 
Johnston,  New  Britain;  Grant  U.  Kierstead.  of 
Hartford,  and  Pratt  Thompson,  of  East  Haven. 

V.  Baldwin  Johnson,  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  retail  coal  dealers  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
was  found  dead  in  his  bed  early  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  July  twenty-fifth,  at  his  residence  in 
that  city.  The  news  came  as  a  great  shock  to 
all  his  friends,  as  his  health  was  fairly  good, 
so  that  most  of  his  family  were  away  on  a 
vacation  trip.  Heart  failure  is  ascribed  as  the 
cause  of  death.  Mr.  Johnson  was  born  in  Dor¬ 
chester  county.  Md.,  February  twenty-sixth. 
1858,  and  was  the  son  of  .-Mvard  Johnson  and 
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Mary  l.cviii  (McNamara)  Johnson.  lie  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  of  liis  native 
county  and  Iiere,  entering  tliercafter  St,  Jolin’s 
college,  Annapolis,  Md.  A  progressive  spirit 
and  business  enterprise  were  always  upijer- 
most  in  Mr.  Johnson’s  daily  life.  'I'he  neces¬ 
sary  money  for  his  college  education  he  earned 
himself  and  obtained  a  scholarship  by  com- 
I)ctitivc  e.xamination.  While  he  was  clerking 
in  business  establishments  he  prepared  him¬ 
self  during  leisure  moments  for  his  college 
entrance.  A  few  years  after  he  had  finished 
his  college  course  he  embarked  in  the  coal  and 
wood  business  in  this  city,  in  the  year  188.3, 
on  a  very  small  scale,  and  it  was  due  to  his 
enterprise  and  energy  that  the  business  thus 
founded  by  him  has  since  grown  to  be  one  of 
the  largest  in  that  line  in  the  district.  Mr. 
Johnson  was  compelled  to  establish  a  number 
of  offices  and  branches  in  various  parts  of  the 
city.  V.  Baldwin  Johnson  was  recognized  as 
one  of  Washington’s  most  jirogressive  and 
public-spirited  business  men,  and  to  his  sug¬ 
gestions  and  initiative  was  due  many  improve¬ 
ments  and  innovations  in  the  business  com¬ 
munity  of  this  city  which  added  to  its  prestige 
here  and  abroad.  When  Mr.  Johnson,  in  the 
year  1883,  entered  the  coal  business,  the  only 
visible  shedding  for  fuel  at  the  various  coal 
establishments  in  this  city  consisted  of  a  few 
square  yards  of  rough  roofing,  designed  and 
used  almost  exclusively  for  sheltering  kindling 
wood.  The  idea  of  keeping  coal  and  coke 
under  shelter  and  in  large  quantities  originated 
in  this  city  with  Mr,  Johnson,  and  its  rapid 
development  was  due  to  and  successfully  pio¬ 
neered  by  him.  Twenty  years  ago  the  Wash¬ 
ington  consumer  knew  little,  if  anything,  of 
the  advantages  of  dry  coal  over  wet  coal,  and 
a  retpiest  of  a  consumer  for  dry  coal  was  re¬ 
garded  by  the  average  dealer  of  that  day  more 
in  the  light  of  a  “cranky”  whim  than  a  sensi¬ 
ble  and  just  reipicst.  Mr.  Johnson  caused  his 
seviu'al  yards  to  be  extensively  shedded  with 
(ill  and  other  waterproof  covering.  He  was  a 
leading  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the 
Business  Men’s  Association.  He  was  also  a 
Mason  of  high  degree.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  character  and  had  been  identified  with 
every  movement  for  the  upbuilding  of  Wash¬ 
ington  since  he  attained  manhood. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Delaware  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Des  Moines,  la.,  by  John  Lindbloom 
and  A.  W.  Carlson,  Jr.  The  company  will 
conduct  a  general  coal  mining  business,  and 
has  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000. 

The  Scandia  Coal  Co.,  Scandia,  la.,  has  been 
incorporated  to  buy,  own,  lease  and  sell  lands, 
and  to  mine  and  operate  coal  mines  in  Dallas 
county,  that  State.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $15,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $100 
each,  and  the  highest  amount  of  indebtedness 
is  not  to  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  capital  stock. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are:  W.  J. 
Carney,  Chicago,  president;  T.  W.  Carpenter, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  Des  Moines,  and  O. 
M.  Carpenter,  of  Madrid,  la.,  manager. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  directors  of  the  Kewanee  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  Kewanee,  Ill.,  will  hold  a  special  meeting 
at  its  offices  in  that  city  August  twenty-first  for 
the  purpose  of  voting  on  the  proposition  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  capital  stock  to  $50,000. 

The  Sebewaing  coal  mine  at  Sebewaing, 
Mich.,  has  been  sold  to  an  Eastern  syndicate, 
H.  W.  Campbell,  of  Detroit,  taking  possession 
as  trustee  of  the  new  owners.  They  propose 
to  expend  $75,000  in  improvements,  and  the 
work  of  sinking  a  new  shaft  will  begin  at  once 
so  as  to  be  in  readiness  for  an  extensive  cam¬ 
paign  in  the  early  spring. 

J.  C.  McKinley,  representing  heavy  coal  in¬ 
terests,  in  which  the  Fairmont  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  is  probably  connected,  has  practically  com¬ 
pleted  negotiations  whereby  the  company 
comes  in  possession  of  the  Manufacturers’ 
Light  &  Fuel  Co.,  a  few  miles  west  of  Bel- 
laire,  at  Glencoe,  Ohio.  The  property  consists 
of  mines  ready  to  operate,  covering  a  territory 


(jf  5,000  acres.  It  is  understood  that  the  price 
to  be  paid  will  exceed  half  a  million  dollars. 
The  mine  in  operation  employs  about  400  men, 
and  the  out])ut  is  large.  The  change  will 
jjrobably  take  effect  at  once.  An  effort  was 
made  trj  start  the  Glencoe  mine,  owned  by  this 
com])any,  a  short  time  ago  non-union,  but  the 
interference  of  the  union  officials  put  a  stop 
to  it. 

J.  F.  Hanson,  president  of  the  Central  of 
Georgia  Railway,  and  his  associates  have  pur¬ 
chased  17,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  the  Birming¬ 
ham  flistrict,  the  consideration  having  been  over 
$500,000.  The  lands  were  bought  from  the  (jtilf 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  Mobile.  The  Pratt  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Co.,  it  is  rumored,  is  the  backer  of 
President  Hanson. 

1  he  Stouts  Mountain  Coal  Co.  has  secured 
an  important  coal  contract  in  Mexico,  and  is 
now  shipping  half  a  dozen  cars  of  Alabama  coal 
daily  to  Mexico  through  the  ports  of  Pensacola 
and  Vera  Cruz.  It  is  understood  that  the  contract 
runs  for  a  long  time  and  that  the  coal  has 
proven  so  satisfactory  that  a  good  market  for 
Alabama  coal  is  likely  to  be  opened  in  .Mexico 
and  the  West  Indies.  These  markets  have  for 
years  been  supplied  from  Wales,  the  English 
shippers  having  a  practical  monopoly.  Alabama 
operators  have  not  heretofore  made  any  very 
marked  efforts  to  enter  Mexico  and  the  coun- 
tries_  to  the  south  because  of  inadequate  shipping 
facilities. 

The  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.  has  taken  out  a 
building  permit  granting  them  permission  to 
erect  coal  sheds  and  other  improvements 
amounting  to  $60,000  at  their  Winter  street 
dock,  Superior,  Wis.  The  permit  was  granted 
by  City  Engineer  Banks  and  is  in  line  with 
the  extensive  improvements  that  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  now  has  under  way  at  the  dock  stated. 
Frankman  Brothers  &  Morris,  who  have  the 
contract  for  the  building  of  the  addition  to  the 
dock,  have  started  work  on  the  superstructure 
and  cxjiect  to  have  it  completed  during  the 
nionth  of  September.  The  machinery  will  be 
in  a  position  to  handle  some  of  the  late  lake 
shipments  of  coal  over  the  dock.  While  it  had 
been  planned  to  have  the  dock  in  working 
order  early  in  September,  the  inability  to  get 
the  principal  part  of  the  dredge  work  done 
until  some  time  after  the  contract  was  let  is 
said  to  have  led  up  to  the  delay. 

John  B.  Earl,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  loved 
citizens  of  Hopkins  county,  Ky.,  died  at  his 
home  at  Madisonville,  Ky.,  on  July  eighth.  The 
funeral  was  attended  by  many  of  the  county’s 
oldest  citizens.  Mr.  Earl  had  been  in  very  feeble 
health  for  more  than  two  years.  Earlington, 
one  of  the  busiest  industrial  towns  in  western 
Kentucky,  was  named  for  him,  and  he  was  in 
the  early  days  of  the  coal  industry  in  Hopkins 
county  largely  interested  in  the  pioneer  coal 
company  of  the  county,  the  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co. 
He  was  more  than  eighty-three  years  old  and 
had  spent  his  entire  life  in  Hopkins  county,  re¬ 
ceiving  what  education  he  could  in  the  primitive 
log  school  house.  He  afterward,  by  hard  per¬ 
sonal  study,  became  a  well  educated  man,  and 
was  admitted  as  a  lawyer  to  the  Madisonville 
bar  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  He  was  successful 
as  a  lawyer  and  a  financier,  and  actively  prac¬ 
ticed  his  profession  with  honor  and  in  the  strict¬ 
est  integrity,  until  his  health  failed  in  the  last 
years  of  his  life. 

People  who  believe  in  co-operation  are 
greatly  interested  in  the  Caledonia  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co.  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  all  the  stock  in 
which  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  work- 
incn  who  dig  the  coal.  The  company  has  been 
in  existence  but  a  few  months,  but  already  it 
has  forced  a  reduction  in  the  local  retail  price 
of  coal  from  $4.50  to  $3.50  a  ton.  Started 
with  a  membership  of  100  and  a  total  capital¬ 
ization  of  $50,000,  the  demand  for  coal  has 
been  so  great  as  to  necessitate  the  increasing 
of  the  membership  to  500  and  the  capital  to 
$350,000.  Some  time  after  it  was  in  full  opera¬ 
tion,  a  strike  of  coal  miners  closed  every 
other  mine  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  Only 
the  (Caledonia  kept  on  producing  to  its  full 
capacity  and — true  to  the  principles  its  owners 
profess — it  did  not  take  advantage  by  a  cent 
of  the  opportunity  to  raise  the  cost  of  coal. 
As  evidence  that  the  experiment  is  so  far 
greatly  successful,  it  is  stated,  that  recently 


the  Caledonia  has  leased  an  additional  five 
hundred  acres  of  coal  lands,  adjoining  its  pres¬ 
ent  lujldings,  and  is  already  at  work  putting 
down  new  shafts. 

The  Voughiogheny  and  Ohio  Coal  Co., 
which  owns  15,000  acres  of  the  finest  coal 
land  in  Belmont  county,  extending  from  Mar¬ 
tins  i''erry  to  Barton  and  four  producing  mines 
at  Barton  and  Glenns  run,  has  or  will  shortly 
acquire  the  mine  and  coal  land  of  the  company 
operating  at  Lafferty  .Station,  near  Flushing, 
Belmont  county,  Ohio,  and  the  price  to  be  paid 
will  approximate  $:i0,000.  The  sale  is  prob¬ 
ably  not  yet  made,  but  negotiations  are  so  far 
advanced  as  to  make  it  almost  certain  that 
eventually  the  Y.  &  O.  will  own  the  property. 
The  mine  is  just  opened  and  they  have  con¬ 
structed  an  especially  fine  steel  tipple  for  load¬ 
ing  purposes.  Besides  this  and  the  other  out¬ 
side  working,  there  are  several  hundred  acres 
of  valuable  coal  land  easy  of  development  by 
the  slope  method.  The  company  starting  the 
Lafferty  mine  was  largely  linanced  by  Colum¬ 
bus  capital,  and  among  the  stockholders  is 
Hon.  .M.  D.  Katchford,  Stale  labor  commis¬ 
sioner.  'Ihey  were  just  about  ready  to  begin 
operations.  Around  the  mine  a  new  town  of 
first-class  miners’  homes  are  being  built. 

A  deal  was  closed  Tuesdaj-  whereby  Michael 
Gallagher,  the  coal  ojierator  and  banker  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  takes  over  the  property 
of  the  O’Neill  Coal  Co.  at  Herrick  Station,  on 
the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  railroad,  about 
three  miles  from  Dillonvale,  Ohio.  The 
amount  involved,  according  to  Mr.  Gallagher, 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $75,000,  which  is 
considered  a  fair  price  for  the  property.  Mr. 
Gallagher  stated  that  the  tipple  and  mine  prop¬ 
erty  were  in  first-class  condition  and  ranked 
in  value  with  any  similar  mine  in  the  Fifth 
Ohio  Sub-district.  The  output  of  the  mine  is 
now  about  six  hundred  tons  daily,  and  this 
will  probably  be  doubled  when  the  improve¬ 
ments  are  completed.  Several  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  will  be  spent  in  building  fifty  or  sixty  new 
houses,  new  tipples  ;ind  the  employment  of 
new  and  modern  machinery.  This  work  will 
probably  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  miners 
and  operators  reach  an  agreement  and  the  scale 
is  signed.  The  property  involved  in  Tuesdaj'’s 
deal  besides  the  mine,  equipment  and  tipple, 
consists  of  between  200  and  250  acres  of  land 
underlaid  with  the  No.  8  seam  of  coal.  A 
valuable  piece  of  coal  land  containing  about 
six  hundred  acres,  owned  by  the  M.  A.  Hanna 
Coal  Co.,  is  located  immediate!}^  back  of  the 
O’Neill  (io.’s  plant.  It  is  understood  that  the 
two  properties  will  be  operated  jointly,  but 
whether  by  Mr.  Gallagher  or  by  the  M. 
Hanna  Goal  Co.,  has  not  been  announced. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Northwestern  Coal  Co.  has  filed  articles 
of  incorporation  at  Woodbridge,  N.  J..  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  of  which  $3,000 
is  paid  in.  The  following  hold  1,000  shares  of 
$1.00  each:  G.  W.  Dally.  Woodbridge;  C.  H. 
Abbott  and  Henry  P.  Walker,  of  New  York. 
The  purpose  of  the  company  is  to  buy,  sell 
and  operate  coal  fields. 

The  Scranton  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  Mining 
Co.  has  been  organized  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  and 
will  operate  within  four  miles  of  Pittsburg, 
III,  the  new  coal  town  in  Williamson  county. 
The  first  shaft  is  now  under  waj'  and  the  com¬ 
pany  hopes  to  open  a  rich  bituminous  mine. 
The  directors  of  the  Company  for  the  first 
year  are  James  M.  Thomas.  Oswold  Jones  and 
W.  C.  Cowles,  of  Scranton;  M.  M.  Williams 
and  D.  A.  \Villiams,  of  Tajdor;  Cyrus  Gray, 
of  Livingston  Manor,  N.  Y..  and  B.  Grajq  of 
Corry,  Pa. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Arrangements  have  been  completed  by  J.  W. 
Hawkins,  a  Pittsburg  capitalist,  to  open  up 
seven  hundred  acres  of  Freeport  vein  coal 
owned  by  him  a  short  distance  east  of  Derrv, 
Pa. 

Charles  M.  Schwab  i.s  negotiating  for  the 
purchase  of  4,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  northern 
Cambria  county.  Pa.,  owned  by  Barnes  & 
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Tucker,  Barnesboro.  The  tract  is  near  Barnes- 
boro  and  comprises  eleven  separate  operations. 
The  deal  involves  $1,500,000. 

The  Lackawanna  Coal  Co.  is  preparing  to 
spend  $100,000  in  the  improvement  of  the 
National  colliery,  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  which  was 
recently  purchased  from  W.  L.  Connell.  The 
breaker  is  to  be  rebuilt  upon  a  larger  scale, 
and  the  capacity  to  be  increased  to  200  tons 
an  hour. 

The  Pryor  Coal  Co.,  whose  stockholders  are 
all  Westmoreland  county.  Pa.,  capitalists,  has 
begun  preliminary  work  on  the  construction 
of  a  coal  town  for  several  thousand  people  near 
.A.vella,  in  Independence  township,  Washing¬ 
ton  county.  Pa.  The  company  recently  secured 
several  thousand  acres  of  ;coal  along  the 
Wabash  railroad  and  will  develop  it  at  once. 

Sparks  from  the  pipe  of  a  careless  smoker 
in  the  powder  house  of  the  Woodvale  shaft  of 
the  Rockhill  Coal  Co.,  near  Altoona,  Pa.,  last 
week  caused  an  explosion  in  which  four  men 
met  their  death  and  a  half  dozen  were  prob¬ 
ably  fatally  burned.  The  accident  was  the 
most  serious  in  the  history  of  the  mine,  which 
is  located  one  and  one-fourth  miles  from  Rob- 
ertsdale,  Huntington  county. 

S.  W.  Culver,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  capitalists  who  are  in¬ 
vesting  thousands  of  dollars  in  coal  lands  in 
the  Hazelton  district.  They  have  purchased 
from  the  Reeder  estate  at  Easton  the  aban¬ 
doned  Evans  colliery  at  Beaver  Meadows,  Pa., 
and  will  develop  the  veins  that  were  not 
touched  by  the  former  operators  of  the  place. 
A  breaker  costing  $75,000,  to  be  run  by  elec¬ 
tricity,  will  be  erected.  Nearly  100  houses  will 
be  put  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  em¬ 
ployes.  The  company  has  also  bought  400 
acres  of  land  at  Tank,  Pa.,  where  there  are 
good  coal  and  fire-clay  brick  deposits. 

The  largest  contract  ever  let  by  an  inde¬ 
pendent  coke  concern  has  been  given  by  the 
Thompson-Connellsville  Coke  Co.  to  John  R. 
Bennett,  of  Eairmont,  who  is  to  build  two 
plants,  each  of  400  ovens.  They  will  be  lo¬ 


cated  near  the  Oriental  and  Republic  works  in 
Redstone  and  Luzerne  townships,  where  the 
company  owns  1,600  acres  of  the  nine-foot 
Pittsburg  vein.  One  hundred  ovens  are  to  be 
built  at  each  plant  before  January  first,  1907. 
Contracts  have  also  been  let  for  two  shafts 
and  for  about  three  miles  of  railroad  to  con¬ 
nect  with  the  Dunlaps  Creek  branch  of  the 
Monongahela  railroad.  This  will  be  the  largest 
independent  coke  plant  in  the  world. 

The  prolonged  idleness  caused  by  strikes  in 
the  soft  coal  regions  this  year  has  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  markets  which  will  annually 
increase  the  output  of  anthracite  10,000,000 
tons,  according  to  the  statements  of  some  of 
the  operators.  The  fact  that  the  anthracite 
market  was  overrun  9,000,000  tons  by  the  op¬ 
erators  in  anticipation  of  a  strike  this  sum¬ 
mer,  and  yet  that  there  is  little  coal  in  the 
storage  yards  now  is  taken  as  conclusive  evi¬ 
dence  that  hard  coal  is  making  big  inroads  on 
the  bituminous  business.  The  strike  in  many 
of  the  soft  coal  districts  has  enabled  hard  coal 
dealers  to  recapture  markets  which  they  lost 
in  the  big  strike  in  1902  and  previous  strikes 
extending  back  twenty-five  years,  and  they 
confidently  count  on  holding  the  new  trade. 

The  Crystal  Ridge  breaker  and  colliery 
buildings,  near  Hazleton,  Pa.,  were  destroyed 
by  fire  one  day  last  week,  entailing  a  monetary 
loss  of  $60,000,  which  is  fully  covered  by  in¬ 
surance.  The  breaker  was  used  as  a  tipple  for 
the  coal  taken  from  the  Cranberry  mine,  and 
here  prepared  for  market.  The  sixty  sets  of 
men  employed  in  the  Crystal  Ridge  mine  were 
in  no  danger.  They  got  out  through  the  Cran¬ 
berry  operations.  The  destruction  of  the 
breaker  will  not  cause  idleness  among  many 
men.  Instead  of  hoisting  the  coal  from  the 
strippings  and  mine  over  the  old  breaker,  the 
company  will  immediately  make  arrangements 
to  take  the  coal  underground  by  another 
method  to  Cranberry,  where  the  entire  output 
of  the  Pardee  operations  is  handled.  The 
Crystal  Ridge  breaker  was  one  of  the  oldest 
in  the  region.  It  was  built  in  1876  and  for 
years  was  among  the  most  productive  in  the 


Lehigh  field.  Since  1892,  when  the  Cranberry 
breaker,  destroyed  by  fire  during  that  winter, 
was  rebuilt.  Crystal  Ridge  had  been  practically 
nothing  more  than  a  hoisting  slope. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Co.  is  going  to  sink  im¬ 
mediately  a  test  hole  at  its  Jimtown  coke 
works,  on  the  Hickman  Run  branch  railroad, 
near  Dawson,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
if  the  Kittanning  coal  vein  can  be  found.  They 
hope  to  reach  it  at  the  depth  of  about  800 
feet,  but  the  man  who  has  been  given  the  con¬ 
tract  for  putting  down  the  hole  has  orders  to 
go  down  900  feet.  Cores  will  be  taken  from 
all  the  coal  stratas  through  which  the  drill 
may  pass.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the,  company, 
if  the  Kittanning  vein  should  be  found,  to  sink 
a  shaft  and  work  both  that  vein  and  the  Free¬ 
port  vein,  which  lies  about  300  feet  higher. 
The  vein  of  Connellsville  coal  from  which  the 
Jimtown  plant  has  been  supplied  is  exhausted 
there  and  the  plant  will  have  to  be  abandoned 
unless  it  should  be  practicable  to  develop  the 
Kittanning  and  Freeport  veins.  And  the  de¬ 
termination  of  this  practicability  is  believed 
to  be  the  underlying  motive  of  the  test  hole  at 
Jimtown. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Southern  Anthracite  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Clarksville,  Ark.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $100,000,  of  which  $60,000  has  been 
subscribed.  The  officers  are  R.  A.  Dowdy, 
president;  J.  W.  Lemley,  vice-president;  J.  A. 
Dowdy,  secretary,  and  A.  W.  Reagan,  treas¬ 
urer. 

The  Diversified  Mineral  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.  The  company 
proposes  to  own  mines  and  conduct  a  general 
mining  business  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  The 
officers  and  directors  of  the  company  are: 
Henry  C.  Loeb,  president;  Maurice  Erdreich, 
vice-president  and  secrctarj',  and  Louis  Gel- 
ders.  treasurer. 
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COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5eckett  Sareea  Co.,  Pre- 
dOBla,N.Y..are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonla,  N.Y. 
We  hare  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  8CAEEN  CO. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN  ANTHRAm?E-COKE-  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  “  LOPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Buck  Tlountaln”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  Gas 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  Latrohe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Kail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  K.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 
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Black  Tiiamond* s  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  ^  ♦  u  ix’  J 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Kentucky  Coal  Mining  Co., 
representing  Dayton,  Ohio,  capital, 
has  bought  the  coal  rights  under 
3,000  acres  of  land  near  Waverly, 
Union  county,  Ky.  'I'he  company 
has  also  purchased  forty-seven 
acres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  Railroad,  and  will  sink 
a  shaft  at  once. 

The  Birmingham  Iron  Co.  will 
extend  the  capacity  of  its  busi¬ 
ness  by  the  addition  of  another 
large  and  modernly  e(|uipped  coke 
oven  battery,  which  it  has  been  de¬ 
cided  to  loeatc  at  .Short  Creek, 
Ala.  The  contract  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  new  ovens  has  al¬ 
ready  been  let,  the  award  going  to^ 
the  Oak  Hill  Marble  Works,  and 
work  will  be  started  as  soon  as 
the  necessary  men  and  materials 
can  be  placed  upon  the  ground. 
The  new  ovens  will  be  constructed 
at  the  No.  3  mines  at  Short  Creek 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
coal  supply  will  be  sul'ficient.  The 
new  ovens  will  be  constructed  by 
the  latest  and  most  improved  man¬ 
ner  at  a  cost  of  about  $50,000. 

A  joint  Louisville  &  Nashville 
and  Southern  Railway  extension 
into  the  Clear  Fork  coal  fields  has 
been  completed,  and  one  of  the 
most  extensive  undeveloped  coal 
fields  in  Kentucky  opened.  The 
railroad  is  sixteen  miles  long,  be¬ 
ginning  at  Jellico  and  terminating 
in  Bell  county,  near  the  Tennes¬ 
see  border.  The  two  railroad  com¬ 
panies  waged  a  vigorous  warfare 
over  rights  of  way  into  the  Clear 
Fork  country,  but  the  matter  was 


c6mpromised,  and  the  two  systems 
will  operate  the  single  line.  There 
is  also  a  project  under  way  for  the 
building  (»f  a  thirty-mile  railway 
from  S(jmerset,  \Vayne  county,  to 
Corbin,  Whiteley  county.  It  will 
connect  the  Queen  &  Crescent  with 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  new 
and  undeveloped  coal  lields  will 
be  opened. 

'J'he  Interior  &  West  Virginia 
Railroad  Co.  has  been  chartered  in 
West  Virginia  to  build  a  line  about 
<jnc  hundred  miles  long  from  a 
l)oint  near  J’otts  Creek,  Craig 
county,  Va.,  through  Monroe 
county  to  the  boundary  of  Giles 
County,  W.  Va.  It  is  said  the  new 
line  will  be  identified  with  the 
Norfolk  &  Western.  It  will  oi)en 
tin  new  territory  with  vast  deitosits 
of  coal  and  large  timber  growth. 

The  Nebo  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Nebo,  Ky.,  has  made  arrangements 
to  build  a  new  town  about  three 
miles  south  of  Madisonville,  where 
it  has  purchased  several  hundred 
acres  of  coal  rights.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  now  drilling  for  coal,  and 
a  contract  will  be  let  immediately 
for  the  erection  of  about  sixty 
houses.  The  town  will  be  so  situ¬ 
ated  as  to  afford  convenient  ship¬ 
ping  facilities,  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  railroad  passing  the 
mines. 

The  Cumberland  Corporation, 
the  recently  organized  holding 
company  for  the  Clinchfield  Coal 
Co.,  of  Virginia,  and  the  South  & 
Western  Railway,  of  which  the  coal 
company  owns  the  control,  has 
sold  $15,000,000  of  six-year  5  per 
cent  notes.  The  proceeds  will  be 


used  to  complete  the  South  & 
Western  Railway  to  a  connection 
with  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  at 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C.  The  road 
runs  at  present  from  Johnson  City, 
4'enn.,  to  Spruce  Pine,  .N.  C.,  a 
distance  of  sixty-four  miles.  With 
the  extension  a  new  outlet  will  be 
made  for  the  Clinchfiehl  coal  at 
the  cost  of  building  less  than  fifty 
miles  of  new  railroad.  The  Clinch- 
field  Co.  owns  acres  of  bi¬ 

tuminous  coal  lands  in  Virginia 
on  the  line  of  the  Norff>lk  &  \Vest- 
ern  Railroad,  and  has  (nher  hold¬ 
ings  of  coal  lands  in  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  fields,  which  bring  the  total 
acreage  up  to  abf)ut  300,000  acres. 
The  new  holding  corporatitm’s 
capital  comprises  $35,000,000  of  0 
per  cent  preferred  stock,  all  paid 
in,  and  $35,000,000  common  stock. 
Besides  the  ownership  of  the 
Clinchfield  Co.  and  the  South  & 
Western  Railway,  the  company 
owns  a  block  of  the  Seaboard 
Railroad’s  stock.  The  buyers  of 
the  notes  are  Speyer  &  Co.,  Blair 
&  Co.,  and  the  Old  Colony  Trust 
Co. 

Several  hundred  thousand  dollars 
are  now  being  expended  in  coal 
developments  in  the  new  Clear 
Fork  mining  country,  opened  by  the 
sixteen-mile  railroad  constructed 
jointly  by  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Southern  systems,  which  be¬ 
gins  at  Jellico  and  penetrates  the  entire 
Clear  Fork  river  valley.  The  cen¬ 
ter  of  activity  is  twenty  miles 
south  of  here.  Several  big  plants 
are  being  installed  and  others  are 
being  gotten  in  readiness  for  ship¬ 
ments.  The  construction  of  rail¬ 
road  sidings,  tramways,  inclines 


and  tipples  is  proceeding  at  a 
rajjid  rate,  and  when  the  country  is 
more  fully  developed,  an  immense 
coal  tonnage  will  come  down  the 
valley.  At  the  head  of  the  rail¬ 
road  in  Bell  county  the  Clear  Fork 
Coal  &  Coke  Cf>.  has  just  com- 
|)letcd  a  modern  plant.  The  Pru- 
den  Coal  Co.  has  also  eejuipped 
mines  on  a  modern  scale  near  the 
head  of  the  valley.  A  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  terminus  the 
Clear  Fork  Co.  and  the  Straight 
Creek  Coal  Co.  have  finished 
plants.  .\11  four  will  begin  ship¬ 
ments  within  a  few  days.  The 
.•\merican  .Association,  an  English 
syndicate,  has  invested  several 
hundred  thousand  dollars  iji  coal 
lands  in  the  Clear  Fork  region. 
Along  the  new  Cumberland  rail- 
roafl,  a  ten-mile  coal  line,  begin¬ 
ning  near  this  city  and  penetrating 
the  Brush  Creek  valley,  extensive 
shipments  arc  under  way.  Two 
big  plants  have  already  been  in¬ 
stalled  and  two  additional  new 
operations  are  planned.  A  million 
dollars  probably  represents  the 
present  investments  in  that  terri¬ 
tory.  Throughout  the  Knox- 
Whitley-Belle  mining  country  ac¬ 
tivity  in  opening  mines  is  unprece¬ 
dented.  The  two-million  ton  mark 
was  reached  in  these  counties  last 
year  and  new  mines  put  into  op¬ 
eration  this  year  will  greatly  in¬ 
crease  the  amount.  During  the 
past  winter  the  strikes  in  the 
northern  coal  fields  have  opened 
new  markets  for  Kentuck}'  coal  in 
the  North,  many  long  term  con¬ 
tracts  with  Northern  dealers  and 
consumers  having  been  entered 
into. 
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General  Review 

With  the  exception  of  certain  restricted  areas,  niidsuninicr  dull¬ 
ness  has  the  coal  markets  of  the  country  in  its  grip.  In  most  sections 
very  little  business  is  being  done  beyond  the  meeting  of  actual  cur¬ 
rent  requirements  for  immediate  consumption,  which  naturally  :s 
comparatively  small  at  this  season. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  has  fallen 
off  considerably  from  that  which  ])revailed  during  July,  not,  how¬ 
ever,  to  an  extent  greater  than  what  would  ])robably  be  considered 
normal  for  the  season,  August  usually  being  the  dullest  month  of  the 
twelve  in  this  market.  While  the  demand  has  decreased,  production 
has  thus  far  been  maintained  and  is  said  to  be  well  up  toward  full 
capacity  at  the  collieries.  Unless  there  is  a  change  in  this  respect, 
or  unless  there  is  a  radical  increase  in  the  demand  from  interior 
points,  there  will  soon  be  a  large  accumulation  of  stock  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  New  York.  In  the  long  run  such  an  accumulation  would 
be  an  advantage,  as  it  would  facilitate  deliveries  when  the  rush  of  the 
fall  business  sets  in. 

New  England  ports,  both  on  the  sound  and  further  east,  are 
taking  an  increased  volume  of  steam  sizes,  hut  otherwise  small  sizes 
are  not  being  absorbed  in  proportion  to  the  domestic  sizes.  The  all¬ 
rail  trade,  which  for  several  weeks  has  been  one  of  the  main  supports 
of  the  eastern  market,  is  now  sharing  in  the  general  dullness. 

In  Buffalo  and  tributary  territory  the  anthracite  market  is  re¬ 
ported  as  more  active  than  on  the  seaboard,  but  it  is  not  especially 
strong.  Shipments  by  the  lakes  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  are  holding 
steady  at  about  eighty  thousand  tons  per  week.  A  preponderance  of 
the  shipments  at  present  are  being  consigned  to  Lake  Michigan  ports. 

A  considerable  proportion  of  the  all-rail  shipments  of  anthracite 
to  destinations  in  the  west  is  moving  directly  to  consignees  in  smaller 
cities  and  towns.  At  the  larger  centers,  with  few  exceptions,  the  trade 
continues  in  the  same  lifeless  condition  which  it  has  manifested  dur¬ 
ing  the  most  of  the  summer.  Consumers  have  not  yet  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  purchasing  of  supplies  for  the  winter,  and  stocks  in  the 
hands  of  retailers  seem  to  be  fully  adequate  for  all  demands.  In  Chi¬ 
cago  the  retail  trade  is  very  light,  which  means  small  purchases  by 
the  retail  dealers,  as  because  of  their  proximity  to  the  storage  supplies 
at  the  docks  they  seldom  lay  in  a  supply  in  advance. 

Eeceipts  at  the  Chicago  docks  have  not  yet  begun  to  be  at  all 
heavy,  ranging  at  the  present  time  under  rather  than  over  twenty-five 
thousand  tons  per  week. 

The  eastern  bituminous  coal  trade  continues  in  the  same  listless 
condition  which  has  characterized  it  for  some  time.  The  demand 
takes  occasional  spurts  for  a  few  days,  but  quickly  drops  back  to  its 
former  level,  and  little  improvement  is  anticipated  for  some  time. 
Shipments  by  water  through  Long  Island  sound  and  other  shoal 
water  ports  are  fairly  active,  but  otherwise  business  by  water  is  as 
dull  as  in  the  all-rail  trade.  Vessel  freights  are  showing  an  upward 
tendency.  In  spite  of  the  slackness  of  trade,  prices  for  most  grades 
of  bituminous  coal  are  being  well  sustained  in  the  east. 

Question  of  Car  Supply  Becoming  Serious. 

Both  east  and  west  the  question  of  car  supply  is  rapidly  coming 
to  the  front  and  promises  to  he  a  serious  feature  in  the  near  future. 
Traffic  managers  of  important  roads  in  all  parts  of  the  country  are 
quoted  as  giving  the  same  reason  in  partial  explanation— namely, 
that  when  the  strikes  curtailed  shipments  of  coal  their  cars  were  ])ut 
to  other  uses  and  were  permitted  to  become  scattered  over  other  lines, 
and  that  thus  far  they  have  been  unable  to  get  them  back  onto  their 
own  lines.  If  this  explanation  were  offered  by  only  a  few  roads,  it 
would  seem  very  possible,  but  as  it  is  offered  very  generally,  one  would 
suppose  that  there  would  be  a  resulting  balance  of  conditions;  other¬ 
wise,  it  is  something  of  a  puzzle  to  tell  where  the  thousands  of  cars 
are.  The  more  probable  explanation  of  a  car  shortage  so  early  in 
August,  in  advance  of  the  regularly  expected  fall  movement  of  farm 
products,  is  to  be  found  in  the  great  and  continuous  prosperity  of 


of  tKe  Markets. 

practically  every  manufacturing  induslry.  Those  industries  produce 
a  class  of  freight  much  more  remunerative  to  the  railroads  than  tlie 
carrying  of  coal,  and  therefore  the  distribution  to  the  mines  is  largely 
limited  to  cars  which  can  not  well  be  used  in  more  profitable  traffic. 
Another  cause  for  car  shortage,  limited  to  the  roads  serving  the  mines- 
to-Lake-Erie  trade,  is  the  result  of  the  contiiuK'd  vessel  shortage, 
many  hundreds  of  cars  being  tied  u])  at  the  lake  ])orts  waitiim^  for 
v('ssels  to  be  secured  for  loading  with  coal  at  the  docks. 

Advance  in  Lake  Freight  Rates. 

Beports  from  Cleveland,  Toledo,  Detroit  and  the  other  Lake  Erie 
ports  show  no  improvement  in  the  situation  regarding  the  supply  of 
vessels  for  transporting  coal  to  upper  lake  docks.  As  predicted  last 
week  in  The  Black  Diamond,  the  continued  offering  of  premiums 
has  resulted  in  a  formal  advance  of  vessel  freight  rates,  which  arc  now 
fixed  at  forty  cents  per  ton  to  Lake  Superior  points  and  fifty  cents  to 
Lake  Michigan  points.  As  these  were  the  rates  already  largely  pre¬ 
vailing  under  the  premium  system,  little  effect  could  be  expeete(i  from 
the  announcement  of  the  new  rates  so  far  as  resulting  in  greater 
willingness  on  the  part  of  vessel  owners  to  accept  coal  cargoes  is 
concerned.  At  least  another  ten  cents  advance  will  be  required  to 
accomplish  this. 

Prosperity  continues  unabated  in  the  coal  fields  of  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  West  Virginia  and  Ohio.  Many  of  the  mines  are  .‘fold  up 
and  many  others  so  nearly  so  that  they  accept  orders  only  at  satis¬ 
factory  prices  and  subject  to  advances  in  price  before  the  time  of 
shipment. 

The  mines  are  being  worked  to  the  fidlest  capacity  permitted  hy 
the  shortage  of  miners  and  other  laborers  and  by  the  limited  car 
supply  on  most  of  the  roads,  but  notably  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and 
the  Norfolk  &  Western. 

Some  fears  have  been  felt  that  the  market  would  show  a  decline 
when  the  Pittsburg  vein  mines  resumed,  but  their  output  has  thus  far 
been  rapidly  absorbed  with  absolutely  no  apparent  ill  effect  upon 
market  conditions.  With  the  settlement  in  the  Coshocton  district  the 
strike  area  of  Ohio  becomes  limited  to  the  Massillon  district,  where 
the  conferees  have  thus  far  been  unable  to  reach  an  agreement. 

Both  furnace  and  foundry  coke  are  in  such  heavy  demand  that 
the  ovens  are  far  behind  in  their  orders,  with  ])riees  stiffly  maintained 
at  a  high  level. 

While  no  material  change  has  yet  taken  ])Iace,  several  indications 
point  to  an  improvement  in  the  conditions  of  the  western  bituminous 
market,  and  a  somewhat  more  hopeful  tone  is  therefore  prevalent.  D(‘- 
mand  has  increased  slightly;  prices,  while  low,  arc  firmer,  and  tben' 
is  a  marked  decrease  in  the  amount  of  consignment  coal  sent  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  other  leading  markets.  Illinois  operators  are  producing 
about  the  same  tonnage  as  for  some  weeks  past,  but  there  has  been 
a  further  curtailment  in  the  Indiana  field,  many  of  the  mines  being 
entirely  shut  down  for  the  present. 

The  change  of  judgment  as  to  the  future  of  the  market,  as  vi('wed 
by  the  operators  in  the  westem  hituminous  field  is  in  no  way  more 
clearly  shown  than  by  their  attitude  in  the  matier  of  eoniracts.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  lowe.st  depression,  when  (humirrage  coal  had  creat('d 
a  state  of  complete  demoralization,  many  feared  that  a  prolonged 
continuance  of  low  current  prices  would  lead  to  a  slump  in  the  liasis 
of  contract  quotations.  Consumers  expected  this  result,  and  luLl 
back  fiom  the  actual  closing  of  contracts  for  the  year,  or  demanded 
a  material  reduction,  which,  in  many  cases,  was  granted.  Now  there 
is  a  conqffete  reversal.  Operators  are  utterly  indifferent  as  to  the 
acceptance  of  their  outstanding  proi)ositions,  and  are  instructing  their 
salesmen  not  to  go  after  any  new  business  at  present  rates.  Con¬ 
sumers  who  do  not  close  during  the  present  week  will  probably  find 
tbeinsolves  up  "against  a  decided  advaiUH*  all  along  the  lini'.  Some 
operators  whose  bids  name  a  definite  date  for  aeee|itance  liii\e  already 
announeed  that  the  time  limit  will  not  l)e  extemleil. 
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Oi'KiCE  OF  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  August  9. 

'I'he  somewhat  increased  demand  for  western 
l)ituminous  coal  which  first  made  itself  felt 
about  the  first  of  the  month  has  continued  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week,  although  no  additional 
strength  has  developed.  The  operators,  how¬ 
ever,  have  not  permitted  themselves  to  base 
exaggerated  expectations  upon  this  moderate  in¬ 
crease  in  demand,  hut  have  held  production  at 
about  the  volume  previously  maintained.  The 
result  has  been  a  gradual  cleaning  up  of  the 
serious  accumulation  of  car-service  coal  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  so  that  at  the  present  time  the  local  market 
has  ceased  to  regard  such  coal  as  a  serious 
menace.  At  the  same  time  it  is  not  to  be  under¬ 
stood  that  demurrage  coal  is  not  to  be  found, 
and  that,  too,  in  altogether  too  large  a  quantity 
in  Chicago.  The  fact  is  simply  as  stated,  that  the 
situation  in  this  regard  is  greatly  improved  over 
that  of  the  past  few  weeks. 

More  Hopeful  Tone  Is  Prevalent. 

The  general  tone  of  the  market  is  decidedly 
different  from  that  which  has  been  reported  dur¬ 
ing  the  most  of  the  summer  months.  Sales 
agents  and  jobbers  are  beginning  to  take  a 
fairly  cheerful  view  of  the  outlook,  believing 
that  the  near  future  will  develop  a  largely  in¬ 
creased  demand  and  that  at  entirely  satisfactory 
prices.  Based  upon  this  belief,  the  general  atti¬ 
tude  is  one  of  patient  waiting  for  the  full  turn 
of  the  tide  with  a  great  indisposition  to  sell  coal 
at  sacrifice  prices.  The  explanation  of  this  atti¬ 
tude  is  based  particularly  upon  the  increase  in 
demand  and  the  decrease  in  demurrage  coal, 
but  also  upon  the  expectation  that  .a  serious 
shortage  in  the  supply  of  cars  is  impending  and 
that  at  an  earlier  date  than  in  past  years. 
There  seems  to  be  good  ground  that  this  expec¬ 
tation  will  be  fully  realized. 

Reports  from  the  traffic  managers  of  western 
railroads  give  strong  support  to  this  opinion. 
“General  merchandise  is  moving  in  unprece¬ 
dented  volume  and  shows  no  signs  of  abating. 
There  is  now  more  freight  in  sight  than  can  be 
handled  promptly,  although  this  is  what  is 
usually  termed  the  dull  season.  Manufacturers 
say  there  is  a  splendid  demand  for  everything 
and  expect  no  slacking  of  pace  for  many 
months.”  With  industries  in  all  lines  keyed  to 
such  a  pitch  complaints  of  manufacturers  of 
inability  to  get  cars  promptly  are  numerous. 
In  the  effort  to  meet  this  demand  to  the  fullest 
possible  extent  many  classes  of  freight  ordinarily 
shipped  in  box  cars,  but  which  can  stand  ex¬ 
posure  to  the  weather,  are  now  being  shipped  on 
flat  cars,  thereby  reducing  the  supply  of  the 
latter. 

Cars  Diverted  to  Lumber  Trade. 

A  representative  of  one  of  the  large  systems 
stated  in  further  explanation  that  during  the 
strike  period  every  available  coal  car  on  his 
line  was  diverted  to  the  lumber  trade  of  the 
south,  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  these  cars 
have  not  yet  been  returned,  and  probably  will 
not  be  for  some  time.  An  official  of  another 
system  states  that  with  his  line  the  shortage  is 
now  becoming  almost  a  universal  condition,  and 
it  is  with  great  difficulty  that  traffic  blockades 
are  diverted.  With  these  conditions  existing, 
and  increasing  in  intensity,  the  only  reason  that 
the  coal  trade  has  not  felt  the  effects  is  to  be 
found  in  the  very  light  demand  for  coal  which 
has  thus  far  prevailed,  but  the  moment  that  the 
demand  for  coal  becomes  heavy  the  question  of 
car  supply  will  be  a  serious  one. 


Springfield  coal  shows  a  somewhat  increased 
demand  for  prepared  sizes  and  a  fairly  strong 
demand  for  screenings.  The  amount  of  avail¬ 
able  demurrage  coal  has  been  so  largely  reduced 
that  it  is  not  producing  an  especially  depressing 
effect  upon  prices  for  shipment  from  the  mines. 
The  prevailing  scale  of  market  quotations  is  low, 
although  somewhat  higher  than  a  week  ago.  A 
comparison  of  prices  obtained  by  different  deal¬ 
ers  shows  a  considerable  range,  but  probably 
most  of  the  sales  have  been  made  within  the 
following  limits,  with  a  stronger  tendency  than 
a  week  ago  toward  the  maximums  which  in 
some  cases  have  been  exceeded  in  a  slight  de¬ 
gree  :  screenings,  60@70c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  80@ 
85c  f.  o.  h.  the  mine,  or  $1.55@l.GO  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  prepared  sizes,  $1.20@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $1.95@2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  operators  in  this  field  have  in  some  in¬ 
stances  had  more  difficulty  in  securing  cars  than 
for  some  time  past.  Contract  business  has  not 
yet  shown  signs  of  increasing  activity  and  large 
buyers  apparently  believe  that  the  bottom  has  not 
yet  been  reached.  This  idea  is  doubtless  a  de¬ 
lusion  and  the  time  is  close  at  hand  when  they 
will  find  it  impossible  to  secure  from  the  pro¬ 
ducers  as  favorable  figures  as  can  be  bad  at  the 
present  time. 

The  demand  for  Carterville  coal  shows  only 
about  the  same  moderate  increase  that  has  been 
felt  by  the  producers  in  the  central  Illinois  field. 
Prepared  sizes,  and  especially  washed  coals,  are 
moving  much  more  freely  than  six-inch  lump, 
which  is  almost  a  drug  on  the  market.  Screen¬ 
ings  are  in  good  demand,  but  do  not  bring  as 
good  returns  as  in  the  case  of  Springfield  screen¬ 
ings  on  account  of  the  handicap  in  the  freight 
differential.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  do  not 
differ  materially  from  those  quoted  above  for  the 
Springfield  product. 

The  northern  Illinois  field  in  its  country  busi¬ 
ness  has  felt  a  stronger  increase  in  demand  than 
other  operations  of  the  state.  It  has  also  a  con¬ 
siderable  portion  of  its  contract  business  closed, 
although  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  many  con¬ 
sumers  are  still  laboring  under  the  delusion  that 
they  will  be  able  to  do  better  later.  Most  out¬ 
standing  propositions  to  furnish  coal  on  con¬ 
tract  have  a  time  limit  fixed  at  August  four¬ 
teenth,  and  from  the  present  outlook  it  is  en¬ 
tirely  improbable  that  this  limit  will  be  exended. 
Contracts  closed  after  that  date  will  most  cer¬ 
tainly  be  at  a  higher  scale  of  prices  than  those 
now  offered. 

Indiana  Coal  in  Light  Demand. 

Chicago  representatives  of  the  Indiana  field 
are  moving  very  conservatively  in  the  matter 
of  seeking  business,  declining  to  swell  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  trade  to  the  detriment  of  prices.  The 
market,  therefore,  is  firm,  but  very  light.  The 
market  for  Indiana  coals  outside  of  Chicago  is 
developing  only  a  fair  demand,  due  to  receiving 
the  bulk  of  the  output  of  these  mines  during 
the  past  two  months  and  so  having  become 
quite  well  stocked  up. 

Reports  indicate  that  in  furtherance  of  the 
policy  of  “fair  profits  or  no  coal”  a  considerable 
number  of  Indiana  mines  are  entirely  shut  down. 
This  is  said  to  be  true  of  over  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  mines  in  Sullivan  county. 

Prices  current  for  Sullivan  and  Greene  county 
coals  on  which,  however,  some  discounts  are 
given,  are  about  as  follows :  Screenings,  75@S0c  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.55@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
run  of  mine,  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$I.80@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter 
lump,  $1.20@1.30  f.  o.  b. 'the  mine  or  $2.00@2.10 


f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four  inch  egg,  $1.45@1.55  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Eastern  Bituminous  Coals  are  Strong. 

The  strength  of  the  western  market  for  the 
more  eastern  bituminous  coals  continues  undi¬ 
minished.  All-rail  supplies  to  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  are  far  lighter  than  the  demand,  local  job¬ 
bers  having  great  difficulty  in  so  apportioning 
the  supplies  received  as  to  meet  the  most  press¬ 
ing  needs  of  their  trade.  Light  supply  of  cars 
at  the  mines  is  a  contributing  cause,  but  the 
chief  reason  for  the  light  movement  in  all-rail 
coal  is  the  backward  state  of  shipments  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  northwestern  trade  by  way  of  the  Lake 
Erie  ports  and  the  great  lakes. 

Hopes  cherished  in  some  quarters  that  the 
shortage  in  vessel  supply  would  prove  to  be 
only  temporary  have  been  proven  entirely 
futile  during  the  past  week.  As  reported  in 
the  last  two  issues  of  The  Black  Diamond,  a 
premium  of  ten  cents  per  ton  above  regular 
freight  rates  was  freely  offered.  This  practice 
became  so  general  that  early  in  the  present  week 
the  vessel  freight  rate  was  formally  advanced 
to  forty  cents  per  ton  for  Lake  Superior  ports 
and  fifty  cents  a  ton  for  Lake  Michigan  ports. 
Even  with  this  advance  many  vessel  owners  are 
reluctant  about  taking  cargoes  of  coal,  still 
claiming  that  there  is  more  money  to  be  made 
by  returning  up  the  lakes  light,  and  confining 
their  carrying  to  ore  shipments  eastward  bound. 
It  is  freely  predicted  that  another  ten  cents  will 
have  to  be  added  to  each  of  the  rates  before 
the  difficulty  of  persuading  vessel  men  to  accept 
coal  cargoes  will  be  removed.  Even  then  it  is 
probable  that  the  total  vessel  supply  will  not  be 
adequate  to  meet  all  demand. 

Smokeless  Coals  Advance  in  Price. 

The  market  for  West  Virginia  smokeless 
coals  is  more  than  firm,  some  of  the  mines  being 
entirely  sold  up  and  all  of  them  overburdened 
with  orders.  Nut  and  slack  sold  freely  at  the 
mines  at  $1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  strong  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
tbe  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  ten  cents  over  these  prices  already 
announced  for  September  first,  the  advanced 
price  to  apply  to  all  shipments  not  actually  made 
in  August.  The  heavy  demand  in  proportion  to 
the  supply  is  for  lump  and  egg  on  which  the 
circular  price  is  $1.50  at  the  mine,  but  the 
premium  which  it  is  necessary  to  pay  above 
circular  has  now  advanced  so  that  these  sizes 
are  selling  at  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.80  @3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  even  at  these 
prices  orders  are  accepted  only  with  the  express 
stipulation  that  if  shipment  can  not  be  rnade 
before  September  first  the  price  then  prevailing 
will  have  to  be  paid.  No  announcement  has  yet 
been  made  as  to  the  September  price,  but  it  is 
certain  to  be  not  less  than  $2.00  at  the  mine. 

Splint  coals  are  likewise  in  heavy  demand,  the 
requirements  for  the  dock  business  being  as 
heavy  as  ever  and  all-rail  requirements  being 
on  the  increase.  Inch-and-a-half  standard  Kan¬ 
awha  lump  was  quoted  at  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Winifrede  splint  is  in 
strong  demand  at  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with 
supplies  from  the  mines  barely  keeping  up  with 
requirements  of  the  trade. 

Supply  of  Youghiogheny  Coal  Inadequate. 

You.ghiogheny  gas  coal  in  the  Chicago  market 
has  two  strong  characteristics  at  the  present  time 
— decreasing  supply  and  increasing  demand,  one 
large  dealer  stating  that  his  orders  on  hand 
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for  immediate  delivery  call  for  four  times  the 
tonnage  which  he  has  on  the  road.  Three- 
quarter  inch  Youghiogheny  lump  is  quoted  at 
$1.25@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15@3.20  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  run-of-mine,  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  coal  is  in  stronger  demand  locally, 
with  an  inadequate  supply,  the  mines  being  over¬ 
run  with  orders  from  both  all  rail  and  lake 
trade.  Current  quotations  remain  on  about  the 
same  basis  as  they  have  been  for  a  week  or  two 
past.  The_  resumption  of  work  in  the  Pittsburg 
eighth-vein  district  is  felt  locally  as  well  as  else¬ 
where  by  the  heavy  demand  for  this  product. 
It  is  quoted  at  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Chicago  demand  for  Hocking  coal  re¬ 
mains  light,  most  of  the  coal  consumers  being 
of  the  class  who  do  not  lay  in  stocks  of  coal 
much  in  advance  of  actual  needs.  The  urgent 
demand  from  the  northwest,  however,  is  keeping 


the  mines  running  at  fullest  capacity,  so  that 
prices  are  absolutely  firm  on  the  prices  quoted 
in  the  August  circular,  which  are  as  follows : 

f.  o.  b.  f.  o.  b. 


mine.  Chicago. 

Domestic  lump  . $1.50  $3.15 

Three-quarter-inch  screened  lump  .  1.40  3.05 

Run-of-mine  .  115  2.80 

Domestic  nut  .  1.00  2.65 

Pea . 85  2.50 

Nut,  pea  and  slack  . 75  2.40 

Coarse  slack  . 50  2.15 


To  the  above  quoted  prices  ten  cents  per  ton  is 
to  he  added  when  shipment  is  made  in  box  cars. 

Demand  for  Coke  Continues  Heavy. 

The  western  coke  market  is  sharing  in  the 
prosperity  reported  as  prevailing  with  this 
product  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  Prices 
are  firm  and  in  some  instances  sufficient  sup¬ 


plies  have  been  hard  to  obtain  on  account  of  a 
scarcity  of  labor  at  the  ovens,  it  being  reported 
that  from  this  cause  the  [iroduction  has  fallen 
off  twenty-five  per  cent  from  that  of  two  weeks 
ago  in  spite  of  the  most  strenuous  efforts  of  the 
operators  to  secure  additional  help.  Connells- 
ville  furnace  coke  is  quoted  at  $2.G5@2.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens  or  $5.30@5.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Con- 
nellsville  foundry  coke  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens 
or  $5.65  f.  (X  b.  Chicago ;  Wise  county  coke 
$3.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
Pocahontas  coke  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  state  of  the  anthracite  trade  in  the  west 
shows  no  new  developments.  Movement  of  the 
product  to  this  and  other  western  markets  con¬ 
tinues  light,  with  the  demand  light  both  locally 
and  in  outside  territory,  with  the  exception  of 
those  points  which  take  the  through  rate  from 
Buffalo,  without  breaking  bulk  at  Chicago;  this 
business  continues  brisk. 


Market  and  Trade  M[ews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  August  9. 

The  Pittsburg  district  occupies  a  peculiar  po¬ 
sition  in  the  coal  and  coke  industry  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  East  and  west  of  this  section  the  state 
of  the  market,  according  to  reliable  reports,  is 
in  a  more  or  less  unsatisfactory  state.  In  the 
Pittsburg  district  the  reverse  is  the  case.  It  is 
not  our  province  to  theorize  or  to  venture 
opinions  at  random,  but  from  what  has  come 
under  our  observation  and  from  the  opinions 
given  us  by  old  coal  operators  here,  Pittsburg 
deserves  the  better  part  of  the  situation,  and 
has  earned  the  present  strong  position  she  occu¬ 
pies  in  the  coal  field.  Experience,  which  is  the 
result  of  age,  and  common  sense,  which  is  but 
another  term  for  good  judgment,  are  the  prime 
factors  that  are  responsible  for  the  strong  and 
commanding  position  that  the  coal  operators  of 
this  section  occupy  in  the  coal  trade  today. 

Dearth  of  Labor  Supply  Continues. 

Everybody  connected  with  the  coal  and  coke 
industry  in  this  vicinity,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  is  busy,  and  many  more  men  would  be 
busy  if  they  could  be  obtained.  The  mine  dearth 
of  men,  principally  laborers,  continues.  Never 
in  the  history  of  the  industry  in  this  section 
has  there  been  such  a  scarcity  of  workmen,  and 
not  for  many  years  has  labor  commanded  such 
rernuneration  as  it  now  asks.  Two  dollars  per 
daj-  is  a  pretty  stiff  price  to  pay  for  ordinary  un¬ 
skilled  labor,  but  that  amount  is  now  offered  by 
some  of  the  coal  and  coke  operators.  The  same 
shortage  of  men  exists  among  the  large  manu¬ 
facturing  plants,  and  the  same  high  rate  of 
wages  is  offered  and  paid  by  them. 

The  mines  in  the  Pittsburg  district  are,  with 
but  few  exceptions,  all  running  full  time.  The 
chief  exception  referred  to  is  at  the  mines  of 
the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  where  the  men 
are  out  by  their  own  volition ;  the  causes  of  this 
unusual  strike  are  set  forth  in  detail  in  another 
column  in  this  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Large  Sales  of  Mining  Machinery. 

Additional  interest  is  added  to  the  present 
prosperous  state  of  affairs  in  the  district  by 
reports  that  we  hear  of  the  activity  among  the 
manufacturers  of  mine  supplies.  From  a  num¬ 
ber  of  them  we  learn  that  they  are  more  busy 
than  they  have  been  for  many  months,  and  their 
work  is  not  for  mines  or  ovens  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  alone.  West  Virginia,  Maryland,  and 
the  far  west  are  placing  orders  for  mine  equip¬ 
ment,  and  we  learn  of  heavy  consignments  of 
fire  brick  that  are  being  sent  to  the  south  and 
New  Mexico  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of 
coke  ovens. 

The  Pittsburg  harbor,  and  the  upper  pools 
also,  are  full  of  coal  awaiting  a  boating  stage 
of  water.  A  slight  rise  occurred  in  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  last  night  as  a  result  of  the  heavy  rain 
above  the  city.  It  has  been  many  years  since 
there  was  such  an  array  of  coal  crafts  in  the 
harbor  here  or  such  an  amount  of  coal  to  be 
forw'arded  to  the  south.  Profiting  by  past  ex¬ 


perience,  however,  the  coal  shippers  will  not  start 
out  even  the  smallest  tow  until  a  safe  stage  of 
water  comes ;  on  previous  and  recent  occasions 
heavy  tows  were  stranded  before  they  reached 
their  destination,  for  the  reason  that  the  proper 
stage,  a  lasting  stage,  had  not  existed. 

There  is  no  change  of  any  consequence  in  the 
ruling  market  price  of  coal  from  the  quotations 
in  force  last  week.  The  market  remains  strong 
here,  but  is  somewhat  weaker  for  shipments  east. 
The  demand  keeps  up  remarkably  well,  and  is 
fully  abreast  of  the  output ;  in  some  instances 
orders  are  refused.  “Sold  up,  and  won’t  consider 
orders  outside  of  our  regular  customers” ;  this 
is  a  frequent  reply  to  the  question  as  to  the 
general  state  of  affairs  given  by  coal  and  coke 
producers. 

Pittsburg  Prices  Current. 

Run-of-mine  coal  is  bringing  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b. 
mine ;  three-quarter-inch  remains  at  $1.20@1.30 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.30@1.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  and  slack  is  selling  for  80@85c 

per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all  grades  the 

prices  are  firm,  and  the  market  remains  steady, 
with  a  good  legitimate  demand. 

The  coke  market  displays  unusual  tenacity, 
and  holds  up  in  a  remarkable  degree.  The  de¬ 
mand  has  kept  up  and  growm  rather  than  de¬ 
creased  ;  this  is  quite  the  reverse  of  the  usual 
state  of  affairs  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Prices  remain  the  same  as  those  of  last  week. 
Furnace  coke  is  selling  for  from  $2.75  to  $2.90 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens;  foundry  is  quoted 

at  from  $2.90  to  $3.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 

The  demand  for  foundry  coke  is  exceedingly 
heavy;  in  fact,  we  learn  of  cases  where  high 
grade,  selected  furnace  coke  has  been  used  for 
foundry  purposes  and  brought  almost  the  same 
price. 

Coal  for  domestic  use  continues  without  any 
change.  Prices  remain  the  same  as  per  last 
quotations,  but  a  rise  is  expected  in  the  near 
future.  The  demand  keeps  up  well  for  such  a 
'  hot  period  as  now  exists. 

The  present  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  the 
coal  and  coke  industry  is  expected  to  continue 
in  Pittsburg.  It  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  any  one 
that  is  not  contented  with  the  existing  surround¬ 
ings,  and  everybody  not  only  hopes  for  but  most 
confidently  expects  a  continuance  of  the  present 
business  that  is  coming  to  the  district. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  name  of  Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co.  has 
been  changed  to  the  Pickands-Magee  Co.,  the 
offices  of  the  company  remaining  at  rooms  Nos. 
1363-1367  Frick  Annex. 

George  W.  Theiss,  vice-president  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is 
back  to  the  city  from  New  Orleans,  where  he 
spent  a  number  of  days  on  business  for  his  com¬ 
pany. 

In  the  offices  of  the  different  coal  companies 
that  ship  by  river  many  of  the  principals  and  em¬ 
ployes  are  away  on  their  vacations.  Grass  is 
growing  on  the  wharf,  where  a  few  weeks  ago 


everything  was  hurry  and  bustle;  but  when  the 
rise  comes  activity  will  revive. 

A  block  of  1,100  acres  of  coal  property  in  Mor¬ 
ris  township,  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  has 
just  been  purchased  for  $117,000  by  Joseph  E. 
Barnes,  of  this  city,  from  George  F.  Aulcl  and 
C.  PI.  Bowlby,  of  Greene  county. 

W.  PI.  Crump,  master  of  transportation  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  has  left  the  city  on  his  annual  summer  vaca¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Crump  will  make  a  tour  of  the  eastern 
cities,  traveling  in  his  automobile,  and  will  be 
away  several  weeks. 

What  promises  to  be  a  daring  test  of  a  newly 
patented  safety  device  for  mine  cages  will  be 
made  in  Shaft  No.  1  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.’s  mine  at  Coolie  Station  some  day  this 
week.  T.  C.  Milberry,  one  of  the  patentees,  will 
stand  on  the  cage  100  feet  from  the  bottom  of 
the  shaft  and  permit  the  cable  to  be  cut.  A 
patent  for  the  device  was  granted  Taylor,  Mc¬ 
Millan  and  Milberry  of  Castle'  Shannon  about 
one  month  ago.  A  large  number  of  coal  operat¬ 
ors  have  been  invited  to  witness  the  test. 

There  has  not  been  such  a  shortage  of  labor  in 
the  Pittsburg  section  for  many  years  as  there 
is  at  present.  This  is  true  as  regards  the  coal 
mines  and  coke  plants,  and  is  also  the  case 
with  the  iron  and  steel  industries.  The  various 
plants  of  the  great  National  Tube  Co.  and  the 
W.  D.  Wood  Co.,  the  United  States  Iron  and 
Tin  Plate  Co.,  the  McKeesport  Tin  Plate  Co., 
and  in  fact  all  the  industries  of  that  busy  city — 
McKeesport,  are  scouring  the  country  for  men, 
principally  laborers.  The  big  contracting  firms 
are  also  short  of  men,  and  report  that  they  can 
not  get  them  at  $1.75  to  $2.00  a  day.  The  high¬ 
est  price  ever  paid  labor  in  this  section  is  now 
being  offered. 

Patrick  Finney,  president  of  Local  No.  1943, 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  who  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Bertha  mines  of  the  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.  at  Bruceton,  has  been  ])ut  forward 
by  his  local  for  a  nomination  for  the  legisla¬ 
ture  in  the  twelfth  legislative  district.  He  has 
been  promised  the  support  of  the  miners.  The 
nomination  of  Mr.  Finney  is  the  first  time  a 
union  in  this  section  has  come  out  strong  for 
one  of  its  members.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Union  Labor  party  at  its  meeting  on  August 
ninth  to  put  up  union  men,  but  there  is  great 
opposition  to  this  among  many  of  the  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  the  leaders  of  the  movement  may  not 
be  able  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Somerset  Coal  Co.  is  a  new 
concern  recently  formed  with  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  :  W.  C.  Magee,  president ;  Frederick  Rowe, 
vice-president  and  general  manager;  C.  S.  By¬ 
gate,  secretary;  and  M.  C.  Briggs,  treasurer.  The 
company  has  purchased  the  South  Side  and 
Shamrock  mines,  located  on  the  Somerset  & 
Cambria  branch  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road.  They  are  now  actively  engaged  in  mining 
coal,  and  are  in  a  position  to  turn  out  a  thousand 
tons  per  week  from  each  mine.  The  coal  mined 
is  a  high  grade  Somerset  smokeless  product,  and 
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commands  a  ready  sale.  'I'lie  entire  oiitput  of  the 
new  company  will  be  handled  hy  the  Pickands- 
Magee  Co.,  h'rick  Annex,  Pittsburg,  I’a. 

Contracts  have  just  been  awarded  to  the  W. 
Cl.  Wilkins  Co.  of  this  city  for  :i  steel  coal  tii)])le 
for  the  ]);ivis  Colliery  Co.  to  he  Iniilt  at  its 
No.  M)  colliery,  at  Copen,  I'raxton  county,  W. 
Va.,  on  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad.  The  capacity 
of  the  tipple  will  be  4, .'too  tons  a  day,  the  coal 
from  three  pit  mouths  till  going  to  this  point. 
The  tipple  is  to  he  200  feet  wide,  with  three 
dumps  and  seven  railroad  tracks  underneath  for 
lf)ading  the  coal  into  the  cars.  The  Wilkins 
Co.  also  report  that  they  will  make  extensive 

improvements  for  the  Crab  Orchard  Improve¬ 
ment  Co.,  at  Beckley,  Raleigh  county,  W.  Va., 
where  two  shaft  mines  are  being  opened  up. 
The  same  company  is  also  preparing  plans  for  a 
large  steel  tipple  for  the  Penn-Mary  Coal  Co. 
for  their  mines  at  llellwood,  Indiana  county. 

Pa.  'I'liis  tipple  will  be  of  about  the  same  size 

and  capacity  as  the  one  to  be  erected  for  the 

Davis  Colliery  Co. 

All  of  the  railroads  entering  Pittsburg  have 
been  notified  that  the  old  ordinance,  which  here¬ 
tofore  has  been  a  dead  letter,  relating  to  the 
use  of  soft  coal  by  all  locomotives  while  in 
the  city  limits,  will  be  vigorously  enforced, 
'file  ordinance  plainly  specifies  “all  locomotives 
conducting  trains  within  the  city,”  and  this  ap¬ 
plies  to  all  through  trains  as  well  as  local.  The 
railroad  companies  arc  up  against  a  hard  prob¬ 
lem.  Just  how  they  will  arrange  matters  so  that 
soft  coal  will  not  be  used  while  the  locomotives 
are  within  city  lines  is  a  i)roblein  of  no  small 
proportions.  It  is  at  least  twenty  miles  from  the 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  August  9. 

There  is  very  little  change  to  report  in  the 
Cincinnati  market  this  week.  The  demand  for 
smokeless  coal  keeps  up,  and  is  ahead  of  the 
production,  in  some  instances,  while  the  demand 
for  splint  coal  is  not  keeping  pace  with  that  for 
Pocahontas  and  New  River.  Nut  and  slack  is 
alternately  scarce  and  plentiful,  with  the  market 
rather  firm  and  no  changes  in  prices.  That  is  a 
brief  resume  of  the  general  conditions  existing 
here  this  week.  To  be  added  to  this  is  what 
really  ought  to  have  preceded,  for  it  is  more  im¬ 
portant,  namely,  the  matter  of  cars.  The  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  is  the  great  offender  this  week, 
with  the  Norfolk  &  Western  a  good  second.  All 
at  once  the  railroads  have  come  forward  with  an 
unusual  shortage  of  cars,  and  the  coal  men,  or 
at  least  many  of  them  scent  in  this  a  season  of 
aggravation  from  this  source.  The  general  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  country  is  responsible  for  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  demand  for  railroad  cars,  and  coal 
being  about  the  lowest  class  of  freight,  suffers 
first  from  a  shortage  of  transportation  facilities. 

Then,  again,  there  seems  to  be  a  decided  short¬ 
age  of  vessels  to  take  coal  away  from  the  rail¬ 
roads,  and  there  have  been  numerous  embargoes 
placed  on  various  docks  during  the  past  two 
weeks  or  so.  The  inability  of  shippers  to  get 
vessels  to  take  their  coal  to  the  northwest  is  not 
affecting  the  car  supply  at  the  mines  to  a  great 
extent  by  allowing  a  vast  number  of  cars  to  stand 
loaded  at  the  docks.  The  railroads  are  watching 
that  very  closely,  and  they  place  an  embargo 
upon  shipments  to  any  dock  that  has  not  vessels 
in  sight.  The  shortage  of  cars  at  present  is 
probably  due  to  the  enormous  volume  of  general 
business  throughout  the  country.  The  cry  for 
flat  cars  was  never  so  loud  as  at  present.  As 
flat  cars  are  used  for  general  merchandise  more 
than  hopper  bottom  cars,  the  foregoing  statement 
would  seem  to  be  most  reasonable.  At  any  rate, 
the  feature  of  the  coal  trade  here  this  week  is  the 
extraordinary  shortage  of  coal  cars.  The  com¬ 
plaint  is  not  one  from  any  particular  location  or 
railroad,  but  from  all  points,  and  all  the  coal 
railroads.  When  conditions  will  be  lietter  no  one 
can  foretell. 

These  conditions  are  well  known  to  nearly  all 
the  producers  and  shippers  of  coal ;  Imt  when 
they  are  made  known  to  the  buying  i)ul)lic,  espe¬ 


eastern  end  of  I’ittslnirg  to  the  western  end 
of  .Mlegheny  City,  and  several  stojis  are  made 
lietween  these  points  by  all  through  trains  as 
well  as  by  all  locals.  However  the  matter  may 
he  settled,  it  is  expected  that  if  the  city  authori¬ 
ties  i)ush  the  anti-smoke  matter  and  compel  the 
abolishment  of  soft  coal  by  the  locomotives,  as 
stated,  and  also  hy  the  manufacturing  plants 
and  buildings  in  the  business  section,  it  will 
result  in  a  great  boom  for  coke  and  anthracite 
coal. 

Although  paying  the  scale  of  wages  to  the 
men  in  their  mines  which  was  set  by  the  miners’ 
union,  hut  not  recognizing  the  union  by  signing 
the  scale,  the  Pittsburgh  Plate  Glass  Co.  asserts, 
in  a  suit  filed  today,  that  the  members  of  the 
union  are  trying  to  coerce  the  company  into  this 
recognition  against  its  wishes,  and  has  so  acted, 
it  alleges,  that  its  business  has  been  greatly 
interfered  with.  An  injunction  from  the  courts 
is  sought  to  restrain  some  fifty  of  the  miners, 
who  are  alleged  to  be  members  of  the  union, 
from  any  further  interference,  and  the  permis¬ 
sion  is  also  craved  to  add  additional  defendants 
from  time  to  time  as  they  may  be  discovered 
and  have  them  restrained  also.  On  June  thir¬ 
teenth,  190G,  it  is  alleged,  the  defendants  de¬ 
manded  that  the  glass  company  recognize  their 
union,  and  sign  their  scale,  which  demand  was 
refused,  the  company  replying  that  they  were  pay¬ 
ing,  and  had  always  previously  paid,  the  exist¬ 
ing  union  scale.  To  coerce  the  company  into 
recognizing  the  union  and  to  sign  their  scale, 
it  is  alleged  that  the  miners  and  other  em¬ 
ployes  quit  work  and  by  force,  threats  and  in¬ 
timidations  caused  many  other  employes  to  quit 
also.  In  the  bill  of  complaint  Jircsented  in  the 


cially  the  dealers  in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns, 
these  dealers  are  very  likely  to  smile  a  knowing 
smile,  as  much  as  to  say :  “You  are  trying  to 
make  me  buy,  and  as  you  seem  very  anxious  to 
sell,  I  think  I  will  hold  off  awhile.”  Later  in 
the  year,  .when  these  same  dealers  send  in  their 
orders  and  literally  beg  for  coal  at  greatly  in¬ 
creased  prices,  one  can  scarcely  refrain  from  re¬ 
joicing.  Yet  this  same  thing  takes  place  with 
almost  clock-like  precision  nearly  every  year. 

Smokeless  Coal  in  Heavy  Demand. 

The  demand  for  smokeless  coal  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  is  greater  than  the  supply,  so  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  the  market  is  very  strong  and  that 
a  premium  is  exacted  by  the  shippers  and  pro¬ 
ducers  on  all  the  coal  they  are  selling.  The  quo¬ 
tation  on  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  coal  is  $1.50  a  ton ;  yet  it  is  impossible  to 
buy  a  car  in  this  territory  for  less  than  $1.85  a 
ton  at  the  mines,  and  all  orders  are  taken  with 
the  distinct  understanding  that  if  the  order  is 
not  filled  prior  to  the  first  of  September,  the 
order  is  either  cancelled  or  filled  at  the  current 
market  price  at  the  time  the  coal  is  to  be  had. 
Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  not  as  firm  as  lump 
and  egg;  but  a  number  of  concerns  report  that 
they  are  refusing  orders  for  run-of-mine  at  $1.25 
and  asking  $1.35,  a  premium  of  ten  cents  for 
reasonably  prompt  delivery. 

In  the  splint  market  there  is  not  the  strength 
by  any  means  that  there  is  in  smokeless  coal ;  but 
the  market  is  in  fair  condition,  and  much  more 
likely  to  improve  than  to  go  the  other  way.  The 
scarcity  of  cars,  rather  than  an  excessive  or  even 
good  demand,  is  responsible  for  this  condition 
of  the  market.  One  of  the  largest  selling  agencies 
in  the  city  sent  out  a  letter  to  its  branches  and 
agents  today  saying  that  the  company  did  not 
care  for  any  more  orders  for  lump  coal  at  any 
price  until  after  the  first  of  September.  This 
concern  showed  a  number  of  orders  on  file,  at 
$1.75  a  ton  at  the  mines,  for  comparatively  large 
quantities  of  its  lump  coal  of  special  preparation. 
This  is  an  exceptional  case,  however,  and  not 
the  general  rule.  The  general  splint  market  is 
in  fair  condition,  and  a  moderate  price  for  ordi¬ 
nary  lump  is  $1.50  a  ton  with  a  very  few  willing 
to  sell  at  $1.40.  One  dollar  a  ton  for  run-of- 
mine  is  a  conservative  quotation.  A  number  of 
concerns  have  suddenly  stiffened  np  on  this  grade 


suit  the  company  also  claims  that  the  defendants 
are  committing  depredations  that  are  unlawful, 
and  that  they  have  threatened  the  life  of  a 
number  of  people  in  the  employ  of  the  com- 
Iiany.  'I'he  present  state  of  affairs  between  the 
plate  glass  company  and  its  miners  is  the  out¬ 
come  of  one  of  the  stubbornest  strikes  of  its 
kind  in  this  district  that  has  occurred  for  a 
long  time.  Its  result  can  only  be  one  way,  a 
full  victory  for  the  company,  and  this  would 
have  occurred  ere  this  if  the  miners’  union  had 
not  stepped  in  and  endeavored  to  make  this  a 
test  case. 

There  are  several  hundred  miners  employed 
in  the  mines  of  the  Amyville  &  Youghiogheny 
Gas,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the  Colonial  Gas 
Coal  Co.,  who  are  clamoring  for  over  two 
weeks’  pay,  which  was  due  them  last  Saturday. 
'1  hey  are  also  much  worried  over  tlie  closing  of 
the  mines  following  the  two  companies  lieing 
declared  insolvent,  and  would  like  to  know  the 
whereabouts  of  the  president,  R.  B.  McIntosh. 
'I'he  mines  of  the  two  companies  are  situated 
about  eight  miles  back  of  Carnegie,  and  some 
days  ago  they  were  closed  and  a  notice  of  the 
insolvency  posted.  C.  M.  Riddle,  McIntosh’s 
bookkeeper  and  paymaster,  was  appointed  tem¬ 
porary  receiver  and  although  the  miners  have 
made  frequent  demands  for  their  pay,  they  state 
that  it  has  not  been  forthcoming.  There  is  a 
report  that  President  McIntosh  left  his  office 
in  the  Conestoga  building  on  Thursday,  July 
twenty-sixth,  saying  he  would  be  gone  for  a 
short  time  only,  but  failed  to  return.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  receiver,  McIntosh  has  gone  to  his 
former  home  in  Nova  Scotia,  accompanied  by  his 
wife. 


Cincinnati, 

on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars.  Nut  and  slack 
is  firm  at  former  prices,  which  are  from  sixty- 
'  five  to  eighty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

River  lump  coal  is  very  firm  at  former  prices, 
namely,  seven  to  eight  cents  a  bushel  of  2,688 
cubic  inches,  while  nut  and  slack  is  positively 
scarce  at  five  to  six  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in 
barges.  From  the  appearance  of  the  weather  map 
today,  and  the  report  of  the  rainfall  at  the  head¬ 
waters  of  the  Monongahela  and  Allegheny  rivers, 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  a  rise  in  the  rivers 
at  Pittsburg  should  follow  and  allow  a  shipment 
of  lightly  laden  coal  crafts  from  that  city  to 
Cincinnati  and  Louisville.  This  would  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  river  shippers  and  dealers. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  remains  in  good 
condition  with  no  changes  in  prices.  Standard 
lump  sells  for  $3.25  a  ton  delivered  to  families, 
anthracite  $7.50,  and  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
$4.00. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Frank  Ellison,  of  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co.,  is  back 
from  an  extended  business  trip  to  the  northwest. 

Lee  Shaffer,  the  well-known  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
coal  dealer,  was  in  Cincinnati  part  of  the  week. 

R.  H.  Lyman  and  R.  S.  iHcVeigh,  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  have  just  returned  from  a 
ten  days’  trip  to  New  York. 

J.  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  now 
on  the  Pacific  coast  enjoying  his  honeymoon. 

C.  H.  Hudson,  a  well-known  attorney  who 
makes  a  business  of  representing  coal  companies, 
was  here  for  a  day  or  two  this  week,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  his  home  at  Logan,  W.  Va. 

Morris  O.  Brooks,  general  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  a  vis¬ 
itor  at  the  company's  Cincinnati  office  this  week 
and  returned  home  to  Richmond,  Va.,  by  way  of 
his  company’s  New  River  mines. 

The  Hartwell  Coal  &  Feed  Co.  lias  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The 
incorporators  are  Jay  Brown.  J.  H.  Felat,  George 
F.  Barrick,  \V.  P.  Martin  and  Milo  Beatty.  Hart¬ 
well  is  a  beautiful  suburb  of  Cincinnati. 

W.  H.  Ball,  who  is  sometimes  referred  to  as 
the  largest  coal  buyer  in  the  United  Sates,  was 
a  business  visitor  here  during  the  week.  Mr. 
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Ball  is.  the  purchasing  agent  of  the  great  Seminet- 
Solvay  Co.,  of  Detroit,  and  he  frequently  buys 
as  much  as  .'J0(),()00  tons  of  coal  at  a  time.  While 
in  Cincinnati  he  was  entertained  by  William  Bur- 
lingham. 

A  telegram  to  a  local  daily  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  a  syndicate  of  New  York  capital¬ 
ists  has  made  an  offer  of  $500,000  for  10,000 
acres  of  coal  lands  in  Summers  county.  West 
Virginia,  lying  along  New  river,  between  Hinton 
and  Thurmond.  It  is  said  that  this  is  the  last 
large  tract  of  coal  to  be  had  in  West  Virginia. 
None  of  the  local  coal  men  knew  anything  about 
the  deal. 

The  Virginia  &  Kentucky  Coal  Sales  Co.  is 
the  very  latest  new  coal  and  coke  concern  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  It  has  opened  up  sumptuous  offices  in 
the  First  National  Bank  building,  and  has  al¬ 
ready  sold  a  remarkably  large  tonnage  of  coal 
and  coke.  E.  R.  Carter,  a  most  capable  and  pop¬ 
ular  young  man,  with  a  wide  previous  experience 
in  the  coal  trade,  is  in  charge  of  the  office  of  the 
company. 

S.  F.  Dana,  president  of  the  Campbells  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  is  spending  the  heated  term  at  his 
summer  home  in  the  Thousand  Islands.  He 
usually  goes  north  about  the  first  of  July  and 
remains  until  September.  Very  often  he  spends 
the  entire  winter  in  the  south.  He  has  one  of 
the  finest  homes  in  Cincinnati.  His  business  is 
constantly  in  the  hands  of  trusted  and  capab'e 
partners  and  employes. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports 
for  the  month  of  July  show  that  the  receipts  of 
coal  at  Cincinnati  during  July  were  5,804  cars, 
compared  with  receipts  of  5,620  cars  during  the 
month  of  July,  1905.  The  shipments  during  July 
this  year  were  3,621  cars,  compared  with  ship¬ 
ments  of  2,836  cars  during  the  same  period  last 
year.  'I'he  receipts  of  anthracite  this  year  in 
July  were  88  cars,  compared  with  30  cars  last 
July. 

Supcrinlendent  James  O.  White,  of  the  Union 
Bethel,  is  trying  an  interesting  experiment  among 
fifty  of  the  very  poorest  families  that  come  under 
his  observation  and  supervision.  He  is  attempt¬ 
ing  to  get.  each  family  to  deposit  with  him  a  small 
sum  of  money  each  week  with  which  to  buy  coal 
when  cold  weather  comes.  The  report  that  he 
will  buy  a  horse  and  wagon  with  which  to  make 
his  deliveries  of  coal  is  denied.  Superintendent 
White’s  idea  is  not  to  “bust  the  coal  trust,”  as 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  August  9. —  (Sl>ecial  Correspondence.) 
— Good  demand  and  weak  market — this  just  about 
characterizes  the  coal  situation  i.n  this  city  today. 
Demurrage  coal  has  knocked  the  bottom  out  of 
prices  temporarily,  but  the  conditions  in  general 
are  very  good  and  the  prospects  for  a  busy  fall 
were  never  better.  Yet  there  arises  the  bogey 
“car  shortage”  to  plague  the  trade,  and  Detroit 
shippers  are  worrying  for  fear  of  a  serious  scarcity 
of  coal  this  fall.  The  Hocking  Valley  road  is 
affected,  this  being  its  first  experience  with  a  car 
shortage  in  years. 

Outside  of  the  big  demand  for  cars  in  the  west 
and  from  all  the  manufacturing  towns  i.n  the 
country,  there  is  another  element  which  makes 
the  situation  still  more  serious,  and  that  is  the 
tie-up  of  cars  at  the  lakes.  Lake  rates  went  up 
today  ten  cents  and  there  is  no  telling  how  much 
higher  they  will  go.  The  vessel  shortage  has 
flooded  the  Detroit  market  with  free  coal  and 
this  has  a  demoralizing  effect  on  prices. 

The  Hocking  Valley  docks  at  Toledo  broke 
down  last  week.  Yesterday  Hocking  slack  sold 
for  forty  cents  and  one  lot  went  for  thirty-five 
cents.  The  coarser  grades  are  holding  pretty 
firm,  however,  and  dealers  who  have  not  been 
forcing  things  by  ordering  cars  on  consignment 
are  very  cheerful  nowadays. 

Pocahontas  is  in  fair  demand,  though  the  price 
on  that  coal  has  experienced  a  slight  drop  from 
what  it  was  last  week.  The  No.  8  mines  of  Ohio 
are  having  their  troubles  on  account  of  the  car 
shortage.  During  the  strike,  which,  so  far  as 
No.  8  is  concerned,  has  only  recently  been  set- 


has  been  reported,  but  to  teach  many  improvident 
heads  of  families  to  save  small  sums  of  money 
for  future  contingencies,  and  incidentally  lessen 
his  own  work  of  trying  to  keep  these  same  poor 
people  supplied  with  fuel  in  the  winter  time. 
The  coal  men  look  with  favor  on  the  plan,  as 
they  would  much  rather  give  Superintendent 
White  a  close  price  on  a  good  roiuKl  lot  of  coal 
than  to  donate  a  much  smaller  amount  to  the 
same  jicople. 

W.  \V.  AlcGuffin  is  the  most  recent  notable 
addition  to  the  Cincinnati  coal  colony.  Upon 
moving  the  main  office  of  the  New  River  Coal 
Sales  Co.  from  Sewell,  W.  Va.,  to  Cincinnati, 
Mr.  AlcGuffin  moved  to  Cincinnati  with  the  office, 
and  is  now  busy  making  friends  and  getting 
business.  Air.  AlcGuffin  is  in  charge  of  the  office 
of  the  company  and  holds  the  positions  of  both 
secretary  and  treasurer.  He  is  also  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Kentucky  Coal  &  Lumber 
Co.,  which  is  engaged  in  buying  and  leasing  coal 
and  timber  lands  as  well  as  acting  as  sole  agent 
for  McGuffin’s  big  “Pike”  splint  coal  mine,  on 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad.  The  headquar¬ 
ters  of  both  companies  are  located  in  a  handsome 
suite  of  rooms  on  the  Fourth  street  front  of  the 
Fourth  National  Bank  building.  Air.  AlcGuffin 
has  already  made  many  friends  here,  as  he  is 
the  kind  of  a  man  who  makes  friends  wherever 
he  goes.  He  reports  current  business  with  his 
companies. 

Colonel  J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the 
Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co. ;  R.  H.  Lyman,  Cincin¬ 
nati  manager  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales 
Co.,  and  R.  S.  AlcVeigh,  western  manager  of  the 
same  company,  together  entertained  a  distin¬ 
guished  party  of  coal  men  here  this  week.  Among 
the  number  were  A.  F.  Holden,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  president  of  the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil 
Co.,  which  owns  practically  all  of  the  former 
named  companies,  and  H.  H.  Coolidge  and  A.  E. 
Clarke,  of  Boston,  directors  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany.  A  Air.  East,  a  native  of  Peru,  South 
America,  was  also  in  the  party,  which  thoroughly 
inspected  the  holdings  and  extensive  properties 
of  the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  at  Holden, 
W.  Va.,  as  well  as  the  gigantic  plants  of  the 
subsidiary  companies  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and 
at  North  Bend,  Ohio  (Cincinnati  suburb).  The 
visiting  gentlemen,  who  have  their  millions  of 
dollars  invested  in  the  plants  mentioned,  seem 
well  pleased  with  their  properties,  and  highly 
complimented  their  managers  who  have  charge 
of  the  various  plants. 
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tied,  the  Wheeling  &  Erie  railroad  used  to  send 
its  cars  to  the  Pittsburg  district.  Now  that  No.  8 
has  started -up  again,  it  finds  great  difficulty  in 
getting  cars  to  ship  its  output. 

The  only  kind  of  coal  that  shows  strength  this 
week  is  smokeless.  New  River  has  sold  for  $1.35, 
an  advance  of  ten  cents  over  last  week,  ami 
Pocahontas  is  even  higher. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  local  representative  of  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Co.,  has  been  having  a  great  struggle 
for  his  life  during  the  past  few  days.  After  pass¬ 
ing  the  typhoid  fever  crisis  successfully,  he  be¬ 
came  affected  with  other  complications  which 
made  his  condition  very  serious  for  some  time. 
Last  accounts,  however,  indicate  that  Air.  An¬ 
drews  is  much  improved  and  his  family  have 
great  hopes  that  he  will  pull  through.  Air.  An¬ 
drews  is  one  of  the  most  popular  coal  men  in 
the  city. 

W.  J.  Alullins,  manager  of  the  James  Alullin 
Coal  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  who,  with  his  family,  has 
been  spending  a  few  weeks  at  Alt.  Clemens,  is 
now  visiting  friends  at  the  Rushmere  club  at 
the  Flats  and  will  remain  there  several  weeks. 

AI.  W.  Schlucter,  formerly  connected  with  the 
American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  now  in  the  employ 
of  W.  J.  Scully. 

'I'he  old  coal  mining  concern  which  formerly 
went  under  the  name  of  the  Qwosso  Coal  Co., 
now  the  Eureka  Coal  Alining  Co.,  has  leased  320 
acres  of  land  near  Owosso,  Alich.,  and  has 
cleared  out  the  mine.  It  soon  expects  to  take 
out  two  hundred  tons  a  day.  The  officers  are: 
President.  Harry  Gay.  of  Cliicago ;  superintend¬ 
ent,  Carl  Pickert,  of  Corunna,  Alich.;  mine  boss. 
James  Davis,  of  St.  Charles,  Alich. 


The  Coal  Trade  at  Toledo. 

Toleim),  Ohio,  .August  9. — (.Special  Cnrrespnud- 
cnee.) — 'I  he  month  of  July  has  been,  generally 
speaking,  very  satisfactory  from  all  pointr.  of 
view,  and  August  opens  with  every  indication 
Ijointing  to  a  much  better  period  along  all  lines 
of  trade.  Lake  shipments  are  increasing  every 
day  and  the  time  has  arrived  when  procrastina¬ 
tion  can  no  longer  be  tolerated,  for  at  best  hardly 
more  than  four  months  of  the  lake  shipping 
season  remains.  With  the  large  amount  of  coal 
\  et  to  go  forward,  it  is  not  onlj'  probable  but 
certain  tliat  .August  will  see  almost  twice  as  much 
coal  leave  the  local  port  as  was  shipped  during 
July,  and  yet  this  month  was  ahead  of  June. 
Judged  with  a  year  ago,  the  two  months  were 
about  the  same. 

The  trade  of  northw'estern  Ohio  is  entering 
upon  W’hat  is  declared  to  be  one  of  the  best 
seasons  experienced  for  some  time.  'Irue,  there 
is  some-  indication  of  a  car  shortage,  but  from 
best  sources  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that  it 
will  become  much  of  a  factor  inside  of  two 
months.  This,  with  the  increased  demand  every¬ 
where  noticeable,  affords  an  outlook  for  good 
business,  and  as  a  general  thing  dealers  arc 
straining  every  effort  to  get  their  share  of  the 
business.  Trade  has  been  somewhat  slow  during 
July,  but  this  is  due  to  midsummer,  alwa>s  a 
dull  time  of  the  year,  and  with  the  advent  of 
.August  thoughts  of  consumers  are  more  or  less 
turned  to  cold  weather  and  to  the  purchase  of 
coal. 

Advanced  Prices,  Present  and  Prospective. 

Dealers  handling  the  smokeless  coals  have  been 
notified  that  beginning  this  week  prices  are  to 
advance,  with  the  intimation  that  along  about 
September  first  a  kirther  advance,  totaling  some¬ 
thing  like  twenty-live  cents  a  ton  in  toto,  may  be 
expected.  This  is  the  only  advance  to  be  re¬ 
ported  thus  far,  although  by  the  first  of  Septem¬ 
ber  anthracite  coal  will  go  to  $7  at  least,  and 
possibly  to  $7.25,  although  it  is  not  yet  certain 
l)ut  that  this  latter  figure  may  not  .go  into  effect 
before  the  first  of  October  or  November.  'I'lierc 
seems  to  be  a  sentiment  abroad  that  the  prevail¬ 
ing  winter  price  of  anthracite  coal  will  be  $7.50 
instead  of  $7.25,  as  a  year  ago. 

IiKiuiry  among  anthracite  coal  dealers  who  do 
any  business  by  water  at  all  reveals  the  fact  that 
to  date  there  has  been  very  little  anthracite 
brought  to  Toledo  by  water.  Owing  to  the  delay 
occasioned  by  the  strike  early  in  the  spring,  rail 
business  was  attended  to  first,  and  now  with  that 
well  in  hand,  attention  is  being  turned  to  water 
business.  This,  of  course,  refers  entirely  to  im¬ 
ports  and  not  to  exports,  for  as  a  matter  of  fact 
no  anthracite  coal  leaves  the  'I'oledo  port. 

The  New  Car-Service  Regulations. 

Beginning  September  first  the  new  regulations 
of  the  Toledo  Car  Service  Association  will  go 
into  effect  unless  some  other  agreement  is 
reached,  and  this  docs  not  seem  likely.  The  new 
rules  provide  for  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  law 
which  requires  freight  to  be  unloaded  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  arrival  or  the  collection 
of  demurrage  charges.  Shippers  are  fighting  the 
proposition  bitterly  and  are  endeavoring  to  have 
the  railroads  return  to  the  former  policy,  which 
allows  more  than  forty-eight  hours,  but  tliiis  far 
the  railroads  are  turning  a  deaf  ear  to  the  en¬ 
treaties  and  declare  that  it  is  forty-eight  hours 
or  nothing. 

But  even  at  that,  Toledo  is  better  off  than  some 
of  the  other  cities  in  the  state.  In  some  instances 
the  change  went  into  effect  a  couple  of  months 
ago,  but  owing  to  a  fight  over  the  management 
of  the  local  association  the  change  was  delayed 
until  September  first.  I'earing  that  the  manager, 
who  was  a  Toledo-born  man.  might  have  been 
inclined  to  deal  leniently  with  some  of  his 
friends,  a  fight  was  started  for  a  new  man.  'I  his 
was  long  drawn  out  and  has  just  been  settled  by 
the  selection  of  anotlier  man.  J.  E.  Elliott,  who 
conics  from  Indianapolis. 

The  city  council  is  at  present  working  over  an 
attempt  to  have  a  public  supervisor  of  scales, 
whose  business  it  will  be  to  see  that  all  retail 
coal  and  ice  men  give  their  customers  full  weight. 
Insinuations  of  short  weight  have  been  so  fre- 
cpient  of  late  that  the  city  fathers  have  at  last 
determined  to  take  a  hand  in  the  fracas  and  see 
if  the  charges  arc  with  or  without  foundation. 
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The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kansas  Citv',  Mo.,  August  9. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — I'lic  trouble  between  the  miners  and 
tlie  oj)cra(ors  of  the  Noringcr  district  in  Mis¬ 
souri  i)rol)a1)ly  will  be  settled  this  week  by  arlji- 
tration.  A  committee  consisting  of  two  operators 
and  two  miners  has  l)ecn  selected  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  persomd  examination  of  mining  con- 
ditiojis  in  the  Noringer  fields.  This  committee  is 
composed  of  J.  T.  Davis,  of  Bevier,  Mo.,  Martin 
Rabbit,  of  Noringer,  representing  the  operators, 
and  George  Manuel  and  Robert  Jackson,  repre¬ 
senting  the  miners. 

This  committee  will  go  to  Noringer  this  week. 
■^fter  a  study  of  the  conditions  there  a  compari¬ 
son  will  be  made  with  conditions  with  which 
coal  is  mined  in  the  Bevier  district  and  a  wage 
scale  will  he  decided  upon,  which,  it  is  hoped, 
will  he  satisfactory  to  both  sides. 

'J'his  committee  has  heeai  instructed  to  report 
h.'ick  to  the  two  associations  within  three  weeks. 
Itennet  Brown,  commissioner  of  the  Southwestern 
Coal  Operators’  Association,  said  last  night: 
“'I'he  committee  probably  will  not  take  so  much 
time  to  ])repare  its  report,  however,  and  it  is 
expected  the  report  will  he  favorably  received.” 

W.  C.  Perry,  president  of  the  operators’  associa¬ 
tion,  has  gone  to  Michigan  on  a  vacation.  He 
probably  will  he  gone  three  weeks. 

William  S.  Woods,  of  this  city,  trustee  in 
bankruptcy  of  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
has  filed  suit  in  the  circuit  court  to  quiet  the 
title  to  the  tract  of  ground  which  was  used  as 


WiiKELiNG,  W,  Va.,  August  9. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  week  has  been  productive  of 
considerable  activity  in  the  way  of  new  enter¬ 
prises  and  a  reorganization  of  established  prop¬ 
erties.  The  overshadowing  project  is  the  New 
River  Co.,  which  has  been  organized  by  Samuel 
Dixon,  of  New  River,  Phineas  W.  Sprague  and 
other  Boston  capitalists,  to  take  over  the  New 
River  Fuel  Co.’s  holdings. 

The  area  involved  is  over  50,000  acres,  about 
one-third  of  the  entire  New  River  district,  most 
of  it  virgin  territory.  Twenty-nine  shipping  mines 
are  already  included,  and  new  ones  will  be 
opened.  Among  the  companies  owned  by  the 
new _  organization  are  the  following:  Macdonald 
Colliery,  Sugar  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  While 
Oak_  Fuel  Co.,  Mabscott  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Stuart 
Colliery,  Dixon-Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.,  Great 
Kanawha  Colliery,  Collins  Colliery,  Cranberry 
Fuel  Co.,  Price  Hill  Fuel  Co.,  Beckley  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Dunn  Loop  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Harvey 
Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Prudence  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
The  concern  has  an  authorized  capital  of  $15,- 
000,000,  divided  into  $5,000,000  preferred  six  per 
cent  and  $10,000,000  common  stock.  The  New 
River  Fuel  Co.  was  organized  two  years  ago  with 
$5,000,000  capital,  and  its  outstanding  stock  has 
been  already  negotiated  for  on  a  basis  of  one 
share  of  preferred  and  two  shares  of  common  in 
the  New  River  Co.  stock. 

Samuel  Dixon  has  been  made  president;  W.  A. 
Paine,  first  vice-president ;  S.  F.  Kelley,  second 
vice-president;  J.  W.  Smiley,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Such  a  large  venture  a  few  years  ago 
would  have  occasioned  large  attention,  while  now 
it  excites  little  more  than  a  ripple.  The  re¬ 
organization’s  interest  is  lessened  from  the  fact 
that  the  properties  were  nearly  all  merged  two 
years  ago,  and  embrace  additionally  the  mines 
and  land  tracts  since  secured  by  Mr.  Dixon. 

E.xtensive  improvements  are  planned  for  the 
old  Coalburg  mines  in  the  Kanawha  district, 
which  have  passed  out  of  a  receiver’s  hands  into 
the  Coalburg-Kanawha  Mining  Co.,  at  whose 
head  is  William  Seymour  Edwards,  a  wealthy 
and  progressive  business  man  of  Charleston, 
W.  Va.  He  first  opened  up  the  mines  in  1864, 
and  they  were  the  first  to  be  important  shippers 
in  that  territory.  Bad  management  in  late  years 
made  them  unprofitable.  Mr.  Edwards  says  he 
will  construct  model  miners’  dwellings  and  install 
new  equipment. 

The  Paint  Creek  Terminal  Co.  has  been  char¬ 
tered  to  operate  a  colliery  in  the  Kanawha  field, 
and  the  incorporators  give  their  adddresses  as 


the  yards  of  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
The  suit  is  an  interesting  one.  'fhe  Kansas  City 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  largely  controlled  by 
Charles  J.  Devlin  and  W.  E.  Thomas,  and  since 
they  became  bankrupts  the  property  is  claimed  liy 
different  creditors.  Mr.  W’oods  claims  the  prop¬ 
erty  as  trustee  of  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  because,  he  says,  he  bought  the  land  and 
used  it  for  years  and  paid  the  taxes  on  it. 

But  Devlin  and  'fhomas  were  officers  of  the 
company  and  James  E.  Hurley  and  Cyrus  Leland 
Jr.,  trustees  in  bankruptcy  for  Devlin,  claim  title 
to  all  of  the  projierty.  Frank  A.  Lewis,  trustee 
in  bankruptcy  for  W.  E.  Thomas,  claims  an  in¬ 
terest  in  it,  too.  Mr.  Thomas  in  October,  1903, 
bad  given  Mrs.  A.  J.  Sample  a  half  interest  in 
part  of  it  and  she  pledged  the  interest  with  the 
American  National  bank,  and  the  bank  claims 
the  property,  too.  The  Bankers’  'I'rust  Co.  also 
claims  it  a.nd  so  does  the  Central  National  bank 
of  Topeka. 

The  Cudahys,  proprietors  of  one  of  the  largest 
packing  plants  here,  are  said  to  be  planning  to 
pipe  natural  gas  to  St.  Louis  from  their  Indian 
territory  and  Kansas  holdings.  With  them  are 
associated  three  of  the  largest  individual  gas  pro¬ 
ducers  in  Kansas.  They  have  taken  a  full  in¬ 
ventory  of  the  total  production  of  their  holdings, 
it  is  said,  and  found  themselves  fully  able  to 
supply  St.  Louis.  The  wells  which  the  Cudahys 
own  about  Bartleville,  Ind.  Ter.,  are  alone  pro¬ 
ducing  300,000,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  per  day. 


36  Broadway,  the  Standard  Oil  Co.’s  New  York 
address. 

The  July  tonnage  out  of  the  New  River  field 
was  130,000  tons  less  than  for  June,  amounting 
to  373,535  tons  of  coal,  and  only  395  cars  of  coke. 
Several  mines  were  not  in  operation,  undergoing 
repairs,  and  a  shortage  of  labor  rounded  out  the 
cause  for  the  decrease. 

Organizers  Springer  and  Flaherty  have  been 
circulating  along  the  line  of  the  Morgantown  & 
Kingwood  railroad  with  a  view  to  organizing 
the  men  employed  at  the  mines  of  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Coal  and  the  Connellsville  Basin  Coal  & 
Coke  companies,  as  well  as  smaller  plants.  This 
is  the  first  serious  effort  in  this  line,  but  the 
chances  for  success  are  not  any  brighter  than  in 
other  years.  The  failure  of  West  Virginia  to 
heed  the  last  strike  call  ought  to  be  significant. 
But  the  agitators  have  to  make  a  show  of  activity. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

A.  C.  Alexander,  store  manager  for  the  Thur¬ 
mond  Mountain  Coal  Co.,  was  married  last  week. 

Edward  Pinkney,  formerly  a  state  mine  in¬ 
spector,  has  become  general  superintendent  for 
the  White  Oak  Fuel. 

The  Keystone  Coal  Co.,  of  Greensboro,  Pa., 
which  has  secured  land  on  Gauley  river,  is  pre¬ 
paring  for  active  development. 

John  Laing,  who  has  been  general  superin¬ 
tendent  for  the  New  River  Smokeless,  has  re¬ 
signed  to  develop  property  he  owns  on  Paint 
Creek. 

Robert  Watson,  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
Mucklow  mines,  has  succeeded  J.  N.  Schweitzer 
as  sunerintendent  of  the  New  River  &  Pocahontas 
Consolidated  Coal  Co.’s  Minden  mine. 

George  Wolfe,  who  has  been  promoted  to  be 
assistant  general  superintendent  of  the  develop¬ 
ment  work  for  the  Berwind-White  Co.  on  Tug 
river,  in  the  Pocahontas  district,  received  his 
early  training  with  the  Collins  Colliery  Co.,  on 
New  river. 

Burglars  made  unsuccessful  attempts  to  rifle 
the  homes  of  Lee  L.  Malone,  the  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  and  James  O. 
Watson  Jr.,  who  has  an  interest  also  in  that 
company,  at  Fairmont  a  few  nights  ago.  On 
being  aroused  by  the  noise  Mr.  Malone  made  an 


investigation  and  the  burglars  fled.  Mr.  Watson 
fired  two  shots  at  the  fleeing  forms. 

The  Superior  Pocahontas  Coal  Co.  has  ab¬ 
sorbed  the  Blackstone  Consolidated  Co.,  the  Davy 
Crockett  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Helena  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  and  is  arranging  to  open  two  mines  on 
Davy  creek.  Justus  Collins,  of  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  is  the  president  and  chief  owner  of  the 
company. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  9. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Most  of  the  mines  in  the  eastern 
Ohio  field,  where  Cleveland  people  are  so  largely 
interested,  are  now  in  operation  and  are  produc¬ 
ing  a  fair  amount  of  coal.  Some  time  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  get  the  mines  in  shape  to  produce  the 
usual  output  after  the  men  did  get  to  work,  and 
some  of  the  operators  did  not  get  their  first  re¬ 
ports  until  late  last  week.  In  fact,  this  was  the 
case  with  most  of  them.  'I'he  operators  expect 
to  push  their  business  now  to  make  up  for  lost 
time. 

Employment  of  Former  Strike-Breakers. 

Trouble  was  encountered  at  the  Moore’s  Run 
mine  and  at  the  mine  belonging  to  the  Glens  Run 
Coal  Co.  on  account  of  the  non-union  men  who 
had  been  employed.  The  arrangement  when  the 
scale  was  signed  was  that  these  men  should  con¬ 
tinue  work  and  be  made  members  of  the  union 
if  they  desired  to  continue  in  the  employ  of  the 
company.  The  officers  of  the  district  seemed  to 
be  divided  on  this  matter,  one  of  them  telling  the 
union  miners  that  they  need  not  work  until  the 
new  men  were  discharged  and  another  saying 
that  they  should  go  to  work  at  once.  The  men 
did  not  go  to  work,  however,  holding  to  the  idea 
that  the  companies  should  discharge  all  the  men 
they  had  had  in  their  employ  during  the  strike. 
A  meeting  of  officers  of  the  union  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  operators  was  held  at  Columbus 
late  last  week  and  the  matter,  so  far  as  it  con¬ 
cerned  the  Glens  Run  Coal  Co.,  was  settled  and 
the  men  went  to  work  this  week.  The  Moore’s 
Run  matter  was  not  adjusted.  It  is  said  that  an¬ 
other  mine  is  affected  in  the  same  way,  but  is 
can  not  be  learned  what  one  it  is. 

In  a  general  way  conditions  in  the  trade  here 
shows  an  improvement  over  last  week.  Prices 
seem  to  tbe  fairly  firm,  although  the  demand  is 
rather  weak.  Shippers  believe  that  if  they  can 
get  through  August  without  suffering  from  de¬ 
moralized  prices  they  will  be  all  right.  Septem¬ 
ber,  they  think,  will  bring  an  increased  demand 
from  the  manufacturers  and  that  lake  shipments 
will  take  up  a  great  part  of  the  increased  pro¬ 
duction  due  to  resumption  of  the  eastern  Ohio 
mines.  So  far  this  has  had  little  effect  upon  the 
local  market,  as  most  of  the  coal  has  gone  to 
upper  lake  ports. 

No  Settlement  Reached  in  Massillon  District. 

The  operators  and  miners  of  the  Massillon  dis¬ 
trict  are  holding  conferences  this  week,  but  so 
far  no  result  has  been  announced.  When  the 
conference  was  adjourned  sime  time  ago  there 
were  three  points  of  difference  between  them  that 
seemingly  would  be  hard  to  get  out  of  the  way. 
but  as  all  the  other  districts  are  now  moving 
peacefully,  the  probability  is  that  they  will  be 
able  to  get  together  more  easily.  Owing  to  the 
delay  in  settlement  this  district  will  be  rather 
late  in  getting  its  product  on  the  market  and  the 
prices  may  be  affected  to  a  considerable  extent 
thereby.  Retailers  who  have  been  getting  their 
supplies  for  early  delivery  in  September  will 
probably  be  short  for  a  time,  if  they  did  not  se¬ 
cure  a  supply  before  the  strike  was  called  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  some  such  trouble.  Some  of  the 
larger  companies  here  did  take  that  precaution, 
but  the  smaller  offices  here,  as  well  as  in  the 
country  towns,  probably  have  a  very  small  sup- 
ply. 

The  .settlement  of  the  strike  in  the  Coshocton 
field  last  week  was  upon  the  basis  of  the  1903 
contract.  In  fact,  it  is  said  that  the  new  agree¬ 
ment  is  almost  exactly  like  that. 

Vessel  tonnage  is  in  great  demand  here  now 
and  some  of  the  shippers  are  unable  to  secure  as 
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much  as  they  need.  This  is  especially  true  of 
those  who  wish  to  reach  the  smaller  ports.  The 
large  vessels  can  not  enter  the  shallow  water 
ports  and  could  not  be  induced  to  go  out  of  their 
way  much  if  they  could  do  so.  Many  are  now  so 
busy  with  ore  that  they  are  going  up  light.  The 
supply  of  tonnage  with  this  class  of  steamers  is 
much  better  than  with  the  small  ones. 


The  Hocking  Valley  Trade. 

Columbus^  Ohio,  August  9. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  big  coal  companies  and  the 
more  aggressive  of  the  smaller  ones  report  a  vert 
satisfactory  condition  of  business.  Some  com¬ 
plaint  of  dull  trade  comes  from  conservative 
sources,  but  the  situation  on  the  whole  appears 
to  be  very  favorable.  Lack  of  bottoms  in  the 
lake  trade  continues  to  be  the  most  serious  fea¬ 
ture.  The  docks  at  Toledo,  Detroit  and  other 
ports  are  still  congested,  although  within  the  past 
week  there  has  been  some  slight  improvement  in 
this  respect. 

In  some  instances  mines  have  been  compelled 
to  close  down  for  a  day  or  two  at  a  time  awaiting 
the  distribution  of  cars,  large  numbers  of  which 
are  constantly  kept  tied  up  at  lake  terminals.  At 
present  writing  everybody  is  fairly  busy.  As  an 
indication  of  this  one  of  the  large  companies  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  loaded  seven  hundred  cars 
at  its  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  mines.  A  very 
hopeful  outlook  is  taken  of  the  fall  and  winter 
trade.  The  predicted  car  shortage,  which  is  liable 
to  develop  in  an  aggravated  form  at  any  time, 
is  expected  to  stimulate  prices  beyond  those  real¬ 
ized  the  last  three  months  of  1905,  when  domestic 
coal  reached  $2.75. 

Domestic  Trade  Remains  Quiet, 

As  yet  the  domestic  trade  has  not  taken  on 
any  great  activity.  The  delay  of  dealers  in  laying 
in  stocks,  it  is  believed,  will  prove  even  more 
costly  than  a  year  ago.  Prices  range  between 
$1.25  and  $1.50.  The  market  on  ordinary  grades 
of  steam  coal  lacks  strength.  There  is  said  to  be 
still  much  storage  coal  in  e.xistence.  Slack  re¬ 
mains  in  good  demand,  despite  the  quantity  that 
has  been  thrown  on  the  market  by  the  heavy  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  during  the  past  five  weeks.  The 
boom  in  this  grade  of  coal  is  enjoyed  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  nut,  which  is  very  dull. 

In  the  higher  qualities  pf  West  Virginia  coal, 
orders  for  War  Eagle  smokeless  are  being  refused, 
as  it  is  impossibe  to  meet  the  demand.  Prices 
on  Pocohontas  have  been  advanced  to  $1.85  for 
domestic  lump  and  $1.35  for  run-of-mine. 

There  is  much  talk  of  the  development  of  new 
coal  territory  in  the  Hocking  valley  and  in  vari¬ 
ous  parts  of  the  state,  the  outcome  of  which  will 
doubtless  depend  upon  the  showing  made  by  the 
trade  at  large  this  year.  Large  tracts  in  which 
Columbus  men  are  interested  have  recently  been 
leased  in  southeastern  Ohio. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

George  Beeson,  secretary  of  the  General  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  Co.,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Whit¬ 
more  Lake,  Mich. 

The  National  Fuel  Co.,  one  of  the  last  con¬ 
cerns  to  resume  operations  since  the  strike,  loaded 
their  first  coal  this  week. 

The  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is 
constructing  new  private  yards  occupymg  the 
greater  part  of  a  city  block,  for  their  retail  trade. 

F.  C.  Bryan,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  vice-president 
of  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  a  part  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  system,  was  in  Columbus 
this  week. 

The  creditors  of  Joseph  Dienst,  the  local  retail 
coal  man  who  recently  made  an  assignment,  are 
anticipating  that  the  business  will  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  pay  out  in  full.  It  will  be  continued  by 
the  assignee. 

The  New  York  Coal  Co.  has  added  a  new  man 
to  their  force  of  traveling  salesmen  in  the  person 
of  A.  V.  Grossman,  who  resigned  the  office  of 
Columbus  passenger  agent  of  the  Big  Four  rail¬ 
way  to  accept  his  present  position.  Mr.  Gross- 
man  entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  sixth  inst. 


Western  General  and  Personal. 


J.  M.  Christy,  president  of  the  Christy  Box  Car 
Loader  Co.„  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was  a  Chicago 
visitor  this  week. 

D.  J.  Coffey,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  &  Illinois  Coal  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
spent  a  part  of  this  week  in  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Scott,  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  returned  this  week  from  his  summer 
outing  at  Delavan  Lake,  Wis. 

Gordon  Buchanon,  of  the  Wilmington  Star  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  returned 
this  week  from  a  short  vacation  trip. 

The  Black  Diamonds  defeated  the.  Dering  Coal 
Co.  team  in  a  well  played  and  exciting  game  of 
baseball  at  Washington  Park  last  Saturday.  1  he 
score  was  8  to  7  in  favor  of  the  Black  Diamonds. 

Rinehart  &  Sharpe,  the  well  known  retail  coal 
dealers  of  Flint,  Mich.,  have  dissolved  partner¬ 
ship,  Mr.  Rinehart  retiring  and  the  business  be¬ 
ing  continued  by  Mr.  M.  B.  Sharpe. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  1906,  while  the 
other  large  Hocking  valley  operators  were  inac¬ 
tive  by  reason  of  the  strike,  the  New  Pittsburgh 
Co.  mined  653,137  tons  of  coal,  an  increase  of 
96,658  over  the  same  period  for  1905. 

The  Chicago  Wood  &  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land  to  be  used  for  storage  pur¬ 
poses.  It  is  located  at  the  southeast  corner  of 
Hawthorne  and  Halsted  streets  and  is  234x263x 
106  feet  in  size  and  the  purchase  price  is  said 
to  be  $20,000. 

E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  sales  agent  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  left  last  Saturday 
for  a  vacation  of  several  weeks.  After  visiting 
friends  at  Manitowoc  and  other  Wisconsin  points 
he  will  spend  most  of  his  time  fishing  at  the 
northern  lakes. 

The  directors  of  the  By-Product  Coke  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  Chicago,  have  authorized  a  two-million  dol¬ 
lar  bond  issue,  of  which  it  is  understood  that 
$600,000  worth  will  be  placed  at  once.  The  bonds 
bear  six  per  cent  interest  and  run  for  twenty 
years,  but  are  redeemable  any  interest  day  after 
five  years  at  105. 

The  Hisylvania  Coal  Co.  has  transferred  the 
seat  of  its  operations  from  Trimble,  Ohio,  to  Co¬ 
lumbus,  enlarging  the  sales  office  formerly  main¬ 
tained  there  into  regular  headquarters.  The  corn- 
pany  occupies  a  suite  of  rooms  fitted  up  for  their 
special  use  on  the  thirteenth  floor  of  the  new 
Capitol  Trust  building,  overlooking  the  state  Cap¬ 
itol  grounds  and  commanding  a  view  in  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  long  trains  of  coal  northward  bound 
from  the  Hocking  valley.  The  officials  in  charge 
are  J.  W.  Blower,  treasurer  and  general  man¬ 
ager;  E.  B.  Graham,  secretary,  and  Jay  Gaines, 
sales  agent. 

The  deciding  game  of  baseball  for  the  inter¬ 
city  championship  will  be  played  today  at  Mil¬ 
waukee  between  the  Black  Diamonds  of  Chicago 
and  a  team  composed  of  the  employes  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  of  Milwaukee. 
Each  team  has  won  one  game,  and  as  the  teams 
are  evenly  matched  an  exciting  contest  is  looked 
for.  The  Chicago  delegation  will  leave  Satur¬ 
day  morning  at  nine  o’clock  over  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  road.  Manager  Fellenz,  of  the  Milwaukee 
team,  says  his  men  are  in  the  best  of  condition 
and  Manager  Sands,  of  the  Black  Diamonds, 
doesn’t  say  anything,  but  looks  wise.  Manager 
Fellenz  says  his  team  is  a  three  to  five  favorite 
(Milwaukee  odds),  but  that  will  melt  away  when 
Lou  Lancaster  arrives  with  his  money  belt. 

In  the  last  six  months  thousands  of  acres  of 
coal  lands  have  been  leased  in  Gallia,  Lawrence 
and  Meigs  counties,  in  Ohio,  and  as  the  territory 
has  no  shipping  facilities  there  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  speculation  regarding  the  deals  which 
have  been  made  in  that  section.  Almost  every 
acre  of  coal  land  in  the  three  counties  has  been 
taken  up,  and  that  the  men  who  secured  the  leases 
were  wise  is  made  certain  by  statements  made  in 
a  letter  which  a  friend  recently  received  from 
Joseph  Ramsey,  former  president  of  the  Wabash 


and  now  at  the  head  of  the  syndicate  construct¬ 
ing  the  Lorain  and  Ashland  railroad  from  Lorain 
to  the  Ohio  River.  Mr.  Ramsey  says  that  the  Uy- 
rain  &  Ashland  has  taken  over  the  Industrial  rail¬ 
way  from  Lorain  to  Wellington  and  will  be  ex¬ 
tended  at  once  to  a  point  on  the  Ohio  river  op¬ 
posite  Point  Pleasant,  where  the  Kanawha  & 
Michigan  crosses  the  Ohio  river  on  a  bridge.  He 
says  that  the  Deepwater  &  Tidewater  will  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  point  Pleasant  and  his  road  will  connect 
with  it,  crossing  on  the  bridge  and  making  a  new 
ocean  to  lake  route.  From  the  river  terminus  two 
branches  will  be  run,  tapping  the  undeveloped  coal 
territory  of  southern  and  southeastern  Ohio.  Be¬ 
yond  these  branches  no  further  developments  arc 
in  mind.  The  new  route  will  be  the  shortest  line 
from  the  coal  fields  to  the  lakes  and  will  have  a 
grade  of  from  twenty-five  to  twenty-six  feet  a  mile 
throughout  its  length.  Mr.  Ramsey  further  said 
that  several  other  persons  are  associated  with 
him  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  “forming  a 
small,  compact  syndicate.”  Engineers,  he  said, 
are  now  at  work  surveying  the  route  to  the  Ohio 
river.  This  statement  of  Ramsey  shows  that  the 
men  who  have  secured  the  coal  leases  will  profit 
largely  by  them. 

Probably  few  people  outside  of  the  business 
have  any  idea  of  the  many  calls  upon  the  trade 
to  supply  coal  gratis  to  the  poor  or  of  the  gen¬ 
erous  response  usually  made  to  such  appeals.  In 
a  conversation  on  this  subject  the  other  day  the 
head  of  one  of  the  largest  retail  companies  in 
(Chicago  commented  on  the  great  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  various  organizations  for  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  charity  and  spoke  in  a  most  commenda¬ 
tory  way  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  and  the  Volunteers  of  America.  He 
said  that  many  charitable  agencies  are  careless  in 
the  matter  of  discriminating  between  the  worthy 
and  the  unworthy,  so  that  he  himself  had  to  be 
very  watchful  in '  this  regard.  “But,”  said  he, 
“when  a  request  comes  from  cither  of  these  two 
organizations  it  receives  my  O.  K.  without  ques¬ 
tion,  for  I  know  that  the  need  is  genuine  and 
the  recipient  deserving. 

The  production  of  coal  in  Indiana  has  increased 
rapidly  and  uninterruptedly  during  the  last  ten 
years.  It  has.  in  fact,  been  trebled  in  that  period, 
from  3,905,779  short  tons  in  1896,  to  11.895.252 
tons  in  1905.  The  value  of  the  output  in  1905 
amounted  to  $12,492,255.  The  principal  increases 
in  the  last  few  years  have  been  in  Greene,  Sulli¬ 
van,  Vermilion  and  Vigo  counties.  These  have 
been  particularly  notable  where  a  large  amount 
of  development  has  taken  place.  The  production 
in  these  two  counties  has  more  than  trebled  in 
the  last  five  years,  while  Clay  and  Parke  counties, 
formerly  among  the  most  important  producers, 
show  a  tendency  to  decreased  output.^  The  statis¬ 
tics  of  labor  employed  in  the  coal  mines  of  Indi¬ 
ana  show  that  there  was  a  decided  increase  in 
the  number  of  men  employed,  and  an  equally 
decided  decrease  in  the  .number  of  days  worked. 
'Phis  is  probablv  more  apparent  than  real  and  is 
doubtless  due  to  the  large  number  of  changes  in 
ownership  which  took  place  in  1905.  by  which  cer¬ 
tain  men  were  reported  twice,  not  for  two  differ¬ 
ent  periods,  thus  reducing  the  average  time,  but 
anparentlv  increasing  the  number  of  employes. 
The  total  number  of  men  reported  in  1905  was 
25,323,  working  an  average  of  151  days,  against 
19.587  men  for  171  days  in  1904,  and  17,017  men 
for  187  days  in  1903.  Dividing  these  figures  into 
the  total  tonnage  reported  it  is  found  that  there 
has  been  a  decreasing  tendency  in  the  production 
of  each  employe.  The  average  daily  production 
per  man  has  decreased  from  3.22  tons  in  1903  to 
3.14  tons  in  1904  and  3.11  tons  in  1905.  These 
decreases  have  occurred  in  spite  of  a  distinct  in¬ 
crease  in  the  number  of  machines  used  and  in 
the  machine  mined  tonnage.  In  1905  506  machines 
mined  4.207,246  short  tons,  or  35.4  per  cent  of 
the  total  output,  whereas  in  1904  409  machines 
mined  3.681.032  tons  of  coni,  or  33  9  per  cent,  and 
in  1903  329  machines  produced  3,334,961  tons,  or 
30.9  per  cent  of  the  total.  The  entire  coal  mining 
business  of  Indiana  may  be  said  to  be  on  the 
eight -hour  basis.  During  1905.  out  of  a  total 
of  25,323  men  employed.  24.484  of  them  were  dis¬ 
tributed  among  271  mines  that  reported  an  eight- 
hour  working  day. 
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Possibilities  in  Coal  Exportation. 

Great  advances  in  tlic  volume  of  America’s  foreign  trade  have  been 
made  in  the  last  decade  by  almost  every  great  industry.  'I'he  idea  has  pre¬ 
vailed,  however,  that  our  exports  of  coal  are  insignificant,  and  moreover 
that  they  can  not  be  incrca.sed.  This  belief  is  so  general  that  probably  the 
vast  majority  of  American  operators  have  never  given  the  least  thought 
to  the  possibilities  of  the  foreign  markets,  cither  as  to  extent  or  as  to 
availability.  We  believe,  therefore,  that  a  certain  degree  of  interest  will 
attach  to  the  series  of  articles  bearing  upon  this  subject,  which  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

In  the  first  of  these  articles  it  appears  that  while  in  1890  the  United 
States  had  only  a  precarious  hold  on  the  fourth  rank  among  coal  export¬ 
ing  countries,  in  1904  it  was  safely  in  third  place,  with  a  far  greater  per¬ 
centage  of  increase  for  the  period  than  that  shown  by  any  other  country. 
With  this  encouraging  showing  drawn  from  the  record  of  the  immediate 
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past,  added  importance  attaches  to  the  two  chief  matters  emphasized  by  the 
other  articles. 

First  in  order,  and  nearest  home,  is  the  Canadian  trade.  It  is  evident 
from  the  facts  stated  by  our  correspondent  across  the  border  that  Canadian 
manufacturers  are  seriously  handicapped  by  their  imptirt  duty  on  coal,  which 
forces  them  to  use  inferior  local  fuels  unless  compelled  by  the  nature  of 
their  industry  to  buy  the  preferable  but  more  exiiensive  American  product. 
Apparently  this  tariff  is  the  chief  if  not  the  only  obstacle  to  a  lucrative 
Canadian  market  for  bituminous  coal,  far  larger  than  that  in  anthracite, 
which  is  admitted  duty  free 

Writing  frmn  his  own  point  of  view  and  admitting  the  improbability 
of  any  offsetting  concession  on  the  part  of  congress,  our  correspondent 
urges  the  wisdom  of  a  repeal  by  the  Canadian  parliament  of  the  coal  im- 
I)ort  duty.  But  the  Canadian  tariff  policy,  like  our  own,  is  avowedly  pro¬ 
tectionist  in  character,  greatly  reducing  the  likelihood  of  such  a  repeal  being 
secured.  'I'liis  desirable  consummation  would  be  greatly  expedited  were 
the  United  States  to  offer  reciprocity  in  coal.  It  is  well  worthy  of  con- 
sidcratio.n  by  the  coal  operators  of  this  country,  whether  it  would  not  be 
to  their  interests  to  urge  the  negotiation  of  such  a  reciprocity  treaty,  since 
the  flow  of  trade  would  be  toward  Canada  throughout  the  major  part  of 
the  four  thousand  miles  of  boundary,  and  southw'ard  practically  only  from 
Nova  Scotia  into  eastern  New  England. 

The  other  important  matter  referred  to  has  to  do  with  transatlantic 
trade,  which  is  represented  as  being  chiefly  a  question  of  transportation, 
or,  mrire  s])ccifically,  of  proper  vessels  for  carrying  coal  out,  and  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  such  vessels  a  return  cargo. 

Regarding  the  first  of  these,  the  lack  of  proper  vessels  for  the  business, 
it  is  not  really  an  obstacle.  For  once  let  it  be  proven  that  there  is  sufficient 
profit  in  the  business,  and  capital,  always  looking  for  investment,  will  pro¬ 
vide  the  ships.  But  there  is  where  the  rub  comes;  would  the  business  be 
profitable  or  could  it  be  made  so?  From  the  facts  and  figures  cited  it 
seems  probable  that  the  outward  cargo  of  coal  could  be  carried  at  a  freight 
rate  fair  to  the  operators  and  yet  leave  a  good  margin  of  profit  for  the 
vessel  owners.  The  difficulty  lies  in  finding  sufficiently  regular  return  car¬ 
goes  of  a  class  suited  to  the  type  of  vessel  required  for  the  coal  trade.  This 
seems,  at  present,  to  be  the  unsolved  problem,  and,  because  of  the  length 
of  tlic  voyage  and  the  necessary  lowness  of  the  rate  on  coal  it  w'ould  be' 
impracticable  to  adopt  the  method  now  in  vogue  on  the  great  lakes — that 
of  making  the  return  trip  in  ballast. 

With  these  difficulties  satisfactorily  met,  it  seems  fairly  well  demon¬ 
strated  that  the  way  would  be  opened  for  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
export  trade  in  coal  to  Europe.  Here  again,  therefore,  it  may  be  said 
that  it  might  be  to  the  advantage  of  eastern  operators  to  attempt  the  solu¬ 
tion  of  t’lese  problems. 

Sub-Bituminous  Coal. 

While  the  so-called  lignite  coals  are  distinctly  different  in  many  of  their 
chemical  and  physical  qualities  from  bituminous  coals,  yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  with  fuller  knowledge  of  the  lignite  deposits,  it  has  come  to  be  recog¬ 
nized  that  it  is  unjust  to  class  them  all  in  one  category,  some  of  them 
greatly  outranking  others,  whether  viewed  from  a  scientific  point  of  view 
.  or  purely  with  regard  to  their  practical  value.  After  making  a  careful 
investigation  of  the  subject  the  scientists  in  the  employ  of  the  government 
have  drawn  definite  distinctions  as  to  these  coals  and  have  determined  that 
there  are  two  well-defined  classes,  local,  for  the  most  part,  to  distinct  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  country.  For  these  two  classes  names  have  been  officially 
adopted  which  will  be  used  in  all  government  publications,  and  so  will  tend 
gradually  to  come  into  general  popular  use.  Lhider  this  ruling,  the  term 
“lignite”  will  be  limited  to  the  lower  or  less  valuable  group,  and  the  higher 
group  will  receive  the  new  name  “sub-bituminous.” 

Sub-bituminous  coal  ranks  next  below'  the  true  bituminous  coal,  which 
it  closely  resembles  in  general  appearance,  but  it  slacks  more  readily  and 
lacks  the  prismatic  structure  of  bituminous.  On  the  other  hand,  it  does 
not  have  the  woody  or  fibrous  texture  of  “lignite”  coal,  and  it  is  distinctly 
black  as  to  color.  Sub-bituminous  coal  is  found  chiefly  in  the  Rocky  moun¬ 
tain  and  southwestern  states,  including  Montana,  Idaho,  Washington.  Oregon, 
California,  Wyoming,  Utah,  Colorado,  New  Mexico  and  a  part  of  Te.xas. 

Lignite  coal,  in  the  new  and  restricted  sense,  is  the  lowest  grade  of 
coal  w'hich  is  recognized  as  such.  It  is  usually  of  a  more  or  less  woody  or 
fibrous  structure  and  is  distinctly  brown  in  color,  even  on  a  fresh  fracture. 
Mine  samples  often  show  as  high  as  forty  per  cent  of  moisture,  and  it  has  a 
much  lower  calorific  value  than  the  sub-bituminous  coal.  Lignite  is  found 
chiefly  in  North  and  South  Dakota,  .Arkansas,  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
Texas,  the  last  named  state  being  the  only  one  noted  as  containing  con¬ 
siderable  deposits  of  both  sub-bituminous  and  lignite. 
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The  Coal  Resources  of  Tennessee. 

By  T.  M.  Jones, 


When  I  first  came  to  Tennessee  I  was  given 
the  impression  that  the  Sewanee  seam  of  coal 
was  the  most  important,  with  the  exception  of 
the  small  area  of  the  Durham  seam,  in  the 
Chattanooga  district.  This  impression  is  not 
uncommon,  not  only  with  the  local  coal  people, 
but  with  also  the  people  that  come  here  to 
look  for  investment  in  the  coal  lands  of  this 
vicinity. 

In  my  examinations  of  the  neighboring  coal 
fields  of  Tennessee,  Kentucky  and  Georgia  I 
have  found  that  the  coal  seams  having  their 
horizons  in  what  is  known  locally  as  the 
“Lookout  sandstone”  are  of  better  quality  than 
the  seams  contained  in  the  measures  lying 
above  the  “Lookout  sandstone”  and  known  lo¬ 
cally  as  the  “Walden  sandstone.”  This  is  of 
great  importance  to  this  district  and  state,  for 
the  area  of  the  “Lookout  sandstone”  is  greater 
than  the  area  of  the  “Walden  sandstone”  as  six 
is  to  one,  and  it  also  has  generally  one  more 
seam  of  workable  coal.  This  would  go  to  show 
that  the  quantity  in  those  lower  measures  is  at 
least  ten  times  greater  than  the  coal  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  coal  seams  in  the  “Walden 
sandstone.” 

It  is  worthy  of  comment  that  just  at  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  Chattanooga  are  very  large  deposits 
of  these  coals  on  which  the  freight  rate  to 
Chattanooga  would  be  about  thirty  cents  per 
ton,  thus  affording  a  coal  second  in  quality  to 
none  in  the  United  States  at  a  cost  lower  than 
any  other  in  the  country  except,  perhaps,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala. 

Conclusions  Sustained  by  Analyses. 

The  statement  made  above  as  to  the  quality 
of  these  coals  is  made  advisedly,  for  the  writer 
has  made  an  investigation  that  satisfies  him  as 
to  this.  He  has  analyses  that  show  a  remark¬ 
able  coal.  One  sample  gave  an  amount  of 
fixed  carbon  of  75.38  per  cent,  and  ash  of  1.60 
per  cent,  and  sulphur  of  0.80  per  cent.  The 
average  analysis  of  this  coal,  that  is  variously 
known  as  “The  Castle  Rock,”  “The  Old 
Aetna,”  and  the  “Raccoon,”  yields  a  fixed  car¬ 
bon  of  74  per  cent,  ash  1.60  per  cent  and  sul¬ 
phur  of  between  0.80  and  1  per  cent.  The 
analysis  of  some  coke  taken  from  about  fifteen 
tons  of  it  coked  in  the  ordinary  “bee  hive 
oven”  yielded  fixed  carbon,  93.58  per  cent; 
ash,  4.30  per  cent,  and  sulphur,  0.68  per  cent. 

The  fuel  constituents  of  a  coal  are  volatile 
hydrocarbons  and  the  non-volatile  or  fixed  car¬ 
bon.  The  relation  between  them  is  called  the 
fuel  ratio,  which  is  determined  by  dividing  the 
fixed  carbon  by  the  volatile  combustible  con¬ 
stituents  of  the  coal.  It  expresses  within  cer¬ 
tain  limits  the  heat  value  of  the  fuel,  for  the 
heat  is  obtained  mainly  from  the  fixed  carbon, 
the  larger  part  of  the  volatile  matter  in  coals 
that  are  high  in  gases  being  set  free  by  the 
heat  before  they  are  consumed  and  are  dissi¬ 
pated  in  smoke.  The  fuel  ratio  of  the  “Castle 
Rock”  coal  is  3.4,  the  fuel  ratio  of  the  Sewanee 
coal  is  2.0,  and  the  coal  on  the  Cincinnati,  New 
Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  railroad  is  1.5. 

Proximity  of  Large  Iron  Deposits. 

The  quality  of  the  coal  and  coke  from 
this  seam  is  of  importance  to  Chattanooga  be¬ 
cause  it  is  so  eminently  suited  for  steam  and 
metallurgical  purposes,  since  around  Chat¬ 
tanooga  there  are  also  large  deposits  of  iron  ore 
that  will  be  exploited  very  thoroughly  before 
many  years  go  by.  It  is  estimated  by  those 
considered  to  be  authorities  that  the  visible  de¬ 
posits  of  iron  ore  in  the  United  States  will  not 
last  more  than  one  hundred  years  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  rate  of  depletion.  So  it  will  not  be  long 
before  the  ores  of  this  district  shall  be  inquired 
after  and  get  into  the  hands  of  the  large  cor¬ 
porations  that  will  have  great  plants  to  turn 
it  into  commercial  iron  and  steel. 

To  recur  to  the  quality  of  the  coals  in  the 
“Lookout  sandstone”  measures,  the  reason  why 
so  much  stress  is  properly  put  upon  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  coal  is  illustrated. by  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  New  River  and  the  Pocahontas 
coal  fields  of  West  Virginia,  where  the  coal  is 


hauled, 350  miles  to  the  nea’-est  market.  'I'he 
New  River  field  has  but  one  seam  that  is  not 
thicker  than  three  and  one-half  feet,  and  if  it 
were  not  for  the  quality  it  would  not  pay  to 
mine  it  and  ship  it  350  miles  to  the  nearest 
market. 

The  coal  that  is  known  as  the  “Castle  Rock” 
seam  is  of  equal  quality  with  the  New  River 
coal.  It  is  true  that  the  seam  is  not  as  thick 
as  the  seam  in  the  New  River  field,  but  the 
freight  rate  on  it  to  the  nearest  market  is  one 
dollar  per  ton  less.  It  can  be  mined  for  not 
to  exceed  ninety  cents  per  ton  on  a  reasonable 
output,  because  of  the  conditions  surrounding 
the  seam. 

Rapid  Advance  in  Values. 

The  coal  properties  around  Chattanooga  and 
vicinity  are  enhancing  in  value  very  fast.  Some 
of  the  going  propositions  of  the  Cincinnati, 
New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  railroad,  with 
plants  that  did  not  cost  to  exceed  $5,000  to 
$10,000  were  recently  sold  for  $100  to  $125  per 
acre.  The  places  referred  to  are  not  more  than 
175  miles  from  Chattanooga. 

The  seams  of  coal  on  the  Cincinnati,  New 
Orleans  &  Te.xas  Pacific  railroad  near  the  line 
between  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  are  of  an 
excellent  quality  for  domestic  purposes,  and 
the  lowest  seam  in  the  measures  is  of  as  a  seam 
of  coal  of  its  class  as  can  be  found  anywhere. 
It  has  a  very  good  appearance  and  comes  out 
in  large  lumps  and  will  bear  any  reasonable 
amount  of  handling  without  much  breakage. 

If  it  were  in  West  Virginia  the  world  at 
large  would  hear  of  it  in  a  very  short  while, 
for  it  would  be  advertised  with  the  unceasing 
energy  that  is  characteristic  of  the  people  in 
control  of  the  coal  industry  of  that  state.  The 
seam  is  about  four  and  one-half  feet  thick  and 
very  regular  for  this  section,  without  a  parting 
of  any  sort  and  without  any  visible  refuse  in 
it.  It  is  low  in  ash,  having  about  four  per  cent, 
with  a  volatile  content  of  thirty-five  per  cent 
and  a  fixed  carbon  of  fifty-five  per  cent. 

Capital  is  seeking  investment  in  this  district 
in  larger  quantities  than  ever  before.  It  has  been 
putting  the  money  in  the  Jellico  and  neighbor¬ 
ing  fields  until  values  there  are  from  thirty  to 
one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  The  Battle  Creek 
coal  of  this  district  is  as  good  a  domestic  coal 
as  the  Jellico  coal;  it  burns  as  well  and  does 
not  go  out  while  your  back  is  turned. 

Railroads  Favorable  to  Development. 

The  railroads  that  dominate  this  section  of 
the  state  are  very  anxious  to  build  up  a  business 
in  export  coal,  that  they  may  have  a  long  haul 
instead  of  all  very  short  hauls,  as  at  present. 
We  can  export  coal  of  the  character  of  the 
Battle  Creek  coal  or  the  coals  on  the  Cincin¬ 
nati,  New  Orleans  &  Texas  Pacific  railroad  that 
will  not  suffer  from  handling  or  deteriorate  on 
exposure  to  the  elements  to  the  east  coast  of 
South  America,  and  when  the  Panama  canal 
is  completed,  to  the  west  coast,  to  Mexico, 
to  France,  to  Spain  and  to  South  Africa  at  a 
profit.  The  writer  knows  this,  for  he  helped  to 
compile,  while  in  New  York  city  not  long 
since,  a  chart  of  the  world  that  showed  all  the 
ports  importing  coal,  the  freight  rates  from 
Mobile  and  New  Orleans  to  these  ports,  the 
price  that  was  being  paid  in  these  ports  as 
ascertained  by  correspondence  with  the  United 
States  consuls  at  the  ports  and  the  probable 
profits  to  be  had  on  the  coal  to  be  shipped 
from  here.  France  offers  a  differential  of  many 
cents  per  ton  on  all  coal  other  than  British 
coals  because  it  would  like  to  have  another 
source  of  supply  in  the  event  of  war  with  Great 
Britain.  They  also  offer  free  dockage  facilities 
for  a  certain  quantity  of  such  coal  from  other 
countries.  England  exports  between  fifty  mil¬ 
lion  and  sixty  million  tons  of  coal  per  annum. 

The  general  review  of  the  market  keeps  us 
constantly  ported. — Jaspers  &  Haan,  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 


Pagin’ s  Defense. 

The  Coal  Trade  Journal  in  its  issue  of  August 
first  attempts  to  justify  the  theft  of  staii.stics 
by  its  western  corrcsi)ondent,  by  saying  the 
figures  were  clipped  from  a  report  is.sued  by  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics,  Department  of  Commerce, 
Washington,  1).  C.,  and  it  was  supposed  that  they 
were  "common  property.”  It  cheerfully  over¬ 
looks  the  fact  that  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  never 
uses  these  figures  without  giving  proper  credit. 
Gur  contemporary  states  that  it  was  “deeply 
pauied”  by  our  article,  which  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  trade  to  their  act  of  plagiarism. 
Thi  i  was  quite  natural,  as  most  people  arc  “deeply 
pained”  when  caught  in  the  act  of  making  use 
of  another  man’s  property.  The  C.  T.  J.  thinks 
we  lack  enterprise,  and  our  contemporary 
should  be  imitated  by  us  in  this  respect.  If 
“enterprise”  means  stealing  the  product  of  an¬ 
other  man’s  brain  we  must  confess  we  are  not 
c.nterprising.  The  Coal  'Trade  Journal  is  enter¬ 
prising  occasionally.  The  last  enterprising  thing 
it  did  was  to  purchase  a  half  page  advertise¬ 
ment  in  the  The  Black  Dia.monu.oii  November 
fourth,  1905,  trying  to  bolster  up  their  circula¬ 
tion.  Another  enterprising  deed  was  committed 
on  February  eighteenth,  1905,  when  a  half  page 
space  was  purchased  for  the  same  purpose.  Here 
is  an  “enterprising”  paragraph  taken  from  the 
editorial  page  of  that  enterprisijig  paper : 

“The  Coal  Trade  Journal  is  the  only  newspaper 
in  the  United  States  entirely  devoted  to  the  coal 
industry.”  A  paper  that  continually  prints  a 
prevarication  like  that  should  be  the  last  one  to 
talk  about  lack  of  enterprise.  Ananias  was  en¬ 
terprising,  but  his  work  was  not  apprccitit-’d. 


Consolidation  of  Interests. 

One  of  the  largest  deals  in  the  history  of  the 
bituminous  coal  business  was  consummated  this 
week,  whereby  a  corporation  known  as  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Co.,  with 
a  capital  of  $8,000,000,  acquires  by  a  999-year 
lease  all  the  property  and  business  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Beech  Creek  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Webster  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  North  River 
Coal  &  Wharf  Co.  and  a  number  of  electric  light 
and  water  companies  controlled  by  the  old  cor¬ 
poration.  C.  D.  Simpson  and  T.  H.  Watkins,  of 
Scranton,  are  largely  interested  in  the  project. 

The  importance  of  this  transaction  will  be  read¬ 
ily  appreciated  from  the  fact  that  the  new  com¬ 
pany  will  control  approximately  125,000  acres  of 
coal  lands,  containing  over  a  billion  tons  of  coal, 
with  forty-four  coal  mines  and  over  a  thousand 
coke  ovens  now  in  operation.  The  company  owns 
1,000  private  railroad  cars,  extensive  docks  at 
Port  Liberty,  N.  J.,  and  will  control  the  business 
already  established  in  distributing  coal  throughout 
Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  New 
England. 

The  properties  acquired  are  located  at  the 
eastern  end  of  the  bituminous  coal  fields  and 
have  a  shorter  haul  to  the  tidewater  and  New 
England  markets  than  any  other  large  body  of 
coal  lands. 

The  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  allied 
in  a  friendly  way  and  possibly  more  than  that 
with  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  It  was  formed 
in  1902  and  acquired  the  Webster  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  the  combined  capital  of  the  two  being 
$24,000,000.  They  own  80,000  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Cambria,  Blair  and  Indiana  counties  on  the  main 
line  and  branches  of  the  Pennsylvania.  Those 
lands  are  estimated  to  contain  900,000,000  tons  of 
bituminous  coal  available  for  shipment.  The 
mines  produce  daily  about  12,000  tons.  The  com¬ 
panies  also  produce  600,000  tons  of  coke  annually. 
The  New  York  Central  reaches  the  properties. 
In  May,  1904,  the  entire  $6,000,000  capital  stock 
of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  pur 
chased,  giving  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
control  of  the  117,000  acres  of  coal  and  surface, 
containing  over  1,000,000,000  tons  of  coal.  ’1  he 
Pennsylvania  company  has  its  own  and  under¬ 
lying  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $12,188,000.  W.  A. 
Lathrop  is  president;  T.  H.  Watkins,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  A.  G.  Edwards,  secretary;  R.  M.  Law, 
treasurer.  These,  with  S.  1'.  Peters,  R.  H.  Wil¬ 
liams,  C.  D.  Simpson,  Robert  Mitchell,  H.  G. 
Lloyd,  James  Kerr  and  John  Carstersen,  comprise 
the  directors. 
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Coal  as  an  Export 

Present  Facts  and  Future  Possibilities 


Some  Export  Statistics. 

I'liere,  arc  altogether  eleven  countries  engaged 
in  the  export  of  coal  to  other  countries  on  a  scale 
sufficiently  large  to  aggregate  shipments  of  about 
a  half  million  tons  per  annum,  or  more.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  statistics  collated  by  the  London  (Eng.) 
Iron  and  Coal  Trades  Rcviciv,  the  total  quantity 
of  coal  exported  by  these  countries  in  1004  was 
about  1 12,000,000  tons.  Of  this  quantity  nearly 
(■>0,000,000  tons  were  shipped  abroad  by  Great 
Britain,  and  only  about  40,000,000  tons  by  other 
countries.  The  exports  from  Great  Britain  be¬ 
tween  1890  and  1904  increased  from  38,000,000 
tons  to  0.1,441,000  tons,  being  an  increase  of 
20,781,000  tons.  In  the  same  interval  the  exports 
from  the  United  States  have  increased  from 
1,932,000  tons  to  8,574,000  tons,  an  increase  of 
0,042,000  tons,  while  Germany  has  increased  her 
exports  from  10,313,000  tons  to  21,631,000  tons, 
an  increase  of  11,318,000  tons.  In  the  French 
coal  export  business  the  movement  of  foreign 
trade  has  lieen  almost  stationary  over  the  same 
period,  showing  an  increase  of  only  194,000  tons. 

Reduced  to  percentages,  the  four  leading  coun¬ 
tries  have  shown  the  following  increase  during 
the  fourteen  year  period ;  Great  Britain,  69.2 
per  cent;  United  States,  343.7  per  cent;  Germany, 
109.7  per  cent;  France,  16.7  per  cent.  Thus  it 
will  be  seen  that  proportionally  the  gain  made 
by  the  United  States  has  been  overwhelming. 

Among  the  minor  coal-exporting  countries  the 
greatest  advance  of  late  years  has  taken  place  in 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  Japan,  while  British 
India  has  made  a  notable  advance  which  is  likely 
to  become  more  important  as  time  goes  on. 

d'he  tons  of  coal  exported  by  each  country  for 
the  years  1890,  1900  and  1904  have  been  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

1890.  1900.  1904. 


Croat  Britain  . 38,660,000  68,405,000  65,441,000 

Germany  . 10,313,000  18,055,000  21,631,000 

United  States  .  1,932,000  7,918,000  8,574,000 

Belgium  .  5,916,000  6,939,000  6,486,000 

Japan .  1,215,000  3,350,000  2,879,000 

'Australia .  1,747,000  1,611,000 

Canada .  639,000  1,465,000  1,470,000 

France .  1,154,000  1,201,000  1,348,000 

Austria-Hungary .  673,000  1,078,000  1,109,000 

British  India  .  27,000  543,000  595,000 

Natal  .  9,000  95,000  496,000 


The  returns  for  1905  are  not  as  yet  available 
for  all  the  countries  named  above.  So  far  as 
published  they  are  as  follows :  Great  Britain, 
66,755,000  tons;  Germany,  18,157,000  tons;  United 
States,  9,189,000  tons;  Belgium,  4,681,000  tons; 
France,  1,658,000  tons. 

Coal-Exporting  Countries  Also  Import. 

The  extent  to  which  coal-exporting  countries 
are  also  importers  of  that  mineral  is  hardly  less 
striking  than  the  remarkable  fact  that  the  great¬ 
est  iron-exporting  countries  are  also,  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  cases,  large  importers  of  that  metal. 
France  is  by  far  the  largest  importer  of  mineral 
fuel.  Her  total  coal  imports  in  1904  were  2,694,- 
000  tons  more  than  in  1890,  but  about  1,500,000 
tons  less  than  in  1900.  Germany  herself,  the  sec¬ 
ond  largest  coal-exporting  country  in  the  world, 
■is  also  the  second  greatest  among  the  coal-im¬ 
porting  countries,  and  the  imports  of  1904  were 
nearly  3,500,000  tons  more  than  those  of  1890. 
Austria-Hungary  is  the  third  largest  importer  jf 
coal,  and  in  1904  exceeded  her  imports  of  1890 
by  more  than  3,000,000  tons.  The  Dominion  of 
Canada  takes  the  fourth  place,  with  about  500,000 
tons  less  in  1904  than  Austria-Hungary.  Great 
Britain  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
coal-importing  nations,  having  in  no  single  year, 
until  the  year  1905,  exceeded  10,000  tons.  All 
European  countries,  whether  themselves  coal  ex¬ 
porters  or  not,  are  increasing  their  coal  im¬ 
ports.  So  also  with  the  United  States,  which  in 
1900  took  about  double  the  quantity  imported  in 
1890,  although  there  was  a  material  falling  off  in 
the  year  1904.  The  tons  of  coal  imported  into 


the  thirteen  principal  coal-importing  countries  in 
1890,  1900  and  1904  were  as  follows: 


1890. 

1900. 

1904. 

United  KinHdom  . 

1,000 

10,000 

3,000 

United  States  . 

.  952,000 

1,903,000 

1,621,000 

(jcrmany  . 

.  4,657,000 

8,034,000 

7,975,000 

!■  ranee . 

.10,375,000 

14,602,000 

13,069,000 

Belgium  . 

.  1,787,000 

3,600,000 

4,085,000 

Russia . 

.  1,743,000 

4,484,000 

3,734,000 

Austria-Hungary . 

6,864,000 

6,738,000 

Italy . 

.  4,355,000 

4,947,000 

5,905,000 

vSweden  . 

.  1,530,000 

3,130,000 

*3,288,000 

Japan  . 

11,000 

99,000 

618,000 

British  India  . 

817,000 

143,000 

275,000 

Dominion  of  Canada.. 

.  2,379,000 

3,960,000 

6,194,000 

Cape  of  Good  Hoi>e... 

133,000 

•  336,000 

*513,000 

•Year  1903. 

The  records  for  1905,  so  far  as  available,  show 
that  the  principal  importing  countries  received 
the  following  quantities  in  that  year :  Great 
Britain,  48,500  tons;  United  States,  1,653,000 
tons;  Germany,  10,113,000  tons;  France,  12,146,- 
000  tons;  Belgium,  4,586,000  tons,  and  Italy, 
(>,019,000  tons  (11  months). 

Probable  Increase  in  Coal  Imports. 

The  extent  to  which  the  demand  of  coal  in 
different  countries  is  likely  to  increase'  in  the 
future  is  a  question  closely  allied  to  that  which 
has  just  been  considered.  Many  countries  that 
have  no  suitable  coal  resources  of  their  own  must 
in  the  future  be  more  and  more  extensive  cus¬ 
tomers  of  those  countries  that  have  supplies 
available  for  export.  Hence  we  may  expect  the 
exports  of  those  countries  to  increase  more  or 
less  rapidly,  according  to  the  superiority  or  the 
inferiority  of  the  economic  conditions  under 
which  the  coal  is  worked  and  shipped.  There  is 
no  standard  by  which  the  extent  of  this  develop¬ 
ment  can,  with  confidence,  be  measured.  The 
greatest  per  capita  consumption  of  coal  at  the 
present  time  is  reached  in  Great  Britain,  where 
domestic  consumption  absorbs  about  four  tons  of 
coal  annually  per  head  of  the  population.  At 
such  a  rate  as  this  the  world’s  annual  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal  would  be  a  wholly  incredible  quan¬ 
tity — not  less  than  6,000,000,000  tons,  or  more 
than  six  times  the  present  total  annual  output  of 
the  world’s  collieries.  The  German  average 
would  give  a  standard  of  less  than  one-half  this 
quantity,  and  that  of  the  United  States  almost  as 
much  as  Great  Britain. 

These  figures  are  statistically  interesting  as 
indicating  the  great  scope  that  there  is  for  the 
future  expansion  of  coal  production  and  coal  ex¬ 
ports.  Happily  it  is  not  as  yet  with  coal  as  with 
iron  ore — there  is  no  need  at  present  for  appre¬ 
hension  as  to  the  extent  and  duration  of  the 
world’s  supplies. 


Canada's  Import  Duty  on  Coal. 

By  a  Canadian. 

In  the  approaching  revision  of  the  tariff  the 
Canadian  government  should  take  a  decisive  atti¬ 
tude  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  coal  duties. 
For  the  year  ending  with  June,  1905,  on  an  im¬ 
portation  of  4,176,274  tons  of  soft  coal,  valued  at 
$8,002,896,  we  paid  in  duty  $2,206,283,  As  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  is  free,  this  large  contribution  may  be 
regarded  as  a  special  impost  on  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  industries  of  Canada,  an  impost  falling  chiefly 
on  Ontario,  but  extending  to  Quebec  and  Mani¬ 
toba.  The  manufacturers  may  be  reluctant  to 
press  for  relief  from  this  tax,  as  they  are  seeking 
general  increases  in  the  tariff  for  their  own  ben¬ 
efit.  But  the  Government  is  bound  by  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  Liberal  party  as  well  as  by  a  right 
view  of  the  economic  situation  to  correct  abuses 
and  adjust  inequalities  by  lowering  and  not  by 
increasing  tariff  imposts.  While  a  general  in¬ 
crease  in  the  duty  on  manufactured  goods  would 
burden  agriculture  and  other  self-sustaining  in¬ 
dustries,  and  would  provoke  an  outbreak  of  dis¬ 


content  now  considerately  withheld,  the  removal 
of  the  coal  duties  could  afford  equal  or  greater 
advantages  to  the  manufacturing  industries,  while 
lessening  instead  of  increasing  the  cost  of  manu¬ 
factured  products  to  the  general  public. 

At  one  time  there  was  an  effective  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  removal  of  the  coal  duties,  the 
money  being  urgently  needed  by  the  federal 
government.  This  obstacle  has  been  removed  by 
the  statesmanship  of  the  Liberal  government,  and 
now  a  buoyant  revenue  with  extensive  surplus 
not  only  permits,  but  in  a  measure  necessitates 
the  removal  of  this  taxation.  The  public  should 
profit  directly  by  the  increasing  revenue,  and 
there  can  be  no  more  practical  method  of  dis¬ 
tributing  the  profit  than  by  the  removal  of  this 
unnecessary  revenue  tariff. 

Protection  for  Nova  Scotia  Operators. 

Some  of  the  output  of  the  Nova  Scotia  coal 
mines  is  increased  in  price  by  the  duty  and  there 
would  naturally  be  a  request  for  compensatory 
favors  if  the  duty  were  removed.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  duty  on  coal  compensates  the  maritime 
provinces  for  the  protection  accorded  the  wheat, 
flour  and  farm  products  of  Ontario.  This  may 
have  been  the  view  when  the  tariff  was  imposed, 
but  it  can  scarcely  be  sustained  by  the  present 
situation.  Such  benefits  as  are  conferred  by  the 
coal  duty  fall  to  the  mining  companies,  and  can 
not  compensate  the  workers  nor  the  general  pub¬ 
lic  for  any  burden  that  the  tariff  may  impose. 
And  the  tariff  has  little  or  no  effect  on  the  price 
of  farm  products.  If  compensation  be  necessary 
it  pn  be  given  in  a  general  lowering  of  such 
tariff  rates  as  do  bear  heavily  on  the  maritime 
provinces. 

A  proposal  which  is  impeded  by  the  necessity 
of  American  compliance  is  the  compensation  of 
the  maritime  provinces  by  a  treaty  of  reciprocity 
in  coal.  Such  a  treaty  would  be  of  great  advan¬ 
tage  to  both  countries,  and  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  secure  it.  The  opening  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  market  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  our  coal 
mining  companies  unless  it  were  assured  for  a 
term  of  years.  They  would  not  incur  the  e.x- 
pense  of  opening  connections  unless  they  had  an 
assurance  that  their  market  would  not  be  closed 
by  some  transient  whim  or  agitation.  Reciprocity 
in  coal  should  be  the  aim  of  the  Dominion  gov¬ 
ernment,  but  if  that  can  not  be  obtained  we 
should  secure  such  benefits  as  are  within  our 
reach  by  removing  the  existing  coal  dutj'. 


Exporting  Coal  at  a  Profit. 

In  1901  and  1902  there  was  considerable  talk 
in  this  country  about  the  possibility  of  exporting 
coal  profitably.  Not  much  has  been  heard  about 
it  since,  but  still  we  do  export  a  moderate  amount 
of  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal.  The 
quantity  in  the  ten  months  ending  with  .4pril 
was  about  1,500,000  tons  of  the  former  and 
6,000,000  of  the  latter.  The  bulk  of  it  went  to 
British  America  and  Mexico,  but  a  small  quan¬ 
tity  was  sent  to  Europe.  Over  fifty  thousand  tons 
were  exported  from  Baltimore  in  ^lay,  being  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  tons  more  than  in  the  same  month 
last  year. 

Our  consul-general  at  Paris  lately  referred  to 
the  Swedish  report  on  the  supply  of  iron  ore  in 
different  countries,  which  represented  that  the 
available  supply  in  the  United  States  was  small 
in  proportion  to  its  rate  of  consumption,  much 
more  so  than  that  of  several  European  countries. 
In  fact,  we  were  said  to  produce  not  more  than 
one-ninth  of  the  world’s  supply,  while  we  con¬ 
sume  more  than  one-third  of  it.  and  so  far  as 
appears  at  present  are  liable  to  exhaust  our  own 
deposits  of  the  ore  in  about  a  third  of  a  century 
at  the  present  rate  of  consumption.  This  state¬ 
ment  will  be  regarded  with  skepticism,  but  un¬ 
less  new  and  extensive  deposits  should  be  de- 
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veloped  we  shall  encroach  rapidly  upon  the  sup¬ 
ply.  But,  as  the  consul-general  rerharked,  our 
coal  supply  is  practically  inexhaustible,  while  that 
of  Europe  is  diminishing  in  a  manner  to  give 
concern  in  the  countries  which  have  the  greatest 
industrial  use  for  it.  While  we  may  have  occa¬ 
sion  to  import  iron  in  a  generation  or  so,  Europe 
is  likely  to  have  to  import  coal  in  increasing 
quantity  much  sooner. 

France  Imports  Heavily. 

France,  for  instance,  imports  a  considerable 
quantity  now.  The  wholesale  price  of  bituminous 
coal  at  the  gates  of  Paris  is  about  $10  a  ton  and 
that  of  anthracite  nearly  $12,  and  there  it  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  an  octroi  duty  of  $1.38,  which  is  reduced 
to  20  cents  for  manufacturing  establishments 
within  the  city  fortifications  using  more  than 
fifty  tons  annually.  That  which  is  imported  is 
subject  to  a  duty  of  26  cents  a  ton.  Of  the  42,- 
694,100  tons  of  coal  consumed  in  France  in  1903. 
8,436,439  tons  was  imported,  mostly  from  Wales 
and  Belgium.  The  prices  vary  in  ordinary  seasons 
from  about  $4.65  to  $5.20  a  ton  delivered  at 
Havre,  and  the  cost  of  transportation  to  Paris, 
143  miles,  is  $1.35  a  ton.  Consul-General  Mason 
assumes  that  if  American  bituminous  coal  can  be 
delivered  in  large  quantity  at  Havre  for  $5  a 
ton,  a  large  export  trade  to  France  may  be  de¬ 
veloped.  We  are  not  sure  that  he  is  warranted 
in  the  statement  that  “there  are  millions  of  tons 
of  good  coking  and  gas  coals  in  the  Allegheny 
and  Cumberland  districts  of  the  United  States 
which  can  be  produced  with  profit  at  the  mouth 
of  the  mine  for  an  average  price  of  $1  to  $1.25 
a  ton,”  and  that  it  “should  be  possible  to  carry 
such  coals  to  tidewater  for  a  freight  not  much, 
if  anything,  in  excess  of  $1  a  ton.” 

A  Question  of  Ocean  Transportation. 

If  this  is  so  it  becomes  mainly  a  question  of 
ocean  transportation.  During  the  discussion  of 
the  project  of  exporting  coal  to  Europe  in  1902, 
which  was  practically  silenced  when  the  miners’ 
strike  of  that  year  came,  it  was  calculated  that 
to  make  such  a  trade  successful  at  existing  prices 
on  both  sides  of  the  ocean,  vessels  specially 
adapted  to  it  would  have  to  be  constructed,  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  great  ore  and  coal  carriers  of  the  lakes  ; 
that  is,  great  steel  barges  of  10,000  tons  capacity, 
with  quarters  for  crews  of  ten  or  fifteen  men 
and  engine  power  for  a  speed  of  eight  or  ten 
miles  an  hour.  These  might  profitably  carry  coal 
to  France  or  other  European  countries  needing 
it  if  they  could  rely  upon  return  cargoes,  but 
that  would  be  a  serious  question.  They  would 
require  bulky  freight,  cheap  to  handle,  for  they 
could  never  compete  with  the  regular  fast 
steamers  for  merchandise  of  high  value  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  bulk.  If  we  were  exchanging  coal  for 
iron  ore  this  might  be  practicable,  but  so  long 
as  our  iron  ore  is  more  cheaply  obtained  from 
the  ground  than  that  of  any  other  country,  our 
iron  and  steel  manufacturers  will  not  resort  to 
foreign  markets  for  material,  however  fast  they 
may  be  using  up  their  own  available  supplies. 
They  do  not  look  beyond  the  profits  of  their  own 
business  to  the  welfare  of  future  generations. 

If  our  export  trade  in  coal  develops  to  any  con¬ 
siderable  extent,  it  will  probably  be,  as  most  of 
our  export  trade  has  grown,  as  the  result  of  the 
needs  of  other  countries  which  will  come  after 
the  product  and  devise  the  means  of  getting  it 
and  carrying  it  over  the  seas.  They  can  do  this 
more  cheaply  and  will  be  willing  to  dp  it  with 
less  profit  than  our  own  capitalists.  It  is  only 
as  the  need  of  foreign  trade  is  felt,  for  securing 
imports  or  marketing  a  surplus  of  products,  that 
much  push  is  made  for  it.  That  is  why_  ours 
has  been  so  slow  to  develop  while  domestic  re¬ 
sources  have  been  so  great. 


British  Government  Ownership 

The  British  government  does  not  give  absolute 
title  to  mineral  lands  to  private  owners,  but  re¬ 
serves  substantial  benefits  for  itself.  It  is  some¬ 
times  urged  that  the  natural  sequence  of  perpet¬ 
ual  government  ownership  is  government  work¬ 
ing  of  the  deposits  when  commerce  requires  it. 
This,  however,  is  by  no  means  an  inevitable  con¬ 
clusion.  The  provincial  government  of  Ontario 
has  adopted  perpetual  government  ownership  for 
such  lands,  but  does  not  itself  operate  them.  It 
leases  them  to  private  companies  under  careful 
restrictions,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  wel¬ 
fare. 


One  of  the  pioneer  workers,  or  it  would  be 
almost  within  the  truth  to  say  one  of  the 
patriarchs  of  the  bituminous  coal  industry  in 
the  United  States,  is  Andrew  Roy,  of  Glen  Roy, 
Ohio,  the  first  mine  inspector  of  Ohio.  When 
asked  recently  to  state  something  of  his  life 
and  experiences,  Mr.  Roy  spoke  most  enter¬ 
tainingly  of  his  varied  career  and  especially  of 
a  recent  visit  to  the  Indiana  coal  fields. 

“I  am  seventy-two  years  of  age,”  said  Mr. 
Roy,  “and  went  to  work  in  coal  mines  of  my 
native  country,  Scotland,  in  1844,  being  eight 
years  of  age.  Women  worked  in  mines  in  those 
days.  Boys  and  girls  did  the  hauling,  there 
being  no  mules  or  horses  used  in  mines.  I 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1850  and  worked 
in  mines  in  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Illinois,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Arkansas  and  Ohio.  I  was  the  first 
mine  inspector  of 
Ohio,  and  the  first 
state  inspector  in 
the  United  States 
in  bituminous  mines, 
haying  been  ap¬ 
pointed  commis¬ 
sioner  of  mines  by 
Governor  Hayes  of 
Ohio  in  1871. 

“I  was  a  member 
of  the  state  geo¬ 
logical  survey  of 
Ohio  in  1882,  and 
drafted  the  mining 
bill  for  the  regula¬ 
tion,  and  inspection 
of  mines.  I  was 
also  the  leading 
spirit  in  creating 
the  department  of 
mines  in  the  State 
University  for  the 
giving  of  instruc¬ 
tion  .  in  practical 
mining.  It  was 
through  my  efforts 
that  the  Ohio  In¬ 
stitute  of  Mining 
Engineers  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1881.  In 
all,  I  was  commis¬ 
sioner  and  inspector 
of  mines  of  Ohio 
for  ten  years. 

“Four  books, 
three  of  them  on 
mining,  have  been 
published  by  me, 
namely,  ‘The  Coal 
Alines,'  and  con¬ 
taining  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  various  systems  of  working  and 
ventilating  mines ;  one,  ‘The  Practical  Miner’s 
Companion’;  one,  a  ‘History  of  the  Coal  Miners 
of  the  United  States’ ;  and  one  ‘Recollections  of 
a  Prisoner  of  War.’ 

“I  was  for  many  years  a  mining  and  geological 
mining  engineer,  and  have  been  in  nearly  every 
coal  mining  state  in  the  union  and  in  two  states 
in  Mexico,  examining  and  reporting  on  mineral 
properties  and  mines. 

“When  I  went  to  work  in  the  mines  in  Mary¬ 
land  in  1850  there  were  less  than  ten  thousand 
miners  and  the  annual  output  of  coal  in  the 
United  States  did  not  exceed  six  million  tons 
per  annum,  the  leading  coal  fields  being  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  The  great  coal  producer  was  the 
anthracite  region ;  next  in  importance  was  the 
Alonongahela  river  district. 

“I  have  recently  returned  from  an  extensive 
trip  to  the  coal  fields  of  Indiana,  and  truly  the 
development  of  the  mining  industry  of  that 
state  during  recent  years  has  been  phenomenal. 
In  Sullivan  county,  which  is  the  heart  of  the 
coal  basin,  the  country  is  dotted  with  mines, 
and  resembles  the  lid  of  a  pepper  box.  What 
is  true  of  Indiana  is  equally  true  of  every  coal 
field  in  the  United  States.  The  development  of 
the  mines  since  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth 
century  has  more  than  doubled  itself,  and  if 
this  rate  of  increase  is  kept  up  until  the  middle 
of  the  century  the  question  of  exhaustion  of 


the  coal  supply  will  be  staring  the  American 
people  in  the  face. 

“Vast  as  the  coal  measures  extend  and  numer¬ 
ous  as  the  veins  of  coal  met  in  every  mining 
region  of  the  country,  we  have  not  one-twenti<  ;h 
the  amount  of  mineable  coal  which  the  geolo¬ 
gists  have  figured  out.  Take  the  Ohio  coal 
measures,  for  example,  there  are  sixteen  different 
veins,  which  at  some  point  or  another  will 
measure  three  feet  and  upward  in  height,  but 
none  of  the  veins  are  persistent,  being 
often  wanting  where  they  are  due.  Jackson 
county  occupies  the  western  boundary  of  the 
coal  producing  rocks ;  we  have  seven  or  eight 
veins  in  the  county ;  but  none  of  them  are  per¬ 
sistent.  The  lowermost  coal  of  the  Ohio  series 
is  the  Jackson  shaft  coal.  This  is  the  same  vein 
that  is  mined  in  the  Tuscarawas  valley,  being 

known  in  the  market 
as  the  Briar  Hill 
coal,  from  its 
having  been  first 
mined  on  the  farm 
of  the  late  Gover¬ 
nor  Tod.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  estimate 
of  the  earlier  geol¬ 
ogists  this  bed  ex¬ 
tended  over  the 
whole  of  the  teii 
thousand  square 
miles  of  the  coal 
producing  rocks  of 
the  state.  But,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  it 
is  only  two  or  three 
miles  wide  in  Jack- 
son  county.  In  the 
Alahoning  valley, 
where  it  has  been 
exhausted  for  a 
number  of  years,  it 
was  met  in  a  series 
of  swamps  or  ba¬ 
sins,  many  of  them 
containing  only  a 
few  hundred  acres 
of  coal,  sometimes 
less  than  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres. 

“The  Wellston 
coal,  known  as  No. 
2  of  the  state  se¬ 
ries,  is  not  more 
than  two  or  three 
miles  wide  and  six 
or  seven  miles  long. 
And  it  is  rapidly 
approaching  exhaus¬ 
tion.  It  has  so  far 
been  found  nowhere  in  minable  height  in  the  state 
except  in  Jackson  and  Vinton  counties.  There  is 
doubtless  considerable  undiscovered  territory  in 
Jackson  county,  but  it  will  likely  be  met  in  spots 
and  swamps  of  very  limited  area,  similar  to  the 
basins  met  at  Elko  near  Vinton  Furnace  and  at 
Elk  Fork. 

“The  other  veins  of  the  state  series  in  ascend¬ 
ing  order,  namely,  the  Limestone  vein,  or  No.  4, 
and  the  vein  overlying  it  twenty-five  to  thirty 
feet,  and  No.  5,  now  being  developed  in  this 
county,  are  also  of  limited  area,  as  are  No.  6, 
the  equivalent  of  the  Big  Vein  of  the  Hocking 
valley,  and  No.  7,  the  Waterloo  coal.  The  vari¬ 
ous  beds  seem  to  lie  in  the  coal  field  like  the 
steps  of  an  inverted  stairway. 

“During  the  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years, 
I  have  been  in  every  coal  producing  state  except 
two,  and  have  been  in  two  states  of  Alexico,  and 
have  found  the  same  conditions  existing  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  in  every  coal  field  I  have 
visited.  The  United  States  is  now  producing 
more  coal  than  all  the  world  besides,  and  the 
output  of  the  mines  since  their  development  has 
in  a  general  way  more  than  doubled  itself  every 
ten  years.  In  1870  there  were  33,000.000  tons 
mined.  In  1890  there  were  140,000,000  tons  mined. 
Last  year  the  output  reached  367.000,000  tons.  If 
this  decade's  rate  of  increase  is  maintained  for 
the  next  fifty  years  there  will  be  eleven  billion 
tons  mined  in  1950.  But  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  the  figures  will  ever  he  reached  in  any  stage 
of  the  mining  industry” 


Andrew  Roy. 
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^lew  and  Improved  Ventilating  Fan 


If  there  is  one  l)raiieli  of  colliery  work  which 
more  than  any  other  is  res])onsihle  for  the  safe 
and  economical  operation  of  the  mine  it  is  the 
management  of  the  \entilati(jn,  involving  :is  it 
does  the  supply  of  ;m  ahimdance  of  fresh  air  at 
all  times  and  in  e\'ery  emergency,  to  the  men, 
working  in  the  pit  and  the  removal  of  noxious 
and  inllammahle  gases  that  may  he  given  off  by 
the  coal. 

Today  every  up-to-date  coal  mine  operator 
recognizes  that  the  men  in  the  |)it  can  do  more 
and  {)cttcr  work,  and  that  they  will  do  it  more 
willingly  if  they  are  supplied  with  plenty  of  fresh 
air;  and  especially  is  this  true  if  behind  it  all 
there  is  a  machine  with  sufficient  power  to  force 
the  air  through  the  mine  against  any  unusual 
resistance  in  case  of  any  accident  threatening 
their  lives. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  within  the  limits  of  this 
article  to  describe  the  various  methods  of  ven¬ 
tilation  which  have  been  employed  since  coal 
mining  began,  nor  to  discuss  tbe  merits  of  the 


different  systems  which  have  been  adopted  in 
the  various  stages  of  the  development  of  this 
very  important  branch  of  colliery  engineering. 
We  believe,  however,  that  the  subject  is  of  such 
general  weight  and  interest  that  our  readers  will 
1)C  concerned  in  the  information  that  a  new 
centrifugal  mine  fan  has  been  put  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  has  been  tested  and  found  not  wanting 
in  those  salient  features  which  are  demanded  in 
modern  coal  mine  operations. 

Time  was,  and  not  many  years  ago  at  that, 
when  the  furnace  was  thought  “good  enough’’ 
for  mine  ventilation,  and  since  the  virtual  aban¬ 
donment  of  that  system  “good  enough”  mine 
ventilators  of  different  types  have  each  occupied 
its  place  or  period  in  the  evolution  of  mechan¬ 
ical  ventilation.  The  “good  enough”  anything 
is  generally  found  to  be  inefficient  and  expensive. 
It  is  always  cheap  in  first  cost  and  expensive 
in  everything  else.  Mine  fans  are  no  exception. 
Inefficiency  costs  power;  power  through  steam 
comes  from  coal  and  coal  costs  money.  Even 
the  operator  has  learned  that  his  fuel  is  worth 
just  as  much  to  him  as  it  is  to  the  “other  fellow” 
— his  customer,  and  besides  there  is  ever  present 
the  danger  of  a  shut  down  just  when  a  large 
output  is  most  needed. 

The  above  cut  represents  a  Stevens  Centrifugal 
Mine  Fan.  which  was  installed  in  July  at  Cum¬ 
berland,  Wyoming,  for  tbe  Union  Pacific  Coal 
Co.  It  is  exhausting  the  air  from  the  mine. 


and  is  only  four  feet  in  diameter.  'I'heir  super¬ 
intendent,  Mr.  James  Needham,  reports  that  at 
;i()H  revolutions  per  minute  it  furnishes  24,000 
cubic  feet  of  air  ])er  minute,  and  at  000  revolu¬ 
tions  i)er  minute  40,000  cubic  feet  of  air  per 
minute,  while  at  (i;i0  revolutions  jier  minute 
4tS,000  cubic  feet  of  air  jier  minute.  Ira  E. 
Stevens,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  is  the 
inventor  and  mamifacturer. 

Mr.  Stevens  conhdently  believes  that  per  revo¬ 
lution  it  will  furnish  more  air  than  any  other 
four-foot  fan  made,  and  he  also  asserts  that  it 
can  be  safely  and  constantly  operated  at  a  speed 
of  800  to  1,000  revolutions  |)er  minute  without 
danger  of  overheating.  He  is  now  erecting  two 
ten  and  two  twelve-foot  fans  with  which  he 
hopes  to  break  the  world’s  record  for  efficiency. 
Small  fans  like  the  one  at  Cumberland  must 
necessarily  be  operated  at  a  high  speed  to  obtain 
a  large  volume  of  air,  but  a  Stevens  fan  ten 
feet  or  more  in  diameter  on  account  of  its  high 
efficiency  will  furnish  a  large  volume  of  air  at  a 


slow  speed  under  ordinary  conditions,  but  they 
are  built  so  strong  and  perfect  that  they  may 
be  safely  operated  at  a  very  high  speed  in 
cases  of  emergency. 

In  its  construction  the  Stevens  fan  possesses 
many  unique  features.  The  number,  shape  and 
size  of  the  blades,  as  well  as  the  method  of 
directing  the  air  through  the  fan  and  the  form 
and  shape  of  the  spiral  chamber  are  new  and 
harmonize  in  a  manner  to  avoid  concussion  and 
reduce  friction  within  the  fan  to  a  minimum. 

Mr.  Stevens  is  not  a  one-sided  advocate  of 
high  speed  fans,  but  he  does  believe  that  every 
fan  should  be  built  so  that  it  can  be  safely 
operated  at  a  high  speed  if  necessary.  He  recog¬ 
nizes  that  the  conditions  at  the  average  coal 
mine  demand  simple  and  strong  machinery,  re¬ 
quiring  the  least  possible  attention.  The  mine 
fan  is  generally  located  at  some  distance  from 
the  main  power  plant.  It  is  not  visited  often 
and  receives  as  little  attention  as  any  machine 
at  the  plant.  His  efforts,  therefore,  have  been  to 
design  a  fan  which  will  possess  the  advantages 
of  requiring  the  minimum  of  attention ;  of  being 
absolutely  fireproof;  of  occupying  small  space; 
of  being  economical  in  the  use  of  oil  and  steam ; 
of  being  strong  enough  to  work  against  the  high¬ 
est  possible  resistance  without  breakage  and 
without  a  loss  in  efficiency,  so  that,  where, 
under  ordinary  conditions,  for  example,  a 
twenty-foot  fan  of  the  common  type  having  an 


efficiency  of  thirty-five  to  forty  per  cent  will 
furnish  a  certain  quantity  of  air  at  a  certain 
speed,  he  proposes  a  ten-foot  fan  of  twice  the 
efficiency,  and  furnishing  the  same  amount  of 
air  at  the  same  speed  as  the  larger  machine. 
Unrier  these  conditions  the  smaller  fan  is  what 
may  be  termed  a  slow  speed  ventilator  and  at 
the  same  time  a  much  more  economical  one  be¬ 
cause  of  the  saving  in  steam  power. 

'I'lic  Stevens  fan  is  constructed  wholly  of  steel 
and  iron  and  is  fireproof.  The  bearings  are 
especially  constructed  for  cool  running,  being 
of  a  ball  and  socket  pivotal  type  and  in  length 
four  times  the  diameter  of  the  shaft.  They  are 
also  water-jacketed  and  perfect  lubrication  is 
secured  by  a  double  chain-oiling  device.  The 
Stevens  fan  is  furnished  in  sizes  to  suit  special 
conditions  and  requirements  and  in  three  styles 
— blowing,  exhausting  and  reversible  and  may 
l;e  operated  by  any  kind  of  power,  which  may 
be  either  direct  connected,  or  driven  by  gears, 
silent  driving  chain,  or  belt. 

Production  of  Coal  in  Colorado. 

Colorado’s  coal  production  in  ItiOj,  says.  Mr. 
Edward  W.  Parker,  statistician  of  the  United 
States  geological  survey,  exceeded  that  of  any 
previous  year  in  the  history  of  the  state.  It 
amounted  to  8,826,429  short  tons,  with  a  spot 
value  of  $10,810,978. 

Compared  with  that  of  1904,  the  output  of 
1905  showed  an  increase  of  2,165,218  short  tons, 
or  32.5  per  cent,  nearly  one-third,  while  com¬ 
pared  with  the  production  of  19031  the  year  of 
previous  maximum  production,  the  record  for 
1905  shows  a  gain  of  1,402,828  short  tons,  or  18.9 
per  cent. 

More  than  half  of  the  increased  production  in 
1905  over  1904  was  plainly  due  to  the  growing 
iron  industries  in  this  state,  for  over  1,000,000 
tons  of  the  increase  last  year  was  in  the  amount 
of  coal  made  into  coke.  In  Las  Animas  county, 
w'here  the  principal  coke  making  establishments 
are  located,  the  total  production  of  coal  increased 
from  2,803,953  short  tons  to  4,297.599  tons,  a 
gain  of  1,488,646  tons,  or  over  fifty  per  cent,  the 
amount  of  coal  made  into  coke  alone  showing  an 
increase  of  nearly  1,000,000  tons,  or  over  115 
per  cent. 

Another  factor  that  assisted  in  the  larger  out¬ 
put  for  1905  was  the  comparative  freedom  from 
labor  disturbances.  The  smaller  production  in 
1904  was  due  in  most  part  to  strikes  in  some  of 
the  larger  mines,  nearly  4.000  men  being  on  strike 
for  an  average  of  125  days,  or  about  one-half  of 
the  year.  In  1905  there  were  no  strikes  in  Colo¬ 
rado. 

The  returns  for  1905  show  that  11.020  men 
were  employed  for  an  average  of  225  days,  as 
compared  with  8,123  men  for  261  days  in  1904, 
and  9,229  men  for  245  days  in  1903.  The  places 
of  many  of  the  strikers  in  1904  were  filled  by 
other  and  less  experienced  men,  and  the  statis¬ 
tics  for  the  two  years  show  that  the  daily  pro¬ 
duction  per  man  was  3.14  tons,  against  3.28  tons 
.per  man  per  day  in  1903. 

One  of  the  results  of  re'stricted  production  in 

1904  was  an  enhancement  in  values,  the  average 
price  per  ton  advancing  from  $1.23  in  1903  to 
$1.31  in  1904.  With  the  larger  production  in 

1905  prices  receded,  and  the  average  for  the  state 
during  the  vear  was  $1.22  a  ton. 

V 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Consumers  Coal  Co.,  of  Charleston.  S.  C.. 
Henry  Schachte,  secretarj'  and  treasurer  of 
the  company,  was  elected  president  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 

F.  C.  Cramer.  At  a  reeent  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  Germania  Savings  Bank,  Mr. 
Cramer  was  elected  president  of  that  institu¬ 
tion,  and  this  necessitated  his  retiring  from  the 
head  of  the  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  but  he  will 
still  remain  a  director  of  the  company.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Bollman  was  made  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Schachte 
is  well  known  as  an  active  and  successful  busi¬ 
ness  man  and  financier  of  Charleston,  and  his 
election  will  give  eminent  satisfaction.  A  bet¬ 
ter  selection  could  hardly  have  been  made,  as 
he  is  thoroughlj-  conversant  with  the  affairs 
of  the  company  and  is  well  able  to  conduct 
the  business  in  the  future  as  successfully  as 
it  has  been  conducted  in  the  past. 


Stevens  Exhaust  Fan,  Mine  No  3,  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co.,  Cumberland,  Wyo. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  August  9. 

Trade  conditions  in  the  anthracite  market, 
though  quieting  down  considerably  from  what 
prevailed  last  month,  are  merely  due  to  the  ex¬ 
tremely  warm  weather,  causing  the  midsummer 
dullness  which  is  normal  for  this  season  of  the 
year.  As  regards  the  movement  of  coal  from 
the  mines,  there  is  apparently  no  cessation,  and 
with  a  steady  production,  up  to  about  the  full 
capacity  of  the  collieries,  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
monthly  output  will  show  any  great  reduction 
from  those  preceding  it. 

Whether  there  will  be  available  enough  business 
to  take  the  total  product  it  is  yet  too  early  to 
learn,  but  the  indications  at  the  moment  are  that 
some  restriction  in  tonnage  will  be  necessary, 
unless  it  is  preferable  for  stocking  purposes  to 
facilitate  the  deliveries  later  in  the  season  and 
during  the  winter  months.  A  certain  amount  of 
stock  in  first  hands  at  this  period  of  the  year 
is  generally  acceptable  to  shippers,  as  it  permits 
of  a  more  regular  distribution  at  such  times  when 
the  movement  of  coal  may  be  interrupted  by 
climactic  conditions  or  through  other  exigencies 
of  the  trade. 

A  fair  proportion  of  the  business  continues  to 
go  to  western  points,  with  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  producing  interests  to  give  it  every  attention 
at  this  time,  while  cars  are  in  fair  supply  and 
better  dispatch  can  be  given  it  by  transportation, 
which  may  not  be  possible  later  on.  In  fact,  the 
railroads  are  even  now  husbanding  their  rolling 
stock  for  the  enormous  traffic  business  that  it  is 
anticipated  will  develop  this  fall. 

Sustained  Volume  of  Anthracite  Shipments. 

Shipments  to  tidewater  points  show  little  if 
any  reduction  from  what  business  has  been  trans¬ 
acted,  and  while  somewhat  slower  in  loading,  it 
nevertheless  is  moving  off  into  the  different  lo¬ 
calities  supplied  by  this  trade.  The  demand  from 
most  sources  for  domestic  coal  is  naturally  very 
quiet,  but  other  classes  of  trade,  together  with 
the  contract  business  in  hand,  seem  to  develop  a 
quantity  of  orders  sufficient  to  absorb  the  ship¬ 
ments  arriving  at  the  loading  ports. 

It  is  reported  that  a  larger  quantity  of  the 
steam  grades  were  sent  to  the  sound  ports  and 
east  during  the  week,  there  evidently  being  a 


greater  need  through  the  depiction  of  stocks  in 
that  territory.  This  is  particularly  gratifying  be¬ 
cause  coming  in  at  a  time  when  trade  upon  these 
coals  is  dull. 

The  business  from  the  further  eastern  i)orls  is 
not  of  any  importance,  outside  of  the  require¬ 
ments  that  are  being  placed  by  the  light  draught 
ports,  and  these  are  continuing  to  take  on  coal 
to  complete  stocks  as  early  as  possible.  The  low 
vessel  freights  recently  prevailing,  with  a  good 
supply  of  suitable  craft,  has  had  its  effect  in 
making  this  class  of  trade  forehanded  this  year. 

All-Rail  Demand  Is  Diminished. 

The  all-rail  demand  is  diminished  in  its  total 
tonnage  from  what  it  has  been  up  to  within  a 
short  time,  but  the  requirements  are  compara¬ 
tively  more  regular  than  at  other  points.  This 
class  of  trade  is  likely  to  reflect  the  first  improve¬ 
ment  with  the  approach  of  the  fall  season,  as 
from  past  experiences  it  will  be  induced  to  buy 
early  to  avoid  all  possible  shortage  in  the  car 
supply  when  greater  activity  sets  in,  having  a 
tendency  to  curtail  the  equipment  to  this  terri¬ 
tory. 

The 'steam  grades  are  very  heavy  with  some 
shippers  and  inside  figures  upon  them,  which 
will  move  a  cargo  or  two  when  needed,  are  made. 

Bituminous  Market  Is  Listless. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
shows  no  change  from  a  week  ago,  and  things 
generally  in  connection  with  it  are  quite  listless. 
There  are  indications  in  some  directions  that 
the  heavy  stocks  of  coal  put  in  against  a  strike 
last  spring  are  being  fairly  well  e.xhausted,  and 
in  some  cases  they  must  be  very  low,  but  so 
long  as  some  consumers  have  coal  they  can  not 
be  induced  to  buy.  In  other  dir  ections  consumers 
are  looking  for  coal,  and  occasionally  are  placing 
orders  to  replenish  their  coal  piles  for  future  use. 
It  is  not  likely  that  there  will  be  enough  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  demand  in  the  near  future  to  de¬ 
velop  a  large  amount  of  business,  as  is  antici¬ 
pated  by  some.  Instead,  it  will  come  more  or 
less  sporadically,  as  the  needs  of  buyers  beconie 
effective,  and,  of  course,  will  be  felt  to  a  material 
extent  by  reason  of  its  contrast  with  past  condi¬ 
tions. 

There  is  no  question  as  to  the  shortage  of 
labor  with  all  coal  mining  interests  in  the  fields 


contributing  their  product  to  the  .Atlantic  u-;i 
board  markets.  1'his  already  is  affecting  many 
mines,  in  causing  a  reduction  of  the  production 
of  coal  to  a  point  below  the  requirements.  Where 
miners  who  speak  the  ICnglish  language  are 
wanted,  there  are  seldom  any  to  be  had,  aiul  op¬ 
erators  are  obliged  to  take  Italians  or  Hun¬ 
garians  instead.  This  is  objectionable  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  reasons,  not  the  least  among  which  being 
the  bad  preparation  of  the  coal. 

Serious  Car  Shortage  Is  Imminent. 

The  car  distribution  on  all  lines  is  becoming 
more  uncertain,  while  the  action  of  the  railroad 
officials  during  the  past  week  in  urging  the  ship¬ 
pers,  usually  very  prom])t  in  discharging  their 
coal  at  tidewater  points,  to  discharge  cars 
promptly  on  arrival,  has  a  significance  to  the 
trade  that  rather  predicts  an  expectation  of  car 
shortage  by  the  railroad  people.  If  this  is  so,  at 
this  early  period,  what  will  it  be  when  the  fall 
demand  starts  up?  It  is  an  important  question  to 
every  operator  in  the  field  who  has  been  cither 
idle  all  summer,  by  reason  of  strike,  or  working 
half  time,  because  of  so  little  business,  that  he  be 
furnished  all  the  cars  required  for  the  greatly  in¬ 
creased  trade  which  is  sure  to  develop  with  the 
fall  season,  to  enable  him  to  recoup  from  the 
losses  of  the  past. 

The  principal  attention  given  to  trade  at  thi> 
time  is  upon  shipments  to  the  shoalwater  ports, 
as  consignees  at  these  points  are  apparently  more 
forehanded  in  taking  their  coal,  and  it  is  believed 
that  many  of  them  have  now  fifty  per  cent  of 
their  contracts  in  stock.  Yet  there  is  no  hold¬ 
ing  up  on  orders,  the  instructions  on  shipments 
generally  being  to  take  vessel  when  available  at 
low  freights. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  dull,  e.xcept  on  shoal¬ 
water  business.  The  trade  at  the  sound  ports 
shows  a  better  tone  and  a  few  more  orders  arc 
being  sent  in.  At  New  York  there  is  nothing  new 
and  the  coal  situation  here  remains  quiet,  with 
prices  well  upheld.  The  all-rail  trade  is  steady, 
but  no  large  amount  of  tonnage  is  moving  upon 
it.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  vessels,  but  freights 
are  stronger  than  they  were.  We  quote  current 
rates  from  Philadelphia  as  follows:  To  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  60@65c ;  the  sound,  50@55c ; 
Lynn.  Newburyport  and  Bath,  80(qS,")c;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  ().")@70c;  Saco  and  flardiner,  90c  and 
towage ;  Bangor,  7.5c. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade, 


Buffalo,  August  9. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Reports  from  the  Allegheny  Valley  dis¬ 
trict  of  the  bituminous  coal  field  are  continuing 
favorable,  and  to  all  appearances  the  present 
•  understanding  between  the  miners  and  operators 
..  is  of  a  most  satisfactory  nature.  In  conversa¬ 
tion  with  a  prominent  mine  owner  on  Wednes¬ 
day  the  representative  of  The  Black  Diamond 
r  was  informed  that  the  mines  are  running  full 
time ;  that  there  are  plenty  of  cars  available,  and 
.  that  the  usual  number  of  miners  is  at  work. 
Gradually  the  mines  are  getting  back  to  their  full 
capacity,  the  men  apparently  seeking  to  make  up 
for  lost  time. 

Of  course  there  are  a  number  of  trifling  dif¬ 
ferences  which  have  not  as  yet  been  entirely 
adjusted,  more  particularly  in  the  outlying  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  Dents  Coal  Mining  Co.,  one  of  the 
mine  properties  operated  by  Frank  Williams  & 
Co.,  of  this  city,  has  not  yet  resumed  operations, 
as  their  miners  are  claiming  a  difference  in  the 
scale  of  one  and  one-fifteenth  cents.  In  other 
words,  the  miners  are  claiming  a  scale  of  sixty 
cents  for  picked  mining,  while  the  company  con¬ 
tends  that  the  rate  should  be  58.85.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected,  however,  that  matters  will  be  amicably 
arranged  at  an  early  date. 

It  is  indeed  surprising  that  the  mines  have  been 
able  to  resume  operations  on  so  large  a  scale  as 
they  have,  as  after  a  four  months’  strike  it  was 
‘  expected  the  men  would  show  a  great  indifference 
to  the  work.  After  a  long  idleness  such  as  has 
existed  in  the  bituminous  field  the  miners’  hands 


are  soft,  and  hard  work  has  no  attraction.  Most 
of  the  companies,  however,  report  conditions  as 
nearly  normal,  and  the  output  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  satisfactory. 

So  far  no  changes  in  market  conditions  have 
developed  since  resumption  of  work  was  com¬ 
menced.  Prices  have  been  maintained  remark¬ 
ably  well,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  contributory 
territory  has  been  shipping  approximately  40,000 
tons  daily,  which  has  been  practically  out  of  the 
market  for  four  months.  This  strength  of  the 
bituminous  market  is  considered  peculiar,  though 
a  limited  output  for  several  months  has  of  course 
prevented  any  accumulation  of  stock.  Besides, 
the  New  York  Central  railroad,  which  has  never 
before  been  forced  to  come  into  this  market  for 
fuel,  has  been  buying  heavily  during  the  time 
that  its  own  mines  were  idle. 

Mr.  Sheidenhelm,  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Erie  Gas 
Coal  Co.,  was  a  visitor  in  Buffalo  this  week. 

Noel  Marshall,  president  of  the  Standard  Fuel 
Co.  of  Toronto,  who  has  been  on  a  three  months’ 
trip  to  Europe,  was  in  the  city  on  Tuesday,  on 
his  return  to  his  home  in  the  dominion. 

W.  H.  Ball,  coal  and  coke  agent  of  the  Solvay 
process  in  Detroit,  was  a  visitor  to  some  of  the 
sales,  agents  here  on  Wednesday. 

Coke  continues  in  exceedingly  strong  demand, 
and  prices  are  maintained  at  previous  (luotations. 

New  York  Central  Cars  Scarce. 

There  is  said  to  be  a  big  scarcity  of  coal  cars 
on  the  Pennsylvania  division  of  the  New  York 
Central,  and  the  officials  are  somewhat  handi-. 


capped  in  their  efforts  to  get  things  moving 
lively  as  they  wish.  It  is  believed  that  by  the 
beginning  of  another  week  matters  will  be  in 
better  shape.  The  mines  are  working  full  and 
there  is  stock  to  fill  the  cars  if  they  can  be  ob¬ 
tained.  During  the  strike  and  consequent  small 
amount  of  coal  to  handle,  the  rolling  stock  of 
the  Central  has  become  scattered  and  now  des¬ 
perate  efforts  are  being  made  to  get  it  together 
again.  Other  roads  have  been  notified  to  return 
all  borrowed  cars  at  once.  Activity  in  mining 
operations  on  the  One  Mile  Run  is  growing 
very  perceptibly.  This  new  field  i)romises  to  be¬ 
come  a  very  busy  one. 

Although  there  is  no  pronounced  activity  in 
the  anthracite  trade,  there  is  still  some  business 
being  done,  both  in  lake  and  rail  order  directions. 
'I'hrough  shipments  to  the  east  have  been  of  usual 
midsummer  bulk,  though  there  has  been  no  ex¬ 
cessive  expansion  of  trade. 

Lake  shipments  continue  at  about  the  same 
volume  as  last  week,  the  total  forwarding  for  the 
past  seven  days  being  79,525  tons.  This  amount 
was  distributed  as  follows; 

ncstinatioii.  Tons.  Hcslin.-ition.  Tons. 

Chicago  .  2 1.1, SO  Fort  William  .  .'..OOo 

Kaciiio  .  5,665  Slichovgan  .  n,'»0n 

Superior  .  21.550  nululfi  . .  5.7.:!' 

Milwaukee  .  10.780  k'orl  Sanilac  .  •.*>0 

riiis  is  the  first  shipineiit  of  coal  from  tlii- 
port  to  I't.  Sanilac,  and  the  consignment  w.i- 
small.  It  was  carried  by  the  W.  P.  Thew 

Local  ret.iil  trade  continues  at  a  --tandsiill. 
There  is  (ir.aetically  nothing  doing 
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The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  9. —  (^Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — There  conlinues  to  be  a  fair  move¬ 
ment  of  anthracite  coal  going  forward,  which  ap¬ 
parently  is  taken  by  the  trade,  though  with  the 
circular  prices  now  within  ten  cents  of  the  full 
ligures,  there  is  likely  to  be  an  easing  off  in  the 
demand  shortly.  The  local  trade  is  generally 
quiet,  as  consumers  seem  to  have  enough  coal  in 
slock  to  provide  for  the  limited  needs  of  the 
summer  and  no  improvement  is  expected  until 
the  month  of  September.  August  is  always  con¬ 
sidered  the  dull  month  of  the  season,  as  most 
people  leave  the  ciiy  for  vacation,  causing  trade 
to  remain  inactive  until  householders  return  for 
the  reopening  of  the  schools. 

The  output  of  the  mines  is  comparatively  large, 
though  there  has  been  little  accumulation  of  coal 
so  far.  Notwithstanding  the  national  holiday  in¬ 
tervened  in  July,  curtailing  the  production,  with 
the  Reading  and  Wilkesbarre  companies’  mines 
closed  down  for  the  entire  week,  the  tonnage  for 
the  month  past  has  nevertheless  been  large,  ex¬ 
ceeding  that  of  July,  PJOS,  by  a  large  margin. 

The  most  favorable  feature  of  the  situation 
is  that  all  the  coal  mined  was  taken  by  the  trade, 
placing  the  market  in  a  position  where  it  will  be 
possible  to  operate  a  full  month  in  August,  as 
there  will  be  enough  business  to  absorb  the  prod¬ 
uct.  The  large  demand  for  coal  to  go  to  more 
western  and  other  points,  where  extra  stocks  had 
not  been  provided  for  previously,  will  help  out. 
The  heavy  shipments  necessary  to  tidewater  points 
in  May  and  June  held  this  box  car  trade  over 
to  July  and  is  likely  to  take  considerable  coal 
at  the  current  month’s  prices  on  account  of  hav¬ 
ing  to  figure  against  a  car  shortage  later  on. 

Slight  Improvment  in  Bituminous  Market. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  shows  some  signs 
of  improvement,  though  it  is  more  or  less  sporadic 
and  as  yet  is  not  of  importance  in  the  total 
amount  of  business  received.  The  all-rail  trade 
is  doing  a  fairly  steady  business  and  while  not 
particularly  active,  tonnage  is  going  forward  more 
regularly  to  customers,  yet  it  is  thought  that 
stocks  of  coal  in  this  class  of  trade  are  still  large. 

Now  that  the  larger  operations  in  the  central 
Pennsylvania  coal  regions  have  secured  a  suffi¬ 
cient  complement  of  men  to  work  the  mines  close 
to  their  capacity,  they  are  suffering  from  a  short¬ 
age  of  cars  in  the  Beech  Creek  field,  following 
the  first  shipments  made  and  mines  in  consequence 
are  forced  to  shut  down  for  several  days  at  a 
time.  It  is  thought  this  is  due  to  the  cars  having 
been  used  in  other  lines  of  trade  during  the  strike, 
many  of  them  being  still  away  on  other  roads.  It 
may  be  some  time  before  a  full  equipment  of  cars 
is  available  for  the  coal  trade. 

Business  at  the  moment  is  not  very  urgent,  so 
that  operators  are  not  seriously  affected  yet,  but 
most  of  them  are  desirous  to  get  all  the  coal  for¬ 
ward  on  contract  before  the  fall  activity  sets  in. 
Having  made  no  shipments  during  the  strike, 
their  customers  are  pretty  bare  of  coal,  especially 
those  who  only  bought  for  current  needs. 

The  ?iew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  9.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  market  con¬ 
tinues  quiet,  and  little  interest  is  shown  in  regard 
to  it  by  the  trade.  A  number  of  orders,  however, 
seem  to  develop  from  time  to  time  for  shipment, 
which  is  helping  shippers  out  materially,  as  coal 
becomes  heavy  at  the  shipping  ports.  Stocks  of 
coal  in  this  locality  are  still  heavy  and  are  prob- 
ably_  in  larger  supply  than  at  any  other  points, 
making  the  mid-summer  season  unusually  dull. 

Light  draught  ports  at  further  eastern  points 
are  taking  a  fair  amount  of  coal  owing  to  their 
having  to  put  in  winter  stocks  before  cold  weather 
comes  on,  and  are  also  taking  advantage  of  the 
low  ocean  freights  prevailing,  which  are  sure  to 
advance  as  the  fall  season  approaches.  This  busi¬ 
ness  is  very  desirable  to  shippers,  coming  at  a 
time  of  inertia,  when  closer  attention  can  be  given 
it.  It  is  made  more  available  by  the  present 
good  supply  of  suitable  vessels  offering. 

All-rail  trade  is  comparatively  good  and  to 
points  further  east  and  north  as  also  to  certain 
localities  in  Canada,  the  demand  keeps  up  to  an 
extent  which  will  make  regular  shipments  needed 
upon  it  for  some  time  to  come.  Shipments  all¬ 
rail  to  the  New  England  territory  are  quiet  at 


present  though  it  is  noted  that  these  shipments 
in  several  cases  have  been  larger  during  the  past 
two  months  than  for  the  same  period  last  year. 
1  his  no  doubt  is  due  to  the  many  improvements 
recently  made  on  the  line  and  bridges  of  the  New 
Haven  road,  greatly  increasing  its  transportation 
facilities. 

Bituminous  Trade  at  Low  Ebb. 

'I  he  bituminous  cotil  trade  keeps  very  quiet, 
and  the  coal  is  hard  to  dispose  of,  though  a  liberal 
supply  can  be  had  for  shipment,  should  the  con¬ 
sumers  Ijc  in  need  of  it  shortly.  Here  and 
there  buyers  arc  calling  for  a  cargo  to  replenish 
stocks  where  up  to  this  time  they  had  absolutely 
refused  to  place  any  business,  rather  indicating 
that  stocks,  which  were  large,  are  being  depleted. 
This  must  now  become  more  effective  in  the 
market,  as  the  season  advances.  'I'he  estimate  of 
the  reserve  supply  of  coal  with  consumers  being 
placed  at  about  four  months’  consumption,  dat¬ 
ing  from  April  first,  it  would  appear  that  stocks 
are  rapidly  becoming  bare. 

What  coal  is  coming  forward  is  on  contract  and 
for  the  shoalwater  ports.  The  latter  business 
is  fairly  active,  not  having  had  an  opportunity 
to  put  any  quantity  of  coal  in  stock  last  spring. 
This  market  therefore  is  now  anxious  to  fill  up 
with  its  winter’s  supply  while  vessel  freights  are 
easy. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  somewhat  better  than 
it  was  and  we  hear  of  vessels  being  chartered  for 
this  territory  notwithstanding  the  reports  of  dull¬ 
ness.  This  is  indicative  of  improvements  to 
come;  if  not  here  at  present  it  is  at  least  in  sight. 
The  vessel  market  is  easy  in  the  supply  of  craft, 
though  rates  are  stronger.  The  lower  ports  quote 
from  60@70c  to  around  the  cape;  to  New  York, 
.50@60c. 

Jlnthracite  in  West  Virginia. 

An  important  movement  is  in  actual  operation 
on  Back  creek,  near  Third  Hill  Mountain,  in 
Berkeley  county.  West  Virginia,  developing  the 
coal  veins  in  that  section.  That  anthracite  coal 
of  a  fine  quality  exists  there  has  been  known  for 
years,  and  many  efforts  have  been  made  to  de¬ 
velop  it,  some  of  which  were  made  prior  to  the 
Civil  War,  but  not  until  recently  has  there  been 
sufficient  capital  behind  the  enterprise  to  decide 
whether  the  coal  is  present  in  paying  quantities. 
A  number  of  Pittsburg  capitalists  have  secured 
options  on  a  large  portion  of  the  land  and  intend 
to  spend  all  of  the  money  necessary  to  decide  the 
question.  About  fifty  hands  are  now  actively  at 
work  sinking  shafts.  The  men  behind  the  enter¬ 
prise  are  encouraged  and  say  that  there  are  good 
signs  of  success. 

If  this  coal  is  present  in  paying  quantities,  the 
field,  which  runs  from  near  Cherry  Run,  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  Berkeley  county,  through  what 
is  known  as  Sleepy  Creek  and  Back  Creek  valleys, 
to  Frederick  county,  Virginia,  will  be  one  of  the 
richest  in  the  world.  The  coal  is  anthracite  and 
is  supposed  to  be  in  pockets,  but  has  never  been 
sufficiently  developed.  It  will  be  nearer  to  tide¬ 
water  than  the  bituminous  coals  by  at  least  100 
miles,  will  be  as  easily  mined  and^  will  make  a 
wonderful  development  in  this  section. 

It  is  also  stated  that  railroad  surveys  made  a 
few  years  ago  on  several  lines  from  a  number  of 
junction  points  in  West  Virginia  along  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad  will  be  followed  by  actual 
construction  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the 
products  of  the  mines.  It  is  proposed  to  make 
that  link  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  connect  with 
the  road  that  is  being  engineered  by  Virginia  cap¬ 
italists,  associated  with  several  of  the  large  trunk 
lines,  to  extend  from  Winchester  to  tidewater,  it 
having  been  pointed  out  that  this  line  to  the  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Hampton  Roads  waters  will  be  more 
direct  than  any  other  route  from  the  western, 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia  coal  fields  to  the  At¬ 
lantic  seaboard. 

V 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  statement  of 
the  coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  July 
Twenty-eighth,  with  comparisons,  follows : 


1906.  1906.  1905. 

Short  Tons —  Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 

July  28.  July  28.  July  29. 

Anthracite  coal  .  96,943  2,434,666  2,660,984 

ISituminous  coal  .  662,028  17,807,632  16,208,756 

Coke  .  233,789  7,218,488  6,266,667 


Total  .  992.760  27.460,780  25,136,407 


^lelv  Bituminous  Coal  Road. 

The  new  branch  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburg  railroad  which  is  being  constructed  into 
the  soft  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania  from  Clear¬ 
field,  Pa.,  to  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  a  distance  of 
22.')  miles,  will  be  known  as  the  Pittsburg,  Bing¬ 
hamton  &  Eastern  railroad. 

The  road  will  be  a  short  line  coal  carrier,  forty 
miles  shorter  than  any  present  road  from  the 
Clearfield  soft  coal  regions  to  the  eastern  New 
York  and  New  England  markets. 

At  Clearfield  it  will  connect  with  the  Buffalo, 
Rochester  &  Pittsburg,  and  at  Binghamton  with 
the  Delaware  •&  Hudson  road.  Erom  Clearfield 
the  road  will  follow  the  Susquehanna  river  to 
Hyner,  seventeen  miles  north  of  Lock  Haven, 
where  it  crosses  the  mountain  to  Cammal,  on 
Pine  creek.  From  Cammal  the  line  extends  to 
Canton,  thence  to  Towanda  and  Binghamton,  the 
eastern  terminus.  It  will  be  known  as  a  coal 
road,  but  will  run  passenger  trains  as  well. 

There  will  be  a  great  amount  of  heavy  work 
and  six  tunnels  of  good  length  will  be  required 
to  make  it  the  shortest  existing  line  between  the 
Clearfield  bituminous  coal  fields  and  the  eastern 
New  York  and  New  England  markets.  Contracts 
have  been  let  for  the  entire  road,  and  work  started 
between  Canton  and  Towanda,  and  the  road  is  to 
be  completed  and  cars  running  by  January  1,  1908. 
Contracts  have  also  been  placed  for  rolling  stock 
which  includes  forty  locomotives  and  2,000  cars. 
The  maximum  grade  of  the  road  will  not  exceed 
Dne  per  cent,  while  the  governing  grade  will  not  be 
more  than  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows:  Very  little  change  has 
taken  place  in  the  freight  market  since  our  last 
report.  At  present  there  is  but  little  tonnage 
offering,  and  little  demand  for  export  coal  boats. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures  were  the  following: 
Steamer  “Evandale,”  2,467  tons  register,  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Tampico,  at  $1.50;  steamer  “Falco,” 
1,376  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Kingston, 
at  $1.65;  steamer  “Britannic,”  1,456  tons  regis¬ 
ter,  Philadelphia  to  Santiago,  at  $1.70;  and 
steamer  “Langfond,”  1,634  tons  register,  Norfolk 
to  Barbados,  at  $1.70. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30@1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.70@1.80  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.50@1.55 
to  Cienfuegos ;  $1.55@1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $1.60@ 
1.65  to  Santiago;  $1.65@1.75  to  Colon;  $1.70@ 
1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70@1.75  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.50@1.55  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75@ 
1.80  to  Barbados;  $1.70  to  Kingston;  $1.30  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao;  $2.50  to  Demerara; 
$1.75@1.S0  to  Bermuda;  $1.50@1.60  to  Vera 
Cruz;  $1.50@1.60  to  Tampico;  14s  6d@15s  6d 
to  Buenos  Ayres;  15s  6d@16s  6d  to  Rosario; 
14s@16s  to  Rio;  16s@17s  to  Santos;  9s@9s  6d 
to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean  not  east 
of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.25 
and  discharged  to  Manila;  $5.75  to  Japanese 
ports. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  tlie  week  ending  .August 
fourth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1905  : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  August  4,  1906...  13.6S9  16.45.3  30«143 

Corresponding  week,  1905 .  9.S11  19,532  29,344 

Total  for  1906 . 450.370  657,321  1,107,691 

Corresponding  period,  1905.  .  ..397,479  53S,316  935,795 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  171,896  tons. 

V 

The  fact  that  we  take  The  Black  Di.\- 
MOND,  and  have  always  taken  it,  is,  we  think, 
the  best  expression  we  can  give  that  it  is  a  pub¬ 
lication  which  is  appreciated.  As  long  as  we 
remain  in  the  coal  business  we  expect  to  receive 
The  Black  Diamond,  as  the  information  it  con¬ 
tains  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  us. — Roosevelt 
Bros.,  Ackley,  Iowa. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Eastern  General  and  Personal 


C.  R.  Ellicott,  New  York  manager  of  the  An¬ 
dersen  Coal  Mining  Co.,  is  spending  the  summer 
season  at  Sea  Cliff,  Long  Island.  He  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Ellicott  and  takes  great  enjoy¬ 
ment  in  boating  and  fishing  on  such  days  as  he 
can  spare  from  business  duties. 

A.  G.  Palmer,  treasurer  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Palmer  and  their  son,  sailed  on  Friday, 
August  tenth,  on  the  steamship  Celtic  for  Eu¬ 
rope  to  enjoy  a  change  of  climate.  They  expect 
to  be  gone  about  six  weeks  and  will  visit  France, 
Holland  and  Germany,  viewing  the  country  by 
automobile  from  the  central  points. 

Stephen  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales 
for  the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  re¬ 
turned  to  his  office  the  first  of  the  week,  follow¬ 
ing  an  illness  of  over  two  weeks.  Shortly  after 
his  return  from  Canada  he  was  taken  down  with 
an  attack  of  rheumatism,  which  kept  him  confined 
at  his  home.  He  is  now  entirely  recovered  and 
again  attending  to  the  company’s  business. 

D.  G.  Thompson,  traffic  manager  of  the  Beech 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  mother,  left  on  Friday,  August 
third,  for  a  two  weeks’  vacation.  They  anticipate 
having  a  pleasant  time  while  away,  and  during 
the  first  week  of  the  trip  will  visit  their  friends 
at  Doylestown,  Pa.,  to  renew  past  acquaintances. 
The  remaining  time  will  be  spent  at  Asbury  Park, 
on  the  seashore,  where  they  intend  to  enjoy  auto- 
mobiling  and  see  the  attractions  of  the  Jersey 
coast. 

After  experimenting  for  thirty  days  to  deter¬ 
mine  as  to  the  most  economical  haul  on  the  num¬ 
ber  of  coal  cars  per  train  load  to  New  York,  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad  has 
abandoned  freight  trains  of  sixty  cars  between 
New  York  city  and  the  mines,  and  will  hereafter 
use  the  twenty-car  train  with  one  engine.  Trains 
of  sixty  cars  have  been  sent  out  with  three  en¬ 
gines  to  Pocono  Summit,  and  then  one  engine 
taking  them  on  to  New  York,  thus  dispensing 
with  two  crews.  The  grades,  however,  proved 
too  heavy  for  one  engine  and  showed  there  was 
no  saving. 

A  new  company  incorporated  during  the  week 
under  the  laws  of  Pennsylania,  at  Wilkesbarre, 
to  mine  anthracite  coal,  is  Pardee  Bros.  &  Co., 
a  widely  known  name  in  the  anthracite  fields. 
The  object  of  the  company  is  to  buy  and  lease 
coal  lands  and  coal  rights,  and  also  to  mine,  pre¬ 
pare  and  sell  coal.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $10,000,  divided  into  100  shares  of  $100 
each.  The  business  to  be  handled  will  go  through 
the  Philadelphia  offices,  and  the  organization  is 
made  perpetual.  The  directors  of  the  company 
are :  Alfred  D.  Pardee  and  Ario  Pardee,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Calvin  Pardee,  of  Hazleton, 
•Pa. 

The  Boston  chamber  of  commerce  reports  that 
receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  at  Boston  Mass.,  the  past  month,  and  since 
January  first  this  year,  compared  with  the  same 
period  the  previous  year,  have  been :  Anthracite, 
125,623  tons  and  911,593  tons,  as  compared  with 
143,544  tons  and  1,132,111  tons  last  year,  respect¬ 
ively,  a  decrease  of  220,518  tons;  bituminous, 
248,453  tons  and  1,752,481  tons,  as  against  229,437 
tons  and  1,620,813  tons  in  1905,  respectively,  an 
increase  of  131,668  tons.  Receipts  of  provincial 
soft  coal  to  August  first  were  354,379  tons,  com¬ 
pared  with  357,589  tons  in  the  same  period  of 
1905. 

During  a  dense  fog,  early  in  the  morning,  on 
August  first,  the  United  States  collier  Nero  ran 
ashore  near  southeast  Light,  Block  island.  The 
ship  was  on  her  way  to  the  government  coaling 
station  at  Newport,  laden  with  4,000  tons  of 
coal,  and  her  position  was  dangerous,  as  she  had 
struck  a  rock  and  listed  badly.  At  high  tide  it 
was  seen  that  the  work  of  saving  the  Nero  had 
best  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  wrecking  com¬ 
pany.  The  sea  traps  were  opened  and  the  vessel 
immediately  filled  with  water,  to  prevent  her 
pounding  on  the  rocks.  While  she  lies  in  a  dan¬ 
gerous  position,  a  recent  report  was  received  at  the 


navy  department  from  Admiral  Evans  that  there 
was  some  chance  of  saving  the  collier. 

Ralph  Peters,  president  of  the  Long  Island 
railroad,  appeared  on  Friday  of  last  week  before 
Magistrate  Smith  in  the  Long  Island  city  court 
in  response  to  a  summons  issued  on  a  complaint 
of  his  permitting  a  smoke  nuisance,  caused  by 
Long  Island  railway  locomotives,  in  violation  of 
the  anti-smoke  law.  He  was  accompanied  by  the 
chief  counsel  of  the  railroad  company,  while  the 
board  of  health  was  represented  by  Assistant  Cor¬ 
poration  Counsel  Walsh.  An  officer  of  the  board 
set  forth  that  the  defendant  had  violated  the  law 
in  maintaining  a  nuisance  by  burning  soft  coal 
in  the  locomotives  of  the  road,  the  smoke  from 
which  was  detrimental  to  the  public  health. 
Counsel  for  the  railroad  asked  that  the  case  be 
moved  into  the  court  of  sessions,  as  all  the  other 
smoke  cases  had  been.  The  court  suggested  that 
the  proceeding  be  adjourned  so  that  counsel  on 
both  sides  could  look  up  the  sections  of  the  code 
and  charter  relating  to  such  charges.  On  several 
previous  occasions  engine  drivers  have  been  ar¬ 
rested  for  using  soft  coal,  but  the  court  refused 
to  hold  them  and  asked  that  the  officials  of  the 
railroad  be  summoned  to  appear,  as  they  were 
the  responsible  persons.  Mr.  Peters  was  paroled 
by  the  court  until  August  tenth. 

The  past  week  marks  the  completion  of  the 
low-grade  freight  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  between  Harrisburg  and  Atglen,  with  the 
present  Trenton  cut-off,  the  western  terminus  of 
which  is  at  Glenloch,  within  thirty  miles  of 
Atglen,  its  ultimate  purpose  being  to  establish  a 
separate  double-track,  low-grade  freight  line  from 
Harrisburg  to  Jersey  City.  The  vast  amount  of 
freight  traffic  that  has  in  recent  years  come  to 
the  Pennsylvania  road  has  caused  many  difficul¬ 
ties  in  the  way  of  congestion  and  delays.  These 
have  often  been  due  to  the  heavy  passenger  traffic 
on  holidays,  and  disorganized  the  general  busi¬ 
ness,  to  the  discomfort  of  the  management,  which 
decided  to  build  a  separate  line  to  simplify  and 
permit  of  a  more  regular  and  better  service.  The 
new  line  will  be  used  exclusively  for  through 
freight  traffic.  Its  construction  has  been  in  prog¬ 
ress  since  March  third,  1903,  and  from  an  engineer¬ 
ing  point  of  view  the  building  of  the  road  was 
one  of  the  greatest  accomplishments  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  railroad  construction.  The  result  of  this 
enormous  proposition  is  the  establishing  of  a  road 
with  a  ruling  east-bound  grade  of  0.3  per  cent, 
and  west-bound  of  0.6  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
one  per  cent  in  both  directions  on  the  main  line 
between  Harrisburg  and  Glenloch. 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  James  E. 
Roderick,  chief  of  the  state  department  of  mines 
in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  the  production  of 
coal  in  1905  amounted  to  more  than  forty-nine 
per  cent  of  the  total  output  of  the  United  States. 
The  output  was  198,008,534  short  tons,  of  which 
119,361,514  tons  were  bituminous  and  78,647,020 
tons  anthracite.  This  tonnage  represents  a  value 
at  the  mines  of  about  $350,000,000  and  at  points 
of  distribution  of  about  $650,000,000.  There  were 
551  employes  killed  in  the  mines  of  the  anthracite 
region  in  the  production  of  the  above  tonnage. 
For  every  1,000  employes  4.73  were  killed.  In 
the  bituminous  region  444  were  killed  inside  the 
mines,  the  ratio  being  one  employe  to  every  268,- 
832  short  tons  of  coal  mined.  For  every  1,000 
employes  3.26  were  killed.  In  regard  to  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  boys  Chief  Roderick  says  in  his  re¬ 
port  :  “Concerning  the  employment  ages  of  boys, 
the  department  recommends  the  enactment  of  one 
law  making  the  employment  age  fourteen  years 
for  boys  employed  in  and  about  the  anthracite 
and  bituminous  mines.  If  a  uniform  law  with 
fourteen  years  as  a  minimum  were  passed  Penn¬ 
sylvania  would  lead  all  other  states  and  countries 
in  practical  and  sensible  protective  legislation  on 
this  important  question.  While  the  department 
advocates  the  employment  age  of  fourteen  years 
for  boys  inside  the  mines,  it  is  also  of  the  opinion 
that  the  employment  age  of  drivers  should  be 
sixteen  years;  runners,  seventeen  years;  miners’ 
laborers  in  the  anthracite  region  and  loaders  in 
the  bituminous  regions,  eighteen  years,  and  min¬ 
ers  in  both  regions,  twenty-one  years. 


D.  E.  Van  Wickle  Married. 

D.  E.  Van  Wickle,  of  Percy  Heilncr  &  Son, 
New  York,  was  married  to  Miss  Elorine  B. 
Smith  of  Hunt,  N.  Y.,  on  Saturday  night,  Au¬ 
gust  fourth,  at  the  home  of  the  bride.  The 
wedding  was  private,  owing  to  the  recent  death 
of  the  bride’s  mother,  and  only  near  relatives 
were  present.  The  happy  couple  left  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  ceremony  was  performed  on  an 
extended  trip  through  the  lower  provinces  of 
Canada,  in  the  course  of  which  they  will  visit 
'I'oronto,  Fort  Frontenac,  Montreal,  Quebec, 
'I'adousac  on  the  Sangenay  river,  and  other 
points  of  interest,  and  returning  by  way  of 
Bluff  Point  and  Ati  Sable  Chasm,  Lake  Champlain 
and  Lake  George  to  Saratoga,  where  they  wiM 
remain  for  some  time  before  returning  home. 

Mr.  Van  Wickle  has  been  identified  with  the 
coal  trade  at  New  York  for  about  twenty-five 
years,  and  is  universally  known  as  one  of  the 
able  and  popular  young  men  in  the  business. 
He  started  on  his  business  career  in  1881  with 
Van  Wickle,  Stout  &  Co.,  in  the  old  Trinity 
building  at  111  Broadway,  where  he  remained 
serving  in  various  capacities  till  1894.  In  that 
year  he  became  identified  with  the  house  he  is 


D.  E.  Van  Wickle. 


now  with,  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  by  whom  he 
is  highly  esteemed  for  his  executive  and  honor¬ 
able  qualities. 

He  is,  however,  even  better  known  to  his 
social  and  political  friends  in  Monmouth  county, 
N.  J.,  being  the  present  mayor  of  Matawan, 
where  he  resides.  Mr.  Van  Wickle,  through  his 
popularity  with  the  political  leaders  in  that  state, 
could  have  had  many  favors,  but  his  modesty 
has  made  him  decline,  for  the  most  part,  al¬ 
though  he  did  serve  as  a  member  of  the  assem¬ 
bly  for  one  term  and  has  succeeded  himself  as 
mayor  of  Matawan  for  five  terms.  He  takes 
a  great  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  county, 
where  he  is  an  important  figure  in  politics  and 
has  been  for  many  years.  His  advice  on  ques¬ 
tions  in  this  connection  is  greatly  appreciated 
and  frequently  sought.  His  brother,  Dr.  Qrwill 
Van  Wickle,  is  postmaster  of  the  same  town. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
Branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  July  twenty-first  amounted  to 
14,002  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of  3,16;!,- 
501  tons,  as  compared  with  4,841,294  tons  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease  of 
1,677,793  tons. 

There  was  no  coke  tomiage  for  the  same  week, 
so  that  the  total  for  this  year  remains  at  38,992 
tong,  as  comi)aretl  with  54.420  tons  for  the  sanu 
period  last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  pre-ent  year 
of  15,42;  tons. 
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The  Golden  Rule  as  Applied  to  Coal  Shipments. 


The  applicalion  of  the  Golden  Rule  to  coal 
shipments  presents  such  a  wide  scope  for  discus¬ 
sion  and  so  many  phases  which  could  be  profit¬ 
ably  considered,  that  the  chief  difficulty  found  is 
to  select  those  phases  that  present  the  greatest 
force  and  which  will  prove  to  be  the  most  profit¬ 
able  for  discussion  within  the  space  at  my 
disposal. 

I'or  convenience  and  correlation  I  will  subdi¬ 
vide  the  subject  under  the  following  heads:  'I'he 
Mine  Operator,  the  Railroads,  the  Jobber  and 
the  Consignee,  all  of  whom  should  work  together 
honestly  and  sciuarcly  for  the  common  good  and 
the  profit  of  all. 

As  Applied  to  the  Mine  Operator. 

The  Mine  Operator. — How  may  he  apply  the 
Golden  Rule  to  his  part  of  the  coal  business? 

In  answer  I  would  suggest  that  he  prepare  his 
coal  for  the  trade  as  well  as  it  is  possible  to  do 
with  the  aid  of  the  up-to-date  appliances  and  en¬ 
deavor  at  ;dl  times  to  have  the  sizes  of  his  eoal 
run  uniform,  especially  when  preparing  coal  for 
domestic  uses. 

He  should  religiously  see  to  it  that  every  car 
loaded  at  his  tipple  is  first  weighed  light  and 
again  weighed  when  loaded,  and  that  an  accurate 
record  is  kept  of  each  car  and  that  a  proper  bill 
of  lading  showing  the  gross,  tare  and  net  weight 
is  sent  out  with  each  car  invoiced. 

He  should  also  under-bill  his  coal  a  half  ton 
to  allow  for  the  natural  shrinkage,  which  loss  has 
heretofore  fallen  upon  the  consignee  without  any 
possible  redress. 

To  my  mind,  mine  operators  who  fail  to  thus 
properly  equip  their  mines,  prepare  their  coal  and 
a  correct  bill  of  lading,  should  not  expect,  nor 
should  they  receive,  the  patronage  of  the  trade. 

And  on  the  other  hand  all  operators  whose 
mines  are  properly  equipped  and  who  evince  a 
desire  to  apply  the  Golden  Rule  when  shipping, 
by  compliance  with  the  above  suggestions,  should 
receive  the  enthusiastic  support  of  the  trade,  al¬ 
though  a  bonus  of  a  few  cents  per  ton  at  the 
mines  is  asked  by  the  operator  who  thus  conducts 
his  business  as  against  the  operator  who  does  not. 
The  dealer  can  well  afford  to  pay  the  price  if 
he  knows  he  is  going  to  get  careful  preparation 
of  his  coal  and  all  the  coal  he  pays  for. 

As  Applied  to  the  Railroads. 

The  Railroads. — How  may  they  apply  the  Gol¬ 
den  Rule? 

In  answer  I  would  say  that  the  position  of  the 
railroads  as  common  carriers  calls  for  impartial 
and  unbiased  treatment  on  their  part  of  all  ship¬ 
pers.  They  should  be  compelled  to  treat  the 
small  operator  and  shipper  as  fairly  as  they  do 
the  large  operator  and  shipper. 

Each  and  every  railroad  should  put  in  track 
scales  at  or  near  every  coal  deposit  that  is  being 
operated,  keeping  them  at  all  times  in  perfect 
order.  They  should  install  competent  weighmas- 
ters,  who  should  be  held  responsible  under  bond 
for  the  proper  weighing  of  cars  light  and  loaded, 
and  they  should  be  compelled  to  weigh  each  car 
light  the  day  it  goes  to  the  tipple  for  loading 
and  reweigh  again  when  loaded,  giving  the  date 
of  such  transactions  on  a  proper  bill  of  lading 
which  they  should  furnish  with  each  car,  showing 
the  gross,  tare  and  net  weights  in  each  instance 
and  then  they  should  under-bill  each  car  from 
two  to  five  per  cent,  depending  upon  the  nature 
of  the  coal  loaded  in  the  car,  to  cover  in  part  the 
natural  shrinkage. 

Then  if  they  insist  on  using  stencil  weights  on 
their  cars,  they  should  be  compelled  to  restencil 
such  weights  at  least  once  a  year,  marking  thereon 
the  date  such  car  was  weighed  and  restenciled, 
and  no  stencil  weight  should  be  considered  in 
a  single  instance,  if  more  than  a  year  has  elapsed 
since  the  car  was  restenciled. 

Every  railroad  company  should  use  due  dili¬ 
gence  in  the  forwarding  promptly  to  destination 
of  coal  shipments;  and  they  should  be  subject  to 
a  penalty  of  some  kind,  whenever  they  have  un¬ 
duly  delayed  a  car  in  transit,  without  reason  or 
extenuating  circumstances. 

They  should  also  be  compelled  to  pay  a  reasonable 
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jjrofit  to  the  consignee  on  all  coal  confiscated  by 
them,  thus,  in  a  measure,  compensating  the  con¬ 
signee  for  the  loss  in  business  and  prestige  he  in¬ 
variably  suffers  by  reason  of  such  confiscation; 
and  they  should  be  compelled  to  report  promptly 
to  consignee  on  the  date  such  confiscation  takes 
place.  Upon  the  arrival  of  a  car  of  coal  at  des¬ 
tination,  the  railroad  company  slnnild  be  com¬ 
pelled,  upon  the  request  of  the  consignee,  to  re¬ 
weigh  said  car  of  coal  in  (luestion,  both  loaded 
and  light,  and  should  deduct  from  the  expense  bill 
both  the  amount  of  shortage  occurring  in  cost  of 
coal  at  mines  and  freight,  or  if  consignee  pays  the 
freight  beforehand,  they  should  pay  to  him  in 
cash  the  amount  of  the  shortage  within  ten  days. 

In  other  words,  they  should  be  compelled  to 
deliver  to  the  consignee  the  goods  which  they 
accept  from  the  mines. 

They  should  also  devise  some  system  which 
would  enable  them  to  take  up  and  settle  or  reject 
all  claims  made  upon  them,  promptly,  and  not  be 
permitted  to  handle  such  claims  as  they  do  now. 
All  too  frequently  a  claim  agent  calls  around 
to  pay  a  claim  or  to  state  that  the  claim  can  not 
be  allowed,  long  after  the  original  claimant’s  tired 
body  has  moldered  many  moons  in  its  last  resting 
place,  and  the  heirs  at  law,  having  settled  up  the 
estate,  have  scattered  to  the  four  winds,  and  the 
poor  claim  agent  can  find  no  one  authorized  to 
“take  the  money,”  or  to  receive  the  official  no¬ 
tice  of  the  rejection  of  the  claim.  Such  frequent 
occurrences  as  these  make  the  lot  of  the  claim 
agent  a  hard  one,  so  much  so,  in  fact,  that  his 
occupation  is  fast  becoming  universally  recognized 
by  insurance  authorities  as  an  undesirable,  extra- 
hazardous  risk. 

As  Applied  to  the  Jobber. 

The  Jobber. — How  can  he  apply  the  Golden 
Rule? 

He  should  handle  only  the  best  coals  obtaina¬ 
ble  and  thereby  work  up  and  maintain  a  high 
reputation  for  selling  good  coal.  The  jobber 
should  sell  his  coal  under  its  proper  name  and 
not  substitute  an  inferior  article  for  a  standard 
coal,  simply  because  he  can  for  a  time  increase 
his  commission. 

He  should  also  secure  from  the  operator  a 
proper  bill  of  lading  covering  each  shipment, 
which  he  should  send  to  his  customers  with  each 
invoice;  thus  giving  his  customer  documentary 
evidence  to  support  any  claim  that  might  arise 
as  to  shortage,  the  kind  of  coal,  etc. 

He  should  be  fair  to  the  railroads,  by  not  ship¬ 
ping  any  more  coal  to  any  given  point  than  he  can 
readily  dispose  of  on  arrival,  and  if  he  does 
otherwise  and  gets  “stuck”  he  should  pay  all  de¬ 
murrage  charges  and  other  costs  promptly  and 
cheerfully,  like  any  other  “square”  gambler. 

He  should  maintain  prices  strictly  and  never 
cut  a  price  except  under  absolute  necessity  and 
then  he  should  make  it  plain  to  his  customer 
■that  he  was  granting  a  concession,  and  why. 

The  jobber  in  selling  should  be  careful  to  sell 
only  to  the  regular  trade,  cutting  out  all  sales  to 
“snowbirds”  and  “fly-after-one-season”  dealers. 
He  should  also  be  careful  not  to  “knock”  and 
should  make  no  statement  about  his  own  goods 
or  the  “other  fellow’s”  that  he  can  not  back  up 
from  start  to  finish. 

As  Applied  to  the  Consignee. 

The  Consignee. — How  can  he  apply  the  Golden 
Rule? 

Having  been  a  regular  attendant  at  coal  deal¬ 
ers’  conventions  for  a  number  of  years,  I  have 
heard  all  about  what  the  railroads  and  the  operat¬ 
or  should  do  for  the  good  of  the  coal  trade;  I 
have  also  heard  in  emphatic  accents  just  what 
the  “snowbird”  and  “irregular  shipper”  should 
do;  but  1  confess  that  unless  my  memory  plays 
me  false,  and  my  eyes  deceived  me  as  I  read, 

I  have  never  heard  or  seen  anything  that  was 
particularly  instructive  concerning  the  duties  and 
obligations  of  the  consignee,  who  is  usually  the 
retailer.  Can  it  be  that  the  retailer  is  perfect? 
And  that  he  has  no  duty  to  perform  in  dealing 
with  the  operator,  jobber  and  railroad?  1  think 
not.  It  must  be  because  of  the  innate  and  clearly 
understood  “modesty”  of  the  retailer  that  has  pre¬ 


vented  the  giving  of  an  expression  along  these 
lines. 

I  contend  that  the  retailer  has  the  best  of  op¬ 
portunities  to  apply  the  Golden  Rule  and  to  give 
vitality  and  life  to  the  expression,  “square  deal.” 
I  am  glad  to  believe  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
retailers  act  on  these  lines  habitually  from  prin¬ 
ciple,  but,  alas !  there  arc  still  some  left  who  are 
either  so  narrow  that  they  stand  in  their  own 
light,  or  are  so  unprincipled  as  to  bring  disgrace 
upon  themselves  by  their  <iealings,  which  cast  the 
miasmic  cloud  of  suspicion  and  disrepute  upon 
the  whole  fraternity  of  retailers. 

'I  he  coal  dealer  is  a  necessity,  and  all  dealers 
who  are  fair  and  square  should  demand  a  reason¬ 
able  profit.  Until  the  dealer  does  this  he  is  not 
entitled  to,  nor  should  he  expect,  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  the  public.  '1  he  retailer  owes  the 
operator,  jobber  and  railroad  careful  considera¬ 
tion.  lie  should  only  buy  of  the  operator  or 
jobber  who  furnishes  satisfactory  bills  of  lading 
and  who  have  the  reputation  of  being  “square.” 
If  the  retailer  buys  a  car  of  coal  from  such  operat¬ 
or  or  jobber  and  the  coal  is  shipped  by  them  be¬ 
fore  cancellation  notices  reach  them,  the  retailer 
is,  in  all  fairness,  bound  to  receive  the  coal 
upon  arrival,  although  he  may  at  times  lose  a 
litttle  money. 

Refusing  Coal  Without  Good  Reason. 

After  a  car  is  in  transit  to  a  retailer  on  an 
order  and  it  arrives  upon  a  warm  balmy  day, 
don’t  refuse  the  coal  on  account  of  poor  quality 
before  you  have  looked  at  it;  don’t  wire  the  job¬ 
ber  or  the  operator  that  the  coal  is  N.  G.,  or  all 
slack,  but  that  you  will  accept  same  at  fifty  cents 
per  ton  off  price.  To  do  thus  is  not  applying  the 
Golden  Rule  or  the  principle  of  the  “square  deal.” 
If  you  have  bought  a  car  of  coal  from  a  jobber 
or  operator  who  has  sent  3-ou  a  proper  bill  of 
lading  and  you  have  accepted  the  car  and  un¬ 
loaded  it  and  the  car  turns  out  to  be  short,  don’t 
deduct  the  amount  of  the  shortage  from  your 
remittance  to  the  operator  or  jobber,  but  pay 
them  what  you  owe  them  and  make  your  claim  in 
proper  form  against  the  railroad  company,  which 
is  alone  to  blame  for  the  shortage.  Don’t  ask 
the  jobber  or  the  operator  to  fight  your  battles 
for  you.  If  they  have  done  the  fair  thing  with 
you,  you  in  turn  should  do  the  fair  thing  with 
them. 

There  are  many  other  “short  cuts  to  wealth” 
which  are  practiced  by  some  retailers,  but  time 
does  not  permit  of  further  detail.  Every  retailer 
has  a  conscience  and  a  healthy  sense  of  fairness. 
If  he  chooses  to  exercise  these  faculties  they  will 
invariably  guide  him  aright,  and  it  is  really  his 
desire  and  determination  to  be  “on  the  square” 
in  his  dealings. 

No  retailer  should  expect  the  operator,  jobber 
or  railroad  to  stand  it  all  and  to  be  responsible; 
when  in  many  instances  the  retailer  is  alone  to 
blame;  or  is  at  least  guilty  of  contributory  neg¬ 
ligence  by  not  making  claims  in  proper  form,  by 
not  demanding  a  proper  bill  of  lading,  by  using 
poor  judgment  in  buying  stock,  and  bj'  a  general 
lack  of  business  sense  and  care  in  the  conduct 
of  his  affairs. 

The  operator,  jobber  and  railroad  want  busi¬ 
ness,  and  will  do  anything  within  reason  and 
fairness  to  get  it  and  hold  it.  But  it  is  no 
more  than  fair  for  them  to  get  a  square  deal  in 
return. 

If  retailers,  as  individuals  and  in  their  asso¬ 
ciations,  will  see  to  it  that  they  stand  in  the 
right  themselves,  clean  their  own  .stables,  as  it 
were,  overcome  the  petty  jealousies  that  often 
cost  them  so  dearly  in  money  and  loss  of  self- 
respect,  recognize  the  right  of  their  brother  re¬ 
tailer  to  do  business,  and  come  to  remember 
always  that  there  is  a  strong  community  of  in¬ 
terests  between  the  operator,  jobber,  railroad 
and  retailer,  then,  and  then  only,  can  they  arrive 
at  the  high  plane  to  which  they,  as  coal  dealers, 
aspire,  and  can  expect  to  consummate  the  re¬ 
forms  for  which  they  have  labored  so  ardently 
and  which  are  ready  to  hand,  simply  for  tlie 
plucking,  the  minute  they  are  ready  to  act  as  a 
unit,  believing  that  the  good,  or  ill  of  one  is  the 
good  or  ill  of  all. 
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Western  Retail  J^otes. 

The  retail  coal,  wood  and  cement  hnsincss  of 
J.  E.  McClintock,  Cherokee,  Iowa,  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  Robert  Gracey,  of  tbe  same  city. 

The  Union  Grain  &  Coal  Co.,  Anderson,  liul., 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000  by  George  A.  Lambert,  Barzillai  O. 
Barnes  and  M.  N.  Barnes. 

Murphy  Coal  &  Wood  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Peabody,  Mass.,  with  a  capitalization  of 
$20,000.  The  incorporators  arc  Patrick  J.  Mur¬ 
phy,  Edward  O.  Keefe,  Edmund  J.  Murphy. 

Newhouse  &  Elcfson,  retail  lumber  dealers  at 
Lanesboro,  Minn.,  have  decided  also  to  engage 
in  the  coal  business.  A  coal  shed,  Ifi.xTO  feet, 
which  when  completed  will  be  equipped  with  all 
modern  improvements,  is  now  under  construction. 

Coal  Consumer  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  to  deal  in  coal,  wood,  etc. ; 
capital,  $40,000.  The  officers  of  the  company  are : 
President,  Maurice  A.  Murphy ;  treasurer,  Henry 
N.  Peabody;  clerk,  Maude  A.  Boyle,  all  of  Law¬ 
rence,  Mass. 

The  Holmes  &  Hallowcll  Co.,  retail  coal  deal¬ 
ers  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  will  make  an  extensive 
improvement  on  land  adjacent  to  the  Great 
Northern  railway,  which  they  recently  purchased 
between  Sixth  and  Eighth  avenues,  the  entire  in¬ 
vestment  being  about  $35,000.  Storage  for  10,000 
tons  of  coal  will  be  secured,  as  well  as  1,000  feet 
of  trackage. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  for  opening  the 
headquarters  of  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail 
Coal  Merchants’  Association  in  room  204  Louis¬ 
ville  Trust  Co.  building,  Louisville,  Ky.  The 
suite  will  be  handsomely  furnished,  and  every 
convenience  afforded  for  carrying  on  the  work  of 
the  organization. 

The  coal  and  grain  business  of  Haase  Bros., 
Sioux  Rapids,  Iowa,  has  been  disposed  of  to 
James  Wagner,  Storm  Lake,  who  will  take  pos¬ 
session  within  a  few  days.  Mr.  Wagner  is  al¬ 
ready  engaged  in  the  grain  business  at  Storm 
Lake  with  his  son,  but  will  personally  conduct  the 
business  recently  acquired. 

Fred  R.  MeVeity,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  has  sold  his 
interest  in  the  MeVeity  Fuel  Co.,  of  that  city  to 
ex-Aldcrman  Tohn  W.  Bruce.  He  and  Mr.  Bruce 
have  been  associated  in  the  business  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  and  both  are  well  known  in  St. 
Joseph.  Mr.  MeVeity  plans  to  engage  in  the  coal 
and  cement  business  at  Kansas  City. 

A  Minneapolis  fuel  dealers’  association  credit 
department  is  about  to  be  formed  for  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  credits  among  the  Minneapolis  fuel  deal¬ 
ers.  .  For  a  number  of  years  promiscuous  credit 
has  been  obtained  from  most  every  dealer  in  this 
city,  and  as  there  is  but  a  small  margin  of  profit 
made  by  the  retail  dealers,  it  would  take  the 
profit  of  many  tons  to  make  good  the  loss  of  one. 
Reports  on  credits  from  all  dealers  will  be  kept 
on  a  card  system  at  the  secretary’s  office  of  the 
credit  department  for  the  benefit  of  the  members. 
To  establish  good  credit  hereafter  it  will  be 
necessary  to  pay  all  accounts  promptly,  as  de¬ 
linquents  will  be  reported  each  month. 

Patrick  Coughlin,  one  of  the  best  known  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  died  at  his  residence 
in  that  town  recently  after  a  long  illness.  He 
underwent  an  operation  at  the  Carney  hospital 
last  spring,  and  never  fully  recovered,'  death  re¬ 
sulting  from  a  complication  of  diseases.  Mr. 
Coughlin  was  born  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
forty-nine  years  of  age.  The  family  removed  to 
Chelsea  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that  city. 
He  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  the  express  busi¬ 
ness,  but  twenty-two  years  ago  he  went  into  the 
coal  business  as  one  of  the  firm  of  McCarthy  & 
Co.  About  two  years  ago  he  bought  out  his  part¬ 
ner’s  interest  and  has  since  conducted  the  busi¬ 
ness  alone.  He  was  a  director  in  the  Chelsea 
savings  bank  and  the  Revere  Ice  Co.,  a  member 
of  the  Chelsea  board  of  trade  and  of  the  Revere 
Couneil  of  Knights  of  Columbus. 

As  the  result  of  murderous  assault.  Patrolman 
Herman  Shiel  and  Thomas  Flickey,  of  Wakefield, 
Mass.,  a  coal  merchant,  lie  wounded  at  the  relief 
hospital,  the  victims  of  three  robbers,  who  in 
broad  daylight  held  up,  robbed  and  shot  Flickey 
at  his  office  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  then  engaged 
in  a  street  battle  with  the  police,  in  which  Shiel 


was  maimed  by  bullets  fired  by  the  desperadoes. 
Such  a  bold  crime  has  not  occurred  in  Boston  for 
many  years  and  the  police  directed  every  energy 
to  the  capture  of  the  third  of  the  criminals,  tlie 
other  two  having  been  arrested  as  the  climax  of 
the  struggle  with  the  authorities.  Hickey  was 
robbed  of  $200  in  cash  and  valuable  papers.  The 
two  men  taken  into  custody  are  George  W.  Ever- 
.son,  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  of  New  York 
city,  and  Fred  Sacckatti,  thirty  years  old,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  'I'hcy  entered  the  coal  office 
while  Hickey  was  alone  and  demanded  money. 
'The  merchant  refused  their  demands  and  was 
shot  through  the  neck  by  one  of  the  robbers  and 
then  relieved  of  his  money.  While  badly  wound¬ 
ed.  Hickey  struggled  with  his  assailants,  who 
fled  to  the  street,  where  they  were  pursued  by 
Patrolman  Shiel.  In  an  exchange  of  bullets,  the 
officer  was  shot  in  the  leg  and  rendered  helpless. 
Other  police  pursued  the  robbers  and  after  the 
shooting  captured  two  of  them. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^otes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

E.  H.  Reynolds  has  organized  a  wholesale  coal 
business  at  Sheldon,  Iowa,  with  the  expectation 
of  supplying  a  large  portion  of  northwestern  Iowa 
with  fuel. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Devaney-Kirk  Coal  Co.,  Salineville,  Ohio,  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporatoi  s 
are  FI.  FI.  Kirk,  John  J.  Kirk,  W.  F.  Kirk,  Ed. 
Kirk  and  Nora  Kirk. 

The  Warsaw  Cannel  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  Edward 
W.  Disseth,  Charles  H.  Hower,  A.  1.  Nicholas, 
William  P.  Dunlap  and  T.  K.  Dissette. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Robert  Ford,  Carbon,  Iowa,  has  purchased  the 
interest  of  William  Collins  in  the  Collins  & 
Barker  coal  mine  at  that  town. 

Coal  operators  who  have  been  prospecting  for 
coal  in  the  vicinity  of  Donnybrook,  N.  D.,  report 
finding  a  vein  of  coal  over  five  feet  in  thickness 
and  of  a  very  good  quality. 

1'he  coal  mine  at  Bagley,  Iowa,  formerly  owned 
by  William  Marchant,  of  that  city,  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  Edward  Talbert,  who  in  turn  has  leased 
the  property  to  Harry  Thomas. 

Julius  Broehl,  who  for  the  past  twenty-two 
years  has  been  general  manager  of  the  Pana 
Coal  Co.,  Pana,  Ill.,  has  retired  from  active  busi¬ 
ness  and  has  sold  his  stock  in  the  company.  Mr 
Broehl’s  successor  has  not  yet  been  named. 

The  Hester  mine,  of  Republic,  Wash.,  which  is 
owned  by  Seattle  parties,  has  been  bonded  to  J. 
Strong  and  partners,  who  will  proceed  to  the 
work  of  development  immediately.  J.  T.  Ronald 
is  president  of  the  company  that  holds  the  prop¬ 
erty. 

W.  D.  Bruton,  of  Thorp,  Wash.,  who,  with 
C.  A.  Splawns,  owns  about  1,200  acres  of  coal 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Thorp,  has  taken  options 
to  purchase  coal  underlying  approximately  1,500 
acres  of  lands  in  that  section.  The  options  extend 
for  two  years,  the  price  being  $5  an  acre. 

The  mines  of  the  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  Che- 
halis.  Wash.,  were  threatened  with  destruction 
from  a  big  forest  fire  for  several  days  last 
week,  but  as  the  result  of  hard  work  on  the 
part  of  employes  of  the  company  the  blaze 
was  kept  from  the  mines  and  buildings. 

Jonas  Johnson,  Donnybrook,  N.  D.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  mine  at  that  town  formerly  owned 
1)y  the  Mellon  Coal  Co.  The  mine  which  was 
worked  by  Mr.  Johnson  last  winter  has  been 
closed  down,  and  all  of  the  new  owner’s  time 
will  be  devoted  to  operating  the  newly  acquired 
property. 

For  some  time  Oscar  Kimes  has  been  engaged 
in  sinking  a  coal  shaft  near  tlie  Santa  Fe  road, 
two  miles  east  and  one  mile  north  of  the  business 
district  of  Streator,  HI.  It  is  only  a_  short  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  old  Pekin  shaft,  which  proved 
such  an  expensive  venture.  Mr.  Kimes  says  there 
are  about  800  acres  of  coal  in  the  locality  in  which 
he  is  sinking  the  shaft,  the  land  under  which  the 
coal  lies  being  owned  by  C.  W.  Reddick,  Ike 
Mason,  Charles  Gurney  and  Fred  Benckendorf. 


He  iias  already  secured  leases  for  tlie  coal  under 
the  Reddick  and  Mason  farms.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  four  million  tons  of  coal  in  the  ter¬ 
ritory  designated,  and  Mr.  Kimes  is  very  opti¬ 
mistic  concerning  the  prospect  of  the  mine. 

The  By-products  Coke  Corporation,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  made  a  mortgage  to  the  First  Trust 
&  Savings  Bank  of  that  city,  as  trustee,  to 
secure  $2,000,000  twenty-year  six  per  cent 
bonds,  redeemable  any  interest  day  after  five 
years  at  105.  The  immediate  issue  is  said  to 
be  $(100,000. 

According  to  the  monthly  report  of  the  cus¬ 
toms  office  at  'I'olcdo,  Ohio,  the  amount  of  coal 
shipped  out  of  that  port  has  doubled  during  the 
last  month  over  the  amount  shipped  in  June.  In 
July  188,439  tons  of  coal  moved  out,  while  in 
June  the  shipments  amounted  to  78,995  tons.  May 
53,739,  April  63,724  tons. 

The  Standard  Coal  Co.,  Grand  Forks,  N.  D., 
which  operates  lignite  mines  at  Williston,  in  that 
state,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  supply¬ 
ing  the  state  normal  school  at  Mayvillc  with  its 
next  winter’s  supply  of  coal.  This  is  the  first 
time  the  Mayville  institution  has  used  lignite 
and  it  is  something  of  an  experiment. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  by  the  Stemp 
Springs  Coal  Co.,  which  owns  some  of  the  finest 
coal  properties  in  the  state  near  the  mining 
camp  of  Dillon,  Wyo.,  for  the  construction  of  a 
large  number  of  coke  ovens.  Tests  show  the  coal 
to  be  excellent  for  coking  purposes.  The  product 
will  be  marketed  on  an  extensive  scale. 

The  Craig  &  Dawson  Coal  Co.,  Ft.  Dodge. 
Iowa,  is  prospecting  for  new  veins  of  coal  on  the 
company’s  property  near  Lehigh.  The  work  has 
proceeded  rapidly  for  the  limited  time  that  it  has 
been  pursued  and  there  is  hope  of  strikitm  other 
veins  than  those  now  operated.  Mr.  H.  i.  Daw¬ 
son,  of  Ft.  Dodge  is  superintending  the  work. 

Although  it  is  not  a  year  since  the  Colorado 
F'uel  &  Iron  Co.  dismantled  its  coal  mines  at 
Capital!,  N.  M.,  work  has  been  commenced  al¬ 
ready  to  make  one  of  these  mines  a  producer 
again.  No.  1  coal  mine,  the  first  to  be  opened  in 
the  district  and  the  last  to  be  closed,  and  which 
caved  in  last  February,  will  be  the  first  to  be  re¬ 
opened.  The  roof  of  the  slope  is  being  timbered 
and  tracks  are  being  laid. 

Work  is  progressing  steadily  at  the  new 
mine  of  the  Consumers’  Coal  Development 
Co.,  located  west  of  the  Jamestown  mine,  near 
Saginaw,  Mich.  The  shaft  is  sunk  to  the  coal 
stratum,  which  is  about  thirty-two  inches 
thick.  The  coal  is  bright  and  firm  and  appears 
to  be  of  a  rich  grade.  A  number  of  mine 
buildings  have  been  completed  and  work  on 
the  tipple  will  soon  begin. 

William  Banfield,  of  Follansbee,  W.  Va..  has 
closed  a  deal  whereby  he  becomes  owner  of  300 
acres  of  coal  lands  at  Irondale,  Ohio.  'Fhis  pur¬ 
chase  of  Mr.  Banfield  adjoins  other  holdings 
of  his  there.  With  other  men  interested,  Mr. 
Banfield  expects  to  form  a  company  and  develop 
the  coal  lands  on  an  extensive  scale.  The  Mc¬ 
Clain,  Horrigan  and  Purvis  tracts  were  included 
and  the  purchase  was  made  from  J.  E.  Paisley. 

The  Golden  Cycle  Co.,  owning  one  of  the  big 
gold-mining  plants  near  Cripple  Creek,  Colo.,  has 
determined  to  go  into  coal  mining  on  an  ex¬ 
tensive  scale.  A  short  time  ago  this  company  in¬ 
vested  in  over  eleven  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands, 
for  which  it  paid  about  $200,000.  The  coal,  which 
is  sub-bituminous,  will  be  mined  at  once  on  an 
extensive  scale,  but  the  larger  part  of  the  output 
at  first  will  be  consumed  at  the  power  plants  of 
the  company’s  own  gold  mines. 

Announcement  is  made  at  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  by 
the  Union  Pacific  that  the  construction  of  a  six¬ 
teen-mile  branch  line  from  Thayer  to  the  new 
coal  camp  at  Reliance,  north  of  Rock  Springs, 
will  be  completed  within  a  few  weeks’  time  when 
another  monster  coal  camp  will  be  opened  up. 
Four  big  mines,  producing  the  same  quality  of 
coal  as  the  famous  Rock  Springs  collieries,  will 
be  developed  by  the  first  of  the  year,  1,000  miners 
will  be  employed  and  a  new  town  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  5,000  people  created. 

The  Danville  mine,  in  King  county.  Wash., 
which  belongs  to  the  Vesuvius  Coal  Co.,  is  con¬ 
sidered  something  new  in  the  line  of  geological 
freaks.  Seven  workable  veins  of  coal  run  along 
parallel  to  each  other  and  stand  perpendicularly 
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and  arc  so  closely  situated  that  a  7()0-foot  tunnel 
crosses  through  them  all.  The  largest  vein  is  ten 
feet  wide,  the  smallest  three  and  a  half  feet,  the 
whole  aggregating  a  width  of  thirty-five  feet. 
In  the  seven  hundred  feet  of  ground  which  sep¬ 
arates  the  two  outside  veins,  streaks  of  fire  brick 
clay  eciualing  one  vein  of  120  feet  wiile  is  found, 
which  will  also  be  extracted.  Men  arc  now  dig¬ 
ging  on  the  property,  sinking  slopes  with  a  forty- 
five  per  cent  grade.  They  have  reached  a  depth 
of  I'lO  feet  in  the  larger  vein  and  are  shipping  the 
coal  taken  from  it.  A  railroad  has  been  con¬ 
structed  for  this  purpose  by  the  proprietors. 

With  the  positive  assurance  that  the  Bear 
Creek  branch  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  railway 
will  be  finished  within  thirty  days,  the  Montana 
Coal  &  1  ron  Co.  has  decided  to  open  up  its 
extensive  coal  measure  at  once,  with  the  hope 
of  being  in  the  market  with  fuel  next  winter, 
'fhese  properties  are  situated  near  Red  Lodge, 
Mont.,  and  include  3,000  acres  of  good  coal  land, 
abutting  the  Amalgamated  claims,  d'he  mouth  of 
the  tunnel  to  be  driven  will  be  about  a  mile  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  Bear  Creek  Coal  Co.’s  workings. 
Elijah  Smith,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  the  president  of 
the  Montana  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  and  associates 
have  put  up  $200,000  in  cash  to  develop  the  mine 
and  install  an  electric  power  plant  and  tipple. 
The  work  of  development  is  to  be  l)Cgun  at  once 
under  tbe  management  of  George  T.  Lamport, 
who  is  a  large  stockholder  and  the  principal 
owner  of  the  ground. 

The  development  work  in  the  Chickaloon, 
Alaska,  coal  fields  has  reached  the  stage  where 
nothing  more  can  be  done  until  the  rails  of  the 
Alaska  Central  are  laid  to  the  properties.  A  total 
of  2,000  feet  of  tunnels  has  been  driven  into  the 
coal  veins.  The  property  is  now  in  condition  to 
ship  1,000  tons  of  coal  a  day  as  soon  as  the  neces¬ 
sary  machinery  is  installed.  The  coal  has  shown 
marked  improvement  with  depth.  It  is  declared 
equal  to  Pocahontas  coal.  Two  of  the  seven  tun¬ 
nels  of  the  Alaska  Central  Railway  on  miles  51 
and  52  have  been  finished  and  work  on  all  the 
others  is  going  ahead,  with  400  men,  night  and 
day  shifts  being  employed.  Of  the  aggregate  of 
3,7.30  feet  in  the  seven  tunnels  less  than  a  thou¬ 
sand  feet  remain  to  be  bored.  The  two  trestles 
approaching  tunnels  1  and  7  are  also  well  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  most  of  the  grading  is  finished  for 
twenty  miles  beyond  the  tunnels. 

The  Missouri  Cannel  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
organized  under  the  laws  of  Missouri  with  a 
paid-up  capital  of  $400,000.  This  company  owns 
3,220  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Morgan  and  Miller 
counties  and  has  eight  shafts  sunk  into  what  are 
said  to  be  the  largest  bodies  of  cannel  coal  so  far 
known  in  America.  None  of  the  shafts  have  as 
yet  completely  penetrated  the  cannel  coal,  but 
the  actual  measurements  of  the  thickness  of  the 
coal  so  far  penetrated  is  claimed  to  be  from  fifty  to 
sixty-five  feet.  Two  shafts  on  this  property  show 
bituminous  coal,  but  all  the  coal  is  of  very  fine 
texture  and  free  from  sulphur,  while  it  burns  to 
a  clean  ash  without  clinkers.  The  coals  show 
over  fifty  per  cent  of  fixed  carbon.  They  lie  near 
the  surface  and  will  be  handled  by  .stripping  with 
steam  shovels.  The  officers  are :  James  Apple- 
white,  pre.sident;  W.  W.  Farris,  vice-president; 
G.  D.  Able,  active  vice-president  and  general 
manager;  S.  W.  Tate,  secretary,  and  J.  C.  Ot- 
tinger,  treasurer.  All  are  residents  of  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  except  Mr.  Able,  who  is  at  Versailles, 
Mo.  As  the  property  lies  six  miles  from  a  rail¬ 
road,  the  Versailles  &  Sedalia  Railroad  Co.  has 
been  incorporated,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
line  at  once  as  far  as  the  property  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  and  ultimately  to  Sedalia, 
a  distance  of  thirty  miles.  At  Versailles  the  new 
road  will  make  connection  with  the  Frisco  and 
Missouri  Pacific  systems. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes, 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Bardolf  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Philippi,  Barbour  county,  W.  Va.,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $200,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Charles  F.  Teter,  Clarence  E.  Robinson,  Samuel 
A.  Moore,  of  Philippi,  W.  Va.,  and  K.  T.  Deegan 
and  Edwin  F.  Hartley,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va. 

The  Coalburg  Kanawha  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Coalburg,  W.  Va.,  the  incorporators 


being  a  party  of  Charleston  capitalists.  The 
offices  of  the  company  will  be  located  in  the 
Kanawha  Valley  Bank  building.  'I'he  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $.70,000,  of  which  $30,000  has 
already  been  subscribed  and  $3,000  paid  in,  and 
the  incorporators  are  W.  S.  Edwards,  R.  G. 
Quinn,  J.  L.  Uickensen,  B.  Minor  Jr.  and  E. 
Smith. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

O.  S.  Blair,  of  Star  Junction,  Pa.,  has  been 
chosen  to  succeed  the  kite  John  S.  .Vewmyer  as 
general  manager  of  the  Washington  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 

'I'he  contract  has  been  let  for  the  extension  of 
the  Ligonier  Valley  railroad  five  miles  in  order 
to  develop  the  Ligonier  Valley  coal  field  of  the 
Shenango  b'urnace  Co. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  will  of  the  late 
Charles  b'erguson,  of  Philadelphia,  coal  operator 
and  mine  owner,  who  died  on  July  tenth,  an  estate 
amounting  to  more  than  $l,0()(),(i()0  will  eventually 
go  to  the  Presbyterian  hospital  of  this  city  and 
the  American  and  New  England  Anti-Vivisection 
societies. 

'I'he  Laurel  Run  breaker  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Co.  at  Parsons,  Pa.,  which  was  being  torn  down 
to  make  way  for  a  new  and  more  mtxlern  struc¬ 
ture,  collapsed  when  partially  demolished  and 
four  carpenters  who  were  employed  in  razing  the 
structure  to  the  ground  were  seriously  and  per¬ 
haps  fatally  hurt. 

Hugh  Ross,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  late  the 
mine  foreman  for  the  Rainey  Coke  Co.  at  Acme, 
has  gone  into  the  coal  business  for  himself  and 
secured  2,200  acres  in  Indiana  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Llis  field  adjoins  the  mines  of  the  Roches¬ 
ter  and  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  and  other  con¬ 
cerns  shipping  as  high  as  100  cars  a  day  from  one 
plant.  The  coal  of  this  field  shows  up  well  in 
analysis  and  is  being  rapidly  taken  up. 

S.  W.  Culver,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  capitalists  who  arc  invest¬ 
ing  thousands  of  dollars  in  coal  lands  in  the 
Hazelton  district.  They  have  purchased  from  the 
Reeder  estate  at  Easton  the  abandoned  Evans  col¬ 
liery  at  Beaver  Meadows,  and  will  develop  the 
veins  that  were  not  touched  by  the  former  op¬ 
erators  of  the  place.  A  breaker  costing  $75,000, 
to  be  run  by  electricity,  will  be  erected.  Nearly 
100  houses  will  be  put  up  for  the  employes. 

The  Jenney  Gap  Coal  &  Land  Co.,  which  was 
recently  formed  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was  or¬ 
ganized  for  the  purpose  of  holding  about  600 
acres  of  coal  lands  in  Raleigh  county.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  which  are  being  leased  to  Lee  Long,  of 
Burnwell,  who  is  now  preparing  to  make  test 
drills.  If  the  tests  are  satisfactory,  it  is  stated 
that  Mr.  Long  will  begin  developing  the  property 
at  once.  Officers  of  the  Jenney  Gap  Coal  & 
Land  Co.  are  J.  B.  Lewis,  president ;  S.  K.  Owens, 
vice-president;  J.  W.  Moore,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer. 

The  Percy  Mining  Co.  has  been  enjoined  from 
removing  the  coal  from  under  the  land  of  the 
heirs  of  Caroline  De  Saulles  without  leaving 
proper  support.  The  land  is  in  North  Union 
township,  near  Umontown,  Pa.,  and  the  decree 
was  handed  down  by  Judge  R.  E.  Umbel,  who 
holds  that  the  title  to  the  coal  alone  does  not 
authorize  the  defendant  to  remove  all  of  it,  re¬ 
gardless  of  consequences  to  the  surface,  even 
though  the  defendant  recognizes  its  liability  for 
damages  and  stands  ready  to  pay  them.  If  the 
ow'iier  of  the  surface  elect  that  it  shall  be  main¬ 
tained  intact  he  has  the  right  to  do  so,  and  upon 
his  so  electing  the  court  held  that  he  is  entitled 
to  an  injunction. 

A  new  shaft  will  be  sunk  in  connection  with  tne 
new  breaker  which  is  now  being  built  by  Messrs. 
Elliott,  McClure  &  Co.,  owners  of  the  Austin 
Heights  colliery  at  Sibley,  Pa.  As  a  result  of 
this  plan,  there  will  be  a  new  colliery  with  twice 
the  capacity-  of  the  old  breaker  which  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  about  two  months  ago.  The  an¬ 
nouncement  of  this  enterprise  has  caused  general 
rejoicing  in  the  vicinitjq  which  was  beginning  to 
feel  the  effects  of  the  idleness  caused  by  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  the  old  breaker,  coupled  with  the  strike 
at  the  Jermyn  colliery.  The  new  shaft  will  be 
sunk  to  the  Red  Ash  vein,  and  work  on  it  will  be 


pushed  rapidly,  so  as  to  have  it  ready  when  the 
new  breaker  is  in  operation. 

I  he  aged  Daniel  Drawbaugh,  whose  litigations 
in  the  United  States  courts  many  years  ago 
against  Alexander  Bell  made  him  known  as  the 
prior  inventor  of  the  telephone,  notwithstanding 
Bell’s  gaining  the  patent  suits  on  technicalities, 
and  who  has  been  turning  out  many  inventions 
at  Ebcriy’s  Mills,  Pa.,  in  rapid  succession  for  the 
last  twenty-five  years,  has  announced  that,  with 
the  aid  of  Dr.  B.  E.  Gamble,  he  has  discovered  a 
practical  fuel  to  take  the  place  of  coal.  This 
new  fuel  is  being  manufactured  now  at  Bowmans- 
dale,  cast  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  under  a  secret  process. 
It  is  composed  of  chemicals  and  a  fibrous  matter, 
and  weighs  only  half  as  much  as  coal.  The  new 
fuel  will  l)e  made  in  different  sized  molds.  It  is 
also  declared  that  tests  made  with  the  new  fuel 
show  tliat  it  does  not  clinker,  burns  freely,  gives 
off  more  heat  than  coal,  lasts  longer  and  will 
probably  cost  about  one-half  as  much  as  coal. 
Perhaps  so ! 

Plans  are  being  made  to  start  a  new  coal  mine 
at  Logans  l-err\'.  near  New  Kensington,  Arm¬ 
strong  county.  Pa.,  the  plant  to  cost  about  $250,- 
000.  A  great  deal  of  land  has  been  bought  and 
leased  in  the  vicinity  lately  by  the  Kensing¬ 
ton  Coal  &  Gas  Co.,  which  has  also  acquired 
twenty-five  acres  of  river  frontage  at  Lagans 
berry,  for  $1,000  an  acre,  and  will  sink  a  shaft 
on  it  soon.  Coke  ovens  will  also  be  constructed. 
George  h.  McFetridge,  Jr.,  of  Tarentum,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company.  'I'he  tipple  will  be  located 
but  a  short  distance  from  the  government  dam 
at  Barking.  Sidings  are  already  being  laid  out 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  The  coal  is  of 
the  lower  Freeport  vein.  'I'wo  stratas,  each  about 
four  and  one-half  feet  thick  with  a  foot  of  clay 
between,  can  be  reached  at  a  depth  of  not  more 
than  12.7  feet.  For  some  time  McFetridge  and 
others  have  been  quietly  securing  options  on  coal 
lands  in  Plum  township  where  the  mine  is  to  be 
located,  and  they  now  have  over  3,ooo  acres  oj 
fine  coal  at  their  disposal.  Other  parties  have 
succeeded  in  getting  an  additional  7,000  acres  of 
land  in  the  same  locality. 

A  judicial  decree  has  been  handed  down  grant¬ 
ing  a  perpetual  injunction  against  the  Pittsburg 
Junction  railroad,  restraining  it  from  using  soft 
coal  in  its  engines  or  blowing  whistles  while  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  Oakland  district  of  Pittsburg. 
Pa.  The  injunction  was  granted  as  a  result  of 
the  argument  in  the  case  of  Mrs.  Eliza  Thaw 
Edwards  against  the  railroad.  The  decree  in  full 
is  as  follows :  “It  is  ordered  and  decreed  that 
the  decree  heretofore  entered  dismissing  the  bill 
of  complaint  is  revoked,  and  it  is  ordered  and  de¬ 
creed;  First,  that  the  said  Pittsburg  Junction 
railroad  is  hearby  perpetually  enjoined  and  re¬ 
strained  from  using  on  and  after  September  first, 
loot),  upon  its  locomotives  on  the  route  of  its 
railroad  along  and  under  the  streets  and  alleys 
between  the  Monongahela  and  Allegheny  rivers 
bituminous  coal  as  fuel,  and  from  emitting  smoke 
or  soot  from  its  locomotives.  Second,  that  the 
Pittsburg  Junction  railroad  is  perpetually  en¬ 
joined  from  using  the  steam  whistle  as  a  signal, 
or  pennitting  signaling  by  steam  whistles  by  its 
locomotives  while  upon  or  traversing  said  route 
of  its  railroad  between  the  Monongahela  and 
Allegheny  rivers.  Third,  the  defendant  company 
is  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  costs  of  this  pro¬ 
ceeding.’’ 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  general  offices  of  the  Darby  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  formerly  at  SIO  Mercantile  Library  building, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  have  been  removed  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  mines  at  Darb3'ville,  Lee  county,  Virginia. 

The  Globe  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Cullman,  Ala.,  has 
been  incorporated  to  operate  coal  mines  and  coke 
ovens  at  that  city.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $500,000,  and  the  incorporators  are  Wil¬ 
liam  Mode  Cook,  Alfred  W.  Lillendahl  and  G.  H. 
'reuBroek. 

The  Pennington  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Pennington  Gap,  Va.,  with  $50,000  capital  stock. 
I'he  incorporators  and  officers  of  the  company 
arc  E.  \\'.  Pennington,  president;  J.  L.  Noel, 
vice-president ;  A.  G.  Hyatt,  secretary  and  treas- 
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urer,  and  W.  B.  lunniert,  A.  N.  Pennington,  J.  V. 
Graham,  all  of  Pennington  Gap,  directors. 

The  Black  Mountain  Collieries  Co.,  chartered 
by  the  state  corporation  commission  of  Virginia, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  from  $100,000  to  $250,000, 
of  which  James  M.  Barr  is  president,  will  under¬ 
take  general  mining  operations  in  “any  county  in 
this  state.”  Associated  with  Mr.  Barr,  recently 
president  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  are  Frank 
C.  Wright,  of  Cincinnati,  as  secretary-treasurer, 
and  W.  A.  Garrett,  of  Cincinnati,  as  director. 
The  principal  office  is  to  be  in  Norfolk  and  the 
charter  provides  for  coal  mining,  manufacture  of 
coke,  the  ownership  of  not  exceeding  10,000  acres 
of  land  at  any  one  time,  and  permits  the  new 
company  to  buy,  sell  or  lease  properties  that  may 
be  desired  for  its  operations. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Coal  and  timber  lands  known  as  the  Hill  tract 
in  Grundy  and  Sequatchie  counties,  Tenn.,  have 
been  sold  to  C.  F.  Barnes,  Wm.  Barnes  and  W.  I. 
Moody,  of  Texas,  and  Charity  Hall,  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  for  $20,000.  Two  railroad  surveys  have 
been  made  across  this  property  and  it  is  only  a 
question  of  time  when  it  will  be  developed,  as 
all.  the  adjoining  lands  are  rich  in  minerals  as 
well  as  covered  with  valuable  timber. 

An  order  of  court  has  been  made  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  properties  of  Lookout  Mountain 
Iron  Company  at  Battelle,  Ala.  The  sale  will  be 
made  by  the  present  receiver,  C.  A.  Stillman,  on 
Monday,  October  twenty-third,  in  front  of  the 
government  building  in  the  city  of  Birmingham. 
Mr.  Stillman  will  remain  in  charge  until  that  time. 
The  property  consists  of  a  300-ton  iron  furnace, 
coal  and  iron  ore  mines  and  150  coke  ovens. 
The  cost  was  $1,500,000.  Mr.  Stillman  was  ap¬ 
pointed  receiver  in  March  by  Judge  Thomas  G. 
Jones  of  the  United  States  court,  who  issued  the 
oriler  today. 

A  deal  has  just  been  closed  at  Crossville, 
Tenn.,  and  the  consideration  paid  whereby  the 
North  American  Coal  &  Coke  Company  has  ac¬ 
quired  the  holdings  of  the  Citizens’  Co-operative 


Coal  &  Land  Co.  The  lands  sold  consist  of 
4,000  acres  of  the  finest  coal  lands  in  the  south¬ 
west  portion  of  the  county,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  the  Southern  railroad  and  about  three  miles 
from  the  Eastland  branch  of  the  Nashville,  Chat¬ 
tanooga  &  St.  Louis  railway.  This  tract  of  land 
has  been  thoroughly  tested  and  a  number  of 
openings  made.  The  coal  averages  about  four 
feet  in  thickness  under  the  entire  tract.  The 
property  will  be  developed  as  soon  as  transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  can  be  had. 

John  W.  Robinson  died  at  his  home  at  Grahams 
Forge,  Wythe  county,  Virginia,  July  sixteenth, 
aged  sixty-nine  years.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  business  men  in  this  section  of 
Virginia,  his  business  career’  commencing  with 
the  late  David  Graham,  Sr.,  one  of  the  pioneer 
iron  manufacturers  in  southwest  Virginia.  He 
was  founder  of  the  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  and  was  prominently  identified  with  that  cor¬ 
poration  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also 
was  largely  interested  in  the  Bank  of  Norton,  Va., 
and  the  Pulaski  National  bank.  He  was  the 
senior  partner  in  the  firm  of  Robinson,  Tate  & 
Co.,  of  Lynchburg,  and  was  a  large  stockholder  in 
a  number  of  other  important  concerns  in  the 
state. 

The  coal  situation  in  Alabama  is  most  satis¬ 
factory.  The  mines  in  operation  are  doing  ex¬ 
ceedingly  well,  and  there  is  a  demand  for  every 
ton  of  the  product  being  gotten  out.  But  five 
of  the  commercial  coal  operators  in  this  state 
dealing  with  the  union  miners  heretofore  have 
failed  to  sign  contracts  for  this  year.  One  or 
two  of  the  operators  will  in  the  next  day  or  two 
sign  contracts  with  the  union  miners  and  start 
up  their  mines  again.  Less  than  half  a  dozen 
mines  are  idle  in  this  state  and  at  the  other 
places  there  is  strenuous  effort  being  made  to  get 
out  the  largest  possible  amount  of  coal.  Steam 
coal  in  particular  is  finding  a  strong  demand.  Coal 
from  Stout’s  Mountain,  in  Cullman  county,  on 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad,  is  being 
shipped  right  along  to  Mexico,  going  via  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  to  Pensacola  and  thence 
by  boat  to  Vera  Cruz.  The  railroads  in  Mexico 


and  industries  in  that  country  arc  using  the  prod¬ 
uct,  and  find  the  Alabama  coal  equal  to  any 
to  be  had.  The  coal  is  hard  and  stands  the  heavy 
handling  well.  The  development  in  virgin  coal 
fields  in  Walker  county,  Ala.,  this  year  yet  prom¬ 
ises  to  be  very  extensive.  The  Pratt  Consolidated 
Coal  Co.  will  open  a  dozen  mines  along  the  new 
extension  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad 
being  constructed  from  their  Mineral  Springs 
branch.  The  daily  output  of  the  Pratt  Co.  will 
be  increased  from  8,000  to  20,000  tons.  Then  J. 
F.  Hanson,  president  of  the  Central  of  Georgia 
railroad,  and  his  associates,  who  are  supposed  to 
be  the  Pratt  Consolidated  Co.,  will  begin  de¬ 
velopments  shortly  in  the  coal  field  recently  pur¬ 
chased  by  them  from  the  Gulf  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Seventeen  thousand  acres  of  land  were  purchased 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  well  ladened  with 
coal.  The  Southern  Steel  Co.  is  pushing  the  work 
on  its  new  coal  mines  at  Virginia  City,  in  the 
lower  part  of  Jefferson  county.  'I'he  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.  has  started  a  new  min¬ 
ing  town  near  the  Blue  Creek  region,  in  Jefferson 
county.  H.  F.  DeBardeleben  is  opening  mines 
near  Pelham.  Other  mines  are  being  opened  and 
the  prospects  as  to  coal  production  are  very 
bright. 

The  Brasher  Coal  Company,  of  which  J.  B. 
Brasher  is  president,  on  July  fourteenth,  sold  their 
mines  at  Oak  Hill,  Ky.,  to  a  Pennsylvania  syndi¬ 
cate  for  $60,000.  The  new  company  incorporated 
and  organized  under  the  name  of  the  Chesley 
Coal  Company.  They  took  charge  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  Monday  morning.  It  is  reported  that  they 
will  add  other  lands  and  coal  rights  to  the  Oak 
Hill  property,  and  in  all  probability  will  build 
a  switch  from  Oak  Hill  to  Nortonville,  thereby 
getting  connection  with  the  Illinois  Central,  en¬ 
abling  them  to  make  shipments  over  both  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  and  the  Illinois  Central 
railroads.  They  will  also  put  in  electrical  haulage 
and  greatly  increase  the  output  of  the  mine.  The 
Oak  Plill  mine  is  a  fine  piece  of  property,  the  coal 
being  of  superior  quality.  It  was  opened  eight 
years  ago  by  the  Oak  Hill  Coal  Co.,  with  Jabus 
Trathen  as  president.  It  was  acquired  by  the 
Brasher  Coal  Co.  in  May  of  this  year. 
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The  development  of  the  Star  Cahaha 
Coal  Co.  near  Parkvvood,  Ala.,  is  pro¬ 
gressing  rapidly  and  a  gratifying  output 
is  being  had.  This  mine  was  opened 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  has 
only  recently  been  supplied  with  railroad 
facilities.  Houses  are  being  built  and 
the  latest  machinery  installed. 

The  Southern  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  of 
Clarksville,  Ark.,  the  organization  of 
which  was  recently  noticed  in  these  col¬ 
umns,  owns  440  acres  of  semi-anthracite 
coal  lands,  with  100  acres  more  under 
lease  near  Spadra,  in  Johnson  county, 
which  it  contemplates  developing  at 
once.  A  plant  to  cost  about  $40,000  will 
be  installed  and  is  expected  to  have  a 
capacity  of  500  tons  per  day. 

After  three  years’  work  in  preparation 
and  an  expenditure  of  over  $250,000, 
the  Windrock  Coal  Co.  has  begun  the 
active  shipment  of  coal  at  Oliver 
Springs,  Tenn.  This  company  has  per¬ 
haps  the  best,  most  up-to-date  and  ex¬ 
pensive  equipment  of  any  coal  mine  in  the 
state.  But  this  outlay  is  fully  justified 
by  the  enormous  quantities  of  the  finest 
quality  of  coal.  These  mines  are  at  the 
terminus  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
spur  track  leading  from  the  main  line 
at  Dossett. 

The  Big  Sandy  Co.,  of  Boston,  which 
owns  130,000  acres  of  coking  coal  land 
in  Pike  county,  Kentucky,  reports  great 
activitj^  recently  in  the  making  of  leases 
on  royalty  at  ten  cents  a  ton  with  lead¬ 
ing  coal  operators  from  Pennsylvania 
and  the  Pocahontas  field.  Under  leases 
already  closed  work  has  commenced 
upon  the  opening  of  ten  mines,  to  have 
a  daily  output  of  G,000  tons,  all  of  which 
will  go  west  over  the  seventy-seven  mile 


Big  Sandy  extension  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio,  built  last  year  at  a  reported  cost 
of  $4,000,000  in  order  to  reach  this  prop¬ 
erty  and  open  up  the  Elkhorn  coal  fields. 

A  deal  has  just  been  closed  whereby 
the  i'lynn  Cove  coal  field  in  Cumberland 
county,  Tenn.,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  North  American  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
by  the  Citizens’  Co-operative  Coal  Land 
Co.  at  Crossville.  There  are  about  4,000 
acres  of  land,  and  it  is  considered  one  of 
the  finest  properties  on  the  Cumberland 
plateau.  It  is  understood  the  Southern 
Railway  will  build  a  branch  line  from 
Crossville  at  an  early  date,  and  the  East- 
land  branch  of  the  N.  C.  &  St.  L.  Rail¬ 
road  is  now  within  about  three  miles  of 
the  property.  The  property  will  be  de¬ 
veloped  as  soon  as  shipping  facilities  can 
be  obtained. 

A  deal  is  reported  as  having  been  con¬ 
summated  for  the  sale  of  the  Flynn  Cove 
coal  field  on  Laurel  creek,  in  Cumber¬ 
land  county,  Tennessee,  to  the  North 
American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  property 
consists  of  about  4,000  acres  of  land,  and 
was  sold  by  the  Citizens’  Co-operative 
Coal  Land  Co.  at  Crossville.  It  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  Eastland  branch  of 
the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis 
Railway  has  been  constructed  within 
three  miles  of  the  property,  and  that  the 
Southern  Railway  will  construct  a 
branch  line  from  Crossville  within  a 
short  time.  The  field  will  be  developed, 
it  is  said,  as  soon  as  shipping  facilities 
can  be  had. 

The  purchase  of  large  tracts  of  coal 
and  ore  lands  in  the  southern  part  of 
Jefferson  county  and  in  Shelby  county, 
Alabama,  by  the  Alabama  Fuel  &  Steel 
Co.,  of  which  J.  M.  Overton,  of  Nash¬ 


ville,  Tenn.,  is  president,  and  H.  F.  De- 
Bardeleben,  of  Birmingham,  general 
manager,  gives  indication  of  large  de¬ 
velopments  by  this  company,  nart  of  the 
plans,  it  is  said,  being  to  erect  a  big 
steel  plant,  a  couple  of  blast  iron  fur¬ 
naces  and  other  works  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  both  iron  and  steel  and  then 
the  working  of  both  metals.  No  definite 
announcements  are  made  beyond  the 
fact  that  large  tracts  of  coal  and  ore 
lands  have  been  purchased  or  options  on 
same  secured.  Two  railroad  lines  are 
being  surveyed  now  to  the  coal  lands 
purchased  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
county  and  other  preparations  l)eing 
made  looking  to  the  big  development. 

The  Cumberland  Railroad  Co.,  op¬ 
erating  a  coal  road  from  near  Barbour- 
ville,  Ky.,  to  the  Brush  Creek  coal  fields, 
has  ordered  1,000  additional  coal  cars, 
b'or  several  months  operations  in  that 
territory  have  been  embarrassed  by  a 
scarcity  of  cars  for  shipping  purposes, 
and  the  purpose  of  the  new  supply  will 
be  to  avoid  this  in  the  future.  Antag¬ 
onism  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and 
Cumberland  roads  is  said  to  be  one 
reason  for  a  lack  of  cars  at  the  new 
mines  on  the  Cumberland  line.  The 
fight  of  these  companies  started  with  the 
famous  controversy  over  Greasy  Creek 
gap,  through  which  each  company  want¬ 
ed  to  extend  a  line.  Great  activity  pre¬ 
vails  in  mining  in  the  Brush  Creek  ter¬ 
ritory. 

The  South  &  Western  Railway,  now 
being  constructed  between  the  Virginia 
coal  fields  and  the  Carolinas,  in  order  to 
make  a  direct  outlet  to  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board,  is  not  lacking  for  funds  with 
which  to  carry  on  the  work.  It  is  stated 
that  $15,000,000  in  five  ner  cent  notes 


have  been  issued  and  sold  to  promoters 
of  the  road,  which  is  to  connect  with  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line  in  North  Carolina. 
These  notes,  which  run  six  years,  were 
purchased  by  Blair  &  Co.,  Speyer  &  Co. 
and  the  Uld  Colony  Trust  Co.  This 
means  that  work  is  to  be  rushed  on  the 
road  with  all  possible  speed.  George  L. 
Carter,  the  chief  of  the  construction 
work,  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the  most 
serious  problem  in  the  way  of  prompt 
completion  of  the  road  is  the  difficulty 
in  securing  sufficient  men.  .\t  present 
the  company  is  working  about  6,000  men. 
The  chief  offices  of  this  company  are  in 
Bristol,  Tenn. 

The  contractors  who  have  the  con¬ 
tract  for  erecting  four  large  coal  wash¬ 
ers  for  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  at  Ensley,  Wylam  and  Pratt 
City  are  completing  the  concrete  founda¬ 
tions  upon  which  the  structural  iron  will 
rest.  It  is  said  that  the  one  at  Pratt 
City  will  be  the  largest  coal  washing 
plant  ever  constructed  in  the  United 
States.  The  one  to  be  erected  at  No.  4 
mine,  just  opposite  the  steel  works  in 
Ensley,  will  be  next  in  size,  and  it  is 
claimed  that  even  it  exceeds  any  other 
in  the  country.  The  big  washer  plant 
at  Pratt  City  will  have  a  capacity  of 
over  2,000  tons  of  coal  per  day.  The 
combined  capacity  of  the  plants  will  run 
considerably  over  6,000  tons  per  day, 
which  is  about  the  present  output  of  the 
mines.  The  type  of  washers  is  known 
as  the  Stewart  jig  and  represents  the 
highest  attainments  in  the  science  of 
modern  mining  machinery.  The  four 
plants  will  be  finished  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  at  which  time  it  is  believed  that 
the  output  of  coal  will  be  much  greater 
than  at  the  present. 
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General  Review 

Speaking  in  general  terms,  changes  in  trade  conditions  throngh- 
ont  tlie  country  (hiring  tlie  past  week  liave  been  confined  to  lesser 
details,  tlie  general  state  of  the  market  in  the  different  sections  show¬ 
ing  no  radical  changes.  Characterizing  the  situation  briefly,  dullness 
continues  in  the  east,  depression  continues  in  the  west,  and  pros- 
]ierity  continues  in  the  section  lying  netween. 

The  anthracite  trade  in  the  east  is  even  more  quiet  than  it  was 
a  week  ago,  lint  little  business  being  reported  from  New  York  and 
other  leading  centers  of  trade.  This  decline  of  business  seems  to  have 
been  somewhat  of  a  disappointment,  the  early  part  of  the  month 
developing  such  activity  that  it  was  believed  the  free  movement  to 
the  seaboard  would  eontinue  throughout  the  month,  but  now  little 
improvement  is  expected  in  the  market  before  September  unless  the 
last  days  of  the  month  should  lead  to  the  placing  of  some  orders 
under  the  stimulus  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  last  discounts  from  the 
circular  on  August  thirty-first. 

While  eastern  absorption  of  the  j^roduct  is  slow,  as  just  indicated, 
yet  production  at  the  mines  is  being  held  up  very  steadily  by  the 
rather  light  but  at  the  same  time  well  sustained  demand  from  many 
parts  of  the  country,  especially  from  points  less  easily  reached,  where 
experience  has  shown  the  dealers  that  it  is  difficult  to  get  supj^lies  in 
promptly  during  the  rush  season.  Absorption  of  output  is  further 
])romoted  by  tlie  increased  demand  from  Canada  and  tbe  lake  trade, 
lleports  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  show  an  increase  of  about  one-tbird 
in  water  shipments  this  week  as  compared  with  last  week,  the  increased 
tonnage  going  mostly  to  Lake  Miehigan  ports. 

Heretofore  Buffalo  has  been  the  only  Lake  Erie  port  where  the 
vessel  supply  has  been  easy  in  proportion  to  the  cargoes  offered,  but 
during  the  present  week  this  condition  of  things  has  come  to  an  end, 
and  shippers  in  that  city  are  finding  it  as  difficult  to  secure  eharters 
as  at  otlier  ports.  Transportation  service  from  the  anthracite  mines 
has  thus  far  been  very  satisfactory  to  most  points,  little  complaint 
having  been  heard  either  of  car  service  or  of  slowness  in  transit. 
It  is  anticipated,  however,  that  by  the  expiration  of  another  month 
the  movement  of  anthracite  will  be  seriously  retarded  by  difficulties 
of  this  character. 

In  the  west  the  distribution  of  anthracite  to  interior  points  is 
proceeding  slowly  and  more  or  less  spasmodically.  At  the  distributing 
points  on  the  lakes,  such  as  Milwaukee  and  Chicago,  the  docks  are 
showing  the  effects  of  the  increased  shipments  by  water  in  gradually 
accumulating  stocks.  Distribution  from  these  centers  to  the  retail 
dealers  continues  so  slow  as  to  be  almost  a  negligible  feature. 

Eastern  Bituminous  Trade  Slowly  Improving. 

Some  signs  of  improvement  are  evident  in  the  seaboard  bitumi¬ 
nous  trade.  Orders  are  more  plentiful  and  the  trend  of  inquiries  is 
such  as  to  indicate  that  a  gradual  increase  of  business  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  this  time  forward.  Orders  for  some  time  have  mani¬ 
festly  been  merely  for  meeting  current  needs,  ])ut  buyers  are  now 
beginning  to  take  more  interest  in  the  subject  of  future  shipments. 
This,  if  continued,  will  enable  jobbers  to  get  a  better  line  than  they 
have  thus  far  had  upon  the  volume  and  nature  of  the  business  which 
they  may  expect  during  the  fall. 

With  this  anticipated  improvement  will  come  the  reward  for 
the  firm  position  which  has  been  maintained  in  regard  to  prices. 
The  seaboard  market  throughout  the  dull  season  has  been  marked  by 
a  well-sustained  determination  on  the  part  of  operators  and  their 
correspondents  at  distributing  centers  to  maintain  prices  at  a  profit- 
yielding  basis.  Taking  the  view  that  an  attempt  to  force  the  market 
by  means  of  discounts  would  result  only  in  demoralization,  they 
have  preferred  to  bide  their  time  curtailing  production  to  whatever 
extent  this  might  involve.  As  a  result  no  one  has  been  able  to  stock 
up  for  the  future,  at  prices  yielding  no  net  returns  to  producers,  and 
tlie  fall  trade  therefore  is  sure  to  be  heavy  and  prices  on  a  satisfac¬ 
torily  high  basis,  which  will  probably  range  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
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five  cents  per  ton  liigher  than  last  fall,  unless  the  shortage  of  labor 
becomes  so  acute  as  to  force  prices  still  higher. 

The  eastern  bituminous  trade  is  already  becoming  seriously 
hampered  by  a  shortage'  of  cars,  which  is  not  limited  to  one  or  two 
lines,  but  extends  to  practically  all  tbe  roads  connecting  the  mines 
with  the  seaboard,  varying  only  in  degree.  Regarding  those  markets 
which  are  supplied  by  water,  the  more  northern  ports  are  taking  very 
little  coal  at  the  pre.sent  time,  either  in  the  far  east  or  along  Long 
Island  sound,  and  New  York  harbor  trade  is  tbe  dullest  that  it  has 
been  at  any  time  during  the  summer,  although  ])riees  arc  low  and 
vessel  rates  rea.sonable.  Further  south  conditions  seem  to  be  some¬ 
what  better,  the  port  of  Baltimore  showing  continued  activity,  con¬ 
siderable  amounts  of  bituminous  coal  being  moved  weekly  by  sea  to 
coastwise  points,  both  north  and  south. 

The  foreign  trade  from  Baltimore,  on  which  the  July  shipments 
broke  all  records,  continues  so  strong  that  it  is  believed  the  August 
record  will  also  be  broken.  Tbe  great  industrial  prosi)erity  in  the 
south  is  also  aiding  materially  in  .swelling  the  jnovement  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  in  that  direction. 

Phenomenal  Prosperity  at  Pittsburg. 

The  state  of  the  trade  in  the  Pittsburg  district  continues  to  be 
phenomenal  in  its  activity  for  what  is  usually  a  dull  season  and  at  a 
time  when  the  coal  trade  in  practically  all  other  parts  of  the  country 
is  so  very  quiet.  The  mines  are  all  being  operated  to  the  fullest 
possible  capacity  with  the  insufficient  sujiply  of  labor  available,  and 
most  operators  are  far  behind  in  their  orders.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances  there  is,  of  course,  no  falling  off  in  pricers,  hut  neither  is  there 
any  advance,  the  trade  evidently  being  of  tbe  opinion  that  priees  now 
prevailing  are  fair  and  so  maintaining  them  on  a  stable  basis.  The 
congestion  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor  has  at  last  been  relieved  by  the 
sudden  rise  in  the  rivers,  which  oiily  lasted  a  few  days,  but  was 
sufficiently  long  to  enable  the  boat  men  by  quick  work  to  get  six 
million  bushels  of  coal  down  to  (bncinnati  and  other  lower  river  |)orts. 

The  same  state  of  activity  and  prosperity  characterizes  the  coke 
business.  The  amount  of  coke  produced  during  the  last  week  is  con¬ 
siderably  larger  than  that  shown  by  the  last  report,  and  ])rices  remain 
unchanged,  but  with  the  demand  so  heavy  that  it  is  almost  impo.ssible 
to  get  spot  coke  at  any  price  and  almost  equally  impossible  for  new 
consumers  to  obtain  supplies. 

The  Cincinnati  market  is  a  close  second  to  Pittsburg  in  the  firm¬ 
ness  of  prices  and  steadiness  of  demand,  a  satisfactory  condition  of 
affairs  which  is  on  such  an  assured  basis  that  it  was  not  affected  by 
the  arrival  this  week  of  several  million  bushels  of  coal  by  the  river 
route. 

Apart  from  the  consumption  of  coal  by  industries  near  tbe  miiu's, 
the  great  strength  of  the  market  for  Pittsburg,  West  ^  irginia  and 
Ohio  coals  is  due  to  the  pressure  of  the  dock  husiness,  all-rail  trade 
in  these  products  being  beld  down  to  as  small  a  volume  as  ])Ossible. 
On  some  of  the  roads  o])erators  are  suffering  .seriously  from  the 
shortage  of  cars,  but  this  is  counted  by  them  as  a  minor  fault  com¬ 
pared  with  the  shortage  of  vessels,  which  continues  unabated.  \ 
week’s  experience  under  the  ten  cents  of  advance  in  vessel  freight 
rates  to  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Michigan  ports  shows  that  it  is  of 
little  avail  as  an  incentive  to  owners  to  accept  coal  cargoes  up  tlie 
lakes.  .Another  similar  advance,  while  it  would  perhaps  l)c  effi'ctive. 
would  nearly  wipe  out  the  differential  as  against  all-rail  rates. 

Very  little  change  of  any  .sort  has  occurred  in  regard  to  the 
marl-cet  for  western  bituminous  coal,  ’khe  demand  in  Chicago  has 
held  at  about  the  same  level  as  has  prevailed  for  the  past  two  weeks, 
with  prices  fairly  steady  though  very  low.  Some  car-service  coal  has 
been  sold  in  Chicago,  but  not  in  as  laree  quantities  as  earlier  in  the 
summer.  Trade  in  tbe  central  west  outside  of  Chicago  is  rei»orted  as 
showing  some  improv('ment,  but  in  tlu'  southwest  has  fallen  otf  to  a 
condition  of  extreme  dullness. 
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Itccovcry  from  the  demoralized  conditions 
wliieli  liavc  dominated  the  western  bituminous 
coal  market  during  the  summer  is  still  very 
slow  and  precarious.  At  the  same  time  the 
spirit  prevailing  in  the  trade  is  plainly  more 
optimistic  than  for  many  weeks  past.  'I'he 
actual  demand  for  coal  for  immediate  delivery 
continues  light,  hut  the  bargain-hunter  receives 
much  less  consideration  at  the  hands  of  sales 
agents  and  jobbers  than  he  did  last  month  and 
his  search  for  snaps  is  by  no  means  as  easily 
successful. 

Smaller  Quantity  of  Demurrage  Coal. 

At  times,  to  be  sure,  the  impression  would 
be  that  there  is  still  a  great  deal  of  demurrage 
coal  in  Chicago,  but  when  traced  out  it  will 
usually  lie  found  that  the  talk  of  this  sort  has 
been  started  by  activity  in  offering  a  few  lots. 
For  example,  a  few  days  ago  six  different  job¬ 
bers  were  actively  plying  the  trade  in  an  effort 
to  dispose  of  one  lot  of  thirty-five  cars,  giving 
the  impression  that  there  was  at  least  six 
times  that  amount  being  offered.  Most  of  the 
demurrage  coal  is  from  the  mines  of  either 
Illinois  or  Indiana,  although  an  occasional  car 
of  eastern  bituminous  is  offered  as  the  result 
of  some  lack  of  foresight  in  ordering. 

Even  with  the  present  light  demand  for 
western  coals,  operators  are  already  experienc¬ 
ing  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  cars  to  meet 
the  needs  of  their  trade.  The  question  of  car 
supply  is  therefore  rapidly  becoming  the  chief 
topic  of  conversation  in  the  wide  intervals  be¬ 
tween  the  transaction  of  business.  The  un¬ 
usual  earliness  at  which  signs  of  a  car  shortage 
are  appearing,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
statements  on  the.  subject  emanating  from 
traffic  managers  of -various  railways,  seems  to 
give  good  reason  for  the  belief,  or  at  least  the 
fear  that  the  troubles  of  the  coal  trade  from 
this  source  are  going  to  be  unprecedented  later 
in  the  season.  Under  these  circumstances  one 
of  the  chief  topics  of  interest  at  the  present 
time  is  found  in  the  series  of  conferences 
which  are  being  held  under  the  auspices  of 
two  officials  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railway, 

R.  F.  Harwood,  coal  traffic  manager,  and  O. 

S.  Keith,  superintendent  of  transportation.  By 
invitation  of  these  officials,  the  coal  operators 
on  the  eight  divisions  of  this  road  which  tap 
coal  fields  are  meeting  for  a  friendly  discus¬ 
sion  of  the  problem  of  car  distribution. 

New  System  of  Car  Distribution. 

It  is  the  desire  of  the  Illinois  Central  man¬ 
agement  to  devise  and  put  into  effect  a  system 
of  distribution  which  will  be  absolutely 
etpiitable  to  all  operators  upon  their  line. 
With  this  purpose  in  view  and  with  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  much  time  and  labor,  a  com¬ 
pilation  has  been  made  of  the  systems  of  rules 
of  all  the  chief  coal  carrying  roads,  east  and 
west,  and  from  a  study  of  these  a  composite 
-  plan  has  been  worked  out  designed  to  adopt 
the  advantages  and  reject  the  deficiences, 
found  in  each.  In  this  way  a  tentative  plan 
has  been  formulated  and  it  is  this  plan  which 
forms  the  basis  for  discussion  in  the  series 
of  conferences  now  being  held. 

The  operators  along  the  line  of  the  Illinois 
Central,  between  Chicago  and  Springfield,  111., 
met  Messrs.  Harwood  and  Keith  at  the  Audi¬ 
torium  Hotel  on  Monday;  those  on  the  Free¬ 
port  division  met  at  the  same  place  on  Tues¬ 
day;  those  on  the  Peoria  division  and  the 
Indiana  southern  division  on  Wednesday.  The 


conferenee  with  the  operators  on  the  St.  Louis 
division  is  being  held  today  (Thursday)  in 
.St.  Louis;  those  on  the  Louisville  division 
will  gather  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  tomorrow  and 
those  on  the  southern  division  at  Evansville, 
Ind.,  on  Saturday.  The  purpose  of  these 
gatherings,  as  frankly  stated  by  Mr.  Harwood, 
is  to  obtain  the  advice  of  the  operators  con¬ 
cerning  the  proposed  plan  and  their  sugges¬ 
tions  as  to  the  desirable  changes,  adapting  the 
general  requirements  to  the  variations  in  con¬ 
ditions  prevailing  in  the  different  fields.  By 
adopting  this  method  the  railway  management 
hope  and  expect  to  evolve  from  the  tentative 
plan  a  permanent  arrangement  which  will  be 
just  to  all  concerned  and  therefore  work 
eiiually  to  the  interest  of  the  operators,  their 
customers  and  the  railroad.  The  results 
reached  in  the  conferences  already  completed, 
including  those  on  the  first  five  divisions  named 
above,  have  been  most  satisfactory  and  give 
promise  of  complete  success  in  attaining  the 
desired  results. 

Conditions  with  the  Springfield  Operators. 

Springfield  coal  shows  no  increase  in  de¬ 
mand.  Consumers  who  have  any  remains  of 
the  large  stocks  laid  in  early  in  the  season  are 
cleaning  them  up,  and  those  who  are  not  thus 
supplied,  seem  to  be  buying  only  in  a  hand-to- 
mouth  fashion.  In  spite  of  this  light  demand, 
however,  prices  are  being  much  better  main¬ 
tained,  though  still  on  a  low  basis  and  with 
considerable  range.  Most  sales  are  made 
within  the  following  limits.  Screenings,  55(g 
70c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.30(5)1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  run-of-mine,  80(5I85c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.55(^1.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  prepared  sizes, 
$1.;25(@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.00(g2.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  increasing  difficulty  in  securing  cars  is 
materially  aiding  in  sustaining  these  prices. 
Many  large  consumers  who  usually  buy  by 
contract  and  who  close  their  arrangements 
much  earlier  in  the  year  than  this,  have  as  yet 
failed  to  do  so.  The  probability  is  that  they 
will  now  have  to  act  quickly  or  will  have 
difficulty  in  securing  anything  like  as  good 
terms  as  can  be  had  now,  in  fact,  some  of  the 
leading  operators  have  already  announced 
their  determination  to  accept  no  more  con¬ 
tracts  unless  it  be  at  high  figures,  believing 
that  there  is  about  to  begin  a  car  famine  of 
such  duration  as  well  as  severity  that  it  would 
be  dangerous  for  them  to  enter  into  further 
contract  obligations.  An  added  reason  for  the 
stand  thus  taken  is  that  in  case  their  ability 
to  ship  proves  to  be  somewhat  larger  than  the 
demands  of  their  contract  customers,  they  be¬ 
lieve  the  scarcity  of  coal  will  make  it  far 
more  profitable  to  dispose  of  their  surplus  on 
the  open  market. 

Market  for  Carterville  Coal  Stagnant. 

The  demand  for  Carterville  coal  locally  is 
not  keeping  pace  with  that  for  the  central 
Illinois  product,  even  at  closely  similar  prices. 
Carterville  run-of-mine  has  sold  in  Chicago 
this  week  as  low  as  $1.75,  which  is  equivalent 
to  seventy-five  cents  at  the  mine  or  a  shade 
lower  than  the  prevailing  price  for  Springfield 
run-of-mine.  The  reason  for  these  low  prices 
for  southern  Illinois  coal  probably  lies  in  the 
fact  that  it  has  had  a  somewhat  larger  pro¬ 
portion  than  usual  of  car-service  coal  on  the 
tracks  here.  In  outside  territory  the  condi¬ 
tions  are  much  better,  higher  prices  prevailing 
than  in  Chicago,  although  by  no  means  up  to 
circular. 


The  market  for  northern  Illinois  coal  shows 
very  little  change  from  the  conditions  which 
have  been  prevailing  for  several  weeks.  Very 
little  of  this  coal  comes  to  the  Chicago  market 
and  the  outside  territory  which  it  supplies  is 
taking  almost  its  normal  quota  for  .August, 
though  here,  as  elsewhere,  closing  of  contracts 
is  proceeding  slowly  and  will  soon  be  brought 
to  an  end  by  the  action  of  the  operators  who 
will  refuse  to  accept  further  obligations  of 
this  character. 

Overproduction  in  Indiana. 

In  spite  of  the  conservatism  which  has  char¬ 
acterized  the  policy  of  the  operators  in  the 
Indiana  field  this  product  is  suffering  to  a 
certain  extent  from  over-production  and  has 
had  a  more  prominent  part  in  the  car-service 
coal  market  during  the  past  week  than  previ¬ 
ously.  -At  the  same  time  there  has  been  no 
very  material  cutting  of  prices  from  the  basis 
which  has  been  maintained,  prices  current  for 
Sullivan  and  Green  county  coal  ranging  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Screenings,  70@80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine.  95c(5) 
$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.75(5:1.85  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.15(^1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.05@2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  four-inch  egg,  $1.40(gl.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.20@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Xo  diminution  is  apparent  in  the  strength  of 
the  western  market  for  eastern  bituminous 
coals.  Most  Chicago  sales  agents  and  jobbers 
are  complaining  of  difficulty  and  even  absolute 
inability  to  secure  all  rail  shipments  in  suffi¬ 
cient  volume  to  meet  the  demands  of  their 
trade. 

The  shortage  of  cars  on  the  originating 
roads  is  greater  even  than  on  the  more  west¬ 
ern  roads  and  the  demand  of  the  dock  business 
is  so  great  as  to  absorb  almost  the  entire 
available  tonnage.  Were  it  not  for  the  short¬ 
age  of  vessels  which  curtails  the  possible 
shipments  to  the  lake  Erie  ports,  the  all-rail 
trade  would  find  itself  in  even  worse  situation 
than  at  present.  .At  the  matter  stands,  when 
the  mines  are  unable  to  send  their  output  to 
the  lakes  and  have  it  promptly  loaded,  they 
are  willing  to  release  a  few  cars  for  this 
market. 

No  Relief  in  Vessel  Situation. 

The  vessel  famine  continues  unabated,  the 
advance  in  freight  rates  of  last  week  seeming 
to  have  absolutel}-  no  effect  in  stimulating 
vessel  owners  to  accept  cargoes  of  coal.  Man¬ 
agers  of  upper  lake  docks  are  becoming  greatl}’ 
alarmed  at  the  prospect  of  being  unable  to 
stock  sufficient  coal  for  their  winter  trade  and 
are  already  in  some  instances  considering  the 
advisability  of  contracting  for  all  rail  ship¬ 
ments.  We  learn  of  a  few  contracts  having 
been  signed  with  an  alternative  proviso  to 
the  affect  that  as  much  of  the  coal  as  possible 
shall  be  forwarded  by  boat,  but  the  balance 
by  rail. 

Splint  coal  is  only  in  fair  demand  locally, 
but  the  requirements  for  the  dock  business 
are  very  heavy  so  that  sales  agents  have  all 
the  business  to  attend  to  which  they  can  well 
desire  with  the  all-rail  trade  at  the  minimum. 
Inch-and-a-half  standard  Kanawha  splint  is 
quoted  at  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b. 
(Chicago,  and  this  price  is  maintained  on  ship¬ 
ments  made  from  the  mines,  but  in  a  few  in¬ 
stances  this  price  has  been  shaded  as  much  as 
twenty  cents  per  ton  where  a  few  cars  have 
been  received  in  advance  of  a  consignee  for 
them  having  been  found. 
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The  market  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
smokeless  coals  continues  as  firm  as  ever,  the 
mines  not  already  sold  up  being  overstocked 
with  orders,  and  far  behind  in  shipments  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars.  Run-of-mine 
is  still  cpioted  at  $1.2.5  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30 
i.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  this  price  will  be 
advanced  ten  cents  on  September  first.  Lump 
a;id  egg,  which,  according  to  circular,  should 
be  sold  at  $1.50,  is  firm  at  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  September 
price  for  this  size  has  not  yet  been  announced. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  continues  to  show 
great  strength,  Chicago  consumers^  being  un¬ 
able  to  obtain  the  supplies  whidi  they  are 
demanding  for  immediate  delivery.  So  far  as 
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The  coal  and  coke  industry  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  continues  to  occupy  on  envied  position. 
The  cry  of  the  watchman  is,  “All’s  well.”  In 
the  opinion  of  all  of  the  old  operators,  both  in 
the  coke  and  coal  line  also,  this  has  been  a  re¬ 
markable  summer  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  For 
many  years  the  usual  state  of  affairs  during  the 
hot  months  has  been  one  of  dullness ;  this  year 
has  proven  the  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Not  only  among  the  purchasers  of  coal  and  coke, 
but  among  all  of  the  manufacturing  lines  the 
machinery  has  been  kept  hot  because  it  is  all  in 
constant  use.  There  has  been  no  time  to  cool 
off,  or  take  stock,  or  anything  else  but  fill  orders ; 
this  is  the  report  in  substance  that  comes  to  us 
from  an  extended  line  of  inquiries. 

Six  Million  Bushels  Sent  Down  River. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  week  in  the  coal 
trade  was  the  river  shipments.  Over  6,000,000 
bushels  of  coal  left  for  southern  ports  during 
the  week,  and  we  are  advised  that  most  of  it  is 
now  safely  landed  at  Cincinnati  and  other  cities 
of  the  south.  This  was  only  part  of  what  should 
have  been  sent  forward.  Two  causes  prevented 
more  coal  being  shipped,  viz.,  a  lack  of  boats, 
and  a  lack  of  water. 

Pertinent  to  this,  and  bearing  upon  it  in  a 
valuable  way,  there  arises  a  question  that  is  of 
great  value  to  this  city,  and  to  many  others  who 
ship  stuff  by  river.  We  refer  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  Ohio  river.  In  October  next  there 
will  occur  the  celebration  of  the  completion  of 
two'  dams,  located  between  Pittsburg  and  Beaver ; 
these  dams  are  the  first  installment  of  a  series 
of  such  waterway  improvements  that  are  contem¬ 
plated  to  be  located  on  the  Ohio  river  between 
this  city  and  Cairo.  Pittsburg  is  intensely  inter¬ 
ested  in  this  enterprise,  and  the  subject  is  kept 
prominently  before  her  people  by  the  press,  and 
by  the  merchants’  and  manufacturers’  association. 
The  golden  dream  of  the  river  coal  shipper  is  a 
stage  of  water  that  will  permit  the  shipping  of 
coal  at  any  time  during  the  twelve  months  of  the 
year,  barring  when  the  stream  may  be  frozen. 

The  Proposed  New  York  Air  Line. 

Another  matter  of  interest  to  the  coal  people 
here,  and  which  is  of  special  import  to  shippers 
by  rail,  is  the  announcement  given  out  by  Joseph 
Ramsey  Jr.,  former  president  of  the  Wabash 
railroad,  of  the  completion  of  plans  whereby  the 
building  of  a  new  railroad,  the  New  York 
Pittsburg  &  Chicago  Air  Line,  is  assured.  This 
road,  if  built,  will  be  of  the  greatest  possible  aid 
to  shippers  to  eastern  points,  especially  to  the 
seaboard,  and  will  be  of  more  value  probably 
to  the  coal  producer  than  to  any  other  class 
of  shippers  in  this  territory. 

With  two  such  bright  prospects  for  the  future 
held  up  before  both  river  and  rail  shipper  there 
is  just  cause  for  the  coal  operators  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  to  take  hope  for  a  greater  business 
in  the  coming  j'cars  than  has  existed  in  the 
prosperous  past. 

Reports  of  the  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  over 
the  Pennsylvania  road  and  its  connections  for 
the  week  ending  August  fourth,  show  a  gratify¬ 
ing  increase  over  previous  weeks. 

Shipments  of  coke  from  the  Connellsville 


it  is  possible  to  obtain  this  product  it  is 
being  sold  in  Chicago  on  the  following  basis; 
Run-of-mine,  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  three-ciuarter-inch  lump,  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Dealers  are  glad  to  shade  the  price  on  three- 
(luarter-inch  tump  to  the  extent  of  five  cents 
if  the  buyer  will  accept  the  proviso  that  he  is 
to  take  all  chances  of  slow  delivery  due  to  the 
car  shortage  or  other  causes. 

Fairmont  coal  is  still  in  good  demand  locally 
with  the  supply  none  too  good,  as  the  mines 
are  giving  their  chief  attention  to  dock  busi¬ 
ness.  Current  quotations  remain  unchanged. 

The  Hocking  operators  likewise  are  strain¬ 
ing  every  nerve  to  supply  the  demand  of  their 


upper  and  lower  regions  show  a  gain  over  the 
last  tabulated  report  sent  out.  'I'he  mines  in  the 
district,  with  the  one  exception  previously  re¬ 
ferred  to,  are  all  busy.  In  fact,  operators  are 
still  in  need  of  workmen,  so  much  so  that  Thos. 
A.  Lewis,  vice-president  of  the.  National  Asso¬ 
ciation  Lfnited  Mine  Workers,  came  to  the  city 
during  the  week  and  interviewed  a  number  of 
prominent  operators  relative  to  sending  idle  men 
into  the  district  from  Ohio  and  Indiana ;  the 
result  of  his  visit  is  that  he  will  endeavor  to 
arrange  for  the  sending  of  men  here  at  once. 

Prices  Current  Remain  Unchanged. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  prices  of  either 
coal  or  coke  from  those  given  last  week.  The 
market,  however,  is  stronger  than  it  was  a  week 
ago,  and  the  demand  is  more  than  equal  to  the 
supply ;  this  is  caused  mainly  by  the  fact  that 
cars  are  again  becoming  scarce. 

Run-of-mine  coal  is  selling  strong  at  $1.10@ 
1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine:  three-quarter-inch  is 
quoted  at  $1.20@1.30  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine; 
lump  is  bringing  $1.30  to  $1.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine ;  and  slack  is  particularly  strong  at 
85@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

The  coke  market  remains  firm,  and  prices  are 
strong,  with  a  tendency  to  increase ;  should  new 
and  heavy  buyers  jump  into  the  market  they 
could  not  get  A  No.  1  Connellsville  coke  at 
prices  quoted.  Furnace  coke  is  selling  at  $2.75@ 
2.90  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  and  foundry  is 
quoted  at  $2.90@3.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 
The  demand  for  both  grades  is  heavy  and  is  al¬ 
most  an  impossibility  to  get  spot  coke  at  any 
price. 

Coal  for  domestic  use  is  unchanged,  and  coke 
and  anthracite  coal  for  family  use  is  selling  for 
the  rates  prevailing  for  a  number  of  weeks.  The 
fall  advance  in  both  coal  and  coke  for  domestic 
purposes,  which  also  includes  the  smaller  manu¬ 
facturing  concerns,  wil  be  annoiuiced  very  soon. 

The  general  tone  prevailing  throughout  the 
district  is  good ;  the  outlook  is  even  better,  and 
the  feeling  of  both  user  and  producer  of  coal 
in  this  district  is  one  of  supreme  satisfaction. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

B.  S.  Hammill,  the  genial  general  sales  agent 
of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  away  on  a  brief  trip  combining 
business  with  pleasure. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  coal  and  coke 
shipments  for  the  week  ending  August  fourth 
aggregated  966,299  tons — 032,606  tons  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal,  239,862  tons  of  coke,  and  93,831  tons 
of  anthracite  coal. 

W.  H.  Crump  and  .\rthur  Moren,  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  have  gone  to  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  to  take 
care  of  the  large  shipment  of  coal  recently  started 
south  from  Pittsburg. 

Many  Pittsburg  coal  and  coke  people  will  at¬ 
tend  the  jubilee  at  Connellsville,  Pa.,  this  week. 
George  M.  Hosoch,  vice-president  of  the  Carnegie 
Coal  Co.,  is  a  Connellsville  boy,  and  will  make 
an  address  during  the  celebration. 

N.  P.  Hynducan,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  home  from  an 
extensive  vacation  trip  to  Alaska.  He  reports 


customers  on  the  upper  lakes  by  wat'-r  transit 
and  are  giving  as  little  attention  as  possible 
to  all-rail  business.  Circular  jirices  are  stiffly 
maintained. 

The  improvement  in  the  anthracite  market 
scheduled  for  the  middle  of  .August,  according 
to  earlier  predictions,  has  not  yet  materialized. 
Western  sales  agents  report  busines-;  a-  being 
absolutely  fiat  with  no  signs  as  yet  of  any 
awakening.  The  indifference  shown  by  retail¬ 
ers,  who  are  without  a  good-sized  stock  on 
hand,  is  liable  to  give  them  great  cause  f"r 
regret  a  little  later  in  the  season,  for  a  time  i: 
surely  coming  in  the  not  distant  future  when 
cars  will  be  so  scarce  that  order.s  will  be  tilled 
only  after  the  most  vexatious  delays. 


Field. 

having  an  excellent  time  during  his  absence,  and 
returns  to  the  city  much  benefited  in  health. 

The  first  of  the  coal  fleet  that  left  here  on  the 
last  rise  arrived  safely  at  Cineiniiati  last  night. 
The  shipping  of  millions  of  bushels  of  coal  on 
scant  water  is  usually  accompanied  by  acciclents, 
hut  the  last  shipments  were  successful  in  ever> 
way. 

Messrs.  McComb  and  Bygate,  prominently 
identified  with  the  Pickands-AIagee  Co.,  are  out 
of  the  city,  making  a  business  trip  in  the  interests 
of  their  firm.  Mr.  W.  W.  Peabody,  of  the  same 
eompany,  is  making  a  trip  in  the  interests  of  the 
eompany  through  the  coke  regions. 

Capt.  Lewis  Mink,  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  bringing  the 
steamer  H.  M.  Hoxie  into  Pittsburg  from  Port¬ 
land,  Ohio,  where  the  boat  was  sunk  in  the  early 
spring.  She  will  be  repaired  and  put  into  com¬ 
mission  at  once. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  and 
cancelled  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sinking  fund 
provided  therefor  $1,5T(),()()()  of  the  $25,()()0,0()0 
of  the  guaranteed  first  mortgage  five  per  cent 
bonds  of  the  Pitttsburgh  Coal  Co.  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  reducing  the  amount  outstanding  to  $23,- 
430,000. 

After  a  hearing  in  the  contempt  proceedings 
brought  by  the  Pitttsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  against 
a  number  of  the  striking  miners  at  the  company’s 
mines  at  Creighton,  Pa.,  for  violation  of  the  in¬ 
junction  granted  by  the  court  several  weeks  ago, 
restricting  them  from  interfering  with  the  men 
at  work  in  the  mines,  stiff  fines  were  imposed 
upon  each  of  the  men  by  Judge  Macfarlane. 
On  default  of  the  fines  the  defendants  were  com¬ 
mitted  to  jail. 

Vice-President  Thomas  .A.  Lewis,  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  spent  a  day  in  Pittsburg 
this  week.  The  object  of  his  visit  was  to  try  and 
arrange  for  sending  men  away  from  the  Ohio 
and  Indiana  fields  to  the  Pittsburg  district.  Mr. 
Lewis  states  that  over  forty  per  cent  of  the 
miners  in  Indiana  and  Ohio  are  idle ;  and.  as 
men  are  in  great  demand  in  this  section  he  will 
arrange  to  supply  all  the  men  required  by  the 
local  companies  here. 

With  the  development  of  the  coal  fields  in 
western  Pennsylvania  there  is  brought  into  the 
coal  communities  thousands  of  undesirable  for¬ 
eigners  and  negroes  and  consequently  crime  is 
rampant.  The  courts  of  Fayette  county  are  now 
running  most  of  the  time,  which  means  heavy  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  ta.xpayers.  .About  two  hundred 
cases  are  on  the  criminal  list  at  L’niontown  each 
quarter,  many  of  which  are  grave  offenses. 
Within  the  past  two  weeks  there  have  been  six 
murders  committted  within  ten  miles  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  seat  of  Fayette  county,  L’niontown. 

Francis  Feehan,  president  of  District  No.  5. 
Lhiited  Mine  Workers  of  .America,  is  out  with  a 
signed  statement  regarding  the  attitude  of  the 
flistrict  toward  the  strike  at  the  mines  of  the 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  Mr.  I'eehan  claims 
that  the  company’s  action  is  not  only  wrong  but 
silly.  He  adds  that  as  the  plate  glass  company 
seems  spoiling  for  a  fight  to  come  on  and  get  at 
it,  and  assures  his  fellow  miners  that  there  are 
eleven  hundred  miners  involved  in  the  strike,  and 
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tliat  the  national  organization  will  stand  by  them 
or  perish  in  the  struggle.  lie  also  mildly  sug¬ 
gests  in  closing  that  a  good  plan  to  settle  the 
difficulty  would  be  “to  arbitrate,”  thus  acknowl¬ 
edging  the  weakness  of  the  miners’  position.  This 
strike  has  been  and  is  today  purely  a  local  one 
and  has  not  affected  any  of  tlie  other  mines  or 
miners  in  the  district. 

'I'he  expected  barge  stage  of  water  arrived  at 
Pittsburg  this  week  and  was  a  boon  to  rivermen, 
as  it  permitted  the  starting  to  the  south  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  bushels  of  coal.  In  all  about  6,000,000 
bushes  were  shipped  from  the  Pittsburg  pools. 
Of  this  amount  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  sejit  out  the  following : 
Tom  Rees,  twenty-two  barges,  1. '5,000  bushels 
each ;  Josh  Cook,  twenty-two  barges,  15,000  bush- 
bushels  each;  Iron  City,  twenty-two  barges,  15,000 
bushels  each ;  James  Moren,  seventeen  boats, 
a0,000  bushels  each ;  Boaz,  seventeen  boats,  20,000 
bushels  each ;  Sam  Clark,  seventeen  boats,  20,000 
bushels  each;  Jim  Wood,  twenty-two  barges,  15,- 
000  bushels  each ;  and  Sam  Brown,  twenty-two 
barges,  15,000  bushels  each.  The  same  company 
also  sent  out  later  the  J.  B.  Williams  with  fifteen 
barges,  the  Henry  Lowry  with  sixteen  barges. 


Md  the  Tom  Dodsworth  with  twenty-two  barges. 
1  he  River  Co.  would  have  sent  out  more  tows 
had  boats  to  carry  them  been  available.  On 
account  of  the  river  falling  rapidly  and  closing 
navigation  suddenly  in  June,  many  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  towboats  were  caught  at  dosvn-the-river 
points  and  could  not  be  returned  to  Pittsburg. 
1  he  following  shipments  were  also  made  by  river : 
A.  R.  Beedel  Co.  sent  out  the  Reaper  with  four¬ 
teen  barges,  15,000  bushels  each;  the  C.  Jutte 
Co.  sent  out  the  G.  W.  Thomas  with  ten  barges, 
15,000  bushels  each;  the  Crescent  with  twelve 
barges,  15,000  bushels  each;  and  the  Oakland 
with  sixteen  barges,  15,000  bushels  each.  The 
Hilworth  Coal  Co.  also  sent  out  the  il.  P.  Dil- 
worth  with  ten  barges. 

Production  of  coke  from  the  Connellsville 
region  for  the  month  of  July  was  1,164,090  tons, 
and  the  estimated  shipments  were  1,160,457  tons, 
by  far  the  greatest  output  of  coke  for  a  mid¬ 
summer  month  in  the  Connellsville  region.  The 
July  shipments  from  the  lower  Connellsville  dis¬ 
trict  are  estimated  at  405,918  tons.  There  was 
no  change  last  week  in  the  operations  in  the 
region,  21,190  of  the  23, OK!  ovens  being  in  blast. 
The  week’s  production  is  estimated  at  272,677 


tons,  an  increase  of  211  tons  over  the  previous 
week.  Shipments  for  the  week  aggregated  11,- 
800  cars,  an  increase  of  forty  cars  over  the 
previous  week.  The  lower  Connellsville  ship¬ 
ments  are  estimated  at  101,542  tons,  an  increase 
of  432  tons  over  last  week’s  shipments.  The 
aggregate  shipments  from  the  two  regions  were 
15,621  cars,  or  374,322  tons. 

Within  the  next  year  Greater  Pitttsburg  will  be 
connected  with  the  Beaver  valley,  south  of  here, 
by  a  waterway  that  can  be  utilized  every  day  in 
the  year.  Within  the  year  all  of  the  dams  will 
have  been  completed  and  the  first  thirty  miles 
of  the  “on-to-Cairo”  project  will  be  a  fact.  Dam 
No.  2  will  be  officially  opened  in  October  and  a 
big  celebration  is  being  planned  to  commemorate 
the  event.  This  celebration  will  be  a  joint  one, 
covering  the  opening  of  dam  No.  2  and  the 
passage  of  the  Lake  Erie  and  Ohio  river  ship 
canal  bill.  Pittsburg  shippers  are  in  dead 
earnest  in  their  efforts  to  promote  these  two 
projects,  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  and 
the  building  of  the  ship  canal  and  the  coal  and 
coke  people  are  particularly  anxious  to  see  both 
enterprises  hastened  to  an  early  completion,  as 
they  will  be  benefited  more  than  any  other  class 
of  shippers  here. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  August  16. 

The  feature  of  the  Cincinnati  coal  market  this 
week  is  the  arrival  of  several  million  bushels  of 
river  coal.  Yet  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  dump¬ 
ing  of  this  vast  quantity  of  competitive  fuel  upon 
the  market  has  not  only  not  had  a  depressing 
effect  upon  the  market,  but  has  not  stopped  the 
steady  improvement  that  has  been  noticeable  for 
more  than  a  week.  I'he  amount  of  the  receipts 
of  river  coal  can  not,  at  this  time  be  even  ap¬ 
proximately  estimated,  as  a  great  deal  of  the  coal 
that  came  down  from  headwaters  has  been  taken 
to  Louisville  and  other  southern  points;  but  coal 
that  has  been  lying  here  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor 
for  months  has  also  been  moved,  and  until  the 
last  boat  has  left  for  the  south,  and  the  last  one 
has  come  in  from  the  north,  no  one  can  tell  how 
much  coal  there  is  afloat  here. 

1  he  Kanawha  shippers  were  as  fortunate  as  the 
Pittsburgers  in  getting  out  all  the  coal  they 
had  loaded,  but,  as  noted  before,  the  heavy  re¬ 
ceipts  have  not  depressed  the  market  on  account 
of  the  time  of  year.  There  was  a  positive  scarcity 
of  nut  and  slack  in  the  river  before  the  big  coal 
run ;  but  it  is  said  that  rather  large  quantities  of 
this  grade  of  fuel  came  in  on  the  present  tide. 

Prices  Fixed  and  Firm. 

Prices  are  absolutely  unchanged,  and  range 
from  7J/2  to  8  cents  a  bushel  for  both  Pittsburg 
and  Kanawha  lump.  Nut  and  slack  are  worth 
from  5  to  6  or  even  614  cents  a  bushel.  These 
prices  all  mean  afloat  in  barges.  It  costs  at  least 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  to  elevate  this  coal  and 
place  it  upon  cars  for  shipment,  so  railroad 
dealers  and  shippers  must  always  add  this  ex¬ 
pense  before  they  can  properly  compare  rail  and 
river  prices.  River  lump  coal  loaded  on  cars  Here 
is  worth  $2.35  a  ton  at  the  elevators,  which  is  a 
little  lower  than  rail  coal  shipped  in  directly  from 
the  mines.  The  river  coal  market,  while  it  is 
now  well  supplied  with  coal,  is  very  firm,  and  no 
one  will  see  any  low-priced  river  coal  until  there 
are  several  more  big  runs  in  quick  succession,  if 
even  then. 

1  he  general  market  is  quite  firm  and  improv¬ 
ing.  Without  exception  every  selling  agency  or 
direct  headquarters  visited  this  week  reported 
business  better  and  improving,  and  this  is  e.s- 
pecially  true  of  the  dealers  in  and  shippers  of 
smokeless  coal.  I'he  current  price  of  both  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  for  quick 
delivery,  which  is  understood  to  be  any  time 
before  the  first  of  October,  is  from  $1.85  to  $2  a 
ton,  with  more  business  being  booked  at  I  he 
high  price  than  at  the  lower  one.  Smokeless  rim- 
of-mine  is  in  fair  demand  at  $1.25  to  $1.35.  In 
the  splint  market  there  is  not  the  same  eager  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  that  there  is  in  smokeless;  but 
still  there  is  not  a  single  weak  spot  in  sight,  and 


more  and  more  orders  are  being  received  at 
quotations  that  two  weeks  ago  were  extremely 
high.  One  dollar  and  forty  cents  is  now  the 
minimum  price  for  splint  lump  at  the  mines, 
and  a  number  of  concerns  are  getting  $1.5U  for 
ordinary  lump,  with  higher  prices  for  extra  large 
sizes.  There  is  a  moderate  demand  for  splint 
run-of-mine  at  $1  a  ton  at  the  mines,  with  Cedar 
Grove  and  other  high  grades  quoted  at  $l.t0 
at  the  inines.  Nut  and  slack  are  holding  their 
own  quite  well,  which  means  that  they  are  still  a 
desirable  product  at  from  65  to  85  cents  a  ton  at 
the  mines. 

Coke  is  reported  very  firm  at  $2.60  to  $2.75  a 
ton  for  furnace  coke  at  the  ovens  and  $3  to  $3.10 
a  ton  at  the  ovens  for  foundry  coke  at  the  ovens. 

Ihe  car  supply  is  in  no  way  improved  over  the 
miserable  service  of  last  week,  and  all  the  ship¬ 
pers  on  both  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  tlie 
Norfolk  &  Western  railroads  are  howling  for 
more  cars,  with  no  apparent  chance  of  getting 
any  more  than  they  are  now.  Many  well- 
informed  persons  predict  that  there  will  be  a 
constant  severe  shortage  of  coal  cars  from  now 
until  next  spring.  This,  of  course,  is  a  su’oject 
upon  which  no  one  can  more  than  speculate. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Daniel  A.  Mossmann,  an  old  and  favorably 
known  Huntingdon,  W.  'Va.,  coal  dealer,  was  in 
the  Queen  City  this  week  renewing  old  acquaint¬ 
ances. 

W.  H.  Crump,  master  of  transportation  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  spent  several  days  here  looking 
after  his  many  towboats,  and  then  went  to  Louis¬ 
ville. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  one  of  the  largest  selling  agencies  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  other  southern  coal  in  the  country, 
spent  part  of  the  week  in  Indianapolis  and  Louis¬ 
ville. 

Col.  J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the 
Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.,  was  on  ’Change  Wednes¬ 
day,  and  said  that  he  expects  to  run  coal  over 
his  new  tipple  at  Huntingdon,  W.  Va.,  inside  of 
ten  days. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  in  Cincinnati  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  on  business  connected  with  the  pres¬ 
ent  immense  run  of  river  coal.  He  went  from 
here  to  Louisville,  and  may  go  farther  south. 

C.  M.  Budd,  formerly  a  Cincinnati  boy,  but 
now  the  general  manager  and  sales  agent  of  the 
Western  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Cincinnati 
part  of  the  week.  He  came  here  to  meet  his  new 
towboat  “Reaper,”  which  was  built  at  Pittsburg, 
and  which  is  making  her  first  trip  down  the  river 
with  a  tow  of  coal.  Mr.  Budd  will  use  the 


“Reaper,”  along  with  his  other  fleet  of  towboats, 
in  taking  care  of  his  company’s  business  on  the 
lower  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  the  popular  manager  of  whole¬ 
sale  sales  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  returned  a 
few  days  ago  from  making  a  circle  through  the 
best  part  of  the  state  of  Indiana.  He  reports  the 
sale  of  Marmet  splint  coal  very  satisfactory,  and 
he  is  constantly  increasing  his  tonnage  through¬ 
out  the  district  just  covered. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  board 
of  public  service  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  until 
noon  Monday,  August  twenty-seventh,  for  fur¬ 
nishing  a  number  of  supplies  for  the  city  hos¬ 
pital,  house  of  refuge,  W'orkhouse,  branch  hos¬ 
pital  and  city  infirmary.  Large  quantities  of  coal 
are  needed,  and  dealers  will  doubtless  be  on 
hand  on  that  day  with  their  usual  sharp  pencils. 
M.  J.  Keefe  is  the  clerk  of  the  board  and  will 
furnish  the  necessary  blanks  upon  which  to  bid. 

H.  B.  Hill,  representing  A.  Hill  &  Sons, 
Aurora,  Ind.,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor 
during  the  week.  Although  this  firm  always  car¬ 
ries  a  large  stock  of  coal  on  its  yards  and  afloat 
in  the  river,  Mr.  Hill  was  here  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  in  a  number  of  barges  on  the  present 
rise  in  the  river.  A.  Hill  &  Sons  have  been  in 
the  coal  business  for  many  years.  They  buy 
principally  by  river,  but  they  have  both  Big  Four 
and  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail  connection  for  grades 
of  coal  not  obtainable  by  water. 

Jacob  P.  Bauer,  the  well-knowm  manager  of  the 
W.  H.  Brown  Son  branch  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  the  hap¬ 
piest  coal  man  in  Cincinnati  these  days.  'Very 
late  in  the  boating  season  he  took  the  city  water¬ 
works  coal  contract,  which  will  require  him  to 
furnish  upward  of  60,000  tons  of  nut  and  slack 
during  the  year.  At  the  time  he  took  this  big 
lot  of  business  he  was  really  short  of  fine  coal ; 
but  a  slight  rise  came  in  the  river,  and  his  Pitts¬ 
burg  affiliations  sent  him  a  good  round  lot  of 
the  kind  of  coal  he  needed,  and  this  put  him  on 
easy  street  until  September  first.  Now  an  im¬ 
mense  run  of  coal  comes  from  Pittsburg,  and 
there  is  a  large  quantity  of  nut  and  slack  in  it, 
and  “Jake”  gets  his  full  share.  He  has  now  on 
hand  enough  fine  coal  to  carry  him  past  the  low- 
water  season,  and  his  smile  is  the  kind  that  will 
not  come  off.  On  Wednesday  he  left  for  nerth- 
ern  Michigan  for  a  well-earned  vacation.  He 
will  be  gone  two  or  three  weeks. 

The  Smoke  Abatement  League  is  prosecuting 
its  work  of  attempting  to  rid  Cincinnati  of  the 
smoke  nuisance  by  following  up  its  former  ar¬ 
rests  with  another  lot  of  prominent  offenders. 
Among  tlie  persons  for  whom  additional  war¬ 
rants  have  been  sworn  out  are  Cornelius  Burk- 
hardt,  of  the  Gibson  House ;  C.  H.  Cunningham, 
of  the  Adams  Hotel;  John  D.  Lampe,  of  the 
Crown  Brew'ing  Co.;  E.  K.  Osborn,  of  the 
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Grand  Central  depot,  as  well  as  the  heads  of  the 
Herancourt  brewery,  the  KaufTmann  brewery  and 
the  Schmidt  brewery.  No  convictions  have  thus 
far  been  made,  but  the  Smoke  Abatement  League 
is  firm  in  the  opinion  that  the  present  city  ordi¬ 
nance  is  effective,  and  that  under  it  all  the  per¬ 
sons  named  will  be  found  guilty  of  maintaining 
a  nuisance.  The  league  claims  that  it  is  only 
beginning  its  crusade,  and  that  as  soon  as  the 
sinoke  makers  find  out  that  they  will  be  prose¬ 
cuted  and  fined  they  will  stop  making  smoke,  and 
the  work  of  the  league  will  thus  be  accomplished. 
The  coal  men  have  thus  far  taken  little  or  no 
interest  in  the  reform  movement. 

A  number  of  prominent  coal  operators  from 
the  rich  coal  districts  in  Pike  county,  Kentucky, 
arrived  here  Monday  and  were  shown  over  tne 
city  by  William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  Gas,  Coke  &  Coal  Mining  Co.,  who  in  the 
evening  entertained  the  party  with  a  dinner  at 
the  Zoo.  Those  in  the  party  were :  Charles  E. 
Hellier,  of  Boston,  president  of  the  Big  Sandy 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  16. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — ^Local  conditions  here  can  not  be 
said  to  be  particularly  encouraging  at  this  time. 
No  improvement  in  the  demand  has  been  ap¬ 
parent,  and  prices  are  rather  off  on  many  kinds 
of  coal.  However,  the  month  is  well  advanced 
now  and  shippers  and  dealers  hope  to  hold  the 
figures  fairly  well  up,  believing  that  September 
will  bring  a  stronger  feeling.  Several  things  have 
combined  to  cause  the  buyers  to  hold  off  as  long 
as  they  can,  one  of  which  was  the  talk  of  glut 
in  the  market  when  the  mines  of  eastern  Ohio 
resumed  operation.  This  condition  has  not  ma¬ 
terialized,  however,  as  most  of  that  coal  is  going 
to  the  lakes  to  take  the  place  of  coal  that  had 
been  purchased  from  other  sections. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars,  the  mines  have 
not  been  working  to  capacity  in  the  district  ex¬ 
cept  in  a  few  instances.  While  this  is  aggravating 
to  the  shippers,  it  acts  as  an  equilibrium  to  the 
prices  and  aids  in  preventing  a  slump.  Not  alone 
this  district,  but  others  are  affected  in  the  same 
way.  It  is  said  that  shippers  on  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  system  have  been  having  trouble  in  getting 
all  the  cars  they  can  use. 

Massillon  District  Reaches  a  Settlement. 

The  operators  and  miners  of  the  Massillon 
district  succeeded  in  reaching  an  agreement  Sat¬ 
urday,  and  it  is  said  that  it  differs  very  little 
from  that  of  1903.  The  operators  had  hoped  to 
secure  some  concession  here,  especially  in  the 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  16. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — August  thus  far  has  been  an  un¬ 
usually  warm  month  in  this  district  and  an  un¬ 
usually  dull  one  for  wholesale  dealers  in  coal. 
So  slack  has  been  the  business  that  many  of  the 
dealers,  who  have  headquarters  in  Kansas  City, 
have  taken  the  opportunity  to  spend  a  few  weeks 
in  resorts  where  hot  weather  never  penetrates. 
It  is  expected  that  by  the  end  of  the  month 
business  will  have  revived  and  that  September 
will  be  a  busy  month. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  natural  gas  in  this 
district  is  causing  the  coal  men  not  a  little 
worry.  Nearly  all  of  the  towns  of  importance 
in  Kansas  and  the  Indian  Territory  are  using 
the  gas  as  a  fuel.  A  coal  dealer  said  today 
that  if  natural  gas  were  installed  in  Kansas  City 
the  coal  business  here  would  be  decreased  about 
twenty-five  per  cent. 

Set-back  for  Cheap  Gas. 

Kansas  City’s  fight  for  cheap  gas  received 
a  setback  last  night,  when  Chicago  capitalists, 
who  recently  were  granted  a  thirty  years’  fran¬ 
chise  to  sell  natural  gas  at  twenty-five  cents  a 
thousand  feet  for  domestic  use  and  ten  cents 
for  manufacturing  purposes,  notified  Mayor 
Beardsley  that  they  could  not  accept  the  propo- 


Coal  Co.  and  the  Pike  Coal  &  Coke  Co. ;  George 
J.  Beddow,  general  manager  Big  Sandy  Coal 
Co. ;  W.  P.  Caldwell,  treasurer  Greenough  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Shamokin,  Pa. ;  F.  B.  Moser,  of 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  attorney  for  the  Greenough  Coal 
&  Coke  Co. ;  Edward  Holley,  of  Hellier,  Ky., 
superintendent  of  the  Greenough  Coal  &  Coke 
Co. ;  J.  W.  Cockill,  of  Lookout,  Ohio,  superin 
tendent  of  the  Kentucky  Clay,  Coal  &  Coke  Co. ; 
R.  C.  Peacock,  of  Lookout,  Ky  ,  manager  of  the 
Marrowbone  Coal  &  Coke  Co. ;  Lowry  Lewis,  of 
Hellier,  Ky.,  manager  of  the  Pike  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  These  gentlemen  operate  mines  in  the  coal 
region  of  Pike  county,  on  the  Marrowbone  creek, 
under  lease  from  the  Big  Sandy  Co.  They  repre¬ 
sent  in  all  a  territory  comprising  100,000  acres  of 
coal  land,  having  a  yearly  capacity  of  about 
1,500,000  tons.  They  estimate  that  they  have 
1,000,000,000  tons  of  coal  in  sight.  When  seen 
regarding  their  visit  here  Mr.  Hellier  said  that 
it  was  with  a  view  to  entering  the  Cincinnati 
market,  and  that  they  hoped  to  put  into  this  dis¬ 
trict  between  200,000  and  300,000  tons  yearly. 


night-work  scale,  but  it  is  said  that  the  mineis 
refused  to  recede  at  all  from  their  demand  for 
the  1903  scale,  and  rather  than  remain  idle  longer 
tlie  operators  granted  it.  Some  other  points  were 
also  contested  bitterly  for  the  first  two  days,  and 
they,  too,  were  dropped. 

This  completes  the  local  settlement?  in  this 
state,  and  the  agreements  are  all  about  what  the 
miners  at  first  demanded.  Some  of  them  will 
probably  work  out  in  favor  of  the  operators  in 
the  future,  but  for  the  present  there  has  been 
little  gained.  This  has  certainly  been  an  example 
to  the  operators  of  the  futility  of  expecting  to 
secure  any  concessions  unless  they  stand  together. 
Many  believe  they  could  have  secured  a  renewal 
of  the  agreement  used  last  year  if  they  had  main¬ 
tained  a  solid  front  and  put  the  mines  in  opera¬ 
tion  at  no  point  until  settlements  had  been  made 
at  all. 

Shippers  are  still  complaining  of  the  scarcity 
of  tonnage.  Wliile  the  docks  at  all  the  ports 
seem  to  be  crowded  with  coal  on  track,  the 
scarcity  of  boats  prevents  its  going  forward  as 
rapidly  as  could  be  desired.  Those  who  have 
tonnage  tied  up  are  fortunate  this  season,  as 
they  are  able  to  handle  their  coal  in  better  shape 
than  others.  In  years  past,  shippers  have  many 
'■  times  regretted  having  contracted  tonnage,  as 
the  wild-tonnage  price  would  often  be  below  what 
they  were  paying.  This  year  it  is  different,  es¬ 
pecially  with  the  shippers,  who  are  forced  to 
secure  small  vessels  to  reach  their  customers  in 
shallow  or  small  harbors. 


sition.  The  franchise,  they  said,  carried  too 
many  restrictions.  It  was  said  tonight  that 
Mayor  Beardsley  would  make  an  effort  to  bring 
about  municipal  ownership  of  the  gas  plant  as  a 
solution  of  the  present  deadlock  in  case  the 
council  refused  to  modify  the  Fleming-Wilson 
ordinance  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  grantees 
of  the  franchises. 

Coal  companies  here  are  sending  letters  to 
domestic  consumers,  quoting  summer  prices  for 
coal.  This  is  the  usual  practice,  and  for  years 
there  has  been  a  custom  among  coal  men  to  make 
a  summer  storage  price  for  coal.  The  storage 
price  usually  benefits  both  sides.  It  gives  the 
consumer  his  coal  enough  cheaper  to  make  it 
a  good  investment  to  buy  in  hot  weather  and 
store  it  in  his  cellar  until  winter.  It  gives  the 
coal  man  a  market  for  his  coal  and  saves  him 
extra  expense  for  handling  and  storage,  and 
keeps  his  teams' busy  when  otherwise  they  would 
be  idle. 

The  price  made  this  year  for  August  coal  is 
the  same  as  the  fall  price  was  last  year.  In 
other  words,  the  lowest  price  made  this  year  is 
the  price  that  prevailed  last  year  from  Sep¬ 
tember  fifteenth  to  November  fifteenth.  Ar¬ 
kansas  semi-anthracite  is  offered  at  $5.50  a  ton 
and  Cherokee  lump  at  $4  a  ton.  At  this  time 


last  year  the  prices  were  $5  for  the  Arkansas 
anthracite  and  $3.75  for  the  Clierokee  lump. 
These  coals  are  the  basis.  All  the  others  are 
liriced  relatively  to  them. 

“There  was  no  .summer  storage  price  made 
for  Kansas  City  this  year,’’  a  dealer  said ; 
“after  the  strike  we  found  that  thousands  of  min¬ 
ers  had  found  other  employment.  There  was  no 
reserve  supply  and  not  the  usual  number  of  men 
to  work,  so  there  was  not  the  usual  condition  of 
more  coal  than  we  could  dispose  of  this  sum¬ 
mer.  I  don't  know  whether  the  usual  increase 
will  be  made  in  September  this  year.  I  re¬ 
member  one  year  in  which  we  never  had  a  winter 
price.  We  will  probably  have  a  winter  price 
this  year,  but  I  can’t  tell  whether  it  will  be 
twenty-five  and  fifty  cents  more  than  the  pres¬ 
ent  price  or  fifty  cents  and  a  dollar  higher.” 

The  claim  of  Mrs.  C.  J.  Devlin  against  the 
estate  of  the  late  C.  J.  Devlin,  who  before  his 
death  was  a  big  coal  operator,  has  been  disal¬ 
lowed  by  W.  H.  Loomis,  special  referee  in 
bankruptcy.  The  amount  of  the  claim  is  the 
equivalent  of  the  life  insurance,  turned  over  by 
C.  J.  Devlin,  with  the  consent  of  Mrs.  C.  J. 
Devlin,  beneficiary,  to  the  receiver  of  the  First 
National  bank  as  collateral  security.  The  dis¬ 
allowing  of  the  claim  will  be  entered  in  the 
United  States  district  court  records,  but  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  an  appeal  from  the 
referee’s  decision  will  be  taken  out  before  Judge 
Pollock,  of  the  h'cderal  court. 

W.  C.  Perry,  president  of  the  Southwestern 
Operators’  Association,  is  in  the  north  on  a 
short  vacation.  W.  S.  Newcomb,  secretary  of 
the  association,  is  also  on  a  vacation. 


The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  August  16. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Owing  to  the  large  shipments  of 
lump  and  three-quarters  up  the  lakes,  slack  has 
become  plentiful  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
which  naturally  has  had  the  effect  of  weakening 
the  price.  However,  prices  in  general  hold  strong 
and  the  prospects  of  even  higher  prices  are  ex¬ 
cellent.  Contract  prices  are  especially  strong. 
West  Virginia  slack  being  quoted  at  85  cents. 
West  Virginia  run-of-mine  brings  the  same 
figure,  Pocahontas  mine-run  is  being  contracted 
for  at  $1.25,  Cannelton  six-inch  hand-picked 
splint  $1.75,  Iroquois  three-inch  splint  $1.65,  and 
Iroquois  egg  $1.40. 

Car  Shortage  Getting  Worse. 

About  all  that  can  be  said  of  the  car  shortage 
is  that  it  is  getting  worse  instead  of  better,  and 
shippers  look  for  a  very  serious  state  of  affairs 
in  that  direction  before  the  month  is  over.  About 
all  that  some  of  the  roads  can  offer  for  shipping 
bituminous  are  hoppers,  which  are  practically  use¬ 
less  in  this  section  of  the  country  owing  to  the 
practical  impossibility  of  unloading  them.  Gon¬ 
dolas  are  in  great  demand  at  this  season  of  the 
year  for  carrying  sugar  beets  to  the  factorie.s, 
and  the  railroads  are  already  holding  back  a  lot 
of  them  for  that  purpose,  and  when  they  get  to 
the  factories  they  are  held  there.  Other  condi¬ 
tions  that  are  bound  to  compl'cate  the  car  situa¬ 
tion  are  these :  Demand  for  cars  to  carry  grain 
to  harvest;  remarkable  output  of  the  factories 
everywhere,  which  also  calls  for  more  cars;  the 
big  demand  for  coal  that  is  sure  to  come  within 
a  short  time,  and  the  opening  of  new  mines  in 
West  Virginia. 

“The  manufacturers  and  dealers  have  put  off 
buying  too  long,  thus  laying  up  a  whole  lot  of 
trouble  for  themselves,”  is  the  way  a  prom¬ 
inent  shipper  puts  it.  As  for  the  vessel  situation, 
the  atmosphere  is  clearing  somewhat,  though  still 
many  boats  are  going  up  the  lakes  empty  rather 
than  take  the  old  rate.  Shippers  consider  them¬ 
selves  being  held  up  and  many  of  them  have 
quit  sending  cargoes  up  the  lakes,  preferring  this 
to  paying  fifty  cents  to  Lake  Michigin  ports  and 
forty  cents  to  Duluth. 

Trade  Good  Throughout  Michigan. 

There  is  a  good  trade  out  in  the  state,  both  in 
bituminous  and  anthracite.  Small  dealers  in 
anthracite  out  in  the  country  are  beginning  to 
buy.  but  the  big  fellows  arc  not  clamoring  for 
coal,  to  say  the  least — not  enough  to  warrant  new 
orders.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  small  boats 
at  Buffalo,  making  it  pretty  difficult  to  take  care 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 
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of  tlie  way  port  Inisincss.  'riierc  is  a  shortage, 
too,  of  c'KK  size,  due  to  the  Ijig  demand  for  the 
furnace  trade  in  this  city  :ind  the  middle  west 
generally.  Nut  size  is  plentiful. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  husiness  in  anthracite 
circles  will  he  very  great  between  now  and  Sep- 
temhcr  first,  because  on  that  date  not  only  is  the 
I'mal  discount  knocked  off  by  the  operators,  hut 
the  retail  price  will  go  up  all  akmg  the  line.  Here 
in  Detroit  the  retail  price  will  go  up  from 
to  !fi7..j0  on  that  date.  l’eo|)le  are  beginning  to 
get  hack  from  their  vacations,  and  the  few  cold 
nights  we  have  had  in  the  iiast  week  h;ive 
awakened  the  consumers  up  to  the  fact  that  win¬ 
ter  is  not  so  very  far  off  after  all  and  warned 
them  to  get  in  under  cover. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Charles  A.  Chambers,  local  agent  of  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.,  and  connected  with  the  office  of 
Edward  M.  Mancourt,  western  manager  of  the 


VVuEKi.iNo,  W.  Va.,  Atigust  IG. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — With  the  exception  of  a  persist¬ 
ent  complaint  over  the  labor  shortage  there  is 
apiiarent  satisfaction  with  market  conditions  in 
this  held.  In  both  coal  and  coke,  prices  are  hrm 
at  a  better  level  than  has  been  prevailing,  but  the 
output  could  he  very  largely  increased  with 
more  help.  The ,  customary  summer  dullness  is 
affecting  the  labor  situation.  Always  in  the 
warmer  months  there  are  fewer  miners  in  the 
West  Virginia  districts.  Many  men  who  dig 
coal  in  the  winter  work  at  farming  in  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  the  importation  of  outside  labor,  es¬ 
pecially  of  foreigners,  has  not  been  sufficient  to 
supply  the  demand. 

Evidently  there  is  a  labor  shortage  elsewhere, 
for  agents  of  coal  companies  operating  in  Ohio, 
Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  have  been  in  the 
Fairmont  and  other  regions  of  late  in  an  en¬ 
deavor  to  induce  miners  to  work  for  them. 
Their  efforts  have  not  been  successful  except  in 
some  instances  where  they  secured  stragglers. 

Altogether  Too  Many  Holidays. 

One  strong  objection  to  foreigners  is  their 
tendency  to  celebrate  their  national  holidays. 
'1  hese  holidays  seem  to  be  made  to  order.  Mine 
superintendents  declare  they  are  unable  to  ac¬ 
count  for  so  many  holidays,  yet  that  is  the 
excuse  offered  by  the  foreigners  when  they  want 
a  day  off.  Likewise  they  seize  every  scarcity  of 
cars  to  take  a  rest.  This  situation  is  found 
mostlv  during  the  summer. 

A  statement  of  the  tonnage  for  the  Kanawha 
river  field  for  July  has  just  been  made  out,  and  it 
shows  a  shipment  of  .'it."), 750  tons  of  coal  and 
G,3G0  tons  of  coke,  a  fairly  good  showing.  All 
went  to  inland  points,  except  about  sixty  thou¬ 
sand  tons,  which  went  to  tidewater. 

The  rumor  has  been  revived  that  New  York 
capitalists  have  made  an  offer  of  $500,000  for  the 
Glade  creek  tract  of  10,000  acres  in  Summers 
county,  lying  south  of  New  River.  The  Key¬ 
stone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Greensboro,  Pa.,  was 
a  prospective  purchaser  for  a  time,  but  it  has  so 
far  contented  itself  with  a  comparatively  small 
purchase  in  Raleigh  county.  This  tract  would  in¬ 
clude  about  all  the  unsold  coal  land  in  that 
section. 

Coal  land  activity  is  noticed  in  other  parts  of 
the  state  also.  There  is  a  deal  pending  for  seven 
thousand  acres  on  Cheat  river,  in  Preston  county, 
at  a  reported  aggregate  price  of  $800,000.  Waynes- 
liurg.  Pa.,  people  have  secured  options  on  seven 
thousand  acres  of  the  Pittsburg  seam  in  Belmont 
county,  Ohio,  a  short  distance  from  Wheeling. 
The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  has  been  reported  as  de¬ 
sirous  of  securing  this  tract,  but  it  appears  that 
it  is  not  interested.  The  deal  would  involve 
about  $:!00,000.  two  thousand  acre  tract  in 
Raleigh  county,  lying  on  Dingess  creek,  has 
been  sold  to  the  Western  Pocahontas  corporation, 
which  already  owns  twenty-eight  thousand  acres 
in  that  section. 

As  a  result  of  a  conference  at  Hinton  between 
O.  S.  Keith  and  R.  F.  Harwood,  of  the  Illinois 
Central,  and  Iv  W.  Grice,  superintendent  of  the 
Huntington  division  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio, 
it  was  decided  that  all  mine  operators  will  be 


big  concern,  has  just  returned  from  his  vacation 
in  the  Cumljerland  mountains,  Kentucky, 

S.  A.  Fraser,  manager  for  -Alex.  Y.  .Malcomson 
&  Co.,  is  spending  his  vacation  in  Canada. 

11.  T.  Wilson,  of  the  11.  'F.  Wilson  Coal  Co., 
of  this  city,  is  spending  the  week  at  Logan, 
W.  Va.,  where  he  is  inspecting  a  new  plant. 

H.  11.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  arrived  yesterday  from  Columbus  to 
consult  with  the  local  fjffice  on  coal  business  in 
general.  C.  J.  .Andrews,  local  representative  of 
the  Sunday  Creek,  is  raj)idly  recovering  from 
his  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 

Harry  S.  .Ayers  and  Richard  B.  Chase  have 
formed  a  partnershij)  in  this  city,  with  offices  in 
Mr.  Ayers’  present  rooms,  214  Hammond  build¬ 
ing.  The  name  of  the  firm  will  be  Ayers  & 
Chase.  Mr.  Chase  was  formerly  with  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Refrigerator  lines.  Mr.  Ayers  has  had  an 
office  in  Detroit  the  last  four  years. 


treated  alike  in  the  distribution  of  cars.  Each 
company  will  get  its  pro  rata,  irrespective  of  the 
amount  of  coal  that  any  mining  company  may 
have  sold  to  the  railroads. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  fi(st  shipments  have  been  made  from  the 
Meadow  Fork  operation  on  New  river,  and  the  • 
will  soon  average  three  hundred  tons  daily. 

The  Raleigh  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  started  work 
on  a  new  operation.  The  work  will  be  pushed  so 
as  to  be  ready  for  shipments  by  December  first. 

It  is  reported  that  both  the  Gould  interests  and 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  are  negotiating  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad,  running 
from  Elkins  to  Charleston. 

The  demand  for  cars  has  been  so  heavy  along 
the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  division  of  the  Wa¬ 
bash  since  the  Eastern  Ohio  strike  was  settled 
that  the  company  has  ordered  two  thousand  coal 
cars. 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  J.  W.  Paul  is  now  mak¬ 
ing  an  inspection  trip  through  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  coal  field.  William  Warner,  his  new 
deputy  inspector,  is  being  in.structed  in  that 
territory. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Ohio  Mining  Co.,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  which  has  secured  the  Short  Creek  Co.’s 
mine  at  Bluefield,  is  installing  modern  machinery 
in  order  to  secure  an  ideal  working  plant,  and 
will  be  ready  for  active  business  in  a  few  weeks. 

Capt.  H.  H.  Mosslcy  and  Logan  Walker  have 
entered  into  a  contract  with  the  Longdale  Iron 
Co.  to  operate  the  Cliff  Top  mines.  1  hese  mines 
were  closed  down  two  years  ago.  The  output 
will  all  go  to  the  Longdale  furnaces  in  Virginia, 
and  extensive  improvements  will  first  be  made. 

Two  years  ago  a  tract  of  almost  one  thousand 
acres  in  the  New  River  region,  just  purchased  by 
C.  J.  Wittenberg  for  $G5  an  acre,  was  sold  for 
$20  an  acre.  The  Wittenberg  interests,  through 
the  Plum  Orchard  Improvement  Co.,  have  ob¬ 
ligated  themselves  to  pay  a  ten-cent  royalty  on 
other  acquisitions.  It  is  stipulated  that  the 
minimum  royalty  shall  not  be  less  ban  $1(),(K)() 
next  year,  and  an  increase  of  $5,000  annually 
for  each  succeeding  year  until  1909,  after  which 
it  shall  be  $30,000  a  year. 


JHabama  Trade  ^lews. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  August  10. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — According  to  those  in  a  position 
to  know  the  coal  production  in  Alabama  is  the 
heaviest  ever  known  in  midsummer.  Every  one 
of  the  commercial  mines  employing  union  labor 
has  signed  the  new  wage  contract  and  resumed 
active  operations.  They  are  exerting  every  effort 
to  get  the  largest  possible  output  of  coal  at  their 
mines  to  meet  the  steady  demand  for  coal.  The 
miners  arc  putting  in  as  much  time  as  they  pos¬ 
sibly  can. 

State  Mine  Inspector  J.  Al.  Cray  announces 
that  first  and  second  class  mine  foremen  cer¬ 


tificates  have  been  issued  to  more  than  a  dozen 
men  lately,  the  result  of  an  examination  held  a 
\ycck  ago.  1  here  is  plenty  of  work  for  the 
licensed  foremen,  so  great  is  the  development  and 
so  numerous  the  openings  of  new  mines. 

I  he  coke  supply  in  Alabama  is  better  now  than 
it  has  been  in  some  time  and  a  good  price  is 
being  obtained  for  the  product.  The  activity  in 
iron-making  in  this  section  has  caused  a  strong 
demand  for  coke. 

Many  new  mines  are  also  being  ojrened  and  old 
ones  enlarged.  I  he  Alabama  b'ucl  &  Steel  Co., 
a  new  company  backed  by  Nashville  capitalists, 
which  owns  and  operates  coal  mines  in  St.  Clair 
county,  has  recently  made  extensive  purchases 
of  coal  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  Jcffeiv  in 
county  and  will  open  mines  and  build  iron  fur¬ 
naces  on  them.  Later,  it  is  said,  the  company  will 
also  erect  a  steel  mill. 

The  I’ennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.  is 
now  laying  the  foundations  for  the  largest  coal 
washing  plant  in  the  south.  In  addition  to  coal 
washers,  crushers  will  be  added  to  the  plant,  so 
that  the  (jroduct  can  be  handled  from  mines  to 
crusher.s,  then  washers  and  then  to  coke  ovens 
and  later  in  coke  form  to  the  furnaces.  The  coke 
output  has  been  the  only  thing  in  the  past  few 
years  that  has  caused  any  concern  in  the  iron  in¬ 
dustry  in  this  state,  and  the  prospects  arc  now- 
bright  that  there  will  be  no  further  interruption 
in  that  direction.  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the 
supply  of  coal  in  the  future.  'I'he  fields  are  al¬ 
most  inexhaustible  as  to  coal,  while  the  geologists 
assert  that  there  is  enough  ore  in  Alabama  to 
last  for  a  hundred  years,  if  not  longer. 

"The  use  of  heavy  shots  and  dynamite  in  the 
mines  of  the  state  has  grown  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  is  alarming.  I  shall  continue  the  effort 
to  get  the  mine  operators  and  mine  workers  to 
stop  the  practice  of  heavy  shooting  in  the  mines, 
as  the  methods  being  employed  now  certainly  in¬ 
crease  the  liabilities  to  serious  accident  and  de¬ 
struction  of  property.” 

State  Mine  Inspector  J.  M.  Gray,  when  seen 
in  regard  to  accidents  in  Alabama  coal  mine.s, 
gave  out  the  above  statement,  and  continued : 
’’I  have  records  in  hand  which  show  that  not 
only  is  the  idea  of  heavy'  shooting  gaining  ground 
in  Alabama,  but  in  other  states,  and  where  heavy- 
shooting  is  permitted  w-ithout  protest  from  those 
in  charge  the  list  of  accidents  is  grow  ing  larger.  ’ 

Inspector  Gray  announces  that  he  w  ill  send  an¬ 
other  warning  throughout  the  mining  sections  of 
the  state  against  the  too  liberal  use  of  heavy- 
charges  and  dynamite  in  the  mines.  He  suggests 
that  there  be  more  mining  done  instead  of  using 
the  heavy  shooting,  and  says  that  in  the  long  run 
everything  w-ill  be  better  by  resorting  to  old 
methods. 

During  the  month  of  July-  there  were  tw-elve 
fatal  accidents.  There  w-as  an  equal  division  al¬ 
most  of  the  whites  and  blacks  to  lose  their  lives 
in  the  mining  industry-  last  month.  There  w-as 
not  a  fatal  accident  in  the  mines  of  Alabama 
during  the  month  of  May.  So  far  this  year  there 
have  been  sixty-eight  men  to  lose  their  lives  in 
coal  mines,  including  three  during  the  month  of 
August.  One  of  the  last  named  three  lost  his 
life  by  coming  in  contact  with  an  overhead  w-ire 
of  the  haulage  system,  another  was  found  dead 
in  the  mines  on  the  tramw-ay,  and  the  third  w-as 
blow-n  up  w-ith  dynamite.  During  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year  there  w-ere  fifty-three  men 
killed  in  the  mines,  tw-o  of  them  dropping  dead 
from  heart  failure. 


A{orth  Carolina  Coal  Production 

F'or  several  years  practically  all  the  coal  pro¬ 
duction  of  North  Carolina  has  been  from  one 
mine,  the  Cumnock,  near  Egy-pt,  in  Chatham 
county.  The  output  has  been  very  irregular  and 
during  the  last  three  years  has  notably  declined. 
The  largest  production  in  recent  y-ears  was  in 
1,899,  when  2G,S9G  short  tons  were  mined. 

There  are  tw-o  areas  in  North  Carolina,  says 
Mr.  E.  \V.  Parker,  statistician  of  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey,  in  a  forthcoming  re¬ 
port.  in  which  coal  occurs.  Both  of  these  are 
found  in  the  Triassic  formation  and  are  of  the 
same  age  as  the  Richmond  coal  basin,  in  \fir- 
ginia.  The  tw-o  areas  are  know-n  as  the  Deep  and 
Dan  River  fields,  being  named  from  the  tw-o 
rivers  that  drain  them.  The  only  productive 
beds  at  present  are  those  in  the  Deep  river 
district,  in  Chatham  and  Moore  counties. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Morton  Otis,  general  sales  manager  of  the  Zeig- 
ler  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  is  in  St.  Louis  this  week. 

The  Jones  &  Adams  Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  in¬ 
creased  its  capital  stock  from  $.50, 000  to  $100,000. 

J.  P.  Hussey,  of  the  Columbus  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  spent  a  portion  of  the  week 
in  Chicago. 

A.  O.  Tandy,  northwestern  sales  agent  of  the 
Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  been  spending 
the  week  with  his  family,  who  are  passing  the 
summer  at  Pontiac,  Ill. 

E.  F.  Wager,  of  Laredo,  Texas,  was  a  Chicago 
visitor  this  week.  Mr.  Wager  is  vice-president 
and  general  freight  agent  of  the  Rio  Grande  & 
Eagle  Pass  railway,  and  also  vice-president  of 
the  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  of  Laredo. 

Last  week  was  a  banner  one  at  the  coal  docks 
of  Superior,  Wis.  The  receipts  of  the  first  two 
days  aggregated  seventy  thousand  tons,  with  large 
receipts  each  of  the  succeeding  days,  so  that  it 
is  expected  the  August  record  of  that  port  will 
be  broken. 

T.  J.  O’Gara,  president  of  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  Marquette  Building,  Chicago,  who  sustained 
a  severe  injur)'  to  this  ankle  about  five  weeks  ago 
froin  being  thrown  heavily  to  the  ground  while 
horseback  riding,  is  now  able  to  be  at  his  office, 
but  even  with  the  help  of  a  cane  still  walks  with 
much  difficulty. 

W.  Bruegger,  of  the  Bruegger  Mercantile  Co., 
of  Williston,  N.  D.,  was  in  Chicago  in  confer¬ 
ence  with  parties  from  whom  he  is  about  to  pur¬ 
chase  equipment  for  a  mine  which  he  is  preparing 
to  open  near  Williston.  He  has  on  his  property 
a  ten-foot  vein  of  the  highest  grade  of  Dakota 
lignite,  lying  only  twenty-five  to  thirty  feet  below 
the  surface. 

Several  Racine.  Wis.,  men  have  organized  a 
coal  company  and  are  preparing  to  open  a  mine 
on  an  extensive  tract  of  land  near  Denver,  Colo. 
G.  N.  Prentiss,  formerly  connected  with  the 
American  Skein  &  Foundry  Co.,  Lakeside,  Wis., 
is  one  of  the  chief  owners  and  is  moving  with 
his  family  to  Denver,  Colo.,  in  order  that  the 
operations  of  the  company  may  have  his  personal 
supervision. 

William  J.  Dwyer,  secretary  of  the  Carterville 
Coal  Co.,  died  last  week  at  his  residence  in  St. 
Louis.  Mr.  Dwyer  had  been  in  ill  health  for 
about  three  months  and  had  just  returned  from 
the  north  where  he  had  been  for  some  time  in 
the  hope  of  improving  his  health.  He  had  been 
connected  with  the  Carterville  Coal  Co.  for  about 
ten  years,  previous  to  which  time  he  was  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  He  leaves 
a  wife  and  three  children. 

'I'he  new  docks  of  the  Milwaukee-Western  Fuel 
Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  are  nearly  finished  and 
will  be  ready  to  receive  cargoes  in  a  few  days. 
They  will  have  a  capacity  of  .500,000  tons,  are 
200  by  350  feet  in  size,  and  will  show  several 
innovations  in  the  way  of  electric  hoists  and 
other  unloading  machinery  which  it  is  expected 
will  permit  of  the  unloading  of  a  boat  in  much 
shorter  time  than  is  usually  required.  For  the 
present  at  least  the  new  docks  will  be  used  for 
bituminous  coal  only.  The  total  cost  of  the  dock 
and  equipment  is  said  to  have  been  half  a  million 
dollars. 

The  third  baseball  game  in  the  series  between 
the  Black  Diamonds  and  the  team  representing 
the  Dering  Coal  Co.,  is  to  be  played  this  after¬ 
noon  at  Lawndale  Park,  near  the  terminal  of 
the  Douglas  Park  branch  of  the  Metropolitan 
Elevated  railway.  'I'he  game  will  be  played  on 
enclosed  grounds  which  are  said  to  be  in  fine 
condition  for  playing.  The  Derings  won  the  first 
game  ten  to  nine,  and  the  Black  Diamonds  the 
second  seven  to  six,  so  the  battle  today  is  bound 
to  be  a  fierce  one. 

On  Tuesday  of  this  week  several  of  the  officers 
of  the  various  western  retail  associations  held  an 
informal  conference  in  Chicago  for  the  purpose 
of  consulting  together  as  to  the  best  methods 
to  use  in  prosecuting  association  work.  Among 
those  present  were  R.  E.  Harris,  Benton  Harbor, 
Mich.,  secretary  of  the  Michigan-Indiana  Retail 


Coal  Dealers’  Association;  C.  11.  Chisam,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  low'a,  president,  and  E.  II. 
Betts,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  secretary  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska  ;  and 
H.  Nesbitt,  of  Atebison,  Kas.,  secretary  of  the 
Missouri-Kansas  Coal  Dealers'  .Association, 
formerly  the  Mid-State  Coal  Dealers’  .Associa¬ 
tion. 

G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Northwestern  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  is  con¬ 
ducting  a  .series  of  district  meetings  throughout 
the  territory  of  the  association  for  the  purpose 
of  di.scussing  with  the  dealers  methods  of  im¬ 
proving  the  general  conditions  in  the  retail  coal 
business.  The  most  recent  gatherings  of  this 
sort  were  held  at  Mankato,  Worthington,  Sioux 
Falls  and  Spirit  Lake,  Minn.  One  of  the  chief 
topics  discussed  at  these  meetings  w-as  that  of 
the  best  method  of  circumventing  the  schemes 
of  so-called  ".scalpers”  and  “poachers”  who  have 
perpetrated  many  swindles  upon  consumers  in 
Minnesota  by  sending  out  circulars  quotiiu:  un¬ 
heard  of  grades  of  coal,  for  instance  “rainbow” 
Hocking,  at  a  price  of  perhaps  a  dollar  under 
the  regular  circular  quotations  for  Hocking,  and 
then  delivering  an  inferior  grade.  Speaking  of 
this  swindle,  Mr.  Reeves  said ;  “There  is  a  fool 
born  every  minute,  but  half  of  them  would  escape 
if  they  patronized  the  home  dealer.” 

In  response  to  a  call  previously  issued  a  joint 
ccnference  was  held  at  the  Auditorium  Hotel, 
Chicago,  on  Tuesday  of  this  week,  between 
President  W.  G.  Haskell  and  Secretary  J.  H. 
Reeves,  of  the  Northwestern  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  the  traffic  managers  of  the  railroads 
carrying  coal  into  the  northwest.  Twenty-seven 
railroads  received  invitations  to  the  conference, 
but  less  than  half  a  dozen  sent  representatives. 
The  representative  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  finding  that  no  other  eastern  railroad 
had  sent  a  delegate  withdrew  early  in  the  ses¬ 
sion.  The  meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of 
attempting  to  get  some  concerted  action  which 
would  elimin  tte  or  reduce  the  frequent  friction 
between  the  railroads  and  retailers  regarding 
shortages  in  weight.  For  several  reasons  the 
conference  seems  to  have  been  barren  of  results. 
'Fhe  small  attendance  of  railroad  men  clearly  in¬ 
dicated  the  utmost  indifference  on  the  part  of 
most  of  the  railway  managements,  and  the  irh- 
pression  of  the  coal  men  in  attenda.nce  w'as  that, 
with  possibly  one  exception,  the  chief  desire  of 
the  representatives  in  attendance  was  to  dodge 
the  main  issue.  The  only  good  accomplished 
was  an  exchange  of  views  which  it  is  hoped 
may  lead  to  more  definite  results  at  a  later  con¬ 
ference  which  will  probably  be  held  in  the  near 
future. 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  which 
was  organized  a  few  weeks  ago  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  and  maintaining  equitable  and  fair 
business  relations  between  members  and  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  for  tbe  purpose  of  protecting  the 
good  name  of  the  trade  from  the  odium  arising 
from  inferior  or  fraudulent  methods,  is  actively 
engaged  in  a  campaign  designed  to  put  an  end 
to  short  weight  deliveries  of  coal  to  consumers. 
During  the  last  few  weeks  its  representatives 
have  caused  the  official  weighing  of  a  great  many 
lots  of  coal  from  various  yards,  some  of  which 
have  been  found  to  be  over  weight  and  many  of 
them  exactly  as  called  for.  but  in  several  cases 
it  has  been  found  that  short  weight  deliveries 
were  being  made.  In  such  cases  prosecutions 
have  either  already  been  made  or  w'ill  be  in  the 
near  future.  Only  two  cases  thus  far  have  been 
carried  through  to  a  judicial  decision.  Both  of 
these  are  against  the  Chicago  &  Welston  Coal 
Co.,  which  was  charged  witli  having  attempted 
to  deliver  coal  to  J.  F.  Farbrick's  building  at 
Indiana  avenue,  which  was  1,S25  pounds  short 
of  the  weight  represented,  and  to  H.  A.  Cole, 
:!5()3  Forrest  avenue,  which  was  3,5()()  lbs  short. 
These  cases  were  originally  set  for  trial  :it  an 
earlier  date,  but  a  continuance  was  taken  until 
b'liday,  .August  tenth,  at  which  time  th<-  defend¬ 
ants  did  not  appear  and  a  verdict  was  rendered 
imposing  a  ma.ximum  fine  in  each  case  of  fifty 
dollars.  On  Thursday  of  this  week  action  was 
taken  against  the  same  firm  charging  a  520- 


pound  shortage  in  delivery  lu  Lyon  Ifi-  ..  2'u 
Madison  street.  This  case  was  continued  until 
next  week  Thursday.  On  Wednesday  of  this 
week  .Alwart  Bros.  Coal  Co.  was  charr-ed  with 
making  a  delivery  son  pounds  short,  and  this  case 
also  was  set  for  trial  next  week.  While  the 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers'  Association  is  t.sking  I  In; 
initiative  in  this  work  it  is  receiving  the  herirty 
co-operation  of  Joseph  Grein,  city  sealer  of 
weights  and  measures,  in  whose  name  the  prose- 
cutions  were  brought. 

The  protracted  struggle  which  has  been  going 
on  between  the  Chicago  board  of  education  and 
the  successful  bidders  for  the  school  contract 
of  the  present  year  has  been  terminated  by  the 
acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  coal  men  of  the 
terms  dominated  by  the  board,  b'or  some  years 
the  form  of  contract  used  has  contained  the  usual 
strike  clause,  but  this  year  the  board  determined 
to  refuse  the  coal  men  this  protection,  alleging 
that  the  advantage  taken  of  this  clause  last  year 
cost  the  city  an  extra  $18,001).  When  this  action 
was  first  taken  Francis  S.  Peabody,  of  the  Pea¬ 
body  Coal  Co.,  appeared  before  President  Ritter, 
of  the  board,  and  stated  that  none  of  the  c(jal 
companies  woidd  sign  contracts  uidess  the  clause 
was  inserted,  relieving  them  from  resi)onsibility 
if  delivery  was  interfered  with  on  account  of 
strikes.  As  time  went  on.  however,  and  the 
board  of  education  held  firmly  by  its  decision, 
one  after  another  of  the  coal  companies  yieltlcd, 
influenced  in  part  by  the  declaration  of  the 
board  that  in  the  event  of  their  continued  re¬ 
fusal  to  sign,  their  deposit  of  forfeit  money  would 
be  retained  by  the  city.  -All  of  the  companies 
concerned  have  now'  yielded  and  signed  the  con¬ 
tracts.  'I'he  business  is  divided  among  nine  com¬ 
panies,  as  follow’s ;  Baker  Bros.,  tbe  South  Side 
Coal  Co.,  'I'he  George  Lill  Coal  Co.,  'fhomas  .A. 
Fitzgerald,  the  Miami  Coal  Co.,  the  C.  J. 
Boeddeker  Co.,  Alwart  Bros.  Coal  Co.,  the  John 
Cow'inan  Co.,  and  the  .Anthracite-Bituminous 
Coal  Co. 

The  coal  production  of  Kansas,  like  that  of 
Iowa,  has  increased  regularly  since  IS'JC.  In  that 
year  the  state’s  output  of  coal  was  not  (piite 
forty-five  per  cent  of  what  it  amounted  to  in 
1905,  which  was  6,463,329  short  tons,  with  a  value 
on  the  spot  of  $9,410,632. 

The  increase  in  production  in  1905  over  l'.)04 
was  only  130,022  short  tons,  or  about  two  per 
cent,  and  this  was  accompanied  by  a  decline  in 
prices  which  resulted  in  a  decrease  of  $230,139 
in  value.  The  average  price  of  coal  per  ton  in 
the  state  declined  from  $1.52  in  1904  to  $1.46  in 
1905.  As  in  Iowa,  however,  the  decrease  in  value 
was  in  part  compensated  for  by  a  decrease  in 
the  number  of  men  employed. 

It  required  12,198  men  for  an  average  of  21.3 
days,  in  1904,  to  produce  6,333,307  short  tons, 
whereas  there  were  onlv  12,000  men  employed 
for  an  average  of  212  days  in  the  production  of 
6,463,329  tons,  in  1905.  From  this  it  i.s  found 
that  the  average  production  per  man  increased 
from  519.2  tons  in  1904  to  538.3  in  1905,  while 
the  average  daily  production  per  man  increased 
from  2.44  tons  to  2.54  tons. 

The  use  of  mining  machines  in  this  state  does 
not  affect  results.  In  1905  there  were  three 
mines  which  reported  operating  a  tot:d  of  ten 
undercutting  machines.  I'he  machine-mined 
product  amounted  to  19,101  tons.  In  the  preced¬ 
ing  year  five  machines  produced  10.600  tons. 

Labor  troubles  among  the  miners  in  Kansas 
were  negligible  in  both  1904  and  1905.  and  had 
no  influence  on  the  production.  Strikes  were 
varied  in  duration  from  two  days  to  thirty,  were 
reported  iji  1905  from  nine  mines.  The  most 
serious  suspension  was  at  the  mines  of  the  Home 
Riverside  Coal  Co.  at  Leavenworth,  where  616 
men  were  on  strike  for  eleven  days.  In  all, 
1,482  men  were  idle  at  various  times  for  an 
average  of  ten  days,  the  total  time  lost  amount 
ing  to  14,686  working  days,  or  only  a  little  more 
than  0.5  per  cent  of  the  total  working  time. 

Coal  mining  in  Kansas,  as  in  other  states 
where  the  industry  has  been  carried  on  under 
agreements  with  the  I’nited  Mine  Workers  of 
.America,  is  conducted  on  a  basis  of  eight  hour> 
per  day,  although  a  few  mines  report  nine  ,ana 
ten  hours  to  the  working  day. 
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Explanations  in  Jtdvance  of  Complaints. 

Several  of  the  railroads  centering  in  Pittsburg,  but  notably  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railway,  are  sending  out  circulars  relative  to  the  relation  of  railway 
tonnage  and  car  supply  at  the  present  time.  The  character  of  these  cir¬ 
culars  differs  so  materially  from  those  on  the  same  subject  in  the  past 
that  they  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  among  coal  operators 
and  other  shippers  as  well  as  among  the  railway  men  for  whom  they  are 
primarily  supposed  to  be  intended. 

Ihe  order  sent  out  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  company  is  addressed 
to  division  officers  and  in  very  detailed  and  explicit  form  calls  to  their  par¬ 
ticular  attention:  First,  the  big  increase  in  freight  traffic  during  the  last 
few  years  and  the  fact  that  the  reports  for  this  year  will  show  the  tonnage  for 
this  summer  to  have  exceeded  the  record  of  any  preceding  summer;  second, 
that  in  full  recognition  of  the  demands  of  the  business,  the  company  has 
ordered  an  unusually  large  number  of  new  cars  for  this  year’s  delivery;  third. 


that  the  manufacturers  have  thus  far  delivered  only  a  small  portion  of  these 
cars,  and  will  probably  fail  to  do  so  before  ne.xt  spring;  fourth,  that  in 
anticipation  of  the  receipt  of  these  new  cars  the  company  has  during  the 
past  year  destroyed  thousands  of  its  smaller  wooden  cars;  and,  fifth,  that 
therefore,  while  the  new  steel  cars  have  a  much  greater  capacity  than  the 
old  wooden  ones,  yet  the  road  finds  itself  with  only  a  small  increase  in  the 
numljcr  of  cars  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  makers  to  deliver  as  expected. 

Previously,  circulars  had  been  very  brief  under  similar  circumstances, 
merely  giving  routine  orders  regarding  preparation  for  expected  increase  in 
traffic.  'I'lie  reason  for  the  departure  from  this  custom  at  the  present  time 
is  not  stated,  and  conjecture  is  rife  as  to  the  cause.  Taken  in  connection 
with  the  scarcity  of  cars  existing  unusually  early  in  the  season,  the  obvious 
conclusion  is  that  the  railroads  arc  anticipating  an  unprecedented  car  famine, 
and  are  posting  the  officials  who  will  come  into  direct  contact  with  shippers, 
so  that  they  will  be  prepared  to  meet  complaints  by  shifting  the  responsibility 
at  least  in  part  onto  to  the  manufacturers  of  freight  cars  because  of  their 
having  failed  to  supply  cars  as  rapidly  as  specified  by  contract. 

This  much  seems  perfectly  obvious,  and  if  the  explanation  is  iMina  fide, 
the  frank  announcement  is  as  it  should  be.  Whether,  going  beyond  this, 
investigations  past  and  pending  are  bearing  fruit  in  a  tendency  to  greater 
openness  on  tbc  part  of  the  railroads,  or  whether,  under  cloak  of  this  seem¬ 
ingly  disingenuous  statement  to  the  public,  the  way  is  to  he  prepared  for 
continued  inequalities  in  the  distribution  of  cars,  whether  these  or  any 
of  the  other  floating  conjectures  arc  true — this  is  all  guesswork  so  far  as 
the  public  is  concerned.  But  the  facts  put  forth  by  the  railroads  add  strength 
to  the  prediction  that  shippers  are  on  the  eve  of  a  very  serious  if  nfA  a 
record-breaking  car  famine,  which  those  who  can  will  avoid  by  stocking  in 
advance. 

Western  Miners  for  Pittsburg. 

On  account  of  the  continued  scarcity  of  miners  in  the  Pittsburg  field, 
with  little  hope  of  the  needed  men  being  obtained  locally,  the  help  of  the 
national  organization  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  has  been 
invoked.  According  to  advices  from  Pittsburg,  the  national  vice-president, 
'J'.  L.  Lewis,  was  in  that  city  on  last  Friday  in  consultation  with  the  local' 
officers  of  both  operators  and  miners.  He  is  reported  as  having  stated 
that  over  forty  per  cent  of  the  miners  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  are  idle,  and 
as  having  promised  that  from  these  states  he  would  in  a  few  days  furnish 
enough  men  to  supply  all  the  miners  needed  in  the  Pittsburg  district. 

If  Mk.  Lewis  is  correctly  (pioted,  it  would  seem  as  if  he  has  undertaken 
a  pretty  large  contract.  In  the  first  place,  there  are  not  nearly  as  many 
rolling  stones  among  western  miners  as  are  to  be  found  further  east.  large 
proportion  of  them  own  their  own  homes  and  have  in  connection  with  them 
enough  tillable  ground  to  make  them  at  least  in  a  humble  way  self-supporting 
apart  from  their  earnings  as  miners.  Such  men  are  not  given  to  rainbow 
chasing  across  the  country  simply  because  their  home  place  of  employment 
happens  to  be  shut  down  or  running  on  part  time  temporarily.  Further¬ 
more,  the  large  percentage  are  Americans  or  well  Americanized,  and  can  not 
be  herded  like  ignorant  or  non-English-speaking  foreigners.  They  are  in 
the  habit  of  reading  and  thinking  for  themselves,  and  understand  that  the 
operators  of  the  central  west  expect  a  decided  revival  of  demand  in  the 
near  future  with  consequent  resumption  of  more  active  operation. 

Indiana  operators  who  have  been  interviewed  on  the  subject  e.xpress 
no  fear  of  an  exodus  among  their  men,  and  while  sympathizing  with  their 
brother  operators  of  Pittsburg,  say  that  the  latter  had  better  not  base  much 
hope  upon  relief  to  any  appreciable  extent  from  this  part  of  the  country. 

^lewspapers  the  Chief  Peat  Producers. 

Humor  is  not  a  conspicuous  element  in  United  States  government  publi¬ 
cations,  but  there  is  a  choice  suggestion  of  it  in  the  opening  sentence  of 
the  brief  report,  advance  sheets  of  which  have  just  been  issued,  on  recent 
efforts  to  make  peat  a  marketable  commodity.  The  report  begins  thus: 
“During  1905  little  was  accomplished  in  the  practical  utilization  of  peat, 
although  the  year  witnessed  great  activity  in  the  way  of  newspaper  articles.’’ 

The  point  is  well  scored ;  for  some  time  peat  has  been  a  fertile  source  of 
inspiration  for  the  space  writers  of  the  daily  press,  particularly  in  those  sec¬ 
tions  where  peat  bogs  abound.  To  judge  from  these  articles,  peat  is  about 
to  crowd  coal  off  the  market  and  the  operators  are  already  running  for  cover. 

Tests,  on  the  other  hand,  show  that  prepared  peat  only  has  about  the  same 
calorific  value  as  North  Dakota  lignite.  This  low  grade  product,  therefore, 
is  the  only  coal  which  has  anything  to  fear  from  peat,  from  the  scientific 
standpoint  alone.  When  to  the  matter  of  quality  consideration  of  the  cost 
of  peat  preparation  is  added,  it  appears  certain  that  this  proposed  fuel  can 
only  hope  to  come  into  use  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  bogs  remote 
from  coal  fields,  where  it  will  have  the  protection  of  a  heavy  differential  in 
cost  of  transportation. 
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Great  Ball  Game  at  Milwaukee. 


The  coal  trade  of  the  Cream  City  is  in  mourn¬ 
ing.  The  pride  of  the  Milwaukee  fans  suffered 
deleat  at  the  hands  of  the  Black  Diamonds  of 
Chicago  by  the  score  of  13  to  10.  The  game  was 
played  Saturday,  August  eleventh,  and  one  of  the 
largest  crowds  that  ever  attended  a  ball  gaine 
at  Waukesha  Beach  cheered  the  teams  on  to  vic- 


Note  the  smile  on  Captain  Fellenz’s  face. 

Milwaukee  was  in  the  lead  at  this  stage. 

tory.  Tlie  Milwaukee  team  was  composed  of 
employes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Supply  Co. 
and  although  they  were  defeated  they  have  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  skill  they  have  attained 
playing  the  national  game. 

Manager  Fellenz  of  the  Milwaukee  team  met 
the  Chicago  delegation  at  the  Northwestern  sta¬ 
tion  at  eleven  o’clock  and  escorted  the  party  to 
Schlitz  palm  garden  where  luncheon  was  served. 
At  twelve-thirty  the  interurban  cars  were  boarded 
at  Third  and  Sycamore  for  Waukesha  Beach. 
This  ride  of  twenty-three  miles  was  a  treat  to 
the  crowd  and  at  two  o’clock  the  beach  was 
reached.  Waukesha  beach  is  situated  on  Pe- 
waukee  lake,  one  of  the  finest  lakes  in  the  state 
of  Wisconsin.  A  handsome  club  house  is  kept 
open  all  the  time  for  the  convenience  of  visitors 
and  a  better  place  for  the  ball  game  could  not 
have  been  selected.  The  grounds  were  in  perfect 
shape  and  the  commodious  grand  stand  sheltered 
the  audience  from  the  warm  rays  of  the  sun. 
Quite  a  number  of  ladies  visited  the  park  and 
they  enjoyed  the  game  just  as  much  as  the 
sterner  sex. 

The  game  was  close  and  exciting  up  to  the 
eighth  inning  when  the  Milwaukeeans  blew  up 


That  Baltimore  is  rapidly  forging  ahead  in  im¬ 
portance  as  a  coal  shipping  point  is  evidenced  by 
the  constantly  growing  figures  in  the  export  re¬ 
ports.  July,  for  instance,  at  a  dull  season  for  the 
trade,  comes  along  with  some  record-breaking 
figures.  Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  port 
has  there  been  as  much  activity  in  the  coal  export 
business  over  the  piers  contiguous  to  Baltimore. 

During  July  there  were  fourteen  sailings,  and 
the  size  of  the  individual  shipments  is  indicated 
in  the  fact  that  49,246  tons  were  sent  down  the 
chutes  into  the  waiting  bottoms  and  later  started 
for  foreign  ports,  for  the  most  part  Mexican, 
Vera  Cruz  being  the  largest  receiver  of  these 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  coals. 
The  rapid  growth  of  this  Mexican  business  can  be 
gleaned  from  the  announcement  of  the  fact  that 
during  July  44,614  tons  were  sent  from  Balti¬ 
more  to  Mexican  ports,  at  a  value  of  $107,929. 
It  is  stated  that  other  Atlantic  shipping  points 
are  looking  with  jealous  eyes  on  this  development 
of  the  coal  shipping  trade,  and  not  a  few  well¬ 


and  before  they  got  back  to  earth  the  Black  Dia¬ 
monds  had  scored  six  runs,  which  was  enough  to 
win.  The  Milwaukee  boys  made  a  great  rally  in 
the  last  half  of  the  ninth  when  they  succeeded  in 
locating  Cronin's  curves  to  the  extent  of  four 
runs.  The  lead  of  the  Black  Diamonds  was  too 
great  to  be  overcome  and  when  the  last  man  was 
put  out  the  score  showed  the  Cream  City  players 
three  runs  behind.  The  features  of  the  game  were 
a  beautiful  catch  of  a  line  drive  by  Fellenz  and 
the  batting  of  .Sands,  who  secured  a  hit  every 
time  he  came  to  bat.  After  the  game  an  excellent 
dinner  was  served  at  the  Waukesha  Beach  Hotel 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  as  hosts. 
The  Chicago  boys  agreed  it  was  a  shame  to  win 


After  the  game. 

A  study  in  expression.  Captain  Fellenz  refuses 
to  be  consoled.  Captain  Sands  is  the 
other  figure  in  the  picture. 

the  game  after  such  treatment  and  if  the  dinner 
had  been  served  before  the  game  the  result  might 
have  been  different. 

The  score: 

Black  Diamonds —  P.  C.  Sr  S.  Co. — 

R.  H.  P.  A.  E.  R.  H.  P.  A.  E. 

Conor,  c. . .  .  0  1  7  2  0  Cole,  cf .  2  1  3  0  0 

.Sands,  2b...  4  4  2  2  0  Fritzke,  2b..  0  0  2  2  1 

Posta,  lb...  0  0  n  0  0  Hansen,  If.  .  1  1  2  0  1 

A. Conners,  ss  2  2  0  3  0  Wolff,  3b.  . .  2  2  2  3  0 

W.C’nner,  3b  2  12  11  Fellenz,  lb.  .  0  0  8  2  1 

France,  If...  3  3  2  0  0  F.  Wolf,  c..  1  1  3  2  0 

Murphy,  rf. .  1  4  0  0  0  Mcrthlein,  rf  0  10  0  0 

Gilmore,  cf. .  0  0  3  0  0  Fry,  ss .  2  2  4  2  0 

Cronin,  p.  .  .  1  0  2  2  0  Knapp,  p...  2  1  3  1  0 

Totals  _ 13  14  27  10  0  Total  10  9  27  12  3 


1334.5  C78  9 

Black  Diamonds . 2  0  1  0  0  0  2  0  2 — 13 

P.  C.  S:  S.  Co . 0  2  0  1  1  1  0  1  4—10 


Base  on  Balls — Off  Cronin  5,  off  Knajip  4. 
Struck  Out — By  Cronin  7,  by  Knapp  5. 

Hit  by  Pitcher — Posta  (2),  Wolf. 

Umpire — Wrotten. 


posted  coal  men  profess  to  see  for  the  future 
Baltimore  the  leading  coal  shipping  point  on  the 
eastern  seaboard.  These  men  do  not  consider  the 
July  record  as  freakish  in  any  sense  of  the  \vord. 
but  rather  expect  still  further  advances  in  a 
legitimate  and  natural  business  growth  and  ex¬ 
tension.  It  is  confidently  predicted  along  this 
line  that  the  present  month  will  show  increases 
over  the  similar  periods  of  previous  years. 

The  great  quantities  of  coal  that  have  in  the 
past  few  months  been  shipped  from  Baltimore  to 
the  Philippine  Islands  and  to  San  Francisco  have 
likewise  attracted  more  than  passing  attention. 
The  shipments  to  Manila,  which  are  for  govern¬ 
ment  account,  showed  a  falling  off  during  July, 
however.  But  4,632  tons  were  sent  during  the 
month  to  the  chief  port  of  the  Philippines,  having 
a  value  of  but  $12,275.  A  few  Italian  shipments 
have  also  been  noted  during  recent  weeks. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  being  the  prin¬ 
cipal  handler  of  bituminous  into  and  through 
Baltimore,  its  coal  carrying  reports  are  naturally 


of  considerable  interest.  Figures  gathered  for 
the  five  months  period  of  the  present  year,  end¬ 
ing  May  thirty-first  and  for  the  corresponding 
periods  of  1904  and  1905,  show  considerable  in¬ 
creases  in  regard  to  bituminous,  a  decrease  in 
anthracite  and  a  very  large  increase  in  coke  ton¬ 
nage,  plainly  indicating,  for  one  thing,  the  grow- 
ing  popularity  of  the  last  named  fuel.  The 
figures'  and  totals  for  the  three  five-month  periods 


follow : 

1904.  1905.  19ih;. 

Itituminous  . 7,202,705  8,810,91  )  10,325.779 

Antbracitc  .  453,570  464,215  320.529 

Cdkc  . 1,231,592  1,804.385  2.454.232 

'J'otal  . 8,917,927  11,175,511  13,100,540 


Prosperity  in  other  railroad  properties  is  indi¬ 
cated  in  the  Pennsylvania’s  net  earnings  increase 
for  June  of  $.')7;!,7()0,  and  for  the  six  months  of 
$3,873,900;  aiul  of  the  gross  earnings  increase  of 
the  Western  M;irylaiid  for  the  week  ending  July 
twenty-first  of  $11,104.41. 


Coal  Improved  by  Sea  Water. 

Important  experiments  have  been  carried  on 
by  the  naval  authorities  at  Portsmouth,  England, 
for  some  time  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
steaming  properties  of  fresh  coal,  which  has  been 
improved  by  storage  in  the  sea.  Eighteen  months 
ago  iron  crates,  each  containing  two  tons  of  coal, 
were  sunk  in  a  big  basin  in  the  dockyard.  At 
the  same  time  a  similar  (piantity  of  coal  was 
carefully  stored  in  the  open  air  at  a  coaling  point 
and  sheltered  by  tarpaulins. 

At  intervals  of  six  months  two-ton  samples 
of  exact  storage  have  been  taken  and  carefully 
burned.  The  results  have  shown  conclusively 
that  by  the  submarine  storage  of  coal  its  calorific 
value  steadily  increases,  while  by  storage  in  the 
open  air  a  decided  decrease  is  sliown.  At  naval 
stations  in  the  tropics  the  decrease  in  calorific 
value  is  very  great,  the  heat  of  the  sun  extract¬ 
ing  the  light,  volatile  oils.  The  difficulty  is  that 
submerged  coal  must  be  dried  before  it  is  used 
or  otherwise  the  superficial  moisture  would  soon 
cause  spontaneous  combustion. 


Storing  Coal  Under  Water. 

The  navy  department  has  under  consideration 
a  report  from  Captain  W.  H.  Beehler,  command¬ 
ant  of  the  naval  station  at  Key  West,  Fla.,  in 
which  he  urges  the  advisability,  if  not  necessity, 
of  storing  coal  for  the  use  of  the  service  in  con¬ 
crete  tanks  capable  of  being  filled  with  salt  or 
sea  water.  He  particularly  calls  attention  to  the 
appropriation  made  by  Congress  for  new  storage 
sheds  at  Key  West,  and  asks  that  these  be  con¬ 
structed  in  accordance  with  his  ideas. 

After  relating  his  experiences  with  fires  in 
coal  piles  at  his  station,  which  he  attributes  to 
the  fact  that  the  coal  is  in  heaps  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty-five  feet  high,  and  that  the  consequent 
pressure  generates  heat,  setting  fire  to  the  es¬ 
caping  gases,  he  gives  the  following  as  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  watertight  concrete  coal  shed ; 

“The  submerged  storage  of  coal  will  hermet¬ 
ically  seal  the  gases  in  that  coal.  Small  nockets 
of  combustion  cannot  be  formed  with  the  coal 
under  water.  The  gases  cannot  be  formed  from 
the  coal  under  water.  The  pressure  upon  the 
particles  of  coal  at  different  depths  will  not  be  so 
great.  The  pressure  at  the  bottom  will  not  de¬ 
velop  heat  because  the  pressure  in  a  reservoir 
of  water  fifty  feet  deep  does  not  generate  any 
heat  at  the  bottom  of  that  reservoir  by  the  weight 
of  the  superincumbent  mass  of  water.  Fires  in 
coal  stored  under  water  are  impossible. 

“The  expense  of  fighting  fires  during  the  last 
ten  months  at  Key  West  would  more  than  defray 
the  cost  of  converting  that  shed  into  a  concrete 
watertight  cistern  as  proposed. 

“Coal  so  stored  will  be  delivered  damp,  and 
there  will  be  no  loss  of  coal  dust  carried  awav 
by  the  wind. 

“In  fighting  fires  at  present,  streams  of  salt 
water  are  poured  in  upon  the  fires,  and  this  salt 
water  has  a  very  deleterious  effect  upon  the 
steel  framework  of  the  shed,  which  would  not 
lie  the  case  when  no  fires  are  generated.’’ 

The  suggestions  made  by  Captain  Beehler  are 
being  considered  at  the  Navy  Department  and  it 
is  said  that  it  is  possible  experiments  will  be 
made  to  demonstrate  the  truth  of  his  theory. 
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The  Coal  Industry  in  Indiana. 

By  James  Epperson,  State  Inspector  of  Mines. 


A  review  of  tlie  coal  industry  in  Indiana  for 
the  year  19(15  discloses  it  to  l)c  one  of  marked 
features.  During  tlie  spring  and  summer  montlis 
the  business  was  api)arcntly  in  a  depressed  con¬ 
dition.  A  majority  of  the  mines  throughout  the 
state  were  running  less  than  half  time,  while  a 
numher  were  closed  entirely  for  indifferent 
periods.  The  selling  price  of  coal  was  also  very 
low  during  these  months,  ranging  from  eighty- 
five  cents  to  $1.25  per  ton,  mine  run,  at  the  mine. 
Business,  however,  was  much  better  commencing 
in  September,  and  continued  so  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  The  selling  price  of  coal 
was  also  much  better  during  that  period,  ranging 
from  $1.25  to  $1.50  per  toiv  mine  run,  at  the 

mines.  Notwithstanding  the  idle  time  above 

mentioned  the  total  production  for  the  year  was 
10,995,972  tons,  an  increase  of  1,003,419  tons, 
or  a  fraction  over  ten  per  cent  greater  than  any 
preceding  year  in  the  history  of  the  state. 

'Hie  aggregate  wages  paid  to  mine  employes  in 
1905  was  $9,353,894.55,  an  increase  of  $188,490.17, 
or  a  fraction  over  two  per  cent  greater  than  in 
any  preceding  year.  T  he  total  number  of  em¬ 
ployes  for  1905  was  18,009,  an  increase  of  771 
employes,  or  a  fraction  over  four  and  three- 

tenths  per  cent  greater  than  in  any  previous 

year.  Considering  the  time  the  mines  were  idle 
the  above  increase  in  production,  vvages  paid  and 
number  of  employes  may  be  surprising  to  soine, 
yet  the  following  reasons  should  explain  the  situ¬ 
ation  thoroughly,  viz. ;  In  1904  forty-two  new 
mines,  were  opened,  a  majority  of  which  had  only 
reached  their  full  producing  capacity  at  the  close 
of  the  year.  All  of  these  new  mines,  of  course, 
secured  a  proportionate  share  of  the  trade.  One 
other  reason  is  the  fact  that,  while  some  of  the 
mines  were  closed  indefinitely  by  the  large  coal 
companies  who  purchased  them,  yet  the  trade 
thus  apparently  lost  was  concentrated  at  other 
mines  owned  by  them.  This  was  especially  true 
in  Greene,  Sullivan,  Vermillion  and  Vigo  coun¬ 
ties.  A  fair  illustration  can  be  had  from  the 
Southern  Indiana  Coal  Co.  While  their  Hoosier 
No.  2  mine  was  practically  closed  the  entire  year, 
yet  their  Lattas  Creek  mine  produced  214,853 
tons,  or  30,721  tons  more  than  in  1904. 

The  average  wage  table  shows  the  average 
earnings  erf  emijloyes  to  be  $403. 2()  per  miner, 
$579.76  per  inside  day  and  monthly  man,  and 
$650.98  per  outside  day  and  monthly  man.  Taken 
as  a  whole,  the  above  figures  speak  favorably  as 
to  the  condition  of  mine  employes;  also  that  of 
coal  trade  generally. 

The  labor  conditions  during  the  entire  year 
were  good,  no  trouble  of  any  consequence  hav¬ 
ing  occurred  with  the  exception  of  a  few  strikes 
of  only  a  few  days’  duration.  'I'he  contract  be¬ 
tween  miners  and  operators  covers  the  period 
from  Ajjril  first,  1904,  to  April  first,  1906. 

New  Mines. 

The  number  of  new  mines  opened  and  de¬ 
veloped  during  the  year  was  much  smaller  than 
in  any  one  of  the  three  years  preceding. 

In  1902  twenty  new  mines  were  opened,  and 
in  1903  thirty-seven,  in  1904  forty-two,  and  in 
1905  fourteen.  This  large  decrease  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  property  is  probably  due  to 
three  causes,  viz.,  the  unusual  activity  exhibited 
in  the  opening  of  new  mines  during  the  three 
years  prior  to  1905,  thereby  causing  an  overpro¬ 
duction,  the  reduction  in  selling  prices  of  coal 
commencing  in  1904  and  continuing  through  1905, 
and  the  organization  of  large  consolidations  of 
the  coal  interests  affected  in  the  state,  of  which 
we  will  make  mention  later. 

'Fhe  fourteen  new  mines  opened  in  1905  arc 
distributed  in  different  counties,  as  follows:  Clay 
county  five,  three  block  and  two  bituminous,  all 
of  which  are  hand  or  pick  mines;  Knox  county 
two,  both  bituminous  machine  mines;  Sullivan 
county  four,  one  pick  and  three  machine,  all  of 
which  are  bituminous  mines;  Vigo  county  two, 
one  block  and  one  bituminous,  both  pick  mines ; 
Warrick  county  one  bituminous,  machine  mine. 

Each  of  the  above  mines,  especially  in  the 
bituminous  field,  has  been  opened  with  a  view  to 


having  a  large  (.uitput,  being  equipped  through¬ 
out  with  the  latest  up-to-date  machinery,  and 
should  add  materially  to  the  producing  capacity 
of  the  state.  In  the  annexed  table  will  be  found 
the  names  of  the  different  companies  owning 
these  mines,  the  names  of  the  mines,  the  geo¬ 
logical  number  and  thickness  of  the  coal  seam 
mined,  the  depth  and  size  of  shaft,  railroad  on 
which  the  mines  are  located,  location  and  dis¬ 
tance  from  nearest  town  or  city,  and  the  date 
on  which  the  first  shipment  of  coal  was  made. 

Improvements. 

Large  sums  of  money  were  spent  on  improve¬ 
ments  of  various  kinds  at  the  mines  in  the  state 
during  the  past  year.  'I'his  expenditure  is  rep¬ 
resented  in  new  tipples,  the  sinking  of  second  out¬ 
lets,  installation  of  new  machinery  and  other 
general  improvements.  The  monthly  reports  of 
coal  companies  made  to  this  office  during  that 
time  show  a  total  of  $149,838.12  to  have  been 
expended  for  this  purpose,  and  the  following  data, 
while  not  representing  the  total  amount  ex¬ 
pended,  will  show  some  of  the  most  important 
improvements  made : 

'i'he  Vivian  Coal  Co.,  of  Clay  county,  has 
installed  an  automatic  steam  lift  for  handling 
empty  cars  at  the  bottom  of  their  No.  2  mme, 
which  will  quite  materially  reduce  the  cost  of 
caging  the  coal  as  well  as  increasing  the  capacity 
of  the  mine. 

'I'he  Clinton  Coal  Co.  has  installed  shaker 
screens,  built  additional  side  tracks  and  made 
other  general  improvements  at  their  No.  1  mine, 
amounting  to  about  $8,000. 

The  Caledonia  Coal  Co.,  of  Chandler,  Warrick 
county,  sank  a  new  manway  during  the  year  and 
have  located  their  power  plant  at  that  point, 
effecting  great  improvement  in  the  ventilation  of 
the  mine;  also  adding  to  its  capacity. 

The  Princeton  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Gibson 
county,  suspended  operations  May  first  at  their 
Oswald  mine  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new 
tipple,  which  was  completed  August  twenty- 
sixth  at  a  cost  of  $6,500. 

The  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co.,  Sullivan 

county,  has  built  a  new  tipple  and  installed 

shaker  screens  at  their  Citizens’  mine,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  which  they  have  built  side  tracks  from 
S.  1.  R.  R.,  placing  the  mine  on  the  list  of  rail¬ 
road  shipping  mines. 

The  Southern  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  Sullivan 

county,  has  sunk  and  equipped  with  stairs  a  sec¬ 
ond  outlet  at  their  Semi-Block  mine. 

The  Ayrshire  Coal  Co.,  Pike  county,  during 

the  month  of  September  installed  a  link  belt 
washer  at  their  No.  4  mine.  The  washer  has  a 
capacity  of  150  tons  per  eight  hours,  and  cost 
$6,000. 

The  Oak  Hill  Coal  Co.,  of  Vermillion  county, 
has  installed  an  electric  light  plant  of  125  volts 
at  the  bottom  of  the  Oak  Hill  mine,  the  purpose 
being  to  light  the  bottom  of  the  shaft  and  double 
partings. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Vanderburgh  county, 
has  erected  a  new  pit  head  and  tipple,  built  two 
new  cages  and  made  other  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  at  the  Diamond  mine. 

The  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co.  has  installed 
motor  haulage  in  their  Farnsworth  mine,  Sulli¬ 
van  county ;  also  made  other  improvements  inci¬ 
dent  to  a  large  output. 

The  Jackson  Hill  Coal  Co.,  Sullivan  county, 
has  installed  a  third-rail  motor  haulage  system 
in  the  Jackson  Hill  No.  2  mine. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  has  installed  traction 
motor  haulage  in  the  east  side  of  the  Island  No.  1 
mine,  Greene  county,  in  addition  to  which  they 
have  expended  about  $20,000  on  improvements 
of  various  kinds  at  many  of  their  other  mines. 

The  Charles  F.  Keeler  Coal  Co.  has  added  a 
new  generator  to  their  electric  light  plant  at  their 
Atherton  mine,  Vigo  county,  also  installed  -  two 
new  tubular  boilers. 

The  Crawford  Coal  Co.  has  completed  and 
equipped  with  a  stairway  the  secoml  outlet  at 
their  No.  4  and  No.  8  mines. 

The  Southern  Indiana  Coal  Co.  has  installed 
a  system  of  light  motor  gatherers  at  the  Hoosier 
No.  1  mine,  which  not  only  will  reduce  the  cost 


of  handling  the  coal,  but  will  add  greatly  to  the 
producing  capacity  of  the  mine. 

Changes  in  Ownership  and  Organization  of 
New  Coal  Companies. 

Coal  trade  during  part  of  1904  and  all  of 
I!i05  was  generally  in  a  depressed  condition. 
Notwithstanding  this  fact  capital  has  been  more 
eagerly  seeking  investment  in  mining  property 
within  the  past  twelve  months  than  ever  before 
in  the  history  of  the  state.  During  that  period 
eighty-one  of  tlie  largest  producing  mines  in  the 
state  changed  hands,  these  transfers  representing 
an  aggregate  of  approximately  thirteen  million 
eight  hundred  thousand  ($1 3,800, (KX))  dollars, 
or  more  than  half  the  production  and  value  of 
operating  plants  in  the  state.  There  were  also 
seven  new  coal  companies  formed  during  that 
time,  three  of  which  are  operating  block  coal 
and  four  bituminous  mines.  The  names  and  lo¬ 
cation  of  these  new  companies  are  as  follows : 
The  Monarch  Block  Coal  Co.  and  Progressive 
Coal  Co.,  both  operating  block  coal  mines,  are 
located  in  Clay  county,  and  the  Domestic  Block 
Coal  Co.  in  Vigo  county.  One  of  the  Bituminous 
Coal  Co.’s  mines,  the  Metzer  Coal  Co.,  is  located 
in  Clay  county.  'I'he  Clover  Leaf  Coal  Co.  and 
Carlisle  Coal  &  Clay  Co.,  both  bituminous,  are 
located  in  Sullivan  county.  The  Lower  Vein 
Coal  Co.,  also  bituminous,  is  located  in  Vigo 
county. 

Of  the  eighty-one  mines  changing  hands,  sev¬ 
enty-one  bituminous  and  one  block  coal  mine 
were  bought  and  their  operations  assumed  by  six 
large  coal  companies,  viz.,  the  Dering  Coal  Co., 
Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co.,  Southern  Indiana 
Coal  Co.,  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  United 
Fourth  'Vein  Coal  Co.  and  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co. 

The  Dering  Coal  Co.  was  the  first  of  these  to 
organize.  On  February  first  this  company  as¬ 
sumed  the  ownership  and  operations  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mines.:  Bruiiettes  Creek  No.  5,  now  called 
Dcring  No.  5;  Riverside,  Dering  No.  6;  Brui¬ 
iettes  Creek  No.  3,  Dering  No.  7 ;  Rhodes,  Dering 
No.  8;  Glen  Oak,  Dering  No.  9;  Klondike,  Der¬ 
ing  No.  10;  Bruiiettes  Creek  No.  6,  Dering  No. 
12;  Mildred,  now  called  Dering  No.  13;  Wilfred, 
now  the  Dering  No.  14.  and  the  Willow  Grove, 
which  is  now  known  as  Dering  No.  15. 

On  .April  first  the  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co. 
assumed  the  ownership  and  operations  of  the  Gil- 
mour.  Bunker  Hill,  Caladonia,  Green  Hill,  Phoe¬ 
nix  No.  1.  Phoenix  No.  3,  Phoenix  No.  4,  Cum¬ 
mins,  Hocking,  Citizens'  and  Forest  Park  mines. 
.About  the  same  date  as  above  the  Southern  Indi¬ 
ana  Coal  Co.  took  over  control  of  seven  mines, 
live  of  which  are  located  in  Greene  and  two  in 
Sullivan,  as  follows:  Greene  county.  Hoosier  No. 
1,  Hoosier  No.  2.  Midland.  Tower  Hill.  Lattis 
Creek ;  and  in  Sullivan  county  the  Semi-Block 
and  Mammoth  Vein.  June  first  the  Consolidated 
Indiana  Coal  Co.  assumed  the  ownership  and 
operation  of  ten  mines  in  Sullivan  county,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  The  Union,  now  called  Consolidated  No. 
25;  Glendoria.  now  the  Consolidated  No.  26; 
A’irginia,  now  Consolidated  No.  28 ;  Star  City, 
now  Consolidated  No.  29 ;  St.  Clair.  Consoli¬ 
dated  No.  30;  White  Ash,  Con.solidated  No.  31; 
Hymera  No.  2.  Consolidated  No.  32 ;  Hymera 
No.  3,  Consolidated  No.  33;  and  Hymera  No.  4. 
now  called  Consolidated  No.  34. 

I'he  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  was  the  next  to  form. 
September  first  this  company  took  over  and  as¬ 
sumed  the  operation  of  twenty-seven  mines,  situ¬ 
ated  along  the  1.  &  the  Logansport  Branch, 
and  main  line  of  the  \\andalia  Railroad,  five  of 
which  are  in  Clay  county,  nine  in  Greene,  one  in 
Knox,  three  in  Parke,  two  in  Sullivan  and 
seven  in  Vigo  county.  The  names  of  the 
mines  prior  to  the  time  of  their  purchase  and 
the  numbers  under  which  they  are  now  op¬ 
erated  are  here  given.  In  Clay  county  the  Asher- 
ville  No.  1,  now  called  the  Vandalia  No.  .50; 
Fairview,  Vandalia  No.  60 ;  Pearl.  Vandalia  No. 
63;  Cloverland  No.  1.  V'andalia  No.  64.  and  the 
Cloverland  No.  2,  now  called  Vandalia  No.  65. 
In  Greene  county.  Island  No.  1.  now  called  Van¬ 
dalia  No.  2 ;  Island  No.  5,  Vandalia  No.  4 ; 
Island  No.  2.  Vandalia  No.  5;  Island  No.  3,  Van¬ 
dalia  No.  6 ;  South  Linton,  Vandalia  No.  3 ; 
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Atlas  No.  1,  Vandalia  No.  8;  Atlas  No.  2.  Van- 
dalia  No.  9;  Island  Vallc}-  No.  2.  Vandalia  No. 
21,  and  the  White  Rose,  now  called  Vandalia 
No.  20. 

In  Knox  county,  the  Enterprise,  now  called 
Vandalia  No.  40.  In  Parke  county,  the  Minshall 
No.  1,  Vandalia  No.  316;  Minshall  No.  2,  Van¬ 
dalia  No.  317,  and  the  Raccoon,  now  called  Van¬ 
dalia  No.  314.  In  Sullivan  county,  the  Dugger 
mine,  now  called  Vandalia  No.  30;  Island  No.  4, 
Vandalia  No.  10.  In  Vigo  county,  the  Hector, 
now  the  Vandalia  No,  68;  Rosebud,  Vandalia 
No.  67 ;  Royal,  Vandalia  No.  66 ;  Broadhurst, 
Vandalia  No.  81;  Greenfield  No.  1,  Vandalia 
No.  80;  Lost  Creek,  Vandalia  No.  69,  and  Sugar 
Creek  No.  1,  now  called  Vandalia  No.  82. 

A  short  time  later  the  United  Fourth  Vein 
Coal  Co.  was  organized  and  purchased  the  fol¬ 
lowing  mines:  Island  Valley  No.  4,  Black  Creek, 
Island  Valley  No.  3,  Glenburn,  Antioch,  North 
Linton  and  Black  Hawk.  Sixty-eight  of  the 
mines  owned  and  operated  by  the  above  coal  com¬ 
panies  are  located  in  the  five  following  counties : 
Clay,  five ;  Greene,  twenty-two ;  Sullivan,  twenty- 
six;  Vermillion,  five;  and  Vigo,  ten.  These  five 
counties  produced  in  1904  7,281,445  tons  of  coal, 
or  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  entire  produc¬ 
tion  of  bituminous  coal  of  the  state ;  Greene 
and  Sullivan  counties  alone  producing  3,897,938 
tons,  or  nearly  one-third  the  total  output.  _  Con¬ 
sidering  the  fact  that  out  of  twenty-five  mines  in 
Greene  county  the  six  companies  above  men¬ 
tioned  own  twenty-two,  and  of  the  thirty-four 
in  Sullivan  county  they  own  twenty-six,  while 
in  Clay,  Knox,  Parke,  Vermillion  and  Vigo 
counties  they  have  purchased  none  but  the  larg¬ 
est  producing  mines,  it  is  evident  that  con¬ 
siderable  more  than  one-half  the  production  of 
bituminous  coal  in  the  state  will  be  con¬ 
trolled  by  them.  In  addition  to  the  above  the 
following  changes  in  ownership  were_  made  in 
190,5 — viz. :  The  North  West  mine,  in  Greene 
county,  was  bought  and  operation  taken  over  in 
December  by  the  Central  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
The  Carbon  mine,  in  Pike  county,  was  sold  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  to  the  Ayrshire  Carbon  Coal  Co. 
The  Winslow  Gas  Coal  Co.’s  property  was  sold 
at  public  sale  during  the  summer,  but  we  have 
been  unable  to  learn  the  name  of  the  company 
who  made  the  purchase.  The  S.  H.  Wulfrnan 
Coal  Co.,  also  in  Pike  county,  reorganized  during 
the  fall  months  and  is  now  known  as  the  Patoka 
Valley  Coal  Co.  The  Lewis  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
in  Clay  county,  disposed  of  their  mine  at  Coal- 
month  to  the  Big  Vein  Coal  Co.,  of  Terre  Haute. 
The  Oak  Hill  and  McClellan  Sons  coal  properties 
in  Vermillion  county  were  purchased  in  October 
by  the  Shirkie  Bros.  The  Reliance  Coal  Co.,  in 
Sullivan  county,  changed  hands  in  November. 
It  was  sold  to  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago. 
In  Vigo  county  the  old  Chicago  No.  6,  or 
Monkey  mine,  was  purchased  during  October  by 
M.  D.  West  and  three  partners,  who  have  secured 
a  new  block  of  coal  near  the  old  mine,  which  they 
will  open  up. 

Sixteen  mines  were  abandoned  during  the  year, 
in  addition  to  which  the  Caladonia  mine,  owned 
by  the  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co.,  reduced  its 
working  force  to  less  than  ten  men.  This  shows 
an  increase  of  two  in  number  of  abandoned  mines 
over  the  new  ones  opened. 

Summary. 

The  following  summary  contains  most  of  the 
important  totals  for  the  year ; 

Number  of  counties  having  shipping  mines... 

Number  of  companies  operating  mines .  "5 

Number  of  new  companies  organized .  “ 

Number  of  new  mines  opened .  14 

Number  of  mines  changing  hands .  81 

Number  of  machine  mines. .  76 

Number  of  pick  or  hand  mines .  114 

Total  number  of  mines  working  more  than 

ten  men  .  208 

Number  of  mines  abandoned .  16 

Number  of  pick  miners  employed .  8,760 

Number  of  machine  runners  and  helpers  em¬ 


ployed  .  876 

Number  of  loaders  employed .  3,693 

Number  of  inside  day  and  monthly  men  em¬ 
ployed  .  1,657 

Total  number  of  all  employes .  18,609 

Number  of  mules  used . . .  1,449 

Number  of  electric  chain  machines . . .  374 

Number  of  compressed  air  punching  machines  158 

Total  number  of  mining  machines .  432 

Number  of  electric  traction  mine  motors .  23 

Number  of  third-rail  electric  mine  motors...  11 

Total  number  of  motors. .  34 

Number  of  dynamo  engines .  85 

Number  of  dynamos .  85 

Number  of  compressors .  25 

Number  of  steam  boilers .  385 

Number  of  hoisting  engihes .  190 

Number  of  automatic  cages .  244 


Number  of  shaker  screens .  42 

Number  of  box  car  loaders .  26 

Number  of  coal  washers .  1 

Total  estimated  value  represented  by  tables 

of  maehincry  . $1,531,235.00 

Toni  number  of  days  mines  have  been  op¬ 
erated  .  29,277 

To  al  tons  hand-mined  b  ock  coal .  583,662 

Total  tons  machine-mined  block  coal .  75,073 

Total  tons  of  block  coal . . .  658,735 

Total  tons  bituminous  hand-mined  coal .  6,275,540 

Total  tons  bituminous  machine-mined  coal...  -1,061.697 

Total  tons  bituminous  coal .  10,337,237 

Total  tons  hand-mined  coal .  6,85t(,202 

Total  tons  machinc-mined  coal .  4,136,770 

Total  tons  of  coal  produced .  10,995,972 

Total  tons  of  coal  consumed  in  Indiana .  5,786,035 

Total  tons  coal  shipiied  outside  the  state .  5,209,937 

Total  wages  paid  to  miners . $6,1 74, 74!). 73 

Total  wages  paid  to  inside  day  and  monthly 

men  .  .  2,100,474.38 

Total  wages  paid  to  outside  day  and  monthly 

men  .  1,078,670.44 

Total  wages  paid  to  all  employes .  9,353,894.55 

.Amount  expended  on  imiirovements .  149,838.12 

Total  number  of  fatalities .  47 

Total  number  of  serious  accidents .  103 

Total  number  of  minor  accidents.  . . .  101 

Total  number  of  accidents  to  employes .  251 


Production  in  Kjsntucky  in  I90S. 

Kadi  year  since  1896  the  coal  production  of 
Kentucky  has  shown  an  increase  in  quantity, 
until  in  1905  the  output  was  two  and  oiie-half 
times  that  of  1891).  It  amounted  to  8,432,523 
short  tons,  which  had  a  value  on  the  spot  of 
$8,385,232. 

Compared  with  1904,  when  the  production 
amounted  to  7,576,482  short  tons,  the  output  in 
1905  shows  an  increase  of  856,041  tons,  or  11.3 
per  cent,  while  the  value  increased  in  somewhat 
less  proportion  from  $7,868,192  to  $8,385,232,  a 
gain  of  $517,040,  or  6.6  per  cent.  In  Kentucky, 
as  in  most  of  the  more  important  coal-producing 
states,  particularly  in  those  east  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river,  the  increase  in  production  was  ac¬ 
companied  liy  a  decline  in  price,  that  for  Ken¬ 
tucky  falling  from  $1.04  in  1904,  to  99  cents  in 
190.5' 

The  decline  in  price  in  1905,  as  in  1904,  was 
partly  compensated  for  in  the  larger  number 
of  tons  mined  for  each  employe  and  in  a  decided 
increase  in  the  production  by  machines.  In  1905 
a  total  of  14,685  men  were  employed  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Kentucky,  working  an  average  of  two 
hundred  days  and  producing  an  average  of  2.85 
tons  per  day  and  571  tons  for  the  year;  as 
against  14,200  men,  who  worked  an  average  of 
197  days  in  1904,  and  who  produced  2.71  tons 
each  per  day  and  532.9  tons  each  during  the 
year.  In  1903  the  average  production  per  man 
was  525.2  tons  for  the  year,  and  2,54  tons 
for  each  day,  while  in  1902  the  corre¬ 
sponding  figures  were  respectively  493  and 
2.35.  These  figures  indicate  a  steady  improve¬ 
ment  in  productive  capacity  per  employe.  That 
this  was  due,  in  part  at  least,  to  the  installation 
of  undercutting  machinery,  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  in  1903  there  were  308  mining  machines 
employed  in  the  production  of  2,843,805  short 
tons  of  coal,  in  1904  the  number  of  machines  was 
increased  to  453,  and  the  machine-mined  pro¬ 
duction  to  3,595,513  tons,  and  in  1905  the  number 
of  machines  in  use  was  510,  a  gain  of  57,  and  the 
machine-mined  coal  amounted  to  4,337,271  tons, 
a  gain  of  741,758  tons.  In  1904  the  percentage 
of  machine-mined  coal  to  the  total  product  wa.. 
47.5,  while  in  1905  the  percentage  was  51.4. 

The  coal-mining  industry  of  Kentucky  was  not 
materially  affected  by  labor  troubles  during  1905. 
Strikes  occurred  at  thirteen  mines  and  at  one  of 
these  while  fifty  men  were  on  strike  for  three 
hundred  davs,  the  mine  was  idle  but  one  day. 

Kentucky’s  coal  product  is  drawn  from  two 
great  coal  fields,  one  in  the  eastern  and  one  in 
the  western  part  of  the  state.  The  total  area 
underlaid  by  coal  in  the  eastern  counties  of  the 
state  is  estimated  at  11,180  square  miles.  The 
coal-bearing  areas  in  the  western  part  of  the 
state  are  estimated  to  contain  5,800  square  miles, 
or  somewhat  more  than  one-half  of  that  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state.  Up  to  the  close  of 
1904  the  western  district,  however,  produced 
considerablj'  more  than  half  the  total  output  of 
the  state,  but  the  recent  developments  in  Pike, 
Johnson,  ;md  other  counties  of  the  eastern  por¬ 
tion  of  Kentucky  lead  to  the  impression  that  the 
production  in  the  eastern  district  will  soon  ex¬ 
ceed  that  of  the  western. 

'I'he  data  here  given  are  taken  from  a  forth¬ 
coming  report  of  Mr.  E.  W.  Parker,  statis¬ 
tician  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
on  the  production  of  coal  in  1905. 


^lot  to  Contest  AntuRebate  Law 

In  reference  to  newspaper  reixirt-  that  the 
railroads  of  the  country,  under  the  le.idi-rship  'd 
the  Pennsxlvania  railroad,  were  plannii’  tc  ih 
feat  the  purposes  and  contest  the  validity  of  the 
new  Interstate  Commerce  act,  the  Penn-y'  ani.i 
Rtiilroad  Co.  authorizes  the  following  U-.i  -tneut. 

'■  The  Pennsylvania  Rtiilroad  Co.  i  not  seekm  ■ 
to  contest  the  validity  of  the  new  law.  either  >11 
its  own  behalf  or  in  conjunction  with  other  rail¬ 
roads.  .Xn  exhaustive  study  of  the  metisure  is 
being  made  by  both  its  legal  and  traffic  depart¬ 
ments.  for  the  pitrpose  of  clearly  understanding 
its  scope  and  requirements,  in  order  that  they 
may  be  properly  complied  with.  .\s  is  well 
known,  tlie  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  many 
years  ago  took  a  very  firm  stand,  which  it  has 
maintained,  in  ojiposition  to  freight  rate  rebating, 
and  tlie  policy  of  the  company  has  been  to  favor 
any  metisure  which  would  entirely  eliminate  such 
practices  from  .American  railroading.  In  so  far 
as  it  understands  the  purpose  of  the  new  law, 
therefore,  it  is  this  company's  intention  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commis¬ 
sion  in  carrying  it  out,  with  the  confident  expecta¬ 
tion  that  the  law  will  be  administered  fairly  and 
intelligently.” 

July  Anthracite  Tonnage. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  by  months 
amounted  to  4,981,448  tons,  against  4.546,74.'!  tons 
in  July  last  year.  The  effects  of  the  spring  tie-up 
in  the  anthracite  district  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  year’s  shipments  to  date,  which  aggregate 
30,367.249  tons,  contrasted  with  35, 26;!, 740  tons 
in  the  corresponding  time  last  year. 

The  shipments  over  the  various  roads  for 
July  and  since  January  first  compare  as  follows 


with  the  like  periods  of  1905  : 

- July -  - Tanuaryl. - 

1906.  •  lOO.a.  1906.  190.5. 

Keadins  .  937.098  913,066  6,091,121  7,101,510 

I.eIii,S!li  X'allcy...  832,903  768,074  4,518,412  5.799.126 

lersev  Central..  591,!)84  581,361  3,747,210  4,503,415 

1).,  L.  &  W _  826,424  674,916  5,138.008  5.424.518 

Del.  &  Hudson.  484,443  476,052  3,060,513  3,415.934 

Pennsylvania  ..  429,368  352.020  2,601,626  2,859.952 

Erie  .  510,787  430,614  3,123,155  3.573.195 

N.  Y.,  ().  &  W.  231,969  271,906  1,318,151  1.665,518 

Del.,  S.  &  S...  136,472  131,834  768,751  920.512 


Total  . 4,981,448  4,546,743  30,367,249  35,263,740 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  in  July 
for  the  last  four  years  compare  as  follows: 

1906.  1905.  1904.  1903. 

January  .  5,458,048  4,408,578  4,134,245  5  964,950 

February  .  4,712,099  3,922,609  4,326,260  5,070.608 

.March  .  5,745,868  5,258,537  4,375,033  5,21  1,450 

April  .  488,203  5,278.401  5,407,786  5  044,998 

.May  .  3,254,230  5,844,0.52  5,728.795  5,156,4  49 

June  .  5,676,018  5,844,052  5,728.795  5,436,497 

July  .  4,984,448  4,546.743  4,623,527  5.377,495 

August  .  5,041,838  4,331,854  5.169,402 

September  .  3.y07.(»0()  5. (>34, 444 

October  .  5,025,3()4  5,131,543  3,5J5?5,(>t3 

November  .  5,431,584  5,4 1‘), STS  4,091,148 

December  .  5.385,113  5,003,144  4.359,74?’ 


Totals  . 30,3(>7,249  (U, 410, 301  57,493,533  59  303,830 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Fop  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transiiorted 
over  its  line  for  the  w-eek  ending  .August  eleventh, 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to 
date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1!)0.‘) : 

llroad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Aug.  11.  1906..  13,607  12.352  25.960 

Corresponding  week,  1905....  11,057  18,371  29,12!) 

Total  for  l!)0(i  .  463.978  66!). 673  1,133,651 

Corresponding  period,  1905...  408,537  556,687  965,22) 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  IDOC)  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year 
amounted  to  1  (>8.427  tons. 

Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
liranch  of  the  Xew  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  July  thirty-first  amounted  to 
i;i(),21()  tons,  making  a  total  to  tinit  date  of 
717  tons,  as  compared  with  a.iisi;,  |  sp  tons  for 
the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease  of 
1,7S(),472  tons. 

There  was  no  coke  tonna.ge  for  the  s.ime  week, 
so  that  the  total  for  this  year  remained  :i''.!'!)2 
tons,  as  compared  with  .Ml.ldt)  tons  for  the  -.ame 
period  last  vear,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year 
of  17,108  to'ns. 
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W.  G.  Cronkright,  Baronet. 

Pittsburg’s  worthy  representative  among  the 
Sentries  of  the  Order  of  Kokoal  is  W.  G.  Cronk¬ 
right,  who  holds  the  important  office  of  Baronet. 
Mr.  Cronkright  is  a  Wolverine,  having  been  born 
in  Ottawa  county,  Michigan,  in  1808,  where  he 
obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  for  which 
that  state  is  so  justly  famous. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  yielded  to  the  allure¬ 
ment  of  the  great  west,  where  he  spent  the  next 


W.  G.  Cronkright,  Baronet. 


ten  years  of  his  life  in  various  pursuits  offered  in 
the  territory  extending  from  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah,  to  Galveston,  Te.xas.  During  this  period 
of  his  life  he  was  at  different  times  engaged  in 
mining,  ranching,  and  in  some  of  the  enterprises 
made  possible  by  the  government  in  its  opening 
to  settlement  great  tracts  of  the  public  domain  in 
Oklahoma  and  the  Indian  Territory. 

Mining,  however,  seems  to  have  become  his 
chief  love,  for  soon  after  going  to  Pittsburg  in 
1897  he  became  interested  in  a  coal  mining  enter¬ 
prise,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  coal  man,  of 
constantly  increasing  prominence  and  influence, 
lie  bas  now  for  some  time  been  the  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  Old  Colony  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  whose  coal  and  coke  operations  are 
at  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county,  Pa.  He  also 
holds  the  some  positions  with  the  Glen  Easton 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  operating  at  Moimdsville,  Mar¬ 
shall  county,  W.  Va. 

One  of  the  first  Pittsburgers  to  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Order  Kokoal,  and  very  enthusiastic 
as  to  the  objects  and  tbe  successful  future  of  the 
order,  Mr.  Cronkright  can  be  counted  upon  to 
perform  the  duties  and  meet  the  responsibilities 
of  his  office  efficiently,  as  well  as  to  bear  its 
honors  gracefully. 

Bell  Leland  Tuttle,  Gazook, 

The  Kokoals,  recently  assembled  in  annual 
powwow,  selected  for  the  responsible  office  of 
Gazook  one  of  the  best  known  coal  men  of  west¬ 
ern  New  York,  D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  at  Buf¬ 
falo.  Mr.  Tuttle  is  a  man  in  the  prime  of  life, 
with  many  achievements  behind  him,  but  with 
ample  time  before  him  for  many  more.  He  is  a 
native  of  Cattaraugus  county.  New  York,  where 
he  was  born  in  1855,  and  received  his  education 
at  the  public  schools  there  and  at  the  famous  old 
Dunkirk  Academy,  where  he  graduated  in  1874. 
He  soon  after  entered  the  mercantile  business  in 
partnership  with  his  father  at  Little  Valley,  N.  Y., 


under  the  name  of  S.  A.  Tuttle  &  Son,  where  he 
continued  until  1885.  During  these  earlier  years 
of  active  life  he  showed  not  only  business  ca¬ 
pacity,  but,  as  well,  ability  as  a  leader  of  men, 
becoming  prominent  in  local  i)olitics  and  being 
cho.sen  to  fill  various  political  offices  in  that 
eounty.  He  had  the  somewhat  unusual  experi¬ 
ence  of  being  a  successful  .candidate  for  office  at 
the  first  election  after  attaining  his  majority. 

In  1885,  feeling  that  he  was  capable  of  business 
success  in  a  larger  spliere  than  that  of  the  county 
seat,  he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pitts¬ 
burg  railroad  and  held  successfully  the  positions 
of  private  secretary  to  the  general  superintendent, 
chief  clerk  of  the  road,  and  traveling  car  agent, 
all  in  the  course  of  five  years. 

In  1890  he  resigned  his  position  with  the  Buf¬ 
falo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  railway  to  become 
superintendent  of  transportation  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Saginaw  &  Mackinac  railway,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  but  returned  to  Buf¬ 
falo  in  1892  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  His  promotion 
with  this  company  was  rapid,  his  ability  being 
rapidly  recognized  and  acknowledged,  so  that  in 
1898  he  was  made  sales  agent  for  the  wide  terri¬ 
tory  controlled  from  the  Buffalo  office,  which  in- 
clude.s  western  New  York,  western  Pennsylvania, 
Michigan,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  northern  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

Although  giving  that  close  attention  necessary 
to  the  great  volume  of  business  connected  with 


D.  L.  Tuttle,  Gazook. 

the  proper  covering  of  so  large  a  territory,  Mr. 
'I  uttle  has  found  time  for  many  other  activities. 
Among  these  may  be  noted  directorships  of  the 
Central  Dock  &  Terminal  Railway  Co.,  of  Buf¬ 
falo,  the  Citizens’  National  Bank  of  Springville, 
N.  Y.,  and  of  the  Silver  Lake  Assembly;  the 
chairmanship  of  the  railway  department  of  the 
Buffalo  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association,  and 
the  presidency  for  a  time  of  the  Epworth  League 
of  the  Genessee  Conference. 

Always  ’’nterested  in  public  questions,  Mr. 
Tuttle  has  a  mind  unusually  well  stocked  on 
many  topics,  financial,  political  and  religious. 
Adding  to  this  facility  of  speech  and  pleasing  ad¬ 
dress,  he  is  especially  popular  and  much  in  de¬ 
mand  as  a  public  speaker.  He  was  one  of  four 
selected  to  deliver  addresses  at  the  St.  Louis 
exposition  on  “Coal  Men’s  Day,’’  and  his  friends 
tell  him  that  when  the  coal  is  all  mined  and  sold 
he  can  make  a  fortune  as  a  lecturer. 


D 


Connellsville  Jubilee. 

Conncllsville,  Pa.,  inaugurated  its  centennial 
jubilee  luesday  morning  at  seven  o’clock.  At 
that  time  Governor  Pennypacker,  at  Harrisburg, 
touched  an  electric  button  which  rang  a  bell  in 
the  town  of  “Coke  and  Coal,’’  and  announced 
that  the  fijrmal  opening  of  the  four  days’  celebra¬ 
tion  had  begun. 

A  town  that  obtained  corporate  existence  a 
century  ago,  and  since  then  has  signallv  shared 
the  developments  of  western  Pennsylvania’s  in¬ 
dustries,  has  good  material  for  celebrating  the 
conclusion  of  its  first  century,  and  from  rejKjrts 
that  reach  us  the  Youghiogheny  valley  center  is 
improving  the  occasion  with  marked  zest. 

Connellsville  was  founded  as  a  town  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago,  and  takes  its  name  from  Zachariah 
Connell,  one  of  the  early  pioneers  who  settled 
on  the  banks  of  the  Youghiogheny  river,  oa  the 
site^  of  the  present  city,  over  a  century  ago. 

'I  he  town  is  best  known  as  being  the  center  of 
the  coke  region,  and  the  name,  “Conncllsvire 
coke,”  is  known  throughout  the  manufacturing 
world. 

It  is  a  thriving  town  and  the  center  of  a  thriv¬ 
ing  section.  As  the  growth  and  prosperity  which 
its  celebration  commemorates  are  tvpical  of  the 
industrial  prosperity  of  the  state  aiid  nation,  its 
festivities  will  be  accompanied  by  the  good  wishes 
of  all  its  friends  and  neighbors. 


Labor  Troubles  in  Coal  Mine. 

There  have  been  few  years  in  the  coal-mining 
history  of  the  United  States  when  there  was 
less  time  lost  through  labor  disaffections  than 
during  190.5,  says  Mr.  E.  \V.  Parker,  statis¬ 
tician  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
in  a  forthcoming  report  on  the  production  of 
coal  in  1905. 

The  most  serious  trouble  experienced  last  year 
was  in  Illinois  and  was  the  result  of  the  enact¬ 
ment  of  what  is  known  as  the  shot-firer’s  law. 
This  law,  which  was  highly  obnoxious  to  the 
operators,  required  the  employment  of  additional 
men  and  necessitated,  therefore,  an  extra  expense 
which  the  operators  in  a  large  number  of  cases 
refused  to  pay.  claiming  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
agreement  that  the  expenses  of  mining  coal 
were  not  to  be  increased  by  any  action  of  the 
miners,  and  that  this  legislation  had  been  ob¬ 
tained  at  tbe  instance  of  the  miners’  union.  A 
number  of  strikes  resulted,  and  as  a  serious 
disturbance  of  the  peaceful  conditions  which 
bad  existed  in  Illinois  for  several  years  seemed 
imminent,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  the  ar¬ 
bitration  of  Judge  George  Gray,  who  had  been 
chairman  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Strike  Com¬ 
mission.  Judge  Gray  decided  that  the  expenses 
should  be  equally  divided  between  the  miners  and 
the  operators.  Work  was  resumed  when  the 
arbitration  was  decided  upon  and  the  rest  of 
the  ye.y  was  comparatively  free  from  strike 
suspensions. 

The  number  of  men  on  strike  in  Illinois  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  was  15,289,  or  47.6  per  cent  of  the 
total  number  of  men  in  bituminous  mines  idle 
on  account  of  strikes  for  the  United  States. 
These  15,289  men  were  idle  an  average  of  twenty- 
one  days,  the  total  number  of  working  days 
lost  by  them  amounting  to  321.967,  or  42  per 
cent  of  the  entire  time  lost  by  strikes  in  all  the 
bituminous  mines  of  the  country.  Outside  of 
Illinois  the  principal  losses  of  time  by  reason 
of  strikes  were  in  Pennsylvania,  where  5,686 
men  were  idle  an  average  of  thirty-three  days: 
in  Ohio,  where  3,250  men  lost  an  average  of 
fifteen  days;  in  Kentucky,  where  923  men  lost 
an  average  of  sixty-eight  days;  in  Montana, 
where  at  one  mine  two  hundred  men  were  on 
strike  for  ISO  days;  and  in  Alabama,  where  the 
strike  inaugurated  in  1904  is  still  officiallv  in 
effect.  In  Iowa  and  Kansas  there  were  compara¬ 
tively  large  numbers  of  men  on  strike,  but  the 
time  lost  in  each  of  the  states  was  insignificant. 


Output  of  Dominion  Coal  Co. 

The  output  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.  in  Jul;. 
was  318,291  tons,  against  329.164  in  the  corre¬ 
sponding  month  last  year.  For  the  seven  months 
the  output  was  2,932.018  tons,  against  1,696.439 
tons  in  the  corresponding  period  last  year.  The 
July  shipments  aggregated  328,291  tons. 
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Peat  in  the  United  States  During  1905. 


The  government  report  on  peat,  to  which  refer¬ 
ence  is  made  elsewhere,  is  as  follows : 

During  1905  little  was  accomplished  in  the 
practical  utilization  of  peat,  although  the  year 
witnessed  great  activity  in  the  way  of  newspapp' 
articles  and  theoretical  discussions  regarding  it. 

Many  state  geological  surveys  have  given  atten¬ 
tion  to  peat  deposits,  and  several  reports  have 
appeared  dealing  with  the  subject,  but  none  of 
them  is  based  upon  original  work,  either  in  the 
field  or  in  the  laboratory,  and  hence  they  have 
done  little  toward  advancing  the  knowledge  of 
the  subject.  The  principal  use  of  such  publica¬ 
tions  has  been  to  keep  the  matter  before  the 
public  and  thereby  stimulate  private  interest  and 
investigation. 

The  following  companies  are  reported  as  in¬ 
terested  in  the  development  of  the  peat  industry, 
but  many  of  them  have  not  as  yet  installed  a 
plant,  and .  those  that  have  completed  their  in¬ 
stallation  are  not  beyond  the  experimental  stage: 

Orlando  Water  &  Light  Co.,  Orlando,  Fla. 

Illinois  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Indiana  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  Tyner,  Ind. 

Peat  Gas  &  Coal  Co.,  Portland,  Maine. 

Boston  Fuel  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

American  Peat  &  Fuel  Co.,  Capac,  Mich. 

Capital  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

Michigan  Peat  Co.,  Chelsea,  Mich. 

Michigan  Peat  &  Marl  Co.,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Van  Buren  Peat  Co.,  Gobleville,  Mich. 

Wolverine  Peat  Co.,  Vicksburg,  Mich. 

Mankato  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  Mankato,  Minn. 

Northern  Peat  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Willmar  Peat  Co.,  Willinar,  Minn. 

American  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  Lincoln  Park,  N.  J. 

Amalgamated  Peat  Fuel  Co.,  80  William  street. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Peat  Koal  Co.,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. 

Lamartine  Peat,  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wis. 

Western  Peat  Co.,  Marshall,  Wis. 

The  production  of  these  experimental  plants 
for  1905  is  estimated  at  2,000  tons.  The  work  of 
the  Orlando  Water  &  Light  Co.,  of  Orlando,  Fla., 
may  perhaps  be  considered  typical.  There  is  a 
popular  impression  that  peat  bogs  are  largely  if 
not  wholly  confined  to  northern  countries,  but 
this  is  not  correct,  since  Florida  has  some  of 
the  finest  deposits  of  peat  in  this  country.  The 
Orlando  company  is  working  on  a  deposit  filling 
a  small  lake  basin.  The  company  has  installed 
a  Leavitt  machine  with  a  belt  conveyor  for  trans¬ 
porting  the  peat  to  the  mill,  where  it  is  disinte¬ 
grated  and  molded  into  bricks  without  pressure. 
The  bricks  are  then  laid  out,  and  in  the  hot 
Florida  sun  soon  lose  a  large  percentage  of  their 
moisture.  As  the  peat  comes  from  the  bog  it 
carries  about  eighty-five  per  cent  of  water,  but 
in  a  few  days  after  the  bricks  have  been  manu¬ 
factured  this  is  reduced  to  thirty  per  cent  and 
finally  to  about  fifteen  per  cent  without  artificial 
drying.  When  the  bricks  have  reached  this  stage 
they  have  shrunk  to  about  one-half  their  original 
dimensions,  and  then  they  may  be  stacked  out  in 
the  weather  without  reabsorbing  an  appreciable 
amount  of  water. 

The  business  is  hampered  by  the  excessive 
rains  which  prevail  in  Florida  during,  the  wet 
season  from  June  to  November,  and  some  means 
of  artificial  drying  or  protection  must  be  resorted 
to  before  the  works  can  be  kept  in  continuous 
operation. 

Although  the  plant  has  not  passed  the  experi¬ 
mental  stage,  several  hundred  tons  of  the  ma¬ 
chine  peat  have  been  produced  and  used  under 
the  boilers  of  the  electric  light  plant.  It  is  con¬ 
fidently  believed  by  the  owners  that  peat  fuel 
produced  in  this  way  can  successfully  stand  in 
competition  with  hard-pine  wood  at  $3  per  cord 
and  Alabama  coal  at  $7  per  ton. 

The  most  interesting  and  perhaps  the  most 
valuable  experimental  work  that  has  been  done 
during  the  year  is  the  practical  tests  of  machine 
peat  as  a  producer-gas  fuel.  These  experiments 
were  carried  on  at  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  coal-testing  plant  at  St.  Louis  on  one 
carload  of  peat  from  Massachusetts  and  another 
from  Florida.  The  former  consisted  of  part 
raw  and  part  machine  peat,  and  both  kinds  were 
tried  in  the  producer,  but  the  quantity  of  peat 


was  not  sufficient  for  a  thorough  test.  Although 
there  were  many  large  fragments  of  wood  in  the 
peat,  that  part  which  was  machined  proved  to  be 
an  excellent  producer  fuel,  making  a  gas  of  high 
calorific  power  and  of  even  composition.  This 
test  was  regarded  as  quite  satisfactory;  but  when 
raw  peat  was  tried  the  work  of  the  producer  was 
not  satisfactory,  for  the  peat,  although  dry, 
burned  only  where  it  came  in  contact  with  the 
shell  of  the  producer,  and  thus  the  quality  of  the 
gas  was  spoiled. 

The  second  trial  was  made  on  a  car  of  machine 
peat  from  Orlando,  Fla.  This  gave  excellent 
results,  regarding  both  calorific  power  and  regu¬ 
larity  of  composition  of  the  gas,  also  ease  of 
firing. 

The  results  of  this  test  are  embodied  in  the 
following  table : 


PRODUCER-GAS  TEST  OF  FLORIDA  MACHINE 
PEAT. 

Pounds  consumed  in  producer. 

Per  electrical  horsepower: 

Peat  Com¬ 
as  Dry  biis- 

Fired.  Peat,  tiblc. 


Available  for  outside  purposes....  2.98  2.35  2.20 

Developed  at  switch  board  .  2.85  2.25  2.11 

Per  brake  horsepower: 

Available  for  outside  purposes.  . .  .  2.53  2.00  1.87 

Developed  at  engirie  .  2.43  1.92  1.79 

Equivalent  pounds  used  by  producer  plant. 

Per  electrical  horsepower: 

Available  for  outside  purposes.  . .  .  3.16  2.50  2.33 

Developed  at  switch  board .  3.03  2.39  2.24 

Per  brake  horsepower: 

Available  for  outside  purposes....  2.09  2.12  1.98 

Developed  at  engine  .  2.57  2.03  1.90 


Average  electrical  horsepower  .  205.0 

Average  B.  T.  U.  per  cubic  foot  of  gas .  175.2 

Total  peat  fired  . pounds,  29,250 


ANALYSES  SHOWING  AVERAGE  COMPOSITION. 


Peat. 

Moisture  . 

Volatile  matter  . 

Fixed  carbon  . 

Ash  . 


21.00 

22.11 

61.72 

5.17 


Sulphur 


100.00 

.45 


Gas  by  volume. 

12.4 
21.0 

18.5 
2.2 

45.5 
.4 

100.00 

In  starting  the  producer-gas  test  the  entire 
fuel  bed  was  built  up  of  the  Florida  peat,  and 
the  usual  preliminary  run  was  conducted  before 
the  official  test  was  begun.  The  official  test 
lasted  fifty  hours,  and  during  the  entire  period 
no  difficulties  were  experienced  either  in  main¬ 
taining  the  load  or  in  handling  the  fuel  bed. 

The  test  was  so  thoroughly  satisfactory  that 
there  is  little  to  report  outside  of  the  general 
results,  which  will  be  found  of  interest  to  those 
contemplating  the  use  of  this  fuel  for  producer- 
gas  purposes. 

Only  a  small  quantity  of  peat  remained  after 
the  producer-gas  test  was  made,  and  on  this  a 
steaming  test  was  made  which  lasted  4.07  hours. 
This  was  too  short  to  yield  satisfactory  results, 
but  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  such  tests  the  results 
may  be  of  value.  They  are  as  follows  : 

STEAMING  TEST  ON  MACHINE  PEAT  FROM 
ORLANDO.  FLA. 


Carbon  dioxide  (CO2)  . 
Carbon  monoxide  (CO) 

Hydrogen  (Ho)  . 

Methane  ((jH4)  . 

Nitrogen  (No)  . . 

Ethylene  (CoHj)  . . 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS. 

Heating  value  of  peat,  B.  T.  U.,  per  pound  of 

dry  peat  . . 

Duration  of  test  . hours. 

Kind  of  grate  . 

Force  of  draft:  . 

Under  stack  damper  . inches  of  water. 

Above  fire  . inches  of  water. 

Furnace  temperature  (by  Vanner  optical  jiyrom- 

eter)  . degrees  F., 

Dry  peat,  used  per  square  foot  of  grate  surface 

per  hour  . pounds, 

Ecjuivalent  water  evaporated  per  square  foot  of 

water-heating  surface  per  hour . .pounds, 

Percentage  of  rated  horsepower  of  boiler  de¬ 
veloped  . ,■■■)■  —  i 

Water  apparently  evaporated  per  pound  of  coal 

as  fired  . .pounds. 

Water  evaporated  from  and  at  212  deg.  F. : 

Per  pound  of  peat  as  fired  . pounds. 

Per  pound  of  dry  peat  . pounds, 

I’er  pound  of  combustible  . pounds. 

Efficiency  of  boiler,  including  grate . per  cent. 


10,082 

4.07 

Plain. 

0.69 

.13 

2,457 

33.49 

4.04 

113.2 

4.27 

6.00 

6.04 

6.63 

677.85 


Peat  as  fired : 

Per  indicated  horsepower  hour  . pounds,  5.60 

Per  electrical  liorsepower  hour  . pounds,  6.98 

Dry  peat: 

fer  indicated  horsepower  hour  . pounds,  4.68 

Per  electrical  horsepower  hour  . pounds,  5.78 

ANALYSES  OF  PEAT  USED. 

Proximate  of  peat  as  fired. 

Moisture  .  17.21 

Volatile  matter  .  24.85 

Fixed  carhon  .  51.01 

Ash  .  6.93 


100.00 

Sulphur  .  .49 

Ultimate  of  dry  peat. 

Carbon  .  57,17 

Hydrogen  .  5.18 

Oxygen  .  25.20 

Nitrogen  .  2.S9 

Sulphur  .  .59 

Ash  .  8.37 


100.00 

'  As  is  seen  by  reference  to  the  figures,  tlie  re¬ 
sults  secured  from  this  fuel  when  used  under 
the  boiler  are  exceedingly  gratifying.  Comparing 
the  dry  peat  per  electrical  horsepower  per  hour 
required  by  the  two  types  of  plants,  it  will  be 
noticed  that  the  steam  plant  used  5.78  pounds,  or 
2.4  times  as  much  as  the  producer-gas  plant, 
which  required  only  2.39  pounds. 

The  results  obtained  in  the  producer  plant  as 
well  as  under  the  steam  boiler  compare  favorably 
with  those  obtained  from  lignite  from  North 
Dakota,  as  shown  by  the  following  table: 

EOUIVALENT  POUNDS  OF  DRY  FUEL  USED  PER 
'ELECTRICAL  HORSEPOWER  HOUR  AS  DE¬ 
VELOPED  AT  SWITCHBOARD. 

Pounds. 


Florida  peat  in  producer  plant  .  2.39 

North  Dakota  lignite  in  producer  plant  .  2.29 

North  Dakota  lignite  in  producer  plant  .  1.90 

North  Dakota  lignite  in  producer  plant  .  1.80 

North  Dakota  lignite  in  producer  plant  .  2.08 

Florida  peat  under  a  steam  boiler  .  6.78 

North  Dakota  lignite  under  a  steam  boiler .  5.41 


These  results  show  that  peat  can  be  much 
more  successfully  used  for  the  generation  of 
power  in  a  producer  than  in  a  furnace  under  a 
steam  boiler.  Moreover,  they  show  that  when 
used  in  this  way  peat  may  become  a  successful 
competitor  of  coal,  even  where  the  latter  can  be 
easily  obtained. 

The  possiblities  which  these  experiments  seem 
to  open  are  great,  and  they  may  be  of  infinite 
value  to  such  states  as  Florida,  Massachusetts, 
Maine,  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  which  have 
little  or  no  coal  within  their  boundaries,  but  have 
large  deposits  of  peat  that  are  easily  accessible 
to  the  commercial  centers. 

During  the  year  1905  peat  moss,  in  the  form  of 
bales  packed  under  hydraulic  pressure,  was  im¬ 
ported  into  the  United  States  to  the  extent  of 
7,911  short  tons,  valued  at  $42,494.  This  peat 
moss  is  used  chiefly  for  stable  litter. 

Timber  Used  in  Mining. 

The  forest  service  and  geological  survey  of 
Pennsylvania  have  compiled  statistics  upon  tirn- 
ber  used  in  coal  mining  in  that  state,  which  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  wood  feature  of  the  coal  industry 
is  much  more  important  than  might  be  generally 
supposed. 

The  results  of  the  tabulations  show  that  121,- 
565,000  feet  board  measure  of  sawed  timber 
(equivalent  to  10,130,000  cubic  feet)  and  52,440,- 
000  cubic  feet  of  round  timber  were  used  during 
1905. 

The  total  value  of  the  sawed  timber  was  $1,842,- 
000,  or  $15  per  thousand  feet  board  measure.  The 
total  value  of  the  round  timber  was  nearly  double 
that  of  the  sawed  timber,  being  $3,468,000,  or  $6.60 
per  100  solid  cubic  feet — the  approximate  equiva¬ 
lent  of  the  average  standard  cord  of  128  cubic 
feet.  The  total  value  of  the  round  and  sawed 
timber  combined  was  $5,310,f'00,  or  about  S'/i 
cents  per  long  ton  of  coal  mined,  using  as  a 
basis  for  the  calculation  the  production  in  1905 — 
in  round  numbers  61,000,000  long  tons. 

Of  the  species  used  for  round  timber,  yellow 
pine,  of  which  a  large  amount  is  loblolly  pine 
from  the  south,  furnishes  one-half.  Oak  ranks 
next,  but  furnishes  a  much  smaller  proportion, 
according  to  the  reports. 

For  sawed  timber  hemlock  holds  first  place  in 
quantity,  while  yellow  pine  ranks  next. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


( )fi'ick  of  'I'liK  lli,A(  K  Diamond, 
Xkw  Yokk,  August  HI, 

'I'lic  anthracite  cf>al  trade  at  tidewater,  and 
.also  to  local  line  ])oints,  has  ([nieted  down  very 
consi<ler,ahly  during  the  week,  and  hut  little  I)nsi- 
ness  is  being  done,  at  the  inonicnt,  in  this  trade. 
'I'he  deniand  for  coal  during  the  first  ten  days 
of  the  month  developed  a  fair  .amount  of  ton¬ 
nage  for  the  current  mouth’s  shipment,  and  it 
w.as  generally  anticipated  that  it  might  continue, 
hut  this  has  not  been  the  case,  though  a  better 
demand  is  looked  for  later  in  tbe  month,  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  the  last  reduction  of  ten 
cents  from  the  full  circular  jirices. 

Buying  Will  Be  Light  This  Month. 

Aside  from  this  business,  there  is  not  likely 
to  he  any  active  buying  while  tbe  warm  weather 
[irevails,  as  it  is  known  tlnit  dealers  in  all  locali¬ 
ties  are  well  supplied  with  coal,  and  are  not 
inclined  to  incretise  these  stocks  with  practically 
little  or  no  movement  from  the  yards  at  jires- 
ent.  'I'here  is  such  a  lack  of  husiness  in  the 
retail  trade,  that  dealers  in  many  of  the  Larger 
cities,  to  iivoid  the  expense  of  keeping  their 
horses  idle,  are  putting  them  out  to  pasture 
until  sitch  time  as  they  may  again  be  needed,  re¬ 
taining  in  cases  only  a  few  teams  to  handle  the 
small  numher  of  orders  received.  On  the  whole 
there  is,  however,  quite  a  large  tonnage  being 
distributed  to  different  territory,  and  those  pro¬ 
ducing  conijianies  having  facilities  to  ship  to  the 
west  and  other  markets  at  distant  points,  which 
have  not  yet  received  their  full  quota,  do  not 
seem  to  feel  the  dullness  in  the  east,  as  they 
are  taking  advantage  of  this  period  of  inertia 
to  fill  up  the  requirements  of  markets  to  whicli 
tonnage  has  been  delayed  earlier  in  the  season. 

rile  effect  of  this  healthy  condition  is  that  the 
trade  maintains  a  strong  tone,  and  permits  of  the 
full  volume  of  production  being  mined,  while 
there  are  as  yet  no  indications  of  any  restrictions 
being' pl.'iced  upon  the  output,  which  will  continue 
on  the  present  basis,  except  where  affected  by 
shortage  of  cars. 

The  Impending  Car  Shortage. 

'fhere  is  as  yet  no  general  reduction  in  the 
numher  of  cars  available  for  current  use, 
though  they  are  somewhat  slower  in  getting  back 
to  the  originating  systems.  At  the  same  time 
they  are  already  hecoming  short  on  certain 


classes  of  business.  The  greatest  difficulty  to 
contend  with,  in  the  way  of  husbaiuliiig  cars, 
from  now  on,  will  be  due  to  the  largely  increased 
demand  through  the  enormous  frei  lit  traffic  of¬ 
fering  to  all  systems,  with  western  connections 
of  the  roads  already  short,  so  that  where  coal 
is  shipped  to  that  territory,  all  rail,  over  tliose 
roads,  cars  are  not  likely  to  be  returned  within 
a  reasonable  time,  the  foreign  roads  holding 
them  for  use  on  their  own  lines  to  secure  relief 
in  the  traffic  movement.  That  this  will  be  felt 
by  the  anthracite  coal  roads  at  prolyibly  an  early 
date,  there  is  no  doubt,  but  the  question  of 
most  importance  is  to  what  extent  it  will  affect 
the  transiiortation  of  coal,  and  should  it  extend 
into  the  active  fall  period  of  the  tr.ade,  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  shipments  would  be  seriously 
hindered. 

Trade  in  the  harbor  keeps  very  quiet  on  all 
sizes,  and  there  is  little  coal  being  shipped  upon 
it.  The  all-rail  deniand  has  also  fallen  off,  at 
least  temporarily,  after  a  season  of  phenomenal 
shipment,  but  it  is  thought  it  will  be  the  first 
of  the  markets  to  revive. 

The  steam  grades  do  not  show  any  signs  of 
activity,  and  in  instances  have  become  a  drug 
upon  the  market,  where  individuals  are  holding 
them  to  obtain  a  buyer. 

Some  Improvement  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

file  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  shows 
more  indications  toward  improvement,  and  a 
few  more  orders  are  apparently  available  for 
shipment  than  were  received  a  week  ago.  This 
status,  according  to  reports,  is  largely  due  to  the 
defection  of  stocks  in  consumers’  yards,  and  it  is 
iiotieed  that  most  orders  are  sent  in  from  cus¬ 
tomers  who  have  not  taken  on  any  coal  since 
April  first.  It  is  believed  that  this  gradual  in¬ 
crease  in  business  will  be  augmented  from  now 
on,  as  the  greater  number  of  stock  piles  will  be 
cleaned  up.  There  is  increased  evidence  almost 
daily,  at  the  present  time,  of  a  greater  desire 
to  olitain  some  coal  for  future  shipment,  re¬ 
sulting  in  more  business  with  some  interests, 
while  others  are  merely  making  inquiries  as  to 
price,  rather  indicating  that  they  will  soon  be 
out  of  coal,  but  fear  that  the  figures  asked  are 
too  high. 

Prices  this  year  have  been  advanced  about 
fifteen  cents  a  ton  on  all  the  standard  grades 
of  steam  coal,  owing  to  the  higher  wages  paid 
to  miners,  increasing  the  cost  of  production  just 


so  much,  while  in  other  fields  the  quality  of  the 
coal  demanded  a  higher  pr  ce  than  was  obtained 
for  several  years  pa'-t.  making  tiie  price  basis, 
thereby,  higher  aiul  more  uniform. 

Firm  Maintaining  of  Prices. 

'I  he  agreeable  feature,  in  the  naming  of  tlie 
present  prices,  is  that  operators  are  all  standing 
firm  on  current  quotatirms,  rather  sacrificing  the 
1  usiness  than  to  rece<le  frf>m  their  po.si.ion, 
.'iiul  it  ought  to  be  evident  to  those  buyers  who 
are  holding  off  in  the  hojie  of  obtaining  con¬ 
cessions,  on  future  shipments,  that  it  is  a  hope¬ 
less  attempt  this  year.  Operators  who  have 
been  curtailing  their  mine  product,  due  to  the 
lack  of  orders,  are  in  many  cases  finding  diffi¬ 
culty  in  making  shipments  promptly,  when  orders 
are  received,  owing  to  a  shortage  of  lalxir  to 
work  the  mines  at  a  sufficient  capacity  to  produce 
the  necessary  amount  of  coal  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirement  for  loading  cargo  at  tidewater,  often 
delaying  the  discharge  of  vessel  beyond  the  time 
limit. 

The  principal  feature,  however,  in  deterring 
the  trade  at  present,  is  the  shortage  of  cars  on 
practically  all  lines,  varying  only  in  degree,  as 
the  occasion  occurs,  some  of  the  roads  openly 
admitting  their  inability  to  furnish  the  necessary 
equiiunent  for  the  transportation  of  coal,  owing 
to  the  unprecedented  extent  summer  freight 
traffic  that  has  been  forced  upon  them,  with  which 
they  are  now  laboring.  There  seems  to  be  little 
hope  of  any  early  improvement,  in  fact  the 
rci'erse  is  more  likely  to  result. 

Coastwise  Trade  is  Quiet. 

Trade  in  the  east  does  not  show  the  develop¬ 
ment  noted  in  other  localities,  though  there  is 
a  little  more  business,  sufficient  to  take  care  of  a 
small  tonnage.  The  sound  trade  is  quiet.  Xew 
York  harbor  trade  seems  duller  than  it  has 
been  all  summer,  and  more  coal  has  been  ac¬ 
cumulating,  lately,  at  the  shipping  ports,  causing 
many  embargoes  to  be  placed  against  individual 
shippers.  Prices  are  also  lower  on  the  poorer 
grades  of  coal,  by  reason  of  this  condition,  some¬ 
times  offering  coal  down  below  cost. 

The  vessel  market  shows  no  change  from  a 
week  ago.  Philadelphia  quotes  rates  of  freight 
to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  60c ;  to  the 
sound,  ,50@55c;  Lynn,  Xewburyport  and  Bath, 
.S()@S,')c:  Portsmouth,  G.5c;  Saco  and  Gardiner, 
!)0c ;  Bangor,  7.5c. 


Market  ^lews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  l(S.~{Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — While  there  has  been  no  perceptible 
change  in  the  bituminous  market  during  the  past 
week,  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
amount  of  business  being  done  by  the  anthracite 
dealers.  'I'his  is  especially  true  of  the  lake  trade, 
which  has  picked  up  greatly.  Forwarding  by 
water  has  increased  over  thirty  per  cent  during 
the  past  seven  days  as  compared  with  that  of  the 
preceding  week.  Coal  has  been  coming  forward 
from  the  mines  much  more  freely,  the  output 
being  heavier  and  the  car  supply  somewhat  im¬ 
proved.  In  fact,  the  conditions  have  been  some¬ 
what  reversed  since  last  writing,  for  there  are 
now  more  cargoes  than  available  vessels,  and  an 
advance  in  carrying  rates  of  ten  cents  a  ton  has 
been  made  by  the  shippers.  Present  charges  are 
forty  cents  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  and  fifty 
cents  to  Alilwaukee  and  Chicago. 

"One  cause  of  the  vessel  owners’  shyness,”  said 
a  prominent  sales  agent  to  The  Black  Diamond, 
‘‘is  that  with  the  low  price  for  carrying  coal  and 
with  iilenty  of  down  cargoes  the  owners  are  not 
particularly  anxious  to  load  for  the  uptrip.  The 
principal  reason  for  this  is  that  so  many  of  the 
ports  are  poorly  equip|)ed  for  unloading,  and 
vessels  are  frequently  held  for  several  days  before 
they  can  discharge  their  eargoes.  ft  is  very  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  dealers  at  tbe  upper  lake  ports  must 
improve  their  dock  facilities  if  they  expect  to  get 
stock  promptly,  for  you  may  be  sure  the  well 


equipped  docks  will  get  the  business,  the  old- 
fashioned  ports  with  ancient  appliances  being 
seriously  discrimnated  against  by  the  vessel 
owners.  It  is  getting  so  that  it  is  next  to  im¬ 
possible  to  secure  hull  room  for  coal  destined  to 
certain  points,  for  it  is  a  foregone  conclusion  that 
the  vessel  which  loads  to  these  ports  will  be  held 
up  and  forced  to  lose  more  or  less  time  before 
they  can  get  rid  of  their  cargo.  Those  fellows 
will  have  to  begin  their  improvements  pretty  soon 
or  they  will  be  cut  out  of  the  loading  list.’’ 

Heavier  Anthracite  Lake  Shipments. 

There  arc  indications  that  the  eastern  market 
is  much  easier,  which  accounts  for  the  heavier 
shipment  for  lake  forwarding.  Better  time  is 
also  being  made  in  the  mines.  Total  shipments 
for  the  week  amount  to  108, S20  tons,  distributed 
as  follows : 


Destination. 

Tons. 

Destination. 

Tons. 

Duluth  . 

,  . .  .  ID.GOO 

.  .  .  500 

Chicago  . 

.  . .  .21), 740 

llyng  Inlet  . 

. . . .  too 

. .  .  .  150 

Sault  .  . .  .’ . 

Parry  Sound  .... 

_  1.000 

Waukegan  . 

Port  Arthur  .... 

Milwaukee  . 

. 24.s:^0 

Sheboygan  . 

_  7,000 

I’etosky  . 

_  GOO 

'I'he  cargo  reported  above  to  Sauk  Stc.  Alaric 
is  tbe  first  coal  laden  vessel  clearing  for  that 
port  this  season. 

Rail  orders,  while  not  so  active  as  lake  business, 


are  coming  in  more  freely,  the  dealers  having  in 
many  cases  finished  their  vacations  and  returned 
to  business.  1  hey  are  now  inclined  to  fill  their 
exhausted  bins.  'There  is  every  indication  that 
from  now  on  the  improvement  will  be  continued 
for  some  weeks  to  come. 

In  local  retail  circles,  however,  there  is  absolute 
idleness.  Xever  has  the  trade  been  more  com¬ 
pletely  at  a  standstill  at  this  season  of  the  vear. 
The  cause  may  be  found  to  an  extent  perhaps  in 
the  fact  that  Buffalo  has  had  more  hot  weather 
during  the  past  two  months  than  usually  falLs  to 
her  lot.  Xext  month,  however,  will  doubtless 
Witness  a  resumption  of  normal  conditions,  so 
far  as  the  trade  is  concerned. 

George  Henry,  president  of  the  Keystone  Coal 
Alining  Co.,  was  a  caller  on  Buffalo  dealers  this 
week. 

Alanager  Huntsingcr,  of  the  .\voine  mines,  has 
just  returned  from  a  two  weeks'  trip  through  his 
territory  and  reports'business  as  looking  up,  with 
a  fair  prospect  of  a  busy  fall. 

E.  C.  Roberts,  of  the  Shawmut  and  Hedstrom 
companies,  is  absent  in  West  A'irginia,  down  in 
the  famous  Hatfield  district.  His  friends  arc 
hoping  that  he  will  not  in  any  way  become  in¬ 
volved  in  the  feuds  which  appear  to  pervade  the 
atmosphere  in  that  section. 

With  the  e.xception  of  the  Xew  York  Central, 
none  of  the  railroads  are  yet  storing  coal.  The 
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Central  is  stocking  at  Syracuse,  and  this  fact  is 
looked  upon  by  certain  dealers  as  a  strong  indica¬ 
tion  that  an  improvement  in  the  bituminous 
market  may  be  expected  soon.  .A.  year  ago  a 
couple  of  large  jobbers  from  the  east  came  to 
Buiifalo  and  bought  up  :!,r>00  cars  of  coal.  This 
purchase  was  scattered  among  eight  or  ten 
dealers,  and  the  result  was  to  send  the  price  up. 
Local  dealers  are  now  huying  at  the  present  low 
prices  in  the  expectation  that  the.se  eastern  buy¬ 
ers  will  put  in  an  appearance.  If  .some  agent 
would  come  in  here  and  gobble  up  a  thousand 


Baltimore,  Md.,  August  {Special  Corre¬ 

spondence.) — While  the  market  conditions  about 
Baltimore  are  not  just  as  bright  now  as  they 
might  be  if  the  wishes  of  the  trade  generally 
were  to  be  carried  out,  yet  coal  men  here  are 
looking  hopefully  forward.  They  express  the 
belief  that  before  the  end  of  September  there 
will  be  an  awakening  all  along  the  line  that 

will  make  the  troubles  of  summer  dullness  be 

forgotten.  _  ,  ,, 

Anthracite,  on  a  stable  basis,  is  apparently  well 
able  to  take  care  of  itself  during  even  a  hot 
summer,  and  now  it  is  a  question  of  awaiting 
for  the  first  chill  winds  to  send  consumers 

hustling  for  fuel,  and  at  prices  that  will  be  nearly 
up  to  tbe  full  winter  schedule. 

But  with  bituminous  it  is  different.  With  the 
demand  flat  the  bottom  seems  to  have  dropped 
out  of  the  market  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Sales  were  reported  down  to  seventy-five  cents 
at  the  mines,  which  is  less  tha.n  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction,  and  the  best  grades  could  be  gotten 
at  from  $1.10  to  $1..50.  There  is  certainly  not 
much  margin  of  profit  in  such  prices. 

"The  safest  way  to  act  at  present  is  to  rest  on 
your  oars  and  float  on  a  contract  sea,  if  you 
have  enough  good  contracts  to  keep  you  go¬ 
ing,”  said  a  well  known  coal  man.  “But  1  hope 
to  see  the  turn  of  the  tide  before  long.  In  five 
or  six  weeks  things  should  be  looking  up  to  a 
considerable  degree.” 

Volume  of  Export  Trade  Is  Large. 

The  export  and  coastwise  business  is  going 
along  in  ^le  shape  as  far  as  bulk  is  concerned. 
Considerable  amounts  of  bituminous  are  moved 
weekly  by  sea  to  Bo.ston,  Providence  and  other 
New  England  ports,  and  there  has  beeen^  an 
awakening  in  the  southern  trade  again.  The 
recent  numerous  announcements  of  coal  charters 
also  give  promise  of  more  breaking  of  records, 
such  as  during  last  month  when  08,612  tons  to 
the  value  of  $175,821.25  tons  were  exported, 
mainly  to  Mexican  ports. 


Boston,  Mass.,  August  16. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  very  little  business  being 
done  in  the  anthracite  coal  market  in  this  locality 
and  trade  during  the  past  week  has  dwindled 
down  to  a  point  where  it  attracts  no  interest. 
The  situation  is  reported  as  being  as  quiet  on 
week  days  as  on  Sunday  and  with  many  in  the 
trade  away,  the  dull  conditions  prevailing  can  in 
a  measure  be  appreciated. 

Retailers  are  doing  so  meagre  a  business  that 
expenses  are  being  curtailed  where  possible  as  by 
sending  the  majority  of  their  horses  away  to 
pastures  they  evidently  not  expecting  thines  to 
revive  for  some  time.  No  one  looks  for  a  change 
toward  an  improvement  until  colder  weather  sets 
in,  though  the  return  of  many  householders  early 
in  September  on  account  of  tbe  opening  of  schools 
may  bring  in  some  orders  where  the  supplying 
of  bins  has  been  delayed. 

The  barges  employed  in  the  water  transporta¬ 
tion  of  coal  coastwise  are  not  showing  any  great 
cessation  in  their  movement,  they  being  appar¬ 
ently  loaded  when  arriving  at  the  shi])ping  ports 
and  are  again  sent  forward  to  be  discharged. 
That  some  of  this  coal  reaching  here  may  have 
to  go  into  storage  before  sales  can  be  made,  is 
altogether  likely,  though  when  it  is  on  the  market 


cars,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  local 
market  would  have  a  boom  the  effects  of  which 
would  not  disappear  for  many  weeks. 

So  far  as  the  local  bituminous  trade  is  con¬ 
cerned,  there  are  plenty  of  cars  to  handle  the 
business,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  immediate  short¬ 
age.  The  output  of  the  Allegheny  valley  mines 
continues  of  even  supply,  just  about  what  can  be 
cared  for.  ^Matters  in  the  mines  appear  to  1k’ 
running  smoothly,  and  there  is  apitarenily  no 
danger  of  further  trouble  with  the  men  for  a  long 
time  to  come. 


A  line  on  charters  may  be  gained  from  the 
following,  which  have  been  announced  within 
the  past  few  days : 

Schooner  Paul  Palmer,  to  Portland,  seventy 
cents :  schooner  Marie  Palmer,  to  Portland, 
seventy  cents;  schooner  Helen  J.  Seitz,  to  Port¬ 
land,  terms  withheld ;  schooner  Bradford  C. 
h'rench,  to  Salem,  seventy  cents ;  schooner 
Horace  A.  Stone,  to  Portsmouth,  seventy-five 
cents  and  twelve  days;  schooner  John  E.  Devlin, 
to  Boston,  seventy  cents,  bridge  money  and  ten 
days;  schooner  Harry  T.  Hayward,  to  Key  VVest, 
$1.'55  and  discharged  free;  schooner  Sallie  I’On, 
to  Jacksonville,  $1.00;  ship  Kenilworth,  to  San 
Eranciseo,  $7.00. 

Change  from  Steam  to  Electricity. 

The  announcement  of  the  conclusion  of  plans 
hy  which  the  old  Annapolis  Short  Line  railroad 
enters  into  a  consolidation  with  the  Marykuid 
Electric  Co.  under  the  financial  plan  of  the 
Ihiited  Railways  here  means  the  passing  of  an¬ 
other  steam  road.  The  line  will  be  electrified 
and  the  steam  locomotive  done  away  with.  It 
is  but  another  step  in  the  march  that  many  pre¬ 
dict  for  the  elimination  of  the  steam  locomotive 
generally.  ,  As  an  electric  line  consumes  in  power 
houses  less  coal  than  a  steam  road,  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  one  of  decided  interest  to  the  trade  out¬ 
side  of  haulage  questions. 

The  present  prosperity  of  the  south  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  aiding  Baltimore  in  its  pre.sent  rapid 
growth  as  an  industrial  center  The  once  over¬ 
conservative  town  has  gotten  a  hustle  on  itself, 
and  there  should  be  a  big  increase  of  coal  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  Monumental  city  during  the 
next  few  years. 

One  of  the  last  chapters  in  the  transfer  of  the 
Western  Maryland  railroad  from  Baltimore  city 
to  the  Gould  interests  is  had  in  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  the  subsyndicate  of  the  original  syn¬ 
dicate  framed  to  underwrite  the  bonds  of  the 
road  soon  after  the  property  changed  hands,  has 
lieen  dissolved. 


dealers  often  find  room  to  take  in  another  cargo 
merely  to  help  out  under  the  circumstances. 

The  shoalwater  ports  are  still  in  need  of  coal 
and  the  tonnage  going  to  them  is  fairly  large. 
The  all-rail  trade  has  fallen  off  considerably  and 
shipments  upon  it  are  reduced  accordingly,  though 
this  business  is  expected  to  show  an  carlied  period 
of  activity  than  in  other  lines. 

The  signs  of  improvement  in  the  bituminous 
coal  market  are  not  as  marked  as  at  other  points 
and  business  remains  dull  with  here  and  there 
an  order  to  help  out  on  shipments.  .\n  indica¬ 
tion  of  the  small  amount  of  tonnage  moving  was 
shown  by  the  fact  last  week  that  on  one  day  no 
cargo  discharged  at  Mystic  wharf  though  it  is 
said  there  was  plenty  of  coal  in  the  harbor. 
This  reflects  the  stagnant  condition  that  prevails 
here,  with  no  assurances  as  to  when  consumers 
will  be  ready  to  again  place  orders. 

It  was  thought  that  with  the  advance  of  ten 
cents  a  ton  on  the  standard  grades  of  coal  f.  o.  b. 
the  shipping  ports  at  1  lampton  Roads,  effective 
August  first  it  might  act  as  an  incentive  to  place 
orders  and  that  business  wotild  improve,  but  as 
yet  few  orders  have  been  received  for  shipment 
on  the  new  btisis. 

Prices  seem  to  hold  firm  on  the  higher  grades. 


One  hears  of  slight  deviation  from  regular  fig¬ 
ures.  but  it  is  difficult  to  place  them.  The  ve-  el 
freight  market  is  easy  and  rates  unchanged  from 
last  week.  .All  the  lower  ports  are  c|uoting  from 
(iOff/  7()c  to  Boston  and  50fiq,55c  to  the  Sound. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Piiii.AiiEi.i'iiiA,  I’a..  .August  10. —  (Special  Cor 
rcspondeiiee.) — The  anthracite  coal  traclc  at  thi^ 
center  is  very  (juiet  and  what  orders  were  received 
<'it  the  last  discount,  since  the  first  of  the  month, 
seem  to  be  generally  cleaned  up,  leaving  little 
business  in  the  hands  of  shippers  to  work  upon. 
This,  of  course,  is  only  natural,  with  dealers 
well  sujiplied  from  earlier  purchases  and  the  trade 
at  retail  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  warm  weather, 
no  increase  in  the  demand  is  looked  for  at  the 
moment,  though  with  the  closing  of  the  month, 
there  is  likely  to  be  the  usual  number  of  orders 
l)laced  for  shipment  before  the  discount  is  with¬ 
drawn. 

The  general  trade  continues  good  with  a  sttf- 
fiicient  qtiantity  of  coal  being  distributed  to  con¬ 
suming  interests  which  are  taking  practically  the 
entire  product  of  the  mines.  This  obviates  the 
accumulation  of  coal  in  first  hands  to  more  than 
a  slight  extent,  which  makes  the  prediction  good 
that  future  business  will  be  steady  and  augurs 
favorably  for  a  large  f:ill  demand. 

'I'he  more  important  shipments  are  still  going 
to  |)oints  west,  all-rail,  and  to  consignees  having 
contracts  for  their  yearly  supply,  upon  whiclt 
it  is  necessary  to  make  regular  delivery.  .As  yet 
there  has  hecn  no  apparent  need  to  restrict  the 
output  at  the  mines  and  the  production  continues 
pn  a  normal  basis.  Less  orders  are  available  for 
cargo  shipments  beyond  the  Delaware  capes,  this 
trade  having  been  well  supplied  tip  to  the  present 
time,  but  it  is  expected  to  become  more  active 
when  the  fall  trade  arrives. 

Bituminous  Coal  Gains  Strength. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  shows  some  slight 
im[)rovement  from  a  week  ago  and  the  indica¬ 
tions  are  that  further  development  will  follow 
along  this  line,  as  stocks  in  consumers'  hands  are 
lieing  used  up  to  a  point  where  orders  for  shi))- 
ment  will  become  necessary.  With  the  increa.sed 
business  received  by  the  operators  in  some  of  the 
mining  districts  it  would  seem  that  the  depres¬ 
sion  in  the  trade  can  soon  be  relegated  to  things 
of  the  past,  as  already  mines  are  working  on 
fuller  time. 

In  some  directions  the  recovery  is  more  pro¬ 
nounced  than  in  others,  which  show  a  tendency 
to  lag,  not  yet  obtaining  enough  orders  to  keep 
going,  being  probably  still  affected  by  the  stocks 
shipped  to  their  customers  at  an  earlier  period. 

'1  he  mining  interests  located  on  the  Beech  Creek 
railroad  that  were  idle  for  four  months  seem 
to  have  been  the  most  active  since  their  re¬ 
sumption,  and  are  in  possession  of  more  business 
than  they  can  jirovidc  for,  due  to  the  great  short¬ 
age  of  cars  which  is  hampering  them  materially. 
'I  he  dearth  of  cars  is  a  feature  affecting  all 
railroads  alike,  only  differing  in  the  degree  of 
their  shortage.  This  is  greatly  retarding  the  ship¬ 
ments  on  what  business  is  in  hand  and  urging 
delivery,  the  situation  also  predicating  a  further 
accentuation  of  it.  when  active  fall  trade  sets  in. 


Big  Coal  Find  on  Reading. 

,A  fotirtcen-foot  vein  of  Lykens  red  ash  coal 
has  been  discovered  by  the  prospectors  of  tlie 
Philadeliihia  &  Reading  Coal  it  Iron  Co.  at  Glen- 
dower  colliery  at  Taylorsville  in  the  Hcckscher- 
ville  valley,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.  The  vein  con¬ 
tains  millions  of  tons  of  the  highest  priced  anthra¬ 
cite  coal.  The  lind  may  be  worth  $2().U()0,()00.  '1  he 
vein  is  now  being  jiroved.  It  was  found  near  the 
dividing  line  between  I'ostcr  and  Barry  town¬ 
ships.  The  company  has  been  prospecting  for  coal 
;it  the  Glendower  colliery  for  several  month'' 
and  the  officials  were  hopeful  of  striking  a  big 
vein,  but  did  not  expect  to  strike  the  Lykens 
Valley  vein.  The  coal  is  worth  much  more  a 
ton  than  ordinar>-  anthracite.  I  he  company  i- 
sinking  several  shafts  to  the  level  of  the  sea  in 
the  Pottsville  basin,  but  diK's  not  expect  to  make 
any  greater  find  than  the  one  the  prospectors' 
drill  has  just  revealetl. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 


The  Flew  England  Coal  Trade. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Geo.  F.  Getz,  president  of  the  Glol)e  Coal  Co., 
Chicago,  spent  the  early  part  of  the  week  in 
New  York  city,  calling  upon  the  coal  interests, 
with  which  he  does  business. 

J.  E.  Parsons,  New  York  manager  of  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  &  Somerset  Coal  Cos., 
enjoyed  the  week  end  and  over  Sunday  visit 
at  Ilimtington,  L.  I.,  as  the  guest  of  Squadron 
C,  which  is  located  at  that  place. 

President  George  F.  Baer,  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Railway  Co.,  who  sailed  for  Europe 
on  July  seventh,  returns  on  the  Steamship  Amer- 
ika,  which  left  England  on  August  seventeenth, 
and  is  due  to  arrive  at  New  York  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  of  the  month. 

Commissioner  C.  P.  Neill  reports  that  the 
wages  of  the  anthracite  miners  will  be  increased 
two  per  cent  above  the  basis  upon  their  earning 
for  the  month  of  July,  the  price  of  the  domestic 
sizes  of  anthracite  coal  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harhor 
being  $4.03  per  ton  for  that  month. 

O.  W.  Stager,  superintendent  of  transportation 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co., 
Philadelphia,  was  in  New  York  last  week,  in 
connection  with  business  matters  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  incidentally  called  upon  some  of  his 
friends.  The  Black  Diamond  included. 

'I  hc  Consolidated  Gas  Co.,  of  New  York,  has 
awarded  contracts  amounting  to  about  350,000 
tons  of  gas  coal  to  cover  its  annual  supply.  The 
contracts  were  awarded,  in  about  the  same  pro¬ 
portions  as  was  furnished  the  company  last  year, 
and  are,  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burg  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 

D.  F.  Connor,  sales  agent  of  Whitney  &  Kem- 
mercr.  New  York,  left  on  Friday  of  last  week  for 
Portland,  Maine,  to  enjoy  a  brief  recreation  on 
the  seashore.  Mr.  Connor  does  not  often  getaway 
from  business,  but  as  trade  conditions  are  gener¬ 
ally  slack  this  month,  he  has  taken  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  spend  a  week  on  the  Maine  coast. 

Lucien  Hill,  manager  of  the  United  Coal  Co., 
New  York,  left  on  Monday  of  this  week  on  a 
business  trip  to  Philadelphia  and  Italtimorc,  to 
remain  four  days.  The  company's  new  mine 
in  the  Quemahoning  region,  is  rapidly  developing 
its  capacity  for  production,  the  increase 
amounting  to  twenty-five  per  cent  for  the  past 
four  months. 

G.  II.  Kent,  identified  with  the  firm  of  Will¬ 
iams  &  Peters,  New  York,  who  went  abroad  with 
his  family  on  June  fifth,  returned  on  Tuesday 
morning  of  this  week  via  the  steamship  Kaiser 
Wilhelm  II.  Mr.  Kent  greatly  enjoyed  his  trip, 
and  was  ready  before  noon  of  the  day  on  which 
he  returned  to  resume  his  former  duties  at  the 
firm's  offices. 

A.  B.  Harris,  identified  with  Geo.  D.  Harris 
&  Co.,  a  secretary  of  the  Standard  Materials 
Co.,  New  York,  leaves  on  a  vacation  trip  the  first 
of  the  coming  week.  He  will  spend  most  of 
his  time  at  F'ort  Edward,  N.  Y.,  and  Lake 
George,  where  he  has  many  friends,  it  being  his 
former  home,  and  anticipates  enjoying  the  next 
three  weeks  at  those  points. 

• 

'l  ire  Erie  Railroad  has  purchased  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  of  the  Graffin  estate  at  Little 
Ferry,  N.  J.,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  its 
terminal  facilities.  The  land  extends  from  the 
company’s  present  tracks  to  the  Hackensack 
river.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  land  bought 
for  the  open  cut  through  Bergen  hill,  and  is  a 
valuable  tract,  as  it  permits  of  extensive  room 
for  the  handling  of  its  freight. 

T.  B.  Davis  Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  is  now  in  Europe, 
enjoying  a  tour  of  the  continent  in  his  automo¬ 
bile.  Mr.  Davis  is  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Davis 
and  Mrs.  Harkness,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 
The  party  sailed  from  New  York  on  July 
thirty-first,  taking  with  them  Mr.  Davis’  touring 
car,  in  order  to  give  greater  pleasure  in  visiting 
the  attractive  features  of  that  country.  They 
expect  to  return  early  in  September. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  in  July  were 
4,981,448  tons,  as  compared  with  4,546,743  tons 
for  July,  1905.  It  is  less  by  694,570  tons  than  in 


June,  1906,  but  this  is  not  significant,  as  July 
was  a  holiday  month,  and  the  mines  of  Reading 
&  Jersey  Central  were  closed  down  for  a  week. 
'J'he  month  is,  however,  434,705  tons  in  advance 
of  July,  1905.  The  shipments  for  the  seven 
months  past  this  year  amount  to  30,307,249  tons, 
as  against  35,263,740  tons  in  the  same  period  of 
1905,  the  decrease  being  4,890,491  tons. 

The  New  River  Collieries  Co.,  which  is 
sinking  two  shafts  on  the  Crab  Orchard  coal 
property,  at  Wittenberg,  West  Virginia,  is  mak¬ 
ing  good  progress,  and  one  of  them  will  be 
completed  by  the  first  of  the  year,  and  the  second 
by  about  April  first.  The  capacity  of  the  shafts, 
which  will  be  three  hundred  feet  deep,  will  be 
two  thousand  tons  each,  daily.  Considerable 
interest  is  evidenced  in  the  opening  of  this 
property,  as  to  whether  the  nine-foot  vein  of 
New  River  coal  to  be  mined  will  not  be  of  a 
higher  grade  than  has  been  obtained  heretofore  in 
the  mining  of  the  thinner  veins  nearer  the  surface. 
The  depth  and  thickness  of  this  vein  would  in¬ 
dicate  a  more  regular  deposit  and  free  from  any 
foreign  matter.  The  town  of  Wittenberg,  at  this 
place,  has  become  a  reality,  houses  in  sufficient 
numbers,  a  store,  hotel,  and  other  necessary 
buildings  are  nearing  completion,  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  employes  and  their  families.  The 
company  is  also  erecting  a  house  to  accommodate 
its  officials  when  visiting  the  property. 

The  strike  of  the  deck  hands  and  firemen  last 
week  on  the  tug  boats  handling  the  railroad 
freight  entering  New  York,  which  looked  rather 
critical  for  several  days,  improved  after  the 
railroads  realized  the  situation  and  secured  out¬ 
side  men.  Little  delay  had  been  caused  to  the 
movement  of  freight  through  a  lack  of  help  at 
the  end  of  the  week.  Further  trouble  was 
averted  on  Saturday  last,  by  a  compromise  on 
the  wages  asked,  and  a  greater  number  of  the 
men  who  went  out  on  strike  are  hack  to  work. 
Boats  are  moving  now  without  any  interruption. 
The  demand  of  the  striking  employes  for  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $5  a  month  for  second  deck  hands  and 
$10  a  month  for  first  deck  hands,  was  settled  on 
a  basis  of  a  flat  increase  in  pay  of  $5  a  month, 
making  their  present  wages  $55  and  $65  per 
month,  respectively.  This  increase  has  been  re¬ 
fused  by  both  the  Lackawanna  and  the  Jersey 
Central,  as  they  have  been  able  to  pick  enough 
men  to  handle  their  boats.  At  a  meeting  held 
in  Jersey  City  preliminary  steps  were  taken  in 
organizing  a  union,  to  be  affiliated  with  the 
Marine  Association,  and  it  is  stated  that  nine 
hundred  men  had  signed  the  roll. 

A  traffic  official  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad, 
speaking  of  the  movement  of  freight  over  the 
system,  a  few  days  ago,  said ;  “Traffic  is  increas¬ 
ing  all  over  the  system.  The  only  difficulty  to 
contend  with  is  a  scarcity  of  cars.  Already  the 
shortage  has  snread  to  many  divisions  and  it  is 
increasing  daily,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  new  cars  are  being  received  at  the  rate  of 
several  hundred  each  week.  The  iron  and  steel 
business  continues  to  increase  in  volume  and 
every  car  available  is  being  used  in  bringing  the 
ore  from  the  lake  ports  to  the  Pittsburg  district. 
The  grain  shipments  are  increasing,  taking  many 
cars  westward  to  hasten  the  movement.  The 
outlook,  however,  continues  to  grow  brighter,  and 
I  look  for  one  of  the  biggest  winter's  business 
in  the  history  of  the  company,  barring  severe 
weather.’’  It  is  this  condition  of  activity  that 
affects  the  coal  trade,  by  creating  a  shortage  in 
the  supply  of  cars,  which  is  already  felt  by  op¬ 
erators,  though  probably  not  so  much  on  the 
Pennsylvania  as  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  which 
admits  its  supply  of  coal  cars  is  short  of  the 
present  requirements.  This,  however,  is  as  j'et 
only  in  a  modified  form,  but  as  it  becomes  ac¬ 
centuated  with  the  approach  of  the  fall  season, 
when  business  will  naturally  show  a  large  in¬ 
crease,  the  situation  will  be  more  keenly  felt, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  to  develop  many  instances 
of  distress. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the  New  River 
Collieries  Co.,  New  York,  M.  O.  Brooks,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  Wm.  Burlingham,  Cincinnati,  P.  H. 
Burlingham,  William  McKell  and  John  McKell, 


who  are  large  coal  operators  in  the  New  River 
field,  returned  during  the  past  week  from  a  ten 
days’  trip  to  the  west  and  upper  lake  ports.  Tlie 
party  were  on  a  tour  of  inspection  to  view  the 
trade  conditions  and  to  learn  of  the  methods  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  handling  of  coal  at  the  lake  ports, 
which  plants  are  apparently  much  more  modern 
than  those  used  in  the  east.  Their  first  stop  was 
made  at  Chicago,  where  some  time  was  spent 
to  look  over  the  situation,  after  which  they  left 
for  Duluth  and  Superior,  stopping  at  Milwaukee, 
St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  returning  by  steamer 
via  Sault  Ste.  Marie  to  Detroit.  Mr.  Wittenberg 
was  very  favorably  impressed  by  his  trip,  at  the 
enormous  developments  which  have  been  made 
in  that  country  in  recent  years,  and  anticipates 
a  large  fall  business  from  this  territory.  He  also 
says,  that  their  smokeless  coal  product  on  the 
prepared  sizes,  for  shipment  west,  is  practically 
all  sold  up,  and  prices  have  been  advanced  fifteen 
cents  a  ton.  By  the  courtesy  of  the  management 
and  railroad  officials,  in  showing  them  over  the 
various  coal  and  ore  handling  plants,  giving  such 
data  as  was  desired,  the  party  was  highly  pleased 
with  their  visit. 

The  New  River  Co.,  recently  organized  under 
the  laws  of  West  Virginia,  is  a  new  corporation, 
which  has  acquired  a  number  of  working  mines 
and  other  coal  lands  in  the  New  River  coal 
fields.  It  controls  twenty-five  coal  producing 
mines,  and  with  its  sub-companies  owns  and  con¬ 
trols  over  fifty-five  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands, 
of  which  thirty-two  thousand  acres  are  held  by 
lease  and  about  twenty-three  thousand  acres 
are  held  in  fee.  The  operating  mines  are  located 
in  Fayette  and  Raleigh  counties,  just  southwest 
of  Thurmond,  and  their  present  output  is  said 
to  be  at  the  rate  of  two  million  tons 
annually.  The  various  mines  are  connected  with 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  for  shipments 
west  and  east  to  tidewater,  and  it  is  projected 
to  e.xtend  the  White  Oak  railroad,  which  it 
owns,  for  eighteen  miles  from  the  company's 
property  to  Blount  Carbon,  just  below  Deep¬ 
water,  so  that  shipments  can  be  made  over  the 
Deepwater-Tidewater  railroad,  when  com¬ 
pleted.  This  would  also  permit  shipments  of 
New  River  coal  from  the  head  of  navigation  on 
the  Kanawha  river,  where  the  company  owns 
nearly  a  mile  of  river  frontage,  thereby  reaching 
all  the  river  markets  on  the  Kanawha,  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are  Samuel  Dixon,  president ;  William  A.  Paine 
and  Stillman  F'.  Kelley,  vice-president,  and 
James  W.  Smiley,  secretary  and  treasurer. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  E.xchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows:  There_has  been  prac¬ 
tically  no  change  in  the  freight  market  since 
our  last  report,  the  amount  of  tonnage  offering 
still  being  very  limited,  and  as  the  requirements 
of  shippers  are  also  limited,  the  freight  market 
has  accordingly  not  been  appreciably  affected. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30@1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.7O@l.S0  to  Cardenas  or  Sagna;  $1.50@1.55  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.55@1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $1.60@1.65 
to  Santiago;  $1.65@1.75  to  Colon;  $1.70@1.75 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70@1.75  to  St. 
Lucia;  $1.50@1.55  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75@1.80  to 
Barbados;  $1.70  to  Kingston;  $1.30  and  port 
charges  to  Curacoa,  $2.50  to  Demerara;  $l.75@ 
1.80  to  Bermuda;  1.50@1.60  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@ 
1.60  to  Tampico;  14s  6d  @  15s  6d  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  15s  6d  @  16s  6d  to  Rosario;  14@15s  to 
Rio;  16@17s  to  Santos;  9@9s  6d  to  a  direct  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast 
of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.25  and  discharged  to 
Manila ;  $5.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Anthracite  Coal  At  Tidewater. 

The  amount  of  anthracite  coal  at  tidewater  on 
Jlily  thirty-first  was  533,735  tons,  compared  with 
435,286  tons  on  June  thirtieth,  an  increase  of 
98,449  tons. 
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Western  Retail  Motes. 

R.  K.  Stuart  is  going  into  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  Herrold,  Iowa. 

The  Federal  Coal  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  has 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $10,000  to  $15,000. 

The  City  Fuel  Co.,  Chicago,  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  selling  coal  at  retail,  has  been  dis¬ 
solved. 

H.  P.  Faulin,  of  Flamilton,  Ohio,  is  about  to 
open  a  new  retail  coal  yard  on  Baltimore  street 
in  that  city. 

Frank  Erickson,  the  well-known  retail  coal 
dealer  of  Eveleth,  Minn.,  has  sold  his  yard  and 
business  to  Mark  Eddy,  of  Virginia. 

Frank  H.  Latta,  formerly  postmaster  at  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  has  purchased  an  interest  in  the 
feed  and  coal  business  of  William  N.  Dibble,  of 
that  city,  the  firm  to  be  hereafter  known  as 
Dibble  &  Latta. 

The  Hartwell  Coal  &  Feed  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Hartwell,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  Jay  Brown, 
J.  H.  Feldt,  George  T.  Barrick,  W.  P.  Mertin 
and  M.  M.  Beatty. 

The  Springfield  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  to  deal  in  coal 
and  sand.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$13,000  and  the  incorporators  are  John  N. 
Murphy,  James  H.  O’Brien  and  James  J.  Murphy. 

The  Sheldon  Coal  &  Mercantile  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $5,000.  The  company  will  handle  coal 
and  rt'ood  at  retail,  and  is  incorporated  by  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  Sheldon,  James  H.  Sheldon  and  Allen 
Sheldon. 

Greenville,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  last  towns  in 
which  a  local  branch  of  the  state  association  has 
been  organized  through  the  instrumentality  of 
Ford  L.  Cate,  secretary  of  the  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  The  associa¬ 
tion  has  nothing  to  do  with  prices  at  which  coal 
is  sold,  but  it  is  doing  a  good  work  in  placing  the 
retail  coal  trade  of  the  state  on  a  cash  basis. 

The  Sturgis  Lumber  &  Grain  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Sturgis,  S.  D.,  to  handle  coal,  lum¬ 
ber  and  grain.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $25,000  and  is  incorporated  by  Henry  Wytten- 
bach,  Joe  Meyer,  C.  P.  Meyer,  E.  L.  Carl,  J.  D. 
Hale  and  M.  M.  Brown,  all  of  Sturgis.  The 
officers  of  the  company  are  Henry  Wyttenbach, 
president;  C.  P.  Meyer,  vice-president,  and  M.  M. 
Brown,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Topeka  Coal  Co.  has  bought  the  yards  of 
the  Chapelle  Coal  Co.  at  Seventh  street  and  the 
Santa  Ee  tracks,  Topeka,  Kas.,  and  will  here¬ 
after  conduct  it  in  connection  with  its  own  busi¬ 
ness.  This  is  the  second  coal  concern  to  be  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  Topeka  Coal  Co.  recently.  The 
Weir  Coal  Co.  was  bought  out  some  Time  ago. 
'I'he  Chapelle  yards  will  be  used  especially  for 
handling  coal  for  the  Edison  Co.  plant. 

The  long  contest  over  the  awarding  of  the 
■Cleveland,  Ohio,  school  coal  contract  for  the 
coming  school  year  has  at  last  been  settled,  the 
Cuyahoga  Coal  Co.  getting  the  contract  for  fur¬ 
nishing  between  8,000  and  9,000  tons  of  coal. 
The  contract  price,  somewhat  higher  than  a  year 
ago,  is  ;  Stack  $2.08,  nut  $2.33,  lump  $2.77.  The 
contract  was  let  after  an  evaporation  test  of 
thirty-two  samples  of  coal  out  of  500  pounds 
each  submitted  by  the  competing  coal  companies. 

The  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  .secured 
the  contract  to  furnish  the  supply  of  coal  for  the 
schools  of  Winona,  Minn.,  for  the  coming  year 
at  the  following  prices:  Thayer  lump  coal,  $3.05 
per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  Winona ;  Thayer  five-inch  egg 
coal,  $3.05  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  Winona ;  Thayer 
worsted  screenings,  $2.75  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  Winona. 
This  price  is  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  cheaper 
on  the  ton  than  the  prices  secured  by  the  Winona 
school  board  last  year. 


Eastern  Retail  Motes. 

The  Wertheim  Coke  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
is  erecting  a  large  coal  pocket  at  Grand  street 
and  Pacific  avenue,  that  city.  The  coijipany  is 
also  erecting  a  trestle  which  is  to  connect  with 


the  trestle  of  the  Junction  railway,  and  which 
will  be  400  feet  long,  22  feet  high  and  21  feel 
wide.  The  cost  is  given  as  $12,000. 

'I'he  Phillips-Thompson  Co.,  Wihninglon,  Del., 
is  erecting  a  large  and  modern  coal  slied  on  its 
proiierty  at  the  fool  of  h'ourth  street.  Tlic  cost 
of  the  shed  will  be  about  $4,759. 

'I'he  Bacon  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
New  York,  N.  with  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000, 
by  J.  M.  Bacon,  W,  A.  Pothier  and  G.  W.  Bacon, 
of  Brooklyn,  and  Edward  S.  Slater,  of  New 
York. 

'I'he  Hackensack  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Hackensack,  N.  J.,  by  Edward  E. 
Bogert,  James  R.  Haskell  and  C.  V.  Whitbeck, 
all  of  that  city.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $15,000. 

The  Eairport  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Fairport,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000.  'I'he  incorporators  are  James 
A.  Wilson,  Chicago ;  Samuel  B.  Spencer,  Ba¬ 
tavia,  N.  Y.,  and  Harry  H.  Moore,  Fairport, 
N.  Y. 

The  Wilson  Coal  Co.  has  filed  articles  of  in¬ 
corporation  at  Boston,  Mass.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $250,000.  'I'he  company  will  handle  co^il 
and  wood  at  retail,  and  is  incorporated  by  Lucius 
P.  Wilson,  president ;  F.  J.  Lucey,  treasurer ; 
George  H.  Lucey,  clerk. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Norwood,  Ohio,  by  the  Union  Contracting  &  Coal 
Co.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $15,000.  I'he  in¬ 
corporators  are  Lewis  Eyre,  Harry  B.  Bridge. 
Charles  H.  Bateman,  William  H.  ]\Iellor,  G.  A. 
Brenner,  W.  C.  Martzoff  and  H.  E.  Engelhardt. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  on  the  east  side  in  New 
York  City  have  organized  a  union  to  fight  the 
east  side  coal  agents.  One  hundred  and  fifty  re¬ 
tailers  joined  the  union  and  it  is  predicted  that 
the  1,200  coal  dealers  of  the  east  side  will  be 
members  of  the  new  union  before  many  days 
'I'he  coal  dealers  claim  that  the  agents  have  been 
preventing  them  from  making  living  profits  and 
they  mean  to  freeze  out  the  agents  through  a 
general  competitive  war. 

Edward  I.  Rice  has  awarded  the  contract  for 
the  erection  of  a  coal  pocket  on  South  Salina 
street,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  'fihe  excavating  has  been 
started,  and  Mr.  Rice  proposes  to  have  the  work 
completed  by  October  fifteenth.  The  structure 
is  to  be  of  reinforced  concrete,  the  Kahn  system 
being  used.  The  building  is  30  feet  wide  by 
116  feet  long  and  51  feet  high.  It  will  have  all 
modern  appliances  for  handling  coal,  and  its 
capacity  is  1,500  tons.  1  he  D.,  L.  '&  W.  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  has  made  a  survey  for  a  switch  which 
will  be  run  from  its  main  track  to  the  coal  pocket 
for  the  handling  of  coal  cars. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

'fhe  East  Tennessee  Coal  Co.,  Kno.xville,  lenn., 
has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  tb.e 
city  of  Knoxville  with  a  year’s  supply  of  fuel. 

J.  S.  Huddleston,  who  recently  resigned  the 
position  of  manager  of  the  Southern  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Lexington,  Ky.,  will  be  succeeded  by  Wil¬ 
liam  R.  Snyder. 

Eire  of  unknown  origin  destroyed  the  coal  and 
wood  yard  of  J.  W.  Courtney,  Newport  News, 
Va.,  a  few  days  ago,  the  total  loss  amounting  to 
about  $10,000,  partly  covered  by  insurance. 

The  Mt.  Ranier  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Alexandria, 
Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  'I'he  incorporators  are  W.  'I'.  Kcr- 
foot,  president;  J.  A.  Klinger,  vice-president,  and 
Murray  Sands,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

T.  R.  Eord,  H.  W.  D.  Ford  and  G.  L.  Baker, 
of  Augusta,  Ga.,  have  organized  a  company  at 
that  city  which  will  conduct  a  general  retail  coal 
and  wood  business.  The  company  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $2,500,  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each. 

George  S.  McCullough,  who  died  .\ugust  third 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  the  son  and  business  suc¬ 
cessor  of  the  late  J.  G.  McCullough,  whd  for 
nearly  fifty  years  conducted  the  retail  coal  and 
wood  business  at  Park  avenue  and  Fayette  street, 
Baltimore. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

'Die  Pennsylvania  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  with  a  capit.il 
stock  of  $25,000,  to  mine  and  deal  in  coal,  clay, 
stone,  etc.  'I'he  incorporators  of  the  company 
are  George  F.  Battinger,  '1'.  J.  MeVey,  C.  W. 
Justice,  \\',  .M.  Owsley  and  Horace  T.  Smith. 

'I'he  Diamond  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Coin,  Iowa,  to  prospect  for  and  mine  coal  or 
any  other  minerals  that  may  lie  found.  'I'he  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  the  company  is  $15,000,  one-fourth  of 
which  is  i)aid  up,  and  the  incorporators  and 
officers  are  John  Haisch.  president;  C.  S.  Butch- 
lel,  vice-president,  and  M.  Gauss,  secretary  and 
treasurer. 

-Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Veedersburg,  Ind.,  by  tiie  Veedersburg  Coal,  Oil 
&  Gas  Co.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$10,000,  and  the  directors  are  J.  M.  Bonebrake, 
I’erry  Glasscock,  Fred  S.  Purnell,  D.  H.  Wallace, 
John  W.  Cronk,  S.  J.  Purnell,  William  Marquis, 
k'rank  W.  Coats,  Albert  J.  Gossett  and  Charles 
M.  Berry. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

'I'he  coal  dock  laborers’  strike  which  last  week 
threatened  to  tie  up  all  the  docks  at  Superior, 
Wis.,  has  now  been  completely  settled  and  the 
men  have  returned  to  work. 

'I'he  mining  property  of  the  Petersburg  Coal 
Co.,  near  Plano,  Ill.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  a 
few  days  ago,  the  total  loss  being  $10,000.  Shot 
lirers  who  were  in  the  mine  at  the  time  the  fire 
started  escaped  without  injury  through  the  air 
shaft. 

At  a  meeting  held  in  Topeka,  Kas.,  the  cred¬ 
itors  of  the  C.  J.  Devlin  estate  took  action  author¬ 
izing  the  trustees  to  sell  by  public  auction  all  of 
the  propertes  in  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Illinois. 
'I'he  sale  will  take  place  in  thirty  days,  as  that 
length  of  time  is  required  for  publication.  'I'he 
value  of  the  property  is  estimated  at  $600,000. 

'Fo  improve  the  dock  property  recently  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  city  at  Superior,  Wis.,  will  require 
approximately  $50,000.  'I'his  is  an  estimate  of 
the  cost  of  the  work  to  place  the  property  in 
shape  for  the  landing  of  boats  and  the  handling 
of  freight  and  passenger  traffic.  'Fhe  report  of 
the  cost  was  compiled  by  the  city  engineer.  It 
remains  for  the  council  to  provide  funds  to  build 
the  dock. 

Seven  leads  have  been  opened  by  the  .•Ameri¬ 
can  Coke  &  Carbon  Co.  to  the  coal  vein  in  Riley 
canon,  near  Trinidad,  Colo.  'Fwo  are  being 
worked  and  as  soon  as  men  can  be  secured  the 
other  leads  will  be  put  into  operation.  A  camp 
that  is  being  built  by  the  company  will  be  the 
largest  and  one  of  the  most  complete  in  the 
county.  The  coke  ovens  will  be  put  into  opera¬ 
tion  by  September  first. 

Prof.  Charles  U.  Gould,  of  the  Oklahoma  State 
University,  who  is  conducting  a  geological  survey 
in  the  oil  and  gas  regions  of  the  new  state,  has 
just  run  across  a  vein  of  workable  coal  in  the 
Cherokee  and  Creek  Nations  which  bids  fair  to 
become  one  of  the  most  important  coal  veins  in 
the  state.  It  runs  from  twenty  to  forty  inches  in 
thickness  and  is  known  to  underlie  several  hun¬ 
dred  square  miles  of  country. 

The  coal  miners  of  the  West  Virginia  Pan¬ 
handle,  which  constitutes  a  large  part  of  the  fifth 
Ohio  district,  are  said  to  be  preparing  to  split 
from  the  national  miners’  organization  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  badly  treated  in  the  recent 
strike.  'Fhey  say  that  the  national  officers  ig¬ 
nored  the  opportunity  to  settle  the  strike  in  West 
■V'irginia  and  played  a  waiting  game  in  order  to 
favor  the  eastern  Ohio  miners.  About  5,000  men 
are  affected. 

Fhe  Decatur  Coal  Co.  has  been  making  some 
extensive  improvements  at  its  various  plants. 
'Fhe  firm  has  been  spending  about  $15,000  in  im¬ 
provements  at  shafts  No.  1  and  No.  2  in  Decatur, 
Ill.,  and  at  the  Niantic  mine,  and  the  work  which 
has  been  done  is  of  a  nature  that  will  help  the 
miners  and  also  enable  the  company  to  produce 
a  better  grade  of  coal.  Probably  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  installa- 
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tioii  (){  the  shaker  screens  and  new  coal  chutes 
at  all  three  of  the  mines,  instead  of  the  gravity 
chutes  formerly  in  use.  'I'he  new  system  has  re¬ 
quired  the  installing  of  two  new  engines  at  the 
new  shaft  and  the  hoisting  engine  has  all  hecu 
overhauled.  In  fact,  the  mines  are  being  put  in 
first-class  shape.  Another  important  improve¬ 
ment  which  the  company  is  making  is  for  the 
sole  heiiefit  of  the  miners  cmiiloyed.  Wash  rooms 
arc  being  constructed,  fitted  with  baths  and 
showers,  and  a  private  locker  for  each  man. 

A.  C.  Veatch,  of  the  geological  survey,  and  a 
party  of  assistants,  are  platting  the  coal  fields  in 
the  vicinity  of  Saratoga,  Wyo.  d'he  fields  are 
among  those  withdrawn  from  entry  by  order  of 
I’rcsidcnt  Roosevelt,  and  if  the  Vcatch  investiga¬ 
tion  sustains  the  claim  that  they  arc  more  valu¬ 
able  for  coal  than  for  other  purpo.scs  they  will  be 
permanently  withdrawn  from  entry.  The  Vcatch 
party  is  carefully  locating  all  outcroppings  of  coal 
and  coal  formation,  noting  the  thickness  of  veins, 
their  trend,  etc. 

According  to  both  railroads  and  coal  shippers, 
during  the  last  ten  days  of  July  a  new  record  for 
coal  receipts  for  the  ports  in  the  Cleveland  dis¬ 
trict  was  made.  One  railroad  asserts  that  its 
shipinents  through  four  ports  along  Lake  Eric 
were  by  far  the  heaviest  on  record.  This  move¬ 
ment  compares  with  a  fair  movement  for  the 
first  part  of  the  month  and  with  almost  absolute 
stagnation  during  the  month  of  June.  The  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  month  of  May  were  about  the 
same  as  those  of  June. 

The  Duncan  Run  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  094 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio, 
from  James  P.  Cummiskey,  James  D.  May,  Frank 
A.  Robertson  and  John  V.  Sheenan.  of  Detroit, 
the  consideration  being  between  $18,000  and 
$20,000.  _  The  purchasing  company  owns  and  op¬ 
erates  mines  in  and  about  Cannelville.  They  have 
been  the  owners  of  a  numher  of  pick  mines,  but 
have  ju,st  let  a  contract  for  the  installation  of 
an  electric  power  plant,  that  their  properties  can 
be  opcratccl  with  electrical  machinery  in  the 
future. 

1  he  Dorr  Run  Coal  Co.,  which  was  recently 
incorporated  by  Columbus  and  New  Straitsville, 
Ohio,  men,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  has 
purchased  862  acres  of  undeveloped  coal  lands 
near  Carbon  Hill  for  a  consideration  of  $115,000. 
The  tract  is  situated  west  of  Monday  creek  and 
is  considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  undevel¬ 
oped  coal  properties  in  the  Flocking  Valley,  out¬ 
side  _  of  those  owned  by  the  large  companies. 
Engineers  who  have  examined  the  property  state 
that  it  contains  a  square  mile  of  coal,  running 
from_  six  to  seven  feet  in  thickness.  Frank 
Jennings,  a  civil  engineer  of  Columbus,  is  now 
establisliing  land  and  working  crop  lines  and 
development  work  will  begin  at  once. 

At  a  meeting  of  a  number  of  representatives  of 
large  traets  of  coal  lands  in  Belmont  county, 
Ohio,  and  James  R.  Throckmorten,  special  agent 
for  the  Waynesburg  Coal  Co.,  a  deal  was  closed 
whereby  the  company  comes  into  possession  of 
7,000  acres  of  the  richest  coal  producing  lands  in 
that  county.  From  $18  to  $25  an  acre  was  paid, 
and,  with  other  considerations,  the  company  is 
investing  at  least  $500,000  in  the  deal.  A  drilling 
test  shows  that  there  is  an  average  of  five  feet 
eleven  inches  of  clear  coal,  and  it  is  recognized 
as  a  No.  8  seam.  The  western  boundary  of  the 
tract  extends  to  within  one  mile  of  Barnesville, 
while  on  the  east  it  runs  to  the  Capitina  mines 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  line  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Co. 

'I'he  incorporation  of  the  Highland  Coal  Co., 
with  principal  offices  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  brings 
to  light  the  real  purchaser  of  the  property  of  the 
Manufacturers’  Light  &  Fuel  Co.,  for  wliich  a 
deal  was  concluded  the  last  of  July,  as  noted  in 
The  Black  Diamond  at  the  time.  The  company 
was  incorporated  to  acquire  coal  lands,  lease  and 
operate  same,  mine  and  ship  coal  and  coke,  and 
conduct  a  general  merchandise  business,  etc.  'J'hc 
incorporators  are  J.  C.  McKinley,  of  the  Mc¬ 
Kinley  Coal  &  Coke  Co.;  N.  C.  Hubbard,  H.  B. 
Lockwood,  FI.  S.  Reppart  and  Dr.  N.  A.  Flaning, 
all  of  Wheeling.  The  capital  stock  is  $200,000, 
practically  all  of  which  has  been  subscribed. 

It  was  the  general  impression  when  details  of 
the  deal  first  became  known  that  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.  was  financing  the  project,  in  a  primary 
move  to  get  a  foothold  in  eastern  Ohio.  That 
impression  prevailed  until  it  was  ascertained  upon 


unquestionable  authority  that  the  stock  is  all  in 
the  hands  of  Wheeling  people.  While  the  exact 
consideration  was  not  given  out,  it  is  understood 
to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  half  a  million 
dollars.  'J  he  property  consists  of  between  five 
and  six  thousand  acres  in  the  No.  8  seam.  One 
well  equipi)ed  mine,  employing  over  400  men,  is 
already  in  operation,  and  the  second  mine  is  al¬ 
most  ready.  '1  his  mine  will  be  even  more  costly 
and  better  equipped  than  No.  t,  and  will  employ 
an  equal  number  of  men.  It  is  located  at  Glencoe, 
nine  miles  west  of  Bellaire,  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway,  'flic  properly  was 
originally  owned  by  the  Weaver  Coal  Co.,  whose 
principal  operations  are  now  in  Barbour  and 
Randolph  counties.  About  a  year  ago  tbe  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Light  &  Fuel  Co.,  financed  by  Pittsburg 
capitalists,  took  over  the  property. 

By  reason  of  the  commencement  of  suits  by 
the  federal  government  against  the  Utah  Fuel 
Co.  and  against  the  Pleasant  Valley  Coal  Co., 
United  States  Senator  Sutherland,  whose  law 
firm  represents  these  corporations,  has  withdrawn 
from  the  partnenship.  In  so  doing  he  says  in  a 
card  to  the  public;  “1  have  retired  from  the 
firm  with  very  great  personal  regret,  for  the  sole 
reason  that  certain  actions  have  been  brought 
against  two  of  the  regular  clients  of  the  firm,  and 
it  is  said  that  others  are  about  to  be  brought  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  to  cancel  certain  coal 
land  entries.  I  know  nothing  whatever  as  to  the 
merits  of  these  controversies,  but  I  have  consid¬ 
ered  that  I  can  not,  with  propriety,  represent  a 
litigant  whose  interests  are  adverse  to  those  of 
the  government,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
asking  my  partners  to  decline  to  take  perfectly 
legitimate  business  for  a  regular  client  on  my 
account.” 

‘  Instead  of  giving  rebates  the  railroads  now 
manipulate  their  tariff  schedules,”  declared  A.  B. 
Stickney,  president  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western 
railway,  at  a  hearing  last  week  before  the  Minne¬ 
sota  state  railroad  and  ware  house  commission. 
‘‘I  have  called  the  attention  of  the  interstate 
commerce  commission  to  the  fact  that  the  con¬ 
stant  filing  of  new  tariff  schedules  by  the  com- 
panies  ought  not  to  be  allowed.  The  manipula¬ 
tion  of  these  tariff  schedules  by  the  railroads  has 
taken  the  place  of  rebates.”  The  discussion  of 
the  temporary  character  of  the  freight  schedules 
now  in  effect  all  over  the  country  was  precipi¬ 
tated  by  Mr.  Manahan,  counsel  for  the  Minnesota 
Shippers’  Association,  asking  Mr.  Stickney  if  it 
were  not  true  that  coal  was  often  carried  between 
Chicago  and  St.  Paul  at  less  than  the  published 
rate  of  ten  cents.  Mr.  Stickney  admitted  that 
this  was  true,  and  on  being  asked  when,  replied : 
“Oh,  that  takes  place  when  the  boys  get  gay.” 

George  G.  liadley,  formerly  of  Toledo,  and  at 
one  time  a  well-known  coal  merchant  of  this  citv, 
has  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  in  which  city  he  is  a  resident,  having  been 
appointed  western  agent  of  the  Vulcan  Iron 
Works  of  Toledo  to  handle  the  steam  shovels 
made  by  this  concern  in  the  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  application  in  voluntary  bank¬ 
ruptcy  was  evidently  made  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning  up  his  old  coal  obligations  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  preparatory  to  starting  anew  in  California. 
A  dispatch  to  the  Toledo  Blade  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  says :  “George  G.  Hadley,  one  time  partner 
of  Senator  Stephen  D.  Elkins.  Richard  B. 
Kerens,  Bishop  of  West  Virginia  and  Henry 
Gassaway  Davis,  candidate  for  vice-president  on 
the  Parker  ticket,  filed  an  application  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy  yesterday.  He  states  that  his  liabilities 
amount  to  $24,540.  The  better  portion  of  this 
amount  is  represented  by  indebtedness  to  the 
Tarrytown  National  Bank,  of  Tarrytown,  N.  Y. 
The  papers  in  the  application  declare  that  the 
applicant  is  a  co-partner  with  the  named  parties 
in  26,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  West  Virginia 
that  were  purchased  some  twenty  years  ago  for 
the  sum  of  $300,000.  He  declares  that  it  has  been 
impossible  for  him  to  realize  upon  the  property, 
in  which  he  holds  one-eighteenth  interest,  and 
which  has  increased  in  value  tenfold  since  the 
purchase  was  made.” 

Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Alotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Narragansett  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Portland,  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  owning, 
operating  and  dealing  in  coal  and  other  mines. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $3,000,000, 


of  which  nothing  is  paid  in,  and  the  incorporators 
arc:  President,  James  E.  Manter,  Portland; 

treasurer,  Clarence  E.  Eaton,  Portland. 

Articles  of  incorporation  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $20,000  have  been  filed  at  Port  Carbon, 
Pa.,  by  the  Salem  Hill  Coal  Co. 

1  he  Three  F'orks  Coal  Co.  has  filed  articles 
of  incorporation  at  Philadelphia,  Pa,,  showing 
a  capital  stock  of  $150,000.  The  new  company 
will  engage  in  all  kinds  of  mining. 


General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

George  II.  Girty,  geologist  of  the  United  States 
(icological  Survey,  will  make  a  study  this  sum¬ 
mer  of  the  Devono-Carboniferous  beds  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  New  York. 

Vact  of  3,534  acres  of  coal  land  in  Wayne, 
Gilmore  Center,  Jackson  and  Morgan  townships, 
Greene  county.  Pa.,  has  been  sold  by  Jasper  Au¬ 
gustine  to  James  R.  Barnes,  of  Uniontown.  The 
consideration  paid  for  the  land  was  half  a  million 
dollars. 

Coal  works,  the  value  of  which  when  completed 
will  be  $250,000,  is  being  erected  at  Lxjgan’s 
Ferry,  near  New  Kensington,  Pa.,  by  the  Ken¬ 
sington  Coal  &  Gas  Co.  T  wenty-five  acres  of 
river  frontage  have  been  purchased  and  arrange¬ 
ments  are  now  being  made  for  the  sinking  of  a 
shaft. 


After  having  the  collieries  closed  since  last 
February  by  a  strike,  Jermyn  &  Co.  threw  open 
the  colliery  gates  at  Old  Forge,  Pa.,  and  invited 
non-union  men  to  work.  A  considerable  force 
was  secured.  Superintendent  Jermj-n  recently 
reached  an  agreement  with  the  union  men,  but 
they  refused  to  return  to  work  until  he  had 
signed  an  agreement.  Declaring  they  were  not  a 
responsible  body,  he  refused  and  the  strike  con¬ 
tinued. 


Because  some  of  the  driver  boys  at  the  Clinton 
mine  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  at  Vandling. 
near  Carbondale,  Pa.,  wanted  to  take  a  day  off  to 
go  to  the  picnic  of  the  \’andling  drum  corps, 
Saturday  last,  and  the  company  didn't  approve 
of  the  proposition,  discharging  five  of  the  drivers 
when  they  reported  Monday  and  refused  to  re¬ 
instate  them,  all  of  the  drivers  went  on  strike 
yesterday.  As  a  consequence  the  mine  was  forced 
to  shut  down,  throwing  nearly  a  thousand  men 
and  boys  out  of  work.  The  operating  company 
had  already  granted  the  men  one  whole  day  anil 
two  half-day  shut-downs  within  a  w-eek’  and 
thought  that  this  ought  to  be  sufficient.  A  week 
of  idleness  intervened  before  work  could  be  re¬ 
sumed. 


Fire,  entailing  a  loss  approximating  $100,000 
totally  destroyed  the  boiler  bouse  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Reading  Coal  &-  Iron  Co.’s  Pine 
Knot  colliery,  near  Heckschcrville.  at  noon  re¬ 
cently.  The  roof  of  the  large  water  tank  at  the 
rear  of  the  boilers  was  also  burned  off.  The 
new  engine  house,  located  near  the  boiler  house, 
was  not  damaged.  The  breaker  was  never  in 
danger,  being  a  considerable  distance  awav  from 
the  scene  of  the  fire.  The  boiler  house  con¬ 
tained  six  large  Wickes  water  tube  boilers,  hav¬ 
ing  a  capacity  of  250  horse  power  each,  and  two 
16x18  air  blast  fan  engiijes  and  one  12x18  scraper 
line  engine.  The  boiler  equipment  at  Pine  Knot 
^yas  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  to  be  found  in 
the  coal  region.  The  boilers  w-ere  of  the  stoker 
type,  the  fuel  being  fed  automaticallv  by  a  scraper 
line  and  other  mechanical  contrivances^  so  that 
no  firemen  were  necessary.  The  only  emplove 
about  the  boiler  house  is  a  watchman,  whose  duty 
It  IS  to  see  that  the  machinery  is  in  working 
order. 


nave  been  awarded  by  the  W.  G 
Wilkins  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  for  a  large  steel  coal 
tipple  for  the  Davis  Colliery  Co.,  at  Copen 
W.  Va.,  on  the  line  of  the  Coal  6k  Coke  railroad 
J  he  capacity  of  Bie  tipple  will  be  4,500  tons  a 
day.  It  will  be  wide,  have  three  dumps  and  seven 
railroad  tracks  underneath.  The  contract  for  the 
steel  work  has  been  awarded  to  the  Pittsburg 
Bridge  6k  Iron  M^orks.  and  the  tipple  equipment 
to  the  Phillips  Mill  6k  Mine  Supply  Co.  The 
Wilkins  Co.  has  also  placed  orders  with  the 
Connellsville  Manufacturing  6k  Mine  Supply  Co. 
for  cages,  sheaves,  etc.,  for  the  two  mines  of  the 
Crab^  Orchard  Improvement  Co.  near  Beckley, 
W.  \’a.,  where  two  shaft  mines  are  being  opened  ; 
one  on  the  Deep  Water  railroad  and  the  other  on’ 
the  Piney  Creek  branch  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
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Ohio  railroad,  the  shafts  being  about  420  feet 
deep.  Plans  are  also  being  prepared  by  the 
Wilkins  Company  for  a  large  steel  tipple  for  the 
Penn-RIary  Coal  Co.,  near  Heilwood,  Indiana 
county,  Pa.,  which  will  be  of  about  the  same  size 
and  capacity  as  the  Davis  tipple. 

The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  has  begun 
preliminary  work  on  what  bids  fair  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  mining  undertakings  in  the  region 
of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  The  company  holds  the  coal 
rights  for  all  the  coal  from  South  Wilkesbarre  to 
Sans  Souci  Park,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  and 
over  a  couple  of  miles  in  width.  Only  one  com¬ 
pany  approaches  near  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre, 
that  being  the  Parrish  Coal  Co.  at  Buttonwood. 
It  has  been  admitted  by  expert  mining  men  that 
the  tract  of  coal  which  is  now  about  to  be 
worked  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  most  valuable 
in  the  anthracite  regions,  and  may  take  fifty 
years,  if  not  more,  to  mine.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  company  to  start  the  work  of  sinking  the 
shaft  at  once  and  after  this  is  completed  the  work 
on  the  breaker  will  be  started.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  company  to  make  this  breaker  the  largest 
of  its  kind  in  this  region,  and  to  try  and  supple¬ 
ment  the  use  of  men  in  every  possible  department 
by  electricity.  The  new  workings  will  extend  from 
South  Wilkesbarre  to  San  Souci  Park,  and  a 
settlement  for  the  workmen  will  be  built  near  by. 
The  new  breaker  will  be  in  reach  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  tracks  and  also  the  Lehigh  Valley  and 
Central  railroad  tracks,  and  will  be  in  a  position 
to  run  lines  to  any  important  railroad.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  work  of  sinking  the  shaft  will  be 
started  within  the  next  few  weeks  and  when  this 
is  under  way  the  plans  for  the  breaker  will  be 
started. 

In  speaking  of  the  policy  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Co.  in  regard  to  the  operation  of 
the  Lehigh  canal,  an  official  of  the  company 
says :  “The  management  is  endeavoring  to  make 
all  the  money  possible  out  of  the  canal  and  has 
been  shipping  as  much  coal  as  the  unfortunate 
circumstances  of  the  past  few  years  have  per¬ 
mitted,  In  1901,  1902  and  1903  there  were  nu¬ 
merous  floods  and  washouts  and  the  strike  of 
1902  affected  shipments.  Last  year  there  were 
floods  and  this  year  the  strike  delayed  the  open¬ 


ing  of  the  canal  until  May.  The  canal  is  in 
better  condition  than  it  has  been  in  the  history 
of  the  company.  For  the  past  twenty  years 
all  repairs  have  been  made  on  a  more  substantial 
and  permanent  basis  and  it  is  in  splendid  condi¬ 
tion  and  the  cost  of  maintenance  is  diminishing 
yearly.  Last  year  about  200,000  tons  of  coal 
were  shipped  over  the  canal.  In  1900,  the  last 
fairly  prosperous  year,  over  800,000  tons  were 
shipped,  comparing  wifh  about  1,500,000  tons 
many  years  ago,  which  was  the  record  year. 
The  present  year  will  not  show  very  much  im¬ 
provement  over  recent  years,  because  two  months 
of  the  best  season  were’ lost,  owing  to  the  strike 
and  the  late  opening.  Forty-three  thousand  tons 
were  shipped  this  year  up  to  July  first,  and  ship¬ 
ments  are  now  active.  It  has  been  a  difficult 
matter  to  resume  large  shipments  after  several 
years  of  inactivity  for  several  reasons,  one  of 
which  is  that  the  boat  crews  have  gone  into 
other  work  and  it  is  hard  to  get  experienced 
men. 

“Another  point  not  always  considered  by  those 
who  criticise  the  management  of  the  canal  is 
that  the  anthracite  coal  market  is  limited  and 
practically  all  the  coal  brought  over  the  canal, 
other  than  that  used  along  the  line,  is  consumed 
in  Philadelphia,  because  it  is  not  practicable  to 
reship  from  here  to  other  points.” 

The  Great  Scott  Coal  Co.  is  planning  to 
transport  coal  from  their  mine  at  Jimtown  across 
the  river  by  means  of  huge  buckets,  running  on 
a  cable.  The  plan  was  evolved  by  Mr.  Alexan¬ 
der  H.  Tait,  the  principal  stockholder  of  the 
company  and  the  general  manager  and  superin¬ 
tendent  of  its  mining  operations,  who  has  the 
opinion  of  several  expert  engineers,  all  of  whom 
regard  the  scheme  as  practicable.  The  opening 
of  the  mine  is  more  than  one  hundred  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  river.  At  the  present  time  the 
coal  is  dumped  from  the  tipple  into  barges  and 
carried  across  the  stream  to  the  railroad  in  this 
manner.  The  operation  of  the  mine  has  been 
profitable  even  under  such  unfavorable  conditions 
as  these,  and  Mr.  Tait  believes  that  the  use  of 
cables  and  buckets  will  greatly  cheapen  and  fa¬ 
cilitate  production.  A-'ross  the  river  from  the 
mouth  of  the  mine  a  hill  arises  to  a  height  of 


more  than  one  hundred  feet  above  the  river. 
By  building  a  pier  on  each  side,  and  anchoring 
the  cable  deep  in  the  stone,  immense  loads  of 
coal,  weighing  from  three  to  five  tons,  can  be  car¬ 
ried  across.  Between  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  and  the  bank  of  the  river  there  is  a  level 
table  of  land,  where  there  is  ample  room  for  the 
construction  of  a  tipple  and  siding.  The  buckets 
will  be  pulled  into  this  tipple  by  electric  motors 
and  dumped  into  the  cars  on  the  siding  below. 
With  the  cables  installed,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
cfiuip  the  mines  with  new  electric  mining  ma¬ 
chinery  and  this  will  be  done.  The  opening  of  the 
mine  will  be  above  the  coal,  and  it  will  be 
drawn  to  the  mouth  by  means  of  electric  motors. 
In  the  first  place,  the  owners  considered  a  scheme 
for  transporting  the  mine  cars  on  the  cable,  but 
this  was  abandoned,  as  the  cars  themselves  would 
add  an  unnecessary  weight  to  the  load.  'I'he 
cable  is  at  such  a  distance  above  the  railroad 
and  the  river  that  it  will  in  no  way  interfere 
with  traffic.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  never 
been  thought  to  be  favorably  inclined  toward  the 
development  of  the  coal  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  and  the  failure  to  mine  the  mineral  riches 
of  the  Pittsburg  vein  has  retarded  development 
in  this  section.  The  Great  Scott  Coal  Co.  has 
been  a  pioneer  in  the  business,  and  has  received 
reasonably  fair  treatment  from  the  railroad.  In 
view  of  the  great  agitation  and  legislation,  it  is 
not  likely  that  the  railroad  will  make  any  effort 
whatever  to  block  development. 

The  last  two  headings  of  the  Consolidation 
Coal  Co.’s  drainage  tunnel,  the  greatest  engineer¬ 
ing  feat  ever  undertaken  in  the  coal  mining  region, 
have  just  been  completed,  and  the  tunnel  will  be 
placed  an  use  within  the  next  two  weeks,  when 
the  water  that  for  years  has  been  pumped  from 
the  mines  into  the  Georges  creek,  forming  the 
greater  part  of  that  stream,  will  be  brought  down 
the  other  side  of  the  mountain  to  the  Potomac 
at  Cumberland,  Md.,  instead  of  emptying  into  the 
river  at  Piedmont.  In  fact,  it  will  make  a  sub¬ 
terranean  stream  two  miles  long  drain  the  mines 
into  streams  that  will  flow  into  Wills  creek  at 
the  far  end  of  the  narrows  and  from  there  into 
the  river  at  Cumberland.  The  drainage  tunnel 
has  been  driven  principally  to  drain  Hoffman 


Cl 


■*^11  ~ii  II 


I' 


o  O  \S-'  C>jC.  ^  ^  O  -Cm 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre- 
donta.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  os  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  hare  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


CP  RnWMAM  WNER  and  SHIPPER 

■  0>  DUlllfInll  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(SOIiE  ISHIPPER) 

"  RELIANCE  ”  "  LOPEZ  ’’-THREE  MINES 

“Buck  DIountaIn”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Eehigh”  “Best”  Oas 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bitnminons 

Conneilsville,  Eatrobe,  Oallitzin  and  tVest  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  Diamond’s  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  If  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  _  XX  j 

can’t  afford  the  slow  way  when  the  rate  formant  adi  is  only  4  Cents  Per  Word 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


38 


[August  18 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


and  Eckhart  mines  and  will  uncover  a 
vast  area  of  coal  in  that  region  which 
it  has  heretofore  been  impossible  to 
work  on  account  of  the  heavy  flow  of 
water,  which  even  the  immense  puni))- 
ing  stations  of  the  company  have  been 
unable  to  carry  off.  h'our  headings 
were  driven — one  from  the  end  of  the 
tunnel  at  Hoffman  mine,  one  at  the  out¬ 
let  at  Horseshoe  Hcnd,  on  Preston 
Run,  near  Clarysville,  and  a  shaft  was 
sunk  175  feet  deep  midway  between 
the  Hoffman  workings  and  the  tunnel, 
driven  both  directions  to  meet  the  ends, 
thus  rushing  the  work  and  keeping  four 
faces  driving  at  once.  The  tunnel  was 
commenced  in  November,  1903,  and  is 
a  little  over  two  miles  in  length  on  a 
one-third  per  cent  grade,  making  the 
outlet  forty  feet  lower  than  the  point 
where  drainage  will  begin,  but  sufficient 
for  adequate  flow.  The  tunnel  is  per¬ 
fectly  straight,  excepting  a  turn  of 
eighteen  per  cent  400  feet  from  the 
mouth.  It  is  eight  feet  high  and  eight 
feet  wide,  and  the  engineering  work 
was  so  perfectly  done  that  when  two 
of  the  headings  came  together  last  week 
it  was  found  they  were  not  three 
inches  out  of  place,  and  the  two  head¬ 
ings  just  completed  met  by  a  still  closer 
margin,  d'he  tunnel  taps  Hoffman  mine 
at  its  lowest  point,  also  the  lowest  point 
of  the  big  vein  seam  of  the  region,  and 
crosses  several  of  the  lower  seams. 
The  drills  were  run  by  compressed  air, 
which  served  also  to  ventilate  the  tun¬ 
nel.  Nothing  remains  now  to  be  done 
but  the  cleaning  up  of  the  bottoms  and 
timbering.  The  large  steam  pumps  at 
the  bottom  of  the  new  shaft  will  then  be 
closed  down.  Tunneling  will  be  con¬ 
tinued  between  Hoffman  and  Eckhart 
mine,  a  draining  heading  and  ditch 


started  to  tap  the  Carlos  mines,  which 
lie  two  miles  from  the  upper  end  of 
the  tunnel,  and  portions  of  Ocean  mine 
will  be  drained.  'I'lie  old  Borden  prop¬ 
erty  will  also  eventually  be  drained 
through  this  tunnel,  making  accessible 
many  acres  of  coal  which  lie  under 
water.  'J  he  value  of  the  tunnel  will 
not  only  be  felt  by  the  Consolidation 
Coal  Co.,  but  also  by  hundreds  of  min¬ 
ers  who  are  now  working  in  wet  places 
or  are  often  thrown  out  of  employment 
by  high  water.  'I  hc  Consolidation  Coal 
Co.  and  surrounding  properties  of  other 
companies  will  soon  be  able  to  do  away 
with  their  immense  pumping  stations, 
which  not  only  cost  large  sums,  but 
which  arc  operated  at  a  cost  of  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  annually.  The  engi¬ 
neering  was  done  by  the  engineering 
department  of  the  company,  II.  V. 
Hesse,  now  superintendent,  chief  engi¬ 
neer,  and  the  work  was  done  by  Philip 
Jenkins  &  Sons.  The  draining  of  the 
mines  by  this  process  will  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year  make  Georges  creek, 
which  drains  the  entire  mining  region, 
almost  a  dry  stream,  will  eventually 
divert  an  immense  volume  of  water 
toward  and  through  Cumberland  by 
way  of  Braddock  Run  and  Wills  creek, 
and  will  bring  the  much  talked  of  sul¬ 
phur  water  of  the  mining  region  into 
the  river  at  a  point  far  below  the  intake 
of  the  Cumberland  waterworks. 

Southern  Notes. 

The  Arkansas  Anthracite  Coal  Co., 
Little  Rock,  Ark.,  which  owns  14,000 
acres  of  semi-anthracite  coal  lands  in 
Logan  county,  is  making  arrangements 
to  sink  shafts  for  the  development  of  the 


property.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are  H.  L.  Remmel  and  J.  A.  Trawick. 

The  Gray  Eagle  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  mine 
coal  and  other  minerals.  The  authorized 
capital  stock  is  placed  at  $20,000,  of 
which  amount  $H,000  has  been  paid  in. 
The  officers  and  directors  for  the  first 
year  are  the  following:  G.  M.  Bowers, 
president;  1 1.  W.  Perry,  vice-president 
and  general  manager,  and  T.  B.  Perry, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Terry  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
opened  a  five-foot  vein  of  what  is 
claimed  to  be  the  finest  coal  ever  found 
in  western  Kentucky  on  their  property 
near  the  railroad  north  of  Empire,  and 
now  have  a  large  force  of  men  shaping 
the  mines  and  pushing  tlie  work,  prepar¬ 
ing  for  shipping  coal  as  speedily  as  pos¬ 
sible  over  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad. 

John  B.  Caldwell,  former  treasurer 
of  the  Inman,  Va.,  operations  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Iron  &  Coke  Co.,  who  was  arrested 
a  few  months  ago,  charged  with  having 
stolen  upward  of  $15,000  from  the  com¬ 
pany,  has  been  sentenced  by  the  circuit 
court  at  Wise,  Va.,  to  several  years  in 
the  penitentiary.  Caldwell  pleaded 
guilty  and  threw  himself  upon  the  mercy 
of  the  court.  Soon  after  his  arrest  he 
reimbursed  the  company  for  every  cent 
he  had  stolen. 

A  deed  has  just  been  placed  of  record 
transferring  all  of  the  land  of  the  North 
American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  Sparta,  Tenn.,  to  the  Bon 
Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  The  consideration 
mentioned  in  the  deed  is  $88,605,  which 
is  said  to  be  at  the  rate  of  $15  per  acre. 


This  is  a  valuable  tract  of  land  and 
will  prove  quite  an  addition  to  the  al¬ 
ready  valuable  holdings  of  the  Bon  Air 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  which  are  among  the 
largest  and  most  valuable  in  the  south. 
The  Bon  .\ir  Co.  is  now  having  regis¬ 
tered  a  mortgage  on  all  their  property 
to  secure  the  insurance  of  one  and  a  half 
million  dollars  of  improvement  bonds, 
the  New  York  Trust  Company  being 
named  as  trustee.  It  will  require  several 
weeks  to  record  this. 

The  properties  of  the  Obey  River  Coal 
Co.,  located  on  the  Crawford  branch 
of  the  Southern  railway,  seven  miles 
from  Monterey,  Tenn.,  have  been  leased 
to  E.  J.  Fuller,  of  Nashville,  and  E.  L. 
Hampton,  of  Tracy  City,  on  a  royalty, 
and  will  be  extensively  developed.  The 
new  owners  propose  establishing  general 
offices  in  Nashville,  and  handle  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  all  their  properties  from  that 
city.  They  represent  something  over 
$2,000, (X)0  worth  of  coal  properties,  and 
when  consolidated  it  will  be  one  of  the 
largest  companies  in  the  south,  excepting 
the  Bon  Air  Co.  and  the  Tennessee  Coal, 
Iron  &  Railroad  Co.  Mr.  Fuller  and 
Mr.  Hampton  are  the  parties  who  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  interest  of  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.,  in  the 
Tracy  City  mines.  They  are  already 
very  large  coal  operators,  and  propose 
to  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country. 
The  Obey  River  properties  belong  to  a 
company  of  Nashville  capitalists,  of 
which  R.  M.  Dudley  is  president.  It 
was  recently  reorganized,  and  the  capital 
stock  increased  to  $750,000.  Some  ad¬ 
ditional  stock  was  sold,  but  all  the  stock 
has  since  been  taken  off  the  market. 
The  Obey  River  Coal  Co.  will  continue 
to  own  the  property,  but  it  will  have  only 
a  royalty  interest  in  it. 
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General  Review 

The  intense  heat  of  the  past  week  had  a  direct  and  controlling 
effect  upon  the  coal  markets  in  almost  every  section  of  the  conntry. 
The  prevalence  of  the  liot  wave  has  been  general,  causing  disinclina¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  every  one  to  do  any  work  or  transact  any  business 
which  could  he  postponed,  lleports  from  almost  every  important 
center  show  a  mininuun  of  activity.  Actual  trade  conditions  have 
not  been  affected  in  any  vital  way,  prices  not  having  fallen  off  nor 
despondent  views  of  the  future  created.  The  effect  has  boon  equally 
strong  upon  the  dealers  and  upon  consumers,  the  latter  having  no 
inclination  to  buy,  and  the  foianer  being  ecpially  loathe  to  work  for 
business.  With  a  decided  change  in  the  temperatui'e  all  reports 
indicate  a  general  revival  of  activity  as  being  probable. 

The  steady  absorption  of  anthracite  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
throughout  the  summer  months  seems  finally  to  have  resulted  in  all 
hut  complete  stocking  up  of  this  market,  until  a  point  has  been 
reached  where  there  is  no  storage  room  remaining  available.  The  con¬ 
suming  public  not  having  yet  commenced  to  buy  to  any  appreciable 
extent,  the  distributing  agencies  are  simply  compelled  to  cease  the 
accumulation  of  stocks  until  such  time  as  present  supplies  become 
depleted.  Unless  a  sudden  and  heavy  demand  should  develop  on  the 
part  of  consumers,  no  material  change  from  the  present  state  of 
dullness  can  be  looked  for  on  the  seaboard  much  if  any  before  the 
first  of  October. 

In  Chicago  and  vicinity  the  anthracite  trade  is  at  its  lowest  ebb ; 
in  fact,  there  is  no  anthracite  business,  and  a  similar  condition  is 
reported  from  other  western  centers.  The  sole  exception  to  this  state¬ 
ment  is  Detroit,  whe  the  last  week  has  shown  a  decided' increase  in 
demand,  both  by  the  local  trade  and  throughout  that  portion  of 
Michigan  which  obtains  its  supplies  from  the  Detroit  offices. 

Despite  these  reports  of  stagnation  from  many  widely  scattered 
centers  of  trade  both  east  and  west,  the  general  condition  of  the 
anthracite  trade  is  indicated  by  the  maintenance  of  a  steady  volume  of 
production  and  the  ready  absorption  of  the  product  is  fairly  strong 
and  shows  practically  no  reduction  from  the  two  previous  months. 
A  large  portion  of  the  output  must  therefore  be  forwarded  to  dealers 
in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns  and  to  remote  points,  which  are  seeing 
Ihe  wisdom  of  laying  in  adequate  stocks  in  advance  of  the  rush  of 
business  which  can  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  he  much  longer 
delayed. 

'  Apart  from  such  shipments  as  tliose  just  indicated,  each  in  itself 
comparatively  small,  but  large  in  the  aggregate,  the  only  important 
buyers  of  anthracite  at  the  present  time  are  the  operators  of  the  upper 
lake  docks.  During  the  past  week  forwarding  from  Buffalo  to  these 
consignees  aggregated  over  104,000  tons,  of  which  it  is  noticeable 
that  over  77,000  tons  went  to  Lake  Michigan  ports,  as  against  27,000 
tons  to  Lake  Superior  ports. 

Very  little  real  trouble  has  as  yet  been  experienced  in  securing 
reasonably  prompt  delivery  of  anthracite  shipments,  but  enough  delay 
has  already  occurred  to  indicate  that  a  very  slight  increase  in  require¬ 
ments  of  other  industries  will  have  a  serious  effect,  and  this  may  be 
expected  as  soon  as  the  crops  begin  to  move,  as  box  cars  will  then  be 
in  demand  for  both  classes  of  freight. 

Increased  Eastern  Demand  for  Bituminous  Coal. 

So  far  as  any  activity  has  been  apparent  on  the  seaboard  during 
the  week  it  has  been  due  to  a  slightly  increased  demand  for  bituminous 
coal,  particularly  for  certain  special  grades.  This  demand  has  not 
been  developed  from  any  one  well  defined  source,  but  has  been  due  to 
a  multiplicity  of  scattered  orders,  stimulated,  it  is  believed,  by  the 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  existing  prices  because  of  an  expectation 
that  an  advance  in  quotations  is  about  to  take  place.  Bailroads 
carrying  bituminous  coal  to  the  Atlantic  ports  arc  much  more  con- 
jested  than  the  anthracite  carrying  roads,  so  that  delays  diie  to  a, 
shortage  of  cars  have  been  a  more  frequent  occurrence.  Buyers  arc 
at  last  waking  up  to  the  realization  of  the  fact  that  a  serious  car 
famine  will  soon  be  due,  and  so  are  showing  an  increased  disposition 
to  replenish  tlieir  stocks  in  advance  of  its  occurrence. 


of  tKe  Markets. 

Another  added  element  of  strength  to  be  noted  is  the  steadily 
increasing  shipment  upon  contract.  At  the  ])resent  rate  of  ])rogrc*ss 
this  class  of  business  will  soon  be  taking  its  full  monthly  allotment. 

While  there  is  some  movement  in  the  coastwise  trade,  the  business 
which  is  taken  care  of  in  this  way  is  more  backward  than  usual,  with 
the  possible  excejffion  of  ports  along  Long  Island  sound,  to  which 
there  is  a  fair  movement.  Vessels  are  in  good  supply,  with  rates 
remaining  unchanged,  d'he  exportation  of  coal  to  foreign  markets, 
especially  from  the  port  of  Baltimore,  continues  to  be  satisfactory, 
both  as  to  volume  and  as  to  prices  obtained,  d'he  larger  part  of  this 
exportation  is  to  Mexico,  with  Fairmont  coal  as  a  favorite,  but  con¬ 
siderable  shipments  are  made  to  other  places,  especially  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  and  on  government  account  to  Manilla. 

Eetail  business  throughout  the  cast,  both  on  the  coast  and  at 
interior  points,  is  reported  as  being  of  the  very  lightest,  but  with 
indications  here  and  there  which  seem  to  show  that  business  will 
revive  shortly. 

Great  Volume  of  Business  in  Pittsburg  Region. 

So  far  as  there  is  any  complaint  concerning  business  in  the 
Pittsburg  region  it  pertains  not  to  demand  or  to  prices,  but  to  em¬ 
barrassments  in  operation  and  delivery.  The  exceedingly  heavy  de¬ 
mand  for  all  varieties  of  coal  produced  in  southwestern  Pennsylvania, 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio  continues  without  abatement,  and  if  any¬ 
thing,  is  increasing  both  in  volume  and  in  urgency  for  rapid  delivery. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  scarcity  of  labor  is  most  aggravating, 
curtailing  operation  at  a  time  when  curtailment  means  a  loss  of  other¬ 
wise  available  business. 

For  this  reasop  the  j)rogress  toward  the  existence  of  an  absolute 
car  famine  is  much  more  advanced  than  elsewhere,  the  list  of  roads 
unable  to  meet  the  demands  for  ears  receiving  accessions  almost  every 
day,  and  this  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  some  of  these  roads  have 
added  very  largely  to  their  rolling  stock. 

Although  the  Pittsburg  harbor  was  veiy  nearly  cleared  of  loaded 
barges  at  the  time  of  the  rise  in  the  river  stage  a  fortnight  ago,  the 
amount  of  coal  afloat  is  again  very  large,  and  shippers  engaged  in 
the  river  trade  are  therefore  watching  anxiously  for  signs  of  another 
rise  in  the  river  sufficient  to  permit  of  another  shipment  to  lowt'r- 
river  markets. 

The  number  of  strikes  in  progress  at  or  near  Pittsburg  has  been 
increased  to  three,  but  in  each  case  the  cause  is  some  specific  mis¬ 
understanding  between  the  operators  of  the  mine  and  their  employes, 
so  that  no  fear  is  entertained  of  labor  troubles  of  sufficient  extent  to 
cause  general  embarassment. 

The  only  material  changes  in  prices  current  during  the  week,  or 
expected  in  the  near  future,  arc  in  quotations  on  Youghioghenv. 
Hocking  and  West  Virginia  smokele.ss  and  splint  coals.  The  one  note¬ 
worthy  advance  during  the  week  has  been  one  of  twenty-live  cents  on 
these  descriptions  for  delivery  by  way  of  the  lakes  at  western  and 
northwestern  docks. 

All-rail  prices  on  these  descriptions,  with  one  or  two  exc'Options, 
remain  unclianged,  hut  it  is  thought  that  by  September  first  quota¬ 
tions  for  such  shipments  will  he  adjusted  to  correspond  to  the  advance 
already  made  for  dock  coal.  Whether  changes  in  the  September 
circular  will  be  limited  to  such  adjustments,  or  whether  further 
advances  will  be  made,  has  not  yet  been  announced. 

Throughout  the  central  west  the  heat  has  been  especially  intense 
and  oppressive  during  the  past  week,  causing  stagnation  of  all  busi¬ 
ness  just  at  a  time  when  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  a  noticeaide 
gain  in  the  condition  of  the  coal  market  would  be  made.  The  cause 
of  the  existing  dullness  being  such  that  every  one  could  readily  feel 
it,  no  disheartenment  has  been  caused,  and  almost  everybody  in  the 
trade  is  expecting  a  decided  imi)rovemcnt  in  business  as  soon  as  the 
hot  weather  is  broken.  Excei)t  in  screenings,  Illinois  and  Indiana 
coals  are  showing  more  firmness  than  for  many  weeks  past,  this  con¬ 
dition  being  directly  promoted  by  the  fact  that  there  is  very  little 
demurrage  coal  on  the  market  of  any  sizes  except  screenings. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  August  23. 

The  long  continued  period  of  excessive  heat 
is  charged,  prolialily  with  good  reason,  with  being 
the  cause  of  delay  in  the  expected  revival  of 
activity  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade.  The  sales 
of  the  week  in  all  lines  have  been  very  light, 
probably  as  little  business  having  been  trans¬ 
acted  as  during  any  single  week  of  the  entire 
summer.  No  one,  however,  seems  to  be  in  the 
least  disheartened  by  this  fact,  regarding  it  as 
the  only  condition  which  could  be  expected 
with  the  temperature  remaining  high  and  sta¬ 
tionary.  The  outlook  for  an  early  improve¬ 
ment  is  good.  The  volume  of  inquiries  has 
greatly  increased  since  our  last  report,  some 
dealers  stating  that  they  are  receiving  five 
inquiries  where  they  received  one  a  week  ago. 

Market  in  a  State  of  Transition. 

Apart  from  the  depressing  effect  of  weather 
conditions,  the  chief  cause  for  the  small  vol¬ 
ume  of  actual  sales,  just  at  present,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  the  market  is  now  in  a 
transition  state  from  lower  to  higher  prices, 
causing  apathy  on  the  part  of  both  sellers  and 
buyers,  though  for  different  reasons.  With 
an  advance  pending,  dealers  are  not  anxious 
to  accept  business  at  the  old  prices  and  are 
not  pressing  for  business  as  they  were  a  short 
time  since.  Circular  prices  of  some  descrip¬ 
tions  have  already  been  advanced  and  even 
where  this  has  not  yet  taken  place,  dealers  are 
holding  much  more  stiffly  for  the  former  cir¬ 
cular  prices;  that  is,  they  are  refusing  to  grant 
the  discounts  which  were  given  freely  earlier 
in  the  month. 

Buyers,  on  the  other  hand,  when  prices  be¬ 
gin  to  stiffen,  naturally  hold  back  in  the  hope 
that  the  advance  is  only  temporary  and  that  by 
delaying  they  will  be  able  to  secure  the  old 
terms.  Only  the  lapse  of  a  little  time  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  for  prices 
will  soon  become  settled  on  the  newer  basis 
so  that  the  trade  will  be  ready  to  recognize 
the  new  conditions  as  prevailing  and  resume 
buying  accordingly. 

In  some  quarters  the  conditions  of  trade  in 
outside  territory  are  reported  as  showing  de¬ 
cided  improvement,  but  in  other  quarters  the 
same  apathy  which  is  found  in  Chicago  is 
equally  prevalent.  Reports  from  upwards  of 
seventy-five  customers  of  one  jobber  scattered 
through  three  states  indicate  that  about  ninety 
per  cent  of  them  will  not  be  in  the  market 
before  the  middle  of  September  and  forty  per 
cent  of  them  not  before  early  October. 

The  Question  of  Car  Supply. 

Unless  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  thus  holding  back  from  stocking 
coal  experience  a  decided  change  of  purpose 
soon,  they  will  undoubtedly  find  themselves  in 
an  unpleasant  predicament  when  they  do  get 
ready  to  place  their  orders.  We  make  tliis 
statement  advisedly,  as  there  is  every  ground 
for  the  conviction  that  the  car  shortage  already 
prevailing  on  some  roads  is  only  in  its  infancy 
and  that  another  month  will  develop  such  a 
stringency  in  the  car  supply  that  orders  will 
be  filled  with  difficulty  and  very  slowly.  This 
prediction  is  based,  not  merely  upon  the  state¬ 
ments  of  coal  men  who  might  be  suspected  of 
promulgating  the  idea  to  help  trade,  but  is 
based  upon  information  from  independent  and 
impartial  sources,  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
The  chief  coal-carrying  roads  are  putting  forth 
unusual  efforts  to  gather  in  their  coal  cars 
scattered  upon  foreign  lines,  and  are  urging 
upon  manufacturers  the  necessity  for  rapid  de¬ 


livery  of  new  cars  due  upon  outstanding  orders 
and  in  every  way  are  making  the  most  stren¬ 
uous  efforts  in  preparation  for  the  fall  traffic. 

Traffic  managers  state,  however,  that  with 
everything  done  that  can  be  done,  they  expect 
to  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  supplying 
even  a  fair  proportion  of  the  demands  for  cars 
from  the  various  industrial  interests  upon  their 
lines,  and  predict  that  no  industry  can  be  taken 
care  of  with  promptness  and  dispatch.  Coal 
carrying,  being  one  of  the  least  remunerative 
class  of  freight,  will  suffer  first,  most  and 
longest.  One  traffic  manager  today  stated 
that  those  who  are  wise  would  lay  in  their 
supplies  of  coal  before  the  fall  movement  of 
crops  begins. 

Reference  was  made  in  this  column  last 
week  to  the  preparations  being  made  by  the 
Illinois  Central  system  for  the  coming  car 
famine.  As  was  then  stated  this  railway  com¬ 
pany  has  taken  up  systematically  and  in  detail 
the  question  of  car  distribution  with  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  arriving  at  a  method  whereby  all 
mines  located  upon  its  lines  should  receive 
equal  and  just  treatment.  As  a  result  of  the 
series  of  conferences  with  operators  held  last 
week  a  complete  system  of  car  distribution  has 
been  determined  upon,  and  is  being  put  into 
effect. 

It  is  stated  that  out  of  a  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  operators  concerned  in  the  matter,  all  but 
three  expressed  themselves  as  fully  satisfied 
with  the  plan  adopted.  This  is  certainly  a 
noteworthy  showing,  and  speaks  well  for  the 
plan  in  advance.  Its  practical  working  out, 
therefore,  under  trial,  will  be  watched  with 
much  interest.  TlTe  details  of  the  plan  as 
adopted  are  given  in  full  in  another  column  of 
this  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Protracted  Apathy  in  Anthracite. 

The  expected  radical  improvement  in  the 
western  anthracite  market  confidently  pre¬ 
dicted  for  August  by  the  western  sales  agents 
of  the  anthracite  producers  has  absolutely 
failed  to  materialize.  It  is  probable,  from  the 
business  transacted  thus  far  during  the  month, 
that  the  total  sales  for  August  will  fall  far 
below  those  of  the  corresponding  month  in 
previous  years.  One  sales  agent  accounts  for 
this  condition  as  springing  directly  from  the 
effect  of  the  sudden  change  in  prices  for  May 
delivery  as  compared  with  those  for  April  de¬ 
livery.  As  will  be  remembered,  on  May  first 
there  was  a  drop  of  forty  cents.  Retail  dealers 
who  had  purchased  heavily  at  the  April  price 
were  unable  to  secure  an  adjustment  to  concur 
with  May  prices  and  found  themselves  heavily 
loaded  with  coal  which,  if  sold  at  the  usual 
summer  rates,  would  net  them  a  loss.  Dealers 
who  had  not  purchased  in  April,  but  who 
bought  at  May  or  June  prices,  saw  in  this 
condition  of  affairs  an  opportunity  to  make 
some  additional  profit  and  at  the  same  time 
to  perform  a  kindly  act  toward  those  who  had 
been  caught.  The  result  has  been  a  quite 
general  maintenance  of  retail  prices  through¬ 
out  the  summer  on  a  winter  basis.  Consum¬ 
ers,  finding  that  early  buying  would  not  give 
them  any  material  advantage  in  price,  have 
postponed  stocking  for  the  winter. 

.'\s  a  result  the  bins  of  the  retailers,  which 
normally  would  by  this  time  have  been  cleaned 
up  from  their  earlier  stocking,  are  still  well 
filled  and  hence  the  volume  of  the  August 
wholesale  trade  is  reduced  as  noted  above. 

Advance  in  Eastern  Bituminous. 

Eastern  bituminous  coals  are,  for  the  most 
part,  sharing  in  the  temporary  dullness  caused 
by  the  hot  weather  so  far  as  concerns  the 


local  trade.  The  western  market  for  these 
products  is,  however,  sustained  with  undimin¬ 
ished  firmness,  supported  as  in  the  past  by 
the  demands  of  the  dock  business.  The  vessel 
supply  is  practically  as  restricted  as  for  some 
weeks  past.  Vessel  owners  are  not  much 
tempted  by  the  existing  standard  tariff  for 
coal  carrying  and  shippers  in  urgent  need  can 
only  secure  charters,  unless  previously  con¬ 
tracted,  by  payment  of  a  premium. 

The  continuance  of  this  stringency  in  the 
vessel  supply  has  at  last  had  its  effect  upon 
quotations  for  coal  delivered  at  upper  lake 
docks.  On  Monday,  August  twentieth,  a  new 
circular  went  into  effect  showing  an  advance 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  most  descrip¬ 
tions.  The  new  prices  for  present  shipment, 
subject  to  change  without  notice  and  the  usual 
conditions  of  sale  and  shipment  f.  o.  b.  cars 
Duluth,  Superior  and  Milwaukee,  are  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


Hocking — Screened  lump  . ; . J3.55 

Hockjng — Dock  run  .  3.15 

Hocking — Screenings  .  2.15 

West  Virginia  domestic  splint — hand  picked .  3.80 

West  Virginia  steam  and  gas  screened  lump .  3  55 

West  Virginia  steam  and  gas  dock-run  .  3.25 

West  Virginia  steam  and  gas  screenings  .  2.C5 

Voughiogheny — Screened  lump  .  3.55 

Youghioglieny — Dock-run  .  3.25 

Voughiogheny — Screenings  . .  2.65 

Smokeless — Screened  lump  and  egg  . .  5.u0 

Smokeless — Dock-run  .  3.55 

Smithing — in  bulk — Lilly  .  4.15 

Smithing — sacked — Lilly  .  5.90 

Cannel  .  6.25 


Smokeless  Coal  Shows  Undiminished  Strength. 

Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals  are  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  for  the  all-rail  trade,  with  ship¬ 
ments  far  behind  orders,  the  car  supply  on 
both  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  and  the  Norfolk 
and  Western  being  entirelj'  inadequate  for  the 
demands  made.  Run-of-mine  is  still  nominally 
.$1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
although  the  ten-cent  advance  announced  for 
September  first  is  to  a  certain  extent  already 
applied.  Lump  and  egg  have  for  some  time 
been  selling  at  a  premium  above  the  circular 
price  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This  premium 
has  now  advanced  until  the  current  quotation 
is  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Splint  coal,  while  sharing  in  the  temporarj' 
dullness  locally,  is  in  such  heavy  demand  for 
the  dock  business  that  the  all-rail  price  has 
been  forced  upward  in  consequence,  inch-and- 
a-half  standard  Kanawha  splint  being  now 
quoted  at  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  an  increase  during  the  present  week 
of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton. 

Voughiogheny,  Fairmont  and  Hocking,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  same  conditions  which  are  affect¬ 
ing  the  other  eastern  bituminous  coals,  are 
firm  at  former  prices,  regardless  of  the  light 
demand  of  the  all-rail  trade.  While  these 
coals  have  not  yet  been  advanced  in  price  to 
correspond  to  the  advance  made  in  them  at 
the  docks,  the  continuance  of  the  present  quo¬ 
tations  can  not  be  expected  beyond  a  very  few 
days.  Advances,  in  most,  if  not  all  of  them, 
will  be  made  September  first,  if  not  sooner. 

The  Springfield  coal  market  throughout  the 
present  week  has  shown  practically  no  activ¬ 
ity  as  regards  Chicago  local  trade.  A  decrease 
in  the  amount  of  car-service  coal  available  has 
enabled  the  trade  to  hold  more  stiffly  to  the 
established  basis  of  prices  for  shipments  from 
the  mines  and  buyers  have  been  reluctant  to 
stand  for  the  advanced  cost.  This  cost,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  excessive  heat,  has  been  an 
effective  check  to  the  transaction  of  business. 
The  onlj-  noticeable  weakness  has  been  in 
screenings,  which  have  sold  during  the  week 
at  45@55c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.20@$1.30 
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f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  for  the  most 
part  has  held  at  75@80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  some 
saies  chiefly  from  the  Pana  field  have  been 
made  five  cents  below  this  minimum.  Domes¬ 
tic  lump  has  sold  at  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  .$1. 90(5)2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Operators  in  the  Carterville  district  find  the 
Chicago  market  for  their  product  the  same  as 
noted  above  for  central  Illinois  coal,  but  report 
somewhat  improved  conditions  in  outside  terri¬ 
tory.  In  general,  reports  from  the  western  all¬ 


rail  market  outside  of  Chicago  are  somewhat 
contradictory,  the  attitude  of  buyers  varying 
without  any  seeming  reason  in  towns  even 
closely  adjacent,  some  being  ready  to  com¬ 
mence  the  laying  in  of  stocks  and  others  an¬ 
nouncing  their  intention  to  do  nothing  decisive 
until  the  latter  part  of  September  or  first  of 
October. 

Operators  in  the  Indiana  fields  have  had  a 
gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  imiuiries 
some  of  which  have  already  been  converted 
into  definite  orders.  Business,  however,  is 


still  light  in  this  field  and  prices  remain  prac¬ 
tically  unchanged  except  that  there  is  a 
greater  tendency  toward  a  successful  main¬ 
tenance  of  circular  prices  especially  by  the 
larger  companies.  Many  of  the  smaller  com¬ 
panies  and  one  or  two  of  the  larger  ones  arc 
still  inclined  to  accept  business  at  prices  rang¬ 
ing  from  five  to  twenty  cents  below  circular. 
Much  difficulty  is  already  being  experienced  in 
this  field  in  the  securing  of  adequate  car  sup¬ 
ply,  forcing  some  producers  to  be  considerably 
behind  in  the  filling  of  their  orders. 


Market  and  Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  August  23. 

Prosperity  is  spelled  with  capital  letters  in 
Pittsburg.  When  the  coal  and  coke  men  are  too 
busy  during  the  summer  months  to  take_  vaca¬ 
tions,  there  is  just  reason  to  presume  that  it  pays 
to  stay  at  home.  A  number  of  cases  are  reported 
to  us  of  prominent  operators  who  are  sticking  at 
their  desks,  and  if  a  vacation  has  been  or  will  be 
indulged  in  it  was  or  will  be  one  of  those  com¬ 
bined  ones,  viz.,  the  “business  with  pleasure’ 
kind.  The  coal  man  in  this  district  is  pretty 
well  pleased  with  his  job.  The  summer  months 
are  breaking  all  previous  records  in  the  coke 
as  well  as  coal  business. 

During  the  week  the  river  shippers  have  been 
exceedingly  busy,  sending  all  available  empty 
barges  to  the  mines  in  the  upper  pools.  There  is 
another  large  accumulation  of  coal  in  the  har¬ 
bor,  waiting  for  a  rise.  A  rise  has  been  expected 
for  some  days,  as  there  have  been  heavy  rains 
east  and  south  of  here,  but  little  effect,  however, 
is  noticed  in  the  river  at  present. 

Scarcity  of  Labor  Continues. 

Labor  in  the  district  continues  scarce.  This  is 
not  confined  to  the  coal  and  coke  industry,  but 
the  shortage  is  felt  by  the  iron  and  steel  in¬ 
terests  also,  and  late  reports  are  that  the  local 
railroads  are  experiencing  considerable  inconven¬ 
ience  by  not  being  able  to  get  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  to  handle  trains. 

The  strike  of  the  miners  employed  by  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Plate  Glass  Co.  is  still  on.  Since  our  last 
report  a  serious  conflict  occurred  between  the 
union  and  non-union  men,  resulting  in  one  death 
and  the  serious  injury  of  a  number  of  others. 
This  strike  seems  to  become  more  complicated 
every  day.  The  company  is  determined  to  run 
its  mines  as  they  see  fit,  and  claim  to  have  been 
paying  their  men  up  to  the  limit  demanded  by 
the  miners’  union.  The  miners  have  much  at 
stake  in  ,the  case,  and  are  determined,  they  say, 
to  permit  none  but  union  men  to  work  in  any 
mine  owned  by  the  plate  glass  company. 

Two  other  strikes  are  on  in  the  district,  both 
of  them  having  occurred  during  the  week.  It 
is  not  thought  that  they  will  last  long  or  be  of 
much  importance. 

Cars  continue  to  be  short  in  the  district,  with 
no  encouragement  from  the  railroads  that  they 
will  be  more  plentiful  until  late  in  the  fall. 

Notwithstanding  the  shortage  of  cars  in  the 
district,  the  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  for  the 
week  is  much  larger  than  for  last  week. 

A  decided  gain  in  the  stock,  both  common  and 
preferred,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 'Co.  is  noted. 
This  's  encouraging  and  has  quite  a  beneficial 
effect  on  general  trade  in  this  city.  There  are 
heavy  holdings  in  this  community  of  Westing- 
house.  United  States  Steel,  Crucible  Steel  and 
Pittsburgh  Coal  stocks,  and  the  price  of  any  one 
of  them  influences  general  business.  At  present 
all  of  them  are  in  good  condition,  and  conserva¬ 
tive  bankers  assert  that  Pittsburgh  Coal  will 
astonish  many  people  yet  and  get  back  to  where 
it  was  two  years  ago. 

Prices  Unchanged,  but  Advance  Expected. 

There  is  but  little  change  to  note  in  prices  for 
the  week.  The  principal  fact  worthy  of  notice 
is  that  the  market  prices  are  strong  and  that 
operators  have  an  abundance  of  orders.  The 
outlook  is  for  an  advance  over  present  rates,  but 
this  may  not  come  speedily.  Matters  are  at  al¬ 
most  high  tension  now,  and  prices  may  force 
themselves  upward  very  soon. 


Run-of-mine  coal  is  strong  at  $1.10(@1.20,  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  lump  is  selling  for  $1.30@1.40  per  ton, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  three-quarter  inch  is  quoted  at 
$1.20@1.30  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack 
continues  strong  at  85@95c  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine. 

The  coke  market  continues  strong,  with  slightly 
increased  prices  over  last  week.  Furnace  coke  is 
listed  at  $2.80@2.90  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens, 
and  foundry  is  selling  for  $2.95@3.10  per  ton, 
f.  0.  b.  the  ovens.  Both  kinds  of  coke  are  in 
strong  demand,  and  it  keeps  the  operators  busy 
to  supply  their  customers. 

The  prices  for  coal,  coke  and  anthracite  coal 
for  domestic  use  remain  unchanged.  There  will 
be  a  stiff  advance,  however,  in  the  near  future. 
Dealers  are  urging  domestic  consumers  to  take 
advantage  of  the  prices  now  prevailing  and  “stock 
up.”  Many  of  them  are  doing  so,  and  as  a  re¬ 
sult  the  local  retail  dealers  are  swamped  with 
orders. 

A  prominent  coal  operator  said  to  your_  corre¬ 
spondent  this  week:  “Pittsburg  and  vicinity  is  a 
shining  commentary  on  the  old  truth  that  it 
pays  better  to  work  than  to  talk.  Everybody  in 
this  district,”  he  said,  “is  so  busy  taking  care  of 
their  present  business  that  they  have  no  time 
to  discuss  the  state  of  affairs,  or  to  find  fault 
with  the  present  condition  of  business.”  This  is 
exactly  the  situation  in  the  Pittsburg  district  as 
regards  the  coal  and  coke  industry. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Black  Diamond  Coal  Mine,  near  Monon- 
gahela.  Pa.,  is  tied  up  owing  to  a  strike  of  the 
mule  drivers.  The  cause  of  the  strike  is  the  dis¬ 
charging  of  one  man,  and  as  a  consequence  over 
two  hundred  men  are  idle. 

During  the  past  few  days  the  rivers  rose 
slightly,  but  not  enough  to  enable  another  cargo 
of  coal  to  get  away.  This  was  quite  a  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  the  river  coal  shippers,  as  they  were 
unable  to  dispose  of  all  their  product  during  the 
last  rise. 

A  fire  at  the  National  Coal  Co.,  located  near 
Butler,  Pa.,  which  occurred  this  week,  destroyed 
the  tipple,  boiler  house  and  other  equipment. 
The  company  has  had  a  series  of  mishaps  in  the 
two  years  of  its  existence  and  it  is  reported  that 
it  will  hardly  resume  operations. 

As  a  result  of  differences  growing  out  of  the 
wage  scale  two  hundred  and  fifty  miners  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Pittsburg  &  Cross  Creek  Coal 
Co.,  near  Washington,  Pa.,  are  on  strike.  The 
mines,  which  are  located  in  a  new  field  on  the 
Wabash  road,  were  opened  two  months  ago. 

As  a  result  of  the  last  rise  in  the  rivers  hun¬ 
dreds  of  empty  craft  have  arrived  in  the  harbor. 
This  large  number  of  empties  assures  work  for 
the  river  mines  for  some  time  to  come.  Not  for 
many  years  have  there  been  so  many  empty  coal 
boats  of  all  kinds  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor.  These 
are  now  being  rapidly  towed  up  to  the  mines. 

A  shortage  of  both  men  and  cars  is  complained 
of  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  Not  only  are  the 
coal  and  coke  producers  still  calling  loudly  for 
men,  but  the  local  railroads  also  announce  that 
they  are  unable  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of  em¬ 
ployes  to  handle  their  increasing  traffic.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  claims  that  it  could  use  two 
hundred  trainmen  on  the  Pittsburg  division  alone, 
and  that  other  divisions  of  tliat  system  are  simi¬ 
larly  short.  The  Pennsylvania  and  other  local 
roads  need  men,  and  are  advertising  extensively 
for  them. 

If  men  are  scarce,  cars  are  still  harder  to  ob¬ 


tain.  A  short  time  ago  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
sent,  as  the  result  of  orders,  several  hundred 
freight  cars  to  the  wrecking  yards  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed.  I'his  order  has  been  rescinded  and  no 
more  are  now  being  dismantled.  On  the  other 
hand  every  one  that  can  possibly  be  fixed  up  is 
being  repaired,  and  sent  out  again  for  further 
use. 

Pittsburg  coal  has  gained  over  seven  points  at 
the  stock  exchange  during  the  past  week.  Mon¬ 
day  morning  it  opened  at  fifty  and  today  it  is 
strong  at  fifty-seven  and  a  half.  The  rise  is  at¬ 
tributed  here  to  the  merits  of  the  company,  and 
not  through  any  sympathy  with  the  heavy  rise 
in  railroad  stocks.  A  few  weeks  ago  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  company  reported  that  all  of 
their  mines  were  operating  steadily  and  to  their 
limit.  It  was  also  stated  that  better  prices  were 
being  received  for  the  product.  This  has  stimu¬ 
lated  the  activity  of  the  stock  and  prominent 
brokers  and  bankers  have  stated  that  they  think 
it  will  reach  a  much  higher  point  in  the  next 
few  days. 

The  fact  that  many  of  the  blast  furnaces  have 
shut  down  temporarily  does  not  seem  to  affect  the 
coke  trade.  The  demand  for  furnace  coke  is 
growing  stronger  each  week  and  the  outlook 
for  a  heavy  trade  during  the  balance  of  the 
year  is  particularly  bright.  In  the  coke  regions 
men  are  still  scarce ;  so  much  so  that  at  many 
points  it  is  impossible  to  get  enough  of  them  to 
load  the  cars.  During  last  week  there  was  an 
increase  in  both  production  and  shipments,  which 
shows  the  steady  increase  in  the  trade.  The 
week’s  production  was  272,786  tons,  an  increase  of 
169  tons  over  the  week  previous.  The  shipments 
were  11,888  cars,  or  273,424  tons,  an  increase  in 
shipments  over  last  week  of  644  tons. 

The  strike,  previously  reported,  at  the  different 
mines  of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  still  con¬ 
tinues.  During  the  week  it  assumed  an  ugly  phase 
and  as  a  result  a  riot  was  participated  in  at  the 
Creighton  mines  of  the  company.  Manager  Craig 
of  the  glass  company  asserts  that  the  trouble  was 
the  direct  result  of  interference  by  the  organizers 
of  the  miners’  union.  The  union  miners  attacked 
the  non-union  men  and  during  the  battle  one  man 
was  killed,  two  are  missing  and  a  score  were 
seriously  injured.  It  seems  that  the  officers  of  the 
union  sent  Organizers  McKay  and  Davis  to 
straighten  things  out  at  the  different  mines  of  the 
glass  company  with  the  result  as  stated. 

Among  the  members  of  the  miners’  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Pittsburg  expressions  of  regret  over  the 
Creighton  incident  were  coupled  with  the  declara¬ 
tion  that  during  the  entire  period  of  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  Patrick  Dolan  the  Pittsburg  district  min- 
‘  ers  had  no  such  blot  on  their  name  as  this  has 
brought  to  them.  It  is  generally  considered  that 
the  organization  here  is  woefully  weak  in  leati- 
ership,  and  is  suffering  from  the  lack  of  experi¬ 
enced  men  to  handle  trying  ordeals  of  this  char¬ 
acter.  The  outbreak  and  show  of  violence  on  non¬ 
union  miners  is  held  to  be  the  worst  that  could 
come  to  the  strikers’  cause  at  this  time.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  this  matter  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  fact  that  besides  ridding  themselves  of 
President  Dolan  for  his  conservatism  and  regard 
for  law  the  organization  has  since  then,  through 
its  national  officers,  taken  steps  to  dismiss  William 
Little,  for  many  years  a  national  organizer  and 
member  of  the  national  executive  board.  He  has 
just  been  notified  of  his  dismissal  from  the  or¬ 
ganizers’  ranks,  though  because  of  his  election  he 
can  not  be  removed  from  the  executive  boartl. 
Henry  O’Neil  is  also  an  old-time  organizer  and 
was  deposed  from  office  this  week.  Both  had 
been  friends  of  Dolan. 
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Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Oi'i'icE  OK  'I'liE  Bi.ack  Diamond, 
ClNCUNNATI,  August  2:i. 

'I’hc  Iicavy  receipts  of  river  coal  last  week  seem 
to  have  been  absorbed  or  assimilated  by  the  Ciii- 
cimiati  general  market  without  any  apparent 
change  in  the  market,  and  now,  when  appear¬ 
ances  point  to  another  coal  run  from  both  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  the  Kanawha,  coal  men  who  are  in  a 
liosition  to  know  say  that  there  is  no  likelihood 
of  the  anticipated  receipts  by  river  affecting  the 
market  in  any  detrimental  manner.  As  noted  in 
this  rc])ort  last  week,  it  is  impossible  to  give  even 
an  approximate  estimate  of  the  tonnage  received 
by  river  during  the  past  ten  days,  for  the  reason 
that  there  was  plenty  of  water  for  the  large  tow¬ 
boats  to  go  on  farther  south  with  tows  of  coal, 
and  many  of  them  passed  Cincinnati  with  only  a 
friendly  salute  from  their  coarse  and  discordant 
whistles,  trd<ing  their  cargoes  to  Louisville,  Mem¬ 
phis  and  New  Orleans. 

The  news  of  another  rise  in  the  river  conies  as 
a  great  suriirise  to  everybody,  as  August  is  nearly 
always  one  of  the  “dry”  months  in  river  naviga¬ 
tion.  Jt  is  reported  that  there  were  upward  of 
4,000,000  bushels  of  river  coal  loaded  at  Pittsburg 
ready  for  shipment,  most  of  which  was  expectecl 
to  be  moved  on  the  present  swell.  A  much  smaller 
amount  of  coal  was  ready  for  shipment  from  the 
Kanawha  river,  but  the  Kanawha  shippers  ex¬ 
pected  to  get  out  to  market  all  the  coal  they  had 
loaded. 

Four  Million  Bushels  Won’t  Hurt  Market. 

In  the  event  that  three  or  four  million  bushels 
of  coal  should  find  its  way  into  the  Cincinnati 
harbor  during  the  next  few  days,  it  is  not  likely 
that  prices  will  change  a  particle.  River  lump 
is  worth  from  7J/^@8c  a  bushel  for  both  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Kanawha  and  nut  and  slack  from  4  to 
0^2  cents  a  bu«hel  afloat  in  barges.  Elevated  and 
loaded  on  cars,  river  lump  is  worth  $3. ,4,')  a  ton 
f.  o.  1).  Cincinnati.  E'rom  the  foregoing  the  con¬ 
clusion  must  .not  be  drawn  that  there  is  now  an 
extraordinarily  large  amount  of  coal  afloat  in 
the  harbor.  There  is  not.  The  amount  is  a  fair 
stock  for  this  time  of  year. 

Upward  Tendency  of  Prices. 

The  general  market  shows  the  same  great 
strength  that  has  characterized  it  for  several 
weeks,  and  especially  for  the  past  two  weeks. 
There  is  a  constant  upward  tendency  in  prices, 
and  every  circular  sent  out  is  higher  than  the  one 
before  it.  Of  course,  the  scarcity  of  cars  doubt¬ 
less  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  apparent 
stre.ngth  of  the  market,  d'hc  cry  is  universal 
that  the  car  shortage  is  acute,  with  no  prospects 
of  an  early  improvement  in  this  respect.  This 
scarcity  of  cars  starts,  at  once,  the  old  practice 
of  buyers  placing  orders  for  fifty  cars  of  coal 
when  they  really  need  but  twenty-five,  thinking 
that  if  they  order  only  twenty-five  they  might 
get  only  ten  or  fifteen.  E'rom  reports  received  by 
The  Black  Diamond  the  Norfolk  &  Western  is 
now  the  greatest  offender  in  the  matter  of  a  car 
famine,  while  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  not  giv¬ 
ing  its  patrons  half  enough  cars  to  keep  its  many 
and  great  mines  going  at  even  a  fair  average 
pace.  'I'he  operators  and  shippers  from  the  lines 
of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  road  declare  that 
they  are  getting  about  as  many  cars  as  usual, 
though  jt  is  well  known  that  this  latter  line  will 
not  let  its  cars  get  scattered  over  other  railroads 
as  some  roads  do. 

Prices  are  really  unchanged,  but  there  is  a  con¬ 
stantly  firmer  tone  to  the  market,  with  a  corre¬ 
sponding  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  sellers  to 
add  a  few  cents  a  ton  here  and  there  wherever 
they  think  the  business  will  stand  it.  New  River 
and  Pocohontas  lump  and  egg  coal  are  not  to 
be  had  for  less  than  $1.85  and  $3.00  a  ton  for 
reasonably  prompt  shipment,  while  smokeless  run- 
of-mine  is  worth  $1.35  a  ton  for  spot  coal.  Splint 
lump  ranges  from  $1.40  a  ton  for  the  cheapest 
to  $3.00  a  ton  for  fancy  grades  screened  over  four 
and  five-inch  screens,  and  perhaps  otherwise  spe¬ 
cially  prepared.  Splint  run-of-mine  is  selling 
readily  at  $1.00  a  ton,  with  a  number  of  concerns 
asking  and  getting  more  money  for  favorite 
grades.  Nut  and  slack  is  again  very  firm,  with 
the  demand  apparently  greater  than  the  supply. 


and  many  persons  hunting  it  at  sixty-five  cents 
a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  reports  of  contracts  being 
signed  at  eighty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  for 
rather  large  quantities,  and  for  a  period  of  a 
year  from  this  time. 

Hot  Weather  Affects  Retail  Trade. 

'1  he  retail  trade  of  the  city  has  slumped 
off  considerably  during  the  past  two  weeks,  but 
then  when  one  considers  the  weather  during  the 
same  time,  by  far  the  hottest  of  the  season,  a 
large  retail  tonnage  can  not  be  expected.  Retail 
prices  are  firm,  however,  and  aside  from  steam 
contraets  on  nut-and-slack,  the  very  grade  of  coal 
upon  which  all  dealers  should  be  linn,  there  is 
very  little,  if  any,  cutting  of  prices  at  this  time. 
Nut-and-slack  delivered  to  factories  and  other 
steam  users  ranges  from  $1.00  a  ton  upward,  while 
siilint  lump  of  standard  quality  is  worth  $3.25  a 
ton  delivered  to  families.  Pocohontas  and  New 
River  lump  is  selling  for  $4.00  a  ton,  and  anthra¬ 
cite  $7.50,  delivered,  retail.  There  is  no  apparent 
change  in  coke,  it  being  reported  firm  at  $3.60  to 
$3.75  a  ton  at  the  ovens  for  furnace,  and  $3.00 
to  $3.10  a  ton  for  foundry. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  was  in  Cincinnati  Monday  of  this  week 
on  one  of  his  periodical  visits  to  his  properties 
in  this  district. 

L.  A.  Hicklcy,  secretary  a.nd  treasurer  of  the 
Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  and  also  of  the 
Blaine  Coal  Co.,  snent  several  days  here  this  week 
as  the  guest  of  klessrs.  Lyman  and  McVeigh,  of 
the  local  offices  of  the  Island  Creek  company. 

Gottlieb  Ilartweg,  widely  known  as  one  of  the 
former  proprietors  of  the  Huntington  &  St.  Louis 
Towboat  Co.,  and  now  connected  with  a  number 
of  Kanawha  river  coal  interests,  we.nt  to  the 
Kanawha  district  a  few  days  ago  on  business. 

1  he  partnership  heretofore  existing  between 
C.  S.  Lesher  and  J.  C.  Wheeler,  doing  business 
as  the  Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  was  dis¬ 
solved  on  the  twenty-first  of  August  by  J.  C. 
Wheeler  retiring  and  C.  S.  Lesher  assuming  all 
accounts,  both  receivable  and  payable.  Mr.  Lesher 
will  close  out  the  business  as  soon  as  possible. 
C.  G.  Blake  &  Co.  will  be  given  the  contracts  and 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  August  23— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — .Some  of  the  large  coal  ship¬ 
pers  of  West  Virginia  have  been  put  out  of 
the  market  by  the  serious  car  shortage,  and 
Detroiters  are  predicting  for  this  fall  one  of 
the  worst  coal  famines  that  the  country  has 
experienced  for  many  a  year.  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  smokeless  has  gone  up  to  $2  a 
ton,  and  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  which 
sold  its  Ocean  smokeless  last  week  for  $3.25, 
is  completely  out  of  the  market.  That  com¬ 
pany  can  not  take  lake  orders,  either.  Both 
the  car  and  vessel  shortage  is  very  severe. 

Bituminous  Market  Is  Firm. 

Prices  are  stiff  on  all  grades,  and  so  long 
as  the  present  lack  of  transportation  service 
continues  nobody  need  expect  a  dropping  off. 
However,  it  is  anticipated  that  along  about 
next  April  there  will  be  a  great  slump.  The 
Hocking  Valley,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  and  Norfolk  &  Western  roads 
appear  to  be  the  most  affected  by  the  shortage 
of  cars.  Up  to  the  present  time  the  Detroit, 
Toledo  &  fronton,  which  handles  the  product 
of  the  Jackson,  Ohio,  fields,  is  not  seriously 
affected,  but  as  soon  as  the  domestic  coal  gets 
to  moving  rapidly  that  road  will  probably 
suffer.  The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  bought  7,000 
new  cars  this  year,  but  they  are  a  mere  drop 
in  the  bucket.  The  beet  sugar  people  are  very 
much  to  blame  for  the  car  shortage,  for  they 
arc  gobbling  up  all  the  gondolas  they  can  get 
hold  of,  and  when  they  are  once  in  their 


orders  on  the  books  of  the  Southern  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Coal  Co. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  public  library  of  the  city  of  Cin- 
cinati  for  furnishing  a  year’s  supply  of  nut  and 
slack  steam  coal,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to 
time  during  the  year.  The  amount  of  coal  re¬ 
quired  is  about  1,000  tons.  The  city  library  re¬ 
cently  installcTl  a  Detroit  furnace  and  stoker  in 
its  plant.  Bids  will  close  September  sixth  at 
noon. 

R.  G.  Chatfield,  representing  the  Peach  Orchard 
Coal  Co.,  of  Peach  Orchard,  Ky.,  was  a  pleasant 
visitor  Monday  at  the  Cincinnati  office  of  I'he 
Bl.\ck  Di.amond.  Mr.  Chatfield  is  now  selling  the 
output  of  his  mine  direct  and  is  not  depending 
upon  the  offices  of  brokers  and  selling  agencies. 
By  being  away  from  home  he  had  missed  seeing 
the  last  issue  of  The  Black  Dia.mond  and  came 
in  to  read  the  current  issue  to  post  himself  on 
trade  conditions. 

R.  S.  Magee,  traveling  salesman  for  the  Car¬ 
bon  I'uel  Co.,  and  well  known  in  the  wholesale 
coal  trade  of  Indiana.  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Ken¬ 
tucky,  met  with  a  painful  accident  at  his  home  the 
other  evening.  In  attempting  to  raise  a  window 
that  had  stuck  on  account  of  having  swollen  from 
the  recent  rains,  he  thrust  his  hand  and  arm 
through  the  glass,  badly  lacerating  the  tendons 
and  veins  of  his  wrist  and  arm.  He  is  carrying 
his  arm  around  in  a  sling,  and  it  will  be  several 
weeks  before  he  can  assume  his  regular  duties  on 
the  road  again. 

Not  much  is  heard  of  the  recent  order  of  all 
the  railroads  limiting  the  time  for  unloading  coal 
cars  and  limiting  the  time  for  reconsigning  to 
two  days,  or  forty-eight  hours,  but  there  is  a  deep 
undercurrent  of  resentment  among  all  classes  of 
shippers  against  the  order.  The  former  time  al¬ 
lowed  for  unloaduig  coal  was  four  days,  and  the 
same  amount  of  time  was  given  shipping  con¬ 
cerns  to  reconsign  or  otherwise  dispose  of  coal 
practically  after  it  had  reached  its  destination,  and 
the  coal  men  do  not  like  the  idea  of  the  present 
limitation.  Just  at  this  time,  when  there  is  a 
good  demand  for  coal,  and  the  coal  men  are  as 
an.xious  as  the  railroads  to  move  as  great  a  ton¬ 
nage  as  possible,  not  a  great  deal  is  heard  of  the 
matter,  but  later  on  there  will  probably  be  a  howl 
that  will  reach  to  Columbus,  and  retaliatory  law^ 
may  be  expected,  if  the  coal  men  have  intiuence 
enough. 


Coal  Trade. 

clutches  it  means  good-bye  to  them  for  some 
time  to  come. 

Though  retailers  of  anthracite  announced 
some  time  ago  that  they  would  boost  the  price 
from  $7.25  to  $7.50  a  ton  on  September  first, 
they  probably  won’t  do  so  after  all.  One  of 
the  bi.ggest  dealers  in  the  city  states  that  his 
raise  in  price  will  not  take  effect  until  the 
middle  of  the  month,  wffiile  others  say  they 
will  continue  to  deliver  coal  at  the  old  figure 
until  October  first.  In  fact,  some  of  the  dealers 
in  the  outskirts  of  the  city  are  selling  coal  to¬ 
day  for  seven  dollars  a  ton. 

Increased  Demand  lor  Anthracite. 

The  retail  anthracite  trade  has  begun  in 
earnest  now,  many  orders,  especially  for  fur¬ 
nace  coal,  having  come  in  during  the  past 
week.  Small  retailers  out  in  the  state  are  also 
beginning  to  buy,  though  the  large  dealers  in 
the  city  are  holding  off.  In  fact,  they  have  no 
need  to  be  in  a  hurry,  for  most  of  them  are 
stocked  up  three  months  ahead.  The  anthra¬ 
cite  trade,  therefore,  can  be  sized  up  as  brisk. 

William  J.  Magee,  manager  of  the  Carbon 
Fuel  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  was  in  Detroit  the 
early  part  of  this  W'eek. 

Edward  M.  Mancourt,  western  manager  of 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  is  out  in  the  state  this 
w'eek  on  special  business. 

W.  J.  Gebhardt,  salesman  for  W.  J.  Scully, 
returned  Monday  from  a  trip  through  Mich¬ 
igan  and  reports  business  very  good.  He  has 
now  gone  back  into  his  territory. 
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The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  August  23. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — H  buyers  of  steam  coal  in  this 
city  delayed  placing  their  orders  with  the 
expectation  of  getting  it  cheaper  than  earlier 
in  the  summer,  they  have  made  a  mistake. 
Prices  are  higher  and  steadier  this  week  than 
they  have  been  for  some  time,  and  the  pros¬ 
pects  now  are  that  they  will  remain  so.  There 
seems  to  be  no  desire  upon  the  part  of  the 
shippers  to  flood  the  market,  and  if  such  a  feel¬ 
ing  did  exist,  it  would  perhaps  be  a  physical  im¬ 
possibility  to  do  so.  In  reality  the  city  has  for 
the  past  few  days  been  receiving  but  little 
more  coal  than  it  actually  needs  for  everyday 
consumption.  Slack  was  a  little  weak  last 
week  because  some  was  held  up  for  car  service, 
but  otherwise  the  market  has  been  steady  all 
along. 

The  cause  of  this  perhaps  lies  in  the  fact 
that  operators  are  unable  to  secure  cars 
enough  to  ship  more  than  the  market  demands. 
Some  of  the  mines  were' idle  several  days  last 
week  and  the  same  condition  will  probably 
exist  throughout  this  week.  While  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  mines  in  eastern  Ohio,  it  was 
thought,  would  produce  little  effect  on  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars,  there  has  apparently  been  a  scar¬ 
city  since  they  got  under  headway.  Of  course, 
the  opening  of  the  Hocking  Valley  mines  a 
few  weeks  previous  took  many  of  the  cars  out 
of  service  on  other  roads,  where  they  had  been 
captured  or  loaned,  and  these  had  to  be  re¬ 
placed  as  far  as  possible  with  their  own  that 
had  been  allowed  to  get  out  of  the  regular 
runs.  Then  cars  that  belong  to  the  coal  trade 
of  eastern  Ohio  were  switched  back,  and  this 
left  a  still  further  shortage  for  the  other  roads. 
The  railroad  companies  are  dividing  up  the 
equipment  in  as  just  a  manner  as  possible,  and 
this  makes  it  harder  for  all  to  get  just  what 
they  want. 

Another  thing:  a  lot  of  lake  coal,  for  some 
reason,  has  gotten  laid  up  along  the  lines,  the 
roads  being  unable  to  move  it,  possibly  be¬ 
cause  the  shippers  could  not  get  vessels  for  a 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  August  23. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  volume  of  business  handled 
is  good  on  all  railroads,  with  the  lakes  and  west¬ 
ern  points  leading.  With  the  steady  condition  of 
the  market  there  is  a  recurrence  of  car  scarcity 
talk,  and  after  the  hot  weather  lets  up  there  is 
due  to  be  more  of  it. 

The  embargo  at  tidewater  accounts  for  a  de¬ 
crease  of  shipments  to  the  coast  from  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  railroad  facilities  are  limited  for 
dumping  coal  and  are  very  inadequate  for  the 
producing  capacity.  There  has  been  no  extensioii 
of  these  facilities  for  several  years.  The  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  is  now  building  a  new  and  nwdern 
pier  which  will  relieve  the  situation,  but  it  will 
not  be  completed  before  next  February. 

The  frequent  embargoes  on  the  mines  are 
costly,  for  where  there  is  demurrage  at  five 
cents  per  ton  a  day  it  mounts  up  to  a  big  total. 

Last  week  it  was  stated  that  the  Wheeling  & 
Lake  Erie  division  of  the  Wabash  had  placed 
an  order  for  2,000  cars.  It  has  since  been  learned 
that  the  order  was  for  10,000,  and  the  first  con¬ 
signment  was  received  a  day  or  two  ago.  This 
will  greatly  facilitate  shipments  out  of  the  Ohio 
valley  and  Eastern  Ohio  fields. 

The  Fairmont  product  is  moving  fairly  well  at 
the  lakes,  due  to  the  company’s  good  arrange¬ 
ments  with  dock  companies;  but  other  concerns, 
not  so  well  favored,  are  finding  fault  with  the 
lack  of  sufficient  vessels  or  inability  to  make  ar¬ 
rangements  with  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  trouble  in  getting  trans¬ 
portation  facilities  to  meet  the  growing  demand, 
the  remaining  half  of  the  year  promises  to  be 
better  than  for  a  corresponding  period  last  year. 
For  the  last  fiscal  year,  which  ended  June  thir¬ 
tieth  this  year,  the  three  trunk  lines  in  this  state 
showed  large  percentage  increases  over  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  being  nine  per  cent  on  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio;  fifteen  per  cent  on  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 


time.  Last  week,  for  a  few  days,  the  vessel 
tonnage  seemed  more  plentiful  than  eargoes, 
but  on  Monday  the  eondition  began  to  ehange, 
as  the  railroads  released  coal  and  ran  it  into 
the  lake  ports.  It  is  said  that  all  the  ports 
on  the  southern  Erie  shore  have  more  coal 
than  they  can  handle  now. 

'Idle  Lake  Superior  rate  has  settled  at  forty 
eents  a  ton,  with  the  same  figures  to  Portage 
and  Marciuette,  as  well  as  the  head  of  the 
lakes,  d'o  Milwaukee  fifty  cents  is  now  being 
paid  without  much  complaint.  The  only 
trouble  now  is  that  the  docks  may  not  be  able 
to  handle  the  coal  as  rapidly  as  it  is  sent  to 
them.  It  is  said  they  are  filling  up  fast,  and 
there  is  some  apprehension  on  that  score. 
Shippers  are  using  all  possible  effort  to  get 
their  full  supply  of  fuel  up  early  this  season. 
Considering  the  fact  that  some  of  them  have 
not  been  ship'ping  from  their  own  mines  long, 
this  condition  puts  a  high  pressure  on  the 
shipping  business. 

Notwithstanding  the  immense  capacity  of 
the  Ohio  mines,  still  others  arc  to  be  opened. 
Idle  Big  Vein  Coal  Co.,  it  is  announced,  will 
sink  a  shaft  about  two  miles  from  Salineville 
that  will  tap  a  big  body  of  excellent  coal.  The 
plant  will  be  operated  throughout  by  electrical 
power  and  will  employ  400  or  .500  men.  F.  M. 
Osborne  and  other  Cleveland  men  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  company,  and  the  coal  will  be  sold 
through  the  Cleveland  office. 

Bids  for  coal  for  the  Cuyahoga  county  build¬ 
ings  were  opened  a  few  days  ago.  For  Pitts¬ 
burg  lump  tlie  bids  ranged  from  $3.1,5  to  $3.50, 
and  for  nut  from  $2.48  to  $2.53.  Run-of-mine 
ranged  from  $2.48  to  $2.00.  These  bids  are 
but  little  lower  than  former  bids,  and  the  com¬ 
missioners  are  talking  of  advertising  again. 
They  allege  that  the  bids  are  not  what  they 
should  be,  because  there  were  only  three  bid¬ 
ders.  They  seem  to  think  that  all  the  dealers 
in  town  should  put  in  bids,  while  the  fact  is 
many  of  them  do  not  want  the  business  at  any 
figure  because  of  the  trouble  it  always  causes 
them. 


ern,  and  nineteen  per  cent  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio. 

The  Taxation  of  Leaseholds. 

The  purpose  of  the  West  Virginia  state  ad¬ 
ministration  to  assess  for  taxation  coal  lease¬ 
holds  at  their  true  and  actual  value,  in  conformity 
to  the  new  tax  system,  is  running  counter  to  the 
coal  operators  in  the  New  River  region. 

Tax  Commissioner  Dillon  has  threatened  to 
have  the  leaseholds  in  Favette  county  fixed  at  a 
valuation  '  of  $5,000,000,  although  he  contends 
their  proper  rating  should  be  double  that  amount. 

According  to  Mr.  Dillon,  the  leasehold  of  the 
New  River  Smokeless  should  be  assessed  at 
$800,000,  and  the  New  River  &  Pocahontas’s 
operation  at  Minden  at  $500,000.  These  are  the 
two  highest  valuations  in  that  county. 

The  local  assessors  made  returns  on  the  valu¬ 
ations  given  in  by  the  coal  companies,  but  Mr. 
Dillon  thinks  these  are  ridiculously  low.  He  has 
declared  that  the  leases  in  McDowell  represent  a 
value  of  $5,000,000,  and  in  Kanawha  county 
$3,000,000. 

'I'he  assessors  say  they  have  fi.xed  the  valu¬ 
ations  at  what  they  consider  fair  amounts  and 
will  not  change  them  at  the  order  of  the  tax 
commissioner.  Mr.  Dillon,  who  returned  here 
today,  says  if  the  assessors  refuse  to  place  proper 
valuations  on  the  properties  he  will  appeal  to  the 
county  court  to  have  the  assessments  raised, 
and  to  the  circuit  court  to  have  the  assessors 
removed  from  office. 

How  the  tax  commissioner  can  tell  what  a  piece 
of  paper,  giving  the  holder  the  right  to  mine  for 
coal  is  worth,  taking  into  consideration  the  dif¬ 
ferent  veins  of  coal,  the  depth  under  ground,  and 
the  ease  or  diffieulty  in  getting  it  to  the  surface, 
not  to  say  anvthing  about  the  possibilities  of 
strikes  or  accidents  which  may  put  a  mine  idle 
for  a  great  part  of  the  year,  is  something  coal 


men  would  like  to  know.  'I'hey  take  a  chance 
on  leases.  'I'hey  are  willing  to  pay  taxes  on  their 
tangible  possessions  but  protest  against  an  arbi¬ 
trary  value  on  their  leaseholds. 

They  protested  a  year  ago  against  the  taxing 
of  leaseholds  at  all.  but  lost  their  case  in  the 
supreme  court,  so  that  now  their  fight  is  in  tin 
nature  of  resisting  exorbitant  taxation. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Twenty-live  men  struck  at  the  Cross  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  which  ships  on  the  Wabash,  in  Brooke 
county,  over  a  question  of  wages. 

The  Kanawha  water-shipping  operators  got  out 
good  shipments  on  the  recent  rise,  which  was  the 
first  August  rise  for  many  years. 

.\n  eighteen-foot  fan  has  been  installed  in 
the  Stuart  Colliery’s  Parral  mine.  It  will  sup¬ 
ply  350,000  cubic  feet  of  fresh  air  in  the  mine 
per  minute,  and  is  the  largest  fan  in  that  field. 

The  Guyan  Fuel  Company  has  received  a  con¬ 
signment  of  new  coal  cars.  These  will  be  useil 
to  haul  the  company’s  coal  from  its  Logan  county 
mines  to  its  docks  on  the  Ohio  river  at  Hunt¬ 
ington,  whence  the  coal  will  be  taken  by  water 
to  Cincinnati. 

Because  A.  P.  Gibson  would  not  deliver  certain 
shares  of  stock  in  the  Harvey  and  Dun  Loop 
companies,  Samuel  Dixon  has  brought  suit  to 
compel  him  to  do  so.  The  stock  is  necessary  for 
a  controlling  interest  in  the  companies  by  Mr. 
Dixon,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  mammoth  New 
River  Co.,  just  formed. 

State  Mine  Inspector  J.  W.  Paul  and  Deputv 
Inspector  Earl  Henry  have  returned  from  an  in¬ 
spection  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  region,  where 
they  installed  William  Warner  as  the  new  deputy 
for  the  102  mines  there.  Mr.  Paul  said  the  mines 
there  are  working  to  the  limit  of  their  car  ca¬ 
pacity.  In  two  more  years  the  field  will  have  a 
capacity  of  ten  million  tons  annually.  The  rail¬ 
road  is  making  extensive  improvements  to  meet 
this  condition. 

An  electric  line  will  be  used  to  haul  coal  from 
the  Fulmer  mine  to  the  Morgantown  &  King- 
wood  railroad.  'Fliis  step  is  significant  because 
in  the  discrimination  suit  brought  by  Mr.  Fulmer 
against  the  railroad  the  question  of  whether  a 
steam  locomotive  could  run  over  the  grade  from 
the  mine  to  the  railroad  was  an  issue.  The  spur 
was  finally  torn  up.  In  the  resultant  suit  addi¬ 
tional  prominence  was  given  because  Senator  El¬ 
kins’  sons  were  at  the  head  of  the  defending 
company.  The  case  was  ended  by  an  agreement 
to  buy  out  the  Fulmers  for  $20,000. 


The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  23. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  coal  Inisiness  in  the  south¬ 
west  continues  to  be  comparatively  dull.  'I'he 
pricc.s  have  been  stationary  in  the  last  few  weeks, 
but  the  business  has  not  licen  satisfactory,  not 
equal  to  what  it  was  this  time  last  year.  'I'lie  de¬ 
mand  has  been  most  brisk  for  Arkansas  anthra¬ 
cite.  Considerable  coal  has  been  moving  for 
school  purposes,  but  retail  dealers  in  the  larger 
cities  say  that  the  trade  in  coal  for  storage  is 
not  what  it  should  be.  However.  August  has 
never  been  considered  a  good  coal  month  in  the 
southwest  and  business  will  undoubtedly  pick  up 
by  the  first  of  September. 

Coal  dealers  are  contemplating  with  consid 
crable  interest  the  decrease  in  the  oil  supply 
in  Texas.  For  several  years  nearly  all  the  big 
concerns  in  that  state  which  use  fuel  in  great 
quantities  have  resorted  to  oil.  This  was  be¬ 
cause  the  oil  fields  of  'I'exas  were  unusually  pro¬ 
ductive  and  oil  was  cheaper  to  use  than  coal. 
But  in  the  last  few  months  the  production  of  oil 
there  has  decreased  rapidly  aiul  it  is  merely  a 
question  of  time  before  all  the  manufacturers 
and  other  concerns  which  now  use  it  will  have  to 
return  to  coal.  A  coal  dealer  here  who  was  re¬ 
cently  in  Texas  and  made  an  investigation  of  the 
conditions  there  said  yesterdav  that  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  oil  in  Texas  in  the  last  month  was  1,250.- 
000  barrels  in  excess  of  the  production.  There 
were  about  twenty  million  barrels  in  storage, 
and  this  excess  was  drawn  from  that  supply. 
Of  course  as  soon  as  this  oil  in  storage  is  ex¬ 
hausted  the  use  of  coal  will  be  necessary  unless 
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new  gushers  are  found,  which  is  not  thought 
probable. 

The  increase  in  the  use  of  natural  gas  as  fuel 
in  Kansas  is  not  worrying  some  dealers  as  much 
as  the  increasing  use  of  oil.  The  dealers  who 
own  mines  in  southern  Kansas  say  that  they  are 
not  afraid  of  competition  with  gas,  but  that  they 
can  hardly  hope  to  make  prices  low  enough  to 
compete  with  oil. 

Ill  the  meantime  lliere  seems  to  be  no  immedi¬ 
ate  danger  that  Kansas  City  will  be  furnished 
with  natural  gas.  It  seems  bound  to  come  sooner 
or  later,  but  the  inability  of  the  city  to  come  to 
amicable  terms  with  the  different  sources  of 
supply  makes  it  certain  that  for  a  year  at  least 
there  will  be  nothing  doing  in  natural  gas.  The 


Duluth,  Minn.,  August  23. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— Vhe.  outlook  for  a  coal  shortage  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes  this  fall  was  never  more 
assured  than  at  present.  While  the  receipts  have 
been  heavier  thus  far  this  season  than  last,  the 
accumulations  on  the  docks  have  been  less.  The 
I'ig  demand  has  been  for  present  requirements,  and 
the  coal  handling  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  there¬ 
fore  has  been  of  the  hand-to-mouth  order.  There 
has  been  plenty  to  meet  the  demand,  but  not 
enough  to  stock  against  the  future. 

Head  of  the  lakes  coal  men  are  considerably 
exercised  over  the  dubious  prospects  for  accumu¬ 
lating  stocks  for  the  coming  winter.  In  thirty 
days  more  the  grain  movement  will  be  under 
way  and  it  is  claimed  by  the  railroad  men  them¬ 
selves  that  there  will  be  a  car  shortage  such  as 
has  never  been  experienced  in  the  history  of  the 
northwest. 

Trouble  Next  Winter  Expected. 

Between  the  car  shortage  and  the  prospective 
scarcity  of  lake  tonnage  to  bring  the  coal  to  the 
head  of  the  lakes,  it  looks  as  if  the  coal  com¬ 
panies  here  and  the  dealers  of  the  interior  might 
both  suffer.  The  railroad  officials  of  the  north¬ 
west  are  notifying  the  coal  dealers  of  the  interior 
to  get  busy  and  lay  in  stocks  before  the  grain 
movement  begins.  During  the  past  couple  of 
years  these  dealers  have  been  remarkably  slow 
about  stocking  up,  and  according  to  all  advices 
this  will  be  a  good  year  for  them  to  turn  over  a 
new  leaf.  Anthracite  receipts  are  very  slow,  and 


ordinance,  recenth-  passed,  giving  a  franchise  to 
some  Chicago  capitalists,  has  proven  a  false 
alarm.  The  terms  of  the  franchise  did  not  suit 
the  Chicago  men  and  they  have  turned  it  down, 
after  having  caused  the  people  to  feel  certain 
that  they  were  going  to  rescue  the  city  from  the 
dollar-a-thousand  manufactured  gas  monopoly. 

News  has  come  to  Kansas  City  telling  of  an 
unfortunate  accident  in  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  district  near  Colgate,  Kas.  A  heavy  rain 
fell  in  that  locality  the  other  day  and  mines  ten 
and  eleven  were  flooded.  The  damage  to  the 
mines  is  undoubtedly  great  and  it  is  possible 
that  they  can  never  be  used  again.  Each  of  these 
mines  produced  from  five  hundred  to  one  thou¬ 
sand  tons  of  coal  each  day. 


those  of  bituminous  just  fair  at  the  head  of  the 
lakes  at  present. 

A  vessel  owner  who  has  a  propensity  for  mak¬ 
ing  strong  statements,  while  speaking  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  situation  on  the  lakes,  said :  “Whenever  I 
hear  of  a  coal  cargo  offered  one  of  our  boats  I 
feel  like  throwing  a  bomb.  I  don’t  like  to  carry 
coal,  and  would  not  put  a  boat  in  the  trade  unless 
it  were  necessary.” 

Little  Profit  in  Coal  Carrying. 

It  can  hardly  be  said  that  this  feeling  is  gen¬ 
eral.  It  is,  nevertheless,  an  open  question  with 
vessel  owners  at  all  times  whether  it  pays  to 
carry  loads  in  both  directions,  with  coal  rates  so 
low  and  with  so  little  satisfaction  in  the  way  of 
dispatch  to  the  vessels.  This  probably  accounts 
in  a  large  measure  for  the  fact  that  boats  are  so 
hard  to  find  now  for  the  heavy  movement  of  coal. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  higher  rates  now  being 
paid  on  coal  are  not  giving  the  shippers  the 
amount  of  tonnage  they  require.  They  have  en¬ 
deavored  to  assure  themselves  boats  enough  for 
the  heavy  movement  during  the  remainder  of  the 
season  by  beginning  a  liberal  rate  policy.  The 
boats  are  finding  ready  employment  in  both  the 
ore  and  the  grain  trades,  and  are  not  disposed 
to  do  much  in  coal. 

One  reason  is  that  loading  difficulties  are 
greater.  Another  is  that  the  dispatch  at  the  head 
of  the  lakes  is  poor  in  many  instances.  Some 
docks  are  slow.  Others  are  congested  with  coal, 
and  the  cars  are  not  to  be  had  for  direct  move¬ 
ment.  The  results  are  not  as  gratifying  as  they 
might  be. 


Marion  (Ohio)  Steam  Shovel  Works.  It  calls 
for  from  25,000  to  40,000  tons  of  Cambridge 
coal  during  the  next  twelve  months. 

E.  A.  McManigal,  land  agent  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Co.,  will  leave  this  week  for  a  ten 
days’  vacation  to  Georgian  Bay. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Washburn,  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from 
a  business  trip  to  Indiana  and  Michigan. 

The  Capital  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  took  out  in¬ 
corporation  papers  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$10,000  on  the  twenty-second  instant.  A.  B. 
Willson  is  president  and  treasurer,  and  C.  S. 
Binns,  heretofore  associated  with  the  Colum¬ 
bus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  is  secretary. 

The  Washington  Fuel  Co.  is  issuing  invita¬ 
tions  to  the  outside  trade  to  make  its  offices 
their  headquarters  during  the  annual  Ohio 
Agricultural  and  Industrial  Exposition,  to  be 
held  here  during  the  first  week  of  September. 
A.  special  room  is  being  fitted  up  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  company’s  friends.  This 
plan  was  inaugurated  a  year  ago  and  met  with 
hearty  appreciation  from  the  many  visiting 
coal  men. 

Several  new  coal  organizations  have  come 
into  the  field  within  the  past  few  days.  Among 
the  number  is  the  Dorr  Run  Coal  Co.,  incor¬ 
porated  for  $100,000,  which  has  purchased  860 
acres  of  undeveloped  coal  lands  near  Carbon 
Hill,  Ohio.  The  Raccoon  Valley  Coal  Co.  was 
incorporated  on  the  twentieth  inst.  for  $25,- 
000,  with  L.  M.  Breedon.  president;  William 
Job,  vice-president,  and  C.  A.  Gibson,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  The  property  consists  of 
a  modern  equipped  mine  at  Zaleski,  Vinton 
county,  Ohio,  having  a  capacity  of  five  hundred 
tons  a  day.  It  was  formerly  owned  by  the 
Avonelle  Coal  Co.,  which  went  into  the  hands 
of  a  receiver  about  a  year  ago.  The  mine  was 
bought  by  President  Breedon,  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  Co.,  of  Columbus,  which  will  continue  to 
handle  the  output. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  23. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  Nashville  coal  trade  is  taking 
on  added  briskness  during  the  last  few  days  and 
the  retailers  are  sharing  with  the  wholesale  coal 
people  in  a  good  business.  Some  fall  orders  are 
being  hauled.  The  firms  here  who  have  mine 
connections  report  that  the  mines  are  working  at 
a  satisfactory  rate. 

B.  A.  Treat,  a  prominent  coal  operator  of  Har- 
riman,  Tenn.,  has  purchased  the  mines  of  the 
Scott  County  Coal  Co.,  near  Helenwood,  Tenn., 
and  will  soon  begin  operations  on  a  large  scale. 
The  property  is  considered  a  fine  business  invest¬ 
ment,  but  in  the  hands  of  the  former  owners  did 
not  prove  profitable.  The  coal  is  of  a  very  fine 
quality  and  Mr.  Treat  will  develop  it  on  a  large 
scale. 

Gov.  John  I.  Cox,  of  Tennessee,  accompanied  by 
W.  H.  Hartford  and  H.  F.  Rogers,  has  gone  to 
Fentress  county  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  coal 
lands  with  the  view  to  making  purchases  for  the 
use  of  the  state  in  working  convicts.  Laicr  in 
the  month  the  governor  and  commissioners  will 
make  a  similar  trip  to  the  coal  regions  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  Van  Buren,  Bledsoe  and  Sequatchie  coun¬ 
ties. 

The  North  American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  ac¬ 
quired  the  holdings  of  the  Citizens’  Co-operative 
Coal  Land  Co.  in  the  Crossville  district  of  this 
state.  The  lands  consist  of  about  4,000  acres  of 
fine  coal  lands.  They  are  about  fourteen  miles 
from  the  Southern  railway  and  about  three  miles 
from  the  Eastland  branch  of  the  N.  C.  &  St. 
L.  R.  R. 

At  a  joint  convention  of  the  coal  miners  and 
operators  of  District  19,  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  a  new  wage  scale  was  agreed  upon  a 
few  days  ago  which  is  to  be  effective  September 
first  next  and  continue  one  year.  Both  sides  made 
concessions.  The  new  scale  is  in  effect  a  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  schedule  of  wages  of  1903,  which  is 
practically  an  increase  of  per  cent  for  miners 
and  day  laborers. 


The  Hocking  Valley  Coal  Trade. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  August  2:i.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  most  optimistic  feeling  contin¬ 
ues  to  prevail  about  the  headquarters  of  all 
the  big  operators.  One  of  the  prominent 
of  the  Ilocking"  Vjilley  trade  expresses 
his  opinion  that  this  will  be  the  greatest  coal 
year  ever  known  outside  of  that  following  the 
anthracite  strike,  when  abnormal  conditions 
prevailed.  The  present  prosperity  appears  to 
be  natural,  being  based  on  the  general  state  of 
business  throughout  the  country.  The  demand 
is  good  and  consumers  are  willing  to  pay  the 
price. 

More  business  than  can  be  taken  care  of,  is 
the  word  that  comes  from  a  number  of  sources. 
In  some  instances  traveling  salesmen  are  being 
curtailed,  and  it  has  become  a  question  of  be¬ 
ing  able  to  satisfy  trade  already  in  hand,  with¬ 
out  encouraging  new  customers.  Operators  of 
niediiim  or  small  capacity,  who  do  not  enter 
into  large  contracts,  but  depend  upon  the  cur¬ 
rent  demands  of  the  market  from  day  to  day, 
are  not  unanimous  in  reporting  a  satisfactory 
business  as  yet,  but  all  look  forward  to  a  brisk 
fall  and  .winter  trade. 

Although  there  has  been  some  improvement 
in  getting  coal  on  board  at  the  docks,  the  car 
shortage  is  daily  becoming  more  serious,  and 
It  is  generally  prophesied  that  this  is  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  worst  car  famine  in  the  coal 
trade.  Already  the  supply  is  from  forty  to 
fifty  per  cent  short  of  the  demand  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  territory. 

Lake  coal  is  firm  at  $3.55  for  Hocking  lump 


and  $3.80  for  splint,  these  prices  representing 
the  recent  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton.  The  demand  for  domestic  lump  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  firm  to  bring  the  circular  price  of 
$1.50.  An  advance  is  expected  to  take  place 
on  September  first.  Steam  coal  is  bringing 
$1.40  for  lump  and  $1.30  for  steam  lump,  with 
run-of.-mine  at  from  $1.05  to  $1.15.  The  heavy 
demand  for  slack  and  for  nut,  pea  and  slack 
continues  to  be  a  feature  of  the  market,  at 
50c  and  75c  respectively.  War  Eagle  smoke¬ 
less  has  been  advanced  to  $1.85  for  lump, 
$1.50  for  nut  and  $1.20  for  run-of-mine,  with 
demand  in  excess  of  the  supply. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

William  Job,  of  Chicago,  was  in  the  city 
this  week. 

J.  J.  Hart,  vice-president  of  the  Peabody 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  spent  a  portion  of  the  week 
in  Columbus. 

P.  C.  Morris,  of  Nelsonville,  superintendent 
of  mines  of  the  New  York  Coal  Co.,  was  in  the 
city  this  week. 

E.  A.  Cole,  president  of  the  company  bear¬ 
ing  his  name,  has  returned  from  his  vacation 
at  Indian  River. 

What  is  reputed  to  be  the  largest  steam 
contract  ever  let  in  Ohio  has  been  secured  by 
the  Dean  Coal  Co.,  of  Columbus,  from  the 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Wm.  A.  Stone,  of  the  Wm.  A.  Stone  Coal  Co., 
Cincinnati,  was  a  Chicago  visitor  this  week. 

R.  S.  Saxton  is  covering  the  retail  trade  on  the 
north  side  for  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Chicago.  He 
made  his  initial  trip  this  week. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  for  the 
Thacker  Co.,  Union  Trust  building,  Cincinnati, 
was  calling  on  the  Chicago  trade  this  week. 

“Fen”  Atwill,  with  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co., 
Chicago,  has  just  returned  from  his  vacation, 
which  was  spent  in  the  woods  of  northern  Mich- 
igan. 

'I'he  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth 
building,  Chicago,  keeps  pushing  for  business  all 
the  time  and  this  week  appointed  George  A.  Bussc 
city  salesman. 

The  firm  of  Peter  Freymann  &  Son,  coal  and 
lumber  dealers  at  Dyersville,  Iowa,  has  been  dis¬ 
solved,  John  Freymann  having  purchased  his 
father’s  interest  in  the  business. 

Charles  W.  Jackson,  of  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  was 
around  shaking  hands  with  his  Chicago  acquaint¬ 
ances  this  week.  He  says  the  outlook  for  the 
coal  trade  in  the  south  was  never  better. 

“Gene”  Ambler,  of  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co., 
Chicago,  is  spending  a  three  weeks’  vacation  in 
the  Rocky  Mountain  country.  He  expects  to  make 
a  tour  of  Yellowstone  Park  before  he  returns. 

On  September  first  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.  will 
move  from  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  to 
the  Plymouth  building,  where  a  commodious  suite 
of  offices  has  been  secured  on  the  tenth  floor. 

Allen  Williams,  for  the  last  thirteen  years 
cashier  in  the  Milwaukee  office  of  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  has  resigned  his  position  and  will 
take  a  much  needed  rest  before  making  definite 
plans  for  the  future. 

Chicago  expects  to  welcome  a  new  anthracite 
company  in  the  very  near  future.  One  of  the 
north  side  docks  has  been  secured  and  the  first 
vessel  will  arrive  shortly.  Full  particulars  will  be 
ready  for  publication  next  week. 

The  Lumaghi  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  is  making- 
plans ’for  an  extension  of  its  operations  and  has 
secured  the  necessary  authorization  from  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  state  of  Indiana,  enabling  them  to  carry 
on  a  regular  business  in  that  state. 

J.  F.  Cronan  is  covering  South  Dakota  and 
northern  Iowa  for  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago.  .  If  he  can  sell  coal  as  well  as  he  can  play 
baseball  he  will  put  the  dock  companies  out  of 
Imsiness  before  the  first  of  the  year.  “Jack”  has 
been  The  Black  Diamond’s  star  pitcher  this  year 
and  the  team  is  bound  to  miss  him. 

The  Wolschlag  Coal  Co.,  of  Peoria,  III,  gave 
its  employes  a  day  off  with  a  complimentary  river 
excursion  last  week  Friday.  A  party  of  about 
four  hundred,  including  the  employes  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  their  families,  enjoyed  the  company’s 
hospitality,  which  included  a  fine  luncheon  at 
Lacon. 

The  Kinsey  &  Rutherford  Coal  Co.  is  the  name 
of  a  new  retail  coal  firm  which  has  just  opened 
for  business  at  Peoria,  Ill.  The  senior  member  of 
the  firm  is  Howard  Kinsey,  son  of  Warren  Kinsey, 
of  Peoria,  and  the  junior  member  ia  Bruce  Ruth¬ 
erford,  a  member  of  a  family  which  has  been  in 
the  coal  business  in  Peoria  for  many  years. 

The  E.  E.  Pattison  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  pioneer 
companies  in  the  Chicago  trade  making  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  down-town  wagon  business,  has  liquid¬ 
ated  all  claims  and  quit  business.  Since  the  death 
of  the  founder,  E.  E.  Pattison,  several  years  ago, 
the  company  has  had  an  up-hill  fight,  and  the 
untimely  end  of  this  once  well  know.n  concern 
was  no  great  surprise  to  Dearborn  street. 

The  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
Traction  building,  Cincinnati,  has  contracted  for 
the  entire  output  of  the  Elkhorn  smokeless  mines 
in  the  Marrowbone  creek  district,  on  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railway.  This  contract  represents 
the  output  of  twelve  mines  and  this  great  tonnage 
will  mean  some  tall  hustling  on  the  part  of  the 
Cincinnati  companv  to  dispose  of  it.  Up  to  the 
present  time  “Bill”  Clauss,  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  has  always  been  equal  to  the  occasion,  so 
we  do  not  anticipate  any  fall-down  in  the  distri¬ 


bution  of  this  large  tonnage  of  Elkhorn  smoke¬ 
less. 

'file  Kewanee  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  foreseeing 
that  its  mine  near  Kewanee  will  be  worked  out 
witbin  a  short  time,  is  making  preparations  to 
open  a  new  mine  on  another  tract  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  The  shaft  is  nearly  completed  and 
the  mine  will  be  ready  for  operation  in  about 
sixty  days.  When  fully  developed  it  will  provide 
employment  for  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

Once  more  the  Black  Diamond  baseball  team  is 
the  winner  of  the  third  and  decisive  game  in  a 
series  of  close  and  exciting  character.  This  time 
the  game  losers  were  the  Derings,  representing 
the  Dering  Coal  Co.  With  each  team  having  a 
game  to  its  credit,  the  contest  last  Saturday  was 
hard  fought  till  the  last  man  was  out,  the  Black 
Diamonds  finally  winning  by  a  score  of  six  to 
three. 

T.  A.  Lemmon,  of  the  Chicago,  Wilmington  & 
Vermilion  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  in  Minneapolis  last  week  on  business. 
Speaking  of  bis  trip,  he  said  that  one  of  the  first 
men  whom  he  met  in  Minneapolis  was  The  Black 
Diamond’s  former  editor,  E.  C.  Pratt,  whom  he 
found  looking  finer  than  silk  and  meeting  with 
great  success  in  his  new  work  as  northwestern 
sales  agent  of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Co. 

The  trouble  at  the  Donk  mine  in  the  Belleville, 
Ill.,  district,  which  has  two  or  three  times  been 
announced  as  settled,  has  again  broken  out,  the 
miners  being  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  in  the 
case  reached  by  their  own  officers,  who  consented 
to  the  release  of  some  of  the  pitmen  who  had 
taken  a  prominent  part  in  the  mutiny.  For  some 
time  the  miners  have  been  trying  to  have  a  dis¬ 
trict  convention  called.  They  have  at  last  suc¬ 
ceeded  ip  getting  five  locals  to  make  the  necessary 
demand,  and  a  meeting  is  being  held  at  East  St. 
Louis  as  we  go  to  press.  The  hope  of  the  mal¬ 
contents  is  that  they  may  be  able  to  force  a  resig¬ 
nation  or  removal  of  the  executive  officers  of  the 
district. 

Judge  E.  R.  Kimbrough,  of  Danville,  III,  acting 
as  umpire  for  the  operators  and  mine  workers, 
has  rendered  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  miners 
in  the  matter  of  an  application  by  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  regarding  its  mine 
at  Cherry,  Bureau  county.  The  operators  con¬ 
tended  that  they  were  entitled  to  pay  the  same 
scale  as  that  paid  by  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
road  at  its  Gillespie  mine,  for  the  reason  that 
neither  of  the  mines  sold  its  product  on  the  open 
market,  and  that  the  higher  wages  which  the 
scale  fixes  for  the  Cherry  mine  gave  the  railroad 
owning  it  an  unfair  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  its  neighbor.  The  difference  in  the  scale 
at  the  two  mines  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are 
situated  in  different  districts,  though  but  a  few 
miles  apart.  Judge  Kimbrough  in  his  decision 
says  that  if  the  St.  Paul  road’s  contention  was 
allowed  it  would  annihilate  the  scale  districts  in 
the  state  and  the  system  of  fixing  rates  for  the 
last  ten  years  would  fall.  The  controversy  is  said 
to  have  raised  an  entirely  new  point  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  wage  agreements. 

The  ubiquitous  Harry  Van  Auken,  taking  cour¬ 
age  from  his  success  in  past  exploits,  has  been 
carrying  on  an  extensive  campaign  of  late  in  Wis¬ 
consin  and  Michigan  at  poi.nts  to  which  the  fame 
of  his  previous  achievements  does  not  seem  to 
have  penetrated.  He  has  been  making  a  sort  of 
tour,  and  collecting  funds  by  the  way,  chiefly 
from  hotel  men  whom  he  induced  to  cash  bogus 
checks  on  the  Northwestern  National  Bank  of 
IMinneapolis,  drawn  to  IT.  A.  Van  Auken,  by  the 
H.  A.  Van  Auken  Coal  Co.,  si.gned  with  a  rubber 
stamp  and  then  in  ink  by  “George  L.  Heffner, 
Sec’y  and  d'reas.”  He  successfully  worked  his 
scheme  in  Wausau,  Kaukauna,  Oshkosh,  Neenah, 
Manitowoc,  Grand  Rapids,  Oconto,  Marinette,  and 
other  Wisconsin  towns,  then  jumped  to  Manis- 
tique,  Mich.  At  the  last  named  place,  however, 
he  caqie  to  grief,  as  he  was  arrested  while  trying 
to  pass  a  check  for  eighty  dollars,  which,  it  is 
said,  would  have  brought  his  total  gleanings  up  to 
five  hundred  dollars.  Whether  he  will  succeed  in 
escaping  from  the  toils,  as  in  the  past,  remains 
to  be  seen. 

'Ihe  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  Co. 
has  issued  a  new  tariff  which  is  a  model  of  com¬ 


pleteness  that  will  be  of  great  value  to  every  one 
having  to  do  with  carload  shipments,  either  into 
or  out  of  Chicago.  It  is  said  that  nothing  of  lh< 
sort  has  ever  been  attempted  before  by  any  other 
road,  either  in  Chicago  or  in  any  other  large  city. 
This  “Chicago  Switching  'I'ariff”  aims  to  give 
fully  and  accurately  the  switching  charges  to  and 
from  every  switch  on  each  road  to  and  from 
every  switch  on  each  of  the  other  roads  in 
and  about  Chicago.  But  it  is  not  merely  a  table 
of  rates.  It  is  of  the  nature  of  a  directory,  giving 
fully  the  locatipn  of  firms,  industries  and  team 
tracks,  and  the  expense  of  making  deliveries  to 
each  of  them.  By  consulting  it  sliippers  can  be 
informed  of  all  that  pertains  to  traffic  arrange¬ 
ments  between  the  different  roads  and  all  that  per¬ 
tains  to  the  transfer  of  commodities  to  connecting 
roads  at  Chicago.  It  is  a  complete  exposition  of 
all  the  arrangements  for  switching  within  the 
switching  limits  of  the  city,  and  includes  a  very 
clear  map,  which  greatly  elucidates  the  text.  Pri¬ 
marily  intended  to  show  the  cost  of  switching  cars 
to  or  from  all  connecting  lines  when  destined  for 
or  coming  from  points  on  the  Frisco  system,  it 
goes  into  detail  in  giving  the  rates  of  each  of  these 
other  lines,  arranged  by  roads,  and  under  each 
giving  all  firm  names,  with  occupation,  location 
and  rates,  and  also  location  and  rate  for  all  public 
team  tracks.  Other  features  are  an  index  to  all 
railroads  in  the  city,  and  an  alphabetical  list  of 
firms,  showing  the  roads  by  which  they  can  be 
reached,  and  a  page  reference  to  the  tariffs  which 
concern  them.  In  fact,  the  book  seems  to  contain 
about  everything  which  a  shipper  could  need  in 
the  way  of  information  regarding  shipping  and 
switching  from  point  to  point  within  the  city. 
While  applying  to  all  industries,  this  publication 
will  be  of  especial  value  to  coal  dealers,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  being  pre-eminently  a  coal  road. 


Soo  Coal  Traffic  Figures. 

Of  the  freight  transported  through  the  St. 
Mary’s  river  during  July,  only  791,607  net 
tons  were  carried  by  vessels  navigating  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  canal,  the  movement  through  the  Ameri¬ 
can  water  way  amounting  to  6,941,164  net  tons. 
The  great  bulk  of  the  traffic,  too,  was  east-bound, 
aggregating  6,273,734  net  tons,  compared  with 
1,459,037  net  tons,  the  combined  cargoes  of  the 
boats  bound  in  the  opposite  direction.  Of  the 
west-bound  cargoes,  129,774  tons  were  anthracite 
and  1,137,391  tons  bituminous  coal,  a  total  of 
1,267,165  tons. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE.  Per  Toii. 

Crate  . $6.40 

Stove  .  6.65 

Chestnut  .  6.65 

Egg  .  6.65 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  . $5.00 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.00 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Minshall  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.50 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


The  Coal  Fields  of  Wyoming. 

The  oil  and  coal  fields  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lander,  Wyo.,  and  the  southern  portion  of  the 
diminished  Shoshone  Indian  reservation,  will 
be  surveyed  this  summer  by  Mr.  N.  H.  Darton, 
geologist  of  the  United  .States  geological  sur¬ 
vey.  The  work  will  include  the  preparation  of 
a  topographic  base  witli  precise  frame  work  of 
land  office  surveys.  The  results  will  be  cither 
available  for  publication  in  a  separate  bulletin 
or  will  form  a  chapter  in  a  general  report  on 
the  Wind  River  Basin. 
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Pittsburg's  ^lew  Coal  Outlet. 

Much  satisfaction  is  felt  among  the  coal  and  coke  producers  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  over  the  announcements  given  out  concerning  the  new  railroad  to  be 
built  from  Pittsburg  to  the  seaboard.  The  new  project,  details  of  which 
have  appeared  in  the  daily  press  throughout  the  country,  will,  if  carried 
through  to  com|)letion,  be  of  immense  benefit  to  the  coal  industry  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  One  important  result  would  be  that  coal  from  the  Pittsburg 
district,  which  has  heretofore  been  denied  a  market  east  of  Turtle  Creek, 
thirteen  miles  east  of  Pittsburg,  would  be  able  to  reach  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 

The  Pennsylvania  has  heretofore  made  an  arbitrary  division  of  freight, 
especially  coal,  and  has  reserved  to  the  companies  in  which  its  officials  have 
held  stock  the  right  to  send  tonnage  to  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  other 
important  markets  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  .\n  entirely  independent  trunk 
line  would  assure  to  the  coal  shippers  of  the  Pittsburg  district  a  square 
deal  in  the  marketing  of  this  product. 
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For  some  years  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  has  fostered  the  coal  com¬ 
panies  of  the  central  district,  with  many  of  which  its  officials  have  been  and 
probably  still  are  stockholders.  It  has  given  to  tliesc  companies  every  facility 
in  the  way  of  trans|)ortatic>n  and  has  given  them  all  the  empty  cars  it  was 
in  its  power  to  bestow. 

It  was  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  a  permanency  in  the  hold  of  the 
central  district  upon  the  eastern  market  for  bituminous  coal  that  the 
Pennsylvania  established  the  arbitrary  dead  line  at  Turtle  Creek,  and,  try  the 
best  they  could,  Pittsburg  operators  'have  never  been  able  to  comiiete  with 
shipments  originating  beyond  the  eastern  limit  of  thi';  dead  line.  They  have 
been  compelled  to  submit  in  silence  to  this  unjust  di'.criinination.  The  Inter- 
State  Commerce  Commission  has  not  yet  reached  this  phase  of  railroad 
manipulation,  and  the  Pittsburg  district  has  been  compelled  to  suffer  in  the 
face  of  rates  established  by  the  Pennsylvania,  so  exorbitant  that  no  com¬ 
petition  with  Pennsylvania  companies  in  eastern  markets  was  possible. 

'Ihe  New  York,  Pittsburg  &  Chicago  .Air  Line  would  in  no  way  be 
influenced  by  the  community  of  interests  roads  which  have  held  the  coal 
business  in  central  Pennsylvania  for  years  within  their  control.  Its  co!i- 
struction  would  develop  along  independent  lines  not  only  the  rich  coal  fields 
of  central  Pennsylvania,  and  the  anthracite  fields  of  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state,  but  it  would  give  a  broadj  liberal  outlet  to  the  rich  coal  fields  in  and 
about  Pittsburg,  which  for  many  years  have  suffered  because  of  the  dis¬ 
crimination  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad. 


The  West  and  the  East — .A  Contrast. 

In  every  time  of  business  depression  two  evils  are  apt  to  become  ram¬ 
pant  and  make  had  matters  become  much  worse.  These  two  evils  are — 
overproduction  and  cutting  of  prices.  Regarding  each  of  these  the  ex¬ 
periences  of  the  summer  now  drawing  to  a  close  have  contained  their  lessons, 
which  have  been  learned  by  some,  but  will  go  unheeded  or  soon  be  forgotten 
by  others. 

The  underlying  cause  in  each  case  is  a  laudable  one — a  desire  to  do 
business,  a  natural  antipathy  against  settling  down  to  partial  or  entire  idle¬ 
ness.  To  the  active,  alert  man  of  affairs  nothing  is  more  galling  than  to  be 
forced  to  do  nothing.  Hence,  when  business  becomes  slack,  he  naturally 
tries  to  stimulate  trade  by  offering  special  inducements  in  the  way  of 
reduced  prices. 

In  some  lines  this  is  often  effective.  Thus,  in  the  matter  of  wearing 
apiiarel,  so  many  people  never  have  enough  to  satisfy  their  desires,  if  not 
their  needs,  that  offerings  attractive  as  to  price  as  well  as  quality  will 
usually  produce  results  in  the  dullest  of  seasons.  But  it  is  not  so  with 
coal,  the  buying  of  which  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  disagreeable  of 
necessities,  to  be  put  off  as  long  as  possible  and  then  to  be  bought  in  the 
smallest  quantity  which  will  suffice.  Because  of  this  fundamental  difference 
in  the  matter  of  attractiveness,  also  because  its  bulk  necessitates  large 
storage  facilities,  and  stilt  further,  because  it  deteriorates  in  storage,  the 
same  principles  do  not  apply  to  it  which  hold  true  in  the  case  of  more 
attractive  and  less  cumbersome  articles  of  commerce. 

Over  and  over  again  experience  has  proven  the  truth  of  this,  only  to 
be  forgotten  or  ignored  when  next  the  teaching  of  e.xpcrience  would  save 
loss.  No  fact  in  connection  with  the  coal  trad<^  is  better  established  than 
this — to  attempt  to  force  a  reluctant  market  will  not  materially  increase  the 
volume  of  trade,  but  will  send  prices  lower  and  lower,  till  the  bottom  falls 
out  of  the  market  and  a  point  is  reached  where  the  greater  the  sales  are  the 
greater  the  loss. 

During  the  summer  of  1906  both  plans  have  been  tried.  In  the  West, 
production  has  gone  on,  almost  regardless  of  legitimate  demand,  and  the 
product  has  been  literally  thrown  at  the  market,  to  be  sold  at  whatever  it 
would  bring  when  being  eaten  up  by  car-service.  In  the  East,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  great  majority  of  the  operators  have  kept  most  carefully  in 
touch  with  the  market,  guaging  closely  its  absorbing  capacity  day  by  day 
and  at  all  hazards  restricting  their  production  accordingly. 

One  result  has  been  that  practically  no  coal  has  been  sacrificed  in  the 
eastern  markets.  Prices  have  been  low,  of  course,  but  they  have  been  kept 
at  a  point  where  they  yielded  some  profit.  There  has  been  no  competition 
to  see  who  could  lose  the  most  money  without  going  to  the  wall. 

Another  result  is  that  now,  when  the  time  is  at  hand  when  much  coal 
simply  must  be  burned,  eastern  consumers,  as  a  rule,  are  without  large 
stocks,  and  will  buy  on  a  rising  market,  while  in  the  west  every  car  of 
demurrage  coal  that  has  gone  into  somebody’s  storage  pile  at  a  cut-throat 
price  means  just  that  much  less  opportunity  for  profitable  sales  from  this  time 
forward. 

We  submit  this  contrast  of  the  West  with  the  East  in  the  hope  that 
some  few  will  treasure  it  up  in  their  memories,  and  another  time  shut  down 
tight  and  long,  if  need  be,  rather  than  help  on  such  a  scramble  for  un¬ 
profitable  business  as  this  summer  has  developed. 
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Death  of  J.  Q.  Marietta. 

John  Quitman  Marietta,  aged  sixty  years,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  residents  of  Connellsville, 
Pa.,  died  at  seven  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
sixteenth  inst.  of  paralysis.  He  was  taken  ill  at 
five-thirty  p.  m.  the  evening  previous  while 
seated  in  front  of  his  hotel  on  South  Pittsburg 
street. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Marietta  threw  a  pall  over 
the  centennial  celebration  which  was  at  its 
height  when  he  died.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee  having  the  celebration  in 
charge,  and  his  death  is  thought  to  have  been 
hastened  by  overwork  in  preparing  for  the  cele¬ 
bration  and  the  excitement  attending  it. 

John  Quitman  Marietta  was  a  native  of  Con¬ 
nellsville,  being  a  son  of  Cyrus  Marietta,  who 
came  to  Connellsville  from  Harpers  Ferry,  Va., 
in  1837,  and  Mary  Stillwagon  'Marietta,  both  de¬ 
ceased.  He  first  followed  farming,  but  for  the 
past  twenty-six  years  had  been  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  and  in  engineering  large  deals  in 
coal  properties.  He  was  the  principal  owner  of 
the  Marietta  Coal  Co. 

Mr.  Marietta  is  survived  by  his  widow  and  two 
sons.  He  also  leaves  four  brothers  and  three 
sisters. 

The  funeral  was  held  on  Sunday  last,  and  was 
one  of  the  largest  ever  held  in  Connellsville. 


Evils  of  Miners’  Holidays. 

In  a  recent  address  before  the  Miners’  Institute 
at  Pittsburg,  Mr.  Fred  C.  Keighley  said: 

“There  are  some  problems  confronting  mining 
men  today  that  require  prompt  and  vigorous  ac¬ 
tion  or  serious  consequences  will  result.  There 
seems  to  be  a  tendency  of  late  to  observe  numer¬ 
ous  holidays — holidays  that  had  their  origin  in 
foreign  lands  and  that  are  of  interest  to  foreign¬ 
ers  alone.  On  the  other  hand  the  holidays  of  this 
country  are  often  not  observed  at  all.  This  of 
itself  is  a  bad  feature  and  should  not  be  tolerated 
for  a  moment.  It  is  an  evidence  of  disrespect  on 
tbe  part  of  these  foreigners  for  the  land  that  has 
so  generously,  but  perhaps  unwisely,  taken  them 
into  its  arms.  They  may  not  know  this,  but 
they  should  be  made  to  realize  that  the  manner 
in  which  they  observe  these  so-called  holidays 
is  an  insult  to  modern  intelligence,  and  the  losses 
that  through  them  are  entailed  upon  their  em¬ 
ployers  are  not  only  wrongful,  but  a  serious  of¬ 
fense  in  the  eyes  of  the  laws  of  the  land  that  is  so 
generously  giving  them  sustenance. 

“No  real  religion  advocates  practices  that  work 
an  injury  to  mankind  in  general,  and  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  foreign  holidays  in  the  present  man¬ 
ner  certainly  injures  the  mining  and  manufactur¬ 
ing-  interests,  and  upsets,  in  a  degree,  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  whole  country. 

“To  my  personal  knowledge,  one  soft  coal 
mining  firm  alone  has  already  lost  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  this  year  by  enforced  idleness.  In 
the  month  of  April  the  tonnage  of  this  firm  fell 
15,000  tons  of  coal  below  the  previous  month’s 
record.  The  cause  was  numerous  holiday  observ¬ 
ances  in  April,  against  one  in  March.  Last  year 
the  output  from  this  property  was  forced  down 
to  a  low  standard  by  the  same  cause  during  three 
different  months.  This  not  only  meant  a  loss  of 
business,  but  naturally  increased  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction.  Other  firms  had  the  same  experience. 
Men  that  wanted  to  work  could  not  work,  be¬ 
cause  there  were  not  sufficient  men-  on  certain 
days  to  warrant  operating.  This  is  not  all;  the 
consequential  losses  are  considerable,  by  reason  of 
the  stopping  and  holding  back  of  critical  work. 

“The  most  serious  matter  of  all  is  the  fact  that 
after  these  alleged  holidays  many  of  the  men  come 
to  work  in  a  dazed  and  befuddled  condition  that 
has,  in  some  cases,  undoubtedly  precipitated  dis¬ 
aster.  The  emigrants  of  late  are  from  lands 
where  holidays  exceed  in  number  the  working 
days  and  the  different  nations  have  different  dates 
for  the  same  holidays,  making  a  run  of  holidays, 
thus  bringing  disaster  to  production.  This  evil 
must  be  relentlessly  rooted  out,  or  prosperity  will 
cease  to  exist.” 

V 

We  consider  The  Black  Diamond  a  most 
valuable  paper  to  retail  coal  dealers,  and  one 
which  we  look  forward  to  each  week  for  its 
news.  We  think  it  covers,  very  fully,  all  parts 
of  the  south  and  west. — McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain 
Co.,  Memphis,  Tenn. 


**^lorm”  Birkland  Again  in  the 
Coal  Business. 

On  September  first  there  will  be  a  new  firin  in 
the  Chicago  coal  business  with  Norman  S.  Birk¬ 
land  as  the  guiding  hand.  There  isn’t  a  soul  in 
the  Chicago  trade  who  does  not  wish  the  latest 
addition  to  the  ranks  of  western  wholesalers  of 
coal  every  success  and  if  well  vushing  will  do  the 
work  the  new  firm  of  Norman  S.  Birkland  &  Co. 
will  be  doing  a  big  business  right  from  the  start. 

Norman  S.  Birkland  was  born  in  Chicago  on 
the  north  side  in  1862.  He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  public  schools  and  in  1882  graduated 
with  high  honors  from  the  Lake  View  high 
school.  His  first  connection  with  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  dates  from  1883  when  he  secured  a  position 
as  stenographer  with  the  firm  of  King  &  Bogle. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal  Co.  appointed 
Mr.  Walter  S.  Bogle  western  sales  agent  in  1884 
with  offices  in  Chicago,  and  Mr.  Birkland  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Bogle  when  the  “D. 
&  H.”  was  doing  a  big  share  of  the  anthracite 
coal  business  of  the  west.  In  1893  the  Crescent 


Norman  S.  Birkland. 


Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was  organized  and  his  ten 
years  of  hard  work  gained  him  a  reward,  as 
Mr.  Birkland  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  new  company. 

He  continued  with  the  “Crescent”  in  this  posi¬ 
tion  until  August  first  of  this  year  when  he  re¬ 
signed.  After  a  three  weeks’  rest  he  decided  to 
get  back  into  harness  again  and  the  firm  of 
Norman  S.  Birkland  &  Co.  is  the  result.  Offices 
have  been  secured  on  the  seventh  floor  of  the 
Plymouth  building  and  the  new  firm  will  make  its 
initial  how  to  the  trade  on  September  fipt.  Mr. 
F.  W.  Barrett,  for  the  past  twelve  years  city  sales¬ 
man  for  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  will  be 
associated  with  Mr.  Birkland  in  the  management 
of  the  company. 


Blower  and  Exhaust  Fans. 

Both  blower  and  exhaust  fan  systems  of  venti¬ 
lation  have  their  advocates,  and  each  class  is 
ready  to  substantiate  its  theory  by  advancing 
plausible  arguments.  Blower  fans  clam  the  gas 
back  in  the  strata,  and  any  slackening  of  the  fan 
lessens  the  pressure,  causing  the  accumulated  gas 
to  spring  out  into  the  airways.  On  the  other 
hand,  an  exhaust  fan  is  constantly  taking  off 
pressure,  and  when  anything  happens  to  block  the 
intake  airways,  the  pressure  is  so  diminished  that 
the  gas  responds  on  the  same  principle.  If  the 
trouble,  however,  is  at  the  ventilating  motor  and 
the  fan  stops,  then  the  exhaust  system  has  the  ad¬ 
vantage,  for  tbe  mine  pressure  rises  and  the  gases 
are  driven  back  into  the  crevices.  A  stoppage  of 
the  blower  fan  reduces  the  pressure  in  the  mine, 


and  the  mine  gases  expand  into  the  workings  at  a 
time  when  the  results  may  be  most  dangerous. 
Barometric  changes  affect  the  mine  air  less  where 
a  force  fan  is  used  than  where  the  vacuum  sys¬ 
tem  is  employed ;  but  so  far  as  we  know  this  ad¬ 
vantage  is  very  small.  The  most  important  rea¬ 
son  that  has  caused  the  general  adoption  of 
exhaust  fans  is  owing  to  the  necessity  of  making 
the  intake  airway  the  haulage  road,  and  eonse- 
fiuently  having  it  unobstructed  by  doors.  .\ls(} 
in  this  case  the  men  do  not  have  to  work  in  the 
gas-laden  return  air.  In  the  rare  case  where  the 
mine  workings  have  o[)enings  or  crevices  reach¬ 
ing  to  the  surface  the  blower  or  plenum  system  of 
ventilation  is  essentially  best,  for  in  this  case  each 
crevice  becomes  a  clischarge  vent  for  the  gases. 


A  Letter  from  T.  L.  Lewis. 

Indian.M’OI.is,  Ln'D.,  .Vugust  20,  Ittoti. 
Editor  The  Black  Diamond: 

On  page  twenty-one  of  your  issue  of  .Vugust  eigh¬ 
teenth  appears  a  news  item  which  reads  as  follows  : 
"Vice-President  Thomas  A.  Lewis,  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers,  spent  a  day  in  Pittsburg  this  week. 
The  object  of  his  visit  was  to  try  and  arrange 
for  sending  men  away  from  Ohio  and  Indiana 
fields  to  the  Pittsburg  district.  Mr.  Lewis  states 
that  over  forty  per  cent  of  the  miners  in  Indiana 
and  Ohio  are  idle,  and  as  men  are  in  great  de¬ 
mand  in  this  section  he  will  arrange  to  supply 
all  the  men  required  by  the  local  companies  here.” 

In  your  editorial  comment  on  the  above  appears 
the  following :  “On  account  of  the  continued 
scarcity  of  miners  in  the  Pittsburg  field,  with 
little  hope  of  needed  me.n  being  obtained  locally, 
the  help  of  the  national  organization  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  .\mcrica  has  been  invoked.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  advices  from  Pittsburg,  the  national 
vice-president,  T.  L.  Lewis,  was  in  that  city  on 
last  Friday  in  consultation  with  the  local  officers 
of  both  operators  and  miners.  He  is  reported  as 
having  stated  that  over  forty  per  cent  of  the 
miners  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  are  idle,  and  as  hav¬ 
ing  promised  that  from  these  states  he  would  in 
a  few  days  furnish  enough  men  to  supply  all  tbe 
miners  needed  in  the  Pittsburg  district.” 

Believing  that  you  had  no  intention  of  publish¬ 
ing  anything  but  the  facts,  I  desire  to  make  the 
following  statement : 

I  did  not  spend  a  day  in  Pittsburg  at  the  time 
stated.  I  saw  none  of  the  operators  or  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  while  going  through  Pittsburg.  When 
in  the  district  office  of  the  mine  workers  there  was 
nothing  said  about  the  number  of  idle  men  in 
Ohio  or  Indiana,  as  I  was  not  in  the  district  office 
ten  minutes.  In  fact,  during  my  short  stay  in  the 
city  of  Pittsburg  there  was  nothing  said  about 
having  men  sent  there  from  other  districts.  Such 
a  statement  was  not  made  to  any  man  in  Pittsburg 
or  any  other  place  at  any  time. 

Conditions  of  employment  are  not  as  favorable 
in  the  Pittsburg  district  as  they  are  in  Ohio.  This 
is  one  of  the  best  reasons  why  there  is  a  short¬ 
age  of  miners  in  the  Pittsburg  district  and  why  1 
would  not  even  suggest  getting  miners  to  leave 
other  states. 

There  can  be  no  explanation  for  such  a  report 
except  that  some  one  is  trying  to  misreprescjit  the 
facts  in  order  to  make  it  appear  that  I  am  in  the 
business  of  trying  to  have  men  go  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  which  is  positively  not  true. 

T.  L.  Lewis, 

Vice-President  United  Mine  Workers  of  .Xmerica. 

The  statement  to  which  Mr.  Lewis  takes  excep¬ 
tion,  and  upon  which  our  editorial  comment  was 
based,  came  to  us  through  our  Pittsburg  office 
and  was  made  ujion  the  authority  of  the  city 
editor  of  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,  in  which  paper 
the  details  of  the  proposed  arrangement  were  pub¬ 
lished.  Since  receiving  the  disclaimer  of  Mr. 
Lewis,  we  have  referred  the  matter  back  to  Pitts¬ 
burg,  with  the  result  that  the  Gazette  editor 
states :  “The  article  is  correct  in  every  detail." 
and  adds  that  no  objection  has  been  made  to  the 
Gazette  regarding  it,  either  by  Mr.  Lewis  or  by 
any  of  the  union  officials  in  Pittsburg,  although 
be  is  satisfied  that  they  must  have  seen  it,  as  it 
occupied  a  prominent  place  and  was  accompanied 
by  ^lr.  Lewis’  portrait.  As  between  the  two  state¬ 
ments  we  must  leave  the  verdict  open. 

The  Black  Diamond. 
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By  =  Product  Coke  Ovens, 
Part  /;  The  Era  of  the  Past 

By  Edwin  Moore. 


Like  all  other  innovations  of  great  moment 
which  have  revolutionized  various  important  in¬ 
dustries  in  this  country,  and  doubtless  all  other 
countries,  there  have  been  many  barriers,  seem¬ 
ingly  unsurmountable,  which  militated  against  the 
introduction  of  this  one.  The  hy-product,  or  more 
properly  the  retort,  coke  oven  was  akin  to  various 
industries  which  were  given  birth  in  European 
countries  almost  contemporaneously  with  the  early 
practical  demonstrations  of  the  steam  engine,  lo¬ 
comotive  and  steamboat.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
William  Murdock,  who  introduced  the  gas  retort, 
was  an  associate  of  James  Watt  in  their  parly 
joint  efforts  in  mechamcal  pursuits. 

Notwithstanding  the  early  recognition  of  the 
value  and  merits  of  the  by-product  coking  process, 
little  is  recorded  of  the  continuous  efforts  made 
to  establish  the  industry  upon  a  practical  com¬ 
mercial  basis  from  the  latter  part  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  century  until  about  the  middle  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century,  when  it  is  recorded  that  in  18,50 
one  Knab,  a  h'renchman,  built  some  retort  coke 
ovens  adapted  to  the  saving  of  tar  and  ammonia, 
and  utilizing  gas  for  illuminating  purposes.  Im¬ 
provements  upon  the  Knab  ovens  were  made  by 
Simon  and  Carves  and  C.  Seibel,  of  France;  Al¬ 
bert  Iluessner,  of  Germany,  and  Coppee,  in  the 
development  of  non-recovery  ovens. 

It  remained,  however,  for  Dr.  C.  Otto  &  Co., 
of  'I  halhausen-on-the-Ruhr,  Germany,  to  stem 
the  tide  of  prejudice  growing  out  of  the  more  or 
less  serious  impediments  to  an  unqualified  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  production  of  metallurgical  coke, 
brought  about  by  the  failure  of  those  previously 
engaged  in  the  industry  to  promptly  recognize 
the  demands  for  the  slight  changes  and  improve¬ 
ments  needed  to  establish,  upon  an  assured  basis, 
an  acceptable  system.  To  this  end  Dr.  C.  Otto  & 
Co.  introdueed  the  very  valuable  addition  of  the 
Siemens  regenerator,  with  its  important  economic 
advantages — which  improvement  was  patented 
by  Gustav  Hoffman — combining  therein  the  Otto- 
Hoffman  system  of  by-product  ovens. 

The  Otto-Hoffman  System. 

It  is  to  this  type  of  oven  that  your  attention  is 
particularly  invited,  since  it  has  been  the  writer’s 
privilege  to  be  identified  with  the  design  and 
construction  of  a  number  of  the  plants  installed 
in  this  country  during  the  past  few  years. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  early  strug¬ 
gles  of  the  pioneers  in  the  development  of  by¬ 
product  ovens,  from  1856  to  1881,  had  been 
crowned  with  great  success  by  the  valuable  prac¬ 
tical  improvements  culminating  in  the  Otto-Hoff¬ 
man  ovens,  which  were  rapidly  being  installed 
throughout  Germany  and  elsewhere  on  the  conti¬ 
nent,  the  industry  was  not  introduced  into  this 
country  until  1894,  when  Dr.  F.  Schniewind,  now 
vice-president  of  the  United  Coke  &  Gas  Co., 
who  was  identified  with  the  industrv  abroad,  was 
commissioned  by  Dr.  C.  Otto  &  Co.,  the  parent 
company,  to  introduce  the  system  into  this  coun¬ 
try.  After  repeated  efforts  through  various  chan¬ 
nels  of  exploitation,  the  interest  of  capitalists  was 
enlisted,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  the  Otto 
Coke  &  Chemical  Co.,  which  was  soon  enlarged 
into  the  United  Coke  &  Gas  Co.,  organized  by 
the  late  William  L.  Elkins,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia, 
who  was  its  first  president,  and  remained  so  until 
his  untimely  death  in  ATarch,  1902. 

In  spite  of  the  rapid  growth  and  unqualified 
success  of  by-product  ovens  abroad  and  the 
known  fact  that  the  antiquated  beehive  oven  was 
rapidly  becoming  obsolete,  it  became  a  very 
difficult  task  to  interest  blast  furnace  people  in 
the  consideration  of  the  matter.  It  is  the  old,  old 
story  over  a.gain,  of  struggles,  trials  and  hard¬ 
ships,  intermingled  with  hope,  spurred  on  by  the 
faith  that  finally  triumphed,  in  securing  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  alert  officials  of  the  Cambria  Steel 
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Company,  Johnstown,  Pa.  They  sent  experts 
abroad  to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  system, 
actuated  primarily  by  a  desire  for  some  method 
of  coking  the  vast  quantities  of  coal  which  prac¬ 
tically  underlaid  their  steel  plant,  but  which  on 
account  of  its  low  volatile  nattirc  could  not  be 
coked  with  commercial  success  in  a  beehive  oven. 
The  report  of  the  investigators,  upon  their  re¬ 
turn,  recommended  the  installation  of  a  trial 
plant  as  the  most  feasible  if  not  the  only  possible 
means  open  to  them  for  the  profitable  utilization 
of  this  underlying  coal.  It  rccpiires  but  slight 
reflection  to  recognize  the  enormous  advantages 
accruing  to  them  in  cheapening  the  production  of 
their  steel  plant  with  such  a  natural  condition 
of  mining  the  coal,  coking  it,  and  utilizing  it  in 
the  conversion  of  metal,  almost  within  the 
shadow  of  the  blast  furnace  stack. 

Abnormal  Swelling  of  Cambria  Coal. 

A  careful  investigation  and  test  of  the  coal  by 
Dr.  Schniewind  revealed  its  extraordinary  char¬ 
acter,  bearing  out  the  full  knowledge  of  its 
peculiar  swelling  nature,  dreaded  by  the  Cambria 
people  as  a  potent  element  sure  to  work  havoc 
with  the  oven  construction  to  such  an  extent, 
possibly,  as  to  make  the  plan  impractical,  even 
though  the  type  of  oven,  with  its  regenerative 
system,  might  be  successful  with  such  a  low 
yield  of  gas  from  such  a  low  volatile  coal  to  coke 
the  same.  Furthermore,  necessity  for  washing 
the  coal  imposed  an  additional  hardship  by  re¬ 
quiring  more  gas  to  heat  the  ovens  to  drive  out 
the  moisture  from  the  washing  process. 

Less  courageous  persons  than  those  handling 
the  affairs  in  connection  with  this  proposition 
would  doubtless  have  dealt  a  severe  blow  to  the 
introduction  of  the  industry.  It  was  a  bold 
stroke,  considering  the  apparently  impossible 
nature  of  the  undertaking;  failure  meant  a  very 
severe  defeat.  On  the  other  hand,  success  meant 
the  establishment  of  an  excellent  foundation  upon 
which  to  build  later  achievements.  Courage  pre¬ 
vailed.  A  contract  was  entered  into  for  a  plant 
consisting  of  sixty  ovens,  arranged  in  two  bat¬ 
teries  of  thirty  ovens  each,  with  a  complete  by¬ 
product  plant  for  the  treatment  of  the  gas  and 
recovery  of  the  tar  and  ammonia.  Success 
crowned  the  efforts  of  the  undertaking,  excellent 
coke  being  produced  from  the  seemingly  un- 
cokeable  coal.  Thus  was  launched,  against  most 
trying  odds,  this  new  industry  in  this  country. 

Contemporaneously  with  the  installation  of 
this  plant  for  the  Cambria  Steel  Co.,  the 
Solvay  Process  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  installed 
a  small  plant  consisting,  as  we  understand  it,  of 
about  twelve  ovens  for  use  in  connection  with 
their  soda-ash  plant.  We  believe  this  plant  was 
later  enlarged  to  thirty  ovens,  thus  forming  the 
nucleus  of  a  business  enterprise  involving  the 
organization  of  a  by-product  coke  oven  company 
known  as  the  Semet-Solvay  Co.  The  ovens  in¬ 
stalled  by  them  are  heated  by  means  of  longitud¬ 
inal  horizontal  flues  without  regenerative  system, 
while  the  Otto-Hoffman  ovens,  which  we  are 
especially  considering,  employ  vertical  heating 
flues  arranged  in  combination  with  the  regener¬ 
ative  system  previously  alluded  to. 

Constructive  Features  of  These  Ovens. 

The  constructive  features  of  a  general  plant 
arc  shown  in  the  accompanying  sectional  draw¬ 
ing.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  ovens 
proper  are  designed  to  be  sealed  so  as 
to  be  as  nearly  tight  as  possible,  inasmuch 
as  the  carbonizing  or  distillation  of  the  coal 
takes  place  by  the  radiation  of  the  heat  from 
the  vertical  flues  penetrating  the  side  walls. 
The  method  of  operation  is  as  follows : 

When  the  ovens  are  newly  built  they  are  first 
heated  either  by  wood  or  coke  firing  in  the  ovens 
themselves,  or  by  means  of  gas  supplied  from 


some  other  source.  Very  great  care  is  neces¬ 
sarily  exercised  in  heating  the  great  mass  of 
brickwork  to  a  proper  coking  temperature,  the 
purpose  being  to  avoid  too  rapid  expansion, 
which  would  be  likely  to  distort  the  alignment 
of  the  ovens  or  produce  cracks  or  joints  through 
which  the  gas  would  leak  from  the  ovens  into  the 
flues,  or  vice  versa,  either  case  being  detrimental 
to  the  economical  operation  of  the  ovens.  The 
heating  process  having  been  concluded,  coal  is 
charged  into  the  ovens  according  to  a  regular 
schedule,  great  care  being  exercised  not  to 
charge  too  rapidly,  in  order  to  avoid  the  chill¬ 
ing  or  cooling  off  of  the  primary  heats.  As 
quickly  as  the  gas  commences  to  properly  evolve 
from  the  coal  it  is  conveyed  through  the  stand¬ 
pipes  and  drop  valves  connecting  the  ovens  into 
the  collecting  mains,  indicated  by  the  letter  U, 
which  are  utilized  for  conveying  the  gas  to  the 
condensing  house.  It  will  be  observed  that  this 
drawing  shows  two  collecting  mains,  one  for  the 
rich  gas,  the  other  for  the  poor  gas,  which  will 
be  explained  in  greater  detail  later  on,  inasmuch 
as  we  are  now  confining  ourselves  to  the  method 
of  heating  and  operating  the  ovens.  The  rich 
or  surplus  gas  is  used  for  illuminating  or  other 
purposes;  the  poor  gas  is  commonly  called  fuel 
gas,  and  is  utilized  for  the  continuous  heating  of 
the  ovens.  It  is  supplied  to  the  ovens  through 
the  fuel  mains,  L,  by  means  of  the  individual 
burner  pipes,  K,  alternately.  The  air  of  combus¬ 
tion  is  supplied  by  being  brought  from  the  at¬ 
mosphere  underneath  the  oven  brickwork 
through  the  chambers,  M,  connected  at  the  ex¬ 
treme  end  of  the  battery  by  the  cross-header,  N, 
from  which  it  returns  through  the  longitudinal 
flues,  O,  being  drawn  through  by  a  fan  and 
forced  into  the  longitudinal  flue,  G,  underneath 
the  checker-work  in  the  regenerative  chamber. 

Gradual  Heating  of  the  Air. 

In  passing  from  the  atmosphere  to  the  regen¬ 
erators  the  temperature  is  increased  to  about 
800°  F.,  and  is  further  increased  in  passing  up¬ 
ward  through  the  regenerative  checker-work  to 
1,500°  or  1,800°  F.  A  port,  J,  is  provided  con¬ 
necting  the  air  chamber  under  each  oven  with 
the  regenerative  chamber.  The  preheated  air 
passing  through  this  port  comes  in  contact  with 
the  gas  admitted  from  the  fuel  line  through  the 
burner,  K;  the  principal  combustion,  therefore, 
takes  place  in  the  chambers  provided  under  each 
oven,  and  the  materials  for  further  combustion 
being  uniformly  distributed  from  the  combustion 
chamber  upward  through  one-half  of  the  vertical 
flues  into  the  upper  horizontal  flue,  which  con¬ 
veys  it  across  and  down  the  other  half  of  the 
vertical  flues,  thence  through  the  divided  por¬ 
tion  of  the  combustion  and  air  chambers  into 
the  regenerator  on  the  other  side,  where  the 
surplus  or  off-heat  is  stored  up  in  the  regener¬ 
ative  checker-work.  The  heating  is  done  alter¬ 
nately.  Generally  the  gas  and  air  are  supplied 
through  one-half  of  the  oven  for  one-half  hour 
and  reversed  the  next  half,  thus  pursuing  the 
process  of  giving  up  and  restoring  the  surplus 
or  off-heat  and  utilizing  the  same  to  an  increased 
efficiency  in  the  gas  consumption  for  heating  the 
ovens.  The  more  carefully  this  feature  of  the 
oven  operation  is  carried  out  the  greater  are  the 
results  in  surplus  gas  for  illuminating  or  other 
purposes.  The  temperature  of  the  off-gas  to  the 
stack  should  not  go  above  600°  F.  The  heat 
value  of  the  fuel  gas  is  nominally  550  B.  T.  U. 
per  cubic  foot.  The  rich  or  surplus  gas  usually 
runs  from  700  to  750  B.  T.  Lb  The  amount  of 
fuel  gas  consumed  per  ton  of  coal  varies  from 
fifty  to  sixty  per  cent  of  the  total  volume  of  gas 
driven  off.  The  amount  of  gas  per  ton  of  coal 
nominally  averages  from  nine  thousand  to  ten 
thousand  cubic  feet,  depending,  of  course,  upon 
the  character  of  coal  used. 

This  will  be  more  fully  dealt  with,  subse¬ 
quently,  in  connection  with  the  general  descrip- 
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tion  of  a  complete  plant.  This  drawing  will 
serve  to  demonstrate  the  seriousness  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  undertaken  in  connection  with  the  plant  of 
the  Cambria  Steel  Company,  when  it  is  known 
that  the  coal  to  be  used  by  them  in  this  type  of 
oven,  as  we  have  previously  stated,  will  swell 
during  the  process  of  coking  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  raise  the  tops  from  the  ovens  and  push 
the  doors  out  on  each  end,  though  solidly 
clamped  with  steel  bars,  unless  sufficient  space 
is  permitted  to  remain  between  the  top  of  the 
oven  and  the  top  of  the  coal  charge  to  allow  of 
this  expansion.  Furthermore,  the  force  is  so 
great  that,  unless  care  is  exercised  in  charging 
and  pushing  the  ovens  in  proper  sequence,  the 
side  walls  will  be  distorted  and  thrown  seriously 
out  of  alignment,  thus  rendering  them  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  discharge.  The  oven-wall  construction 
employed  in  the  Otto-Hoffman  oven  is  believed 
to  be  the  only  type  of  construction  which  will 
withstand,  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  and 
long  life  of  service,  the  requirements  of  this 
coal.  The  character  of  coal  to  be  used  is  a  very 
important  feature  to  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  determination  of  the  building  of  any 
by-product  coke  oven  plant,  as  we  have  discov¬ 
ered  from  time  to  time,  by  exhaustive  tests 
made,  the  same  element  of  detriment  existing  in 
various  other  loiv  volatile  coals  which  otherwise 
possess  excellent  coking  qualities. 

Following  the  installation  of  the  plant  of  the 
Cambria  Steel  Co.  it  was  deemed  necessary  by 
the  officials  of  the  United  Coke  &  Gas  Co.,  in 
order  to  more  generally  and  practically  demon¬ 
strate  the  possibilities  of  the  by-product  coke 
ovens  with  special  reference  to  the  production 
of  metallurgical  coke,  to  install  a  plant  of  suffi¬ 
cient  producing  capacity  to  supply  the  require¬ 
ments  of  an  ordinary  sized  blast  furnace.  A 
site  was  accordingly  selected  at  Glassport,  ad¬ 
joining  McKeesport,  near  Pittsburg,  as  being 
centrally  and  most  suitably  located  to  engage 
the  attention  of  blast  furnace  managers  _  in  the 
Pittsburg  district,  and  at  the  same  time  be 
convenient  to  various  blast  furnaces  which  could 
readily  be  supplied  from  this  plant,  as  well  as 
enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  suitable  coal  supply; 
also  to  permit  the  sending  of  various  coals  from 
various  fields  by  interested  parties  to  have  it 
coked,  and  enable  them  to  use  the  same  for 
trial  purposes  in  their  furnaces.  In  addition,  an 
experimental  laboratory  and  test  ovens  were  ar¬ 
ranged  for  the  trying  out  and  testing  of  coals 
in  carload  lots.  One  hundred  and  twenty  ovens, 
each  thirty-three  feet  long,  having  a  coal  charg¬ 
ing  capacity  of  about  six  tons,  arranged  in  four 
batteries  of  thirty  ovens  each,  were  installed, 
together  with  a  complete  by-product  plant. 

Rich  Gas  and  Poor  Gas. 

A  special  feature  was  introduced  in  connection 
with  this  plant,  consisting  of  the  separation  of 
the  rich  and  poor  fractions  of  the  gas  evolved 
from  the  coal;  Irence  the  rich  and  poor  mains, 
previously  alluded  to,  were  provided.  During  the 
first  period — from  twelve  to  thirteen  hours — of 
the  coking  process  the  gas  from  the  coal  is  con¬ 
veyed  into  the  rich  main  by  means  of  the  stand- 
pines  and  drop  valves,  and  for  the  balance  of 
the  period  is  turned  into  the  poor  main.  The 
rich  gas  being  much  higher  in  heating  value, 
and  very  high  in  illuminants,  made  a  gas  of  ex¬ 
cellent  quality  for  illuminating  purposes.  This 
was  regarded  as  a  very  important  step  in  the 
development  of  the  industry  and  was  accord¬ 
ingly  carefully  protected  by  letters  patent,  the 
wisdom  of  which  will  be  very  apparent  in  our 
later  remarks.  This  feature  involves  the  direct 
separation  of  the  two  qualities  of  gas  during 
the  entire  treatment  throughout  the  condensing- 
house,  up  to  and  including  the  process  of  extrac¬ 
tion  of  the  ammonia,  and  further  processes  to 
be  brought  out  later.  This  plant  was  placed 
in  successful  operation  and  has  been  maintained 
continuously  with  particular  reference  to  the 
purpose  of  its  original  installation,  various  con¬ 
tracts  being  made  from  time  to  time  with  parties 
who  use  the  product  for  testing  the  coke  value, 
and  for  exploitation  and  development  purposes 
along  other  lines. 

The  marked  success  of  the  illuminating  gas 
feature  developed  in  connection  with  the  oper¬ 
ation  of  the  Glassport  plant,,  coupled  with  the 
discovery  of  the  Dominion  coal-fields  at  Cape 
Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  early  in  1896,  and  the  low 
price  at  which  the  coal  could  be  laid  down  in 
Boston,  and  also  governed  by  the  fact  that  the 


coal  produced  was  of  good  coking  quality  and 
highly  volatile,  therefore  containing  large  yields 
of  tar  and  ammonia,  prompted  the  organization 
of  the  New  England  Gas  &  Coke  Co.,  which 
was  duly  organized  for  the  purpose  of  installing 
a  large  plant  consisting  of  four  hundred  ovens, 
which  would  convert,  nominally,  2,000  to  2,500 
tons  of  coal  per  day  into  coke  for  supplying  the 
New  England  market,  particularly  the  railroads, 
with  a  smokeless  fuel,  and  the  city  of  Boston 
with  an  excellent  domestic  fuel.  In  addition 
thereto,  the  city  of  Boston  and  the  outlying 
districts  could  be  supplied  with  the  surplus  gas 
which  had  proved  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

As  the  four  hundred-oven  plant  of  the  New 
England  Gas  &  Coke  Co.  was  nearing  com¬ 
pletion  a  contract  was  entered  into  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  plant  of  four  hundred  ovens  for 
the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Co.,  at  Sydney, 
Cape  Breton,  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  production  of 
coke  to  be  made  from  the  Dominion  coal  for  use 
in  the  modern  blast  furnaces  which  they  built. 
The  gas  at  this  plant  is  consumed  entirely  for 
fuel  purposes,  mostly  for  heating  open-hearth 
furnaces  and  firing  the  boilers.  In  combination 
with  this  is  a  very  complete  coal-washing  plant 
for  the  reduction  of  the  sulphur,  and^  in  addition, 
the  English  syndicate  which  has  contracted  for 
the  tar  has  installed  a  plant  for  its  distillation 
and  treatment. 

Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  Sydney  plant 


the  Hamilton-Otto  Coke  Co.,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
was  organized  and  contracted  for  a  plant  of  fifty 
ovens,  arranged  with  rich  and  poor  systems  for 
the  treatment  of  gas  for  illuminating  and  fuel 
purposes.  The  promoters  of  the  enterprise  were 
alive  to  the  advantages  of  the  local  situation 
as  affording  a  new  field  for  the  disposition  of  the 
coke  output  for  foundry  purposes,  when  properly 
selected,  and  the  residue  advantageously  con¬ 
verted  into  domestic  sizes.  The  market  was  ripe 
for  the  use  of  so  excellent  a  substitute  for  an¬ 
thracite  coal,  much  superior  to  the  ordinary 
pas-house  coke,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  bene¬ 
fits  which  could  be  derived  by  the  community 
from  being  able  to  abandon  the  use  of  soft 
coal  as  a  domestic  fuel. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  city  of  Ham¬ 
ilton  operates  a  municipal  gas  plant,  a  franchise 
was  obtained  and  the  gas  from  the  coke  oven 
plant  was  introduced  with  such  pronounced  suc¬ 
cess  that,  solely  because  of  the  superior  quality 
of  the  gas,  we  are  reliably  informed  it  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  municipal  plant  being  almost  obliged 
to  abandon  its  business. 

Doubtless  all  my  readers  are  familiar  to  some 
extent  with  the  affairs  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel 
Co.,  with  particular  reference  to  the  gigantic 
plant  which  was  planned,  built,  and  put  in  opera¬ 
tion  at  Buffalo  during  the  past  five  years,  as  well 
as  the  leasing  and  operation  of  blast  furnaces  in 
the  Lebanon  Valley  district.  It  was  only  nat¬ 
ural,  in  the  planning  of  such  enormous  plants, 
that  they  should  incorporate  the  most  advanced 
methods  for  the  production  of  material  and 
completion  of  product  tending  to  the  reduction 
of  cost  and  rapidly  increasing  output  which  the 
most  industrious  research,  careful  investigations 
and  advanced  engineering  skill  should  suggest. 
This  was  undoubtedly  the  very  earnest  desire 


of  the  promoters  and  financial  interests.  Surely 
one  of  the  most  important  means  tributary  to 
the  fulfillment  of  this  expectation  was  the  coke 
supply.  Knowledge  of  the  excellent  character 
of  the  coke  obtained  by  the  Cambria  Steel  Co. 
led  them,  when  an  opportunity  offered,  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  large  tract  of  what  was  believed  to  be 
similar  coal,  and  they  proceeded  to  open  and 
equip  mines.  Samples  of  the  coal  were  taken 
and  exhaustive  coking  tests  made  at  the  Glass- 
port  plant,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
superintendent  and  his  associates  of  their  coke 
oven  department.  The  results  were  made  the 
basis  of  a  report  substantiating  the  fact  that  the 
coal  was  of  good  coking  quality,  though  high 
in  sulphur,  which  would  require  washing,  but 
so  low  in  volatile  as  to  make  it  worth  consider¬ 
ing  only  in  connection  with  by-product  coke 
ovens.  The  outcome  was  a  contract  made  with 
the  United  Coke  &  Gas  Co.  for  licenses  for 
two  plants,  one  of  232  ovens  to  be  located  at 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  and  one  plant  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
of  564  ovens,  with  a  combined  coke  producing 
capacity  of  about  3,800  net  tons  per  day  of  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours.  The  working  of  the  coal  property 
unfortunately  proved  unsatisfactory,  and  a  com¬ 
bination  of  conditions  in  connection  with  the 
general  affairs  of  the  company,  growing  out  of 
a  change  of  the  executive  heads  and  manage¬ 
ment,  compelled  a  suspension  of  the  mining 
properties,  and,  consequently,  of  the  coke  oven 


department ;  but  the  Lebanon  and  Buffalo  coke 
plants  have  again  been  put  in  operation,  ar¬ 
rangements  having  been  made  for  coal  suited  to 
their  needs.  Foundations  are  completed  and 
coal-handling  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Buf¬ 
falo  plant  for  the  installation  of  1,120  ovens, 
making,  when  completed,  by  great  odds  the 
largest  by-product  coke  plant  in  the  world, 
capable  of  carbonizing  at  least  6,500  net  tons 
of  coal  per  day. 

A  description  of  the  first  half  of  the  Buffalo 
plant,  consisting  of  564  ovens,  will  follow  later. 

Thus  we  conclude  what  may  be  appropriately 
regarded  as  the  past  era  of  the  by-product  ovens 
of  the  Otto-Hoffman  type.  During  this  period 
the  Semet-Solvay  Co.  erected  plants  at  Dunbar, 
Pa.,  Sharon,  Pa.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Ensley, 
Ala.,  and  Detroit,  Mich.,  all  except  the  Detroit 
plant  being  for  blast  furnace  coke.  The 
Detroit  plant  was  built  by  the  Solvay  Process 
Co.  for  its  own  ammonia  needs,  the  coke  being 
used  for  foundry,  furnace,  and  domestic  pur¬ 
poses. 

Despite  the  numerous  obstacles  encountered, 
both  engineering  and  commercial,  the  jeers  of 
skeptics,  the  sneers  of  critics,  the  doubting 
Thomases,  the  cold-water  and  wet-blanket 
crowds,  such  as  are  ever  ready  to  thwart  the 
purposes  of  progress,  this  industry  has  made 
such  rapid  strides  that  it  has  come  abreast  of  the 
spirit  of  the  present  time,  and  during  recent 
years  has  commanded  the  recognition  of  engi¬ 
neers  in  both  the  metallurgical  and  gas  manu¬ 
facturing  departments  of  our  schools  of  progress, 
arresting  the  considerate  attention  of  the  “cap¬ 
tains  of  industry.” 

[Part  H :  The  Present  Era,  will  be  published 
next  week.] 
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Car  Distribution  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 


'I'lio  Illinois  Central  railroad  has  completed  a 
series  of  meetings  with  coal  oper.'itors  located  on 
its  line,  the  purpose  of  whieh  meetings  was  to 
outline  ;i  plan  of  car  distrihution  among  the 
mines.  !■',  II.  Harwf)od,  coal  traffic  manager, 
().  S.  Keith,  superintendent  of  transportation,  J. 
M.  Daly,  car  accountant,  and  the  various  division 
officers  represented  the  railroad,  d'lie  meetings 
were  held  at  Chicago,  St.  I,oui.s,  Paducah,  Ky., 
and  h.vansville,  Ind.  One  of  the  chief  subjects 
considered  was  the  mine  rating,  this  being  the 
key  to  the  whole  plan.  On  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  there  are  seven  coal  districts  correspond¬ 
ing  for  the  most  part  to  divisions  of  the  road, 
;md  one  on  the  Indianapolis  Southern  railroad, 
viz.:  Illinois  Central  railroad,  St.  Louis  division, 
Springfield  division,  Louisville  division,  Nash- 
\ille  division,  h'reeport  division,  Peoria  division, 
Chiaigo  division;  Indianaiiolis  Southern  railroad, 
Indiana  district. 

I  he  plan  which  will  he  put  into  operation  about 
September  first  contemplates  pro  rata  distrihution 
of  cars  to  the  several  divisions  based  on  the  rat¬ 
ing  of  the  mines  in  each  of  them  and  pro  rata 
distrihution  from  division  offices  among  the  vari¬ 
ous  mines,  each  mine  receiving  its  percentage  of 
available  cars  based  on  its  rating. 

A  mine  rated  at  one  thousand  tons  per  day 
if  furnished  with  a  full  supply  will  he  charged 


with  one  hundred  per  cent  whether  or  not  the 
cars  are  loaded.  .All  empties,  unhillcd  loads  and 
Iiart  loads  will  he  counted  a  jiart  of  the  mine’s 
ref|uircments  the  following  day  and  each  day 
until  loaded  and  hilled  out.  'I'his  penalty  will 
result  in  releasing  equipment  that  heretofore  was 
held  on  mine  tracks. 

In  the  event  there  is  not  a  full  supply  of  cars 
on  any  one  day,  each  mine  receives  its  iiercent- 
age  proportion  anti  should  the  railroatl  company 
fail  on  any  day  to  give  any  of  the  mines  its 
proportion  the  difference  will  he  made  up  the  next 
day  or  as  soon  as  possible.  A  record  of  the 
distrihution  will  he  kept  in  the  various  division 
offices.  Such  records  will  he  open  for  imhlic 
inspection  .and  it  is  intended  that  each  mine  in 
the  several  districts  shall,  at  the  end  of  each  week 
or  month,  receive  its  percentage  of  cars.  The 
rating  of  the  mines  was  not  made  on  the  hoist¬ 
ing  capacity,  hut  on  the  actual  business  done 
under  normal  conditions. 

Any  mine  can  reduce  its  rating  at  any  time  by 
giving  notice  to  the  railroad  company  and  the 
reduced  rating  will  he  considered  as  one  hundred 
per  cent.  For  example:  If  a  mine  is  ratetl  at 
one  thousand  tons  and  for  any  reason  does  not 
want  to  load  more  than  five  hundred  tons  on  a 
given  day,  this  last  rating,  five  hundred  tons,  will 
i)c  considered  one  hundred  per  cent  for  that  day. 


In  the  event  there  is  a  full  supply  of  cars  the  mine 
gets  five  hundred  tons  of  empties.  If,  however, 
there  is  only  a  seventy-five  jier  cent  supply  on  the 
district  the  mine  receives  tons.  The  next 
day  it  can  if  so  desired  go  hack  to  the  original 
rating  of  one  thousand  tons.  \  rating  higher 
than  the  original  rating  can  not  he  mailc  with¬ 
out  invest. gation  or  test  ami  when  increased  all 
operators  on  the  division  will  he  notified. 

The  plan  was  met  with  favor  hy  the  operators 
and  the  ratings  established  were  with  liut  few 
exceptions  agreeable  to  all,  .so  that  it  is  believed 
a  basis  of  car  distribution  has  been  established 
which  will  be  equitable  to  all  concerned. 

The  rating  of  the  mines  shows  a  total  of  84,41.') 
tons  per  day  and  covers  one  hundred  and  sixty 
mining  operations  in  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ken¬ 
tucky.  'I  he  smallest  rating  for  any  one  mine  is 
one  hundred  tons;  the  highest  is  two  thousand 
tons  per  day.  Several  mines  rated  at  1,.')(>0  to 
;L<tOO  tons  have  loaded  as  high  as  2..')00  to  2,700 
tons  per  day,  but  such  loading  was  unusual  and 
was  not  taken  into  consideration,  as  not  indicat¬ 
ing  the  rating  to  which  the  mines  were  properly 
entitled. 

We  append  a  complete  list  of  the  mines  on  the 
Illinois  Central  lines,  their  location,  and  their 
rating  as  now  established ;  also  the  rules  adopted 
for  governing  distribution  of  cars : 


ST.  LOUIS  DIVISION. 


Operators — 

Centralia  Coal  Company  . 

Centralia  Coal  Company  . 

Centralia  Coal  Company  . .*  *  *  [ 

Kuhn,  Adam  . 

Brilliant  Coal  &  Coke  Co . .!!!!!! 

Greenwood-Davis  Coal  Co . 

Bailey  Bros.  Coal  Co . .  ’ 

*Perry  County  Coal  Co . 

DuQuoin  Fuel  Co . ’  ’ 

DuQuoin  Coal  Co . 

Jupiter  Coal  &  Mining  Co . 

Jupiter  Coal  &  Mining  Co . ^ 

New  Moon  Mining  Co . 

Imperial  Coal  6!:  Mining  Co . ’ 

Diamond  Fuel  Co . 

Davis  Coal  &  Iron  Co . *  *.*.*  '.*. 

Forrester  Coal  it  C'oke  Co . '!!!!!! 

Majestic  Coal  it  Coke  Co . 

Muddy  Valley  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Co 

Chicago  &  Carhondale  Coal  C'o . .  ... 

Inland  Coal  &  Washing  Co . 

*cuiicy,  J.  I . ; ; 

*Galatia  Coal  Co . 

Benton  Coal  Co. . 

*Eldorado  Coal  C’o . 

Little  Muddy  Coal  C'o . 

Zeigler  Coal  C'o . 

Madison  Coal  C'orporation . 

Senior,  L . . 

Murphy,  Fred  . 

Hippard  Coal  Co . 

Tlippard  Coal  Co . 

Phuhl,  Herman  . 

Missouri  &  Illinois  Coal  Co . 

Missouri  &  Illinois  Coal  Co . 

Avery  Coal  &  Mining  Co . 

Sunlight  Coal  C'o . 

Dutch  Hill  (Toal  Co . 

Kolb  C'oal  Co . 

Kolb  Coal  Co . 

'I'irre  CA)al  &  Mining  Co . 

Avery  Coal  &  Mining  Co . 

Tones  Bros.  Coal  &  Mining  Co . 

Jones  Bros.  Coal  &  Mining  Co . 

Borders  Coal  Co . ■ . 

Borders  Coal  Co . 

Marissa  Coal  &  Mining  Co . 

Johnson  Coal  Co . 

Avery  Coal  it  Mining  Co . 

*Meek,  T.  ?T.,  Coal  Co . 

J'ilden  Coal  Co . 

Crystal  Coal  Co . 

Coulterville  Coal  Co . 

Coulterville  Mining  Co . 

Chicago-Coulterville  Coal  Co . 

Bald  Eagle  Mining  Co . 

White  Walnut  Coal  Co . 

*Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

*Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

Gartside  Coal  Co . 

*Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

Ilafer  Washed  Coal  Co . 

Madison  Coal  Corporation  . 

Carterville  Coal  Co.... . 

Carterville  Coal  Co . 

Sunnyside  Coal  Co . 

Chicago-Herrin  Coal  Co . 

Chicago  &  Carterville  Coal  Co . 

*Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

The  Carterville  &  Herrin  Coal  Co . 

Hafer  Washed  Coal  Co . 

Carterville  Mining  Co . 

Carterville  Minin<»^  Co . 

Johnston  City-Carterville  Coal  Co . 

Carterville  Mining  Co . 

Robert  Dick  Coal  Co . 

Donaly-Koennecke  Coal  Co . 

Carterville  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  Co . 

Madison  Coal  Corporation  . 


Centralia, 

Centralia, 


Ill . No.  2  . 

Ill . No.  3  . 

Centralia,  Ill . No.  4  . 

Bois,  Ill . .  . 

Du()uoin,  Ill . Brilliant  .... 

Duliuoin,  Ill . Greenwood  .  . 

DuOuoin,  Ill . Sun  . 

DuQuoin,  111 . Perry  . 

DuQuoin,  Ill . Pope 

DuOuoin,  111 . DuQuoin  ... 

DuOuoin.  Ill . No.  1  . 

DuOuoin,  111 . No.  5  . 

DuOuoin,  Ill . New  Moon... 

DuQuoin,  Ill . Imperial  .... 

DuOuoin,  Ill . Diamond  .... 

DuQuoin,  Ill . Queen  . 

Paradise,  III . Paradise  .... 

Clinch.  Ill . Majestic  .... 

Hallidayboro,  Ill... .  . 

Ward.  Ill . . .  . 

DeSoto,  Ill . . . 

DeSoto,  Ill . . . 

Galatia,  HI. 

Benton.  Ill. 


Herrin 

Herrin 

Herrin 

Jlerrin 

Herrin 


JName  ot  Mine  ann 
Location  of  Rating  per  Day. 

Mines.  Tons. 

1,000 
1,000 
l.OOO 
3.)0 
380 
27"» 
27.5 
100 
275 
350 
240 
100 
100 
300 
200 
750 
1,100 
1,500 
900 
540 
580 
100 
360 
400 
500 
400 
1,000 
340 
200 
100 
100 
320 
350 
320 
240 
380 
280 
100 
300 
140 
360 
120 
400 
320 
500 
400 
400 
400 
360 
2  40 
440 
560 
280 
120 
500 
200 
600 
900 
850 
240 
200 
A 

1,400 
A 

1,200 
2,000 
900 
2,000 
2,000 
600 
1.200 
500 
800 
360 
400 
700 
800 
840 
500 


Eldorado,  Ill . No.  8  . 

Tamaroa,  Ill . Little  Muddy 

Zeigler,  Ill . .  . 

Belleville,  111 . Crown  . 

Belleville,  Ill . Branch  . 

Belleville,  Ill . Murphy  . 

Belleville,  TP . Walnut  Valley 

Belleville,  11’ . Hippard  .... 

Belleville,  Tl' . Richland  .... 

Wilderman.  Ill .  . .  .  Wilderman 

St.  Clair,  111 . St.  Clair.... 

Freeburg,  Ill . Randall  . 

Freeburg,  Ill . Freeburg 

New  Athen.s,  Ill . .  .Darmstatter  . 

New  Athens,  Ill... No.  1  . 

New  Athens.  Ill... No.  3  . 

Lenzburg,  Ill . New  Lenzburg 

Marissa.  Til . Advance  .... 

.Marissa,  Ill . Eureka  No.  1 

Marissa,  Til . Eureka  No,  2 

Marissa,  Ill . Borders  No.  1 

Marissa,  Ill . Borders  No.  2 

M'rissa,  Ill . Marissa  . 

Marissa,  Ill . O.  K . 

Marissa.  Ill . Oak  Ridge  .  . 

•  Marissa,  Ill . Meek  . 

Tilden.  Ill . Tilden  . 

Tilden,  Ill . Crystal  . 

Coulterville,  Ill . Consul  . 

Coulterville.  Ill . Coulterville 

Coulterville.  Ill . Vulcan  . 

Winkle,  Ill . .  . 

Pinckneyville,  TIL. White  Walnut 
Murphysboro,  Ill. .  .Harrison  .... 
Murphysboro,  Ill...Mt.  Carbon  . 
Murphysboro,  Ill. .  .Gartside  .... 

Murpby.sboro.  Ill... No.  9  . 

Carterville,  Ill . Wilson  . 

Carterville.  Ill . Dawes  . 

Carterville,  Til . Burr  .\  . 

Carterville.  Til . Burr  C  . 


Ill. 

Ill. 

Ill. 

Ill. 

Ill. 


.  .  .Peters  ...  . 
...No.  7  .... 

.  .  .Jefferies  . , 
E.  Carterville,  TIL  .No.  3  .  . .  . 

E.  Carterville,  Ill.. No.  2  .... 

E.  Carterville,  Ill.. No.  1  .... 

Johnston  City,  III.. Oak  Ridge 

Cambria,  III  . Lauder  ... 

Cambria.  Ill  . Dick  . 

Cambria.  Ill  . Donaly 

Cambria,  Ill  . John  . 

Cambr'a,  Ill  . Colp  ...... 


41,895 


SPRINGFIELD  DIVISION. 


Names  of  Mines —  Located  at — 

Sandoval  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  No.  1 . Sandoval  . 

Sandoval  (’oil  &•  Mining  Co.,  No.  2 . Sandoval  . 

Smith-Lohr  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Pana  . 

Penwell  Coal  Mining  Co . Pana  . 

Pana  Coal  Co.,  No.  1 . Pana  . 

Pana  Coal  Co..  No.  2 . Pana  . 

Assumption  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Assumption  . 

Mowcaqua  Coal  Mining  Co . Moweaf|ui  . 

Barclay  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Barclay  . 

.Standard  Washed  Coal  Co . Clear  Lake  .... 

Standard  Washed  Coal  Co . Spaulding  . 

Sangamon  Coal  C'o . Springfield  . 

*Decatur  Coal  Co . Decatur  . 

*Manufacturers  &•  Consumers  Coal  C'o . Decatur  . 

^Lincoln  Mining  Co . Lincoln  . 

*Capital  Coal  Co . Springfield  . 

*Home  Coal  Co . ^it.  Pulaski  .... 

•Springfield  Coal  .Mining  Co . Springfield  . 

•Madison  C'oal  Corporation  . Divernon  . 

•Madison  C'oal  Corporation  . Mt.  O'ive  . 

•Madison  COal  C'orporation  . Glen  Carbon.  No. 

•Madison  C'oal  Corjioration  . Glen  Carbon,  No. 


NASHN  ILLK  DIVISION. 


Operators —  Location  of 

Mines. 

The  Southern  Tidewater  Coaling  Co . Unioiitown.  Ky.. 

•Wavcrly  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Waverly.  Ky.*. .. 

*(^hio  Valley  Coal  &  Mining  Co . l^cKoven,  Ky.  .. 

Bell  Union  Coal  &  Coke  Co . DeKoven,  Ky.  .. 

Crittenden  Coal  Coke  Co . DcKoven.  Ky.  .. 

West  Kentucky  Coal  Co . Sturgis,  Ky. .  . .  . . 

M'est  Kentucky  Coal  Co . Sturgis.  Ky . 

West  Kentucky  Coal  Co . . . Wheatcroft.  Ky.  . 

West  Kentucky  Coal  Co . WheatcroH.  Ky.  . 

West  Kentucky  Coal  Co . Wheatcroft  Ky.  . 

•Marion  Coal  Co.  of  Kentucky . Sullivan.  Ky . 

Thos.  Blackwell  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Clay,  Ky... . 

The  Thomas  Coal  Co . Morganfield.  Ky., 

The  Morganfield  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Morganfield.  Ky.. 

Magnolia  Coal  &  Mining  Co . Corydon,  Ky. 

Kentucky  Valley  Railroad  . 

Providence  Coal  Co .  500 

Wheatcroft  Coal  &  Mining  Co .  120 

Fairmont  Coal  &  Mining  Co .  100 

White  &  Teague  .  20 

Wanless.  Thomas  .  80 

Lacy  Wright  .  40 

S.  K.  Lutcr  .  80 

Providence  Ice  Co .  25 

R.  L.  Forsythe  &  Co .  100 

Leeper  &  Co .  25 


Rating. 

.  700 

.  4tM) 

.  800 

. 1.100 

.  500 

. 1.300 

.  400 

.  500 

.  600 

.  800 

.  800 

.  500 

.  100 

.  100 

.  400 

.  400 

.  100 

.  500 

. 2,000 

.  900 

4 . l.‘>0fl 

2 . 1 .200 


15,300 


Name  of  Mine  and 
Rating  per  Day. 
Tons. 


■  Union  . . .  . 

400 

..DcKoven  .. 

400 

.Bell  Union 

200 

.  Davis  . 

100 

.  .Tradewater 

c 

500 

.  Wardlow 

b 

200 

..Wheatcroft 

g 

.100 

..Rock  Sp’gs 

f 

200 

..Caney  Fork 

h 

JOO 

10*4 

..Blackwell 

A 

.Thomas  ... 

100 

100 

1,420 

4,440 


CHICAGO  DIVISION. 

Location  of 

Rating  per 

Operators — 

Mines. 

Day — Tons. 

.  100 

. Odin,  III . 

.  soo 

. Colfax.  Ill . 

•Consolidatea  Coal  &  Iron  Co . Clarke  City.  Ill .  200 


Oper.vtors — 

PEORIA  DIVISION. 

Location  of 
•  Mines. 

Rating  per 
Day — Tons. 
.  l.nOO 

.  SOO 

.  300 

.  100 

.  100 

2.500 

*  Absent. 

A .  Mine  closed. 
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Operators — 


LOUISVILLE  DIVISION. 

Location  of 
Mines. 


Name  of  Mine  and 


Rating  I>ei 
Tons 


Day. 


*TayIor  Coal  Co.....  . 

Broadway  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Central  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

*Williams  Coal  Co . 

Central  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

Central  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

Central  Coal  &  Iron  Co . 

Dovey  Coal  Co . 

Oakland  Coal  Co . 

Hillside  Coal  &  Mining  Co... 

Hillside  Coal  Co.. . 

Greenville  Coal  Co . 

The  R.  Morgan  C.  C.  &  M.  Co 

Brown-Lam  Coal  Co . 

*Deanefield  Coal  Co . 

•Peacock  Coal  Company . 

*Fordsville  Block  Coal  Co.... 

Nortonville  Coal  Co  . 

W.  G.  Doncan  Coal  Co . 

W.  G.  Doncan  Coal  Co . 

St.  Bernard  Mining  Co . 

•Daniel  Boone  Coal  Co.  ...... 

Carbondale  Coal  &  Coke  Co.. 
•Crabtree  Coal  Mining  Co..., 


Beaver  Dam,  Ky.  .Taylors  . 

McHenry,  Ky . Broadway  ... 

McHenry,  Ky . Render  . 

.McHenry,  Ky . Williams  .... 

McHenry,  Ky . McHenry  .  .  . 

.Echols,  Ky . Echols  . 

Central  City,  Ky.  .Central  . 

Dovey,  Ky . Dovey  . 

Central  City  Ky.  .Oakland  .  . .  . 

Central  City  Ky.  .Hillside  . 

Hillside,  Ky . Woodson  .  . .  . 

Central  ('ity,  Ky.  .Powderly  ... 

Central  City,  Ky..Gish  . 

Central  City.  Ky.. Mercer  . 

,  Deanefield,  Ky . Dean  . 

Reynolds,  Ky . Reynolds  .... 

Gaines,  Ky . Gaines  . 

Nortonville,  Ky ...  .Nortonville  .. 

Luzerne,  Ky . Luzerne  .... 

Graham,  Ky . Graham  . 

St.  Charles,  Ky.... Fox  Run  ... 
Daniel  Boone,  Ky.  Daniel  Boone 

Ilsley,  Ky . Carbondale  .. 

Ilsley,  Ky . Crabtree  .... 


800 

3.0O 

400 

900 

500 

500 

700 

440 

.*100 

A 

300 

250 

45‘) 

10() 

100 

100 

100 

8n0 

1,000 

1,200 

1,400 

400 

300 

700 


12.090 


FREEPORT  DIVISION. 

I*  R 1'. i*HH)R  r  I)I\HSI()N  Location  of  Rating  per 

Oper.mors —  Mines.  Day — Tons. 

Minonk  Coal  Co . Minonk,  Ill.  300 

Wcnona  Coal  Co . Wenona,  III .  500 

Oglesby  Coal  Co . Oglesby,  Ill .  0t)O 

La  Salle  County  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  No.  1 . La  Salle,  Ill .  750 

La  Salle  County  Carbon  ('oal  C-o.,  La  Salic  Mine. La  Salle.  Ill .  5<m» 

•Rutland  Coal  Co . Rutland,  III .  2oo 


INDI.\NAPOLIS  SOUTHERN  R.MLROAD. 


2.H50 


OPERATOR.S - 

Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co. 
Indiana  Southern  Coal  ('0. 

Clover  Leaf  Coal  Co . 

Sullivan  County  Coal  Co. 
Summit  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Sunflower  Coal  Co . 

•Victoria  Coal  Mining  Co. 
*\Tilcan  Coal  Co . 


Location  of 
Mines. 

Caledonia,  Ind . 

Farnsworth,  Ind . 

Cass,  Ind . 

Dugger  (Freeman),  Ind. 

Victoria,  Ind . 

Dugger,  Ind . 

Linton,  In<i . 

Linton,  Ind . 


Rating  per 
1  )ay — Tons. 

.  400 

.  500 

.  200 

.  400 

.  1,000 

.  1.100 

.  300 

.  240 


4,140 


Revised  Rules  Governing  the  Distribution  of 
Cars  at  Coal  Mines  Effective  Septem¬ 
ber  First,  1906. 

1.  Cars  furnished  for  the  loading  of  Illinois 
Central  Railroad  Co.’s  coal  will  not  be  counted. 

3.  Cars  furnished  by  foreign  railroads  to  be 
loaded  with  their  fuel  coal  will  not  be  counted. 

3.  Cars  owned  by  coal  mine  operators  when 
placed  at  their  own  mines  will  not  be  counted. 

4.  Cars  received  from  foreign  roads  in  switch¬ 
ing  service  to  be  placed  at  a  mine  upon  the 
tracks  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Co.  will 
not  be  counted. 

5.  All  other  cars,  regardless  of  the  class  or 
initial,  will  be  counted  in  the  distribution  and 
will  be  distributed  to  all  the  mines  upon  the 
Illinois  Central  according  to  the  rating  of  the 
mine. 

6.  A  mine  located  upon  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  and  one  or  more  foreign  roads  will  he 
given  the  same  rating  as  though  it  were  located 
upon  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  only. 

7.  A  mine  located  upon  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  and  also  having  a  river  outlet,  will  he 
given  the  same  rating  as  though  it  were  located 
upon  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  only. 

8.  Cars  will  not  he  furnished  mines  located  on 
the  tracks  of  other  railroad  companies  not  reached 
by  the  Illinois  Central  without  instructions  from 
the  superintendent  of  transportation  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad. 


9.  Tf  a  mine  is  furnished  its  full  rating,  it  will 
he  counted  a  full  supply  or  one  hundred  per  cent 
for  that  (lay,  whether  the  cars  are  loaded  or 
not,  providecl  the  cars  are  placed  in  time  to  load. 

10.  If  a  mine  is  furnished  less  than  a  full 
supply,  it  is  counted  the  fraction  furnished,  wheth¬ 
er  the  cars  are  loaded  or  not,  if  the  cars  have 
been  ordered  and  are  placed  in  time  to  load  and 
provided  the  minimum  tonnage  of  cars  is  sup¬ 
plied. 

11.  Mine  operators  will  inform  the  railroad 
company  the  minimum  tonnage  necessary  for 
them  to  have  to  operate  the  mine. 

12.  Should  the  railroad  company  fail  on  any 
date  to  place  sufficient  cars  at  a  mine  in  time 
for  loading,  such  cars  will  not  bp  counted  against 
a  mine  and  the  tonnage  the  mine  lost  as  a  result 
of  the  railroad  company’s  failure,  will  be  made 
good  on  the  succeeding  day  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  is  practicable. 

13.  Cars  left  over  at  mines  are  counted  again 
the  following  day  and  each  day  until  loaded, 
e.xcept  that  when  a  mine  has  empties  that  are 
not  wanted,  they  will  not  be  counted  commencing 
with  the  day  following  the  date  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  is  given  notice  by  the  mine  the  cars  are 
not  wanted. 

14.  Loads  remaining  on  hand  unbilled  will  he 
counted  as  empties  each  day  until  shipping  direc¬ 
tions  have  been  furnished.  . 

15.  If  a  mine  loads  cars  against  an  embargo, 
hilling  will  not  be  accepted  and  such  cars  will 
he  counted  against  a  mine  the  same  as  empties 


each  day  until  the  embargo  is  raised  or  other 
shipping  directions  furnished. 

16.  If  a  mine  loads  more  than  its  rating,  the 
fractional  part  in  excess  of  its  rating  will  be 
counted. 

17.  When  a  mine  resumes  work  after  having 
closed  down  for  any  cause,  it  will  he  furnished 
cars  commencing  with  the  day  work  was  resumed 
on  the  same  percentage  basis  as  other  mines  in 
the  same  territory. 

18.  Mines  should  order  from  the  railroad 
company  each  day  by  twelve  o’clock  noon  the 
cars  required  for  the  following  day’s  loading. 

19.  To  change  a  rating,  the  coal  mine  operator 
should  take  the  question  up  with  the  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  division  of  the  railroad  upon  which 
his  mine  is  located,  and  the  matter  will  receive 
prompt  attention. 

20.  When  the  established  rating  of  a  mine  is 
increased,  all  coal  operators  on  the  division  will 
he  notified  of  the  change. 

21.  The  minimum  rating  of  any  mine  will  be 
one  hundred  tons.  This  includes  mines  under 
development. 

22.  A  record  will  he  kept  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  the  railroad  company,  showing 
the  rating  of  each  mine,  the  cars  furnished  and 
percentages  furnished  each  mine  and  these  rec¬ 
ords  will  he  open  for  the  inspection  of  all  coal 
operators. 

23.  A  record  will  he  kept  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent  of  transportation  at  Chicago, 
showing  the  percentages  furnished  each  division 
and  this  record  will  he  open  for  inspection. 


The  Mexican  and  'Brazilian  Coal  Trade. 


Ausehio  Calsado,  local  representative  at  Monterey, 
Mex.,  of  one  of  the  largest  companies  engaged  in 
development  of  the  Sabinas  coal  fields,  is  au¬ 
thority  for  the  statement  that  his  company  has 
.just  started  one  hundred  coke  ovens,  and,  with 
upward  of  a  thousand  coal  miners,  is  now  hand¬ 
ling  an  output  of  between  eight  ami  nine  hundred 
tons  of  coal  per  day.  This  output,  Mr.  Cal¬ 
sado  says,  will  he  more  than  trebled  in  six 
months.  The  International  Railroad  handles  all 
the  coal  output  directly  from  the  fielcjs  and  is 
itself  largely  interested,  together  with  several 
other  large  concerns.  The  fields  have  already 
brought  thousands  of  persons  to  the  vicinity  of 
Sabinas.  Two  of  the  companies  have  laid  off 
villages  where  workmen  live.  These  are  laid  off 
in  streets  and  lined  with  well  built  wooden 
houses.  Mr.  Calsado  has  just  returned  from  the 
scene  of  operations  and  says  that  the  Sabinas 
fields,  with  others  that  have  been  located  in 
Oaxaca  and  elsewhere,  will  be  more  than  able 
to  supply  the  home  demand  and  that  it  is  only 
a  matter  of  a  short  time  until  all  importations 
from  the  United  States  and  Germany  as  well 
as  England  will  cease. 

Government  Mining  Not  Satisfactory. 

According  to  Mr.  George  E.  Anderson,  United 
States  Consul-General  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  present 
reports  are  that  the  work  on  the  government  coal 
mine  enterprise  in  Southern  Brazil  is  not  pro¬ 
gressing  very  satisfactorily,  and  people  who  have 


been  especially  interested  in  the  success  of  the  ef¬ 
fort  to  establish  a  fuel  supply  in  Brazil  are  not 
very  much  encouraged  over  the  outlook.  Mr. 
Anderson  continues :  “It  seems  that  there  is 
considerable  friction  in  the  actual  management 
of  the  work  where  the  hole  is  being  sunk,  and  the 
attempt  to  manage  American  machinery  and  min¬ 
ing  plans  upon  a  Brazilian  basis  has  so  greatly 
interfered  with  the  work  that  part  of  the  time  it 
is  at  a  standstill.  A  large  amount  of  money  is 
being  expended  and  the  Brazilian  Government 
apparently  intends  to  establish  the  coal  mining 
business  upon  a  practical  working  basis  if  it  is 
possible  to  do  so,  but  it  seems  probable  that  the 
outcome  of  the  present  situation  will  be  the 
development  of  such  trouble  that  the  enterprise 
will  be  put  in  the  hands  of  the  foreigners  who 
have  furnished  the  machinery  and  understand 
working  for  coal  upon  modern  lines.  American 
fuel  producers  who  contemplate  entering  the 
South  American  market,  and  inquiries  from  the 
United  States  indicate  that  their  number  is  on  the 
increase,  should  consider  that  even  if  this  mining 
enterprise  is  as  successful  as  the  American  coal 
expert  has  expected  it  to  be  there  probably  will 
be  as  much  of  an  opening  in  some  respects  for 
American  fuel  as  there  is  at  the  present  time. 
It  should  be  realized  that  the  coal  expected  to  he 
mined  in  Southern  Brazil  is  not  fit  for  use  in 
its  natural  state.  In  fact,  American  mining  men 
would  not  think  of  mining  such  coal  in  the 
United  States  at  the  present  time.  The  coal 
veins  prospected  are  thin  and  the  coal  is  very 


impure,  the  slices  sent  to  Germany  for  examina¬ 
tion  showing  sulphur,  slate,  clay  and  several 
other  impurities.  Those  familiar  with  the  enter¬ 
prise  believe  that  the  efforts  of  the  government 
in  its  development  are  directed  mainly  from 
considerations  for  the  protection  of  national  in¬ 
terest  in  case  of  war.  That  such  a  plant  as  is 
contemplated  will  furnish  some  fuel  to  the  na¬ 
tion  may  be  taken  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
the  plan  of  the  government  to  run  its  own  rail¬ 
way  to  the  mouth  of  the  mine,  to  manufacture 
sulphuric  acid  from  the  by-products  of  briquette 
making,  and  to  establish  the  whole  enterprise 
upon  as  sound  an  economic  basis  as  possible,  will 
doubtless  in  time  make  itself  felt  in  fuel  matters 
along  the  Brazilian  coast. 

Brazil’s  Large  Importations. 

In  the  meanwhile  Brazilian  ports  are  import¬ 
ing  British  and  other  coal  in  considerable  quan¬ 
tities  at  prices  which  make  the  business  attractive 
to  American  fuel  men.  The  fuel  business  in 
Brazil  is  certain  to  grow  very  rapidly  in  the 
near  future.  There  is  enough  of  a  change  in 
Brazilian  industrial  methods  to  promise  a  more 
general  use  of  power  machinery.  There  are 
enough  enterprises  now  on  foot  to  make  some 
difference  in  fuel  matters.  With  the  growing 
of  this  fuel  trade  American  interest  ought  to 
grow.  The  business  already  is  here,  and  it  is 
simply  a  question  whether  American  coal  at 
.\merican  prices  can  be  made  more  acceptable 
than  the  fuel  now  used.” 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  Yokk,  August  2‘A. 

The  antliracite  coal  market  at  tide-water 
points  continues  (juiet  and  is  siinjily  marking  time 
at  the  moment,  with  new  business  almost  at  a 
standstill.  The  reason  for  extreme  dullness  can 
in  a  measure  be  appreciated,  when  it  is  known 
that  dealers  taking  their  coal  by  tide-water  ship¬ 
ments  have  been  completely  filled  up  in  their  stor¬ 
age  capacity,  in  taking  advantage  of  the  past  dis¬ 
count,  so  that  they  are  unable  to  accept  any  ad¬ 
ditional  cargoes,  especially  as  through  the  lack  of 
sales  at  retail,  very  little  coal  is  moving  out  of 
the  yards. 

Retailers  Heavily  Stocked. 

They  report  that  their  present  situation  would 
necessitate  the  dumping  of  coal  on  the  ground, 
there  being  no  room  for  it  in  the  pockets.  While 
this  is  sometimes  done,  to  obtain  an  increased 
quantity  at  minimum  figures,  it  is  not  profitable 
when  the  discount  reaches  the  present  basis,  owing 
to  the  cost  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  for  the  re¬ 
handling  of  it.  Hence  they  prefer  to  hold  orders 
over  for  full  circular  prices,  which  shows  a  sav¬ 
ing  of  fifteen  cents,  the  advance  for  next  month 
being  only  ten  cents. 

The  general  condition  of  the  trade,  however, 
seems  to  be  fairly  strong,  with  the  distribution  of 
the  product  mined  showing  practically  no  reduc¬ 
tion  from  the  two  previous  months.  This  indi¬ 
cates  that  many  localities  outside  of  the  eastern 
markets  did  not  accumulate  in  stock  the  amount 
of  coal  against  a  strike  that  was  believed  had 
been  done  at  that  time,  and  are  in  consequence 
in  need  of  greater  supplies  at  present  to  make  up 
for  the  loss  in  tonnage  sustained  by  the  pro¬ 
tracted  idleness  of  the  mines. 

Principal  Shipments  are  Westward  from  Mines. 

d'he  principal  shipments  continue  to  go  to  west¬ 
ern  points,  both  all-rail  and  by  water,  the  former 
being  probably  the  more  urgent,  owing  to  the 
slower  movement  upon  it,  due  to  a  shortage  of 
box-cars,  which  are  essential  in  the  handling  of 
this  business.  There  is  also  a  fair  demand  from 
the  outlying  districts,  to  which  delivery  has  been 
retarded,  and  we  hear  of  instances  where  buyers 
are  urging  for  shipment  on  orders  previously 
placed.  This  unfilled  business  is  likely  to  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  question  of  car  supply  -as  being  the 
most  important  feature  in  regulating  the  delivery 
of  it. 


'Ibis  difficulty  is  also  having  a  tendency  to 
restrict  the  output  of  the  mines.  That  the  car 
situation  is  likely  to  become  more  accentuated,  as 
the  fall  traffic  incretises,  with  those  transportation 
companies  having  western  connections,  is  already 
being  felt  in  a  number  of  instances,  where  mining 
has  been  cut  down  to  some  extent.  With  the 
general  demand  greatly  reduced,  as  during  the 
current  month,  wliich  may  extend  into  Septem¬ 
ber,  a  car  shortage  is  not  seriously  felt,  and  often 
is  a  factor  in  curtailing  the  tonnage,  preventing 
an  excess  of  coal  being  thrown  upon  the  market. 
But  this  condition  will  be  changed  as  soon  as  the 
fall  demand  sets  in.  Then  the  equipment  of  the 
railroads  w'll  be  inadequate,  with  their  heavy 
traffic  in  other  lines,  to  meet  the  conditions  in 
the  coal  trade. 

file  local  all-rail  husiness,  east  of  the  mines, 
lias  fallen  off  considerably,  though  to  more  dis¬ 
tant  iioints  shipments  remain  steady.  Coal  of  all 
grades,  except  the  special  varieties,  is  in  good 
supply  at  the  loading  ports  and  prices  are  well 
maintained  on  the  company  products.  The  dull¬ 
ness  is  having  some  effect  on  the  individual  prod¬ 
ucts,  catising  some  concessio.ns  to  be  made,  where 
shipped  upon  the  market  without  holding  orders 
for  same.  Sales  of  this  character  have  been  quoted 
at  fifteen  cents  off  the  circular  figures  on  the 
domestic  sizes,  while  the  steam  grades  are  offered 
at  a  reduction  of  thirty  to  forty  cents  below  com¬ 
pany  prices,  in  order  to  avoid  demurrage  charges. 

Further  Improvement  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

'I  he  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade, 
in  the  general  market,  has  maintained  the  slight 
improvement  noted  in  our  report  of  last  week, 
and  if  anything,  it  is  more  pronounced  on  some 
of  the  special  grades  this  week.  A  few  more 
orders  seem  to  be  available  and  usually  come  from 
sources  least  expected,  and  in  cases  where  favor¬ 
able  prices  have  been  made  to  move  a  cargo,  con¬ 
signees  receiving  same  are  increasing  their  orders 
for  further  shipment,  ilunigh  this  is  not  agreeable 
to  most  producers,  wh'i  are  inclined  not  to  obli¬ 
gate  themselves  to  hold  a  price  beyond  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  current  month. 

The  stimulus  given  to  the  trade  at  this  time  is 
thought  to  be  due  more  largely  to  the  shortage  of 
cars  that  has  recently  prevailed  than  from  any 
immediate  short  supply  of  coal  in  hand.  Buyers 
are  commencing  to  realize  that  the  determining 
factor  in  the  coal  trade  this  fall  will  be  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars,  which  is  influencing  some  of  the  con¬ 


sumers.  regardless  of  what  stocks  remain,  to  place 
orders  for  early  shipment,  fearing  lest  the  delay 
to  a  later  period  might  interfere  in  getting  ejiough 
coal  forward  to  meet  actual  requirements. 

The  car  emiipment  on  all  lines  transporting  coal 
has  been  inadequate  to  make  the  shipments  re¬ 
quired  by  operators  in  supDlying  the  limited  busi-- 
ness  which  they  hold,  rather  indicating  that  as 
the  trade  increases,  with  the  approach  of  colder 
weather,  the  eflect  in  retarding  the  loading  of 
cor.l  at  the  mines  will  be  seriously  felt. 

Shipments  on  Contracts  Increasing, 

Shipments  and  contracts  are  becoming  more 
regular  and  are  working  up  toward  the  full 
monthly  allotments.  I'robably  the  weakest  spot 
in  the  trade  is  the  New  York  market,  which  has  C 
seemingly  fallen  in  demand  and  in  prices  ruling.  c 
Whether  individual  operators  anticipated  a  better 
demand  for  spot  coal,  with  the  little  improve-  ^ 
ment  shown,  is  not  clear  to  the  trade,  but  the 
larger  amount  of  coal  shipped  here  in  the  past  f 

few  days,  for  which  there  are  no  buyers,  has  i 

depressed  conditions  to  an  extent  where  the  ^ 

cheaper  grades  of  West  Virginia  coal  are  offered  < 

down  to  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports,  while  J 

a  cargo  of  Moshannon  was  sold  at  $2.32  a  ton.  , 

These  prices  affect  only  such  coals  as  are  shipped  ^ 

upon  the  market,  forcing  disposal  of  them  to  f 

escape  paying  demurrage  charges.  The  regular  ' 

steam  grades  are  quoted  at  from  $2.65  to  $2.75.  ^ 

The  Bituminous  Coastwise  Trade. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  developing  very  few  *. 
new  orders  and  is  comparatively  more  backward 
in  taking  on  coal,  applying  to  contracts,  than  the 
all-rail  consumers.  Stocks  are  reported  large,  but  | 
they  must  be  rapidly  depleting  and  it  is  feared  by 
shippers  that  orders  will  be  held  up  until  it  is  too 
late  to  give  prompt  delivery,  with  additional  costs 
in  transportation  to  defray.  * 

The  sound  business  is  thought  to  be  slightly  -j 
improved  and  somewhat  more  coal  is  going  to 
those  ports.  The  all-rail  trade  is  producing  a 
regular  demand,  though  the  tonnage  as  yet  is  not  ^ 
large,  but  better  things  are  expected  of  it  soon.  t 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market,  vessels  seem  to  « 
be  in  good  supply  and  rates  are  unchanged.  We  .y 
quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  ^ 
to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland.  6n(S;65c;  to  the 
sound,  50@55c;  Lynn,  Newburyport  and  Bath,  80  ^ 

@85c :  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and  towage ;  Ban-  * 
gor,  75c;  Portsmouth,  70c.  « 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  August  23. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Continued  torrid  weather  has  not  served 
to  stimulate  the  anthracite  coal  trade  to  any  ap¬ 
preciable  extent.  Dealers  are  more  interested  in 
finding  some  cool  and  quiet  spot  where  they  can 
temporarily  forget  the  cares  of  office,  than  in 
the  question  of  finding  a  market  for  the  output 
of  their  mines.  Trade  is  of  a  scattered  nature. 
There  are  some  dealers  who  appear  inclined  to 
take  advantage  of  the  last  ten  cent  discount  or 
rebate  of  the  season,  and  these  parties  are  sending 
in  some  orders,  which  tends  to  keep  the  wheels 
moving.  While  the  trade  is  of  a  vagrant  nature, 
being  scattered  over  a  large  area,  combined  it 
serves  to  make  a  respectable  business  and  with 
the  lake  trade,  which  is  keeping  up  remarkably 
well,  gives  the  sales  agents  all  they  care  to 
handle  in  midsummer. 

There  is  a  good,  healthy  tone  to  the  general 
trade,  and  agents  are  looking  for  an  unusually 
active  fall  business.  Stocks  laid  in  early  in  the 
season  are  now  becoming  pretty  well  depleted, 
and  as  soon  as  the  cooler  weather  comes  there  is 
certain  to  be  a  rush  of  orders.  Mine  affairs  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  getting  in  pretty  good  shape  again,  and 
as  a  rule  operators  are  sanguine  of  a  very  profit¬ 
able  fall  trade. 

So  far  as  lake  forwarding  is  concerned,  the 
quantity  put  in  hull  during  the  past  seven  days 


is  practically  the  same  as  was  handled  during 
the  preceding  week.  To  Lake  Michigan  ports 
the  forwarding  amounted  to  77,225  tons,  and  to 
Lake  Superior  27,700  tons,  the  total  being  104,925 
tons,  distributed  as  follows : 

Destination.  Tons.  Destination.  Tons. 

Milwaukee  . 29,476  Chicago  . 38,700 

•Superior  . 18,200  Manitowoc  .  8.60 

Duluth  .  9,600  Green  Bay  .  2,600 

Escanaba  .  1,080  Algonac  .  520 

Sheboygan  .  3,600  Gladstone  .  600 

Confidence  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

Bituminous  dealers  are  still  feeling  confident, 
the  adjustment  of  former  disagreements  with 
their  men  having  been  on  a  basis  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned,  so  that  for  the  next  year  there  is 
not  likely  to  be  any  serious  friction.  The  sup¬ 
ply  coming  forward  is  sufficient  to  meet  all  de¬ 
mands,  for  the  big  buyers  from  New  York  are 
not  yet  in  evidence  and  the  trade  is  somewhat 
restricted.  Locally  there  is  a  fair  demand  and 
prices  are  keeping  up  remarkably  well. 

As  expected,  the  advance  in  lake  rates  to 
Superior  ports  has  served  to  bring  more  tonnage 
into  the  market,  which  accounts  for  heavier  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  Minnesota  docks.  Vesselmen  have 
been  fighting  shy  of  Superior  cargoes,  for  taking 
into  account  delay  in  unloading  and  the  rush  of 
ore  cargoes,  the  owners  have  preferred  going  up 


light,  rather  than  take  chances  of  losing  time. 

Of  course  some  of  the  agents  are  being  spur¬ 
red  to  activity  by  those  dealers  who  have  orders 
in  for  August  delivery,  for  they  are  disposed  to 
take  advantage  of  the  season’s  last  discount, 
though  it  is  only  ten  cents  a  ton.  There  is  con¬ 
sequently  quite  an  amount  of  rail  business  con¬ 
sidering  the  midsummer  period. 

Retail  Business  is  Light. 

Local  retailers  are  still  practically  idle,  but  look 
for  a  resumption  of  business  within  the  next  two 
or  three  weeks. 

It  is  now  announced  that  the  Erie  railroad  will 
expend  $75,000  on  improvements  to  its  freight 
house  in  Salamanca. 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  and  coal  companies  around  Cincinnati  are 
completely  divorced,  the  coal  companies  having 
sold  their  railroad  securities  and  the  railroads 
having  disposed  of  their  coal  holdings.  It  is 
reported,  however,  that  an  effort  will  be  made 
to  investigate  the  securities  held  by  former 
President  Zimmerman,  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil¬ 
ton  &  Dajffon,  in  an  effort  to  prove  that  Mr. 
Zimmerman  is  actively  engaged  in  coal  proper¬ 
ties,  the  product  of  which  is  diverted  to  certain 
railroads  in  which  he  is  heavily  interested. 
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Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  23. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Little  interest  is  shown  in  regard 
to  anthracite  coal  conditions,  with  no  substantial 
amount  of  business  in  the  market,  as  things  are 
generally  quiet  and  will  remain  so  during  the 
warm  season,  providing  the  custom  of  former 
years  prevails.  Retail  yards  are  thought  to  be 
well  supplied  with  coal,  as  purchases  were  quite 
heavy  at  the  previous  discount  figures  with  a  re¬ 
stricted  movement  to  the  consuming  trade  and 
there  has  been  little  depletion  of  the  stocks  since 
then. 

According  to  estimates  of  railroad  officials  as 
regards  the  enormous  travel  to  summer  resorts,  all 
records  have  been  broken  this  year  and  fully  one- 
quarter  of  the  city’s  population  left  for  a  vacation 
last  week,  with  six  thousand  family  residences 
closed  up  and  under  the  special  care  of  the  police. 
With  this  large  exodus  from  one  city  alone,  it 
can  in  a  measure  be  appreciated  why  trade  is 
dull  often  lieing  reduced  to  almost  a  standstill. 

The  movement  of  coal  from  the  mines  is  not  as 
large  as  it  has  been,  being  curtailed  through 
idle  days  at  the  mines,  on  account  of  a  shortage 
in  the  car  supply.  This  condition  has  regulated 
the  production  at  the  mines  to  meet  the  present 
decreased  business,  so  that  the  output  is  restricted 
to  about  the  current  requirements,  preventing  a 
general  shut  down  as  was  the  case  last  year. 
Shipments  are  not  affected  to  any  extent  by  the 
shortage  of  equipment,  as  all  orders  in  the  hands 


Boston,  Mass.,  August  23. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues 
quiet  and  uninteresting  with  few  orders  of  any 
importance  available.  The  dealers  are  so  well 
supplied  with  coal  that  they  have  no  spare  room 
left  to  take  on  any  additional  tonnage  and  do  not 
expect  that  conditions  will  be  ameliorated  in  the 
way  of  a  better  demand  for  some  time.  In  fact, 
it  is  generally  conceded  that  no  decided  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  demand  can  be  looked  for  before 
colder  weather  sets  in  and  consumers  come  to  a 
realization  of  their  needs. 

Light-draught  port  business  is  being  shipped 
upon  to  some  extent,  though  the  large  quantity 
of  coal  shipped  to  it  recently  has  made  the 
demand  less  active,  but  an  occasional  cargo  for 
shipment  on  this  class  of  trade,  can  be  expected 
froin_  time  to  time  as  the  stocks  are  reduced  until 
ice  closes  the  ports.  There  are  also  remaining  a 
few  orders  in  shippers’  hands  for  coal  to  be  sent 
from  the  discharging  points,  all-rail  to  the  further 
eastern  points. 

Quietness  in  the  All-Rail  Trade. 

The  regular  all-rail  trade  is  quiet  with  orders 
mostly  for  small  lots,  though  in  the  aggregate 
tonnage  it  helps  out  in  absorbing  the  more  lim¬ 
ited  supply  consigned  to  this  market.  While  con¬ 
siderable  quantities  of  the  steam  sizes  are  being 
sent  to  the  New  England  territory  there  is  never¬ 
theless  remaining  in  stock  a  large  amount  of 
these  coals  with  some  of  the  big  consumers  who 


Baltimore,  Md.,  August  23. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  are  two  features  to  the  local 
market,  both  of  which  affect  l)ituminous  trade. 
One  is  the  inauguration  of  the  autumn,  or  rather 
late  summer,  recovery,  the  market  showing  its 
first  evidences  of  an  upward  movement.  It  can 
not  be  said  that  the  demand  has  stiffened  to  any 
great  degree,  but  what  has  come  has  been  on  the 
right  side,  and  prices  are  a  little  more  than  a 
shade  better.  From  ten  to  twenty  cents  increase 
on  the  ton  can  not  of  course  be  hailed  as  a  re¬ 
covery  from  the  summer  depression  and  lassi¬ 
tude,  but  still  it  is  a  happy  augury  of  what  the 
autumn  is  confidently  expected  to  bring  forth. 

The  second  feature  of  the  market  is  had  in  the 
continuance  of  heavy  shipments  by  water,  both  for 


of  shippers  are  not  urgent  from  a  standpoint  of 
immediate  need  and  deliveries  are  made  as  cars 
can  lie  had  for  same. 

Summer  Dullness  in  Bituminous. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  shows  no  change 
from  the  general  conditions  that  obtained  last 
week,  though  the  local  city  trade  seems  to  have 
felt  the  mid-summer  dullness  more  keenly  and  is 
somewhat  quieter.  This  was  probably  on  account 
of  some  individual  producers  being  encouraged 
to  increase  their  output  of  the  mines  by  a  more 
auspicious  market,  but  were  obliged  to  ship  the 
coal  to  desination  points  without  holding  orders 
for  same,  resulting  in  much  depression,  both  as 
to  demand  and  prices. 

It  is  looked  upon  as  un  unfortunate  occurrence, 
happening  just  at  this  time  after  having  upheld 
the  market  all  summer,  so  that  it  was  apparently 
on  the  verge  of  obtaining  improved  conditions. 
The  situatfon  may,  however,  correct  itself  shortly 
through  a  shortage  of  cars  on  practically  all  lines 
which  may  have  the  tendency  to  restrict  shipment 
from  such  mines  where  the  effect  would  not  be  so 
apparent  and  less  injurious  to  the  general  trade. 

The  larger  company  interests  have  a  good  sup¬ 
ply  of  orders  for  delivery,  but  are  being  hampered 
in  moving  forward  the  amount  of  coal  desired 
by  an  inadequate  supply  of  cars,  causing  the  mines 
to  be  idle  for  a  day  or  two  at  a  time. 


accumulated  them  before  the  labor  troubles  of 
the  spring. 

In  the  bituminous  coal  market  there  is  no  percep¬ 
tible  change  and  the  trade  in  a  general  way  is 
quiet.  There  is  noticeable,  however,  a  little  more 
business  from  sources  where  it  was  known  that 
consumers  were  heavily  stocked  and  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  for  shipment  upon  the  season  contracts, 
which  gives  a  more  hopeful  feeling  that  this  may 
lie  the  commencement  of  better  things  to  prevail 
in  the  near  future.  This  change  in  the  status 
is  of  recent  occurrence  and  shipments  upon  it 
have  apparently  not  yet  reached  destination  points, 
as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  vessels  arriving  in 
the  harbor  can  find  berth  room  at  Mystic  wharf 
without  having  to  anchor  as  usual  under  normal 
conditions. 

The  later  revival  of  the  trade  this  year,  de¬ 
laying  shipments  so  materially  from  former  years 
and  from  what  had  been  expected  of  it,  has  not 
been  without  its  effects  on  prices  in  producing  an 
evident  favoritism  shown  to  shippers  who  con¬ 
tracted  more  freely  before  April  first  at  former 
figures.  What  concessions  have  been  made  is  not 
definitely  known  and  they  are  not  thought  to 
have  been  important,  except  as  it  may  affect  next 
season’s  business.  Prices  remain  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b. 
Hampton  Roads ;  Georges  Creek  is  quoted  at 
$2.68  Baltimore,  and  $2.75  Philadelphia;  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coals  being  respectively  from  twenty  to 
thirty  cents  below  these  prices.  Vessel  rates 
from  the  lower  ports  are  65@70c  to  Boston. 


export  and  coastwise  account.  Great  interest  is 
being  taken  as  to  whether  the  record  breaking 
export  figures  of  July  will  be  equaled  in  August. 
The  major  portion  of  the  export  coal  has  been 
going  to  Mexico.  A  large  proportion  is  Fair¬ 
mont  coal  that  recently  has  been  attracting  con¬ 
siderable  attention,  and  which  the  Mexican  man¬ 
agement  of  the  International  railroad  has  evi¬ 
dently  found  an  excellent  locomotive  fuel,  as  the 
shipments  for  this  purpose  have  been  steadily  on 
the  increase. 

Shipments  Around  Cape  Horn. 

Shipments  around  the  Horn  to  Frisco  also  con¬ 
tinue  brisk.  The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  will, 
for  instance,  send  out  a  cargo  of  three  thou¬ 


sand  tons  for  the  chief  port  of  the  Pacific  the 
coming  week.  Governmental  shipments  to  Manila 
also  continue  at  pretty  regular  intervals.  One  of 
the  recent  sailings  for  Manila  recorded  a  rather 
unusual  achievement,  the  square-rigged  ship  S.  P. 
Hitchcock,  which  arrived  in  the  Philippines  last 
week,  having  made  the  run  in  one  hundred  and 
eleven  days. 

While  talking  of  government  contracts  it  might 
be  well  to  state  that  the  summer  maneuvers  of 
the  North  Atlantic  fleet  have  turned  out  to  the 
benefit  of  a  local  concern.  The  Consolidation 
last  week  sent  north  two  barge  loads  to  Narra- 
gansett  and  Newport  for  use  of  the  cruisers  and 
battleships  of  the  fleet. 

Outside  of  the  slight  improvement  in  bitumi¬ 
nous  prices,  the  strictly  local  market  both  for  that 
fuel  and  for  anthracite  has  shown  but  little 
change  from  the  summer  dullness.  Some  little 
anthracite  is  coming  in,  but  there  is  no  hustle 
on  the  part  of  retailers  to  get  this,  as  most  of 
them  appear  to  be  pretty  well  stocked.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  special  attractiveness  to 
the  dealers  in  an  August  reduction  rate  when 
they  could,  and  for  the  most  part  did,  stock  pretty 
well  to  the  limit  at  a  much  lower  rate. 

Steam  Sizes  in  Too  Heavy  Supply. 

Steam  sizes  are  still  somewhat  of  a  drug  on 
the  market.  The  demand  is  somewhat  better, 
but  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  for  the  coal  that 
has  been  arriving.  Car  supply,  however,  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  somewhat  short  for  this  season  of 
the  year,  and  this  evidently  promises  a  resump¬ 
tion  of  the  old  troubles  when  winter  rolls  around. 
The  household  demand  for  anthracite,  as  people 
return  to  their  homes  from  the  resorts  and  sum¬ 
mering  places,  will  brighten  up  from  now  on. 

The  steamer  Doris  Brooke,  which  sailed  from 
here  during  the  week  from  the  Port  Covington 
piers  of  the  Western  Maryland  railroad,  carried 
3,500  tons  of  coke  for  Tampico,  and  afforded  an¬ 
other  instance  of  the  increase  in  shipments  of 
that  fuel  from  this  port.  The  coke  is  to  be  used 
on  large  sugar  plantations  and  in  refineries. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  charter 
rates  of  late.  The  last  Boston  charters,  those  of 
the  schooners  Marie  Palmer,  Paul  Palmer,  Helen 
J.  Seitz  and  John  F.  Devlin  were  at  seventy 
cents.  The  schooner  Sallie  I’On  has  chartered 
for  Jacksonville  at  $1.00;  the  schooner  Harry  T. 
Hayward  has  chartered  for  Key  West  at  $1.55 
and  discharge;  the  ship  Edward  Sewell  has  char¬ 
tered  for  San  Francisco  at  $6.50,  and  the  steamer 
Domingo  de  Larrinaga  for  Vera  Cruz  at  $1.50. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  August  seventh  amounted  to  143,312 
tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of  3,443,030  tons, 
as  compared  with  5,267,127  tons  for  the  corre¬ 
sponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease  of  1,824,097 
tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
400  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  39,393 
tons,  as  compared  with  56,990  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year 
of  17,597  tons. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  August  eigh¬ 
teenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  August  18,  1906..  15,336  20,300  35,637 

Corresponding  week,  1905 .  10,673  21,834  32,508 

Total  for  1906 . 479,31  1  689,974  1, 169.289 

Corresponding  period,  1905.  ..  .419,21 1  578.521  997,732 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  171,557  tons. 


Output,  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

The  July  output  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 
was  1,500. 000  tons,  an  increase  of  thirty-two  per 
cent  over  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 


The  Hew  England  Coal  Trade. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 


u 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[August  2~) 


Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


It  is  rc))(utc<l  from  Cardiff,  Wales,  that  Iwcii- 
ty-six_  llioiisaiul  coal  miners  went  on  strike  Ait- 
gnst  fifteenth,  owing  to  tlie  em|)lo3inent  of  non- 
nnion  workmen  in  the  mines. 

h'rank  Steandel,  in  charge  of  the  shipping  tle- 
partment  of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
New  York,  accompanied  hy  his  family,  left  on 
Saturday  la.st  for  the  Delaware  Water  (iap,  to 
enjoy  several  weeks’  vacation,  and  a  well  earned 
rest. 

Albert  Willcox,  an  iitstirance  broker,  who  lived 
at  the  VV'aldorf-Astoria,  New  York,  died  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  last  week,  on  the  beach  at  Seahright,  N.  J., 
of  heart  disease,  lie  was  fifty-nine  years  of  age 
and  was  a  brother  of  David  Willcox,  president 
of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co. 

John  1).  1  leissenbuttcl,  one  of  the  older  mcm- 
hers  of  the  coal  trade  in  New  York  city,  has 
been  conlincd  to  his  home  in  Brooklyn  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  past,  with  :i  severe  attack  of  rheuma¬ 
tism.  l.ater  reports  indicate  that  he  is  improving 
and  expects  to  get  back  to  his  office  shortly. 

W.  A.  Marshall,  who  is  idcntiiied  with  the  coal 
trade  at  New  York,  accom[)anied  hy  his  wife  and 
family,  left  a  week  ago  for  Lake  Hopatcong,  to 
escai)e  the  warm  climate  of  the  city  for  several 
weeks.  Mr.  Mtirshall  e.xpects  to  enjoy  his  vaca¬ 
tion,  having  been  closely  conlincd  to  bvtsiness  up 
to  this  time,  <and  he  desires  to  obtain  some  rest 
before  the  fall  activity  sets  in. 

After  a  trial  of  oil  fuel  histing  a  year  on  the 
torpedo  boat  Cwin,  the  officers  in  command  of 
the  reserve  torpedo  flotilla  have  recommended  to 
the  navy  dci)artment  at  Washington  that  the 
Cwin  he  fitted  to  burn  coal  instead  of  petroleum. 

'1  he  best  speed  obtainable  with  oil  fuel  on  the 
Cwin  was  about  sixteen  and  one-half  knots, 
while  her  sister  boat,  the  Talbot,  on  which  coal 
was  Intrned,  attained  a  speed  of  twenty  knots. 

The  Puritan  Coal  Mining  Co.  and  the  Stineman 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  formerly  at  SO  South  Fifteenth 
street,  Philadelpliia,  have  removed  their  offices 
to  nos  Real  Estate  Trust  building.  Broad  and 
Chestnut  streets.  The  present  location  of  the 
companies’  office  brings  them  in  closer  contact 
with  the  trade,  as  many  of  the  coal  interests  have 
recently  taken  quarters  in  this  building.  It  is  also 
conveniently  situated  to  other  office  buildings, 
having  improved  facilities  for  the  transaction  of 
its  business. 

The  strike  at  the  Jermyn  mines,  Rendham,  in 
the  anthracite  coal  fields,  which  had  been  on 
since  b'chruary  of  this  year,  was  settled  on  Friday 
of  last  week  through  the  efforts  of  Joseph  O'Brien, 
an  iittorney  of  Scranton.  .An  agreement  was 
made  that  the  award  of  the  ;mthracite  strike 
commission  should  apply  to  the  Jermyn  mines, 
and  that  work  he  resumed  at  No.  I  mine  forth¬ 
with,  and  at  No.  2  mine  as  soon  as  the  company 
can  place  it  in  condition.  One  thousand -men  are 
affected  hy  the  settlement. 

W.  R,  McTurk,  of  Philadelphia,  representing 
capitalists  of  that  city,  last  week  leased  the 
anthracite  coal  tract  at  Sugarloaf  and  Black 
creek,  near  Ilazelton,  Pa.,  which  is  owned  hy  the 
Black  Creek  Lumber  Co.  I'he  discovery  of  coal 
upon  this  property  was  recently  made.  The 
lessees  will  soon  begin  mining  on  the  property, 
and  preparations  are  now  being  made  for  same. 
W.  R.  McTurk  is  the  head  of  W.  R.  McTurk 
&  Co.,  who  have  been  co;d  operators  for  many 
years,  having  a  lease  on  the  Cirard  mine  in 
Schuylkill  county. 

The  discovery  last  week  by  the  prospectors  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  of 
a  fourteen-foot  Lykens  valley  red  ash  vein,  at 
Taylorville,  in  the  Heckschervillc  valley.  Pa.,  will 
add  many  millions  of  tons  of  this  celebrated  coal 
to  the  company’s  present  extensive  holdings. 
Shafts  are  also  being  sunk  to  the  sea  level  in 
the  Pottsville  district,  with  the  hope  of  finding 
additional  veins.  This  discovery  makes  a  verv 
valuable  asset,  especially  as  the  land  upon  which 
the  vein  was  found  cost  but  a  few  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  twenty  years  ago. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Co.  during  the  year  IDO.'i  were  the  best 
in  the  history  of  the  company,  exceeding  by  $.313,- 
529  the  record  year  of  1903.  The  earnings  of 
1905  are  double  those  of  1895,  the  year  before 
Mr.  Riley  assumed  the  presidency.  The  coal 


production  of  the  company  for  1905  amounted  to 
2,928,304  tons,  exceeding  the  best  previous  record, 
in  1904,  by  400,000  tons.  'I  he  coal  tonnage  of  the 
Lehigh  &  Susquehanna  railroad,  and  the  Lehigh 
canal,  taken  together,  amounted  to  8,222,917  tons, 
showing  an  increase  of  4,317,524  tons  over  the 
year  of  1880. 

The  Eastern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.,  is  a  new  concern,  recently  having  entered 
the  market  to  handle  the  different  varieties  of 
coal  at  wholesale.  'I'he  persons  identified  with  the 
corporation  are  actively  engaged  in  the  coal 
business,  and  are  well  known  to  the  trade  in  the 
New  England  territory.  The  officers  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are,  W.  A.  Clark,  president,  who  is  also 
president  of  the  W.  A.  Clark  Coal  Co.,  North¬ 
ampton,  Mass. ;  h'.  H.  Johnston,  vice-president, 
who  is  president  of  the  City  Coal  &  \Vood  Co., 
New  Britain,  Conn. ;  G.  N.  Kearstead,  treasurer, 
who  is  treasurer  of  the  City  Coal  Co.  at  Hart¬ 
ford  ;  Pratt  1'hompson,  secretary  and  general 
manager,  formerly  in  business  at  New  Haven, 
Conn.  'I  he  object  of  the  new  company  is  to  buy 
and  sell  coal  to  the  trade  in  the  local  and  eastern 
markets. 

Washington  reports  that  the  Toronto  Globe, 
the  dominion  government  organ  in  Ontario,  has 
caused  a  good  deal  of  surprise  in  declaring  that 
parliament,  at  its  session  in  November,  should 
remove  the  duty  on  coal,  which  it  says  would 
largely  stimulate  manufactures.  The  Globe  says 
that  in  the  fiscal  year  of  1905,  $2,200,283  was 
paid  in  duty  on  coal.  Anthracite  coal  is  free, 
so  that  this  duty  on  bituminous  coal  fell  largely 
oil  the  manufacturing  industries.  The  Dominion 
Coal  Co.,  the  Nova  Scotia  Co.  and  other  coal 
mining  corporations  in  the  maritime  provinces, 
all  of  which  produce  soft  coal,  are  very  much 
opposed  to  any  change  in  the  duty  on  coal.  They 
claim  that,  even  with  the  present  duty  they  are 
unable  to  hold  the  Dominion  market  any  further 
west  than  Montreal,  as  the  item  of  freight  pre¬ 
vents  their  competition  with  American  coal  west 
of  that  point. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  New  York,  left  Friday  of  last  week 
on  a  business  trip  to  the  west.  He  will  stop  in 
Cleveland  to  attend  to  affairs  of  the  companjq 
then  going  on  to  Cincinnati,  to  confer  with  R.  S. 
McVeigh,  western  manager,  and  R.  H.  Lyman, 
manaser,  at  the  company’s  offices  at  that  point. 
Mr.  Davis  also  expects  to  visit  the  Island  creek 
coal  property  at  Holden,  W.  Va.,  where  the 
owners  have  recently  made  extensive  develop¬ 
ments,  to  increase  the  production  of  the  mines, 
.and  to  secure  increased  facilities  for  transporta¬ 
tion  of  the  coal.  'I'he  probable  outcome  will  be 
the  extension  of  its  Island  Creek  railroad  to  the 
Ohio  river,  a  distance  of  seventy-five  miles,  with 
which  facilties  it  is  thought  the  operating  com¬ 
pany  could  increase  its  tonnage  to  at  least  two 
million  tons.  Mr.  Davis  e.xpects  to  return  the 
first  of  next  week. 

George  D.  Watt,  general  manager  of  the  Loyal 
Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Company,  Philadelphia,  will 
retire  from  his  present  position  on  September 
first,  to  become  associated  with  the  'I'hree  State 
Lumber  Co.,  in  which  he  holds  an  interest. 
Mr.  Watt  has  been  connected  wdth  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  for  the  past  nine  years,  serving  first  in  the 
capacity  of  sales  agent  at  Boston  for  three  years, 
when  he  was  appointed  the  companv’s  general 
manager,  on  February  first,  1900,  from  which 
time  he  has  been  at  the  Philadelphia  office.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  company,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  in  this  office,  as  he  still  retains  an  interest 
in  it.  Mr.  Watt  will  hold  the  position  of  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  in  the  lumber  company,  and 
will  devote  his  entire  time  to  this  interest.  The 
company  owns  large  tracts  of  valuable  timber 
land  in  the  southeastern  state.s,  where  it  has 
several  large  lumber  plants. 

Lewis  Luckenbach,  head  of  the  big  towing  and 
transportation  company,  at  New  York,  who  had 
been  spending  the  summer  at  the  Thousand 
Islands,  died  suddenly  on  Saturday,  August  eigh- 
eenth,  at  his  island  home.  He  had  not  been  in  good 
health  since  he  suffered  from  a  stroke  of  paraly¬ 
sis  two  years  ago,  and  when  he  left  for  his  sum¬ 
mer  home  early  in  the  season,  his  family  feared 
the  end  would  come  soon.  Mr.  Luckenbach  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  coal  towing  business  in 
New  York  harbor,  and  had  become  one  of  the 


most  important  factors  in  the  trade.  Born  in 
(lermany  seventy-one  years  ago,  he  emigrated 
to  this  country  when  he  was  twenty-one,  and  five 
years  later  came  to  New  York  to  engage  in  the 
towing  business.  His  city  home,  to  where  the 
body  yyas  sent,  and  the  last  services  held,  is  No. 
104  I'.ighth  avenue,  Brooklyn,  where  he  lived 
with  his  wife  and  only  son,  Edgar  F.  Lucken- 
hach. 

'I  he  state  commission  appointed  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  to  scdect  a  locatitjii  for  a  state  hospital 
for  the  criminal  insane  and  to  commence  the 
erection  of  the  buildings,  last  week  accepted  a 
tract  of  land  containing  025  acres  at  Fairview, 
Wayne  county,  from  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co. 
1  he  commission  was  created  by  the  legislature  of 
1905.  'I'he  act  appropriated  $10,000  for  a  site 
and  $1.50,000  to  begin  the  erection  of  a  building. 
'I  here  were  fourteen  sites  offered  to  the  com¬ 
mission  at  various  prices,  but  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.,  at  first  offered  two  hundred  acres 
gratis.  '1  he  members  considered  this  too  small 
for  the  purpose,  and  negotiated  in  other  direc¬ 
tions  for  several  months.  'I'he  railroad  company 
agreed,  last  week,  to  transfer  the  025  acres  to 
the  state  for  the  proposed  hospital  for  a  consider- 
iition  of  five  dollars.  J  he  site  has  an  elevation 
of  two  thousand  feet  above  sea  level,  and  a  part 
of  the  tract  consists  of  408  acres  farm  land, 
two-thirds  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  It 
contains  a  mansion,  two  large  barns,  with  other 
buildings,  and  was  at  one  time  known  as  Fair- 
view  Park.  The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.’s  tracks 
reach  this  property,  with  switches  into  the  center 
of  the  grounds.  J  he  company  also  transfers  to 
the  state  the  culm  banks  on  the  site,  containing 
an  amount  of  coal  which,  it  is  estimated,  will  give 
fuel  to  the  institution  for  the  next  twenty  years. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  which  is  a  part  of  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  has  just  opened  another 
iiumense  mine  on  its  lands  near  Meyersdale,  Pa. 
Vice-President  J.  H.  Wheelwright  has  spent 
nearly  a  week  inspecting  the  situation.  Acconi- 
p:mying  him  were  Messrs.  Acosta  Nichols,  of  New 
\  ork ;  Van  Lear  Black,  of  Baltimore,  and  L.  L. 
-Malone,  the  general  manager.  In  the  new  district 
there  will  be  five  mines,  or  shafts,  all  of  which  it 
is  intended  to  serve  with  electric  current  from 
a  large  central  power  station,  now  nearly  com¬ 
pleted.  1  he  mines  will  have  a  \carl\'  capacitv 
of  1,0()0,t/00  tons,  and  frequent  borings  have  con¬ 
vinced  the  officers  that  the  supply  is  almost  limit¬ 
less.  1  his  addition  to  the  Somerset  region  will 
mean  an  annual  output  by  that  company  alone  of 
fully  2,500,000  tons  of  soft  coal.  The  new  lands 
now  ready  for  development  and  working  cover 
;ihout  seven  square  miles  and  have  been  owned 
h\  the  company  for  some  years.  This  property 
is  in  what  is  known  as  the  Johnstown  basin, 
above  the  town  of  Boswell  and  in  the  Jenner 
field.  The  company  has  authority  to  open  two 
mines,  which  will  have  a  capacity  of  from  2.090 
to  3,000  tons  a  day,  and  by  fall  will  have  a  town 
of  2,000  near  by.  Quemahoning  creek  runs 
through  the  property,  and  it  is  intended  to 
establish  another  town  on  this  creek.  This  will 
h.ave  at  least  2,000  inhabitants.  'These  settlements 
will  he  ready  within  twelve  months.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  build  a  railroad  through  the  property  by 
a  short  cut  of  about  fourteen  miles,  connecting 
with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  This  will  mean  a 
saving  of  about  six  miles  on  the  route  now  used 
from  the  Somerset  field.  Most  of  the  coal  will 
find  its  outlet  through  Baltimore  and  should  add 
materiallj'  to  the  coastwise  and  foreign  trade,  as 
well  as  to  the  revenue  of  the  railroad  and  the 
company. 


Unmined  .Anthracite  Coal. 


The  acreage  and  quantity  of  immined  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  owned  by  the  various  companies  is  esti¬ 
mated  by  a  Philadelphia  authority  as  follows: 


.•\cres. 

IMiiladcIpliia  &  Rcadinc . 103,000 

Delaware  &  Hudson .  21.300 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western.  15.200 

Pennsylvania  Coal  Co .  12.600 

Hillsdale  Coal  &  Iron  Co .  7,200 

Lehigh  \’alley  .  22,720 

Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre .  13.600 

Lehigh  &  I.uzerne .  soo 

Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co .  0,400 

.■\lliance  Coal  Mining  Co .  4.000 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  .  4,280 


L’nmined 

Tonnage. 

2.450.000.000 

260,000.000 

400,000,000 

180,000,000 

70.000,000 

400,000,000 

335.000.000 

5.000.000 

370.000.000 

130,000,000 

74,000,000 


t 


Xo.  8] 


35 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Western  Retail  ^lotes. 

The  Northeast  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $1,000. 

The  retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  J.  E.  Mc- 
Clintock,  Cherokee,  Iowa,  has  been  purchased  by 
E.  R.  Charleton. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Kansas  Cit}',  Mo.,  by  the  A.  M.  Fellows  Coal  Co., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000. 

A.  J.  Skluzacek  &  Co.,  retail  coal  merchants 
at  Maple  Lake,  Minn.,  have  erected  a  large  and 
modern  coal  shed  on  their  property  at  that  town. 

Frank  Houghtaling,  Indianola,  Iowa,  has  pur¬ 
chased  an  interest  in  the  coal  and  feed  busmess 
of  his  cousin,  Albert  Houghtaling,  of  the  same 
city. 

The  East  Side  F'uel  &  Transfer  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000  at 
Minneapolis,  Minn.  The  incorporators  are  A.  A. 
Johnston,  Nellie  A.  Johnston,  Minneapolis,  and 
p.  J.  Arness,  of  Excelsior. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  has  started  the  erection  of  a  new  ware¬ 
house  and  coal  shed  at  the  corner  of  Washington 
and  Eagle  streets.  The  structures,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  will  cost  about  $5,000. 

The  Consumers  Anti-Trust  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Guthrie,  Okla.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $500,000.  The  directors  are  George 
S.  Foster,  L.  D.  Moore,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
A.  J.  McMahan,  of  Oklahoma  City. 

Geo.  G.  Schreiber,  of  Buell,  Morse  &  Co.,  West 
Bend,  Iowa,  has  retired  from  the  firm  after  man¬ 
aging  the  business  for  the  past  eight  years.  The 
firm  name  is  to  be  changed  to  Buell  &  Morse, 
and  the  coal  and  elevator  business  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  as  in  the  past. 

.\rticles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Champaign,  Ill.,  by  the  Champaign  Coal  Co.  The 
capital  stock  is  $1,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $15 
each.  The  duration  of  the  company  is  twenty-five 
years,  and  the  incorporators  are  T.  L.  Block, 
J.  C.  Kruse  and  F.  A.  Wilske. 

C.  A.  Cole,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  has  leased  his 
yards  on  West  Fifth  street,  that  city,  to  H.  C. 
Bennett,  who  will  engage  in  the  coal  and  wood 
business  this  winter.  Mr.  Bennette  is  also  owner 
of  the  Howe  Ice  Co.,  Mason  City,  which  business 
he  purchased  early  last  spring  from  Gould  & 
Emery. 

Math.  Schulenberg,  a  well-known  fuel  dealer 
of  Minneapolis,  and  Charles  A.  Bruce,  formerly 
with  the  Diamond  Fuel  Co.,  Minneapolis,  have 
formed  a  partnership  at  Minneapolis  under  the 
firm  name  of  Schulenberg  &  Bruce.  For  the  pres¬ 
ent  the  main  office  of  the  company  will  be  at  a59 
Plymouth  avenue. 


Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

The  Coxe  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  a  capital  stock  of  3550,000  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  the  Frackville-Gordon  Coal 
Co.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $5,000. 

Alonzo  H.  Knapp,  a  retail  coal  dealer  of  Pater¬ 
son,  N.  J.,  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
Passaic  Steel  Co.  to  succeed  Nevin  McConnell, 
resigned. 

Charles  Schug,  a  coal  dealer  of  Syracuse.  N.  Y.. 
died  recently  at  his  residence.  No.  2017  Lodi 
street,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  Mr.  Schug  was 
born  in  Bavaria  and  came  to  this  city  in  1854. 

The  police  authorities  of  Boston  are  trying  to 
locate  the  responsibility  for  the  theft  of  $10,000 
of  Continental  Coal  &  Coke  gold  six  per  cent 
bonds,  from  the  office  of  C.  F'ay  Morse,  a  note 
broker  in  the  Minot  building  in  that  city. 

The  Wimberley  &  Thomas  Hardware  Co.,  the 
Moore  &  Handley  Hardware  Co.  and  Goodall, 
Brown  &  Co,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  have  filed  a 
petition  in  the  federal  court  seeking  to  have  the 
Merrimac  Coal  Co.,  of  Jasper,  Ala.,  declared  in 


involuntary  bankruptcy.  The  debts  claimed  re¬ 
spectively  are  $714.19,  $()()9.53  and  $151.21,  with 
small  sums  of  interest. 

A  charter  has  been  granted  the  L.  A.  M.  Coal 
Co.,  Charlotte,  N.  C.,  capital  stock  $100, 000,  to 
deal  in  coal,  wood,  feed  stuffs,  lumber,  hides, 
etc.  H.  C.  Long,  D.  M.  Austin,  W.  G.  MePhee 
and  Thomas  W.  Long  being  the  stockholders. 

Articles  of  assignment  have  been  filed  in  the 
probate  court  at  Montgomery,  Ala.,  by  the  Bogue- 
Kunz  Coal  Co.  This  company  had  been  in  ex¬ 
istence  for  some  time.  The  firm  was  b'.  A.  Bogue, 
E.  J.  Kunze,  I*'.  T.  Coppersmith.  The  name  of 
Robert  K.  Mann  was  mentioned  as  the  assignee. 
The  amount  of  the  debits  and  credits  were  not 
given. 

Wiliam  H.  Waesche,  a  coal  dealer,  1518  Mary¬ 
land  avenue,  Baltimore,  Md.,  was  fined  ten 
dollars  and  costs  yesterday  bv  Justice  Stanley,  at 
the  Southwestern  police  station,  on  the  charge  of 
selling  coal  less  than  2,240  pounds  to  the  ton. 
Captain  Moxley,  of  the  city  police,  has  had  Pa¬ 
trolman  Hoigley  in  citizens’  clothes  for  some 
time  watching  coal  delivered  in  the  district.  Mr. 
Waesche’s  wagon  was  stopped  on  Baltimore 
street,  near  Carey  street.  After  being  weighed 
the  load,  it  is  alleged,  was  found  to  be  seventy- 
five  pounds  short. 

The  contractor  has  commenced  work  on  the 
construction  of  a  large  coal  elevator  at  the 
Broadway  railroad  yards,  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  for  F. 
L.  Porter  &  Co.  The  structure  is  to  be  sixty 
by  thirty  feet,  while  the  end  and  side  uprights 
will  consist  of  twenty-eight-foot  posts  and  the 
elevator  will  be  forty-six  feet  high.  It  will  re¬ 
quire  sixty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  to  build  the 
elevator  and  it  will  be  divided  into  six  bins,  each 
having  a  capacity  of  more  than  two  hundred 
tons.  The  capacity  of  the  elevator  will  be  more 
than  thirteen  hundred  tons.  The  elevator  will  he 
operated  by  electricity  and  a  seven-horsepower 
motor  will  be  installed.  It  will  be  in  operation 
by  September  first. 

Secretary  of  State  Olin,  of  Massachusetts  has 
sent  to  each  dealer  in  coal  and  coke  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth  a  copy  of  the  new  law  passed  by  the 
current  legislature  relative  to  licensing  of  dealers 
in  these  commodities,  together  with  a  request 
that  dealers  will  immediately  send  to  his  office 
for  cancellation  the  license  issued  to  them  under 
the  old  law,  with  the  fee  of  one  dollar  for  each 
new  license  desired.  The  new  law  places  the 
granting  of  licenses  in  the  hands  of  the  secre¬ 
tary  at  the  uniform  rate  of  one  dollar  per  year, 
and  gives  any  justice  of  the  superior  court  juris¬ 
diction  to  revoke  the  license.  Secretary  Olin 
announces  that  all  applicants  will  be  granted 
licenses  of  the  same  number  as  those  held  by 
them  at  present. 

The  Broad  Exchange,  at  Broad  street  and  Ex¬ 
change  place.  New  York  city,  has  bought  a  new 
$.'!25,000  coal  chute.  Another  coal  chute  was 
offered  to  Landlord  W.  H.  Chesebrough  for 
$1,500,000,  but  he  considered  the  $325,000  one 
<ood  enough  for  the  present.  Coal  chutes  are 
going  up  in  price  every  minute  in  Wall  street 
district.  The  coal  chute  for  the  big  office  build¬ 
ing  is  at  41  Broad  street,  a  plat  30x100,  with  an 
old  four-story  building  on  it.  For  a  long  time  the 
Broad  Exchange  has  been  using  the  alley  which 
opens  on  Beaver  street  to  cart  in  its  coal  and  cart 
out  its  ashes.  Gen.  John  G.  McCullough  and 
Frederick  B.  Jennings,  who  have  been  buying 
up  property  in  the  alley,  finally  suggested  to  the 
owners  of  the  Broad  Exchange  that  they  cease 
monopolizing  traffic  with  their  coal  wagons  and 
ash  carts.  “We  will  sell  yc  u  our  land  for  a  mil¬ 
lion  and  a  half,  then  you  can  use  the  alley  as  you 
please,”  they  said.  This  was  refused.  The 
claimants  went  to  court  and  got  an  order  re¬ 
straining  the  Broad  Exchanee  from  using  the 
alley.  It  was  then  that  Chesebrough  went  to 
Harry  L.  Toplitz,  who  had  acciuired  41  Broad 
street,  and  the  deal  was  closed  for  the  thirty-foot 
frontage. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  JSlotes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Bondurant  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Pennington  Gap,  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$25,000.  The  incorporators  are  C.  W.  Bondurant, 
president  and  treasurer,  S.  N.  Bondurant,  sec¬ 


retary,  and  E.  W.  Pennington,  all  of  Pennington 
Gap. 

The  Manchester  Coal  Co.  has  heen  incorporated 
at  Phoenix,  .-Kriz.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 
The  comiiany  will  also  have  a  Chicago  office,  the 
capital  for  this  branch  being  $10,000. 

The  Lacon  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Springfield,  111.,  for  the  purpose  of  mining  and 
selling  coal  at  wholesale.  The  company  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $2,500,  and  is  incoriiorated  by 
Robert  Rae.  Harry  E.  Brown  and  D.  W.  Beggs. 

Articles  of  association  have  been  filed  by  the 
h'ox  Coal  Mining  Co.,  capitalization  nominal. 
The  company  is  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  in  coal  lands,  leasing  coal  lands,  oper¬ 
ating  coal  mines  and  developing  coal  and  other 
mineral  lands.  Terre  Haute  will  be  the  central 
place  of  operation.  The  promoters  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  John  h'ox,  John  F.  Fox  and  George  J. 
Fox,  of  Riley,  Ind. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

In  1905  3<.)8,099  tons  of  coal  were  produced  in 
Iowa  for  each  life  lost,  said  to  be  the  lowest 
accidental  death  rate  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  announced  that  the  headquarters  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Coal  Co.  will  be  removed  from 
Omaha  to  Cheyenne,  Wyo.  The  transfer  will 
occur  within  thirty  days. 

The  coal  washer  at  mine  No.  15  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Co.,  at  Mount  Olive,  III.,  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  last  week.  It  was  erected  a  year 
ago  at  a  cost  of  $90,000.  The  loss  was  largely 
covered  by  insurance. 

The  work  of  hoisting  coal  from  the  new  shaft 
of  the  Co-operative  Coal  Co.,  Carlyle,  Ill.,  was 
commenced  last  week.  The  first  consignment  of 
coal  from  the  new  mine  was  sent  to  the  B.  &  O. 
Condensing  Co.,  of  that  city. 

All  records  for  heavy  coal  tonnage  carried 
from  a  lower  lake  port  to  the  head  of  the  lakes 
were  broken  last  week  with  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer  Henry  B.  Smith,  at  Superior,  Wis.,  with 
19,731  tons  aboard.  This  beats  the  previous 
record  by  nearly  thirtj'  tons. 

The  mine  at  New  Berlin,  Ill.,  recently  sold  by 
the  Island  Grove  Coal  Co.  to  J.  L.  Hudson,  of 
Springfield,  has  at  least  temporarily  heen  put  out 
of  business  by  J.  T.  Burns,  president  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  the  district,  who  has 
annulled  the  charter  of  this  local. 

Coal  mines  No.  9  and  No.  10  at  Coalgate,  near 
McAIester,  Ind.  Ter.,  owned  by  the  Missouri, 
Kansas  &  Texas  railway  were  flooded  by  a  creek 
backing  up  as  the  result  of  the  recent  heav3-  rains. 
Property  valued  at  $2,000,000  is  badly  damaged 
and  six  bundred  men  are  out  of  employment. 

An  injunction  has  been  issued  against  the  Chi- 
cago-Coulterville  Coal  Co.  in  the  circuit  court 
at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  enjoining  the  directors  from 
selling  the  assets  of  the  company  without  the 
consent  of  A.  E.  Pinkney  and  1.  R.  Kellogg,  who 
claim  to  own  fort\'-five  shares  of  the  stock,  valued 
at  $10,000. 

The  tipple  and  hoisting  works  of  the  Royal 
Coal  Co.’s  large  mine,  three  miles  north  of 
Belleville,  HI.,  were  destroyed  hy  fire  August 
si.xteenth.  There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miners  in  the  mine  at  the  time  and  thej'  were  im¬ 
prisoned  for  over  three  hours,  hut  no  serious 
accidents  occurred.  The  loss  is  about  $20,000. 

The  Crystal  Coal  Co.,  of  Tilden,  Ill.,  in  which 
Dr.  J.  S.  Lewis  and  Roscoe  Lewis,  of  Carhondale, 
111.,  are  directors,  will  hold  a  meeting  September 
fifteenth,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  capital 
stock  of  the  company  from  $30,000  to  $S0.000. 
Other  directors  of  the  Crystal  Coal  Co.  are 
W’.  S.  Wilson,  Thos.  Horn  and  Wm.  Stevenson. 

.\t  a  depth  of  140  feet  a  forty-incli  vein  of 
bituminous  coal  was  uncovered  hy  a  sj’iidicate 
which  owns  land  one  mile  from  Garland,  Kas. 
The  find  is  regarded  as  a  rich  one,  and  will  go 
far  toward  making  that  town  a  mining  center. 
The  coal  lies  close  to  the  railroad  and  aiipears 
easy  to  work.  Garland  is  one  hundred  miles 
south  of  Kansas  City. 

Several  hundred  dollars  will  be  expended  by 
the  W’abash  on  the  mine  tracks  for  the  Stoning- 
ton  Coal  Co.  at  Stonin  ton.  111.  'Ihere  will  lie 
two  tracks,  each  five  hundred  feet  long.  .\t  pres¬ 
ent  the  mine  has  two  tracks  l.foo  feet  long.  The 
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cxU'iision  will  give  it  two  tracks  each  1,900  feet 
long.  The  extension  is  made  to  accoinmcxlate  the 
growing  business  at  the  mine. 

The  district  court  at  Atchison,  Kas.,  has  ap- 
l)ointed  (leorge  (iurrier  receiver  of  the  Atchiscni 
Coal  &  Mininig  Co.,  which  has  been  engaged  in 
developing  the  line  Atchison  vein  of  coal,  dis¬ 
covered  at  a  depth  of  nearly  twelve  lumdretl  feet. 
I'he  company  has  a  paid  up  capital  of  $1100,000, 
which  it  has  expended,  and  is  $90,000  in  debt. 
Having  reached  its  borrowing  limit  the  directors 
decided  upon  the  course  taken,  and  the  receiver¬ 
ship  is  a  friendly  proceeding.  All  the  claims 
against  the  concern  arc  held  in  Atchison,  and 
there  are  two  hundred  stockholders  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  nearly  all  citizens  of  that  place.  Hope  of 
tinancing  the  company  and  developing  the  mine 
has  by  no  means  been  abandoned,  and  it  is  be- 
lieveil  arrangements  can  be  made  to  continue 
mining  with  capital  ample  to  carry  out  the  de¬ 
velopment  work. 

The  No.  (■>  mine  of  the  American  Coal  Co., 
situated  at  b'lagler,  Iowa,  has  been  abandoned, 
at  least  for  the  present,  the  mine  having  hecn 
closed  down  and  men  set  to  work  pulling  out  the 
tracking  and  all  the  sound  timbers.  The  decision 
to  close  the  mine  came  about  alter  a  conference 
between  the  operators  and  miners  in  regard  to 
“firing-time.”  The  company  desired  that  the 
men  fire  twice  a  day  in  order  to  get  more  coal. 
This  the  men  refused  to  do,  declaring  that  such 
action  would  make  the  air  so  bad  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  carry  on  their  work.  After  the 
mandate  to  “fire  twice  a  day”  had  heen  given  out, 
and  the  miners  had  positively  declined  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  order,  it  was  decided  to  close  the 
mine  permanently  as  the  vein  was  very  nearly 
all  worked  out  and  it  would  not  pay  operating 
expenses  under  the  old  plan  of  firing  blasts  once 
a  day. 

With  the  recent  conviction  of  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  &  Santa  b'e  Railway  Co.  and  the  Colorado 
b'ucl  &  Iron  Co.,  and  fine  of  $15,000  imposed  upon 
each,  in  the  federal  court  of  New  Mexico,  for 
violation  of  the  interstate  commerce  laws  through 
giving  rebates  by  the  railway  company  to  the  fuel 
and  iron  company,  the  history  of  the  famous 
Santa  Fe  rebate  case  is  probably  closed.  Much 
praise  is  accorded  by  the  administration  to  At¬ 
torney  General  Moody  in  carrying  the  case 
through  to  a  successful  termination.  A  civil 
case  previously  brought  against  the  Santa  Fe  by 
coal  mining  companies  discriminated  against  in 
favor  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  was  set¬ 
tled  by  the  payment  of  something  like  half  a 
million  dollars,  and  now  has  been  followed  by 
the  conviction  as  above  stated  of  the  railway 
company  and  the  fuel  and  iron  company.  Thus 
aparentiy  ends  a  famous  chapter  in  the  history 
of  litigations  under  the  interstate  commerce  laws. 
Primarily  the  interstate  commerce  commission 
deserves'  the  credit  of  initial  investigation  and 
public  report. 

At  Coaldale.  about  thirty  miles  northwest  of 
Goldfield,  Nevada,  H.  C.  Petty,  a  well-known 
prospector,  has  uncovered  a  vein  of  coal  which  is 
l)elieved  to  be  of  large  extent.  A  shaft  has  been 
sunk  for  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
feet,  and  considerable  tunneling  and  lateral  work 
has  been  done.  It  is  reported  that  the  values 
improve  as  they  go  down  and  the  coal  is  very  fair 
in  grade.  The  property  has  just  been  sold  by 
Petty  to  a  syndicate  of  eastern  capitalists,  who 
propose  to  set  about  development  on  a  large  scale. 
The  price  paid  was  $21,600.  The  importance  of 
the  discovery  is  scarcely  to  be  estimated.  Even 
lignite  coal,  which  is  very  low  in  carbon,  has  a 
distinct  value  in  the  desert  portions  of  Nevada, 
where  the  large  companies  are  operating.  A 
deposit  of  coal  of  good  steaming  cpiality  would 
prove  nearly  as  rich  as  the  richest  bonanza 
mines  of  the  state  to  its  owners.  'I'he  present 
price  of  coal  in  southern  Nevada  is  eighteen  dol¬ 
lars  a  ton,  a  valuation  which  is  prohibitive  to 
large  mills  and  smelting  enterprises.  The  build¬ 
ing  of  these  will  be  greatly  accelerated  by  the 
production  of  coal  near  at  hand.  It  is  more 
than  likely  that  other  prospectors  who  have  ig¬ 
nored  the  vast  possibilities  of  the  coal  deposits 
in  this  state,  encouraged  by  Petty’s  example,  will 
search  for  coal. 

F.  H.  Murray,  as  receiver  of  the  Western  Iron, 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  has  filed  a 
report  of  the  receipts  and  dishursements  with  the 
county  clerk.  The  receiver  was  appointed  Feb¬ 
ruary  thenty-third  of  this  year,  and  after  oper¬ 
ating  the  plant  for  two  months  concluded  that  it 


could  only  be  run  at  a  loss.  On  June  eleventh 
an  order  was  secured  to  sell,  and  the  plant 
brought  $114,000,  which,  together  with  other  re¬ 
ceipts,  makes  a  total  of  $126,9«2. IH.  Of  this 
$85,051.58  has  been  paid,  leaving  a  balance  of 
$41,9:10.60.  'rile  receiver  asks  $3,0(K)  for  his  serv¬ 
ices,  and  $:i,000  for  'I'homas  Carroll  as  attornej'. 
'I'he  claims  filed,  which  were  not  secured  or  pre¬ 
ferred,  total  $6:1,262.18,  which  means,  if  the  af¬ 
fairs  can  now  be  settled  up,  a  little  better  than 
sixty  cents  on  the  dollar  to  the  remaining  cred¬ 
itors.  'I'he  receiver  asks  to  be  permitted  to  dis¬ 
burse  this  amount.  Judge  Huston  in  the  superior 
court  during  the  day  signed  an  order  permitting 
J.  M.  Waiter  to  sue  the  receiver  on  a  claim  of 
$5,000,  which  was  disallowed  by  the  receiver. 
'I'he  receiver  is  further  ordered  not  to  pay  out 
any  moneys  belonging  to  the  estate  now  in  his 
hands. 

'I'he  people  of  the  vicinity  of  Merrill’s  ford, 
near  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  are  mining  coal  out  of 
the  bottom  of  the  river.  They  are  not  getting  a 
chunk  now  and  then  but  are  hauling  tons  and 
tons  of  it  away  each  day.  So  far  as  is  known 
b'ort  Dodge  is  the  only  town  in  the  state  where 
miners  may  dress  in  bathing  suits  and  load  coal 
into  boats  instead  of  into  cars.  While  this  is  not 
the  way  they  actually  get  the  coal  out,  it  would  be 
possible  for  them  to  do  this.  As  a  matter  of  fact 

thev  drive  their  teams  out  in  the  stream  and 

haul  out  great  chunks  to  the  shore  where  they 
are  broken  up  and  loaded  into  wagons  to  be 
hauled  to  the  farm  homes  or  brought  to  town  and 
sold.  The  coal  is  of  good  quality  and  crops  out 
in  the  river  bed,  where  the  people  pry  up  chunks 
with  crowbars  that  weigh  from  two  hundred  to 
seven  hundred  pounds  and  putting  a  chain  about 
them  fasten  them  to  the  rear  of  the  wagon  and 
drive  ashore.  It  is  no  trick  at  all  to  get  a  load 

in  an  hour  or  so.  'I'he  discovery  of  the  coal  was 

made  about  five  or  six  years  ago,  and  at  that 
tu.;c  a  considerable  amount  of  it  was  taken  out. 
Ifvcr}'  season  since  that  time  when  the  water  has 
heen  low  enough  the  people  who  were  wise  to  the 
situation  have  taken  advantage  of  it.  But  the 
past  three  years  the  river  has  remained  so  high 
the  most  of  the  time  there  has  been  little  chance 
to  get  at  it.  For  the  past  week  the  river  has 
been  away  down  and  the  work  in  the  river  bed 
has  been  carried  on  e.xtensively.  For  a  time  there 
has  not  been  an  hour  in  the  day  but  there  were 
teanis  and  drivers  at  work  there.  The  question 
as  to  whom  the  coal  belongs  is  one  that  has  so 
far  not  bothered  anyone.  It  is  probable  it  be¬ 
longs  to  the  state,  but  as  long  as  the  state  don’t 
say  a  word,  the  farmers  and  others  will  appropri¬ 
ate  it  to  their  own  use.  It  is  probable  that  there 
will  be  no  protest  and  that  the  digging  each  year 
will  be  continued  as  it  is  now. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^(otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Low  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  with 
$25,000  capital  stock  at  Fairmont,  W.  'Va. 

'I'he  Three  Forks  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $150,000.  The  representative  of  the 
company  is  E.  Crew. 

Application  for  a  charter  for  the  Girard  Mam¬ 
moth  Coal  Co.  will  be  made  on  September  first. 
'I'liis  is  a  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  corporation,  the  in¬ 
corporators  being  the  James  brothers,  David  R., 
John  R,,  Benj.  F.,  and  William  J.,  the  well- 
known  and  successful  operators  of  the  Cambridge 
colliery  in  Shenandoah,  Dr.  J.  Pierce  Roberts, 
Timothy  Cockill  and  Henry  K.  Christ.  'I'he  two 
latter  are  well-known  Mahanoy  City  men,  Mr. 
Cockill  being  interested  in  southern  soft  coal 
mines  and  Mr.  Christ  a  breaker  builder  of  es¬ 
tablished  reputation.  'I'he  management  of  the  col¬ 
liery  will  be.  as  at  the  Cambridge,  in  the  hands  of 
the  James  brothers  who  have  proved  their  com- 
Iietence  for  the  work  by  their  success  here. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

J.  H.  IMcPherson  has  been  appointed  auditor 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  vice  Samuel  Gayley, 
resigned. 

'I'he  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  has  sold  all  its 
coal  product  up  to  date,  a  remarkable  fact  in  the 
dull  summer  season. 

The  .American  Coal  Co.,  of  New  York  city, 
has  declared  its  regular  semi-annual  dividend  of 


five  per  cent,  payable  September  first.  The  books 
closed  on  August  twenty-second  and  will  reopen 
September  third. 

.'\fter  being  on  strike  since  last  April,  the 
miners  at  the  Beech  Grove  mines.  Mason  City, 
\\'.  Va.,  returned  to  work  at  the  old  scale. 

Reports  from  the  anthracite  region  seem  to 
bear  out  the  finding  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  that 
weekly  earnings  have  outstripped  the  advance  in 
food  prices.  'I'he  miners  are  making  nearly  full 
time  and  saving  money.  .^11  classes  of  workmen 
are  living  well. 

'I'he  production  of  coke  for  July  was  1,164,690 
tons  and  the  estimated  shipments  were  1,160,457 
tons,  by  far  the  greatest  output  of  coke  for  a 
mid-summer  month  in  the  Connellsville  region. 
'I'he  July  shipments  from  the  lower  Connellsville 
region  are  estimated  at  435,918  tons. 

'I'he  Penn-Garrett  Coal  Co.,  of  near  Friends- 
ville,  Garrett  county,  Md.,  has  awarded  a  contract 
for  the  erection  of  twenty-six  miners’  dwellings 
at  its  mines,  near  Kendall.  The  company  will 
work  the  six-foot  vein  of  coal  recently  discovered 
in  that  section,  and  the  railroad  company  is  now 
putting  in  a  siding  for  its  use. 

United  States  Labor  Committioner  Charles  P. 
Neill  has  notified  the  anthracite  mine  operators 
and  the  officials  of  the  United  Mine  Workers’ 
organization  that  the  rate  of  wages  of  employes 
in  the  anthracite  field  for  August,  based  on  the 
average  selling  price  of  coal  at  $2.63  per  ton,  is 
two  per  cent  above  the  basis.  This  is  one  per 
cent  higher  than  the  wages  paid  in  July. 

Five  hundred  acres  of  coal  in  German  town¬ 
ship,  near  Connellsville,  Pa.,  belonging  to  the 
Asbury  Struble  heirs,  has  been  sold  to  the  H.  C. 
Frick  Coke  Co.  at  $900  per  acre.  The  deal  was 
made  through  C.  J.  McCormick,  who  is  acting 
as  a  committee  for  one  of  the  heirs.  John  Lynch 
represented  the  purchasing  company.  This  coal 
adjoins  coal  owned  by  the  Frick  Co.  and  is  a 
valuable  addition  to  their  field. 

.\bout  eighteen  thousand  acres  of  new  coal 
territory  is  to  be  opened  up  in  the  vicinity  of 
.Argentine  and  Eau  Claire,  Pa.,  by  an  extension 
of  the  Hilliard  branch  of  the  Bessemer  railroad. 
It  is  expected  that  the  new  road  will  be  completed 
within  the  next  five  months,  as  the  survey  has 
already  been  made.  The  work  of  grading  will  be 
commenced  at  once.  When  completed  the  line 
will  prove  a  profitable  feeder  to  the  Bes.semer. 

The  new  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
washery  at  the  National  breaker,  Scranton,  Pa., 
has  been  completed  and  has  been  put  in  commis¬ 
sion  temporarily,  preparing  the  fuel  necessary 
to  keep  steam  up  at  the  colliery.  The  new 
structure  adjoins  the  breaker.  Everything  is  in 
fine  working  order,  but  the  new  plant  is  not  e.x- 
pected  to  be  fully  commissioned  before  the  middle 
of  next  month.  The  plant  has  a  capacity  of  si.x 
hundred  tons  daily. 

Notice  has  been  issued  by  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  Railway  Co.  that  after  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  there  will  be  held  a  special  meeting  in  Roan¬ 
oke,  Va.,  on  October  eleventh,  to  authorize  an 
increase  of  common  stock  of  $34,000,000,  increas¬ 
ing  the  capital  from  $66,000,000  to  $100,000,000, 
and  to  vote  on  a  proposal  to  issue  convertible 
bonds  of  the  company  not  to  exceed  $34,000,000, 
the  bonds  to  be  convertible  into  common  stock 
and  to  contain  such  provisions  as  may  be  author¬ 
ized  by  the  board  of  directors. 

.A  successful  test  of  a  patent  safety  device  for 
mine  cages  and  elevators  was  made  last  week 
at  shaft  No.  1  of  the  Pittsbur.g  Coal  Co.’s  mines, 
at  Cooley  station.  Pa.,  on  the  Castle  Shannon 
railroad.  The  device  was  invented  by  John  Tay¬ 
lor,  James  McMillan  and  T.  C.  B.  Milbery,  of 
Castle  Shannon.  When  the  cage  had  heen  raised 
about  si.x  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  ground 
Mr.  Milberry.  who  was  on  top.  cut  the  cable. 
The  cage  dropped  about  three  inches.  The  in¬ 
ventors  liave  secured  a  patent  on  the  device  and  it 
is  now  ready  for  the  market. 

Wade  H.  Echard  bought  the  William  Speer 
Kyle  farm  in  Georges  township,  near  L'niontown, 
Pa.,  about  six  weeks  ago  and  has  just  sold  it  to 
the  Whyel  Coke  Co.  at  a  handsome  profit,  the 
consideration,  however,  not  having  yet  been  made 
public.  .About  twenty  acres  of  the  land  is  under¬ 
laid  with  Connellsville  coking  coal  and  it  will 
be  coked  by  the  company  at  an  early  date.  This 
company  owns  coke  ovens  not  far  from  this  land 
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and  has  been  operating  them  for  some  time.  This 
new  tract  is  about  the  last  Georges  township 
coal  left,  all  other  having  been  taken  up. 

Coal  loading  in  the  New  River  field  of  West 
Virginia  for  July  amounted  to  37^,535  tons.  As 
compared  with  the  output  of  June,  this  aggre¬ 
gate  is  about  130,000  tons  less,  caused  by  a  cessa¬ 
tion  of  work  at  the  mines  during  the  first  week 
of  the  month,  while  tidewater  shipments  have 
been  curtailed  because  of  an  embargo  at  Newport 
News,  Va.  The  total  tidewater  shipments  aggre¬ 
gated  4,386  cars  and  inland  shipments  1,939  cars. 
Coke  shipments  were  as  follows :  From  Beech- 
wood,  3  cars;  Stone  Cliff,  9;  Macdonald,  12; 
Turkey  Knob,  14;  Sun,  7;  Collins,  19;  Fire  Creek, 
25;  Ansted,  131;  Rush  Run,  40;  Brooklyn,  17; 
Kaymoor,  84. 

A  syndicate  of  New  York  capitalists  has  made 
an  offer  of  $500,000  for  a  tract  of  coal  land  of 
ten  thousand  acres  in  Summers  county,  lying 
along  the  New  river  between  Hinton  and  Thur¬ 
mond,  W.  Va.  The  option  on  the  tract,  which 
contains  rich  deposits  of  coal,  is  controlled  by  the 
firm  of  Faulkner,  Douglas,  McCreary  &  Smith, 
of  Huntington  and  Bluefield,  W.  Va.  The  firm 
refused  to  give  out  the  names  of  the  persons 
making  the  offer,  but  stated  that  the  deal  was 
practically  closed  and  that  the  money  would  be 
paid  over  next  week.  This  is  the  last  of  the  big 
coal  tracts  for  sale  in  West  Virginia,  and  is  the 
largest  sale  of  the  kind  recorded  in  years. 

Judge  R.  W.  Archbald,  in  the  United  States 
district  court,  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  handed  down 
an  opinion  in  the  case  of  Samuel  Mather  et  al. 
against  Barnes,  Keighley  &  Greer,  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  to  recover  $139,000,  the  purchase  money  paid 
by  the  plaintiffs  on  six  thousand  acres  of  coal 
land  on  the  Cheat  river,  near  Masontown,  W.  Va. 
In  their  bill  of  claim  the  plaintiffs  allege  that  in 
the  spring  of  1902  they  purchased  the  property 
from  the  defendants  with  the  expectation  of 
erecting  thereon  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
coke  to  supply  their  manufactories  in  Cleveland 
and  Youngstown,  Ohio.  They  allege  that  the  de¬ 
fendants  represented  that  the  six  thousand  acres 
were  entirely  underlaid  with  a  continuous  vein 
of  upper  Freeport  coal,  while  in  fact  only  one- 


third  of  the  property  was  underlaid  with  that 
coal,  and  it  was  not  continuous  but  badly  broken. 
In  his  opinion.  Judge  Archijald  orders  the  pur¬ 
chase  money  in  full  to  be  paid  back  to  them. 

Valuable  coal  properties  in  the  city  of  Pittston, 
Pa.,  have  been  leased  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  according  to  the  terms  of  a  lease  filed  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  by  Lillian  Knapp 
Babcock.  The  land  is  located  on  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  from  iMain  street  to  the  canal  bridge  and 
along  the  road  to  the  Pennsylvania  canal.  It 
is  stipulated  that  the  lessee  shall  pay  to  the 
lessors  a  royalty  of  forty  cents  per  ton  for  all 
coal  that  will  pass  over  a  screen  of  three-fourths 
of  an  inch  square ;  twenty  cents  for  pea  coal  and 
ten  cents  for  coal  that  will  pass  through  a  screen 
of  one-half  inch  square  mesh  and  over  one-fourth 
inch  square  mesh.  The  royalties  must  be  paid 
monthly. 

According  to  a  lease  filed  in  the  recorder’s 
office  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  W.  R.  McTurk,  of 
Philadelphia,  is  to  come  in  possession  of  certain 
coal  lands  owned  by  the  Black  Creek  Lumber  Co., 
located  in  Black  Creek  and  Sugar  Loaf  town- 
shins.  The  conditions  of  the  lease  are  that  Mr. 
McTurk  is  to  mine  the  coal  and  pay  the  Black 
Creek  Co.  royalties.  According  to  the  terms, 
thirty-five  cents  per  ton  is  to  be  paid  for  coal 
larger  than  pea ;  twenty  cents  per  ton  for  coal 
smaller  than  pea ;  ten  cents  per  ton  for  buck¬ 
wheat  and  five  cents  per  ton  for  coal  smaller  than 
buckwheat.  The  tract  of  land  covers  1,600  acres 
and  part  of  it  is  to  be  used  for  a  railroad  and  the 
erection  of  buildings,  etc. 

Extensive  improvements  have  been  made  at  the 
No.  6  collierv,  owned  by  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  near  Pittston,  Pa.  A  recently  installed  ar¬ 
rangement,  new  to  the  coal  business,  is  a  patent 
steam  car  tip,  located  at  the  top  of  the  breaker. 
As  the  loaded  mine  cars  reach  the  breaker  they 
are  caught  in  the  tip  and  the  coal  is  dumped  by 
means  of  a  lever.  By  means  of  this  patent  one 
man  can  handle  180  cars  in  an  hour,  or  about 
1,400  in  a  day.  One  of  the  best  combination  re¬ 
pair,  machine  and  blacksmith  shops  on  the  sys¬ 
tem  is  at  No.  6.  It  is  located  in  a  new  brick 
building,  one  hundred  by  forty-six  feet.  A  new 


brick  shanty,  with  shower  baths,  has  been  built 
for  the  comfort  of  the  colliery  firemen.  A  new 
mule  barn,  with  concrete  floors,  has  also  been 
built. 

The  PennsN  Ivania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal 
Co.  has  issued  $f, 200,000  five  per  cent  serial  gold 
bonds,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  immediate  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  property  of  the  company.  A 
prospectus  shows  that  the  capitalization  of  the 
new  bituminous  cor[)oration  consists  of  $3,000,000 
live  per  cent  sinking  fund  bonds,  of  which  $1,200,- 
000  have  been  issued,  leaving  $1,800,0(K)  in  the 
treasury  of  the  company.  Of  the  common  stock 
of  $5,000,000  $1,200,000  has  been  issued,  leaving 
$3,800,000  remaining  in  the  treasury.  The  net 
earnings  above  operations  of  the  controlled  com¬ 
panies,  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  and  the  Beech 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke,  for  the  last  four  years  are 
$3,796,040,  or  an  average  of  $949,010  per  annum. 
Fixed  charges  on  $14,676,500  outstanding  bonds 
are  $718,537,  which,  less  the  interest  on  $1,200,000 
Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Co. 
gold  fives,  leaves  a  net  surplus  for  the  year  of 
$170,472. 

The  work  of  erection  of  the  new  No.  9  breaker 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
is  being  rushed  along  rapidly  by  the  contractors, 
Wheeler  &  Riley.  The  new  structure,  consisting 
of  a  washery  and  breaker,  will  be  the  largest  in 
the  Wyoming  valley.  The  capacity  will  be  about 
seven  thousand  tons  daily.  It  will  take  the  place 
of  Nos.  8,  9  and  10  breakers.  Wheeler  &  Riley 
have  had  a  wide  experience  in  building  breakers, 
having  erected  the  Butler  and  the  Hillman  at 
Wilkesbarre,  and  others  in  this  section.  The  new 
No.  9  breaker  will  be  fitted  up  with  the  latest  and 
most  modern  machinery.  Part  of  it  will  be  run 
by  electricity.  The  breaker  is  120  by  136  feet,  and 
170  feet  high,  and  the  washery  is  93  by  136  feet. 
There  will  be  four  loading  tracks  for  box  and  flat 
cars.  The  coal  will  be  delivered  from  the  three 
collieries  by  means  of  conveyors  similar  to  those 
which  convey  the  coal  to  No.  3  4  breaker.  The 
small  mine  cars  from  the  respective  colleries  will 
dump  the  coal  into  the  conveyor  pockets  and  from 
there  it  will  be  carried  to  the  breaker.  The  con¬ 
veyor  line  will  be  about  150  feet  long.  The  in¬ 
terior  of  the  breaker  will  be  fitted  up  with  the 
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latest  screens,  shakers  and  jigs.  Patent 
slate  i)ickers  will  he  used  to  clean  the 
coal,  thus  doing  away  with  many  hoys, 
as  only  a  small  nnmher  will  be  needed. 
The  contractors  exjjcct  to  have  the  work 
completed  by  ne.xt  spring,  or  possibly 
sooner,  if  they  can  secure  a  larger  force 
of  workmen.  They  have  now  about  forty 
men  at  work  and  arc  advertising  for 
fifty  more.  Mr.  Riley  is  looking  after 
the  work  of  the  new  breaker  and  the 
other  repair  work  about  this  section. 

Canal  boating  is  not  a  thing  of  the 
past.  According  to  the  Mauch  Chuuk 
Times  not  in  years  has  boating  on  the 
Lehigh  canal  been  so  active  as  this 
year  and  something  like  the  palmy  days 
of  the  canal  is  being  approached.  Strings 
of  canal  boats  i)ass  up  and  down  tbc 
canal  constantly.  Cood  time  is  made, 
nearly  all  the  boatmen  having  new  fresh 
mule  teams.  'I'hat  the  Lehigh  Coal  & 
Navigation  Co.  intends  even  more  active 
resumption  of  traffic  on  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  water  routes  from  the  mines  to 
tidewater  is  believed  by  many  and  a  ru¬ 
mor  has  been  in  circulation  to  the  effect 
that  a  large  number  of  new  boats  have 
been  ordered  for  use  on  the  canal  from 
a  Philadelphia  shipbuilding  firm.  In  the 
yards  at  Weissport,  many  old  boats 
havT'  been  repaired  and  have  been  sent 
out  with  crews.  A  canal  boat  takes  to 
tidewater  about  one  hundred  tons  of 
coa].  At  sixty  cents  per  ton  freight 
the  boatmen  make  sixty  dollars  a  trip. 
To  increase  their  revenues  efforts  are 
being  made  to  secure  hauls  on  the  re¬ 
turn  trijjs  and  a  considerable  quantity 
of  zinc  ore  is  being  brought  from  the 
Philadelphia  wharves  to  the  New  Jersey 
zinc  works  at  Hazard.  The  failure  and 
almost  impossibility  to  secure  return 
loads  has  been  one  of  the  objections 


to  the  introduction  of  gasoline  engines 
to  projiel  canal  boats.  W'hile  the  en¬ 
gines  wouhl  operate  fairly  well  with  a 
loaded  boat  and  the  swells  might  be 
reduced  sufficiently  to  prevent  damage 
to  the  canal  banks,  an  unloaded  boat, 
with  its  great  quantity  of  exposed  sur¬ 
face,  would  be  a  toy  for  stiff  winds. 
With  mule  power,  the  tow-line  keeps  a 
check  on  the  boat  that  would  be  lacking 
with  an  engine. 


Southern  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

A  charter  has  been  filed  at  Austin  for 
the  Cookville  (Texas)  Coal  &  Lumber 
Co.,  capitalized  at  $10(),00(),  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  mining  lignite  and  sawing  hard¬ 
woods  in  Titus  county.  The  deposit  of 
lignite  which  has  lately  been  discovered 
is  said  to  be  about  eight  feet  in  thick¬ 
ness  and  of  good  quality.  The  timber 
to  be  sawed  consists  of  white,  red  and 
post  oak,  etc.  Among  the  incorporators 
of  the  company  are  Messrs.  D.  A.  Cook, 
A.  K.  Bledsoe  and  Frank  Rose,  of  Cook¬ 
ville,  C.  W.  Coker,  of  Mount  Pleasant, 
and  R.  R.  Cook,  of  Texarkana. 

A  new  coal  company  which  has  re¬ 
cently  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $250,000  for  the  purpose  of  op¬ 
erating  in  Tennessee  is  the  Wilson  Coal 
Co.,  which  has  leased  the  Renfro  mines, 
two  miles  east  of  Crab  Orchard,  and 
will  begin  operations  in  a  few  days.  It 
is  stated  that  this  property  is  valuable, 
and,  with  favorable  conditions,  develop¬ 
ment  work  will  be  actively  pushed.  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  company  are:  Messrs.  Lu¬ 
cius  P.  Wilson,  of  New  York  city,  presi¬ 


dent;  John  A.  Shellito,  Crossville,  Tenn., 
vice-president ;  Fred  Lucy,  Boston, 
Mass,,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Charles 
F.  Keyes,  Cross.ville,  Tenn.,  general  man¬ 
ager.  Messrs.  George  Lucy  and  Fred 
McKenzie,  of  Boston,  are  general  coun¬ 
sel. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  bulk  of  Tennessee’s  native  wealth 
is  said  to  be  in  the  Cumberland  Moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  Southern,  as  well  as  the 
Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis, 
seems  determined  to  take  part  in  its 
develo'unent. 

'I  he  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  the 
Virginia  &  Southwestern  railroads  are 
engaged  in  a  spirited  contest  over  the  se¬ 
curing  of  the  rights  of  way  into  the  rich 
coal  mining  region  of  Lee  county,  Va., 
where  new  coal  mines  are  being  opened, 
h'or  weeks  the  Virginia  &  Southwestern 
Co.  has  been  busy  building  an  extension 
at  an  estimated  cost  of  a  million  dollars. 
Realizing  the  prospects  of  its  securing 
important  advantages  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  Co.  has  hurried  a  swarm  of 
locating  engineers  into  the  same  terri¬ 
tory  and  a  hot  contest  is  on. 

By  an  order  from  headquarters  the 
auditing  department  of  the  coal  bureau 
of  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  has 
been  combined  with  the  auditing  depart¬ 
ment  in  charge  of  agents  in  Kansas  and 
the  new  office  of  auditor  in  Kansas  has 
been  created.  C.  E.  Spooner,  who  has 
been  auditor  for  the  coal  bureau,  has 
been  appointed  general  auditor  for  Kan¬ 
sas.  E.  H.  Farley,  who  has  been  auditor, 
will  become  traveling  accountant,  with 
headquarters  at  Parsons.  This  change 
has  been  made  necessary  by  the  new 


bill  which  prohibits  a  railway  company 
from  owning  or  operating  coal  mines 
from  which  coal  is  sold  to  the  public. 
1  he  coal  department  will  be  much  sim¬ 
plified  and  can  be  handled  through  the 
other  auditing  department.  The  reor¬ 
ganization  of  the  method  of  handling 
coal  will  also  necessitate  other  changes 
in  various  departments.  These  have  not 
yet  been  announced. 

It  is  said  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
Southern  railway  to  establish  a  new 
alignment  for  its  road  from  Lebanon  to 
Harriman,  Tenn.,  that  in  many  places 
will  entirely  change  the  roadway.  Grades 
are  too  high  and  curvatures  too  great  at 
many  points,  and  partial  surveys  made, 
if  followed,  will  effect  a  saving  of  fifteen 
mil<5^  in  distance.  The  plans  of  the 
company,  it  is  said,  are  to  build  a  line 
from  Crossville  southeast,  through  the 
Laurel  river  country,  and  to  the  Queen 
&  Crescent  line,  nearly  half  way  between 
Harrirnan  and  Chattanooga.  When  this 
work  is  begun  another  line  will  start 
from  some  point  near  Crossville,  proba¬ 
bly  Johnson  street,  through  Jamestown, 
and  the  Queen  &  Crescent  route  above 
Harriman.  This  will  give  the  Southern 
a  route  sixty  miles  shorter  than  at  pres¬ 
ent  from  Nashville  to  Cincinnati  and 
Louisville  on  the  north  and  to  Chatta- 
nooga  on  the  south.  Besides  a  shorter 
route,  the  Southern  will  also  reach  what 
has  been  termed  the  richest  coal  field  in 
Tennessee,  which  is  now  undeveloped. 
1  he  railroad  company  is  now,  it  is 
stated,  waiting  to  learn  what  the  owners 
of  these  coal  lands  purpose  to  do  before 
beginning  active  operations.  These  men 
men  are  anxious  for  certain  e.xtcnsions 
to  be  built,  but  nothing  will  be  done 
until  proper  assurances  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  them. 
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General  Review 

During  the  month  of  August  the  conditions  ruling  in  the  coal 
trade,  as  regards  supply,  demand  and  prices,  have  on  the  whole  been 
normal  to  the  dullest  month  in  the  year,  the  only  exceptional  feature 
of  general  interest  being  the  unprecedented  early  opening  of  the 
season  of  car  scarcity. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade,  the  early  strength  of  the  market 
which  had  declined  to  quietness  by  the  first  of  August,  has  continued 
on  the  down  grade  during  the  month  to  a  state  of  virtual  stagnation. 
The  last  few  days  of  the  month  have  developed  an  awakening  of 
interest,  attributed  to  a  desire  to  take  advantage  of  the  last  discount 
from  the  full  circular  prices,  but  it  is  hardly  expected  that  this  will 
be  more  than  temporary,  the  full  fall  awakening  of  the  anthracite 
trade  not  being  due  for  some  weeks  yet.  These  conditions  were  not 
unexpected,  it  having  been  predicted  in  our  last  monthly  review, 
upon  the  judgment  of  competent  judges,  that  the  tonnage  already  at 
that  time  taken  at  distributing  and  consuming  points  east  of  the 
mines  was  in  the  aggregate  sufficiently  large  to  justify  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  a  quiet,  and  even  dull,  market  there  until  well  into  September. 

Considering  the  conditions  which  have  prevailed,  the  absorption 
of  anthracite  produced  at  the  mines  has  been  very  satisfactory,  only 
small  quantities  having  to  go  into  storage,  and  yet  the  mines  being 
able  to  operate  continuously.  Ordinarily  the  stringency  in  car  sup¬ 
ply  for  eastern  anthracite  trade  does  not  make  itself  felt  before  the 
last  of  September  or  early  October,  but  complaints  of  this  nature 
have  been  sufficiently  numerous  during  the  latter  part  of  August  to 
indicate  that  serious  trouble  has  only  been  averted  by  the  fact  of  a 
light  demand,  and  that  when  the  market  strengthens  it  will  suffer 
from  this  cause  from  the  very  start. 

The  anthracite  business  at  Buffalo  and  other  interior  points  to 
the  westward  from  the  mines,  but  in  the  eastern  states,  has  held  up 
to  a  much  more  uniform  standard  than  on  the  seaboard.  As  indica¬ 
tive  of  the  steadiness  of  shipments  to  these  centers,  it  may  be  noted 
that  the  total  coal  tonnage  shipped  from  Buffalo  by  the  way  of  the 
lakes  for  the  last  week  in  July  and  the  last  week  in  August  show  a 
difference  of  only  877  tons.  During  the  intervening  weeks,  however, 
the  shipments  ran  considerably  higher  than  at  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  month.  The  vessel  supply  from  Buffalo  is  now  just  about 
equal  to  the  demand,  but  shippers  have  been  hampered  of  late  by  an 
increased  car  shortage,  which  is  growing  worse  each  day. 

Further  south,  the  autumn  revival  of  trade  has  begun  somewhat 
earlier,  reports  from  Baltimore  and  other  cities  indicating  that  con¬ 
sumers  as  well  as  retailers  are  awakening  to  a  sense  of  the  nearness 
of  cold  weather.  The  large  ocean  shipments,  which  have  been  a 
feature  of  the  Baltimore  business  throughout  the  summer,  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  hold  up  well,  one  company  loading  over  twenty  thousand 
tons  during  the  past  week. 

August  Sales  of  Anthracite  Light  in  West. 

The  western  anthracite  market  has  been  a  decided  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  western  sales  agents.  Reasoning  from  the  experiences  of  the 
past,  they  fully  expected  a  dull  Jul}^  but  looked  confidently  for  a 
revival  of  business  not  later  than  the  middle  of  August,  and  expected 
that  September  first  would  find  them  almost  swamped  with  autumn 
business.  Instead,  the  stagnation  of  mid-summer  has  continued 
throughout  August,  making  the  record  of  sales  for  the  month  without 
parallel,  at  least  for  many  years.  Even  the  last  week,  when  the 
pending  withdrawal  of  the  last  discount  from  circular  might  have 
been  expected  to  cause  at  least  a  flurry  of  new  business,  only  one 
or  two  of  the  big  anthracite  companies  represented  in  Chicago  have 
reported  any  material  awakening  of  interest.  Tlirough-rate  territory 
alone  has  been  continuous  in  its  buying.  Otherwise  very  little  anthra¬ 
cite  has  gone  into  the  coal  pockets  of  the  western  retailers.  In  some 
sections  this  is  attributed  to  an  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  retail  coal 
trade,  from  which  they  will  suffer  when  the  rush  of  business  begins. 
Rut  in  other  sections  it  is  believed  that  retailers  are  well  stocked  up 
and  that  the  difficulty  has  been  with  consumers  who  have  not  laid 
in  winter  supplies  as  early  as  in  the  past.  This  means  that  where, 
by  distribution  of  local  patronage  over  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
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retailers  have  previously  been  able  to  fill  and  empty  their  coal  pockets 
two  or  three  times,  they  have  been  able  this  year  to  fill  them  hut 
once,  with  the  certain  result  tliat  when  the  general  awakening  of  trade 
begins  these  local  supplies  will  be  quickly  exhausted  and  great  dilli- 
culty  will  be  experienced  in  restocking  quickly. 

'Fhe  Chicago  docks,  which  by  September  first  are  usually  stocked, 
this  year  have  at  the  present  time  a  comparatively  small  stock  laid  in. 
Similar  conditions  -prevail  at  all  the  upper  lake  ports,  justifying  a 
forecast  of  slow  and  uncertain  deliveries  during  tlie  winter,  if  not 
of  famine  and  higher  prices.  Full  notice  of  these  conditions  has 
reached  the  trade  in  the  nortliwest,  but  there  is  a  noticeai)le  inclina¬ 
tion  to  scoff  at  the  reports  in  the  belief  that  they  are  promulgated 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  trade  at  the  present  time.  The 
future  will  prove  whether  this  scoffing  is  justified. 

Improvement  in  Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade. 

August  opened  with  the  seaboard  bituminous  trade  in  a  lifeless 
condition.  This  continued  until  the  middle  of  tlie  month.  At  that 
time  some  signs  of  improvement  appeared,  orders  becoming  more 
plentiful  and  the  trend  of  inquiries  being  such  as  to  indicate  that  a 
gradual  increase  of  business  might  be  expected.  This  expectation  has 
been  in  a  measure  realized,  the  market  readily  absorbing  the  output 
from  the  mines,  with  the  exception  of  some  speculative  shipments 
which  have  suffered  the  usual  fate  of  such  experiments  during  the 
dull  season,  that  is,  they  have  gone  to  demurrage  and  been  sacrificed. 
The  favorable  conditions  just  outlined  would,  however,  scarcely  have 
prevailed  had  it  not  been  for  a  careful  adjustment  of  production  to 
demand,  further  helped  by  the  scarcity  of  cars  on  some  railroads. 

Ohio,  West  Virginia  and  Pittsburg  operators  could  not  have 
asked  for  better  market  conditions  than  have  prevailed  during  August. 
The  consumption  of  coal  by  all  local  industries  has  been  at  high- 
pressure  mark,  with  prices  holding  firm  during  the  earlier  part  of 
the  month  and  advancing  during  the  last  fortnight,  klany  of  the 
mines  are  completely  sold  up,  and  practically  all  are  overrun  with 
orders.  The  coke  trade  is  having  its  full  share  in  this  era  of  pros¬ 
perity,  with  prices  at  an  unusually  high  level. 

The  persistent  cry  throughout  the  month  from  this  territory 
has  been  for  more  labor.  The  supply  has  been  utterly  inadequate  to 
operate  the  mines  and  ovens  uj)  to  full  capacity  at  a  time  when  full 
capacity  was  none  too  large  for  a  great  and  sustained  demand.  Every 
possible  means  has  been  adopted  to  attract  miners  and  other  laborers 
to  these  fields,  heavy  bonuses  being  offered  in  the  way  of  free  trans¬ 
portation  and  other  inducements,  but  with  comparatively  small  suc¬ 
cess.  Mines  and  ovens  situated  on  roads  where  the  car  shortage  is 
worst  have  suffered  most  severely,  in  many  cases  losing  even  the 
miners  that  they  had  because  of  inability  to  operate  on  full  time. 

Cincinnati  has  shared  in  fair  measure  the  prosperity  prevalent 
on  the  head  waters  of  the  Ohio.  With  this  market  in  fair  condition 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  there  has  been  a  constant  upward 
tendency,  the  month  closing  with  the  demand  sufficiently  in  advance 
of  supply  to  make  wholesalers  appreciably  indifferent  as  to  the  secur¬ 
ing  of  additional  orders  for  shipment  in  the  near  future.  This  com¬ 
fortable  position  has  had  a  marked  effect  upon  prices,  an  advance 
in  which  is  announced  for  September. 

The  opening  of  August  was  marked  by  a  change  from  the  state 
of  demoralization  which  had  previously  prevailed  in  the  western 
anthracite  market  to  those  conditions  which  formerly  characterized 
a  dull  summer  market.  There  was  a  comparatively  sliglit,  though 
appreciable,  increase  in  demand  and  a  strengthening  of  jirices,  due  to 
a  material  reduction  in  the  amount  of  coal  available  at  sacrifice  prices 
to  escape  demurrage,  .\fter  the  first  improvement  as  above  noted,  no 
material  change  took  place  in  the  conditions  of  tbe  western  market, 
it  just  about  holding  its  own  throughout  the  month.  Sejitember  opens 
with  current  quotations  still  below  circular  prices,  but  gradually 
narrowing  the  margin  of  discount.  This  improvement,  taken  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  general  refusal  In'  most  operators  to  enter  into 
further  contracts,  is  a  sign  that  from  tliis  time  forward  rcasonai)ly 
satisfactory  conditions  may  be  expected. 
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The  moiitli  now  closing  has  been  one  of  light 
demand  and  low  prices,  but  the  Chicago  market 
has  been  on  a  distinctly  more  satisfactory  basis 
than  during  July.  The  month  opened  with  a  very 
perceptible  increase,  both  in  the  number  of  in- 
(luirics  and  of  sales.  The  condition  thus  estab¬ 
lished  during  the  lirst  week  has,  however,  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  month  without  noteworthy 
further  advance,  prices  and  demand  being  on 
very  much  the  same  level  now  that  they  were 
then.  The  greatest  gain  of  the  month  has  been 
in  the  matter  of  car-service  coal,  which  has  be¬ 
come  almost  a  negligible  quantity.  Small  buyers 
can  almost  any  day  pick  up  a  car  or  two  of  de¬ 
murrage  coal,  but  supplies  can  not  be  purchased 
in  this  way  in  sufficiently  large  volume  to  seri¬ 
ously  affect  market  conditions. 

Screenings  a  Drug  on  the  Market. 

The  greatest  shifting  of  conditions  observed 
during  the  month  is  in  regard  to  screenings. 
Previous  to  the  quickening  of  demand  for  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  the  large  majority  of  mines  were 
producing  on  a  run-of-mine  basis,  the  demand 
for  screenings  was  steady,  and  the  supply  was 
limited.  With  the  approach  of  fall  many  of 
the  large  producers  have  had  sufficient  demand 
for  prepared  sizes,  so  that  they  have  been  get¬ 
ting  these  out  in  large  proportion.  The  result 
is  that  screenings  have  now  become  a  drug  on 
the  market,  so  much  so  that  this  grade  alone  is 
plentiful  at  sacrifice  prices,  coerced  as  an  alterna¬ 
tive  to  payment  for  car  service.  In  some  ex¬ 
treme  cases  this  week  Springfield  screenings  have 
sold  in  Chicago  for  one  dollar  even,  which  is 
equivalent  to  twenty-five  cents  at  the  mines. 

Trade  in  Chicago  and  in  the  territory  immedi¬ 
ately  adjacent  is  not  showing  the  same  activity 
which  is  to  be  noted  in  the  central  west  gener¬ 
ally,  retailers  and  consumers  not  feeling  the  same 
necessity  here  for  early  laying  in  of  stocks  that 
is  felt  at  more  remote  points  which  are  more 
subject  to  delays  in  transportation. 

On  the  whole,  when  the  extreme  demoraliza¬ 
tion  of  last  summer  is  taken  into  account,  it  may 
be  said  that  September  opened  with  conditions 
in  the  western  bituminous  market  fully  as  good 
as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected.  The 
coal  trade  has  recovered  its  equilibrium  suf¬ 
ficiently  to  warrant  the  expectation  of  satisfac¬ 
tory  progress,  both  in  demand  and  in  a  scale  of 
prices  which  will  be  profitable  and  recoup  dealers 
for  the  losses  sustained  during  the  period  of  de¬ 
pression. 

Cars  Becoming  Very  Scarce. 

There  is,  however,  one  threatening  cloud  which 
is  a  sure  forerunner  of  serious  trouble  during 
the  next  few  months.  While  as  yet  by  no  means 
as  bad  as  it  may  be  later,  the  car  supply  at  the 
present  time  is  plenty  bad  enough.  One  promi¬ 
nent  Springfield  operator  stated  today  that  his 
mines  were  two  weeks  behind  their  orders,  when 
they  would  not  be  more  than  three  days  be¬ 
hind  if  they  could  get  sufficient  cars.  The  ex¬ 
perience  of  this  operator  is  one  which  is  shared 
by  many  others  throughout  both  Illinois  and 
Indiana.  To  undertake  to  name  the  roads  which 
are  unable  to  supply  sufficient  tonnage  trans¬ 
portation  to  mines  located  upon  their  lines 
would  be  to  catalogue  nearly  all  of  the  roads 
handling  the  coal  tonnage  of  the  two  states. 
Every  day  for  some  time  past  we  have  heard  of 
additional  mining  companies  which  have  with¬ 
drawn  their  quotations  for  contract  coal,  almost 
invariably  upon  the  ground  that  they  had  already 
contracted  all  that  they  would  be  able  to  supply 
regularly  in  the  case  of  a  car  famine,  although 


the  total  contracted  was  far  below  their  pro¬ 
ductive  capacity.  At  the  present  rate  of  these 
withdrawals  it  will  soon  be  impossible  for  con¬ 
sumers  to  secure  contract  arrangements. 

The  Anthracite  Trade  for  August. 

The  record  of  the  anthracite  trade  m  the  west 
for  the  month  of  August  has  been  without  paral¬ 
lel,  at  least  for  many  years.  It  has  come  to  be 
expected  that  the  earlier  months  of  the  summer 
will  be  dull  ones,  but  this  trade  usually  shows  a 
decided  revival  of  activity  during  August,  so  that 
by  the  end  of  the  month  the  aggregate  of  sales 
becomes  quite  large.  This  year,  however,  July 
dullness  has  continued  unabated  up  to  the  very 
close  of  August,  making  the  sales  for  the  month 
far  below  normal.  Even  the  last  week,  which 
usually  shows  some  quickening  of  demand  to 
take  advantage  of  the  last  discount  from  cir¬ 
cular  prices,  has  shown  practically  no  change 
from  the  stagnation  prevailing  heretofore. 

In  the  all-rail  trade,  through-rate  territory 
alone  has  shown  any  noticeable  interest  in  mak¬ 
ing  purchases,  this  activity  being  due  to  the  les¬ 
sons  learned  by  experience  in  previous  years, 
which  has  taught  dealers  that  when  the  autumn 
rush  of  business  begins,  with  its  accompanying 
scarcity  of  cars,  their  consignments  which  come 
direct  from  Buffalo  are  subject  to  exasperating 
delays.  The  territory  obtaining  its  supply  by 
way  of  the  lakes  has  been  taking  in  much  larger 
supplies  than  during  July,  but  even  thus,  the 
August  shipments  to  the  docks  also  fall  much 
below  normal  tonnage. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  classes  of  busi¬ 
ness  just  noted,  orders  for  immediate  delivery  of 
anthracite  have  been  scattered  and  from  isolated 
points.  Seeking  for  an  explanation  of  this  un¬ 
usual  backwardness  of  the  market,  the  most  gen¬ 
erally  accepted  reason  seems  to  be  that,  while 
retailers  stocked  their  yards  about  as  usual  at  the 
beginning  of  the  season,  consumers  have  shown 
such  absolute  apathy  in  the  matter  of  laying  in 
winter  supplies  that  retailers  have  been  unable  to 
dispose  of  these  early  supplies.  Consequently 
their  coal  pockets  are  still  full  and  they  are 
unable  to  provide  storage  for  additional  ship¬ 
ments.  While  consumers  are  thus  largely  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  present  state  of  the  market, 
yet  it  is  also  true  that  many  retailers  who  have 
available  storage  capacity  have  not  seen  fit  to 
make  their  usual  August  purchases.  Taking  the 
situation  as  a  whole,  a  far  smaller  proportion  of 
the  winter’s  supply  of  anthracite  has  been  deliv¬ 
ered  to  the  main  distributing  points  than  usual. 
As  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  winter’s 
consumption  will  fall  below  normal,  this  means 
that  the  early  fall  months,  always  the  busiest 
period  in  the  year,  will  be  further  congested  by 
anthracite  shipments  to  supply  this  belated  de¬ 
mand,  thus  contributing  another  to  the  causes 
promising  to  create  a  general  and  serious  car 
famine. 

Market  and  Prices  for  Illinois  Coal. 

Springfield  coal  has  been  in  light  demand  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  and  prices  for  Chicago  delivery  have 
shown  considerable  variation  from  those  prevail¬ 
ing  in  outside  territory,  the  latter  running  from 
ten  to  twenty  cents  higher.  The  only  noticeable 
weakness,  however,  has  been  screenings,  the  rea¬ 
son  already  noted  above.  This  product  has  sold 
in  Chicago  during  the  present  week  at  prices 
ranging  as  follows :  Domestic  lump  $1.15@1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.90@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
run-of-mine,  70@80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.45@ 
1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings,  25@45c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.00@1.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  operators  in  the  Carterville  field  find  an 
appreciable  improvement  in  the  country  trade,  so 
that  the  maxiniums  given  in  the  quotations  be¬ 


low  are  for  the  most  part  obtained  in  this  trade, 
while  the  minimums  have  been  freely  accepted  in 
Chicago.  Prices  for  standard  Carterville  coals 
have  been  as  follows :  Six-inch  lump,  $1.10@ 
1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  No.  1  washed  egg,  $1.55@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.55(§/2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  No.  2  washed 
nut,  $1.05@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05@2.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  3,  washed  nut,  90c(^$1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.90@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
No.  4,  washed  nut,  80c(g.$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.80@2.00  f  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  5,  washed  slack, 
subject  to  the  same  influences  that  have  depressed 
the  price  of  screenings  have  sold  as  low  as  35c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  ranging 
considerably  upward  from  this  price  in  some  sec¬ 
tions. 

Indiana  Prices  Current. 

Indiana  operators  began  to  feel  the  effects  of 
the  car  shortage  somewhat  earlier  than  was  the 
case  in  Illinois  fields  and  the  stringency  there  at 
the  present  time  is  somewhat  greater.  The  mines, 
therefore,  are  running  behind  in  the  filling  of 
their  orders,  giving  the  appearance  of  a  much 
stronger  demand  than  really  exists.  If  the  car 
supply  were  fully  adequate  probably  operators  in 
this  field  would  still  be  compelled  to  restrict  pro¬ 
duction  in  order  to  market  their  product  as 
rapidly  as  loaded.  Prices  quoted  for  the  stand¬ 
ard  products  from  the  leading  veins  in  the  Indi¬ 
ana  field  range  about  as  follows ;  Third  vein 
screenings,  70c@80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.40@ 
1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run  of  mine  85c^95c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
one  and  a  quarter  inch  lump,  $1.05@1.15  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.85@1.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch 
egg,  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05@2.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fourth  vein  screenings,  75c@ 
80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.55@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  run-of-mine,  95c@$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  one  and  a  quarter 
inch  lump,  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.95@ 
2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four  inch  egg,  $1.40@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Fifth  and  sixth  vein  screenings,  75c@80c  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $1.55@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run 
of-mine,  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70@ 
1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  k  one  and  a  quarter  inch 
lump,  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.90@2.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four  inch  egg,  $1.40@1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.20@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  demand  for  Indiana  screenings  at  points 
other  than  Chicago  has  absorbed  most  of  the  out¬ 
put  at  prices  quoted  above.  The  small  surplus 
coming  to  Chicago  has  had  to  meet  prices  pre¬ 
vailing  here. 

Brazil  block  coal  on  which  the  circular  is  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  has  sold 
as  low  as  $1.90  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  but  the  really  prevailing  price  is  some¬ 
what  higher  than  this  minimum. 

Inadequate  Supply  of  Eastern  Bituminous. 

Eastern  bituminous  coals  have  been  in  com¬ 
paratively  light  demand  in  Chicago  during  the 
month  of  August  and  yet  this  demand  has  been 
continually  greater  than  the  readily  available  sup¬ 
ply.  The  close  of  the  month  finds  western  whole¬ 
salers  in  the  leading  descriptions  hard  pressed  to 
meet  the  urgent  demands  of  their  customers. 
For  example,  one  dealer  after  repeatedly  tele¬ 
graphing  regarding  fifty  cars  long  since  ordered, 
was  informed  on  Wednesday  that  no  definite  as¬ 
surance  could  be  given  as  to  when  even  one  car 
could  be  shipped. 

West  Virginia  standard  smokeless  coals  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  obtain,  the  difficulty  arising  both  from 
the  great  scarcitj'  of  labor  and  because  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars  is  inadequate  for  the  pressure  of  lake 
business  and  the  all-rail  trade,  the  former  being 
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given  the  preference.  Prices  current  are :  Run- 
of-mine,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  lump  and  egg,  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  at  these  prices  dealers 
are  able  to  accept  orders  only  without  a  limit  of 
time  as  to  delivery. 

Splint  Coals  Advance  in  Price. 

The  August  circular  price  for  splint  coals  are 
nominally  in  effect,  but  as  it  was  known  that 
they  are  to  advance  on  September  first,  and  as 
the  congestion  of  orders  at  the  mines  is  too 
great  to  attempt  making  of  shipments  this  month 
on  orders  received  during  the  last  few  days  of 
the  month,  most  of  the  western  agents  have  de¬ 
clined  to  accept  new  orders  at  present  prices,  un¬ 
less  they  had  sufficient  coal  in  transit. 

The  new  circular  prices  on  Kanawha  coal  for 
September  are  as  follows : 

Contract.  Spot. 


Splint,  lk2-inch  lump  . $1.35  $1.60 

Splint,  %-mch.  lump  .  1.15  1.25 

Splint,  mine-run  .  1.09  1.10 

Gas,  ^-inch  lump  .  1.15  1.25 

Gas,  mine-run  .  1.00  1.10 

Gas,  pea  and  slack . 80  .85 


The  Youghiogheny  and  Fairmont  mines  are 
fairly  swamped  with  orders  and  are  especially 
hard  pressed  for  the  supplying  of  customers 
who  get  in  stocks  by  way  of  the  lakes  so  that 
all-rail  shipments  of  these  descriptions  are 
very  light  and  uncertain.  Current  ciuotations 
are  as  follows:  Youghiogheny  run-of-mine, 
$1.20@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10@3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  three-quarter-inch,  $1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  .$3.20@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch- 
and-a-half,  $1.40@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.30@3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fairmont  run-of- 
mine,  95c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.85@ 
2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  three-quarter-inch,  $1.05 
@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.95@3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-a-half,  $1.15@1.20  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.05@3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Prosperous  State  of  Coke  Market. 

The  strength  of  the  coke  market  which  de¬ 
veloped  during  the  last  ten  days  of  July  con¬ 
tinued  into  and  throughout  the  month  of  Au¬ 
gust  so  that  quotations  have  been  steadily 
rising  and  the  month  closes  with  prices  at  high 
water  mark  for  the  season,  thus  far.  Current 
quotations  are  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents 


per  ton  higher  than  the  prices  prevailing  the 
first  of  the  month. 

The  somewhat  remarkable  strength  of  the 
coke  market  at  a  time  when  it  is  frequently 
quiet  if  not  depressed,  is  due  to  the  intense 
activity  throughout  the  country  prevailing  in 
all  the  great  industries  which  are  large  coke 
consumers.  The  serious  shortage  of  labor  at 
the  ovens  has  aided  materially  in  creating  the 
existing  conditions.  The  Chicago  market, 
while  not  showing  heavy  demand,  finds  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  prevailing  scale  of 
prices  on  account  of  the  strength  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  market. 

Coke  prices  current  are  as  follows:  Con- 
nellsville  furnace  coke,  $2.70@2.85  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens  or  $5.35@5.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Connells- 
ville  foundry  coke,  $3.35  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or 
$6.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Connellsville  crushed 
coke,  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  Wise  county,  Va.,  coke,  $3.25@3.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.50@5.60  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  Pocahontas  furnace  coke,  $2.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens  or  $5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Pocahontas 
foundry  coke,  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  by-product  coke,  $5.65@5.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  gashouse,  $4.25  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 


Market  and  Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  August  30. 

“We  are  not  quoting  prices,  as  we  have 
nothing  to  sell”;  these  are  the  words  of  one 
of  the  prominent  coal  and  coke  operators  in 
Pittsburg,  m  reply  to  the  question  of  “how 
is  the  market  and  prices  this  week?”  The 
above  reply  of  the  Pittsburg  operator  cracks 
the  nut  and  lays  bare  the  kernel  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  this  district.  “Sold  up  to  the  limit,” 
and  “overrun  with  orders,”  from  two  other 
operators  bear  upon  the  situation  and  show 
the  existin,g  state  of  affairs. 

In  the  light  of  the  reports  quoted  and 
others  that  could  be  mentioned,  we  are  forced 
to  conclude  and  state  that  the  Pittsburg  coal 
and  coke  operator  is  a  pretty  busy  man. 

The  general  situation  in  this  district  is  com¬ 
prehended  in  the  terse  reply  of  another  oper¬ 
ator,  who  said,  “don’t  bother  me.  I’m  too 
busy.”  We  have  dwelt  at  more  than  usual 
length  on  these  personal  replies  to  your  cor¬ 
respondent  in  order  to  show  the  state  of 
affairs  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  as  it  por¬ 
traits  the  prevailing  conditions  more  clearly 
and  strongly  than  a  statement  from  us  would. 

Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.’s  Strike. 

The  labor  situation  in  the  district  is  un¬ 
changed.  The  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  and 
their  miners  are  still  battling  for  supremacy, 
and  the  other  operators  are  interested  spec¬ 
tators.  In  this  case  the  miners  are  idle,  but 
a  mere  handful  of  non-union  men  being  at 
work.  The  outside  lone  operators  are  hold¬ 
ing  aloof  from  interference,  and  the  company 
are  getting  coal  and  operating  their  various 
plants.  The  problem  is,  find  the  place  from 
which  the  coal  comes  to  supply  the  glass 
company,  who  supplies  it,  and  hov7  it  is  trans¬ 
ported? 

The  river  coal  trade  is  at  a  standstill;  much 
coal  is  again  in  the  harbor,  and  large  num¬ 
bers  of  empty  barges  have  been  towed  to  the 
river  mines  for  refilling;  quite  a  number  of 
steamers  with  empty  tows  are  laid  up  below 
the  city  and,  should  a  rise  in  the  streams 
occur,  these  will  be  hurried  into  port  and 
another  heavy  shipment  sent  out. 

On  account  of  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  the  coal  industry  there  are  reports  to  hand 
almost  daily  of  new  enterprises  in  both  coal 
and  coke;  many  of  these  are  but  paper  com¬ 
panies  and  never  reach  the  production  stage. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  general  coal  trade 
in  Pittsburg  is  in  good  shape  today,  it  is 
still  a  notorious  fact  that  the  majority  of  the 
companies  so  employed  are  not  making  any 
money. 

Shipments  of  both  coal  and  coke  over  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  for  the  past  week  show 


quite  a  large  advance  in  tonnage  over  the 
shipments  of  last  week;  and  shipments  of  coke 
from  the  Connellsville  region  also  show  a  de¬ 
cided  increase. 

Labor  Supply  Still  Very  Low. 

Labor  is  still  a  prominent  question  in  the 
district.  Men  continue  to  be  hard  to  obtain, 
and  many  of  the  coke  producers  and  the  mines 
as  well  are  seriously  handicapped  on  account 
of  not  being  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  amount 
of  men  to  fully  equip  the  ovens  and  mines. 

Cars  continue  to  be  short,  but  this  is  ac¬ 
counted  for  by  the  unusual  heavy  demand 
made  upon  the  different  railroad  companies 
by  shippers. 

A  new  and  interesting  problem  is  agitating 
the  miners  in  the  Pittsburg  district  at  present: 
what  shall  be  his  attitude  in  the  political 
struggle,  that  is  now  on?  Shall  he  continue 
to  uphold  one  of  the  two  old-time  political 
parties,  or  shall  he  cast  in  his  lot  with  the 
•‘labor  party”?  The  labor  party  is  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  make  a  showing  in  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania,  and  is  boasting  that  it  will 
make  a  full  sweep  in  the  fall  campaign. 

Stiff  Advance  in  Prices. 

Prices  for  the  week  show  a  decided  increase 
over  those  quoted  a  week  ago.  Run-of-mine 
coal  is  strong  at  $1.20@1.30  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  lump  coal  is  selling  at  $1.40@1.50 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three-quarter-inch 
is  listed  at  $1.35@1.45  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  and  slack  is  bringing  75@80c  per  ton 
1.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all  grades  a  decided  in¬ 
crease  is  shown  except  slack,  and  the  market 
is  strong  for  all  kinds,  with  a  heavy  demand. 
As  already  stated,  the  demand  is  virtually 
ahead  of  the  supply;  one  of  the  heavy  coal 
operators  advises  us  that  they  don’t  want  or¬ 
ders,  as  they  are  now  away  behind  in  filling 
what  are  already  on  their  books. 

The  coke  trade  continues  in  the  same  satis¬ 
factory  shape  that  it  has  been  in  for  several 
weeks.  Furnace  coke  remains  at  the  same 
figures  as  those  quoted  last  week,  viz.,  $2.80 
@2.90  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens;  foundry  grade 
is  some  higher,  and  is  selling  for  $3.25@3.50 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  We  are  advised  of 
sales  made  during  the  week  of  high  grade 
foundry  at  $3.75  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens;  this 
is  a  record  price,  and  is  not  a  ruling  one  at 
present.  A  prominent  coke  producer  advises 
us  that  their  product  is  sold  out  up  to  January 
first  next  at  $3.25  a  ton  and  better  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens.  The  supply  of  coke  is  not  equal 
to  the  demand  at  present,  and  the  outlook 
is  that  this  state  of  affairs  will  continue  for 
some  time. 


The  operators  in  the  coal  and  coke  trade 
in  the  Pittsburg  district  should  be  compli¬ 
mented  upon  the  present  state  of  the  trade 
in  the  district.  By  looking  ahead,  when  the 
e.xisting  state  of  affairs  was  far  from  encour¬ 
aging,  and  by  careful  and  conservative  hand¬ 
ling  of  delicate  problems,  they  are  today  en¬ 
joying  a  period  of  prosperity  that  is  denied 
operators  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  coal  and 
coke  shipments  for  the  week  ending  August 
eighteenth  aggregated  928,648  tons — 623,421 
tons  of  bituminous  coal,  232,891  tons  of  coke, 
and  72,396  tons  of  anthracite  coal. 

The  third  annual  picnic  of  the  Greensburg 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  the  Greensburg  district, 
was  held  at  Oakford  Park  this  week.  About 
four  thousand  miners  with  their  families  were 
present  and  $400  in  prize  money  was  dis¬ 
tributed. 

Capt.  J.  Frank  Tilley,  Capt.  James  A.  Hen¬ 
derson,  B.  D.  Blackburn,  M.  A.  Hanna  and 
W.  H.  Crump,  prominently  identified  with  the 
coal  interests  of  Pittsburg,  will  attend  the 
thirty-fifth  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Board  of  Steam  Navigation,  which  convenes 
in  New  York,  September  twenty-fifth. 

Coal  shipments  by  river  are  at  a  standstill. 
The  various  companies  shipping  by  water  have 
transferred  the  larger  part  of  their  empty 
barges  up  the  river  to  the  upper  pools,  where 
they  are  rapidly  being  filled  with  coal.  A 
number  of  steamers  are  tied  up  with  tows  of 
empties  at  various  points  along  the  river, 
waiting  for  a  sufficient  rise  to  enable  them 
to  get  into  port. 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  stock  has  been  in  active 
demand  at  the  stock  exchange  during  the  week. 
Both  the  common  and  preferred  made  sub¬ 
stantial  gains.  The  present  favorable  price 
for  coal  and  the  heavy  increase  in  the  demand 
for  it  is  sufficient  to  justify  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  the  stock.  Today’s  price  of  the  com¬ 
mon  stock  is  the  highest  for  several  months, 
while  the  preferred  is  the  highest  it  has  been 
since  January.  The  common  stock  is  selling 
for  15  and  the  preferred  is  strong  at  57. 

Angus  W.  Louther,  coal  operator,  of  Somer¬ 
set,  Pa.,  spent  several  days  in  Pittsburg  this 
week.  Mr.  Louther  is  here  organizing  a  new 
coal  company  to  take  over  some  holdings  in 
Somerset  county.  The  new  company  will  be 
known  as  the  Pittsburg  &  Somerset  Coal  Co. 
and  will  be  controlled  by  Pittsburg  capital. 
The  two  mines  that  the  company  will  pur¬ 
chase  are  the  Shamrock  on  the  Cambria  branch 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  and  another  at 
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Garrett,  Pa.  Both  mines  are  in  operation  and 
the  output  is  about  one  luuidred  tons  per  day 
each.  The  coal  is  known  as  the  B  seam. 

Considerable  interest  is  being  taken  by  the 
coal  operators  of  the  Pittsburg  district  in  the 
fight  between  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co. 
and  District  No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America.  The  general  consensus  of  opinion 
among  the  coal  operators  is  that  the  miners 
should  not  have  broken  their  agreement  which 
they  signed  with  the  Charleroi  coal  works. 
The  Charleroi  company  has  always  acted  in¬ 
dependently  of  the  other  coal  companies  here, 
and  it  is  reported  that  it  was  invited  to  have 
representatives  present  at  a  meeting  of  the 
coal  companies  of  this  district,  called  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  association,  but  it  had 
not  sent  them.  For  this  reason,  it  is  said, 
the  Charleroi  company  could  not  receive  help 
from  the  operators. 

Ihe  latest  phase  of  the  situation  regarding 
the  strike  ac  the  mines  of  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Co.  is  the  filing  of  a  bill  in  equity 
by  the  company  in  court  No.  1  for  an  injunc¬ 
tion  against  Francis  Feehan,  president  of  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America; 
James  S.  Clark  and  eleven  members  of  the 
executive  board  of  that  organization,  and 
“Tony”  Jones,  organizer  for  the  district,  to 
restrain  them  from  interfering  with  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  plaintiff  company’s  mines  at  Char¬ 
leroi.  In  the  bill  of  complaint  the  plaintiffs 
state  that  they  signed  the  miners’  scale  for 
the  Charleroi  mines  April  first,  the  scale  to 
be  in  force  until  March  thirty-first,  1908.  They 
refused,  however,  to  sign  the  scale  for  the 
Creighton  mines,  operated  by  them,  and  a 
strike  was  ordered  by  President  Feehan,  which 
called  out  the  350  miners  employed. 


With  the  exception  of  the  trouble  between 
the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  and  their 
miners  there  are  no  labor  troubles  of  any 
account  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  Everything 
in  connection  with  the  coal  trade  is  moving 
along  in  a  satisfactory  way,  and  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  hurry  in  forming  definitely 
the  coal  operators’  association,  for  which  pur¬ 
pose  a  number  of  meetings  were  held  some 
weeks  ago.  It  has  been  decided  to  postpone 
the  next  meeting  until  October,  when  the  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  all  the  companies  interested 
will  be  in  town.  As  the  most  important  ques¬ 
tions  in  connection  with  the  coal  business  has 
been  settled  for  two  years,  the  operators  will 
take  their  time  in  rouncling  the  association 
into  shape. 

Negotiations  have  just  been  completed  here 
whereby  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  Coal  Co. 
takes  over  the  properties  of  the  Independent 
Coal  Co.  and  Burton,  Beidler  &  Phillips,  two 
of  the  largest  coal  companies  in  Cleveland. 
Ihe  deal  includes  twelve  coal  yards  in  various 
sections  of  Cleveland,  with  all  the  buildings, 
niachinery,  houses,  wagons  and  coal  on  hand. 
The  concerns  taken  over  have  done  an  annual 
business  approximating  .$3,000,000.  John  H. 
Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co., 
is  also  president  of  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg 
Coal  Co.,  and  will  be  made  president  of  the 
nrerged  companies  when  they  become  organ¬ 
ized  on  September  first.  J.  J.  Phillips,  of 
Cleveland,  at  present  treasurer  and  manager 
of  the  Burton,  Beidler  &  Phillips  Co.,  will  be 
general  manager  of  the  merged  interests. 

The  call  to  organized  labor  in  western 
Pennsylvania  to  present  a  united  front  at  the 
ballot  box  will  be  sounded  by  John  Mitchell, 
president  of  the  United  Mine  W^orkers  of 


America.  On  next  Labor  day  Mr.  Mitchell 
will  be  the  leading  speaker  at  the  mass  meet¬ 
ing  and  celebration  at  Carnegie.  The  mine 
workers  of  that  vicinity  are  expected  to  turn 
out  to  the  number  of  at  least  five  thousand, 
and  these,  with  the  other  trades  that  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  demonstration,  will,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected,  turn  out  eight  thousand  men.  The 
organization  of  the  Union  Labor  party  and 
its  advent  into  politics  this  year  by  placing  a 
ticket  in  the  field  without  consulting  any  of 
the  old  party  leaders,  has  been  freely  com- 
rnented  on.  From  reports  received  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  trade  unionists  feel  reasonably 
sure  of  electing  two  if  not  three  of  the  con¬ 
gressmen  from  western  Pennsylvania,  and  a 
dozen  or  so  members  of  the  state  legislature. 

Heavy  gains  in  the  coke  trade  were  made 
last  week.  Production  in  the  Connellsville 
region  alone  was  over  six  thousand  tons 
greater  than  for  the  previods  week,  while  the 
total  increase  in  shipments  was  over  ten  thou¬ 
sand  tons.  The  heavy  demand  at  this  time 
will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  prices,  and 
it  is  expected  that  an  advance  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  cents  a  ton  will  be  ordered  in  the 
near  future.  A  summary  of  the  Connellsville 
region  for  the  past  week  shows  a  gain  of  five 
hundred  ovens  in  active  operation.  The  week’s 
production  is  estimated  at  278,906  tons,  which 
is  an  increase  of  6,120  tons  over  the  previous 
week.  The  shipments  totaled  12,102  cars,  to 
the  following  points:  Pittsburg  district,  4,309 
cars;  west  of  Pittsburg,  6,392  cars;  and  the 
eastern  district,  1,401  cars.  The  shipments  are 
estimated  at  278,346  tons,  an  increase  of  4,922 
tons  over  the  week  previous.  The  lower  Con¬ 
nellsville  shipments  are  estimated  at  107,156 
tons,  or  5,123  tons  greater  than  last  week. 
The  total  shipments  for  both  regions  was 
385,502  tons. 


])^Q,rkGt  Conditions  and  Trodo  Gossip  from  CincinnotL 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  August  30. 

Without  exception,  every  coal  man  interviewed 
by  1  HE  Black  Diamond  today  reported  the  mar¬ 
ket  strong  and  improving.  The  demand  for  coal 
is  ekcellent  everywhere,  and  prices,  while  prac¬ 
tically  unchanged  for  a  week,  show  a  constant 
upward  tendency.  The  great  bugbear  to  the 
trade,  however,  is  the  unprecedented  scarcity  of 
coal  cars  at  this  time  of  year.  No  figures  were 
taken,  although  they  are  constantly  available, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  exact  car  supply 
of  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  districts;  but 
it  is  a  fact  that  all  mines  are  suffering  from  a 
woeful  lack  of  cars.  A  number  of  large  mines 
reported  that  they  do  not  get  cars  more  than  two 
days  a  week,  which  is  about  as  bad  as  the  car 
famine  got  at  any  time  last  winter.  When  this 
condition  of  affairs  will  improve,  nobody  can  tell. 
Even  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad,  which 
has  the  reputation  of  giving  its  patrons  better 
coal-car  service  than  any  other  road  entering 
Cincinnati,  fell  down  this  week,  and  there  was  a 
hurrying  and  scurrying  among  a  number  of 
L.  &  N.  coal  men  to  get  coal  enough  to  fill 
their  contracts.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  the 
Norfolk  &  VVestern  are  each  about  as  bad  as  the 
other  in  their  delinquency. 

Dealers  Indifferent  as  to  Getting  More  Orders. 

As  noted  before,  prices  are  practically  un¬ 
changed  ;  but  the  difference  in  the  market  from 
last  week  is  this :  Nearly  every  concern  has 
already  booked  enough  orders  to  keep  it  going  for 
from  two  or  three  weeks  to  a  month  or  more, 
and  with  an  unprecedented  car  shortage  staring 
them  in  the  face  they  are  really  unable  to  take 
on  more  business  at  this  time,  and  they  are  mak¬ 
ing  no  effort  to  sell  more  coal.  When  inquiries 
come  in  for  coal  most  of  the  selling  agencies 
quote  a  higher  price  than  they  really  expect  to 
get.  If  the  order  comes  in,  in  spite  of  this,  it 
is  taken  care  of  in  the  best  manner  possible.  One 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  for 
ordinary  splint  lump  is  about  the  selling  nrice 
at  present,  with  large  and  special  sizes  corre¬ 
spondingly  higher.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  at 
$1.00  to  $1.10  a  ton  with  a  number  of  concerns 


naming  and  getting  higher  prices.  Nut-and-slack 
is  still  as  scarce  as  it  can  be,  and  good  quality 
commands  its  own  price,  up  to  ninety  cents  a  ton, 
a  figure  at  which  a  number  of  nice  little  con¬ 
tracts  were  made  during  the  week.  This  is  the 
highest  price  nut-and-slack  has  brought  for  some 
time,  and  some  well  informed  persons  say  it  will 
sell  for  a  dollar  at  the  mines  before  the  month 
of  September  is  out.  Splint  nut-and-slack  for 
steam  purposes  is  meant.  Two  dollars  a  ton  at 
the  mine  is  now  the  common  asking  price  for 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  coal. 
Some  time  ago  $1.75  a  ton  at  the  mines  was 
suggested  as  the  proper  price  after  September 
first.  It  is  now  impossible  to  buy  a  car  at  this 
price  even  before  the  first  of  September,  and 
dealers  who  have  not  been  wise  enough  to  lay 
in  a  stock  will  probably  find  themselves  paj'ing 
two  dollars  or  more  for  their  smokeless  coal,  and 
\yill  then  have  long  and  vexatious  delays  in  get¬ 
ting  it.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  in  fair  demand 
at  $1.35  to  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

River  Coal  Market  Very  Firm. 

The  river  coal  market  is  very  firm  at  former 
quotations.  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  lump  of 
standard  quality  is  worth  7J4  to  8  cents  a  bushel 
afloat  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor  while  nut-and- 
slack  ranges  from  5  to  6J4  cents  a  bushel  afloat. 
For  the  purposes  of  comparison  in  round  num¬ 
bers  multiply  the  price  per  bushel  by  twenty-five 
to  get  the  price  per  ton,  and  then  remember  that 
river  coal  is  still  in  the  barge  in  the  river,  and  not 
on  cars  on  top  the  bank.  River  lump  elevated 
and  loaded  on  cars  is  worth  $2.35  a  ton. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city- has  not  yet  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  great  set-back  it  received  from  the 
hot  weather  last  week.  Most  concerns  report 
business  very  dull,  but  prices  are  reasonably  firm. 
Splint  lump  sells  for  $3.25  a  ton  delivered  to 
families,  anthracite  $7.50,  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  $4.00,  and  nut-and-slack  $1.90  to  $2.25  a 
ton  delivered. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  and  largely  interested  in  many  Kentucky 
properties,  is  spending  most  of  his  time  at  the 


mines  trying  to  increase  the  output  of  his  proper¬ 
ties. 

W.  C.  Phillips,  president  of  the  W.  C.  Phillips 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  was  here  again  this  week 
looking  for  coal. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  the  popular  general  sales  agent 
of  the  Thacker  Co.,  is  back  from  Chicago,  where 
he  had  been  looking  after  his  company’s  affairs. 

Edwin  D.  Logsdon,  president  of  the  Indiana 
Fuel  Supply  Co.,  Indianapolis,  was  here  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  week  interrogating  the  coal  trade. 

A.  M.  Wooldridge,  manager  of  the  Coalburg 
Kanawha  Coal  Co.,  a  prominent  Kanawha  con¬ 
cern,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  during 
the  week. 

Samuel  Dixon,  probably  the  largest  individual 
producer  of  smokeless  coal  in  the  New  River 
district,  if  not  in  the  country,  spent  two  or  three 
days  in  Cincinnati  this  week  looking  after  his 
varied  interests. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  western  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  here,  is  mak¬ 
ing  the  rounds  of  his  territory  this  week  in  the 
interests  of  his  company.  He  is  spending  con¬ 
siderable  time  at  Detroit  and  Chicago. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Pocahontas  Co.,  returned  a  few  days 
ago  from  a  business  trip  to  Chicago,  made  in 
the  interests  of  his  two  large  concerns. 

R.  H.  Bartlit,  secretary  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  and  well  known  to  the  entire  coal 
trade  of  this  territory,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor 
during  the  week.  Mr.  Bartlit  is  meeting  with 
excellent  success  in  the  sale  of  “Darby”  coal. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  returned  Wednesday  from  a  trip  to 
Joplin,  Mo.,  where  he  went  to  examine  some 
zinc  mines  for  the  purpose  of  getting  some 
pointers  for  use  in  some  extensive  zinc  mines  in 
the  south  in  which  he  is  interested. 

The  Smoke  Abatement  League  has  caused  war¬ 
rants  to  be  issued  for  the  arrest  of  another  lot 
of  smoke  producers,  including  the  White  Cloud 
Laundry,  American  Tool  Works  Co.,  Wolf 
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Brothers  Co.,  Strauss,  Fritz  &  Co.,  and  the  Ex¬ 
celsior  building.  In  each  instance  the  owner  or 
manager  and  the  engineer  are  taken  from  each 
concern. 

A.  Moore,  president  of  the  War  Eagle  Fuel  Co., 
War  Eagle,  W.  Va.,  was  here  a  few  days  ago  in 
consultation  with  his  Cincinnati  manager,  Mr. 
F.  B.  Raines.  Mr.  Moore  spent  several  days 
here  and  then  left  for  New  York,  where  he  will 
meet  Mrs.  Moore  returning  from  Europe,  after 
which  they  will  both  go  to  Toronto  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  summer. 

G.  S.  Calder,  secretary  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Co.,  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  an  extended 
trip  through  the  northwest  where  he  made  a 
number  of  exhaustive  and  scientific  tests  of  his 
coal  with  the  result  he  closed  contracts  for  sev¬ 
eral  large  lots  of  fuel.  Mr.  Calder  is  an  ana¬ 
lytical  chemist  of  no  mean  ability,  besides  being 
a  practical  coal  man,  and  when  he  attempts  to 
prove  that  his  coal  is  the  best,  he  usually  suc¬ 
ceeds. 

Government  place,  formerly  Patterson  alley, 
now  has  so  many  industrial  concerns  located 
upon  it  that  the  postmaster  of  Cincinnati  com¬ 
plains  that  his  mail  wagons  arcv  delayed  by  nu¬ 
merous  coal  wagons  to  such  an  extent  that  trains 
are  often  missed.  This  certainly  shows  activity 
in  coal  consumption,  and  the  prosperity  calling 
for  such  an  amount  of  fuel  is  very  gratifying  to 
the  coal  men  even  if  their  teams  try  the  patience 
of  the  postmaster. 

The  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.  was  given  the  con¬ 
tract  a  few  days  ago  to  furnish  the  city  of 
Marion,  Ind.,  with  coal  during  the  coming  ypr, 
at  its  bid  of  $2.15  for  Glen  Alum  run-of-mine. 
The  amount  of  coal  required  is  at  least  four  thou¬ 
sand  tons.  In  this  connection  it  might  be  said 
that  Glen  Alum  was  the  highest  bid  received, 
but  upon  test  it  proved  the  cheapest.  Mr.  W.  P. 
Slaughter,  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  company,  is  quite  elated  over  this  piece  of 
business. 

A  large  Louisville  &  Nashville  coal  shipper 
makes  loud  complaint  this  week  of  miserable 
car  service  on  his  road,  but  he  says  the  rail¬ 
road  people  declare  that  last  week’s  severe  warm 
weather  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  road’s 
poor  service  this  week.  It  is  said  that  large  num¬ 
bers  of  trainmen  were  so  overcome  by  the  heat 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  August  30. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Conditions  in  the  coal  trade  in 
West  Virginia  and  the  adjoining  eastern  Ohio 
section  are  now  reported  good.  That  is  to  say, 
demand  and  prices  are  satisfactory.  And  when 
this  view  is  voiced  so  freely  it  is  significant,  for 
usually  there  is  a  tendency  to  find  fault  with 
either  demand  or  the  price. 

There  is  one  prevailing  complaint,  however, 
and  that  is  lack  of  cars.  Every  field  and  sub¬ 
district  is  short  of  cars.  The  demand  for  coal 
is  so  pressing  that  the  demand  for  cars  to  furnish 
prompt  shipments  is  making  life  miserable  for 
dispatchers  and  traffic  managers. 

This  condition  is  always  to  be  expected  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  when  the  crops  call  for  ex¬ 
cessive  service  from  the  railroads,  and  it  is 
due  to  last  until  the  snow  flies,  after  which 
complaining  operators  will  be  told  of  congestion, 
and  lack  of  sufficient  motive  power,  and  snow 
blockades. 

Around  Wheeling,  at  the  mines,  mine-run  coal 
is  quoted  at  one  dollar,  an  increase  of  ten  cents 
over  the  quotations  of  this  time  last  year.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  spring  and  early  summer  when  the  strike 
was  on  in  the  eastern  Ohio  district  prices  varied, 
but  coal  is  steady  now  from  one  dollar  up 
through  the  various  sizes. 

The  Struggle  to  Secure  Miners. 

Besides  the  persistent  car  shortage,  there  is  still 
complaint  in  the  Fairmont  district  over  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  agents  from  other  fields  to  do  mission¬ 
ary  work  and  attract  miners  to  ‘"'Bier  state.'. 
There  was  never  a  similar  condition  before. 
Labor  is  so  scarce  right  now  in  the  Fairmont 
and  all  other  fields  that  Chief  Mine  Inspector 
Paul  believes  that  fifteen  thousand  extra  miners 


that  they  could  not  work,  and  that  many  of  them 
have  not  yet  returned  to  their  jobs.  A  good 
many  locomotives  are  knocked  out  by  bad  usage 
and  continued  hard  work,  and  this,  too,  cuts 
down  the  available  transportation  facilities  of 
this  excellent  coal  railroad. 

C.  J.  Moriarty,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  returned  home  a  day 
or  two  ago  from  a  trip  to  the  company’s  chain 
of  mines  along  the  Kanawha  river.  The  trip 
was  made  in  a  special  train  on  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad,  and  on  the  jaunt  were  all  the 
managers  and  head  men  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel 
Co.  A  stop  was  made  at  each  mine  to  acquaint 
the  selling  force  with  the  characteristics  of  the 
mine  and  the  coal,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
trip  will  be  productive  of  much  good. 

Bids  were  opened  by  the  city  fathers  of  Ham¬ 
ilton,  Ohio,  on  Monday  of  this  week  for  supply¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  various  departments  of  the  mu¬ 
nicipality  during  the  coming  year.  The  amount 
of  gas  and  steam  coal  required  is  about  fifteen 
thousand  tons,  and  from  a  cursory  observation 
of  the  twenty-five  or  more  bids  received,  it 
appears  that  Anderson  &  Shaffer  are  the  low 
bidders.  They  bid  on  Cabin  creek  coal. 

The  Stevens  Coal  Co.,  of  which  the  Kanawha 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  this  city  is  the  selling 
agency,  is  now  actively  engaged  in  opening  a 
large  new  mine  on  its  Cabin  creek  property.  The 
new  mine  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley 
from  the  company’s  Empire  mine,  and  will  be 
christened  the  “Buckeye”  mine.  At  present  only 
a  temporary  tipple  is  being  erected,  and  only 
“entries”  will  be  driven  in  the  mine.  As  the 
mining  proceeds,  a  large,  new,  up-to-date  tipple 
will  be  built,  and  inside  of  a  year  from  this  date 
the  company  expects  to  be  running  over  one 
thousand  tons  of  coal  a  day  from  the  opening. 
A  peculiarity  of  the  mine  is  that  from  the  very 
beginning  no  mules  will  be  used,  but  all  hauling 
of  coal  will  be  done  with  motors,  some  of  which 
the  company  now  has  on  hand.  Power  will  be 
supplied  from  the  other  mines,  at  least  at  present. 
The  seam  of  coal  at  the  new  “Buckeye”  mine 
is  full  six  feet  in  thickness,  and  is  the  high 
quality  of  the  other  cabin  creek  mines._  Mr. 
F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  company,  is  per¬ 
sonally  looking  after  the  development  of  this 
property. 


could  readily  find  employment.  He  bases  his  es¬ 
timate  on  careful  calculations,  after  a  tour  of  the 
state  and  after  getting  the  operators’  reports. 

It  is  believed  that  the  representatives  of  out¬ 
side  operators  who  come  here  to  attract  West 
Virginia  miners  to  their  mines  are.  offering 
bonuses  in  many  cases,  but  it  testifies  to  satis¬ 
factory  conditions  f;enerally  that  they  have  been 
unable  to  meet  with  much  success. 

The  splendid  machine-like  system  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.  employs  is  more  than  these  agents  can 
overcome,  just  as  agitators  and  organizers  for 
the  United  Mine  Workers  have  been  unable  to 
make  any  impression  whatever  after  years  of  vain 
struggles  which  taxed  their  treasury  heavily.  In 
certain  cases  the  labor-seeking  agents  have  been 
glad  to  shake  the  dust  of  the  mining  villages 
from  their  feet  in  a  hurry. 

Contest  Over  Taxing  of  Leaseholds. 

The  contest  between  the  state  administration 
and  the  Fayette  county,  or  New  River,  operators 
over  the  question  of  assessing  coal  leaseholds 
has  been  precipitated,  as  indicated  last  week. 
Tax  Commissioner  Dillon  has  gotie  into  court 
to  compel  the  county  assessors  to  list  the  lease¬ 
holds  at  five  million  dollars,  or  ten  times  the 
value  fixed  on  them  by  the  assessors.  Mr.  Dil¬ 
lon  has  placed  his  figures  side  by  side  with  the 
assessors,  and  there  is  great  disparity  between 
them. 

If  Mr.  Dillon  loses  in  a  lower  court  he  threat¬ 
ens  to  go  into  a  higher  court.  He  does  not  have 
the  authority  to  impose  valuations,  so  he  is  en¬ 
deavoring  to  force  the  assessors  to  fix  them  in 
accordance  with  his  opinions.  They  are  standing 
pat.  Mr.  Dillon  cites  the  case  of  the  New  River 
Smokeless.  This  property  is  reported  to  have 


changed  hands  recently  for  a  consideration  of 
one  million  dollars.  The  company  r('ti.rned  to  tin- 
assessors  $220,000  in  improvements  and  per-nr!;: 
property.  The  difference  between  $1,000,000  and 
$220,000  is  the  leasehold  value,  according  to  the 
Dillon  dictum.  He  contends  that  all  value  not 
otherwise  assessed  in  other  form  represents  the 
value  of  the  coal  company’s  lease,  or  privilege  to 
mine. 

It  is  believed  the  administration  will  endeavo; 
to  further  tax  the  coal  men  by  reviving  its 
scheme  for  a  production  tax  on  coal,  of  about 
one-third  a  cent  a  ton;  or  else  through  a  flat  tax 
of  about  $150  a  year,  to  be  called  an  inspection 
tax,  to  meet  the  expense  of  state  mine  inspection. 

That  the  coal  interests,  employing  and  em¬ 
ployed,  have  a  certain  concern  in  state  legislation 
is  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  two  of  the  five 
candidates  for  the  lower  house  from  Kanawha 
county  are  coal  men. 

One  is  Michael  T.  Roach,  of  the  mammoth 
Paint  Creek  Colliery  Co.,  and  formerly  of  Kan¬ 
awha  Fuel,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  oper¬ 
ators  in  the  Kanawha  district.  Although  the 
primaries  are  to  be  held  a  week  hence  his  popu¬ 
larity  and  recognized  ability  point  to  his  selec¬ 
tion. 

A  fellow  place  on  the  ticket  is  sought  by  John 
Nugent,  president  of  District  No.  17,  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers.  Besides  being  the  state 
head  of  the  miners’  organization,  Mr.  Nugent  is 
also  president  of  the  state  federation  of  labor. 
His  selection  is  also  as  good  as  a  foregone  con¬ 
clusion. 

Six  hundred  acres  on  Cheat  river,  near  Mor¬ 
gantown,  have  just  sold  at  an  average  of  $155  an 
acre.  A  few  years  ago  this  land  could  have 
been  bought  for  a  song.  Now  it  is  known  to  be 
in  the  Connellsville  coking  coal  basin. 


The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  August  30. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Prices  will  advance  on  September  first 
on  all  grades  and  kinds  of  bituminous  coal  sold 
in  this  city.  The  car  shortage  is  chiefly  to  blame 
for  this  stiffening  of  the  market,  though  there  is 
a  general  feeling  among  coal  men  that  they 
should  get  a  little  more  for  their  product. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Co.  announces  a  raise  of 
twenty-five  cents  on  West  Virginia  lump,  ten 
cents  on  three-quarters  and  run-of-mine,  and  five 
cents  on  slack.  New  Pittsburg  has  advanced 
prices  on  an  average  of  fifteen  cents.  Hocking 
slack  is  quoted  at  an  advance  of  fifteen  cents. 
In  fact,  all  grades  of  Hocking  have  gone  up, 
except  nut,  pea  and  slack.  Pocahontas  has  ad¬ 
vanced  on  e.sg  and  lump  from  $1.50  to  $1.85, 
run-of-mine  from  $1.25  to  $1.35.  Spot  business 
in  West  Virginia  splints  shows  the  following 
prices:  Lump,  $1.60  to  $1.75;  three-quarters, 

$1.15  to  $1.25;  run-of-mine,  $1.00  to  $1.10;  slack, 
60  to  75  cents. 

Pocahontas,  however,  is  overloaded  with  or¬ 
ders,  being  about  sixty  days  behind,  and  with  the 
present  car  shortage  continuing,  the  time  may 
be  stretched  to  ninety  days. 

Current  Retail  Prices. 

Alex.  Y.  Malcomson  quotes  the  following 
prices  to  consumers  at  retail:  Three-quarters 
West  Virginia  gas,  $1.20;  run-of-mine.  $1.05; 
gas  slack,  90  cents,  and  strong  at  that ;  Hocking 
slack,  45  to  50  cents;  Hocking  lump.  $1.50;  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  smokeless  lump  and  egg. 
$2.25;  mine-run,  $1.50;  anthracite  will  remain  at 
the  present  retail  price,  $7.25  for  the  present,  but 
an  advance  will  be  made  by  all  dealers  before 
October  first.  Gas  coke  is  selling  for  $5.25,  and 
Solvay  coke  at  $5.50.  The  retail  trade  in  anthra¬ 
cite  is,  quite  brisk,  especially  in  the  furnace  sizes. 
Orders  for  winter’s  supply  arc  coming  in  rapidly. 

Though  the  number  of  cars  on  track  has  di¬ 
minished  appreciably,  yet  it  is  noticed  that  there 
is  considerable  Hocking  slack  being  hawked 
about  at  demurrage  prices.  Otherwise  the  con¬ 
ditions  are  good  and  prices  are  firm  as  a  rock. 
Stocks  of  the  large  manufacturers  are  being 
rapidly  depleted,  but  most  of  the  consumers  still 
insist  that  they  will  clean  it  all  up  before  stock¬ 
ing  up  again.  That  is,  they  will  wait  until  tlu 
price  goes  away  up.  before  buying.  Though  there 
appears  to  be  a  temporary  easing  up  of  the  car 
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situation,  yet  the  shortage  probably  will  get  a 
great  deal  worse  in  the  next  three  weeks. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  manager  of  sales  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  was  in  this  city  a  few  days  this 
week. 

C.  B.  Grandy,  of  the  C.  B.  Grandy  Coal  Co., 
of  Toledo,  spent  a  few  days  in  Detroit  on  busi¬ 
ness  this  week. 

Alex  y.  Malconison,  of  this  city,  has  appointed 
Edward  Mitchell  city  salesman,  in  nlace  of  C.  C. 
Card,  who  recently  resigned  to  take  another  po¬ 
sition  in  Buffalo.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  formerly 
car  clerk  and  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Malcomson  three  years. 

Charles  J.  Andrews,  Detroit  representative  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  has  recover,ed  from 
his  recent  attack  of  typhoid  fever  and  was  in  his 
office  for  the  first  time  in  several  weeks  last 
Wednesday.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrews  will  leave 
this  week  for  the  coast  of  Maine,  their  old  home, 
to  spend  a  month. 

N.  L.  C.  Kachelmacher,  president  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  and  also 
executive  head  of  the  Hocking  Clay  &  Brick  Con¬ 
struction  Co.,  has  returned  from  New  York,  where 
he  let  what  practically  are  the  final  contracts  for 
the  first  of  the  big  brick  plants  which  his  com¬ 
pany  will  erect  near  New  Straitsville,  Ohio.  It 
is  thought  that  the  first  plant,  which  will  have  a 
capacity  of  over  100,000  brick  daily,  will  be  in 
operation  by  January  first.  Mr.  Kachelmacher 
says  that  the  New  York  agent  of  the  company 
says  that  contracts  could  now  be  made  for  60,- 
000,000  ornamental  face  brick  if  the  plant  were 
in  operation. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  30— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  retail  coal  firms  of  the 
city  have  done  a  larger  business  in  August 
than  in  any  other  month  of  the  summer. 
Many  orders  have  been  placed  for  early  fall 
delivery.  The  wholesale  business  presents  a 
strong  front  and  some  good  contracts  have 
been  closed  up  here  during  the  last  few  days. 
The  foundry  concerns  about  town,  manufac¬ 
turing  plants  and  the  cotton  seed  oil  indus¬ 
tries  of  the  southeast  have  been  the  sources 
of  good  business. 

In  the  mining  field  to  the  south  considerable 
annoyance  is  reported  in  the  matter  of  getting 
cars.  Over  in  east  Tennessee  the  same  trouble 
is  found. 

Harry  Anderson,  of  the  Empire  Coal  Co., 
this  city,  and  a  gentleman  who  is  identified 
with  association  work  in  Kentucky  and  Ten¬ 
nessee,  was  seen  at  that  firm’s  office  in  the 
Arcade.  Mr.  Anderson  said  that  the  trade  out¬ 
look  in  Nashville  for  retail  sales  was  very 
bright  and  that  the  wholesale  business  had 
been  satisfactory  throughout  the  summer.  He 
had  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  Kentucky, 
where  he  visited  the  mines.  These  were 
operating  on  a  good  scale.  The  St.  Bernard 
Coal  Co.,  which  also  has  an  office  in  the 
Arcade,  managed  by  Jas.  R.  Love,  reports 
that  the  summer  trade  iust  ending  has  been 
of  a  very  satisfactory  character,  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  impetus  in  the  retail  business  this 
month. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co.  has  recently  added 
two  new  retail  yards  in  Nashville. 

John  D.  Anderson,  of  the  Empire  Coal  Co., 
this  city,  has  gone  this  week  on  a  trip  of  sev¬ 
eral  days’  duration  to  the  mines  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  Kentucky. 

Gov.  John  I.  Cox  has  returned  to  his  office 
at  Nashville  after  an  inspection  the  past  week 
of  the  coal  properties  of  the  state  located  in 
the  eastern  division. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.  is  equipping  some 
splendid  new  storage  sheds  in  this  city.  They 
are  located  at  the  corner  of  Clinton  street 
and  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad. 

The  Montlake  Coal  Co.,  of  the  Chattanooga 
coal  district,  and  which  operates  mines  in  the 


Walden’s  Ridge  belt,  has  filed  a  mortgage 
for  the  purpose  of  issuing  $22,000  of  bonds. 
The  Administration  &  Trust  Co.  is  made  trustee. 

It  is  announced  that  B.  A.  Treat,  of  Harriman, 
Tenn.,  has  purchased  the  mines  of  the  Scott 
County  Coal  Co.  near  Helenwood,  Tenn.,  and 
will  soon  begin  operations  on  an  extensive  scale. 
'1  he  product  of  the  mines  is  considered  of  good 
quality. 

Laffiteau  &  Rowden,  one  of  the  well  known 
retail  coal  firms  of  Chattanooga,  has  been 
changed  through  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Laffi¬ 
teau,  on  account  of  ill  health.  Carl  Rowden, 
a  prominent  Chattanooga  business  man,  will 
succeed  to  the  business,  and  the  firm  will  be 
known  by  his  name.  Mr.  Rowden  has  just 
received  a  large  shipment  of  coal. 


The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  30.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — At  a  depth  of  140  feet  a  forty- 
inch  vein  of  bituminous  coal  has  been  discovered 
near  Garland,  Kas.  The  find  is  regarded  as  a 
rich  one,  and  will  go  far  toward  making  Gar¬ 
land  a  mining  center.  The  coal  lies  close  to  the 
railroad  and  appears  easy  to  work.  Garland  is 
one  hundred  miles  south  of  Kansas  City,  on  the 
Frisco  system. 

It  is  reported  that  mine  number  twelve  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Southwestern  Developing  Company,  of 
Coalgate,  I.  T.,  has  sprung  a  leak  and  it  is  feared 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  mine  to  be 
further  developed.  This  is  the  best  coal  mine  in 
Coalgate  and  was  recently  completed.  The  clos¬ 
ing  down  of  this  mine  will  throw  over  seven 
hundred  men  out  of  work. 

As  the  result  of  recent  experiments,  the  Hous¬ 
ton  &  Texas  Central  Railroad  has  joined  the 
ranks  of  Texas  railroads  using  Arkansas  eoal. 
This  railroad  had  been  using  oil  and  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  coal  for  fuel,  but  the  company  decided  to 
give  Arkansas  coal  a  test  and  the  general  man¬ 
ager  wired  to  the  head  of  the  motive  power 
of  the  Frisco  to  send  an  experienced  fireman  of 
that  road,  which  uses  Arkansas  coal,  to  Fort 
Worth  at  once,  so  that  the  test  might  be  made 
under  the  best  conditions.  The  fireman  who  was 
furnished  fired  Arkansas  coal  over  a  large  part 
of  Texas,  and  the  result  was  so  satisfactory 
that  when  he  left  all  of  the  engines  were  being 
refitted  to  use  Arkansas  coal.  The  Houston  & 
Texas  Central  alone  will  use  about  twenty  cars 
of  coal  daily,  and  this  will  come  from  mines  of 
the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Huntington, 
Ark.,  with  whose  coal  the  tests  were  made. 

A  company  of  local  men  has  purchased 
the  Jewell  City,  Kas.,  coal  mine  and  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  make  something  out  of  it  except  a 
tale  of  woe,  which  seems  to  have  been  its  fate 
since  the  first  efforts  were  made  toward  its 
development.  It  has  been  in  the  hands  of  To¬ 
peka  people  of  recent  years,  but  the  management 
has  not  been  such  as  to  make  it  a  profitable  ven¬ 
ture  for  them,  and  they  seem  to  have  been  glad 
to  get  rid  of  it  at  most  any  old  price.  The 
name  will  be  chano'ed  from  the  Forceda  Coal 
Co.  to  that  of  the  Jewell  County  Coal  Co.,  and 
an  effort  will  be  made  to  make  it  pay  running 
expenses  at  least.  In  order  to  make  the  product 
move  quickly  the  price  during  September  has  been 
made  considerably  lower  than  that  which  pre¬ 
vailed  under  the  late  ownership. 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  city  of  St.  Jos¬ 
eph,  Mo.,  with  coal  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
secured  by  the  Niemeyer-Hesse  Coal  Co.  The 
other  bidders  were  the  Mitchell  Avenue  Lumber 
&  Coal  Co.  and  the  F.  R.  MeVeity  Coal  Co.  Be¬ 
tween  the  bids  of  the  Niemeyer-Hesse  and  the 
Mitchell  Avenue  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  was  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  aggregate  for  the  year  of  about 
thirty  dollars. 

V 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  August  fourteenth,  amounted 
to  144,437  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
3,587.467  tons,  as  compared  with  5,447,211  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  1,859,744  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted 
to  1,103  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  40,497 
tons,  as  compared  with  58,412  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  pres¬ 
ent  year  of  17,915  tons. 


^  Pioneer  in  Coke  Trade  Dies. 

Thomas  W.  Watt,  a  pioneer  in  the  coke 
business  in  the  Connellsville  region,  died  at 
his  home  at  Dunbar,  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  on 
Monday,  August  twenty-seventh,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years.  The  infirmities  of  age  for 
ten  years  prevented  his  engaging  actively  in 
business,  but  he  will  be  long  remembered  on 
account  of  the  many  industries  in  whose  es¬ 
tablishment  or  operation  he  was  concerned. 

Mr.  Watt  was  born  in  County  Donegal,  Ire¬ 
land,  .August  twelfth,  1828,  and  came  to  Ameri¬ 
ca  in  June,  1853.  He  settled  near  Dunbar  and 
was  employed  by  his  father  at  the  old  Union 
furnace,  one  of  the  oldest  west  of  the  Alle¬ 
ghenies,  which  was  operated  bv  John  Watt  & 
Co. 

Deceased  had  charge  of  the  furnace  and 
store;  at  that  time  the  tonnage  was  from  five 
to  six  tons  per  day,  and  was  hauled  overland 
in  wagons  to  the  Monongahela  river,  where  it 
was  transported  south  by  water.  The  teams 
would  often  consist  of  from  thirty  to  forty 
mules  and  horses,  only  two  trips  being  made 
each  week.  Later  the  furnace  was  sold  to 
Baldwin  &  Cheeney,  when  Mr.  Watt  became 
general  superintendent  for  two  years.  He  re¬ 
signed  that  position  and  went  to  manufactur¬ 
ing  coke  for  the  same  firm. 

In  1859  he  built  one  section  of  the  Fayette 
County  Railroad  from  Connellsville  to  Union- 
town,  known  as  the  Fairmont  branch.  In 
1860  he  started  the  manufacture  of  oil  barrels, 
which  he  carried  on  for  three  years.  Later  he 
became  superintendent  of  the  New  York  & 
New  England  Oil  Co.,  which  spent  many 
thousands  of  dollars  in  Dunbar  township 
drilling  for  oil. 

He  organized  the  Taylor-Watt  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  known  as  the  Uniondale  coke  works. 
The  works  have  long  ceased  to  exist,  owing  to 
the  coal  being  worked  out.  In  1872  he  aided 
in  organizing  another  company,  known  as  the 
Hogsett-Watt  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Mt.  Brad- 
dock.  Later  the  works  became  the  propert>- 
of  the  W.  J.  Rainey  Coke  Co.  He  retired  from 
the  coke  business  in  1878. 

Mr.  Watt  was  an  active  member  of  the 
PresbjTerian  church  during  the  past  thirty-five 
years.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  two  sons 
and  four  daughters,  Jennie,  Margaret  and 
James  at  home.  John  of  Kansas.  Martha  S.. 
wife  of  James  Henderson,  of  Uniontown.  and 
Mrs.  Lavina  Doolan.  of  Pittsburg. 


Death  of  Leonard  Varilla. 

Death  came  to  Leonard  Varilla.  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  at 
his  residence  in  that  city  last  Saturday,  after 
an  illness  extending  over  a  year.  He  had 
long  suffered  from  a  complication  of  diseases, 
and  death  was  not  unexpected.  Mr.  Varilla, 
despite  his  illness,  was  able  to  attend  to  his 
duties  with  the  Jellico-Laurel  Coal  Co.  until 
about  five  weeks  ago,  when  he  was  forced  to 
take  to  his  bed. 

Mr.  Varilla  was  sixty-four  years  of  age,  and 
was  a  native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  came  to 
Louisville  when  a  mere  lad,  and  had  resided 
here  continuously  since.  For  more  than  thirty 
years  Mr.  Varilla  was  prominent  in  business 
circles  in  Louisville.  Twenty  years  of  that 
time  he  spent  as  the  head  of  the  shipping 
department  for  Bamberger.  Bloom  &  Co. 
With  the  failure  of  that  concern  he  went  with 
the  Jellico-Laurel  Coal  Co.,  and  was  the  agent 
of  this  company  at  his  death.  He  also  took 
an  interest  in  politics,  and  served  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council  several  years  ago. 

In  fraternal  circles  Mr.  Varilla  always  fig¬ 
ured  prominently,  and  he  was  one  of  the  best 
known  Masons  in  Kentucky.  He  was  past 
commander  of  DeMolay  commandery  and  of 
Falls  City  lodge,  and.  in  addition,  was  an 
honorary  member  of  the  Louisville  and  Chi¬ 
cago  commanderies.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Elks,  and  had  been  honored  by  this 
organization. 

V 

We  enjoy  reading  your  paper  very  much  and 
find  it  very  interesting.  We  consider  it  a  very 
good  coal  paper  and  have  seen  none  that  we  like 
better. — H.  Leet  &  Co.,  Portsmouth,  Ohio. 
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W.  C.  Griffith  has  been  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  general  sales  agent  of  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago. 

H.  H.  Beede,  of  Beede  Bros.,  retail  coal 
dealers  at  Chadwick,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week  placing  orders  for  supplying  the  winter 
trade  of  his  firm. 

Mather  Bros.  Co.,  Richmond,  Ind.,  have  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  with  Pocahontas  coal.  The 
amount  called  for  was  two  thousand  tons. 

The  Hudson  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Chicago,  III,  to  do  a  general  whole¬ 
sale  coal  business.  The  new  company  has  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $125,000  and  is  incorporated  by  I.  S. 
Schoen,  Edward  J.  Novak  and  Otto  Kerner. 

Morton  Otis,  general  sales  agent,  Zeigler  Coal 
Co.,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Minneapolis. 
He  roports  the  outlook  for  business  in  the  north¬ 
west  very  encouraging  and  dealers  in  that  section 
are  beginning  to  feel  anxious  about  the  car 
situation. 

Edgar  T.  Welles,  of  Edwardsville,  III,  vice- 
president  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  sailed 
from  New  York  last  week  for  a  European  trip. 
Just  before  leaving  he  was  tendered  a  banquet 
and  farewell  dinner  by  the  St.  Louis  Oub  of 
his  home  town. 

Chas.  Gallagher,  of  Superior,  Wis.,  has  been 
appointed  general  superintendent  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Coal  Co.’s  properties  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior.  His  jurisdiction  extends  over  the 
Northwestern  Coal  railway  and  the  six  docks  at 
Superior  and  Duluth. 

W.  M.  Byers  has  decided  to  enter  the  coal 
business  for  himself  and  has  rented  offices  in 
the  Conover  building,  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  was 
formerly  in  the  retail  business  at  Dayton,  but  for 
the  past  two  years  has  been  district  sales  agent 
for  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
He  resigned  this  position  a  short  time  ago  to  get 
started  in  business  for  himself. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Kentucky  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  Freeport,  III,  were  the  guests  of 
Robert  Clark,  general  manager  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  on  the  evening  of  August  twenty-second 
at  a  dinner  given  in  honor  of  Charles  A. 
Baker,  president,  and  John  Mulford,  manager 
of  the  company. 

The  quarterly  report  of  W.  D.  Ryan,  of  Spring- 
field,  III,  state  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,,  shows  that 
the  million  dollar  defense  fund  of  the  Illinpis 
miners  was  cut  in  half  as  a  result  of  the  strike 
last  spring.  At  the  beginning  of  the  strike  the 
union  had  in  its  treasury  $1,087,426.11  while  at 
the  end  of  the  period  covered  by  the  report  they 
only  had  left  $,501,500.28.  Four  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-nine 
dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents  is  charged  to  the  one 
item  of  relief  and  aid  during  the  strike. 

The  Chenoa  coal  mining  property  near 
Bloomington,  III,  which  has  been  the  subject 
of  various  forms  of  litigation  the  past  few 
years,  has  had  a  few  chapters  added  to  its_  his¬ 
tory.  The  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  of  Chicago 
transferred  the  Chenoa  mine  to  the  Easterly 
Coal  Co.  for  one  dollar.  John  Hess,  who  was 
interested  in  the  company  as  an  officer,  trans¬ 
ferred  his  interest  to  the  Easterly  company  for 
one  dollar.  The  Easterly  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
then  filed  a  trust  deed  for  the  property  in  ques¬ 
tion  to  the  Hibernian  Banking  Association  of 
Chicago  to  secure  a  loan  of  $30,000. 


The  Allegheny  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Marion,  III,  by  Sam  T.  Brush, 
John  Colp  and  C.  A.  Gent,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  .$400,000.  This  new  company  has  been 
organized  to  purchase  and  ultimately  develop 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Williamson  county.  It  is  not  expected  that 
much  if  any  work  will  be  undertaken  this  year, 
but  that  one  or  more  shafts  will  be  sunk  and 
the  mine  fully  equipped  with  tipple  and  other 
machinery  early  in  the  summer  of  1907,  by 
which  time  it  is  expected  that  the  property 
will  be  reached  by  the  new  Eldorado,  Marion 
&  Southwestern  railway. 

The  Waldensia  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  in  Tennessee  to  operate  coal  mines 
upon  five  thousand  acres  of  fine  coal  lands  in 
the  eastern  part  of  that  state.  The  officers  of 
the  company  are  W.  E.  Cassady,  president ;  H.  C. 
Thompson,  vice-president  and  general  manager, 
and  R.  W.  Jackson,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  property  of  the  company  represents  an  outlay 
of  $380,000  spent  by  six  milionaire  capitalists 
of  Chicago  several  years  ago  in  development,  but 
as  it  was  not  operated  as  successfully  as  the 
Chicago  investors  desired  it  was  put  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  after  the  death  of  Henry  Weaver,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  who  was  general  manager. 

Nearly  every  day  for  the  past  year  some  Chi¬ 
cago  firm  has  called  up  The  Black  Diamond 
office  inquiring  where  they  could  secure  a  sales¬ 
man,  stenographer,  car  clerk  or  some  other  class 
of  help.  In  most  cases  we  were  able  to  place 
these  firms  in  touch  with  people  desiring  posi¬ 
tions,  but  in  quite  a  number  of  instances  we  were 
unable  to  do  so  as  no  effort  had  ever  been  made 
to  systematize  the  work  of  registering  men  who 
were  seeking  employment.  The  new  department 
which  has  just  been  organized  by  The  Black 
Diamond  will  facilitate  the  bringing  together  of 
employer  and  employe  and  this  convenience  will 
undoubtedly  be  greatly  appreciated  in  all  branches 
of  the  trade. 

The  Eldorado,  Marion  &  Southwestern  rail¬ 
way  is  a  coal  road  upon  which  the  active  work 
of  construction  is  being  rapidly  pushed.  The 
first  section  to  be  built  will  run  from  Marion, 
III,  to  Pittsburg,  III,  and  thence  through  the 
properties  of  the  Colp  Coal  Co.  to  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  recently  organized  Allegheny  Coal 
Co.,  from  which  it  will  eventually  be  extended 
to  an  Illinois  Central  connection  at  Eldorado, 
III,  or  some  other  convenient  point.  The  first 
section  will  be  about  seven  miles  in  length, 
upon  one-half  of  which  the  grading  is  already 
completed  and  the  grading  of  the  balance  will 
be  finished  within  a  few  weeks.  The  materials 
for  the  construction  of  the  track  have  already 
been  purdiased  and  also  one  locomotive  and  a 
supply  of  flat  cars. 

From  time  to  time  members  of  the  North¬ 
western  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  have 
urged  that  the  association  should  take  up  the 
matter  of  credits  and  collections,  providing 
some  adequate  organization  and  method  for 
the  protection  of  members  from  deadbeats 
and  for  the  collection  of  accounts  of  a  dubious 
character.  While  the  association  would  have 
liked  to  take  up  this  line  of  work  in  behalf 
of  the  trade  it  was  not  deemed  wise  to  do  so 
because  of  the  liability  of  running  into  legal 
complications.  G.  H.  Reeves,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  secretary  of  the  association,  has,  how¬ 
ever,  been  influential  in  the  organization  of  a 
company  to  be  known  as  the  Commercial 
Credit  Co.,  which  will  lake  up  such  matters 
upon  its  own  responsibility,  the  intention  being 
to  make  a  specialty  of  coal  collections  and  re¬ 


porting.  The  plan  is  for  this  company  to  se¬ 
cure  subscriptions  of  dealers  and  to  take  the 
delinquent  accounts  of  subscribers  for  collec¬ 
tion.  At  stated  intervals  lists  of  those  who 
are  found  to  be  “slow  pay”  are  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  with  desirable  data  concerning  each, 
and  these  reports  furnished  to  each  subscriber. 
The  subscription  price  for  these  reports  will 
be  twelve  dollars  per  annum,  an  additional 
charge,  of  course,  being  made  where  the  com¬ 
pany  undertakes  to  make  collections.  The 
plan  is  now  being  worked  out  at  Minneapolis, 
but  will  be  extended  to  other  cities  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  For  the  present  the  headquar¬ 
ters  of  the  company  will  be  1001  Lumber  Ex¬ 
change,  Minneapolis. 

.4.  B.  Wilson,  a  coal  operator  of  West  Virginia, 
has  been  elected  president  of  the  Capitol  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  several 
days  ago  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  offices 
of  the  new  company  will  be  in  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  Savings  and  Trust  building,  Colum¬ 
bus.  C.  S.  Binns,  who  for  several  years  has 
been  sales  manager  of  the  Columbus  &  Hocking 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  will  he  vice-president  in  charge 
of  sales.  Mr.  Binns  retires  today  from  his  pres¬ 
ent  position  to  take  up  his  duties  with  the  new 
company.  Mr.  Binns  has  been  in  the  coal  trade 
in  Columbus  since  1891,  and  is  known  all  over 
the  state.  E.  D.  Carr,  formerly  of  Bellefontainc, 
Ohio,  who  has  been  at  the  head  of  the  traveling 
representatives  of  the  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.,  will  be  appointed  to  the  place  in  that 
company  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Binns. 

The  Colp  Coal  Co.  is  rapidly  pushing  work 
for  the  development  of  its  valuable  tract  of 
coal  land  adjacent  to  the  new  town  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Ill.  Its  first  shaft  is  located  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  town  and  will  be  reached 
within  the  next  ninety  days  by  the  new  line 
of  the  Eldorado.  Marion  &  Southwestern  rail¬ 
way,  which  will  be  completed  in  time  for  use 
in  transporting  the  heavier  machinery  to  the 
mine.  During  the  last  few  days  the  contract 
for  a  modern  steel  coal  tipple  has  been  let  by 
the  Colp  Coal  Co.  to  the  Wisconsin  Bridge  & 
Iron  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  the  con¬ 
tract  for  a  full  shaker  screen  equipment  to 
the  Eagle  Iron  Works  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
It  is  understood  that  the  other  machinery  con¬ 
tracts,  including  those  for  boilers  and  engines 
have  not  yet  been  placed.  The  equipment  to 
be  installed  this  fall  and  winter  is  designed  to 
have  a  hoisting  capacity  of  from  two  thousand 
lo  twenty-five  hundred  tons  daily. 

Much  interest  and  considerable  concern  was 
created  this  week  among  coal  operators  ship¬ 
ping  to  this  market  by  the  announcement  that 
on  Wednesday,  Auppist  twentv-ninth.  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  and  the  Chica.go,  4Tilwaukce  & 
St.  Paul  railways  would  withdraw  from  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  switching  agreement  and  would  there¬ 
after  make  a  charge  of  forty  cents  a  ton  for 
switching  coal  from  their  lines  to  points  upon 
other  lines  inside  the  Outer  Belt  railwav  of 
Chicago.  This  action  has  been  threatened  for 
some  time,  hut  has  been  so  long  delayed  that 
many  had  supposed  the.  plan  was  abandoned.  In 
view  of  the  strong  protest  against  the  insufficient 
notice  given  the  action  has  been  reconsidered 
so  far  as  regards  the  date  for  putting  it  into 
effect.  It  is  now  stated  that  the  existing  recipro¬ 
cal  acreeincnt  will  be  abrocated  on  September 
thirtieth.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  reported 
fixing  of  a  switching  charge  for  the  future  at 
forty  cents  per  ton  is  without  basis  in  fact,  and 
that  the  revised  tariff  has  not  yet  been  adopted, 
or  even  decided  upon. 
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In  this  week’s  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond  we  publish  the  first  of  a 
series  of  occasional  “Talks  in  the  Field  of  the  Retailer,”  by  The  Weigh- 
MASTER.  Ihis  official,  skilled  in  the  accurate  weighing  of  things  physical, 
IS  also  the  possessor  of  a  sort  of  scale  specially  adapted  for  weighing  the 
ideas,  methods,  needs  and  complaints  of  retailers,  and  from  time  to  time  he 
will  publish  the  results  of  these  weighings  for  the  benefit  of  others. 

Francis  Feehan,  Pittsburg  district  president  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  writing  in  attempted  defense  of  the  sympathetic  strike 
in  the  Charleroi  mines,  aimed  at  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  says; 
"Our  organization  does  not  discriminate  against  non-union  men.”  The  blood 
of  slain  and  the  deformed  limbs  of  living  non-union  miners  cry  out  against 
such  brazen  assertions,  as  do  such  occurrences  as  the  supplemental  strike  at 
Moore’s  Run,  ordered  because  the  operators  refuse  to  discharge  men  who 
stood  by  them  during  the  strike. 

‘About  the  best  and  most  plausible  method  for  securing  an  adequate 
supply  of  freight  cars,”  says  an  editorial  in  a  West  Virginia  newspaper. 


“would  be  to  pass  laws  compelling  all  railroad  companies  to  furnish  oper¬ 
ators,  upon  three  days’  notice,  all  the  cars  their  output  demands,  and  in  order 
that  the  railway  companies  may  be  able  to  do  this,  stipulate  in  the  law  that 
they  be  given  three  years  from  the  passage  of  the  law  in  which  to  increase 
their  rolling  stock.  The  railroads  could  well  afford  to  make  this  increase, 
and  it  would  be  better  for  all  concerned  as  it  would  give  the  operators  and 
others  who  use  the  railroads  a  chance  to  work  their  operations  to  their 
fullest  capacity.  There  is  one  thing  sure,  if  such  a  law  was  enacted,  there 
would  not  be  so  many  coke  ovens  idle  in  this  state.” 

I'rom  a  purely  practical  point  of  view  this  may  be  a  hair-brained  idea, 
hut  it  will  strike  a  sympathetic  chord  with  many  an  operator  who  is  regu¬ 
larly  exasperated  and  made  to  suffer  by  the  annual  car-shortage  which  is 
as  unfailing  as  the  other  autumn  frosts. 


Short  Weight  Shipments. 

Probably  no  other  subject  has  received  as  much  earnest  and  serious 
consideration  among  retail  coal  dealers  during  the  last  few  months  as  that  of 
short  weight  shipments.  This  is  an  evil  of  long  standing,  but  in  the 
past  it  has  for  the  most  part  either  been  borne  in  silence  or  has  been 
resented  at  times  and  places  so  remote  as  to  make  the  protests  entirely  in¬ 
effectual.  Of  late,  however,  the  feeling  has  rapidly’  grown  in  strength 
that  this  is  a  source  of  annoyance  and  loss  which  can  be  and  must  be  abated. 
The  growth  of  this  sentiment  seems  to  have  taken  place  spontaneously  and 
without  being  stimulated  from  any  central  source,  so  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  country  local,  state  and  interstate  associations  have  taken  the  subject 
up  for  consideration,  and  then  through  committees  or  other  executive  boards 
have  undertaken  to  solve  the  problems  involved. 

Oftentimes  when  parties  having  adverse  interests  attempt  to  settle 
their  difficulties,  trouble  arises  at  the  very  start  from  the  inability  to  find 
any  common  ground  upon  which  they  could  agree  to  stand.  Any  statement 
of  the  case  which  appears  just  to  one  side  seems  to  work  injustice  to  the 
other  side,  and  the  attempt  at  settlement  fails  because  of  the  inability  to 
solve  this  fundamental  problem,  long  before  the  questions  of  detail  or  method 
are  reached. 

This  difficulty  does  not  seem  to  exist  as  regards  the  question  of  avoiding 
short  weight  shipments.  It  is  entirely  possible  to  state,,  plainly  and  clearly, 
the  end  to  be  sought  and  to  state  it  in  such  a  way  that  none  of  the  parties 
concerned  can  offer  any  objection  thereto,  provided  they  are  fairminded  and 
free  from  any  desire  to  overreach  the  others.  This  problem  will  never 
be  settled  right,  and  hence  stay  settled,  except  by  full  regard  to  three  fun¬ 
damental  principles ;  first,  the  retailer  must  receive  all  the  coal  that  he 
pays  for,  and  pay  freight  upon,  but  no  more;  second,  the  railroad  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  all  the  coal  which  it  receives  from  the  operator  and  must  accept  the 
consequences  of  this  responsibility  by  either  delivering  the  full  amount  or  by- 
making  good  any  loss  occurring  while  the  coal  is  in  its  custody,  but 
should  receive  full  tariff  for  carrying  all  which  it  delivers;  third,  the 
operator  must  load  as  much  as  he  bills,  but  he  should  be  paid  for  all  that 
he  loads. 

The  three  parties  at  interest  are  alike  in  this,  that  each  has  certain 
responsibilities  and  certain  rights,  as  set  forth.  But  neither  the  duties 
nor  the  opportunities  of  the  three  are  equal  when  it  comes  to  arriving  at  a 
revision  of  the  present  practices  and  the  insuring  of  equal  justice  to  all. 
Both  the  operators  and  the  retailers  want  to  have  these  constant  troubles 
over  short-weight  shipments  brought  to  an  end,  and  have  repeatedly  urged 
decisive  action.  They  are  always  the  complainants.  But  the  railroads  hold 
the  key  to  the  situation.  As  long  as  they  dodge  the  issue,  the  evil  will 
continue,  unless  it  is  settled  over  their  heads  by  legislation,  for,  this  alter¬ 
native  apart,  their  dictum  is  final.  At  present  they  occupy  the  unenviable 
position  of  the  defendant  afraid  to  come  to  trial.  Their  inaction  may  be  due 
merely  to  neglect  or  indifference,  but  when,  out  of  twenty-seven  railroads 
invited  to  a  conference  with  the  representatives  of  the  retailers  of  the  great 
northwest,  less  than  half  a  dozen  respond,  and  they  quibble  over  side 
issues,  the  less  favorable  inference  is  certainly  suggested,  and  that  strongly. 

For  the  whole  burden  of  suspicion  rests  upon  the  railways.  Whether 
the  operator  loads  a  certain  amount  of  coal,  and  whether  the  retailer 
receives  the  same  amount — these  are  simple  matters  of  weighing.  But 
the  care  and  protection  of  that  coal  during  the  many  days  and  over  the  many 
miles  of  road  while  it  is  in  transit — that  rails  upon  the  railway.  If  a 
shortage  occurs,  it  is  upon  the  railway  that  suspicion  falls,  either  of  direct 
appropriation  of  the  property  of  others  or  of  shutting  its  eyes  to  the 
spoiliation  of  property  for  which  it  is  or  should  be  responsible. 

The  innocent  man  under  suspicion  courts  investigation  as  the  way  to 
vindication  and  the  man  of  character  who  finds  himself  in  a  false  position, 
moves  heaven  and  earth,  if  need  be,  to  clear  himself.  So  long  as  the  railways 
quibble  and  dodge,  they  invite  the  aspersions  cast  upon  them,  and  should 
take  the  initiative  instead  of  having  to  be  either  importuned  or  threatened 
by  the  suffering  coal  men. 
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International  Council  of 
Coal  Merchants. 

Pursuant  to  the  by-laws  and  call  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  International  Council  of 
Coal  Merchants,  the  regular  annual  special 
meeting  of  the  council  will  be  held  at  the  Hotel 
Henry,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  on  Wednesday,  Septem¬ 
ber  twelfth,  1906,  at  ten  o’clock  a.  m.,  for  the 
election  of  officers  and  directors,  and  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  all  business  appertaining  to  the 
interests  of  the  corporation  which  may  lawfully 
come  before  it. 

This  is  the  regular  annual  special  meeting  of 
the  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 
provided  for  in  Article  III,  Section  2  of  the 
by-laws,  and  is  held  one  week  prior  to  the 
regular  annual  meeting  at  Chicago,  Ill.  The 
object  of  the  Pittsburg  meeting  is  to  transact 
all  business  of  the  council,  and  to  elect  officers 
subject  to  ratification  by  proxies  at  Chicago  on 
September  seventeenth,  1906. 

The  Pittsburg  meeting,  therefore,  becomes 
the  most  important  council  meeting  of  the 
year,  while  the  Chicago  meeting  will  be  a 
formal  meeting  held  by  proxy  to  comply  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  the  charter 
state  of  the  council,  'which  provide  that  the 
election  of  officers  shall  take  place  at  the  Chi¬ 
cago  office  of  this  corporation.  The  meeting 
will  probably  remain  in  session  for  two  days, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  September  twelfth 
and  thirteenth. 

Each  association  or  exchange  affiliated  with 
the  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants  is 
entitled  to  send  one  representative  member  for 
each  five  hundred  members  or  fraction  thereof 
represented,  provided,  however,  that  each  as¬ 


sociation  or  exchange  shall  be  entitled  to  at 
least  one  representative  member. 

Associations  which  have  not  affiliated  with 
the  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 
are  cordially  invited  to  send  delegates  on  the 
same  basis  of  representation. 

Each  representative  member  will  be  entitled 
to  one  vote  on  any  question,  either  in  person 
or  by  written  proxy.  All  representatives,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  council  or  delegates,  should  bear 
credentials  showing  their  lawful  appointment 
as  representative  members  or  delegates. 

^Iew  JInthracite  Company  in 
Chicago. 

The  New  Independent  Fuel  Co.  is  the  latest  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  ranks  of  the  anthracite  selling  com¬ 
panies  in  Chicago.  The  dock  property  formerly 
occupied  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal.  Co.  on  the 
north  branch  of  the  Chicago  river  at  Clybourn 
place  has  been  secured  by  the  new  concern,  and 
two  vessels,  the  H.  R.  James  and  the  Rutland, 
were  unloaded  this  week.  The  Scranton  Coal 
Co.’s  celebrated  Scranton  coal  will  be  the  an¬ 
thracite  handled  at  the  dock  and  a  complete  line 
of  bituminous  coals  will  be  carried  in  addition. 
J.  R.  Veitch  well  known  in  railroad  circles,  is 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  new  company, 
F.  G.  Tebo,  vice-president  and  general  manager, 
and  James  R.  Turner  is  general  sales  agent. 
Mr.  Tebo  will  have  direct  supervision  of  the  dock 
and  yards  and  the  car  sales  department  will  be 
in  charge  of  Mr.  Turner.  The  general  offices  of 
the  company  will  be  located  on  the  sixth  floor  of 
the  Fisher  building,  Chicago.  ■ 


Progress  of  Deepwater  £r  Tide* 
Water  Railway. 

Raymond  Dupuy,  general  manager  of  the 
Deepwater  &  Tidewater,  the  railroad  which  is 
being  built  through  the  coal  fields  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  without  bonds  or  land  contributions, 
and  which  is  expected  to  supply  New  England 
with  cheaper  fuel  through  a  connecting  line 
of  boats,  says : 

“Progress  on  the  Deepwater  &  Tidewater 
is  entirely  satisfactory,  and  if  the  labor  prob¬ 
lem  does  not  interfere  further  than  it  has, 
we  can  have  trains  operating  over  the  line 
from  end  to  end  by  January,  1908.  This  does 
not  mean  piece-meal  operations,  but  work  on 
an  extensive  scale,  for  there  will  be  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  tons  of  coal  ready  for  ship¬ 
ment.  Every  mile  of  the  448  proposed  to  be 
built,  every  bridge  on  the  entire  line  and 
every  tunnel  are  under  contract;  it  is  now  a 
matter  of  construction,  not  of  mere  surveys. 
Altogether  there  are  now  about  130  miles  of 
this  road  completed,  while  out  of  the  other 
315  much  is  graded  and  ready  for  the  rails. 
On  the  Norfolk  end  sixty-four  miles  of  rail 
have  been  laid;  on  the  western  or  Deepwater 
end  sixty-five  miles  of  track  is  now  in  opera¬ 
tion. 

Eventually  the  road  will  reach  the  Ohio 
river  at  or  near  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  to  which 
point  Joseph  Ramsey  and  his  associates  are 
now  building  their  Lorain,  Ashland  &  Southern 
from  Lorain  on  Lake  Erie.  In  connection 
with  the  Ramsey  road  the  Deepwater  &  Tide¬ 
water  has  a  possible  outlet  to  Lake  Erie  from 
its  vast  coal  fields,  in  addition  to  its  own  line 
to  Norfolk. 
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A  SERIOUS  CAR  SHORTAGE  IS  EXPECTED  THIS  FALL.  'WHICH  OPERATOR  IS  GOING  TO  GET  THE  MOST  CARS? 
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Product  Coke  Ovens* 
II;  The  Present  Era 

By  Edwin  A.  Moore. 


In  taking  up  what  we  have  elected  to  group 
under  the  present  era  in  the  installation  and 
use  of  by-product  coke  ovens  we  shall  en¬ 
deavor  to  present  the  reasons  for  calling  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  metallurgical  and  gas  manufac¬ 
turing  departments.  It  is  frequently  charged 
by  the  blast  furnace  and  foundry  men  that  coke 
made  in  by-product  ovens  is  inferior  because  of 
the  utilization  of  the  by-products,  and  the  gas 
man  charges  that  it  is  too  expensive  a  method 
of  obtaining  gas,  and  furthermore  that  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  gas  is  not  comparable  with  the  ad¬ 
vanced  methods  of  gas  manufacture,  because  the 
character  of  the  coal  Uit^d  is  not  suited  for 
gas  manufacture  on  account  of  the  necessity  for 
using  such  coal  as  will  produce  coke  of  suitable 
structure  for  blast  furnace,  foundry,  or  other 
needs. 

To  show  the  utter  erroneousness  of  such 
charges,  though  we  do  not  question  the  good 
faith  in  which  they  are  made — they  simply  re¬ 
sult  from  a  misconception  of  the  facts,  due 
principally  to  lack  of  knowledge — we  shall 
briefly  outline  the  complete  arrangement  and  op¬ 
eration  of  a  plant,  showing  the  distinct  line  of 
demarcation  between  the  actual  manufacture  of 
coke  and  the  treatment  of  the  gas  and  by¬ 
products. 

Arrangement  of  the  Camden  Plant. 

The  illustration  on  the  opposite  page  shows 
the  general  arrangement  of  a  plant  of  one 
hundred  coke  ovens  which  has  been  installed 
at  Camden,  N.  J.  Coal  is  received  by  either 
boat  or  rail.  On  the  drawing  is  indicated 
the  coal-storage  pile  from  which  coal  is  taken 
in  the  event  of  an  emergency  preventing  them 
from  getting  the  regular  daily  supply  for 
keeping  the  elevated  coal  bin  filled  for  the  regular 
continuous  operation  of  the  plant.  A  plant  of 
one  hundred  ovens  is  usually  divided  into  two 
batteries  of  fifty  ovens  each.  The  batteries  and 
platforms  upon  which  the  coke  is  pushed  are 
shown  on  this  drawing  and  lettered  A  and  B, 
respectively ;  the  mechanical  pushers  for  dis¬ 
charging  the  coke  are  lettered  O ;  the  building 
containing  the  condensing  apparatus  and  equip¬ 
ment  is  lettered  F ;  the  power  house  is  marked 
G,  having  arranged  therein  an  electrical  power 
equipment  for  generating  the  current  for  the 
entire  plant  and  lighting  system ;  the  ammonia 
house  is  marked  H,  and  is  equipped  with  a  com¬ 
plete  system  for  the  recovery  of  the  ammonia 
which  has  beeen  given  up  into  the  ammoniacal 
liquor  during  the  condensing  process ;  the  large 
tank  for  the  storage  of  tar  from  sixty  to 
ninety  days  is  marked  K;  X  is  the  auxiliary  gas 
holder,  or,  practically  speaking,  the  governor  for 
the  fuel  supply  to  the  ovens ;  tanks  marked  L 
are  for  the  storage  of  ammoniacal  liquor;  Y 
indicates  the  laboratory;  J  the  benzol  house, 
containing  the  equipment  for  the  recovery  of  the 
benzol ;  and  R  the  general  offices.  The  space 
occupied  by  the  plant  as  indicated  is  approxi¬ 
mately  500  by  1,000  feet. 

Contrast  Between  the  Old  and  New. 

The  contrast  between  the  older  method  of 
arranging  a  plant,  where  the  coke  is  pushed  on 
to  platforms  and  handled  into  cars  purely  by 
hand  labor,  and  the  later  improved  methods 
which  have  been  adopted  and  put  into  use  in 
connection  with  some  of  the  more  recent  plants 
is  very  marked.  The  advantages  of  the  labor- 
saving  devices  become  instantly  apparent.  In  the 
former  plant  the  coal  is  taken  from  the  supply 
bin  and  discharged  into  the  ovens  by  the  use 
of^  a  charging  larry,  arranged  with  spouts  cov¬ 
ering  each  charging  hole  as  shown.  It  was 
formerly  the  custom  to  mount  above  the  ovens  a 
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substantial  bridge  structure,  spanning  entirely 
each  oven  battery,  while  in  the  later  plants  the 
bridge  is  dispensed  with  and  the  oven  battery 
itself  is  utilized  by  having  mounted  thereon  suit¬ 
able  steel  or  cast-iron  girders,  with  track  facili¬ 
ties  for  conveying  the  larry  from  oven  to  oven 
as  desired.  The  method  of  unloading  the  coal 
from  cars  or  boat,  as  the  case  may  be,  has  been 
materially  simplified  and  the  supply  bin  is,  we 
believe,  arranged  to  better  advantage  by  locating 
the  same  between  the  batteries  instead  of  arrang¬ 
ing  them  at  the  end  of  two  or  more  batteries. 

'1  he  substructure  supporting  the  ovens  has  been 
materially  improved  by  mounting  the  ovens 
proper  upon  steel  beam-work  arranged  upon  three 
longitudinal  walls  of  concrete  construction  as 
shown.  The  regenerators  have  been  placed  in 
substantially  the  same  position  as  heretofore  with 
reference  to  the  oven  arrangement,  but  the  seri¬ 
ous  objection  of  having  them  perform,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  regenerative  service,  the  fimction  of  a 
main  support  to  the  ovens  proper,  has  been 
eliminated.  The  contraction  and  expansion  con¬ 
stantly  going  on  in  the  oven  brick-work  as  well 
as  the  regenerators  make  the  advantages  of  this 
feature  very  apparent.  The  pushing  device  for 
discharging  the  ovens  is  substantially  the  same 
as  has  been  in  vogue  for  years,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  in  order  to  increase  the  output,  due 
niaterially  to  the  more  rapid  coking  in  the  ovens, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  to  vastly  strengthen 
all  of  the  parts. 

Another  material  improvement  which  has  been 
of  great  service  in  maintaining  the  uniformity  of 
charge,  _  insuring  practically  the  same  amount  of 
coal  being  supplied  to  each  oven,  has  been  the 
mechanical  leveling  device,  which  is  mounted 
upon  the  pusher  and  operated  by  the  same  at¬ 
tendant. 

The  Mechanical  Door-Hoisting  Device. 

In  combination  therewith  is  a  further  labor- 
saving  arrangement,  on  the  more  recent  plants, 
consisting  of  a  door-hoisting  device  so  ar¬ 
ranged  as  to  be  operated  also  by  the  pusher- 
man.  This  is  a  very  simple  and  inexpensive 
contrivance,  and  very  effective  both  as  to  minim¬ 
izing  time  and  reducing  the  expense  of  labor  and 
repairs.  The  method  of  handling  the  doors  in 
vogue  prior  to  the  past  few  years  has  been  to 
operate  them  by  a  hand-winch  arranged  on  tracks 
running  longitudinally  with  the  ovens,  and  re¬ 
quiring  generally  the  services  of  two  men  to 
each  side  of  the  battery,  because  the  doors  on 
the  ovens  are  handled  practically  simultaneously. 
The  sequence  of  each  of  these  devices  makes  the 
arrangement  such  that  there  is  ample  time  for  the 
performance  of  each  function.  When  the  doors 
are  removed  from  an  oven,  which  is  only  done 
when  it  is  ready  to  be  pushed,  the  pusher-ram 
discharges  the  oven  on  to  a  coke  platform,  while 
in  the  other  arrangement  it  is  discharged  into  a 
coke-quenching  machine,  which  is  a  device  made 
large  enough  to  receive  the  entire  charge  of  the 
oven  practically  unbroken. 

The  general  arrangement  of  the  machine  is 
such  as  to  permit  its  being  operated  similarly  in 
its  travel  from  end  to  end  of  the  oven  batteries 
to  the  coke-pushing  machine,  and  if  follows  that 
when  the  oven  is  to  be  pushed  the  pusher  must 
be  ready  at  the  oven  simultaneously  with  the 
quenching  machine.  When  the  oven  is  pushed 
the  doors  of  the  quenching  machine  are  closed 
and  the  quenching  process  is  proceeded  with  by 
an  arrangement  of  a  water-supply  trench  in  com¬ 
bination  with  a  motor-driven  rotary  pump  which 
discharges  the  water  into  the  cast-iron  water- 
jacketed  box  in  which  the  coke  has  been  placed, 
and  this  in  turn  overflows  throughout  the  entire 
length  of  the  box  at  an  elevation  higher  than 
the  top  of  the  coke,  causing  the  same  to  be  in¬ 
stantaneously  deluged  with  the  quantity  of  water 


which  is  found  to  be  sufficient  for  the  quench¬ 
ing  needs  of  the  coke  charged.  In  addition  to 
the  water  being  supplied  through  the  water- 
jacketed  sections  the  cast-iron  box  is  prevented 
from  cracking  and  is  constantly  kept  supplied 
with  fresh  cold  water.  After  the  coke  is 
quenched  it  is  discharged  into  the  cars  which 
are  immediately  available  on  the  coke-loading 
tracks,  either  by  spreading  it  into  several  cars 
or  into  a  single  car,  at  the  option  of  the  operator, 
for  he  has  entire  control  of  the  traction  travelers, 
as  well  as  control  of  the  movable  bottom 
arranged  in  combination  with  the  machine  which 
discharges  the  coke  into  the  car.  The  advan¬ 
tages  of  this  machine  with  reference  to  the  time 
element  as  well  as  in  labor  economy  are  so  readily 
apparent  as  to  require  no  further  comment. 

Coking  and  By-Product  Equipments  Distinct. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  that  all  of  the  essentials 
are  embodied  in  this  arrangement  for  the  com¬ 
plete  production  of  coke,  irrespective  of  the  by¬ 
product  installation  of  the  plant,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception,  of  course,  of  the  gas  required  for  heat¬ 
ing  the  ovens.  This  heat  is  indirectly  applied, 
as  previously  explained  in  describing  the  rotation 
of  the  heating  process.  It  only  remains  for  you 
to  realize  that  the  difference  between  the  ordinary 
b.eehive  method  and  the  by-product  method,  so- 
called,  consists  in  the  fact  that  in  the  beehive 
process  the  heat  is  supplied  by  the  combustion 
and  partial  consumption  of  the  coal  bed  itself 
during  the  coking  period,  the  air  of  combustion 
being  admitted  through  the  single  door  provided 
for  withdrawing  the  coke.  The  only  other  point 
of  difference  existing  is  where  the  gas  is  released 
from  the  oven.  In  the  case  of  the  beehive  oven 
it  passes  through  the  charging  hole  in  the  top 
of  the  oven  and  out  to  the  atmosphere.  This 
practice  would  be  maintained  in  the  by-product 
oven  simply  by  removing  the  standpipes  connect¬ 
ing  each  oven  with  the  collecting  mains  hereto¬ 
fore  referred  to,  or,  more  simply  still,  by  closing 
the  valve  connecting  the  same  and  removing  the 
lid  at  the  top  of  the  standpipe  connection,  thus 
permittting  the  gas  in  the  same  manner  to  pass 
off  into  the  atmosphere  to  be  wasted,  and  what 
this  waste  means  will  be  shown  later  in  actual 
figures. 

A  coke-producing  plant  of  this  type  is  there¬ 
fore  absolutely  independent  of  any  by-product 
equipment.  Indeed,  there  have  been  installed  at 
various  periods  in  Europe  plants  of  this  type, 
so  arranged  that  the  gas  is  immediately  con¬ 
sumed  when  evolved  from  the  coal  by  being  taken 
into  the  flues  and  burned  on  its  passage  down¬ 
ward  from  the  ovens,  thus  eliminating  all  expense 
whatsoever  of  the  by-product  end  of  the  plant. 
The  error  of  this  arrangement,  however,  has 
proved  itself  to  be  very  disastrous  from  a  finan¬ 
cial  point  of  view,  and  it  is  not  considered  in 
connection  with  plants  installed  in  recent  years, 
although  the  non-by-product  method,  in  contrast 
with  beehive  coke,  possesses  all  the  advantages 
from  a  labor-saving  point  of  view  which  have 
been  pointed  out,  besides  an  increased  output 
of  coke  per  ton  of  coal  used. 

Separation  and  Treatment  of  the  Gas. 

The  gas  passing  from  the  coal  being  converted 
into  coke  is  worth  from  eighty  cents  to  one  dollar 
or  more  per  ton  when  properly  treated  and 
separated.  When  the  gas  is  properly  utilized  it 
is  convertible  into  heat,  which  represents  work, 
or  other  uses  of  high  commercial  value,  and  it  is 
not  sane  judgment  to  permit  the  passage  into 
the  atmosphere  of  such  an  enormous  volume  of 
excellent  revenue-producing  material,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  disadvantages  incident  to  the  con¬ 
tamination  of  the  atmosphere,  the  destructive  in¬ 
fluences  upon  surrounding  vegetation,  and  the 
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unhealthy  condition  created  throughout  the  com¬ 
munity  at  large.  Attention,  therefore,  is  invited 
to  a  description  of  the  means  employed  for  the 
treatment  of  the  gas  conveyed  through  the  mains 
upon  the  tops  of  the  oven  batteries  from  the 
coal  carbonized. 

A  complete  plant,  installed  in  connection  with 
the  coke  ovens  built  by  the  Lackawanna  Steel 
Co.,  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  condensed  under  one  roof 
with  equipment  sufficient  for  the  handling  of 
forty  million  feet  of  gas  per  day,  will  serve  to 
demonstrate  to  the  gas  manufacturing  depart¬ 
ment  the  applicability  of  this  feature  of  the  by¬ 
product  coke  oven  industry.  A  large  gas  con¬ 
veying  main,  running  longitudinally  with  the 
main  building,  carries  the  gas  supply  from  the 
ovens  to  the  condensing  house. 

The  first  series  of  apparatus  for  the  treatment 
of  the  gas  are  patented  air  and  water  coolers, 
the  function  of  which  is  to  regularly  reduce  the 
temperature  of  the  gas,  without  shock  from  too 
rapid  chilling,  from  the  inlet  temperature,  which 
is  probably  from  300°  to  150°  F.  This  is  effectu¬ 
ally  produced  by  water  spray  applied  at  the  top 
of  each  section  and  permitted  to  flow  in  thin 
sheets  on  the  outside  and  down  both  sides  of 
the  rectangular  sections,  passing  from  one  to  the 
other  in  contra  direction  to  the  gas.  The  water 
being  exposed  to  the  air  gives  off  the  heat  in  its 
passage  down  and  over  the  surface,  and  thereby 


reduces  to  a  great  extent  the  quantity  of  water 
required  for  the  reduction  of  the  temperature 
in  this  pass.  Furthermore,  the  uniformity  of  re¬ 
duction  is  maintained  by  increasing  or  diminish¬ 
ing  the  supply  of  water  to  an  exact  nicety  with 
the  requirements  of  each  individual  section,  and 
for  several  months  in  the  year  the  exposed  sur¬ 
face  of  the  coolers  is  alone  sufficient,  thereby 
eliminating  the  use  of  the  water  entirely.  The 
temperature  is  controlled  by  increasing  or  dimin¬ 
ishing  the  volume  of  gas  passing  through  each 
bank  of  coolers.  The  second  apparatus  is  for 
further  reduction  of  the  temperature  from  150° 
to  nominally  75°  or  80°,  and  is  a  patented  nine- 
pass  multitubular  cooler,  the  gas  passing  alter¬ 
nately  up  and  down  through  the  tubes  around 
which  water  is  circulated,  it  also  passing  alter¬ 
nately  up  and  down  but  in  opposite  direction  to 
the  flow  of  the  gas.  This  type  of  apparatus  is 
also  very  effective  because  of  the  delicacy  with 
which  the  regulation  may  be  controlled,  permit¬ 
ting  the  tarry  vapors  to  be  properly  condensed, 
thrown  down  and  removed  from  the  apparatus 
at  each  successive  stage  of  the  condensing  period. 
Effort  is  made  by  the  treatment  of  the  gas 
through  this  apparatus  to  remove  practically  all 
of  the  tar  and  lighter  oils.  This,  however,  is 
not  accomplished  to  the  extent  desired,  and  it 
has,  therefore,  by  experience  been  found  neces¬ 
sary  to  arrange  an  apparatus  in  such  series  on 
what  is  termed  the  pressure  side  of  the  house, 
to  finally  extract  the  tar.  The  foregoing  con¬ 
densing  apparatus  is  worked  in  this  system  under 
slight  suction,  the  gas  being  drawn  through  the 
supply  mains  from  the  ovens  and  through  the 
forward  apparatus  by  means  of  direct  connected 
steam  driven  rotary  exhausters.  The  regulation 


of  this  suction  is  controlled  in  such  manner  as 
to  take  the  gas  from  the  ovens  when  they  are 
operating  under  very  slight  internal  pressure.  A 
simple,  mechanical  governing  device  has  been  in¬ 
vented  and  introduced,  with  splendid  success, 
enabling  this  feature  of  the  oven  operation  to  be 
carried  out  to  good  practical  advantage. 

The  Extraction  of  Ammonia. 

From  the  exhausters  the  gas  is  discharged 
through  the  final  tar  extractors  into  the  ammonia 
scrubbing  apparatus,  which  consists  in  this  case 
of  a  series  of  triple-tower  scrubbers,  each  ap¬ 
paratus  comprising  three  distinct  towers,  com¬ 
bined  to  permit  the  gas  to  pass  upward  in  each 
case  through  an  arrangement  of  wooden  slats, 
over  which  from  top  to  bottom  is  trickled  a 
uniform  supply  of  water  or  ammoniacal  liquor, 
of  variable  strength  as  may  be  required  for  the 
proper  absorption  of  the  ammonia  from  the  gas, 
which  has  been  previously  cleansed  from  the 
heavier  tarry  substances.  Fresh  water  and 
ammoniacal  liquor  are  circulated  through  these 
scrubbers  until  the  desired  strength  is  secured, 
when  it  is  discharged  by  a  pump  into  the  ammo¬ 
niacal  storage  tanks  outside  of  the  building. 
From  these  tanks  it  is  taken  and  the  ammonia 
distilled  by  special  distilling  apparatus  which 
evaporates  the  water,  liberating  the  ammonia 


vapors,  which  are  in  turn  condensed  into  the 
form  of  concentrated  ammonia,  or  otherwise  con¬ 
verted  into  sulphate  of  ammonia.  This  plant  is 
arranged  for  the  production  of  ammonia  in 
either  form.  On  account  of  the  vast  quantities 
produced,  however,  and  the  more  advantageous 
price  to  be  obtained  for  sulphate  of  ammonia 
most  plants  are  now  manufacturing  sulphate  for 
the  general  fertilizing  market  trade. 

In  addition  to  the  extraction  of  ammonia  it 
has  recently  been  found  very  practicable  and 
profitable  to  install  scrubbing  and  other  appa¬ 
ratus  for  the  extraction  of  the  benzol  carried 
in  the  fuel  gas.  This  has  been  performed  very 
successfully  at  the  Camden  plant  during  the  past 
year,  and  advantageously  utilized  for  increasing 
the  candle  power  of  the  gas.  In  the  event  of 
it  becoming  necessary  to  utilize  surplus  gas  in 
any  locality  for  fuel  purposes  only,  a  complete 
benzol  extraction  plant  can  be  installed  at  nomi¬ 
nal  cost,  and  important  revenue  derived  from 
its  sale  for  gas  enrichment  purposes  in  lieu  of 
the  usual  enriching  oil  now  generally  used. 

_  The  establishment  of  plants  in  various  locali¬ 
ties  throughout  the  country  during  the  past  few 
years  has  been  the  means  of  demonstrating  their 
practicability  for  various  uses.  The  United  Coke 
&  Gas  Co.  installed  in  Camden  during  the  second 
period  under  consideration  a  plant  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  ovens  for  the  Public  Service  Corporation 
of  New  Jersey,  the  coke  produced  being  con¬ 
verted  into  various  sizes,  sold  almost  exclusively 
for  domestic  consumption,  and  marketed  in  the 
same  manner  as  anthracite  coal.  A  portion  of 
the  output,  ho^vever,  is  sold  for  foundry  pur¬ 
poses,  the  principal  customer  in  this  line  being 
the  Baldwin  Locomotive  Works.  The  gas  is  used 


for  illuminating  purposes,  lighting  the  cities  of 
Camden  and  Trenton  and  the  intermediate  towns 
between  Camden,  Trenton  and  Woodbury,  N.  J. 
Also  a  plant  of  two  hundred  ovens,  each  with  a 
charging  capacity  of  nine  net  tons  of  coal,  for 
the  Maryland  Steel  Co.,  Sparrows  Point,  Md., 
the  coke  made  by  these  ovens  being  used  in  the 
blast  furnaces  of  the  company  at  Sparrows  Point. 
The  surplus  gas  is  sent  to  Baltimore  where  it  is 
used  for  lighting  the  city ;  a  plant  of  fifteen 
ovens,  of  the  nine-ton  charging  capacity,  at 
Wyandotte,  Mich.,  for  the  Michigan  Alkali  Co., 
the  coke  being  used  in  the  lime-kilns  required 
by  them  in  connection  with  their  soda  ash  works, 
and  the  surplus  gas  used  for  the  heating  of  some 
special  furnaces  in  their  process  department;  a 
plant  of  212  ovens,  with  nine-ton  charging 
capacity,  for  the  Sharon  Coke  Co.,  Sharon,  Pa., 
the  coke  being  used  for  the  blast  furnaces  located 
upon  the  same  property,  and  the  gas  being 
utilized  for  heating  purposes  in  the  various  mills, 
being  a  part  of  the  combined  plant;  a  plant  of 
fifty  ovens  of  seven-ton  capacity  each  for  the 
Zenith  Furnace  Co.,  Duluth,  Minn.,  the  coke  be¬ 
ing  used  in  their  furnace  immediately  adjacent 
to  the  coke  plant  and  the  gas  sold  to  the  city 
for  illuminating  purposes. 

Installations  by  the  Semet-Solvay  Co. 

During  the  same  period  the  Semet-Solvay  Co. 
has  installed  a  plant  of  forty  ovens  at  Chester, 
Pa.,  intending  to  supply  coke  to  the  Tidewater 
Steel  Co. ;  a  plant  of  eighty  ovens  at  Milwaukee, 
where  the  coke  is  used  for  domestic  and  foundry 
purposes,  and  the  gas  supplied  to  the  city ;  a 
plant  of  ninety  ovens  at  Lebanon,  in  combination 
with  the  Coleman  furnaces,  an  allied  interest  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Steel  Co.,  the  coke  being  used 
in  the  furnaces,  and  the  surplus  gas  supplied  to 
the  American  Iron  &  Steel  Manufacturing  Co. ; 
a  plant  of  thirty  ovens  at  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  the 
coke  being  sold  in  the  community  and  the  gas 
disposed  of  locally. 

Installations  of  each  of  the  United  Coke  & 
Gas  Co.’s  types  of  ovens  now  building  are:  112 
ovens,  being  the  fourth  installation,  completing 
a  plant  of  372  ovens  for  the  Cambria  Steel  Co., 
at  Johnstown,  Pa. ;  fifty  ovens  of  the  most  modern 
type  being  added  to  the  Camden  plant,  and  a 
duplication  of  the  fifteen  ovens  installed  at 
Wyandotte,  Mich.,  for  the  Michigan  Alkali  Co. 

The  Semet-Solvay  Co.  has  also  secured  con¬ 
tracts  for  120  ovens  for  the  Pennsylvania  Steel 
Co.,  at  Steelton,  Pa.,  and  has  built  a  plant  of 
120  ovens  in  the  city  of  Chicago  on  their  own 
account  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  coke 
locally,  the  gas  to  be  disposed  of,  as  reported,  to 
the  city. 

The  repeat  contracts  which  have  been  entered 
into  during  the  year  are  in  themselves  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  success  attained  by  the  previ¬ 
ously  installed  plants,  and  have  undoubtedly  been 
the  means  of  establishing  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
fidence  as  to  the  future  outcome  of  the  in¬ 
dustry  among  large  interests,  entirely  lifting  the 
plane  of  consideration  beyond  the  prejudice  of 
those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  look  upon 
the  so-called  “isolated  ventures”  as  dreams  of 
enthusiasts. 

Although  it  has  not  been  intended  as  within 
the  scope  of  this  paper  to  introduce  much  statis¬ 
tical  data  the  following  figures  will  probably  be 
of  interest  since  they  furnish  substantial  evidence 
of  the  superior  merits  and  advantages  of  by¬ 
product  ovens  over  beehive  ovens,  and  give  im¬ 
portant  informatiion  bearing  upon  the  future 
prospects  of  the  industry  in  its  various  ramifica¬ 
tions. 

Profits  in  the  By-Product  Industry. 

An  example  has  been  taken  of  an  average 
sized  plant  of  one  hundred  by-product  ovens, 
each  with  a  charging  capacity  of  714  net  tons  of 
coal,  equal  to  750  net  tons  to  be  carbonized  daily. 
Comparison  is  established  by  figures  showing  the 
net  cost  per  ton  in  ordinary  beehive  ovens  and 
in  by-product  ovens  on  the  same  basis  of  coal 
carbonized.  The  cost  of  the  coal  at  the  mines 
has  been  taken  at  one  dollar  per  net  ton  in  each 
case.  The  item  of  freight  has  been  ignored,  as 
the  freight  on  coal  is  taken  to  offset  the  freight 
on  the  coke,  although  the  average  cost  of  coke 
transportation  generally  is  higher  than  that  of 
coal,  on  account  of  the  greater  bulk  of  coke. 
By  reference  to  the  statement  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  cost  for  750  tons  of  coal  used  in  bee- 
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hive  ovens  at  one  dollar  is  $750  per  day;  the 
labor  repairs,  and  all  other  capital  charges  per 
ton  of  coal  carbonized,  taken  at  fifty  cents,  is 
$375,  making  a  total  of  $1,125.  The  coke  out¬ 
put  on  a  basis  of  sixty-five  per  cent  yield  would 
be  487^  net  tons  of  coke,  making  cost 
thereof  per  net  ton  of  coke  $2.30.  By  the 
statement  showing  results  from  the  by-product 
ovens  we  have  under  expense,  750  net  tons  of 
coal  at  one  dollar,  $750;  labor,  repairs,  and  all 
other  capital  charges  per  ton  of  coal  carbonized, 
eighty  cents,  the  capital  charge  being  materially 
increased  on  account  of  the  greater  cost  of  the 
plant,  making  six  hundred  dollars,  a  total  cost  of 
coal  and  other  expenses  $1,350.  The  credits  for 
by-product  returns,  covering  ammonia,  tar,  benzol, 
and  the  surplus  gas  sold  at  fuel  value,  aggregate 
$1,003.55,  leaving  a  balance  of  $346.45  represent¬ 
ing  the  cost  of  coke  produced,  which  in  the  case 
of  by-product  ovens  is  seventy-five  per  cent,  a 


total  of  562J4  net  tons  of  coke,  the  cost  of  which 
upon  this  basis  is  sixty-one  and  six-tenths  cents 
per  net  ton;  or,  by  substituting  twenty-five  cents 
per  thousand  cubic  feet  of  gas  sold  for  illuminat¬ 
ing  purposes  instead  of  for  fuel  purposes,  as 
credited  in  the  above  statement,  the  total  credit 
for  the  daily  output  would  be  $1,336.80,  show¬ 
ing  a  difference  between  the  combined  cost  of 
the  coal  and  labor  of  $13.20,  or  making  the 
actual  cost  per  net  ton  of  coke  two  and  thirty- 
five  one  hundredths  cents.  In  other  words,  if 
the  gas  be  sold  at  ten  cents  per  thousand  feet 
for  fuel  purposes  the  beeehive  coke  will  cost 
$1,684  more  than  the  by-product  coke,  and  if  the 
gas  is  sold  for  twenty-five  cents  per  thousand 
feet  for  illummating  purposes,  the  coke  from  bee¬ 
hive  ovens  will  cost  $2.2765  more  per  net  ton. 

The  figures  used  in  the  preparation  of  these 
statements  for  by-product  ovens  are  based  upon 
actual  results,  and  so  far  as  we  are  able  to 


learn  from  information  obtained  the  figures  given 
covering  the  labor  and  other  expenses  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  beehive  oven  results  are  conser¬ 
vative,  and  the  coke  yield  given  is  perhaps  higher 
than  is  obtained  in  the  general  practice. 

The  present  capacity  of  the  ovens  contracted 
for  under  licenses  of  the  United  Coke  &  Gas 
Co.  is  5,200,000  tons,  and  those  contracted  for 
by  the  Semet-Solvay  Co.  2,800,000  net  tons  of 
coal,  producing  in  total  6,000,000  tons  of  coke 
on  the  basis  of  seventy-five  per  cent  outfit, 
although  some  of  the  plants,  notably  that  of  the 
Cambria  Steel  Co.,  get  a  considerably  larger  yield 
on  account  of  their  low  volatile  coal.  Accept¬ 
ing  the  figures  given  in  reliable  trade  reports, 
the  entire  production  of  coke  for  the  year  1905 
was  over  26,000,000  tons;  therefore,  about 
twenty-three  per  cent  of  the  entire  quantity  of 
coke  produced  in  this  country  is  from  by-product 
ovens. 


7 he  Mashek  Fuel  Briquetting  Process  and  Machinery. 


Three  orders  which  has  recently  been  placed 
with  the  Traylor  Engineering  Co.,  of  New 
York,  for  fuel  briquetting  machinery,  to 
be  made  under  the  Mashek  patents,  and  now 
being  built  by  this  company,  are  of  great 
significance  as  indicating  that  the  difficulties 
which  have  heretofore  stood  in  the  way  of  a 
commercially  successful  expansion  of  this 
proposition  for  the  American  trade  have  been 
entirely  overcome,  and  that  the  briquetting  of 
fuel  materials  which  have  heretofore  usually 
represented  merely  waste  or  by-products  is 
now  about  to  take  its  legitimate  place  as  one 
of  the  great  and  profitable  industries  of  the 
country. 

The  three  orders  just  placed  for  the  Mashek 
machinery  are  particularly  significant,  both  be¬ 
cause  of  the  prominent  positions  of  the  buyers 
and  their  knowledge  of  this  business,  and  be¬ 
cause  this  machinery  has  been  chosen  of  every 
known  process  to  replace  the  best  known  Eu¬ 
ropean  machines  after  exhaustive  and  expen¬ 
sive  experimentation  with  every  known  process. 
The  purchasers  of  the  machines  are: 

Edward  B.  Arnold,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York  City. 

Semet-Solvay  Co.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  for  De¬ 
troit  plant. 

Montreal  Light,  Heat  &  Power  Co.,  Mon¬ 
treal,  Canada. 

Each  of  the  plants  owned  by  these  pur¬ 
chasers  represents  a  distinct  proposition  in  the 
briquetting  field.  Mr.  Edward  B.  Arnold  is  a 
large  dealer  in  coal,  with  offices  in  the  Wash¬ 
ington  building,  and  yards  at  the  foot  of 
West  Forty-eighth  street.  New  York  city. 
His  plant  is  to  briquette  anthracite  coal. 

The  Semet-Solvay  Co.’s  plant,  at  Detroit, 
Mich.,  is  one  of  several  large  plants  owned 
by  this  company  where  coke  is  made  in  Sol- 
vay  by-product  ovens  and  all  the  by-products 
made  commercially  available.  This  briquetting 
plant  is  to  produce  first-class  domestic  fuel 
from  coke  breeze. 

The  Montreal  Light,  Heat  &  Power  Co.’s 
briquetting  plant  is  to  use  the  coke  breeze 
resulting  from  gas-making  operations,  for  the 
production  of  smokeless  briquettes  for  general 
consumption. 

Mr.  Arnold’s  proposition  represents  that 
part  of  the  industry  which  has  its  basis  in  the 
fact  that  at  the  coal  mines  there  are  always 
large  quantities  of  fine  or  small  sizes  of  coal 
produced  which  either  can  not  be  marketed 
or  are  sold  at  a  loss  to  consumers  in  that 
condition.  These  small  sizes  when  put  into 
the  form  of  an  attractive  briquette  can  be  sold 
for  as  much  as  the  highest  priced  sizes  of 
natural  coal,  or  even  a  higher  price.  In  fact, 
when  properly-made  briquettes  become  known 
to  the  public  they  may  have  a  preference  in 
the  market  because  of  the  regularity  of  their 
size  and  form  and  their  even-burning  and  last¬ 
ing  qualities. 

Wherever  the  fuel  market  is  enough  re¬ 
moved  from  the  coal  fields  to  bring  the  price 
of  coal  above  three  dollars  wholesale  per  ton, 
it  will  pay  handsomely  to  make  the  fine  sizes 
into  briquettes.  This  manufacture  of  bri¬ 
quettes  will  be  done  as  a  rule  where  the  mar¬ 


ket  is,  and  not  at  the  mines.  There  are  sev¬ 
eral  good  reasons  for  this.  The  freight  rate, 
for  instance,  is  much  less  on  fine  coal  than 
on  briquettes  or  on  the  more  valuable  sizes 
of  coal,  and  even  if  this  difference  did  not 
exist  there  are  many  reasons  why  it  would  be 
cheaper  and  better  to  make  the  briquettes 
near  where  they  were  to  be  used. 

The  great  fields  for  briquetting  fine  coal 
will  then  be  at  tidewater  in  the  New  York 
metropolitan  district,  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land,  New  York  and  Canada  in  the  east,  and  in 
the  west  from  the  Rocky  mountains  to  the 
Pacific,  and  in  the  lignite  fields  of  the  north¬ 
west.  Parts  of  the  south,  too,  with  its  awak¬ 
ened  industries,  ought  to  furnish  an  excellent 
market  for  such  fuel. 

The  Semet-Solvay  Co.’s  and  Montreal 
Light,  Heat  &  Power  Co.’s  plants  represent 
that  other  important  phase  of  the  briquetting 
proposition— the  utilization  of  by-products. 

The  Montreal  Light,  Heat  &  Power  Co.’s 
plant  is  to  make  smokeless  briquettes,  using 
coal  tar  pitch  as  a  binder. 

All  three  of  these  plants  were  equipped 
originally  with  the  best  known  and  most  ex¬ 
pensive  machinery  made  by  European  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  that  most  widely  used  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  However  successful  these  machines  may 
be  in  Europe,  they  have  proved  failures  here. 
The  briquettes  produced  do  not  suit  Ameri¬ 
can  consumers,  and  they  can  not  be  pro¬ 
duced  so  as  to  sell  in  competition  with  the 
high-grade  American  coals.  This  is  princi¬ 
pally  because  it  was  found  that  a  large  amount 
of  binder  was  required,  the  capacity  of  the 
piants  was  small;  and  the  plants  require  too 
much  attendance,  which,  with  the 'Compara¬ 
tively  high  cost  of  labor  in  this  country,  made 
the  labor  cost  per  ton  of  briquettes  too  large. 

The  most  successful  European  machinery 
produces  as  a  rule  large-sized  briquettes. 
Consumers  in  America  will  not  bother  to  break 
up  fuel  in  order  to  be  able  to  consume  it  to 
advantage.  This  applies  particularly  to  the 
household  consumers  who  in  the  aggregate 
offer  the  most  profitable  market  for  properly 
proportioned  clean  and  well-made  briquettes. 

The  Mashek  briquetting  process  and  ma¬ 
chinery  were  designed  and  developed  expressly 
to  meet  the  American  conditions  of  manufac¬ 
ture  and  the  American  consumers’  fuel  re¬ 
quirements.  The  briquettes  produced  are 
cleanly  and  easy  to  handle  and  use,  and  the 
plants  are  absolutely  automatic.  No  hand- 
labor  is  required  from  the  time  the  small 
coal  is  delivered  to  the  machines  until  after 
the  finished  briquettes  are  spouted  out  into 
wagons  or  cars  to  be  delivered  to  the  con¬ 
sumers. 

The  process  consists  principally  of  crush¬ 
ing  the  material  to  an  even  size,  drying  and 
heating  it;  introducing  the  binder  in  such  a 
manner  so  that  each  particle  of  coal  receives 
a  very  thin  coating;  passing  the  mass  through 
a  tempering  process,  and  from  there  to  the 
press.  From  the  press  the  finished  briquettes 
go  to  a  cooling  table  from  which  they  are 
dropped  or  elevated  to  the  storage  bins  or  cars. 

The  drying,  heating,  mixing  and  tempering 


operations  are  performed  in  an  efficient  and 
inexpensive  machine.  Superheated  steam,  fuel 
oil  or  coal  are  used  to  heat  and  dry  the  ma¬ 
terial,  the  nature  of  the  material  to  be  bri¬ 
quetted,  determining  what  heating  agent  it  is 
most  desirable  to  use. 

The  briquette  press  is  of  a  rotary  pattern, 
made  considerably  heavier  and  for  heavier 
pressures  than  the  usual  type  of  European 
press. 

The  rolls  which  contain  the  briquette  molds 
are  made  in  one  piece  of  hard  material  and 
highly  finished.  The  shape  of  the  briquette 
is  icctangular,  when  viewed  in  one  direction, 
and  spherical  from  the  other  point  of  view. 
It  is  of  such  a  shape  that  it  can  be  easily 
handled  with  a  shovel,  or  through  spouts  or 
chutes,  the  same  as  ordinary  coal,  with  pos¬ 
sibly  less  breakage. 

The  weight  of  the  briquette  ranges  from 
one  and  three-quarters  ounces  to  five  ounces, 
varying  with  the  material  they  are  made  from 
and  the  purpose  they  are  intended  for. 

The  briquetting  press  possesses  a  number 
of  features  not  possessed  by  any  European 
machine.  The  briquettes  are  ejected  from  the 
molds  by  force,  and  the  press  is  also  provided 
with  devices  to  prevent  under  or  over-press¬ 
ing,  and  thus  avoids  the  production  of  split 
briquettes. 

This  process  has  been  thoroughly  tried  out 
on  all  the  coals  from  anthracite  to  the  softest 
lignite,  and  found  to  work  satisfactorily  on 
each  of  them. 

The  percentage  of  binder  required  by  the 
different  materials  by  this  process  is  also  con¬ 
siderably  less  than  the  average  called  for  by 
the  makers  of  European  machinery. 

The  cost  of  manufacturing  briquettes  by 
the  Tilashek  process,  e.xclusive  of  the  coal,  but 
including  the  pitch  for  binder,  the  fuel  for 
boi'ers,  dryers  and  heaters,  lubricating  oil, 
wear  and  tear,  and  labor  has  been  found  to  be 
seventy-si.x  to  ninety-two  cents  per  ton,  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  kind  of  material  briquetted 
anil  the  location  of  the  plant  in  regard  to 
freight  charges  on  pitch,  the  cost  of  labor  and 
of  fuel  for  boilers. 

The  Traylor  Engineering  Co.  is  now  in  a 
position  to  undertake  the  complete  installa¬ 
tion  of  fuel  or  mineral  briquetting  plants,  in 
addition  to  the  manufacture  of  its  regular  line 
of  mining  and  metallurgical  machinery.  By 
complete  installation  is  meant  designing  the 
plants,  erecting  the  buildings,  furnishing  and 
installing  the  machinery,  and  turning  the 
plants  over  to  the  purchasers  in  operation. 

The  design  of  the  machinery  and  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  briquetting  plants  is  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  G.  J.  Mashek,  the  inventor 
and  patentee  of  this  process  and  machinery. 

The  perfection  of  this  machinery  and  the 
increasing  cost  of  mining  and  marketing 
natural  coals  in  America  bids  fair  to  make  the 
briquetting  of  small  sizes  and  low  priced 
coals  and  the  by-products  of  coal  and  coke, 
and  the  development  of  the  lignite  fields  in 
neighborhoods  where  the  cost  of  other  coal 
is  high,  an  industry  more  profitable  even  than 
coal  mining. 
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Trade  conditions  in  the  anthracite  coal  mar¬ 
ket  are  slightly  more  active  since  the  first  of 
the  week,  due  to  the  existence  of  the  ex¬ 
pected  demand  which  is  usual  during  the 

months  offering  discounts.  While  it  is  only 
ten  cents,  it  is  the  last  for  the  season  and  has 
a  stimulating  effect  upon  buyers  almost  equal 
to  the  immediately  preceding  months  upon 
those  who  desire  to  take  advantage  of  dis¬ 
counts. 

Volume  of  Orders  Is  Fair, 

A  fair  amount  of  orders  has  been  received 
by  shippers  up  to  the  present,  and  further 

business  is  looked  for  to  be  loaded  at  the 

shipping  ports,  at  the  current  circular  prices, 
which  is  likely  to  impart  a  better  tone  for 
future  transactions. 

With  the  general  increased  activity  in  all 
lines  of  trade,  which  is  being  evidenced  by 
the  enormous  traffic  moving,  most  favorable 
indications  are  given  of  a  larger  movement 
of  coal  during  the  coming  months,  as  this 
industry  usually  follows  in  the  wake  of  pros¬ 
perity.  As  the  season  progresses  there  will 
no  doubt  be  a  material  increase  in  the  demand 
for  coal. 

Orders  keep  coming  in  from  the  western 
territory  in  greater  quantity,  larger  even,  in  in¬ 
stances  than  can  be  shipped,  on  account  of  a 
scarcity  of  available  cars,  such  as  are  re¬ 
quired  for  this  class  of  trade,  as  also  a  lack  of 
vessels  to  take  the  coal  to  upper  lake  points. 
It  is  not  usual  to  hear  complaints  in  regard 
to  a  car  shortage  in  the  month  of  August,  the 
pressure  for  them  in  former  years  not  being 
felt  until  late  in  September  and  in  October, 
but  this  is  apparently  the  case  this  year,  and 
as  a  result  shipments  from  the  mines  are  be¬ 
ing  limited  according  to  the  number  of  cars 
that  reach  them,  this  also  having  its  effect 
upon  the  production,  which  does  not  seem  to 
be  in  excess  of  present  requirements. 

All  Coal  Mined  Is  Absorbed. 

Operators  are  not  disposed  to  close  the 
mines,  as  has  been  usual,  having  enough  busi¬ 
ness  in  hand  to  take  all  the  coal  mined.  The 
only  product  curtailed  is  at  the  washeries, 
which  are  not  being  operated  by  the  com¬ 
panies  while  the  dull  season  is  on,  in  order  to 
prevent  an  accumulation  of  these  fine  sizes 
on  the  market,  which  might  also  be  the  means 
of  accentuating  the  car  situation. 


There  is  a  fair  movement  of  coal  to  local 
points  on  the  carrying  roads  east  of  the 
mines  and  to  further  northeastern  localities, 
that  has  developed  in  the  past  week,  rather 
indicating  that  storage  places  are  not  entirely 
filled  up,  requiring  additional  shipments  to 
complete  stocks  for  future  needs.  This  all-rail 
trade  has  become  an  important  factor  com¬ 
pared  with  what  it  was  a  number  of  years  ago, 
and  with  the  realization  of  the  changed  con¬ 
ditions,  shippers  are  giving  it  closer  attention 
in  the  way  of  providing  all  requirements 
promptly,  as  in  instances  it  has  become  pref¬ 
erable  to  some  of  the  tidewater  business. 

There  is  very  little  demand  from  the  east, 
and  aside  from  the  number  of  cargo  orders 
now  coming  in  for  shipment  before  maximum 
prices  are  reached  there  is  little  business  of¬ 
fering. 

Shoal  Water  Ports  Pressing  for  Coal. 

Orders  for  the  shoal  water  ports  are  still 
pressing  for  coal,  and  it  is  intimated  that  a 
considerable  tonnage  will  be  forwarded  to 
them  before  the  season  closes.  Most  of  this 
class  of  trade  is  now  being  handled  by  barges 
because  of  their  being  more  suitable  to  enter 
the  shallow  harbors  and  river  points,  whereas 
formerly  it  was  practically  all  carried  by  small 
schooners  carrying  a  few  hundred  tons. 

The  local  harbor  business,  while  not  active, 
is  sending  in  a  few  orders  and  it  is  noticed 
that  one  or  two  of  the  steam  grades  are  now 
in  short  supply.  Buckwheat  No.  2  is  appar¬ 
ently  the  size  most  desired  and  it  is  difficult 
to  get  what  quantity  is  needed  to  fill  the  de¬ 
mand.  Pea  coal  is  very  light  and  no  amount 
of  it  is  held  in  stock,  so  that  in  the  event  of 
an  increased  demand  for  it  the  supply  would 
soon  be  exhausted. 

Further  Development  of  Bituminous  Trade. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
shows  a  sufficient  development  of  business  to 
take  what  coal  is  being  mined  and  transported 
to  the  various  markets  at  this  time.  The  im¬ 
provement  in  the  conditions  at  present  pre¬ 
vailing  is  chiefly  in  the  all-rail  territory,  and, 
as  compared  with  that  at  tidewater,  affects 
all  mining  regions  in  the  same  proportions. 

The  dilatory  demand  for  coal  at  coastwise 
points  must  be  largely  due  to  the  compara¬ 
tively  larger  amount  of  stocks  stored  early 
in  the  year.  There  are  but  few  signs  of  im¬ 
provement  in  the  way  of  increased  shipments 
at  any  of  the  loading  ports.  The  mines 
which,  under  normal  conditions,  furnish  the 


coal  going  to  them  are  sending  their  product 
almost  entirely  to  the  all-rail  markets,  which 
are  absorbing  what  tonnage  is  being  mined, 
though  heavier  shipments  could  be  made  in 
some  fields  were  cars  in  better  supply. 

The  car  shortage  is  one  of  the  chief  disturb¬ 
ing  elements  of  the  coal  trade,  though  it  is 
hard  to  account  for  it  so  very  early  in  the 
season  and  no  reasonable  explanation  can 
be  obtained  in  regard  to  it.  In  the  southern 
fields  this  situation  is  probably  most  keenly 
felt,  though  the  production  is  also  restricted 
by  a  shortage  of  labor,  where  neither  mines 
or  coke  ovens  can  be  fully  operated,  accen¬ 
tuating  the  car  condition  to  an  extent  where 
orders  for  future  shipment  are  being  refused 
because  of  the  uncertainty  of  securing  the 
necessary  labor  and  equipment  to  provide  for 
same. 

This  status  is  not  much  better  in  those 
fields  contributing  to  the  central  and  eastern 
trade  where  shipments  are  interrupted  and 
delayed  by  lack  of  equipment,  or  through 
some  rules  of  routing,  thus  preventing  the 
coal  from  reaching  destination  on  time  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  consumer. 

New  York  harbor  is  quiet  and  prices  are 
lower  than  they  have  been  all  summer.  This 
is  believed  to  have  occurred  through  the  larger 
shipments  consigned  to  these  ports  recently, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  an  advantage  on  an 
advanced  market,  but  the  fact  of  it  being  free 
coal  and  offered  for  sale  had  the  effect  of  stag¬ 
nating  things  and  depressing  values.  Prices 
were  down  to  $2.10  on  West  Virginia  coal 
and  a  few  of  the  better  grades  sold  compara¬ 
tively  as  low,  though  the  higher  steam  grades 
are  well  maintained  at  $2.65@2.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
shipping  ports  and  are  refusing  to  grant  any 
concessions  from  these  figures. 

Trade  in  the  east  is  very  little  improved, 
notwithstanding  the  cheapness  of  coal  and  the 
low  ocean  freight  prevailing  up  to  this  week, 
with  a  certainty  of  advances  in  cost  to  rule 
shortly  for  the  procuring  of  such  tonnage  ?s 
will  be  required. 

Vessel  Market  Is  Advancing. 

The  vessel  market  is  already  much  stronger, 
with  all  kinds  of  craft  very  scarce  and  likely 
to  become  more  so  in  the  course  of  a  week 
or  two.  Prices  are  up  five  and  ten  cents. 
We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Boston  and  Portland,  65@70c; 
Salem,  65@80c;  Lynn,  80c;  Newburyport,  85c; 
Portsmouth,  70@75c;  Saco,  90c  and  towage; 
Gardiner,  85@90c  and  towage;  Bath,  75c;  Ban¬ 
gor,  80@85c;  to  the  sound,  55c. 


Market  J^letvs  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  August  30. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Anthracite  business  continues  in  about 
an  even  channel,  for  the  last  monthly  discount 
will  not  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  greatly 
stimulate  orders.  Line  orders  are  slow  at 
present,  but  there  is  a  fair  volume  of  trade. 
This  condition  has  prevailed  ever  since  the 
settlement  of  the  strike  was  announced,  a 
reaction  from  the  anxiety  of  consumers  when 
the  prospect  was  for  a  suspension  of  mine 
operations,  having  taken  place  as  soon  as 
that  probability  was  removed.  Taking  the  sea¬ 
son  through,  however,  the  business  has  been 
of  a  satisfactory  character.  The  retail  trade 
is  picking  up  a  bit,  one  factor  being  the  re¬ 


turn  of  many  of  the  summer  pilgrims,  whose 
houses  have  been  closed  for  the  past  two 
months.  From  now  on  a  gradual  increase  in 
activity  is  expected. 

Lake  Tonnage  and  Demand  About  Equal. 

Lake  rates  continue  unchanged,  and  the 
supply  of  tonnage  is  just  about  equal  to  the 
demand.  There  has  been  a  shrinkage  of  lake 
forwarding  for  the  past  week,  the  total  ship¬ 
ment  for  the  past  seven  days  falling  some 
twenty  thousand  tons  below  that  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  week.  In  all  the  clearances  of  the  week 
were  84,028  tons,  distributed  as  follows: 


Destination.  Tonnage. 

Superior  .  8,200 

Duluth  .  9,G00 

Milwaukee  .  16,341 

Chicago  .  36,760 

Bay  City  .  800 

Algonac  .  600 


Destination.  Tonnage. 

Marquette  .  597 

Fort  William  .  8,000 

Waukegan  .  2,000 

Lake  Linden  .  640 

Gladstone  .  600 


Shippers  have  been  somewhat  hampered  by 
an  increased  car  shortage,  the  demand  for 
rolling  stock  to  transport  grain  having  shown 
its  effect  upon  mine  forwarding.  This  short¬ 
age  is  likely  to  grow  worse  rather  than  better, 
for  the  crops  are  large  and  an  increased 
amount  of  grain  is  seeking  the  all-rail  route. 

William  C.  Blodgett,  western  sales  agent 
of  the  Dickson  &  Eddy  Co.,  who  is  located 
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at  Oswego,  has  been  a  visitor  in  Buffalo  this 
week.  Mr.  Blodgett  was  formerly  located 
here,  and  his  many  friends  were  glad  to  shake 
liis  hand  once  more.  In  conversation  with  a 
Black  Diamond  representative  he  stated  that 
business  on  Lake  Ontario  has  been  remark¬ 
ably  good  this  season,  an  increased  amount  of 
tonnage  being  had  between  Oswego  and  the 
Canadian  ports. 

Pennsylvania’s  New  Demurrage  Regulations. 

On  Tuesday  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  offi¬ 
cials  called  a  meeting  of  the  local  coal  men, 
principally  bituminous  jobbers,  and  informed 
them  that  a  new  rule  would  go  into  effect  at 
once,  relative  to  car  service.  In  the  past  it 
has  been  customary  to  hold  cars  at  Ebenezer, 
just  outside  the  territory  covered  by  the  car 
service  regulations,  or  at  other  outside  points, 
for  a  week,  ten  days  or  even  longer,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  requirements  of  the  jobber’s 
trade.  This  at  times  tied  up  a  large  number 
of  cars  and  also  served  as  a  factor  in  making 
the  local  market  unsteady.  Now  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  will  hold  cars  only  three  days  free 
of  demurrage,  and  after  that  period  demur¬ 
rage  will  be  charged.  This  action  is  made 
possible  by  the  provisions  of  the  new  Hepburn 
rate  bill  which  went  into  effect  on  Wednes¬ 
day.  Local  agents  of  the  operators  look 
upon  the  action  of  the  railroad  as  a  beneficial 
move  to  the  trade  in  general,  for  it  will  not 
only  serve  to  relieve  the  car  situation,  but 
will  help  to  regulate  the  market  by  prevent¬ 
ing  the  storing  of  coal  for  speculation,  as  many 
of  the  jobbers  have  been  doing  in  the  past. 
Almost  invariably  a  glutted  market,  it  is 
claimed,  is  the  result  of  dealers,  outside  of 
the  operator’s  agents,  buying  large  amounts 
of  coal  and  holding  for  an  expected  rise. 
Later  they  find  that  they  are  obliged  to  sell 
at  almost  any  price  they  can  get,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  is  a  slump.  Last  year,  as  a  result  of  this 
action  on  the  part  of  the  jobbers,  coal  was 
sold  in  Buffalo  for  less  than  the  mine  cost 
with  transportation  added. 


The  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  30— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  time  is  rapidly  approaching 
when  anthracite  will  be  king.  Already  the  de¬ 
mand  is  brightening  up  for  the  fuel,  as  some  of 
the  belated  householders  who  look  to  reductions 
from  the  winter  schedule,  seek  to  take  advantage 
of  the  last  ten  cents  off  before  the  full  price  is 
asked  after  September.  A  look  over  the  yards 
shows  things  pretty  well  stocked  up,  and  there 
will  be  no  complaints  of  shortage  for  a  time,  at 
least  in  anthracite,  even  should  the  car  troubles 
increase  as  anticipated. 

The  Passing  Away  of  the  Small  Car. 

Speaking  of  car  troubles  brings  up  the  thought 
that  not  a  few  kicks  are  being  registered  against 
the  practice  of  a  majority  of  the  railroads  of 
doing  away  with  their  smaller  cars  in  favor  of 
the  big  fifty-ton  steel  affairs  that  are  becoming 
so  familiar  if  not  welcome.  The  claim  is  heard 
on  many  sides  from  small  shippers  and  con¬ 
sumers  that  the  100,000-pound  car,  with  its  load 
of  from  forty-six  to  fifty  tons  of  bituminous, 
is  too  big  a  proposition  for  them  in  many  cases. 
The  old  style  thirty-ton  gondola  car  is  becoming 
to  them  as  scarce  as  the  proverbial  hen’s  teeth, 
and  their  retirement  day  by  day  promises  in  a 
short  time  a  practical  extinction.  Small  car 
users  get  impatient  at  delay  incident  to  the  use 
of  the  big  cars,  besides  which  it  is  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  unload  and  costs  more.  While  the  big 
fellow — producer,  shipper  or  consumer — does  not 
care,  many  a  little  fellow  will  feel  the  sting  of 
the  cutting  off  of  his  thirty-ton  car. 

Car-shortage  talk  just  at  present  seems  to  be 
holding  the  floor,  although  there  are  no  reports 
of  a  pinch  just  as  yet.  Probably  the  bolding  back 
of  cars  from  some  may  aid  the  market  at  a  time 
when  a  revival  is  about  due,  especially  as  some 
have  considerable  track  coal,  which  if  released 
in  bulk  might  have  a  depressing  effect  when  least 
desired.  Bituminous  as  a  whole  is  showing  up  a 
little  better.  Line  business  has  been  picking  up 


The  Keystone  Coal  Mining  Co.  of  East 
Brady  has  appointed  Lucius  W.  Roassiter 
agent,  and  will  open  offices  in  this  city. 

T.  J.  McNamara,  representative  in  this  city 
of  the  Widnoon  Mining  Co.,  has  consented  to 
become  the  Democratic  candidate  for  member 
of  assembly  in  the  Second  assembly  district, 
in  which  he  resides.  Mr.  McNamara  is  popu¬ 
lar  and  is  expected  to  make  a  good  showing 
in  the  nominating  convention  and  later  at  the 
polls. 

Present  condition  of  the  bituminous  trade 
in  Buffalo  is  not  at  all  satisfactory.  All  the 
coal  in  this  city  at  the  present  time  is  in  the 
hands  of  jobbers,  and  the  result,  according  to 
an  operator’s  statement,  is  a  demoralized  con¬ 
dition  of  trade. 

Walter  J.  Dunham,  a  local  dealer,  was 
slightly  injured  in  an  automobile  wreck  last 
Sunday,  and  his  friends  are  congratulating 
him  on  his  narrow  escape. 

The  Annual  Hedstrom  Outing. 

On  Saturday  the  Hedstrom  company  gave 
their  annual  outing  down  the  Niagara  river 
and  around  Grand  Island  to  the  retail  deal¬ 
ers.  Two  meals  were  served  on  the  boat  and 
the  party,  which  was  a  large  one,  enjoyed  a 
full  day  of  pleasure.  There  were  ball  games, 
races  and  other  stunts  which  served  to  fill 
in  the  time  most  agreeably  between  the  regu¬ 
lar  calls  to  partake  of  refreshments,  the  quan¬ 
tity  and  quality  of  the  latter  being  entirely 
satisfactory  to  the  crowd. 

On  Tuesday  the  New  York  Central  began 
work  on  its  new  gravity  freight  yards  at  East 
Buffalo.  These  will  be  the  largest  gravity 
yards  in  the  world.  The  company  has  pur¬ 
chased  fifteen  hundred  acres  and  this  vast 
territory  will  be  almost  entirely  covered  by 
the  tracks  of  the  system.  Three  years  will 
be  required  to  complete  the  work,  which  is 
supplemental  to  the  erection  of  a  mammoth 
new  Union  station. 


to  a  considerable  degree,  and  there  have  been 
reports  of  ten  cents  better  on  the  ton  on  this 
class.  Coals  which  have  recently  been  quoted  as 
low  as  $1.20  are  being  quoted  at  $1.30.  The 
highest  grade  bituminous  is  still  a  fixture  at  $1.50. 

Coastwise  shipments  are  holding  up  well. 
Nearly  twenty  thousand  tons  went  over  into 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.  bottoms  during  the  week 
for  New  England  points.  The  barge  fleet  of  the 
company  is  shortly  to  be  augmented  by  three  fine 
new  barges,  each  of  three  thousand  tons’  capac¬ 
ity.  The  first  will  probably  be  delivered  by  the 
New  York  Shipbuilding  Co.  during  the  present 
week.  The  company  formerly  had  eighteen 
barges  of  from  1,500  to  1,600  ton  capacity,  but 
lost  one  in  a  storm  last  February.  The  new 
barges  will  give  them  a  fleet  of  twenty. 

An  Interesting  Anti-Smoke  Test. 

Anti-smoke  experiments  are  always  looked 
upon  with  more  or  less  suspicion,  but  one  held 
here  during  the  week  created  some  little  atten¬ 
tion.  At  the  Eutaw  house  one  furnace  was  fed 
with  plain  bituminous  and  the  other  with  the 
same  kind  of  coal  mixed  with  a  black  manufac¬ 
tured  powder  that  is  valued  at  sixty  cents  a  ton. 
The  result  was  that  the  first  named  sent  through 
the  stack  the  ordinary  stream  of  black  smoke, 
while  from  the  stack  over  the  ehemically  treated 
coal  there  appeared  only  a  thin  white  vapor. 
The  test  was  witnessed  by  representatives  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road,  of  the  Maryland  Steel  Co.  and  several 
coal  concerns.  Further  tests  are  to  be  made 
at  the  Maryland  Steel  Co.  plant  this  week.  Ad¬ 
miral  John  T.  Ford,  retired,  also  witnessed  the 
test  for  the  navy.  A  smokeless  coal  would  mean 
much  to  the  navy  in  time  of  war. 

Charters  for  coastwise  business  were  a  little 
stiffer  during  the  past  week.  Boston  was  quoted 
at  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  cents,  with  other 
points  in  proportion. 


The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  August  30. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  antiiracite  coal  trade  having 
lieen  very  quiet  since  early  in  the  month  witli 
no  anticipation  of  any  improvement  for  at  least 
some  time  to  come,  it  was  therefore  in  the  nature 
of  a  surprise  to  shippers  when  quite  a  few 
cargo  orders  were  sent  in  for  loading  before 
the  e.xpiration  of  the  current  circular  price. 

Dealers,  however,  are  not  yet  feeling  any 
change  for  the  better  though  they  have  moved 
sufficient  coal  from  their  yards  to  premit  them 
to  take  on  the  additional  cargoes  ordered.  They 
are  looking  forward  to  an  increased  demand 
from  the  family  trade,  as  they  return  to  their 
city  homes,  during  tbe  coming  month,  which 
will  enable  them  to  dispose  of  the  coal  acquired. 
The  all-rail  trade  is  showing  some  signs  which 
should  warrant  expectation  of  better  things  from 
this  territory  following  the  first  proximo.  The 
amount  of  business  received  by  shippers  during 
the  week  was  of  such  proportions  that  it  rather 
foreshadowed  what  may  be  expected  of  it  when 
the  regular  fall  demand  sets  in.  At  the  present 
time  considerable  coal  is  being  taken  on,  in 
comparison  to  other  points  and  this  is  likely  to 
show  a  steady  increase,  as  with  the  small  stor¬ 
age  room  provided  for  by  most  of  this  trade, 
it  is  necessary  to  replenish  stocks  more  fre¬ 
quently. 

Some  new  business  is  reported  from  the  sound 
ports  for  reshipment  to  inland  points  by  rail. 
The  steam  grades  are  if  anything  firmer  than 
they  have  been  all  summer,  stocks  evidently  being 
reduced.  Even  where  a  quantity  remains  it  is 
now  the  season  to  contract  for  the  winter’s  sup¬ 
ply,  as  later  on  tliere  may  be  a  scarcity  with 
prices  advanced. 

Better  Prospects  for  Bituminous. 

There  is  probably  a  little  more  demand  for 
bituminous  coal  in  this  market  than  has  been 
the  case  for  several  months  past,  though  it  is  by 
no  means  up  to  what  is  usual  at  this  season  of 
the  year.  Indeed  last  year  at  this  time  shippers 
were  overloaded  with  orders,  and  had  difficulty 
in  getting  the  coal  forward  in  time  to  meet 
the  consumers’  needs,  while  the  present  situation 
is  entirely  the  reverse. 

It  is  thought  by  some  that  there  is  a  greater 
disposition  shown  by  the  consumer  to  increase  his 
allotment  for  current  and  future  shipment,  with 
the  view  of  avoiding  the  higher  ocean  freights 
and  larger  insurance  costs  which  are  sure  to 
prevail  later.  Already  freights  are  up  from  five 
to  ten  cents  over  a  week  ago  and  vessels  of  all 
kinds  are  very  scarce  with  a  moral  certainty 
of  even  greater  stringency  in  the  future,  both  in 
all-rail  and  water  transportation. 

Producers  supplying  this  market  with  coal  are 
apparently  unconcerned  at  this  status,  having  in 
most  instances  all  the  business  tliey  can  provide 
for  at  present  and  also  for  the  future. 

Prices  are  well  upheld  on  all  grades  of  coal 
and  one  hears  nothing  to  the  contrary.  Hampton 
Roads  quotations  are  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  for  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  coals;  Baltimore,  $2.6S 
for  Georges  Creek,  and  for  the  lower  grades, 
$2.25@2.35;  Philadelphia,  Georges  Creek,  $2.75, 
and  other  grades,  $2.35@2.45. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  30. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.') — The  anthracite  coal  market  shows 
a  little  more  activity  this  week  because  of  its 
being  the  last  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  discount 
and  quite  a  number  of  bu)ers  have  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  it  in  order  to  replenish  the  stocks 
reduced  during  the  past  month.  W^ith  a  steady 
demand  for  a  certain  amount  of  tonnage  through¬ 
out  the  year  applying  on  the  regular  business 
and  with  this  having  been  augmented  by  the 
larger  number  of  smaller  orders,  indications  seem 
to  be  that  this  class  of  trade  will  become  more 
active  by  the  middle  of  next  month,  as  the  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  from  dealers’  yards  are  increased. 

On  the  regular  contract  business  there  is  a  good 
supply  of  orders  in  the  hands  of  shippers,  sup¬ 
plies  for  which  are  going  forward  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  absorb  what  coal  has  been  allotted 
for  this  purpose.  It  is  expected  that  this  de 
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mand  will  show  an  increase  as  more  favorable 
weather  conditions  prevail. 

A  fair  amount  of  tonnage  is  being  shipped  east 
to  points  beyond  the  capes  of  the  Delaware, 
going  principally  to  the  light  draught  ports,  which 
are  in  greater  need  for  early  deliveries  than  the 
open  winter  ports.  The  steam  grades  are  in 
somewhat  better  demand  and  stocks  upon  these 
sizes  are  gradually  being  exhausted.  With  no 
washery  coal  produced  at  this  time,  except  in  a 
few  individual  cases,  a  stronger  market,  it  is  an¬ 
ticipated  will  follow  as  the  season  changes. 

There  is  a  continued  improvement  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  market,  with  more  orders  available 
for  shipment,  which  is  stimulating  the  production 
in  some  of  the  regions.  Shipments  to  tidewater 
are  quite  slack,  owing  to  the  trade  at  those  points 
not  yet  showing  the  need  of  fuel  to  anything 
near  the  extent  that  is  apparent  on  line  business. 
Operators  are  inclined  to  exercise  caution  in 
sending  any  quantity  of  coal  to  the  loading  ports, 
as  the  market  now  prevailing  there  is  weak  and 
very  uncertain,  with  the  probability  of  being 
embargoed,  where  coal  is  not  moved  promptly. 
Line  orders  are  more  plentiful  and  while  in  most 
instances  they  are  small  yet  in  the  aggregate 
tonnage  is  about  of  a  sufficient  quantity  to  permit 
of  fairly  free  shipment  upon  them.  This  indi¬ 
cates  also  that  old  stocks  are  being  rapidly 
cleaned  up  which  augurs  for  an  increased  de¬ 
mand  in  the  near  future. 

The  uncertain  car  supply  on  nearly  all  of  the 
transportation  lines  is  hampering  the  delivery  of 
coal  in  individual  cases  by  reason  of  there  be¬ 
ing  embargoes  to  many  points  off  the  main  line 
roads.  For  several  days  and  sometimes  for  a 
week  the  car  equipment  will  be  sufficient  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  requirements,  when  a  period  will  again 
intervene  when  cars  become  short  and  it  is  this 
uncertainty  of  a  regular  supply  that  aggravates 
shippers.  .  _ 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

Since  our  last  report  additional  steamers 
have  been  chartered  to  take  coal  to  Mexico  at 
rates  previously  quoted,  and  the  following 
fixtures  have  been  reported: 

Steamer  “Kalfond,”  748  tons  register,  Nor¬ 
folk  to  Kingston,  at  $1.85;  and  steamer  “Ax- 
minster,”  1,231  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to 
Havana,  at  $1.50.  The  steamer  “Myrtledene,” 
1,620  tons  register  (previously  reported  for 
the  Mediterranean  range),  was  fixed  for  Phila- 
delphia-Naples  coal. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.35@1.45  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.75@1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.50@1.60 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.55@1.65  to  Daiquiri;  $1.60@ 
1.70  to  Santiago;  $1.60@1.70  to  Colon;  $1.70@ 
1.75  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70@1.80  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.50@1.60  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75@ 
1.85  to  Barbados;  $1.70@1.75  to  Kingston;  $1.30 
@1.35  and  port  charges  to  Curacao;  $2.45@2.50 
to  Demarara;  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.50@1.60 
to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@1.60  to  Tampico;  16s  6d 
@17  6s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  17s  6d@18s  6d  to 
Rosario;  17s@18s  to  Rio;  17s  6d@18s  6d  to 
Santos;  9s@9s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.25  and  discharged  to 
Manila;  $5.75  to  Japanese  ports. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad 
&  Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage 
transported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending 
August  twenty-fifth,  the  corresponding  week 
last  year,  the  year  to  date  and  the  correspond¬ 
ing  period  in  1905: 

Broad  Cumber- 

Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  August  25,  1906..  12,339  23,753  36,093 

Corresponding  week,  1905 .  11,092  19,169  30,262 

Total  for  1906 . 491,653  713,728  1,205,382 

Corresponding  period,  1905 ...  .430,303  597,691  1,027,994 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year 
amounted  to  177,387  tons. 

V 

We  regard  your  journal  as  very  progressive 
and  up-to-date. — The  Brown  Coal  Co.,  Memphis, 
Tenn. 


Brian  Evans,  of  the  W.  L.  Righter  Coal  Co. 
New  York,  and  Ray  Shields,  of  W.  A.  Marshall, 
left  for  Lake  Hopatcong  last  week,  on  a  vacation 
to  remain  for  the  balance  of  the  month. 

James  S.  Whitely,  of  the  Baker-Whitely  Coal 
Co.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  stopped  over  at  New  York 
on  Tuesday,  while  returning  with  his  family  from 
Bar  Harbor,  Maine,  where  they  have  been  spend¬ 
ing  the  summer. 

H.  B.  Needham,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Maryland  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  is  spending  the 
last  two  weeks  of  the  month  at  Bar  Harbor, 
Maine,  enjoying  a  brief  period  of  recreation 
away  from  business  duties. 

Fred  C.  Russell,  a  well  known  coal  man  of 
New  York  city,  who  has  been  accompanied  by 
his  brother  on  a  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast  for  the 
past  three  weeks,  is  on  his  way  home,  and  expects 
to  arrive  the  first  of  next  week. 

T.  W.  Rainey,  of  New  York,  has  recently  taken 
title  to  32,000  acres  of  coal  and  timber  lands  in 
Greenbrier  and  Fayette  counties,  W.  Va.  Ihe 
price  said  to  have  been  paid  was  $1,280,000.  It 
is  the  object  of  the  purchaser  to  develop  the  prop¬ 
erty  both  as  coal  mines  and  lumber  mills. 

The  British  brigantine  Boston  Marine,  with 
Captain  O’Hara  in  charge,  bound  from  Glace 
Bay,  C.  B.,  to  Bathurst,  N.  B.,  with  coal,  is 
reported  as  lying  stranded  at  Cape  Tormentine 
since  Sunday  last,  and  as  being  full  of  water. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  save  the  vessel. 

F.  H.  Wigton,  formerly  general  manager  of 
the  Morrisdale  Coal  Co.,  at  Philadelphia,  has 
recently  been  elected  to  the  presidency  of  the 
company,  to  succeed  George  M.  Holstein,  re¬ 
tired.  Mr.  Holstein  represented  the  Clyde  in¬ 
terests  in  the  coal  company,  and  it  is  intimated 
that  this  interest  has  gone  into  other  hands, 
which  are  more  closely  allied  to  the  coal  trade. 

George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Railway  Co.,  arrived  in  New  York  on 
Saturday  last  from  Europe,  on  the  Hamburg- 
American  liner  Amerika,  and  shortly  after  land¬ 
ing  started  in  a  special  car  for  Reading,  where  he 
resides  at  his  home  in  Hawthorne.  Mr.  Baer 
was  away  for  seven  weeks,  and  was  greatly  bene¬ 
fited  by  his  trip  abroad,  returning  to  his  office  on 
Monday  morning  to  resume  his  work  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  affairs  of  the  company. 

It  was  announced  during  the  week  that  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  had  purchased  the 
Quebec  &  South  Shore  railway,  which  runs  along 
part  of  the  south  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
river.  This  will  aid  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  in 
gradually  obtaining  an  entrance  to  Quebec,  and 
by  means  of  the  new  bridge  over  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  at  Longuequill,  a  new  entrance  to  Montreal 
will  be  obtained,  greatly  extending  the  com¬ 
pany’s  field  of  traffic  in  that  province. 

Action  will  be  taken  at  the  annual  convention 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  the  Ninth  Dis¬ 
trict,  next  month,  to  abolish  the  custom  of  ob¬ 
serving  the  funeral  days  of  victims  of  mine  ac¬ 
cidents.  It  is  stated  that  the  number  of  idle 
days  which  the  employes  lose  during  a  year  by 
attending  these  funerals  amounts  to  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  loss  in  wages,  and  it  is  proposed  that 
this  custom  be  abandoned.  Instead  of  closing 
down  the  collieries  the  employes  will  be  requested 
to  work  and  contribute  fifty  per  cent  of  their 
day’s  wages  to  the  family  of  the  victim. 

W.  M.  Harlan,  identified  for  many  years  with 
the  firm  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  New  York, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  returned  on  Wednes¬ 
day  of  last  week  on  the  North  German  Lloyd 
steamship  Bremen,  after  spending  six  weeks 
abroad,  touring  the  continent  and  England.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harlan’s  trip  was  both  enjoyable  and 
instructive,  visiting  the  important  cities  of 
France  and  its  attractive  rural  districts.  They 
also  found  much  of  interest  to  them  in  Germany, 
and  after  seeing  the  principal  features  of  that 
country,  went  to  England,  where  they  spent  the 
remaining  days  of  their  vacation. 

Morris  Williams,  president  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  Philadelphia ;  A.  L.  Williams,  of 
Wilkesbarre,  attorney,  and  John  Newton  Thomas, 
of  West  Pittston,  purchased  last  week  a  valuable 
tract  of  Virginia  coal  land,  underlying  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Ashley,  Pa.  The  property  secured  was 


owned  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Louis  Land- 
messer,  and  the  price  paid  for  it  was  $76,463. 
Other  coal  areas  were  recently  bought  by  the 
same  purchasers,  underlying  the  Landmesser 
properties  in  the  city  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  tracts  in  which  the  said  heirs  were 
half  owners,  amounting  approximately  to  $125,- 
000. 

The  fire  which  stared  in  the  bituminous  coal 
pile  at  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.’s  yard.  One  Hundred 
and  Nineteenth  street  and  East  river.  New  York, 
on  Friday  of  last  week,  was  evidently  ignited 
by  spontaneous  combustion,  as  indicated  by  the 
dense  black  smoke  arising  from  the  center  of  the 
pile.  The  smoke  attracted  the  attention  of  the  po¬ 
lice,  who  reported  the  matter  to  the  fire  depart¬ 
ment.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  pile 
of  several  hundred  tons  was  badly  heated,  and 
men  were  employed  to  remove  it  so  that  the  fire 
might  be  extinguished.  The  close  proximity  of 
the  Standard  Oil  works  was  momentarily  a 
source  of  alarm. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co.  is 
making  an  effort,  it  is  said,  to  enlist  in  its  service 
the  policemen  withdrawn  from  railway  stations 
and  wharves  by  Director  Potter  when  the  com¬ 
pany  refused  to  continue  to  carry  firemen  and 
policemen  free.  The  policemen  assigned  by  the 
city  to  the  company’s  service  had  in  most  cases 
become  valuable  to  it  by  their  knowledge  of 
train  schedules  and  other  details  connected  with 
the  operation  of  the  road.  The  fact,  too,  that 
they  can  already  sign  the  pension  roll  is  inducing 
some  of  them  to  enter  the  railroad  company’s 
employment,  increasing  their  pay  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  pension,  from  eighty  dollars  to  more 
than  one  hundred  dollars  per  month. 

Retail  coal  dealers  of  Philadelphia,  during  the 
week,  have  discussed  the  question  of  advancing 
the  price  on  domestic  sizes  of  anthracite  coal 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  The  advance  is  to  take 
effect  from  September  first,  on  a  basis  of  ten 
cents  monthly,  until  seven  dollars  a  ton  is 
reached.  The  former  summer  price  ranged  from 
$6.25,  by  advancing  ten  cents  monthly  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  cents,  making  the  fall  and  winter 
price  per  gross  ton  $6.75  effective  from  September 
first,  and  which  was  the  basis  the  companies 
thought  to  be  most  fair  in  the  sale  of  coal  to 
the  family  trade.  Dealers,  however,  are  claim¬ 
ing  that  there  is  not  enough  profit  in  the  coal 
business  at  the  stipulated  price,  and  are  inclined 
to  put  it  up  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  In  this 
event,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  public  may  pro¬ 
test,  coming  as  it  does  at  a  time  when  they  have 
interested  District  Attorney  Bell,  of  the  city, 
in  the  high  price  asked  for  ice. 

Something  of  the  amount  of  work  required  of 
a  railroad  corporation  in  arranging  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  new  railway  rate  law 
which  went  into  effect  this  week,  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  statement  authorized  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co. :  “In  furtherance  of 
the  well-settled  purpose  and  policy  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Railroad  Co.  in  good  faith  to  observe 
and  comply  with  all  substantial  requirements  of 
the  recently-enacted  rate  bill,  its  principal  traffic 
and  transportation  officers,  and  other  officials,  in 
conjunction  with  its  counsel,  have,  since  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  been  engrossed  in  the  work 
necessarily  required  to  accommodate  the  situ¬ 
ation.  While  the  methods  and  practice  hereto¬ 
fore  pursued  by  the  company  in  respect  to  the 
filing  of  tariffs  with  the  interstate  commerce 
commission  generally  accord  with  the  letter  and 
intent  of  the  rate  bill,  there  are,  nevertheless, 
now,  required  manifold  modifications  and  addi¬ 
tional  specifications  of  the  company’s  numerous 
and  voluminous  tariffs  on  file  with  the  commis¬ 
sion,  and  also  supplements  covering  and  revising 
all  such  switching  charges  of  the  company  as 
relate  to  interstate  commerce,  most  of  which 
have  heretofore  been  regarded  as  cssentiallv  local 
in  character,  and  not,  under  the  provisions  of 
existing  legislation,  so  related  to  interstate  move¬ 
ments  as  to  constitute  an  element  thereof.  For¬ 
tunately,  this  work  was  begun  so  earb-  that  most, 
if  not  all,  the  tariff  schedules  will  have  been 
approved,  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  local 
agents  for  posting,  and  also  filed  with  the  inter¬ 
state  commission  by  or  before  .Vugust  twenty- 
eighth,  when  the  rate  bill  will  become  effective.” 
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Talks  in  the  Field  of  the  Retail  Dealer. 


Every  man  in  business  meets  with  his  full 
share  of  knockers.  Every  line  of  business  has 
certain  points  at  which  the  knocker  most  per¬ 
sistently  aims  his  blows.  Some  of  these  points 
of  attack  arc  inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
business  or  are  entirely  outside  of  the  control 
of  the  dealer.  Then  he  is  forced  to  let  the 
knocker  go  on  his  resounding  way  with  only  the 
poor  consolation  of  an  occasional  explanation 
which  is  received  with  a  quietlv  credulous  smile 
or  with  outspoken  advice  to  “go  tell  that  to  the 
marines.” 

The  retail  coal  dealer  meets  this  sort  of  talk 
almost  daily  in  regard  to  the  prices  of  his  com¬ 
modity.  The  price  which  the  dealer  asks  for  his 
coal  is  normally  the  sum  of  four  contributing 
elements:  the  price  paid  to  the  operator  or  job¬ 
ber;  transportation  charges;  the  dealer’s  office, 
yard  and  delivery  expenses,  and  the  dealer’s 
profit.  Concerning  the  first  two  of  these  elements 
it  might  be  deemed  presumptuous  for  an  humble 
Weiohmaster  to  venture  the  expression  of  very 
decided  opinions.  He  is  not  supposed  to  know 
enough  about  the  wage  scales  and  all  the 
other  numerous  items  entering  into  the  cost  of 
mining  to  be  a  competent  judge  as  to  whether 
the  operator  is  getting  a  fair  profit  or  one  which 
is  exorbitant.  Neither  is  he  supposed  to  be  an 
expert  railroad  man  versed  in  all  the  mysteries 
of  rate  making  and  so  fitted  to  judge  whether  any 
given  rate  is  based  upon  the  maxim  “all  the  tariff 
the  traffic  will  bear,”  or  whether  it  is  simply 
fairly  remunerative  to  the  carrier  for  the  services 
rendered. 

Retailers  Get  Only  a  Fair  Profit. 

But  The  Weigh  master  has  kept  his  eyes  open 
and  has  had  his  share  of  experience  leading  him 
to  the  conviction  that  the  average  retail  coal 
man  does  not  add  to  the  cost  of  his  coal  f.  o.  b. 
the  yard  anything  more  than  the  cost  of  han¬ 
dling  and  a  perfectly  fair  and  legitimate  profit, 
burthermore  he  believes  that  he  has  the  unani¬ 
mous  support  of  the  retail  dealers  in  his  expres¬ 
sion  of  his  judgment. 

But  unanimity  up  to  this  point  is  easily  reached. 
The  rub  comes  in  convincing  our  friends,  the 
public,  that  each  individual  coal  dealer  of  his 
acquaintance  is  not  a  robber  baron,  an  opinion 
inculcated  constantly  by  the  daily  press,  and  find¬ 
ing  fertile  soil  for  growth  with  consumers.  For 
one  thing,  it  is  strangely  characteristic  of  the 
average  bilyer  of  coal  that  he  always  notices  a 
rise  in  the  price,  but  seems  to  take  no  account 
of  a  decline. 

This  habit  is  even  more  noteworthy  as  regards 
the  press.  Let  the  price  of  coal  go  up  ever  so 
little  ^  and  it  will  be  heralded  under  flaming 
headlines.  But  let  there  be  a  drop  in  the  price 
and  it  is  a  rare  newspaper  which  will  make  the 
least  note  of  the  fact  unless  at  the  behest  of  some 
coal  dealer  who  pays  for  the  announcement  at 
regular  advertising  rates. 

To  be  sure,  the  direct  attacks  or  other  insinu¬ 
ations  contained  in  these  lurid  announcements 
are  often  aimed  ostensibly  at  the  operators  rather 
than  the  local  dealers,  though  by  no  means  al¬ 
ways.  But  in  either  case  it  is  the  local  man  who 
suffers  the  brunt  of  the  attack,  and  it  is  the 
frequent  repetition  of  such  attacks  which  has  led 
to  tlie  association  in  the  public  mind  of  the  term 
coal  man,  whether  producer,  wholesaler,  or  re- 
tailer,  with  all  that  is  grasping  and  extortionate. 

1  he  situation  would  be  unpleasant  enough  if 
it  arose  from  conclusions  erroneously  drawn  from 
established  facts,  but  the  case  is  oftentimes  made 
rnuch  worse  by  a  flagrant  perversion  of  the  facts 
themselves  to  fit  the  conclusions  which  it  is 
sought  to  establish. 

An  Example  of  Misrepresentation. 

The  Weigh  master  has  been  moved  to  make 
these  remarks  by  having  brought  to  his  attention 
a  particularly  glaring  instance  of  this  sort,  which 
was  published  recently  in  the  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
hxaimner,  as  an  expression  of  editorial  opinion 
Under  the  glaring  headline  “The  Coal  Trust 
Again  Squeezes  Out  Extra  Profit,”  this  Cah'- 
fornia  writer  says: 


Written  for  the  Slack  Diamond. 

“I" or  the  third  time  since  work  has  been  re¬ 
sumed  in  the  anthracite  coal  fields  the  price  of 
coal  to  consumers  has  been  raised  ten  cents  a 
ton. 

"7  he  coal  trust  assigns  no  reason  for  the  ad¬ 
vance.  With  its  characteristic  insolence  it  simply 
puts  up  the  price  and  allows  its  customers  to 
wonder  what  they  are  going  to  do  about  it. 

“'fhe  price  of  anthracite  coal  in  New  York 
and  other  eastern  cities  is  already  so  high  that 
much  suffering  will  be  occasioned  next  winter. 
It  is  so  high  that  the  trust  can  make  its  usual 
profit  and  lay  away  a  great  sum  to  fight  the  next 
effort  of  the  men  who  dig  the  coal  to  secure  fair 
payment  for  their  labor. 

"But  it  will  go  still  higher.  It  is  the  habit  of 
the  trust  to  elevate  the  price  a  number  of  times 
through  the  summer  months,  thus  putting  a  tax 
on  all  but  the  very  rich,  who  can  afford  to  lay 
in  a  year’s  supply  early  in  the  summer. 

“Next  winter  several  more  advances  of  price 
will  make  it  necessary  for  the  poor  to  turn  over 
all  their  scanty  savings— if  they  have  any— to  the 
trust  or  freeze  to  death.” 

Now  every  retail  coal  dealer  knows  that  while 
an  underlying  strain  of  truth  runs  through  the 
above,  yet  the  facts  are  so  perverted  as  to  give 
the  reader  an  impression  exactly  contrary  to  the 
actual  fact,  namely  that  the  real  price  of  anthra¬ 
cite  to  the  trade  is  the  September  quotation,  and 
that  during  the  summer  months  the  operators 
adopt  one  of  the  commonest  mercantile  devices, 
that  of  offering  special  discounts  to  stimulate 
trade  during  the  dull  season,  withdrawing  these 
discounts  when  business  becomes  active,  exactly 
on  the  same  principle  that  heating  stoves  and 
skates  can  be  bought  more  cheaply  in  the  spring 
and  straw  hats  in  the  fall. 

Attacks  on  Operators  Affect  Retailers. 

At  first  thought  it  would  be  natural  for  the 
retailer  to  say  that  frequent  perversion  of  facts 
of  this  character  concern  only  the  operators 
and  that  he  is  not  affected  by  them.  But  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  average  reader  does 
not  make  such  distinctions  within  half  an  hour 
after  he  has  laid  his  paper  down.  The  one 
permanent  impression  remaining  fixed  in  his 
mind  will  be  “the  coal  men  are  outrageously 
pushing  up  the  price  of  coal,”  and  the  only  coal 
men  he  will  have  in  mind  when  next  he  dis¬ 
cusses  the  cost  of  fuel  with  his  neighbor  will  be 
the  local  retail  coal  dealers.  It  therefore  be¬ 
hooves  the  retailer  to  use  every  means  to  refute 
such  assertions,  not  primarily  in  defense  of  the 
operator,  but  in  his  own  defense  as  well. 

Referring  to  the  instance  cited  above,  he 
should  see  to  it  that  not  once  or  twice  but  fre¬ 
quently,  the  public  is  given  the  real  facts  as  to 
these  annual  “advances”  in  price  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  for  the  public  learns  only  bv  reiteration. 
And  what  is  equally  to  the  point,  in  the  spring, 
when  the  discounts  become  effective,  he  should 
see  to  it  that  the  public  learns  of  this  in  its  true 
light — not  as  a  reduction  in  price  but  as  a  dis¬ 
count  temporarily  available. 

Unfairness  is  Due  to  Ignorance. 

The  public  is  not  intentionally  unfair  in  its 
judgments;  it  simply  forms  its  opinions  upon  the 
basis  of  the  evidence  placed  before  it.  If  this 
evidence  is  one-sided  and  based  upon  false,  un¬ 
fair  or  distorted  statements,  the  public  is  not  to 
be  blamed  for  reaching  the  conclusions  which  it 
does.  If  the  retailers  do  little  or  nothing  to 
make  known  the  real  facts  on  their  own  side  of 
the  case  they  have  only  themselves  to  thank  that 
the  public  opinion  bears  heavily  upon  the  honor 
and  squareness  of  the  coal  trade. 

Thus  far  we  have  been  dwelling  exclusively 
upon  the  effect  upon  public  opinion  of  matters 
beyond  the  control  of  the  local  dealer,  but  the 
public  is  equally  at  sea  regarding  the  cost  of 
the  business,  after  the  coal  car  has  been  set  upon 
the  dealer’s_  siding.  Even  the  intelligent  mer¬ 
chant,  familiar  with  the  various  elements  of  ex¬ 
pense  entering  into  the  making  up  of  the  total 
cost  of  a  mercantile  business,  grossly  underesti¬ 
mates  the  corresponding  expenses  of  the  coal 
dealer,  often  thinking  that  the  latter  has  nothing 


to  do  but  to  dump  the  coal  into  a  wagon  and 
dump  it  out  again  on  his  customer’s  sidewalk. 
Such  ignorance  leads  him  to  suppose  that  the 
customary  ten  per  cent  for  expense  is  far  m 
excess  of  the  coal  man’s  expense.  Keenly  alive 
to  the  deterioration  due  to  breakage,  shelf-wear 
and  changes  in  style  as  to  his  own  stock,  the  same 
merchant  has  no  conception  of  the  retailer’s 
loss  of  coal  due  to  such  causes  as  short  weight, 
arid  breakage  in  handling,  nor  of  the  many 
other  expenses  which  must  be  figured  entirely 
apart  from  living  profit. 

Were  the  same  merchant  to  receive  one-half 
the  abuse  dealt  out  to  coal  men  he  would  con- 
sider  himself  one  of  the  most  misused  men  in 
the  community.  \Vhy  should  the  retail  coal 
dealer  accept  it  as  if  it  were  a  necessary  ele¬ 
ment  in  his  business? 

A  Campaign  of  Education  Needed. 

Our  contention  is  that  this  state  of  public 
opinion  can  be  changed  and  should  be  changed, 
but  that  the  only  person  who  can  bring  about  the 
change  is  the  coal  man  himself.  Of  course,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  of  the 
reprehensible  practices  charged  against  the  trade 
he  should  begin  by  cleansing  his  own  house. 
But  most  coal  dealers,  like  most  other  merchants, 
are  honorable,  straightforward  business  men,  and 
these  attacks,  as  affecting  the  business  in 
which  such  men  are  engaged,  that  we  are  speak¬ 
ing.  Their  point  can  be  quickly  blunted  and  their 
continuance  ultimately  brought  to  an  end  by  a 
campaign  of  education  carefully  planned  and 
skillfully  carried  out.  Much  can  be  accomplished 
by  the  individual  dealer,  more  perhaps  by  the 
concerted  action  of  the  local  retail  associations. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  that  the  allega¬ 
tions  against  the  coal  trade  are  largely  grounded 
m  Ignorance.  The  obvious  antidote  is  education, 
which  may  be  verbal,  by  circular,  or  through  the 
press.  One  should  never  tire  of  explaining  in 
conversation’  clearly  and  candidly,  the  bearing  of 
the  various  elements  which  the  dealer  must  take 
into  account  in  fixing  his  prices.  Still  more,  es¬ 
pecial  pains  should  be  taken  to  thoroughly  post 
the  local  editors  and  their  reporters  on  all  these 
matters,  and  in  preparing  circular  letters  and 
other  advertising  matter,  whether  mailed  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  customer  or  published,  care  should 
be  taken  to  clarify  the  public  mind  on  matters 
concerning  which  it  is  now  befogged. 

All  of  these  methods,  however,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  what  the  retailers’  talk  may  lead  the 
newspapers  to  print  upon  their  own  responsibil¬ 
ity,  are  open  to  the  objection  that  their  accept¬ 
ance  depends  upon  the  hearer’s  readiness  to  accept 
the  coal  dealer’s  word,  which  unfortunately  is  apt 
to  be  heavily  discounted  as  the  testimony  of  an 
interested  party.  This  stumbling  block  in  the 
way  of  an  educative  process  can  be  removed  by 
the  use  of  the  modern  remedy,  publicity. 

Value  of  the  Kalamazoo  Method. 

A  striking  incident  of  the  success  of  this  last 
named  method  is  to  be  found  in  the  recent  action 
of  the  coal  dealers  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  It 
being  known  that  a  retailers’  association  existed, 
and  it  also  being  known  that  prices  there  were 
somewhat  higher  than  in  certain  other  Michi- 
pn  cities,  the  cry  was  raised  that  the  local 
trust  was  defrauding  the  public.  Feeling  ran  so 
high  that  an  active  movement  was  under  way 
for  undertaking  wholesale  prosecutions.  The 
mayor  of  the  cit}',  being  a  man  universally  recog¬ 
nized  by  all  parties  as  of  the  highest  character 
and  incorruptible,  the  coal  dealers  invited  him  to 
make  an  investigation  of  the  contracts  under 
which  they  were  obliged  to  buy  their  coal  and 
of  their  books  as  showing  their  expenses  which 
they  were  forced  to  incur  in  its  sale  and  delivery. 
This  proposition  was  accepted,  the  mayor  made 
such  an  examination,  and  rendered  to  the  people 
of  Kalamazoo  a  report  in  which  he  exonerated 
the  local  dealers  from  every  charge  which  had  been 
brought  against  them,  and  added  the  statement 
that  were  he  in  the  coal  business  and  obliged 
to  accept  the  small  profits  accruing  to  the  Kala¬ 
mazoo  dealers  upon  the  amount  of  capital  and 
personal  effort  invested,  he  should  most  de- 
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cidedly  seize  the  first  opportunity  to  get  out  of 
the  coal  business.  This  report,  made  by  a  man 
respected  by  the  community,  after  an  investiga¬ 
tion  which  was  known  to  have  been  thorough, 
placed  the  coal  trade  before  the  people  of  Kala¬ 
mazoo  in  a  light  more  favorable  than  ever  be¬ 
fore  and  has  given  to  the  men  engaged  in  the 
business  a  standing  which  they  had  not  previously 
enjoyed. 

Publicity  in  this  instance  was  clearly  the  desira¬ 
ble  and  effective  course  for  the  establishment 
of  public  confidence  and  respect.  People  are 
naturally  suspicious  of  that  which  they  do  not 
understand,  mystery  being  regarded  as  indicating 
unfairness.  The  recognition,  therefore,  of  pub¬ 
licity,  as  an  important  factor  in  elevating  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  public 
mind  is  a  subject  well  worthy  of  the  most  care¬ 
ful  consideration,  and  we  believe  that  further 
trials  of  this  method  of  dealing  with  the  problem 
which  we  have  been  considering  will  help  to 
establish  its  true  value. 

The  Weigh  master. 


Western  Retail  M[otes. 

The  coal  and  lumber  business  of  Price  Bros., 
Pingree,  N.  D.,  has  been  purchased  by  the  Fann¬ 
ers’  Elevator  Co.,  of  the  same  city. 

The  Wellston-Oreton  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Wellston,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  David  Trainer, 
C.  H.  Davis,  F.  D.  Ewing,  M.  T.  Cox  and  Albert 
Strauss. 

Arthur  Sprinkle  has  sold  his  retail  coal  business 
at  Winterset,  Iowa,  to  Frank  Ross,  as  his  health 
has  been  too  poor  of  late  to  permit  of  his  manag¬ 
ing  the  business.  In  a  week  or  two  he  and  his 
family  will  leave  for  southern  Colorado. 

August  Lind  and  Charles  Lind,  of  Danville,  Ill., 
have  formed  a  partnership  as  Lind  Bros.,  and 
purchased  the  coal  mine  of  Jones  &  Spangler, 
near  that  city.  They  will  operate  it  in  coimec- 
tion  with  a  coal  yard  for  supplying  local  retail 
trade. 

The  retail  coal,  flour  and  feed  business  of  Will 
Brown,  Manson,  Iowa,  has  been  purchased  by 
T.  Enright,  of  the  same  city.  Mr.  Brown,  though 
still  a  young  man,  has  been  connected  with  the 
business  interests  of  Manson  for  the  past  twenty 
years. 

Wedgwood  &  Co.,  Storm  Lake,  Iowa,  have  dis¬ 
posed  of  their  coal  and  implement  business  to 
G.  F.  Groves,  who  for  several  years  has  been  in 
business  at  Quimby,  Iowa,  but  recently  has  lived 
in  Cherokee.  Mr.  Groves  has  already  taken  pos¬ 
session. 

The  board  of  education  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  has 
appointed  W.  R.  Sinclair  of  that  city  coal  in¬ 
spector,  at  a  wage  of  four  dollars  per  day.  It 
is  intended  that  he  shall  weigh  each  load  of  coal 
delivered  to  the  thirty-five  city  schools  and  inspect 
it  as  to  quality. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  East  Hulman  Street  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  The 
directors  and  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
John  A.  Greenwood,  Herman  A.  Schmidt  and 
Clyde  M.  Harrington. 

Sealed  bids  will  be  received  at  the  office  of  the 
secretary  of  the  school  board.  South  St.  Paul. 
Minn.,  until  Monday,  September  tenth,  for  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  to  the  city  schools  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  bids  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certi¬ 
fied  check  for  fifty  dollars. 

E.  L.  Ballou,  of  Larrabee,  Iowa,  has  sold  his 
retail  coal  business  to  the  firm  of  Weart  &  Ly- 
saght.  During  his  fifteen  years’  residence  there 
Mr.  Ballou  has  won  an  enviable  place  in  the  es¬ 
teem  of  the  people  of  Larrabee,  who  deeply  regret 
his  removal  from  their  city. 

Lewis  Eyre  has  transfererd  to  the  Union  Con¬ 
tracting  &  Coal  Co.,  Norwood,  Ohio,  his  yardage 
property  of  three  acres  at  Mentor  and  Huston 
avenues,  that  city.  Through  this  move  the  com¬ 
pany  will  greatly  increase  its  facilities  for  doing 
business  and  will  also  engage  in  general  con¬ 
tracting  in  the  future. 

-A..  G.  Crammond,  a  coal  dealer  at  112  Depot 
street.  Peoria,  Ill.,  narrowly  escaped  the  loss  of 
his  plant  by  fire  last  week.  A  blazing  torch  had 


been  thrust  into  a  crevice  between  two  sheds,  but 
was  discovered  in  time  to  prevent  more  than  a 
few  hundred  dollars’  damage.  There  is  no  clue 
to  the  identity  of  the  incendiary. 

The  Central  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  Tama,  Iowa, 
of  which  Glen  C.  Bowen  is  the  manager,  is  just 
completing  the  erection  of  a  line  of  coal  bunkers. 
They  are  twelve  feet  high,  twenty  feet  wide,  and 
120  feet  long,  and  have  a  capacity  of  six  hundred 
tons.  In  the  erection  of  the  bunkers  six  thousand 
feet  of  solid  oak  lumber  was  used. 

The  school  board  of  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  has 
awarded  the  contracts  for  furnishing  the  year’s 
supply  of  coal  to  the  schools  of  that  city  as 
follows :  F.  C.  Arnold,  Pocahontas  nm-of-mine 
and  screened  Hocking  lump,  at  $4.8.'j  per  ton; 
J.  G.  Wegner  Fuel  Co.,  Pocohontas  egg,  at  $6.25 
per  ton ;  Frank  McCabe  Coal  Co.,  egg,  nut  and 
stove  anthracite,  at  $8.30  per  ton. 

The  refusal  of  the  county  commissioners  of 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  in  which  Cleveland  is 
located,  to  accept  the  bids  received  for  supplying 
coal  for  the  county  buildings  on  the  ground  that 
they  were  too  high  occasioned  surprise  among 
the  coal  dealers.  The  managers  of  three  com¬ 
panies  which  bid  for  the  contract  vigorously  as¬ 
sert  that  the  bids  were  as  low  as  the  county  could 
ever  expect  to  get,  claiming  that  as  the  result 
of  the  recent  strike  in  the  coal  fields  and  the  ad¬ 
vance  in  wages  given  the  miners  they  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  pay  higher  prices  for  some  grades  of 
coal  than  they  did  a  few  months  ago.  Several 
of  the  dealers  said  that  the  reason  why  so  few 
bids  were  received  is  because  the  companies  can 
make  bigger  profits  selling  to  private  individuals. 
“If  the  commissioners  think  they  can  do  better 
they  ought  to  buy  the  coal  at  the  mines  and  do 
the  cartage  themselves,”  said  one  dealer.  “Then 
they  would  find  out  what  it  cost.” 


Eastern  Retail  ^lotes, 

~  The  Surplus  Coke  Co.  has  been  incorporated  in 
New  York  city  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
The  company  is  incorporated  by  Barton  M.  Gray 
and  J.  F.  Conwell,  of  New  York,  and  Albert  C. 
Aubery,  of  Brooklyn. 

The  Willimantic  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  filed 
articles  of  incorporation  at  Willimantic,  Conn., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  L.  J.  Storrs,  Fred  E.  Tilden  and 
P.  J.  Twomey,  all  of  Willimantic. 

The  Empire  Coal  &  Trucking  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000.  The  location  of  the  company  will  be 
113  Hamburg  place,  where  large  stocks  of  coal, 
coke  and  wood  will  be  handled  at  retail.  The 
incorporators  are  John  R.  Manser,  Adolph  M. 
Woelper,  Charles  P.  Schmidt,  George  F.  Woelper, 
Charles  F.  Woelper,  all  of  Newark. 

The  Citizens’  Ice,  Light  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Williamson,  W.  Va.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $100,000,  of  which  amount  $1,000  has 
been  subscribed  and  $100  paid  in.  The  company 
will  buy  and  sell  coal,  operate  an  illuminating 
plant  and  manufacture  and  sell  ice.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  M.  Z.  White,  J.  A.  Sheppard,  G.  R. 
C.  Wiles,  John  L.  Stafford  and  B.  Ranbias,  all  of 
Williamson. 

Southern  Retail  Notes^ 

The  French  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  of  Knox 
county,  Tenn.,  has  been  incorporated  at  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Johnson,  a  leading  dealer  in  coal  and 
ice  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  is  in  a  very  critical 
condition,  blood  poisoning  having  followed  an 
operation  performed  a  few  days  ago. 

The  Wallin  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Big  Stone  Gap,  Va.,  with  $10,000  capital  stock. 
The  incorporators  are  M.  Cabell,  president  and 
treasurer;  R.  D.  Baker,  secretary,  and  G.  M. 
Goodloe,  all  of  Big  Stone  Gap. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Vulcan  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Belleville.  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $5,000,  by  George  Hippard,  E.  A.  Ilippard  and 


Richard  Glover.  The  company  will  conduct  a 
general  mining  and  oil  business. 

The  Mutual  Oil,  Gas  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $1,000,000  at 
Phoenix,  Ariz.  The  company  will  also  have 
operations  at  Cliarleston,  Ill.,  the  capital  stock 
for  this  branch  of  the  business  being  $50,000. 

The  Raccoon  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  filed  articles 
of  incorporation  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  showing  a 
capital  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  C.  C. 
Williams,  C.  J.  Pretzman,  E.  L.  Taylor,  S.  H. 
Morrison  and  C.  E.  Woolman. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

'1  he  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  purchased  the  Avondale  Coal  Co.  from  its  re¬ 
ceiver,  Z.  DeRitchie.  The  mines  of  the  Avondale 
company  are  located  near  McArthur,  Ohio. 

A  vein  of  coal  three  feet  thick  and  of  good 
quality  has  been  discovered  in  the  mine  of  George 
&  Hayes,  Peru,  Neb.,  and  a  new  shaft  is  now 
being  opened.  The  vein  was  struck  at  a  depth  of 
sixty  feet.  The  improvements  to  the  mine  which 
are  now  being  made  will  be  completed  by  the 
middle  of  September  and  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  mining  of  the  coal. 

The  Albuquerque  &  Cerrillos  Coal  Co.,  of  Al¬ 
buquerque,  N.  M.,  filed  incorporation  papers 
today,  the  capital  being  $50,000,  the  headquarters 
are  at  Albuquerque  and  the  incorporators  and 
directors  are  W.  H.  Hahn,  G.  A.  Kossman,  of 
Albuquerque,  and  James  Lamb,  of  Madrid.  The 
company  will  work  the  anthracite  mines  of  the 
Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  at  Madrid,  Santa  Fe 
county,  N.  M. 

A  fire  at  the  Carbon  Coal  Co.’s  mine  near  La 
Salle,  Ill.,  last  week  caused  complete  destruction 
of  the  top  works,  entailing  a  loss  of  $25,000. 
Upon  this  there  was  insurance  of  $16,000.  The 
night  watchman  discovered  the  blaze,  but  no 
one  can  figure  out  the  cause.  Four  hundred  and 
fifty  men  were  employed  at  this  mine,  and  until 
new  buildings  can  be  erected  these  will  be  divided 
between  the  Rockwell  and  Union  mines,  both 
owned  by  the  same  company. 

Four  carloads  of  machinery  owned  by  Long¬ 
year  &  Hodge,  the  diamond  drill  contractors, 
of  Marquette,  Mich.,  have  been  forwarded  to 
Montana,  where  the  equipment  will  be  used  in 
exploratory  work  conducted  for  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railway  Co.  Several  drills  will  be  op¬ 
erated,  but  the  number  in  commission  will  not  be 
large  at  the  start,  as  the  men  needed  cannot  now 
be  secured.  A  tract  thirty  miles  or  more  in 
length  will  be  explored  for  coal,  and  it  is  thought 
that  some  important  discoveries  will  be  made. 

The  two  new  coal  mines  being  opened  in  the 
Bearcreek,  Mont.,  field  by  the  Montana  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  under  the  management  of  George  T. 
Lamport,  will  very  soon  be  developed  into  big  pro¬ 
ducers.  The  main  mine  up  the  gulch  from  the 
town  of  Bearcreek  is  being  exploited  with  three 
shifts.  The  slope  is  now  down  one  hundred  feet 
and  the  drift  is  in  fifty  feet,  both  in  the  im¬ 
mense  vein  of  coal.  At  the  mine  on  Kuecking 
creek  three  shifts  are  also  employed,  and  the 
drift  is  in  on  the  water  level  some  one  hundred 
feet  in  clean  coal. 

The  Fort  Smith  Western  railway  has  bought 
the  St.  Louis,  El  Reno  &  Western,  forty-two 
miles  long  and  running  southwesterly  from 
Guthrie,  Okla.  The  consideration  was  $1,000,000. 
The  consolidated  line  will  extend  southwest  and 
connect  with  the  Orient,  going  eventually  to 
Mexico.  Vice-President  Crane  says  that  work 
on  the  extension  will  begin  at  once.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  taking  over  of  this  road  is  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  a  direct  outlet  for  coke  in  the 
rapidly  increasing  market  in  Mexico.  Henry  C. 
Frick  is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  road. 

The  second  vein  of  coal  under  the  city  park 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  will  be  taken  out  under 
a  lease  just  made  with  the  park  board  by  B.  S. 
Walker.  The  lease  runs  for  ten  years  and  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  opening  of  an  air  shaft  on  the 
park  grounds,  but  for  the  sinking  of  the  mining 
shaft  on  private  ground.  Mr.  Walker  has  also 
secured  the  right  to  tunnel  through  the  park  to 
property  he  owns  cast  of  the  park.  A  royalty 
of  ten  cents  a  ton  is  stipulated,  with  a  guarantee 
of  $800  the  first  year  and  $1,0C0  the  second, 
riie  coal  lies  at  a  depth  of  over  a  hundred  feet 
and  it  is  said  the  surface  will  not  be  injured. 


36 


[September  1 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


The  lease  is  valuable  both  because  of 
the  quality  of  the  coal  and  of  the  ac¬ 
cessibility  of  the  shaft,  whicli  will  be 
established  just  south  of  the  Ninth 
street  bridge. 

The  improvements  to  the  Clarkson  coal 
dock  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  arc  practically 
finished.  Not  only  has  the  dock  itself 
been  extended,  but  the  appliances  for 
moving  and  handling  the  coal  have  been 
greatly  added  to. 

All  previous  records  for  heavy  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  carried  from  a  lowei  lake 
port  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  were  broken 
with  the  arrival  at  Superior,  Wis.,  of 
the  big  steamer  Henry  B.  Smith  on  her 
last  trip  with  10,731  tons  on  board.  This 
beats  the  previous  record  by  nearly 
thirty  tons.  The  previous  record  was 
held  by  the  Wolviji. 

A  suit  has  been  begun  in  the  district 
court  at  Trinidad,  Colo.,  by  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Southern  Fuel  Co.  against  J.  T. 
Lloyd,  J.  y.  Williams,  John  Osier  and 
A.  H.  Splain  for  alleged  breach  of  con¬ 
tact.  It  is  alleged  by  the  plaintiff  that 
it  sold  to  the  defendants  an  option  on 
three  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  and 
when  the  contract  was  ready  to  be 
closed  they  refused  to  sign  it,  as  agreed 
in  the  option.  The  land  is  valued  at 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Carbon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  owned 
bv  the  American  Smelting  &  Refining 
Co.,  has  commenced  the  construction  of 
four  hundred  coke  ovens  in  Riley  canon, 
near  Trinidad,  Colo.,  where  a  new  coal 
mine  is  being  opened.  Several  bodies 
of  splendid  coking  coal  have  been  un¬ 
covered  and  in  a  few  months  this  camp 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  best  in  the 
region.  Two  hundred  men  are  em¬ 
ployed  and  the  force  is  being  increased 
as  rapidly  as  development  warrants. 

The  Robert  Gage  Coal  Co.  is  now 
hoisting  eight  hundred  tons  of  coal 
daily  from  its  shaft  west  of  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  and  is  slowly  increasing  the  out¬ 
put.  The  new  mine  is  now  one  of  the 
finest  coal  plants  in  the  state  and  is 
equipped  with  every  modern  conven¬ 
ience.  The  company  will  shortly  begin 
work  on  its  new  shaft,  to  be  sunk  near 
the  shaft  now  in  operation.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  an  immense  area  of  known 
land,  with  very  heavy  veins  and  ad¬ 
mirably  laid  as  to  dips,  etc.,  so  that 
working  expenses  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

The  coal  production  of  Colorado  for 
1906  will  be  about  11,000,000  tons.  This 
prediction  is  made  by  Staje  Coal  Mine 
Inspector  J.  D.  Jones  in  his  semi-annual 
report,  which  he  submitted  last  week  to 
Governor  McDonald.  During  the  first 
six  moiyhs  of  the  present  year  the  total 
production,  according  to  the  inspector’s 
figures,  was  5,042,814  tons,  an  increase 
of  990,831  tons  over  the  production  dur- 
ijig  the  same  period  in  1905.  Las  Ani¬ 
mas  county  shows  the  largest  increase. 
In  that  county  2,540,095  tons  were  mined 
in  the  first  six  months  of  1906,  that  be¬ 
ing  471,992  tons  more  than  in  the  same 
period  in  1905.  The  state  coal  mine  in¬ 
spector  reports  that  there  have  been  no 
strikes  and  that  the  mines  are  in  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition. 


Eastern  Notes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been 
filed  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  by  the  Bright  Coal 
Co.,  showing  an  authorized  capital  stock 
of  $25,000. 

The  Buck  Ridge  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Clearfield,  Pa.,  to  conduct 
a  general  coal  mining,  shipping,  selling 
and  buying  business.  The  company  is 
incorporated  by  T.  C.  Whitehead,  A.  K. 
Whitehead,  J.  C.  McCartney  and  Re¬ 
becca  Kline. 

The  Frackville-Gordon  Coal  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  I'hilaclelphia,  Pa., 
by  A.  N.  Wetherbee,  C.  G.  Blake,  W.  H. 
Whitcomb,  who  also  compose  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  company.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $5,000,  divided  into 
fifty  shares  of  $100  each. 

The  Ben’s  Creek-Sonman  Co.,  Miners- 
ville.  Pa.,  has  been  uicorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $20,000,  divided  into  200 
shares  of  $100  each.  The  stockholders 
and  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
Roger  Knox,  Pittsburg,  ten  shares;  J.  M. 
Magee,  Pittsburg,  five  shares;  C.  K. 
Robinson,  Bellevue,  Pa.,  five  shares. 
These  men  are  also  the  directors  of  the 
concern. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Gilberton  colliery  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  sus¬ 
pended  operations  indefinitely  to  under¬ 
go  extensive  repairs. 

The  firm  of  Campbell,  Rinn  &  Co., 
of  Indiana,  Pa.,  have  recently  added  to 
their  already  large  holdings  of  coal 
lands,  near  that  place,  a  tract  of  175 
acres,  the  purchase  price  being  about 
$23,000. 

C.  S.  O.  Tintsman,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
last  week  bought  a  six  hundred  acre 
tract  of  coal  land  near  Morgantown, 
W.  Va.,  bidding  it  in  for  $90,000  at  a 
public  commissioner’s  sale,  held  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  a  decree  of  the  circuit  court. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
and  canceled  from  the  proceeds  of  the 
sinking  fund  provided  therefor  $1,570,- 
000  of  the  $25,000,000  of  the  guaranteed 
first  mortgage  five  per  cent  bonds  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  of  Pennsylvania,  re¬ 
ducing  the  amount  outstanding  to  $23,- 
430,000. 

The  strike  at  the  Jermyn  mines  in 
Rendham,  Pa.,  which  went  into  effect 
over  six  months  ago,  has  been  termi¬ 
nated,  and  from  now  on  the  collieries 
will  work  under  the  conditions  of  the 
award  of  the  anthracite  strike  commis¬ 
sion  according  to  the  arrangement  made 
by  the  miners  and  operators  in  New 
York  in  May. 

The  new  power  house  being  erected  at 
the  Fernwood  colliery  of  the  Hillside 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Pittston,  Pa.,  of  which 
J._  H.  Williams,  of  Wilkesbarre,  is  dis¬ 
trict  superintendent,  is  about  completed. 
Three  engines,  which  are  General  Elec¬ 
tric  make,  are  being  installed,  and  when 
completed  it  will  be  one  of  the  most 
up-to-date  power  houses  in  the  region. 
Three  General  Electric  motors  have  been 


installed  in  the  mines  for  the  purpose 
of  hauling  coal,  and  this  will  dispense 
with  a  number  of  mules  and  the  coal 
will  reach  the  surface  more  quickly. 

Large  quantities  of  small  sizes  of  coal 
sifted  from  the  sands  in  the  Parrayville 
dam  pass  down  the  Lehigh  canal  daily, 
consigned  to  South  Easton,  Pa.  The 
coal  separator  in  that  dam  has  been  in 
operation  several  years  and  thousands  of 
tons  of  coal  have  been  removed.  The 
coal  is  especially  adapted  to  steam  pur¬ 
poses  and  is  very  cheap. 

In  the  effort  to  overcome  the  fire 
which  has  been  raging  in  the  Warrior 
Run  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.  ever  since  the  recent  explosion  and 
cave-in,  the  company  has  turned  a  creek 
into  the  Baltimore  slope  of  the  colliery. 
Massive  walls  are  being  erected  to  keep 
the  fire  confined.  The  town,  which  is 
over  the  mine,  is  in  danger. 

The  Vulcan  colliery  of  the  Mill  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  at  Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  was  the 
scene  of  a  terrific  explosion  last  week 
Tuesday.  The  explosion  occurred  in  the 
fifth  and  .sixth  lifts  of  the  colliery  and 
from  what  could  be  learned  was  due  to  a 
naked  lamp  and  an  accumulation  of  gas. 
A  rescuing  party  was  organized,  but 
some  time  elapsed  before  any  definite 
information  could  be  gleaned,  but  a 
thorough  search  revealed  two  men  killed 
and  twenty  injured. 

The  Zimdel  Coal  Co.,  composed  of 
David  L.  Zundel  and  William  Pierce, 
is  opening  mines  on  the  Fisher  farm  in 
Rostraver  township,  near  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  between  the  Youghiogheny  and  Mo- 
nongahela  rivers.  The  company  has  pur¬ 
chased  several  small  tracts  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  seam.  The  coal  will  be  shipped 
by  a  feeder  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake 
Erie  railroad,  now  in  course  of  construc¬ 
tion.  The  price  of  the  coal  was  eleven 
hundred  dollars  per  acre. 

The  Erie  Co.,  which  operates  collier¬ 
ies  at  Forest  City,  Mayfield,  Dunmore, 
Avoca,  Old  Forge,  Pittston  and  Port 
Griffith,  has  reduced  the  price  for  cut¬ 
ting  top  and  bottom  rock  seventeen  cents 
a  yard.  Every  one  of  the  thousand  min¬ 
ers  in  the  company’s  employ  is  affected. 
The  miners  say  they  have  also  been  in¬ 
formed  they  will  not  be  paid  for  bailing 
water  hereafter.  If  the  company  de¬ 
clines  to  restore  the  former  rates  the 
grievance  will  be  taken  to  the  concilia¬ 
tion  board. 

The  shipment  of  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  tons  of  bituminous  coal  from  Bal¬ 
timore  to  Boston,  much  of  which  has 
already  been  forwarded,  has  called  for 
more  than  the  capacity  of  the  present 
coal  pier  of  the  Northern  Central  rail¬ 
way  at  Canton,  from  which  this  large 
quantity  is  being  shipped.  To  accom¬ 
modate  the  large  type  of  schooners  that 
have  been  taken  to  carry  the  coal  it 
has  been  necessary  to  deepen  the  water 
alongside  the  northern  side  of  the  pier. 
This  has  been  done  by  the  Maryland 
Dredging  &  Contracting  Co.,  and  the 
depth  will  now  admit  the  loading  of  two 
large  vessels  at  a  time.  It  is  reported 
that  the  present  pier  is  to  be  duplicated 
and  at  the  same  time  improved  upon. 


The  old  and  original  Baker-Whiteley 
Coal  Co.’s  pier,  which  was  south  of  the 
present  pier,  has  recently  been  leveled 
to  the  platform  wharf  upon  which  it  was 
erected,  and  which  if  the  new  pier  idea 
is  carried  out  will  no  doubt  be  used  for 
the  proposed  addition  to  the  facilities 
for  the  shipment  cf  coal. 

The  well  known  Johnson-Beasely  tract 
of  coal  in  Conyngham  township,  Colum¬ 
bia  county.  Pa.,  may  be  lost  to  the  heirs 
through  the  non-payment  of  taxes.  Val¬ 
ued  at  $100,000,  the  tract  was  bought  by 
James  Archibald  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
$98,  and  sold  to  Williamsport  capital¬ 
ists,  who  will  defend  their  title.  It  is 
alleged,  however,  that  the  sale  was  pre¬ 
mature,  and  therefore  invalid.  That  is, 
it  was  sold  for  taxes  not  at  the  time 
due,  and  if  that  claim  is  sustained  the 
transaction  will  not  hold.  In  any  event, 
complicated  and  prolonged  litigation  is 
certain.  The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 
has  been  mining  coal  from  the  tract 
under  lease  for  a  number  of  years. 

A.  L.  Williams,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
John  Newton  Thomas,  of  West  Pitts¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  and  Morris  Williams,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  the  latter  being  the  general 
manager  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co., 
have  purchased  the  coal  from  the  Land- 
messer  heirs,  that  underlies  the  borough 
of  Ashley,  Pa.,  and  also  coad  tracts 
under  the  city  of  Wilkesbarre  in  which 
the  heirs  of  the  Landmesser  estate  were 
partially  interested.  There  are  thirty- 
three  acres  of  coal  supposed  to  be  in  an 
untouched  state,  and  the  price  paid  was 
in  the  neighborhood-  of  $125,000.  For 
the  tract  under  Ashley  the  Landmesser 
heirs  received  $76,463.31.  There  were 
eighteen  acres  in  that  tract. 

By  the  advice  of  the  Pennsylvania 
state  department  of  mining.  Mine  In¬ 
spector  H.  D.  Johnson  brought  an  equity 
suit  at  Scranton  against  Elliott,  McClure 
&  Co.,  designed  to  keep  them  from  re¬ 
building  their  breaker  on  the  site  of  the 
one  destroyed  by  fire  a  month  ago  at 
their  Sibley  mine.  It  was  thought  that 
the  prohibition  could  be  enforced  under 
the  provisions  of  a  law  passed  in  1891 
making  it  prohibitive  to  erect  a  breaker 
within  two  hundred  feet  of  the  entrance 
of  the  mouth  of  the  shaft.  But  the 
breaker  at  the  Sibley  was  built  in  1875, 
or  before  this  law  was  passed,  and  the 
court  has  now  handed  down  a  decision 
in  favor  of  Elliott,  McClure  &  Co.,  be¬ 
cause  the  law  exempts  breakers  already 
erected  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
act. 

The  Merchants’  Coal  Co.,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  which  has  extensive  hold¬ 
ings  at  Boswell,  Pa.,  bordering  the 
Meyersdale  region  on  the  north,  pro¬ 
poses  to  make  a  new  opening  in  its 
fourteen  thousand-acre  tract  .near  Bos¬ 
well.  The  new  opening  will  not  be  far 
from  the  United  Coal  Co.’s  plant  four 
miles  from  Boswell.  Later  two  or  three 
more  openings  will  be  driven  into  the 
coal.  About  all  the  available  coal  land 
in  Somerset  county  is  under  lease,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  blocks  here  and 
there.  The  demand  for  fuel  is  very 
brisk,  and  there  has  not  been  a  whisper 
of  car  scarcity  since  the  inquiry  by  the 
interstate  commerce  commission.  Many 
new  towns  are  springing  up  in  the  field. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  August  30. — (Spe- 
ial  Correspondence.) — A  decided  stif- 
ening  of  the  domestic  trade  has  been 
he  feature  of  the  market  during  the 
last  week,  many  retail  dealers  mak- 
iig  an  effort  to  get  in  under  the 
ummer  price  of  $1.50.  The  advance 
o  take  place  on  September  first, 
^rhich  has  been  foreshadowed  for 
ome  time,  is  now  officially  an- 
ounced,  a  conservative  increase  of 
ifteen  cents  per  ton  having  been 
greed  upon.  Considerable  pressure 
ooking  to  this  end  has  been  brought 
o  bear  upon  the  dominant  Hocking 
Galley  operators  by  the  smaller  con- 
erns.  Prices  have  been  ruling 
airly  firm  at  circular  quotations  and 
t  was  felt  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
rade  that  some  benefit  from  an  ad- 
ance  should  be  realized  by  them  be- 
ore  the  car  famine  became  so  seri¬ 
ns  as  to  demoralize  shipments. 

The  New  Hocking  Circular. 

Another  increase  for  the  near  future 
;  anticipated,  placing  the  figure  at 
ist  November’s  quotation  of  $1.75. 
'he  new  circular  on  Hocking  is  as 
dIIows:  Domestic  lump  $1.65,  three- 
uarter  $1.55,  run-of-mine  $1.30,  nut 
1.15,  nut,  pea  and  slack  75c,  coarse 
lack  50c.  The  following  new  quota- 
ions  for  this  market  are  also  an- 
[ounced  on  West  Virginia:  Black 
letty  and  Smithers  Creek,  hand 
icked  $1.75,  Kanawha  splint  lump 
1.60,  three-quarter  $1.25,  run-of-mine 
1.10,  nut,  pea  and  slack  75c,  coarse 
lack  60c. 

Operators  in  general  report  plenty 
f  business  and  some  state  that  they 
re  daily  turning  down  orders.  The 
ctivity  of  domestic  coal  has  diverted 
large  tonnage  from  the  lake  trade, 
ud  this  will  probably  continue  to  be 
le  case  until  retail  dealers  get  in 
leir  stocks.  Advices  from  the  upper 
ike  docks  are  to  the  effect  that 
hipments  are  far  short  of  the  nor- 
lal  for  this  advanced  period  of  the 
:ason,  and  there  appears  to  be  real 
larm  over  the  prospect  of  a  coal 
imine  in  that  region.  These  condi- 
ons  are  interpreted  by  Hocking 
'alley  operators  to  mean  that  heavy 
ike  shipments  will  continue  as  long 
3  the  lakes  are  navigable,  with  a 
ig  all-rail  movement  throughout  the 
■inter. 

Congestion  at  the  Hocking  Valley 
ocks  was  reported  to  be  consider- 
bly  relieved  the  latter  part  of  last 
'eek,  stocks  on  cars  being  pretty 
ell  cleaned  up,  but  for  the  past  few 
ays  there  has  been  great  scarcity  of 
oats  again.  The  car  shortage  con- 
nues  to  grow  worse  and  mines  in 
;rritory  least  favored  as  to  location 
re  working  very  short  time.  Grain 
lipments  will  soon  be  on  in  full 
irce,  which  will  further  lessen  facili- 
es  for  reaching  western  points.  The 
larketing  of  beet  sugar  in  Michigan, 
ow  near  at  hand,  will  also  be  a  drain 
pon  the  railroads  within  a  certain 
irritory,  at  the  expense  of  the  coal 
ade. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Normal. 

The  Columbus  retail  coal  trade  is 
oout  normal,  with  prices  at  tljree 
ollars  for  Hocking  and  four  dollars 
)r  Pocahontas.  Dealers  are  greatly 
orked  up  over  the  recent  ruling  of 
le  railroads,  which  went  into  effect 
n  August  first,  reducing  the  time 
mit  for  unloading  cars  from  ninety- 
X  to  forty-eight  hours.  It  is  stated 
lat  this  makes  an  extra  expense  of 
bout  twenty  cents  per  ton,  and  un¬ 


less  the  order  is  rescinded  it  will  put 
a  number  of  the  small  concerns  out 
of  business,  in  case  there  should  be 
no  commensurate  advance  in  prices 
to  the  consumer.  September  eigh¬ 
teenth  has  been  fixed  as  the  date  for 
presenting  arguments  to  the  state 
railroad  commissioner  against  the 
measure.  As  a  number  of  commodi¬ 
ties  besides  coal  are  affected,  the  fight 
is  being  made  by  Secretary  McCord, 
of  the  Ohio  Shippers’  Association. 
He  is  having  the  active  support  of  the 
Ohio  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  through  its'  sec¬ 
retary,  Ford  R.  Cate.  Able  legal 
counsel  has  been  retained,  and  the 
outcome  will  be  watched,  with  con¬ 
cern  by  retail  coal  men  all  over  the 
state. 

Changes  by  Sunday  Creek  Co, 

Interest  attaches  to  important  in¬ 
novations  and  changes  made  in  the 
sales  department  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.  Beginning  with  September  first, 
the  company  will  have  an  office  at 
Indianapolis,  718  Traction  Terminal 
building,  under  charge  of  F.  L.  Fen- 
stemacher,  southwestern  sales  agent. 
All  Indiana  salesmen  will  report  di¬ 
rect  to  him.  A  new  branch  office  will 
also  be  open  on  this  date  in  the  new 
Nicholas  building,  Toledo,  with  N.  J. 
Connolly  as  its  head.  N.  J.  Galla¬ 
gher  will  succeed  Mr.  Fenstemacher 
on  the  road,  and  Mr.  Connolly,  who 
also  comes  from  the  ranks  of  the 
company’s  traveling  salesmen,  will  be 
succeeded  by  James  R.  Fitzer,  who 
has  resigned  the  agency  of  the  Ohio 
Central  lines  at  Bucyrus  to  accept 
this  position.  This  gives  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.  branch  offices  in  ten  of  the 
large  cities  of  the  country.  It  is  part 
of  a  highly-perfected  system  being 
worked  out  by  Vice-President  H.  H. 
Heiner,  one  made  necessary  by  the 
magnitude  of  the  company’s  interests. 
The  latter  are  about  to  be  further  aug¬ 
mented  by  the  opening  up  of  new 
mines  in  Ohio  and  West  Virginia^ 
which  will  increase  the  company’s 
output  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per 
cent.  Announcement  of  other  details 
in  the  improvement  of  the  sales  or¬ 
ganization  will  be  made  in  the  near 
future. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

H.  S.  Odbert  Jr.,  of  the  Odbert 
Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  paid  Columbus  a 
visit  this  week. 

C.  A.  Morton,  a  prominent  coal  oper¬ 
ator  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  has  re¬ 
turned  home  from  a  visit  to  Columbus 
friends. 

Daniel  C.  Hitt,  of  the  Kelly  Creek 
Colliery  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  has 
been  a  caller  upon  old  Columbus 
friends. 

J.  A.  Teegardin,  northern  sales  agent, 
with  headquarters  at  Detroit,  of  the 
New  York  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Columbus 
this  week. 

"The  Hamilton  Coal  Co.  moved  into 
their  new  quarters  on  the  fifteenth 
floor  of  the  Capitol  Trust  Co.  build¬ 
ing  on  Tuesday. 

Jay  Gaines,  sales  manager  of  the 
Hisylvania  Coal  Co.,  has  returned 
from  a  vacation  trip  to  Detroit  and 
other  Michigan  points. 

James  A.  Henchey,  manager,  of  the 
Antler  Coal  Co.,  Welch,  W.  ,Va.,  was 


a  caller  at  the  office  of  the  Capitol 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  this  week. 

W.  A.  Gibson,  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Whole¬ 
sale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  was  in  town  on  Tuesday. 

Horace  L.  Chapman,  of  the  Chap¬ 
man  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Columbus  this 
week,  but  has  returned  to  his  summer 
home  in  the  mountains  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 

John  M.  Taylor,  of  the  Taylor-Wil- 
liams  Coal  Co.,  who  has  been  spending 
a  large  portion  of  the  summer  in  the 
cast  with  his  family,  will  return  home 
next  week. 

X  lie  Barnes  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  whose 
general  offices  have  been  in  the  Schultz 
Iniilding,  this  city,  have  removed  their 
headquarters  to  P'ranklin  Station,  Cosh¬ 
octon  county,  Ohio. 

E.  D.  Carr,  traveling  salesman  for  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Con'  &  Iron  Co., 
has  been  appointed  saies  agent  of  this 
company,  to  succeed  C.  S.  Binns,  who 
goes  with  the  Capitol  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
September  first  as  secretary  and  part 
owner. 

Some  interest  centers  in  the  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  late  McLeisch  Coal  Co.,  at 
Gloucester,  Ohio,  bids  for  which  will  be 
opened  by  Receiver  R.  C.  Wharton,  at 
Columbus,  next  week,  September  fourth 
being  the  date  on  which  offers  for  the 
property  must  be  in  his  hands. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  sales  agent  at  Detroit 
of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  and  G.  E.  Tet- 
rich,  of  Columbus,  manager  of  stores, 
both  of  whom  have  been  seriously  ill 
with  typhoid  fever,  arc  reported  con¬ 
valescent.  Mr.  Andrews  will  leave  for 
Maine  the  first  of  the  week  to  recu¬ 
perate. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co.  an¬ 
nounce  that  they  will  hereafter  control 
the  output  of  the  Sedalia  Coal  Co.  mine 
at  Gloucester,  Ohio,  one  of  the  best 
known  mining  properties  of  the  Hocking 
Valley.  The  Hamilton  Co.  has  disposed 
of  its  retail  branch  at  Springfield,  Ohio, 
known  as  the  Lilly  Coal  Co.,  to  D.  A. 
Hally,  of  Portsmouth. 

W.  P.  Rend  and  Joseph  Rend,  of 
the  Rend  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  were 
in  Columbus  this  week,  looking  after 
matters  pertaining  to  pending  large 
purchases  of  coal  territory  in  the  Po¬ 
cahontas  field,  W.  Va.,  for  which  they 
have  been  negotiating  since  the  sale 
of  their  mines  in  that  state  a  year  ago 
to  the  Berwind-White  Co.,  of  New 
York  for  about  $3,000,000. 

The  important  announcement  is  made 
by  the  New  York  Coal  Co.  that  within 
the  next  few  days  it  will  start  its  new 
mine  at  Orbiston,  Ohio,  on  the  Snow 
Fork  branch  of  the  Hocking  Valley  rail¬ 
way,  which  will  give  the  company  an 
increased  capacity  of  one  thousand  tons 
per  day.  The  new  mine  is  of  modern 
.equipment  and  is  located  in  close  prox¬ 
imity  to  one  already  under  operation. 

State  Mine  Inspector  Harrison  has  is¬ 
sued  a  circular  letter  severeb'  criticising 
mine  bosses  in  permitting  operatives  to 
ignore  certain  safeguards  which  the  laws 
have  thrown  about  them  for  their  own 
safety.  He  states  that  during  the  past 
month  fifteen  fatal  accidents  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  Ohio,  and  there  have  been 
twice  that  many  in  which  men  have  been 
crippled  perhaps  for  life,  almost  all  of 
these  casualties  being  laid  at  the  door 
of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  the 
men  are  protected  against  their  o>»-n 
foolhardiness.  Among  otTTer  causes  of 
death  enumerated  is  that  of  allowing 
miners  to  tamper  with  electric  light 
wires  for  the  amusement  of  seeing  the 
sparks  fly.  During  1905  one  life  was 
lost  for  every  227.000  tons  of  coal 
mined.  Inspector  Harrison  makes  the 
point,  rather  caustically,  that  it  is  very 
discouraging  for  miners’  officials  to  be 
continually  exerting  themselves  and 
their  organization  to  be  spending  money 
to  secure  better  laws  while  a  great  many 
of  the  rank  and  file  are  alwavs  study¬ 
ing  and  scheming  how  to  evade  the  ones 
already  on  the  statute  books. 
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Southern  Notes. 

The  Greasy  Creek  Cannel  Coal  Co. 
has  settled  the  strike  at  their  mines  in 
Johnson  county,  Ky.,  and  the  niineis 
have  resumed  work.  'I'he  demands  of 
the  miners  were  met  and  a  two-year 
agreement  was  signed.  The  mine.-',  have 
Ixcn  idle  for  several  months.  The  .set¬ 
tlement  of  the  strike  will  give  employ¬ 
ment  to  about  l.'SO  men  and  means  much 
to  the  people  of  that  section. 

The  organization  of  another  large  coal 
company  has  been  reported  to  the  sec¬ 
retary  of  state  of  Alabama.  It  is  the 
Warrior  Coal  &  Land  Co.,  with  C.  S. 
Simmons  and  Walter  Moore  and  others 
interested.  Its  capitalization  is  fixed  at 
$250,000,  and  the  headquarters  are  in 
Birmingham. 


Gov.  John  I.  Cox  and  Prison  Commis¬ 
sioner  W.  IL  Hartford,  of  Tennessee, 
have  returned  from  Fentress  county, 
where  they  spent  several  days  inspect¬ 
ing  coal  lands  which  have  been  offered 
to  the  state.  They  will  probably  next 
make  an  inspection  of  property  offered 
in  Grundy,  Van  Buren,  Sequatchie  and 
Cumberland  counties.  Governor  Cox 
stated  that  they  had  found  a  fine  quality 
of  domestic  coal  in  Fentress  county, 
much  of  which  is  near  the  surface,  is  in 
thick  veins  and  apparently  in  practically 
inexhaustible  quantities.  They  found 
there  a  tract  of  fully  fifteen  thousand 
acres  of  coal  lands  most  conveniently 
located  for  mining  purposes.  No  pur¬ 
chase  was  made  and  will  not  be  until  all 
the  property  that  has  been  offered  to  the 
state  has  been  carefully  inspected  by  the 
governor  and  prison  commissioners  and 


the  coal  tested  by  experts  in  behalf  of 
the  state. 

The  strike  of  the  six  thousand  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  which  has  been  in  progress  at 
the  mines  of  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron 
&  Railroad  Co.,  the  Sloss-Sheffield  Steel 
&  Iron  Co.,  the  Republican  Iron  &  Steel 
Co.,  and  the  Woodward  Iron  Co.,  since 
July  25,  1904,  is  ended.  A  convention  of 
the  miners  was  held  about  two  weeks 
ago,  at  which  it  was  determined  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  question  of  calling  off  the  strike 
to  a  referendum  vote  of  the  local  unions. 
In  the  convention  there  was  a  division 
of  sentiment  as  to  calling  the  strike  off. 
but  the  announcement  made  after  the 
convention,  that  the  miners’  national  or¬ 
ganization  had  given  notice  of  a  with¬ 
drawal  of  further  supplies  for  the  strik¬ 


ers,  had  the  effect  of  bringing  things  to 
a  climax  without  much  delay.  The  min¬ 
ers,  by  a  decisive  majority,  voted  to  end 
the  strike,  and  are  returning  to  work 
as  they  find  opportunity,  on  an  open  shop 
basis.  This  strike  has  cost  the  miners’ 
organization  a  little  over  a  round  million 
dollars  in  money  paid  out  for  supplies 
for  the  strikers,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
enormous  loss  which  the  men  themselves 
have  sustained,  due  to  a  stoppage  of 
their  wages.  Leaders  of  the  strikers 
at  last  recognized  that  they  were 
whipped,  the  several  mines  involved  hav¬ 
ing  long  since  established  the  “open 
shop’’  basis.  This  is  the  worst  setback 
the  union  miners  have  had  in  Alabama 
in  twelve  years,  and  as  a  result  not 
over  thirty  per  cent  of  the  coal  mined 
in  the  state  is  now  coming  from  mines 
where  the  union  workers  predominate 
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General  Review 

A  revival  of  trade  is  reported  from  all  parts  of  the  coontrv. 
The  degree  of  improvement  varies  in  different  sections  hut  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  fall  is  having  its  effect  everywhere.  Where  l)usiness  was 
already  good,  demands  are  becoming  more  urgent,  and  where  dullness 
prevaiiecl  activity  is  developing.  At  tlie  present  rate  of  ])rogress  an¬ 
other  two  weeks  will  find  both  wholesalers  and  retailers  rushed  with 
business  the  country  over. 

Were  it  not  for  the  constantly  increasing  difficulty  in  securing 
an  adequate  sup]dy  of  cars  the  outlook  for  a  harmonious  and  exceed¬ 
ingly  profitable  fall  trade  would  be  almost  without  a  cloud.  Instead, 
a  car  famine  une.xcelled  if  not  unequalled  l)y  anything  in  the  past  is 
generally  believed  to  be  coming.  Complaints  of  this  nature  bcgau 
many  weeks  earlier  than  usual  and  have  steadily  increased  in  fre¬ 
quency  and  vigor.  In  some  of  the  coal  fields  the  trouble  is  already  so 
great  that  the  producing  companies  are  far  behind  in  their  ortlers. 
so  much  so  that  they  are  having  the  greatest  difficulty  in  sup{)lying 
the  most  urgent  needs  of  their  best  and  most  regular  customers,  while 
those  consumers  who  are  not  aided  by  the  interest  which  springs  from 
long  and  profitable  business  relationships  find  it  almost  impossible  to 
secure  even  a  single  ear  of  some  description.  Sales  agents  at  points 
remote  from  the  mines  are  every  day  obliged  to  turn  down  new  busi¬ 
ness  of  a  most  desirable  sort  unl&ss  the  prospective  customer  is  in  a 
position  to  grant  unlimited  time  for  the  filling  of  his  order. 

The  foregoing  statement  characterizes  the  situation  today  and 
applies  with  greatest  force  to  the  mines  of  western  Pennsylvania. 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio,  or  in  other  words  to  the  railroads  centering 
in  or  radiating  from  Pittsburg,  but  other  fields  are  beginning  to 
suffer  in  the  same  way  with  every  prospect  that  a  very  few  weeks  will 
find  them  as  badly  off  as  has  been  indicated. 

The  fact  that  a  large  percentage  of  all-rail  anthracite  shipments 
is  made  in  box  cars  is  destined  in  the  near  future  to  create  an  espe¬ 
cially  bad  situation  for  both  producers  and  buyers  of  this  description. 
The  grain  movement  by  the  lakes  has  already  begun  and  will  increase 
in  volume  so  long  as  navigation  is  open.  As  a  necessary  consequence 
there  will  be  a  heavy  demand  for  box  cars  in  the  grain  trade  between 
Buffalo  and  the  seal)oard,  comjdetely  withdrawing  thousands  of  them 
for  several  months  from  the  coal  trade  as  well  as  from  all  other  busi¬ 
ness  westward  from  Buffalo. 

Some  authorities  re])ort  a  decided  imjjrovemcnt  in  the  vessel 
supply  on  the  great  lakes,  but  a  careful  analysis  of  the  information 
received  from  all  sources  indicates  that  while  the  ore  docks  have 
become  sufficiently  well  stocked  to  reduce  the  pressure  from  this  line 
of  business  to  a  certain  extent,  yet  the  chief  reason  that  vessels  seem 
to  be  more  free  is  that  the  shortage  of  cars  on  the  mine-to-lake  roads 
has  restricted  the  supply  of  coal  for  loading  to  a  point  where  the 
available  vessel  tonnage  is  able  to  take  care  of  it. 

Some  of  the  large  coal  companies  engaged  in  the  dock  trade  were 
fortunate  in  having  a  large  volume  of  vessel  tonnage  under  contract. 
These  companies  consequently  are  able  to  report  a  satisfactory  amount 
of  coal  in  storage  at  the  upper  lake  docks,  but  with  the  exception  of 
these  more  fortunate  ones  the  sup])ly  of  coal  already  forw'arded, 
together  with  that  which  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  go  into  stock 
before  the  close  of  navigation  is  variously  estimated  at  a  total  of  thirty 
to  fifty  per  cent  less  than  the  full  requirements  of  the  trade  in  the 
northwest  for  the  winter. 

Comparative  Quiet  in  Anthracite  Market. 

The  anthracite  trade  both  oast  and  west  is  showing  less  activity 
at  pre.sont  than  the  l)ituminous  markets.  During  the  last  few  days  of 
August  there  was  a  notable  increase  in  orders  due  to  the  ])ending 
withdrawal  of  the  last  discount  from  circular  prices,  but  this  was  a 
tem])orary  flurry,  and  during  the  present  week  the  wholesale  business 
has  dropped  l)ack  to  the  quietness  which  has  characterized  it  for 
some  time.  Eetail  trade,  however,  has  noticeably  increased,  reports 


of  tKe  Markets. 

from  every  section  indicating  that  the  early  fall  distribution  to  domes¬ 
tic  consumers  has  begun  in  earnest.  .Vs  the  average;  retail  coal  deah'r 
has  hut  very  limited  storage  facilities  this  means  that  he  will  very 
(pdckly  have  to  order  in  additional  su|)ples  from  the  mines  or  chief 
(listributing  ])oints,  so  that  a  general  revival  of  leusiness  in  anthracite 
can  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  Within  two  weeks  at  the  outside  it  is 
confidently  ox])ected  that  distributing  agencies  will  have  the  greatest 
ditliculty  in  meeting  promi)tly  even  the  most  urgent  demands  of  their 
trade,  the  expected  rush  of  busine.ss  coming  as  it  will  at  a  time  when 
the  car  famine  is  at  its  worst. 

(Quietness  in  the  anthracite  trade  is  clearly  shown  by  the  action 
of  several  of  the  leading  collieries  in  closing  down  for  two  or  three  days 
following  labor  day,  and  especially  of  the  Dhiladel])hia  &  Beading 
(\)al  &  Iron  Co.,  which  closed  its  entire  operations  on  Saturday  last, 
to  remain  idle  for  a  whole  wc'ek,  resuming  work  on  the  tenth  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  east  seems  to  he  especially  well  stocked  with  anthracite, 
much  more  so  than  the  west,  so  that  it  is  expected  that  the  first  heavy 
demand  will  be  for  western  markets.  On  the  seaboard  the  steam  sizes 
of  higher  grades  are  in  the  best  demand,  the  sujqjly  having  become 
somewhat  short  because  of  the  reduced  pi’oduction  at  the  mines. 

Conditions  Improving  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

The  bituminous  trade  ou  the  Atlantic  seaboard  continues  to  .show 
a  fair  movement  of  tonnage,  indicating  a  slow  but  steady  and  healthy 
increase  in  this  class  of  busine.ss.  Steam  grades  are  showing  the  most 
activity  in  the  Afew  A"ork  markets  with  fair  shipments  by  water  from 
the  jjort  of  Xew  York.  The  vessel  market  is  strong  with  available  ve.s- 
.sels  somewhat  scarce  and  unfavorable  weather  delaying  movement. 

IMovement  of  bituminous  coals  to  New  England  markets  shows 
a  noticeable  falling  off  in  volume,  especially  fimm  the  lower  .Vtlantic 
ports,  through  which  West  Virginia  coals  reach  the  east,  d’his  is 
accounted  for  partly  by  the  shortage  of  cars  and  partly  by  the  more 
urgent  need  for  rushing  the  product  of  the  mines  to  the  lakes  while 
navigation  continues  oi)en,  as  the  ocean  forwarding  can  be  continued 
after  it  becomes  too  late  for  northwestern  shipments. 

The  prospei'ity  which  for  weeks  has  characterized  all  reports  from 
West  Virginia,  Pittsburg  and  Ohio,  continues  unabated  in  all  branches 
of  the  coal  and  coke  trade.  Conservatism  has  marked  the  fixing  of 
prices  so  that  there  has  been  no  undue  inflation  but  simply  a  steady 
increase  week  by  week  as  conditions  fairly  forced  the  making  of  ad¬ 
vances.  The  effect  of  heavy  demand  upon  prices  has  been  more  note¬ 
worthy  in  coke  than  coal,  ConnellsYille  foundry  coke  having  sold 
during  the  week  as  high  as  .$d.r)5  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 

T]ie  great  handicap  is  the  impo.ssibility  of  securing  cars  to  handle 
the  busine.ss  offered,  there  seeming  to  be  almost  no  limit  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  which  might  be  transacted  if  it  were  not  for  the.se  adverse  con¬ 
ditions  outside  the  control  of  the  operators.  Shortage  of  labor  also 
is  a  factor  in  the  restriction  of  production,  but  it  is  now  of  much  less 
importance  than  it  was,  the  available  labor  being  practically  sullicient 
for  producing  as  large  a  tonnage  as  the  railroads  are  able  to  handle. 

We.stern  bituminous  coals  arc  slowly  recovering  from  the  dull 
market  and  low  prices  of  the  summer,  but  the  demand  for  immediate 
delivery  is  still  light.  It  is  universally  believed,  however,  that  this 
branch  of  the  coal  trade  is  on  the  eve  of  a  period  of  great  activity. 
A  marked  revival  is  already  noticeable  in  the  field  of  the  retailer,  a 
sure  sign  of  approaching  increase  of  demand  upon  the  wholesalers., 
One  contril)uting  factor  in  increasing  the  optimism  of  the  western 
o])erators  is  found  in  the  reports  from  the.  north  and  west,  which  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  docks  will  be  unable  to  take  care  of  imuh  of  tlie  busi¬ 
ness  which  usually  falls  to  them.  For  this  reason  it  is  believed  that 
the  mines  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  will  have  a  far  larger  trade  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  ^Minnesota  and  Michigan  than  they  have  enjoyed  in  any  pre¬ 
vious  year  since  190‘2. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  Sept.  8. 

Recovery  from  the  dull  market  and  low  prices 
which  have  prevailed  throughout  the  summer  is 
as  yet  only  gradual;  at  the  same  time  it  is  clear 
that  a  decided  change  has  taken  place  and  that 
the  coal  trade  is  upon  the  eve  of  a  period  of 
great  activity.  Cool  nights  are  forcibly  remind- 
i.ng  consumers  of  winter  so  that  the  coal  trade 
is  becoming  very  lively,  while  stocks  in  the  hands 
of  retailers  are  as  yet  sufficient  to  supply  the 
demands  upon  them.  I'lie  number  of  inquiries 
coming  in  to  the  offices  of  producers  and  whole¬ 
salers  indicate  that  an  increased  demand  will  very 
soon  develop  a  call  for  large  and  continued  ship¬ 
ments.  'I'he  effect  of  this  is  apparent  in  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  strengthening  of  prices  for  nearly  every 
grade  of  coal.  Where  prices  were  already  firm 
(luotations  ate  being  advanced,  and  where  they 
were  weak  and  fluctuating  this  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition  is  being  replaced  by  firmness. 

Car  Supply  Far  Below  Requirements. 

The  subject  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  almost 
every  coal  man  at  the  present  time  is  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  car  supply.  While  business  was  dull  and 
coal  scarcely  selling  at  cost  so  that  almost  every¬ 
one  was  doing  business  at  a  loss  cars  were  plenti¬ 
ful.  Now,  when  the  conditions  of  the  trade  are 
such  that  these  losses  might  at  least  in  part  be 
regained,  almost  every  shipper  is  unable  to  take 
care  of  the  orders  offered  him  because  of  a  lack 
of  transportation  facilities.  The  trouble  is  much 
greater  upon  some  roads  than  upon  others  but 
there  is  scarcely  a  railroad  upon  whose  lines  coal 
shipments  originate  but  what  is  far  short  of  an 
adequate  supply  of  cars.  Each  freight  traffic  man¬ 
ager  has  his  favorite  reasons  which  he  offers  in 
explanation  of  the  difficulty,  as  has  every  coal 
man.  And  these  explanations  are  as  varied  as 
could  well  be  imagined.  Some  of  them  seem  pos¬ 
sible  ;  others  the  merest  pretext.  However  valid 
the  explanation  may  be,  explanations  do  not  carry 
coal  and  the  prompt  rapid  movement  of  the 
product  from  the  mine  to  consumer  is  the  one 
thing  most  needed. 

On  the  roads  carrying  West  Virginia,  Pittsburg 
and  Ohio  coals  to  the  loading  ports  on  the  lower 
lakes,  the  situation  regarding  car  shortage  has  be¬ 
come  so  acute  as  completely  to  overshadow  the 
problem  of  vessel  supply  for  transportation  to  the 
upper  lake  ports.  While  the  supply  of  coal-carry¬ 
ing  bottoms  is  probably  no  greater  than  during 
August  the  movement  of  coal  from  the  mines  is 
so  retarded  by  the  poor  car  service  that  in  most 
cases  the  shippers  are  able  to  have  vessels  in 
readiness  at  the  docks  for  all  the  coal  comi.ng 
forward.  At  some  ports,  however,  the  congestion 
of  coal  continues  so  that  in  some  instances  a 
premium  of  as  much  as  fifteen  cents  a  ton  above 
the  regular  tariff  rates  has  been  paid  to  secure 
carriers. 

Northwest  Short  of  Normal  Tonnage. 

From  information  gathered  from  many  reliable 
sources  the  statement  is  warranted  that  in  all 
probability  the  difficulties  of  navigation  will  find 
the  northwest  far  short  of  its  usual  supply  of 
dock  coal.  Some  men  experienced  in  this  line 
of  trade  predict  that  not  over  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  norma[  tonnage  will  go  up  the  lakes  and  the 
lowest  estimate  heard  places  the  shortage  at 
thirty  per  cent  below  normal.  If  these  conclu¬ 
sions  are  well  founded  they  give  promise  of  an 
enlarged  market  in  the  northwest  for  western 
bituminous  coal  and  the  opinion  is  freely  ex¬ 
pressed  that  Illinois  and  Indiana  will  ship  a  far 
larger  tonnage  to  this  territory  than  has  been 
done  in  any  corresponding  period  since  the  an¬ 
thracite  strike  of  1902. 

Reports  from  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Illi¬ 
nois,  Indiana  and  Michigan  indicate  a  rapidly  in¬ 


creasing  activity  in  the  retail  trade.  The  open¬ 
ing  of  the  school  year  has  brought  back  to  their 
homes  a  large  proportion  of  the  families  that 
have  been  away  upon  vacation  trips,  and  to¬ 
gether  with  the  cooler  weather  of  the  last  week, 
has  caused  a  decided  reversal  from  the  previous 
dullness  among  the  retailers.  This  business  is 
being  taken  care  of  promptly  as  most  local  yards 
are  well  stocked  up.  But  as  the  average  dealer 
lias  only  a  very  limited  storage  capacity  supplies 
on  hand  will  soon  be  exhausted  and  the  demand 
for  supplies  from  the  mine  and  distributing  cen¬ 
ters  may  therefore  be  expected  to  develop  rapidly 
and  largely. 

As  soon  as  this  takes  place  the  greatest  difficul¬ 
ty  will  be  experienced  in  supplying  the  demand 
on  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars  and  the  whole¬ 
salers  therefore  are  anticipating  a  period  of  de¬ 
lays  and  complaints  for  which  they  will  not  be 
responsible  but  of  which  they  will  have  to  bear 
the  brunt,  with  o.nly  the  doubtful  satisfaction  of 
reminding  their  customers  that  they  have  been 
amply  warned  in  advance  of  the  situation  which 
is  developing  and  that  trouble  might  have  been 
made  much  less  had  the  advice  to  place  orders 
earlier  in  the  season  been  more  generally  fol¬ 
lowed. 

Anthracite  Market  Still  Quiet. 

During  the  last  few  days  of  August  the  an¬ 
thracite  trade  experienced  its  usual  flurry,  due 
to  a  desire  on  the  part  of  some  to  take  advantage 
of  the  last  ten  cent  discount  from  circular  prices 
but  with  the  end  of  the  month  this  quickening  of 
demand  largely  subsided,  so  that  the  present 
week’s  record  has  been  very  little  better  than 
that  which  has  prevailed  for  some  time.  Orders 
received  _  are  scattering,  both  geographically  and 
in  quantity,  indicating  no  general  tendency  toward 
a  rapid  advance  in  demand.  There  seems  to  be 
very  little  expectation  on  the  part  of  western 
sales  agents  of  an  active  business  for  the  next 
week  or  ten  days,  but  after  that  time  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  they  will  be  absolutely  unable  to 
supply  anthracite  with  anything  like  the  prompt¬ 
ness  which  will  be  urgently  demanded.  This 
product  is  shipped  to  the  west  almost  exclusively 
in  box  cars  and  at  the  present  time  traffic  from 
the  west  to  the  east  is  so  light  that  heavy  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  from  Pennsylvania  would  necessi¬ 
tate  sending  back  a  large  percentage  of  the  cars 
empty.  On  the  other  hand  the  forwarding  of 
grain  by  the  lakes  has  begun  in  earnest  so  that 
the  eastern  roads  need  their  box  cars  for  the 
grain  business  from  Buffalo  to  seaboard.  These 
two  facts  taken  in  conjunction  give  good  reason 
for  the  belief  that  all-rail  shipments  of  anthracite 
to  the  west  during  the  next  two  months  will  be 
greatly  restricted.  There  is,  therefore,  already  a 
strong  tendency  to  stipulate  in  accepting  orders 
that  no  other  guarantee  can  be  given  than  that 
shipments  on  these  orders  will  be  made  “as  soon 
as  practicable,”  with  the  further  caution  that  much 
delay  must  be  expected.  Anthracite  has  been 
coming  in  to  the  Chicago  docks  in  increased  quan¬ 
tities  of  late  so  that  the  amount  now  in  storage 
is  much  larger  than  at  any  previous  time  this 
summer. 

Supply  Not  Equal  to  Demand. 

With  the  advent  of  fall  the  urgent  demand  upon 
the  producers  of  the  more  eastern  bituminous 
coals_  has  greatly  increased  on  the  part  of  the 
distributing  agencies  which  ordinarily  depend 
upon  shipments  by  the  lakes  for  their  supply. 
As  indicated  above  the  forwardings  thus  far  are 
so  far  below  normal  that  little  hope  is  now  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  northwestern  docks  receiving 
more  than  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent  of 
the  coal  which  has  been  ordered  and  which  will 
be  needed  for  the  supplying  of  this  trade.  A 
point  has  been  reached  where  each  additional 
cargo,  one  almost  might  say  each  additional  ton, 


is  regarded  as  precious.  Under  these  circum¬ 
stances  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  period 
of  time  in  which  shipments  by  water  can  be  made 
is  now  so  limited  it  is  but  natural  that  the 
operators  should  give  this  business  the  preference. 
.A.S  a  result  the  extreme  minimum  of  tonnage  is 
being  sent  to  all-rail  points.  Only  contracts  and 
the  most  urgent  needs  of  their  established  trade 
are  being  taken  care  of.  All  other  orders  are 
placed  on  file  and  filled  only  as  opportunity  of¬ 
fers.  The  effect  of  this  policy  among  the  Chicago 
selling  agents  is  well  expressed  by  a  remark 
of  one  of  them  who  said:  “It  is  so  long  since 
I  have  seen  any  of  our  coal  that  I  have  forgotten 
how  it  looks,  and  as  for  prices  we  have  no  use 
for  them.” 

Demand  for  eastern  bituminous  coals  on  this 
market  is  comparatively  light,  but  even  then 
almost  every  office  is  far  behind  in  the  filling  of 
its  orders.  Prices  are  firmly  maintained  and  in 
some  instances  a  premium  has  been  paid  to  secure 
shipments  in  cases  of  special  urgency. 

Continued  Scarcity  of  Labor. 

The  scarcity  of  labor  continues  in  the  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  fields,  adding  to  the  diffi¬ 
culties  arising  from  the  shortage  of  cars  and 
therefore  the  light  local  demand  for  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  smokeless  coals  is  greater  than  the  avail¬ 
able  supply.  Run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  $1.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and 
lump  and  egg  at  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.05 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  deliveries  slow  and  un¬ 
certain. 

Splint  coals  are  suffering  greatly  from  the 
scarcity  of  cars.  This  difficulty  in  regard  to 
transportation  has  become  extreme  at  an  earlier 
date  than  was  foreseen  by  the  operators  in  the 
West  Virginia  splint  coal  fields  and  they  find 
themselves  in  the  position  of  having  contracted  to 
deliver  more  coal  by  way  of  the  lakes  than  it 
now  seems  possible  for  them  to  do,  so  that  they 
are  crowding  all  available  tonnage  to  that  market 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  rail  business.  The  Chi¬ 
cago  demand  for  this  product  is  gradually  in¬ 
creasing  though  by  no  means  up  to  the  full  au¬ 
tumn  standard  as  yet.  Prices  are  firm  at  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for 
three-quarter  inch  lump  and  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine. 

Excess  of  demand  over  supply  for  Youghio- 
gheny  gas  coal  continues  unabated  so  that  sup¬ 
plies  of  this  product  in  all-rail  territory  are 
very  light,  slow  and  uncertain.  Current  quota¬ 
tions  are  as  follows:  Run-of-mine,  $1.20@1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10(53.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
three-quarter  inch,  $1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.20@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a-half 
lump,  $1.40@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30@3.35 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  demand  for  Fairmont  coal,  as  with  the 
other  eastern  bituminous  products  is  far  greater 
than  western  sales  agents  are  able  to  supply.  So 
far  as  it  is  possible  to  make  deliveries,  sales  are 
made  on  the  basis  of  $1.05@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.95@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  three-quarter 
inch  lump  and  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  th<*  rnlne  or  $2.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine. 

The  Hocking  valley  coals,  like  those  of  West 
Virginia  and  the  Pittsburg  field  are  in  urgent  de¬ 
mand  for  shipment  by  the  lakes  with  only  mini¬ 
mum  shipments  consequently  being  made  to  all 
rail  points.  Prices  remain  firm  and  unchanged. 

Gradual  Betterment  in  Western  Coals. 

The  Chicago  market  for  Illinois  and  Indiana 
coals  shows  a  gradual  but  not  specially  marked 
improvement.  The  gain  is  in  added  firmness  of 
price  rather  than  in  increase  of  tonnage.  The 
slump  of  last  week  in  screenings  has  been  over¬ 
come  and  this  size  is  bringing  a  better  price  than 
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at  that  time,  although  it  has  by  no  means  re¬ 
gained  its  normal  position. 

Outside  of  Chicago  the  market  for  western 
bituminous  coals  is  improving  rapidly  and  oper¬ 
ators  are  finding  great  encouragement  in  tbe 
general  situation.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
Carterville  coal  mined  at  present  is  going  to  the 
outside  trade  at  prices  fairly  satisfactory  al¬ 
though  not  high,  prepared  sizes  according  to 
preparation  and  size  selling  for  from  $1.25@1.50 
at  the  mines  which  is  equivalent  to  $2.25@2.50 
in  Chicago. 

The  demand  for  Springfield  coal  is  on  the 
increase  with  prices  on  a  somewhat  higher  level 
than  was  previously  quoted.  Quotations  for  this 
product  range  about  as  follows :  Run-of-mine, 
$1.05@1.10  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $1.80@$1.85  f.  o.  b. 


Chicago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.20@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.95(o:2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch 
lump,  1.4.5@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings,  60@70  cents  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.35 @1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  These 
prices  are  generally  prevailing  outside  of  Chicago, 
but  locally  many  sales  are  reported  as  having  been 
made  at  ninety-five  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine  and  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  inch-and-a- 
half  lump.  Screenings  have  not  fully  recovered 
from  the  effect  of  last  week’s  oversupply  and  have 
sold  at  35@45  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.10@1.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Indiana  Coal  in  Good  Demand. 

Clinton,  Indiana,  coal  is  in  strong  demand  for 


this  season  of  the  year,  with  a  sufficiently  large 
proportion  of  the  tonnage  under  contract  so  that 
contract  prices  have  largely  been  withdrawn. 
This  coal  is  firm  at  the  following  prices  for 
shaker-screened,  prepared  sizes :  Six-inch  lump, 
$l.f)0  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
three-to-six-inch  egg,  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch  lump.  $1.45  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  two-and-a-half- 
to-four-inch  egg,  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  one-and-a-half-inch  lump,  $1.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  screen¬ 
ings,  65  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Greene  and  Sullivan  county  coals  are  m  increas¬ 
ing  demand  with  prices  fairly  well  maintained  on 
the  basis  quoted  last  week. 


Market  and  Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  September  6. 

Everybody  engaged  in  the  coal  and  coke  trade 
in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  busy;  so  much  so  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  to  see  them.  They 
don’t  want  to  buy  anything,  and  most  of  them 
say  that  their  product  is  either  sold,  or  that  they 
are  holding  on  to  it,  waiting  for  higher  prices. 
Shippers  of  coal  by  rail  are  much  interested, 
and  in  many  cases  anxious,  about  the  car  situ¬ 
ation.  Statistics  from  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
show  that  the  main  line  owns  at  the  present  time 
150,000  freight  cars,  and  the  Pennsylvania  lines 
own  seventy  thousand  freight  cars.  All  of  these 
are  not  used  to  carry  coal,  but  it  is  a  safe  esti¬ 
mate  to  make  that  one-half  of  them  are  coal 
cars.  To  this  must  be  added  cars  owned  by  pri¬ 
vate  concerns.  This  would  make  a  big  total, 
and  it  certainly  looks  as  if  there  should  be 
enough  to  haul  all  the  coal  and  coke  out  of  the 
Pittsburg  district  promptly.  Such,  however,  is 
not  the  case,  and  far  from  it.  Inquiry  discloses 
the  fact  that  the  heavy  operators  in  both  coal 
and  coke  not  only  have  a  soecial  “car  supply” 
department,  but  they  are  forced  to  resort  to 
various  outside  expedients  to  obtain  enough  cars 
to  handle  their  output.  A  summer  car  shortage 
is  a  rare  thing  in  this  district,  but  this  summer 
has  been  a  notable  exception.  The  problem  that 
coal  and  coke  shippers  are  now  facing  is :  “If 
cars  are  short  in  summer,  where  will  we  obtain 
them  in  the  winter,  when  full  shipments  are 
always  much  heavier?” 

Labor  day  in  Pittsburg  and  the  coal  section 
nearby  passed  off  with  more  than  the  usual  num¬ 
ber  of  demonstrations  by  the  miners. 

No  labor  troubles  of  any  magnitude  have  arisen 
during  the  week.  The  men  employed  at  the 
various  mines  of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co. 
still  remain  out,  but  have  been  enjoined  by  the 
courts  to  refrain  from  interfering  with  non¬ 
union  men.  Shipments  of  both  coal  and  coke 
out  of  the  district  are  exceedingly  heavy.  The 
demand  is  far  ahead  of  the  supply,  and  prominent 
operators  state  that  they  are  much  handicapped 
at  present. 

Labor  remains  exceedingly  scarce,  and  many  of 
the  operators  cannot  get  enough  men  to  run 
their  mines.  With  both  men  and  cars  in  such 
heavy  demand,  the  coal  and  coke  .  people  say 
that  their  lot  is  anything  but  “a  happy  one.” 

A  slight  rise  occurred  during  the  week  in  the 
rivers,  but  not  sufficient  to  prevent  the  shipping 
of  any  coal  by  the  river  operators.  There  are 
but  few  boats  with  their  empty  tows  now  laid 
up  below  the  city,  most  of  them  having  got  into 
port  within  the  past  few  days.  All  of  the  river 
operators  say  that  they  are  running  full  time, 
and  stocking  up.  When  the  early  fall  rise  comes 
there  will  be  a  record  shipment  of  coal  to  south¬ 
ern  ports. 

Prices  for  the  week  remain  about  the  same  as 
those  of  a  week  ago.  The  tendency  is  upward, 
but  conservative  operators  state  that  they  have 
reached  a  very  satisfactory  stage ;  it  is  the 
general  opinion  here  that  this  view  is  a  correct 
and  safe  one,  and  that  no  great  change  will  occur 
in  quotations  for  some  weeks.  Run-of-mine  coal 
is  selling  at  $1.20@1.35  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine; 
lump  is  quoted  at  $1.35 @1.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine;  three-quarter-inch  is  listed  at  $1.3.5@1_.45 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack  is  bringing 


75@85  cents  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all 
grades  the  market  is  strong,  and  the  demand  is 
much  in  excess  of  the  preseiit  supply. 

The  coke  trade  remains  in  about  the  same 
condition  as  it  has  been  in  for  some  weeks.  Pro¬ 
ducers  of  coke  are  taxed  to  the  utmost  capacity 
of  their  plants  to  supply  the  demand.  The  prod¬ 
uct  of  many  of  them  is  sold  far  ahead,  and  at 
satisfactory  prices.  With  the  shortage  of  men, 
which  is  particularly  hard  on  the  coke  producer 
during  the  summer  months,  he  cannot  stock  up, 
and  does  well  to  break  even.  With  the  coke  peo¬ 
ple  the  car  shortage  evens  up  the  labor  scarcity. 
If  there  was  a  surplus  supply  of  men  the  output 
could  be  very  much  larger,  but  the  lack  of  cars 
would  prevent  it  getting  to  market. 

Furnace  coke  is  selling  at  $2.85@2.95  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens;  foundry  grade  is  quoted  at 
$3.30@3.55  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 

A  number  of  cases  are  noted  of  producers  that 
are  booked  up  to  and  beyond  January  first. 

The  outlook  for  the  future  is  exceedingly 
bright;  the  prospects  are  for  a  continuance  of 
the  present  state  of  affairs  for  some  time.  In 
the  meantime  there  is  much  being  done  in  the 
way  of  increasing  present  facilities,  and  it  will 
not  be  long  until  a  much  greater  output  can  be 
put  on  the  market. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Fire  destroyed  the  stables  of  the  Jamison  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  near  Greensburg,  on  Friday  night 
last.  The  mules  were  rescued,  but  the  loss  to  the 
company  will  amount  to  several  thousand  dollars. 

The  coal  miners  in  western  Pennsylvania  are 
inclined  to  dabble  in  politics  this  fall,  and  boast 
that  they  will  make  their  influence  felt,  and  also 
expect  to  seat  some  of  their  candidates  in  promi¬ 
nent  positions. 

F.  L.  Robbins,  chairman  of  the  board  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  has  been  appointed  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Republican  camoaien  committee  to 
co-operate  in  the  management  of  the  state  cam¬ 
paign. 

W.  A.  Hitchins  and  E.  G.  Hitchins,  of  Frost- 
burg,  Md.,  prominent  coal  operators,  are  spend¬ 
ing  a  few  days  in  Pittsburg,  guests  of  the  Ft. 
Pitt  Hotel.  The  Hitchins  are  pioneers  in  the 
coal  industry  in  the  center  of  the  celebrated 
Georges  creek  region. 

The  new  office  building  being  erected  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  at  Pittsburg  is  nearing  com¬ 
pletion.  When  finished  the  company  will  have 
more  than  double  the  space  now  occupied.  The 
new  building  adjoins  the  one  on  Fifth  avenue 
now  occupied  by  the  company,  and  has  been 
planned  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  coal 
company  in  every  detail. 

A  new  campaign  of  coal  land  buying  has 
broken  out  in  Washington,  Fayette  and_  Greene 
counties,  western  Pennsylvania,  and  prices  are 
soaring  way  beyond  anything  heretofore  known. 
It  is  understood  that  a  large  part  of  this  buy¬ 
ing  is  for  speculative  purposes,  the  heavy  demand 
for  coal  in  the  local  markets  stimulating  many 
persons  who  have  but  little  or  no  knowledge  of 
mining  operations. 

Local  No.  1826,  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  whose  members  are  employ'ed  at  the 
Hazel  mine  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  at 


Canonsburg,  Pa.,  has  purchased  a  lot  and  will 
erect  a  building  in  the  near  future.  Local  No. 
1826  is  a  large  and  influential  body,  and  has  made 
a  good  record  in  past  years,  and  is  considered  a 
model  one  by  the  general  union,  .^t  present  it 
has  a  membership  of  seven  hundred  members. 

J.  W.  Boileau,  a  prominent  dealer  in  coal  lands, 
and  A.  M.  Neeped,  a  local  attorney,  and  one  of 
the  counsel  for  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  are  at 
the  head  of  a  project  to  unite  sixty-three  fire¬ 
brick  manufacturers  of  the  country  into  a  central 
corporation.  If  the  concern  takes  shape  it  will  be 
the  largest  fire-brick  corporation  in  the  world, 
with  a  capitalization  of  $25,000,000,  an  aggrega¬ 
tion  of  about  120  separate  plants  located  in 
various  sections  of  the  country,  and  a  daily  pro¬ 
duction  capacity  of  more  than  two  million  bricks. 

Official  announcement  is  made  of  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Charles  Gallagher  as  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  six  Superior  and  Duluth  docks 
operated  by  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Gal¬ 
lagher  succeeds  C.  P.  White.  He  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  almost  every  department  of  the  coal 
business,  having  been  in  the  office  and  on  the 
docks  at  Duluth  and  Superior  for  fourteen  years. 
He  started  with  the  Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh, 
and  has  been  with  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  since 
it  has  had  control  of  the  docks  in  the  North¬ 
west. 

Judge  James  R.  Macfarlane,  in  Common  Pleas 
Court  No.  1,  has  granted  the  injunction  asked  for 
by  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  against  District 
No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  to 
prevent  interference  with  the  men  empioytd 
at  the  Charleroi  mines.  The  company  in  its 
petition  filed  some  days  ago,  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  men  at  the  Charleroi  plant  of 
the  company  had  been  called  out  by  the  officers 
of  District  No.  5,  and  that  the  mines  have  be¬ 
come  dangerous  since  they  have  been  idle,  as  a 
result  of  the  accumulation  of  gas. 

S.  H.  Taylor,  W.  J.  Coulson  and  Alexander 
Dempster  have  been  appointed  by  Quarter  Ses¬ 
sions  court  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
Harwich  mines  of  the  Allegheny  Coal  Co.  The 
court  took  this  action  on  an  appeal  by  the  com¬ 
pany  from  a  decision  of  the  mine  inspectors 
refusing  to  permit  the  installation  of  electric 
power  for  the  operation  of  the  mining  ma¬ 
chines  and  also  to  permit  the  use  of  open  lights 
in  the  mines.  The  company  maintains  that 
mines  owned  by  competitors  are  permitted  to  use 
open  lights  and  the  electric  haulage  and  mining 
system.  The  board  is  given  thirty  days  in  which 
to  make  its  report. 

Reports  from  the  upper  and  lower  Connells- 
ville  region  show  an  increase  over  the  previous 
week  both  in  production  and  shipments.  Even 
with  the  present  high  tonnage  of  coke  there 
have  been  reports  during  the  last  few  days  of  a 
growing  scarcity  of  both  foundry  and  furnace 
coke  in  the  district.  The  present  conditions  and 
prospects  in  the  iron  trade  give  practical  assur¬ 
ance  of  an  immense  coke  business  during  the 
balance  of  the  year.  Shipments  of  coke  for  the 
week  show  a  total  of  16,127  cars.  These  ship¬ 
ments  are  estimated  at  108,226  tons,  making  the 
total  output  of  the  Connellsville  upper  and  lower 
region  for  the  week  387,515  tons. 

Gradually  the  railroads  entering  Pittsburg  are 
abandoning  the  use  of  soft  coat  while  in  the 
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city  limits.  I’lic  Ijaltimorc  &  Oliio  road  has  scut 
out  orders  prohibiting  all  switching  and  other 
engines  from  using  soft  coal  while  in  the  city, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  other  roads  will  fall 
in  line  and  send  out  similar  orders  this  week. 
According  to  the  terms  under  which  the  charter 
for  the  Pittsburg  Junction  railroad  was  granted, 
nothing  hut  coke  can  he  used  for  fuel.  The 
railroad  officials  have  utterly  disregarded  this 
clause  in  their  charter,  hut  are  now  getting 
wise,  and  are  preparing  to  live  up  to  the  letter 
of  the  law  as  demanded  in  their  original  grant 
of  right  of  way  through  the  city. 

The  “mine  cure”  for  whooping  cough  among 
small  children  is  attracting  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  in  this  locality,  as  the  disease  is  ei)idemic 
in  a  number  of  towns  near  Pittsburg.  A  well 
known  physician  of  Pittsburg  recommends  the 
mine  treatment  and  as  a  result  it  is  being 
trieil  in  different  Icoalitics  with  marked  success. 
The  treatment  is  sim])le,  and  consists  of  taking 
the  patient  into  a  coal  mine  a  sufficient  distance 
to  get  the  full  benefit  of  the  mine  air,  remain 
half  an  hour,  come  out  to  the  daylight,  and 
keej)  rei)eating  the  trip  every  half  hour  for 
several  liours.  It  is  stated  that  a  number  of 
cases  have  been  cured  by  this  treatment,  and 
many  more  have  received  great  benefit. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  Pittsburg  division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  has  its  freight 
traffic  been  heavier,  and  the  outlook  for  its  busi¬ 
ness  brighter,  according  to  circulars  sent  out  from 
the  general  office.  'Phis  is  the  third  circular  that 
has  been  sent  out  within  the  past  six  weeks  calling 
attention  to  the  threatened  freight  car  shortage 
this  winter.  The  company  is  unable  to  supply  the 
demand  for  freight  cars  at  present,  even  though 
more  than  18,()()()  new  freight  cars  have  been 
delivered  to  them  by  manufacturing  concerns 
within  the  past  six  months,  and  a  similar  number 
is  promised  between  now  and  January  first  next. 
A  car  shortage  during  the  winter  is  to  he  ex¬ 
pected,  but  that  one  sbould  exist  during  the 
summer  months  leads  shippers  to  fear  that  the 


shortage  will  increase,  ami  become  a  serious 
menace  to  business. 

The  celebrated  Jutte-h'riend-Hoffstott  eejuity 
case  was  resumed  yesterday  before  Judge  John 
I).  Shafer  in  Common  Pleas  Court  No.  2,  after 
a  recess  of  a  month  and  a  half.  One  of  the  most 
imi)ortant  arguments  yet  undecide<l  is  the  fpics- 
tion  of  the  admission  of  the  deposition  of  Mrs. 
Cassie  Chadwick,  which  was  taken  in  the  Colum¬ 
bus  penitentiary.  The  case  involves  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  concerns  certain  bonds  and 
coal  properties,  which  the  executors  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  W.  C,  Jutte  are  endeavoring  to  re¬ 
cover,  alleging  that  at  the  time  they  passed  from 
the  possession  of  Jutte  his  mental  condition  was 
such  that  he  was  incapable  of  transacting  busi¬ 
ness.  This  is  denied  by  the  defense. 

d'rouhle  has  developed  in  the  Vigilant"  mine 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Cf)al  Co.  over  what  is  claimed 
to  he  discrimination  on  the  part  of  the  officials 
of  the  mine  against  the  memhers  of  the  coal 
miners’  local  at  California,  Pa.  h'rom  informa¬ 
tion  at  hand  it  seems  that  some  outside  parties 
;ire  to  blame  in  the  matter.  During  the  night 
time  it  is  claimed  that  some  persons  intent  on 
making  trouble  between  the  miners  and  the  coal 
company  have  been  putting  large  quantities  of 
slack,  dirt  and  other  stuff  into  the  cars  left 
partly  loaded.  It  is  hoped  that  nothing  serious 
will  occur  between  the  mine  officials  and  the 
men,  as  District  No.  .'>  and  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  have  had  no  trouble  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
company  has  signed  the  scale. 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  .Xssociation  in 
Pittsburg,  and  the  various  smaller  associations 
in  the  mining  towns  of  western  Pennsylvania 
have  planned  an  active  campaign  to  reach  the 
miners  during  the  coming  fall  and  winter  sea¬ 
son.  The  plan  is  one  of  education,  and  not  a 
relieious  one.  Most  of  the  coal  miners  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  now  are  foreigners,  and  many 
of  them  are  anxious  to  learn  the  English  lan¬ 
guage  and  American  ways.  They  are  attracted 


by  the  inducements  offered  by  the  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  and  many  of  them  are 
being  enrolled  in  the  classes  for  instruction. 
In  addition  to  the  rudimentary  branches,  which 
include  reading,  writing,  spelling"  and  arithmetic, 
the  associations  have  a  “mining  course.”  This 
embraces  geometry,  trigonometry,  mine  ventila¬ 
tion,  surveying  and  mapping,  economic  geology 
of  coal,  shafts,  slopes  and  drifts,  methods  of 
working  mines,  steam  and  steam  engines,  hydro¬ 
mechanics,  dynamos  and  motors,  electric  ma¬ 
chinery,  metallurgy  and  assaying,  prospecting, 
etc.  Cases  are  mentioned  of  miners  coming  long 
distances  to  the  city  to  take  advantage  of  the 
free  course  offered  by  the  association. 

Labor  day  was  oirserved  in  Pittsburg  and  the 
Pittsburg  district  in  the  usual  manner  that  has 
chracterized  its  observance  in  former  years.  The 
coal  miners  in  this  vicinity  consider  Lal)or  day 
as  their  personal  property  and  a  time  in  which 
to  enthuse.  No  particular  gatherings  were  held 
in  the  city  proper  by  the  miners ;  but  at  various 
points  nearby  the  miner  was  the  “whole  thing.” 
McKeesport,  Elizabeth,  Castle  Shannon,  Carne¬ 
gie,  and  Charleroi  all  held  special  demonstra¬ 
tions,  at  which  the  coal  miner  was  the  “biggest 
toad  in  the  puddle.”  The  most  elaborate  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  miners  was  held  at  Charleroi, 
'file  Ifiggest  crowd  ever  brought  together  in  the 
town  was  present,  it  being  estimated  at  ten 
thousand.  The  town  was  profusely  decorated, 
and  the  parade  which  was  held  in  the  morning 
was  ])articipated  in  by  several  thousand  men, 
most  of  them  being  coal  miners.  The  princiija! 
speaker  of  the  day  was  John  McBride,  of  Colum- 
but.  Ohio,  former  national  president  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  and  also 
former  jjresident  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  Francis  Feehan,  president  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  and  William  Little,  of  the  national 
executive  board,  also  made  addresses.  Much  in¬ 
terest  centers  around  Charleroi,  as  it  is  here 
that  the  miners  are  out  on  strike,  on  account 
of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  refusing  to 
recognize  their  union. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Ofi-ice  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
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As  nearly  as  the  situation  can  be  sized  up  this 
week,  last  week’s  conditions  continue  in  force, 
almost  exactly  as  tbej’  were  a  week  ago.  The 
first  and  most  important  feature  of  the  general 
market  is  the  woeful  scarcity  of  cars.  It  is  a 
broad  statement,  but  a  true  one,  nevertheless,  that 
never  in  the  history  of  the  coal  trade  has  such 
a  tremendous  shortage  of  cars  occurred  so  early 
in  the  season.  It  will  he  recalled  by  many  the 
rapidity  with  which  the  market  picked  up  about 
this  time  last  year,  yet  the  supply  of  cars  was 
comparatively  good  until  a  considerably  later 
date  than  this.  'I'he  car  famine  has  now  been 
in  existence  for  at  last  three  weeks,  and  there 
is  no  immediate  hope  of  an  improvement  on  any 
of  the  roads  entering  here. 

Some  Quotations  Merely  a  Form. 

■Ys  might  be  expected  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  the  coal  market  is  very  firm.  There  is 
scarcely  a  concern  in  this  selling  center  that  is 
not  sold  up  at  this  time,  and  some  of  the  largest 
producing  companies  report  that  they  are  now 
more  than  a  month  behind  in  their  orders.  This 
means  that  there  are  now  only  nominal  quota¬ 
tions  on  certain  grades  of  coal,  and  the  prices 
asked  are  prices  that  while  high  now,  will  he 
moderate  by  the  time  orders  filed  now  are  filled. 
On  New  River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg, 
for  instance,  no  quotation  can  be  found  at  less 
than  $2  a  ton.  Any  one  ordering  smokeless  coal 
now  will  be  lucky  if  he  gets  it  within  a  month 
to  six  weeks  from  date.  Smokeless  run-of-mine 
is  firm,  but  at  a  much  more  reasonable  price, 
namely,  $1.3.5  to  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Splint 
lump  ranges  from  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines  for 
ordinary  grades  up  to  $2  for  special  grades  and 
extra  preparation. 

Nut-and-slack  continues  in  great  demand,  and 
is  .still  scarce.  There  are  so  many  grades  of 
nut-and-slack  on  this  market  that  each  is  now 
selling  on  its  own  merits,  and  the  price  ranges 


from  sixty-live  cents  to  ninety  cents  a  ton  at  the 
mines. 

There  is  no  change  in  river  coal.  Several 
tows  of  Kanawha  coal  have  heen  added  to  the 
Cincinnati  stock  during  the  week,  the  river  con¬ 
tinuing  at  a  stage  that  permitted  the  moving  of 
loaded  barges,  but  the  receijits  in  no  way  af¬ 
fected  the  market  wbicb  is  seven  and  one-half  to 
eight  cents  a  htishel  for  lump  afloat  in  harges, 
and  five  to  six  and  one-half  cents  for  nut  and 
slack  afloat. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  slightly  improved, 
hut  is  yet  anything  but  satisfactory  from  the 
standpoint  of  tonnage.  Pittsburg,  Kanawha, 
Thacker,  Fairmont  and  such  grades  sell  for  $3.25 
a  ton  delivered  to  families ;  Pocahontas  and  New 
River,  $4 ;  anthracite,  $7.50,  and  gas  coke  nine 
and  ten  cents  a  hushel. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

O.  F.  Barrett  returned  home  Wednesday  from 
his  vacation,  which  he  spend  down  in  old  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  general  manager  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  spent  several  days  this 
week  in  Cincinnati. 

R.  S.  Magee,  who  has  heen  laid  up  for  some 
time  on  account  of  an  accident,  is  again  out 
on  the  road  for  the  Carbon  Fuel  Co. 

P.  A.  Kain,  well  known  in  the  local  coal 
trade,  is  now  with  the  New  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  as  general  office  man. 

Huper  Hood,  manager  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co., 
is  making  a  tour  of  Kentucky  in  the  interests 
of  his  company.  He  spent  several  days  in  Frank¬ 
fort  and  Lexington. 

Jacob  P.  Bauer,  manager  of  the  W.  H.  Brown 
Son  branch  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  returned  from  his 
vacation,  which  was  spent  in  northern  Michi¬ 
gan. 

Colonel  'I'.  N.  Mordue,  bright  and  breezy,  and 
with  a  fragrant  boutonniere,  was  a  welcome  vis¬ 


itor  at  a  number  of  the  Cincinnati  coal  offices 
Wednesday.  He  was  here  looking  for  some  good 
coal  for  prompt  shipment. 

The  board  of  public  safet}-  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati  will  open  bids  on  Monday.  September 
tenth  at  nine  a.  m.  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
to  the  fire  department  of  the  city  one  thousand 
tons  of  Youghiogheny  screened  coal. 

'Fhe  Smoke  Abatement  League  of  Cincinnati 
gathered  in  a  few  more  offenders  this  week, 
including  W.  Kesley  Schoeflf,  president  of  the 
Cincinnati  Traction  Co.,  the  engineer  of  Mr. 
SchoefT’s  Traction  building,  and  the  engineer  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  building. 

Capt.  W.  S.  Carr,  one  of  the  official  coal 
gaugers  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  -  Com¬ 
merce.  returned  home  Wednesday  from  an  e.x- 
tended  vacation  spent  at  New  York.  Washing¬ 
ton  and  other  eastern  points.  Captain  Carr  had 
been  in  poor  health  for  some  time,  but  is  now 
enjo3ing  much  improved  health. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  records 
show  the  receipts  of  coal  in  Cincinnati  for  the 
month  of  August,  1900,  to  have  been  6,947  cars 
compared  with  6,667  cars  during  the  month  of 
-Yugust  last  year.  'Fhe  shipments  during  -August, 
1906,  were  4,902  cars  compared  with  5,125  cars 
during  the  same  period  last  year. 

R.  D.  Dunlap  has  resigned  as  president  of  the 
Consolidated  .Ynthracite  Coal  Co.,  of  Spadra, 
.Yrkansas,  and  Guy  W.  Mallon,  of  this  city,  has 
been  elected  to  the  position.  .Ylexander  Cun- 
ninghame  is  still  vice-president  of  the  company, 
and  he  says  the  company  is  constantly  increasing 
its  output.  It  recently  acquired  a  vast  amount 
of  new  property. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  New  River- 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  has  just  been  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  as  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  state  legislature  of  West  Virginia, 
and  there  is  little  doubt  of  his  election.  In  a 
few  weeks  it  will  be  “Honorable  Mike  Roach,” 
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and  The  Black  Diamond  extends  congratula¬ 
tions  in  advance. 

The  state  railroad  commission  of  Ohio  will 
hold  a  meeting  in  Toledo  on  the  eighteenth  of 
this  month  and  managers  of  many  of  the  roads 
have  been  summoned  to  appear  before  the  board 
to  explain  the  workings  of  the  new  general  rule 
of  forty-eight  hours  for  unloading  freight,  in¬ 
cluding  coal.  The  coal  men  are  watching  the 
matter  with  keenest  interest. 

Chapman  R.  Hinsch.  president  of  the  Hinsch 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  absent  from  the  city 
for  more  than  two  weeks  looking  after  his 
interests  at  the  mines  in  West  Virf^nia.  Mr. 
Hinsch  recently  sold  his  entire  retail  business 
to  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
and  he  is  now  devoting  all  his  time  to  increasing 
his  wholesale  and  shipping  trade. 

Joseph  Mitcheltree,  Toledo  agent  of  M.  A. 
Hanna  &  Co.,  is  .lending  out  to  his  friends  in  the 
trade  an  attractive  card  announcing  the  removal 
of  his  concern  to  suite  1531,  Nicholas  building, 
Toledo.  The  cut  represents  Mr.  Mitcheltree 
leaning  out  of  a  window  on  the  fifteenth  floor  of 
the  Nicholas  building,  and  calling  down  to  a  man 
in  the  street  below :  “Come  up  and  see  us.” 

J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the  Guyan 
Valley  Fuel  Co.,  was  in  the  city  the  first  of  the 
week.  He  reports  having  run  his  first  coal  over 
his  new  tipple  at  Huntington  last  Saturday,  and 
that  the  great  plant  is  a-  perfect  success.  He 
now  expects  to  be  elevating  coal  at  his  big  new 
elevator  at  North  Bend  October  fifteenth.  At 
this  latter  plant  storage  facilities  are  being  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  care  of  100,000  tons  of  coal. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
Cincinnati  office  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales 
Co.  since  the  organization  of  that  company,  has 
resigned  his  position,  and  will  leave  Cincin¬ 
nati  September  fifteenth.  Mr.  Lyman  is  largely 
interested  in  a  vast  undeveloped  coal  field  in 
southern  West  Virginia,  and  he  will  hereafter 
devote  his  entire  time  to  his  own  private  busi¬ 
ness.  He  came  here  an  entire  stranger,  but  it 
was  not  long  until  he  had  scores  of  friends  who 
will  regret  to  see  him  leave  the  Queen  City.  For 
the  time  being  he  will  make  his  headquarters  at 
Huntingdon,  W.  Va. 

The  state  railroad  commission  of  Ohio  has 
been  quite  busy  of  late,  and  it  now  begins  to  look 
as  if  this  slow-moving  body  is  about  to  pro¬ 
duce  some  results.  It  is  given  out  that,  on 
September  twenty-fiftb  the  case  of  the  Camp¬ 
bells  Creek  Coal  Co.  and  others  of  Cincinnati 
against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwestern  rail¬ 
road  .would  be  taken  up.  This  case,  about  which 
a  great  deal  has  been  printed  already,  involves 
switching  charges  in  Cincinnati  and  the  so-called 
local  coal  rate.  Exorbitant  rates  have  been 
charged  for  switching  coal  very  short  distances 


Kansas  City,  jMo.,  September  G. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — A  notification  from  the  rail¬ 
roads  to  the  coal  dealers  withdrawing  the  rules 
of  the  Western  Car  Service  association,  which 
have  been  in  effect  for  several  years  past  and 
substituting  for  them  an  entirely  new  set  of 
regulations,  has  caused  great  indignation  and 
roused  the  lowa-Nebraska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  to  immediate  and  decisive  action. 
C.  H.  Chisham,  president  of  the  association,  has 
sent  to  every  retail  dealer  in  coal  in  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  a  letter  calling  for  moral  and  financial 
assistance  in  waging  the  fight  against  what  they 
consider  railway  oppression. 

Heretofore  a  coal  dealer  receiving  a  shipment 
from  the  mines  has  been  allowed  to  use  the 
cars  and  tracks  of  the  company  for  five  days 
before  the  demurrage  charges  were  taxed  up. 
This  allowed  three  days  for  storage  and  two 
after  that  for  the  purpose  of  unloading,  so  that 
the  dealer  was  able  to  figure  upon  a  generous 
time  allowance,  even  though  the  cars  he  had  or¬ 
dered  became  “bunched”  and  arrived  several  at 
a  time  instead  of  singly  as  expected. 

With  the  going  into  effect  of  the  new  rules, 
the  three  days  allowed  for  storage  disaiipcared, 
and  the  cars  had  to  lie  unloaded  and  returned 
to  the  association  within  forty-eight  hours  of  ar- 


in  Cincinnati,  and  relief  is  asked  for  and  ex¬ 
pected. 

The  substitution  of  a  figure  2  for  a  1  in  an 
item  last  week  made  W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Glen  .Mum 
Fuel  Co.,  a  lot  of  trouble.  Scores  of  his  friends, 
who  read  The  Black  Diamond,  called  him  up  in 
regard  to  bis  contract  to  supply  the  city  of 
Marion,  Ind.,  with  its  year’s  supply  of  coal,  and 
wondered  at  the  price,  which  should  have  been 
$1.15  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  Glen  .^lum  run-of- 
mine.  The  freight  rate  to  Marion  is  $1.55  a 
ton.  That  this  little  mistake  attracted  so  much 
attention  is  a  compliment  to  1  he  Bl.ack  Di.\- 
MOND,  showing  how  closely  its  reports  are  read 
by  the  trade. 

J.  If.  Briscoe,  the  popular  and  efficient  assist¬ 
ant  western  manager  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned  Monday  from  his 
honeymoon  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast.  He  was 
absent  from  the  Queen  City  over  five  weeks, 
and  with  his  bride,  took  in  all  the  principal 
points  of  interest  along  the  western  coast  of  the 
country.  He  has  now  settled  down  to  house¬ 
keeping  in  a  cosy  flat  on  Walnut  hills.  Mr. 
Briscoe  is  one  of  the  youngest  managers  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  but  he  has  proved  his  ability,  and  has 
made  many  friends  in  his  present  position.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  Briscoe  has  put  an  end  to 
the  bachelor  housekeeping  of  Messrs  Briscoe, 
Burlingham  and  Lyman,  who  have  lived  happily 
and  comfortably  in  a  handsome  flat  on  Walnut 
hills  for  more  than  a  year.  Mr.  Burlingham  ha.s 
taken  quarters  on  Park  avenue,  and  Mr.  Lyman 
is  stopping  at  a  hotel. 

.Alexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  the  Lub- 
rig  Coal  Co.,  is  in  receipt  of  an  official  letter 
from  Deputy  Mine  Inspector  McDonald  to  the 
effect  that  the  patent  safety  clutches  recently 
installed  by  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.  at  its  No.  3 
mine  had  been  formally  tested  by  Mr.  McDonald 
and  found  eminently  satisfactory  to  the  inspector. 
In  describing  the  test  Mr.  McDonald  said  he 
had  two  ropes  placed  on  the  cage,  and  then 
placed  a  weight  of  approximately  a  ton  on  the 
cage.  This  weight  was  then  hoisted  a  distance 
from  the  bottom  of  the  mine  and  one  of  the 
ropes  was  cut.  The  cage  slipped  back  only 
two  inches,  proving  conclusively  the  efficacy  of 
the  patent  safety  clutches,  the  invention  of  R.  D. 
Secoy,  Athens,  Ohio.  The  state  department  com¬ 
mends  Mr.  Cunninghame  for  installing  so  per¬ 
fect  a  device.  It  will  be  recalled  that  the  state 
mine  inspector  attempted  to  shut  down  the 
Luhrig  mines  a  few  weeks  ago  on  account  of  its 
shafts  not  having  safety  catches.  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
hame  refused  to  put  in  the  device  suggested  by 
the  inspector,  saying  it  was  not  safe,  but  said 
he  would  put  in  a  safety  catch  as  soon  as  he 
found  one  that  is  really  safe.  The  controversy 
is  now  at  an  end,  and  all  parties  are  well  satis¬ 
fied. 


rival.  The  new  rule  caused  a  great  deal  of  in¬ 
dignation  on  the  part  of  the  coal  dealers,  and 
steps  were  at  once  taken  to  band  the  dealers  to¬ 
gether  in  an  organized  fight. 

Letter  of  President  Chisam. 

1 

\ 

The  following  is  a  . copy  of  the  letter  mailed 
to  every  dealer ; 

“Dear  Sir:  No  doubt  you  are  fully  aware 
that  this  day  and  date  a  new  set  of  rules  go  into 
effect  with  the  Western  Car  Service  bureau, 
which  arc  in  direct  opposition  and  antagonistic 
to  the  agreement  that  this  association  had  and 
which  was  working  in  such  fine  shape  with  that 
bureau. 

“It  is  now  up  to  you  to  decide  whether  this 
association  will  take  the  matter  in  hand  again  and 
try  and  get  this  storage  time  in  your  city. 
Would  you  be  willing  to  assist  in  this  matter,  or 
is  the  present  set  of  rules  satisfactory  to  you? 
If  not,  will  you  kindly  suggest  by  return  mail, 
what  you  would  like  to  see  this  association  do. 
and  tell  us  in  what  way  j-ou  arc  willing  to  assist 
us?  One  way  in  which  you  can  materiallv  assist 
us  if  j'ou  arc  not  already  a  member  of  this  asso¬ 
ciation,  to  kindly  fill  out  the  enclosed  blank  and 
mail  to  us  with  your  check  for  ten  dollars,  which 


will  be  equivalent  to  saying  that  you  are  thor¬ 
oughly  interested  and  willing  to  assist  that  much. 

•■'riie  executive  board  of  this  association  will 
at  once  take  this  matter  up  and  try  and  get  the 
relief  that  is  much  needed.  We  would  thank  you 
for  any  suggestion  that  you  would  wish  to  make. 

“Thanking  you  for  an  early  reply,  we  are. 

“Yours  very  truly, 

"C.  H.  Chisham,  President. 

“F.  H.  Betts,  Secretary” 

Modification  of  Rules  Essential. 

“I  believe  the  new  rule  will  have  to  be  modi¬ 
fied,  for  our  opposition  will  be  .‘io  strong  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  convince  the  railroads  it  is  for 
their  interests  to  relax  a  bit.”  said  President 
Chisam,  in  an  interview  ;  “to  show  the  injustice 
of  the  new  rule  let  me  tell  you  a  case  that  hap¬ 
pened  to  me  yesterday.  I  had  ordered  four  cars 
of  coal  with  orders  to  ship  them  all  on  different 
days,  supposing  they  would  arrive  on  different 
days  and  thus  1  should  have  plenty  of  time  to  un¬ 
load  them  without  paying  any  demurrage  charges. 

"But  they  all  arrived  together,  and  as  the  new 
rules  had  just  gone  into  effect  I  had  to  hustle 
in  order  to  get  them  all  unloaded  within  the 
space  of  two  days,  for  nowadays  one  hundred 
thousand-pound  cars  arc  the  general  rule.  It 
would  have  hurried  me  under  the  old  system, 
with  five  days  to  work.  The  association,  which 
is  comiiosed  of  every  railroad  company  that 
enters  Council  Bluffs.  Omaha  or  Kansas  City, 
takes  no  account  whatever  of  delays  in  shijnnent 
resulting  from  their  own  negligence,  but  insists 
on  the  consignees  of  shipments  walking  a  straight 
chalk  line.” 

Personal  and  News  Notes. 

A  Chicago  firm  has  secured  the  contract  for 
the  building  of  the  coal  elevator,  chute  and 
transfer  plant  for  the  Rock  Island  sy.stem,  at 
El  Reno,  Okla.,  at  a  cost  of  $17,500.  This  will 
be  the  only  plant  of  its  kind  on  the  entire 
system. 

Col.  William  Busby,  the  well  known  coal 
operator  of  Indian  Territory,  has  been  made 
chairman  of  the  Republican  territorial  finance 
committee,  where  it  is  expected  that  he  will 
make  as  great  a  success  as  a  party  manager  as  he 
has  in  business. 

From  what  is  believed  to  be  a  reliable  source 
it  is  learned  that  the  Southern  Pacific  is  figuring 
on  changing  many  of  its  oil  burning  locomotives 
back  to  coal  burners,  the  move  being  necessitated 
by  the  high  price  of  oil  and  the  further  fact 
that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  situation  being 
relieved,  no  new  oil  fields  being  in  sight.  The 
engines  in  the  passenger  service  will  remain  as 
oil  burners,  the  company  making  an  extensive 
display  of  the  oil  burning  engines  in  their  quest 
for  travel  over  their  line  to  and  from  the  Pacific 
coast.  It  is  also  supposed  that  not  all  of  the 
freight  engines  will  be  equipped  with  coal  burn¬ 
ers,  as  the  company  has  a  considerable  supply 
of  oil  on  hand  and  operates  an  oil  company  of 
its  own  for  the  production  of  oil.  Local  officials 
of  the  company  profess  to  be  ignorant  of  infor¬ 
mation  in  the  matter. 

Welsh  Coal  Market. 

Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  of  London  and  Cardiff, 
under  date  .\ugust  twenty-second,  UiOG,  report  on 
the  Welsh  coal  market  as  follows:  “The  market 
continues  in  a  firm  con,.lition,  at  about  last  week's 
prices,  smalls  being  specially  firm. 

Itest  Welsh  steam  Monmouthshire — 

coal  . $8.00  Seconds  . $8.4i 

Seconds  .  8.84  T»est  small  steam  coal.  *2.40 

Thirds  .  8.00  Seconds  .  2.40 

Dry  Coals  .  8.48  Other  sorts  .  2.84 

Best  Monmouthshire.  8.00 

“The  above  price*;  for  CardifT  coal  arc  all 
f.  o.  b.  Cardiff,  Penarth  or  Barry,  while  those  for 
Monmouthshire  descriptions  are  f.  o.  I>.  Newport, 
both  exclusive  of  wharfage  but  inclusive  of  export 
duty,  and  are  for  cash  in  thirty  days,  less  two 
and  one-half  per  cent  discount. 

“The  freight  market  is  quiet.  Rates  east  are 
nominal,  there  being  no  demand.  Plate  continues 
Urm.” 
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The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Whefxing,  W.  Va.,  September  f>.— (Special 
Correspondence.) — Witliin  the  week  coal  has  ad¬ 
vanced  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton,  and 
a  furtlier  advance  is  not  improbalde  unless  the 
acute  car  shortage  is  substantially  relieved. 

'I'lie  car  shortage  is  credited  with  the  recent 
advance,  'the  advances  are  principally  for  spot 
coal,  hut  are  reflected  in  contract  coal.  With  a 
car  shortage  and  a  labor  shortage  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  operators  feel  that  they  have  their  troubles 
just  at  a  time  when  the  market  is  so  inviting. 

The  transportation  subject  is  an  old  one  and 
there  arc  no  new  changes  to  ring  on  it.  It 
applies  to  every  one  of  the  trunk  lines,  but  seems 
to  he  the  most  pronounced  along  the  main  line 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  its  branches. 

It  is  restricting  the  output  in  the  Fairmont 
and  Wheeling  districts,  which  are  covered  by 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  and  it  is  keeping  produc¬ 
tion  down  below  normal  along  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  and  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 

The  celebration  of  Labor  day  this  week  was 
another  factor  in  lessening  output  and  operators 
would  have  preferred  the  holiday  at  another 
season.  In  some  instances  the  miners  failed  to 
report  for  duty  for  days  after  their  celebration. 

A  six-hour  suspension  of  the  coke  ovens  at 
the  Page  plant  of  the  Loup  Creek  Colliery  Co. 
a  few  days  ago  resulted  in  a  loss  of  five  hundred 
dollars.  The  employes  went  on  strike  against 
a  new  system  of  payment  inaugurated  by  Supt. 
Wren.  Instead  of  paying  by  car  measurement 
for  all  coal  going  into  the  ovens  he  substituted 
payment  by  weight.  Without  notice  the  men 
struck,  while  two  hundred  ovens  were  charged 
and  ready  to  be  drawn,  and  after  parleying,  that 
took  six  hours,  an  agreement  was  reached,  but 
in  the  meantime  several  ovens  were  burned. 
More  would  have  been  similarly  damaged  if  the 
settlement  had  been  deferred. 

Messrs.  Beddals,  Lyttle  and  Bryce,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  have  leased  1,220  acres  of  coal  land  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  on  Tug  river,  just  opposite  West  Virginia. 
The  land  has  been  wanted  for  years,  but 
could  not  be  acquired  until  a  title  could  be 
secured.  It  is  said  the  purchasers  or  their  rep¬ 
resentatives  will  soon  take  steps  to  install  several 
operations. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  September  fi. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — September  finds  lake  business  boom¬ 
ing  at  Toledo.  Some  other  lines  of  the  coal 
business  are  being  held  back  on  account  of  a 
shortage  of  cars  but  not  to  any  extent  has  lake 
coal  been  affected  thus  far.  Once  in  a  while  a 
complaint  is  heard  that  more  coal  could  be  han¬ 
dled  at  this  port,  but  as  a  general  thing  boat 
men  find  coal  in  waiting  when  they  touch  here 
for  a  cargo  of  the  black  diamonds. 

The  custom  house  figures  for  August  show  that 
the  shipments  of  coal  were  nearly  three  hundred 
per  cent  greater  than  they  were  a  year  ago,  but 
these  figures  are  very  apt  to  be  mi.sleading.  The 
same  report  shows  that  the  receipts  of  iron  ore 
were  more  than  double  those  received  during  the 
same  month  last  year  and  herein  probably  lies  the 
secret.  Boats  touching  here  or  rather  bringing 
ore  to  this  port  cleared  from  here  with  their 
cargoes  of  coal.  This  boosted  the  custom  house 
figures  instead  of  giving  the  credit  to  some  other 
harbor  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  the  boat 
unloaded  its  cargo  of  ore  there  instead  of  here 
and  had  then  came  to  Toledo  for  a  load  of  coal. 
This  system  is  allowed  and  it  makes  the  custom 
house  figures  very  unsatisfactory  as  boats  are 
allowed  to  clear  from  some  other  port  and  stop 
here  and  get  a  load  of  coal  without  reporting 
to  the  local  office.  The  fact  remains,  neverthe¬ 
less,  that  the  shipments  of  coal  were  much  larger 
during  the  past  month  than  during  July.  The 
movement  has  been  steadier  and  indications  now 
point  to  a  general  rush  for  the  remainder  of  the 
season.  Dealers  admit  that  they  are  in  many 
instances  far  behind  in  their  orders  and  as 
they  are  under  contract  to  get  coal  there  by 
boat,  they  are  naturally  in  a  hurry  to  get  through 
before  the  weather  puts  a  stop  to  lake  business. 


'I'he  Fairmont  region  this  summer  has  been  or¬ 
dering  a  great  amount  of  new  eiiuipment.  The 
I'airmont  Coal  Co.  has  gone  in  extensively  for 
electrical  machinery,  besides  cars,  and  the  Ilutch- 
insons  and  other  independent  operators  have  been 
ordering  cars  and  making  other  improvements. 
The  Ilutchinsons  will  soon  receive  two  hundred 
additional  cars,  and  electrical  machinery  for  their 
plants  in  Harrison  county,  and  also  their  mine 
at  Bridgeport,  Ohio.  'I'he  Madeira-IIill-Clark 
and  the  Virginia  and  Pittsburg  Coal  and  Coke, 
also  of  the  I'airmont  region,  are  keeping  up  to 
the  march  of  progress  in  the  same  way,  and  there 
is  hardly  any  mine  in  that  section  which  is  not 
modernizing  its  equipment. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

President  C.  L.  Bowman,  of  the  Walnut  Hill 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  has  been 
inspecting  the  company’s  interests  in  Mingo 
county. 

I'.  M.  Mills  has  resigned  as  general  superin¬ 
tendent  for  the  Loup  Creek  Colliery  to  engage 
in  the  mining  business  elsewhere  and  will  be 
succeeded  by  J.  C.  'Fay lor,  of  the  Gauley  Moun¬ 
tain  Coal  Co. 

William  Warner,  the  new  deputy  mine  in¬ 
spector  for  the  Norfolk  &  Western  region,  has 
established  his  headquarters  at  Welch,  W.  Va., 
and  has  requested  operators  to  notify  him  im¬ 
mediately  of  all  mine  accidents. 

H.  W.  Graham,  who  has  been  chief  bookkeeper 
for  the  New  River  and  Pocahontas  Consolidated, 
has  resigned  to  accept  a  position  with  a  manu¬ 
facturing  concern  at  his  old  home  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Bobbitt, 
who  has  been  script  clerk. 

As  predicted  in  the  preceding  issue,  Michael 
T.  Roach,  the  well  known  operator  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  "Va.,  and  John  Nugent,  the  minew'orkers’ 
state  president,  were  nominated  for  the  legislature 
on  the  one  ticket  by  the  Republicans  of  Kanawha 
county  last  Saturday.  As  the  nomination  is 
equivalent  to  election  almost,  their  voices  will  be 
heard  in  the  state’s  legislative  halls  next  winter. 


The  car  shortage,  to  which  we  have  referred, 
is  becoming  more  and  more  stringent  everj^  day, 
and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  until  prices  will 
be  forced  up.  Already  quotations  have  been 
advanced  for  some  of  the  smokeless  coals  and 
the  impression  is  becoming  more  confirmed  that 
the  advance  will  spread  to  other  lines.  Thus  far 
the  cheaper  Ohio  coals  have  been  plentiful,  but 
at  present  there  is  promise  of  difficulty  arising 
during  the  next  fortnight  to  get  it  as  needed. 

Retail  Prices  Advancing. 

The  usual  fall  advance  in  anthracite  coal  took 
effect  on  the  first  of  this  month.  The  present 
price  is  seven  dollars,  but  there  is  little  chance 
that  it  will  remain  at  this  figure,  despite  the 
fact  that  it  has  been  the  winter  quotation  for 
years.  Retailers  are  also  of  the  opinion  that 
other  grades  are  likely  to  be  forced  up  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  new  regulations  of  the  car  service 
association  which  shortens  the  time  for  unload¬ 
ing  cars  after  their  arrival  in  Toledo.  .\s  it  was, 
most  of  the  cars  were  unloaded  into  wagons  for 
delivery,  but  if  an  e.xtra  handling  is  required,  the 
cost  will  be  more  and  the  price  will  be  advanced 
for  this  reason  alone,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
waste  in  shoveling  the  coal  into  sheds. 

Rail  business  is  holding  up  remarkably  well, 
and  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  consumers 
to  get  a  little  coal  ahead  for  fear  that  the  car 
shortage  will  become  very  stringent.  Their 
efforts  along  this  line  are  mostly  unavailing  for, 
as  it  is,  it  keeps  operators  and  dealers  busy  filling 
the  actual  demand  'without  furnishing  coal  for 
storage  purposes.  Some  of  the  local  operators 
have  been  forced  to  run  on  part  time  on  account 
of  an  inability  to  get  the  required  number  of 
cars  to  take  care  of  their  daily  output. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Mil,  September  G. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  past  week  has  been  one  of 
but  little  development  as  affecting  the  immedi¬ 
ate  situation  in  the  coal  trade.  Bituminous  did 
not  continue  its  onward  march  to  better  things, 
as  had  been  hoped  after  the  slight  revival  of  the 
week  previous,  when  considerable  activity  was 
shown  in  line  business  and  when  prices  were  a 
little  stronger.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  market  in  the  past  ten  days  has  been  some¬ 
what  off  color,  and  line  business  has  been  slow. 
It  would  seem  as  if  there  is  to  be  no  consider¬ 
able  revival  for  a  few  weeks  as  yet,  unless  such 
a  situation  is  forced  by  a  car  shortage. 

The  anthracite  men  are  pursuing  the  even 
tenor  of  their  way  now  that  the  winter  schedule 
has  been  fully  established.  By  the  last  ten  cent 
advance,  to  the  consuming  public,  which  became 
effective  on  September  first,  the  rates  were  es¬ 
tablished  at  $6.7.'j  for  No.  1  hard;  $7  for  the 
other  sizes  of  that  coal,  $7.25  for  Sunbury,  and 
$7.H5  for  Lykens  Valley.  Pea  coal  will  hereafter 
retail  at  $4.50.  If  the  coal  situation  should  tighten 
up  around  December  a  still  further  advance  may 
at  that  time  be  put  into  effect  by  the  Retail  Coal 
FIxchange.  'I'here  is  always  more  or  less  cutting 
of  rates,  and  this  season,  when  the  trade  appears 
to  have  very  well-stocked  yards  at  low-schedule 
coal  promises  to  be  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

Coal  Exports  to  Mexico. 

The  fact  that  Baltimore  is  forging  ahead  in 
export  shipments  to  Mexico  in  competition  w'ith 
Welsh  coals  has  already  been  mentioned  in  these 
letters.  The  increase  of  the  trade  can  be  gath¬ 
ered  from  the  fact  that  during  the  last  three 
months  there  has  been  exported  to  Mexico  from 
this  port  coal  and  coke  to  the  value  of  $313,275, 
while  the  entire  exportation  of  coal  from  this 
port  during  the  same  months — June,  July  and 
.August — of  last  year,  aggregated  but  $138,973  in 
value.  In  the  last  three  months  twenty-four 
cargoes  have  been  sent  aggregating  99,618  tons 
of  bituminous  and  22,320  tons  of  coke.  Con¬ 
siderable  shipments  were  also  made  during  the 
three  months  just  closed  to  points  in  Canada. 
Cuba.  Italy,  the  Philippines,  and  Chile.  The 
sending  of  a  cargo  to  Valparaiso — before  the 
earthquake — had  stirred  up  the  hope  that  the  once 
considerable  coal  business  with  Chile  was  about 
to  be  resumed. 

Two  thousand  new  steel  cars  are  being  built 
for  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  by  the  South  Balti¬ 
more  Steel  Car  &  F'oundrv  Co.  .A  special 
meeting  of  stockholders  of  the  coal  company 
was  held  last  Wednesday  to  authorize  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  an  agreement  with  the  F'airmont  & 
Somerset  Equipment  Co.  for  the  construction  of 
the  cars. 

Surveys  for  a  New  Railroad. 

Final  surveys  are  being  made  near  Cumlierland 
for  a  new'  railroad  between  Connellsville  and 
Pittsburg  through  the  coke  region,  and  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  engineers  are  engaged  on  the  work. 
It  is  said  that  the  plan  is  to  establish  a  much 
lower  grade  road  than  that  which  now  drains 
the  territory. 

There  has  been  a  raising  of  charter  rates,  as 
shown  in  the  more  recent  announcements.  The 
British  steamer  Duart  has  been  chartered  for 
Tampico  at  $1.50;  the  British  steamer  Doris- 
brook,  coke,  for  A'era  Cruz,  at  $2.50;  schooner 
Edith  Olcott,  to  Boston  or  Salem,  75  cents; 
schooner  Normandy,  to  Salem,  80  cents: 
schooner  Elisha  .Atkins,  to  Galveston,  $1.60  and 
discharge;  schooner  .Addison  E.  Bullard,  to  Bos¬ 
ton  or  Portland.  75  cents,  option  of  Portsmouth. 
N.  H.,  at  80  cents ;  schooner  John  E.  Elevlin. 
75  cents ;  schooner  Normandy,  to  Boston,  at  80 
cents. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  on  Saturday  placed 
in  commission  the  first  of  three  steel  barges 
which  it  is  having  built  at  the  yards  of  the  New 
York  Shipbuilding  Co.,  at  Camden  N.  J.  The 
barges  represent  an  outlay  of  $250,000,  and  when 
completed  each  will  have  a  capacity  of  three  thou¬ 
sand  tons.  When  all  the  new  barges  have  been 
completed  the  Consolidation’s  fleet  of  barges  will 
consist  of  twenty,  of  which  seventeen  are  wooden, 
each  having  a  capacity  of  1,650  tons.  The  com¬ 
pany  also  owns  four  ocean-going  tugs  and  one 
steamer. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


“Nat”  Scott,  president  of  the  Scott  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Fisher  building-,  Chicago,  spent  the  early  part 
of  the  -week  in  Cincinnati. 

Wm.  J.  Magee,  manager  and  treasurer  of  the 
Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  Cincinnati,  was  a  Chicago 
visitor  on  Wednesday  of  this  week 

The  Lumaghi  Coal  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  purchased  the  Kortkamp  Coal 
Co.’s  mine  and  coal  rights  at  Hillsboro,  Ill. 

C.  E.  Wales,  general  western  agent  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  St. 
Paul,  stopped  off  at  Chicago  Thursday  on  his 
way  to  Pittsburg. 

Henry  Holverscheid,  of  Henry  Holverscheid  & 
Co.,  First  National  Bank  building,  Chicago,  has 
returned  from  a  month’s  vacation,  most  of  which 
was  spent  at  Sturgeon  Boy,  Wis. 

Lee  J.  Ward,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  home  after  nearly  a  week’s  ab¬ 
sence  in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

T.  N.  Mordue,  western  sales  agent  of  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  with  headquarters  at  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  a  business  trip  to  Cincinnati 
and  points  in  the  eastern  coal  fields. 

E.  L.  Sheppard,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  the  first  of  the  week  calling  on  his  old 
friends  and  looking  after  the  interests  of  the 
company  with  which  he  is  so  prominently  iden¬ 
tified. 

Forty-three  farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Rich¬ 
land,  Ill.,  have  organized  and  incorporated  the 
Happy  Hollow  Coal  Co.,  with  J.  H.  Plunkett 
as  president  and  John  Fetzer  as  secretary.  The 
company  is  sinking  a  shaft  and  expects  to  find 
a  six-foot  vein  of  good  coal  at  a  depth  of  about 
one  hundred  feet. 

The  recently  announced  negotiations  by  which 
it  was  expected  that  A.  C.  Bennetts,  of  the  Howe 
Ice  Co.,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  would  lease  the  coal 
yards  and  take  over  the  business  of  C.  A.  Cole, 
of  that  city,  has  fallen  through  and  for  the 
present  at  least  Mr.  Cole  will  continue  to  carry 
on  the  coal  business. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Sheboygan,  Wis., 
has  filed  an  amendment  to  its  charter  with  the 
secretary  of  state,  increasing  the  capital  of  the 
company  from  $50,000  to  $100,000.  The  company 
will  move  its  headquarters  from  Sheboygan  to 
Ashland.  Peter  Reiss  is  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  William  A.  Reiss  is  secretary. 

H.  J.  Koeber,  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Holver¬ 
scheid  &  Co.,  First  National  Bank  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  gone  to  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  where  he 
expects  to  spend  the  best  part  of  a  month  in 
his  favorite  sport  of  fishing.  His  letters  report 
the  sport  as  being  at  its  finest  now,  and  in  further 
testimony  of  this  fact  he  has  sent  some  fine  speci¬ 
mens  of  his  skill  with  pole  and  flv  to  some  of 
his  friends  at  home. 

The  largest  cargo  of  coal  ever  received  by  the 
Cargill  Coal  Co.,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  was  un¬ 
loaded  last  week  from  the  steamer  James  P. 
Walsh.  The  cargo  was  8,500  tons.  This  vessel 
is  480  feet  long,  fifty-two  feet  wide  and  has  a 
depth  of  thirty  feet,  making  it  one  of  the  largest 
boats  on  the  great  lakes.  The  pilot  who  had 
charge  of  the  Walsh  when  it  arrived  had  a  very 
hard  time  getting  through  the  bridge,  as  there 
was  not  more  than  six  inches  space  on  each  side 
of  the  boat  when  going  through  the  draw. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
are  preparing  to  make  extensive  improvements 
at  their  docks  at  Ninety-fifth  street  and  the 


Calumet  river,  Chicago.  They  will  build  new 
revolving  screens,  new  docks,  covering  six  hun¬ 
dred  feet,  a  new  concrete  floor  six  hundred  by 
two  hundred  feet,  and  new  concrete  pockets 
forty-two  feet  deep,  to  be  used  as  receivers  to 
the  conveyors,  also  an  addition  to  their  shed  of 
240  feet,  making  it  738  feet  long.  J.  Kolhof  & 
Son  have  the  contract  for  the  concrete  work. 

The  Cyclone  Drill  Co.,  of  Orville,  Ohio,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  vertical  engines,  drilling  and  pros¬ 
pecting  machinery  and  drillers’  supplies,  have  just 
issued  a  very  complete  and  attractive  catalogue 
of  nearly  a  hundred  pages.  The  book  is  ad¬ 
mirably  gotten  up  and  contains  full  descriptions 
of  the  various  machines  and  implements  manu¬ 
factured  by  the  company.  It  is  handsomely  illus¬ 
trated,  containing  not  only  cuts  of  the  company’s 
products,  but  also  many  views  of  a  more  general 
nature,  including  scenes  in  Montana,  California 
and  Alaska.  A  feature  of  the  catalogue  is  quite 
an  extended  treatise  on  methods  of  drilling. 

The  Metropolitan  Coal  Co.,  whose  offices  are 
on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  the  victim  of  a  bold  robbery  during 
business  hours  on  Tuesday  of  this  week.  Nearly 
five  hundred  dollars  in  currency  and  a  package 
of  negotiable  securities  were  abstracted  from  the 
company’s  vault,  the  door  of  which  adjoins  the 
office  door,  but  in  the  corridor.  One  of  the 
officers  of  the  company  after  opening  the  vault 
to  withdraw  some  of  its  contents,  left  it  unlocked 
for  a  few  moments  while  he  went  on  an  errand. 
Upon  returning  he  discovered  the  theft,  but 
search  has  thus  far  failed  to  reveal  the  criminal. 

The  American  Lumberman  (Chicago)  an¬ 
nounces  “In  Forest  Land,”  a  volume  of  poems 
by  Douglas  Malloch.  The  verses  of  “the  lum¬ 
berman  poet”  long  have  brightened  the  pages 
of  the  American  Lumberman  each  week.  This 
book  embodies  his  best  work  in  permanent  form. 
The  poems  constitute  a  graphic  and  beautiful 
portrayal  of  the  majesty  of  the  forest,  the  pic¬ 
turesqueness  and  humor  of  the  lumber  camp, 
the  thrill  of  the  drive,  the  magic  of  the  mill, 
the  romance  of  the  lumber  carrier  and  the  phil¬ 
osophy  of  the  yard.  As  the  special  interpreter 
of  all  these  things  Mr.  Malloch  stands  alone. 
Every  one  concerned  in  the  forest  or  its  products 
will  prize  this  volume. 

The  Kokoals  are  getting  busy  again  and  the 
first  koruskation  of  the  fall  season  will  be  held 
in  New  York  city  on  Tuesday  evening,  Septem¬ 
ber  eighteenth.  J.  D.  Van  Pelt,  New  York  city 
scout,  has  charge  of  the  affair  and  quite  a  large 
class  will  be  put  through.  E.  F.  Hartford,  with 
the  Kilbuck  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  scout  for  western  Pennsylvania.  He  will 
have  plenty  of  time  to  scour  the  woods  before 
the  annual  pow  wow.  On  account  of  the  large 
number  of  applications  which  are  being  received, 
Modoc  A.  O.  Tandy  is  planning  to  have  a  korus¬ 
kation  in  Chicago  on  Saturday,  September  twen¬ 
ty-ninth.  Every  itkember  should  put  his  shoul¬ 
der  to  the  wheel  this  fall  and  winter  and  try 
and  bring  the  membership  up  to  the  two  thou¬ 
sand  mark  by  the  time  the  next  pow  wow  is 
called  to  order. 

The  Clinton  Coal  Co.,  whose  main  sales  office 
is  located  in  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
is  already  working  its  two  Crown  Flill  mines  near 
Clinton,  Ind.,  almost  to  full  capacity,  and  is 
making  preparations  for  the  further  enlargement 
of  its  business  by  sinking  a  third  shaft  bnt  a 
short  distance  from  one  of  its  operating  mines. 
The  work  of  putting  down  this  shaft  has  already 
progressed  to  a  depth  of  over  two  hundred  feet 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  vein  to  he  first  worked 
will  be  reached  at  a  depth  of  about  two  hundred 


and  sixty-five  feet,  so  that  active  production  can 
be  readily  begun  as  soon  as  the  top  works  are 
completed.  Contracts  have  already  been  let  and 
the  material  is  being  assembled  for  a  steel  tipple 
to  be  provide/I  with  shaker  screens  and  all  of 
the  most  modern  devices  which  enter  into  the 
equipment  of  an  up-to-date  coal  mine.  At  the 
same  time  many  improvements  are  also  being 
made  at  the  two  mines  which  are  in  operation, 
including  the  installation  of  four  new  sets  of 
track  scales. 

\ 

The  work  of  the  state  geological  survey  on  the 
coal  fields  of  Illinois  is  going  rapidly  forward. 
A  large  number  of  mines  already  have  been 
visited,  and  careful  samples  taken  for  laboratory 
study,  IGO  such  samples  being  now  on  hand. 
Director  Bain  recently  visited  the  Livingston  and 
La  Salle  county  fields  preparatory  to  making 
careful  surveys.  J.  A.  Udden  is  now  engaged  in 
working  out  the  faults  near  Peoria  which  have 
been  such  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  and  ex¬ 
pense  to  operators  in  that  vicinity.  T.  E.  Savage 
is  making  a  detailed  study  of  the  Springfield 
mines.  J.  J.  Rutledge  has  taken  up  an  investi¬ 
gation  of  the  coals  of  the  East  St.  Louis-Belle- 
ville  area,  and  F.  W.  De  Wolf  is  about  to  begin 
work  in  Saline  and  Gallatin  counties.  His  work, 
as  also  that  of  David  White,  who  is  making 
collections  of  fossil  plants  throughout  the  field, 
is  carried  on  by  the  United  States  geological 
survey  in  co-operation  with  that  of  the  state. 
Topographic  surveys  preparatory  to  next  sea¬ 
son’s  work  are  being  carried  on  near  Harrisburg, 
Marion,  Herrin,  Murphysboro,  Trenton,  Edwards- 
ville,  Alton  and  Tallula.  _ 

About  two  weeks  ago  a  family  party  consist¬ 
ing  of  Sidney  Hostler,  of  the  Hostler  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  his  mother,  sister  and  the  young  son 
and  daughter  of  his  brother  Charles  Hostler, 
left  Chicago  for  an  extended  automobile  tour 
through  portions  of  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Michigan. 
When  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  reached  the  middle  of 
last  week  Mrs.  Hostler  fortunately,  as  the  event 
proved,  left  the  party  and  returned  home  by 
train.  Mr.  Hostler  and  the  young  people  con¬ 
tinued  the  trip  homeward  bound,  reaching  the 
vicinity  of  Laporte,  Ind.,  Sunday  morning. 
While  descending  a  steep  hill  just  after  a  hard 
shower,  which  had  washed  out  deep  gutters  on 
each  side  of  the  narrow  road,  the  touring  car 
suddenly  skidded  to  one  side  and  when  the 
wheels  sunk  into  the  ditch  it  turned  completely 
over,  pinning  Mr.  Hostler  and  the  two  ladies 
to  the  ground  and  rendering  them  unconscious. 
Young  Marvin  Hostler,  although  badly  cut  by  be¬ 
ing  forced  head  first  through  the  plate  glass  front 
of  the  car  was  able  to  extricate  himself.  With 
great  presence  of  mind  the  lad  stopped  the 
racing  engine  and  then  summoned  aid  from  a 
nearby  farmhouse.  The  other  members  of  the 
party  were  still  unconscious  when  the  car  was 
lifted  from  them,  but  soon  revived  and  were 
taken  to  a  house  where  they  received  immediate 
attention  from  a  local  physician.  Miss  Hostler 
was  found  to  have  sustained  a  fractured  arm 
and  collar  bone  besides  external  injuries.  The 
other  members  of  the  party  were  all  very  badly 
bruised  and  cut.  .All  were  able  to  return  to 
Chicago  by  train,  but  have  since  been  confined  to 
their  beds  by  their  injuries,  Mr.  Hostler  going 
out  for  the  first  time  on  Thursday  afternoon. 
The  strong  construction  of  the  car’s  top  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  all  that  saved  the  entire  partv 
from  instant  death  and  they  are  therefore  con¬ 
gratulating  themselves  on  their  fortunate  escape 
rather  than  lamenting  the  injuries  which  they 
received. 
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Important  Contribution  to  the  Literature  of 

Coal  Testing. 

On  Wednesday  evening  of  this  week  Mr.  W.  L.  Abbott,  operating 
engineer  of  the  Chicago  b'dison  and  Commonwealth  Electric  companies  pre¬ 
sented  before  the  Western  .Society  of  Engineers  at  its  first  autumn  meeting, 
one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most  important  contribution  which  has  so  far  a;)- 
pcared  concerning  the  testing  and  valuing  of  coal.  The  experiments,  which 
consisted  of  something  like  one  hundred  and  twenty  tests  under  a  boiler,  were 
made  for  the  purpose  of  studying  certain  features,  such  as  the  effect  due 
to  variation  in  the  size  of  coal  screenings,  the  influence  caused  hy  various 
amounts  of  ash  in  coal,  and  tlie  results  due  to  carrying  different  thicknesses 
of  fire  on  clniin-grate  stokers. 

Numerous  diagrams  were  presented  in  connection  with  the  paper,  which 
illustrated  in  a  grapliic  manner  the  results  of  the  various  tests.  One  of 


them  shows  the  result  caused  when  very  line  slack,  pea  and  nut  coal  are 
burned  under  the  same  conditions  in  different  experiments.  The  results 
of  these  tests  should  be  of  special  interest  to  people  in  the  coal  trade, 
because  in  some  respects  the  work  is  much  more  important  and  compre¬ 
hensive  than  that  which  has  been  done  at  the  government  coal  testing 
plant  at  St.  l.ouis.  '1  he  feature  of  this  paper  which  perhaps  is  of  tho 
greatest  value,  is  that  it  shows  why  coal  appears  differently  in  service 
than  as  indicated  by  the  calorimetric  tests. 

riie  interest  attaching  to  this  investigation  is  greatly  enhanced  by  the 
high  professional  ^tanding  of  .Mr.  .Abbott.  'I  h rough  the  courtesy  of  the  author 
and  of  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers  we  are  enabled  to  present  this 
paper  in  full  to  our  readers,  with  all  the  accompanying  diagrams,  several 
weeks  in  advance  of  its  publication  in  the  October  number  of  the  society’s 
own  Proceedings. 

The  Question  of  Dispatch. 

In  these  days  when  every  car  should  be  made  to  accomplish  the  largest 
possible  amount  of  work,  the  (juestion  of  dispatch  becomes  a  serious  one. 
Every  shipper  and  every  buyer  of  commodities  in  car  lots  has  it  constantly 
impressed  upon  him  that  the  great  need  for  cars  makes  it  essential  that  he 
should  load  (luickly  and  should  unload  even  more  quickly.  Lest  he  be 
ncligent  in  these  respects  penalties  are  prescribed  and  vigorously  enforced 
so  tliat  demurrage  charges  frequently  figure  as  an  expensive  item  in  the 
record  of  a  year’s  business. 

hrom  the  way  in  which  railwa)’  officials  thus  urge  and  enforce  prompt¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  their  patrons  the  natural  conclusion  would  be  that 
similar  promptness  is  exacted  by  them  from  their  own  employes  all  along 
the  line.  'I'hat  this  is  by  no  means  always  the  case,  however,  is  readily 
apparent  even  to  a  casual  observer. 

The  (piestion  of  dispatch  is  one  which  should  receive  much  more  careful 
attention  than  it  has  in  the  past,  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  failure  in 
this  regard,  while  not  the  chief  cause  is  nevertheless  an  important  con¬ 
tributing  factor  in  creating  periods  of  car  shortage.  Shippers  load  promptly, 
Init  when  loaded  and  started  toward  their  destination  cars  are  oftentimes 
altogether  longer  upon  the  road  than  is  warranted.  .A  case  in  point  has 
come  to  our  attention  this  week,  that  of  a  carload  of  special  timbers  for 
use  at  an  Illinois  mine,  which  was  shipped  from  Oregon  over  three  months 
ago ;  it  has  been  repeatedly  traced  and  yet  at  last  accounts  had  only  gotten 
aliout  a  thousand  miles  on  its  way  eastward,  with  no  possibility  of  shifting 
the  resiionsibility  because  it  has  all  of  the  time  been  in  the  hands  of  one 
company. 

1  he  records  in  the  offices  of  every  considerable  shipper  will  show 
innumerable  examples  of  precisely  similar  and  equally  inexcusable  delays 
in  transit,  due  to  the  sidetracking  of  cars  at  division  or  other  points 
wliere  they  are  allowed  to  stand  indefinitely  instead  of  being  hurried  forward 
to  destination. 

Nor  is  the  loss  in  the  effectiveness  of  the  cars  limited  to  slowness 
while  in  transit.  It  is  one  of  the  commonest  of  sijhts  to  see  a  car  or  string 
of  cars  stand  upon  a  coal  yard  siding  for  several  days  after  unloading 
is  completed  before  it  is  removed  by  the  yard  engine,  yet  had  the  retailer 
been  a  few  days  late  in  getting  the  coal  off  the  car  he  would  have  been 
charged  demurrage  “because  he  was  delaying  a  car  urgently  needed 
elsewhere.’’ 

It  is  often  and  truly  stated  that  modern  railroad  operation  has  been 
reduced  to  a  science  and  to  a  fine  art.  but  the  most  enthusiastic  official  will 
admit  that  perfection  has  by  no  means  been  attained.  In  illustration  of  this 
latter  admission  the  question  of  dispatch  is  a  subject  most  emphatically  in 
evidence.  .Any  system  which  will  permit  possible  revenue-producers  to  be 
many  per  cent  below  full  efficiency  is  a  faulty  system  and  needs  rigorous  over¬ 
hauling.  In  all  probability  it  will  be  found  that  the  general  rules  governing 
dispatch  are  correct,  and  that  the  trouble  and  loss  arises  from  flaws  in  the 
method  of  their  administration,  which  permit  negligence  on  the  part  of  minor 
employes  to  pass  unnoticed. 

These  facts  arc  undisputahle  and  are  therefore  commended  to  the 
consideration  of  those  whose  duty  it  is  to  conserve  the  interest  of  the 
railroads  and  of  their  patrons  by  reducing  the  losses  from  car  shortage 
to  a  minimum. 

1  HE  STOCK Hoi.iiEKS  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  Co.  are  to  hold 
a  special  meeting  to  vote  a  thirty-four  million  dollar  increase  in  capitalization 
and  a  bond  issue  of  the  same  amount.  In  behalf  of  the  operators  on  the 
line  of  this  road,  who  are  freciuently  caused  heavy  losses  because  of  car 
shortages,  we  would  respectfully  but  strongly  urge  that  the  purchase  of 
several  thousand  coal  cars  would  be  an  excellent  way  of  investing  a  part 
of  the  proceeds  from  these  bonds. 
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Some  Characteristics  of  Coal  as  Affecting  Its 
Performance  With  Steam  Boilers.* 

By  W.  L.  Abbott,  M.  W.  S.  E. 

Operating  Engineer,  Chicago  Edison  and  Commonwealth  Electric  Companies. 


The  capacity  and  efficiency  obtained  with  a  steam  boiler  is  the 
result  of  many  influences  more  or  less  variable  in  character,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  studjdng  some  of  these  influences,  certain  experiments 
were  conducted  in  which  coal  screenings  were  used,  the  results  of 
which  are  presented  in  this  paper. 

The  apparatus  employed  in  the  researches  to  be  considered  con¬ 
sisted  of  two  Babcock  &  Wilcox  boilers,  one  l)eing  fourteen  tubes  high  and 
eighteen  wide,  of  approximately  five  thousand  scprare  feet  of  heating  surface, 
fitted  with  a  chain  grate  stoker  of  seventy-five  scpiare  feet  in  area,  which 
discharged  the  gases  of  the  fire  from  under  an  ignition  arch  five  feet  long, 
immediately  among  the  tubes  of  the  boiler;  this  boiler  was  also  fitted  with 
a  Babcock  &  Wilcox  superheater  having  an  approximate  area  of  one  thou¬ 
sand  square  feet.  The  other  apparatus  employed  in  one  of  the  series  of  tests 
differed  only  in  sizes ;  its  boiler  was  twelve  tubes  high  and  sixteen  wide, 
contained  four  thousand  square  feet  of  heating  surface,  provided  with  a 
superheater  and  served  with  a  chain  grate  stoker  of  sixty-six  square  feet  in 
area.  Fig.  1  is  a  sectional  elevation  of  the  larger  hoiler. 

The  experiments  were  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  following  features 
and  their  influence  with  the  particular  apparatus  used,  and  are  presented  in 
the  following  order  :  _  . 

Effect  on  capacity  and  efficiency  due  to  coal  of  different  sizes. 

Influence  of  ash  in  coal  on  capacity  and  efficiency. 

Effect  of  variation  in  size  of  coal  screenings. 

Results  of  different  thicknesses  of  fire. 

The  experiments  illustrated  by  the  diagram  (Fig.  2)  consisted  in 
the  use  of  coal  separated  into  various  sizes  by  means  of  screens  having 
the  following  square  openings:  0.2.5,  0.50,  0.75,  1.0  and  1.25  inches.  The 
coal  was  all  from  one  lot,  so  that  the  different  portions  resulting  from 
the  screening  process  were  necessarily  the  “same  kind  of  ccjal,”  except 


Fig.  1.  Elevation  of  Boiler  and  Stoker  Employed  in  the  Experiments. 


that  some  portions  were  uniformly  larger  and  others  smaller,  and  that 
the  smallest,  on  account  of  its  size,  was  higher  in  ash.  As  shown  by 
the  curves  of  efficiency  and  capacity  in  the  diagram,  five  tests  were 
made,  each  with  a  different  size  of  coal.  In  all  <jther  respects,  however, 
everything  was  equal;  thus  influencing  conditions,  except  tljat  due  to 
size  of  coal,  were  constant.  In  this  way,  relative  values  for  the  feature 
studied  were  obtained  as  shown  by  the  diagram. 

It  is  well  in  this  connection  to  give  the  percentage  of  ash  in  the 
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The  high  per  cent  in  the  smallest  size  is  not  due  to  ash  in  the  coal 
itself,  but  to  the  fact  that  all  of  the  fine  sized  foreign  matter  separated 
from  larger  coal,  or  which  comes  from  roof  or  floor  of  the  mine, 
naturally  finds  its  way  into  this  smaller  coal. 

Influence  of  Ash  in  Coal  on  Capacity  and  Efficiency. 

This  diagram  (Fig.  I!)  gives  results  of  eighteen  tests  made  to  de¬ 
termine  the  effect  of  varying  epiantities  of  ash  associated  with  coal. 

*.\  paper  read  before  the  Western  Society  of  Engineers  on  Wednesday  evening 
of  this  week,  and  to  be  published  in  the  Society’s  Proceedings  for  October. 


One  result  ttf  its  presence  is  to  reduce  the  heating  power,  owing  to 
displacement  of  combustible  matter.  1  hereftjre,  in  this  connection  ash 
may  be  considered  as  a  dilutant,  and  if  this  was  the  only  result  of  its 
presence  it  would  have  no  effect  on  heat  efficiency  secured  through  a 
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Fig.  2.  Effect  Produced  in  Steam  Generation,  by  Coal  of  Varying  Sizes. 


boiler.  A  proportionately  less  amount  of  water  would  be  evaporated 
by  a  pound  of  such  mixture  of  ash  and  coal,  of  course,  but  efficiency 
would  not  be  affected.  If,  however,  ash  acts  in  some  other  way  as 


Fig.  3.  Influence  of  Varying  Percentage  of  Ash  in  Coal. 


well,  such  as  an  obstruction  to  the  combustion  process,  the  effect  of  its 
presence  is  doubly  harmful. 

To  insure  that  the  result  would  not  be  affected  by  any  influence 
other  than  that  of  the  ash,  special  coal  was  used  which  came  from 
the  No.  7  seam,  north  of  Marion  in  Williamson  county.  111.  It  was 
prepared  in  a  Stewart  washer  and  is  known  to  the  trade  as  No.  4 
washed  coal,  a  size  made  by  passing  over  a  screen  having  one-<|uarter 
inch  round  openings,  and  through  one  having  similar  one-half  inch 
openings.  Its  composition  iS"  represented  by  the  following: 


.Moist  Co.il : 

.Moisture  .  7.18 

.Ash  .  8.23 

B.  T.  U . 12.19t 


Jlry  foal: 
Asb 

B.  T.  17. 
Pure  foal: 
B.  T.  U. 


.  8.90 

13.17rt 

14,403 
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The  test  indicated  l)y  the  two  points  showing  highest  efficiency 
and  capacity  was  made  with  coal  just  as  it  arrived,  or  in  other  words, 
was  of  the  composition  shown  hy  the  analysis.  Beginning  with  the  test 
of  the  second  day,  a  (luantity  of  refuse  from  the  stoker  ash  pits  was 
added  to  the  coal  to  he  used.  'I'liis  refuse  was  first  weighed  and  the 
large  pieces  broken  up,  after  which  it  was  thoroughly  mixed  with  the 
coal  in  the  required  proportion  and  increasing  amounts  were  added  in 
each  test  which  followed.  This  fuel  composition  was,  of  course,  weighed 
as  used  and  a  sample  of  it  selected  for  analysis  in  the  regular  manner. 

It  appears  from  the  diagram  that  useful  effect  from  the  fuel  drops 
to  zero  with  forty  per  cent  of  ash,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
other  sixty  per  cent  of  the  composition  was  pure  coal.  The  fact  should 
he  emphasized,  that  although  over  half  of  the  composition  fed  to  the 
fire  was  fuel,  it  burned  without  producing  any  useful  effect,  for  which 
there  arc  two  reasons;  one,  that  on  account  of  obstructed  air  supply 
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Fig.  4.  Effect  of  Size  in  Coal  Screenings  on  Capacity  Produced. 

through  the  fuel  bed,  incomplete  combustion  and  escaping  hydrocarbons 
carried  away  a  portion  of  the  heat,  because  the  gases  passed  immedi¬ 
ately  among  the  tubes  of  the  boiler.  The  other  is,  that  owing  to  the 
presence  of  an  excess  of  ash,  the  percentage  of  fuel  on  the  rear  portion 
of  the  grate  is  greatly  reduced.  On  this  account  a  larger  proportion  of 
the  air  passing  through  the  fuel  bed  does  not  combine  with  the  fuel, 
but  enters  the  furnace  as  free  air.  As  the  prime  function  of  a  furnace 
is  to  heat  the  gases  passing  through  it,  any  increase  in  the  amount  of 
air  entering  the  furnace  without  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  amount 
of  fuel  burned  must  result  in  a  lowering  of  the  furnace  temperature. 

This  lowering  of  temperature,  besides  making  a  long,  smoky  flame 
which  reaches  up  among  the  boiler  tubes  and  is  there  clailled  to  below 
the  burning  point,  also  reacts  on  the  fuel  bed,  reducing  the  rate  of  com¬ 
bustion  and  still  further  increasing  the  adulteration  of  the  furnace  gases 
with  free  air.  When  the  temperature  of  the  furnace  has  been  thus  re- 


Fig.  5.  Effect  of  Size  of  Coal  Screenings  on  Efficiency  Produced. 


duced  to  about  six  hundred  degrees  Fahrenheit  the  boiler  is  unable  to 
absorb  any  more  heat  than  is  necessary  to  make  up  for  radiation  losses. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  points  on  the  diagram  do  not  fall  in 
symmetrical  order.  This  is  particularly  true  of  ash  percentages  of 
about  thirty-four,  which  may  be  explained  by  the  refuse  used  in  these 
tests  being  probably  of  a  more  fusible  character  than  with  others. 
These  tests  with  the  ash  composition  were  made  with  the  smaller  boiler 
above  mentioned. 

Effect  of  Variation  in  Size  of  Coal  Screenings. 

In  Illinois  and  Indiana,  coal  not  sold  as  mine-run  is  separated  largely 
as  lump  and  screenings,  and  such  screenings  furnish  about  ninety  per 
cent  of  the  stoker  fuel  used  in  Illinois. 


The  diagrams  (Figs.  4  and  5)  illustrate  the  result  of  sixty-two 
tests.  With  each  size  of  coal  as  measured  by  screens  with  square 
openings  ranging  in  dimensions  from  0.25  to  1.50  inches,  advancing  by 
0.25  inch,  and  the  average  sizes  of  coal  as  sh<jwn  at  the  base  of  the 
diagrams,  were  calculated  from  sizing  tests  made  with  these  screens, 
and  rejjresent  the  dimension  in  fractions  of  an  inch  of  openings  in  a 
screen  which  would  allow  one-half  of  the  coal  to  pass  through  and  the 
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Fig.  6. 


Showing  Uniform  Heat  Efficiency  With  Varying  Thickness 

of  Fire. 


other  half  to  go  over  the  screen,  and  it  is  this  that  is  designated  as  its 
average  size. 

In  diagrams.  Fig.  4  shows  the  effect  produced  on  horse-power 
output  owing  to  this  variation  in  size  of  the  coal,  and  Fig.  5  illustrates 
the  resulting  efficiency  from  the  same  cause  and  for  the  same  tests. 


PER  CENT  OF  ASH  IN  DRY  COAL 

Fig.  7. 

The  curves  for  both  efficiency  and  capacity  drop  midway  between 
the  tests  with  both  small  and  large  coal.  This  is  a  peculiarity  which 
may  be  explained  as  follows;  Performance  becomes  better  as  the 
size  of  coal  increases,  until  a  point  is  reached  when  the  quantity  of 
large  pieces  becomes  so  great  that  there  is  not  enough  fine  material 
to  properly  close  the  interstices  between,  with  the  result  that  perform¬ 
ance  drops  off,  due  to  excess  of  air,  until  a  condition  is  reached  when 
all  of  the  pieces  of  fuel  approach  uniformity,  when,  owing  to  greater 
agreement  in  size,  they  fit  together  better,  and  in  a  measure  produce  a 
homogeneous  mass  similar  to  that  secured  by  the  fine  dust  filling  the 
spaces  in  the  fuel  bed  in  the  first  case. 

The  presence  of  fine  dust  in  e.xcess  is  a  great  and  important  source 
of  trouble.  Referring  to  Fig.  2,  coal  through  an  0.25  inch  square 
screen  produced  only  108  horse-power,  yet  a  size  of  fuel  known  in 
Illinois  as  No.  5  washed  coal,  which  will  pass  through  a  0.25  inch 
round  hole  (to  a  smaller  aperture  than  the  square  opening)  will  produce 
as  high  as  six  hundred  horse  power  under  the  same  boiler.  It  is  true 
that  the  lower  ash  content  of  the  washed  coal  has  a  considerable  in- 
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fluence,  but  this  is  offset  by  the  larger  size  of  the  square  screen  as 
against  the  round  one. 

To  arrive  at  a  better  understanding  of  the  physical  make-up  of 
these  two  characters  of  fuel,  tests  were  made  of  the  dust  of  each, 
using  that  quantity  which  would  pass  through  a  twenty-mesh  screen, 
with  the  results  shown  in  Table  A. 


TABLE  A. 


Quantity  and  Size  of  Coal  Dust  Below  Twenty-Mesh  Screen. 
Per  Cent  of  Different  Sizes. 


Dust  Samples. 

No.  5  washed  . 

Duff  through  Yi  inch  square  screen.. 
Average  of  five  tests  from  ordin: 
screenings  . 
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20  and 
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40  and 
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COAL  VALUES  FOR  SCREENINGS 

Table  B. 

The  quantity  of  the  extremely  fine  dust  through  the  100-mesh 
screen  is  shown  to  be  almost  three  times  as  much  in  the  unwashed  as 
with  the  washed  coal.  The  third  line  of  the  table  is  an  average  from 
five  tests  taken  from  different  lots  of  screenings,  and  it  shows  an 
approximate  agreement  with  the  quantities  from  the  duff  through  the 
one-quarter  inch  square  screen,  from  which  it  follows  that  the  presence 
of  the  fine  dust  has  an  enormous  influence  on  the  burning  of  the  fuel. 

Result  of  Different  Thicknesses  of  Fire. 

An  excess  of  air  accompanies  a  thin  fire,  and  because  of  it  efficiency 
produced  through  the  boiler  is  affected.  On  the  other  hand,  a  thick 
fire  reduces  the  excess  of  air,  but  increases  the  volume  of  hydrocarbon 
gases  which  leave  the  surface,  or,  in  other  words,  makes  more  smoke. 
If  a  furnace  is  located  between  the  boiler  and  stoker,  these  gases  will 


be  burned,  otherwise  they  will  largely  escape  among  the  tubes  of  the 
boiler  as  they  did  in  this  case.  Therefore,  under  these  conditions,  a 
thin  fire  increases  the  loss  due  to  excess  of  air,  but  decreases  that  due 
to  smoke  and  incomplete  combustion.  On  the  other  hand,  a  thick  fire 
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Fig.  10. 

reduces  the  excess  of  air,  but  increases  the  smoke  and  escaping  com¬ 
bustible  gas.  and  so  the  best  thickness  of  fire  may  be  a  matter  of  im¬ 
portance.  With  thtis  type  of  boiler  of  a  height  of  nine  tubes  when 
served  with  chain  grate  stokers  discharging  immediately  among  the 
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lubes,  it  is  always  most  economical  to  produce 
as  large  a  volume  of  smoke  as  possible  with 
the  coal  being  used.  With  boilers  of  fourteen 
tubes  in  height,  the  conditions  are  different, 
because  such  boilers  are  more  efficient. 

With  an  ideal  boiler  the  final  temperature 
would  be  the  same  as  the  atmosphere,  there¬ 
fore  an  unlimited  excess  of  air  could  be  used 
without  causing  heat  loss.  No  practical  boiler 
can.  of  course,  be  an  ideal  one,  but  the  Bab¬ 
cock  &  Wilcox  type  of  fourteen  tubes  high 
approaches  much  nearer  to  it  than  does  one  of 
nine  high,  and  for  that  reason  is  more  efficient, 
and  in  this  connection  is  (|uite  iiniiiiie,  as  Fig.  0 
will  show. 

'fhe  curves  of  efficiency  in  this  diagram  illus¬ 
trate  a  constant  heat  efficiency  produced 
through  the  boiler  for  a  full  working  range 
in  thickness  of  lire,  insuring  not  only  maxi¬ 
mum  e.\cess  of  air,  but  incomplete  combustion 
loss  as  well,  yet  efliciency  remained  uniform, 
and  the  only  opportunity  for  the  “skillful” 
and  “intelligent”  fireman  is  in  selecting  that 
thickness  best  suited  to  capacity  re<iiiirements. 

riie  coal  used  in  these  two  series  of  tests 


ficts  may  be  averaged  and  treated  as  a  single 
value,  the  problem  is  much  simiililied. 

Insiiection  of  diagrams  bigs.  4  and  shows 
that  resulting  capacity  and  efficiency  are  ap¬ 
proximately  the  same,  and  that  the  condition 
of  fuel  which  results  in  a  high  efficiency  also 
produces  large  capacity.  I'liis  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  assign  two  values  to  the  fuel,  one 
apjilying  to  ash  content,  the  other  to  its  size, 
each  of  these  values  embracing  efficiency  and 
capacity  as  a  unit. 

In  jilaciiig  the  effect  due  to  ash  in  shape  for 
use  in  preparation  of  table  B.  diagram  b'ig.  7, 
which  is  a  reproduction  of  Fig.  has  a  heavy 
curve  drawn  midway  between  thrjse  of  effi¬ 
ciency  and  capacity.  'Ibis  average  curve  rep- 
lesents  the  value  of  the  fuel  as  far  as  ash  is 
concerned,  which  appears  to  be  one  hundred 
per  cent,  with  tvyelve  per  cent  of  ash  in  the 
dry  screenings,  and.  according  to  this,  value 
could  be  greater  than  one  hundred  per  cent, 
but  twelve  per  cent  represents  an  average 
minimum  ash  content  for  coal  screenings  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana  at  the  present  time,  there¬ 
fore  such  fuel  is  the  best  obtainable,  and  for 


winch  helps  to  corrohi.rate  the  conclusions  of 
I'igs.  4  and  .">. 

In  coal  insiiection  service,  it  i-  quite  essential 
that  the  tests  be  simple  and  few  in  number,  but 
determination  of  the  average  size  requires  that 
several  screens  be  employed,  involving  a  large 
amount  of  work,  as  well  as  difficult  calculation, 
and  for  this  reason  there  is  great  advantage  in 
using  but  (ine  screen.  'I'he  0.2.»  in  size  having 
received  more  r>r  less  favorable  consideration, 
in  working  out  a  scheme  for  its  use  in  connection 
with  table  B.,  all  of  the  tests  which  showed  a 
capacity  below  .■)7."i  horse-power  were  taken. 
With  these  data  l-'ig.  12  was  prepared.  The 
average  ash  in  the  dry  coal  for  these  tests  was 
eighteen  per  cent.  A  curve  representing  values 
for  this  ash  content,  and  also  for  standard  ash 
of  twelve  per  cent  being'  drawn,  the  latter  curve 
gave  values  for  use  in  table  B.  The  quantities 
of  coal  were  transposed  from  that  through  the 
0.2.')  inch  square  to  a  0.2.7  inch  round  screen. 
I  hus  the  final  result  for  ash  shown  by  diagram 
F'ig.  H  and  that  for  size  by  diagram  Fig.  12  fur¬ 
nished  data  used  for  calculating  the  final  com¬ 
bined  values  in  table  B,  from  which  it  appears 
that  screenings,  having  twelve  per  cent  of  ash 
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Fig.  11. 

was  very  uniform  in  size  and  ash  content,  and 
for  these  reasons  was  well  suited  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  experiments.  In  the  series  with 
thickness  of  fire,  from  4..)  to  8.5  inches,  what 
is  known  as  No.  5  washed  coal  was  used,  a 
size  which  passes  through  a  screen  having 
round  openings  0.25  inches  diameter.  With 
the  other  series  and  a  larger  range  in  thick¬ 
ness,  washed  screenings  were  employed. 

Table  Showing  Value  of  Screenings. 

Table  B  gives  values  in  one  figure  for 
screenings  containing  different  percentages  of 
ash,  and  of  variation  in  size  as  measured  by 
that  portion  passing  through  a  0.25  inch  round 
screen.  The  following  detailed  statement  ex¬ 
plains  how  this  table  was  prepared: 

The  value  of  coal  screenings  is  affected  by 
four  variables,  which  are  heating  power,  mois¬ 
ture,  ash  and  size  of  the  pieces  of  coal.  Heat¬ 
ing  power  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  of  the  pure 
coal — in  other  words,  free  from  ash  and  mois¬ 
ture,  the  real  coal — ranges  from  13,800  as  the 
minimum  to  a  maximum  of  14,500  B.  T.  U.  per 
pound,  and  moisture  from  about  nine  to  fourteen 
per  cent.  These  two  characteristics,  however, 
are  of  minimum  importance,  as  either  can 
affect  the  result  by  only  a  comparatively  small 
amount.  With  the  other  two  features,  amount 
of  ash  and  size  of  the  pieces,  each  may  exert 
an  influence  of  such  moment  that  they  cause 
the  fuel  to  be  valueless.  Thus,  in  fuel  in¬ 
spection  service  it  may  be  necessary  to  test 
only  the  latter  characteristics,  therefore  Table 
B  is  based  on  variation  in  per  cent  of  ash  and 
on  size  of  the  coal,  moisture  and  heating 
power  being  assumed  as  constant. 

The  fuel  in  service  under  a  boiler  produces 
two  results,  one  of  efficiency  and  the  other 
of  capacitjy  and  capacity,  or  in  other  words, 
quantity  of  steam  produced,  is  a  matter  of 
great  importance.  Therefore,  if  these  two  ef- 


this  reason  may  have  a  value  of  one  hundred 
per  cent  assigned  to  it. 

'riuis,  F'ig.  S  contains  a  curve  showing  value 
taken  from  F'ig.  7,  and  without  the  complication 
of  curves  and  points  in  the  latter,  and  ash  values 
were  taken  directly  from  it  for  use  in  the  com¬ 
pilation  of  table  B. 

The  feature  of  size  is  a  more  difficult  problem 
than  that  of  ash,  as  the  following  will  show. 
•After  the  tests  represented  in  diagrams  Figs.  4 
and  5  (sixty-two  in  number)  were  finished.  Fig. 
i)  was  plotted,  using  percentages  of  coal  through 
a  0.25  inch  sciuare  screen.  The  diagram  for  effi¬ 
ciency  only  is  shown,  because  that  for  capacity 
gave  no  different  result.  It  is  apparent  that  the 
arrangement  of  points  fails  to  show  any  harmful 
effect  due  to  presence  of  excessive  quantity  of 
fine  dust.  The  fuel  used  in  these  sixty-two  tests 
was  ordinary  screenings,  containing  varying 
amounts  of  ash,  and  to  ascertain  if  this  variable 
ash  content  could  he  the  cause  of  failure  of  F'ig.  9 
to  show  harmful  effect  of  fine  dust,  individual  tests 
were  used  in  the  plotting  of  F'ig.  10,  the  ash 
content  for  the  tests  shown  by  any  one  of  the 
curves  being  constant,  while  the  size  as  repre¬ 
sented  by  the  percentage  through  the  0.25  inch 
square  screen  varied.  The  result  of  this  analysis 
made  it  appear  that  the  presence  of  finer  sizes 
was  sometimes  harmful,  and  in  other  cases  bene¬ 
ficial.  The  scheme  of  average  size  was  then 
adopted  and  employed,  with  the  result  shown  by 
diagrams  Figs.  4  and  5,  described  in  the  first 
division  of  this  paper,  and  as  a  check  on  the  con¬ 
clusions  of  these  two  diagrams,  F'ig.  1 1  was  plot¬ 
ted,  based  on  percentages  through  a  0.5  inch 
screen.  With  1.25  inch  screenings,  this  size  is 
nearer  to  the  general  average  than  that  of  0.25 
inch,  and  it  is  apparent  that  a  curve  may  be 
drawn  through  the  points  which  will  show  a  fall¬ 
ing  off  in  efficiency  or  capacity  with  increase  in 
quantity  of  fuel  through  the  0.5  inch  screen 


Fig.  12. 

or  less,  and  of  a  size  that  no  more  than  thirty-one 
per  cent  will  pass  a  0.25  inch  round  screen  may 
be  considered  of  one  hundred  per  cent  value, 
or  in  other  words,  sufficiently  good  for  the  pur¬ 
pose. 

Basing  conclusions  on  the  measurement  given 
by  any  one  screen  is  arbitrary,  as  four  points  in 
diagram  Fig.  12  indicates,  therefore,  while  table 
B  may  be  depended  on  to  identify  all  of  the  coal 
containing  an  excess  amount  of  fine  sizes,  it  will, 
in  a  few  cases,  condemn  satisfactory'  fuel. 

This  paper  does  not  presume  to  lay  down  the 
ultimate  laws  hv  which  fine  coals  may  he  graded 
in  value,  but  rather  to  point  out  the  fact  that 
such  laws,  although  at  present  obscure,  do  exist, 
and  that  our  conclusions  drawn  from  numerous 
tests  are  as  herein  indicated. 

During  the  year  1905  there  was  produced  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana  about  fifty  million  tons  of 
coal,  forty-eight  per  cent  of  which  was  one  and 
one-fourth  inch  screenings,  and  although  it  was 
not  in  every  case  separated  from  the  lump,  we 
can  truthfully  say  that  this  fortv-»--'r,t;  per  cent, 
or  twenty  million  tons  of  screenings,  was  sold 
at  the  mine  at  an  average  price  not  to  e.xceed 
two-thirds  of  its  cost  of  production,  and  this 
same  fine  coal  was  used  for  making  steam  at  an 
average  efficiency  of  less  than  fifty  per  cent. 

These  two  facts  are  sufficient  warrant  for  fur¬ 
ther  investigation  of  this  little  known  subject. 


•Among  the  large  numher  who  took  part  in  the 
discussion  following  the  reading  of  Mr.  .Abbott’s 
paper  were  the  following:  Prof.  L.  P.  Brecken- 
ridge,  of  the  University  of  Illinois;  W.  T.  Ray, 
of  the  United  States  geological  survey’s  coal 
testing  plant,  St.  Louis:  .A.  Bcment ;  F.  L.  Jeffer¬ 
ies,  of  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.;  Edward  H.  Tay¬ 
lor,  of  the  Fuel  Engineering  Co. ;  W.  .A.  Shaw, 
city  engineer;  Robert  H.  Kuss,  of  the  City  Club; 
George  H.  Lukes,  of  the  North  Shore  Electric 
Co. ;  \V.  .A.  Holley,  general  freight  agent.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Burlington  &  Quincy  railway;  T.  C.  Mc- 
•Ardlc.  and  J.  Gilmore. 
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}^ew  Coal  Corporation  in  Columbus. 


The  Capitol  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  latest  cor¬ 
poration  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  coal  operators 
of  Columbus.  Ohio,  has  valuable  connections  in 
the  Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  fields 
and  will  be  one  of  the  prominent  factors  in  this 
market,  owing  to  the  personnel  of  its  organiza- 


A.  B.  Willson. 


tion  and  its  ability  to  take  care  of  all  kinds  of 
trade. 

A.  B.  Willson,  the  president,  has  been  an  active 
and  successful  operator  for  the  past  ten  years. 
His  first  connection  with  the  trade  began  at 
Belle  Vernon,  Pa.,  his  native  state,  where  he 
organized  the  Willson  Coal  Co.,  of  which  con¬ 
cern  he  is  still  treasurer.  The  manner  in  which 
this  company  was  developed  under  Mr.  Will¬ 
son’s  efficient  management  warranted  him  in  e.\- 
tending  his  field  of  action,  and  in  March  of 
the  present  year  he  formed  a  new  company  which 
took  over  the  holdings  of  the  Antler  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  in  the  Pocahontas  territory  of  West 
Virginia. 

This  enterprise  safely  launched,  Mr.  Willson, 
realizing  the  advantages  of  Columbus  as  a  base 
for  coal  operations,  located  here,  and  at  once 
prosecuted  his  plans  for  organizing  the  Capitol 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  which  he  was  made  presi¬ 
dent  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Willson  has  become  a 


resident  of  Columbus,  and  without  letting  go 
of  his  interests  elsewhere,  will  give  practically 
his  entire  attention  to  the  new  company. 

C.  S.  Binns,  the  vice-president,  is  also  a  prac¬ 
tical  coal  man  of  long  experience  in  the  Hocking 
Valley  field,  dating  from  1887,  when  he  entered 
the  office  of  the  Ohio  &  Western  Coal  &  Iron 
Co..  Columbus,  in  the  capacity  of  stenographer. 
In  1891  his  services  were  claimed  by  the  Colum¬ 
bus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  where  he  worked 
his  way  up  through  various  positions,  his  ex¬ 
ceptional  abilities  winning  him  the  important  place 
of  manager  of  sales,  in  1904,  which  office  he  has 
just  resigned  to  become  a  member  of  the  Capi¬ 
tol  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

i\lr.  Binns  enjo>s  the  distinction  of  having 
served  through  five  administrations  in  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  He  is  one 
of  the  best  known  and  mo.st  popular  of  tbe 
younger  coal  men  of  Columbus,  and  brings  with 


C.  S.  Binns. 


him  to  the  new  company  a  large  element  of 
strength. 

Messrs.  Willson  and  Binns,  together  with  F.  A. 
Prendergast,  J.  A.  Henchey  and  W.  H.  Henchey, 
form  the  board  of  directors.  The  company  has 
modern  quarters  in  the  Columbus  Savings  & 
Trust  building,  Columbus,  Ohio. 


Pennsylvania  Pjy.  Reduces  Holdings. 


From  the  offices  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
in  Philadelphia  announcement  has  been  made 
of  the  sale  by  that  corporation  of .  four  hundred 
thousand  share.s  of  its  holdings  in  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railway  stock,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  shares  of  Norfolk  &  Western  stock,  the 
purchaser  being  the  banking  house  of  Kuhn, 
Loeb  &  Co.,  of  New  York.  By  this  sale  the 
Pennsylvania’s  holdings  in  each  of  the  other 
companies  is  reduced  to  about  twenty  per  cent 
of  the  total  stock  of  each. 

The  resignations  of  Messrs.  J.  B.  Thayer  and 
W.  H.  Barnes,  of  the  Pennsylvania  directorate, 
from  the  Norfolk  &  Western  were  announced 
several  weeks  ago,  and  it  is  likely  that  there 
will  now  be  retirements  of  Pennsylvania  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  board. 

The  Pennsylvania’s  holdings  in  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  amounted  on  December  thirty-first,  1905, 
to  a  par  value  of  $21,480,000  preferred  and  $30,- 
293,300  common;  in  the  Norfolk  &  Western  to 
$20,330,000  common  and  $5,500,000  adjustment 
preferred.  This  represented  approximately  forty 
per  cent  of  the  stock  in  each  company.  Through 
these  holdings  the  Pennsylvania  exercised  an  in¬ 


fluence  which  was  generally  regarded  as  prac¬ 
tically  a  control. 

During  the  past  few  months  there  has  been 
considerable  criticism  of  these  holdings.  The 
interstate  commerce  commission,  by  virtue  of  a 
resolution  introduced  by  Senator  fl'illman,  has 
been  investigating  the  relationship  of  these  vari¬ 
ous  railroads,  and  it  was  predicted  some  time 
ago  that  the  Pennsylvania  would  retire  from  its 
position  with  these  companies. 

The  official  statement  announcing  this  impor¬ 
tant  step  is  as  follows : 

"The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  announces  that 
it  has  sold  a  part  of  its  holdings  of  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  and  Norfolk  &  Western  shares.  These 
stocks  were  purchased  some  six  years  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  such  relations  with  the 
managements  of  those  properties  as  would  in¬ 
cline  them  to  join  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co. 
in  an  effort  to  do  away  with  secret  rebates  and 
preferences,  all  of  which  was  set  forth  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  directors  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  Co,  to  the  shareholders  in  March, 
1900. 

The  desired  result  having  been  fully  realized. 


and  the  management  entertaining  no  fears  that 
the  railroads  of  the  country  will  ever  fall  back 
into  the  old  practices,  the  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  had  thought  it  wise  to  reduce  its  owner¬ 
ship  in  these  companies,  which  has  been  done 
by  selling  approximately  one-half  of  its  hold¬ 
ings  in  each  to  Messrs.  Kuhn,  Loeb  &  Co. 

Bows  to  Public  Opinion. 

“On  account  of  the  allegation,  repeatedly  made, 
that  the  company  was  seeking  to  control  the 
tidewater  bituminous  coal  traffic,  the  directors 
have  taken  this  action  in  deference  to  the 
present  state  of  public  opinion  upon  such  mat¬ 
ters,  although  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
charge,  and  although  it  was  confidently  believed 
that  the  company  was  entirely  within  its  legal 
rights  in  purchasing  and  holding  these  stocks. 

"In  President  Cassatt’s  annual  report  of  March. 
1900,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  statement,  the 
purpose  of  the  Pennsylvania  in  acquiring  such 
a  large  interest  in  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  was  attributed  to  the 
increasing  chaos  in  the  railroad  freight  situation. 
He  said  this  was  due  to  the  apparently  uncon¬ 
trollable  conflict  between  the  railwav  companies 
and  between  rival  communities. 

"In  other  words,  rebating  and  discrimination 
were  rampant. 

"  'But,’  said  President  Cassatt  at  that  time, 
"it  is  believed  that  hy  earnest  and  united  efforts 
the  difficulties  in  the  way  may  be  met  and  over¬ 
come.  With  this  end  in  view,  and  to  establish 
closer  relations  between  the  managers  of  the 
trunk  lines,  it  has  seemed  wise  to  your  board 
to  acquire  an  interest  in  some  of  the  railways 
reaching  the  seaboard,  and  to  unite  with  the 
other  shareholders  who  control  those  properties 
in  supporting  a  conservative  policy.  'I  his  will, 
it  is  hoped,  result  in  securing  reasonable  and 
stable  rates  and  do  away  with  unjust  discrimi¬ 
nations  that  are  the  inevitable  results  of  the 
course  that  has  been  heretofore  pursued.’ 

“After  these  stocks  were  purchased  conditions 
rapidly  improved  in  the  railroads  involved,  so 
that  Baltimore  &  Ohio  soon  became  a  very 
profitable  property.  The  purchases  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  were  strenuously  defended  as  being  jus¬ 
tified  by  tbe  event,  even  though  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  criticism  of  the  stej)  at  the  time. 

“It  is  regarded  hy  the  Pennsylvania  interests 
that  the  passage  of  the  rate  bill  by  the  last  con¬ 
gress  has  forever  made  impossible  a  recurrence 
of  the  ruinous  practices  which,  in  President  Cas¬ 
satt's  judgment  made  absolutely  necessary  the 
purchase  of  large  interests  in  the  southeastern 
coal  roads.  Therefore,  it  is  felt  that  the  sale 
of  these  properties  does  not  involve  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  the  .same  issue  having  to  be  met  again. 

Terms  of  Sale  Not  Announced. 

“'I  he  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  does  not  an¬ 
nounce  the  terms  of  the  sale  to  Kuhn,  Loeb  & 
Co.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  trans¬ 
action  will  not  involve  the  railroad  company  in 
any  loss  of  revenue  from  the  dividends  on  the 
stocks  sold,  for  the  money  realized  will  be  util¬ 
ized  to  meet  the  capital  requirements  of  the  com¬ 
pany  during  the  ne.xt  two  years.  In  his  state¬ 
ment  announcing  the  French  loan  Mr.  Cassatt 
had  this  to  say  of  the  future  necessity  of  the  com¬ 
pany  as  to  capital : 

“  ‘The  company  will  not,  as  far  as  can  now  be 
foreseen,  have  to  meet  any  large  capital  require¬ 
ments  for  some  years  beyond  what  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  pay  off  the  fifty  million  dollars  of  notes 
maturing  November  first,  1907,  and  to  provide 
the  money  needed  after  the  close  of  this  year 
to  complete  the  New  York  terminals.  This  ex¬ 
penditure,  which  will  be  extended  over  the  years 
1907  and  1908,  is  estimated  at  forty  million 
dollars.’ 

"The  sale  of  these  stocks,  therefore,  is  regarded 
by  the  Pennsylvania  as  a  deference  to  public 
opinion  in  reference  to  the  ownership  of  the  coal 
roads  and  as  largely  reducing  the  company's 
necessities  for  new  capital  during  the  next  few 
years.’’ 

It  is  believed  that  within  the  next  thirty  or 
sixty  days  the  Pennsylvania  system  will  an¬ 
nounce  the  sale  of  a  further  large  block  of  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  stock  and  that  through  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio,  it  has  sold,  or  is  preparing  to  sell, 
a  considerable  part  of  its  interest  in  the  Reading 
railroad. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  Yokk,  September  0. 

The  feature  of  the  week  has  been  the  issuing 
of  the  fall  circular  prices  on  anthracite  coal, 
both  at  wholesale  and  retail,  which  became  ef¬ 
fective  September  first,  placing  it  on  the  winter 
basis.  There  will  be  no  change  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  figures  during  the  remaining  season — 
f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports:  Broken. 
$4.75;  egg,  $5.00;  stove,  $5.00;  chestnut,  $5.00; 
pea,  $:i.00;  Inickwheat  No.  1,  $2.50;  at  retail, 
Manhattan,  $0,25  and  the  Bronx  $0.50.  The  re¬ 
tail  price  will  remain  in  force  until  December 
first,  when,  following  the  custom  of  past  years, 
twenty-five  cents  will  be  added  to  cover  the 
additional  expense  in  delivery  caused  by  heavy 
carting. 

Some  Revival  in  Retail  Trade. 

With  the  return  during  the  past  week  of  a 
large  number  of  people  from  the  country  and 
seashore,  where  they  had  been  taking  a  vaca¬ 
tion  during  the  heated  term,  and  who  look  upon 
September  as  the  time  to  get  back  to  take  up 
their  various  duties,  an  incentive  has  been  given 
the  trade  to  more  closely  apply  itself  to 
business  with  a  view  of  increasing  it  as  the 
season  now  advances.  That  the  result  of  the 
resumed  interest  will  be  the  development  in 
larger  proportions  of  the  trade  that  is  general 
at  this  time,  is  anticipated,  and  in  a  measure 
is  indicated  by  the  increased  business  transacted 
during  the  several  months  past  over  previous 
seasons. 

The  movement  of  tonnage  from  the  mines, 
while  not  large  at  the  moment,  must  very  shortly 
feel  the  effects  of  greater  requirements  by  the 
consuming  interests  that  have  returned,  and  is 
expected  to  show  a  steady  improvement  from 
now  on. 

Anthracite  Trade  at  Tidewater  Quiet. 

The  trade  at  tidewater  is  quiet,  though  this 
is  to  be  expected  when  it  is  considered  that  all 
buyers  who  were  in  a  position  to  take  on  any 
more  coal  at  near  the  close  of  last  month,  placed 
onlers  in  such  an  amount  as  to  fill  up  their 
storage  capacity.  Until  some  of  these  stocks  are 
distributed  to  the  consuming  interests  there  will 
be  no  incentive  to  make  further  purchases. 
These  may  not  be  of  a  character  to  make  it 
sufficiently  effective  before  several  more  weeks. 
It  is  understood  that  in  order  to  meet  this  tem¬ 
porary  lull  in  the  demand  the  producing  com¬ 
panies  are  regulating  their  shipments  from  the 
mines  accordingly,  and  in  some  instances  were 
closed  down  before  the  end  of  the  week  preced¬ 
ing  Labor  day,  to  give  the  men  four  days’  rest. 
'I'he  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co 


closed  its  entire  operations  on  Saturday  last,  to 
remain  idle  for  a  week,  resuming  work  on  the 
tenth,  though  other  operators  do  not  apparently 
find  it  necessary  to  restrict  for  that  length  of 
time,  preferring  to  cut  down  from  week  to 
week  as  conditions  call  for  it. 

Effect  of  the  Car  Situation. 

The  car  situation  in  most  cases  is  also  an 
important  factor  in  keeping  down  the  produc¬ 
tion,  as  with  the  slower  movement  of  coal  to  the 
various  distributing  territories  the  delay  in  get¬ 
ting  cars  unloaded  for  use  at  the  mines  takes 
longer  than  usual.  The  demand  for  shipments 
to  the  west,  both  all-rail  and  by  water,  has  fallen 
off  considerably  since  full  prices  have  gone  in 
effect,  though  it  is  believed  that  the  trade  in 
those  localities  is  fairly  well  supplied.  At  least 
there  seems  to  be  a  dullness  in  connection  with 
it  that  would  warrant  the  belief. 

Steam  sizes  of  certain  grades  are  in  good 
demand,  with  the  supply  of  them  limited  by  the 
smaller  production,  causing  a  shortage  of  these 
grades  for  furnishing  the  current  requirements. 
In  instances  shippers  are  obliged  to  pick  up 
from  stock  the  quantity  needed.  This,  however, 
is  not  desirable  in  the  case  of  these  coals,  which 
are  the  most  popular  with  consumers,  and  are 
sure  to  be  in  greater  demand  later  on.  The  finer 
sizes,  such  as  barley  and  No.  3  buckwheat,  are 
in  good  supply,  with  less  demand  for  them,  owing 
to  their  not  being  strong  enough  to  produce  ail 
the  steam  requirements  under  certain  condi¬ 
tions  and  so  making  it  necessary  to  add  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  larger  steam  grades.  This  mixing 
becomes  more  essential  in  cold  weather  and 
buyers  are  in  consequence  taking  comparatively 
larger  allotments  of  the  coals  having  the  higher 
efficiency  for  steam  producing. 

Fair  Movement  of  Bituminous  Coal. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
is  showing  a  fair  movement  of  tonnage  on  the 
standard  steam  grades  to  certain  localities,  while 
at  other  points  it  continues  to  drag  and  is  gener¬ 
ally  listless.  This  status  at  the  latter  points  is 
evidently  still  due  to  the  large  quantity  of  coal 
put  in  stock  before  the  present  season  opened,  yet 
the  time  for  its  depletion  is  now  at  hand  and 
indications  of  it  must  come  very  shortly.  There 
is  also  a  disposition  to  delay  on  the  part  of  the 
consumers  who  did  not  contract  for  their  supply 
of  coal  during  the  current  year,  having  in  mind 
at  the  time  when  contracts  are  usual,  their  heavy 
spring  investment  in  coal  stocks,  and  preferring 
to  hold  over  until  they  became  exhausted.  Al¬ 
though  they  see  the  need  of  laying  in  stock  now, 
these  people  are  still  inclined  to  hold  back  on 


their  ordering  because  of  the  advanced  prices, 
liased  on  the  increased  cost  of  labor  at  the  mines, 
taking  the  view  that  lower  figures  may  yet  be 
obtained,  but  in  this  respect  they  are  likely  to 
be  disappointed  unless  they  are  willing  to  buy 
the  poorer  grades. 

Some  new  business,  however,  is  coming  into 
the  hands  of  shippers,  which  is  mostly  favoring 
the  higher  grades  in  completing  contracts,  as 
many  consumers  have  still  in  mind  the  unsatis¬ 
factory  results  they  obtained  with  the  poorer 
coals  during  the  four  months’  strike.  Producers 
of  the  higher  class  seem  to  have  enough  trade 
assured  to  keep  them  busy  for  the  balance  of 
the  season.  Indeed  there  is  some  restriction 
upon  current  shipment  because  of  the  shortage 
in  the  available  supply  of  cars,  which  is  seri¬ 
ously  hampering  some  mining  regions  in  not 
permitting  of  forwarding  the  amount  of  tonnage 
that  is  in  demand. 

Market  Least  Active  at  New  York. 

1  he  least  active  market  is  apparently  at  New 
York,  this  trade  showing  less  improvement  than 
probably  any  of  the  other  localities.  The  excess 
of  tonnage  lately  sent  here  has  had  a  tendency 
to  demoralize  things  generallj-,  with  many  ship¬ 
pers  laboring  under  embargoes  because  of  the 
delay  in  moving  the  coal  from  the  loading  piers, 
which  also  has  its  effect  upon  prices,  often 
necessitating  a  reduction  to  suit  a  prospective 
buyer,  where  there  can  be  little  if  any  profit  in 
the  transaction  and  when  loaded  in  boats  the 
cost  in  cases  of  delay  frequently  exceeds  the 
value  of  the  cargo. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  no  material  im¬ 
provement  in  the  demand,  though  the  outlook 
is  for  better  things  and  it  would  not  be  surpris¬ 
ing  to  see  quite  a  revival  a  little  later  on.  It 
is  rather  expected  of  this  market  that  when  they 
realize  the  shortage  of  cars  and  possibly  higher 
ocean  freights  orders  will  come  in  with  a  rush, 
naturally  delaying  those  who  have  waited  longest. 

There  is  slightly  more  business  to  be  had  at 
the  sound  ports,  and  shippers  are  giving  more 
attention  than  in  months  past.  The  all-rail  trade 
is  comparatively  the  most  active  and  is  taking  a 
considerable  amount  of  coal.  Prices  on  this  busi¬ 
ness  is  well  maintained. 

Vessel  Market  Is  Strong. 

The  vessel  market  is  strong,  with  bottoms  of 
all  kinds  scarce,  and  unfavorable  weather  would 
accentuate  the  situation.  We  quote  current  rates 
of  freight  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston  and  Port¬ 
land,  65@70c;  Salem,  70@80c;  Lynn,  80c;  New- 
buryport,  85c;  Bath,  75c;  Bangor,  80@85c; 
Portsmouth,  70@75c;  Saco,  90c  and  towage; 
Gardiner,  85@90c  and  towage;  sound,  55c. 


Market  ^lews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  September  Cx— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Anthracite  sales  agents,  confident 
of  an  increase  in  business  as  the  cool 
weather  of  early  fall  begins  to  make  its  presence 
known,  are  getting  matters  in  shape  to  success¬ 
fully  handle  all  the  trade  that  comes  their  way. 
There  is  really  only  one  serious  drawback  in 
sight  at  present — the  almost  certain  shortage  of 
rolling  stock  likely  to  be  available  in  bringing 
coal  from  the  mines.  There  has  been  no  dimi¬ 
nution  in  the  producing  activity  of  the  mines, 
for  the  demand  has  kept  up  fairly  well,  the 
eastern  market  furnishing  a  ready  outlet  for  the 
output  which  could  not  be  taken  care  of  by  the 
lake  and  western  rail  trade. 


So  far  as  lake  shipments  are  concerned,  Au¬ 
gust  made  a  great  record,  the  total  being  far  in 
excess  of  any  preceding  month  of  the  present 
year,  and  nearly  a  hundred  thousand  tons  heavier 
than  during  August  of  1905.  As  follows  was 
the  total,  together  with  the  forwarding  of  each 
month  for  the  season  to  date :  April,  322,751  tons ; 
May,  51,775;  June,  256,556;  July,  320,026;  August, 
471,627.  Total  for  season,  1,422,735.  In  August, 
1905,  the  total  of  lake  forwarding  was  382,000 
tons  and  the  total  for  the  season  to  September 
first  1,623,945  tons.  These  figures  show  that  the 
season  of  1905  was  201,210  tons  better  to  the 
first  of  the  present  month  than  this  year.  Pres¬ 
ent  outlook  points  to  the  probable  equaling  of 


last  season’s  record  before  the  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion. 

I'or  the  past  seven  days  there  has  been  a 
slight  falling  off  in  shipments  by  water,  but 
there  has  been  no  apparent  cause  beyond  the 
natural  scarcity  of  tonnage,  owing  to  the  hea\'y 
clearances  of  coal-laden  vessels  in  the  last  week 
of  August,  and  the  delay  in  unloading  as  result 
of  Labor  day.  Total  shipment  for  the  week  was 
72,230  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 

Destination.  Tons.  Destination.  Tons. 

Gladstone  .  500  Duluth  .  7,800 

Green  Bay  .  1.650  Superior  .  S.200 

Chicago  .  19,800  Milwaukee  .  17,100 

Milwaukee  .  2,000  Sault  Ste.  Marie. .  3,100 

Toledo  .  850  Sheboygan  .  3,400 

Fort  William  .  6,900  Racine  .  930 
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Falling  off  in  forwarding  from  the  mines 
during  the  past  few  days  may  be  in  a  measure 
attributed  to  the  double  holiday,  Labor  day  fall¬ 
ing  on  a  Monday.  Of  course  the  effect  con¬ 
tinues  for  the  balance  of  the  week  to  an  extent. 
There  has  not,  however,  been  any  appreciable 
delay  to  coal  carriers  on  the  lakes,  as  the  boats 
held  up  at  docks  by  the  holiday  season  have  been 
for  the  most  part  vessels  which  only  carry  ore. 

Reports  from  the  Allegheny  valley  indicate  that 
the  general  condition  is  much  improved  during 
the  past  week.  During  August,  especially  for  the 
latter  part  of  the  month,  there  was  quite  a  fall¬ 
ing  off  in  the  demand  foK  this  grade  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal.  So  extensive  was  the  reduction  that 
it  necessitated  closing  some  of  the  mines  and  the 
shortening  of  hours  at  the  balance.  For  the 
past  week,  however,  orders  have  been  coming  in 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  and  the  outlook  for  a 
good  fall  trade  is  very  promising.  Prices  of  bitu¬ 
minous  remain  fair  under  existing  conditions. 
One  dollar  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  mine-run  is 
the  ruling  tariff. 

There  was  quite  an  amount  of  coal  in  Buffalo 
on  August  twenty-eighth,  when  the  new  freight 
tariff  regulations  went  into  effect.  This  neces¬ 
sitated  selling  of  much  of  this  coal  at  a  sacrifice, 
in  order  to  release  the  cars  and  enable  the  holder 
of  the  coal  to  escape  demurrage  charges.  This 
of  course  had  some  effect  in  lowering  the  local 
price. 

There  is,  however,  a  strong  demand  for  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  in  gondola  cars,  in  fact  the  demand 
far  exceeds  the  supply,  and  dealers  are  finding 
no  difficulty  in  getting  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  for 
this  grade.  Hopper  coal  is  being  sold  at  about 
ten  cents  per  ton  less  than  the  price  demanded 
for  coal  in  gondola  or  flat  bottom  cars.  Local 
dealers  say  the  question  of  gondola  cars  is 
going  to  be  a  serious  problem  in  the  near  future, 
as  some  roads  have  either  abandoned  gondolas 
entirely  or  are  placing  so  small  a  portion  of  their 
equipment  in  this  grade  of  cars  that  the_  de¬ 
mand  of  the  times  makes  it  a  hard  proposition 
for  most  of  the  dealers  to  handle  in  the  specified 
time  the  amount  of  coal  consigned  and  be  free 
from  the  car  service  tax.  Requirements  of  the 
trade  call  for  gondola  cars,  for  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  dealers  are  unable  to  handle  or 
unload  the  big  steel  hoppers,  which  carry  fifty 
tons  or  more.  The  trouble  and  expense  of  un¬ 
loading  such  a  car  is  too  great.  Unless  the  rail¬ 
roads  take  some  action  in  providing  cars  for  the 
trade  requirements  it  is  bound  to  throw  con¬ 
siderable  tonnage  to  private  lines  with  private 
equipment,  or  to  those  roads  which  can  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  smaller  trade. 

W.  P.  Bonney,  sales  agent  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Erie  Coal  Co.,  was  a  visitor  in  this  city  yester¬ 
day. 


Boston,  Mass.,  September  6. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  coal  in 
this  market  since  the  first  of  the  month  has  been 
exceedingly  quiet  and  is  merely  incidental  to  the 
season,  with  no  great  prospect  for  an  early  im¬ 
provement  in  sight.  Even  with  the  vacation  sea¬ 
son  over  in  another  week  or  two,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  there  will  be  enough  interest  manifested 
in  the  question  of  coal  upon  the  householders 
return  to  benefit  the  trade  as  materially  as  is  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  selling  interests.  With  every  as¬ 
surance  that  the  conditions  surrounding  this  in¬ 
dustry  are  favorable  to  a  constant  supply  at 
staple  prices  over  a  long  period  of  time,  there 
is  little  justification  for  anticipation  of  any  de¬ 
cided  increase  in  the  demand  while  the  warm 
weather  lasts.  While  it  is  believed  that  consum¬ 
ers  are  not  as  fully  supplied  this  year  in  neces¬ 
sary  to  equal  the  custom  of  former  years,  yet 
they  seem  to  be  more  indifferent  to  their  future 
requirements. 

Some  orders  are  still  available  for  shipment  to 
the  shoal  water  ports,  with  a  demand  for  coal 
for  the  further  eastern  inland  points,  to  be  trans¬ 
ferred  at  the  discharging  ports  having  railroad 
connection  for  delivery  all-rail  to  them.  This 
outside  of  the  little  business  picked  up  here  and 
there,  is  about  all  the  trade  that  is  being  done 
by  water  transportation  and  a  number  of  the 
barges  used  in  this  service  are  being  tied  up  tem¬ 
porarily. 


Frank  S.  Love,  sales  agent  of  the  Besemer 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  was  in 
Buffalo  for  several  days  this  week. 

Clark  H.  Roberts,  of  the  firm  of  E.  L.  Hed- 
strom  Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  moved  his  family 
to  that  city,  to  take  up  his  permanent  residence. 

The  temperature  yesterday  and  today  has 
favored  the  coal  men,  being  cold  enough  so 
that  some  of  the  large  office  buildings  had  the 
steam  turned  on  for  the  comfort  of  their  tenants. 

When  the  Canadian  retail  coal  dealers  were 
taken  to  Scranton  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  on  the  occasion  of  their  annual  out¬ 
ing  last  July  among  the  invited  guests  was  Rev. 
Edward  E.  Helms,  D.  D.,  of  this  city,  the  pastor 
of  the  church  with  which  Mr.  Russell’s  chief 
clerk,  Mr.  E.  H.  Read,  is  connected.  “The 
boys”  unanimously  agreed  that  Dr.  Helms  should 
be  “the  chaplain”  of  the  association  while  on  the 
trip,  although  some  of  the  party  suggested  that 
what  the  association  needed  was  not  so  much  a 
chaplain  as  the  other  kind  of  a  fellow  who  could 
do  its  swearing  when  the  dealers  got  back  to 
business. 

“The  chaplain”  made  many  notes  of  what  he 
saw,  asked  questions  of  everybody,  got  an  as¬ 
sorted  lot  of  information,  and  last  Sunday  even¬ 
ing  at  his  church,  Plymouth  Methodist  Episcopal, 
delivered  a  very  interesting  discourse  upon  the 
subject,  “The  Gospel  of  the  Coal  Mines.”  A 
large  audience  was  present,  including  many  coal 
men,  among  whom  were  General  Northern  Sales 
Agent  D.  E.  Russell,  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western,  and  D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading.  To  the  evident 
surprise  of  most  of  the  coal  men  Dr.  Helms 
quoted  the  following  text  from  the  bible  as  a 
basis  for  his  address;  “And  there  shall  be  no 
coal  to  warm  at.”  (Query:  How  many  coal 
men  knew  it  was  in  the  good  book  or  can  tell 
where  this  is  found?)  He  pictured  the  devasta¬ 
tion,  despair  and  death  that  would  follow  the 
ushering  in  of  such  a  condition  of  affairs,  and 
called  the  attention  of  his  audience  to  the  essen¬ 
tial  fact  that  not  until  the  coal  was  used  was  it 
transformed  from  a  black  dirty  substance  to  a 
bright,  beautiful  glowing  object,  of  use  to  hu¬ 
manity  in  many  ways— furnishing  heat,  light  and 
comforts  to  myriads  of  homes  and  millions  of 
people  and  power  to  enterprises  without  num¬ 
ber,  the  world  over.  He  urged  his  hearers  to 
convert  inert  energy  into  actions  and  actions  into 
accomplishments  for  the  good  of  mankind.  The 
entire  discourse  bristled  with  many  telling  points 
drawn  from  the  experiences  of  the  trip  to  the 
mines  which  were  thoroughly  appreciated  by  the 
large  audience,  and  if  it  had  not  been  Sunday 
evening  rounds  of  applause  would  certainly  have 
been  bestowed  upon  the  speaker  of  the  evening. 


The  all-rail  requirements  in  the  New  England 
territory  is  reduced  from  what  it  has  been  in  the 
past  two  months,  evidently  holding  off,  now  that 
winter  prices  are  in  force,  until  stocks  are  de¬ 
pleted  to  an  extent  where  additional  shipments 
will  become  necessary. 

Practically  No  Change  In  Bituminous. 

There  is  as  yet  no  material  improvement  in  the 
demand  for  bituminous  coal,  though  in  some  di¬ 
rections  there  seems  to  be  an  awakening  up  to 
present  conditions,  which  is  producing  a  few 
more  orders.  The  sentiment  in  regard  to  the 
dilatory  demand  in  this  territory  is  that  consum¬ 
ers  who  have  delayed  in  securing  any  additional 
tonnage  to  replenish  old  stocks  are  getting  very 
close  to  the  bottom  of  their  coal  piles,  and  when 
the  need  arrives  there  will  be  an  acute  revival 
of  the  trade,  possibly  to  an  extent  where  the 
business  offered  will  exceed  the  present  facilities 
for  shipment.  In  figuring  on  future  deliveries  by 
water  transportation  there  must  be  taken  into 
consideration  the  fact  that  both  cars  and  labor 
to  operate  the  mines  to  their  full  capacity  are 
already  inadequate  to  meet  the  current  require¬ 
ment  of  other  more  active  localities,  while  the 
vessel  market  is  also  a  factor  in  the  increased 
cost  of  later  delivery  with  the  probability  of  craft 
being  very  scarce,  thereby  causing  delays  in  the 
movement  of  coal,  that  are  entirely  beyond  the 


control  of  the  producer.  Freight  rates  are  quoted 
from  the  lower  ports  to  Boston  at  65  to  70  cents, 
with  Baltimore  about  5  cents  higher. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadei.phia,  September  6. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  season  in  which 
maximum  prices  will  govern  all  shipments,  went 
into  effect  September  first,  and  while  the  change 
is  usually  regarded  as  the  commencement  of 
greater  activity,  there  is  little  sign  of  it  as  yet 
and  the  prospect  is  that  the  fall  demand  will  not 
set  in  for  at  least  two  or  three  weeks.  Dealers 
generally  took  in  large  amounts  of  coal  at  the 
discount  prices,  of  which  no  quantity  of  import¬ 
ance  has  been  moved  out  of  their  yards,  so  that 
orders  at  wholesale  will  remain  slack  until  actual 
consumption  reduces  these  stocks.  The  cooler 
weather  prevailing  the  past  week  should  influ¬ 
ence  more  orders  in  the  retail  trade,  and  will  be 
further  stimulated  as  the  temperature  becomes 
lower.  This  period  is  frequently  inactive,  taking 
only  such  a  quantity  of  coal  as  is  needed  to  re¬ 
plenish  the  stocks,  and  buying  really  never  be¬ 
gins  in  earnest  until  cold  weather  prevails. 

The  prices  at  retail  for  city  delivery  have  been 
made  at  $6.80  a  gross  ton,  effective  with  the 
circular  figures  at  wholesale  and  will  be  main¬ 
tained  throughout  the  winter,  unless  conditions 
develop  through  the  enforcement  of  the  new  rate 
law  to  increase  the  cost  by  handling  the  cars 
into  and  out  of  the  yards,  which  would  accord¬ 
ingly  advance  selling  prices. 

Labor  day  following  Sunday  of  this  week  was 
an  incentive  to  take  advantage  of  the  occasion 
to  restrict  the  output  at  the  mines,  in  order  to 
relieve  both  market  and  transportation  condi¬ 
tions.  Some  of  the  operations  only  closed  down 
for  two  and  three  working  days,  but  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.’s  mines  were 
closed  for  the  entire  week.  The  tonnage  shipped 
during  August  it  is  estimated  will  be  approxi¬ 
mately  5,000,000  tons,  which  about  equals  the  out¬ 
put  in  July. 

Trade  in  Bituminous  Fair. 

In  the  bituminous  coal  trade  there  is  a  fair 
amount  of  business  doing,  with  a  somewhat  in¬ 
creased  output  of  the  mines.  Most  of  the  coal 
produced  is  being  shipped  on  contracts,  as  it  is 
understood  that  the  larger  consuming  interests 
had  become  very  short  of  stocks,  at  the  close 
of  the  strike  in  the  central  Pennsylvania  field. 
These  interests  are  now  urging  for  increased 
shipments  to  accumulate  a  sufficient  quantity  for 
winter  use,  to  avoid  any  possible  shortage 
through  interruptions  of  transportation,  likely  to 
occur  by  inclement  weather. 

The  bulk  of  the  trade  being  shipped  upon  at 
present  continues  to  go  to  the  all-rail  delivery 
points,  which  are  seemingly  in  greater  need  of 
coal  than  at  tidewater,  though  the  former  trade  is 
also  more  forehanded  in  obtaining  a  good  supply 
in  advance,  owing  to  the  greater  difficulty  of  se¬ 
curing  sufficient  cars,  when  an  increased  demand 
sets  in,  whereas  the  tide  shipments  have  the  first 
call  on  the  equipment  of  the  railroad.  For  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  past  this  situation  has  been  slightly 
reversed,  on  account  of  a  delay  in  the  unloading 
of  cars  on  their  arrival,  which  has  resulted  in 
the  placing  of  embargoes  on  shippers  transgress¬ 
ing  the  rule,  who,  under  these  conditions,  are 
curtailed  in  their  supply  of  cars  while  the  coal 
is  standing  on  the  tracks. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September  first, 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to  date 
and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  September  1,  1906.  15,166  27,661  42,827 

Corresponding  week,  1905 .  10,654  2S.695  .'14.J146 

Total  for  1906  . 506,820  741. ,190  1.248,210 

Corresponding  period,  190.5.  . .  .440,958  621,386  1,062,344 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  185,866  tons. 


The  Hew  England  Coal  Trade. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


I'lie  Imperial  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  formerly  hav¬ 
ing  offices  at  A'.i  Broadway,  New  York,  have 
removed  to  the  Washington  building,  No.  1 
Broadway,  where  it  has  engaged  a  suite  on  the 
si.\th  lloor,  facing  Bowling  Green. 

S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  \’ork,  sailed 
on  the  French  line  steamship  La  Sovie,  on  Thurs¬ 
day  of  last  week  for  I’aris  and  the  continent, 
lie  expects  to  he  abroad  for  about  six  weeks. 

The  friends  of  Phillip  E.  Haag,  a  New  York 
city  coal  dealer,  will  regret  to  learn  of  the 
death  of  his  wife  a  week  ago  at  his  home,  Hil) 
Tenth  avenue.  The  funeral  services  were  held 
on  Sunday  last,  and  the  interment  took  place  on 
the  same  day. 

S.  G.  Memory,  line  sales  agent  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad.  New  York,  re¬ 
turned  the  early  part  of  the  week,  after  enjoy¬ 
ing  a  period  of  recreation  with  his  family  at 
Harvey  lake.  Pa.,  where  they  had  engaged  a 
furnished  cottage. 

Arthur  W.  Hillebrand,  of  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York,  returned  on  Tuesday  of  this  week, 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  daughter,  after 
spending  a  very  enjoyable  vacation  trip  of  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  in  Maine,  lie  is  looking  tine  and  has 
a  si)lendid  coat  of  tan. 

The  Puritan  Coal  Mining  Co.’s  New  York 
office,  formerly  located  on  the  sixth  door  at 
No.  1  Broadway,  has  been  removed  to  room 
No.  214,  on  the  ninth  floor,  this  also  being  the 
offices  of  the  Morrisdale  Coal  Co.,  indicating 
that  some  business  relations  between  these  com¬ 
panies  have  been  effected. 

Gardner  Pattison,  of  the  firm  of  Pattison  & 
Bowns,  New  York,  who  has  spent  the  month 
of  August  at  Sebago  lake,  Maine,  is  expected 
to  return  to  the  city  sometime  during  the  present 
week.  Mr.  Pattison  selected  this  state  for  his 
\acation,  as  he  takes  great  pleasure  in  fishing 
and  other  out  of  door  sports,  for  which  that 
country  is  noted. 

Lemuel  Burrows  Jr.,  manager  at  New  York 
for  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  left  last  week 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Burrows,  for  Rockland, 
Maine,  where  they  have  engaged  (juarters  at  the 
Samoset.  Mr.  Burrows  has  been  unable  to  get 
away  earlier  in  the  season  to  enjoy  a  change  of 
climate,  owing  to  his  wife  lieing  slightly  indis¬ 
posed,  but  having  recovered  they  take  this  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  vacation. 

Howard  S.  Bow.ns,  a  member  of  tbc  firm  of 
Pattison  &  Bowns,  New  York,  rented  a  cottage 
at  Shelter  island  early  in  the  season,  where  he 
and  his  family  are  spending  the  summer.  Mr. 
Bowns  attends  to  the  firm's  business  duties,  but 
usually  takes  the  week  end  and  over  Sunday  to 
enjoy  the  attractions  of  the  seashore.  He  re¬ 
cently  bought  a  piece  of  land  on  the  island, 
which  forms  a  peninsula,  and  may  later  build 
a  cottage  upon  it. 

President  George  F'.  Baer,  of  the  Reading 
Railway  Co.,  announced  on  his  return  to  busi¬ 
ness  last  week  the  appointment  of  Herbert 
.Agnew  Wallace  as  the  president’s  secretary  to 
succeed  Colonel  Reece  M.  Obertcuffer,  whose 
death  occurred  in  July  last.  'Phe  appointment 
of  William  '1'.  Warner,  of  Vice-President  Voor- 
hees’  office,  as  general  clerk  in  the  office  of 
President  Baer,  was  also  announced.  He  suc¬ 
ceeds  Mr.  Wallace, 

Sigmund  Kohn  who  has  been  operating  a  coal 
yard  at  Sixty-second  street  and  First  avenue. 
New  York,  has  decided  to  give  up  the  yard  as 
being  unprofitable  in  competition  with  the  water 
front  yards  having  modern  facilities.  This  is 
one  of  the  old-time  yards  established  many  years 
ago  by  Mr.  Kohn’s  father,  and  on  his  death  re¬ 
cently  the  business  was  left  to  his  son.  He  con¬ 
templates  to  remain  in  the  coal  business  and 
may  arrange  for  the  delivery  of  his  trade  with 
Burns  Bros. 

An  announcement  was  issued  from  Scranton 
on  August  twenty-eighth  that  prosecutions  will 
be  started  shortly  against  one  hundred  or  more 
miners,  and  perhaps  five  members  of  miners’ 
e.xamining  boards,  for  using  and  issuing  illegal 


miners’  certificates.  Back  of  this  action  is  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  The  decision 
to  begin  prosecution  was  reached  at  a  meeting 
of  the  district  presidents,  and  information  will 
soon  be  laid  before  magistrates  in  that  and  ad¬ 
joining  counties. 

Olin  J.  Stephens  has  fitted  the  windows  of 
his  coal  office  at  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth 
street  and  Canal,  New  York,  with  heavy  plate 
glass,  covering  the  entire  front  of  the  building, 
making  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  offices  in 
the  trade.  Mr.  Ste|)hens  also  reports  that  the 
new  coal  |)ocket,  which  sometime  ago  slipped 
from  its  foundation  and  fell  in  the  river,  will 
be  completed  in  ab(nit  two  weeks.  It  will  have  a 
capacity  of  four  thousand  tons,  and  this  with 
the  old  pocket  i)ermits  the  carrying  of  about 
eight  thousand  tons. 

R.  Emmet  Digney,  of  White  I’lains,  N.  Y., 
was  last  week  appointed  receiver  for  the  partner¬ 
ship  properly  of  William  H.  Daggett  and  Clar¬ 
ence  11.  Hale,  who  carried  on  business  under 
the  name  of  the  White  Plains  Coal,  F'eed  & 
Material  Co.,  at  White  Plains,  Westchester 
county.  ,'\  suit  has  been  brought  in  the  supreme 
court  by  William  H.  Daggett  against  Clarence 
H.  Hale  for  an  accounting  and  for  a  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  the  partnership  on  account  of  disagree¬ 
ment  between  the  partners.  The  bond  of  the 
receiver  was  fixed  at  five  thousand  dollars.  'J'he 
business  was  established  in  October  last  year. 

The  firm  of  Pattison  &  Bowns,  which  was 
located  on  the  eighth  floor  of  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York,  has  exchanged  quarters  with  the  firm 
of  Wm.  Horre  &  Co.,  under  an  agreeable  ar¬ 
rangement  whereby  it  obtains  a  suite  of  three 
rooms.  This  increases  the  company’s  space, 
which  was  found  necessary  to  take  care  of  its 
growing  business.  The  office  occupied  by  the 
members  of  the  firm  has  been  newly  equipped 
W'ith  a  high  quality  of  oak  furniture,  while  the 
rugs  and  wall  decorations  effect  a  beautiful  har¬ 
mony  in  color.  Wm.  Horre  &  Co.,  desiring 
smaller  quarters,  as  only  the  wholesale  end  of 
the  business  is  handled  at  this  office,  find  a 
suite  of  two  rooms  sufficient  to  meet  its  needs. 

Jesse  L.  Eddy,  of  the  firm  of  Dickson  &  Eddy, 
New  York,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Ivddy,  their 
daughter  and  younger  son,  returned  from  abroad 
the  lirst  of  the  week  greatly  pleased  with  their 
trip  of  over  two  months.  They  spent  considerable 
time  on  the  continent,  visiting  tbc  principal  places 
of  interest  and  their  attractive  features.  On 
their  return  from  England  the  original  plan  of 
taking  passage  by  steamship  direct  to  New'  York 
was  changed  to  go  by  the  shorter  route  via 
the  north  of  Ireland  to  Quebec,  Canada,  which 
takes  but  four  days  on  the  ocean.  They  sailed 
on  the  steamship  Empress  of  Ireland  on  August 
twenty-fourth,  reaching  Quebec  on  the  thirtieth, 
remaining  there  until  Saturday,  w'hen  they  left 
by  private  car,  reaching  home  Sunday  morning. 
Mr.  Eddy  w’as  back  at  work  on  Tuesday  morn¬ 
ing  feeling  greatly  refreshed  and  ready  to  resume 
his  duties. 

President  James  Walker,  of  the  Philadelphia 
Coal  Exchange,  made  an  announcement  on 
Thursday  of  last  week,  in  reply  to  the  question 
of  the  press  as  to  what  the  price  of  anthracite 
is  to  be  for  the  fall  and  winter  trade.  He  states 
that  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  dealers  to  make  only 
one  more  advance  in  the  price  of  coal.  The  in¬ 
crease  of  ten  cents  went  into  effect  on  September 
first,  making  the  price  at  retail  $C.S0  per  gross 
ton,  which  will  be  the  maximum  figures  during 
the  winter  months  and  is  merely  an  advance  of 
five  cents  over  the  former  circular.  In  fact  the 
advance  is  not  enough  to  offset  the  increased 
costs  in  the  handling  of  coal  to  the  yards,  by 
the  new  rate  bill  becoming  effective.  The  deal¬ 
ers  contend  that  the  railroads  are  compelled  by 
the  new  law  to  cut  off  many  shifting  and  ship¬ 
ping  privileges  they  have  heretofore  enjoyed, 
which  saved  them  money  in  handling  their  coal 
to  or  from  the  coal  yards.  The  loss  of  this 
free  service  is  not  yet  known  and  they  are  not 
aware  of  what  the  new  rate  charges  will  be,  but 
if  material  it  may  necessitate  the  advance  in 
selling  prices. 

The  first  suits  for  damages  for  alleged  dis¬ 
crimination  and  .giving  of  rebates  to  favored  coal 


corporations  by  the  railroads  since  the  recent 
investigation  by  the  interstate  commerce  com¬ 
mission,  were  filed  at  Philadelphia  on  August 
thirty-first  by  nine  prominent  coal  dealers  of 
that  city.  'Phe  damages  prayed  by  them  aggre¬ 
gate,  it  is  said,  more  than  $500,000,  and  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  is  the  sole  defendant 
in  the  concerted  legal  action.  The  coal  dealers 
who  have  made  complaint  are  the  Black  Diamond 
Coal  Co.,  which  has  two  suits,  aggregating  nearly 
$100,000;  Lewis  C.  Kinsler,  W.  C.  Kirk  &  Co., 
Owen  I^-ttcr's  Sons,  M.  Jennings  &  Sons,  Wil¬ 
liam  Bryant,  S.  D.  Hall  &  Co.,  Samuel  D.  Hall 
and  H.  I'.  Bruner  &  Co.  No  statements  were 
filed  with  the  suits,  and  W.  Findlay  Brown, 
counsel  for  all  the  complainants,  declined  to  give 
any  particulars  pending  the  preparation  of  the 
bills  of  complaint.  These  will  be  filed  within 
two  weeks.  It  is  believed  among  other  dealers 
that  the  complainants  will  base  their  suits  upon 
alleged  discrimination,  the  favoring  of  certain 
retailers  by  better  shipping  facilities  and  the 
delivery  of  coal  to  competitors  much  quicker 
than  to  the  complainants. 

'Phe  Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal 
Co.,  recently  organized  under  the  laws  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  has  filed  a  certificate  of  increase  of 
authorized  capital  stock  from  ten  thousand  to 
five  million  dollars  and  will  issue  three  million 
dollars  in  bonds,  of  which  twelve  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  have  been  sold.  The  company  has 
acquired  (by  ‘J'Jti-year  lease)  the  franchises,  prop¬ 
erty  and  business  of  the  Pennsylvania  (Toal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Chest 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Webster  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  and  other  subsidiary  companies,  which  in¬ 
clude  complete  ownership  of  the  Hooverhurst  & 
Southeastern  railroad,  a  controlling  interest  in 
the  North  River  Coal  &  Wharf  Co.,  and  numer¬ 
ous  electric  light  and  water  companies.  'Pile 
coal  lands  lie  in  the  central  Pennsylvania  field, 
upon  the  lines  of  the  Pennsylvania.  New  York 
Central  and  the  Pittsburg,  Binghamton  &  East¬ 
ern  railways,  the  last  named  now  under  construc¬ 
tion.  The  proceeds  of  the  bond  issue  will  be 
used  for  working  capital,  and  the  further  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  property  .so  as  to  enable  it  to 
ship  over  the  New  York  Central  an  additional 
million  tons  annually  for  which  a  contract  is 
still  in  effect.  Phe  directors  of  the  new  company 
are  W.  A.  Lathrop  and  Rol)ert  Mitchell,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia;  James  Kerr,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.;  T.  H. 
Watkins  and  Clarence  D.  Simpson,  of  Scranton, 
Pa.;  A.  G.  Palmer,  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ;  R.  H. 
Williams  and  Samuel  'P.  Peters,  of  New  York- 
city  ;  and  Richard  C.  Store}',  of  Boston. 

A  new  tariff  schedule  has  been  issued  by  the 
New  York  Central  railroad,  effective  September 
first,  whereby  it  gives  to  its  shippers  a  more 
extended  market  for  their  coal  and  is  calculated 
to  materially  increase  the  coal  traffic  over  the 
road.  This  gives  the  operators  in  the  Beech 
Creek  and  Clearfield  regions,  which  have  been 
delimited  as  to  their  tariff  routing  in  the  past, 
a  larger  territory  for  marketing  their  coal.  The 
new  tariff  covers  (J:!.)  points,  where  heretofore 
the  railroad  company  made  through  rates  to  only 
two  hundred  points  and  permits  shipments  to  be 
made  in  connection  with  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  on  a  parity  with 
those  who  ship  all  rail  by  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  Reading 
railroads.  The  coal  traffic  will  be  routed  through 
Albany  and  be  delivered  to  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  at  all  junctions  with  the 
Boston  &  .\lbany  railroad.  Heretofore  the  New 
York  Central  routed  all  New  England  shipments 
via  Fishkill  Landing,  where  the  facilities  for 
handling  the  tonnage  were  entirely  inadequate, 
and  forced  coal  traffic  over  the  already  congested 
line  south  from  Albany  along  the  Hudson  river, 
also  over  the  east  and  west  lines  of  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad.  The 
new  arrangement  is  gratifying  to  the  shippers 
over  this  road,  who  look  upon  it  as  being  the 
initial  action  toward  further  improved  conditions, 
whereby  the  coal  tonnage  originating  upon  it 
can  be  materially  increased.  It  also  greatly 
eases  the  movement  of  traffic,  though  giving  a 
slightly  shorter  haul,  but  puts  its  shippers  in 
position  to  reach  for  markets  in  which  they 
have  been  unable  to  compete. 
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Western  Retail  Motes. 


Robinson  Brothers  are  a  new  retail  coal  con¬ 
cern  at  b'ort  Dodge,  Iowa. 

K.  S.  Peters  has  gone  into  the  coal  business 
as  a  retailer  at  Post  Falls,  Idaho. 

The  Midland  Liimher  &  Coal  Co.  has  opened 
a  new  lime  yard  at  Howard  Lake,  Minn. 

Skluzacek  &  Westernian  have  purchased  the 
business  of  the  Hyde  Coal  Co.  at  Le  Sueur 
Center,  Minn. 

Varney  &  Orendorff,  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  business  and  plant  of  the  Delev  an 
Coal  &  Ice  Co. 

H  Sehan  sold  his  wood  and  coal  business  at 
Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  to  Mr.  E.  Barheau,  who 
too  possession  about  the  first  of  September. 


John  Lamb,  the  retail  coal  dealer  of  Moor- 
iie->d  Minn.,  has  secured  the.  thousand-ton  Po- 
cMliontas  coal  contract  for  the  municipal  hght 
p’ar.t  of  that  city. 

\nnouncement  has  been  made  that  G.  B.  Cronk, 
vice  president  of  the  C.  B.  Havens  Coal  Co.,  of 
Omaha,  Neb.,  will  be  married  the  latter  part 
of  this  month  to  Mrs.  C.  L.  Patterson,  of  the 
.>•■31110  city. 

business  change  has  taken  place  in  Vin¬ 
cennes  during  the  past  week.  W.  E.  Wa^er, 
of  Cairo,  Ill.,  has  bought  out  the  Dills  Coal 
Co.  at  Vincennes,  Ind.,  and  will  take  charge  of 
the  lousiness  at  once. 

'V  T.  Foster,  a  well-known  coal  man  ,0'f 
Grand  Rapids,  ’Mich.,  committed  suicide  last 
week.  He  had  been  despondent  because  of  ill- 
health  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  intense  heat 
aggravated  this,  making  him  temporarily  insane. 

F  M.  Shores,  who  has  been  in  the  retail 
coal  business  for  the  past  ten  years  in  Water¬ 
loo,  Iowa,  has  just  completed  arrangements  to 
wholesale  coal,  having  secured  the  exclusive 
southern  Iowa  agency  for  some  of  the  largest 
Illinois  mines. 


A  disastrous  fire  which  destroyed  the  yards 
of  the  Mississippi  Valley  Lumber  Co.  at  East 
St.  Louis,  Ill.,  spread  to  adjacent  properties, 
including  the  retail  coal  yards  of  the  J.  D.  Brad-- 
ford  Coal  Co.  and  of  M.  E.  Meyers,  both  of 
which  were  wiped  out. 


H.  M.  Persons,  Wabasha,  Minn.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  interest  of  J.  C.  Archer  in  the 
Wabash  Fuel  Company  at  that  city.  ine 
papers  have  been  completed  and  the  new  ovmer 
will  take  possession  immediately.  The  ottice 
will  remain  at  the  old  stand. 

A.  N.  Decker,  who  has  been  in  the  coal  and 
wood  business  at  Austin,  Minn.,  for  the  past 
fifteen  years,  has  sold  out  to  Chas.  Gripman. 
Mr.  Decker  will  go  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  has 
entered  into  partnership  with  McHugh,  Chris¬ 
tianson  &  Co.,  who  are  in  the  grain  commis¬ 
sion  business. 


d'he  county  coal  contract  of  Scott  countv , 
Iowa,  in  which  Davenport,  Iowa,  is  situa^d, 
has  been  secured  by  the  Rock  Island  Fuel  Co., 
which  bid  $7.74  per  ton  for  anthracite  and  $2.47 
per  ton  for  bituminous  coal  delivered  to  build¬ 
ings,  and  ten  cents  per  bushel  for  ten-bushel 
lots  delivered  to  the  poor  in  Davenport. 


Incorporation  articles  have  been  filed  at 
Portland,  Ore.,  by  the  Albina  Fuel  Co., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $12,000.  The  m- 
corporators  are  Robert  T.  Platt,  George  J. 
Perkins  and  Henry  Barendrick.  The  company 
is  incorporated  to  deal  in  wood,  coal  and  on, 
to  acquire  timber  lands  and  operate  logging 
camps  and  roads. 

Negotiations  were  completed  yesterday 
whereby  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  Coal 
Co.  takes  over  the  properties  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Coal  Co.  and  Burton,  Beidler  &  Phil¬ 
lips  Co.,  two  of  the  largest  retail  coal  companies 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  deal  includes  twelve 
coal  yards  in  various  sections  of  Cleveland,  with 
all  the  buildings,  machinery,  horses  and  wagons 
and  coal  on  hand.  The  concerns  taken  over  have 
done  an  annual  business  exceeding  $2,000,000. 
John  H.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburg-Buf- 
falo  Co.,  is  also  president  of  the  Cleveland  & 
Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  and  will  be  elected  presi¬ 


dent  of  the  merged  companies  as  .soon  as  their 
reorganization  is  completed.  J.  J.  Phillips,  of 
Cleveland,  at  present  treasurer  and  manager  of 
the  Burton,  Beidler  &  Phillips  Co.,  will  be  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  merged  interests. 


Eastern  Retail  Motes. 

The  Griffin  Coal  Co.  has  fi'ed  articles  of  in¬ 
corporation  at  Keene,  N.  H.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $60,000. 

Edward  Smith  and  John  J.  Rielly,  well  known 
residents  of  this  city,  have  purchased  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Sterling  Coal  Co.,  whose  yard  is  at  0 
Davis  place,  and  they  will  conduct  the  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Rielly.  Mr. 
Smith  is  new  to  the  coal  business,  but  Mr. 
Rielly  has  been  manager  of  the  McGough  coal 
yard  in  Utica  for  a  long  time. 

R.  Emmet  Digney,  of  White  Plains,  N.  Y., 
has  been  appointed  receiver  for  the  partnership 
property  of  W^illiam  H.  Daggett  and  Clarence  H. 
Hale,  who  carried  on  business  under  the  name 
of  the  White  Plains  Coal,  Feed  and  Building 
Material  Co.,  at  White  Plains,  Westchester 
county,  in  a  suit  brought  in  the  supreme  coi^t 
by  William  H.  Daggett  against  Clarence  H. 
Hale  for  an  accounting  and  dissolution  of  the 
partnership  on  account  of  disagreements  be¬ 
tween  the  partners.  Justice  Dowling  fixed  the 
bond  of  the  receiver  at  $5,000.  The  business 
was  established  in  October  last. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Standard  Fuel  Supply  Co.,  of  Savannah, 
Ga.,  and  Charleston,  S.  C.,  is  completing  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  establishmerit  of  a  branch  at 
Tampa,  Fla. 

A  S  Cohen,  formerly  in  the  coal  business  in 
Savannah,  Ga.,  has  gone  into  bankruptcy,  owing 
$14,000.  He  has  assets  of  about  five  dollars. 
He’  asks  an  exemption  under  the  Georgia  law. 

E.  P.  Maddox,  purchasing  agent  for  the  city 
of  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  has  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  Dow  Coal  Co.,  of  McAlester,  1.  T.,  for 
$20  000  worth  of  coal  for  use  at  the  city  water¬ 
works  and  electric  light  plant.  The  contract 
price  is  $1.15  per  ton  on  board  the  cars  at  the 
mines  This  is  ten  cents  lower  than  the  contract 
price  paid  last  year  to  the  same  firm,  which  also 
held  the  contract  then. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

The  Consumers’  Anti- 1  rust  Ice  &  Coal  Co. 
has  been  incorporated  at  Guthrie,  1.  T.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $500,000. 

J.  M.  Scholl  and  associates,  in  behalf  of  the 
Scholl  Mining  Co.,  have  leased,  for  $7,020,  the 
coal  rights  under  160  acres  of  land  adjacent  to 
their  mines  in  Limestone  township,  near  Peoria, 
Ill. 

Coal  of  good  quality  has  been  discovered  on 
the  Chippewa  river  below  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  and 
prospecting  has  been  begun  to  determine  whether 
it  exists  in  quantities  sufficient  for  profitable 
mining. 

The  Marion  County  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Centralia,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000  to  conduct  a  general  coal  and  mining 
business.  The  incorporators  are  G.  L.  Pitmger, 
C.  C.  Davis  and  E.  E.  Fyke. 

William  H.  Werker,  formerly  president  of  the 
Fifth  Ohio  sub-district.  United  Mine  Workers, 
and  lately  chief  clerk  to  State  Mine  Inspector 
George  Harrison,  at  Columbus,  has  assumed  his 
new  duties  as  superintendent  of  Nos.  1  and  2 
mines  of  the  Rush  Run  Co.,  near  Warrentown, 
Ohio,  about  ten  miles  above  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

The  large  coal  operation  being  erected  in  Wolf 
Run,  Ohio,  within  one  and  one-half  miles  of 
East  Springfield,  and  four  and  one-half  miles 
of  Bergholz,  by  the  Wolf  Run  Coal  Co.,  com¬ 
posed  of  Cleveland  capitalists,  will  be  ready  for 
operation  in  about  six  weeks.  Two  shafts  16x24, 
five  hundred  feet  deep,  have  been  sunk  to  reach 
the  six-foot  vein  of  coal  of  which  the^  company 
owns  about  one  thousand  acres  lying  within  easy 


mining  distance.  Steel  tipnles  of  the  latest  im¬ 
proved  patterns,  and  the  very  best  machinery 
that  money  can  buy  have  been  built  and  installed 
to  give  the  works  a  capacity  of  fifteen  hundred 
tons  daily  output,  or  from  fifty  to  'lixty  car-, 
or  three  average  train  loads  of  coal  a  day.  The 
company  has  made  every  preparation  to  have  a 
model  plant  and  all  things  necessary  to  the 
ojieration  and  maintenance  of  it. 

The  Mackton  Coal  Co.  is  the  name  of  a  new 
business  enterprise  that  is  being  incorporated, 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  extensive  coal  de¬ 
posits  located  about  six  miles  east  of  Big  Sandy. 
Mont.  The  incorporators  of  the  project  are  R. 

W.  Mack,  Marv  E.  Mack,  R.  W.  Wilson,  W. 
Lindstrum,  J.  Jorgensen,  W.  Bailey  and  C.  L. 
Jensen.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  will 
be  $50,000. 

I'be  Central  Heat  &  Power  Co.,  of  Rockford. 
Ill.,  is  having  a  chute  erected  at  its  plant,  by 
means  of  which  the  coal  used  at  the  plant  will 
be  taken  direct  to  a  hopper  at  the  roof  of  the 
building  and  directly  over  the  front  of  the  bat¬ 
tery  of  boilers,  and  the  fuel  will  be  deposited 
in  front  of  the  consumers  as  it  is  needed.  It 
will  mean  a  great  saving  at  the  plant,  and  the 
stokers  will  not  have  near  as  much  work,  and 
possibly  the  contrivance  will  do  away  with  the 
employment  of  one  man  at  each  shift. 

One  of  the  transactions  of  the  last  week  in 
Logan  county.  Ill.,  was  the  sale  of  the  Mt. 
Pulaski  coal  mines  by  the  business  men  of  the 
place,  who  have  been  operating  it  for  a  few 
years,  to  William  Connors,  Robert  Layman  and 
James  Murphy,  of  Lincoln,  practical  mining  inen 
in  three  different  departments,  and  excellent  citi¬ 
zens.  Mr.  Connors  is  the  mine  superintendent 
of  the  Latham  Coal  Co.,  the  largest  and  best 
mine  in  Illinois,  and  was  twelve  years  with 
Charles  J.  Devlin,  the  coal  king,  who  died  a 
short  time  ago.  For  three  years  Mr.  Connors 
was  with  the  Colorado  Coal  &  Fuel  Co._.  and 
has  been  with  the  Latham_  company  in  Lincoln 
since  the  opening  of  the  mine,  and  much  of  the 
success  of  the  company  is  attributed  to  him. 
He  is  a  man  who  proves  a  good  judge  of  men 
and  seldom  has  friction  with  them  and  is  well 
liked  by  the  company  and  the  miners.  Robert 
Layman  is  a  tipple  constructor  and  timber  ex¬ 
pert  of  many  years’  experience.  He  has  been 
with  the  Chicago  &  Alton  railroad  on  the  bridge 
work  and  is  a  first-class  man  for  mine  work. 
James  Murphy  is  a  macheinist  and  engineer,  and 
has  been  working  for  the  Latharn  Coal  Co.  and 
previously  was  employed  in  Springfield.  He  is 
familiar  with  machinery  from  the  simple  to  the 
most  complex,  and  will  have  an  abundance  of 
work  to  place  the  machinery  of  the  mine  in 
working  order  and  as  a  machinist  and  engineer 
will  be  a  valuable  man  in  the  company.  « 

The  disaffection  of  the  engineers  at  the  mines 
in  Indiana  is  reaching  an  acute  stage  and  there 
seems  to  be  a  strong  probability  of  the  three 
hundred  men  revolting  from  the  united  mine 
workers.  They  are  dissatisfied  with  the  work 
of  the  state  joint  conference,  -vvhich  resulted  in 
the  signing  of  a  contract  which,  for  the  first 
time,  prescribed  the  duties  and  fixed  the  pay  of 
engineers.  They  are  blaming  President  O'Con¬ 
nor  for  calling  a  conference  and  they  contend 
that  the  organization  should  not  have  yielded 
to  the  demand  of  the  operators  for  a  conference, 
but  should  have  followed  the  advice  of  President 
Mitchell,  which,  they  are  saying  in  communica¬ 
tions  to  the  press,  was  to  wait  for  the  operators 
to  surrender  all  points.  President  O’Connor  now 
makes  public  the  fact  that  he  did  oppose  the  state 
conference,  but  after  repeated  requests  by  the 
operators  and  Mr.  Mitchell  himself  to  call  one, 
he  did  so  only  when  Mitchell  made  the  demand. 
The  engineers  seem  persistent  in  their  determi¬ 
nation  to  form  a  separate  organization,  m  the 
face  of  the  refusal  of  National  President  John 
Mitchell  to  grant  them  a  charter,  and  in  the 
face  of  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  district 
officials.  Meanwhile  the  operators  seem  to  be 
little  concerned  about  the  matter,  saying  that 
in  case  the  three  hundred  or  more  licensed 
engineers  walg  out,  they  will  be  able  to  obtain 
licensed  men  from  among  the  men  in  the  pits 
in  sufficient  number  to  operate  the  engines  In 
case  the  organization  of  the  engineers  is  made  to 
stand  the  operators,  it  has  been  predicted,  will 
ignore  them,  taking  their  stand  upon  the  state 
agreement  reached  in  June,  and  will  stand  with 
the  united  mine  workers. 
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Eastern 

Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

Articles  of  incorporation  liave  l)een 
filed  at  Punxsntawne}',  Pa,,  hy  tlie  Piinx- 
sutawney  Coal  Co.,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $7.').000. 

The  Snyder  Brick  &  Coal  Co.  has 
hccn  incorporated  at  Rockwood,  Somer¬ 
set  county,  Pa.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $:i0,000. 

The  Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  & 
h'astcrn  Coal  Co.  has  filed  notice  with 
the  state  department  of  Pennsylvania, 
certifying  that  it  has  increased  its  capi¬ 
tal  from  $10,000  to  $.7,000,000. 

C.  S.  O.  Tinstman,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
has  bought  about  six  hundred  acres  of 
coal  lands  in  the  Connellsville  basin  be¬ 
tween  the  Cheat  and  Monongahela  riv¬ 
ers  for  a  consideration  of  $94,000. 

Jasper  Augustine,  of  Connellsville,  Pa., 
has  purchased  eight  coal  lands  in  jack- 
son  township,  Greene  county.  Pa.,  mak¬ 
ing  in  all  970  acres  of  coal,  for  which 
he  paid  $90,000.  This  Land  will  be  held 
for  an  investment. 

A  syndicate  headed  hy  Morris  Wil¬ 
liams,  the  head  of  the  Penn.sylvania 
railroad  anthracite  coal  interests,  has 
purchased '  a  valuable  tract  of  coal  at 
Ashley,  near  Wilkesharre,  Pa.,  the  price 
paid  being  $70, 000. 

I'he  Pittsburg  &  Somerset  Coal  Co. 
has  been  incorporated  at  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $.30,000.  The 
incorporators  and  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  M.  C.  Briggs,  W.  C.  Magee, 
Chas.  S.  Bygate,  Pittsburg,  Frederick 
Rowe,  Myersdale,  and  C.  L.  Doyle,  Sc- 
wickley. 

The  Petroleum  Products  Co.  of  Amer¬ 
ica  has  been  incorporated  at  Baltimore, 
Md.,  to  engage  in  the  business  of  manu¬ 
facturing,  extracting  or  producing  oil, 
and  for  prospecting  for  coal  and  other 
minerals.  The  incorporators  are  of  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md.,  and  the  capital  stock  is 
$500,000. 

Isaac  R.  Brownfield,  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  has  purchased  twenty-two  acres  of 
coal  in  the  vicinity  of  Tarr  station,  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  will  build 
a  plant  of  thirty  coke  ovens  there  next 
year.  The  coal,  it  is  understood,  is  a 
block  between  three  farms  which  has 
been  held  by  outside  parties  for  several 
years.  'I'he  purchase  price  is  not  given 
out,  but  it  is  known  to  be  high. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Centralia,  Pa.,  colliery  has  shut 
down  for  an  indefinite  period,  which  is 
expected  to  last  a  couple  of  months 
at  least.  The  cause  is  that  the  breaker 
is  in  need  of  repairs. 


ovens  were  transferred  to  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Co.  Heretofore  the  brick  Coke 
Co.  was  running  the  plant.  The  change 
is  in  line  with  the  policy  of  the  United 
Slates  Steel  Corporation  to  concentrate 
its  various  departments. 

Three  hundred  mine  workers  resumed 
work  last  week  at  the  Enterprise  col¬ 
liery  of  William  L.  Connell  &  Co., 
Shamokin,  Pa.  This  operation  has  been 
shut  down  for  a  long  time  because  of 
a  mine  fire  which  burned  several  months 
before  it  was  extinguished. 

Announcement  has  been  made  at 
Scranton.  Pa.,  that  prosecutions  will  be 
started  shortly  against  one  hundred  or 
more  niiners,  anti  perhaps  five  members 
of  miners’  examining  hoards,  for  using 
and  issuing  illegal  miners’  certificates. 
Back  of  this  action  is  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America.  '1  he  decision  to 
begin  prosecutions  was  reached  at  a 
meeting  of  the  district  presidents,  and 
information  will  soon  be  laid  before  the 
magistrates. 

1  he  activity  in  coal  lands  is  growing 
and  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
through  the  H.  C.  I'rick  Coke  Co.,  has 
purchased  for  $450,000.  a  block  of  900 
acres  near  their  works  in  German  town¬ 
ship,  Connellsville  flistrict.  A  syndicate 
of  New  York  men  has  offered  $500,000 
for  the  Fanlkner-Douglas  tract  of  10,000 
acres  in  Summers  county,  near  Hinton, 
W.  Va.  The  tract  lies  along  the  New 
River.  Herman  Griffin,  of  Pittsburg, 
has  bought  200  acres  for  $120,000  from 
the  Long  estate.  'I'he  coal  is  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  and  is  of  coking  quality. 

'I'he  Wabash  railroad  is  reported  to  be 
planning  a  connection  from  its  Cumber¬ 
land  -  Lhiiontown-Waynesburg-Wheeling 
Short  Line  to  Johnstown,  Pa.,  forty 
miles,  from  its  proposed  tidewater  line. 
'I'he  new  line  will  pass  through  rich  coal 
fields,  and  will  in  all  probability  pass 
through  the  undeveloped  coal  teVritory 
north  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  It 
is  not  likely  that  the  work  will  he 
started  on  the  construction  of  this  line 
until  the  work  on  the  connecting  line 
between  the  Western  Maryland  at  Cum¬ 
berland  and  Uniontown  is  well  under 
way. 

The  Latrobe-Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  has  secured  a  valuable  addition  to 
its  properties,  having  bought  outright 
the  coal  underlying  the  farm  of  John 
R.  Welsh,  whicli  is  located  near  Alill- 
wood.  Pa.  The  sale  has  been  consum¬ 
mated  in  every  particular,  and  the  title 
to  the  property  has  passed.  The  farm 
has  an  area  of  about  150  acres  and  the 
consideration  was  $55,000,  making  the 
coal  worth  about  $,'i()()  per  acre.  A  few 
years  ago  its  value  was  deemed  to  be 
less  than  $200  an  acre.  The  coal  ad¬ 
joins  the  land  of  the  Millwood  Coal  Co., 
and  it  will  be  operated  from  the  Mill- 
wood  shaft,  making  it  unnecessary  to 
put  down  an  extra  shaft,  and  in  this 
way  the  coal  will  be  mined  at  a  small 
expenditure. 


An  important  change  was  made  at 
South  Sharon  on  September  first  where¬ 
by  the  operation  of  the  Sharon  coke 


What  is  declared  by  coal  and  lumber 
men  to  be  the  biggest  deed  ever  admit¬ 
ted  to  record  in  \Ve.=t  Virginia  has  been 


offered  in  Fayette  county.  It  covers 
over  two  hundred  pages  of  typewritten 
matter,  ami  is  the  new  revised  deed  of 
the  Beury  heirs  conveying  thirty-five 
thousand  acres  of  coal  land,  known  as 
the  Meadow  River  lands,  to  T.  W. 
Rainey.  'I'he  old  deed  was  indefinite  as 
to  metes  and  bounds  of  several  tracts, 
and  an  expert  engineer  was  put  to  work 
to  get  an  accurate  and  definite  descrip¬ 
tion  of  each  of  the  two  hundred  separate 
pieces  of  land  included  in  the  transac¬ 
tion.  .After  six  months’  work  he  so  well 
completed  his  job  that  it  was  possible 
to  make  a  deed,  although  the  sale  and 
the  price  had  been  agreed  upon  as  early 
as  last  January.  The  full  price  of  the 
land  is  not  known  definitely,  but  it  is 
believed  to  be  about  $1,280,000. 

All  mining  at  the  Maryd  colliery  at 
'I'uscarora,  Pa.,  has  been  stopped.  'I'he 
employes  have  been  given  no  assurance 
when  the  place  will  resume  and  accord¬ 
ingly  many  of  them  are  seeking  ein- 
I)loymcnt  elsewhere.  I'or  some  time 
faulty  veins  have  been  struck  and  since 
the  place  was  opened  up  some  two  or 
three  years  ago  coal  in  any  great  or 
paying  (piantities'  has  not  been  found. 
'I'he  timber  for  the  rebuilding  of  the 
breaker,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
several  months  ago,  has  all  been  cut, 
but  as  yet  work  on  the  rebuilding  has 
not  been  commenced.  Diligent  inquiry 
has  failed  to  reveal  what  the  intention 
of  the  J.  C.  Wentz  Co.  is  in  closing 
down  the  place.  It  may  simply  be  to 
cut  down  expenses  until  after  the 
breaker  is  rebuilt,  while  many  in  close 
touch  with  the  Wentz  people  believe 
that  negotiations  for  the  place  are  under 
way. 

The  emplo\’es  of  the  United  States 
Coal  Co.  at  Bradley,  Ohio,  have  again 
adjusted  their  troubles  with  the  manage¬ 
ment,  the  agreement  having  been  reached 
at  a  meeting  held  last  week.  The  trou¬ 
ble  was  based  on  the  removal  of  bottom 
coal  from  the  mine  and  over  the  ma¬ 
chine  mining  scale,  but  their  exact  na¬ 
ture  was  not  divuDed.  The  meeting  of 
the  miners  was  addressed  by  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Briggs  and  Interpreters  and  Or¬ 
ganizers  A.  Reno,'  John  Blotneck  and 
Victor  Buzzi.  The  meeting  was  very 
largely  attended  and  as  a  result  of  it 
the  condition  in  the  once  very  troubled 
Bradley  district  is  quiet  and  the  best  of 
feeling  now  exists  between  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  men.  In  fact  throughout  the 
eastern  Ohio  district  good  feeling  exists 
and  the  only  trouble  that  is  ever  experi¬ 
enced  is  the  result  of  some  minor  dis¬ 
agreement  among  the  men,  such  as  i.s 
certain  to  turn  up  where  large  bodies  of 
men  arc  employed. 

The  cases  of  Jacob  L.  Manges  and 
the  heirs  of  Nancy  Lehman,  against  the 
Berwind-White  company  that  have  been 
hanging  fire  in  the  county  court  at 
Meyersdale,  Pa.,  for  several  years,  and 
which  have  been  the  means  of  brin.ging 
the  court  of  this  county  into  a  great  deal 


of  notoriety  by  reasons  of  those  inter¬ 
ested  having  called  upon  President 
Roosevelt  and  Governor  Pennypacker 
to  see  if  they  could  not  get  them  to 
trial,  were  brought  to  a  sudden  close  a 
week  ago,  when,  after  five  days  had 
been  spent  in  taking  testimony,  counsel 
announced  that  a  settlement  had  been 
made  in  the  two  cases.  Neither  party 
will  state  the  exact  sum  paid  by  the 
coal  people,  but  it  is  said  on  good  au¬ 
thority  that  it  is  $8,000  to  both  plaintiffs 
— probably  $5,000  to  the  Lehman  estate 
and  $3, two  to  Manges.  In  both  cases 
the  plaintiffs  are  allowed  to  have  the 
timber  on  the  lands,  and  the  defendant 
company  pays  all  costs. 

The  Pittsburg,  Binghamton  &  East¬ 
ern  road,  which  at  present  is  building 
between  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  and  Can¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  is  progressing  rapidly,  and  it 
is  hoped  by  next  summer  it  will  l>e  com¬ 
pleted.  It  is  a  steam  railroad,  double- 
tracked  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles  in  length.  Back  of  it  are 
E.  H.  Gay  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  and  the 
president  is  F.  A.  Sawyer,  of  Bingham¬ 
ton.  George  A.  Ricker,  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  is  chief  engineer  of  the  line  and 
will  spend  at  least  half  of  his  time  on  the 
line  of  the  new  road,  although  he  will 
maintain  both  his  home  and  business 
as  consulting  engineer  here  in  Buffalo. 
'I'he  general  offices  of  the  company  are 
at  Canton.  No  Buffalo  men  are  inter¬ 
ested  financially  in  the  company,  the 
owners  being  mostly  New  England  men. 
'The  road  will  be  a  large  coal  carrier 
and  will  tap  the  mining  district  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  It  touches  several  important 
towns,  the  largest  being  Tonawanda, 
Pa.,  where  it  will  cross  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  river.  Contracts  have  been  let 
now  for  the  entire  construction  of  the 
road. 

Preliminary  work  has  been  started  by 
the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  Railroad  Co. 
in  connection  with  the  building  of  a  new 
line  from  Plumville,  Indiana  county. 
Pa.,  to  Sagamore,  a  distance  of  three 
miles,  where  one  of  the  largest  coal 
mines  in  that  district  will  be  opened. 
This  will  also  mean  another  stretch  of 
new  road  between  Plumville  and  South 
Bend,  while  connection  will  be  made 
with  the  Pittsburg  &  Northeastern  over 
which  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  and 
four  other  railroads  will  enter  Pittsburg. 
Bids  for  construction  of  the  new  line  to 
Sagamore  have  been  asked  and  it  is 
likely  that  the  contract  will  1  e  awarded 
within  a  short  time.  Executive  officials 
and  representatives  of  the  engineering 
department  of  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehan¬ 
na  railroad  have  just  completed  an  in¬ 
spection  of  the  new  line  from  Juneau, 
Indiana  county.  Pa.,  to  Plumville,  and 
also  looked  over  the  property  about  Sag¬ 
amore  with  a  view  of  beginning  work 
on  the  new  mining  plant,  which  will 
cost  more  than  $.3,000,000.  The  new  line 
from  Juneau,  where  the  Buffalo  &  Sus¬ 
quehanna  leaves  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
&  Pittsburg  railroad,  to  Plumville,  was 
completed  about  seven  months  ago. 
There  are  many  grades  and  cur\-es. 
which  will  be  eliminated  later. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


CoLUMiiUS,  Ohio,  Sept.  C-,.— (Special 
Conrspoiideiicc.)—Sle'dr\y  all  operators 
report  that  the  market  is  responding 
nicely  to  the  increased  prices  which  went 
into  effect  on  the  first  inst.,  there  being 
no  appreciable  falling  off  of  orders, 
while  the  heavy  volume  of  inquiries  is 
the  best  possible  evidence  of  continued 
strong  demand.  The  prediction  is  freely 
made  that  things  will  break  loose  about 
the  middle  of  September  in  the  way  of 
heavy  orders  from  dealers,  and  that 
October  first  will  see  a  still  further  ad¬ 
vance  on  domestic  lump  to  $1.75,  with 
two-dollar  coal  in  sight  a  little  later  on. 
It  has  been  years  since  the  local  coal 
operators  have  been  as  busy  at  this  sea¬ 
son  as  they  are  now.  Not  alone  is  the 
lake  trade  keeping  the  mines  working, 
but  there  has  been  a  big  increase  in 
the  domestic  trade  and,  with  the  car  short¬ 
age,  the  operators  are  behind  on  orders. 

Everybody  Is  Busy. 

,  Every  company  with  headquarters  in 
Columbus  is  busy,  and  at  the  mines  only 
the  inability  to  get  all  the  cars  needed 
to  take  care  of  orders  is  keeping  the 
miners  from  working  full  time. 

Those  who  made  the  most  vigorous 
effort  for  business  early  in  the  season 
report  that  they  can  not  catch  up  with 
the  large  response  that  has  come  froin 
the  trade  and  that  it  will  take  all  of 
the  present  month  to  clean  up  the  .Au¬ 
gust  bookings.  Even  the  most  con¬ 
servative  operators,  who  have  been  in¬ 
clined  to  await  quietly  the  course  of 
events  appear,  now  to  take  a  very  hope¬ 
ful  view  of  the  fall  and  winter  trade. 

With  the  increasing  activity  of  the 
domestic  market,  the  lake  business  con¬ 
tinues  to  claim  as  heavy  a  tonnage  as 
facilities  will  accommodate.  The  senti¬ 
ment  appears  to  be  that  too  much  coal 
can  not  be  sent  to  the  northwest,  and 
that  the  danger  is  of  a  shortage  rather 
than  an  over-supply.  Although  reports 
show  that  up  until  August  first  there 
was  an  increase  at  Duluth  and  Superior 
of  576,000  tons,  as  compared  with  the 
same  period  of  1905,  the  docks  were 
bare  at  the  opening  of  navigation  this 
year,  and  in  addition  to  this  fact  there 
is  a  natural  annual  increase  in  that 
territory  of  at  least  twelve  per  cent. 

Car  Supply  Fifty  Per  Cent  Short. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in 
the  car  situation,  the  percentage  of  short¬ 
age  ranging  about  fifty  per  cent,  with 
prospects  of  a  more  aggravated  con¬ 
dition  in  the  near  future.  The  increase 
in  new  equipment,  which  all  roads  have 
made,  is  offset  in  some  degree  by  the 
going  into  effect  of  the  recent  law  which 
provides  that  at  least  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  the  cars  on  all  freight  trains 
shall  be  p  ovided  with  air  brakes. 
Many  old  cars  which  were  capable  of 
service  in  the  coal  trade  are  not  worth 
the  expense  involved  in  meeting  the 
law,  and  are  thus  put  out  of  service. 
Hundreds  of  cars  of  this  type  have  been 
burned  up,  to  get  them  out  of  the  way. 

Dock  Service  Improved. 

Docks  receiving  Hocking  Valley  coal 
are  now  able  to  load  the  same  for  lake 
shipment  with  greater  regularity  than 
for  some  time.  The  increase  in  freight 
rates  has  attracted  a  greater  number  of 
boats  and  ore  movements  are  not  so 
free,  owing  to  the  congested  state  of  the 
ore  docks,  which  have  not  been  able  to 
take  care  of  the  immense  tonnage  which 
flowed  into  them.  It  is  the  belief  that 
the  scarcity  of  bottoms  in  the  lake  coal 
trade  will  not  be  a  serious  menace  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  navigation 
season. 

The  first  touch  of  fall  weather  has 
had  a  stimulating  effect  on  the  local 
retail  trade  and  an  advance  of  from 


twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  per  ton  over 
the  present  price  of  three  dollars  per  ton 
is  anticipated  for  about  October  first. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

E.  O.  Brandt,  of  the  Detroit  &  Pitts¬ 
burg  Coal  Co.,  Detroit,  was  in  town  on 
Wednesday. 

T.  T.  Van  Swearingen,  the  popular 
retail  coal  man,  has  returned  from  a  trip 
to  Mackinac. 

George  N.  Barrere,  of  Briggs  &  Bar- 
rere,  is  home  from  a  vacation  at  Indian 
River,  Mich. 

W.  H.  Henchey,  general  manager  of 
the  Kilbuck  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  in 
town  on  Friday  of  last  week. 

F.  G.  Hatton,  secretary  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  States  Coal  Co.,  is  spending  a  three 
weeks’  vacation  in  the  south. 

J.  P.  Cummiskey,  president  of  the 
Ohio  &  Michigan  Coal  Co.,  Detroit, 
paid  a  recent  visit  to  Columbus. 

Burt  R.  Wyeth,  president  of  the  Kan¬ 
awha  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  has  returned 
from  a  vacation  trip  to  the  lakes. 

A.  P.  De  Vinnish,  secretary  of  the 
Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  is  at  Mercy  Hos¬ 
pital,  convalescent  from  a  minor  opera¬ 
tion. 

President  John  S.  Winders  and  J.  M. 
Roan,  manager  of  mines,  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  W'cre  in  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
this  week. 

Smith  M.  Comly,  president  of  the 
National  FTiel  Co.,  is  home  from  a  trip 
to  Huronia  Beach,  Mich.,  where  his 
family  are  spending  the  heated  term. 

The  Hocking  Valley  railway  has  just 
placed  in  operation  thirty-five  miles  of 
telegraphic  block  signal  system  on  its 
southern  division,  reaching  to  the  coal 
fields. 

G.  A.  Wallace,  president  of  the  West¬ 
ern  F'uel  Co.,  and  general  manager  of 
the  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  Marion, 
Ill.,  has  been  spending  a  few  days  in 
Columbus. 

The  marriage  of  Orris  P.  Sells,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  city  department  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  to 
Miss  Helen  Brown,  of  this  city,  is  an¬ 
nounced  to  take  place  in  October. 

Columbus  operators  have  been  busy 
tills  week  giving  the  glad  hand  to  coun¬ 
try  dealers,  who  have  been  present  in 
large  numbers,  in  attendance  upon  the 
Ohio  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Ex¬ 
position. 

E.  M.  Poston,  president  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Co.,  has  received  word  that 
his  .son.  Donald  Poston,  in  company 
with  two  companions  who  left  Colum¬ 
bus  for  the  Cobalt,  (Canada)  mining 
region  last  spring,  has  struck  a  rich 
vein  of  silver. 

Local  contracts  have  been  let  as  fol¬ 
lows  ;  'Taylor,  Williams  &  Co.,  city  hall, 
run-of-mine,  $1.85;  M.  A.  Suydan  & 
Co.,  work  house,  $;f.()()  for  run-of-mine, 
and  municipal  electric  light  plant.  $1.25 
for  nut-and-slack ;  W.  J.  Hamilton  & 
Co.,  East  Side  pumping  station,  $1.61!. 

John  Mitchell,  national  president  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers,  was  given  a 
complimentary  dinner  at  the  Columbus 
Club  on  .Monday  night  by  a  company  of 
local  coal  operators  and  bankers.  'The 
affair  had  purely  a  social  significance, 
and  there  was  an  absence  of  speech- 
making. 

'The  Washington  b'uel  Co.  has  con¬ 
tracted  for  the  output  of  the  Western 
b'uel  Co.  mine  at  Marion,  III.,  having  an 
outinit  of  1.000  tons  a  day;  also  of  the 
Imperial  Coal  Co.  mine,  located  at 
Nugcntsvillc,  Ohio.  The  latter  prop¬ 


erty  has  recently  been  actiuircd  by  Wil¬ 
liam  Wallace,  of  Saltilo,  Ohio. 

'The  McLeish  mine  at  Gloucester, 
Ohio,  is  the  scene  of  a  lockout.  'The 
certain  settlement  of  miners  whicli  have 
been  employed  here  for  a  -number  of 
years  are  charged  with  being  the  most 
shiftless  in  the  Hocking  valley,  it  being 
claimed  that  the  recent  financial  troubles 
of  the  McLeish  Co.  were  largely  due  to 
this  fact.  Last  week  R.  C.  Wharton, 
vvb.o  has  been  operating  tbe  niine  as  re¬ 
ceiver,  closed  it  down,  with  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  it  would  remain  in  that 
condition  until  sold  and  ordered  the 
miners  to  vacate  their  houses  and  re¬ 
move  themselves  entirely  from  the  com¬ 
pany’s  property. 

Contractor  J.  F.  Keller,  of  .Massillon, 
Ohio,  and  a  force  of  twent’  -four  men 
started  to  work  sinking  the  shaft  for  the 
new  coal  mine  of  the  Big  Vein  Coal  Co., 
one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Salineville, 
Ohio,  on  the  Wellsville  road.  'I  he 
shaft,  which  will  be  about  220  feet  in 
depth,  will  be  down  by  the  first  of  the 
new  year.  It  will  be  double  compart¬ 
ment.  It  has  been  reported  that  an 
electric  line  would  be  erected  between 
Salineville  and  new  location  of  the  mine 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  work¬ 
men  and  for  transporting  supplies.  F'ive 
hundred  men  will  be  employed  when  the 
mine  is  in  operation. 

Word  received  from  Chicago  this 
week  to  the  effect  that  Harry  .4mes 
Van  .\uken  has  been  arrested  in  Chi¬ 
cago  on  charge  of  forgery  has  consid¬ 
erable  local  interest  from  tbe  fact  of  his 
operations  here  something  over  a  year 
ago  as  manager  of  a  concern  known  as 
the  Hocking  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  During 
his  brief  career  in  Columbus  a  number 
of  questionable  transactions  were  charged 
against  him,  among  others  that  of  pass¬ 
ing  bogus  checks  in  various  amounts 
upon  different  business  men.  Shortly 
after  taking  up  his  residence  here  Van 
Auken  interested  a  number  of  business 
men  in  the  forming  of  a  coal  company, 
of  which  he  was  made  president  and 
general  manager,  .\fter  a  short  career 
suspicion  was  aroused  by  some  of  his 
methods  and  the  treasurer  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  withdrew  from  the  bank  funds 
that  had  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
latter.  His  troubles  here  culminated  in 
his  wife  leaving  him  on  the  grounds  of 
infidelity,  it  being  also  claimed  that  he 
had  forged  the  name  of  her  father  for 
a  considerable  amount,  .^n  inquiry  into 
Van  Auken’s  former  career  revealed  the 
fact  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  shady 
:ransactions  in  various  other  cities. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  Columbus  coal 
trade  interests,  pertaining  both  to  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  and  West  Virginia  opera¬ 
tions  is  seen  in  the  increased  de¬ 
mands  made  by  coal  tenants  upon 
the  office  buildings  of  the  city. 
Within  the  past  week  two  con¬ 
cerns,  the  Middle  States  Co.  and 
the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Co.,  have  sought 
more  commodious  quarters  by  moving 
into  the  new  Capitol  Trust  building,  just 
completed,  the  former  company  occupy¬ 
ing  the  entire  sixteenth  floor,  and  the 
latter  the  whole  of  the  fifteenth.  'The 
beauty  of  the  location  is  unsurpassed 
in  Ohio.  'The  building  faces  the  State 
House,  with  its  ten  acres  of  gray  stone 
and  park-like  surroundings,  rising  high 
above  the  dome  of  tlie  Capitol  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  commanding  outlook  over  the  city 
and  suhurbs  from  every  point  of  the 
compass.  'The  new  home  of  the  Mid¬ 
dle  States  Co.  is  otherwise  noteworthy 
by  reason  of  its  luxurious  appointments. 
'The  large  private  office  of  President 
Harry  Olmsted  is  finished  in  mahogany, 
with  massive  furniture  of  the  same  ma¬ 
terial.  The  wall  and  ceiling  decorations 
are  rich  and  artistic,  much  the  same 
effect  being  carried  out  in  the  smaller 
office  of  Secretary  Hatton,  the  whole 
comprising  the  handsomest  suite  of  coal 
offices  that  it  would  seem  possible  t<)  de¬ 
sign.  'The  (piartcrs  of  the  Hamilton 
Coal  Co.,  on  the  floor  below,  are  also 
attractive  in  a  high  degree  and  are  fitted 
up  with  every  modern  device  to  meet  the 
needs  of  the  recently  enlarged  operations 
of  the  company.  'The  private  offices  of 
President  S.  A.  McManigal  and  Vice- 
President  W.  J.  Hamilton  are  especially 
worthy  of  mention  in  these  particulars. 


BURT  R.  WYETH,  Preiident 

A.  ERNEST  WASHBURN.  Gen’l  Minager 
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Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 
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Southern 

Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Atlantic  Coal  Bunker  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Martinsburg, 
Tenn.,  to  mine  coal  and  other  minerals. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$.‘),()()0. 

The  Big  Four  Coal  Co.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  buy 
and  sell  real  estate,  manufacture  coke 
and  other  mine  and  mineral  products 
and  to  do  a  general  mining  business. 
'I'he  amount  of  the  total  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  stock  is  $10,000  and  the  incorporators 
arc  R.  D.  Taylor,  M.  O.  Ellis  and  J.  H. 
Ilann. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  vein  of  coal  from  five  to  six  and 
one-half  feet  in  thickness  has  been  dis¬ 


covered  near  Elkfork,  Morgan  county, 
Ky.  The  vein  is  solid,  and  free  from 
slate.'  It  is  claimed  to  be  the  best  qual¬ 
ity  of  coal  yet  found  in  Morgan  county, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  the  Rush 
Branch  cannel  coal. 

The  coal  miners  are  on  strike  at  the 
Bell  Jcllico  mines,  five  miles  west  of 
Pincville,  Ky.  The  trouble  is  said  to 
have  originated  over  the  question  of  coal 
weights.  A  miners’  union  was  organ¬ 
ized  at  the  mines  and  the  next  morning 
a  general  strike  was  declared  operative. 
An  official  of  the  company  claims  that 
outsiders  came  in  and  induced  his  men 
to  join  the  union  against  their  will. 

At  a  called  session  of  the  Warren 
circuit  court,  held  at  Bowding  Green, 
Ky.,  Jud  e  Galloway  confirmed  the  sale 
of  the  projicrty  of  the  Green  River  Min¬ 
ing,  Manufacturinsr  &  'fransportatioii 
Co.,  consisting  of  coal  mines  on  Green 
river,  barges,  boats,  etc.  'I'he  Green 


River  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was  the  pur¬ 
chaser.  The  price  paid  was  $60,000. 
'fhe  property  since  shortly  after  the 
failure  of  P.  J.  Potter’s  Sons  Bank  has 
been  under  the  control  of  W.  U.  Grider 
as  receiver. 

A  newly  established  company,  to  mine 
and  wholesale  all  grades  of  coal,  has 
just  been  established  at  Jellico,  Tenn. 
It  is  the  Southern  Jellico  Fuel  Co.,  the 
officers  of  which  are  J.  L.  Williams, 
Iiresident  and  treasurer;  D.  W.  Jones, 
vice-president  and  general  manager;  J. 
C.  Hoskins,  secretary.  The  company 
announces  that  it  will  mine  and  whole¬ 
sale  the  best  grades  of  Jellico  and  Blue 
Gem  coal.  The  gentlemen  interested  are 
experienced  coal  men,  and  have  a  wide 
acquaintance  throughout  the  coal  trade. 
Mr.  Jones,  the  vice-president  and  general 
manager,  will  have  full  charge  of  the 
sales  department.  He  has  for  ten  years 
l.'een  manager  of  the  sales  department  of 


the  East  Tennessee  Coal  Co.  President 
J.  L.  Williams  has  been  known  as  a  coal 
producer  for  the  past  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Hoskins  is  weil  and  favorably  known 
in  the  business  circles  throughout  east 
Tennessee. 

During  a  thunderstorm,  lightning  last 
week,  struck  the  powder  magazine  of  the 
Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Com¬ 
pany,  located  on  the  highest  point  of 
Red  mountain  near  Fossil  mines  four 
and  a  half  miles  from  Bessemer.  Twu 
hundred  and  fifty  cases  of  giant  blasting 
powder  stored  in  the  magazine  exploded 
today  shaking  the  mountain  for  miles  and 
almost  completely  wrecking  the  build¬ 
ings  at  the  Fossil  mining  camp.  The 
new  barns  of  the  mines  were  destroyed 
and  the  window  panes  smashed  for 
miles,  many  in  Bessemer  being  broken. 
Two  men  were  hurt  by  flying  glass,  but 
not  seriously.  The  damage  clone  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  $2.'>,000. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre> 
donla.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extreme’ y  mod¬ 
erate  In  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  hare  no  branch  nouse  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN 


MINER  and  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

SHIPPER) 

“  RELIANCE  ”  “  LOPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Back  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  fSmithing 

“Big  Vein  Eehigh”  “Best”  Gas 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bitnminons 

Connellsville,  Eatrobe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADORESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 
149  BROADWAY, 
COR.LIBERTr  ST. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 


Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  Diamond* s  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  .  _  _ 

can’t  afford  the  slow  way  when  the  rate  for  want  ads  is  only  4  Cents  Per  Word 


BRANCH  offices: 


E.  O.  SCHERMERHORN,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 
141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  Street,  New  Haven  Conn. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


F.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 


WILLIAMS  & 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURG 


r  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 
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General  Review  of  fKe  Markets. 


While  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  at  some  points,  yet 
taking  the  country  as  a  whole  the  condition  of  the  coal  market  has 
not  improved  during  the  past  week  as  much  as  was  expected,  antici¬ 
pations  not  having  been  realized  to  the  extent  which  indications  then 
seemed  to  warrant.  The  market  has  not  fallen  back  materially,  but 
for  the  most  part  has  been  virtually  stationary  at  the  level  previously 
reached.  No  special  Jause  seems  to  be  assignable  other  than  the 
continuance  of  warm  weather  at  a  period  when  a  lower  temperature 
usually  prevails. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  on  the  seaboard  is  reported  as  being, 
if  anything,  quieter  than  at  any  previous  time  since  last  spring,  de¬ 
mand  being  very  slight  with  most  branches  of  the  trade.  Eetailers 
generally  are  well  stocked  with  the  domestic  sizes,  having  made  their 
purchases  at  the  lower  prices  offered  during  the  summer,  and  no 
further  large  demand  for  these  sizes  could  be  expected  until  pur¬ 
chases  by  consumers  have  caused  a  material  decrease  in  these  stocks. 
The  fact  that  wholesale  prices  have  now  reached  their  autumn  maxi¬ 
mum  removes  any  possible  incentive  to  the  retail  dealers  as  regards 
buying  in  advance  of  actual  needs,  especially  as  the  shortage  of  cars, 
already  such  a  large  element  in  the  coal  business  in  some  parts  of 
the  country,  has  not  become  sufficiently  great  on  the  anthracite  carry¬ 
ing  roads  to  excite  alarm  regarding  prompt  delivery  in  the  future. 

There  has  been  an  unusual  reversal  of  conditions  in  the  summer 
anthracite  trade,  the  largest  deliveries  being  made  at  times  when 
business  Is  usually  dull,  and  orders  falling  off  at  times  when  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  past  led  to  an  expectation  of  an  active  movement. 
Throughout  this  period  of  sudden  and  unexpected  fluctuations  in  the 
market  the  anthracite  operators  have  displayed  their  customary  quick¬ 
ness  in  appreciating  market  conditions,  expanding  or  contracting  the 
production  so  that  the  output  has  been  closely  adjusted  to  the  demands 
of  the  trade,  with  an  avoidance  either  of  scarcity  or  of  congestion. 

The  smaller  steam  sizes  of  anthracite  are  especially  inclined  to  be 
heavy,  with  little  demand.  This  is  true  throughout  the  east,  in  New 
England,  and  along  the  entire  Atlantic  seaboard  as  well  as  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  New  York  city.  Even  the  demand  for  all-rail 
delivery  which  has  been  one  of  the  main  stays  of  the  summer  mar¬ 
kets  has  now  fallen  off  materially,  as  was  to  be  expected  in  view 
of  these  earlier  and  heavy  shipments. 

Interior  points  in  the  eastern  states  report  a  similar  slackness 
of  the  retail  market,  the  dealers  at  Buffalo  saying  that  such  dullness 
in  September  is  almost  without  parallel  there.  On  the  other  hand, 
shipments  for  the  northwest  from  Buffalo  by  the  way  of  the  lakes 
show  a  very  decided  increase,  the  tonnage  forwarded  during  the  last 
seven  days  having  been  over  a  hundred  thousand  tons  as  against 
about  seventy-two  thousand  tons  a  week  ago.  A  somewhat  remark¬ 
able  feature  of  these  shipments  is  that  only  a  single  cargo  was  con¬ 
signed  to  Duluth  and  that  only  one  of  fifteen  hundred  tons. 

Western  anthracite  trade  is .  characterized  by  very  similar  con¬ 
ditions  to  those  prevailing  in  the  east,  the  leading  feature  being  the 
persistent  slowness  of  consumers  in  the  matter  of  ordering  their  winter 
supplies  from  the  local  retail  dealers,  with  the  dealers  so  well  stocked 
up  that  they  have  very  little  available  storage  capacity  so  that  they 
are  obliged  to  withhold  further  orders  until  stocks  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  bins  of  consumers. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Is  Lighter. 

The  slackening  up  of  bituminous  trade  on  the  Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  has  been  fully  as  marked  as  that  prevailing  in  the  anthracite 
market.  New  York  city  has  been  more  heavily  stocked  than  at  any 
time  in  many  months,  so  much  so  that  consignees  having  coal  on  the 
tracks  have  had  much  difficulty  in  disposing  of  it  with  sufficient 
rapidity  to  avoid  serious  losses  from  car  service  charges.  At  Balti¬ 
more  a  similar  condition  has  prevailed,  especially  in  the  local  business. 
These  conditions  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  affected  tidewater  ship¬ 


ments  from  Baltimore,  although  the  falling  off  in  this  resjxict  has 
not  been  so  great  proportionately. 

The  dullness  which  has  characterized  the  trade  in  the  far  east 
remains  almost  unbroken,  very  little  improvement  having  as  yet 
been  noticed.  Business  at  the  Long  Island  sound  ports  is  also  quiet, 
orders  being  of  a  very  sporadic  character.  All-rail  trade  to  New 
England  has  continued  more  heavy  than  shipments  by  water. 

Despite  the  general  dullness  characterizing  the  entire  eastern 
market,  prices  have  for  the  most  part  been  well  maintained,  as  was 
necessary,  the  prevailing  basis  being  fully  as  low  as  is  consistent  with 
even  a  small  profit  to  the  producers  and  middle  men. 

Car  Scarcity  in  East  Increasing. 

The  excess  of  supply  over  demand  in  this  market  would  have  been 
even  worse  had  not  the  question  of  car  supply  already  become  a  promi¬ 
nent  feature  in  the  business.  Most  of  the  roads  carrying  coal  from 
the  bituminous  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia  to  the  east¬ 
ward  are  overwhelmed  with  the  demand  for  cars  so  that  the  service 
rendered  by  these  lines  has  become  very  slow  and  uncertain.  As  is 
usually  the  case  at  such  times,  charges  of  discrimination  are  made 
by  those  who  find  themselves  in  the  worst  predicament,  though  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  tangible  evidence  offered  in  support  of  these 
claims. 

The  action  of  some  of  the  larger  eastern  roads  in  reducing  the 
free  time  after  which  charges  for  car  service  is  imposed  is  causing  a 
great  deal  of  hardship,  especially  among  the  Jobbers.  The  putting 
of  the  order  into  effect  caught  many  of  them  with  large  stocks  of 
coal  on  tracks,  much  of  which  they  were  forced  to  sacrifice,  selling 
it  at  a  considerable  margin  below  the  mine  price. 

In  the  Pittsburg- West  Virginia- Ohio  fields,  business  eontinues 
with  practically  undiminished  prosperity.  In  common  with  the 
rest  of  the  country  there  has  been  no  appreciable  advance  during  the 
past  week,  but  with  the  difference  that  in  this  case  there  could  not  be, 
as  the  mines  were  already  working  up  to  the  fullest  capacity  pos¬ 
sible  with  the  short  supply  of  labor  and  the  restricted  supply  of  cars. 
Prices  have  held  firm  for  all  descriptions  and  with  some  have  made 
a  slight  further  advance. 

The  great  drawback  experienced  by  all  operators  and  causing 
great  anxiety  to  consumers  short  of  supplies  for  immediate  needs 
is  the  failure  of  the  railroad  companies  to  supply  sufficient  rolling 
stock  to  meet  the  needs  of  shippers  over  their  lines.  Despite  the 
fact  that  they  must  have  realized  for  months  that  they  would  be 
utterly  unable  to  handle  the  business  which  would  be  offered  with 
proper  dispatch  they  have  made  no  commensurate  provision  in  the 
way  of  increased  equipment. 

Some  lines  have  attempted  to  make  their  peace  with  the  public  by 
announcing  the  purchase,  or  at  least  the  ordering  of  perhaps  a  couple 
of  thousand  cars,  but  that  such  a  purchase  is  scarcely  more  than 
a  drop  in  the  bucket  is  well  shown  by  the  recent  ordering  of  the  same 
number  of  private  cars  by  a  single  corporation,  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 
Estimates  from  the  Hocking  valley  field  are  to  the  effect  that  not 
over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  cars  needed  are  available  for  that  trade. 
No  single  road  is  to  be  singled  out  for  special  censure,  as  practically 
all  roads  originating  traffic  from  these  more  eastern  bituminous  coal 
fields  are  equally  backward  in  meeting  the  demands  of  the  operators. 

The  trend  of  the  market  for  western  bituminous  coals  is  con¬ 
tinuously  upward,  but  as  yet  is  very  gradual  both  as  to  tonnage  and 
as  to  prices,  particularly  for  the  Chicago  market.  In  the  territory 
outside  of  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Chicago,  business  is  im¬ 
proving  much  more  rapidly  both  as  regards  shipments  upon  contract 
to  industrial  consumers  and  as  regards  the  trade  with  retailers  cater¬ 
ing  to  domestic  consumers. 
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'J'he  continued  warm  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  had  a  decided  effect  in  retarding  recov¬ 
ery  of  the  market  from  summer  dullness  and  low¬ 
ness  of  prices,  yet  in  spite  of  the  continued  heat 
there  is  a  noticeable  improvement  in  the  trade 
conditions  prevailing  among  the  wholesale  coal 
interests  of  Chicago.  This  upward  tendency  is 
most  apparent  in  the  trade  of  outside  territory 
where  fall  activity  may  be  said  to  be  well  under 
way.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  city  that  continued  reluc¬ 
tance  on  the  part  of  consumers  is  retarding  de¬ 
velopment.  The  fact  that  very  few  mines  com- 
l)aratively  arc  now  operating  on  a  run-of-mine 
basis  has  reduced  the  supply  of  mine-run  coal  vpy 
materially.  In  some  quarters  this  restriction 
is  amounting  to  the  proportions  of  actual  scarcity, 
making  the  filling  of  orders  difficult  at  times. 
As  yet,  however,  there  has  been  no  appreciable 
effect  upon  prices.  Screenings  continue  too  plen¬ 
tiful  for  a  sustained  market,  the  demand  for  this 
size  by  no  means  keeping  pace  with  the  demand 
for  domestic  sizes  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Shortage  of  Cars  Becoming  Worse. 

Shippers  of  eastern  bituminous  coals  continue 
to  experience  great  difficulty  at  times  in  securing 
consignments  with  sufficient  promptness  and  reg¬ 
ularity  to  meet  the  current  demands  of  their  es¬ 
tablished  trade.  While  all  of  the  coal  roads  of 
the  Pittsburg,  West  Virginia  and  Ohio  mining 
regions  are  entirely  inadequate  in  their  provi¬ 
sion  of  coal  transportation,  the  roads  most  fre- 
(luently  and  persistently  complained  of  are  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  We  have  yet  to  learn, 
however,  of  a  single  one  among  the  railroads  car¬ 
rying  coal  from  these  fields,  either  to  Lake  Erie 
ports  or  to  all-rail  points,  but  what  is  rendering 
more  or  less  unsatisfactory  service  at  the  present 
time  with  strong  prospects  of  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  congestion. 

The  application  of  these  same  statements  to 
the  coal  carrying  roads  of  the  central  west  is 
constantly  increasing  in  force.  It  was  currently 
reported  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  that  prac¬ 
tically  no  mines  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  were 
limning  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the  road 
to  furnish  cars  for  loading,  and  conditions  al¬ 
most  as  bad  exist  on  other  equally  important 
tines.  Several  leading  operators  state  that  they 
are  not  averaging  much  more  than  half  of  the 
weekly  output  which  they  could  find  a  market  for, 
simply  because  of  the  scarcity  of  cars. 

New  Ruling  of  Illinois  Central. 

Operators  on  the  lines  of  the  Illinois  Central 
railway  have  for  some  time  been  complaining  of 
an  inadequate  car  supply  and  in  an  effort  to 
relieve  the  situation  to  a  certain  extent  the 
officials  of  that  system  have  this  week  served 
formal  notice  to  shippers  that  until  otherwise 
ordered  none  of  the  cars  owned  by  the  road  will 
be  permitted  to  go  off  from  its  own  lines  and  that 
shipping  orders  to  foreign  destinations  will  be 
honored  only  when  the  coal  is  loaded  in  foreign 
cars.  This  order  differs  from  similar  ones  issued 
in  the  past  in  that  it  is  more  sweeping  in  its 
character,  being  made  to  include  box  cars  as  well 
as  gondolas  and  hoppers. 

The  market  for  western  bituminous  coals  con¬ 
tinues  to  show  a  slow  but  gradual  upward  trend. 
This  is  true  both  of  tonnage  and  of  prices;  where 
prices  heretofore  have  been  firm  the  wholesalers 
are  beginning  to  get  slightly  better  rates  per  ton, 
and  where  prices  hav.e  been  weak  there  is  a 
greater  insistence  upon  the  scale  of  quotations 
which  in  the  past  has  been  nominally  in  effect, 
but  in  many  cases  has  served  merely  as  a  basis 


from  which  to  make  discounts.  Chicago,  and 
the  territory  immediately  adjacent,  is  naturally 
much  slower  in  recovering  from  the  depressed 
conditions  than  are  points  more  remote,  demur¬ 
rage  coal  having  for  such  a  long  time  been  con¬ 
stantly  obtainable  in  the  Chicago  market.  Buy¬ 
ers  who  have  profited  by  this  means  of  supply 
are  still  very  loath  to  pay  regular  prices  and 
so  far  as  their  needs  will  permit  are  inclined  to 
hold  off  in  the  hope  that  bargain  coal  will 
once  more  become  available.  This,  however,  is 
a  hope  having  very  little  likelihood  of  realiza¬ 
tion  for  either  one  of  two  good  reasons,  namely, 
the  shortage  of  cars  and  the  increasing  demand 
of  the  current  fall  trade. 

Current  Chicago  Prices  for  Springfield  Coal. 

Current  prices  in  the  Chicago  market  for 
Springfield  coal  have  ranged  about  as  follows  for 
the  past  week :  Screenings,  35@40c  f.  o.  b,  the 
mine  or  $1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine, 
‘.)0@95c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.65@1.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $1.85  f.  o  b  Chicago;  domestic  sizes, 
$1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

At  points  sufficiently  remote  from  Chicago  to 
place  buyers  outside  the  reach  of  car-service 
coal  on  Chicago  tracks,  conditions  have  not  been 
as  much  upset,  the  dullness  of  the  past  being  not 
much  worse  than  that  normal  to  the  summer  sea¬ 
son  so  that  buying  is  much  more  forward  and 
as  strong  as  could  well  be  expected  under  existing 
conditions. 

One  unusual  and  unexpected  element  is,  how¬ 
ever,  having  noticeable  effect  in  retarding  bitu¬ 
minous  trade  among  the  retailers,  especially  in  the 
smaller  towns  where  storage  capacity  is  limited. 
Bituminous  trade  is  suffering  indirectly  from  the 
unusually  prolonged  summer  apathy  which  has 
prevailed  in  the  anthracite  trade.  Storage  bins 
usually  available  by  the  middle  of  September  for 
bituminous  coal,  are  still  filled  with  anthracite, 
laid  in  early  in  the  summer  in  anticipation  of  a 
summer  trade  which  never  developed.  Retailers 
finding  their  bins  filled  up  in  this  way  are  obliged 
to  defer  the  taking  in  of  bituminous  stock  until 
such  time  as  domestic  consumers  of  anthracite  see 
fit  to  place  their  orders. 

While,  for  the  reason  just  noted,  the  country 
trade  is  not  as  strong  as  it  otherwise  would  be, 
a  good  volume  of  tonnage  is  being  absorbed  w^k- 
ly  at  prices  ranging  about  as  follows  for  Spring- 
field  coal:  Screenings,  60@70c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine, 
$1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85@1.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.25@1.30  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.00@2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  domestic 
sizes,  $1.45@1.55  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20@2.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Northern  Illinois  Coal  Market  Good. 

Operators  in  the  northern  Illinois  field  express 
themselves  as  on  the  whole  well  satisfied  with  the 
conditions  prevailing  both  as  to  demand  and  as 
to  prices.  Circular  prices  are  being  quite  well 
maintained  on  business  outside  of  Chicago  and  the 
volume  of  the  business  in  such  territory  is  suf¬ 
ficiently  large  so  that  operators  genernlly  arc  re¬ 
fusing  to  grant  any  discounts  for  city  trade,  de¬ 
claring  that  Chicago  consumers  who  desire  to 
purchase  this  product  must  pay  the  same  prices 
which  are  obtainable  elsewhere.  Standard  quota¬ 
tions  for  northern  Illinois  coals  when  shaker- 
screened  and  well  prepared  in  general  are  as 
follows :  Si.x-inch  chunks,  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  two-inch  lump,  $2.15 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  large 
egg,  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  washed  screenings  (two-inch  nut,  pea 
and  slack),  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 


Operators  in  the  Indiana  coal  field  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  reap  the  benefit  of  increased  activ¬ 
ity  of  trade  in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns  of 
the  territory  upon  which  they  depend  for  their 
business  apart  from  Chicago  and  its  environs. 
In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  countrj',  how¬ 
ever,  they  are  finding  difficulty  in  securing  a 
car  supply  sufficient  for  handling  the  full  vol¬ 
ume  of  business  which  is  available.  At  the 
same  time  this  is  not  an  unmixed  evil,  as  it 
prevents  the  possibility  of  the  various  markets 
being  flooded  and  aids  in  the  maintenance  of 
prices,  affording  a  reasonable  profit.  Standard 
Creene  and  Sullivan  counti  product  during  the 
past  week  has  sold  at  the  following  prices; 
Screenings,  65@75c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.45@ 
1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  run-of-mine,  95c^$1.05 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.75'i'i  1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  .$1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  .$1.90@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch 
egg,  $1.40@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20@2.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  so  far  as  Indiana  coal  is 
coming  to  Chicago  it  is  obliged  to  conform  to 
prices  locally  prevailing,  as  quoted  above  for 
Springfield  product,  but  the  large  proportion 
of  the  output  is  not  coming  to  the  (Chicago 
market. 

Brazil  block  coal  is  hardly  as  strong  as  it 
was  two  weeks  ago,  the  effect  of  competition, 
now  that  other  products  are  moving  more 
freely,  tending  to  depress  the  market  for  this 
grade  of  coal  which  is  at  a  disadvantage  from 
the  fact  that  it  is  mined  from  thin  veins  at 
correspondingly  higher  producing  cost.  The 
prevailing  circular  for  lower  vein  Indiana  block 
coal  is  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  .$2.95  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  in  open  cars  with  ten  cents  added  to 
these  prices  when  shipped  in  box  cars,  but  this 
product  can  be  bought  in  Chicago  at  $1.95@ 
2.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.75@2.S5  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Chicago  Market  for  Eastern  Bituminous. 

Comparative  lightness  of  demand  still  char¬ 
acterizes  the  Chicago  market  for  the  more  east¬ 
ern  bituminous  coals,  although  the  call  for 
these  descriptions  is  noticeably  stronger  thaiv 
it  has  been.  Shipments  from  the  mines  to  the 
lake  shipping  ports  is  in  better  control  because 
of  the  action  of  the  railroads  in  placing  em¬ 
bargoes  upon  those  mines  which  were  not  un¬ 
loading  cars  promptly  at  destination.  The  ad¬ 
vantage  thus  secured,  however,  is  almost  com¬ 
pletely  offset  by  the  serious  and  increasing 
scarcity  of  cars,  so  that  there  has  been  very 
little  improvement  as  to  freedom  of  movement 
all-rail  through  to  Chicago  or  other  western 
points.  From  some  mines  there  seems  to  have 
been  less  difficulty  during  the  present  week  in 
obtaining  supplies,  but  for  the  most  part  the 
situation  remains  practically  unchanged. 

Reports  on  the  standard  smokeless  coals 
vary  considerably  as  regards  relation  of  supply 
to  the  demand.  While  none  of  the  sales  agents 
are  by  any  means  overstocked,  some  state  that 
they  are  able  to  obtain  supplies  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  meet  the  demands  of  their  trade, 
while  others  continue  to  express  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  taking  care  of  their  current  business 
with  sufficient  promptness  to  satisfy  cusfbm- 
ers.  New  River  and  Pocahontas  smokeless 
coals  are  absolutely  form  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of- 
mine,  with  an  additional  ten  cents  paid  in  some 
cases  for  prompt  delivery  of  run-of-mine.  War 
Eagle  smokeless  is  quoted  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  egg  and  lump 
and  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  run-of-mine. 

In  common  with  all  West  \urginia  products. 
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splint  coals  are  greatly  retarded  in  reaching 
the  markets  by  the  scarcity  of  cars,  but  sup¬ 
plies  are  coming  to  Chicago,  and  all  other  all¬ 
rail  market  in  fair  quantities,  enabling  western 
sales  agents  to  take  care  of  their  trade  by 
careful  use  of  their  resources.  Three-quarter- 
inch  lump  is  held  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  run-of-mine,  $1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  and  Fairmont  Hard  to  Get. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  in  fair  demand  in  the 
Chicago  market,  but  in  very  poor  supply,  giv¬ 
ing  local  agents  and  jobbers  much  difficulty  in 
supplying  their  trade  with  regularity  or 
promptness.  The  demand  for  Youghiogheny 
by  the  dock  interests  is  especially  heavy,  ab¬ 
sorbing  the  bulk  of  the  product  for  which  cars 
can  be  secured.  The  vessel  supply  is  reported 
as  being  somewhat  easier,  but  it  is  still  below 
the  needs  of  the  trade.  Light  draft  vessels  for 
the  smaller  ports  are  greatly  needed  and  ten 
cents  a  ton  premium  above  current  freight 


Market  and 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  September  13. 

The  principal  point  of  interest  in  the  coal  trade 
in  Pittsburg  this  week,  outside  of  a  strong 
market,  centers  around  the  meeting  of  the  “In¬ 
ternational  Council  of  Coal  Merchants.”  De¬ 
tails  of  this  gathering  of  representative  coal  men 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  'ITie  Black 
Diamond. 

In  passing  it  is  pertinent  to  say  that  we  trust 
all  of  the  retail  coal  dealers  in  the  country  are 
like  their  representatives  to  this  meeting,  and  vve 
venture  the  opinion  that  their  equal  can  not  be 
found  among  a  general  gathering  of  any  other 
lines  of  trade  anywhere  or  at  any  time.  For 
unanimity  of  spirit,  a  clear  understanding  of 
the  salient  points  pertinent  to  their  interests, 
straightforward  statement  of  matters  in  which 
they  are  interested,  a  desire  to  promote  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  of  the  retail  coal  trade,  and  a  broad¬ 
minded  and  conservative  view  of  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  general  coal  industry,  the  dele¬ 
gates  in  attendance  at  their  annual  meeting  are 
coming  up  fully  to  the  expectations  of  their 
friends  and  the  coal  dealers  throughout  the  land. 

The  coal  producer  in  Pittsburg  today  walks 
with  a  kind  of  “swagger”  and  assumes  airs  that 
he  would  not  dare  have  taken  on  four  months 
ago.  One  hip  pocket  is  full  of  bills  receivable, 
and  the  other  one  bulges  with  unfilled  orders. 
It  is  not  an  unusual  thing  for  a  producer  to  quote 
a  price  at,  say,  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in¬ 
sist  on  asking  five  cents  a  ton  more  at  the  lunch 
hour,  and  get  his  advance  readily.  It  is  not  so 
much  a  question  of  price  in  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  today  as  it  is  a  question  of  supply. 

River  Shippers  Anxious  for  a  Rise. 

'I'he  only  apparently  dull  people  in  the  coal 
trade  here  at  present  are  the  river  shippers, 
'i'he  rain  does  not  fall,  and  consequently  the 
rivers  do  not  rise;  but  “wait,”  say  the  river  rnen. 
And  waiting  does  not  mean  that  they  are  idle. 
The  river  mines  are  all  hard  at  work_  and 
running  full,  and  will  soon  have  the  biggest 
stock  of  coal  on  hand  that  has  ever  been  accu¬ 
mulated. 

Shippers  of  both  coal  and  coke  by  rail  are 
“full  up”  with  orders,  and  are  having  a  strenu¬ 
ous  time  in  keeping  up  with  the  demands  made 
upon  them. 

Cars  continue  short,  and  it  keeps  the  coal 
shippers  on  the  jump  to  obtain  enough  of  them  to 
fill  contingent  orders.  Every  kind  of  car,  good, 
bad  or  indifferent,  if  it  will  hold  together  and 
can  be  used  at  all,  is  now  pressed  into  service 
for  shipments  of  coal  and  coke.  The  reason  for 
the  continued  car  shortage  is  given  in  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  a  prominent  railway  official,  who 
says :  “On  account  of  the  unusual  prosperity 
in  the  Pittsburg  district,  among  all  producers 
of  heavy  stuff,  such  as  coal,  iron  and  steel,  it  is 
not  strange  that  the  railroads  can  not  furnish 
enough  cars  to  transport  the  materials  offered 
for  shipment.” 


rates  is  freely  offered  for  vessels  suited  to  this 
class  of  business.  Quotations  for  Youghio¬ 
gheny  gas  coal  are:  Run-of-mine,  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  three- 
quarter-inch,  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.30 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  increased  scarcity  of  cars  on  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  Railway  is  making  Fairmont  coal 
more  difficult  of  delivery  to  the  all-rail  trade 
so  that  complaints  are  being  heard  of  inability 
to  secure  sufficient  supplies.  This  product  is 
(luoted  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  run-of-mine;  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  three-quarter-inch; 
$1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  inch-and-a-half. 

The  lake  trade  is  absorbing  most  of  the  out¬ 
put  from  the  Hocking  Valley,  all-rail  business, 
as  in  the  past,  only  receiving  the  minimum  of 
attention  necessary  for  the  proper  supply  of 
the  established  trade.  Current  prices  are: 
Lump,  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  three-quarter-inch,  $1.55  f.  o.  b.  the 


Pertinent  to  the  above  it  is  understood  that  the 
principal  roads  entering  Pittsburg,  notably  the 
Pennsylvania  and  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  have  re¬ 
cently  placed  large  orders  for  steel  coal  cars 
with  the  proviso  that  they  are  to  be  hurried 
forward  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

Labor  Supply  Still  Short. 

Labor  continues  short  in  the  district.  The 
Wabash  railroad  is  making  efforts  to  get  a  small 
army  of  men  for  work  on  their  Western  Pacific 
road.  Placards  on  their  depot  and  office  build¬ 
ing  and  want  ads  in  the  daily  press  announce  the 
fact  that  they  want  five  thousand  men,  and  that 
$2.00  a  day  is  assured  and  possibly  more  may  be 
paid.  This  call  might  at  a  different  time  cause 
a  stampede  among  the  laboring  classes,  but  the 
same  wages  are  paid  here  and  the  laborer  is 
satisfied  apparently  with  his  present  job. 

A  small  falling  oft'  is  noted  in  the  shipments 
of  coke  from  the  Connellsville  region  for  the 
week ;  the  loss  is  only  a  slight  one  and  is  not 
caused  liy  any  lack  of  orders  and  has  had  no 
effect  whatever  on  prices. 

The  long  drawn  out  strike  of  the  miners  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  still 
continues ;  some  interest  is  thrown  around  the 
case  by  the  public  statement  appearing  in  the 
daily  press  of  President  Frank  Fechan ;  this 
“defi,”  as  it  might  be  called,  is  somewhat  like 
the  last  gasp  of  a  dying  animal.  The  company  is 
mining  coal  and  adding  daily  to  its  output. 

Prices  of  coal  for  the  week  remain  with  but 
slight  advances,  but  the  market  is  much  stronger 
in  tone.  The  demand  is  heavy  and  the  supply 
can  not  keep  pace  with  it.  Operators  and  deal¬ 
ers  are  not  only  conservative  but  extremely  in¬ 
dependent  in  their  views  of  the  situation,  and 
dealings  with  their  customers. 

Run-of-mine  coal  is  strong  at  $1.25@1.40  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  lump  is  selling  at  $1.40@ 
1.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three-quarter-inch 
is  listed  at  $1.35@1.45  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine; 
and  slack  is  bringing  80@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
All  of  these  prices  are  a  slight  advance  over 
last  week ;  slack  is  again  a  prominent  figure  in 
the  market  and  is  hard  to  obtain  at  any  price. 

There  is  no  change  to  note  of  any  importance 
in  the  coke  market;  the  same  prosjierous  state 
of  affairs  continues.  Not  once  but  several  times 
during  the  week  your  correspondent  has  heard 
coke  producers  express  satisfaction  with  prices 
ruling  at  present.  An  increase  of  product  is 
what  is  wanted,  and  from  reports  at  hand  ft 
will  not  be  long  until  a  much  larger  output  will 
be  obtainable. 

Current  Coke  Quotations. 

Furnace  coke  is  quoted  at  $2.85@3.00  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens ;  foundry  grade  is  strong  at 
$3.35@3.55  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 

There  is  no  change  to  note  in  prices  of  coal 
and  coke  or  anthracite  coal  for  domestic  use, 
but  prominent  retail  dealers  say  that  orders  for 


mine  or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine-run,  $1.30 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
domestic  nut,  $1.15  f.  o.  I).  the  mine  or  $2.80 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  nut-pea-slack,  75  cents  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  coarse  slack. 
50  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

The  chief  characteristic  of  the  western  an- 
tliracite  trade  is  still  the  persistent  slowness  of 
consumers  in  the  matter  of  ordering  their  win¬ 
ter  supplies  from  their  local  retail  dealers.  As 
these  dealers  generally  are  now  well  stocked 
up,  movement  from  the  distributing  centers  is 
slow  for  the  season,  although  quite  steady  in 
volume.  This  condition  will  of  necessity  con¬ 
tinue  until  stocks  in  the  hands  of  retailers  arc 
reduced,  an  event  which  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  season  will  occur  with  sudden¬ 
ness  when  it  does  take  place.  Sales  agents 
therefore  are  looking  for  a  heavy  and  sudden 
rush  of  business  a  little  later,  which  will  tax 
their  facilities  to  the  utmost  and  even  then 
result  in  hardship  to  many  of  those  who  have 
not  exercised  sufficient  foresight. 


Field. 

future  supply  in  the  form  of  contracts  are  com¬ 
ing  in,  with  but  little  anxiety  or  eagerness  on  the 
[lart  of  the  dealer  for  accepting  them. 

The  general  air  pervading  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  among  the  coal  and  coke  people  is  one  of 
prosperity  and  contentment  and  all  persons  con¬ 
nected  with  the  industry  seem  to  be  inclined  to 
“let  well  enough  alone.” 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

W.  G.  Conkright,  manager  of  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  resigned  his  position  with 
that  company. 

Captain  Frank  Glaser,  connected  with  the  Mo- 
nongahela  River  Coal  Co.,  has  gone  to  Georgian 
bay,  where  he  will  remain  for  several  weeks. 
Mr.  Glaser  is  accompanied  by  his  family. 

W.  II.  Crump,  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  returned  to 
the  city,  having  spent  his  vacation  of  several 
weeks  in  an  automobile  trip  through  the  eastern 
states. 

George  W.  Theiss,  vice-president  of  the  Mo¬ 
nongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
is  spending  his  summer  vacation  with  his  family 
at  Mt.  Clemens.  Mr.  Theiss  will  not  return  to 
the  city  until  October. 

Thomas  J.  Hawkins,  of  Pittsburg,  has  bought 
the  Bird  property  near  Derry,  Westmoreland 
county.  Pa.,  for  a  sum  approximating  $12,000. 
There  are  130  acres  in  the  tract,  and  it  contains 
a  seven-foot  vein  of  Freeport  coal. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Good,  the  Buffalo  agent  of  the  Pitts- 
burg-Buffalo  Co.,  is  spending  most  of  his  time  at 
Pittsburg  this  summer.  Mr.  Good  is  a  busy 
man  and  a  great  hustler,  and  is  always  on  the 
spot  when  wanted.  He  is  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  men  in  the  coal  trade  in  the  city. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  entered  suit 
against  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Eric  Railroad  Co. 
to  recover  $25,000  damages,  resulting  from  an  c.x- 
plosion  and  fire  at  Port  Royal  mine  No.  2  in 
September,  1905,  which,  it  is  alleged,  was  caused 
by  employes  of  the  defendant  company  who  were 
trespassing  on  the  mine  property. 

The  machine  and  blacksmith  shops  of  the 
Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.  at  the  Penn  Station  mine, 
near  Pittsburg,  were  destroyed  by  fire  this  week. 
It  is  thought  that  the  fire  was  caused  by  an 
incendiary,  as  a  few  weeks  ago  the  fan  house  at 
the  same  mine  was  burned.  The  Penn  Gas  Coal 
Co.  mine  was  the  center  of  the  strike  troubles 
last  spring. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Co.  is  reported 
to  be  figuring  on  placing  contracts  for  five  thou¬ 
sand  new  cars,  to  be  used  principally  on  the 
Pittsburg  division.  The  greater  number  of  these 
will  be  steel  coal  cars,  and  this  addition  to  the 
rolling  stock  of  the  road  is  forced  upon  the 
company  on  account  of  the  enormous  demand 
for  cars  from  the  coal  shippers. 
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Rivcriiien  at  I’iltsljurg  are  taking  advantage  of 
the  dull  shipping  season  by  vacations.  'I'his  year 
so  far  has  been  divided  up  by  spurts  and  dashes 
with  few  weeks  intervening  for  recuperation. 
The  present  freshet  system  of  shipping  causes 
spells  of  dullness  and  then  when  there  is  water 
a  concentration  of  energies  day  and  night  results 
until  the  rise  is. passed  and  the  boats  started. 

Capt.  James  A.  TIenderson,  the  genial  and 
popular  head  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Cincinnati 
Packet  Co.,  left  the  city  this  week  for  a  trip 
through  Canada  by  way  of  the  Great  Lakes  and 
St.  Lawrence  river.  Captain  Henderson  will 
also  take  an  ocean  trip,  arriving  in  New  York 
by  September  twenty-fifth  to  attend  the  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Board  of  Steam 
Navigation. 

“Five  Thousand  Men  Wanted,”  are  the  words 
on  a  banner  hanging  at  the  Wabash  depot  at 
Pittsburg.  Inquiry  discloses  the  fact  that  the 
men  are  wanted  for  construction  work  on  the 
Western  Pacific  railroad,  the  new  Gould  line, 
and  wages  of  $2.00  per  day  are  being  offered. 
From  present  indications  the  railroad  company 
will  not  get  many  to  go  from  this  section.  Labor 
is  scarce  here  now,  and  every  man  that  can 
handle  a  pick  and  shovel  is  already  employed. 

When  the  special  committee  appointed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  to  investigaite  the 
charges  of  graft  makes  its  report  next  month 
it  is  reported  that  a  large  number  of  minor 
officials  and  employes  will  resign  their  positions 
rather  than  dispose  of  their  stock  in  the  various 
coal  companies  along  the  system.  It  is  said  that 
the  incomes  received  by  many  of  the  employes 
of  the  railroad  from  various  coal  companies  is, 
in  many  cases,  far  more  than  the  salaries  that 
they  receive. 

We  quote  from  a  circular  announcement  re¬ 
cently  sent  out  by  the  Monarch  Coke  &  Coal 
Co.,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.:  “We  beg  to  announce 
that  we  have  opened  a  sales  office  on  the  twelfth 
Hoor  of  the  Frick  Annex,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  Kindly 
address  all  communications  concerning  sales, 
contracts,  etc.,  to  this  office.  Our  shipping  and 
accounting  office  will  be  continued  at  the  same 
address  in  Uniontown,  Pa.” 

Col.  J.  M.  Schoonmaker,  vice-president  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  railroad,  has  issued 
a  statement  concerning  a  report  \vhich  has  been 
circulated  among  coal  and  coke  shippers  that  car 
distribution  has  been  taken  out  of  the  hands 


of  the  local  officers  and  is  being  managed  by 
New  York  Central  officers  in  Chicago  and  New 
York.  “That  report  is  a  mistake,”  said  Mr. 
Schoonmaker.  “Car  distribution  at  Pittsburg  is 
in  the  hands  of  local  officials,  as  it  has  been  for 
years,  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  railroad  is 
trying  to  maintain,  and,  we  believe,  with  success, 
the  excellent  service  it  has  always  given  shippers 
in  regard  to  prompt  compliance  with  orders  for 
cars.” 

President  Frank  Feehan,  of  District  No.  5, 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  comes  out 
in  the  daily  papers  at  Pittsburg  with  a  state¬ 
ment  relative  to  the  trouble  between  the  miners’ 
union  and  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  After 
quoting  the  injunctions  ordered  by  the  courts, 
restraining  the  officers  or  men  from  interfering 
with  the  glass  company  in  the  operation  of  their 
mine,  he  closes  his  statement  as  follows :  “Not¬ 
withstanding  this  the  miners  are  still  firm  at 
both  of  the  mines  of  the  said  company  and  still 
refuse  to  work  until  a  settlement  has  been  ef¬ 
fected.”  The  mines  of  the  company  are  both 
being  operated,  and  it  looks  as  if  the  men  for¬ 
merly  employed  by  them  will  have  to  seek  em¬ 
ployment  elsewhere. 

Attention  is  called  to  an  announcement  in  the 
advertising  columns  of  The  Black  Diamond 
of  a  change  that  has  been  made  by  the  Old 
Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  whereby 
their  entire  product  will  be  handled  by  the 
Moreland  Coke  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  In  acquiring 
the  control  of  the  output  of  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  the  Moreland  Coke  Co.  will 
take  rank  among  the  foremost  producers  of  coal 
and  coke  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  At  present  the 
Moreland  Co.  controls  the  product  of  five  mines, 
having  a  daily  output  of  about  four  thousand  tons 
of  coal.  Their  coke  ovens  are  producing  daily 
about  750  tons  of  coke.  In  the  near  future  an 
additional  mine  will  be  opened  up  bv  the  com¬ 
pany,  which  will  add  largely  to  the  present 
capacity. 

After  an  almost  continuous  increase  in  busi¬ 
ness  during  the  summer,  a  small  reduction  is 
noted  in  the  coke  trade  for  last  week.  In  all 
probability  this  will  be  more  than  made  up 
within  the  next  two  weeks.  Contracts  for  coke 
for  1907  are  being  considered  on  a  basis  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  former  contracts.  The  outlook  for  the 
remaining  fall  months  is  for  a  large  and  doubt¬ 
less  much  heavier  output  than  has  ever  been 
known  for  a  similar  period.  In  the  Connells- 
ville  region  the  production  for  last  week 


amounted  to  278,807  tons,  and  the  shipments 
aggregated  12,080  cars.  Estimated  on  reports 
from  shipping  points  the  shipments  amounted 
to  277,840  tons,  a  decrease  of  1,449  tons  from 
the  previous  week.  To  the  above  should  be 
added  the  output  of  the  lower  Connellsville 
region,  which  makes  the  total  output  for  last 
week  16,039  cars,  or  384,283  tons. 

A  scarcity  of  cars  has  been  annoying  the 
large  concerns  in  the  Pittsburg  district  for  some 
time.  Last  week  it  grew  very  bad  and  delayed 
business  to  a  great  extent,  but  this  week  there  is 
a  better  supply  on  hand  and  the  manufacturers 
and  coal  operators  report  that  they  are  getting 
their  orders  started  on  the  road  in  better  shape 
than  they  have  been  able  to  do  for  some  weeks. 
Vice-President  Woodford,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  states  that  the  railroads  have  not 
been  able  to  give  any  other  reason  for  the  present 
shortage  of  cars  than  the  enormous  tonnage 
that  is  being  shipped  over  their  lines  on  account 
of  the  general  prosperity  existing  in  this  vicinity. 
It  is  said  that  the  shortage  of  cars  is  worse  at 
the  present  time  on  the  Pennsylvania  lines  than 
on  either  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  or  Lake  Erie 
railroads.  Orders  have  been  placed  recently  by 
a  number  of  roads  for  more  cars  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  congested  condition  will  be 
relieved  in  the  near  future. 

Railroads  operating  in  Pennsylvania  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  will  revise  the 
coal  rates  within  a  short  time,  following  the 
action  taken  last  week  at  a  meeting  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  coal-carrying  roads.  The  dif¬ 
ferential  rates  will  be  abolished  and  competing 
and  non-competing  points  will  be  on  the  same 
basis  after  January  first.  It  is  understood  that 
this  change  is  to  be  made  in  accordance  with 
a  ruling  recently  made  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission.  This  means  that  the  tariff 
rates  will  have  to  be  revised,  as  under  the  pres¬ 
ent  system  coal  may  be  received  at  a  non-com¬ 
peting  station  which  is  a  shorter  haul  than  the 
competing  station  and  yet  shippers  must  pay 
more  than  the  long  haul  rate.  It  is  said  that 
coal  shippers  have  taken  this  matter  up  with  the 
higher  railroad  officials  after  a  conference  with 
representatives  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission,  and  that  the  railroad  men  have  agreed 
to  consider  this  matter.  It  is  likely  that  the 
meeting  will  be  held  within  the  next  week  or 
so,  as  it  will  require  some  time  to  revise  the 
tariff  sheets,  and  it  is  intended  to  make  the  change 
effective  January  first. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  September  13. 

The  general  Cincinnati  market  shows  little 
change  from  last  week.  The  greatest  shortage  of 
cars  ever  known  at  this  season  of  the  year  con¬ 
tinues  unabated,  and  the  prediction  is  freely 
made  by  persons  well  versed  in  existing  con¬ 
ditions,  that  a  better  condition  in  regard  to  cars 
may  not  be  expected  until  next  spring.  Some 
persons  seem  to  think  that  after  the  completion 
of  the  coal  trade  of  the  lakes,  a  considerable  relief 
may  be  looked  for;  but  others  claim  that  bad 
weather  later  in  the  season  will  more  than  coun¬ 
terbalance  any  improvement  that  might  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  closing  of  lake  navigation,  and 
the  consequent  releasing  of  the  cars  used  in  the 
lake  trade. 

Speculations  are  idle  at  this  time,  however, 
and  conditions  as  Ihey  exist  must  be  dealt  with. 
As  intimated  in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  the 
general  demand  for  coal  is  excellent.  This 
statement  applies  to  all  grades  handled  here. 
The  greatest  firmness  exists  in  the  market  for 
smokeless  fuel.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  pro¬ 
ducers  report  that  they  are  nearly  all  sold  far 
ahead,  and  that  they  are  not  now  taking  any  or¬ 
ders  for  lump  and  egg  less  than  two  dollars  a 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  which  is  equivalent  to 
$3.15  a  ton  delivered  on  switches  in  Cincinnati. 
Dealers  who  have  put  off  buying  tneir  smokeless 
coal  until  now  will  find  themselves  hauling  at 
Thanksgiving  the  coal  they  are  now  ordering.  They 
will  doubtless  feel  like  giving  thanks  if  they  get  it 


before  the  end  of  November.  The  demand  for 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  run-of-mine  is  not 
so  great  as  for  lurrip  and  egg,  and  a  few  dealers, 
who  can  use  the  fine  coal,  are  buying  run-of-mine 
and  forking  it  to  get  lump  coal.  In  this  manner 
they  can  get  lump  much  quicker  than  through 
the  regular  channels.  With  most  dealers,  espe¬ 
cially  dealers  in  small  places,  however,  the  get¬ 
ting  rid  of  what  fine  coal  is  in  the  regular  lump 
is  a  serious  matter,  and  to  handle  run-of-mine  is 
entirely  out  of  the  question. 

The  market  on  splint  coal  is  firm  and  is  still 
improving.  One  dollar  and  sixty  cents  a  ton  is 
the  current  quotation  on  standard  grades  of 
splint  lump,  while  a  very  few  concerns  are  still 
offering  coals  of  off  quality  for  $1.50  a  ton  at  the 
mines.  A  prominent  Thacker  agency  has  issued 
circulars  naming  two  dollars  a  ron  for  lump,  and 
other  grades  in  proportion.  These  prices  are  the 
extremes  at  this  writing. 

Nut-and-Slack  Easy  but  Firm 

Nut-and-slack  is  a  little  easier  this  week,  but 
there  is  no  such  quantity  on  the  market  as  to 
break  prices.  As  already  noted  several  times  in 
this  department,  there  are  so  many  different 
kinds  of  nut-and-slack  offered  in  this  market 
that  in  normal  times  and  upon  a  normal  market 
each  sells  upon  its  own  merits,  and  the  range 
of  prices  is  from  sixty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines 
for  the  poorest  stuff  offered,  to  ninety  cents  a  ton 
for  the  very  best.  There  is  now  no  good  fine 
coal  being  sold  for  less  than  seventy-five  cents  a 
ton,  and  there  is  no  poor  nut-and-slack  bringing 


more  than  seventy  cents.  Splint  run-of-mine 
is  improving  in  nearly  the  same  ratio  as  lump 
coal.  One  dollar  and  ten  cents  is  the  prevailing 
price  for  ordinary  qualities,  while  a  few  special 
brands  are  selling  as  high  as  $1.20  and  even  $1.25  a 
ton  at  the  mines.  War  Eagle  lump  is  quoted  at 
two  dollars  a  ton  at  the  mines  on  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  railroad.  War  Eagle  run-of-mine  $1.20 
and  nut-and-slack  eighty  cents. 

The  river-coal  market  is  quite  firm  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  during  the  past  week  sev¬ 
eral  light  tows  of  Kanawha  coal  were  added  to 
the  stock  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor.  Lump  of 
standard  quality  is  worth  seven  and  one-half  to 
eight  cents  a  bushel,  and  nut-and-slack  five  to 
six  and  one-half  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges. 

The  recent  flurries  in  iron  and  steel  have  had 
a  direct  effect  upon  coke,  and  prices  have  ad¬ 
vanced  during  the  past  few  days  to  $3.50  a  ton 
at  the  ovens  for  foundry  coke  and  $3.25  a  ton  for 
furnace  coke.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  cars 
in  the  coke  trade,  and  shipments  are  frequently 
greatly  delayed  on  account  of  the  inability  of  the 
ovens  to  get  proper  equipment.  There  seems  to 
be  a  scarcity  of  labor  around  many  of  the  large 
coke  producing  plants,  and  this,  too,  is  having 
its  tendency  to  make  coke  hard  to  get  and  to 
justify  the  advance  in  price. 

The  Cincinnati  Retail  Trade. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  neither  very 
good  nor  very  bad,  but  going  along  without  a 
single  ripple  of  excitement.  No  prices  have  been 
changed,  but  there  is  some  likelihood  of  an  ad- 
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vance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  October 
first.  Last  year  the  dealers  made  the  mistake 
of  not  raising  the  price  until  December  first,  and 
when  they  all  came  up  together  at  that  time,  the 
county  prosecutor  of  Hamilton  county  proceeded 
to  indict  twenty-three  of  the  most  prominent 
dealers,  and  gave  them  the  scare  of  their  lives. 
If  they  had  raised  the  price  before  the  advent 
of  cold  weather,  no  notice  would  have  been 
made  of  the  advance.  Splint  lump,  delivered  to 
families,  is  now  sold  at  $3.25  a  ton,  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  four  dollars,  and  anthracite  $7.50. 
Nut-and-slack  for  steam  purposes  is  worth  from 
$1.90  to  $2.25  a  ton  delivered  to  factories,  brew¬ 
eries  and  such  places. 

The  railroads  have  lifted  the  embargo  on  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  lakes.  Last  week  when  this  em¬ 
bargo  was  in  force,  a  considerable  quantity  of 
coal  that  would  have  otherwise  gone  to  the 
lakes  was  diverted  into  this  market,  and  it  helped 
out  wonderfully  two  or  three  rather  large  con¬ 
cerns  that  were  getting  farther  and  farther  be¬ 
hind  in  filling  their  local  orders.  There  is  no 
such  thing  as  demurrage  coal  in  this  territory 
at  this  time. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

George  Sweeny,  general  manager  of  the  Hull 
Coal  &  Coke  Corporation,  is  spending  a  few 
days  in  Cincinnati. 

Richard  Ellison,  of  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co.,  returned 
a  few  days  ago  from  Round  Pond,  Maine,  where 
he  spent  his  vacation. 

James  W.  Grimes,  one  of  M.  T.  Roach’s  right 
hand  men  in  the  New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co., 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was  here  for  several  days 
this  week  taking  in  the  Fall  Festival  and  visiting 
friends. 

The  report  was  current  Wednesday  that  the 
Borderland  mines  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  were  out  on  a  strike  of  some  kind  this 
week.  Mr.  C.  R.  Hinch,  the  local  representative 
of  the  Borderland  Coal  Co.,  did  not  know  the 
cause  of  the  reported  trouble. 

In  nearly  all  the  Cincinnati  coal  offices  are  now 
seen  the  traveling  salesmen  of  the  concerns,  with 
their  feet  on  their  managers’  desks,  and  enjoying 
themselves  doing  nothing.  Most  of  the  selling 
concerns  here  are  well  sold  up,  and  a  number 
of  the  larger  companies  have  called  in  their 
salesmen. 

G.  T.  Honaker,  connected  with  the  Edgewater 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  in  the  Marrowbone  district  of 
Kentucky,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  days.  While  here  he  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  Fred  Buskirk,  who  has  charge  of  all 
the  southern  business  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Morris  O.  Brooks,  general  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  sev¬ 
eral  days  here  this  week  going  over  the  affairs 
of  his  company  with  Messrs.  Burlingham  and 
Briscoe,  the  managers  of  the  Cincinnati  office  of 
his  company.  Mr.  Brooks  left  for  Richmond, 
Va.,  Wednesday  morning. 

Harry  R.  Neilson,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  was  notified  Tuesday  of  this 
week  that  his  company’s  miners  all  came  out  on 
a  strike  Tuesday.  Mr.  Neilson  was  unable  to  tell 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  September  13. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — While  the  coal  men  of  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country  always  look  forward  with 
fear  and  trembling  to  the  annual  car  shortage, 
they  did  not  expect  this  year  the  serious  con¬ 
dition  that  confronts  them.  Even  the  Hocking 
valley  and  the  Pittsburg  districts  feel  the  effects 
of  the  car  situation.  The  latter  people  even 
find  difficulty  getting  cars  to  send  coal  to  the 
steamers  for  lake  shipments.  Outside  railroads, 
fearing  that  if  cars  are  sent  into  Michigan  at  this 
time,  they  will  be  held  there  by  the  beet  sugar 
factories  and  temporarily  lost,  have  instituted  an 
embargo  at  Toledo,  preventing  all  cars  from 
crossing  the  line.  While  lake  rates  are  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  as  usual,  premiums  are  no  un¬ 
usual  thing  nowadays. 

Owing  to  the  car  shortage  prices  are  very 
strong  and  the  demand  is  good,  especially  for 


the  exact  trouble,  but  he  said  that  he  had  had 
word  from  the  superintendent  of  the  mines  to 
the.  effect  that  the  miners  would  all  be  working 
again  next  week.  There  is  no  trouble  about 
wages.  It  is  about  union  and  non-union  rules. 

Two  coal  concerns  of  Cincinnati  are  making 
fine  displays  in  Machinery  Llall  at  the  Cincinnati 
Fall  Festival.  The  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  in  addition 
to  a  creditable  showing  of  the  various  kinds  of 
coal  it  produces  and  sells,  is  giving  away  tickets 
which  entitle  the  holders  to  a  chance  to  win 
fifty  tons  of  coal  free.  In  other  words,  fifty 
persons  will  get  a  ton  of  coal  fre.e.  It  is  need¬ 
less  to  say  that  thousands  of  persons  crowd 
around  the  booth  to  get  the  free  tickets.  In¬ 
cidentally,  each  person  writes  his  or  her  name 
and  address  on  the  ticket.  The  other  display  is 
made  by  the  Consolidated  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
local  agents  for  “Black  Betsy”  coal.  Black  Betsy, 
a  neat  and  clean  colored  woman,  has  charge  of 
the  booth,  and  hands  out  attractive  advertising 
matter  to  the  passing  multitude. 

Messrs.  F.  C.  Todd,  president,  J.  J.  Sullivan, 
vice-president,  and  G.  S.  Calder,  treasurer,  of  the 
Damascus  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  have  formed  a 
company  called  the  Automatic  Smoke-Prevention 
Fuel  Economy  Co.,  and  will  market  at  once,  a 
patent  smoke-preventing  and  fuel-economizing 
device  which  is  said  to  be  far  ahead  of  anything 
of  the  kind  ever  placed  on  the  rnarket.  They 
have  already  installed  their  device  upon  the 
boilers  and  furnaces  of  the  Val.  Duttenhofer 
&  Sons  Co.’s  shoe  factory,  the  Model  Laundry, 
the  Chatfield  Power  building.  First  National 
Bank  building.  Crown  Brewery  and  other  plants, 
and  an  invitation  is  extended  to  anyone  interested 
to  visit  these  plants,  and  inquire  into  the  workings 
of  the  device.  Messrs.  Todd,  Sullivan  and  Cal¬ 
der  are  all  widely  and  favorably  known  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  and  when  they  say  they  can  prevent  a 
minimum  of  ninety  per  cent  of  the  smoke  now 
issuing  from  any  chimney,  and  at  the  same  time 
save  from  five  to  fifteen  per  cent  in  fuel,  their 
statement  carries  great  weight,  and  just  now, 
when  the  strongest  agitation  ever  made  in  this 
community  for  the  elimination  of  smoke,  is  being 
made,  they  are  literally  beseiged  with  inquiries 
both  from  coal  users  and  coal  sellers.  These  gen¬ 
tlemen  are  so  sanguine  of  success  that  they 
positively  guarantee  their  device,  and  further 
guarantee  to  keep  it  in  perfect  condition  for  ten 
years  for  a  maximum  sum  of  five  dollars  a  year. 
The  total  cost  of  installing  it  upon  an  ordinary 
size  boiler  is  something  like  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars.  It  conforms  to  and  meets  the  require¬ 
ments  of  municipal  ordinances  and  laws  covering 
the  abatement  of  the  smoke  nuisance.  They 
are  now  making  their  plans  to  put  into  commis¬ 
sion  over  one  thousand  of  their  smoke-preventing 
and  fuel-saving  devices  during  the  next  few 
months.  As  soon  as  they  get  the  manufacture  of 
the  device  started  in  large  quantities,  they  will 
enter  the  field  of  smoke  prevention  in  other  cities, 
but  at  present  it  is  understood  that  they  will 
confine  their  efforts  to  Cincinnati.  United  States 
and  foreign  patents  fully  protect  them  from  in¬ 
fringements.  Messrs.  Todd,  Sullivan  and  Calder 
are  being  congratulated  by  their  friends  upon 
having  struck  such  a  bonanza,  and  from  present 
appearances  the  Damascus  Coal  Co.  will  soon 
I'.e  the  side  issue  of  the  other  company. 


Coal  Trade. 

three-quarters  and  run-of-mine.  Even  fine  coal 
shows  strength  this  week,  for  there  are  very  few 
cars  on  track — another  effect  of  the  car  shortage. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  Pocahontas  of 
the  graded  varieties  and  the  demand  for  run-of- 
mine  is  fair.  On  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and 
Norfolk  &  Western  road.s,  the  car  situation  has 
eased  up  a  little,  but  not  enough  to  cause  very 
much  rejoicing. 

Solvay  coke  has  gone  up  twenty-five  cents, 
from  $5.25  to  $5.50. 

The  Local  Retail  Market. 

Though  the  anthracite  agents  are  being  both¬ 
ered  by  the  car  shortage,  yet  the  retailers  arc 
well  stocked  up  and  able  to  take  care  of  their 
customers.  Rich  Detroiters  are  returning  every 
day  from  their  long  summer  vacations  and  are 
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beginning  to  open  their  big  houses  and  order 
furnace  coal  for  the  winter.  This  makes  the 
demand  for  the  egg  size  very  great.  Fortunately 
for  consumers  the  retailers  did  not  carry  out 
their  determination  to  raise  the  price  on  Sep¬ 
tember  first,  though  fair  warning  was  given 
that  they  would.  They  have  concluded  to  hold 
off  until  October  first,  when  the  price  will  go 
up  from  $7.25  to  $7.50  per  ton. 

C.  B.  Crandy,  a  coal  man  of  twenty-four 
years’  experience,  who  has  been  in  business  for 
himself  in  Toledo  under  the  name  of  “C.  B. 
Crandy,”  has  come  to  this  city  to  take  general 
charge  of  the  coal  business  of  Alex  Y.  Malcom- 
son.  He  will  still  continue  his  office  in  Toledo. 
Before  starting  in  for  himself  last  February 
]\Ir.  Crandy  was  northern  sales  agent  for  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Indiana; 
in  fact,  the  middle  west  has  been  his  stamping 
ground  during  the  entire  twenty-four  years  that 
he  has  been  connected  with  the  coal  business. 
Mr.  Crandy’s  coming  to  Detroit  will  not  cause 
any  change  in  the  personnel  of  the  Malcomson 
office,  for  he  will  simply  be  Mr.  Malcomson’s 
personal  representative,  devoting  his  time  chiefly 
to  buying  coal  at  the  mines  and  keeping  in  touch 
with  customers  of  the  middle  west. 

About  seven  hundred  tons  of  coal  consigned 
from  the  Pittsburg  mines  to  the  Algoma  mills 
went  down  with  the  steamer  Nelson  Mills  in  St. 
Clair  river  last  week.  Two  lives  were  lost. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  September  13. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  city  of  Memphis  has  had  a 
price  fight  on  among  the  retail  coal  firms  that  has 
attracted  a  good  deal  of  attention  the  last  few 
days.  Business  conditions  otherwise  would  be 
healthy.  The  wholesale  trade  seems  to  be  all 
right.  Various  of  the  local  authorities  on  coal 
take  different  views  on  the  situation  at  present. 
While  there  has  been  a  fight  going  on  in  the 
retail  market,  it  is  thought  that  it  will  soon 
draw  to  a  close.  The  shortage  of  cars  and  the 
heavy  demand  for  coal  is  forcing  the  prices  at  the 
mines  to  such  a  point  that  the  present  retail 
prices  can  not  be  maintained. 

As  to  the  carload  conditions,  all  mines  on  the 
Illinois  Central,  Frisco  and  the  Southern  railway 
systems  report  a  shortage  of  cars  and  inability 
to  run  over  two-thirds  time.  Movement  is  al¬ 
ready  very  slow  and  as  soon  as  the  cotton  crop 
begins  to  move  the  greatest  shortage  of  coal  that 
has  been  experienced  in  a  long  time  is  expected. 
The  different  coal-bearing  roads  each  year  are 
confining  their  coal  equipment  more  and  more  to 
their  own  lines  and  it  is  getting  almost  impos¬ 
sible  to  make  shipments  to  points  off  of  the 
coal-bearing  roads. 

The  Alabama  market  is  stronger  than  ever 
known  at  this  season.  Kentucky  mines  on  the 
Illinois  Central  report  orders  on  file  to  run  full 
time  for  the  next  ninety  days,  and  Louisville  & 
Nashville  mines  in  Kentucky  report  business 
better  than  usual  at  this  season. 

Five  dollars  per  ton  is  the  price  to  which  coal 
will  probably  go  in  Knoxville  next  winter,  thus 
exceeding  the  maximum  price  of  last  winter  by 
fifty  cents  per  ton  and  reaching  a  price  which 
has  been  attained  but  two  or  three  winters  in 
recent  years.  Domestic  coal  is  now  retailing  at 
$4.00@4.25  per  ton,  $3.75@4.00  per  ton  being 
made  to  large  consumers,  and  there  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  a  raise  in  the  retail  price  in  the  near 
future. 

The  ton  price  is  hardly  ever  raised  less  than 
twenty-five  cents  at  a  time,  when  raised  at  all, 
and  this  would  at  once  bring  the  price  to  the 
retail  maximum  price  of  last  winter. 

Less  than  one-third  of  the  coal  visible  on  the 
Knoxville  markets  at  this  time  last  year  is  in 
sight  now,  and  the  retailers  are  preparing  for  the 
winter’s  trade  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  price  is  likely  to  advance  in  District  19, 
United  Mine  Workers,  owing  to  the  raise  in 
the  wages  of  miners  as  agreed  upon  at  the 
recent  joint  district  convention  of  miners  and 
operators.  Advances  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  on 
certain  grades  of  domestic  coal  have  already 
been  made,  carrying  the  prices  at  the  mines  on 
these  grades  to  $2.25@2.50  per  ton. 

Regarding  the  demand  for  coal,  however,  an 
operator  says  he  has  not  found  such  an  exces¬ 
sive  demand  for  coal  for  industrial  purposes 
in  the  south  as  has  been  reputed  to  exist.  He 


24 


[September  15 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


has  been  compelled  to  dispose  of  the  greater 
|)art  of  his  output  of  this  class  north  of  the 
Ohio  river.  Of  domestic  coal,  however,  he  has 
had  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  his  output. 

The  recent  rises  have  allowed  a  number  of 
heavy  tows  of  Pittsburg  coal  to  get  down  the 
river,  and  Memphis  and  all  other  river  points 
have  a  large  supply  of  Pittsburg  coal. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Mr.  Hrown,  of  Bevier,  Ky.,  was  also  in  the 
Bluff  City  looking  after  coal  matters. 

Mr.  Halstead,  of  Green  River,  Ky.,  was  a 
caller  on  the  retail  coal  people  of  Memphis  re¬ 
cently. 

F.  A.  Grider,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  in 
Memphis  a  few  days  ago  looking  after  his  mine 
interests  with  the  local  trade. 

'I'he  St.  Bernard  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnish¬ 
ing  the  coal  for  the  Tennessee  School  for  the 
Blind  in  that  city.  This  is  a  nice  little  $1,800 
contract. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain  Co.’s  office  on 
Front  street  was  visited.  This  firm  will  operate 
two  yards  this  fall  and  winter.  They  report  that 
they  have  begun  to  fill  a  good  many  retail  orders 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  September  13.— {Special 
Correspondence.) — There  is  no  perceptible  change 
in  the  production  centers  of  West  Virginia  from 
the  conditions  recorded  recently.  Their  output 
is  gauged  according  to  cars  available  at  the 
mines  and  congestion  at  terminals  or  at  lake  and 
Atlantic  coast  ports. 

Smokeless  and  other  coal  from  the  New  River 
region  has  suffered  severely  from  frequent  em¬ 
bargoes  on  through  shipments  to  tidewater. 
These  embargoes  may  be  expected  in  busy  sea¬ 
sons  until  additional  pier  facilities  are  provided, 
and  some  of  them  are  under  course  of  con¬ 
struction  now. 

Pocahontas  and  other  Norfolk  &  Western  coal 
is  enjoying  a  fairly  steady  trade.  This  section 
is  not  showing  the  spasmodic  slumps  and  spurts 
of  the  adjoining  New  River  field,  largely  because 
the  situation  is  under  more  uniform  control,  and 
there  is  not  so  much  new  development  either. 

Out  of  Fairmont  the  shipments  are  also  rea¬ 
sonably  steady,  although  subordinated  to  car  ser¬ 
vice,  and  the  prevailing  labor  shortage  which 
this  district  suffers  in  common  with  the  other 
coal  regions. 

The  statistical  report  of  the  New  River  ship¬ 
ments  for  August  shows  an  mcrease  over  July 
of  nearly  forty-nine  thousand  tons  of  coal,  but 
the  month’s  total,  421,195  tonis,  is  still  low. 
There  were  only  389  cars  of  coke  sent  out. 
About  half  of  the  coal  went  to  tide. 

Coal  Fields  on  Coal  &  Coke  Railway. 

Hon.  Hichard  C.  Kerens,  of  St.  Louis,  has 
just  made  a  tour  of  inspection  over  the  new 
coal  and  coke  railroad,  running  from  Elkins 
to  Charleston.  Mr.  Kerens  is  associated  in  that 
enterprise  with  Senator  Elkins  and  ex-Senator 
Henry  G.  Davis,  and  after  his  trip  he  declared 
that  in  his  opinion  the  road  taps  one  of  the 
greatest  coal  fields  in  the  country. 

The  Coal  &  Coke  has  been  operating  about  a 
year  now,  but  it  is  losing  an  average  of  $30,000 
a  month,  according  to  common  report.  The  coal 
along  its  route  has  not  yet  been  developed  to 
any  extent,  although  there  are  plans  ahead  for 
operations  on  a  large  scale.  Near  Charleston 
there  is  some  activity,  but  there  are  no  really 
important  operations  yet. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  September  13. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  outlook  for  the  coal  trade 
in  Indiana  at  this  time  is  not  bright  enough  to 
warrant  the  increase  in  wages  granted  by  the 
operators  last  spring  in  the  interest  of  industrial 
peace.  The  operators  and  dealers  will  have  to 
watch  their  corners  closely  if  they  do  much 
better  than  they  did  last  season,  which  such  old- 


for  the  winter  time.  They  do  some  little  whole¬ 
sale  business.  The  firm  handles  Jellico  coal, 
Kentucky,  Alabama  and  some  Illinois  coal. 

'The  Galloway  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  is  con¬ 
centrating  a  great  deal  of  attention  on  its  retail 
and  wholesale  business  in  this  city  at  the  present 
time.  They  have  several  yards  and  are  doing 
a  large  local  trade. 

The  Willins  Coal  Co.,  was  visited  at  its 
office  on  South  Main  near  the  Union  depot. 
It  reports  the  fall  business  opening  up  nicely, 
and  thinks  that  as  soon  as  price  questions  are 
corrected  that  the  autumn  season  in  Memphis 
will  be  good. 

Huntsville,  Ala.,  gentlemen  have  organized  the 
Straight  Mountain  Coal  Co.,  which  will  operate 
in  Etoah  county,  Ala.,  and  develop  coal  mines 
on  Sand  mountain.  The  company  is  capitalized 
by  Henry  J.  Certain,  Roht.  T.  Baugh  and  others 
with  a  capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Broadway  Coal  Co.  on  Madison  street  is 
operating  two  yards  in  the  city  now,  and  re¬ 
ports  business  prospects  as  good  in  Memphis 
barring  the  price-cutting  features  of  the  last 
few  days.  W.  W.  Simmons,  of  this  company, 
has  been  spending  a  part  of  the  present  week 
at  mines  in  McHenry,  Ky. 


Operators  along  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  were  greatly  interested  this  w'eek  in  the 
information  from  Richmond  that  the  road  had 
closed  a  contract  for  the  inirchase  of  two  thou¬ 
sand  composite  gondola  cars.  All  of  these,  and 
probably  more,  could  be  used  readily  in  accom¬ 
modating  the  resources  of  that  region. 

Just  recently  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  made 
arrangements  for  tw'O  thousand  cars  for  its  own 
use,  so  it  will  be  seen  that  that  number  of  cars 
is  not  extraordinary  with  the  present  heavy  pro¬ 
duction. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Judging  by  complaints  from  eastern  Ohio  work 
is  seriously  hampered  by  car  shortage,  some  of 
the  mines  working  only  two  or  three  days  a 
week. 

President  L.  E.  Johnson  and  other  officials 
of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  have  been  inspecting 
the  Tug  and  Dry  Fork  branches,  with  a  view 
to  improving  the  roadbed  and  making  other  im¬ 
provements  for  the  handling  of  the  coal  trade. 

It  is  said  that  the  Guyan  Valley  branch  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  will  be  extended 
further  into  Mingo  county  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  virgin  coal  territory.  Rights  of  way 
are  now  being  secured.  There  is  rich  coal  there 
and  in  thick  veins. 

The  Lilly-Hume  smokeless  is  the  latest  coal 
company  to  be  chartered  to  operate  in  Raleigh 
county.  The  plant  will  be  located  at  Blue  Jay. 
Raleigh  county  is  treading  hard  on  the  heels  of 
Fayette  for  production  honors  in  the  New  River 
region  and  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  until 
its  output  will  be  very  large. 

A  conference  was  to  have  been  held  in  Wheel¬ 
ing  this  week  between  a  committee  of  the  eastern 
Ohio  operators  and  the  officials  of  the  miners’ 
union  over  the  question  of  cleaning  out  bottom 
coal.  They  were  to  have  inspected  the  old 
Kelly  mine,  at  Portland,  which  was  to  serve  as  a 
basis  for  comparisons  and  an  agreement,  but  the 
conference  was  called  off,  and  no  date  was  set 
for  the  gathering  in  the  future. 


timers  as  J.  Smith  Talley,  of  Terre  Haute,  said 
was  the  worst  in  many  years. 

Well  informed  operators  say  that  the  outlook 
for  the  coming  winter  is  not  very  bright,  but  as  a 
rule  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  trade 
are  not  borrowing  trouble.  On  the  contrary, 
they  are  inclined  to  be  optimistic  for  a  while 
longer.  The  demand  is  still  light,  as  very  few 


are  buying  coal  ahead.  The  result  will,  however, 
doubtless  be  the  same  as  usual.  There  will  be  a 
grand  rush  later  on  when  the  consumers  have 
to  have  coal  in  a  hurry. 

'There  is  already  a  car  shortage  that  may  last 
far  into  the  winter.  In  fact,  the  prospects  of 
ample  transportation  facilities  are  not  as  good 
as  usual — and  they  have  never  been  what  they 
ought  to  be. 

Indiana  Railways  Swamped  with  Business. 

Nearly  every  Indiana  railroad  has  about  twice 
as  much  business  now  as  it  can  handle.  The 
crops  are  heavier  than  usual  and  there  is  an 
enormous  demand  for  cars  to  move  it.  Further¬ 
more,  nearly  every  line  of  business  is  prosperous 
and  the  railroads  are  nearly  deluged  with  orders 
for  cars.  'The  result  is  that  tlie  coal  trade  is 
already  suffering  a  shortage  of  flats  and  many 
of  the  mines  are  suffering  enforced  idleness. 
'There  is  no  prospect  of  a  break  in  the  conditions 
so  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  shortage  in 
cars  should  result  in  an  increased  price  for  coal 
with  the  advent  of  cold  w'eather,  as  there  is 
bound  to  be  a  shortage  in  the  supply  of  fuel. 

Right  now  most  of  the  dealers  have  their 
yards  running  over  with  coal.  They  are  not 
doing  much  domestic  business,  for  it  has  been 
too  hot  to  think  of  coal.  The  steam  trade  is 
doing  farly  well,  but  it  is  mostly  contract  coal 
that  is  being  shipped.  There  is  comparatively 
little  doing  in  free  steam  coal.  However,  there 
has  lately  been  a  slight  advance  in  prices  all 
along  the  line. 

West  Virginia,  Pittsburg  and  Ohio  coals  have 
advanced  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  a  ton.  'I'he 
ruling  prices  at  the  mines  for  Indiana  coal  fol¬ 
low:  Screenings,  65@75c;  run-of-mine.  95c^ 

$1.05;  one  and  a  quarter  inch  lump,  $1.10@1.20; 
four-inch  lump,  $1.40@1.50;  egg  lump,  $1.60. 

Increased  Demand  for  Steam  Coal  Expected. 

A  well  known  operator  expressed  the  opinion 
today  that  the  demand  for  steam  coal  would  be 
ten  per  cent  greater  than  ever  in  Indiana  this 
year,  owing  to  the  general  prosperity  in  all  lines 
of  business.  He  declared  that  the  steam  trade 
is  increasing,  although  the  prices  are  not  any 
higher  than  usual.  He  also  predicted  that  there 
will  be  a  better  demand  for  domestic  coal,  as  the 
farmers  are  forced  this  year  more  than  ever  to 
take  to  coal,  as  timber  is  too  scarce  and  too 
costly  for  fuel.  More  tons  of  coal  than  ever 
will  be  consumed  during  the  coming  winter  on 
Indiana  farms.  'The  volume  of  coal  consumed 
will  probably  be  greater  even  if  prices  are  not 
higher. 

'The  Indiana  operators  are  preparing  to  make  a 
stiff  fight  to  protect  their  local  markets  against 
outside  coal  from  West  Virginia  and  other  east¬ 
ern  fields.  They  are  especially  concerned  over 
the  situation  here  where  there  is  a  very  de¬ 
termined  fight  to  abate  what  is  known  as  the 
“smoke  nuisance.”  There  has  been  a  crusade 
against  the  use  of  coals  that  produce  a  heavy 
volume  of  smoke. 

So-called  smokeless  coals  have  been  advocated 
so  vigorously  that  West  ^Grginia  coals  have 
been  increasing  in  popularity  here.  'The  city 
officials  have  been  insistent  on  the  general  adop¬ 
tion  of  smoke  consumers  or  the  use  of  smokeless 
coal. 

'The  Indiana  operators  insist  that  there  is  a 
lot  of  buncombe  in  the  talk  of  smokeless  coals, 
and  a  delegation  of  them  headed  by  Phil  Penna, 
of  Terre  Haute,  and  W.  W.  Hubbard,  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  called  on  Mayor  Bookwalter  to  present 
their  case. 

They  declared  that  a  mountain  is  being  made 
of  a  molehill  and  that  the  so-called  smoke  nui¬ 
sance  is  not  nearly  so  great  as  represented. 
'They  asserted  that  Indiana  coal  is  being  dis¬ 
criminated  against  in  the  effort  to  have  the 
alleged  smokeless  coals  adopted  generally.  They 
declared  their  intention  of  beginning  a  vigorous 
fight  to  end  the  discrimination. 

V 

I  know  of  no  better  source  by  which  the  re¬ 
tailer  can  keep  informed  as  to  trade  conditions 
than  The  Black  Diamond. — Southern  Fuel  Co., 
Dallas,  Tex. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 
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The  Peabody  Coal  Co.  has  opened  an  ofifice  in 
St.  Paul  with  R.  E.  Seymour,  northwestern  sales 
agent  in  charge.  The  new  office  is  located  i.n 
the  Endicott  building. 

Walter  Zoller,  of  the  firm  of  Bell  &  Zoller, 
Chicago,  who  has  been  enjoying  a  two  monthC 
European  trip  with  his  family,  arrived  in  Chi¬ 
cago  on  INIonday  of  this  w^eek. 

A.  M.  Ogle,  president,  and  C.  E.  Barrett,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  both  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  were  in  town  this  week  on  business  con¬ 
nected  wiih  the  completio.n  of  organization  of 
the  Colonial  Coal  Co. 

'fhe  MacBride  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  succeeded 
to  the  business  of  MacBride,  Simpson,  McMillan 
Co.,  Fisher  building.  Chicago.  The  new  com¬ 
pany  will  take  care  of  all  contracts  and  assume 
all  liabilities  of  the  old  company. 

Gordon  Buchanan,  president  of  the  Wilmington 
Star  Mining  Co.,  Chicago,  is  making  an  extended 
trip  in  the  east,  chiefly  to  New  York  city  and 
interior  points  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Pie 
will  be  absent  from  home  about  three  weeks. 

E.  S.  Van  Sant,  vice-president  and  secretary 
of  the  Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  returned  Sunday  of  this  week  from  :i 
two  weeks’  vacation  spent  at  Tomahawk  and 
Flambeau  lakes,  Wisconsin,  in  pursuit  of  the 
gamey  muskallonge. 

The  Pullman  Fuel  Co.  is  another  new  whole¬ 
sale  concern  that  will  make  its  bid  for  business 
in  the  Chicago  field.  Offices  were  opened  this 
week  on  the  tenth  floor  of  the  Plymouth  build¬ 
ing.  J.  W.  Flanigan,  formerly  with  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  appointed  general 
manager. 

Wm.  S.  Noble,  who  was  manager  for  Hite  & 
Rafetto  at  Chicago  for  several  years,  was  call¬ 
ing  on  his  friends  in  the  trade  this  week.  “Billy” 
has  forgotten  all  about  the  coal  business  and  is 
helping  build  a  railroad  down  in  southern  West 
Virginia.  He  makes  his  headquarters  in  New 
York  city. 

Operators  who  make  their  shipments  over  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  received  formal  notice  on 
Wednesday  that  hereafter  coal  loaded  in  cars  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Peansylvania  and  Vandalia  com¬ 
panies  would  only  be  permitted  to  go  off  from 
their  own  lines  under  unusual  circumstances  and 
l)y  special  authorization. 

Friends  of  “Zeph”  Davis,  formerly  connected 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  at  Chicago,  and 
later  with  the  Davis  Colliery  Co.,  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  he  is  getting  along  nicely  in  St. 
Louis.  He  is  manager  of  the  car  sales  depart- 
mcn  of  De  Camp  Bros.  &  Yule,  who  are  located 
in  the  Missouri  Trust  building. 

Gardiner  H.  Reeves  of  Minneapolis,  secretary 
of  the  Northwestern  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
and  R.  E.  Harris,  secretary  of  the  Michigan  & 
Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  .\.s.sociation,  were 
Chicago  visitors  on  Monday  of  this  week  while 
en  route  for  Pittsburg  to  attend  the  annual  spe¬ 
cial  meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Coal 
^Merchants. 

Sidney  Hostler,  of  the  Hostler  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  Chicago,  is  recovering  from  the  injuries 
which  he  received  in  an  automobile  accident  ten 
days  ago  so  that  he  is  able  to  attend  to  business 
at  his  office,  although  he  by  no  means  feels  like 
himself  as  yet.  The  other  members  of  his  party 
are  recovering  as  rapidly  as  could  be  hoped  in 
view  of  the  injuries  which  they  received. 

H.  E.  Patrick,  of  C.  M.  Moderwcll  &  Co., 
returned  Saturday  from  a  week’s  trip  to  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  the  mines  of  the  Fairmont  field.  From 


personal  observation  .Mr.  P;:trick  is  able  to  con¬ 
firm  to  the  fullest  extent  the  reports  of  the 
great  car  famine  prevailing  in  that  entire  region, 
the  congestion  of  business  from  this  cause  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway  being  especially 
noteworthy  in  the  F'airmont  field.  Nor  is  ■  the 
taxing  of  railway  facilities  limited  to  freight 
business,  one  passenger  train  on  which  he 
traveled  having  on  it  fifty  people  able  to  find 
standing  room  only. 

The  Shial-Creek  Coal  Co.  has  moved  into 
its  new  offices  on  the  third  flooor  of  the  Fisher 
building.  Chicago.  'I'he  mines  of  this  company 
are  located  at  Panama,  Montgomery  county.  Ill. 
Frank  P.  Blair  is  president,  and  Ora  J.  Dar- 
nall  is  vice-president  and  general  manager.  l\lr. 
Darnall  is  expected  from  Kansas  City  the  last 
of  this  week  and  he  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
Chicago  office. 

The  United  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  of  which  C.  M.  Moderwell  is 
president,  and  Messrs.  Harold  Eldridge  and  A. 
L.  Allais  are  vice-presidents,  has  for  several 
months  been  engaged  in  active  development  of  its 
coal  properties  near  Christopher,  Franklin 
county.  Ill.  During  the  present  week  the  shaft 
has  reached  coal  at  a  depth  of  493  feet,  where 
a  vein  of  fine  quality  was  struck  with  a  thick¬ 
ness  of  nine  feet  and  .nine  inches.  The  top  works 
of  the  mine  are  nearly  completed  and  the  instal¬ 
lation  of  machinery  has  begun,  so  that  it  is  e.\- 
])ected  that  the  mine  will  be  in  complete  readi¬ 
ness  for  operation  early  in  November. 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  held  an 
enthusiastic  session  on  Tuesday  evening  which 
resolved  itself  into  a  sort  of  experience  meeting, 
six  prominent  retail  dealers  stating,  one  after  the 
Ollier,  that  never  in  their  experience  had  the  coal 
business  in  Chicago  been  so  free  from  the  giving 
of  short  weights  and  the  mixing  in  of  coals  in¬ 
ferior  to  those  ordered  and  paid  for  by  the  con¬ 
sumers.  The  retail  dealers  of  the  city  are  rapidly 
coming  to  realize  and  appreciate  the  good  work 
being  done  by  the  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  consequent  advantage  of  mem¬ 
bership  so  that  fresh  accessions  are  coming  in 
at  every  meeting.  Five  new  members  were  re¬ 
ceived  this  week,  making  the  total  membership 
to  date  about  sixty. 

George  S.  Loftus,  of  Minnesota,  who  has  re¬ 
cently  become  prominent  through  his  fights  with 
the  railroads  against  unfair  rates  and  unjust 
discrimination,  has  announced  himself  as  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  first  vacancy  that  may  occur  on 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  Only  a 
few  days  ago  he  refused  to  be  a  candidate  for 
the  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  of 
Minnnesota. 

The  announcement  has  been  received  with  en¬ 
thusiasm  by  the  shippers  and  farmers  of  this 
state  and  throughout  the  entire  middle  west,  who 
consider  Mr.  Loftus  the  right  man  to  serve  on  the 
commission.  The  politicians  of  this  section 
were  very  much  surprised  when  Mr.  Loftus  sig¬ 
nified  his  intention  of  becoming  a  candidate  for 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  as  his 
refusal  to  serve  on  the  state  commission  was 
taken  as  an  indication  that  he  would  not  be  a 
candidate  for  any  office.  It  is  now  learned  that 
his  appointment  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  is  favored  by  Senator  LaFollelte.  of  Wis¬ 
consin  ;  E.  P.  Bacon,  chairman  of  the  interstate 
commerce  law  convention,  and  ex-Governor 
Samuel  R.  Van  Sant,  of  Minnnesota. 

The  railroad  men  and  shippers  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  country  believe  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  for  President  Roosevelt  to  select  a  man 
having  a  more  comprehensive  knowledge  of  rates 
and  rate  making  from  both  the  point  of  view  of 
the  railroads  and  from  that  of  the  shippers. 


Mr.  Loftus  was  an  active  railroad  man  for  >ix- 
teen  years  and  has  spent  the  last  seven  years  in 
the  grain  commission  business.  During  his 
career  as  a  railroad  man  he  served  as  chief  clerk 
of  the  freight  department  of  the  Minneapoli--  & 
.St.  Louis  railroad  and  as  assistant  general  freight 
agent  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Duluth  railroad.  It  is 
considered  that  he  would  jjrove  a  valuable  man 
on  the  commission. 

One  of  the  eastern  coal  trade  papers  an¬ 
nounces  that  it  has  in  preparation  a  special 
edition  in  w'hich  it  proposes  to  sound  the  praises 
of  (some')  Chicago  coal  men.  All  possibility  of 
being  charged  with  favoritism  in  the  selection 
of  candidates  for  a  place  in  the  Hall  of  Fame 
will  be  avoided  by  throwing  the  matter  of  selec¬ 
tion  upon  the  candidates  themselv'cs.  Those  who 
esteem  themselves  worthy  of  a  place  can  elect 
themselves  by  the  simi)lc  process  of  signing  and 
sending  in  to  the  publishers  one  of  the  con¬ 
tracts  W'hich  have  been  distributed  this  week', 
and  read  as  follows;  “Gentlemen:  You  are  here¬ 
by  authorized  to  publish  in  the  October  eleventh, 
1906,  issue,  the  Chicago  Coal  Men's  Edition,  my 
biographical  sketch,  said  sketch  to  contain  not 
less  than  two  hundred  words,  with  photogrtivurc. 
and  deliver  to  my  address  twent\-five  copies  of 
that  issue,  for  which  I  agree  to  pay  you  $T..')n 
on  delivery  of  papers.  I  agree  to  furnish  you 
with  photograph  and  data  for  sketch  not  later 
than  September  twentieth,  1906,  j’ou  to  furnish 
proof  for  correction  on  or  before  September 
twenty-seve.nth,  1906.”  .Apparently  this  means, 
no  matter  who  you  are.  or  what  you  are,  you  are 
all  right  if  you  have  the  price.  Percy  Whitehead. 
Harry  Hiland,  Billy  C)’Rourke.  George  Sandel. 
George  Butler,  Jim  Fisher,  Harry  Van  Auken 
and  several  others'  we  can  not  recall  should  not 
let  this  opportunity  escape  them. 

The  western  officials  and  salesmen  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.  are  this  week  enjoying  an 
eastern  trip  as  the  guests  of  the  company.  The 
party  left  Chicago  in  special  cars  by  way  of 
the  Grand  Trunk  railway  on  Monday  of  this 
week,  going  direct  to  Buffalo,  where  they  were 
joined  by  a  similar  party  from  the  territory 
having  its  headquarters  there.  From  Buffalo  the 
combined  party  went  by  way  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  railway  to  Glen  Summit,  Pa.,  w'here  they 
were  met  by  a  similar  excursion  from  New  York 
city  and  other  eastern  points.  Most  of  the  week 
is  being  spent  in  a  thorough  inspection  of  the 
mines  and  other  properties  of  the  Lehigh  \''aiiey 
Coal  Co.  in  the  anthracite  region,  although  a 
little  time  wull  be  spent  in  New'  York  city.  I  hc 
party  will  not  reach  Chicago  on  its  return  trip 
until  the  first  part  of  next  week.  The  western 
party  is  made  up  as  follow's:  From  Chicago. 
E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  sales  agent.  ;ind 
Mrs.  Platt;  W.  H.  Scott,  sales  agent;  F.  .\. 
Brahm,  bituminous  sales  agent;  J.  H.  Harmon, 
Chicago  city  salesman;  G.  F.  b'isher,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  construction:  Messrs.  Elmer  Martin. 
E.  D.  Scott,  J.  W.  McCole,  J.  B.  Foster,  J.  N. 
McCabe,  M.  M.  Morrow,  M.  G.  Mauritzon,  G.  M. 
Barclaj',  O.  J.  Pond,  W.  L.  Sullivan,  J.  M. 
Kelleher,  J.  Fk  Mayer  and  T.  J.  Johnson,  travel¬ 
ing  salesmen;  John  Murray,  superintendent  Chi¬ 
cago  avenue  docks,  and  .A.  Wallace,  superinten¬ 
dent  Calumet  docks.  From  the  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis  offices :  W.  F.  Aldenderfer,  north- 
w’estern  sales  agent ;  S.  M.  Stanley,  sales  agent 
at  Minnneapolis ;  Messrs.  A.  Robertson,  T.  A. 
Gadbois,  L.  A.  Sander,  H.  H.  Geyer.  .A.  A.  Hop- 
kijis  and  J.  F.  Dorgeloh,  traveling  salesmen.  From 
Duluth  and  Superior :  ,A.  Luellwitz,  shipping 

agent,  and  C.  O.  Hanson,  mechanical  engineer. 
From  the  Milw.'iukee  office:  J.  M.  Fiske  Jr., 
sales  agent;  Messrs.  J.  J.  Mayer,  C.  Straub  and 
C.  A.  Ncubccker.  traveling  salesmen.  From  the 
Cleveland  office,  F.  W.  Niederlander. 
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Increase  of  Equipment  Jlpparent  hut  Not  Real. 

Coal  men  are  beginning  to  ask  in  all  seriousness.  Why  this  regularly 
recurring  annual  car  shortage?  And  the  question  is  asked  with  good  reason, 
for  according  to  the  figures  which  are  given  out  from  time  to  time  there  is 
justification  for  the  belief  that  the  total  number  of  cars  should  be  amply 
sufficient  for  almost  any  demands. 

These  figures,  however,  are  very  misleading.  Almost  every  week  one 
road  or  another  announces  that  it  has  contracted  for  several  hundred  or 
several  thousand  new  freight  cars,  or  that  it  has  now  received  such  a 
number  of  cars  from  the  manufacturers  and  put  them  into  service.  The 
natural  conclusion  is  that  the  road’s  transportation  facilities  have  been 
increased  to  the  full  amount  stated  in  the  announcement. 

Only  two  or  three  times  does  the  writer  remember,  however,  of  having 
seen  statements  regarding  the  withdrawal  of  cars  from  service  as  worn 
out  or  antiquated,  yet  the  mere  suggestion  is  sufficient  to  lead  every  one 
to  realize  that  under  the  hard  service  to  which  freight  cars  are  subjected  the 
annual  withdrawal  of  cars  for  these  reasons  must  be  enormous.  It  would 
l:e  interesting  and  instructive  were  the  figures  made  available  by  some  of 
the  leading  coal  roads  showing  the  net  gain  or  loss  in  the  number  of 
their  freight  cars  instead  of  merely  the  announcement  of  additions  by  the 
purchase  of  new  ones.  These  latter  figures  alone  evidently  show  nothing 
definite,  for  probably  in  many  cases  they  represent  merely  an  offsetting  of 


the  old  and  worn  out  by  the  purchase  of  an  equal  number  of  new  cars  and, 
in  all  probability,  if  the  exact  figures  were  available,  we  would  often  find 
even  a  worse  condition  of  affairs,  namely,  a  net  loss. 

Even  where  the  rolling  stock  added  does  represent  a  net  gain  in  the 
road’s  carrying  capacity  another  consideration  must  be  taken  into  account 
liefore  credit  can  be  given  for  any  real  achievements  so  far  as  averting  car 
shortage  is  concerned.  The  natural  increase  in  the  business  originating 
along  the  lines  of  the  various  roads  is  large  and  fairly  consistent  year  by 
year.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  a  definite  proportion  of  new  equipment 
must  be  charged  against  this  increase  in  business  before  any  credit  can  be 
given  for  genuine  effort  to  relieve  the  shippers  from  the  embarrassments 
and  losses  to  which  they  are  subjected  every  fall. 

Were  complete  statistics  available  for  each  road  showing  the  number 
of  new  cars  needed  annually  for  the  two  purposes  stated,  namely,  the 
replacement  of  worn  out  equipment  and  the  offsetting  of  the  increase  in 
business,  it  is  highly  probable  that  many  railroad  companies  which  profess 
to  be  striving  to  relieve  the  situation  would  prove  to  be  doing  nothing,  in 
fact,  but  if  anything,  falling  further  and  further  behind. 

The  Passing  of  the  Gondola. 

A  subject  which  is  coming  up  with  constantly  increasing  frequency  in 
our  letters  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  in  ways  which  show  it  to  be 
of  no  slight  interest  and  importance  is  the  evident  and  rapid  decrease  in  the 
supply  of  gondola  cars,  a  change  in  conditions  which  is  fraught  with  the 
most  serious  consequences  to  a  large  and  important  element  in  the  coal 
trade  of  the  country.  Back  of  this  change  there  lie  two  entirely  separate  and 
distinct  causes,  one  a  response  to  a  demand  from  a  portion  of  the  coal  trade 
itself,  the  other  having  its  rise  in  the  progress  and  development  of  the  art  of 
car  construction. 

The  first  of  the  causes  is  due  to  the  demands  of  large  buyers  and  con¬ 
sumers  of  coal,  having  plants  reached  by  switches,  buying  in  such  large 
quantities  that  initial  cost  of  improvements  is  quickly  repaid  by  increased 
economy  in  operation,  and  supplied  with  ample  means  to  equip  themselves 
with  whatever  is  needful  for  the  most  expeditious  method  possible  of  un¬ 
loading.  To  buyers  of  this  class  it  became  intolerable  that  they  should  be 
obliged  to  use  the  slow  and,  on  a  large  scale,  expensive  methods  necessary 
for  unloading  gondolas ;  they  demanded  relief  by  the  provision  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  type  of  car.  The  result  was.  the  devising  and  perfecting  of  the  hopper- 
bottomed  car  and  its  adoption  cn  a  large  scale  by  the  railroads. 

Parallel  with  the  development  which  brought  the  hopper  into  vogue,  the 
car-builders  were  perfecting  the  series  of  experiments  which  have  culmi¬ 
nated  in  the  steel  coal  cars  of  today,  which  have  already  so  largely  dis¬ 
placed  the  wooden  ones  of  a  decade  ago.  With  the  use  of  steel  with  its 
much  greater  strength,  the  size  of  cars  was  naturally  increased,  making 
fifty-ton  cars  the  rule  instead  of  the  exception,  thirty  and  forty-ton  cars 
scarce,  and  twenty-ton  cars  almost  unheard  of. 

The  large  buyer,  as  we  have  seen,  is  benefited  by  this  onward  march 
of  progress,  but  the  two  causes  enumerated  have  worked  to  the  double  dis¬ 
advantage  of  the  men  whose  annual  purchases  are  too  small  to  warrant 
trestle-building  and  the  erection  of  coal-pockets  with  mechanical  conveyors 
and  other  up-to-date  modern  devices,  even  if  they  have  sufficient  capital. 
But  the  average  small  retailer  or  manufacturer  can  not,  even  if  he  would, 
for  the  outlay  is  greater  than  he  can  afford. 

This,  then,  is  the  situation  as  it  presents  itself  toda}-.  The  railroads, 
on  the  one  hand,  retiring  gondolas  and  small  cars  in  general,  and  trying  to 
force  every  one  to  receive  their  shipments  in  the  big  steel  hoppers.  The 
smaller  retailers,  on  the  other  hand,  with  all  their  other  troubles,  driven 
to  greater  expense  and  inconvenience  than  in  the  past,  by  the  necessity  of 
shoveling  their  coal  out  of  these  awkward  and  all  but  impossible  cars  with 
their  much  higher  sides  and  their  sloping  bottoms.  Moreover,  for  the  com¬ 
plaint  is  a  double  one,  the  cars  are  so  large  that  their  capacity  is  far  in 
excess  of  the  quantity  wanted  at  one  time  by  these  dealers,  more,  often,  than 
they  can  either  sell  at  once,  or  store. 

In  behalf  of  the  large  and  hopper-bottomed  cars  it  is  urged  that  they 
are  simply  the  natural  and  inevitable  result  of  a  progress  whose  march  can 
not  be  stopped,  that  their  becoming  the  universal  and  only  type  is  inevitable, 
and  that  consequently  retailers  will  have  to  conform  to  the  new  order  of 
things  or  get  out  of  the  business  and  give  place  to  those  who  will  so  con¬ 
form.  Coal  cars,  it  is  said,  are  coal  cars,  and  the  railways  therefore  can 
not  be  expected  to  provide  more  than  one  tj'pe. 

But  this  is  a  one-sided  view  of  the  case.  It  might  with  equal  reason 
be  argued  that  stock  cars  are  stock  cars,  and  that  therefore  horses  and  cattle 
should  be  carried  in  the  same  kind  of  cars.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is. 
the  railroad  companies  should  provide  equipment  suited  to  the  needs  of 
any  considerable  number  of  their  patrons.  The  number  of  those  whose 
imperative  needs  demand  thirty  and  forty-ton  gondolas  is  very  large,  and 
we  look  to  see  this  subject  taken  up  in  the  near  future  with  earnestness 
and  determination  by  the  various  retail  associations,  local,  state  and  national. 
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Meeting  of  the  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  International 
Council  of  Coal  Merchants  convened  at  the  Hotel 
Henry  in  Pittsburg  at  ten  a.  in.  Wednesday 
morning,  September  twelfth.  At  the  roll  call 
there  were  present  twenty-one  delegates,  repre- 
seninig  fifteen  associations,  out  of  a  total  mem- 
bershin  of  eighteen  associations  in  the  general 
council.  The  president  of  the  council,  William 
F.  Endress,  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  occupied  the 
chair,  and  was  assisted  i.n  the  preliminary  pro¬ 
ceedings  by  the  permanent  secretary,  Mr.  W.  M. 
Bertolet,  of  Reading,  Pa.  The  following  asso¬ 
ciations  by  their  delegates  were  present  at  the 
opening  of  the  council :  The  Northwestern  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  represented  by  W.  G.  Has¬ 
kell,  president,  and  G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary;  the 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Towa  and  Ne¬ 
braska,  represented  by  Edward  _H._  Betts,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  association ;  the  Illinois  &  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  represented  by  its 
secretary,  Frank  Lukens,  and  Delos  Hull;  the 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Michigan  and  In¬ 
diana,  represented  by  F.  A.  Hobbs,  president, 
and  G.  H.  Harris,  secretary;  the  New  York  & 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  repre¬ 
sented  by  G.  H.  Mitchell  and  Scott  Baldwin;  the 
Canadian  Retail  Coal  Association,  represented 
by  John  C.  Hay,  president  of  the  association;  the 
Pennsylvania  Retail  Merchants’  Coal  Association, 
represented  by  Samuel  B.  Crowell ;  the  Kansas 
&  Missouri  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  rep¬ 
resented  by  C.  A.  Cruikshank;  the  Kentucky  & 
Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Association,  represented 
by  George  C.  Tabb ;  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  of  the  New  England  States,  repre¬ 
sented  by  F.  G.  Humphrey;  the  Wholesale  & 
Retail  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio,  represented 
by  Ford  R.  Cate,  secretary ;  the  Eastern  &  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  repre¬ 
sented  by  John  H.  Lynch;  the  Coal  Associatio.n 
of  New  York  City,  represented  by  J.  Samuel 
Smoot;  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange,  repre¬ 
sented  by  Samuel  B.  Crowell ;  the  Baltimore 
Coal  Exchange,  represented  by  B.  M.  Watts. 

Remarks  by  President  Endress. 

On  taking  the  chair  President  Endress  con¬ 
gratulated  the  council  on  the  representative  body 
of  members  present,  which  he  stated  was  a  minia¬ 
ture  reproduction  of  the  general  membership  of 
the  council.  Mr.  Endress  did  not  deliver  a  form¬ 
al  address  nor  did  he  have  a  written  report ;  but 
in  his  remarks  he  referred  to  the  policy  of  the 
organization,  which  he  characterized  as  being 
one  of  safe  conservatism ;  “much  work  had  been 
done,”  he  said,  “and  much  good  had  been  accorn- 
plished  for  the  benefit  of  the  retail  dealer  in 
coal.”  “The  principal  points  of  interest  and 
value  to  the  organization,”  the  president  stated, 
“centered  around  and  was  accomplished  by  the 
bureau  of  information.”  In  the  report  of  the 
secretary,  which  is  given  herewith  in  detail,  com¬ 
ment  is  made  on  the  work  of  the  bureau  of  in¬ 
formation,  and  some  of  the  results  obtained  by 
this  committee  are  cited. 

•  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  secretary  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re¬ 
port  for  the  period  beginning  September  twenty-first, 
1005.  and  ending  September  twelfth,  1906: 

The  work'  of  the  council  naturally  falls,  under  these 
heads,  viz..  Organization,  Bureau'  of  Information, 
Finances  and  Miscellaneous  Matter. 

Eighteen  associations  attended  the  merger  meeting  at 
Buffalo  a  year  ago.  Of  this  number,  sixteen  actually 
affiliated  with  the  council  with  a  representative  member¬ 
ship  of  twenty-three  members.  The  associations  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee,  and  Texas  and  Maine  have  not 
formally  joined  this  work,  but  it  will  be  remembered  that 
the  delegates  of  these  associations  joined  the  council  at 
Buffalo  on  condition  of  ratification  by  their  respective 
executive  committees.  To  date  we  have  not  received  any 
notice  of  such  executive  action.  The  membership,  then, 
comprises  sixteen  state  associations  with  twenty-three 
representative  m.embers. 

Since  the  Buffalo  meeting  the  scope  of  possible  mem¬ 
bership  has  broadened  by  the  organization  of  several  new 
state  and  interstate  associations,  viz.,  the  Southeastern 
Association  and  the  Associations  of  Colorado,  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  All  these  organizations  we  expect 
to  secure  as  members  during  the  coming  year. 

^  No  sooner  had  merger  been  accomplished  than  the  cou'n- 
cil  received  complaint  from  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Asso¬ 
ciation  against  the  Northwestern  Association,  alleging 
that  the  Northwestern  Association  had  encroached  upon 
the  territory  of  jurisdiction  of  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska 
Association  by  soliciting  and  obt''ining  members  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  asking  that  the  counci]  decide  which 
of  these  two  associations  is  entitled  to  solicit  and  obtain 
memberships  in  the  state  of  Towa.  The  secretary’s  office 


did  everything  possible  to  get  at  the  facts  on  both  sides 
of  the  case,  compiled  the  same  and  submitted  the  report 
to  the  board  of  directors.  The  board  unanimously  de¬ 
cided  that  Iowa  and  Nebraska  has  a  prior  right  to  Iowa 
memberships.  Both  parties  were  duly  notified  of  this 
(iecision,  but  to  date  the  Northwestern  Association  has 
(lone  nothing  to  relieve  the  situation  so  far  as  this  office 
is  officially  informed.  The  secretary  has  received  a  peti¬ 
tion  from  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Association  praying  for 
rehearing  of  the  whole  question. 

The  next  step,  in  effecting  the  organization  of  the 
council,  was  the  incorporation  of  the  society  under  the 
laws  of  Illinois,  which  was  accomplished  through  the 
secretary’s  office. 

Work  of  the  Bureau  of  Information. 

Perhaps  the  most  important,  and  certainly  the  most 
interesting,  phase  of  the  work  during  the  past  year  was 
the  Bureau  of  Information.  Fortunately  and  unfor¬ 
tunately,  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
theoretical  idea  of  'the  jjlan  involving  the  bulletining  by 
the  International  Council  of  Shippers,  who,  knowingly, 
disregard  the  retail  coal  interests.  We  say  fortunately, 
because  it  speak's  well  for  the  council  to  report  tliat  no 
less  than  forty-three  cases  have  been  adjusted  without 
calling  upon  the  full  positive  influence  of  the  council. 
The  trustee  of  the  organization  has  proved  powerful 
enough  to  win  over  a  number  of  shippers.  This  trustee, 
together  with  a  fixed  policy  of  co-operation  with  the 
shipper,  has  given  the  council  a  position  in  the  coal 
trade  which  insures  the  interests  of  the  retail  coal  man 
against  unreasonable  and  malicious  infringement  upon 
that  class  of  trade  which  general  consent  concedes  to 
him.  We  say  unfortunately,  because  in  the  cases  which 
we  have  failed  to  adjust  it  was  found  that  we  could  not 
summon  enough  influence  to  compel  recognition.  In  fact, 
the  only  instances  in  which  the  council  has  not  received 
recognition  from  the  shipper  have  been  in  those  few  cases 
where  the  shipper  has  no  interests  in  the  retail  coal 
trade.  The  secretary’s  office,  during  the  first  four  months, 
was  besieged  by  an  entan.gled  mass  of  petty  cases,_  many 
of  which  were  months  old,  antedating  the  organization 
itself.  These  shipments  largely  originated  among  small 
jobbers  or  operators  in  Chicago  and  the  State  of  Illinois. 
In  some  instances  it  was  found  that  the  offending  ship¬ 
per  did  not  possess  a  single  patron  in  the  retail  coal  trade. 
Several  cases  coming  up  under  the  Bureau  of  Informa¬ 
tion  went  off  on  personal  ground,  owing  to  misunderstand¬ 
ing  between  the  state  secretary  and  the  shipper.  This 
class  of  cases  serves  to- emphasize  the  necessity  of  using 
extreme  tact  in  dealing  with  the  shipping  interests,  in 
order  that  the  principles  at  issue  may  not  be  lost  sight  of 
by  reason  of  personal  feeling  against  the  operator  or  the 
secretary. 

On  the  whole,  the  accompanying  report  will  show  that 
the  council  has  had  considerable  influence  wherever  in¬ 
fluence  was  possible  by  reason  of  patronage  existing 
within  its  ranks. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  council  is  stable.  The 
board  of  directors  so  carefully  figured  out  the  expenses 
of  the  past  year  that  today  we  find  enough  money  in  the 
treasury  to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  the  past  year. 

Under  miscellaneous  matter,  the  most  important  case 
handled  by  the  council  during  the  past  year  was  the  com¬ 
plaint  filed  against  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  al¬ 
leging  the  sale  of  coal  direct  to  its  employes  over  the 
heads  of  the  retail  coal  trade,  and  granting  special  freight 
rates  on  such  coal,  and  praying  that  this  custom  be 
discontinued  in  the  interests  of  the  retail  coal  trade 
at  large.  The  case  was  presented  verbally  to  Mr.  J.  B. 
Thayer,  Jr,,  fourth  vice-president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Co.  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Thayer,  the  whole 
matter  was  placed  before  him  in  writing  by  the  secre- 
lary.  After  months  of  consideration,  Mr.  Thayer  ad¬ 
vised  the  council  that,  at  the  present  time,  they  could 
not  see  their  way  clear  to  abolish  the  custom,  owing  to 
the  labor  situation.-  We  have  been  assured,  however,  that 
strict  instructions  have  been  renewed  to  all  employes 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  forbidding  them  to  dispose 
of  coal  to  non-employes.  Any  violations  of  these  instruc¬ 
tions  which  come  to  the  notice  of  the  council  will  be 
promptly  forwarded  to  Mr.  Thayer,  who  has  promisen 
to  thoroughly  investigate  any  such  case. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  advantages  of  the  council 
has  been  its  ability  to  answer  the  many  questions  which 
have  been  presented  to  it  during  the  past  year,  relating 
to  general  trade  conditions.  We  have  received  a  large 
number  of  communications  relative  to  trade  conditions,  all 
of  which  we  have  been  able  to  answer,  because  we  find 
ourselves  representing  the  trade  as  a  whole  and  thor¬ 
oughly  familiar  with  every  movement  going  on  within 
the  trade. 

In  the  report  of  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  M. 
Bertolet,  a  number  of  interesting  matters  were 
brought  forward.  The  secretary  also  read  a 
special  “report  of  complaints,”  which  was  the  re¬ 
sult  largely  of  the  work  of  the  bureau  of  infor¬ 
mation.  This  report  was  a  list  in  detail  of  com¬ 
plaints,  filed  by  members  of  the  council  against 
various  shippers  and  producers  of  coal.  These 
were  varied  in  their  character  and  showed  that 
the  coal  operator  and  the  wholesaler  were  not 
always  “at  one”  with  the  retail  coal  merchant. 

Sale  of  Coal  to  Railway  Employes. 

A  most  important  subject  of  discussion,  and 
one  which  was  prominent  among  many  of  the 
various  members  of  the  council  during  the  year, 
was  the  stand  taken  by  the  Philadelphia,  Balti¬ 
more,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  associations 
against  the  Pennsylvania  and  other  railroads  in 
the  practice  of  selling  coal  to  employes.  The 
associations  mentioned  made  a  strong  effort  to 
have  such  customs  officially  stopped  by  the  rail¬ 
roads,  but  all  the  satisfaction  they  could  obtain 


was  the  sending  out  of  an  order  by  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Thayer,  of  the  Pennsylvania  railway,  pro¬ 
hibiting  all  employes  to  traffic  in  coal;  that  is, 
that  they  must  quit  reselling  coal  to  their  friends, 
or  any  one  else  to  wlioin  tliey  liad  been 
accustomed  to  dispose  of  large  quantities  every 
month.  This  practice  among  the  railway  em¬ 
ployes,  it  seems,  has  cut  heavy  inroads  into  the 
trade  of  many  retail  dealers,  and  the  council  is 
gratified  that  they  have  won  a  victory  in  the 
matter,  even  though  it  be  but  a  partial  one. 

Among  the  committees  reporting,  the  one  that 
was  of  the  greatest  interest  to  the  council  was 
the  report  on  “Short  Weight  and  Demurrage,” 
made  by  Mr.  Robert  Lake,  of  Jackson,  Mich.  In 
his  report  Mr.  Lake  said  that  “although  no  tan¬ 
gible  results  had  been  accomplished,  yet  much 
good  had  been  done  in  the  way  of  working  up  a 
proper  sentiment  among  the  members  and  the 
general  public,  especially  the  daily  receiver  of 
carload  lots  of  merchandise.”  Mr.  Lake  said 
that  he  “was  firmly  convinced  that  the  railroads 
were  playing  a  ‘waiting  game,’  and  that  in  any 
event  they  would  do  but  little  and  possibly  noth¬ 
ing  until  they  were  forced  to  do  so.”  Along 
this  line  he  suggested  that  some  action  by  the 
council  should  be  taken,  and  thought  that  the 
best  wTiy  to  get  at  the  matter  was  to  make  a 
test  case  and  bring  suit  against  some  railroad. 

At  the  closing  session  of  the  council  the  fol¬ 
lowing  officers  were  elected  :  President,  Wm.  F. 
Endress.  of  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ;  vice-president, 
Robert  Lake,  of  Jackson,  Mich. ;  treasurer,  C.  A. 
Cruikshank,  of  Hannibal,  Mo. ;  secretary,  W.  M. 
Bertolet,  of  Reading,  Pa.  The  following  board 
of  directors  was  also  elected:  J.  C.  Hay,  Listo- 
well,  Ontario ;  C.  M.  Morse,  Winona,  Minn. ; 
F.  G.  FTumphrey,  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  J.  Samuel 
Smoot,  New  York  cit.v,  and  F.  E.  Lukens,  of 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Power  From  Waste  Gases. 

H.  E.  Wimperis,  a  member  of  the  Institution 
of  Civil  Engineers  in  England,  has  written  an 
article  stating  that  the  attention  of  the  English 
manufacturers  is  being  drawn  more  and  more  to 
the  great  vogue  on  the  continent  of  the  waste- 
power  gas  engine. 

Dr.  H.  Hoffman  recently  read  a  paper  before 
the  Society  of  German  Engineers  on  the  subject 
in  which  he  estimated  that  in  Germany  no  less 
than  six  hundred  thousand  horse  power  might 
be  obtained  from  the  surplus  gases  of  coke  ovens, 
and  an  additional  one  million  horse  power  from 
the  \vaste  gases  of  blast  furnaces.  The  first  gas 
engine  plant  dealing  with  coke  oven  gases  was 
put  into  operation  in  1894  in  Germany,  and  there 
are  now  constructed  or  under  construction  gas 
engines  capable  of  delivering  no  less  than  four 
hundred  thousand  horse  power  when  operated 
with  “poor  gases.”  Mr.  Wimperis  says: 

“During  last  year  alone  one  German  firm  is 
reported  to  have  constructed  one  hundred  and 
forty  such  engines,  of  a  combined  capacity  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  horse  power. 
This  shows  a  movement  of  the  keenest  vitality. 
Less  progress  has  been  made  in  the  United  States, 
but  American  engineers  are  watching  affairs  very 
closely  and  are  not  likely  to  allow  themselves  to 
be  left  far  behind  in  any  improvement  which 
makes  for  economy  in  manufacturing  costs.  Mr. 
Rossi,  an  American,  has  estimated  that  the  power 
which  could  be  saved  in  the  metallurgical  indus¬ 
tries  of  the  states  must  amount  to  some  millions 
of  horse  power,  and  he  has  expressed  the  Opinion 
that  an  output  of  fully  one  million  horse  power 
could  be  maintained  continuously.” 

Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  (Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  .'Xu.gust  twenty-first,  amounted  to 
162,076  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
3,749,543  tons,  as  compared  with  5,623,043  tons 
for  the  correspondin.g  period  last  year,  a  decrease 
of  1,873,500  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
1,158  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  41,656  tons, 
as  compared  with  5'.i,662  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  vear,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year  of 
18,006  tons. 
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An  Act  to  regulate  commerce. 

/><■  il  i-)iarU-(l  by  the  Senate  and  House  i>l 
Rej^resentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  Coni’i'css  assembled'.  That  the  provisions 
of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  any 
Scope  of  the  corporation  or  any  person  or 
.imilicahle  PC^sons  engaged  in  the  transpor¬ 

tation  of  oil  or  other  commodity, 
except  water  and  except  natural  or  artificial 
gas  by  means  of  pipe  lines  or  partly  by  pipe 
lines  and  partly  by  railroad,  or  partly  by  pipe 
lines  and  partly  by  water,  who  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  and  held  to  be  common  carriers  within 
the  meaning  and  purpose  of  this  Act,  and  to 
any  common  carrier  or  carriers  engaged  in 
the  transportation  of  passengers  or  property 
wholly  by  railroad  (or  partly  by  railroad  and 
partly  by  water  when  both  are  used  under  a 
common  control,  management  or  arrangement 
for  a  continuous  carriage  or  shipment),  from 
one  state  or  territory  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  any  other  state 
or  territory  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  or  from  one  place  in  a  terri¬ 
tory  to  another  place  in  the  same  territory,  or 
from  any  place  in  the  United  States  to  an 
adjacent  foreign  country,  or  from  any  place 
in  the  United  States  through  a  foreign  country 
to  any  other  place  in  the  United  States,  and 
also  to  the  transportation  in  like  manner  of 
property  shipped  from  any  place  in  the  United 
States  to  a  foreign  country  and  carried  from 
such  place  to  a  port  of  trans-shipment,  or 
shipped  from  a  foreign  country  to  any  place 
in  the  United  States  and  carried  to  such  place 
from  a  port  of  entry  either  in  the  United  States 
or  an  adjacent  foreign  country:  Provided, 
however.  That  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall 
not  apply  to  the  transportation  of  passengers 
or  property,  or  to  the  receiving,  delivering, 
storage,  or  handling  of  property  wholly  within 
one  state  and  not  shipped  to  or  from  a  foreign 
country  from  or  to  any  state  or  territory  as 
aforesaid. 

The  term  “common  carrier,”  as  used  in  this 
Act,  shall  include  express  companies  and 
sleeping  car  companies.  The 
Express  and  term  “railroad,”  as  used  in  this 
sleeping  car  com-  ^  ^  shall  include  all  bridges 
mon  carriers.  and  femes  used  or  operated  in 
connection  with  any  railroad, 
and  also  all  the  road  in  use  by  any  corpora¬ 
tion  operating  a  railroad,  whether  owned  or 
operated  under  a  contract,  agreement,  or  lease, 
and  shall  also  include  all 
ncfintT'”  switches,  spurs,  tracks  and 
terminal  facilities  of  every  kind 
used  or  necessary  in  the  transportation  of  the 
persons  or  property  designated  herein,  and  also 
all  freight  depots,  yards  and  grounds  used  or 
necessary  in  the  transportation  or  delivery  of 
any  of  said  property;  and  the 
dlfincT'”'"'''”"”  term  “transportation”  shall  in¬ 
clude  cars  and  other  vehicles 
and  all  instrumentalities  and  facilities  of  ship¬ 
ment  or  carriage,  irrespective  of  ownership  or 
of  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  for  the 
use  thereof  and  all  services  in  connection  with 
the  receipt,  delivery,  elevation  and  transfer  in 
transit,  ventilation,  refrigeration  or  icing,  stor¬ 
age  and  handling  of  property  transported;  and 
.  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every 

riers!^*  Carrier  subject  to  the  provisions 

of  this  Act  to  provide  and  fur¬ 
nish  such  transportation  upon  reasonable  re¬ 
quest  therefor,  and  to  establish  through  routes 
and  just  and  reasonable  rates  applicable 
thereto. 

All  charges  made  for  any  service  rendered 
or  to  be  rendered  in  the  transportation  of  pas¬ 
sengers  or  property  as  aforesaid. 
Just  and  reason-  or  in  connection  therewith,  shall 
required!'^^^*  be  just  and  reasonable;  and 
every  unjust  and  unreasonable 
charge  for  such  service  or  any  part  thereof  is 
prohibited  and  declared  to  be  unlawful. 

No  common  carrier  subject  to  the  provisions 


Commerce  Law  as  Amended  by 
Hepburn  liate  Law. 


of  this  Act  shall,  after  January  first,  1907, 
directly  or  indirectly  issue  or 
Erec  transporta  give  any  interstate  free  ticket, 
pass,  or  free  transportation 
for  passengers,  except  to  its  em¬ 
ployes  and  their  families,  its  officers,  agents, 
surgeons,  physicians  and  attorneys-at-law;  to 
ministers  of  religion,  traveling  secretaries  of 
railroad  Young  Men’s  Christian  Associations, 
inmates  of  hospitals,  and  charitable  and 
eleemosynary  institutions,  and  persons  exclu¬ 
sively  engaged  in  charitable  and  eleemosynary 
work;  to  indigent,  destitute  and  homeless  per¬ 
sons  and  to  such  persons  when  transported  by 
charitable  societies  or  hospitals,  and  the  neces¬ 
sary  agents  employed  in  such  transportation; 
to  inmates  of  the  national  homes  or  state 
homes  for  disabled  volunteer  soldiers  and  of 
soldiers’  and  sailors’  homes,  including  those 
about  to  enter  and  those  returning  home  after 
discharge,  and  boards  of  managers  of  such 
homes;  to  necessary  caretakers  of  live  stock, 
poultry  and  fruit;  to  employes  on  sleeping  cars, 
express  cars,  and  to  linemen  of  telegraph  and 
telephone  companies;  to  railway  mail  service 
employes,  postoffice  inspectors,  customs  in¬ 
spectors  and  immigration  inspectors;  to  news¬ 
boys  on  trains,  baggage  agents,  witnesses  at¬ 
tending  any  legal  investigation  in  which  the 
common  carrier  is  interested,  persons  injured 
in  wrecks,  and  physicians  and  nurses  attending 
such  persons:  Provided,  That  this  provision 
shall  not  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  inter¬ 
change  of  passes  for  the  officers,  agents  and 
employes  of  common  carriers  and  their  fami¬ 
lies:  nor  to  prohibit  any  common  carrier  from 
carrying  passengers  free  with  the  object  of 
providing  relief  in  cases  of  general  epidemic, 
pestilence,  or  other  calamitous  visitation.  Any 
common  carrier  violating  this  provision  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
^'^scribed  meanor,  and  for  each  offense,  on 

conviction,  shall  pay  to  the 
United  States  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars  nor  more  than  two  thousand 
dollars,  and  any  person,  other  than  the  persons 
excepted  in  this  provision,  who  uses  any  such 
interstate  free  ticket,  free  pass  or  free  transpor¬ 
tation  shall  be  subject  to  a  like  penalty.  Juris¬ 
diction  of  offenses  under  this  provision  shall 
be  the  same  as  that  provided  for  offenses  in  an 
Act  entitled,  “An  Act  to  further  regulate  com¬ 
merce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the 
States,”  approved  February  nineteenth,  1903, 
and  any  amendment  thereof. 

From  and  after  May  first,  1908,  it  shall  be 
unlawful  for  any  railroad  com- 
Unlawful  for  pany  to  transport  from  any 
carriers  to  trans-  state,  territory.  Or  the  District 
n%duced”bv  '  Columbia  to  any  other  state, 
them.  territory,  or  the  District  of  Co¬ 

lumbia,  or  to  any  foreign  coun¬ 
try,  any  article  or  commodity,  other  than 
timber  and  the  manufactured  products  thereof, 
manufactured,  mined  or  produced  by  it,  or 
under  its  authority,  or  which  it  may  own  in 
whole  or  in  part,  or  in  which  it  may  have 
any  interest  direct  or  indirect  except  such 
articles  or  commodities  as  may  be  necessary 
and  intended  for  its  use  in  the  conduct  of  its 
business  as  a  common  carrier. 

Any  common  carrier  subject  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  Act,  upon  applica- 
Ail  proper  tion  of  any  lateral,  branch  line 
?ions  'n'usT’bc  railroad,  or  of  any  shipper 

made.  tendering  interstate  traffic  for 

transportation,  shall  construct, 
maintain,  and  operate  upon  reasonable  terms 
a  switch  connection  with  any  such  lateral, 
branch  line  of  railroad,  or  private  side  track 
which  may  be  constructed  to  connect  with  its 
railroad,  where  such  connection  is  reasonably 
practical  and  can  be  put  in  with  safety  and  will 
furnish  sufficient  business  to  justify  the  con¬ 
struction  and  maintenance  of  the  same;  and 
shall  furnish  cars  for  the  movement  of  such 
traffic  to  the  best  of  its  ability  without  dis¬ 
crimination  in  favor  of  or  against  any  such 


shipper.  If  any  common  carrier  shall  fail  to 
install  and  operate  any  such  switch  or  con¬ 
nection  as  aforesaid,  on  applica- 
.\uthority  given  tion  therefor  in  writing  by  any 
compd'"*sw"tch°  shipper,  such  shipper  may  make 
connections.  Complaint  to  the  Commission, 
as  provided  in  section  thirteen 
of  this  Act,  and  the  Commission  shall  hear  and 
investigate  the  same  and  shall  determine  as 
to  the  safety  and  practicability  thereof  and 
justification  and  reasonable  compensation 
therefor,  and  the  Commission  may  make  an 
order,  as  provided  in  section  fifteen  of  this 
Act,  directing  the  common  carrier  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  this  section  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  such  order,  and  such  order  shall  be 
enforced  as  hereinafter  provided  for  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  all  other  orders  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  other  than  orders  for  the  payment  of 
money. 

Section  2.  That  if  any  common  carrier  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall,  directly 
or  indirectly,  by  any  special 
Rebates  and  rate,  rebate,  drawback,  or  other 
Uon"  unlaw^ur'  device,  charge,  demand,  collect 
or  receive  from  any  person  or 
persons  a  greater  or  less  compensation  for 
any  service  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered,  in 
the  transportation  of  passengers  or  property, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  than  it 
charges,  demands,  collects,  or  receives  from 
any  other  person  or  persons  for  doing  for 
him  or  them  a  like  and  contemporaneous  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  transportation  of  a  like  kind  of 
traffic  under  substantially  similar  circumstances 
and  conditions,  such  common  carrier  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  unjust  discrimination,  which 
is  hereby  prohibited  and  declared  to  be  un¬ 
lawful. 

Section  3.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
common  carrier  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act  to  make  or  give  any  undue  or  un¬ 
reasonable  preference  or  advantage  to  any 
particular  person,  company. 
Unreasonable  firm,  corporation,  or  locality,  or 

prejudice^  any  particular  description  of 

unlawful.  traffic,  in  any  respect  whatso¬ 

ever,  or  to  subject  any  par¬ 
ticular  person,  company,  firm,  corporation,  or 
locality,  or  any  particular  description  of  traffic, 
to  anj'  undue  or  unreasonable  prejudice  or 
disadvantage  in  any  respect  whatsoever. 

Every  common  carrier  subject  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  act  shall,  according  to  their  re¬ 
spective  powers,  afford  all  rea- 
traffic  ’"reqVred.  ^onable,  proper,  and  equal  fa¬ 
cilities  for  the  interchange  of 
traffic  between  their  respective  lines,  and  for 
the  receiving,  forwarding,  and  delivering  of 
passengers  and  property  to  and  from  their 
several  lines  and  those  connecting  therewith, 
and  shall  not  discriminate  in  their  rates  and 
charges  between  such  connecting  lines;  but 
this  shall  not  be  construed  as  requiring  any 
such  common  carrier  to  give  the  use  of  its 
tracks  or  terminal  facilities  to  another  carrier 
engaged  in  like  business. 

Section  4.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  common  carrier  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act  to  charge  or  receive  anj-  greater 
compensation  in  the  aggregate 
Compensation  for  the  transportation  of  pas- 
short°haufs"‘^  sengers  or  of  like  kind  of  prop- 
exceptions.  ’  ert}’.  under  substantially  similar 
circumstances  and  conditions, 
for  a  shorter  than  for  a  longer  distance  over 
the  same  line,  in  the  same  direction,  the 
shorter  being  included  within  the  longer  dis¬ 
tance;  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  as 
authorizing  any  common  carrier  within  the 
terms  of  this  act  to  charge  and  receive  as 
.great  compensation  for  a  shorter  as  for  a 
longer  distance:  Provided,  however.  That  upon 
application  to  the  Commission  appointed  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  common  car¬ 
rier  may,  in  special  cases,  after  investigation 
by  the  Commission,  be  authorized  to  charge 
less  for  longer  than  for  shorter  distances  for 
the  transportation  of  passengers  or  property; 
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and  the  Commission  may  from  time  to  time 
prescribe  the  extent  to  which  such  designated 
common  carrier  may  be  relived  from  the 
operation  of  this  section  of  this  act. 

Section  5.  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
common  carrier  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act  to  enter  into  any  contract,  agreement, 
or  combination  with  any  other  common  car¬ 
rier  or  carriers  for  the  pooling  of  freights  of 
different  and  competing  railroads,  or  to  divide 
between  them  the  aggregate  or 
Poolmg  of  in-  proceeds  of  the  earnings  of 

such  railroads,  or  any  portion 
thereof;  and  in  any  case  of  an  agreement  for 
the  pooling  of  freights  as  aforesaid,  each  day 
of  its  continuance  shall  be  deemed  a  separate 
offense. 

Section  6.  That  every  common  carrier  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  file 
with  the  Commission  created  by  this  Act 
and  print  and  keep  open  to 
Publication  of  public  inspection  schedules 
^tther  olnt^or '  showing  all  the  rates,  fares,  and 
separat^’rates!^  charges  for  transportation  be¬ 
tween  different  points  on  its 
own  route  and  between  points  on  its  own 
route  and  points  on  the  route  of  any  other 
carrier  by  railroad,  by  pipe  line,  or  by  water 
when  a  through  route  and  joint  rate  have  been 
established.  If  no  joint  rate  over  the  through 
route  has  been  established,  the  several  car¬ 
riers  in  such  through  route  shall  file,  print 
and  keep  open  to  public  inspection,  as  afore¬ 
said,  the  separately  established  rates,  fares, 
and  charges  applied  to  the  through  transpor¬ 
tation.  The  schedules  printed  as  aforesaid  by 
any  such  common  carrier  shall  plainly  state 
the  places  between  which  property  and  pas¬ 
sengers  will  be  carried,  and 
(intents  of  tar-  gh^ll  contain  the  classification  of 

.ffs  prescribed. 

State  separately  all  terminal  charges,  storage 
charges,  icing  charges,  and  all  other  charges 
which  the  Commission  may  require,  all  privi¬ 
leges  or  facilities  granted  or  allowed  and  any 
rules  or  regulations  which  in  any  wise  change, 
affect,  or  determine  any  part  or  the  aggregate 
of  such  aforesaid  rates,  fares,  and  charges,  or 
the  value  of  the  service  rendered  to  the  pas¬ 
senger,  shipper,  or  consignee.  Such  schedules 
shall  be  plainly  printed  in  large  type  and  copies 
for  the  use  of  the  public  shall 
uriffs^  be  kept  posted  in  two  public  and 

conspicuous  places  in  every 
depot,  station,  or  office  of  such  carrier  where 
passengers  or  freight,  respectively,  are  re¬ 
ceived  for  transportation,  in  such  form  that 
they  shall  be  accessible  to  the  public  and  can 
be  conveniently  inspected.  The  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  apply  to  all  traffic,  transpor¬ 
tation,  and  facilities  defined  in  this  Act. 

Any  common  carrier  subject  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act  receiving 
Tariffs  on  freight  freight  in  the  United  States  to 
carried  through  carried  through  a  foreign 

country."  Country  to  any  place  in  the 

United  States  shall  also  in  like 
manner  print  and  keep  open  to  public  inspec¬ 
tion,  at  every  depot,  or  office  where  such 

freight  is  received  for  shipment,  schedules 
showing  the  through  rates  established  and 

charged  by  such  common  carrier  to  all  points 
in  the  United  States  beyond  the  foreign  coun¬ 
try  to  which  it  accepts  freight  for  shipment; 
and  any  freight  shipped  from  the  United  States 
through  a  foreign  country  into  the  United 
States  the  through  rate  on  which  shall  not 
have  been  made  public,  as  required  by  this 
Act,  shall,  before  it  is  admitted  into  the 

United  States  from  said  foreign  country,  be 
subject  to  customs  duties  as  if  said  freight 
were  of  foreign  production. 

No  change  shall  be  made  in  the  rates,  fares, 
and  charges  or  joint  rates, 
Tbirty  days’  fares,  and  charges  which  have 

cbaifes”^  published  by  any 

c  langes.  common  carrier  in  compliance 

with  the  requirements  of  this  section,  except 
after  thirty  days’  notice  to  the  Commission  and 
to  the  public  published  as  aforesaid,  which 
shall  plainly  state  the  changes  proposed  to  be 
made  in  the  schedule  then  in  force  and  the 
time  when  the  changed  rates,  fares,  or  charges 
will  go  into  effect;  and  the  proposed  changes 
shall  be  shown  by  printing  new  schedules,  or 
shall  be  plainly  indicated  upon  the  schedules 
in  force  at  the  time  and  kept  open  to  public 


inspection:  Provided,  That  the  Commission 
may,  in  its  discretion  and  for  good  cause 
shown,  allow  changes  upon  less 
Discretionary  than  the  notice  herein  specified, 
power  of  Com-  or  modify  the  requirements  of 
mission  to  waive  section  in  respect  to  pub- 

notice.  lishmg,  posting,  and  filing  of 

tariffs,  either  in  particular  in¬ 
stances  or  by  a  general  order  applicable  to 
special  or  peculiar  circumstances  or  conditions. 

The  names  of  the  several  carriers  which  are 
parties  to  any  joint  tariff  shall  be  specified 
therein,  and  each  of  the  parties 
Joint  tariffs  and  thereto.  Other  than  the  one  filing 
all  otlier  traffic  the  Same,  shall  file  with  the 
fifcd*^wfth*  '’'^Commission  such  evidence  of 

Commission.  concurrence  therein  or  accept¬ 
ance  thereof  as  may  be  required 
or  approved  by  the  Commission,  and  where 
such  evidence  of  concurrence  or  ecceptance  is 
filed  it  shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  carriers 
filing  the  same  to  also  file  copies  of  the  tariffs 
in  which  they  are  named  as  parties. 

Every  common  carrier  subject  to  this  Act 
shall  also  file  with  said  Commission  copies  of 
all  contracts,  agreements,  or  arrangements 
with  other  common  carriers  in  relation  to  any 
traffic  affected  by  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
to  which  it  may  be  a  party. 

The  Commission  may  determine  and  pre¬ 
scribe  the  form  in  which  the 
Commission  has  schedules  required  by  this  sec- 
Se  forrof  tion  to  be  kept  open  to  public 
schedules.  inspection  shall  be  prepared  and 

arranged  and  may  change  the 
form  from  time  to  time  as  shall  be  found  ex¬ 
pedient. 

No  carrier  unless  otherwise  provided  by  this 
Act,  shall  engage  or  participate 
Carrier  must  not  the  transportation  of  passen- 
perform  services  gers  or  property,  as  defined  in 
for  which  rates  this  Act,  unless  the  rates,  fares, 
We'd  and  puT  and  charges  upon  which  the 
lished.  same  are  transported  by  said 

carrier  have  been  filed  and  pub¬ 
lished  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Act;  nor  shall  any  carrier  charge  or  de¬ 
mand  or  collect  or  receive  a  greater  or  less 
or  different  compensation  for  such  transporta¬ 
tion  of  passengers  or  property. 
No  variation  or  for  any  service  in  connection 
pSei  therewith,  between  the  points 
named  in  such  tariffs  than  the 
rates,  fares,  and  charges  which  are  specified 
in  the  tariff  filed  and  in  effect  at  the  time;  nor 
shall  any  carrier  refund  or  remit  in  any  man¬ 
ner  or  by  any  device  any  portion  of  the  rates, 
fares,  and  charges  so  specified,  nor  extend  to 
any  shipper  or  person  any  privileges  or  facili¬ 
ties  in  the  transportation  of  passengers  or 
property,  except  such  as  are  specified  in  such 
tariffs:  Provided,  That  wherever  the  word 
“carrier”  occurs  in  this  Act  it  shall  be  held  to 
mean  “common  carrier.” 

That  in  time  of  war  or  threatened  war  pref¬ 
erence  and  precedence  shall,  upon  the  de¬ 
mand  of  the  President  of  the 
Government  to  United  States,  be  given,  over 
have  preference  ^^er  traffic,  to  the  transpor- 

tation  of  troops  and  material  01 
war,  and  carriers  shall  adopt  every  means 
within  their  control  to  facilitate  and  expedite 
the  military  traffic. 

Section  7.  That  it  .sliall  be  unlawful  for  any 
common  carrier  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  act  to  enter  into  any  combination,  con¬ 
tract  or  agreement,  expressed 
Combinations  to  implied,  to  prevent  by  change 
iireak  continuity  of  time  schedule,  carnage  in 
of  shipment  un-  different  cars,  or  by  other  means 
must“ 'lie  “'coT.'’®''  or  devices,  the  carriage  of 
tinuous.  freights  from  being  continuous 

from  the  place  of  shipment  to 
the  place  of  destination;  and  no  break  of  bulk, 
stoppage,  or  interruption  made  by  such  com¬ 
mon  carrier  shall  prevent  the  carriage  of 
freights  from  being  and  being  treated  as  ona 
continuous  carriage  from  the  place  of  ship¬ 
ment  to  the  place  of  destination,  unless  such 
break,  stoppage,  or  interruption  was  made  in 
good  faith  for  some  necessary  purpose,  and 
without  any  intent  to  avoid  or  unnecessarily 
interrupt  such  continuous  carriage  or  to  evade 
anv  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  8.  That  in  case  any  common  car¬ 
rier  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 


both. 


do,  cause  to  be  done,  or  permit  to  be  done 
any  act,  matter,  or  thing  in  this  act  prohibited 
or  declared  to  be  unlawful,  or 
Carriers’  liability  ,](,  mat- 

or  amages.  ihinjr  in  this  act  required 

to  be  done,  such  common  carrier  shall  be 
liable  to  the  person  or  persons  injured  there- 
by  for  the  full  amotmt  of  damages  sustained 
in  consequence  of  any  stich  violation  ot  the 
jirovisions  of  this  act,  together  with  a  reason- 
alile  counsel  or  attorney’s  fee,  to  be  lixed  by 
the  court  in  every  case  of  recovery,  which 
attorney’s  fee  shall  be  taxed  and  collected  as 
part  of  the  costs  in  the  case. 

Section  9.  That  any  person  or  persons 
claiming  to  be  damaged  by  any  common  car¬ 
rier  subject  to  the  provisions 
,  .  of  this  act  may  cither  make 
claiTisgcs  com j)  1  ti 1 1 1 1  to  tlic  C_.ommission  <is 

may  make  com-  hereinafter  provided  for,  or 
jilaint  to  Com-  niay  bring  suit  in  his  or  their 
sue  in  federal  own  behalf  for  the  recovery  ot 
court,  but  not  the  damages  for  which  such 
common  carrier  may  be  liable 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  of  competent  jurisdiction;  but  such  per¬ 
son  or  persons  shall  not  have  the  right  to 
pursue  both  of  said  remedies,  and  must  in 
each  case  elect  which  one  of  the  two  methods 
irf  procedure  herein  provided  for  he  or  they 
will  adopt.  In  any  such  action  brought  for 
the  recovery  of  damages  the  court  before 
which  the  same  shall  be  pending  may  compel 
any  director,  officer,  receiver,  trustee,  or  agent 
of  the  corporation  or  company  defendant  in 
such  suit  to  attend,  appear,  and  testify  in  such 
case,  and  may  compel  the  production  of  the 
books  and  papers  of  such  corporation  or  com¬ 
pany  party  to  any  such  suit;  the  claim  that 
any  such  testimony  or  evidence  may  tend  to 
criminate  the  person  giving  such  evidence 
shall  not  excuse  such  witness  from  testifying, 
but  such  evidence  or  testimony  shall  not  be 
used  against  such  person  on  the  trial  of  any 
criminal  proceeding. 

■Section  lo.  That  any  common  carrier  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or,  whenever 
such  common  carrier  is  a  cor- 
Tation'o^f  director  or  officer 

law;  liability  of  thereof,  or  any  receiver,  trustee, 
officers  and  lessee,  agent,  or  person,  acting 
irectors.  e,^-,pioycd  by  such  cor¬ 

poration,  who,  alone  or  with  any  other  cor¬ 
poration,  company,  person,  or  party,  shall 
wilfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done,  or  shall  will¬ 
ingly  suffer  or  permit  to  be  done,  any  act, 
matter  or  thing  in  this  act  prohibited .  or  de¬ 
clared  to  be  unlawful,  or  who  shall  aid  or  abet 
therein,  or  shall  wilfully  omit  or  fail  to  do 
any  act,  matter,  or  thing  in  this  act  required 
to  be  done,  or  shall  cause  or  willingly  suffer 
or  permit  any  act,  matter,  or  thing  so  directed 
or  rc(|uired  by  this  act  to  be  done  not  to  be  so 
done,  or  shall  aid  or  abet  any  such  omission 
or  failure,  or  shall  be  guilty  of  any  infrac¬ 
tion  of  this  act,  or  shall  aid  or  abet  therein, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  district 
court  of  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  which  such  offense  was  committed,  be 
subject  to  a  fine  of  not  to  exceed  five  thousand 
dollars  for  each  offense:  Provided.  That  if  the 
offense  for  which  any  person  shall  be  con¬ 
victed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  an  unlawful  dis¬ 
crimination  in  rates,  fares,  or  charges,  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers  or  propertj’,  such 
person  shall,  in  addition  to  the  fine  herein- 
licfore  provided  for,  be  liable  to  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary  for  a  term  of  not  exceed¬ 
ing  two  years,  or  both  such  fine  and  imprison¬ 
ment.  in  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

.'\ny  common  carrier  subject  to  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act,  or,  whenever  such  common 
carrier  is  a  corporation,  any  officer  or  agent 
thereof,  or  anj'  person  acting 
Penalties  for  for  or  employed  by  such  cor¬ 
aiding  or  peniiii  poration.  who.  by  means  of 
ZL  o^p-aToV  [a'se  billing,  false  clarification, 
carriers  or  false  weighing,  or  false  report 
their  agents.  of  weight,  or  by  any  other  de¬ 
vice  or  means,  shall  knowingly 
and  wilfully  assist,  or  shall  willingly  suffer 
or  permit,  any  person  or  persons  to  obtain 
transportation  for  property  at  less  than  the 
regular  rates  then  established  and  in  force 
Continued  on  page  33. 
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Legal  Tangle  to  Be  Unraveled. 

Ill  order  to  decide  a  legal  question  that  lias 
hceii  botliering  the  officials  of  the  Pittshurgh 
Coal  Co.  and  the  Union  'I'riist  Co.  for  three 
or  four  years,  it  has  been  decided  to  file  a  bill 
in  equity  with  the  coal  company  as  plaintiff  and 
the  trust  company  as  defendant,  [iraying  the  court 
to  compel  the  trust  company  to  deliver  to  the 
coal  company  7,t)40  shares  of  preferred  stock  and 
.5, .'>,'58  shares  of  the  common  stock  of  the  coal 
coniiiany,  the  par  value  of  which  is  over  $1,11)0- 
000.  The  stock  is  held  in  trust  by  the  Union 
Trust  Co.  for  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  as  a 
guarantee  for  the  payment  of  a  $794,000  mortgage 
on  the  property  of  the  Northwestern  Coal  Rail¬ 
way  Co.,  which  was  assumed  by  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  railroad 
by  it. 

file  coal  company  now  wishes  to  arrange  for 
the  payment  of  the  mortgage  and  have  the  stock 
given  to  secure  its  payment  returned  to  it,  but 
it  is  alleged  that  the  trust  company  refused  to 
transfer  tlie  stock  back. 

In  the  bill  filed  by  the  plaintiff  company  it 
recites  that  it  entered  into  negotiations^  for  the 
purchase  of  the  Northwestern  Coal  Railway  Co. 
along  with  other  coal  properties  shortly  after 
being  incorporated  in  1899.  The  railway  com¬ 
pany,  at  the  time  of  its  purchase  by  the  coal 
company,  was  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  $794,000 
which  was  secured  by  an  issue  of  bonds  of  the 
company.  At  the  time  the  property  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  it  was  agreed 
that  the  entire  capital  stock  of  the  railway  com¬ 
pany,  consisting  of  ten  thousand  shares  of  par 
value  of  one  lumdred  dollars  each  should  be  ac¬ 
cepted  in  lieu  of  deeds,  on  the  payment  of  $1,.500- 
000,  the  purchase  price  of  the  railway  company. 
The  parties  to  the  purchase  also  agreed  that  the 
difference  between  the  purchase  i)rice  and  the 
$794,000  first  mortgage  bonds  outstanding,  should 
be  paid  in  cash  and  that  the  coal  company  would 
assume  the  payment  of  the  bonds. 

Later  the  contract  in  which  the  coal  company 
guaranteed  the  payment  of  the  bonds  was  exe¬ 
cuted  and  delivered  to  the  Farmers  Loan  & 
Trust  Co.  of  New  York,  as  trustee  for  the  bond¬ 
holders. 

An  arrangement,  so  it  is  stated,  by  the  plaintiff 
company  was  then  made  with  a  syndicate  in 
consideration  of  the  issue  to  it  of  thirty-two 
million  dollars  of  preferred  stock  and  thirty-two 
million  dollars  of  common  stock,  to  accept  from 
the  syndicate  certain  railroad  and  coal  properties, 
among  them  being  the  Northwestern  Coal  Rail¬ 
way  Co.  The  syndicate,  it  is  stated,  sold  the 
preferred  and  common  stock  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  on  the  following  basis :  For  each  one  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  par  of  preferred  and  seventy  dollars 
par  of  common  stock,  it  was  to  be  paid  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  and  the  syndicate 
with  the  consent  of  the  coal  company,  substituted 
for  the  $794,000  in  cash  it  was  to  pay  as  part 
consideration  for  the  property  and  franchises 
of  the  coal  company  7,940  shares  of  preferred 
and  5. ,'558  shares  of  common  stock  of  the  coal 
company,  which  the  company  accepted  from  the 
syndicate  as  consideration  for  assuming  and  guar¬ 
anteeing  to  pay  the  $794,000  outstanding  bonds 
of  the  Northwestern  Coal  Railway  Co. 

The  Union  Trust  Co.  is  trustee  for  all  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  properties,  and  it  is  claimed  the 
syndicate  transferred  to  the  trust  company  all 
of  the  .stock  held  by  it  under  the  agreement  with 
the  coal  company,  to  be  held  in  trust  to  be  issued 
to  vendors  of  property  to  the  coal  company, 
through  the  syndicate,  and  the  subscribers  to 
said  stocks. 

Tn  making  the  numerous  transfers  of  the 
stocks,  it  is  alleged,  through  inadvertence  or  mis¬ 
take,  the  stock  in  dispute  was  transferred  to  the 
coal  company  with  the  Union  Trust  Co.  named 
as  trustee,  such  transfer,  it  is  claimed,  being 
made  without  the  consent  or  authority  of  the 
coal  company. 

The  coal  company,  it  is  stated,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors  provided  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  $794,000  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
Northwestern  Coal  Railway  Co.  and  requested 
the  trust  company  to  transfer  the  stock  held 
hy  it  as  trustee,  which  the  latter  refused  to  do. 
The  coal  company  asks  the  court  to  compel  the 
trust  company  to  transfer  the  7,940  .shares  of 
])referred  and  5,558  shares  of  common  stock  of 
the  coal  company  to  it,  and  to  issue  the  proper 
certificates. 

Treasurer  Harry  W.  Gleffer,  of  the  Union 


Trust  Co.,  states  that  the  bill  is  an  amicable  one 
in  order  to  let  the  court  settle  a  question  of 
law,  so  that  both  i)artics  to  the  matter  may 
be  safe  in  the  transfer.  He  says  the  question 
has  bothered  both  parties  for  three  or  four  years, 
and  the  only  way  to  arrive  at  an  understanding 
is  to  get  a  legal  opinion  on  the  matter. 


New  Railroad  for  Pennsylvania 
Coke  Region. 

The  great  Connellsville  coke  region  is  to  have 
a  new  railroad  outlet  and  at  the  same  time 
the  Pennsylvania  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  lines, 
as  well  as  the  Vanderbilt  lines,  which  have  long 
held  the  coke  business  safe,  will  have  a  rival.  The 
Pittsburg,  Connellsville  &  Wheeling  railroad, 
which  was  surveyed  some  years  ago,  but  for 
some  reason  was  allowed  to  drop  out  of  sight,  has 
been  revived  with  a  few  millions  back  of  it,  and 
information  given  by  close  friends  of  A.  A. 
I'ranzheimer,  a  millionaire  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
is  that  he  has  taken  the  matter  up  again  and  will 
push  his  line,  work  to  be  begun  this  fall.  It  is 
thought  by  late  spring  the  line  will  be  open  and  a 
new  outlet  to  the  west  for  coke  assured. 

The  Pittsburg,  Connellsville  &  Wheeling  rail¬ 
road  is  to  be  a  line  sixty  miles  in  length,  starting 
from  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  traversing  Wheeling 
creek  into  Pensylvania,  thence  through  Washing¬ 
ton  and  Greene  counties,  down  Ten  Mile  creek, 
crossing  the  Monon7ahcla  river  into  the  coke 
regions  at  Masontown,  Pa.,  about  twelve  miles 
from  Llniontown.  The  construction  of  the  line 
will  be  easy  and  about  $750,000  will  be  expended 
upon  it,  most  of  this  capital  being  drawn  from 
New  York. 

It  is  said  that  there  had  been  a  deal  on  to  have 
the  Western  Maryland  railroad  finance  and  build 
this  line,  but  that  this  scheme  had  fallen  through 
because  the  Western  Maryland  has  been  unable 
to  round  up  its  rights  of  way  through  Maryland 
entire,  and  the  Pittsburg,  Connellsville  &  Wheel¬ 
ing  people,  at  a  meeting  held  last  week,  decided 
to  move  alone,  and  work  will  be  opened  at  once. 
The  line  will  be  of  great  interest  and  use  to  the 
manufacturers  along  the  upper  Ohio,  many  of 
whom,  it  is  understood,  have  pledged  their  sup¬ 
port  to  the  new  line. 


Coal  Production  During  1905 

According  to  the  report  of  Edward  W.  Parker,  statis¬ 
tician  of  the  United  States  geological  survey,  which  is 
now  in  press,  the  production  of  coal  in  1905  amounted 
to  392,919,341  short  tons,  having  a  value  at  the  mines 
of  $476,756,963,  surpassing  in  both  quantity  and  value 
all  previous  records  in  the  history  of  the  country.  Com¬ 
pared  with  1904,  when  the  production  amounted  to  351,- 
816,898  short  tons,  valued  at  $444,371,021,  the  ouput  in 
1905  exhibits  an  increase  of  41,102,943  short  tons,  or 
11.7  per  cent  in  quantity,  and  of  $32,385,942,  or  7.3  per 
cent  in  value.  Prior  to  1905  the  maximum  output  of 
coal  was  obtained  in  1903,  when  the  production  amounted 
to  35,356,416  short  tons,  valued  at  $503,724,381,  com¬ 
pared  with  which  the  record  for  1905  shows  an  increase 
in  production  of  35,562,925  short  tons,  and  of  $26,967,- 
418.  The  high  value  recorded  in  the  statistics  for  1903 
was  due  to  the  somewhat  abnormal  inflation  of  prices, 
caused*  by  the  shortage  of  fuel  supplies,  which  resulted 
from  the  strike  in  the  anthracite  region  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  preceding  year.  The  lower  values  in  1904  as 
compared  with  1903  were  simply  a  return  to  normal 
conditions,  but  the  decline  in  1905  w'as  the  result  of  a 
production  in  excess  of  market  requirements,  unusually 
large  as  they  were. 

Of  the  total  production  in  1905,  69,330.152  long  tons, 
(equivalent  to  77,659,850  short  tons)  were  Pennsylvania 
anthracite,  with  a  value  at  the  mines  of  $141,879,000. 
The  total  production  of  bituminous  coal  and  lignite  was 
315,259,491  short  tons,  valued  at  $334,877,963.  The 
production  of  anthracite  coal  in  Pennsylvania  in  1905 
was  4.020,662  long  tons  (or  4.503,151  short  tons)  more 
than  that  of  1904,  while  the  increase  in  the  production  of 
bituminous  coal  and  lignite  was  36,599,882  short  tons. 
A  portion  of  these  increases  in  both  anthracite  and 
bituminous  production  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  operating 
companies  to  provide  a  supply  of  fuel  in  anticipation  of 
a  suspension  of  mining  in  April,  1906,  when  the  wage 
scale  agreements  in  the  organized  coal  producing  states 
and  the  award  of  the*  strike  commission  in  the  anthracite 
region  of  Pennsylvania  would  terminate. 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  the  total  increase  in 
the  production  of  coal  in  tlie  United  States  in  1905  over 
1904  was  larger  than  the  production  of  France  in  1004. 
or  of  the  production  of  any  other  foreign  country  ex¬ 
cept  Great  Britain,  Germany,  and  Austro-Hungary,  and 
was  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  last  mentioned.  The 
total  production  of  this  country  last  year  was  nearly  fifty 
per  cent  larger  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  which  un¬ 
til  1899  was  the  leading  coal  producing  country  of  the 
world,  and  was  more  than  double  that  of  Germany.  .Vn- 
other  interesting  fact  presented  in  the  statistics  of  the 
]iroduction  of  coal  in  the  United  States  is  that  in  each 
decade  the  output  has  been  practically  doubled.  Up  to 
the  close  of  1865  the  total  production  had  amounted  to 
284.890.055  tons.  In  the  decade  from  1866  to  1875.  in¬ 
clusive,  the  production  amounted  to  419,425.104  tons, 


making  the  total  production  up  to  the  close  of  1875 
704,315,159  tons.  In  the  following  decade,  from  1876 
to  1885,  inclusive,  the  production  amounted  to  847,760.319 
tons,  something  more  than  double  the  total  production 
up  to  the  beginning  of  that  decade.  At  the  close  of 
1885  the  total  production  amounted  to  1,552,075,478  tons, 
and  the  production  for  the  ten  years  ending  with  1895  was 
1,586,098,641.  and  the  total  production  to  the  close  of 
1895  amounted  to  3,138,174,119  short  tons.  In  the 
decade  ending  December  thirty-first,  1905,  the  total 
production  has  amounted  to  2,832,599,452  short  tons,  and 
the  grand  total  from  the  beginning  of  coal  mining  has 
amounted  to  5,970,773,571  short  tons. 

()i  the  total  amount  of  bituminous  coal  produced  in 
1905,  103,396.452  short  tons  w’ere  mined  by  the  use  of 
mining  machines,  as  compared  with  a  machine-mined 
product  in  1904  of  78,606,997  short  tons.  The  number 
of  mining  machines  in  use  increased  from  7,663  in  1904 
to  9,184  in  1905. 

The  total  number  of  men  and  boys  employed  last  year 
in  the  coal  mines  of  the  United  States  was  626,174, 
against  593,693  in  1904.  Of  the  total  number  employed 
in  1905,  165,406  were  in  the  anthracite  mines  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  460.768  were  employed  in  the  bituminous 
coal  mines.  The  average  number  of  days  worked  by 
the  anthracite  miners  w'as  215,  w'hile  the  bituminous 
miners  made  an  average  of  211  days. 

The  coal  mining  industry  in  1905  was  comparatively 
free  from  labor  trouble,  the  only  important  exception  to 
the  general  rule  of  peace  being  m  Illinois,  where  a  lar^e 
number  of  mines  were  shut  down  as  a  result  of  a  dis¬ 
agreement  between  the  miners  and  operators  on  the 
question  of  w'hat  is  known  as  the  “shot-firers’*  law.  This 
law.  which  was  highly  obnoxious  to  the  operators, em¬ 
ployed  additional  men  for  firing  the  shot  placed  by  the 
miners,  and  incurred  thereby  an  extra  expense,  w'hicb 
the  operators  in  a  number  of  cases  refused  to  pay, 
contending  that  it  was  a  violation  of  the  agreement 
and  that  the  expenses  of  mining  coal  were  not  to  be  in¬ 
creased  by  any  action  of  the  miners.  A  number  of  strikes 
resulted,  and  a  serious  disturbance  of  the  peaceful  rela¬ 
tions  which  had  existed  in  Illinois  for  several  years  was 
threatened.  The  matter  was  submitted  by  arbitrament 
to  Judge  Gray,  who  had  been  cliairman  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  strike  commission.  Judge  Gray  decided  that  the 
expenses  should  be  equally  divided  between  the  miners 
and  the  operators.  Work  was  resumed  w'hen  the  matter 
was  submitted  to  arbitration,  and  the  rest  of  the  year 
W'as  comparatively  free  from  strike  suspensions.  The 
total  number  of  men  on  strike  in  Illinois  during  the 
year  was  15,289,  or  forty-seven  per  cent  of  the  total 
number  of  men  idle  on  account  of  strikes  in  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  mines  of  the  United  States  for  the  year. 

The  larger  part  of  the  increased  production  in  1905 
was  due  to  the  great  activity  in  the  iron  industry,  as  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  coal  made  into 
coke  increased  from  31,278,537  short  tons  to  42,412,328 
short  tons,  and  that  the  larger  increases  were  in  the 
coking  coal  producing  states  and  those  which  furnished 
fuel  to  the  iron  furnaces.  The  following  table  exhibits 
the  production  and  value  in  the  different  states  in  1904 


and  1905 

State 

Quantity. 

Quantity. 

or 

.Short 

\'alue. 

Short 

\’alue. 

Territory. 

Tons. 

Tons 

Ala . 

11,262.046 

$1.3,480,111 

11.866,069 

$14,387,721 

Ark.  .  . . 

2,009.451 

3.102,660 

1,934.673 

2,880,738 

Cal.  and 

Alaska 

79,582 

.377,306 

80.824 

395.975 

Colo. 

6,658,3.)5 

8,751,821 

8,826,429 

10,810,978 

Ga.  and 

N.  C.. 

390,191 

476,996 

353.54,s 

456.1,“4 

tldaho. . 

3.480 

13.730 

5.882 

17.846 

Illinois.  . 

36,475,060 

39  941,99.3 

38.434.363 

40,577.592 

Indiana.' 

'10,842,189 

*12.004.300 

11.895.252 

12.492.255 

Ind.  Ter. 

3,046,539 

5.532,066 

2.924.427 

5.145,358 

Iowa  . .  . 

6.519,933 

10,504.406 

6.798.609 

10.586,381 

Kansas  . 

6.33.3,307 

9.640.771 

6,423.979 

9,350,542 

Kv . 

*7,576.482 

*7.868,192 

8.432.523 

8.385,232 

Md . 

4.813,622 

5.729,085 

5,108.539 

5,831.700 

Mich.  .  . 

1,342,840 

2.424,935 

1.473.211 

2,512,697 

Mo . 

4.168,308 

*6,801.751 

3.983.378 

6.291,661 

Mont.  . . 

1.358.919 

2,194,548 

1.643.832 

2.823.350 

N.  Mex. 

1,452,325 

1,904.499 

1,649.933 

2,190,231 

N.  Dak. 

*271.928 

*389.052 

317.542 

424.778 

Ohio  . .  . 

*24.400.220 

*26,579,738 

25,352,950 

26.486.740 

Ore.  . .  . 

111,540 

243,588 

109,641 

282.495 

Penn. : 

Hard. 

73,156,709 

138.974.020 

77.659.850 

141.879.000 

Soft.  . 

*97.938.287 

*94.428.219 

118,413.637 

113.390,507 

Tenn.  .  . 

4.782,211 

5.042.393 

5.963.396 

6.797.550 

Texas  .. 

1,195,944 

1.9S3.6.36 

1.200.684 

1.968,558 

Utah  . .  . 

1,493,027 

1.94.3.440 

1,332.372 

1.793,510 

Va . 

*3,410.914 

*2,921.911 

4,275.271 

3.777.325 

Wash.  . 

3.137,681 

5,120.931 

2.864.026 

5.141.258 

W.  Va.. 

*32,406.752 

*28,647,014 

37.791.580 

32.341.790 

Wyo.  . .  . 

5.178,556 

6,747,909 

5.602,021 

7.336,951 

Total  • 

351,816,398 

*444  371,021 

392.919,341 

476.756.063 

*  Corrected  figures.  In  the  report  for  1904  the  total 
production  for  the  United  States  for  that  year  was 
given  at  352.310,427  short  tons,  valued  at  $444,816,288, 
In  collecting  the  statistics  for  1905  it  was  found  that  in 
several  cases  where  properties  had  changed  hands  or  the 
name  of  the  company  had  been  changed  the  preceding 
year,  the  production  for  the  entire  year  had  been  reported 
by  both  ow’ners.  The  duplications  thus  made  have  been 
corrected  for  this  report. 

t  Includes  production  of  Nevada. 

V 

Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  statement 
of  the  coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines 
east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended 
September  first  with  comparisons,  follows: 

1906.  1906.  1905. 

Short  Tons —  Weekendinj  Year  to  Year  to 

Sept.  1.  Sept.  1.  Sept.  2. 

.\nthracite  coal  .  100.444  2.377,223  3,107.606 

Bituminous  coal  .  663.739  20.9S4,S34  19,088,698 


Coke  .  224.838  8.375,392  7.303.859 

Total  .  989,021  32,237,449  29,500,163 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  September  13. 

Anthracite  coal  trade  conditions  are  if  any¬ 
thing  quieter  than  they  have  been  all  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  the  demand  for  the  product  at  the 
moment  is  very  slight.  It  is  apparently  too  early 
in  the  month  to  expect  much  trade,  conditions 
being  probably  influenced  by  the  warm  weather, 
though  this  month  is  usually  figured  upon  as  the 
time  when  fall  buying  commences.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  it  is  intimated  that  the  present  delay  is 
owing  to  the  fact  of  dealers  being  generall}^  well 
stocked  with  coal  which  was  purchased  at  lower 
figures,  and  any  revival  of  the  retail  trade  occur¬ 
ring  with  the  return  of  a  large  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  city,  will  not  be  immediately  reflected 
in  the  wholesale  market.  It  is  likely  to  remain 
quiet  until  a  certain  proportion  of  the  coal  has 
been  moved  out.  Certain  interests  anticipate 
that  the  delevopment  of  orders  may  be  some¬ 
what  earlier  with  them  than  at  other  points, 
giving  shippers  sufficient  business  to  work  upon 
in  another  week  or  two. 

Reversal  of  Usual  Conditions. 

The  usual  conditions  of  the  midsummer  trade 
in  past  years  have  seemingly  been  reversed  this 
year  by  the  larger  demand  coming  in  the  months 
preceding  September.  This  is  indicated  by  the 
heavy  tonnage  in  August,  while  stocks  in  first 
hands  now  are  less  than  they  were  in  June. 

Appreciating  that  a  quieter  tone  would  prevail, 
several  of  the  producing  companies  took  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  holiday  intervening  during  the  first 
week  of  the  month  to  restrict  the  output  by  a 
temporary  shut  down  of  two  or  three  days  in 
order  to  meet  the  situation.  This  was  extended 
to  a  week  by  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.,  and  the  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  which 
did  not  resume  operations  until  the  tenth,  after 
a  week’s  shut  down. 

There  is,  therefore,  no  likelihood  of  any 
amount  of  coal  being  accumulated  and  the  mar¬ 
ket  should  maintain  a  firm  tone.  The  car  ques¬ 
tion  is  also  an  important  factor  in  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  production  at  the  mines.  While  it  is 
not  seriously  felt  as  yet,  by  reason  of  the  re¬ 
duced  shipments,  it  may  interfere  later  when  a 
more  active  demand  sets  in,  as  there  already 
seems  to  be  a  shortage  of  cars  on  most  roads 
•  having  through  connections  with  the  western 
markets,  because  of  the  heavy  movement  of 
grain. 

A  certain  amount  of  tonnage  keeps  going  for¬ 
ward;  most  of  it  is  being  distributed  to  the 
trade,  either  on  new  orders  or  to  clean  up  old 
business  that  has  been  holding  over,  owing  to 
the  inability  of  shipment  at  the  time  of  its  being 
placed,  the  two  taking  care  of  what_  coal  is 
being  handled;  producers  admit  that  it  is  the 


dull  season,  affecting  both  the  prepared  and 
steam  sizes,  and  do  not  expect  to  do  much 
business  until  colder  weather  approaches. 

Steam  Sizes  Are  Heavy. 

The  steam  grades,  aside  from  one  or  two 
of  the  more  popular  sizes,  are  inclined  to  be 
heavy,  with  little  demand  for  them,  causing 
prices  on  the  individual  products  to  rule  con¬ 
siderably  below  circular  figures.  Barley  and 
No.  3  buckwheat  seem  to  be  the  most  difficult 
to  dispose  of,  and  in  instances  rice  coal  is  re¬ 
ported  as  being  long.  The  sizes  larger  than 
these  grades  are  not  in  large  supply  and  in  cases 
are  short  of  current  requirements,  shippers  hav¬ 
ing  been  unable  to  accumulate  their  usual  quan¬ 
tity  during  the  summer  months  so  that  they  are 
now  feeling  the  need  of  them. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  exceedingly  quiet,  and 
but  few  orders  are  available  for  shipment  ex¬ 
cept  for  shoal  water  ports,  which  are  also  re¬ 
duced,  affecting  the  barge  service  to  an  extent 
where  many  of  them  are  tied  up  until  things 
change. 

The  demand  for  all-rail  delivery  has  fallen 
off  now  that  full  circular  prices  prevail,  and  this 
trade  will  for  some  time  to  come  be  of  a  hand- 
to-mouth  character,  merely  calling  for  what 
quantity  is  consumed.  At  this  center  trade  is 
quiet  and  many  of  the  harbor  boats  are  tied  up 
for  the  lack  of  charters. 

Bituminous  Conditions  Less  Satisfactory. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
seems  much  surprised  that  the  anticipated  im¬ 
provement  has  appeared  only  to  a  very  limited 
extent,  nor  is  it  expected  now  by  the  trade 
interests  that  September  will  show  any  increase 
in  business  over  that  of  last  month.  People 
having  coal  on  the  market  are  finding  it  difficult 
to  dispose  of  same  at  the  current  rate  of  prices, 
though  when  salesmen  in  their  effort  to  sell  it 
nearly  reach  a  state  of  despair,  something  usually 
turns  up  by  which  relief  is  obtained. 

The  car  question  continues  to  be  the  one 
feature  that  is  interfering  with  the  trade,  and 
is  likely  to  cause  greater  trouble  to  shippers 
when  fall  improvements  take  place,  on  both  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  and  the  West  Virginia 
roads,  with  the  probability  of  bringing  about  a 
shorter  supply  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad, 
upon  which  from  present  appearances  it  would 
probably  produce  disorganization.  Some  of  the 
patrons  of  this  road  have  had  some  very  un¬ 
pleasant  experiences  in  the  shipment  of  their  coal 
lately  and  the  methods  employed  suggest  that 
the  road  does  not  care  to  do  business  with  them. 
A  feature  of  complaint  is  that,  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  cars,  the  routing  of  all-rail  shipments 


is  intercepted  on  their  way  to  destination, 
ownig  to  some  technicality  of  which  the  shipper 
had  not  been  previously  advised,  even  though 
consignments  had  been  made  over  the  same 
route  on  prior  transactions.  'I'he  railroad  is  in 
instances  said  to  be  restricting  its  cars  for  ship¬ 
ment  over  Port  Reading,  desiring  that  they 
should  go  to  its  own  piers  at  St.  George,  where, 
however,  the  facilities  for  handling  all  the  coal 
are  very  cramped,  often  placing  shippers  under 
the  necessity  of  securing  the  required  equipment 
from  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  or  other  roads 
to  which  the  coal  is  designated  for  shipment. 

The  New  York  Harbor  Trade. 

At  New  York  harbor  a  sluggish  condition  pre¬ 
vails,  brought  about  by  the  quantity  of  coal 
being  shipped  upon  the  market  for  which  there 
are  no  orders  available  on  its  arrival.  This 
causes  much  uneasiness  to  its  owners  and  has  a 
tendency  to  lower  prices  to  an  extent  where 
profits  are  out  of  the  question.  It  is  unfortu¬ 
nate  that  some  producers  do  not  use  better 
judgment  in  shipping  coal  here,  but  this  often 
occurs  through  inquiry  of  coal  brokers,  who  are 
usually  the  buyers  when  the  price  is  right,  the 
product  frequently  passing  through  several  hands 
liefore  reaching  the  consumer.  The  prices 
quoted  vary  from  $2.15  for  the  poorer  grades 
of  West  Virginia  steam  coal  up  to  $2.40@2.45 
for  ordinary  grades,  while  the  standard  coals 
are  demanding  from  $2.65@2.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
shipping  ports. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  but  little  im¬ 
provement,  yet  there  seem  to  be  enough  orders 
to  keep  the  mines  operating  on  fuller  time,  re¬ 
lieving  the  former  situation  accordingly,  though 
there  is  nothing  urgent  about  it. 

The  sound  ports  are  quiet,  with  a  few  indi¬ 
vidual  orders  reaching  shippers,  but  on  the  whole 
it  is  of  a  sporadic  nature.  The  lack  of  interest 
shown  in  this  territory  of  late  has  resulted  in 
many  of  the  sound  boats  operating  from  New 
York  being  tied  up  indefinitely. 

The  all-rail  demand  continues  to  be  the  most 
active,  in  comparison  with  other  points,  and  is 
taking  coal  more  regularly. 

Vessel  Freights  and  Supply. 

The  vessel  situation  is  firm,  and  owners  are 
demanding  a  loading  and  discharging  clause  for 
less  days  than  has  been  the  case  up  to  the  present, 
though  craft  are  in  fair  supply.  Philadelphia 
quotes  current  rates  of  freight  to  Boston,  Salem 
and  Portland,  65@70c ;  Providence,  New  Bed¬ 
ford  and  the  sound,  55c;  Lynn.  Nevvburyport 
and  Bangor,  80@85c ;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  70 
@75c;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and  towage. 


Market  }(ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  September  15.— No  change  is  appar¬ 
ent  this  week  in  the  condition  of  the  anthracite 
coal  market,  line  order  business  being  about  on 
an  even  keel  while  the  lake  trade  remains  about 
in  the  same  shape  as  last  reported,  except  that 
there  is,  perhaps,  a  trifle  freer  movement  of 
boats,  the  reports  showing  a  heavier  forwarding 
by  the  water  route  than  last  week. 

While  the  shipment  for  the  week  was  heavier 
than  for  the  preceding  seven  days,  less  ports  were 
covered  in  the  consignments,  only  seven  being 
represented.  Total  shipment  reached  100,550 
tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


Destination. 

Tons. 

Destination. 

Tons. 

Chicago  . 

Ft.  William  .  . . 

. .  .  5,,500 

Superior  . 

. .  . .  29,600 

Escanaba  . 

.  .  .  2,000 

. ...  1,400 

Duluth  . 

...  1,500 

Milwaukee  . . . . 

. .  . .  27, 300 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  but  a  single 
cargo  went  to  Duluth,  a  fact  that  is  not  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  shippers. 


Unusual  Slackness  in  Retail  Trade. 

Retail  business  is  in  a  peculiar  condition,  which 
even  the  dealers  themselves  cannot  explain. 
There  is  a  singular  slackness  for  the  season  of 


the  year  which  has  never  before  been  noted  in 
the  local  market.  Of  course  the  remarkably  hot 
weather  of  the  past  week  undoubtedly  has  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  this.  No  one  seems  to  remember 
a  season  in  Buffalo  when  the  mercury  has  trav¬ 
eled  at  such  a  high  elevation  as  during  the 
present  month,  for  instead  of  the  customary 
lighting  of  furnace  fires,  the  people  have  been 
indulging  in  summer  clothing  and  veranda  siestas 
during  the  evening,  a  thing  never  before  heard 
of  in  Buffalo  during  the  usually  frosty  month  of 
September. 

But  while  the  anthracite  market  shows  no  per- 
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ceptible  cliange,  there  is  certainly  something  doing 
in  the  bituminous  trade.  A  shortage  in  the  car 
supply  has  increased  to  a  somewhat  alarming 
extent  and  the  bituminous  coal  men  are  won¬ 
dering  what  the  end  is  to  be.  In  the  Pittsburg 
district  this  shorta'-c  has  become  so  pronounced 
that  it  has  created  a  raise  in  price,  three-fourth 
lump  bringing  $1.45  at  tbe  mine  easily.  Mine- 
run  is  a  quick  sale  at  $1.30  to  $1.35.  h-verybody 
who  handles  this  grade  of  coal  is  short  on  ship¬ 
ments,  not  over  sixty  per  cent  of  the  require¬ 
ments  being  available.  This  applies  simply  to 
Pittsburg  coal,  cheaper  grades  not  being  in  so 
great  demand.  In  fact  the  low  grade  mines 
have  been  compelled  to  restrict  their  output 
somewhat  on  this  account.  Apparently  the  de¬ 
mand  for  this  grade  of  steam  coal  has  been  fully 
met  and  inquiry  is  light,  especially  in  this  mar¬ 
ket.  Some  of  the  mines  are  only  working  half 
time,  the  cause  of  suspension  being  lack  of 
orders  rather  than  of  cars  to  transport  the  mine 
product.  This  is  especially  true  in  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  valley. 

The  Gondola  Car  Problem. 

Demand  for  gondola  cars  increases  and  it  is 
developing  that  tlie  statement  of  last  week  that 
the  condition  is  becoming  critical  because  of 
the  failure  of  the  railroads  to  supply  this  want, 
appears  to  have  underestimated  the  amount  of 
(lama;,  e  being  done  to  the  trade.  Almost  all 
orders  received  for  coal,  request  shipment  in 
gondola  or  flat-bottom  cars,  and  these  are  ex¬ 
tremely  scarce. 

“There’s  no  use  talking,’’  said  a  prominent 
dealer  to  The  Black  Diamond  today,  ‘  the  time 
is  at  hand  when  the  great  majority  of  the  coal 
trestles  of  this  country  will  have  to  be  rebuilt. 
This  is  apparent  when  an  attempt  to  unload 
cars  carrying  forty  thousand  tons  is  attempted 
on  trestles  originally  built  to  handle  twenty 
thousand  ton  cars.  The  big  steel  hopper  cars 
are  going  to  revolutionize  the  business,  no  mis¬ 
take,  and  it’s  going  to  cost  the  dealers  a  pretty 
sum  to  keep  pace  with  the  innovations  being 
had  in  transportation  methods.  If  this  thing 
keeps  up,  the  small  dealers  will  have,  to  go  out 
of  business,  that's  all.” 

hi.  C.  Roberts,  manager  of  tbe  liituminous  coal 


Baltimore,  Md.,  September  13. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — On  the  first  page  of  'I'he  Black 
Diamond  for  the  last  issue  there  appeared  an 
advertisement  that  attracted  not  a  little  attention 
in  the  trade  here  because  it  is  very  largely  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  local  situation  in  regard  to  bitu¬ 
minous.  ‘‘Don’t  Be  Dreaming”  was  its  caption. 
Many  a  consumer  is  dreaming  now,  and  when  the 
awakening  comes  with  the  real  shortage  of  car 
supply,  more  than  likely  to  come  within  the  next 
few  weeks,  there  will  be  a  disagreeable  awakening 
for  many.  At  present,  even  in  the  face  of  some 
scarcity  in  cars,  coal  at  low  prices  is  available, 
but  the  turn  of  the  tide  may  come  at  any  time, 
and  then  the  man  who  is  dreaming  through 
these  last  warm  days  of  a  departing  summer  will 
begin  to  sit  u[)  and  take  notice — to  complain 
and  kick  about  the  injustice,  etc.,  of  the  coal 
man  because  Mr.  Consumer  cannot  get  coal  as 
fast  or  at  as  low  rates  as  he  thinks  he  should  be 
supplied. 

But  to  be  entirely  fair  it  must  be  said  that  there 
are  some  who  are  not  “dreaming.”  These  men 
are  now  getting  under  cover,  and  a  fair  business 
is  being  prosecuted.  What  existing  activity  there 
is  in  line  business  has  apparently  had  no  effect 
on  prices  as  yet,  however.  The  trade  has  not 
awakened  from  its  lethargy  in  this  respect.  High¬ 
est  grade  coals  are  still  dragging  along  about 
the  $1.50  mark,  and  $1.20  is  no  unusual  figure 
for  some  of  the  lesser  fuels. 

Taking  it  all  in  all,  bituminous  is  in  rather 
peculiar  shape,  for,  as  indicated  by  the  prices 
above,  good  coals  are  being  offered  freely  at  as 
low  as  any  time  this  summer.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  complaint  of  car  shortage  al¬ 
ready,  this  seems  rather  strange. 

The  rapid  disappearance  of  the  old  style 
wooden  car  of  thirty  tons  and  its  replacement 
by  the  new  steel  car  of  nearly  fifty  on  all  of  the 
main  railroads  continues  to  he  a  source  of 


interests  of  the  Hedstrom  Co.,  is  in  Pittsburg  this 
week,  looking  after  business  interests. 

There  has  been  some  cleaning  up  of  the  sur- 
jilus  stock  of  bituminous  coal  held  at  outlying 
stations,  since  the  new  rate  law  went  into 
effect,  the  action  of  the  Pennsylvania  road  in 
deciding  to  charge  demurrage  on  all  cars  held 
longer  than  three  days,  causing  activity  among 
the  jobbers.  Quite  an  amount  of  coal  has  been 
sold  at  a  sacrifice,  one  lot  of  twenty-five  cars 
being  disposed  of  to  a  railroad  at  $1.80  a  ton. 
The  freight  rate  on  this  coal  was  $1.10,  making 
the  [irice  at  the  mine  seventy  cents.  This,  when 
the  minimum  asking  price  at  the  mines  in  the 
Allegheny  valley  is  ninety  cents,  shows  a  loss 
of  twenty  cents  a  ton  to  somebody. 

J.  S.  Hamilton,  northern  sales  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  accompanied  by  his  staff 
of  salesmen  from  the  Chicago  and  Buffalo  ter¬ 
ritory,  are  in  Pennsylvania  this  week  on  the 
annual  trip  to  the  comnany’s  mines.  Included 
in  the  party  are  salesmen  from  Rochester,  Ithaca, 
Syracuse  and  other  points  along  the  line.  The 
party  left  Buffalo  on  Tuesday  and  will  not  return 
until  Saturday  evening.  Among  other  popular 
salesmen  who  took  in  the  excursion,  was  Sam 
Stanley,  formerly  sales  agent  of  Coxe  Bros., 
Inc.,  of  Buffalo,  which  was  absorbed  by  the 
Lehigh  some  months  ago.  He  is  now  located  in 
Milwaukee.  George  M.  Barclay,  of  Chicago, 
who  has  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  Modoc 
of  the  order  of  Ko  Koal  and  also  of  wearing 
Ko  Koal  pin  No.  1,  and  Ned  Scott,  traveling 
from  Buffalo  to  Chicago,  were  also  in  the  party. 

Local  members  of  the  order  of  Kokoal  are 
receiving  from  headquarters  the  first  annual 
hand  book  containing  the  constitution  and  by¬ 
laws,  Pictor’s  annual  report,  li.st  of  officers  and 
members  in  good  standing  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  the  seventh  month  of  the  lOOCth  year. 

On  Friday  will  be  held  the  next  regular  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Central  Railway  Club.  A  trip  will 
be  made  around  Grand  Island  and  the  business 
meetings  of  the  club  will  be  held  on  the  boat 
en  route.  The  program  will  include  a  paper  by 
O.  C.  Porchcr,  general  agent  of  the  New  York 
Central  lines,  on  the  subject:  What  commodities 
may  be  loaded  with  safety  in  gondola  cars,  with¬ 
out  boarding  over  hopper  openings. 


some  concern  to  small  shippers  and  manufactur¬ 
ers.  Wooden  cars  arc  getting  to  be  more  and 
more  difficult  to  procure,  and  it  would  not  be 
well  to  count  on  a  supply  of  them  for  the  future. 
1'he  manufacturers  and  others  in  this  section 
would  do  well  to  accept  the  inevitable,  realize 
that  the  big  steel  car  has  come  to  stay,  an^  make 
arrangements  accordingly. 

Tidewater  Business  Holding  Up  Well. 

Tidewater  business  here  is  holding  up  very 
well,  the  New  England  ports  getting  the  bulk  of 
the  shipments  as  usual.  Charter  rates  have 
been  fluctuating  of  late,  but  it  may  be  said 
that  there  has  been  about  a  five-cent  increase 
along  the  line  for  northern  bottoms  during  the 
past  week  or  ten  days.  Boston  is  being  quoted 
at  from  seventy-five  to  eighty  cents,  the  larger 
number  at  the  first  named  price.  There  have  been 
several  Bath  charters  announced  at  eighty  cents 
Salem  and  Portsmouth  charters  were  also  an¬ 
nounced  at  eighty. 

There  have  been  but  few  charter  announce¬ 
ments  for  southern  ports.  High  rates  due  to 
the  hurricane  season  along  the  southern  end  of 
the  Atlantic  coast  seem  to  have  had  a  temporary 
effect  in  curtailing  this  business.  Quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  steamer  charters  to  Mexican  ports  have 
been  announced  this  week,  however,  showing  that 
this  prosperous  branch  of  the  export  trade  is  still 
flourishing. 

The  constantly  increasing  coal  shipments  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  have  been  noted  in 
these  letters  from  time  to  time,  but  there  has 
been  but  little  said  of  the  increase  being  made 
by  the  Western  Maryland.  The  linking  up  of  the 
West  Virginia  Central  as  part  of  the  system 
greatly  increased  this  shipping,  and  the  opening 
of  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  is  expected  to  have 
a  splendid  effect  on  the  property,  especially  after 
the  vast  undeveloped  properties  of  the  Davis 


Colliery  Co.  and  other  operators  along  that  line 
are  opened  up.  This  coal  will  be  split  between 
the  Western  Maryland  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  each  having  set  a  rate  of  $1.80,  or  the 
same  as  the  rate  on  Fairmont  coal,  which  will 
bring  the  fuel  of  the  new  district  in  competition 
with  that  popular  product.  As  the  character  of 
the  coal  is  said  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the 
h'airmont  and  Clarksburg  fuels,  only  harder  and 
producing  a  larger  percentage  of  large  blocks, 
the  results  will  be  of  interest.  The  increase  of 
Western  Maryland  coal  hauling  may  be  noted 
from  their  most  recent  report  which  shows  that 
for  the  month  of  June  the  net  profits  of  the  coal 
and  kindred  departments  was  $07,584.47,  as 
against  $16,120.44  for  June  of  1005.  Gross  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  Western  Maryland  for  the  last  week 
of  August  show  $148,980.86,  an  increase  of  $13,- 
172.29  over  the  same  week  of  last  year. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  will  henceforth 
keep  in  tonch  with  its  big  seagoing  tug  Savage 
and  towing  barges  by  means  of  wireless  tele¬ 
graph.  The  American  De  Forrest  Wirelesj 
'I'elegraph  Co.  has  just  put  into  operation  a  wire¬ 
less  station  here,  and,  as  the  Consolidation  al¬ 
ready  has  the  tug  equipped,  an  arrangement  was 
made  by  which  messages  can  be  received  and 
transmitted.  This  will  be  a  big  advantage,  es¬ 
pecially  during  heavy  winter  weather  when 
barges  often  break  adrift  in  bay  ice-floes  and 
assistance  is  needed.  Heretofore  the  tug,  after 
passing  out  to  sea,  has  kept  in  touch  with  the 
government  station  at  Cape  Henry,  from  which 
point  the  messages  came  to  this  city  by  ordinary 
telegraph  wires. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  IZ.— (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  situation 
still  remains  quiet  and  with  stocks  in  dealers’ 
hands  comparatively  heavy.  No  improvement  is 
looked  for  until  cold  weather  approaches.  The 
heavy  production  of  coal  during  the  past  month 
is  having  its  effect  upon  the  market  at  the 
present  time,  owing  to  the  small  r^uirements  of 
the  trade  and  the  consequent  disinclination  to  take 
on  additional  supplies  with  winter  prices  prevail¬ 
ing  offering  no  inducement  for  advance  buying. 

Further  restriction  of  mining  will  be  necessary 
to  avoid  the  accumulation  of  stock  coal.  There 
is  little  incentive  for  buj-ing  in  the  retail  trade, 
as  the  warm  weather  has  not  permitted  the  deple¬ 
tion  of  stocks,  and  many  of  the  consumers  have 
not  yet  returned  from  vacation,  due  to  the  high 
temperature  of  the  current  week,  thus  giving  deal¬ 
ers  only  a  small  amount  of  business  to  work 
upon. 

There  is  a  fair  movement  of  tonnage  to  dis¬ 
tant  points  on  foreign  roads  and  the  outl>ing  dis¬ 
tricts.  which  arc  generally  obliged  to  hold  over 
for  their  supply  until  such  time  as  it  can  be  han¬ 
dled  without  interference  to  the  trade  local  to 
the  producing  roads.  Some  unfilled  orders  for 
the  special  grades  are  also  receiving  attention, 
as  there  is  seldom  any  cancellation  of  them  by 
being  delayed  in  shipment,  because  of  their  lim¬ 
ited  supply  and  their  popularity  in  the  trade. 

The  steam  grades  are  in  small  demand  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  heavy  stocks  accumulated  in 
one  or  two  instances  has  had  much  to  do  in  re¬ 
stricting  the  tonnage  at  the  mines,  being  more 
particularly  effective  in  this  respect,  howxver. 
with  the  individual  producer,  who  is,  as  a  rule, 
limited  to  storage  capacity  for  carrying  over  dull 
periods. 

Not  Much  Advance  in  Bituminous. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  has  not  shown 
the  increased  development  that  was  expected  of 
it,  in  fact  the  trade  is  slightly  quieter  than  it  has 
been,  probably  due  to  the  larger  shipments  in  the 
past,  filling  up  the  storage  yards  of  consumers 
where  they  are  holding  up  on  orders  for  further 
shipments.  There  is  apparently  sufficient  busi¬ 
ness  reaching  shippers  producing  the  better  grades 
of  steam  coal  to  permit  of  their  mines  being 
steadily  operated,  but  the  demand  for  the  poorer 
coals  is  quite  slack,  they  seemingly  being  in  less 
favor  with  the  trade,  since  the  experience  of  their 
use  during  the  bituminous  coal  strike. 

The  lowness  of  car  supply  is  not  felt  severely 
on  some  of  the  roads  with  no  pressure  for  ship¬ 
ment  at  the  moment,  but  as  the  larger  trade  of 
the  fall  season  develops  on  both  coal  and  other 
traffic,  the  situation  is  likely  to  become  more 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 
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critical.  This  should  not  be  overlooked  by  those 
not  having  a  full  supply  of  coal  on  hand. 

Trade  at  the  tidewater  ports  is  small  and 
somewhat  demoralized  in  regard  to  prices  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  shipment  to  them  being  in  excess  of 
the  market  requirements.  This  has  resulted  in  em¬ 
bargoes  and  accumulation  of  demurrage  charges. 

The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Bo.ston,  Mass.,  September  13. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Business  in  anthracite  coal  at  this 
center  since  the  first  of  the  month  has  been  ex¬ 
ceedingly  quiet  with  so  little  interest  manifested 
that  it  is  difficult  to  write  about  on  anything 
worthy  of  note.  The  anticipated  demand  looked 
for  on  the  return  of  people  from  their  vacations 
has  not  occurred  and  the  opinion  in  the  trade 
is  that  no  improvement  of  any  account  can  be 
expected  before  October  first. 

What  small  amount  of  coal  is  being  distributed 
is  receiving  little  attention  either  at  wholesale 
or  retail  and  things  in  a  general  way  are  merely 
marking  time,  awaiting  a  change  in  conditions. 
A  few  orders  from  the  shoal  water  ports  are  re¬ 
ceived  by  shippers,  but  this  business  is  reduced 
from  the  amount  that  was  taken  during  August. 
There  being  no  inducement  to  purchase  at  this 
time  any  further  requirements  needed  at  them 
will  no  doubt  be  put  off  to  suit  their  convenience 
as  to  shipment  any  time  before  ice  makes. 

The  all-rail  business  in  this  territory  is  not 
taking  any  quantity  of  tonnage  though  here  and 
there  enough  orders  are  picked  up  to  absorb  the 
coal  allotted  to  this  class  of  trade.  A  fair  pro¬ 
proportion  of  it  is  going  to  the  further  east  and 
Canadian  points  in  the  lower  provinces,  which 
are  taking  their  coal  earlier  than  the  nearby 
places  to  avoid  any  interruption  in  transportation 
later  in  the  season.  Shipments  upon  this  business 
will  continue  for  some  time  yet. 

The  steam  grades  have  not  shown  the  activity 
that  has  been  usual  in  former  years,  evidently 
feeling  the  effect  of  the  heavy  stocks  carried  over 
from  spring  purchases,  though  as  the  season  ad¬ 
vances  the  requirements  are  likely  to  increase. 

Some  Gain  in  Bituminous  Market. 

The  demand  for  bituminous  coal  has  improved 
to  some  extent  with  more  orders  coming  in, 
while  the  outlook  is  somewhat  brighter.  Rumors 
are  still  current  in  the  trade  that  the  standard 
West  Virginia  grades  are  being  shaded.  While 
this  is  believed  by  some,  it  is  difficult  to  locate 
any  special  instance. 

Loading  at  Hampton  Roads  is  very  slow,  caus¬ 
ing  much  delay  to  vessels  in  that  harbor,  which 
if  continued  will  have  a  strong  influence  with 
consumers  to  increase  their  shipments  before  con¬ 
ditions  become  more  stringent.  The  short  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  reaching  these  shipping  ports,  it  is 
understood,  has  been  brought  about  by  a  short¬ 
age  of  cars  and  labor  in  both  the  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  fields,  while  the  demand  for 
eastern  line  and  western  points  has  taken  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  coal  produced  for  at  least  a  month 
past  and  the  indications  for  increased  shipments 
to  deepwater  is  not  very  promising  at  present. 

There  is  no  amount  of  coal  shipped  on_  the 
market  here  except  an  occasional  cargo  of  either 
the  higher  or  lower  grades,  keeping  the  market 
quite  firm  and  any  concessions  in  price  would  be 
more  likely  to  lose  a  sale  than  to  make  one, 
through  suspicion  being  aroused. 

The  vessel  freight  market  is  demanding  closer 
terms,  limiting  the  days  for  loading  and  discharg¬ 
ing  to  association  bill  of  lading.  The  rates  from 
the  lower  ports  to  Boston  are  65@70c;  New 
York,  50@60c. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  Sep¬ 
tember  eighth,  the  corresponding  week  last 
year,  the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding 
period  in  1905; 

Broad  Cumber* 

Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Sept.  8,  1906...  12,558  16,009  29,168 

Corresponding  week,  1905  ....  10,950  19,405  30,355 

Total  for  1906 . 519,378  757,999  1,277,378 

Corresponding  period,  1906 ...  461,908  040,791  1,092,700 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  190G  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year 
amounted  to  184,678  tons. 


Heath  of  J.  Ji.  Heissenbuttel. 

John  A.  Heissenbuttel,  a  prominent  coal  man 
of  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York  city,  who  had 
been  ill  for  about  six  weeks,  died  at  his  home, 
420  Seventeenth  street,  Brooklyn,  on  Friday 
morning  of  last  week,  in  the  seventy-third  year 
of  his  age,  from  a  complication  of  diseases. 

Mr.  Heissenbuttel  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
came  to  this  country  before  he  had  outgrown 
his  boyhood.  Following  his  arrival  he  went  to 
the  west  and  later  to  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  and  was 
there  during  the  siege  by  General  Grant.  Being 
a  Union  man,  he  got  through  the  lines  and  came 
north  to  Philadelphia,  where  his  wife  joined  him, 
and  was  for  a  time  engaged  in  business  there. 
Early  in  the  seventies  he  entered  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  under  the  firm  name  of  Heissenbuttel  & 
Nelson,  on  Hamilton  avenue,  Brooklyn,  and  later 
went  into  the  wholesale  trade  with  his  brother 
William,  which  relationship  continued  up  to  the 
time  of  his  brother’s  death.  Later,  when  his 
son  became  of  age,  he  gave  him  an  interest, 
which  he  retained  until  his  death,  when  Mr.  J.  U. 
Heissenbuttel  continued  the  business  in  his  own 
name.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  the 
first  president  of  the  New  Jersey  Dry  Dock  & 
Transportation  Co.,  at  Elizabethport,  N.  J. 

Mr.  Heissenbuttel  was  popular  in  the  trade  and 
highly  esteemed,  for  his  integrity  and  honor  in 
all  his  business  dealings,  which  made  for  him 
many  warm  friends  who  sincerely  regret  his 
loss.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  order,  and 
was  for  fifty  years  a  prominent  member  of  St. 
John’s  Lutheran  church,  having  been  one  of  its 
organizers.  The  funeral  services  were  held  in 
this  church  on  Monday  prior  to  the  interment 
at  Evergreen  cemetery.  The  new  organ  re¬ 
cently  donated  to  the  church  was  used  for  the 
first  time  at  the  occasion  of  the  last  services  in 
honor  of  Mr.  Heissenbuttel. 

Outing  of  Mew  York  Coal  Men. 

Owing  to  the  limited  attractions  presented  by 
the  coal  trade  at  present,  and  the  seasonableness 
of  such  an  occasion,  an  outing  and  clambake  was 
arranged  for  by  coal  and  transportation  men  of 
the  Washington  and  Whitehall  buildings.  New 
York,  which  took  place  on  Wednesday  of  last 
week.  It  was  a  complete  success  and  a  most 
pleasant  affair.  The  party,  consisting  of  twenty- 
four  members,  started  on  their  trip  to  Locust 
Point,  Cow  bay.  Long  Island,  at  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  under  the  most  favorable  aus¬ 
pices. 

The  tug  Vigilant,  beautifully  decorated  with 
flags  and  bunting,  donated  by  McWilliams 
Brothers,  had  been  amply  stocked  with  refresh¬ 
ments.  An  orchestra  aboard,  clear  skies  and  an 
ideal  climate,  made  the  day  a  most  enjoyable  one, 
which  will  be  long  remembered  by  those  who 
attended.  On  arrival  at  the  place  of  destination, 
it  was  found  that  the  genial  host  had  made 
every  arrangement  in  a  way  to  satisfy  the  most 
critical  epicure,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
party  did  full  justice  to  a  real  old-fashioned 
Long  Island  clam  bake. 

The  feature  of  the  afternoon  was  a  game  of 
baseball,  which  afforded  much  pleasure  to  both 
participants  and  spectators,  resulting  in  a  score 
of  ten  to  one  in  favor  of  the  team  of  Captain 
Scully,  who  evidently  had  a  better  knowledge  of 
the  ability  of  the  players  whom  he  selected  to 
give  him  this  advantage.  The  line  up  of  the 
winning  team  was  as  follows:  Mervin  White, 
catcher;  Albert  McWilliams,  pitcher;  C.  E.  Will¬ 
iams,  first  base;  1.  R.  De  Nyse,  second  base; 
Thomas  J.  Scully,  shortstop  and  captain ;  Herbert 
McCord,  third  base;  William  Half,  left  field; 
Theodore  Haff,  center  field ;  E.  Forrest  Powell, 
right  field. 

The  opposing  line  up  was:  Flarman  Haff, 
catcher ;  C.  P.  Morrell,  pitcher ;  C.  G.  Corr,  first 
base;  R.  J.  Buchholz,  second  base  and  captain; 
D.  Brown,  shortstop ;  C.  R.  Schultz,  third  base ; 
Theodore  Hansen,  left  field;  D.  De  L.  Hen¬ 
drickson,  right  field ;  Charles  Horning,  center 
field. 

Thomas  Dennin  acted  as  umpire  and  Charles 
Waterbury,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  was  official 
scorer.  Albert  McWilliams  was  apparently  a 
star  pitcher,  as  he  struck  out  thirteen  men  in  the 
game,  while  Mr.  Schultz  on  third  base,  caused 
some  amusement  by  turning  a  somersault  while 
trying  to  catch  a  fly  ball.  Herbert  McCord,  who 


was  made  a  policeman  at  the  mines  during  the 
recent  coal  strike,  wore  his  shield  and  made  an 
arrest,  but  the  party  was  honorably  discharged 
by  the  presiding  jmlge. 

fl'he  general  congenialit\-  and  close  fellowdiii) 
among  the  meml)ers  present  made  the  affair  a 
very  agreeable  one,  and  following  the  sports  the 
party  returned  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening 
to  pier  No.  I,  New  York  city,  greatly  gratified 
with  the  day’s  outing.  Among  those  present  and 
not  already  named  were  George  11.  Brassette, 
Walter  Lewis,  Daniel  .McWilliams  and  A.  Wen- 
berg. 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Law. 

Continued  from  page  29. 

on  the  line  of  transportation  of  such  common 
carrier,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde¬ 
meanor,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof 
in  any  court  of  the  United  States  of  compe¬ 
tent  jurisdiction  within  the  district  in  which 
such  offense  was  committed,  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars, 
or  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  term 
of  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  for  each  offense. 

.Any  person  and  any  officer  or  agent  of  any 
corporation  or  company  who  shall  deliver 
property  for  transportation  to  any  common 
carrier  subject  to  the  provisions 
Penalties  for  of  this  act,  or  for  whom  as 
obtaining  con-  consignor  or  consignee  any 
r/IhUpe?"  a?fd '  such  carrier  shall  transport 
others.  property,  who  shall  knowingly 

and  wilfully,  by  false  billing, 
false  classification,  false  weighing,  false  rep¬ 
resentation  of  the  contents  of  the  package,  or 
false  report  of  weight,  or  by  any  other  device 
or  means,  whether  with  or  without  the  con¬ 
sent  or  connivance  of  the  carrier,  its  agent  or 
agents,  obtain  transportation  for  such  prop¬ 
erty  at  less  than  the  regular  rates  then  estab¬ 
lished  and  in  force  on  the  line  of  transpor¬ 
tation,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  fraud,  which  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  and 
shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction 
within  the  district  in  which  such  offense  was 
committed,  be  subject  for  each  offense  to  a 
fine  of  not  exceeding  five  thousand  flollars  or 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  term 
of  not  e.xceeding  two  years,  or  both,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court. 

If  any  such  person,  or  any  officer  or  agent 
of  any  such  corporation  or  company,  shall, 
by  payment  of  money  or  other  thing  of  value, 
solicitation,  or  otherwise,  induce 
hTTbcry*^*  any  common  carrier  subject  to 

the  provisions  of  this  act,  or 
any  of  its  officers  or  agents,  to  discriminate 
unjustly  in  his,  its,  or  their  favor  as  against 
any  other  consignor  or  consignee  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  property,  or  shall  aid  or  abet 
any  common  carrier  in  any  such  unjust  dis¬ 
crimination,  such  person  or  such  officer  or 
agent  of  such  corporation  or  company  shall 
be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall, 
upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction  with¬ 
in  the  district  in  which  such  offense  was 
committed,  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  thousand  dollars,  or  imprisonment  in 
the  penitentiary  for  a  term  of  not  exceed¬ 
ing  two  years,  or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  for  each  offense;  and  such  person,  cor¬ 
poration  or  company  shall  also,  together  with 
said  common  carrier,  be  liable,  jointly  or 
severally,  in  an  action  on  the  case  to  be 
brought  by  any  consignor  or  consignee  dis¬ 
criminated  against  in  any  court  of  the  LTnited 
-States  of  competent  jurisdiction  for  all  dam¬ 
ages  caused  by  or  resulting  therefrom. 

To  be  continued  next  week. 


It  is  now  stated  that  the  diameter  of  the 
smallest  pulley  over  which  a  rope  works  should 
be  in  proportion  to  the  largest  size  of  wire  in 
the  rope,  and  not  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
rope  itself,  hrom  a  number  of  tests,  it  would 
seem  that  the  pulley  should  be  about  seven  hun¬ 
dred  times  the  diameter  of  the  largest  wire. 
Smaller  pulleys  crystallize  the  wire  quickly. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Paul  J.  Rainey,  of  W.  J.  Rainey,  New  York, 
prominent  in  the  manufacture  of  coke,  sailed  on 
I'riday  of  last  week  via  steamship  Celtic  for 
hingland. 

President  E.  B.  Thomas,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Railroad  Co.,  returned  on  Tuesday  of  last  week 
on  the  steamer  Kaiser  Wilhelm  der  Crosse,  after 
spending  the  summer  in  Europe. 

James  S.  Whitely,  president  of  the  Baker- 
Whitely  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  will  sail  for 
England  on  the  steamship  Minneapolis  today, 
September  fifteenth,  to  be  away  for  about  a 
month. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad’s  shipments 
of  coal  during  the  month  of  July  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  in  1905,  were  099,817  tons, 
as  against  054,988  tons,  an  increase  of  44,829 
tons.  The  coke  shipments  were  24,402  tons,  a 
decrease  of  3,711  tons  from  July,  1905. 

F.  W.  Wilshire,  general  manager  of  sales  of  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  &  Somerset  Coal  Cos., 
New  York,  returned  the  early  part  of  last  week, 
after  spending  a  month  at  the  Sagamore,  Lake 
George,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Wilshire  greatly  enjoyed  his 
vacation  and  is  again  eager  to  get  back  to  work. 

Frank  Pinner,  sales  agent  of  the  Moreland 
Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  spent  several  days  of 
last  week  in  New  York,  in  connection  with  the 
interest  of  the  company  and  to  further  introduce 
its  product  in  this  market.  It  is  understood  he 
has  met  with  success  and  expects  to  increase  the 
business  shortly. 

A  suit  against  sixteen  Hartford,  Conn.,  coal 
dealers  has  been  instituted  in  the  United  States 
circuit  court  by  Charles  H.  Hale,  a  coal  dealer 
of  that  city,  under  the  criminal  clause  of  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  law.  The  plaintiff,  an  inde¬ 
pendent  dealer,  alleges  that  there  is  conspiracy  to 
injure  him  by  restraint  of  trade.  Mr.  Hale  says 
the  local  dealers  have  used  their  influence  so  that 
he  has  experienced  great  difficulty  in  getting  coal. 

F.  B.  Davis  Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  returned  on  the 
steamship  Kaiser  Wilhelm-  H,  on  Tuesday  of 
this  week,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Davis  and  her 
mother,  Mrs.  Harkness,  after  having  spent  about 
six  weeks  abroad.  Mr.  Dav=s  took  with  him  his 
motor  car,  in  which  the  party  toured  both  Europe 
and  the  British  Isles,  as  far  north  as  Scotland, 
making  their  outing  very  enjoyable,  as  well  as  a 
healthful  one. 

The  anthracite  coal  shipment^  during  the 
month  of  August  were  5,400,511  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  over  any  of  the  three  previous  years  for 
the  corresponding  month,  making  the  total  ton¬ 
nage  for  the  first  eight  months  35,767,760  tons, 
as  compared  with  40,305,578  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  year,  a  decrease  of  4,537,818  tons. 
The  stock  of  anthracite  at  tidewater  on  August 
thirty-first  was  660,337  tons,  an  increase  of  126,- 
642  tons  during  the  month. 

The  Kokoals  of  New  York  city  held  an  in¬ 
formal  meeeting  in  the  Washington  building  on 
Saturday  last.  The  object  in  getting  together 
was  to  talk  over  and  arrange  plans  for  an  active 
fall  campaign  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  devise  means  to  that  effect.  It  was  also  de¬ 
cided  that  a  Koruskation  will  be  held  on  Sep¬ 
tember  twenty-seventh,  and  two  committees 
were  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  provisions 
for  same.  It  is  proposed  to  establish  a  daily 
lunch  club. 

J.  Samuel  Smoot,  commissioner  of  the  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  of  New  York,  attended 
the  excursion  of  the  Eastern  and  Central  New 
York  Coal  Merchants’  Association,  on  a  trip  to 
the  anthracite  coal  mines,  and  was  one  of  the 
principal  speakers  at  the  Glen  Summit  Hotel, 
where  the  party  remained  for  the  night.  Mr. 
Smoot’s  service  is  frequently  sought  on  occasions 
of  this  kind,  or  where  there  may  be  any  gather¬ 
ing  of  coal  men,  owing  to  his  long  experience 
and  extensive  knowledge  of  association  affairs. 

The  Amalgamated  Coal  Co.,  of  New  York,  has 
just  taken  over  the  two  soft  coal  properties  of 
Weston  Dodson  &  Co.,  located  at  Osceola,  Pa., 


known  as  the  Union  &  Weston.  The  properties 
produce  about  one  thousand  tons  daily,  and  the 
purchase  involves  a  coal  contract  for  one  thou¬ 
sand  tons  daily  to  be  furnished  as  railroad  fuel. 
'I  his  acquisition,  with  its  purchases  of  several 
months  ago,  when  it  secured  the  mines  of  George 
Pearce  &  Sons  at  Puritan,  Cambria  county.  Pa., 
as  also  that  of  William  Price,  known  as  the 
Pilgrim,  places  the  company  in  a  strong  position 
to  promptly  provide  a  large  tonnage  upon  its 
contract  business. 

Advices  from  the  Pittsburg  district  the  first 
of  the  week  are  to  the  effect  that  there  is  a 
depressing  shortage  of  freight  cars  in  the  coal 
and  coke  fields  and  among  the  blast  furnaces. 
The  coke  producers  are  said  to  be  losing  ground 
in  shipments  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  cars  a 
week.  The  blast  furnaces  are  getting  short  of 
coal  and  the  ore  supply  is  inadequate  to  keep 
them  going.  The  soft  coal  shippers  to  the  lakes 
are  not  receiving  more  than  forty  per  cent  of 
the  cars  required.  Railroad  officials  tell  those 
suffering  from  a  shortage  that  it  is  due  to  the 
heavy  grain  traffic  which  is  taking  all  the  cars. 
The  railroads  centering  in  this  district  got  ten 
thousand  new  cars  recently,  but  in  spite  of  this 
the  shortage  is  becoming  more  acute. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the  New  River 
Collieries  Co.,  left  on  Thursday  of  last  week  on 
a  business  trip  to  inspect  the  development  work 
now  going  on  at  Wittenberg,  W.  Va.,  where  the 
New  River  Collieries  Co.’s  Crab  Orchard  coal 
property  is  located.  The  sinking  of  the  two 
shafts  is  progressing  rapidly,  and  one  of  them, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  completed  by  the  first  of 
the  year,  tipples  and  other  facilities  being  con¬ 
structed  to  permit  of  its  operation.  The  town 
of  Wittenberg,  being  established  there,  is  nearing 
completion,  as  regards  the  houses  and  public 
buildings  under  construction,  and  will  be  ready 
for  occupancy  in  time  to  meet  their  requirements. 
Mr.  Wittenberg  will  return  during  the  current 
week. 

The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports 
that  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month  and 
since  January  first,  this  year,  compared  with 
the  same  period  the  previous  year  have  been, 
anthracite  113,247  tons  and  1,024,940  tt>ns,  as 
against  129,156  tons  and  1,201,267  tons,  respect¬ 
ively,  a  decrease  for  the  month  of  15,809  tons, 
and  up  to  August  31,236,327  tons,  reflecting  the 
idleness  of  the  mines  in  the  spring,  but  in  con¬ 
sideration  of  this,  the  comparative  August  reduc¬ 
tion  indicates  the  unusual  dullness  that  prevailed. 
Bituminous,  204,145  tons  and  1,956,626  tons  re¬ 
spectively,  a  total  gain  of  101,776  tons.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  of  Provincial  soft  coal  to  September  first 
were  397,579  tons,  as  compared  with  411,418 
tons  for  the  same  period  in  1905,  a  decrease  of 
13,839  tons. 

James  Wilson  secretary  of  agriculture,  appar¬ 
ently  does  not  agree  with  James  J.  Hill’s  review 
of  the  economic  conditions  in  the  United  States. 
Commenting  upon  this  matter  in  regard  to  the 
exhaustion  of  coal,  wood  and  oil,  Mr.  Wilson 
says  the  farmer  will  meet  the  situation  when 
coal  becomes  scarce.  Congress  has  taken  its  first 
step  in  granting  free  alcohol,  and  this  department 
is  already  at  work  to  find  out  what  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  this  fuel  will  develop.  Chemists  are 
now  working  in  a  large  cannery  with  a  view 
of  securing  a  cheap  alcohol  product  through  by¬ 
products.  In  Europe  a  special  potato  is  grown 
which  is  said  to  be  a  large  producer  of  alcohol, 
and  an  expert  has  been  sent  to  investigate.  Other 
experts  are  studying  the  uses  of  this  fuel  for  heat 
and  power,  so  that  there  need  be  no  uneasiness 
about  the  prospective  lack  of  coal  and  oil. 

Judging  from  the  announcement  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  last  week,  that  it  was  about  to 
place  an  order  for  fourteen  thousand  freight 
cars,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  thirty-six 
thousand  cars  ordered  by  the  company  within 
the  last  ten  months  have  not  all  been  delivered, 
it  is  evident  that  officers  of  the  road  are  looking 
forward  to  a  record  breaking  movement  of  freight 
this  fall.  In  consequence,  it  is  stated  that  they 


will  make  offers  for  individual  cars  owned  by 
the  coal  companies  on  its  lines.  This  move  to 
be  made  shortly  is  merely  in  line  with  the  com¬ 
pany’s  policy  by  which  its  hopes  to  meet  the 
criticism  of  the  public  and  will  be  worked  out 
under  the  direction  of  John  B.  Thayer,  fourth 
vice-president,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  traffic 
department.  Officers  of  several  of  the  coal  com¬ 
panies  owning  individual  cars  say  that  while 
they  have  not  been  formally  notified  of  the  rail¬ 
road’s  purpose  to  take  over  the  private  cars,  the 
general  understanding  among  them  is  that  offers 
for  their  rolling  stock  will  be  made  before  the 
first  of  next  year.  They  have  l>een  informally 
advised  that  it  is  hoped  that  private  cars  will  be 
abolished  from  the  Pennsylvania  system  by  April 
first,  1907.  Uuder  the  new  rate  bill,  traffic  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  railroads  and  executive  officers  of  coal 
companies  admit  there  is  no  opportunity  for  un¬ 
just  discrimination,  as  the  penalty  for  violations 
is  so  severe  that  it  precludes  violation. 

The  gross  earnings  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railway  for  the  year  ended  June  thirtieth,  as 
shown  in  the  report  issued  on  September  sixth, 
were  $28,487,765,  an  increase  of  $4,398,505,  and 
the  net  earnings  $11,423,141,  an  increase  of 
$1,994,432.  The  net  increase  was  $7,452,374,  the 
amount  available  for  common  stock  dividends 
before  the  making  of  appropriations  for  im¬ 
provements  and  new  equipment  was  equivalent 
to  nine  and  one-half  per  cent  on  the  common 
stock.  The  actual  surplus,  after  the  payment  of 
four  per  cent  dividends  on  the  common  and  pre¬ 
ferred  stocks,  the  appropriation  of  $2,250,000  for 
betterments  and  of  $700,000  for  additional  equip¬ 
ment,  was  $760,175.  The  balance  carried  for¬ 
ward  to  profit  and  loss  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  3,800,853.  President  Johnson  in  his  re¬ 
port  says  that  $41,364,598  has  been  spent  for  the 
improvement  of  the  property  in  the  past  eight 
years.  The  coal  shipments  aggregated  9,510,439 
tons,  an  increase  of  1,326,863  tons  over  the 
previous  year.  The  total  coke  shipments  of  the 
year  amounted  to  2,364,861  tons,  an  increase  of 
411,511  tons,  or  21.1  per  cent  over  that  of  1905. 
There  were  19,266,534  tons  of  freight  carried, 
with  a  revenue  of  $24,111,800.  The  proposed 
issue  of  $34,000,000  convertible  bonds  and  $34,- 
000,000  common  stock  will  be  voted  upon  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  company  at  a  meeting  to  be 
held  at  Roanoke,  Va.,  on  October  eleventh. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows; 

Coal  tonnage  was  offered  more  freely  during 
the  past  week,  and  rates  to  Mexican  and  Wind¬ 
ward  Island  ports  were  slightly  easier.  Rates 
to  Cuba,  however,  were  firm  on  account  of  the 
disturbances  occurring  on  that  island. 

Rates  to  South  America  are  firm,  Mediter¬ 
ranean  rates  slightly  lower,  and  far  east  rates 
un,.hanged. 

Among  the  recent  charters  are  the  following: 
Steamer  “Dulcie,”  1,295  tons  register,  Norfolk 
to  Havana,  at  $1.45;  steamer  “Parkwood,”  1,102 
tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Havana,  at  $1.45 ; 
steamer  “Benedick,”  1,758  tons  register,  Nor¬ 
folk  to  Kingston,  at  $1.55 ;  steamer  “Jupiter,” 
1,365  tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad,  at  $1.75;  and  steamer  “Veritas,”  672 
tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Guantanamo,  at  $1.90. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.45@1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.80@1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.55@1.60  to 
Cienfuegos ;  $1.55@1.65  to  Daiquiri;  $1.65@1.75 
to  Santiago;  $1.65@1.70  to  Colon;  $1.70  to  P^t 
of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.75@1.85  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.55@1.65  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75@1.85  to  Bar¬ 
bados;  $1.50@1.55  to  Kingston;  $1.30@1.35  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao ;  $2.25  to  Demerara ; 
$1.75  to  Bermuda ;  $1.50  to  Vera  Cruz ;  $1.50  to 
Tampico;  16@17s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  17@18s  to 
Rosario ;  17@18s  to  Rio ;  17@18s  to  Santos ; 
9s@9s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  ^lediterranean 
not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded  ;  $5.25  and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $5.75 
to  Japanese  ports. 
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Western  Retail  ^lotes, 

Johansen  Brothers  have  sold  their  coal  business 
at  Tyler,  Minn.,  to  Lars  Jensen,  of  the  same 
place. 

The  Manning  Fuel  Co.,  St.  James,  Minn.,  has 
enlarged  its  coal  sheds  preparatory  to  starting  the 
fall  business. 

Gishwiller  &  Sullivan,  Lena,  Ill.,  have  leased 
the  warehouse  of  George  Shick  at  that  town,  and 
will  use  the  same  for  storing  coal  during  the 
coming  winter. 

A  fire  was  recently  discovered  in  the  coal  bin 
of  McKee  &  Walkinshaw,  Blanchard,  Iowa,  but 
as  the  coal  was  removed  before  the  blaze  gained 
any  headway  the  loss  will  be  small. 

George  Dills,  of  Vincennes,  Ind.,  who  recently 
sold  his  coal  business  in  that  city  to  W.  E. 
Walker,  of  Cairo,  Ill.,  will  it  is  said,  open  an¬ 
other  coal  office  soon  in  Vincennes. 

The  coal  pile  of  Frank  &  Lucas,  Blanchard, 
Iowa,  was  recently  discovered  to  be  on  fire,  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  most  of  the 
fuel  before  the  blaze  could  be  entirely  extin¬ 
guished.  It  is  not  believed  that  much  damage 
was  caused. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Kansas  City  have 
formed  an  association  which  is  received  with 
popular  approval.  It  is  called  the  Correct  Weight 
Association  and  its  object  is  to  see  that  the 
consumer  gets  what  is  coming  to  him.  Special 
policemen  sworn  in  by  the  mayor  but  paid  by  the 
association  will  intercept  teamsters  at  random 
and  require  them  to  take  their  coal  to  the  scales 
and  have  it -weighed.  Whenever  the  weight  falls 
short  a  warrant  will  be  sworn  out. 

Lower  rates  on  coal  from  Colorado  to  western 
Kansas  points  is  the  next  concession  that  Carr 
W.  Taylor,  attorney  for  the  Kansas  board  of 
railroad  commissioners,  will  endeavor  to  secure 
from  the  railroads.  In  a  circular  letter  to  the 
mayor  of  each  county  seat  in  the  State,  Mr. 
Taylor  outlines  a  plan  to  secure  lower  coal  rates. 
The  plan  of  operation  proposed  by  Mr.  Taylor 
is  outlined  in  his  letter  as  follows :  '  In  case 

we  fail  to  secure  a  reduction  in  said  coal  rates 
through  the  request  of  our  board  of  railroad  com¬ 
missioners,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us,  in  order 
to  properly  present  the  case  to  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  to  employ  an  expert  to 
prepare  tables  of  comparison  of  coal  rates  for  us 
and  who'  is  familiar  and  competent  to  testify  to 
the  traffic  and  commercial  conditions  affecting 
the  making  of  freight  rates  on  coal.  Our  board 
of  railroad  commissioners  has  decided  that  the 
contingent  fund  of  five  thousand  dollars  given 
to  it  by  the  legislature  can  not  be  used  for  such 
purpose.  Therefore,  it  will  be  necessary  to  raise 
the  money  necessary  and  to  ask  that  interested 
parties  contribute  small  sums  for  such  purpose. 
As  from  fifty  to  sixty  counties  are  interested  in 
securing  the  reduction,  a  subscription  of  twenty 
dollars  from  each  county  ought  to  be  sufficient 
to  defray  these  expenses  and  secure  the  most 
ppable  experts.  I  know  you  will  be  interested 
in  this  question  and  will  immediately  appoint  a 
competent  committee  to  make  investigation  asked 
for  above  and  to  receive  subscriptions  for  its 
share  of  the  above  mentioned  expense.  Your 
draft  should  be  made  payable  to  the  Merchants 
National  bank  of  Topeka,  Kas.  No  part  of  this 
fund  will  be  used  for  any  other  purpose  than  that 
above  mentioned  and  if  any  remains  af  close  of 
case  it  will  be  returned  to  subscribers.  This  case 
is  of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  our  State 
and  if  we  are  successful  in  securing  a  reduction 
in  our  coal  rates,  will  be  the  means  of  saving 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  annually.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  you  will  give  the  matter  im¬ 
mediate  attention  and  have  your  committee  re¬ 
port  to  me  within  ten  davs.” 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

The  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.  will  make  a  large 
addition  to  their  coal  storage  warehouse  at 
Thirty-second  street  and  Hiawatha  avenue,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Minn.  The  main  building  will  be  thirty 
by  216  feet,  and  the  office  thirty  by  twenty  feet. 
The  cost  will  be  five  thousand  dollars. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy’s  new  au¬ 
tomatic  coal  house  and  chutes  at  Chariton,  Iowa, 
burned  a  few  days  ago.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is 
a  mystery,  but  the  general  supposition  is  that  it 


was  spontaneous  combustion  or  a  dust  explosion 
that  caused  the  fire.  The  new  structure  was  just 
completed  in  February  at  a  cost  of  thirty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  and  was  considered  one  of  the  best 
coal  houses  along  the  line  of  the  road.  It  is 
understood  that  the  plant  will  be  rebuilt  at  once. 

Oklahoma  claims  to  have  more  coal  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  Just  how  much  there 
is  has  never  been  determined.  New  veins  are 
constantly  being  discovered.  Few  people  have 
any  conception  of  the  immense  deposits  in  the 
new  state.  Up  to  within  the  past  few  months  it 
was  believed  that  practically  all  the  valuable 
coal  was  in  the  Choctaw  nation  but  recent  in¬ 
vestigations  have  shown  that  vast  deposits  un¬ 
derlie  certain  parts  of  the  Creek  and  Cherokee 
nations  as  well. 

The  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  railway  has  begun 
suit  against  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
railway  and  the  Pueblo  Gas  &  Fuel  Co.  to  solve 
the  mystery  of  the  whereabouts  of  a  carload  of 
coal.  The  Rio  Grande  delivered  the  coal  to  the 
Santa  Fe  for  delivery  to  the  gas  company  at 
Pueblo,  Colo.,  and  later  received  back  the  empty 
car.  The  gas  company  refuses  to  pay  the  freight 
of  $116  because  it  claims  it  never  received  the 
coal.  The  Santa  Fe  says  it  delivered  the  coal. 
So  the  Rio  Grande  wants  the  court  to  settle  it. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  decided 
to  four-track  its  lines  between  Pittsburg  and 
the  Connellsville  coke  region,  a  distance  of 
about  seventy  miles.  It  is  expected  that  the 
work  will  be  completed  in  a  year  and  a  half. 
The  engineering  department  has  prepared 
plans  also  for  practically  rebuilding  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  &  Western  division  from  Allegheny  to 
Newcastle,  a  distance  of  fifty-seven  miles,  and 
shorten  the  running  line  to  Chicago,  reducing 
the  time  between  Pittsburg  and  Chicago  by 
two  or  three  hours. 

The  miners  at  Edna  mine.  No.  2,  at  Irwin, 
Pa.,  went  out  on  strike  Monday  because  the  com¬ 
pany  refused  to  allow  beer  agents  to  come  into 
the  town  to  make  deliveries.  The  coal  concern 
owns  the  land  surrounding  the  mine  and  agents 
of  all  kinds  are  barred  out.  There  is  a  hotel  in 
the  town  and  it  is  so  regulated  that  drunkenness 
is  kept  down.  Yesterday  a  number  of  men 
refused  to  go  to  work  unless  the  embargo  on  out¬ 
side  beer  was  lifted.  The  company  refused  and 
this  morning  the  mine  is  abandoned  and  three 
hundred  men  are  idle. 

Work  on  the  new  mine  of  the  Tazewell  Coal 
Co.,  near  Pekin,  Ill.,  is  going  forward  at  a  good 
rate  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  the  shaft  in  operation 
by  October  fifteenth.  Tracks  are  being  laid  for 
the  convenient  handling  of  the  output  and  work¬ 
men  are  busily  engaged  in  putting  in  a  track 
scale  where  all  their  product  will  be  weighed. 
The  new  mine  will  have  a  capacity  of  thirty  or 
more  cars  per  day  after  things  get  in  running 
order.  The  new  shaft  is  northeast  of  the  old  one 
some  hundreds  of  yards,  between  the  Big  Four 
and  Santa  Fe  tracks,  and  both  railroad  com¬ 
panies  already  have  switch  tracks  leading  to  the 
shaft.  The  new  mine  will  give  employment  to 
many  more  men  and  is  an  important  addition 
to  the  city’s  industries. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  coal  men  are  much  interested 
in  the  large  mine  which  is  being  opened  at 
Canaanville,  six  miles  east  of  Athens,  by  Brown 
&  Jones,  of  Jackson.  This  territory  was  pros¬ 
pected  several  years  ago,  much  diamond  drilling 
being  done,  and  it  was  reported  as  containing  no 
coal.  The  prospectors,  however,  did  not  put 
their  drills  down  over  two  hundred  feet  and 
failed  to  strike  the  vein.  About  a  year  ago 
parties  secured  options  on  a  large  tract  of  land 
and  going  down  about  450  feet  struck  a  nine-foot 
vein  of  coal.  They  sold  their  options  at  a  good 
profit,  and  the  Jackson  men  are  now  putting  down 
a  large  shaft.  This  opens  up  an  entirely  new 
coal  district.  The  New  Pittsburgh  and  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Cos.  also  are  doing  a  great  deal  of 
development  work  about  Athens,  and  next  year 
will  see  a  big  increase  in  the  coal  production  of 
this  field. 

By  the  caving  in  of  a  large  section  of  rock  and 
earth  in  the  entryway  of  the  Belt,  Mont,  coal 
mine,  owned  and  operated  bv  the  Anaconda  Cop¬ 
per  Mining  Co.,  that  operation  is  at  a  standstill 
and  nearly  three  hundred  men  have  been  tem¬ 
porarily  thrown  out  of  employment.  The  cave-in 
occurred  at  a  point  about  one  hundred  feet  from 
the  mouth  of  the  tunnel  and  extending  backward 


for  a  distance  of  between  150  and  175  feet.  The 
tunnel  was  completely  filled  with  a  mass  of  slid¬ 
ing  earth  and  rock,  but  fortunately  none  of  the 
miners  were  caught  by  the  fall,  the  accident  hap¬ 
pening  at  a  time  when  the  plant  was  closed  down. 
Superintendent  Kinney  at  once  put  a  gang  of 
men  at  work  endeavoring  to  reopen  the  entry 
but  as  fast  as  the  rock  and  earth  was  removed 
more  came  down  to  take  its  place  and  it  was 
found  necessary  to  cut  into  the  hill  from  above 
to  remove  the  loose  material  which  was  sliding 
down  into  the  entry. 

Instead  of  storing  great  quantities  of  coal  in 
the  open  air  on  the  big  coal  docks  located  in  St. 
Louis  bay,  there  is  some  talk  among  Duluth, 
Minn.,  coal  dealers  of  the  possibility  of  installing 
the  new  under  water  storage  receptacles  which, 
it  is  predicted,  will  save  a  considerable  sum  to 
the  coal  dealers  in  preventing  the  wind  from 
blowing  away  quantities  of  the  coal  in  the  shape 
of  dust.  The  under  water  idea  will  also  shut  off 
all  possibility  of  fires  getting  any  fc\ithold  as 
in  times  past  when  the  flames,  starting  spontane¬ 
ously  in  the  bottom  of  the  piles,  would  smoulder 
for  weeks  at  a  time  before  they  could  be  checked. 
The  under  water  innovation  in  the  storage  of 
coal  has  already  been  tried  at  one  or  two  of  the 
lake  ports  in  the  east  and  has  been  found  to  be 
a  successful  method  of  preserving  the  coal  and 
preventing  fires. 

Operations  have  now  been  fully  resumed  at  the 
Rock  Fork  mine.  Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  which 
was  badly  wrecked  by  an  explosion  in  which 
eight  lives  were  lost  last  June,  and  shipments  are 
being  made  as  before  the  disaster.  Suits,  in 
which  damages  aggregating  $150,000  have  been 
filed,  by  heirs  of  the  victims,  against  the  owners, 
the  Northwestern  Improvement  Co.,  an  adjunct, 
it  is  said,  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railway.  It  is 
also  reported  that  the  Northwestern  Improve¬ 
ment  Co.,  which  owns  big  coal  mines  in  Kittitas 
county.  Wash.,  will  soon  issue  an  order  that  no 
more  of  the  product  of  these  mines  will  be  sold 
and  that  all  the  agencies  will  be  discontinued. 
The  Northwestern  is  a  subsidiary  corporation 
of  the  Northern  Pacific,  and,  according  to  the 
report,  all  of  the  coal  from  the  mines  will  be 
required  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
It  is  said  that  the  Northwestern  Co.  has  been 
unsuccessful  in  securing  other  coal  lands  in 
Kittitas  county,  which  has  forced  it  to  take  this 
action  as  a  protection  to  the  railway  company. 
If  this  order  is  carried  out  it  will  be  far  reach¬ 
ing  in  its  effect,  for  the  coal  from  the  Kittitas 
county  mines  is  consumed  in  all  parts  of  the 
state.  Thousands  will  be  affected,  for  it  means 
that  higher  prices  will  have  to  be  paid  for  other 
coal. 

Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

The  Burchinal  Coke  Co.  has  planned  for  the 
building  of  fifteen  more  ovens  at  its  plant  near 
Outcrop,  Pa. 

The  Glen  Easton  Coal  Co.  is  perfecting  plans 
for  extensive  improvements  at  its  mine  near 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  whereby  its  capacity  will  be 
increased  to  about  fifteen  hundred  tons  per  day. 

The  Locust  Spring  washery  at  Shamokin,  Pa., 
operated  by  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  has  been  shut  down  for  an  indefinite 
period.  Many  men  are  thrown  out  of  employ¬ 
ment. 

J.  W.  lams,  of  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  has  sold  220 
acres  of  coal  in  Morris  township,  Greene  county. 
Pa.,  to  Walter  Hawkins  and  Robert  Hoskinson, 
also  of  Waynesburg,  for  one  hundred  dollars  an 
acre.  Mr.  lams  purchased  this  farm  a  few  years 
ago  at  a  nominal  price. 

Francis  Rocks,  of  Masontown,  Pa.,  and  Rich¬ 
ard  and  H.  A.  Davis,  of  Everson,  Pa.,  have 
bought  twenty-five  acres  of  coal  land  in  Mt. 
Pleasant  township,  Westmoreland  county,  and 
will  proceed  at  once  to  build  a  forty-oven  coke 
plant.  The  consideration  was  about  one  thousand 
dollars  an  acre. 

The  grading  of  the  new  anthracite  coal  storage 
plant  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  at  Old  Bridge, 
outside  of  South  Amboy,  N.  J.,  is  completed,  and 
the  work  of  erecting  the  conveyors  and  reloaders, 
which  will  be  done  by  a  concern  in  Philadelphia, 
will  begin  at  once.  The  plant,  which  is  intended 
for  the  storage  of  coal  for  tide  shipment,  will 
consist  of  fourteen  floors,  with  an  aggregate 
capacity  of  about  225,000  tons.  It  is  to  be  com¬ 
pleted  and  ready  for  operation  this  fall. 
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Because  of  the  custom  prevailing  in 
the  anthracite  field  to  observe  the  funeral 
day  of  victims  of  mine  fatalities  the  em¬ 
ployes  sacrificed  about  $1,000,000  in 
wages  last  year,  when  644  lives  were 
lost.  The  average  amount  paid  out  in 
wages  a  day  at  a  colliery  is  $1,500.  It 
is  said  that  steps  will  be  taken  at  the 
forthcoming  annual  convention  next 
month  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America  to  abolish  the  custom  and  have 
the  colliery  at  which  a  victim  perished 
work  on  his  funeral  day,  and  instead  of 
the  members  paying  tribute  to  his  mem¬ 
ory  by  taking  a  day  off  from  their  eni- 
ployment  to  devote  fifty  per  cent  of  their 
day’s  earnings  to  the  family  of  the 
victim. 

On  September  first  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  secured  an  advance  of  twenty- 
five  cents  for  its  output  in  the  north¬ 
west  markets  and  an  increase  of  ten 
cents  in  the  Hocking  district.  It  is 
learned  that  the  company  has  never 
enjoyed  such  a  prosperous  period  as  at 
present.  Net  earnings  for  July  were 
four  times  larger  than  those  in  July  last 
year  and  from  the  figures  at  hand  for 
August  the  same  ratio  of  increase  over 
last  year  is  shown.  The  company  it 
can  be  stated,  has  more  cash  on  hand 
than  ever  before  in  its  history.  “The 
only  thing  that  can  curtail  our  record 
business,”  said  an  official  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  “is  the  car  shortage.  So  far 
we  have  been  rather  fortunate  in  this 
regard.  The  standing  of  the  company 
among  banks  and  other  financial  ‘institu¬ 
tions  has  improved  materially  within  the 
past  six  months.” 

The  new  colliery  opened  under  the 
direction  of  Slattery  Brothers,  near 
Green’s  Pond,  a  short  distance  east  of 
Port  Carbon,  Pa.,  gives  promise  of 
proving  a  great  benefit  to  this  town. 
Work  has  been  progressing  for  two 
years,  and  the  operators  claim  to  have 
cut  several  veins  of  the  very  best  of 
coal.  Extensive  plans  for  its  mining 
are  now  being  made.  A  siding  has 
been  laid  to  connect  the  colliery  with 
the  Schuylkill  Valley  division  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  railway.  Work 
at  building  an  up-to-date  breaker  has 
been  begun,  and  is  already  well  ad¬ 
vanced.  The  breaker  will  be  provided 
with  the  most  improved  machinery,  and 
will  be  first  class  in  every  particular. 
All  the  improvements  are  being  pushed 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  by  the  opening  of  the  new 
year  the  colliery  will  be  ready  to  ship 
coal. 

The  Reliance  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittston, 
Pa.,  has  struck  a  new  six-foot  vein  of 
coal  of  excellent  quality  in  the  new 
shaft  which  they  have  been  driving,  at 
a  distance  of  237  feet,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  feels  much  elated  over  the  quality 
of  it.  It  is  the  intention  to  open  up 
new  headings  and  increase  the  capacity 
several  hundred  tons  per  month  when 
in  operation.  The  company  as  first 
formed  only  operated  for  a  year  or  more 
when  they  sold  out  to  Theodore  Hogan, 
superintendent,  and  Pittston,  Avoca  and 
Scranton  capitalists.  Mr.  Hogan  under¬ 
took  to  sink  the  shaft  while  in  the  em¬ 


ploy  of  the  old  company  and  several 
scoffed  at  the  idea  that  the  shaft  being 
sunk  at  that  point  would  be  successful. 
None  now  feel  happier  over  the 
find  than  Mr.  Hogan,  who  is  ttill 
superintendent.  The  additional  acre¬ 
age  of  coal  that  the  Reliance  secured 
from  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  the 
finding  of  the  new  vein  of  coal  will  re¬ 
sult  in  increasing  the  capacity  of  the 
breaker  as  soon  as  Mr.  Hogan  returns 
from  a  western  trip. 

State  Tax  Commissioner  Dillon,  of 
West  Virginia,  has  instituted  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  circuit  court  of  b'ayette  coun¬ 
ty  to  remove  from  office  S.  T.  Carter 
and  B.  E.  Bare,  assessors  of  Fayette 
county.  Dillon  a  few  days  ago  went  to 
Fayette  county  to  look  into  the  matter 
of  assessing  the  leasehold  estates  of  the 
coal  operators.  He  says  he  found  that 
the  assessors  proposed  to  place  the  valu¬ 
ations  of  that  kind  of  property  at  figures 
much  smaller  than  he  thought  proper, 
and  he  suggested  certain  amounts  that 
would  have  made  the  total  about  $5,500,- 
000  for  the  county.  He  gave  these  fig¬ 
ures  to  the  assessors  and  warned  them 
that  unless  they  made  the  assessment 
somewhere  near  them  he  would  bring 
an  action  to  oust  them.  The  assessors 
made  the  assessments  of  the  leasehold 
estates  and  the  total  reached  was  $604,- 
000,  or  a  little  more  than  ten  per  cent 
of  the  amount  demanded  by  Dillon.  In 
the  petition  filed  by  him  today  Dillon 
alleges  that  the  assessors  have  “wilfully 
and  fraudulently  disregarded  the  law 
and  violated  their  oaths  of  office,  and 
that  they  were  influenced  to  do  so  by 
the  owners  of  the  property.”  The  coal 
leaseholds  in  Fayette  county  were  last 
year  assessed  at  seventy-five  thousand 
dollars. 

The  absence  of  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  coke  plants  in  the  Pittsburg 
district,  as  a  result  of  the  present  pros¬ 
perity  in  the  iron  and  steel  trade,  with 
resulting  excellent  prices  for  coke,  has 
been  remarked  recently  by  those  familiar 
with  the  trade.  The  explanation  given 
by  one  of  the  larger  coke  producers  is 
that  the  cost  of  coking  coal  lands  has 
risen  to  a  figure  that  it  staggers  the 
prospective  investor.  He  says  that  five 
years  ago  fourth  pool  coking  sold  for 
one  hundred  dollars  an  acre ;  now  it  is 
held  at  one  thousand  two  hundred. 
Thick  vein  coal  that  was  not  considered 
good  coking  coal  then,  and  was  valued 
at  fifty  dollars  an  acre,  is  now  worth 
six  hundred  dollars.  The  cost  of  de¬ 
velopment  has  increased  remarkably. 
One  concern  here  laid  aside  three  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  cost 
of  adding  three  hundred  ovens  to  its 
plant.  The  actual  cost  when  the  work 
was  completed  was  eight  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  He  says  further :  “This 
shows  how  e.xpensive  the  development 
work  has  become,  even  after  the  coal 
is  secured.  Such  costs  as  these  make 
many  men  who  could  enter  the  business 
hesitate  before  they  tie  up  so  much  capi¬ 
tal  in  a  single  venture.  Others  cannot 
command  such  large  sums.” 

J.  P.  Delahaunty  Jr.,  H.  C.  Berlew 
and  James  McDonald,  all  of  West  Pitts¬ 


ton,  Pa.,  have  commenced  an  action  in 
equity  against  the  West  Pittston  Ceine- 
tery  Association  and  the  Clear  Spring 
Coal  Co.  asking  the  court  for  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  a  preliminary  injunction  to  re¬ 
strain  the  two  defendants  from  proceed¬ 
ing  on  a  coal  lease  or  contract.  'I'he 
plaintiffs  contend  that  they  are  the  own¬ 
ers  of  lots  in  the  West  Pittston  Ceme¬ 
tery  and  that  they  are  members  and 
stockholders  of  the  above  cemetery  as¬ 
sociation.  'I'heir  contention  is  that  on 
July  thirty-first,  t'JOO,  (he  cemetery  as¬ 
sociation  leased  the  coal  underlying  the 
cemetery  to  the  Clear  Spring  Coal  Co. 
without  the  consent  or  sanction  of  all  of 
the  stockholders.  'I'he  plaintiffs  and 
several  others  of  the  stockholders  on 
learning  of  the  lease  made  application 
for  the  privilege  of  looking  at  the  lease 
and  inquiring  into  its  contents.  'I'hey 
claim  that  both  the  coal  company  and 
the  cemetery  association  refused  to  per¬ 
mit  them  to  look  at  it.  'I'hey  further  al¬ 
lege  the  association  did  not  have  the 
right  or  authority  to  lease  or  sell  the 
coal  underlying  the  cemetery  without 
consent  of  all  the  stockholders  or  own¬ 
ers  of  lots  in  said  cemetery  and  con- 
se(|uently  the  plaintiffs  brought  this  suit 
to  have  the  court  restrain  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  from  proceeding  with  the  mining 
until  the  court  has  decided  the  question. 

Southern 

Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

C.  L.  Walker,  James  Bolar  and  Lee 
Camp,  all  of  Hickman,  Ky.,  have  organ¬ 
ized  the  Independent  Coal  Co.,  at  that 
city. 

The  Simpson  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  by  John  R. 
Simpson  and  a  number  of  associates. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
six  thousand  dollars. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed 
at  Gadsden,  Ala.,  by  the  Straight  Moun¬ 
tain  Coal  Co.  'I'he  incorporators  are 
Henry  J.  Certain,  Robert  '1'.  Baugh, 
'I'racy  W.  Pratt,  and  J.  R.  Boyd,  of 
Huntsville,  Ala.,  and  C.  M.  Baugh,  of 
Gadsden.  R.  T.  Baugh  is  president: 
J.  R.  Boyd,  vice-president,  and  H.  J. 
Certain,  secretary.  The  capital  stock 
is  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  company 
owns  fine  coal  mines  on  the  eastern 
brow  of  Sand  mountain,  near  Gadsden, 
which  will  be  developed  on  an  extensiv'e 
scale.  The  incorporators  are  princi¬ 
pally  Huntsville  business  men  who  pos¬ 
sess  ample  means  to  carry  on  the  en¬ 
terprise. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  vein  of  soft  coal  has  just  been  dis¬ 
covered  on  the  land  of  Col.  W.  J.  Tally, 
near  Bass,  Ala.  Mr.  Tally  will  begin 
work  on  the  new  find  at  once. 

The  Montlake  Coal  Co.,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  operating  mines  in  the  Walden’s 
ridge  belt,  has  filed  a  mortgage  for  the 


purpose  of  issuing  $22,000  in  bonds  to 
bear  interest  at  six  per  cent. 

The  Bates  Coal  Co.,  of  Bates,  Ark., 
has  commenced  grading  the  railroad  to 
their  mine,  and  expects  to  be  shipping 
coal  by  October  first.  'I'hey  will  em¬ 
ploy  about  one  hundred  men. 

The  Mineral  Development  Co.,  of 
Philadelphia,  has  purchased  six  hundred 
acres  of  mountain  land  in  Letcher 
county,  Ky.,  paying  forty  dollars  an 
acre.  The  property  is  situated  in  the 
heart  of  the  Elkhorn  coal  valley,  and 
this  is  said  to  be  the  highest  price  ever 
paid  for  Kentucky  mountain  land. 

'Fhe  Kansas  City  Southern  railway 
has  announced  that  it  will  put  in  at 
Pf)rt  Arthur,  'I'exas,  a  coaling  station 
with  a  capacity  of  2,.500  tons.  As  some 
of  the  boats  now  making  the  port  have 
to  coal  from  lighters  or  go  to  Galves¬ 
ton,  this  will  be  directly  to  the  interest 
of  the  shipping  which  makes  use  of  the 
canal.  The  road  also  states  that  there 
will  be  large  expenditures  for  terminals 
in  the  near  future  in  addition  to  what 
has  already  been  undertaken. 

By  a  deal  just  closed  between  the 
Chattanooga  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co. 
and  a  party  of  eastern  men,  namely, 
Robert  Marshall,  Dr.  W.  A.  Long- 
necker  and  Melton  A.  McCormick,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Charles  W.  Stauffer,  of 
.Scotdale,  Pa.,  and  George  A.  Barnum, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  these  gentlemen 
have  come  into  possession  of  six  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Marion 
county,  Tenn.,  which  they  propose  to 
improve  at  once.  The  land  lies  on  the 
edge  of  Marion  and  Hamilton  counties, 
about  twelve  miles  down  the  Tennessee 
river  from  Chattanooga,  and  has  a  river 
frontage  of  about  one  and  one-fourth 
miles,  running  back  to  the  brow  of  Wal¬ 
den’s  ridge.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  new 
owners  to  organize  as  a  company  and 
invest  a  large  sum  in  the  development 
of  coal  mines  upon  their  property. 

Two  new  coal  mines  have  already 
been  opened  on  the  line  of  the  Clear 
Fork  railway,  cast  of  Jellico,  Tenn.,  and 
two  other  mines  will  shortly  be  opened. 
The  two  in  which  mining  operations 
have  begun  are  the  Clearfork  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  and  the  Pruden  Coal  Co.,  the 
president  of  the  former  company  being 
J.  B.  Templeton.  One  of  the  two  mines 
which  are  soon  to  be  opened  is  known 
as  the  Rogers  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the 
stvle  of  the  company  which  is  to  operate 
the  other  not  being  ascertained.  Coal  is 
now  being  mined  and  shipped  from  the 
Clearfork  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the 
Pruden  Coal  Co.,  and  active  prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  for  the  opening  of 
the  two  mines  which  propose  soon  to 
begin  business.  The  Clearfork  railway 
was  built  jointly  by  the  Southern  rail¬ 
way  and  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad  to  develop  the  coal  veins  east 
of  Jellico,  and  the  beginning  which  has 
been  made  indicates  that  a  profitable 
coal  field  will  be  opened  in  the  region 
tapped  by  the  railroad. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  September  13. — 
{Special  Correspondence.) — Warm  Sep¬ 
tember  weather  is  having  a  slightly  re¬ 
tarding  effect  upon  the  domestic  coal 
market,  according  to  the  statements  of 
some  of  the  local  operators,  who  report 
a  falling  off  of  both  orders  and  in¬ 
quiries,  though  not  in  sufficient  volume 
to  weaken  prices  or  to  create  cause  for 
anxiety,  the  situation  being  regarded 
as  one  which  will  quickly  mend  itself, 
with  the  advent  of  a  little  more  fall¬ 
like  temperature. 

This  condition  is  not  unacceptable  to 
the  companies  having  lake  ■  contracts 
to  fulfill  before  the  close  of  navigation. 
Small  operators  have  been  approached 
during  the  past  week  by  offers  for  the 
output  of  mines  to  meet  these  require¬ 
ments,  both  by  local  concerns  and  those 
in  other  fields,  but  the  prices  on  lake 
business  are  not  attractive  at  this  stage 
of  the  season  as  compared  with  those 
which  govern  current  trade.  A  general 
good  feeling  over  the  trade  outlook  con¬ 
tinues  to  prevail,  and  it  is  felt  that 
the  market  will  stand  another  advance 
by  October  first,  or  in  lieu  of  this  coal 
will  go  to  a  premium.  A  repetition  of 
the  experience  of  last  fall,  when  Hock¬ 
ing  lump  brought  $2  and  $2.25  in  the 
Chicago  market,  is  hoped  for,  without 
the  slump  which  followed  in  the  wake 
of  that  period  of  prosperity,  due  to  an 
unseasonable  winter. 

Cars  Fifty  Per  Cent  Short. 

Cars  remain  about  fifty  per  cent  short 
of  the  demand,  this  shortage  appearing 
to  be  uniform,  with  no  complaints  as  yet 
of  discrimination.  The  situation  was 
eased  up  in  a  slight  degree  last  week 
by  the  voluntary  idleness  of  miners  in¬ 
cident  to  Labor  Day  and  the  state  fair, 
the  latter  event  always  drawing  a  large 
attendance  from  the  Hocking  valley. 
On  the  whole,  the  car  supply  has  held 
up  so  far  much  better  than  was  antici¬ 
pated  a  month  ago,  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  worst  fears  are  liable  to  be 
realized  with  the  first  touch  of  cold 
weather.  The  good  business  of  the 
summer  has  not  been  due  in  any  great 
degree  to  the  providence  of  dealers  in 
laying  in  stocks,  and  the  annual  scram¬ 
ble  is  looked  for  a  little  later. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Chaotic. 

The  local  retail  trade  is  in  a  more 
chaotic  state  than  for  several  seasons. 
Prosecutions  instituted  in  several  cities 
of  Ohio  last  winter  against  alleged  com- 
binations  of  dealers  for  advancing 
prices  are  claimed  to  discourage  the 
usual  community  of  interests  along  this 
line,  particularly  as  some  of  the  news¬ 
papers  have  taken  the  attitude  of  cham¬ 
pions  of  the  consumer  and  are  exercis¬ 
ing  a  surveillance  over  the  movements 
of  dealers.  Independent  action  on  the 
part  of  many  of  the  latter  in  putting 
up  prices  this  early  in  the  season  has 
called  forth  some  bitter  newspaper  at¬ 
tacks.  Ordinarily  at  this  time  of  year 
Hocking  lump  sells  in  the  local  market 
at  three  dollars  per  ton,  but  a  canvass 
of  the  coal  yards  made  within  the  last 
day  or  two  discloses  that  while  some 
dealers  are  still  supplying  coal  at  this 
figure,  others  are  getting  $3.25  and  $3.50, 
yards  owned  directly  by  operators 
standing  out  for  stiff  prices. 

In  defense  of  their  action  in  enforc¬ 
ing  former  winter  prices,  dealers  plead 
the  increased  expense  at  which  they  are 
placed  under  the  new  car  service  rule, 
which  reduces  the  time  for  unloading 
from  ninetv-six  to  forty-eight  hours. 
A  vehicle  tax  which  has  just  gone  into 
effect  is  cited  as  a  further  item  of  out¬ 
lay.  West  Virginia  is  selling  at  $3.25 


to  $3.50  and  Pocahontas  at  $4.00.  The 
latter  is  e.xjjected  to  have  no  further 
advance,  as  stocks  are  laid  in  early  by 
that  class  of  consumers  who  can  afford 
the  luxury  of  a  smokeless  domestic 
coal. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

President  Blower,  of  the  His3dvania 
Coal  Co.,  is  in  Pittsburg. 

O.  F.  McKinney,  president  of  the 
Zanesville  Coal  Co.,  was  in  town  on 
Wednesday. 

Harry  Loomis,  of  the  National  Fuel 
Co.,  Akron,  was  in  Columbus  the  fore 
part  of  the  week. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  paid  a  visit  to  To¬ 
ledo  and  Cleveland  this  week. 

The  Dean  Coal  Co.  has  secured  a 
yearly  contract  on  two  large  office 
building  for  its  Cambridge  coal. 

C.  M.  Anderson,  of  the  Anderson 
Coal  Co.,  was  at  Shelby,  Ohio,  this 
week  attending  the  funeral  of  a  rela¬ 
tive. 

W.  M.  Byers,  formerly  with  the 
Glenmore  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  has 
embarked  in  the  wholesale  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Jacob  Rapp  &  Co.  have  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  the  county 
coal  for -the  next  twelve  months,  iheir 
bid  being  $2.13  on  Hocking  lump. 

The  War  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  in  the 
Schultz  building,  has  been  rearranging 
its  quarters,  a  new  room  having  been 
taken  on  for  the  use  of  President  Fos¬ 
ter. 

The  Capitol  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
has  removed  its  offices'  from  the 
seventh  to  the  eleventh  floor  of  the 
Columbus  Savings  &  Trust  building, 
adjoining  the  quarters  of  the  Coal  club. 

Among  retail  dealers  in  tbe  city  last 
week  from  throughout  the  state  were : 
T.  J.  Loubis,  Hepburn ;  O.  E.  Niles, 
Circleville;  A.  A.  Huber,  Piqua;  Jacob 
Horr,  Mechanicsburg ;  J.  M.  Landis, 
Shelby;  W.  S.  Kechly,  Piqua;  Mr. 
Glenn,  of  Glenn  &  Sheppard,  Newark ; 
C.  Kraft,  Reynoldsburg;  and  W.  H. 
Weekly,  Newark. 

The  Ralston  Steel  Car  Co.  at  this 
point  is  turning  out  ten  new  cars  a  day 
and  is  enlarging  its  capacity  to  double 
this  output.  It  recently  delivered  five 
hundred  cars  to  the  Ohio  Central  lines 
and  is  now  filling  an  order  of  one 
thousand  for  the  Kanawha  &  Michi¬ 
gan.  The  cars  are  of  special  type  with 
drop  bottoms,  the  patents  for  which  are 
owned  by  the  Ralston  Co. 

The  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  follow¬ 
ing  the  lead  of  certain  other  Hocking 
operators,  will  open  up  a  retail  yard 
in  Columbus  for  the  sale  of  a  portion 
of  its  product.  It  has  acquired  the 
business  known  as  the  West  Broad 
Street  Coal  Co.,  heretofore  conducted 
by  klrs.  J.  A.  Caldwell.  The  location 
is  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwest¬ 
ern.  New  bins  will  be  put  in  and  the 
plant  otherwise  enlarged  and  improved. 
.\  specialty  will  be  made  of  the  domes¬ 
tic  coals.  Raccoon  Valley,  Pine  Lump 
and  Job’s  Shawnee  No.  6  vein. 

.•\n  important  and  novel  piece  of  en¬ 
gineering  is  being  put  through  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  new  Buckeye  Splint 
mine  belonging  to  Maynard  Bros.,  well 
known  Columbus  operators.  The  mine, 
which  is  located  at  Rutland,  Meigs 
county,  has  openings  on  opposite  sides 


of  the  hill,  and  the  two  points  are  to  be 
connected  with  a  trestle  between  four 
hundred  and  five  hundred  feet  in  length, 
having  a  maximum  altitude  of  thirty- 
si-x  feet.  This  spans  the  Kanawha  & 
Michigan  railway,  and  the  entire  coal 
traffic  of  the  latter  will  pass  beneath 
the  trestle.  Professor  Rae,  of  Ohio  State 
University,  is  the  engineer.  The  new 
mine  will  have  a  capacity  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  tons  a  day  and  will  be  ready  for 
operation  before  the  first  of  the  new 
year. 

.•\n  effort  is  being  made  by  Secretary 
Cate,  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale  &  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  to  have 
present  a  strong  force  of  retail  men 
on  next  Tuesday,  the  eighteenth, 
when  the  car  service  question  is 
to  have  a  hearing  before  the  .State 
Railway  Commission.  By  their  at¬ 
tendance  dealers  will  show  that 
they  are  interested  in  the  matter 
at  issue  and  thus  create  a  good  moral 
effect.  The  event  is  attracting  notice 
on  the  part  of  the  general  'pufilic,  as  a 
number  of  other  commodities  besides 
coal  are  affected.  This  is  the  first  case 
to  come  before  the  new  railway  com¬ 
mission,  which  was  created  by  the  last 
state  legislature. 

.Another  ruling  which  will  materially 
affect  the  shipping  arrangements  be-' 
tween  tbe  coal  consumer  and  the  oper¬ 
ator  places  the  railroad  in  the  attitude 
of  agents  for  the  consignee,  rather  than 
the  consignor.  All  coal  is  handled  on 
a  tariff  separate  from  other  freight,  ar»l 
the  railway  commission  maintains  that 
it  embodies  many  inequalities  which 
must  be  remedied.  One  of  these  is  the 
clause  limiting  the  liability  of  the  rail¬ 
road  to  a  shortage  in  weight  of  more 
than  five  hundred  pounds.  If  the  loss 
was  greater  than  this  amount  the  con¬ 
signee  was  left  to  fight  it  out  with  the 
coal  operator.  It  is  claimed  that  big 
consumers  always  asked  for  this  short¬ 
age  and  it  was  allowed  them  by  the 
railroad  companies,  the  small  ones  being 
ignorant  of  this  undisputed  concession 
and’  not  making  a  practice  of  asking 
for  it  and  that  therefore  it  practically 
amounted  to  a  rebate  to  the  more  im¬ 
portant  shipper.  After  January  first 
this  five  hundred  pound  limit  will  be 
removed,  and  the  consignee  must  be 
furnished  a  bill  of  lading  with  each 
car.  Instead  of  the  shipment  becoming 
the  property  of  the  consignee  as  soon 
as  it  leaves  the  mine  the  latter  will  not 
be  responsible  for  it  until  the  car  is 
delivered  to  him,  and  if  it  does  not 
conform  in  weight  to  the  amount  en¬ 
tered  on  the  bill  of  lading  he  will  have 
redress  from  the  railroad.  The  point 
is  made  that  in  many  instances  the  rail¬ 
way  company  and  the  coal  producer  are 
one  and  the  same,  and  that  the  door  is 
thus  left  open  for  many  injustices. 

Car  service  men  in  Columbus,  Ohio, 
take  exceptions  to  the  strictures  of  the 
coal  men  in  the  new  car  service  rules. 
They  say  that  instead  of  being  more 
stringent  the  new  rules  are  more  lib¬ 
eral  than  the  old,  as  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  free  time  is  seventy-two  hours 
instead  of  forty-eight,  as  there  is  but 
one  placement  of  cars  and  that  at  seven 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  The  car  serv¬ 
ice  men  say  that  in  justice  to  all  the 
shippers  on  a  line  a  car  should  be  un¬ 
loaded  promptly,  as  this  will  relieve  con¬ 
gestion  and  add  largely  to  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  a  road.  They  say  that . cars 
are  too  much  in  demand  and  terminal 
space  too  valuable  to  give  either  up  to 
a  shipper  who  fails  to  secure  proper 
storage  room  and  that  the  car  service 
charge,  wherever  enforced,  fails  by 
many  times  to  pay  the  railway  com¬ 
pany  for  the  loss  occasioned  by  the  de¬ 
lay  of  the  car.  In  regard  to  the  case 
now  before  the  state  railway  commis¬ 
sion  railway  attorneys  say  that  they 
have  a  decision  of  the  United  States 
court  in  the  Louisville  district  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  that  forty-eight  hour®  '=  a  reason¬ 
able  time  to  allow  for  the  unloading  of 
cars.  In  case  the  decision  of  the  state 
commission  is  against  the  railroads  the 
right  of  review  by  the  courts  will  be  in¬ 
voked  by  the  railway  companies  at 
once. 


Should  you  be  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  Kanawha  Splint 
and  Gas  or  New  River 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coals 
just  drop  the  hint  to  the 

KANAWHA  4  OHIO  FUEL  CO. 

MINERS  lod  SHIPPERS 
405-406  Hayden  Bldg.  •  Columbus,  Ohio 


Mine  31.  — Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  OKfo 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Michigan  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  G.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein. 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— **  Manhattan ” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODVCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


A.  B  Willson.  Jas.  A.  Uenchey  C.  S.  Blnns 

The  Capitol  Coal  4 
Coke  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas, 

Youghiogheny, 

Thacker,  Hocking. 

Capitol  Splint  and 
Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 

FOUNDRY,  FURNACE  AND 
DOMESTIC  COKE 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 
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Southern 

Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
of  Bristol,  Va.,  acquires  title  to  twenty- 
three  thousand  acres  of  the  richest  tim¬ 
ber  and  mineral  land  in  east  Tennessee. 
The  land  lies  in  Johnson  county  and 
was  purchased  from  George  S.  Scott, 
of  New  York,  at  a  consideration  of 
$90,000.  The  purchasers  will  develop 
the  property. 

The  Alabama  Coal,  Iron  &  Lumber 
Co.,  a  corporation  organized  some 
months  ago  hy  Chicago  capitalists  and 
having  a  charter  in  South  Dakota,  has 
acquired  thirty  thousand  acres  of  min¬ 
eral  and  timber  lands  in  the  Paint 
Rock  valley,  near  Iluntsville,  Ala.,  and 
will  build  a  mineral  railroad  from  Gur¬ 
ley  to  its  property  nine  miles  from  the 


Southern  railroad.  The  company  has  a 
capital  of  one  million  dollars.  It  has 
secured  the  right  of  way  of  the  old  Gur¬ 
ley  &  Paint  Rock  Valley  railroad,  the 
roadbed  of  which  is  graded,  and  the 
new  railroad  will  cost  not  much  over 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Bessemer 
Coal,  Iron  &  Land  Co.  held  an  important 
meeting  in  Bessemer,  Ala.,  on  Septem¬ 
ber  first,  at  which  it  was  decided  to  issue 
$250,000  in  bonds  for  the  further  ex¬ 
tensive  development  of  the  company’s 
property.  The  greater  part  of  the  min¬ 
ing  property  of  the  Bessemer  Coal,  Iron 
&  Land  Co.  is  located  at  Belle  Ellen  in 
Bibb  county,  Ala.  The  company  has 
also  recently  secured  a  large  tract  of 
mineral  land  at  Wind  Rock,  Tenn., 
which  it  will  develop  extensively.  One 
of  the  most  important  improvements  that 
will  be  made  will  he  the  installation  of 


an  up-to-date  expensive  electric  haulage 
system  in  the  mines. 

The  Southern  Railway  Co.  has  au¬ 
thorized  the  building  of  nearly  4,000  ad¬ 
ditional  freight  cars  of  approved  type 
for  use  in  East  Tennessee  and  Alabama 
mining  districts.  The  cars  will  first  be 
sent  to  tbe  Knoxville  territory.  The 
building  of  the  cars  has  already  begun, 
and  the  entire  consignment  is  expected 
to  be  ready  for  use  in  time  for  the 
heavy  fall  and  winter  coal  movements. 
The  cars  are  building  at  the  works  of 
the  American  Car  &  Foundry  Co.  at 
Berwick  and  Butler,  Pa.,  and  all  will 
be  of  fifty-ton  capacity. 

'I'he  Aldrich  Mining  Co.,  of  Brilliant, 
Ala.,  has  a  system  of  continuous  weigh¬ 
ing  and  dumping  that  has  proved  very 
efficient.  As  now  operated,  the  train 
of  loaded  cars  is  hauled  to  the  dump. 


and  stops  for  a  moment  with  the  motor 
on  the  tipple  (the  trolley  wire  running 
through  it)  and  the  first  car  on  tha 
weighing  scale.  As  each  car  is  weighed, 
the  motor  moves  forward,  bringing  tbe 
car  on  the  tipple  where  it  is  automat¬ 
ically  caueht  and  dumped.  At  the 
same  time  the  next  succeeding  car  is 
being  weighed.  One  man,  by  means  of 
a  lever,  can  dump  the  cars  and  attend 
to  the  weighing  while  the  train  of  cars 
in  is  in  slow  motion,  without  stopping 
them  at  all.  After  the  rotation  of  the 
tipple  has  been  started,  the  remainder 
of  its  movement  is  automatic;  it  re¬ 
volves  completely,  returning  to  its  origi¬ 
nal  position.  At  no  time  during  the 
dumping  of  the  entire  trip  are  any  of 
the  cars  disconnected,  this  being  made 
possible  by  fastening  the  links  which 
form  the  coupling  to  an  eyebolt  acting 
as  a  swivel.  This  tipple  will  dump 
seven  cars  per  minute. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
3ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre* 
donia,N.Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod- 
All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonla,  N.Y. 

. SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 


erste  in  price.  All  snipi 
We  here  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west. 
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(S01.E:  MHIPPER) 

"  RELIANCE  ”  “  LOPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Back  'Wonntain”  Uline  Agent  ‘^Perfection”  IPimithlng 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Bent’  tiiasi 

“Wilkea  Barre”  “Uhite  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  gradea  Anthracite  And  other  grade»  Bitnminoaa 

ConnelioTilie,  Latrobe,  Oailitzin  and  'Went  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRiSS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON.  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Kail  or  Water  via  P.  R  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  Diamond’s  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  .  _  _ 

can’t  afford  the  slow  way  when  the  rate  for  want  ads  is  only  4  Cents  Per  Word 
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215  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 
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General  Review 

No  radical  cliauges  are  to  be  noted  as  liaving  occurred  in  the 
coal  markets  of  tlie  country  during  the  past  week,  ])i'ogrcss  toward 
added  strengtli  of  dcmaiul  and  in  the  matter  of  prices  liaving  been 
only  moderate  and  in  most  cases  in  accordance  with  what  was  to  be 
expected  from  conditions  and  causes  then  existing  and  operating.  Tlie 
continuance  of  steady  warm  weather  in  most  sections  of  the  country 
undout)tedly  contributed  largely  in  retarding  advances  which  othei'- 
wise  would  have  been  made.  If  the  storms  which  are  reported  as  })re- 
vailing  in  many  sections  of  the  country  Wednesday  night  and  Thurs¬ 
day  are  continued  with  full  equinoxial  violence,  it  juay  be  presumed 
that  the  coming  week  will  mark  the  real  l)cginning  of  heavy  autumn 
business. 

The  unusually  quiet  conditions  prevailing  in  the  anthracite  coal 
trade  last  week  have  continued  practically  without  change  and  no  ap¬ 
preciable  variation  is  ex])0cted  as  long  as  summer  temperature  continues. 
Trade  at  the  seaboard  has  been  very  dull,  Init  at  the  mines  business 
is  reported  as  having  been  excellent  since  the  resumption  of  work 
after  the  suspension  of  operations  following  Lalior  Day,  in  fact,  orders 
have  been  received  so  rapidly  that  the  operators  have  not  been  able  in 
every  instance  to  fill  them  promptly  on  rccei])t.  Large  tpiantities  of 
anthracite  are  in  storage  at  the  present  time  and  it  is  believed  that  the 
time  is  near  when  these  reserve  supplies  Avill  be  needed  and  put  to  good 
use  in  supplying  a  demand  too  great  for  the  current  daily  output  to 
take  care  of.  The  demand  for  all  other  sizes  is  in  excess  of  that  for 
pea  .coal,  so  that  the  latter  is  going  to  the  stock  piles  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties. 

Regarding  the  supply  of  steam  coal  in  the  hands  of  manufact¬ 
urers  and  other  large  consumers,  expert  opinion  is  to  the  effect  that 
very  small  quantities  of  the  steam  sizes  have  been  accumulated  and 
many  of  these  consumers  are  beginning  to  place  large  orders  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  current  needs  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  winter  stocks.  This 
movement  has  resulted  in  a  mai'ked  change  from  the  diill  condition  of 
the  market  for  the  finer  sizes,  which  have  been  especially  heavy  for 
some  months.  The  immediate  effect  of  this  demand  has  been  a  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  shortage  of  supplies  for  immediate  delivery  and  a 
stiffening  of  prices  for  buckwheat,  rice  and  barley,  winch  arc  bringing 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  more  than  they  were  a  short 
time  ago.  It  is  believed  also  that  the  limit  has  not  yet  been  reached. 

All-rail  business  is  active  and  the  railroads  are  making  a  special 
effort  to  secure  all  the  foreign  cars  possible  for  the  shipment  of  coal 
to  destinations  off  from  their  own  lines,  especially  where  shipments 
are  to  points  on  roads  known  to  be  hard  pressed  for  cars,  creating  a 
likelihood  that  the  return  of  cars  will  be  slow.  Retail  busine.ss 
in  Greater  New  York  shows  very  few  signs  yet  of  improvement,  but 
in  the  smaller  towns  and  cities  domestic  consumers  are  beginning  to 
make  their  winter  purchases.  Occa'n  shipments  have  not  been  as  heavy 
as  earlie  r  in  the  season,  so  that  freights  are  somewhat  easier. 

Slow  Improvement  of  Western  Anthracite  Trade. 

Anthracite  trade  in  the  west  still  displays  (ho  somewhat  peculiar 
characteristics  which  it  has  manifested  throughout  the  present  season. 
With  two-thirds  of  the  month  already  past  the  deliberateness  of  buy¬ 
ers  is  almost  as  great  as  in  mid-summer.  In  Ihi'ough-rate  territory 
a  certain  degree  of  activity  is  manifested  on  the  part  of  retailers  in 
response  to  an  increased  placing  of  orders  on  the  part  of  domestic 
consumers.  Otherwise  the  western  anthracite  trade  is  remarkably 
quiet,  both  among  the  wholesalers  and  with  the  retailers.  Even  witii 
the  volume  of  busine.ss  as  light  as  it  is,  shipping  facilities  are  fully 
taxed  in  the  effort  to  make  reasonably  prompt  deliveries  so  (bat  (hose 
who  are  getting  in  their  supplies  now  will  without  doid)t  be  congratu¬ 
lating  themselves  in  the  near  firture,  as  they  will  have  ample  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  do  when  the  real  rush  begins. 


of  tKe  Markets. 

A  ])erc('])tible  impi'ovenient  in  demand  is  a[)parent  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  trade  of  the  seaboard  markets,  altboiigli  expectations  for  Se])- 
tember  have  by  no  means  been  realized.  ^I'lie  delay  in  the  coming  of 
this  expected  im])rovement  in  demand,  however,  can  at  the  worst  be 
only  a  brief  posli)oncmen(,  as  there  is  no  reason  whatever  for  pre¬ 
dicting  any  rediu-tion  in  the  consumption  of  hituminous  coal  by  the 
interests  which  have  used  it  in  the  past.  For  this  rea.son,  and  l)ecausc 
there  has  been  no  heavy  stocking  of  coal  on  the  part  of  consumers  for 
many  montbs,  it  is  evident  that  Ixdter  trade  conditions  must  couie 
soon.  'J’he  most  marked  improvement  has  been  in  connection  with 
the  trade  in  the  far  east,  which  is  helping  materially  in  increasing  the 
output  at  the  mines,  d'his  strengthening  of  demand  in  the  cast  has 
been  stinudated  by  the  coastwise  freights,  which  are  quite  low  at  the 
])resent  time.  The  strength  of  this  demand  can  not,  however,  be 
ex])ectcd  to  conlinue  long,  as  it  is  ex])ected  that  eastern  ports,  espe¬ 
cially  the  shoal  water  harbors,  have  already  rc'ceived  the  bulk  of  their 
normal  tonnage. 

d’rade  is  quiet  along  Long  Island  sound,  as  is  also  the  case  with 
New  York  harbor,  where  available  spot  coal  has  been  .';o  plentiful  that 
there  have  been  many  forced  sales,  having  a  tendency  to  depress 
])rices  to  a  point  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  Ixdow  the  standard. 

The  all-rail  trade  is  fairly  good,  not  only  for  line  business  but 
to  more  distant  i)oints.  Dis])atch  of  cars  from  mine  to  tide  water  is 
good,  but  the  car  sujjply  is  becoming  continually  worse.  While  the 
deficiency  in  the  number  of  cars  available  is  not  working  any  great 
hardship  at  the  ])resent  time,  this  is  due  solely  to  the  lightness  of 
demand.  It  is  clearly  evident  that  the  moment  business  becomes 
really  heavy  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  roads  to  furnish  cars  with 
sufficient  rapidity  to  take  care  of  the  husine.ss  which  will  be  offered. 

Business  at  Pittsburg  Still  Booming. 

Tremendous  as  has  been  the  tonnage  of  coal  and  coke  shipped 
from  Pittsburg  during  each  week  of  the  pre.sent  season,  reports  for 
the  current  week  indicate  that  all  records  have  heen  (>eli])sed.  ff'he 
facilities  of  all  the  railroads  leading  from  Pitt.sburg  to  the  north  and 
west  have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost  to  keej)  tlu'  coal  trains  moving 
with  sufficient  rajiidity  to  avoid  blockades,  yet  with  (he  tonnage  actu¬ 
ally  shipped  as  great  as  it  is,  operators  are  a  unit  in  declaring  that  if 
they  could  get.the  cars  their  shipments  would  be  far  greater. 

The  cry  for  more  cars  is  esjiecially  strong  and  insistent  from  the 
West  Virginia  tields,  which  are  for  this  rea.son  gnaitly  handicapjied  in 
taking  care  of  their  accepted  orders,  and  consequently  are  being  forced 
to  decline  much  of  the  new  busine.ss  which  is  offered  them.  Prices 
for  most  of  the  eastern  bituminous  coals  have  remained  linn  at  form¬ 
er  figures,  but  in  some  instances  have  been  advanced. 

The  advance  in  jirices  has  been  ('specially  noticeable  in  the  coke 
trade,  furnace  coke  having  now  gone  above  three  dollars  p('r  ton  with 
foundry  coke  ])roporiionalely  high.  In  (he  central  west  and  in  (he 
no7'thw('si  th(7  demand  for  eastern  bituminous  coals  is  undiminished, 
with  a  constantly  incrc'asing  inadeipiacy  of  ear  supply,  so  that  much 
complaint  is  heard  of  dilliculty  in  obtaining  supplies  sufficient  for  the 
most  urgent  current  needs.  Ordc'rs  are  far  in  excess  of  (he  shi])men(s 
going  forwai'd  fi'om  the  miiu's,  so  that  delivc'ric's  are  very  much  de¬ 
layed  with  altno.st  every  de.scriplion  of  West  Virginia,  Western  I’enn- 
sylvania  and  Ohio  coal. 

Western  bituminous  coal  shows  only  a  very  nuxh'rate  strength  in 
CLicago,  the  demand  having  shiiwn  no  appivciable  ineiTase  of  late. 
Prices  for  city  delivery  rc'main  on  a  conqiaratively  low  basis,  but  are 
quite  steady,  sbowing  only  slight  lluctuations.  'I'he  miiu's  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana  are,  however,  ])rodueing  as  large  a  tonnage  as  is  pi'r- 
mitted  by  (he  available!  car  supply  and  (his  entire  output  is  timling 
a  I'cady  market  in  the  smaller  cities  and  towns,  wlu're  (lie  retail  trade 
has  heeome  much  stronger,  with  a  steady  demand  for  shipnu'nts.  lien' 
as  (dsewhere  operators  are  complaining  bitterlv  of  (rouble  in  getting 
enough  cars,  although  at  (he  same  time  they  have  to  admit  tliat  the 
.shortage  of  ears  has  b('en  of  great  assistance  in  imjiroving  market  con¬ 
ditions. 
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Slowness  of  recovery  from  the  slackness  which 
has  long^  characterized  the  Chicago  market  still 
continues.  Very  little  change  in  the  city  market 
is  to  he  noted  as  compared  with  a  week  ago,  the 
volume  of  business  holding  steady  at  about  the 
same  level,  in  this  respect  following  the  lead  of 
the  mercury,  the  weather  continuing  too  warm 
to  he  of  the  least  assistance  in  stimulating  trade. 
At  the  same  time  there  has  been  very  little  fluc¬ 
tuation  in  prices,  there  being  hardly  any  demur¬ 
rage  coal  or  other  features  which  could  act  as  dis¬ 
turbing  factors.  This  steadiness  has  been  greatly 
helped  by  the  constantly  improving  state  of  the 
general  western  coal  market.  Outside  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  business  is  showing  a  constant  and  steady 
improvement  with  cutting  of  prices  less  of  a 
feature  every  day.  Many  of  the  producing  com¬ 
panies  which  a  short  time  ago  were  sending  a 
large  percentage  of  their  output  to  Chica'^o  are 
now  sending  almost  no  coal  to  this  market  as 
they  find  it  possible  to  place  it  without  any  diffi¬ 
culty  at  other  points  on  a  higher  basis  of  quo¬ 
tations.  The  volume  of  outside  business  has  be¬ 
come  so  large  and  constant  that  the  prices  prevail¬ 
ing  in  this  outside  territory  are  now  coming  to 
he  regarded  as  the  standard  of  quotation,  with 
the  lower  city  prices  looked  upon  as  shaded  from 
them. 

Screenings  Abundant  and  Cheap. 

Verv  few  of  the  mines  are  operating  on  a 
run-of-mine  basis  and  prepared  sizes  are  much 
more  in  demand  than  screenings  so  that  the 
latter  are  constantlv  more  or  less  a  drug  upon 
the  market.  Occasionally  for  a  dav  or  two  at 
a  time  the  selling  price  for  screenings  advances 
slightly,  hut  for  the  most  part  it  remains  at 
a  very  low  level.  Various  special  and  temporary 
reasons  liave  been  assigned  by  some  for  the  de¬ 
pressed  state  of  the  screenings  market,  but  such 
reasons  are  not  adequate  and  the  real  explanation 
is  undouhtedly  as  just  stated. 

The  one  topic  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  all 
coal  men  at  the  present  time  is  the  question 
of  car  supply.  Almost  everyone  engaged  in  the 
husiness  is  suffering  from  this  embarrassment, 
the  difference  being  only  one  of  degree.  Some 
are  inclined  to  accept  the  situation  philosoph¬ 
ically,  expressing  the  belief  that  it  is  unavoid¬ 
able  at  this  season  of  the  year,  but  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  trade  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that 
such  conditions  could  be  avoided  if  the  railway 
authorities  would  take  the  matter  up  in  earnest, 
provide  more  adequate  equipment  and,  what  is 
of  equal  importance,  put  an  end  to  an  enormous 
waste  due  to  faulty  or  careless  methods  of  has¬ 
tening  the  dispatch  of-  cars. 

Railways  Restricting  Use  of  Cars. 

As  an  attempted  remedy  a  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  number  of  railroads  are  promulgating  special 
orders  restricting  the  use  of  their  own  cars  to 
their  own  lines  or  at  most  to  a  very  limited 
area  on  immediately  connecting  lines.  This  de¬ 
vice  gives  a  certain  amount  of  relief  as  regards 
the  traffic  from  those  mines  whose  chief  market 
is  near  at  hand  and  reached  without  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  shipments  going  over  two  or  three  lines, 
hut  in  the  same  proportion  that  such  rules  are 
heneficial  in  hastening  this  class  gf  deliveries 
they  work  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  fields 
which  are  compelled  to  ship  their  product  to  a 
more  distant  market,  as  for  instance  in  the  case 
of  many  eastern  bituminous  coals,  when  con¬ 
signed  to  Chica''o. 

In  addition  to  such  devices  as  this  just  de¬ 
scribed,  embargoes  are  becoming  more  frequent, 
sometimes  directed  against  certain  mines,  some¬ 


times  against  certain  destinations,  and  sometimes 
against  certain  connecting  railway  lines.  The 
use  of  the  embargo  method  has  been  espe¬ 
cially  frequent  as  a  corrective  to  prevent  con¬ 
gestion  at  the  lower  lake  ports  where  the  vessel 
supply  is  still  far  too  scanty  for  the  heavv  needs 
of  the  dealers  in  the  northwest,  whose  de¬ 
mands  are  increasing  in  urgency  as  the  season 
advances  and  they  find  themselves  only  partially 
stocked  for  the  winter’s  business. 

The  western  anthracite  trade  falls  entirely 
into  tw'O  divisions,  namely,  the  territory  supplied 
all-rail  from  the  east  without  breaking  bulk  at 
Chicago,  and  the  territory  supplied  wholly  or  in 
part  from  the  Chicago  or  other  lake  docks.  The 
demand  from  through-route  territory  is  strong 
and  fairly  steady,  entirely  too  heavy  when  the 
question  of  car  supply  is  taken  into  account. 
The  retail  business  in  this  class  of  trade  is 
greatly  increased,  thereby  rapidly  depleting  the 
stocks  in  the  hands  of  retailers,  necessitating  a 
speedy  replenishment  to  avoid  a  shortage  of 
supply. 

On  the  other  hand,  dullness  continues  in  the 
trade  which  obtains  its  supplies  by  way  of  the 
docks,  this  continued  apathy  being  probably  due 
to  a  belief  that  purchases  can  be  made  and 
shipments  obtained  with  promptness  whenever 
•  needed.  In  this  latter  class  the  Chicago  city  trade 
is  to  be  included  although  a  large  portion  of  the 
anthracite  burned  in  the  city  is  obtained  from 
all-rail  sources.  Western  sales  agents  of  the 
anthracite  companies  are  making  every  prepara¬ 
tion  which  can  possibly  be  made  in  advance,  in 
the  expectation  that  when  this  class  of  trade 
does  wake  up  the  congestion  of  business  will  be 
unprecedented  because  of  the  abnormallv  small 
tonnage  which  has  gone  into  storage  with  con¬ 
sumers  during  the  summer. 

Steady  Demand  for  Eastern  Bituminous  Coal. 

With  the  demand  for  eastern  bituminous  coals 
undiminished  on  the  part  of  the  dock  interests 
and  with  the  supply  of  cars  becoming  constantly 
more  inadequate  for  the  business  offered,  dealers 
in  the.se  products  at  all-rail  points  complain  of 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  sufficient  to 
take  care  of  their  trade.  Chicago  wholesalers 
handling  many  of  these  products  are  unable  to 
keep  up  with  their  orders,  being  constantlv  from 
a  week  to  a  month  behind  in  meeting  their  re¬ 
quirements,  and  this  is  true  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  on  the  whole  the  demand  for  these  de¬ 
scriptions  is  still  scarcely  heavier  than  it  has 
been  for  some  time  past.  When  the  demand 
does  greatly  strengthen,  as  w'ill  undoubtedly  be 
the  case  within  a  short  time,  a  state  of  virtual 
famine  will  probably  at  once  prevail. 

Just  at  present  the  supply  of  smokeless  coal 
coming  to  this  market  is  more  nearly  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  demand  of  the  trade  than  is  true  of 
some  of  the  other  eastern  products.  Prices  are 
firm  and  steady  for  New  River  and  Pocahontas 
smokeless  coals  on  a  basis  of  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run  of  mine : 
$2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for 
lump  and  egg,  although  small  premiums  above 
these  figures  are  sometimes  necessary  to  secure 
quick  delivery  in  cases  of  urgent  need.  M’ar 
Eagle  smokeless  is  quoted  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  and  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  lump  and  eeg, 
and  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Gii- 
cago  for  run-of-mire. 

State  of  the  Splint  Market. 

It  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  obtain 
more  than  two  or  three  cars  at  a  time  of  West 
Virginia  splint  coal  on  the  open  market,  and 
shipments  from  many  of  the  mines  can  not  be  ob¬ 
tained  promptly  but  must  be  ordered  considerably 
in  advance  of  actual  needs.  Some  of  the  mines 


are  more  nearly  sold  up  than  others  so  that  the 
past  week  has  developed  a  certain  amount  of  di¬ 
versity  in  prices.  Circular  prices  have,  of  course, 
strictly  been  maintained  by  all,  but  a  considerable 
premium  above  circular  basis  has  been  necessary 
in  many  instances  giving  a  somewhat  wider  range  j 
to  quotations  than  is  often  the  case  with  these 
descriptions.  Standard  Kanawha  splint  has  sold 
as  follows  for  spot  coal :  Run-of-mine,  $1.10 
@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00@3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  three-quarter-inch  lump,  $1.25@1.45  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.15@3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
inch-and-one-half  lump.  $1.60@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  or  $3.50@3.C5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Winifrede 
two-inch  lump  has  sold  at  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  subject,  however,  to  the 
prevailmg  market  price  at  the  time  of  shipment. 
Shipments  of  this  product  have  been  somewhat 
delayed  by  the  strike  at  two  of  the  principal 
mines,  as  noticed  in  another  column  of  The 
Black  Dia.viond.  A  settlement  was,  however, 
reached  early  this  week  and  operation  resumed, 
so  that  no  further  difficulty  from  this  cause  is 
anticipated. 

With  only  a  fair  demand  for  Youghiogheny  and 
Fairmont  coals  in  the  w'estern  market,  the  sup¬ 
ply  obtainable  from  the  mines  is  altogether  inade¬ 
quate  so  that  dealers  have  difficulty  in  meeting 
more  than  the  most  pressing  requirements  of  their 
trade.  Prices  current  are  as  follows :  Youghio¬ 
gheny  run-of-mine,  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  three-quarter-inch,  $1.30 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.20  f.  o.  h.  Chicago;  inch- 
and-one-quarter,  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  Fairmont  run-of-mine,  $1.00  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  three- 
quarter-mch,  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago. 

Less  difficulty  is  now’  being  experienced  than 
was  the  case  a  little  earlier  in  the  season  in  se¬ 
curing  Hocking  Valley  coal  in  sufficiently  large 
volume  to  supply  the  Chicago  and  general  west¬ 
ern  trade.  Prices  current  are;  Run-of-mine, 

$1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
three-quarter-inch,  $1.55  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  demand  for  cannel  coal,  comparatively  dull 
during  the  summer,  is  now  active  with  prices  firm 
at  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Western  Bituminous  Conditions  Vary. 

Western  bituminous  coals  have  shown  only  a 
very  moderate  strength  in  Chicago  so  that  the 
shading  of  prices  from  circular  quotations  has 
continued  to  about  the  same  extent  as  has  pre¬ 
vailed  for  the  last  fortnight.  Outside  of  the  city  V 
and  its  immediate  environs  the  maintenance  of 
circular  prices  is  fairly  constant.  This  is  due  in  ■. 
part  to  the  increased  and  steady  demand  but 
probably  in  equal  measure  to  the  support  which 
the  market  receives  from  the  scarcity  of  cars, 
which  is  thus  shown  to  be  by  no  means  an  un¬ 
mixed  evil.  Prices  for  Illinois  product  are  some¬ 
what  more  fluctuating  than  for  coal  from  the  In¬ 
diana  field  with  a  stronger  downward  tendenc>’. 
forcing  a  somewhat  lower  basis  for  the  latter 
product  in  Chicago  than  would  otherwise  pre¬ 
vail  and  considerably  lower  than  that  obtaining 
in  markets  for  the  most  part  supplied  from  In¬ 
diana  fields  alone. 

Indiana  producers  and  wholesalers  report  a 
gradual  but  constant  increase  in  the  volume  of 
tonnage  required  to  supply  the  demands  of  their 
trade  which  of  late  has  been  especially  heavy 
in  the  former  gas  belt  of  that  State  where  the 
diminished  supply  of  gas  from  the  wells  is  forc¬ 
ing  many  large  industrial  plants  to  return  to  the 
use  of  coal.  Standard  Sullivan  and  Green  Coun¬ 
ty  coals  are  selling  outside  of  the  zone  of  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  Chicago  market  at  the  following 
range  of  prices;  Four-inch  egg.  $1.40@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20@@2.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-one-quarter  lump,  $1.10@1.20 


N^o.  12] 


21 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.90@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
run-of-mine,  95c@$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.75 
@1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  So  far  as  Indiana  coal  is 
coming  to  Chicago  it  is  selling  on  the  same  basis 
of  prices  as  those  quoted  below  for  Springfield 
coal  in  this  market. 

The  demand  for  Clinton  coal  continues  strong 
for  September,  prevailing  prices  being  as  follows : 
Six-inch  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20 
f.  0.  b.  Chicago;  three-to-six-inch  egg,  $1.50  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicaj,o ;  four-inch 
lump,  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b  Chi¬ 
cago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.00@2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

With  the  demand  for  Illinois  coal  constantly 
strengthening  in  western  territory  prices  are  fairly 
well  maintained  outside  of  Chicago  on  the  follow¬ 


Market  and 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  September  20. 

From  information  received  and  which  is  re¬ 
liable,  the  record  of  shipments  of  both  coal 
and  coke  over  all  roads  leading  out  of  Pittsburg 
for  the  past  week  exceeds  all  records  of  previ¬ 
ous  weeks.  This  represents  the  state  of  affairs 
i.n  the  coal  and  coke  trade  in  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict. 

Few  people  have  an  adequate  idea  of  the 
amount  of  coal  leaving  Pittsburg  every  day;  in 
fact,  coal  is  constantly  “on  the  move”  at  the  coal 
city,  and  what  is  not  moving  is  being  stored 
awaiting  the  proper  rise  in  the  river  to  carry  it 
onward  to  the  southern  ports. 

Your  correspondent  has  desired  many  times  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  readers  of  The  Black 
Diamond  to  an  ocular  illustration  of  these  facts. 
From  the  office  of  The  Black  Diamond  a  com¬ 
manding  view  is  obtained  of  the  three  rivers  at 
Pittsburg:  the  Monongahela,  the  Allegheny  and 
the  Ohio,  which  latter  stream  is  formed  by  the 
conjunction  of  the  two  first  named  streams.  An 
extended  view  can  be  obtained  also  of  the  two 
great  railroad  systems  that  carry  coal  to  the 
west  and  north,  viz.,  the  Pennsylvania  Lines, 
both  the  Pan  Handle  and  Ft.  Wayne  routes,  and 
the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie,  known  here  and 
elsewhere  as  the  “Little  Giant.”  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  look  over  these  railroads  and  not 
see  trains  of  cars  loaded  with  coal  and  coke ;  a 
constant  and  ever  increasing  proof  of  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  this  great  coal  producing  section.  A 
short  time  back  the  rivers  were  so  full  of  empty 
barges  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  steamers 
to  get  through;  today  the  eye  fails  to  see  one  of 
them.  They  have  been  taken  up  to  the  river 
mines  and  are  now  full  of  coal,  awaiting  a  suffi¬ 
cient  water  stage  to  enable  their  being  shipped. 

In  addition  travel  where  you  may  out  of 
Pittsburg  on  any  railroad  and  you  meet  train 
load  after  train  load  of  coal  and  coke  iDeing  sent 
to  the  four  points  of  the  compass.  Again,  this 
great  stream  of  the  earth’s  treasures  are  not 
carried  by  day  alone ;  it  is  at  night,  when  the 
tracks  are  more  clear,  that  the  heaviest  shipments 
are  forwarded  and  the  greatest  number  of  trains 
are  handled. 

From  the  above  remarks  the  inference  is  that 
the  coal  and  coke  industry  is  at  its  zenith  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  today.  It  certainly  is, 
a.nd  from  reports  to  hand  from  various' prominent 
operators  and  producers  of  both  products  the 
trade  has  almost  reached  “the  limit.” 

There  are  no  new  troubles  to  report  in  the 
district  among  the  miners ;  the  men  are  all  at 
work,  and  the  outlook  is  that  they  will  keep 
busy.  A  few  dissatisfied  ones  are  idle,  but  it 
is  of  their  own  volition,  as  strong,  able-bodied 
men  were  never  in  greater  demand  in  this 
vicinity  than  at  the  present  time;  and  this  is 
particularly  the  case  as  regards  the  coal  mining 
industry. 

Not  only  does  labor  continue  scarce,  but  cars 
are  still  short:  this  state  of  affairs  has  existed 
for  many  months  and  the  outlook  is  for  but  little 
if  any  relief  until  cold  weather  sets  in. 

Interest  in  Individual  Car  Question. 

Much  interest  exists  here  among  the  large 
coal  shippers  as  regards  the  individual  car  ques¬ 
tion.  At  present  the  outlook  is  that  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railway  and  other  roads  also  will  take 


ing  basis  :  Run-of-mine,  $1.00@1.05  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $1.75  to  $1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and- 
a-half  lump,  $1.15  f.  o.  1).  the  mine  or  $1.90@ 
1.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch  lump,  $1.40@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15@$2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ; 
screenings,60@7()c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.3o@I.45 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

On  the  local  business  in  Chicago  and  its 
suburbs  prices  are  distinctly  lower,  most  sales 
during  the  week  having  been  made  on  a  basis  of 
$1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  three-inch  lump ;  85@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$160@1.65  f,  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine,  and 
30@35c  f.  o.  b,  the  mine,  or  $1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  screenings. 

Carterville  coal  is  very  little  in  evidence  in  the 
Chicago  market,  run-of-mine  being  about  the 


over  all  the  existing  private  cars.  The  con¬ 
sensus  of  opinion  among  the  coal  shippers  is  that 
they  don’t  care  who  owns  the  cars,  so  long  as 
they  can  get  a  sufficient  supply  of  them  when 
wanted.  As  a  prominent  shipper  says :  “This 
thing  of  owning  cars,  and  when  you  want  them 
to  learn  that  they  are  in  Maine  or  California,  is 
getting  to  be  not  only  monotonous,  but  an  ex¬ 
pensive  luxury.” 

Pittsburg  was  favored  with  a  visit  from  Presi¬ 
dent  Mitchell,  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  a 
few  days  ago.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  always  given  a 
good  welcome  by  the  people  and  press  of  our 
city;  at  this  visit  the  daily  papers  honored  him 
with  considerable  space,  one  of  them  running  a 
special  portrait  that  occupied  one-half  page  of 
space.  The  gist  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  views  on  the 
present  state  of  affairs  in  the  coal  trade,  etc., 
are  given  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  The  Black 
Diamond. 

There  is  “nothing  doing”  among  the  river  ship¬ 
pers  except  “getting  ready,”  and  this  preparation 
means  much.  The  river  mines  are  all  working 
to  their  utmost  capacity  and  the  upper  pools 
are  all  full  of  loaded  barges  awaiting  the  long 
expected  rise. 

Current  Prices  of  the  Week. 

Prices  for  the  week  show  but  little  change ; 
the  market  is  strong  at  the  quotations  men¬ 
tioned  and  the  majority  of  producers  are  filled 
up  with  orders,  and  are  not  seeking  new  ones. 

Run-of-mine  coal  is  selling  at  $1.20@1.40  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine ;  lump  is  quoted  at  _$1.40@1.55  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine ;  three-quarter-inch  is  bringing  $1.30@ 
1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  and  slack  remains  at 
80@90c  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

The  coke  market  is  stiff  and  prices  are  some¬ 
what  advanced  over  our  quotations  of  a  week 
ago.  Furnace  coke  is  selling  at  $3.00@3.25  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens ;  and  foundry  grade  is 
bringing  an  average  price  of  $3.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens.  On  both  grades  the  price  seems  to 
be  a  “top  notch”  one,  yet  prominent  producers 
say  that  they  are  fully  supplied  with  orders  at 
these  figures  and  are  not  running  around  after 
orders  at  any  price.  The  record  of  shipments 
of  coke  from  the  Connellsville  region  show  an 
increase  over  the  shipments  of  the  previous  week. 

A  word  of  warning  is  given  by  a  prominent 
steel  manufacturer  in  Pittsburg,  whose  company 
is  a  heavy  user  of  both  coal  and  coke,  referring 
to  the  extensive  developments  of  coal  properties 
and  heavy  additions  to  present  coking  plants. 
He  says:  “It  is  well  to  have  a  care;  there  is 
danger  of  overdoing  things  and  it  is  much  more 
congenial  and  certainly  safer  to  conduct  a  small 
business  with  a  good  profit  than  to  overdo  and 
find  that  the  big  business  pays  but  little  or  no 
profit ;  there  is  always  danger,  especially  at  such 
times  as  the  present,  of  running  into  overpro¬ 
duction,  which  means  a  loss.” 

GENERAL  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Mr.  B.  H.  Hammill,  general  local  agent  of 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  making  a  business  tour  of  the  west 
and  northwest. 

The  town  of  Cokeburg,  the  first  of  its  name, 
was  incorporated  in  Washin.gton  county  yester¬ 
day  by  the  decree  of  court.  'I'he  new  town, 
which  is  the  thirty-second  in  the  county,  is  lo¬ 
cated  near  the  county  seat  of  Washington  county 


only  description  which  has  been  shipped  here  in 
any  noticeable  quantities  during  the  past  week.  It 
has  of  necessity  been  sold  at  the  same  price  de¬ 
livered  on  track  at  Chicago  as  the  Springfield 
product,  making  the  net  price  to  the  producer 
at  the  mine  much  less  on  account  of  the  differ¬ 
ential  in  freight.  The  bulk  of  the  output  from 
the  Carterville  district  is  being  sold  to  the  coun¬ 
try  trade  at  prices  ranging  from  $1.30@1.G()  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  for  prepared  sizes  according  to  prepa¬ 
ration  and  size. 

The  market  for  northern  Illinois  coals  contin¬ 
ues  on  a  basis  fully  satisfactory  in  comparison 
with  the  western  bituminous  trade  in  general, 
most  contracts  having  been  closed  at  satisfactory 
prices  and  the  surplus  output  selling  readily  on 
the  open  market  at  circular  prices. 


Field. 

and  is  the  site  of  two  mines  of  the  Ellsworth 
Coal  Co.,  which  was  back  of  the  movement  for 
incorporation. 

Mr.  C.  M.  Underhill,  the  genial  president  of 
the  C.  M.  Underhill  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  is  spending 
a  few  days  in  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Uiulerhill  was  a 
guest  of  the  Duquesne  Club  while  in  the  city. 

Among  all  the  producers  and  heavy  wholesale 
dealers  in  Pittsburg  the  cry  is,  “more  coal !  more 
cars !”  Not  for  many  years  have  such  conditions 
prevailed  in  the  coal  business  as  exist  today. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  declared 
a  dividend  of  one  and  a  quarter  per  cent  on  the 
preferred  stock  and  one  and  a  half  per  cent  on  the 
common  stock,  both  payable  October  fifteenth. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  coal  operators  are  out 
of  the  city  on  their  annual  vacation.  It  has  been 
more  difficult  for  the  coal  man  to  tear  himself 
away  from  work  this  summer  than  it  has  been 
for  many  seasons  previous. 

It  has  long  been  a  by-word  among  shippers 
in  the  Pittsburg  district  that  car  service  and  car 
movement  on  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  was 
the  best  of  all  roads  in  the  Pittsburg  district. 
Now,  according  to  these  shippers,  it  is  easily  the 
worst. 

Mr.  Walter  A.  Lyon,  formerly  actively  engaged 
with  the  Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,  is 
now  with  F.  M.  Boynton,  Inc.  On  account  of  his 
experience  in  and  familiarity  with  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  he  will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  the  force 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Boynton. 

F.  L.  Robbins,  chairman  of  Ithe  Pittsburg 
Coal  Co.,  has  been  honored  in  his  election  to 
the  chairmanship  of  the  advisory  committee  of 
the  state  republican  committee.  The  work  of 
this  committee  is  to  give  especial  attention  to 
contests  in  close  congressional  districts. 

The  upper  officials  of  the  New  York  Central 
system  are  still  sleeping,  according  to  one  large 
coke  producer.  They  no  more  have  the  quick 
intelligence  regarding  the  situation  here  and 
the  urgency  of  the  demands  for  the  coke  and 
coal  needed  to  keep  10,000  industries  going,  than 
the  old  managers  of  the  Pennsylvania  had. 

A  bridge  is  to  be  erected  at  Scwickicy,  the 
aristocratic  suburb  of  Allegheny  City,  to  span 
the  Ohio  river.  'I'he  coal  men  are  much  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  project  and  a  number  of  them  visited 
the  location  during  the  week  in  company  with 
Engineer  Sicbert,  of  the  United  States  survey 
commission. 

A  summary  of  the  Connellsville  region  for  last 
week  shows  a  gain  of  forty-five  ovens  in  the 
active  list.  The  week’s  production  is  estimated  at 
279,515  tons,  an  increase  of  608  tons  over  tlie 
previous  week.  The  shipments  aggregated  12.12S 
cars,  or  an  increase  for  tlie  week  of  48  cars. 
Estimated  upon  reports  to  hand,  tlie  sliipmcnts 
amounted  to  278,944  tons,  or  1,104  tons  greater 
than  the  week  previous.  The  lower  Connellsville 
shipments  are  estimated  at  106,867  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  424  tons  over  the  previous  week,  and 
with  the  Connellsville  shipments  making  a  total 
output  for  the  week  of  16,103  cars,  or  3S5.sii 
tons. 

.'\ssistant  Secretary  Murray,  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  has  di-eided  in 
favor  of  the  People's  Coal  Co.  of  Pittsburg,  -iwii- 
ers  of  the  towing  vessel  R.  L.  Aubrey,  in  their 


Trade  Flews  from  the  Pittsburg 


22 


[September  22 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


apiical  for  relief  from  a  pejially  of  $.">()()  imposed 
upon  them  hy  the  Surveyor  of  Customs  at  Louis¬ 
ville.  I  he  penally  was  imposed  on  account  of 
the  sinking  of  the  boat  while  carrying  cini)loyes 
of  the  vessel,  their  families  and  guests  on  a  pleas¬ 
ure  trip  on  the  Ohio  river  near  Louisville  in 
July  last.  According  to  My.  Murray’s  ruling, 
the  “R.  L.  Aubrey,  although  being  a  towing  ves¬ 
sel,  had  a  special  license,  and  the  persons  ()n 
hoard  at  the  time  of  the  accident  were  being 
carried  solely  as  an  accommodation  and  without 
any  cotnpensation.”  It  follows,  therefore,  that 
the  gratuitous  ctirrying  of  peo|)le  without  the 
ho:it  having  a  i)assenger  certilicate  coidd  not  he 
construed  to  he  a  violation  of  any  of  the  rules 
governing  the  carrying  of  passengers. 

Ldward  Worthington,  tiged  ninety-three,  a  rec¬ 
ognized  expert  in  Iutroi)c  and  America  in  tinn¬ 
ing,  died  at  the  residence  of  his  son  in  Pittsburg 
yesterday.  Mr.  Worthington  w:is  a  native  of 
Wales,  hut  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was 
silent  iti  this  country.  He  was  considered  a  man 
of  exceptioiic'd  worth  in  the  managetnent  of  coal 
mities;  his  special  work  being  ventilation  and 
drainage.  He  was  prominently  identified  with 
coal  mining  in  the  old  country,  and  during  the 
latter  years  of  his  life  was  interested  in  many  of 
the  coal  mines  of  this  state,  especially  in  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania.  Two  sons  survive  him,  both 
of  them  being  prominently  connected  with  the 
Standard  Oil  Co. 

A  decision  was  handed  down  in  the  United 
States  court  at  Pittsburg  yesterday  hy  which_  J. 

V.  Thompson,  of  Uniontown,  secures  an  option 
on  a  valuable  tract  of  coal  property  in  L'ayette 
county.  Judge  Huffington  decides  that  the  hill 
for  the  concellation  of  the  contract  should  be 
denied,  while  the  cross  bill  for  specific  perform¬ 
ance  should  he  sustained,  'fhe  contention  was 
between  Mr.  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Urady,  the  lat¬ 
ter  claiming  that  the  option  was  fraudulently 
altered.  Coal  lands,  especially  where  the  coal 
can  he  used  for  coking,  is  a  scarce  article  in  the 
Connellsville  region  today,  and  the  acquisition  of 
such  properties  is  considered  a  lucky  strike. 

The  twelfth  annual  convention  of  the  Ohio 
Valley  Improvement  Association  will  be  held 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  October  seventeenth  and 
eighteenth.  Notices  have  been  sent  out  by  Capt. 

W.  H.  Rodgers,  of  Pittsburg,  chairman  of  the 
Rivers  and  Harbors  Committee  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  the  delegates  from  Pittsburg 
will  be  selected  at  the  first  fall  meeting  of  the 
chamber  on  October  fourth.  During  December 
a  board  of  government  engineers  will  make  sur¬ 
veys  and  study  the  project  to  report  its  findings 
to  the  war  de])artment  and  also  make  an  estimate 
on  canalizing  the  river.  'Lite  river  coal  men  are 
much  interested  in  this  coming  meeting  and  ex¬ 
pect  to  have  representatives  present. 

Severe  complaints  are  being  made  by  the 
coal  and  coke  shippers  on  the  Pittsburg  & 
Lake  Erie  railroad  over  the  results  of  the 
change  in  the  plan  of  dstrihuting  cars  on  that 
road.  The  car  distribution  has  been  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Pittsburg  officials,  under 
the  new  plan  of  consolidating  all  the  equipment 
of  the  New  York  Central  lines,  and  officials 
higher  up  on  the  combined  system  now  handle 
that  matter  at  Chicago  and  New  York,  it  is  said. 

The  result  of  this  method  is  coin])arcd  to  the 
astounding  conditions  which  prevailed  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  at  the  worst  period  of  its 
conge.stion  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  A  t  that 
time  the  car  service  and  practically  everything 
else  was  directed  from  Philadelphia,  and  the 
officials  of  the  company  there  had  not  awakened 
to  the  fact  that  Pittsburg  was  earning  their 
dividends,  as  well  as  paying  their  operating- 


costs,  and  the  bond  interest,  with  something  left 
over. 

Additional  interest  is  given  to  the  strike  of  the 
miners  at  the  twcj  mines  operated  by  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Plate  Class  Co.  on  account  of  the  recent 
visit  of  President  Mitchell  of  the  miners’  organi¬ 
zation  tf>  Pittsburg.  It  is  understood  that  Mr. 
Mitchell  was  called  into  consultation  by  the  of¬ 
ficials  of  district  number  live  in  hopes  of  getting 
advice  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  local  union. 
The  facts  of  the  case  are  that  the  district  officials 
arc  prolonging  a  losing  fight.  At  present  there 
are  nearly  a  Inmdred  men  at  work  at  the  Char¬ 
leroi  mine,  and  it  is  only  a  (juestion  of  a  few 
days  until  the  full  complement  of  men  employed, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty,  will  be  at  work. 
We  learn  that  the  miners  in  the  employ  of  the 
plate  glass  cijmpany  have  been  willing  and  anxious 
to  return  to  work  for  some  time,  but  the  local 
officiids  have  been  keeping  them  from  doing  so. 
It  is  also  reported  that  the  men  have  not  received 
any  aid  from  the  miners’  organization,  and  con- 
seciuently  are  sore  over  the  way  they  have  been 
treated.  'I  bis  case  is  only  one  more  of  the  many 
that  have  previously  occurred  where  the  officials 
of  the  miners’  organization  have  blundered  and 
the  hardworking  miner  has  had  to  suffer. 

While  reports  from  all  over  the  country  show 
that  there  is  a  great  shortage  in  cars,  Pittsburg 
on  account  of  its  vast  tonnage  is  probably  suf¬ 
fering  more  than  any  other  place.  Railroaders, 
whose  task  it  is  to  kecij  freight  on  the  move, 
are  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of  cars  and  the 
demand  being  made  on  all  hands  by  shippers. 
Until  the  boats  are  stopped  by  ice  on  the  lakes, 
the  car  shortage  will  doubtless  continue,  as  there 
will  he  no  relief  from  any  other  source  from 
present  indications.  L'reight  men  are  hoping  that 
the  lake  .seasons  will  be  closed  early  this  fall. 
There  is  an  unprecedented  movement  of  all 
kinds  of  merchandise,  which,  with  the  demand 
from  the  lake  trade,  cannot  be  handled.  The 
mills  in  this  section  are  working  overtime  and 
taking  up  the  ore  as  fast  as  it  arrives,  giving  the 
railroads  no  rest.  A  winter’s  stock  of  ore  is 
also  being  laid  away,  and  in  order  to  have  coal 
enough  at  the  lake  ports  to  keep  the  lake  boats 
moving,  large  quantities  of  coal  are  being  trans¬ 
ported.  The  record  for  shipments  of  Pittsburg 
coal  to  the  great  lake  ports  will  be  broken  this 
season,  according  to  estimates  of  the  larger  ship¬ 
pers  of  this  section. 

Plans  are  being  worked  upon  by  the  engineer¬ 
ing  department  of  the  Gould  lines  for  a  con¬ 
nection  between  Pittsburg  and  the  new  Gould  line 
between  Wheeling  and  Cumberland.  J'hree  sur¬ 
veys  have  been  made,  'i'he  one  that  appears 
to  be  best  favored  includes  a  portion  of  the 
west  side  belt  line  of  the  Wabash.  This  line 
extends  about  thirty  miles  to  Claireton,  and 
possibly  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles  of  this  road 
will  be  used  for  a  portion  of  the  line  to  con¬ 
nect  Pittsburg  with  the  through  east  and  west 
line.  Work  has  already  started  on  the  Cum- 
bcrland-Wlteeling  link,  which  will  be  one  of  the 
last  two  portions  of  the  Gould  transcontinental 
system.  The  other  link  is  the  Western  Pacific 
from  Denver  to  San  Francisco  and  is  now  under 
construction.  It  is  not  now  expected  that  work 
on  the  line  from  Pittsburg  to  Lhiiontown,  or 
some  other  point  on  the  Cumberland- Wheeling 
link,  will  be  started  before  next  year.  Vice- 
President  Wortbington  spent  yesterday  inspecting 
the  west  side  belt  line.  This  portion  of  the 
Wabash  is  being  kept  in  as  good  condition  as 
any  part  of  the  system,  showing  that  it  is  des¬ 
tined  to  hecome  an  important  part  in  Wabash 
traffic. 


President  John  Mitchell,  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  was  a  visitor  in  Pittsburg 
during  the  latter  part  of  last  week.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  Mr.  Mitchell's  visit  was  caused  by  the 
trouble  between  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co. 
and  the  members  of  the  district.  A  preliminary 
injunction  has  been  obtained  against  the  striking 
men  at  the  mines  of  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass 
Co.  at  Creighton  and  Charleroi,  and  a  number  of 
them  are  accused  of  being  implicated  in  the  re¬ 
cent  riot  near  Creighton.  In  an  interview,  Mr. 
Mitchell  stated  that  the  United  Mine  Workers' 
organization  was  in  excellent  condition,  and  that 
there  was  less  labor  troubles  between  the  miners 
and  the  coal  operators  than  has  been  the  case 
for  seven  years.  Mr.  Mitchell  also  stated  that 
this  district.  No.  5,  had  the  support  of  the  na¬ 
tional  organization  in  its  fight  with  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Co.  When  asked  concerning  the 
entry  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  into 
politics,  Mr.  Mitchell,  in  substance,  said:  “The 
movement  certainly  has  my  hearty  endorsement 
and,  as  it  has  been  made  on  a  non-partisan  basis, 
it  is  one  that  will  commend  itself  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  voter  and  should  succeed.  We  aim  in  this 
campaign  to  stand  by  our  friends  and  to  vigor¬ 
ously  oppose  the  men  who  are  allied  with  the 
forces  that  can  be  honestly  classed  as  enemies 
of  the  trade  unionists  and  the  trade  union  move¬ 
ment.  1  feel  confident  that  the  steps  taken  by 
the  federation  are  the  only  correct  means  of 
solving  the  situation.” 

Following  the  suit  against  the  Union  Trust 
Co.,  as  trustee  a  few  days  ago,  it  being  alleged 
that  the  trust  company  was  indebted  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  in  the  sum  of  $1,100,000 
over  a  deal  in  some  bonds,  comes  another  suit 
between  the  same  company  today.  The  coal 
company  now  enters  suit  against  the  trust  com¬ 
pany  as  trustee  asking  the  court  Tor  a  decree 
to  prevent  the  trust  company  from  declaring  the 
coal  company  in  default  of  a  mortgage  when  it 
refuses  to  pay  money  to  the  trust  company. 
The  bill  sets  forth  that  the  trust  company  is 
trustee  for  respective  owners  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  to  the  amount  of  $25,00(1,000,  secured  by  a 
mortgage.  This  mortgage  is  dated  January  first, 
1904,  but  it  is  alleged  that  it  was  not  delivered 
until  April  twenty-sixth,  1904.  The  mortgage,  it 
is  said,  covers  all  the  lands,  surface,  coal,  mining 
rights,  water  rights,  easements,  ways,  •  appurte¬ 
nances  and  property  of  every  kind  owned  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  or  the  Penn.sylvania  Mining 
Co.,  as  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  was  known. 
These  properties  are  all  in  Allegheny,  Fayette, 
Westmoreland  and  Washington  counties.  Before 
the  date  of  the  execution  and  delivery  of  the 
mortgage,  the  coal  company  by  a  lease  of  Janu¬ 
ary  third,  1902,  leased  the  lands  of  the  Shaw  Coal 
Co.,  all  in  Allegheny  county,  later  taking  in  the 
property  of  the  Midland  Coal  Co.  Since  the  date 
of  the  leases  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  says  it 
has  mined  in  these  properties  1,542,433  tons  of 
coal,  and  that  the  trust  company,  under  the 
terms  of  the  lease  as  given  by  it,  has  demanded 
five  cents  on  every  ton  of  coal  that  has  been 
mined,  forcing  the  coal  company  to  pay  $77,121.65, 
which  has  been  used  in  buying  bonds  of  the 
coal  company  for  the  trust  company.  The  coal 
company  says  that  it  believes  the  exaction  of 
the  five  cents  on  every  ton  of  coal  mined  is  not 
right,  as  it  says  the  two  properties  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  terms  of  the  mortgage.  It 
says  that  it  has  been  notified  that  it  must  keep 
on  paying  this  amount  demanded  or  that  it  will 
be  declared  in  default  of  the  mortgage.  On 
account  of  the  prominence  of  both  parties  to 
these  two  suits,  the  outcome  is  looked  forward 
to  with  more  than  ordinary  interest  by  the 
business  community  in  Pittsburg. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  September  20. 

It  seems  almost  a  waste  of  space  and  labor  to 
describe  at  length  the  Cincinnati  coal  market 
this  week.  There  is  practically  not  a  change 
from  last  w'eek.  I'he  critical  car  situation  has 
not  been  relieved  in  the  least,  and  this  unprece¬ 
dented  shortage  of  cars  continues  to  be  by  far 
the  most  important  feature  of  the  coal  market. 
The  demand  for  coal  is  good,  and  prices  are 


easily  maintained,  with  a  strong  tendency  toward 
further  advances  in  certain  grades.  There  is 
no  change  in  the  river  situation,  the  stage  of 
the  river  being  too  low  to  permit  of  further 
marketing  of  coal,  and  the  strong  feeling  that 
has  existed  all  the  season  in  the  river  coal  mar¬ 
ket  is  now  present  in  even  a  more  marked  degree. 

Car  Famine  Causes  Much  Loss. 

As  to  the  car  famine  which  is  now  general 
over  the  entire  field  from  which  Cincimiati  draws 


its  supply,  no  one  who  has  not  undergone  the 
expense  and  suspense  of  maintaining  full  crews 
of  workmen  around  the  mines,  and  then  get  only 
cars  enough  to  keep  these  hundreds  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  high  priced  day  hands  employed  from 
one  and  a  half  to  three  days  a  week  while  pay¬ 
ing  tlicm  for  six  days,  can  in  any  way  appreciate 
what  a  car  shortage  means.  Reports  from  all 
the  mines  on  the  Kanawha  river  last  week  are 
to  the  effect  that  the  car  supply  was  actually 
less  than  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent  of  the 
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capacity  of  the  mines.  Any  business  man  knows 
what  this  means — enormously  curtailed  produc¬ 
tion  with  practically  no  reduction  in  the  h,xed 
expenses  of  operating — great  increase  in  the  cost 
of  coal.  Selling  agencies,  therefore,  are  quoting 
all  kinds  of  prices  on  coal.  They  are  informed 
that  they  must  get  higher  prices,  or  the  com¬ 
panies  they  represent  might  as  well  close  up. 

Some  Descriptions  Becoming  Scarce. 

In  the  meantime  the  buying  public  is  gradually 
awakening  to  the  fact  that  coal  is  not  as  plentiful 
as  it  was,  and  it  is  wondering  if  it  would_  not 
be  good  policy  to  order  a  few  cars.  Not  a  single 
company  which  handles  New  River  or  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  has  any  lump  or  egg  coal  to  sell 
for  immediate  delivery  at  any  price.  Two  dollars 
is  still  the  current  quotation  for  smokeless  lump 
and  egg  at  the  mines,  but  nobody  will  promise 
delivery  for  many  weeks,  and  it  is  likely  that 
$2.25  could  be  obtained  for  this  coal  for  even 
reasonably  prompt  delivery.  Splint  lump  is 
quoted  at  all  prices  from  $1.60  a  ton  at  the 
mines  to  $2.25  a  ton.  Nut-and-slack  is  a  little 
easier,  but  there  is  no  sign  of  a  surplus,  and  no 
likelihood  of  any  material  reduction  in  price. 
Sixty  cents  for  the  poorest  to  ninety  cents  for 
the  best  is  the  range  of  prices  on  nut-and-slack. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Improving. 

The  local  retail  trade  is  picking  up  again, 
and  a  number  of  the  large  retailers  are  reporting 
fair  business.  There  is  some  cutting  of  price.-; 
in  the  family  trade,  the  quotation  of  $3.25  for 
standard  splint  lump  being  the  maximum  price 
for  this  grade.  It  is  not  likely  now  that  there 
will  be  any  changes  in  prices  in  the  retail  trade 
for  several  weeks.  There  is  plenty  of  coal  afloat 
in  the  local  harbor  to  keep  the  river  dealers 
supplied  for  at  least  two  months,  and  by  that 
time  they  hope  to  have  a  rise  in  the  river.  River 
lump  coal  is  worth  seven  and  a  half  to  eight 
cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  and  nut-and- 
slack  five  to  six  and  one-half  cents.  There  is 
no  change  in  coke. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

.\lexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  the 
Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  has  gone  to  Cleveland  on 
business. 

The  strike  at  the  Winifrede  Coal  Co.’s  mines 
in  the  Kanawha  district  has  been  settled  and  the 
miners  are  again  at  work. 

E.  F.  Smith,  chief  engineer  of  the  New  River- 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  spent  all  of  last  week  at  his 
company’s  mines,  but  is  back  in  Cincinnati. 

W.  R.  Ballou,  president  of  the  Phoenix  Jellico 
Coal  Co.,  Altamont,  Ky.,  spent  several  days  this 
week  .in  Cincinnati  on  business  connected  with 
his  mine. 

C.  E.  Fultz,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  the  New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  and  M.  T. 
Roach,  president  of  the  company,  returned  Mon¬ 
day  from  a  business  trip  to  Chicago. 

R.  H.  Bartlit,  secretary  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  was  a  pleasant  visitor  in  Cincinnati 
this  week.  He  is  pushing  “Darby”  coal,  and 
getting  it  in  many  places  where  it  stays. 

W.  M.  Puckett,  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co., 
with  headquarters  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was 
here  Wednesday,  conferring  with  Manager 
Moriarty,  of  the  local  office  of  the  company. 

Clem  Heck,  one  of  the  best  fellows  on  the 
road,  made  Cincinnati  last  week  for  the  first 
time  for  a  good  while.  Mr.  Heck  represents  the 
Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  and  was  here  looking 
after  his  trade. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Co.,  and  general  manager 
of  the  Pocahontas  Co.,  went  up  to  Chicago  last 
week  to  place  a  round  lot  of  “Pluto”  cannel. 
He  returned  home  Sunday. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  and  connected  with  other  large  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  interests,  spent  Wednesday  in  Louis¬ 
ville  and  returned  to  his  mines,  where  he  spent 
almost  every  day  of  the  past  five  weeks. 

Winfrede  Carver,  son  of  Enoch  Carver,  the 
well  known  Kanawha  coal  operator,  is  confined 
to  his  bed  at  Christ  Hospital,  this  city,  with  a 
dangerous  case  of  typhoid  fever.  He  has  the 
best  attention  and  care  that  money  and  skill 


can  procure  for  him,  however,  and  his  numerous 
friends  are  hopeful  that  he  will  recover.  Mr. 
Carver  recently  came  here  to  go  on  the  road 
as  traveling  representative  of  the  Kanawha 
Fuel  Co. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  who  lately  withdrew  from  tne 
Southern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  has  as.sociatcd 
himself  with  the  Dixon  interests  in  the  New 
River  coal  fields.  He  spent  a  week  or  more 
among  the  Dixon  mines,  and  returned  to  Cin- 
cimiati  Saturday. 

Eugene  .‘\mbler,  of  Chicago,  rolled  into  Cin¬ 
cinnati  a  few  days  ago  in  .his  big  automobile. 
He  spent  several  days  here  as  the  guest  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke.  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  Mr.  Ambler  is  well 
known  here,  and  has  many  friends  among  the 
coal  men  of  this  city. 

R.  H.'  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  was  tendered  a  farewell  dinner 
by  a  number  of  his  friends  at  the  Business  Men’s 
Club  Tuesday  evening.  Mr.  Lyman  recejitly  re¬ 
signed  his  position  with  the  Island  Creek  Co. 
to  devote  his  entire  time  to  some  interests  of 
his  own,  and  will,  for  some  time,  make  his  head- 
(luarters  at  Huntington.  W.  Va.  Messrs.  R.  S. 
McVeigh  and  J.  H.  Briscoe  were  the  only  coal 
men  present  at  the  dinner,  which  was  a  very 
elaborate  affair. 

It  sounds  a  litttle  incongruous  to  say  that 
the  river  coal  men  are  kicking  for  cars ;  yet 
that  is  just  what  the  large  river  elevator  operators 
are  doing  at  present.  A  meeting  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  river  dealers  was  held  on  Tuesday  to 
devise  means  of  getting  after  the  railroads  for 
not  giving  them  more  cars  for  shipping  river 
coal  out  of  Cincinnati.  At  certain  seasons  of 
the  year  there  is  a  good  demand  for  Pitttsburg 
and  certain  Kanawha  coals  throughout  the  mid¬ 
dle  west,  and  the  river  coal  men  have  always 
handled  this  trade  from  Cincinnati.  Coal  is  ele¬ 
vated  from  barges,  re-screened  and  loaded  on 
cars_at  Cincinnati  and  shipped  to  its  destination 
hy  rail.  Just  no\V  there  seems  to  be  a  fair 
demand  for  this  river  coal,  hut  the  river  people 
can  not  get  enough  cars  to  supply  the  demand 
they  have  for  it,  and  they  are  bending  every 
effort  to  induce  the  railroads  to  give  them  more 
cars. 

The  election  of  Guy  W.  Mallon  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  Consolidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co., 
of  Spadra,  Ark.,  as  noted  exclusively  a  week 
or  two  ago  in  The  Black  Diamond,  was  fol¬ 
lowed  this  week  by  a  special  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  company,  most  of  whom  reside 


Indian.M’olis,  Ind.,  September  20. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — With  the  season  of  1906-7 
barely  opened,  the  Indiana  coal  trade  is  con¬ 
fronted  with  an  alarming  prospect  of  inadequate 
transportation  facilities.  If  conditions  continue 
to  grow  worse  at  the  rate  they  are  going  at  pres¬ 
ent,  the  trade  and  the  public  will  suffer  more  than 
ever  before  by  the  time  winter  sets  in  in  earnest. 

Car  Blockades  Frequent  and  Serious. 

Blockades  and  shortage  of  cars  have  been  fre¬ 
quent  in  this  state  and  have  caused  no  end  of 
annoyance,  but  they  seldom  have  been  so  serious 
at  tins  time  of  the  year  ds  they  are  right  now. 
Things  have  come  to  such  a  pass  that  the  Indi¬ 
ana  railway  commission  is  compelled  to  lake  a 
hand.  Invitations  were  isued  by  it  a  week  ago 
for  a  meeting  at  Terre  Haute  tomorrow  at  which 
operators,  dealers,  agents,  railroad  men  and  con¬ 
sumers  will  be  given  ample  opportunity  to  explain 
the  situation. 

The  blockade  at  'I'erre  Haute  is  as  bad  as  it 
has  been  for  a  long  time.  Many  complaints  have 
been  lodged  with  the  railroad  commission  by 
members  of  the  trade  and  consumers  who  arc 
unable  to  get  good  service.  A  representative  of 
a  well  known  Pike  county  company  said  today 
that  he  has  several  car  loads  of  coal  tied  up  in 
the  Terre  Haute  vards  that  have  been  there  since 
August  nineteenth.  Other  agents  here  said  they 
have  found  it  imiiossihlc  to  get  their  coal  out 
of  the  Terre' Haute  yards. 

The  Big  Four  company  is  bearing  the  brunt  of 


in  Cincinnati,  and  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
company  to  float  an  issue  of  $75(),()0()  in  bonds  to 
more  properly  and  completely  equii)  the  company 
so  that  its  outiiut  of  coal  will  enlarge  its  earn¬ 
ing  capacity.  A  committee  of  the  directors  has 
gone  over  the  plant,  which  is  an  excellent  one, 
but  which  under  the  present  adverse  conditions 
has  not  been  able  to  produce  a  tonnage  suffi¬ 
cient  to  enable  the  company  to  pay  dividends. 
It  is  the  present  intention  of  the  directors  to  go 
ahead  with  the  devcloiiment  of  the  mines  and 
largely  increase  the  output  of  coal,  for  which 
there  is  an  ai)i)arently  good  market  at  good 
prices.  Most  of  the  coal  produced  goes  to  St. 
Louis.  The  company  owns  over  eight  thousand 
acres  of  coal  porperties.  It  has  a  stock  capital 
of  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  and  a  bonded 
indebtedness  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  W.  S.  Bogle,  of  Chicago,  was  present 
at  the  meeting,  all  the  other  directors  being 
Cincinnatians. 

A  new  order  from  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railroad  is  causing  many  of  the  shiiijicrs  of  that 
road  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness,  and  a  formal 
.protest  against  it  was  matie  at  a  meeting  of  a 
number  of  the  most  prominent  shiiipers  a  few 
days  ago.  The  order  referred  to  is  that  coal 
companies  must  give  re-consigning  instructions 
to  the  railroad  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours 
from  the  time  the  coal  arrives  at  Clare,  the  re¬ 
consigning  station  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railroad.  In  other  words,  no  coal  company  can 
hold  coal  longer  than  twenty-four  hours  at 
Clare.  Heretofore,  or  at  least  until  quite  re¬ 
cently.  the  railroail  company  allowed  the  coal 
men  an  indefinite  period  in  which  to  rc-consign 
their  product,  and  it  is  said  that  a  number  of 
concerns  used  the  Clare  yards  for  a  literal  storage- 
yard.  'I'he  Norfolk  &  Western  cut  the  time 
down  to  four  days,  and  now  it  has  again  cut  it 
to  one  day.  The  coal  men  who  have  never 
abused  the  former  privileges  granted  by  the  rail¬ 
road,  claim  that  the  present  rule  will  work  a 
great  hardship  upon  them,  as  they  can  not  keep 
large  customers  supplied  when  coal  becomes 
“bunched”  on  the  railroads,  as  it  very  frequently 
does.  It  is  cited  that  a  number  of  large  jilants. 
which  use  from  one  to  several  cars  of  coal  a 
day,  and  can  not  unload  more,  will  often  be  en- 
tirel5'  out  of  coal  because  the  railroads  can  not 
prevent  bunching  of  cars.  Fifteen  or  twenty 
cars  will  come  in  one  day,  and  then  none  for 
several  days.  There  is  nothing  to  do  e.xcept 
to  pay  demurrage,,  and  the  coal  men  are  strenu¬ 
ously  objecting  to  this  phase  of  the  new  regula¬ 
tion.  It  is  likely  that  the  new  order  will  l)c 
rescinded  after  the  present  car  shortage  is  past. 


the  criticism.  It  is  charged  with  refusing  to  move 
the  coal  consigned  to  it.  The  statement  is  be¬ 
ing  made  that  it  has  hardly  moved  a  carload  of 
coal  in  the  past  month  delivered  to  it  by  tlic 
Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  lines  or  the  Southern 
Indiana.  The  mines  along  these  roads  were  1)e- 
ing  operated  heavily,  as  the  companies  had  plenty 
of  orders  as  a  rule,  but  they  have  been  greatly 
handicapped  in  their  business  by  their  almost 
complete  inability  to  get  their  coal  to  the  market. 

It  is  not  charged  that  the  Big  h'oiir  has  placed 
an  embargo  against  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  or 
Southern  Indiana  coal,  hut  it  is  .said  that  the  Big 
b'our  has  utterly  failed  to  handle  the  ciKil  delivered 
to  it  at  Terre  Haute  by  the  lines  mentioned. 
(9n  behalf  of  the  company  it  is  said,  however,  that 
it  is  laying  a  double  track  between  here  and  Terre 
Haute  to  better  handle  the  coal  traffic  and  that 
it  is  nearly  swamped  with  other  kinds  of  freight 
offered  to  it. 

Practically  all  of  the  operators  in  the  Greene 
and  Sullivan  county  fields  rely  on  the  Big  Four 
to  .get  their  coal  to  the  Indiana()oIis  market,  as 
it  hauls  it  ten  cents  cheaper  on  the  Ion  than  the 
Vandalia.  The  latter’s  yards  were  blockaded  for 
several  days  but  it  has  done  a  lot  to  relieve  the 
situation  as  far  as  its  own  lines  are  concerned. 

Consumers  Running  Short  of  Coal. 

Many  large  cmisuiners  are  beginninp-  to  run 
short  of  coal,  as  they  ditl  not  '>lock  up  heavily 
after  the  strike.  They  have  dejiended  on  get¬ 
ting  coal  just  as  they  need  it,  but  they  arc  up 
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against  it  now.  One  of  the  aggravating  features 
of  the  matter  to  the  operators  and  dealers  is  that 
the  railroads  insist  on  receiving  a  demurrage  fee 
if  they  are  a  day  late  in  unloading  the  con¬ 
signment  after  it  reaches  here.  Many  of  the 
dealers  are  flatly  refusing  to  pay  demurrage  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances. 

The  commission  hopes  to  find  a  solution  of  the 
problem  and  the  members  of  the  trade  will  pull 
for  them  as  strong  as  possible.  It  is  likely  that 
the  commission  will  have  something  to  say  with¬ 
in  a  few  days.. 

The  twenty-seven  mines  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  were  tied  up  by  a 
strike  for  about  forty-eight  hours  this  week  over 
a  disagreement  between  it  and  the  union  as  to 
its  right  to  discharge  three  men  who  fired  shots 
contrary  to  the  law  and  their  contract.  'I'he  com¬ 
pany  discharged  them,  but  the  officers  of  the 
union  insisted  on  their  being  re-employed  and 
paid  in  full  for  loss  of  time. 

This  the  company  refused  to  do  at  first  so  Presi¬ 
dent  O’Connor  called  the  men  out.  About  3,000 
were  involved.  'I'he  members  of  the  operators’  asso¬ 
ciation  held  a  meeting  at  Terre  Haute  to  discuss 
the  situation  and  insisted  on  the  'Vandalia  fighting 


■Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  September  20. —  {Special 
Correspondence.) — If  anything,  the  railroad  sit- 
ation  is  getting  worse.  Not  only  is  there  an 
insufficiency  of  cars,  but  the  railroads  have  been 
woefully  slow  in  moving  loaded  cars  from  the 
mines.  Congested  traffic  elsewhere  is  ascribed 
as  the  cause  for  the  lagging  movement.  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  officials  contend  that  the  fixing 
of  a  new  tariff  in  accordance  with  the  Hepburn 
bill  is  responsible  for  the  tieup  of  about  two 
thousand  cars  in  West  Virginia  and  in  the 
Connellsville  region.  Whether  there  is  substan¬ 
tial  ground  for  this  theory  or  not  the  fact  re¬ 
mains  that  there  is  almost  a  demoralizing  situa¬ 
tion  with  respect  to  prompt  shipments,  and 
operators  are  looking  askance  on  the  weeks  to 
come. 

Representatives  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroads  have  filed  with 
secretary  of  state  agreements  covering  the  de¬ 
tails  of  recent  additions  to  their  equipment.  The 
Norfolk  &  Western  sets  forth  that  the  company 
is  to  acquire  twelve  new  freight  engines  and  895 
hoppers  of  fifty-ton  capacity  each.  The  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  agreement  covers  the  cost  of  two 
thousand  composite  gondola  cars.  These  records 
are  made  in  compliance  with  the  statutes. 

In  the  last  few  years  the  additional  equipment 
purchased  by  the  railroads  has  been  enormous, 
but  it  has  not  been  equal  to  the  demand  of  old 
operations,  which  have  improved  their  facilities 
so  as  to  increase  their  output  and  for  the  vast 
number  of  new  mines  opened  up.  As  the  three 
trunk  lines  operate  mostly  only  single  tracks  they 
get  fairly  swamped  when  the  coal  business 
booms,  as  it  is  doing  just  now  within  transpor¬ 
tation  limitations,  consequently  about  all  the 
operators  can  do  is  to  make  the  best  fight  pos¬ 
sible  for  cars  and  delivery  after  they  get  the  cars. 

Revision  of  State  Mining  Laws. 

Governor  Dawson  has  appointed  a  commission 
to  revise  the  state  mining  laws  ,and  has  named 
representatives  of  the  operators,  miners  and  the 
slate  inspection  bureau.  The  operators  named 
include;  John  Brooks,  Clarksburg;  E.  L.  Judy, 
Thomas;  D.  C.  Kennedy.  Charleston;  W.  IM. 
Gillie,  Boomer;  J.  S.-  Cunningham,  Berwind. 
Chief  Inspector  J.  W.  Paul  and  Deputy  Earl 
Henry  will  be  the  representatives  of  the  state. 
'I'he  commission  is  to  meet  shortly  and  its  re¬ 
port  will  be  transmitted  to  the  legislature,  'fhe 
governor  is  desirous  of  enacting  regulations  that 
may  limit  the  number  of  mine  accidents,  the 
great  fatality  list  last  winter  arousing  an  agita¬ 
tion  to  that  end.  It  will  be  interesting  to  watch 
the  developments,  for  it  appears  to  be  presumed 
that  operators  are  not  equally  anxious  to  pre¬ 
vent  these  disasters. 

Another  interesting  development  is  the  move¬ 
ment  to  install  a  school  of  mines  and  mining 
engineering  in  the  West  Virginia  University,  a 
state  institution.  Dr.  Purinton,  the  president, 
has  originated  the  idea  and  he  hopes  to  have  it 
accomplished  in  a  year  or  so.  He  laments  the 


the  matter,  but  the  company  gave  in  and  rein¬ 
stated  the  men. 

'J  he  men  were  in  the  habit  of  firing  the  shots 
before  three  or  three-thirty  in  the  afternoon 
if  no  coal  was  being  taken  out.  The  company 
claimed  this  was  a  violation  of  the  law  and  the 
contract  and  made  the  point  that  it  did  not 
intend  to  be  held  for  damages  arising  from 
injury  to  anyone  who  might  be  in  the  mines 
when  the  shot  was  fired. 

John  Hewett,  general  superintendent  of  the 
company,  says  that  it  will  at  once  go  into  court 
to  have  the  question  settled  when  shots  shall  be 
fired  according  to  the  law  and  the  contract.  The 
union  agreed  at  the  start  to  submit  the  matter 
to  the  court  and  to  refund  the  wages  of  the 
miners  involved  if  they  were  not  sustained,  but 
it  has  since  backed  down  on  the  proposition. 

'I'here  has  been  practically  no  change  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  conditions  since  last  week.  It  has  not  been 
possible  to  handle  much  business  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  cars  and  the  blockade.  Run-of-mine 
is  bringing  from  $1.10@1.20  at  the  mines,  while 
screenings  hover  around  seventy-five  cents  a  ton. 
'I'here  is  very  little  doing  in  the  domestic  trade 
and  probably  will  not  be  before  cold  weather. 


fact  that  the  young  men  of  West  Virginia, 
essentially  a  mining  state,  are  compelled  to  go 
elsewhere  for  technical  instruction  in  the  mining 
profession. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

.  L.  D.  Burns,  superintendent  of  the  Gauley 
Consolidated  Co.,  has  just  been  married  and  is 
now  on  his  honeymoon  trip  in  Canada. 

By  the  purchase  of  a  farm  near  Fairmont  it  is 
believed  the  western  Maryland  interests  have 
established  a  center  for  the  opening  of  the 
twenty-five  thousand-acre  tract  they  own  in  that 
vicinity,  but  which  they  have  not  yet  begun  to 
mine.  The  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which,  it 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  September  13. — (Special 
Correspondence.)— Coal  prices  are  wavering.  It 
is  a  toss  up  between  the  various  retailers  and 
wholesalers  whether  there  is  to  be  a  decline  or 
whether  prices  are  to  go  to  where  they  were  last 
winter.  There  is  no  prospect  of  an  advance, 
according  to  the  managers  of  four  large  retail 
concerns,  but  all  of  them  counsel  early  orders, 
as  there  is  grave  fear  of  a  famine.  The  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  grounds  for  this  fear  is  patent. 
John  C.  Tarsney,  who  operates  coal  mines  in 
northern  Missouri,  on  this  point  said: 

“The  railroads  have  bigger  crops  to  move  this 
year  than  ever  before  in  their  history.  This 
means  that  they  will  use  more  coal  than  ever 
and  have  fewer  cars  available  to  put  coal  in,  and 
fewer  locomotives  at  liberty  to  haul  the  coal.  It 
is  not  unusual  for  thirty  days  to  be  consumed 
bringing  a  car  of  coal  two  hundred  miles.  It 
is  cut  out  of  trains  to  give  precedence  to  time 
and  perishable  freight.  This  may  mean  a  dearth 
of  coal  in  the  large  cities,  with  every  sidetrack 
in  the  territory  stocked  up  with  it.” 

Wholesalers  have  advanced  their  prices  slightly 
to  the  retailers,  the  raise  being,  according  to  the 
grade,  from  eight  to  twenty  cents  per  ton.  Still, 
coal  that  is  selling  here  today  at  from  $3.50  to 
$4.00  per  ton  is  being  offered  in  large  or  small 
lots  at  the  mine  at  $1.80,  to  which  is  to  be  added 
sixty  cents  for  freight  and  fifty  cents  for  cartage 
from  the  retail  yards  to  the  coal  bins  in  houses. 
The  government  bought  its  coal  for  the  federal 
building  this  year  under  what  it  had  to  pay  last 
year,  but  the  school  board’s  contract  shows  an 
advance  over  last  year. 

C.  C.  Clough,  of  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Fuel 
Co.,  said : 

“The  coal  season  opened  September  first  with 
the  advent  of  cool  weather  and  the  collapse  of  the 
McGowan  negotiations.  Prices  have  not  ad¬ 
vanced  and  we  do  not  think  thej'  will.  The  cost 
of  mining  is  up  slightly,  but  there  is  less  coal 
being  used  in  the  river  towns.  This  means  more 


is  understood,  will  have  charge  of  the  mining, 
has  already  opened  offices  in  Fairmont. 

By  an  amicable  compromise  the  suit  brought 
by  Samuel  Dixon  to  compel  the  delivery  of  stock 
he  had  purchased  in  the  Hervey  and  Dun  Loop 
collieries  was  dropped  and  he  is  now  in  absolute 
control. 

Purchases  of  Raleigh  county  coal  land  con¬ 
tinue;  R.  H.  Maxwell,  who  is  the  latest  buyer, 
has  just  had  transferred  to  him  a  tract  of  good 
stuff,  which  lies  near  land  already  valued  at 
one  hundred  dollars  an  acre. 

A  new  enterprise  is  the  Central  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.,  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  which  is  now 
making  preparations  to  open  a  mine  near  that 
city,  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  al¬ 
ready  provided  a  switch.  W.  C.  Stoffer,  of  Tre- 
mont.  Pa.,  is  interested,  but  the  rest  are  local 
people. 

Thomas  McGough.  who  lived  at  Bridgeport, 
just  opposite  Wheeling,  has  resigned  as  deputy 
mine  inspector  for  the  adjacent  district  of  Ohio. 
He  was  a  popular  and  efficient  official.  It  is 
understood  he  will  accept  a  responsible  position 
with  one  of  the  large  concerns  in  the  eastern 
Ohio  field. 

Hearing  of  the  suit  of  the  Collins  Colliery  Co. 
against  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.  will  begin 
October  first.  It  relates  to  a  controversy  of 
four  years  over  a  settlement  of  coal  sales,  and 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  involved.  The 
plaintiffs  allege  that  in  1901  they  entered  into 
contract  with  C.  J.  Milton,  of  Cincinnati,  and 
J.  .A.  Renahan.  of  Chicago,  for  the  exclusive 
sale  on  the  inland  and  western  markets  of  the 
output  of  the  Collins  mine  on  a  commission  basis 
of  fifteen  cents  a  ton  for  coke  and  ten  cents  for 
coal.  By  common  consent  the  contract  was 
transferred  a  year  later  to  the  Smokeless  Fuel 
Co.  and  modified  so  as  to  include  sales  for 
tidewater  coal.  Settlements  were  to  have  been 
made  monthly  up  to  March.  1906.  when  the 
contract  was  discontinued.  The  plaintiffs  claim 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  while  the  defend¬ 
ants  have  filed  a  petition  claiming  offsets  amount¬ 
ing  to  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars. 


coal  available  for  Kansas  City.  It  would  be  folly 
to  postpone  buying  coal,  as  deliveries  may  at  any 
time  run  from  one  to  twenty  days  behind.  No¬ 
body  can  afford  to  be  out  of  coal ;  there  is  no 
argument  about  that.  Still,  there  is  no  use 
alarming  the  people  about  the  additional  cost  of 
mining.  Coal  prices  this  year  will  be  no  higher 
than  they  were  last  year.” 

The  mine  operators  are  totally  at  a  loss  what 
to  do  with  their  slack.  As  the  railroads  use  more 
lump  coal,  that  means  more  slack  coal.  With  the 
packers  and  other  big  institutions  using  gas  or 
oil  for  fuel,  the  market  for  slack  coal  has  de¬ 
creased.  Some  of  the  retailers  think  the  mines 
will  add  enough  to  the  cost  of  their  household  to 
make  up  for  the  cost  of  this  unmarketable  slack. 


Railroad  Men  Inclined  to  Listen. 

Railroad  men  are  inclined  to  listen  to  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  shippers  for  a  reduction  of  demur¬ 
rage  on  cars  filled  with  coal  and  held  beyond 
the  time  limit.  They  are  willing  to  enter  into  a 
full  discussion  of  the  subject,  but  at  this  time 
they  do  not  feel  like  conceding  many  points. 

The  position  taken  by  the  railroad  men  is  that 
if  a  coal  dealer  receives  say.  fifty  to  one  hundred 
cars  of  coal  and  the  tracks  at  the  yards  are  so 
small  that  they  will  not  hold  the  cars,  there  is 
no  reason  why  the  road  should  donate  the  use 
of  the  cars  while  they  are  held  to  be  unloaded. 
They  maintain  that  it  is  only  fair  that  a  shipper 
should  pay  a  fair  rental  for  each  car  held  after 
expiration  of  the  free  time  given  by  all  roads. 

Coal,  gas  and  oil  have  all  been  struck  by  the 
Kansas  City  Western  railway  in  its  gas  well 
digging  near  Wolcott.  Kas.,  but  the  latter  two 
have  appeared  only  in  quantities  so  small  as  to 
be  unworthy  of  working.  But  coal  has  been 
abundant  and  it  may  be  that  after  all  coal  will 
be  mined,  though  it  was  gas  that  the  company 
sought. 
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F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Co.,  Cincinnati,  was  a  Chicago  visitor 
this  week. 

T.  J.  O’Gara,  president  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co., 
Marquette  building,  Chicago,  is  in  New  York 
city  this  week  on  business. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  of  Pittsburg,  president  of  the 
Old  Colony  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week 
in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

E.  L.  Wolford,  Linton,  Ind.,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  United  Fourth  Vein  Mining 
Co.,  was  in  Chicago  last  week  Friday  on  busi¬ 
ness. 

C.  R.  Shabino,  until  recently  treasurer  of  the 
Pittsburg  &  Indiana  Coal  Cg..  has  accepted  a 
position  in  the  Chicago  office  of  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  Co. 

Owing  to  poor  health,  J.  W.  Simpson,  recently 
of  the  MacBride  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  gone  on 
an  extended  hunting  trip  in  the  Rocky  moun¬ 
tains  in  Colorado. 

C.  Reiss,  of  C.  Reiss  &  Co.,  one  of  the  largest 
dock  companies  of  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  in  the  interests  of  his  company 
which  is  experiencing  difficulty  in  securing  suffi¬ 
cient  supplies  of  coal  for  the  winter  in  common 
with  all  shippers  in  the  northwest. 

Eugene  Ambler,  of  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  ’Chicago,  returned  home  this 
week  from  an  extended  automobile  tour  through 
Indiana  and  Ohio,  in  the  course  of  which  he 
spent  several  days  in  Cincinnati  as  the  guest  of 
William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

W.  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  went  to 
Cincinnati  this  week  to  attend  a  special  meeting 
of  the  directors  of  the  Consolidated  Anthracite 
Coal  Co.,  whose  mines  are  at  Spadra,  Ark.  The 
meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting 
plans  for  greatly  increasing  the  volume  of  pro¬ 
duction  at  the  company’s  mines. 

James  A.  Ferguson,  of  Duluth,  Minn.,  has 
been  appointed  northern  sales  agent  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  with  Minnesota,  northern  Wis¬ 
consin  and  western  Ontario  for  his  territory.  It 
is  understood  also  that  Mr.  Ferguson,  who  is 
vice-president  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  is  to  be 
elected  president  of  that  company  to  succeed 
N.  S.  Coffin,  of  Minneapolis,  who  has  resigned 
to  give  his  entire  attention  to  his  extensive 
lumber  interests. 

M.  T.  Roach,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  president  of 
the  New  River-Kanawha  Coal  Co.,  and  C.  E. 
Fultz,  sales  manager  of  the  company  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  were  in  Chicago  Monday  and  Tuesday  in 
consultation  with  G.  M.  Woodward,  western 
sales  manager,  for  the  purpose  of  devising  the 
best  metnods  available  for  meeting  the  heavy 
demands  of  their  trade  in  this  territory  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  mines  of  the  company  are 
already  completely  sold  up  to  the  first  of  January. 

D.  I.  Willis,  a  prominent  resident  of  Mur- 
physboro.  Ill.,  died  recently  in  Murphysboro, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  of  Jackson  county,  being  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Old ,  Brownsville  in  pioneer  days,  and 
afterward  came  to  Murphysboro  at  its  founding. 
He  owned  controlling  stock  in  the  Gus  Blair  Big 
Muddy  Coal  Co.,  of  Johnson  City,  was  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Southern  Illinois  Mill  &  Savings 
bank  at  Murphysboro,  besides  being  interested  in 
many  other  enterprises.  He  was  the  founder  of 
Willisville  and  the  mines  there  now  owned  by 
the  M.  &  O.  R.  R. 

Bulletin  No.  1  of  the  Illinois  state  geological 
survey  has  just  been  issued  from  the  Illinois  press. 
It  is  a  bound  volume  of  octavo  size  and  consists 
of  a  geological  map  of  Illinois  and  a  sixteen- 


page  description  by  Stuart  Weller.  The  map  is 
twenty-one  by  thirty-two  inches,  printed  in  col¬ 
ors  and  shows  very  clearly  and  completely  the 
geological  structure  of  the  state,  both  as  to  geo¬ 
graphic  distribution  of  the  various  formations 
and  as  to  their  relative  position  vertically  by 
means  of  a  series  of  profiles.  The  bulletin  will 
be  found  to  be  of  great  value  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  development  of  state  resources  as  well  as 
to  students. 

The  many  friends  of  J.  J.  C.  Simpson,  form¬ 
erly  of  Mt.  Olive,  Ill.,  were  shocked  to  learn  of 
his  sudden  death  last  week  at  his  home  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  Scotland.  Mr.  Simpson  was  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  the  Consolidated 
Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  for  about  twelve  years, 
having  held  that  responsible  position  from  the 
time  of  the  consolidation.  About  six  years  ago 
his  father-in-law.  Sir  John  Watson,  of  Scot¬ 
land,  died,  and  shortly  after  Mr.  Simpson  re¬ 
signed  his  position  with  the  Consolidated  Coal 
Co.  and  removed  with  his  family  to  Scotland, 
where  they  have  since  resided.  He  was  in  the 
prime  pf  life,  being  only  fifty-two  years  of  age, 
and  a  man  who  has  always  enjoyed  the  most 
robust  health.  His  death  was  very  sudden  and 
no  information  has  as  yet  been  received  by  his 
friends  here  as  to  the  immediate  cause  or  other 
details. 

The  joint  committee  representing  the  Illinois 
coal  operators  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
Illinois,  which  met  on  September  fifth  and  again 
on  Thursday,  September  thirteenth,  in  St.  Louis, 
was  unable  to  reach  any  agreement  whatever 
upon  the  controversy  at  the  mines  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Donk  Brothers  Coal 
Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  and  just  before  adjourning 
agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  sub-committee 
to  be  chosen  later,  this  committee  to  have  full 
power  to  settle  the  matter.  The  miners  co.ntend 
that  the  companies  named  are  responsible  for 
the  closing  of  several  mines  operated  by  them, 
and  the  operators  maintain  that  the  objection  of 
the  miners  to  accept  the  Illinois  scale  is  re¬ 
sponsible.  If  the  miners  are  found  guilty  each 
man  will  be  fined  ten  dollars,  wdiile  if  the  oper¬ 
ators  are  declared  to  be  responsible  a  fine  of  a 
hundred  dollars  will  be  assessed  against  each 
company. 

After  an  illness  of  only'  a  few  days  F.  C. 
Goff,  one  of  the  w'idely  known  coal  men  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  last 
week.  Mr.  Goff  had  been  in  poor  health  for  the 
past  two  years  but  no  alarm  was  felt  until  a 
week  ago  when  he  was  stricken  with  pneumonia. 
Owing  to  his  age,  seventy-two  years,  and  his 
weak  condition,  he  was  unable  to  rally  from  the 
attack.  He  was  born  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.,  but 
when  a  young  man  removed  to  Illinois  and  for 
a  number  of  years  made  his  home  in  Chicago, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  In 
1863  he  went  to  Cleveland,  since  which  time 
he  had  made  that  city  his  home.  Shortly  after 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Ohio  he  became  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Morgan  Run  Coal  Mining  Co.,  and 
for  more  than  thirty  years  was  its  active  head. 
Owing  to  his  advanced  years  he  retired  from 
business  about  five  j'ears  ago.  He  is  survived 
by  Mrs.  Goff  and  two  sons,  F.  H.  Goff,  of  the  law 
firm  of  Kline,  Tolls  &  Goff,  and  1.  C.  Goff,  of 
the  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Co.,  of  Cleveland. 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association  in  co¬ 
operation  with  City  Sealer  Grein  is  continuing 
without  any  abatement  its  campaign  in  behalf 
of  honest  methods  in  the  retail  coal  business. 
The  case  against  the  Chicago  &  Wcllston  Coal 
Co.,  charged  with  a  .520-pound  shortage  in  a 
delivery  to  Lyon  Brothers.  250  Madison  street, 
reported  in  The  Black  Diamond  of  August 
eighteenth,  was  continued  from  time  to  time, 
but  was  finally  set  for  trial  on  Thursday  of  this 


week  in  Justice  Gibbons’  court.  When  the  case 
was  called  the  defendant  did  not  appear.  Judg¬ 
ment  was  rendered  by  default  and  the  maximum 
fine  of  fifty  dollars  imposed,  making  the  tliird 
conviction  of  this  company.  The  case  against 
the  Alwart  Brothers  Coal  Co.,  noted  in  the  same 
issue  of  The  Black  Diamond,  in  which  they 
were  charged  with  delivery  of  a  load  of  coal  eight 
hundred  pounds  short  to  the  Phoenix  Trimming 
Itlanufacturing  Co.,  572  Clybourn  avenue,  was 
also  continued  from  time  to  time,  but  finally 
came  to  a  hearing  before  Justice  Gibbons  last 
week  Friday,  who  non-suited  the  case.  The 
city  sealer  immediately  took  the  defendant  be¬ 
fore  Justice  Hurley  on  a  bench  warrant,  who 
tried  the  case  immediately  and  imposed  the  max¬ 
imum  fine  of  fifty  dollars.  Two  cases  pending  at 
the  present  time  but  set  for  early  trials  are  as 
follows :  against  Alwart  Brothers  Coal  Co., 
charged  with  delivering  to  Mrs.  Ludwig,  288 
Garfield  avenue,  a  load  of  coal  the  ticket  for 
which  called  for  eight  thousand  pounds  but  which 
the  official  scales  showed  to  contain  only  7,700 
pounds ;  and  against  E.  F.  Daniels  &  Co.,  charged 
with  delivering  to  R.  R.  Donnelly  Sons  &  Co. 
a  load  the  ticket  for  which  called  for  12,150 
pounds,  but  which  showed  only  11,850  pounds 
when  weighed  by  the  city  official. 

The  scale  committee  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America  and  the  operators  of  coal  mines 
in  Montana,  after  several  days’  conference,  have 
agreed  upon  a  scale  of  wages  to  be  effective  for 
the  next  year.  The  scale  agreed  upon  in  most 
essentials  is  almost  identical  with  that  which  has 
obtained  for  the  past  year.  In  only  one  instance 
has  any  change  been  made  in  the  working  con¬ 
ditions  of  any  camp.  This  exception  is  in  regard 
to  the  Lewiston  camp,  where  the  miners  go  from 
a  daily  wage  to  contract,  or  piece,  basis.  Even 
in  this  change,  both  miners  and  operators  feel  that 
they  have  taken  the  wisest  step.  The  initiation 
for  a  change  came  from  the  operators  of  that 
section.  The  miners  have  been  working  under  a 
day  scale  of  $3.50,  and  in  arranging  the  piece 
scale  it  is  agreed  that  the  men  shall  continue  to 
make  this  wage,  even  though  it  shall  develop 
that  their  pay  by  tonnage  method  does  not  equal 
this  amount.  The  only  other  changes  made  in 
Montana  conditions  had  tcf  do  with  the  wages 
of  common  laborers  around  the  mines,  principally 
the  teamsters,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  in 
the  case  of  “fan”  firemen.  In  these  cases  a 
slight  increase  in  pay  is  called  for  in  the  new 
scale,  which  the  operators  readily  agreed  to. 
The  scale  for  Wyoming  will  not  be  settled  until 
a  further  conference  in  that  state. 

The  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  operating  four 
mines  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  does  not  intend 
to  be  held  responsible  for  carelessness  that  might 
cause  death  to  their  men  and  has  taken  summary 
action  in  the  case  of  three  colored  miners  who 
had  failed  to  obey  the  commonest  law  of  mining 
after  being  told  two  or  three  times  of  their 
error.  The  three  men  were  discharged  by  Man¬ 
ager  James  Johnson,  who  gave  them  his  reasons 
for  so  acting.  It  is  expressly  stated  in  the  State 
mining  laws  that  men  must  not  be  allowed  to 
work  under  loose  stone.  In  the  case  of  the 
three  men  discharged  the  management  found 
them  violating  this  provision  and  warned  them 
not  to  do  so  again.  Repeated  warnings  of  their 
own  danger  and  the  violation  of  the  law  seemed 
to  have  no  effect  and  the  men  were  told  to  hunt 
other  places.  This  same  policy  adopted  in  every 
other  mine  in  the  East  Ohio  field  where  there 
is  a  very  treacherous  vein  of  stone  will  have 
the  effect  of  materially  lessening  the  number  of 
deaths  from  accident.  It  is  understood  to  be 
the  intention  of  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Co. 
to  enforce  this  law  in  their  mines  in  the  future, 
to  the  letter. 
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Getting  Ready  for  Business  in  1908. 

Wives  and  daughters  of  Ohio  miners  were  advised  the  other  day,  in  a 
pulilic  address  by  John  Mitchell,  president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America,  to  practice  the  utmost  economy  during  the  next  two  years,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  money  and  luiilding  up  a  reserve  fund  for  use  in 
helping  their  hushands  and  fathers  in  either  resisting  a  reduction  in  the 
wages  now  paid  or  in  lending  financial  aid  toward  the  winning  of  a  fnht  for 
an  even  higher  wage  scale.  While  Mr.  Mitchiu-l  did  not  speak  it  out  in 
so  many  words,  his  remarks  are  reported  to  have  conveyed  the  distinct  im¬ 
pression  that  he  intends  to  advise  his  followers  to  stand  out  for  a  substantial 
advance  u()on  the  e.xpiration  of  the  existing  wage  agreement  at  the  end  of 
March,  1!)()8. 

'I'hese  remarks  of  the  president  of  the  united  mine  workers  go  far 
toward  confirming  the  belief  already  held  by  many,  that  the  settlements 
whereby  the  strikes  of  this  summer  were  ended,  although  far  more  favorable 
to  the  miners  than  to  the  oiierators,  are  nevertheless  regarded  by  the  miners 
as  merely  a  truce  whereb}-  they  may  he  enabled  to  gain  fresh  strength  for 
use  in  a  mightier  struggle  which  they  expect  to  precipitate  a  year  from  next 
spring. 

To  be  sure,  ;m  alternative  was  put  in ;  the  struggle  :it  that  time,  he 
intimated,  might  have  to  he  for  the  prevention  of  a  reduction  of  wages. 
But  Mr.  Mitchell  is  ;i  discreet  man  when  it  comes  to  public  utterances  for 
widespread  quotation,  lie  is  not  given  to  burning  his  bridges  behind  him; 
it  is  one  of  his  strongest  cards  to  make  his  cause  appear  to  he  that  of  the 
weak  and  downtrodden  against  the  mighty.  Then  too,  the  present  tide  of 


lirosperity  may  have  begun  to  ebb  by  that  time  to  which  he  is  looking  for¬ 
ward.  Hence  the  struggle  may  be  against  a  reduction  of  wages.  But  coal 
operators  may  rest  assured  that  if  the  least  hope  of  success  is  apparent, 
the  struggle  will  be  of  a  far  different  sort,  and  that  if  they  are  to  come  out 
of  it  successfully  they  must  heal  their  differences,  and  present  a  far  more 
united  front  than  the\  did  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  1900.  They 
must  lake  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  anthracite  operators,  and  stand 
together  as  one  man,  firrgetful  of  past  disagreements  and  rivalries. 

Jl  Contrast  and  a  Lesson. 

It  is  a  pit\  that  a  committee  of  employes  from  each  mine  in  the  United 
States  can  not  he  forced  to  go  to  Bohemia  and  made  to  work  for  a  while 
in  the  coal  mines  of  that  country.  Possibly  they  might  come  back  with 
slightly  changed  views  as  to  the  iiosition  occupied  by  the  .Xmerican  miner, 
and  have  a  better  opinion  of  their  American  employers  and  of  the  treatment 
accorded  their  miners  by  .\merican  operators. 

Press  dispatches  from  Vienna  indicate  that  the  strike  of  the  Bohemian 
miners  is  assuming  large  proportions,  so  that  it  is  feared  that  it  will  extend 
till  it  includes  the  whole  of  the  coal  mining  region  of  that  country,  and 
cause  much  rioting  and  bloodshed  before  it  is  settled.  The  question  at  issue 
is  one  of  wages — thus  far  the  story  sounds  familiar.  But  the  contrast  is  in 
the  demand  made.  'I  hesc  P>ohcmian  miners  are  asking  that  a  minimum  wage 
shall  he  established;  and  such  a  minimum!  eighty-four  cents  per  day  for 
miners,  and  seventy-two  cents  per  day  for  helpers  and  laborers.  I-'rom  the 
point  of  view  given  by  conditions  in  this  country,  this  seems  such  an  absurdly 
modest  request  as  to  make  the  need  of  a  strike  to  enforce  it  appear  the  only 
wonder  in  the  case. 

But  w'e  call  attention  to  this  strike,  by  way  of  emphasizing  the  contrast 
which  exists  between  the  position  of  the  miners  of  Europe  and  of  .America, 
h'or,  after  making  all  due  allowance  for  differences  in  the  cost  of  living,  and 
in  the  standards  of  living,  the  fact  remains  that  the  miners  of  this  country- 
are  plutocrats  compared  with  their  European  brethren.  The  wages  that 
they  receive  are  hut  a  symbol  of  the  difference  in  the  lives  which  they  live 
and  the  privileges  wdiich  they  enjoy. 

The  lurid  adjectives  and  fiery  metaphors  of  desperation  and  despair 
which  form  so  large  a  part  of  the  stock  in  trade  of  the  professional  lalxir 
agitator  might  seem  to  have  a  place  when  used  in  appealing  to  skilled 
wiirkmeii  who  are  expected  to  rear  families  on  eighty  cents  a  day.  But 
.such  appeals  have  no  justification  and  should  have  no  place  as  addressed 
to  men  having  the  income,  enjoying  the  home  and  .social  privileges,  and  occu¬ 
pying  the  place  in  the  political  fabric,  possessed  by  the  .•\nierican  miner. 
His  work,  to  be  sure,  is  hard,  but  his  hours  are  not  long,  and  his  pay  is 
good,  very  often  too  good,  in  comparison  with  the  price  which  his  employer 
is  able  to  get  for  the  product,  or  in  comparison  with  the  burden  of  that 
price  upon  his  fellow-lal.orers  in  other  trades  who  have  to  buy  the  coal. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  fooli.sh  and  false  sentiment  w-asted  upon  the 
miners  by  the  public  in  time.s  of  strike,  due  to  ignorance  or  misinformation. 
I  he  average  miner,  when  he  review’s  his  conditions  calmly  and  uninfluenced 
by  demagogues,  is  hound  to  realize  that  these  conditions  rank  well  w’ith 
those  of  other  trades.  The  time  is  coming  when  the  general  public  will  be 
equally  well-informed,  and  miners’  strikes  will  not  receive  the  sympathy 
which  they  have  in  the  past.  In  fact,  the  belief  that  this  would  be  the  case 
last  spring  was  one  of  the  influential  factors  in  preventing  a  strike  in  the 
anthracite  region. 

Operators,  as  well  as  miners,  have  their  rights,  and  these  should  be 
respected.  The  general  public  has  its  rights,  which  should  be  maintained, 
.'knd  these  uncontrovertible  rights  often  run  absolutely  counter  to  the  selfish 
demands  and  high-handed  methods  of  organized  labor.  In  order  that  right 
may  prevail,  the  public  should  he  informed  as  to  the  real  facts  and  conditions 
as  they  exist  in  the  mining  industry. 

Such  information  can  not  he  gathered  and  disseminated,  still  less  can  it 
he  absorbed  by  the  iniblic  mind  during  the  excitement,  turbulence  and  passion 
of  a  great  strike.  This  discussion  then,  is  not  a  retrospect  of  the  strikes 
of  this  year ;  it  is  not  in  any  sense  a  delayed  post-mortem  examination, 
although  a  good  case  might  be  made  out  in  support  of  a  charge  of  suicide 
against  the  operators.  It  is  rather  a  prospect — a  looking  forward  to  the  strikes 
of  the  future.  Its  purpose  is.  to  emphasize  the  need  of  preparing  the  public 
mind  in  advance  so  that  the  whole  country  will  realize  that  its  own  personal 
and  vital  interests  are  involved,  and  refuse  to  .stand  in  any  such  attitude 
as  that  expressed  by  one  paper  which  remarked  last  June,  “So  far  as  the 
public  is  concerned  the  controversy  from  the  start  has  resembled  the  hippo¬ 
drome  races  at  the  circus.”  A  campaign  of  education,  therefore,  should  be 
started  at  once,  and  kept  up  throughout  the  next  year  and  a  half,  so  that 
when  the  present  agreements  between  operators  and  miners  expire  on  March 
Ihirty-lirst,  190S,  the  public  may  understand  the  questions  at  issue  and  con¬ 
ditions  as  they  actually  are  in  the  mining  regions,  in  onler  that  it  may  judge 
with  equity  as  to  where  substantial  justice  lies. 
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T  HE  BLACK  D  I  A  MONO 


The  New  Vice-President  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Company. 


The  greatly  increased  efficiency  of  the  sales  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  which  is  now 
in  evidence,  brings  into  prominence  H.  H.  Heiner, 
vice-president  of  this  mammoth  organization,  in 
whose  hands  is  placed  the  responsibility  of  mar¬ 
keting  the  product  of  some  sixty  mines  located 
in  Ohio  and  West  Virginia,  having  a  maximum 
output  of  ten  million  tons  annually.  Mr.  Heiner 
came  to  the  general  offices  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.  on  January  first,  1906,  in  the  capacity  of  man¬ 
ager  of  sales,  having  held  for  some  time  previous 
to  that  date  a  high  official  position  with  the  com¬ 
pany’s  associated  interests  at  St.  Paul,  Minn. 


His  administration  of  his  new  duties  proved  so 
successful  as  to  win  for  him  the  further  recog¬ 
nition,  on  August  first,  last,  of  being  made  vice- 
president.  The  efforts  of  Mr.  Heiner  have  been 
directed  toward  a  thorough  organization  of  the 
force  of  traveling  salesmen  and  resident  sales 
agents  under  his  charge,  and  in  extending  the 
scope  of  operations.  While  the  results  so  far 
have  been  conspicuously  noteworthy,  they  only 
mark  the  beginning  of  a  farreaching  system  which 


Bituminous  That 

How  Pittsburgers  may  save  the  sunshine  was 
shown  this  week  by  two  demonstrations  of  a  new 
smokeless  coal  that  has  recently  been  discovered 
near  Pittsburg.  It  is  claimed  for  the  new  fuel 
that  it  will  give  as  good  service  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  heat  as  the  cheapest  that  is  now  put 
on  the  market ;  the  price  at  which  it  is  offered 
is  a  small  fraction  above  that  asked  for  slack 
now,  and  the  results  as  seen  from  three  stacks 
in  the  furnaces  of  which  the  new  fuel  was 
burned  bear  out  the  assertion  that  its  use  will 
give  a  city  whose  cleanliness,  to  Pittsburgers 
at  least,  that  will  be  astonishing. 

City  Officials  Watch  Test. 

The  first  test,  which  ^was  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  Joseph  L.  Good,  of  the  Pittsburg- 
Ruffalo  Co.,  was  made  in  the  Park  building  at 
Fifth  avenue  and  Smithfield  street.  Here  the 
furnaces  had  been  made  ready  for  the  new  fuel. 
When  Mr.  Good,  Director  of  Public  Works 


is  to  be  worked  out.  'I  hc  progress  being  made 
•  is  along  thoroughly  practica'-  lines,  which  is  at¬ 
tested  by  the  fact  that  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  is 
enjoying  the  greatest  prosperity  in  its  history. 

Mr.  Heiner  first  became  connected  with  the  coal 
business  in  1895.  when  he  was  ai)pointed  sales 
agent  of  the  Big  Mountain  Mining  Co.,  with 
head(|uarters  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  .Shortly  afterward 
he  was  made  northern  sales  agent  of  the  Sunda\- 
Creek  Co.,  with  Detroit  as  iJase  of  oi)erations, 
and  in  1902  .was  advanced  to  the  position  of  vice- 
president  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  at 
St.  Paul,  and  the  Boston  Coal  Dock  &  Wharf 


Co.,  at  Duluth.  He  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  having 
been  born  at  Washington,  this  state,  in  1869,  and 
started  in  active  life  as  a  telegraph  operator,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  on  the  Kanawha  & 
Michigan,  rising  to  the  position  of  chief  tram 
dispatcher,  and  afterward  to  that  of  freight  agent. 
He  graduated  from  the  latter  into  an  enviable 
career  as  manager  of  large  coal  mining  interests, 
and  one  which  promises  great  achievements  for 
the  future. 


Does  ^lot  Smoke. 

Clark  and  several  representatives  of  the  press 
went  to  the  roof  of  the  building  they  saw  for 
about  a  minute  a  little  cloud  of  dark  gray 
smoke  come  from  the  stack.  After  that,  until 
the  fireman  got  busy  agai.n,  there  was  no  evidence 
of  any  doings  below  but  the  heat  flame,  such 
as  might  be  seen  from  the  stack  of  a  steam 
yacht  that  bur;is  nothing  but  anthracite. 

A  similar  and  better  result  was  obtained  at 
the  Arbuckle  plant  in  Liberty  avenue.  Here  the 
boilers  arc  of  the  old  style  and  the  firing  is  all 
by  hand.  The  fire  already  in  was  shaken  down 
and  as  nearly  as  possible  a  complete  fire  from  the 
new  coal  substituted.  For  a  minute  and  twenty 
seconds  there  puffed  from  the  smokestack  a 
moderately  heavy  gray  cloud,  which  seemed 
light  by  comparison  with  that  of  the  Oliver 
power  plant  near  by.  After  that  i)eriod  of  time 
there  was  nothing  but  the  heat  h;ize  from  the 
stack  until  the  man  below  got  busy  again,  when 
a  lighter  gray  cloud  that  could  hardly  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  from  other  smoke,  came  forth.  T.he 


engineer,  who.  like  his  confrere  -at  the  Park 
building,  was  a  cynic  with  regard  to  the  coal 
when  permission  to  make  the  test  was  grtinted, 
said  ten  pounds  better  ste.am  were  shown  ditr- 
ing  the  test  and  the  hdior  w:is  less.  Tlie  ob¬ 
servers  on  the  otttside  itlainly  saw  the  results 
in  cleanly  featitres. 

.\  third  view  of  the  effects  of  the  new  fuel 
was  seen  on  the  roof  of  the  .\ntler  hotel  bttild- 
ing,  which  instittition  has  been  itsing  the  coal 
for  some  weeks  aiifl  with  entinently  s.ati'factory 
re.>itlts. 

Where  the  new  co.al  is  obtaine<l  those  who 
handle  it  will  not  say.  They  vonch'tife  the  iti- 
fonnation  that  they  get  it  “up  st.'ite"  s'  mewhere, 
bttt  go  no  further.  They  insist  they  have  cnf)ugh 
to  last  the  city  for  years,  no  matter  bow  gretit 
the  dctuntid.  ()ther  people  have  some  of  it  .and 
\ew  York,  it  is  said,  tunong  other  cilie-..  h.as 
taken  kindly  to  it.  It  w'ill.  it  is  claimed  give  a 
heat  e(|ital  to  any  of  the  steaming  coals  now 
tised.  and  costs  almost  the  same  in  Pittsburg 
as  Uic  cheapest  slack.  It  looks  jtist  like  sucli 
shack  and  the  few  Ititnps  that  are  in  a  load  can 
be  cntmpled  in  the  lingers.  Xo  si)ecial  liring. 
cither  manttal  or  mechanical,  is  refptired.  ;ind 
the  jtromoters  maintain  that  with  tlie  use  of  the 
“smokeless  coal”  the  smoke  prf)blem  that  long 
h:is  trotthled  the  city  will  be  solved. 

Nova  Scotia  Submarine  Mining 

Consttl  General  W.  R.  Hallowa.  writing  from 
Halifax,  says  that  tliere  .are  now  in  C:ipc  Breton 
six  collieries  working  ttnder  water. 

The  largest  is  the  Princess  or  .Sydney  jjit  in 
Cape  Breton  Island.  This  colliery  was  the  first 
in  North  America  to  mine  coal  from  beneath  the 
bed  of  the  .Atlantic  ocean.  The  seam  of  coal 
averages  betwccti  five  :ind  one-half  and  six  feet 
thick,  of  best  quality,  rite  angle  of  dip  or  in- 
clitiation  seaward  is  five  degrees,  or  about  one 
foot  vertic.al  in  twelve  horizontal.  The  work¬ 
ing  of  the  “vvho'c  coal”  under  the  sea  by  tbe 
bore-and-pillar  system  was  commenced  in  1877. 
under  an  overhead  cover  at  the  shore  line  of  690 
feet  of  solid  measures,  although  i)art  of  the  work¬ 
ings  driven  to  the  rise  under  .Sydney  harbor 
was  operated  under  a  co\er  of  five  luinflred  feet 
or  less. 

rile  present  workings  are  distant  from  tbe 
shore  line  5,S()()  feet  to  the  dip.  .\t  this  tioint 
the  overhead  eover  is  1.110  feet  in  thickness  of 
strata,  with  thirty-three  to  forty  feet  depth  of 
water  above  it.  The  undersea  workings  in  the 
whole  coal  cover  is  1,620  acres.  No  sea  water 
has  yet  found  its  way  into  the  workings  as  a 
result  of  rctnoving  the  pillars.  A  feeder  of  a 
few  gallons  of  water  per  minute  was  encountered 
in  some  whole  coal  workings  driven  to  the  rise, 
as  also  at  the  face  of  th.e  water  levels  driven  in 
the  direction  of  the  outcrop  to  the  south,  but  this 
water  evidently  followed  the  seam  of  coal  down¬ 
ward  frotn  its  oittcrop  under  the  waters  of  the 
harbor.  There  has  been  no  water  known  to 
come  from  overhead  across  the  measures. 

This  immunity  from  overhead  leaks  from  the 
ocean  is  probably  due  to  the  pressure  in  the 
superincumbent  strata  of  twelve  beds  of  fire 
clay  or  underclay  of  a  total  thickness  of  thirty- 
nine  feet,  as  well  as  to  the  numerous  beds  of 
shale.  The  subsidence  of  the  overhead  strata 
caused  by  the  removal  of  a  bctl  of  coal  six  feet 
in  thickness  would  probably,  under  these  condi¬ 
tions,  soon  choke  itself,  so  that  there  would 
be  no  further  actual  motion  or  settling  of  the 
strata  for  more  than,  say,  one  hundred  feet 
upward.  .Above  that  point  the  elasticity  of  the 
beds  of  shale  and  fire  clay  mentioned  would 
prevent  any  rupture.  Fire  clay  when  brought 
into  contact  with  water  soon  forms  a  soft  clay 
resembling  putty  and  impervious  to  water.  Out 
of  tbe  submarine  area  there  has  already  been 
taken  some  5,250,000  tons  of  coal  from  the  main 
seam,  while  the  company  has  also  commenced  the 
working  of  another  and  thicker  scam  in  the  same 
area,  from  which  in  all  likelihood  they  will  secure 
as  much  coal  as  has  already  been  taken. 

V 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  it  is  necessary 
to  carry  five  hundred  or  five  hundred  and  fifty 
volts  into  a  mine,  when  not  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  would  answer  the  purpose  in  al¬ 
most  all  cases.  This  question  is  one  certainly 
open  to  legislative  discussion,  that  is,  if  the  lives 
of  men  are  to  be  carefully  safeguarded. 


H.  H.  Heiner. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


The  Interstate  Commerce  Law  as  Amended  by 

the  Hepburn  Ilate  Law. 


(Sections  1-10  were  published  last  week.) 

Section  11.  That  a  commission  is  hereby 
created  and  established  to  I)e  known  as  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commis- 
Creation  of  sion,  whicli  shall  be  composed 
('ommcTcc  Commissioners,  who 

Commission.  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  The  Commis¬ 
sioners  first  appointed  under  this  act  shall 
continue  in  office  for  the  term  of  two,  three, 
four,  five  and  six  years,  respectively,  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1887,  the  term  of 
each  to  be  designated  by  the  President;  but 
their  successors  shall  be  appointed  for  terms 
of  six  years,  except  that  any  person  chosen 
to  fill  a  vacancy  shall  be  appointed  only  for 
the  unexpired  time  of  the  Commissioner 
whom  he  shall  succeed.  Any  Commissioner 
inay  be  removed  by  the  President  for  ineffi¬ 
ciency,  neglect  of  duty,  or  malfeasance  in 
office.  Not  more  than  three  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  shall  be  appointed  from  the  same  po¬ 
litical  party.  No  person  in  the  employ  of  or 
holding  any  official  relation  to  any  common 
carrier  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
or  owning  stock  or  bonds  thereof,  or  who  is 
in  any  manner  pecuniarily  interested  therein, 
shall  enter  upon  the  ditties  of  or  hold  such 
office.  Said  Commissioners  shall  not  engage 
in  any  other  business,  vocation,  or  employ¬ 
ment.  No  vacancy  in  the  Commission  shall 
impair  the  right  of  the  remaining  Commis¬ 
sioners  to  exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  Com¬ 
mission. 

Section  12.  That  the  Commission  hereby 
created  shall  have  authority  to  inquire  into  the 
management  of  the  business  of 
Power  and  duty  all  common  Carriers  subject  to 
of  Connnission  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
management"of  shall  keep  itself  informed  as  to 
carriers’  business,  the  manner  and  method  in 
which  the  same  is  conducted, 
and  shall  have  the  right  to  obtain  from  such 
common  carriers  full  and  complete  informa¬ 
tion  necessary  to  enable  the  Commission  to 
perform  the  duties  and  carry  out  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  created;  and  the  Commis¬ 
sion  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
execute  and  enforce  the  provisions  of  this 
act;  and,  upon  the  request  of  the  Commission, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  dis- 
Duty  of  federal  trict  attorney  of  the  United 
attorneys.  States  to  whom  the  Commis¬ 

sion  may  apply  to  institute  in 
the  proper  court  and  to  prosecute  under  the 
direction  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the 
United  States  all  necessary  proceedings  for  the 
enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
for  the  punishment  of  all  violations  thereof, 
and  the  costs  and  expenses  of  such  prosecu¬ 
tion  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  expenses  of  the  courts  of 
Power  of  the  United  States;  and  for  the 

subp(Ena.'°"  °  pprppses  of  this  act  the  Com¬ 
mission  shall  have  power  to  re¬ 
quire,  by  subpoena,  the  attendance  and  testi¬ 
mony  of  witnesses  and  the  production  of  all 
books,  papers,  tariffs,  contracts,  agreements, 
and  documents  relating  to  any  matter  under 
investigation. 

Such  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  such  documentary  evidence,  may 
be  required  from  any  place  in  the  United 
States,  at  any  designated  place 
Courts  to  aid  of  hearing.  And  in  case  of  dis- 
?ecuring*'°testi"  obedience  to  a  subpoena  the 
mony.  Commission,  or  any  party  to  a 

proceeding  before  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  may  invoke  the  aid  of  any  court  of  the 
United  States  in  requiring  the  attendance  and 
testimony  of  witnesses  and  the  production  of 
books,  papers,  and  documents  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  section. 

And  any  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  within  the  jurisdiction  of  which  such 


Original  law  in  roman;  Hepburn  law  in  bold  face. 

inquiry  is  carried  on  may,  in 
Refusal  to  obey  case  of  contumacy  or  refusal 
futer"contcmpr  1°  o'^^y  a  subpama  issued  to 

of  court.  any  common  earner  subject  to 

the  provisions  of  this  act,  or 
other  person,  issue  an  order  requiring  such 
common  carrier  or  other  person  to  appear 
before  said  Commission  (and  produce  books 
and  papers  if  so  ordered)  and  give  evidence 
touching  the  matter  in  question;  and  any 
failure  to  obey  such  order  of  the 
Tendency  of  court  may  be  punished  by  such 
evidence  to  in-  court  as  a  Contempt  thereof. 
nesT'shall  iTot'ex-The  claim  that  any  such  testi- 
cuse  from  mony  or  evidence  may  tend  to 

testifying.  criminate  the  person  giving 

such  evidence  shall  not  excuse 
such  witness  from  testifying;  but  such  evi¬ 
dence  or  testimony  shall  not  be  used  against 
such  person  on  the  trial  of  any  criminal  pro¬ 
ceeding. 

The  testimony  of  any  witness  may  be  taken, 
at  the  instance  of  a  party  in  any  proceeding  or 
investigation  depending  before  the  Commis- 
sion,  by  deposition,  at  any  time 
deposTtion.  ^  after  a  cause  or  proceeding  is  at 
issue  on  petition  and  answer. 
The  Commission  may  also  order  testimoriy 
to  be  taken  by  deposition  in  any  proceeding 
or  investigation  pending  before  it,  at  any  stage 
of  such  proceeding  or  investigation.  Such 
depositions  may  be  taken  before  any  judge 
of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
commissioner  of  a  circuit,  or  any  clerk  of  a 
district  or  circuit  court,  or  any  chancellor, 
justice,  or  judge  of  a  supreme  or  superior 
court,  mayor,  or  chief  magistrate  of  a  city, 
judge  of  a  county  court,  or  court  of  common 
pleas  of  any  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
notary  public,  not  being  of  counsel  or  attorney 
to  either  of  the  parties,  nor  interested  in  the 
event  of  the  proceeding  or  investigation. 
Reasonable  notice  must  first  be  given  in  writ¬ 
ing  by  the  party  or  his  attorney 
Opposite  party  proposing  to  take  such  deposi- 

X intention”to  Opposite  party  or  his 

take  depositions,  attorney  of  record,  as  either 
may  be  nearest,  which  notice 
shall  state  the  name  of  the  witness  and  the 
time  and  place  of  the  taking  of  his  deposition. 
Any  person  may  be  compelled  to  appear  and 
depose,  and  to  produce  documentary  evidence, 
in  the  same  manner  as  witnesses  may  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  appear  and  testify  and  produce  docu¬ 
mentary  evidence  before  the  Commission  as 
hereinbefore  provided. 

Every  person  deposing  as  herein  provided 
shall  be  cautioned  and  sworn  (or  affirm,  if 
r  .  lie  so  request)  to  testify  the 
deDosfuo°ns  ^  whole  truth,  and  shall  be  care¬ 
fully  examined.  His  testimony 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  the  magistrate 
taking  the  deposition,  or  under  his  direction, 
and  shall,  after  it  has  been  reduced  to  writing, 
be  subscribed  by  the  deponent. 

If  a  witness  whose  testimony  may  be  de¬ 
sired  to  be  taken  by  deposition 
Taking  deposi-  be  in  a  foreign  country,  the  de- 
countries.  position  may  be  taken  before  an 

officer  or  person  designated  by 
the  Commission,  or  agreed  upon  by  the  parties 
by  stipulation  in  writing  to  be  filed  with  the 
Commission.  All  depositions  must  be  prompt¬ 
ly  filed  with  the  Commission. 

Witnesses  whose  depositions  are  taken  pur- 
„  ,  .  suant  to  this  act,  and  the  magis- 

Tiid  m°agTstrTtes!"  ^rate  or  other  officer  taking  the 
same,  shall  severally  be  entitled 
to  the  same  fees  as  are  paid  for  like  services 
in  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

Section  13.  That  any  person,  firm,  corpora¬ 
tion,  or  association,  or  any  mercantile,  agri¬ 
cultural,  or  manufacturing  so- 
Complaints  to  ciety  or  any  body  politic  or 
How^made!  municipal  organization  com¬ 
plaining  of  anything  done  or 
omitted  to  be  done  by  any  common  carrier 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  in  con- 


Service  on 
carriers. 


travention  of  the  provisions  thereof,  may  apply 
to  said  Commission  by  petition,  which  shall 
brieriy  state  the  facts;  whereupon  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  charges  thus  made 
shall  be  forwarded  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  to  such  common  car¬ 
rier,  who  shall  be  called  upon  to  satisfy  the 
complaint  or  to  answer  the  same  in  writing 
within  a  reasonable  time,  to  be  specified  by 
the  Commission.  If  such  common  carrier, 

within  the  time  specified,  shall  make  repara¬ 
tion  for  the  injury  alleged  to  have  been  done, 
said  carrier  shall  be  relieved  of 
Reparation  liability  to  the  complainant  only 

ioT  the  particular  violation  of 
law  thus  complained  of.  If  such 
carrier  shall  not  satisfy  the  complaint  within 
the  time  specified,  or  there  shall  appear  to 
be  any  reasonable  ground  for  investigating 
said  complaint,  it  shall  be  the 
Commission  to  in¬ 
vestigate  the  matters  com¬ 
plained  of  in  such  manner  and  by  such  means 
as  it  shall  deem  proper. 

Said  Commission  shall  in  like  manner  in¬ 
vestigate  any  complaint  for- 
Complaints  by  warded  by  the  railroad  commis- 

Commislions?  ^ioner  or  railroad  commission 
of  any  state  or  territory,  at  the 
request  of  such  commissioner  or  commission, 
and  may  institute  any  inquiry  on  its  own 
motion  in  the  same  manner  and 
Inquiries  on  to  the  Same  effect  as  though 

nwn complaint  had  been  made. 

No  complaint  shall  at  any 
time  be  dismissed  because  of  the  absence  of 
direct  damage  to  the  complainant. 

Section  14.  That  whenever  an  investigation 

shall  be  made  by  said  Commission,  it  shall 
be  its  duty  to  make  a  report  in  writing  in 
respect  thereto,  which  shall 
Reports  and  state  the  conclusions  of  the 
&°ssion''  Commission,  together  with  its 

required.  decision.  Order,  or  requirement 

in  the  premises;  and  in  case 
damages  are  awarded  such  report  shall  include 
the  findings  of  fact  on  which  the  award  is 
made. 

All  reports  of  investigations  made  by  the 
Commission  shall  be  entered  of  record,  and  a 
copy  thereof  shall  be  furnished  to  the  party 
who  may  have  complained,  and  to  any  com¬ 
mon  carrier  that  may  have  been  complained  of. 

The  Commission  may  provide  for  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  its  reports  and  decisions  in  such 
form  and  manner  as  may  be  best  adapted  for 
public  information  and  use,  and 
Publication  of  such  authorized  publications 
deciSons?"'^  shall  be  competent  evidence  of 
the  reports  and  decisions  of  the 
Commission  therein  contained  in  all  courts  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  several  states 
without  any  further  proof  or  authentication 
thereof.  The  Commission  may  also  cause  to 
be  printed  for  early  distribution  its  annual  re¬ 
ports. 

Section  15.  That  the  Commission  is  author¬ 
ized  and  empowered,  and  it  shall  be  its  duty 
whenever,  after  full  hearing 
Commission’s  upon  a  Complaint  made  as  pro¬ 
maximum  rites,  vided  in  section  thirteen  of  this 
Act,  or  upon  complaint  of  any 
common  carrier,  it  shall  be  of  the  opinion 
that  any  of  the  rates,  or  charges  whatsoever, 
demanded,  charged,  or  collected  by  any  com¬ 
mon  carrier  or  carriers,  subject  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act,  for  the  transportation  of 
persons  or  property  as  defined  in  the  first  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  Act,  or  that  any  regulations  or 
practices  whatsoever  of  such  carrier  or  car¬ 
riers  affecting  such  rates  are  unjust  or  un¬ 
reasonable,  or  unjustly  discriminatory,  or  un¬ 
duly  preferential  or  prejudicial,  or  otherwise 
in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  to  determine  and  prescribe  what  will  be 
the  just  and  reasonable  rate  or  rates,  charge 
or  charges,  to  be  thereafter  observed  in  such 
case  as  the  maximum  to  be  charged;  and  what 
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regulation  or  practice  in  respect  to  such  trans¬ 
portation  is  just,  fair,  and  reasonable  to  be 
thereafter  followed;  and  to  make  an  order  that 
the  carrier  shall  cease  and  desist  from  such 
violation,  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Com¬ 
mission  find  the  same  to  exist,  and  shall  not 
thereafter  publish,  demand,  or  collect  any  rate 
or  charge  for  such  transportation  in  excess 
of  the  maximum  rate  or  charge  so  prescribed, 
and  shall  conform  to  the  regulation  or  prac¬ 
tice  so  prescribed.  All  orders  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  except  orders  for  the  pay- 
Order  of  Com-  ment  of  money,  shall  take  ef- 
mission  effective  feet  within  such  reasonable  time, 
after  thirty  days  ^  j  than  thirty  days,  and 

two  years.  Snail  continue  in  force  for  such 

period  of  time,  not  exceeding 
two  years,  as  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  order 
of  the  Commission,  unless  the  same  shall  be 
suspended  or  modified  or  set  aside  by  the 
Commission  or  be  suspended  or  set  aside  by  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  Whenever 
the  carrier  or  carriers,  in  obedience  to  such 
order  of  the  Commission  or 
When  Comniis-  otherwise,  in  respect  to  joint 
Sion  may  fix  rates,  fares,  or  charges,  shall 

rates.  fun  to  agree  among  themselves 

upon  the  apportionment  or  di¬ 
vision  thereof,  the  Commission  may  after 
hearing  make  a  supplemental  order  prescrib¬ 
ing  the  just  and  reasonable  proportion  of  such 
joint  rate  to  be  received  by  each  carrier  party 
therto,  which  order  shall  take  effect  as  a  part 
of  the  original  order. 

The  Commission  may  also,  after  hearing  on  a 
complaint,  establish  through  routes  and  joint 
rates  as  the  maximum  to  be 
Establishment  of  charged  and  prescribe  the  divi- 
through  routes  j  q£  guch  rates  as  hereinbe- 

by  Commission,  fore  provided,  and  the  terms  and 
conditions  under  which  such 
through  routes  shall  be  operated,  when  that 
may  be  necessary  to  give  effect  to  any  pro¬ 
vision  of  this  Act,  and  the  carriers  complained 
of  have  refused  or  neglected  to  voluntarily 
establish  such  through  routes  and  joint  rates, 
provided  no  reasonable  or  satisfactory  through 
route  exists,  and  this  provision  shall  apply 
when  one  of  the  connecting  carriers  is  a  water 
line. 

If  the  owner  of  property  transported  under 
this  Act  directly  or  indirectly  renders  any  ser¬ 
vice  connected  with  such  transportation,  or 
furnishes  any  instrumentality 
Regulation  by  used  therein,  the  charge  and  al- 
aii^ances"to^  lowance  therefor  shall  be  no 
shippers.  more  than  is  just  and  reason¬ 

able,  and  the  Commission  may, 
after  hearing  on  a  complaint,  determine  what 
is  a  reasonable  charge  as  the  maximum  to  be 
paid  by  the  carrier  or  carriers  for  the  service 
so  rendered  or  for  the  use  of  the  instrumen¬ 
tality  so  furnished,  and  fix  the  same  by  appro¬ 
priate  order,  which  order  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  and  be  in  force  in  like  manner 
as  the  orders  above  provided  for  in  this  section. 

The  foregoing  enumeration  of  powers  shall 
not  exclude  any  power  which 
^f’e^mSTon.  the  Commission  would  other¬ 
wise  have  in  the  making  of  an 
order  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

Section  16.  That  if,  after  hearing  on  a 
complaint  made  as  provided  in  section  thir¬ 
teen  of  this  Act,  the  Commission  shall  deter¬ 
mine  that  any  party  complainant 
Award  of  dam-  is  entitled  to  an  av^ard  of  dam- 
ComniiLion.  ages  Under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  for  a  violation  thereof, 
the  Commission  shall  make  an  order  direct¬ 
ing  the  carrier  to  pay  to  the  complainant  the 
sum  to  which  he  is  entitled  on  or  before  a  day 
named. 

If  a  carrier  does  not  comply  with  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  money  within  the  time 
limit  in  such  order,  the  complainant,  or  any 
person  for  whose  benefit  such 
Collection  of  order  was  made,  may  file  in  the 
awarfed  Circuit  court  of  the  United 

States  for  the  district  in  which 
he  resides  or  in  which  is  located  the  principal 
operating  office  of  the  carrier,  or  through 
which  the  road  of  the  carrier  runs,  a  petition 
setting  forth  briefly  the  causes  for  which  he 
claims  damages,  and  the  order  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  in  the  premises.  Such  suit  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  in  all  respects  like  other  civil  suits  for 
damages,  except  that  on  the  trial  of  such  suit 
the  findings  and  order  of  the  Commission 


shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  facts  there¬ 
in  stated,  and  except  that  the  petitioner  shall 
not  be  liable  for  costs  in  the  circuit  court  nor 
for  costs  at  any  subsequent  stage  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  unless  they  accrue  upon  his  appeal. 
If  the  petitioner  shall  finally  prevail  he  shall 
be  allowed  a  reasonable  attorney’s  fee,  to  be 
taxed  and  collected  as  a  part  of  the  costs  of  the 
suit.  All  complaints  for  the  recovery  of  dam¬ 
ages  shall  be  filed  with  the  Commission  with¬ 
in  two  years  from  the  time  the  cause  of  action 
accrues,  and  not  after,  and  a  petition  for  the 
enforcement  of  an  order  for  the  payment  of 
money  shall  be  filed  in  the  circuit  court  within 
one  year  from  the  date  of  the  order,  and  not 
after;  Provided,  That  claims  accrued  prior  to 
the  passage  of  this  Act  may  be  presented  with¬ 
in  one  year. 

In  such  suits  all  parties  in  whose  favor  the 
Commission  may  have  made  an  award  for 
damages  by  a  single  order  may  be  joined  as 
.  plaintiffs,  and  all  of  the  carriers 

cXctin’g^awards.Parties  to  such  order  awarding 

such  damages  may  be  joined  as 
defendants,  and  such  suit  may  be  maintained 
by  such  joint  plaintiffs  and  against  such  joint 
defendants  in  any  district  where  any  one  of 
such  joint  plaintiffs  could  maintain  such  suit 
against  any  one  of  such  joint  defendants;  and 
service  of  process  against  any  one  of  such 
defendants  as  may  not  be  found  in  the  dis¬ 
trict  where  the  suit  is  brought  may  be  made 
in  any  district  where  such  defendant  carrier 
has  its  principal  operating  office.  In  case  of 
such  joint  suit  the  recovery,  if  any,  may  be 
by  judgment  in  favor  of  any  one  of  such  plain¬ 
tiffs,  against  the  defendant  found  to  be  liable 
to  such  plaintiff. 

Every  order  of  the  Commission  shall  be 
forthwith  served  by  mailing  to 
ser^ic'”^  principal  officers 

or  agents  of  the  carrier  at  his 
usual  place  of  business  a  copy  thereof;  and 
the  registry  mail  receipt  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  receipt  of  such  order  by  the 
carrier  in  due  course  of  mail. 

The  Commission  shall  be  authorized  to  sus- 
„  .  .  pend  or  modify  its  orders  upon 

mo'di'fy^^orders^^  notice  and  in  such  manner 

as  it  shall  deem  proper. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  common  car¬ 
rier,  its  agents  and  employes  to  observe  and 
comply  with  such  orders  so  long 
Orders  of  Com-  as  the  Same  shall  remain  in  ef- 
mission  must  be  feet. 

for^nom?om“'‘^  'Any  carrier,  any  officer,  repre- 
piiance.  sentative,  or  agent  of  a  carrier, 

or  any  receiver,  trustee,  lessee, 
or  agent  of  either  of  them,  who  knowingly 
fails  or  neglects  to  obey  any  order  made  under 
the  provisions  of  section  fifteen  of  this  Act. 
shall  forfeit  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars  for  each  offense.  Every 
dist'nct  violation  shall  be  a  separate  offense, 
and  in  case  of  a  continuing  violation  each  day 
shall  be  deemed  a  separate  offense. 

The  forfeiture  provided  for  in  this  Act  shall 
be  payable  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  shall  be  recoverable  in  a  civil  suit 
in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  brought  in 
the  district  where  the  carrier  has  its  principal 
operating  office,  or  in  any  district  through 
which  the  road  of  the  carrier  runs. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  various  district 
attorneys,  under  the  direction  of  the  Attorney- 
General  of  the  United  States,  to 
District  attor-  prosecute  for  the  recovery  of 
neys  must  prose-  forfeitures.  The  costs  and  ex- 
ery^of”"^  recov-  peases  of  such  prosecution  shall 
forfeitures.  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  The  Commission  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Attorney-General,  em¬ 
ploy  special  counsel  in  any  proceeding  under 
this  Act,  paying  the  expenses  of  such  employ¬ 
ment  out  of  its  own  appropriation. 

If  any  carrier  fails  or  neglects  to  obey  any 
order  of  the  Commission,  other  than  for  the 
payment  of  money,  while  the 
Applications  to  same  is  in  effect,  any  party  in¬ 
courts  for  en-  jured  thereby,  or  the  Commis- 
Corn'i^Jilsion's  sion  in  its  own  name,  may  apply 
orders.  to  the  circuit  court  m  the  dis¬ 

trict  where  such  carrier  has  its 
principal  operating  office,  or  in  which  the  vio¬ 
lation  or  disobedience  of  such  order  shall 
happen,  for  an  enforcement  of  such  order. 


Such  application  shall  be  by  petition,  which 
shall  state  the  substance  of  the  order  and  the 
respect  in  which  the  carrier  has  failed  of 
obedience,  and  shall  be  served  upon  the  carrier 
in  such  manner  as  the  court  may  direct,  and 
the  court  shall  prosecute  such  inquiries  and 
make  such  investigations,  through  such  means 
as  it  shall  deem  needful  in  the  ascertainment  of 
the  facts  at  issue  or  which  may  arise  upon  the 
hearing  of  such  petition.  If,  upon  such  hear¬ 
ing  as  the  court  may  determine  to  be  neces¬ 
sary,  it  appears  that  the  order  was  regularly 
made  and  duly  served,  and  that  the  carrier  is 
in  disobedience  of  the  same,  the  court  shall 
enforce  obedience  to  such  order  by  a  writ  of 
injunction,  or  other  proper  process,  manda¬ 
tory  or  otherwise,  to  restrain  such  carrier,  its 
officers,  agents,  or  representatives,  from  fur¬ 
ther  disobedience  of  such  order,  or  to  enjoin 
upon  it,  or  them,  obedience  to  the  same;  and 
in  the  enforcement  of  such  process  the  court 
shall  have  those  powers  ordinarily  exercised 
by  it  in  compelling  obedience  to  its  writs  of 
injunction  and  mandamus. 

From  any  action  upon  such  petition  an  ap¬ 
peal  shall  lie  by  either  party  to 
sipremc‘’^ou'rt.*°  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  m  such  court  the 
case  shall  have  priority  in  hearing  and  deter¬ 
mination  over  all  other  causes  except  criminal 
causes,  but  such  appeal  shall  not  vacate  or 
suspend  the  order  appealed  from. 

The  venue  of  suits  brought  in  any  of  the  cir¬ 
cuit  courts  of  the  United  States  against  the 
Commission  to  enjoin,  set  aside,  annul,  or 
suspend  any  order  or  require- 
Venuc  of  suits  ment  of  the  Commission  shall 
Commission.  h®  in  the  district  where  the  car¬ 
rier  against  whom  such  order 
or  requirement  may  have  been  made  has  its 
principal  operating  office,  and  may  be  brought 
at  any  time  after  such  order  is  promulgated. 
And  if  the  order  or  requirement  has  been 
made  against  two  or  more  carriers  then  in  the 
district  where  any  one  of  said  carriers  has  its 
principal  operating  office,  and  if  the  carrier 
has  its  principal  operating  office  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia  then  the  venue  shall  be  in 
the  district  where  said  carrier  has  its  principal 
office;  and  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine 
such  suits  is  hereby  vested  in  such  courts. 
The  provisions  of  “An-  Act  to  expedite  the 
hearing  and  determination  of  suits  in  equity, 
and  so  forth,”  approved  Febru- 
oWoTrppnrs.  ary  eleventh,  1903,  shall  be  and 
are  hereby,  made  applicable  to 
all  such  suits,  including  the  hearing  on  an 
application  for  a  preliminary  injunction,  and 
are  also  made  applicable  to  any  proceeding 
in  equity  to  enforce  any  order  or  require¬ 
ment  of  the  Commission,  or  any  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  Act  to  regulate  commerce  ap¬ 
proved  February  fourth,  1887,  and  all  Acts 
amendatory  thereof  or  supplemental  thereto. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney-General 
in  every  such  case  to  file  the  certificate  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  said  expediting  act  of  February 
eleventh,  1903,  as  necessary  to  the  application 
of  the  provisions  thereof,  and  upon  appeal  as 
therein  authorized  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  case  shall  have  in  such 
court  priority  in  hearing  and  determination 
over  all  other  causes  except  criminal  causes: 
Provided,  That  no  injunction,  interlocutory 
order  or  decree  suspending  or  restraining  the 
enforcement  of  an  order  of  the 
Restraint  of  Commission  shall  be  granted  ex- 
in°urtion."  cept  on  hearing  after  not  less 
than  five  days’  notice  to  the 
Commission.  An  appeal  may  be  taken  from 
any  interlocutory  order  or  decree  granting  or 
continuing  an  injunction  in  any  suit,  but  shall 
lie  only  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States:  Provided,  further.  That  the  appeal  must 
be  taken  within  thirty  days  from  the  entry 
of  such  order  or  decree  and  it  shall  take  prece¬ 
dence  in  the  appellate  court  over  all  other 
causes,  except  causes  of  like  character  and 
criminal  causes. 

(To  be  concluded  next  week.) 


Your  notice  of  my  subscription  expiring  at 
hand  and  I  herewith  enclose  Chicago  exchange 
for  $3.00  in  renewal  of  same.  I  could  not  fill 
my  position  in  the  community  without  it  as  a 
dealer  in  fuel. — E.  W.  Dixon,  Davenport,  Iowa 
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F.  H.  Benedict.  Cincinnati  Skout 


F.  II.  Hciiedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
riiacker  Co.,  Cincinnati,  haS  been  made  skout 
for  southern  Ohio  in  the  Order  Kokoal. 

Air.  Benedict  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
coal  men  in  the  countr)’,  having  traveled  in  all 
the  territory  from  Massachusetts  to  Georgia, 
as  far  west  as  Omaha,  and  north  to  the  Dakotas. 
He  is.  therefore,  known  personally  by  thou¬ 
sands  of  coal  dealers  throughout  the  country, 
and  his  connection  with  the  new  Order  Kokoal 
is  only  an  incident  in  his  popularity. 

Mr.  Benedict  began  his  career  in  the  coal 
business  in  1894,  in  the  office  of  the  Falling 
Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  New  York.  He  left 
this  office  employment  to  become  superintendent 
of  the  company’s  mines  on  Elk  river.  West 
Virginia,  after  which  he  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  became  well  known  as  chief  clerk  in  the 
office  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  lie  lived 
in  Chicago  six  years. 

Goes  With  the  Thacker  Company. 

He  was  transferred  to  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  and  resigned  his 
position  to  become  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Company,  in  February,  1905,  and  he  still 
retains  this  position,  which  is  one  of  the  most 
responsible,  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  paying  ones 
in  the  coal  business  of  Cincinnati.  The  Thacker 
Co.  is  the  sales  company  for  the  Thacker  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Thacker,  W.  Va.,  a  concern  which 
operates  eight  mines  in  the  Thacker  district, 
with  a  yearly  capacity  of  over  six  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  tons.  Mr.  Benedict  has  done  a  great  deal 
toward  bringing  the  public  to  believe  that  there 
are  few  if  any  fuels  like  “Genuine  Thacker,” 
emphasizing  the  “genuine”  all  the  time. 


Jt  is  needless  to  say  that  Mr.  Benedict  has 
made  many  friends  in  Cinchinati,  where  he  is 
now  one  of  the  big  guns  in  the  coal  business. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Business  Alen’s  Club,  as 
well  as  other  prominent  organizations,  and  he 


F.  H.  Benedict. 

is  a  wideawake,  public  spirited  citizen  as  well 
as  a  past  master  in  everything  that  pertains 
to  coal. 


Lefs  Start  the  Ball  Rolling. 


There’s  a  long,  cold  whiter  and  good  times 
coming,  so  forget  all  about  the  summer  prices 
and  car  shortage  and  hie  yourself  hither  to 
the  first  Kokoal  koruskation  of  the  season  to 
be  held  Friday  evening.  September  twenty- 
eighth,  1906,  in  Room  411,  Masonic  Temple, 
Chicago. 

The  mystic  ceremonies  will  begin  as  usual 
at  7:11:44  p.  m.,  and  a  genuine  good  time  will 
be  had.  The  Kokoal  mine  mule  is  feeling 
frisky  after  his  long  rest  and  some  of  the  can¬ 
didates  will  surely  get  theirs.  In  addition  to 
the  fun  there’ll  be  plenty  to  eat  as  well  as  some 
enjoyable  vaudeville  stunts. 

Don’t  miss  it,  as  we  are  anxious  to  make  it  a 
record  breaker. 

Bring  a  Candidate  with  You. 

There’s  plenty  of  eligible  timber  that  ought 
to  have  an  O.  K.  pin.  Let  everybody  make  a 
special  effort  to  round  up  at  least  one  or  two 
candidates. 

On  November  eleventh  the  initiation  fee  is  to 
be  raised  to  $7.11;  but  in  the  meantime  you 
can  get  your  friends  in  at  the  low  price  of 
$4.11  for  the  initiation  fee  and  $1.17  for  the 
yearly  dues.  This  includes  the  pin  and  all  ex¬ 
penses.  It  should  be  a  strong  argument  to 
get  together  a  large  class  for  September  twenty- 
eighth.  Come  on  and  lift. 


If  you  haven’t  enough  application  blanks,  tele- 
pho.ne  the  pictor,  Harrison  588. 

Alfred  O.  Tandy, 
Modoc. 
Arthur  M.  Hull, 
Pictor. 


German  Coal  Supply. 

A  report  from  William  F.  Wright,  consul- 
general  at  Munich,  says  that  the  coal  supply  from 
German  mines  for  the  large  industrial  cities  of 
Germany  in  the  first  half  of  1906  showed  that 
it  was  not  equal  to  the  demand. 

'file  supply  increased  eight  per  cent  from  1905 
to  1906  and  twelve  per  cent  from  1904  to  1905, 
although  in  the  last-named  year  the  trade  was 
retarded  for  two  months  by  a  strike.  The  causes 
given  for  the  short  supply  this  year  are  lack  of 
labor  and  cars  to  mine  and  transport  the  coal. 
This  lessened  increase  in  the  supply  is  certainly 
not  caused  by  a  lesser  demand,  as  all  branches 
of  industry  have  shown  great  progress  in  the  first 
half  of  the  current  year.  The  twenty  largest 
industrial  cities  in  Germany  used  8,100,827  tons 
of  hard  coal  in  the  first  half  of  1906,  7,429,778 
tons  in  the  same  period  of  1905,  and  6,618,984 
tons  in  the  first  six  months  of  1904,  showing  an 
increase  of  671,049  tons,  or  8  per  cent,  in  the 
current  year,  and  of  810,794  tons,  or  twelve  per 
cent,  last  year.  The  supply  in  the  first  quarter 


of  the  present  year  was  even  smaller  in  quan¬ 
tity  than  in  the  same  time  of  last  year,  which, 
however,  may  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  most 
consumers  and  speculators  laid  in  large  stocks 
last  year  against  the  threatened  strike.  The 
supply  of  Berlin  was  the  least  satisfactory  of  all. 
as  the  table  below  will  show,  the  increase  of 
1905  over  1904  being  far  greater  than  that  of 
the  present  half  year  over  1905.  The  supply 
to  the  largest  industrial  cities  in  Germany  for 
the  first  six  months  of  the  last  three  years  was : 


1004.  190.0.  1900. 

lierlin  . 1,9.)5.0«9  2,114,041  2,541,704 

l.i-ipzic  .  liS0,8.58  7.18,159  900,190 

Cologne  .  703,890  720,884  770,76.1 

IJrcsden  .  493,202  494.254  530,668 

I'raiilcfort  .  346,4.51  392,602  424,774 

•MaKtieburg  .  289,687  323,716  345,404 

.Munich  .  343,162  304,691  340,606 

Altona  .  125,164  292,580  270,746 

liarinen  .  232,219  246,568  266,391 

•Nuremberg  .  161,752  194,353  202,135 

Halle  .  122,297  168,646  177,068 


Frankfort  and  Leipzic  show  a  large  increase, 
the  former  amounting  to  forty-five  per  cent, 
although  last  year  the  supply  had  decreased. 
Cologne  and  Stuttgart  also  show  increases. 
Munich,  however,  shows  a  decrease. 


Fuel  Saving  by  Suction  Engines. 

The  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
issues  the  following  upon  gas  coal  economy,  as 
a  great  saver  of  fuel  when  operated  by  suc¬ 
tion  engines:  “The  power  efficiency'  of  cer¬ 
tain  soft  coals  when  used  in  the  gas  pro¬ 
ducer  plant  is  two  and  one-half  times  greater 
than  when  used  in  an  firdinary  steam  boiler 
plant.  This  is  shown  by  geological  survey 
tests,  which  also  develops  that  the  softest 
grades  of  bituminous  coal  and  lignite  are  equal 
in  power  production  with  the  best  grades,  even 
surpassing  anthracite  for  some  purposes.  The 
peat  of  New  England  may  also  be  utilized  in 
the  gas  producer  plant  and  save  the  factories 
there  one-third  of  the  $50,000,000  annual  coal  bill 
for  manufacturing  purposes.  Authorities  in  the 
geological  survey  claim  that  the  use  of  producer 
gas  would  add  hundreds  of  years  to  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  the  American  coal  reserve.  Suction  gas 
is  a  mixture  of  water  gas  (H)  and  carbonmon- 
oxide  (CO),  the  former  being  produced  by  de¬ 
composition  of  overheated  steam  (HjO)  into 
hydrogen  (H)  and  oxygen  (O),  the  latter  be¬ 
ing  generated  by  the  combustion  of  coal  (C) 
under  a  lack  of  air.  This  mixture  is  sucked 
through  the  apparatus  by  the  gas  engine  during 
the  loading  stroke.  Mr.  Dowson  was  the  first 
to  bring  out  this  mixture  of  producer  gas.  Fur¬ 
ther  experiments  in  Belgium  under  a  brake  test 
with  an  inferior  quality  of  coke,  containing 
about  twenty  per  cent  of  moisture  and  ash, 
showed  a  consumption  of  fuel  of  only  one  and 
one-quarter  pounds  per  boiler  horsepower  per 
hour.  Now  some  300,000  horsepower  are  worked 
with  suction  gas  in  all  parts  of  the  world.” 


Analysis  of  Texas  Brown  Coals. 


Composition  of  coals  dried  at  105  degrees 

C.  to 

a  constant  weight : 

o 

C 

C 

*u 

o 

u 

C  • 
cs  S 
o 

r-  ^ 

s  ® 

u 

atcr  in  frcshl; 
mined  coal. 

U 

u 

•x. 

1.  Howie  . 

.  .  .59.84 

3.10 

26.97 

1.00 

9.10 

10.67 

2.  Wood  . 

. .  .56.33 

4.29 

24.13 

.84 

14.39 

10.85 

3.  Gregpr  . . 

. .  .60.79 

4.96 

23.68 

.88 

9.27 

12.00 

4.  Harrison 

.  .  .66.32 

3.95 

21.56 

2.20 

8.97 

13.35 

5.  Morris  .... 

.  .  .59.87 

4.70 

24.35 

2.42 

8.66 

8.53 

C.  Rains  . 

.  .  .57.04 

4.01 

24.48 

1.11 

13.35 

7.  Rains  . 

...59.32 

2.80 

20.27 

.98 

16.63 

8.  Smith  . 

. .  .57.40 

3.60 

23.31 

.95 

14.74 

9.83 

9.  Anderson  .. 

.  .  .53.06 

4.00 

24.12 

1.02 

17.74 

10.  Rusk*  . 

.  .  .58.93 

4.20 

22.14 

4.64 

10.09 

16.63 

11.  Cherokee  .. 

. .  .66.67 

3.81 

22.08 

1.64 

5.83 

12.  San  Augustine. 61.12 

3.32 

24.53 

3.39 

7.75 

13.  Leon  . 

.  ..63.60 

4.08 

24.02 

.55 

7.79 

14.  Houston  .... 

...63.09 

3.64 

22.56 

1.03 

9.68 

15.  Lee  . 

.  .  .62.48 

3.21 

20.80 

1.95 

11.56 

16.50 

1().  \Vebb(outcrop)  .59.28 

5.29 

16.98 

.89 

17.56 

17.  Milara  . 

. .  .60.93 

4.12 

22.27 

1.32 

11.36 

IS.  Milam  . 

. .  .62.50 

5.45 

20.84 

.97 

7.54 

17.75 

19.  Milam  . 

...64.50 

5.37 

20.76 

.81 

8.56 

18.25 

20.  Robertson 

. .  .58.16 

4.46 

13.11 

1.50 

12.77 

21.  Robertson 

..  .65.14 

5.29 

19.28 

1.15 

9.21 

16.40 

22.  Medina  . . . . 

.  .60.92 

2.57 

25.34 

1.47 

9.70 

13.25 

In  addition 

to  the 

counties  mentioned  in  the 

analysis  above 

given. 

coal 

is  also 

found  in 

quite 

a  number,  of  other  Texas  counties. 
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Coal  Resources  of  Tennessee. 

The  annual  report  of  R.  A.  ShiHett,  state 
mine  inspector,  for  the  year  1905  shows  that 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  output  and 
value  of  nearly  all  of  the  minerals  produced  in 
Tennessee.  The  report  shows  that  the  mineral 
industries  of  the  state  have  prospered  as  .never 
before,  and  while  the  average  wages  paid  lo  the 
miners  is  not  as  high  as  it  is  in  some  states,  it 
is  better  than  it  has  been  in  former  years,  'i  liere 
were  few  strikes  and  lockouts,  and  the  anrount 
of  product  and  the  value  thereof  lost  during  the 
year  on  this  account  is  insignificant  as  compared 
with  the  total  for  the  state. 

On  December  thirty-first  last  year  there  were 
205  coal  mines  in  Tennessee,  of  which  number 
118  were  in  active  operation.  The  total  coal 
production  of  the  state  for  the  year  was  5,552,- 
576  short  tons,  as  compared  with  4,800,000  short 
tons  for  the  previous  year.  The  total  value  of 
the  coal  product  of  the  state  was  $6,496,805  at 
the  mines.  This  is  a  net  increase  of  $879,770 
as  compared  with  1904.  As  compared  with  the 
report  of  five  years  before  this  is  an  increase 
of  $1,300,000.  Since  1900  the  coal  output  of 
the  state  has  increased  by  over  1,500,000  tons, 
an  average  annual  increase  of  300,000  short  tons. 

The  average  value  of  the  coal  per  ton  at  the 
mines  last  year  was  $1.17,  as  compared  with  an 
average  value  per  ton  six  years  ago  of  $1.10, 
an  increase  of  seven  cents.  The  average  number 
of  days’  work  in  the  coal  mines  last  year  was  217. 
On  the  inside  there  were  1,046  draft  animals 
used  in  the  mines  and  248  were  used  on  the 
outside  of  the  mines.  The  coal  production  in 
short  tons  by  districts  was  as  follows :  First 
district,  1,320,094 ;  Second  district,  1,400,740 ; 
Third  district,  2,831,142. 

Average  Wages  Paid. 

During  the  year  604,879  tons  of  coal  were 
mined  with  machines,  and  there  were  103  pick 
machines  in  use.  Fourteen  mining  firms  used 
the  machines.  The  total  value  of  improvements 
in  the  coal  mines  for  the  year  was  $306,297. 
The  average  number  of  employes  used  in  and 
around  the  mines  for  the  year  was  10,517,  and 
the  average  wages  paid  the  ininers  was  $1.88 
per  day.  The  total  wages  paid  was  $4,293,524. 
During  the  year  there  were  twenty-nine  fatal 
accidents  as  a  result  of  which  thirty  children 
were  rendered  fatherless  and  thirteen  widows 
were  made. 

In  strikes  and  suspensions  there  were  4,470 
days’  work  lost  and  $8,310  lost  in  wages.  The 
loss  on  this  account  in  coal  product  was  8,318 
short  tons  at  a  value  of  $8,484.  This  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  remarkably  good  showing,  and  tends 
to  show  that  during  the  year  the  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  and  the  operators  were  gener¬ 
ally  satisfactory. 

The  total  value  of  the  coke  production  of  the 
state  for  the  year  was  $1,184,455,  the  average 
value  per  ton  being  $2.52.  The  total  value  is 
less  by  about  two  thousand  dollars  than  that  of 
1900,  but  the  average  price  was  twelve  cents  per 
ton  greater  and  the  profits  to  the  industry  cor¬ 
respondingly  larger.  There  were  sixteen  coke 
establishments,  with  a  total  of  1,506  ovens  in 
blast  during  the  year,  the  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  ovens  being  one  hundred.  There  were 
employed  in  the  coke  ovens  477  persons,  who 
received  in  wages  $161,348.  The  total  value  of 
the  coke  pla.nts  is  placed  at  $674,657,  including 
the  machinery. 


Subterranean  Lake  Caves  in. 

Drilling  machinery  being  used  in  prospecting 
for  coal  along  the  right  of  way  of  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  in  the  vicinity  of  Clealum, 
Wash.,  suddenly  disappeared  from  sight  one 
day  last  week,  when  the  ground,  without  any 
warning,  gave  way.  The  drill,  boiler  and  boiler- 
house  entirely'  disappeared,  while  the  engine,  since 
it  was  resting  on  long  skids,  was  prevented  from 
going  entirely  out  of  sight.  Flalf  an  hour  before 
the  accident  occurred  a  crew  of  men  was  working 
at  the  spot,  and  there  would  have  been  a  number 
of  lives  lost  had  the  ground  sunk  at  that  time. 
'I'he  crew  was  at  dinner  when  the  machinery  dis¬ 
appeared.  A  subterranean  lake,  fed  by  springs,  is 
believed  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  ground 
giving  way. 


George  Greenleaf  Pope. 

Mr.  George  Greenleaf  Pope,  senior  meml)er  of 
the  firm  of  Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.,  died  at  his  late 
residence,  3336  Calumet  avenue,  Chicago,  on 
Thursday,  September  thirteenth.  Mr.  Pope  was 
one  of  the  oldest  coal  men  in  the  city,  the  firm 
of  Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.  having  been  established 
in  1S78.  Mr.  Pope  was  eight>-one  years  of  age, 
and  was  born  in  New  I’edford,  Mass,  lie  was 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  to  California,  reaching 
there  in  1850.  Me  came  to  Chicago  in  1857  and 
established  himself  in  the  wholesale  lamp  and  oil 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Pope  &  Slocum. 
Me  continued  in  this  business  for  a  number  of 
years,  afterwards  engaging  heavily  in  real  estate 
operations.  What  is  now  known  at  the  Atwood 
block  belonged  at  one  time  to  him  under  a  nincty- 
nine-year  lease,  the  fire  .of  1871  destroying  the 
building  which  he  had  erected  on  this  corner, 
together  with  other  property  belonging  to  him. 

In  1877  he  entered  the  employ  of  F.  L.  Med- 
strom  &  Co.,  and  the  firm  of  Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co. 


George  Greenleaf  Pope. 


was  established  the  following  year.  In  1885  his 
son,  Henry  P.  Pope  became  associated  with  the 
firm,  and  he  was  admitted  to  partnership  in 
1889,  the  firm  continuing  business  under  the  same 
name  as  heretofore.  Mr.  Pope  has  been  known 
and  respected,  and  admired  'especially  for  his 
strict  integrity  and  honesty  in  everything  con¬ 
nected  with  his  business  affairs  and  private  life. 
He  leaves  a  daughter  and  three  sons,  all  resi¬ 
dents  of  Chicago. 

The  firm  will  be  conducted  under  the  same 
name  as  heretofore,  Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.,  by  Mr. 
Henry  P.  Pope,  who  has  been  associated  with  the 
firm  since  1885. 

Mine  Machinery  J\[ot  Personal 
Property. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  state  of  Washing¬ 
ton  has  handed  down  a  decision  of  the  most  far- 
reaching  importance,  especially  if  its  ruling  is 
adopted  by  the  courts  of  other  states.  The 
court  holds  that  the  engines  and  practically  all 
other  machinery  and  attachments  connected  with 
the  operation  of  a  coal  mine  are  part  of  the  real 
estate  of  such  mines,  and  are  not  taxable  as  per¬ 
sonal  property,  and  that  their  sale  for  delinquent 
personal  taxes  by  the  county  treasurer  is  null 
and  void. 

These  points  were  decided  in  the  Thurston 
county  case  of  Bartlett  Doe,  respondent,  vs. 
Tenino  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  appellants,  and  Isaac 
Blumauer,  defendant,  in  a  suit  for  damages  and 
for  restitution  of  i)ropertv  taken  from  the  premi¬ 
ses  after  their  sale  by  the  county  treasurer  for 
personal  taxes  delinquent.  'I'he  jury  in  the  lower 
court  gave  judgment  in  favor  of  respondent  for 
$4,130,  and  this  is  reduced  by  the  supreme  court 
to  $398.50  and,  in  addition,  tlie  appellants  are 
awarded  the  costs  of  the  action. 


From  1886  to  1894  the  Northwestern  Coal  & 
Transportation  Co.  owned  and  operated  the 
Bucoda  coal  mines,  the  mines  having  been  closed 
down  since  1894  and  a  receiver  appointed  for  the 
property.  In  1896  or  1897  the  receiver  sold  the 
property  to  the  respondent  herein  for  the  estate 
of  John  S.  Doc,  deceased,  h'rom  1894  to  1903 
the  mines  were  assessed  as  i)crsonal  property  to 
the  Northwestern  Co:il  &  Transportation  Co., 
and  the  taxes  were  jtaid  by  the  rcsi)ondent  or  his 
agent  for  nearly  all  of  that  time.  The  taxes  for 
the  years  lt)02  and  1903,  assessed  as  personal, 
became  dehn(|ucnt,  and  the  county  treasurer  took 
steps  to  collect  them  and  itroceedcd  to  sell  tile 
property  in  accordance  therewith.  .Xt  the  sale 
the  projterty  was  bought  l)y  one  Stanford,  who 
subseciuently  sold  it  to  appellant,  the  Tenino 
Coal  &  Iron  Co. 

On  November  twenty-second,  1<)04.  a|)i)ellant 
removed  some  of  the  prfjperty  from  the  prettiises, 
:md  this  action  was  brought  to  recover  said  ptop- 
erty,  :md  also  to  recover  damages  for  its  wrong¬ 
ful  taking  and  for  injury  caused  the  real  cst.'ite 
by  its  removal.  On  the  trial  the  jury  made  spe¬ 
cial  findings  :is  to  the  value  of  the  machinery 
and  other  property  removed,  lixing  it  at  $4,324.90, 
and  also  awarded  damages  in  the  sum  of  $4,130. 

'I'lic  suitreme  court  holds  that  tlie  proi)crty  in¬ 
volved,  consisting  largely  of  machinery  and  other 
appliances  for  the  operatitm  of  the  mine,  was  part 
of  the  real  esttite  of  the  mine,  .and  shottld  have 
been  assessed  as  such,  and  that  its  sale  for  delin¬ 
quent  personal  pro|)erty  t:ixes  was  null  .and  void. 
'I'he  suitreme  court  therefore  holds  that  respond¬ 
ent  is  not  entitled  to  damages,  and  can  onlv  re¬ 
cover  interest  at  six  per  cent  for  the  detention  of 
the  property  taken  away  and  which  was  ordered 
to  be  returned.  The  value  of  this  property  was 
fixed  by  the  jury  at  $4,324.90,  and  the  court 
allows  inteerst  on  it  for  the  time  it  was  detained 
at  $148.35.  The  cost  of  restoring  the  engines 
and  other  machinery  was  fixed  by  the  jury  at 
$250,  making  a  total"  of  $398.35. 

Plans  of  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission. 

Plans  for  the  investigation  of  railroads  con¬ 
trolling  the  anthracite  traffic  situation  by  the 
Interstate  Commrece  Commission  were  for¬ 
mulated  in  Washington  last  week,  at  a  con¬ 
ference  between  the  members  of  the  commission 
and  William  A.  Glasgow  Jr.,  special  counsel. 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  commission  to  resume  the 
hearings  as  soon  as  possible,  as  it  purposes  sub¬ 
mitting  a  detailed  reijort  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  Agents  of  the  commission  have  been 
in  the  anthracite  region  for  the  last  three  months, 
following  every  clue  which  may  disclose  rela¬ 
tions  between  the  railroads  and  the  larger  oper¬ 
ating  coal  companies,  believed  to  have  been  estab¬ 
lished  for  the  restraint  of  trade.  'I'liese  agents 
of  the  commission  are  working  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  A.  B.  Storrs  and  W.  11.  llartswick,  who 
were  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  expose  the  graft 
in  the  bituminous  region.  Becau.se  of  many  other 
important  matters  requirin'g  his  immediate  at¬ 
tention  Mr.  Glasgow  is  known  to  favor  a  post¬ 
ponement  of  the  hearings  until  the  latter  part 
of  next  month.  Members  of  the  commission  op¬ 
pose  such  a  plan,  as  they  fear  it  will  not  give 
them  sufficient  time  to  go  deep  before  Congress 
gets  under  way.  The  commission  will  be  re:uly 
to  resume  the  hearings  before  October  lifteenth 
if  Air.  Glasgow  and  his  agents  can  eet  read>. 
I'he  anthracite  railroads  are  not  to  be  caugiit 
sleeping,  for  they  have  had  their  agents  at  work- 
several  weeks  compiling  data  which  is  intended 
to  go  a  long  way  toward  ])roving  their  inno¬ 
cence  of  any  violations  of  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  laws  or  the  Sherman  anti-trust  laws.  If 
is  rumored  that  President  Baer,  of  the  Reading, 
will  personally  direct  the  legal  interests  of  the 
roads  composing  the  so-called  anthracite  com¬ 
bination.  Mr.  Glasgow  announced  that  tlie 
greater  part  of  the  anthracite  hearings  would  l)e 
held  in  Philadelphia.  It  is  possible  that  some  of 
them  may  be  called  for  Scranton  and  Wilkes- 
barre,  so  that  a  large  number  of  less  important 
witnesses  can  be  examined  at  small  exiteiise  to 
the  government.  Me  sai<l  that  one  or  two  ^e^- 
sions  might  be  called  in  New  York,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  getting  traffic  and  operating  ofiicer',  of 
the  railroads  h;iving  offices  bi  New  X  ork  before 
the  commission  at  small  cost. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  Yokk,  September  20. 

Nothing  of  interest  has  developed  in  the  New 
York  anthracite  market  during  the  past  week. 
There  has  been  no  material  change  from  the 
conditions  that  existed  a  week  ago  and  none  is 
looked  for  during  the  next  few  days  unless 
the  weather  gets  cooler.  Taken  altogether  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  very  dull.  The  mines  shut  down 
during  the  first  part  of  the  month,  after  filling 
up  the  yards  and  the  storage  places.  Since 
operations  have  been  resumed  the  orders  have 
not  only  been  very  frequent,  but  there  has  been 
an  accumulation.  I'lie  companies  are,  however, 
in  good  shape  to  fill  the  demand  for  the  rest  of 
the  winter  and  it  is  believed  that  but  little  more 
coal  will  find  its  way  to  the  storage  yards. 
From  present  indications  it  will  be  but  a  short 
time  before  there  will  not  only  be  orders  enough 
to  take  care  of  all  the  coal  that  can  be  mined, 
but  there  will  be  so  many  that  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  draw  on  the  stocks.  The  dealers  who 
stocked  up  full  early  in  the  year  have  allowed 
their  stocks  to  run  down  and  very  soon  will  be¬ 
gin  to  refill  their  bins,  preparatory  for  the  middle 
of  winter  rush.  Pea  coal,  as  can  be  expected,  is 
going  in  larger  quantities  to  the  stock  piles. 

Steam  Sizes  in  Demand. 

Outside  of  the  gas  companies  who  still  have 
hand  considerable  broken  coal,  none  of  the 
m  nufacturers  or  consumers  of  the  smaller 
stt.m  sizes  have  hardly  any  quantity  accumu¬ 
lated  and  some  of  the  larger  ones  are  already 
making  every  effort  possible  to  lay  in  sufficient 
coal  for  the  winter.  The  result  is  that  there 
is  a  shortage  of  these  grades  for  furnishing  the 
immediate  requirements  of  the  trade.  Prices  for 
buckwheat,  rice  and  barley  have  stiffened  up  ma- 
teria’ly  as  a  result  and  these  sizes  are  bringing 
on  an  average  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  more 
than  they  were  a  month  ago,  with  the  chances 
that  if  the  demand  continues  they  will  continue 
to  soar.  Inquiry  among  the  trade  showed  that 
all  receipts  are  being  taken  up  as  rapidly  as 
offered. 

Line  trade  in  the  west  and  north  continues 
to  be  active  and  all  the  foreign  cars  that  can 
be  secured  are  being  used  to  carry  the  coal  from 
the  mines  to  its  destination.  In  the  east  the 
demand  along  the  line  has  not  picked  up  so 
rapidly,  but  a  sign  of  improvement  can  be  noted. 

Shipments  from  the  lower  ports  have  not  been 


quite  as  heavy  as  they  were  earlier  in  the  sea¬ 
son,  and  as  a  result  freights  are  inclined  to  be 
a  little  easier. 

Although  most  of  the  retail  dealers  have  re¬ 
turned  from  their  vacations  and  are  ready  for 
the  winter’s  business,  the  trade  continues  to  move 
slowly  and  but  few  sales  are  being  made.  The 
dealers  are  being  kept  fairly  busy,  however, 
filling  the  orders  they  have  had  on  their  books 
throughout  the  summer.  The  consumers  who 
did  not  place  their  orders  early  in  the  season 
find  themselves  with  empty  bins  now,  but  do  not 
seem  anxious  to  stock  up  even  yet  unless  long 
credit  is  given.  From  present  impressions  the 
dealers  do  not  expect  any  change  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  before  October  first  and  not  much  of  a  change 
then  unless  there  is  a  change  in  weather  con¬ 
ditions. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Coal  Trade. 

'I'he  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
shows  some  slightly  better  demand  than  last 
week,  though  the  expectations  of  an  active  trade 
for  September  have  not  developed  to  any  extent. 
There  is  no  doubt  of  a  large  consumption  of  coal 
throughout  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  this  is  a 
fundamental  reason  that  better  trade  conditions 
must  accrue  sooner  or  later,  and  wi'th  the  pres¬ 
ent  conditions  of  car  supply  shortage  on  the 
comparatively  smaller  output  from  mines  it 
would  not  take  very  much  to  bring  about  a 
serious  shortage,  which  will  probably  develop 
upon  an  actual  increased  demand.  Conditions 
have  been  pretty  well  recognized  all  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  there  has  been  very  little  coal  come  on 
to  the  market  unprovided  for,  taking  all  things 
into  consideration. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  some  signs  of 
improvement  and  is  certainly  helping  many  of 
the  mines  to  increase  their  proportion  of  output, 
although  whether  this  condition  can  be  expected 
to  continue  is  a  question  that  the  trade  is  not 
prepared  to  answer  definitely  at  the  present 
time.  There  seems  to  be  a  desire  appearing  among 
eastern  consumers  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
present  low  coastwise  freights,  and  this  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  principal  cause  of  the  present  im¬ 
provement.  It  is  believed  that  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  shoal  water  tonnage  has  been  shipped, 
and  it  is  only  a  question  of  rounding  up  most 
of  this  class  of  contracts  which  is  remaining  in 
the  hands  of  shippers  in  the  way  of  shippable 
orders. 

Trade  along  the  sound  has  not  shown  the 


amount  of  improvement  that  the  further  east 
has  shown,  though  here  and  there  are  orders 
coming  in  that  have  not  appeared  until  this 
week.  Reports,  however,  from  this  district  are 
that  consumers  do  not  care  to  take  on  much  coal. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet.  There  seems 
to  be  very  little  demand  for  any  coal,  and  the 
coal  that  comes  consigned  on  the  market  has  to 
take  low  figures  in  the  way  of  prices.  We  un¬ 
derstand  good  grades  of  steam  coal  are  sold  as 
low  as  $2  .50  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  shipping 
ports,  while  gas  coal  slack  .has  reached  $2.25@ 
2..'i0  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports. 
'I'hese  prices  are  really  forced  prices,  the  real 
figures  being  10(§;20c  above  them. 

All-rail  trade  shows  some  trading  being  done 
in  this  class  of  business  not  only  at  the  nearer- 
by  points  on  the  originating  main  lines,  but  to 
points  on  roads  tributary  to  the  main  line  into 
New  England,  etc.  Prices  vary  considerably,  90c 
to  $1.00  for  steam  coal  is  considered  about  the 
right  figure,  with  70@80c  for  gas  coals,  though 
producers  are  sending  more  coal  west  than  east 
of  the  gas  coal  product  on  account  of  their 
being  able  to  procure  better  figures. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  generally 
good,  indeed  in  many  instances  shippers  wish  the 
coal  would  not  run  through  quite  so  speedily. 

The  car  supply  is  not  as  good  as  it  was, 
though  with  the  present  slack  demand  nobody 
feels  the  shortage  appreciably.  The  many  re¬ 
strictions  that  the  B.  &  O.  throw  around  its 
shipments  on  the  various  sizes  and  classes  of 
cars  is  being  discussed  unfavorably  to  a  consider¬ 
able  extent  in  the  trade. 

The  Coastwise  Vessel  Market. 

Coastwise  vessel  market  shows  enough  vessels 
available  to  take  care  of  the  shipments,  the 
short  demand,  however,  not  calling  for  a  very 
large  quantity  of  vessels.  Rates  continue  at  about 
what  they  have  been  for  some  little  time,  with 
the  brokers  and  owners  endeavoring  to  secure 
“loading  and  discharging”  lay  days.  There  are, 
however,  many  evasions  of  one  character  or  an¬ 
other  of  these  lay  day  restrictions. 

We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  follows :  On  the  larger  class  of  ves¬ 
sels :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  65@70c; 

Lynn,  Newburyport,  80@S3c;  Portsmouth  and 
Bath,  70@75c ;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and 
the  sound,  55c ;  Saco,  90c  and  towages ;  Gar¬ 
diner,  85@90c  and  towages;  Bangor  80c  and 
discharge. 


Market  Hews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  September  20.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— During  the  week  just  past  there  has 
been  a  decided  falling  off  in  the  anthracite  trade, 
both  rail  orders  and  lake  business  having  taken 
a  decided  slump.  It  is  presumed  that  the  ex¬ 
tremely  warm  weather  of  the  month  has  been 
largely  responsible  for  the  depreciation  of  busi¬ 
ness.  The  lessening  of  demand  has  caused  the 
cutting  down  of  mine  activity,  and  receipts  of  coal 
at  this  point  have  been  much  lighter  than  in 
August.  Nobody  is  discouraged,  however,  agents 
maintaining  that  the  fall  trade  is  sure  to  be 
exceptionally  heavy. 

Lake  forwarding  for  the  past  seven  days 
amounted  only  to  42,225  tons,  less  than  half  the 
amount  sent  by  the  water  route  during  the 
previous  week.  Distribution  was  as  follows : 

Destination.  Tons.  Destination.  Tons. 

Chicago  . 22,800  Saiult  Ste.  Marie..  650 

Milwaukee  .  5,800  Gladstone  .  500 

Superior  .  5,575  Duluth  .  5,000 

Green  Bay  .  1,600  Toledo  .  950 


During  the  past  week  a  great  number  of  the 
largest  carriers  have  cleared  light,  the  demand 
for  grain  boats  being  heavy,  and  the  owners  not 
caring  to-  take  chances  of  delay  at  unloading 
ports.  Shippers  are  not  disturbed  by  this  fact, 
as  the  tonnage  available  is  ample  to  meet  the 
present  demand.  Should  the  market  open  up 
more  energetically,  however,  there  may  be  some 
trouble  experienced  in  chartering.  Mine  oper¬ 
ators  appear  to  be  watching  the  situation  closely, 
and  the  output  is  being  regulated  to  meet  the 
demands  of  trade,  so  there  is  no  probability  of 
any  great  accumulation  of  stock. 

In  the  bituminous  districts  the  car  shortage 
question  is  becoming  a  most  serious  problem. 
Not  more  than  one-half  the  cars  actually  needed 
in  both  the  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny  districts  are 
available.  Not  a  full  day’s  run  of  the  Fairmont 
mines  has  been  had  during  the  past  ten  days. 
There  is  no  improvement  in  the  condition  since 
last  week;  in  fact  it  is  aggravated.  It  is  said 


that  cars  are  being  used  for  carrying  ore,  and 
there  is  considerable  talk  of  illegal  discrimina¬ 
tion.  The  large  quantity  of  cars  held  by  the 
large  handlers  at  points  outside  the  old  demurrage 
limits  have  been  brought  in  quite  rapidly  since 
the  Hepburn  bill  became  operative,  and  it  is  said 
that  there  is  no  great  amount  of  this  coal  on  track 
at  present. 

Coke  continues  strong,  prices  at  the  bridge 
running  from  $5.25  to  $5.50.  The  demand  for 
coke  cars  is  so  great  that  the  Pennsylvania  is 
corralling  every  bit  of  rolling  stock  possible,  and 
orders  have  been  issued  that  no  more  of  this  class 
of  cars  be  diverted  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

It  is  understood  that  the  firm  of  D.  J.  Stick- 
ney  &  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  retail  dealers  of 
anthracite  in  the  city,  is  to  branch  out  into  the 
bituminous  coal  trade,  becoming  jobbers  to  quite 
an  extent.  This  is  a  hustling  firm  and  is  bound 
to  make  some  of  the  old-timers  sit  up  and  take 
notice. 
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Attention  is  being  called  to  the  fact  that  a 
new  route  has  been  established  for  coal  to  Can¬ 
ada.  This  is  really  only  an  amplification  of  a 
route  previously  established.  The  new  car  ferry 
which  has  been  put  on  between  Ashtabula  and 
Port  Burwell  is  carrying  about  forty  carloads  of 
coal  at  a  trip,  and  the  distance  is  so  short  that 
shipments  are  comparatively  free.  This  aug¬ 
ments  the  shipments  of  coal  to  Canada.  These 


have  been  heavy.  Most  of  the  shipments,  there¬ 
fore,  have  been  into  the  Georgian  Bay  territory 
and  from  there  to  the  northwest.  The  new  route 
through  Ashtabula  may  possibly  send  some  of  the 
coal  heretofore  moving  to  Georgian  Bay  through 
that  route,  but  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  cause 
more  coal  to  be  shipped  into  points  contiguous 
tef  Port  Burwell  than  heretofore  has  been  pos¬ 
sible. 


for  the  city.  Many  thousand  visitors  were  in 
Baltimore,  and  the  jobbing  business  alone  in¬ 
creased  more  than  three  million  for  the  week. 
There  is  talk  of  making  it  a  permanent  annual 
event.  Half  a  million  persons  are  estimated  to 
have  witnessed  the  parade  of  the  mummers, 
ten  thousand  in  number,  on  Friday  night  last. 
The  United  Railways  carried  more  than  one 
million  passengers  during  the  day. 


The  Hew  England  Coal  Trade. 

Boston.  September  20. —  (Sbccial  L orresboiid-  at  full  figures.  Genuine  Georges  Creek  is  un- 


ence.) — The  retailers  are  selling  a  good  deal 
more  anthracite  than  they  were  a  short  time  ago, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  must 
soon  buy  more  freely.  As  yet,  however,  there 
is  no  very  perceptible  change  in  the  demand  ex¬ 
perienced  for  wholesale  lots.  Sales  agents  who 
refer  to  any  improvement  at  all  speak  of  it  doubt¬ 
fully.  Of  the  prospects  all  continue  to  take  a 
cheerful  view. 

The  company’s  actual  prices  for  white  ash 
free  burning  coal  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are:  Grate, 
$4.75;  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $5.00. 

There  is  a  seasonable  increase  in  the'  demand 
for  bituminous  coal.  Business  is  not  as  yet 
brisk  by  any  means,  but  people  who  have  con¬ 
tracted  for  coal  are  wanting  it,  and  it  is  rather 
easier  to  secure  orders  from  those  who  buy  in 
a  comparatively  small  way.  Whether  there  have 
been  any  concessions  during  the  past  few  days 
is  a  question  more  easily  asked  than  answered. 
Some  people  opine  that  it  may  be  answered  in 
the  affirmative  and  hint  that  it  is  being  done  by 
shading  the  freight  rate,  but  others  describe  the 
tone  as  steady. 

We  have  not  certainly  been  able  to  trace  any 
transaction  in  the  standard  grades  this  week  at 
less  than  the  regular  quotation,  and  we  can 
affirm  that  there  have  been  some  important  sales 


The  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Md.,  September  20. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Announcements  of  charters  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  days  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  an  extremely  brisk  business  is  ahead  for 
the  shippers  here  during  the  next  five  or  six 
weeks,  this  applying  with  equal  force  to  New 
England  and  southern  shipments  as  far  as  Flor¬ 
ida  and  the  gulf,  and  to  export  trade.  An  un¬ 
usual  number  of  charters  have  been  announced 
for  Mexican  ports,  and  this  alone  will  keep  the 
piers  pretty  busy  for  the  next  four  or  five  weeks. 
Principal  shipments  will  go  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  as 
to  the  rates  obtainable  for  the  ten  or  twelve 
steamships  recently  announced  as  chartered  for 
the  purpose,  the  average  rate  is  around  $1.45.  Most 
of  the  vessels  are  ore  carriers  from  Cuban  ports 
to  the  steel  works  here,  and  which  use  coal  as 
part  of  the  way  return  cargoes. 

Another  San  Francisco  shipment  took  place 
during  the  week.  The  full  rigged  ship  Aryan 
sailed  with  about  four  thousand  tons  on  con¬ 
solidation  account.  The  rate  was  not  annnounced. 
Boston  charters  are  still  being  made  around 
seventy-five  cents,  while  the  last  Jacksonvdle 
charter  was  announced  at  one  dollar.  Both  New 
England  and  southern  charters  in  general  are  in 
about  the  same  proportion. 

Situation  as  to  Car  Supply. 

The  car  shortage  cry  is  still  abroad  in  the 
land,  and  the  results  seem  to  have  fallen  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  the  line  business  of  the  bituminous 
handler.  Anthracite  seems  to  have  been  able  to 
get  through  in  plenty  to  supply  the  local  de¬ 
mand  that  has  freshened  up  considerably  of  late, 
but  a  different  story  is  told  of  bituminous.  This 
condition  has  had  the  effect  of  stiffening  the 
market  somewhat,  although  it  cannot  be  said 
that  there  has  been  any  general  advance.  High 
grade  bituminous  coals  that  have  for  some  weeks 
been  hovering  about  the  $1.50  mark  are  reported 
on  some  individual  transactions  as  having  brought 
ten  cents  better  at  the  mines.  The  same  can  be 
said  of  the  lower  grade  coals  that  have  sold  down 
to  $1.10  and  $1.20  recently.  Some  anxious  cus¬ 
tomers  have  probably  paid  even  a  little  better 


(piestionably  firm  at  $2.08  t.  o.  b.  Baltimore, 

$2.75  Philadelphia,  and  it  is  the  present  intention 
to  mark  up  these  prices  10c  on  October  first. 
Pocahontas  is  quoted  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk, 
and  New  River  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Newport  News, 
where  there  is  still  more  or  less  trouble  about 
loading  because  of  the  want  of  trimmers,  but  the 
difficulty  is  likely  to  diminish  or  disappear  alto¬ 
gether  as  soon  as  the  weather  becomes  cooler. 
At  Norfolk  there  is  some  complaint  of  a  jack  of 
cars  to  transport  the  coal  from  the  mines  to 
tidewater. 

As  to  freight  rates  the  tone  is  steady.  We 
quote  to  Boston  from  Hampden  Roads,  65c ; 
from  Baltimore,  75c;  and  from  Philadelphia,  65 
@70c. 

There  is  much  more  stir  in  the  retail  market 
for  anthracite  coal.  Numbers  of  householders 
are  returning  from  summer  residences  and  are 
ordering  their  winter’s  supply  of  fuel,  with  the 
result  that  the  tone  is  much  more  cheerful.  In 
prices  there  has  been  no  change.  The  summer 
rates  still  prevail. 

•  Retail  anthracite  prices  current  are:  Furnace, 
$6.25;  egg,  $6.50;  stove,  $6.75;  chestnut,  $6.75; 
pea,  $5.00 ;  Lehigh  furnace,  $6.50 ;  Lehigh  egg, 
$6.75;  Shamokin,  $7.00;  Franklin,  $8.00. 


Shipping  Trade. 

than  ten  cents  over  the  general  market  price. 

Marine  coals  seems  to  be  coming  through  in 
a  more  liberal  way.  At  the  big  bituminous 
handling  piers  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the 
Pennsylvania  and  the  Western  Maryland  there 
has  been  no  appreciable  restriction  because  of  car 
shortage.  Vessels  have  been  moved  with  fair 
expedition,  and  shipments  have  been  well  up  to 
normal.  The  bunker  trade  has  also  been  quite 
brisk,  with  car  deliveries  fairly  free. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  still  vigor¬ 
ously  opposing  the  high  assessment  placed  upon 
its  properties  in  the  state  of  West  Virginia.  It 
looks  as  if  the  fight  will  drag  for  a  long  time 
through  the  courts.  The  same  railroad  is  busy  at 
present  filling  up  a  number  of  gaps  in  its  line  to 
complete  a  straight  two-track  road.  In  some 
sections  where  traffic  is  heaviest  there  is  a  laying 
of  three  and  four  tracks  going  on.  President 
Murrajq  presumably  free  from  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  control  whip,  is  said  to  have  big  plans 
for  pushing  his  road  forward.  Tjiis  will  in¬ 
clude  the  expenditure  of  several  million  dollars 
on  increasing  yard  facilities  here. 

The  political  pot  is  beginning  to  simmer  in 
Baltimore  already.  Ihe  city  council  has  resumed 
its  sessions.  It  is  presumed  that  the  danger  of 
adverse  legislation  to  coal  interests,  such  as 
forcing  certain  kinds  of  cars  on  the  trade  to 
allow  the  free  passage  of  street  cars,  etc.,  is  not 
immediate.  During  the  last  session  Mr.  Bushrod 
M.  Watts,  president  of  the  Baltimore  coal  ex¬ 
change,  with  several  other  gentlemen  who  are 
members  of  the  council  and  who  have  coal  in¬ 
terests,  prevented  any  unjust  legislation.  It  is 
thought  that  their  campaign  of  education  on 
what  is  due  the  trade  will  have  its  effect  over 
the  present  gathering,  which  is  really  a  wind-up 
of  the  old  body  before  the  election  next  May. 

Speaking  of  Mr.  Watts,  it  is  not  out  of  the 
way  to  mention  that  he  took  a  prominent  part  in 
the  recent  Baltimore  jubilee  and  home-coming 
celebration.  He  appeared  in  the  night  mum¬ 
mers’  parade  in  a  bewitching  costume  as  Prince 
Regent  and  chief  assistant  to  the  chief  marshal, 
King  Carnival,  Mr.  Edward  Hirsch.  Incidentally 
Baltimore’s  jubilee  proved  a  big  advertisement 


August  Anthracite  Tonnage. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  in  August 
amounted  to  5,400,511  tons,  against  5,041,838 
tons  in  the  corresponding  month  in  1005,  an 
increase  of  358,673  tons.  For  the  year  to  date 
the  shipments  aggregate  35,71)7.760  tons,  con¬ 
trasted  with  40,305,578  tons  in  the  same  period 
last  year. 

The  shipments  over  the  various  roads  for 
August  and  since  January  first  compare  as  fol¬ 
lows  with  the  like  periods  of  1905: 

- Aug. - -  — Kromjan.l — 


190C.  1905.  1906.  1905. 

Reading  . 1,187,971  1,132,298  7,279,392  7,233,808 

Lehigh  Valley..  931,707  786.220  5,153,119  6,585,352 

Jersey  Central..  647,769  056,459  4,394,979  5,159,874 

D  L.  &  W _  875,383  741,979  6,013,391  6,166,527 

Del.  &  Hudson.  487,075  414,644  3.547,590  3,830,578 

Pennsylvania  ..  430,209  412,844  3,031,825  3,272,796 

Erie  .  441,559  527,421  3,564,714  4,100,061 

N  Y  ,  O.  &  W..  247,412  228,999  1,566,563  1,894,547 

1).,  S.  &  L _  148,420  140,968  917,177  1,061,480 


Totals  . 5,400,511  5,041,838  35,576,769  40,305,578 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  August  thirty-first  amounted  to 
194,540  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
3,944,083  tons,  as  compared  with  5,888.661  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease 
of  944,578  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
1,665  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  43,321 
tons,  as  compared  with  61,246  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year 
of  17,925  tons. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
fifteenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 


Broad. 

Top. 

Week  ending  Sept.  15,  1906..  17,819 
Corresponding  week,  1905....  14.368 

Total  for  1906 . 537,197 

Corresponding  period,  1905 ... 466,277 


Cumber¬ 
land.  Total. 
21,428  39,247 

25,884  40,252 

779.428  1,316.625 

666,675  1,132,953 


Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  183,672  tons. 


Welsh  Coal  Market. 


Messrs.  Hull,  Blyth  &  Co.,  of  London  and  Car¬ 
diff,  under  date  September  fifth,  1906,  report  as 
follows :  The  Welsh  coal  market  remains  steady 
and  more  intpiTy  is  anticipated  in  consequence 
of  the  stopiKiges  over  the  non-unionist  question  m 
the  Rhymntv  \'jll(y. 


Best  Welsh  steam 


coal  . $3.96 

Seconds  .  3.84 

Thirds  .  3.60 

Dry  coals  .  3.48 


Best  Monmouthshire.  .  3.54 

Seconds  . $3.36 

Best  small  steam  coal  2.52 

Seconds  .  2.l0 

Other  sorts .  2.28 


The  above  prices  for  Cardiff  coal  arc  all  f.  o.  b. 
Cardiff,  Penarth  or  Barry,  while  those  for  Mon¬ 
mouthshire  descriptions  arc  f.  o.  b.  Newport,  both 
exclusive  of  wharfage,  but  iticlusivc  of  export 
duty,  and  are  for  cash  in  thirty  days,  less  tuo 
and  one-half  per  cent  discount. 

Freight  market  is  about  unchanged  : 


Gibraltar  .... 

Malta  . 

.■\lgicrs  . 

Marseilles  ... 

Genoa  . 

Naples  . 

Port  Said  .  . . 
Constantinople 
St.  Lucia  .  . . 


$1.32 
.96 
1.20 
1.26 
1.14 
1.3S 
1.26 
1.26 
,  1.86 


.\den  . 

Colombo 
Singapore 
.Sahang  .... 
I.as  Palmas 
St.  N’iiucnt 

Rio  . 

Santos  . 

Buenos  Ayres 


$2.64 

:i.l2 

3.36 

2.52 

1.56 

1.6s 

3.  ts 
4.08 
3.96 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


An  officer  of  flic  I’.altiinore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
Co.  is  autlujrity  for  the  stateiiienl  that  his  com¬ 
pany  is  not  selling  Reading  stock,  lie  said  that 
such  :i  move  is  not  contemplated  at  this  time 
and  is  not  likely. 

Knhn.  Loch  it  Co.  state  that  the  report  of 
the  sale  of  the  stock  of  the  Ifaltimorc  it  Ohio 
Railroad  Co.,  which  they  have  purchased  from 
the  I’ennsylvaniii  Railroad  Co.,  to  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Co.  is  premature.  Negotiations 
to  this  effect  are  under  w:i)’,  hut  h,ave  not  yet 
been  coinjileted. 

Directors  of  the  'I'ennessee  Coal  it  Iron  Co. 
have  declared  the  regular  fpiarterly  dividend 
of  one  per  cent  on  the  cinnmon  stock,  and  two 
per  cent  on  the  preferred  stock,  'fhe  'rennessce 
Coal  it  Iron  dividends  are  payable  November 
first.  Rooks  close  September  twenty-fifth  and 
reopen  November  second. 

C.  W.  Ilendley  it  Co.,  the  well  known  miners 
:uul  shippers  of  coal,  whose  general  offices  arc 
in  the  Continental  building,  Baltimore,  Md.,  on 
September  first  opened  a  branch  office  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Commodious  (ptarters  have  been  se¬ 
cured  at  709-710  Stephen  Girard  building,  and 
Mr.  L.  M.  Humrichouse  has  been  appointed 
manager. 

'file  summer  home  just  comiileted  at  Pride’s 
Crossing,  Mass.,  by  llenr^  C.  Frick,  of  Pittsburg, 
is  attracting  much  attention.  It  cost,  approxi¬ 
mately,  $2,000,000,  and  to  utilize  the  site  a  resi¬ 
dence  worth  $75,000  was  demolished.  It  cost 
Mr.  Frick  $80,000  to  fence  in  his  estate  of  twenty- 
seven  acres,  and  the  stable  for  the  mansion  is 
worth  tile  tidy  sum  of  $100,000,  and  is  115  by  48 
feet,  built  of  gray  sandstone,  and  its  height  is 
the  equivalent  of  the  modern  four-story  house. 
The  mansion  itself  is  100  liy  80  feet  on  the  plan, 
and  is  of  gray  stone  and  brick.  It  requires  150 
servants  and  other  emiiloyes  to  do  the  work  on 
the  premises. 

David  C.  George,  aged  seventy  years,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  one  of  the  most  iirominent  and  wealthy 
families  of  Latrobe,  Pa.,  dropped  dead  on  the 
morning  of  the  seventeenth  inst.  at  the  family 
home  on  Jefferson  street,  from  heart  failure. 
Mr.  Frick  $80,000  to  fence  in  his  estate  of  twenty- 
the  founder  of  the  Ridgeview  Coal  Co.  Fie  was 
actively  connected  with  various  business  inter¬ 
ests  of  Latrobe.  He  is  survived  by  his  wife 
and  eight  children — ^Mrs'.  Carroll  Miller,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg;  Mrs.  Howard  Cook,  Lorain,  Ohio;  Mrs. 
Dr.  Farnest,  Donegal.  Pa.;  Mrs.  John  Myers, 
Wooster,  Ohio  ;  Mrs.  Sleet,  Mrs.  Conrad,  Charles 
George  and  Harry  George,  of  Latrobe. 

Because  President  Murray,  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad,  has  reversed  the  ancient  supersti¬ 
tion  about  the  number  thirteen,  the  official  open¬ 
ing  of  the  companj''.s  new  office  building 
in  Baltimore  was  postponed  until  last  Thursday, 
the  thirteenth  of  the’ month,  although  the  depart¬ 
ments  had  been  in  their  new  quarters  for  several 
days.  President  Murray  regards  thirteen  as  un¬ 
usually  lucky.  He  began  his  railroad  career  on 
January  thirteenth,  1872,  as  a  ticket  agent  in 
'I'exas.  He  is  the  thirteenth  president  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  'fhe  position  is  the  thirteenth 
he  h;is  held  since  entering  the  railroad  field.  His 
office  and  telephone  niimliers  in  the  new  building 
are  both  thirteen.  'I'he  new  building  is  thirteen 
stories  high  and  will  house  thirteen  Inmdred  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  conqiany. 

A  suit  of  considerable  imjiortance  in  that  it 
involves  questions  of  interest  to  the  trade  at  large, 
has  been  brought  in  the  United  States  circuit  court 
at  1  lartford.  Conn.  The  plaintiff  is  Charles  R.  Hale, 
a  coal  dealer  who  is  for  some  local  reason  classed 
as  an  ‘'independent,”  the  defendants  are  ten  local 
coal  dealers,  and  the  action  is  brought  under  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  law,  alleging  combination  and 
conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade,  with  a  claim  for 
damages  of  $30,000.  The  defendants  are  the 
O’Connor  Coal  Co.,  Hatch  &  North,  the  Robert 
Price  Coal  Co.,  the  'Funnel  Coal  Co.,  Frayer  & 
Foster,  the  City  Coal  Co.,  the  North  End  Coal 
Co.  and  G.  W.  Newton  &  Son.  Fhe  allegations 
in  the  complaint  set  forth  that  tlie  defendants 
are  engaged  in  tne  retail  coal  business  and  have 
wrongfully  and  unlawfully  combined  and  conspired 
with  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  plaintiff  from 
purchasing  coal  mined  in  other  states  than  Con¬ 


necticut  and  preventing  coal  to  be  brought  to  this 
city  to  be  sold  by  the  plaintiff,  'i'he  wholesale 
dealers  who  are  said  to  have  refused  to  sell  and 
deliver  coal  to  the  plaintiff  are  named  also  in  the 
complaint. 

President  (jeorge  F'.  Baer,  of  the  Jersey  Cen¬ 
tral,  states  in  his  annual  report  to  stockholders 
that  during  the  year  $1,254,433  was  charged  to 
income  for  renewals  and  improvements.  Among 
the  larger  items  included  in  this  amount  are 
$48(),.'!04  for  sidings  and  other  yard  improve¬ 
ments,  $i;i2,l74  for  renewal  and  improvement  of 
bridges,  $280,739  for  repairs  and  improvements 
to  docks  and  wharves,  and  $150,041  for  renewals 
for  station  buildings  and  improvements  of  station 
grounds,  'i'he  funded  debt  of  the  company  in¬ 
creased  to  the  extent  of  $<574,000,  owing  to  the 
issue  of  equipment  bonds  to  the  amount  of 
$1,500,000,  against  the  retirement  of  equipment 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $920,000,  and  the  con¬ 
version  of  $0,000  of  debentures  into  stock.  Work 
on  the  new  coal  shipping  pier  at  lilizabethport 
is  iirogressing  satisfactorily,  and  approximately 
$174,000  has  been  expended  during  the  season  on 
this  work.  'I'he  in-hound  freight  house  for  the 
city  of  New  York  was  utterly  inadequate  to  take 
care  of  the  growing  business.  'I'o  relieve  the 
situation  a  block  of  ground  adjacent  to  our  prop¬ 
erty  was  secured  at  a  cost  of  $251,003.  'J'he 
store  house  being  built  on  the  property  will 
accommodate  approximately  one  thousand  car¬ 
loads  of  freight. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
'I'ennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  been  called  to 
meet  at  'I'racy  City,  'fenn.,  October  sixteenth. 
At  that  time  they  will  be  asked  to  vote  on  a 
proposition  to  increase  the  capital  stock  from 
$30,000,000  to  $50,000,00().  While  no  official  State¬ 
ment  was  given  out  it  is  understood  that  part  of 
the  proceeds  of  the.  new  stock  of  the  'fennessee 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  the  common  stock  of  the  Republic  Iron 
&  Steel  Co.  'The  'I'ennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
will  eventually  be  the  holding  company.  'Fhe 
common  stock  of  the  'Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
was  increased  last  .spring  from  $23,000,000  to 
$30,000,000.  'The  proceeds  from  the  new  stock 
•are  being-  used  for  the  purpose  of  modernizing 
and  e.xtending  the  plants,  thereby  giving  the  com¬ 
pany  a  much  larger  capacity.  'Fhe  annual  report 
as  of  December  thirty-first,  1905,  gave  the  out¬ 
standing  common  stock  as  $22,553,060,  and  the 
preferred  stock  as  $248,300.  Part  of  the  preferred 
stock  has  recently  been  converted  into  common 
stock.  'The  outstanding  preferred  stock  of  the 
Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Co.  aggregates  $20,416,900, 
and  the  common  stock  $27,191,000,  according  to 
the  annual  report  as  of  June  thirtieth,  1905. 
About  ninety  per  cent  of  the  securities  of  the 
'Tennessee  company  are  controlled  by  a  single 
group  of  men,  iircluding  Grant  B.  Schley,  Leon¬ 
ard  A.  Hanna,  O.  H.  Payne,  E.  J.  Berwind,  John 
W.  Gates,  J.  B.  Duke,  the  Guthrie  estate  and 
E.  W.  Oglebay.  The  Republic  securities  are  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  same  group  of  interests. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  is  now 
working  on  plans  to  take  over  all  private  or 
individual  cars  owned  by  shippers  who  patronize 
the  Peimsylvaniti  system  more  than  any  other 
railroad.  It  is  understood  that  these  plans  are 
being  worked  out  by  J.  B.  'Thayer,  fourth  vice- 
l)reside.nt,  and  that  Mr.  'Thayer’s  recent  trip 
to  Pittsburg  had  .something  to  do  with  this 
matter.  Officials  of  some  of  the  larger  coal 
companies  owning  individual  cars  say  that  while 
they  have  not  been  formally  notified  of  the  rail¬ 
road's  plan  to  take  over  all  private  or  individual 
cars,  the  general  understanding  among  them  is 
that  the  Pennsylvania  will  offer  a  price  for  all 
individual  rolling  stock  before  the  first  of  next 
year.  Notices  to  the  coal  shippers,  however, 
have  been  sent  out  to  the  effect  that  it  is  hoped 
to  have  all  private  cars  abolished  from  the 
Pennsylvania  system  before  April  first,  1907. 
Owners  of  individual  cars  in  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  hail  this  probable  outcome  of  the  matter 
with  delight,  for  the  juirchase  and  maintenance 
of  these  cars  is  expensive,  and  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  commerce  commission  there 
must  not  be  any  discrimination  in  distributing 
cars  by  the  railroads.  It  has  been  charged  fre¬ 
quently  that  railroads  have  favored  certain  ship¬ 


pers  in  the  past  and  for  this  reason  many  of  tlie 
coal  companies  purchased  individual  cars.  Since 
the  commerce  commission  has  prohibited  dis¬ 
crimination  in  distributing  coal  cars  the  coal 
companies  are  anxious  to  dispose  of  their  roll¬ 
ing  stock.  With  the  railroad  companies  owning 
all  cars  and  all  operators  being  placed  on  the 
same  basis,  the  operators  say  there  will  be  more 
honest  competition,  yith  better  results  to  all 
concerned. 

In  compliance  with  the  recent  order  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  directing  the 
common  carriers  of  the  country  to  report  the 
number  of  freight  cars  owned  and  the  number 
equipped  with  air  brakes,  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  has  sent  in  the  figures  for  its  system  of 
lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie.  Though  the 
law  requires  only  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the 
cars  in  every  freight  train  to  be  equipped  with 
air  brakes,  the  report  now  made  to  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  discloses  the  fact 
that  more  than  ninety-eight  per  cent  of  the  total 
freight  car  equipment  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines 
east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie,  or  130,915  cars,  are 
so  equipped.  When  President  Cassatt  was  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Pennsylvania  more  than 
thirty  years  ago,  he  was  the  first  prominent  rail¬ 
road  official  to  recommend  the  general  use  of 
air  brakes  to  make  the  lives  of  employes  safer, 
as  well  as  to  secure  the  better  handling  of 
traffic.  Ever  since  that  time  it  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  railroad  to  increase  its  number  of 
air-braked  cars.  Before  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  had  a  hearing  and  issued  the  sev¬ 
enty-five  per  cent  order  last  fall  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  had  a  far  greater  number  of  air-braked  cars 
than  the  legally  required  minimum,  then  fifty  per 
cent  in  every  freight  train.  Since  the  order,  which 
did  not  go  into  effect  until  August  first,  1906,  the 
installation  of  air  brakes  has  gone  forward  with 
increased  rapidity.  The  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission’s  order  of  last  month  was  issued 
for  the  purpose  of  learning  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  last  year  toward  complying 
with  the  seventy-five  per  cent  requirement.  'The 
Pennsylvania’s  letter  to  the  commission  indicates 
that  day  is  not  far  off  when  the  company  will 
have  all  of  its  cars  equipped  with  air  brakes. 
Last  May  the  Pennsylvania  issued  an  order  di¬ 
recting  all  its  agents  not  to  accept,  after  June 
twentieth,  cars  of  other  lines  unless  equipped 
with  air  brakes.  Beginning  July  first,  the  railroad 
ceased  to  carry  over  its  lines  all  cars  of  other 
lines  not  equipped  with  air  brakes,  and  at  the 
same  time  put  into  effect  the  rule  not  to  send 
over  other  roads  any  of  its  own  cars  not  so 
equipped. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows :  'There  is  very  little 
of  interest  to  report,  and  although  tonnage  is 
scarce,  the  absence  of  demand  causes  the  market 
to  remain  at  its  present  level.  'Very  few  Sep¬ 
tember  boats  are  available  for  coal,  but  a  few 
large  boats  that  will  make  October  loading  are 
willing  to  entertain  favorable  figures  to  Cuba  or 
Mexico. 

Among  the  recent  fi.xtures  were  the  following : 
Steamer  "Sverre,”  2,326  tons  register,  Newport 
News  to  St.  'Thomas,  at  $1.55;  steamer  “Phoenix,” 
1,376  tons  register,  Newport  News  to  St.  Lucia,  at 
or  about  $1.90;  and  steamer  “Progreso,”  1,015 
tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  two  ports  south 
side  of  Cuba,  at  $1.90. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.35@1.45  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.70@1.S0  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.50@1.60 
to  Cienfuegos  ;  $1.55@1.65  to  Daiquiri ;  $1.65@1.75 
to  Santiago;  $1.65@1.75  to  Colon;  $1.70  to  Port 
of  Spain,  'Trinidad;  $1.S0@1.90  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.55@1.65  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.75@1.85  to  Bar¬ 
bados  ;  $1.50@1.55  to  Kingston ;  $1.25@1.35  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao ;  $2.30@2.40  to  Deme- 
rara;  $1.80@1.90  to  Bermuda;  $1.50  to  Vera 
Cruz;  $1.50  to  Tampico;  17s  to  Buenos  .Ayres; 
18s  to  Ro.sario;  l7@lSs  to  Rio;  18s  to  Santos; 
9s@9s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean 
not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded;  $5.25  and  di.s'-barged  to  Manila;  $5.75  to 
Japanese  ports. 
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Iletail  Notes. 


The  Victor  Coal  Co.,  doing  business  at  Pawnee, 
Mo.,  has  been  dissolved. 


P.  0.  Means  and  Morgan  Brothers,  of  Wau¬ 
sau,  Wis.,  have  entered  into  partnership  for  the 
purpose  of  retailing  coal. 

The  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
on  a  bid  of  $3.49  per  ton  for  Cherokee  screened 
nut,  secured  the  city  library  contract  against  sev¬ 
eral  competitors. 

W  A.  Smoot  Jr.,  of  the  firm  of  W.  A.  Smoot 
&  Co  coal  dealers  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  has  been 
elected  to  the  presidency  of  the  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce  of  that  city. 

The  West  Seneca  Coal  &  Express  Co.,  of  which 
A.  O.  Stoechel  is  president  and  manager,  is  a 
new  retail  coal  concern  at  West  Seneca,  N.  Y., 
a  suburb  of  Buffalo. 

The  Sauceda  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Otto 
Wahrmund,  Andres  Garza  Galan  and  James  E. 
Slayden. 

The  Dirigo  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Portland,  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  m 
coal  with  $500,000  capital  stock.  The  officers  are : 
President,  Percy  M.  Andrews,  and  treasurer, 
George  S.  Murphy,  of  Portland. 

The  Ferguson  Coal  &  Dock  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  to  deal  in  coal  coke 
and  other  fuels,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$250  000.  The  incorporators  are  H.  O.  C^ghlm, 
C.  L.  Totzel  and  F.  Ingold,  all  of  Jersey  City. 


The  Garret  Mountain  Ice  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Passaic,  N.  J.,  to  cary  on  an  me  and 
coal  business.  The  officers  are  Bernard  Feeney, 
president;  John  Miller,  vice-president,  J.  J. 
Downey,  secretary,  and  Samuel  Thompson,  treas¬ 


urer. 

T.  B.  Grace,  of  Jamesville,  N.  Y.,  as  the  low¬ 
est  bidder,  has  received  the  contract  for_  furnish¬ 
ing  all  the  bituminous  coal  used  at  the  big  Onon¬ 
daga  county  penitentiary.  Among  his  eleven 
competitors  were  some  of  the  leading  coal  deal 
ers  of  Syracuse. 

Edward  Harvey,  who  has  conducted  a  retail 
coal  business  at  Iron  Mountain,  Mich.,  _  for  a 
long  term  of  years,  has  sold  out  to  his  son, 
Martin  Harvey,  who  will  take  possession  at 
once  and  conduct  the  business  upon  a  more 
extensive  scale  than  heretofore. 

The  two  coal  sheds  and  office  building  of  Ba¬ 
con  &  Robinson,  retail  coal  dealers  of  Bangor, 
Maine,  were  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days 
aero.  The  schooner  Annie  L.  Henderson,  which 
vTas  being  unloaded  at  the  company  s  docks,  was 
also  destroyed,  the  total  loss  being  $30,000,  partly 
covered  by  insurance. 

The  Atlas  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  for  dealing  in  coal 
and  coke,  was  incorporated  September  tenth,  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  by  Thomas  H.  Woolford,  Eugene 
L  Norton  and  Frederick  R.  V.  Williams,  of  Balti- 
more;  William  J.  Norton,  of  New  York,  and 
Jacob  France,  of  Baltimore  county.  The  author- 
ized  capital  stock  is  $50,000,  divided  into  shares 
of  twenty  dollars  each. 

Several  of  the  coal  dealers  of  Binghamton,  N. 
Y.,  were  represented  by  floats  in  the  parade  dur¬ 
ing  the  local  centennial  this  week..  The  most 
elaborate  and  expensive  was  that  of  the  Charles 
McKinley  Coal  Co.,  consisting  of  a  miniature  coal 
breaker  in  full  working  order,  operated  and 
lighted  by  electricity,  and  by  actual  work  demon¬ 
strating  the  entire  preparation  of  anthracite.  It 
is  the  most  complete  miniature  coal  breaker  in 
existence,  and  represents  a  cost  of  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  coal  dealers  are  facing  a 
scarcity  of  horses  and  men  for  delivery  of  winter 
coal  that  threatens  a  serious  tie  up  in  the  move¬ 
ment  of  fall  fuel  about  the  city.  Half  a  dozen 
big  firms  declare  that  they  can  not  get  men  at 
any  price,  and  that  they  were  from  a  week  to 
ten  days  behind  on  their  fall  orders.  Coal  is 
pouring  into  the  city  in  large  quantities  and  is 
being  stored  and  carried  on  track  for  want  of 
transportation  facilities.  Wages  for  delivery  men 
with  teams  have  jumped  from  $4.50  to  $5.50  a  day. 
The  immense  amount  of  contract  building  work 
going  on  about  the  city  is  responsible  for  the 


scarcity,  declare  the  dealers.  Every  firm  in  the 
city  is  taking  quantities  of  orders  daily.  The 
fall  rush  for  coal  is  well  on  and  the  intermittent 
cold  snaps  of  the  past  ten  days  are  booming  the 
market. 

Judgment  by  default  has  been  entered  and  an 
execution  issued  for  $0,671  against  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Co.,  of  41  Barclay  street,  New  York 
City,  in  favor  of  William  Biendkamp,  on  an  as¬ 
signed  claim  of  Henry  Hein  for  the  return  of 
$0,500  which  he  deposited  with  the  company  on 
April  fifth,  1906,  for  the  purchase  of  twenty-six 
bonds  of  the  company,  which  it  , failed  to  deliver 
to  him.  The  summons  was  served  on  Emanuel 
Glaeser,  secretary  of  the  company.  Mr.  Hein 
was  formerly  treasurer.  The  company  was  in¬ 
corporated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000. 

With  five  hundred  and  forty  tons  of  coal  stored 
thereon,  the  dock  recently  constructed  on  the 
waterfront  at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  which  is 
rented  by  the  Standard  Fuel  &  Supply  Co.,  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  suddenly  gave  way  and  the  coal 
was  dumped  into  the  river.  The  schooner  John 
Paul,  had  just  completed  discharging  a  cargo  of 
coal  on  the  pier  when  it  gave  way.  The  sudden 
collapse  of  the  pier,  which  dumped  the  coal  into 
the  river,  made  a  great  wave  which  came  near 
swamping  a  vessel  moored  near  by,  the  Dauntless, 
which  was  made  famous  during  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  A  dipper  dredge  is  working  to 
recover  the  coal,  which  sunk  in  about  twenty  feet 
of  water. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  where¬ 
by  the  business  of  Breen  &  Halladay,  fuel  deal¬ 
ers  on  Fifth  avenue.  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was 
sold  to  a  stock  company  composed  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  members:  W.  J.  Breen,  F.  Halladay,  Dewey 
Blocksma  and  Glenn  C.  Mason.  The  new  firm 
name  will  be  Breen  &  Halladay  Fuel  Co.,  and 
it  will  do  a  general  fuel  business,  with  offices 
at  the  same  location  as  the  old  firm.  The  change 
took  place  September  tenth  with  the  following 
officers  in  charge:  President,  W.  J.  Breen;  vice- 
president  and  manager,  Dewey  Blocksma;  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer,  Glenn  C.  Mason.  Messrs.  Ma¬ 
son  and  Blocksma  are  the  new  members  of  the 
firm.  Mr.  Mason  has  been  head  bookkeeper 
at  the  Grand  Rapids  Dry  Goods  Company  for  the 
past  eleven  years,  and  Mr.  Blocksma  was  for¬ 
merly  with  the  Himes  Coal  Co. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  the 
coal  teamsters’  union,  after  a  negotiation  con¬ 
tinued  since  the  first  of  last  April,  have  reached 
an  agreement  which  is  to  remain  in  force  until 
April  first,  1907.  The  agreement  provides  for  a 
ten-hour  day  with  a  Saturday  half  holiday  from 
April  first  to  October  first,  the  wages  to  be  as 
follows:  One-horse  teamsters,  $12;  two-horse 

teamsters,  $13 ;  three-horse  teamsters,  $14 ;  wharf- 
men,  $12  per  week;  that  overtime  shall  be  paid  at 
the  above  rate;  that  work  on  Sundays  and  holi¬ 
days  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  time  and  a  half ; 
that  Washington’s  birthday,  Lexington  day,  Me¬ 
morial  day,  June  seventeenth,  July  fourth.  Labor 
day.  Thanksgiving  day  and  Christmas,  shall  be 
recognized  as  holidays,  not  to  be  deducted  from 
the  time ;  that  the  union  agrees  that  no  strike  will 
take  place  unless  a  grievance  exists  between  em- 
employer  and  employe,  and  both  parties  agree  to 
submit  any  disagreement  to  a  committee  of  three, 
their  decision  to  be  accepted  as  final. 

R.  J.  Saltsman,  mayor  of  Erie,  and  a  prominent 
coal  merchant  of  that  city,  died  Septem¬ 
ber  tenth,  at  the  Hotel  Rider,  Cambridge 
Springs,  Pennsylvania.  He  suffered  a  para¬ 
lytic  stroke  a  few  days  before  while  preparing 
to  go  to  the  dining  room  of  the  hotel  and  had 
been  hovering  between  life  and  death  since.  Mr. 
Saltsman  was  born  in  Erie  county.  Pa.,  April 
twenty-fourth,  1842,  son  of  Jesse  Saltsman,  who 
was  born  in  Erie  countv  in  1814.  He  attended 
the  Erie  Academy  and  Allegheny  College  at 
Meadville.  In  1865  he  embarked  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  which  he  built  up  until  it  was  an  immense 
wholesale  and  retail  business.  He  was  first 
elected  mayor  in  1886  and  again  in  April,  1905. 
His  administration  had  always  been  wise  and 
efficient  and  he  was  a  popular  magistrate.  On 
April  twenty-fifth,  1865,  he  married  Anna  A.  Aus¬ 
tin,  daughter  of  Thomas  M.  Austin,  a  suc¬ 
cessful  Erie  merchant,  who  organized  a  regi¬ 
ment  at  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war.  Mrs. 
Saltsman  was  with  him  at  Cambridge  Springs 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  issued  to 

I.  R.  Packard,  Edwin  Henderson,  and  A.  J.  Fos¬ 
ter,  as  incorporators,  for  the  Choctaw  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Bokoshe,  1.  T.,  the  capital  stock  being 
fixed  at  $50,000. 

The  Wellston  &  Oreton  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Wellston,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  David 
Trainer,  Charles  Davis,  M.  1.  Cox,  F.  D.  Ewing 
and  Albert  Strauss. 

The  Crown  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  filed  articles 
of  incorporation  in  the  office  of  the  county  auditor 
at  Spokane,  Wash.  The  company  is  capitalized  at 
$2,000,000.  The  trustees  are  F.  L.  Farrel,  Hiram 
A.  Smith,  A.  Ballantine,  F.  W.  Tolies,  all  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.;  C.  L.  Butterfield,  Moscow,  Idaho; 

J.  T.  Nevins  and  C.  M.  Gerwig,  Pittsburg,  Pa.; 
and  H.  L.  McKerr-Kastan  and  R.  G.  Beldcn, 
Spokane. 

The  secretary  of  state  of  Illinois  has  issued 
a  license  to  incorporate  to  the  Rock  River  Mining 
Co.,  of  Moline,  Ill.  The  capital  stock  is  placed 
at  $2,500,  and  the  object  is  the  mining  and  selling 
of  coal.  The  incorporators  are  Ben  Butterworth, 
Jack  McCaffery  and  Burton  F.  Peek.  Mr.  Mc- 
Caffery,  who  is  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  will  have 
charge  of  the  business  of  the  company,  which 
at  present  will  be  to  open  one  of  the  mines  near 
Blossomburg,  III,  formerly  operated  by  him. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Judge  Colliver  of  Brazil,  Ind.,  has  named  the 
Brazil  Trust  Co.  as  receiver  for  the  Continental 
Clay  &  Coal  Co.,  of  that  city.  The  plant  is  said 
to  be  worth  $50,000.  The  liabilities  are  not  an¬ 
nounced,  but  the  assets  are  thought  to  be  sufficient 
to  cover  them. 

Charles  Evans  died  at  his  home  in  Higbee,  Mo., 
on  Friday,  September  eighth,  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
ty-two  years.  Mr.  Evans  was  state  inspector  of 
coal  mines  for  twelve  years,  serving  during  the 
administrations  of  Governors  Stone,  Stevens  and 
Dockery.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Citizens’  bank  and  of  the  Higbee 
Electric  Light  Co. 

Joseph  York,  a  prominent  Iowa  coal  operator, 
passed  away  at  his  home  in  Zenorville,  Iowa,  last 
week,  at  the  age  of  nearly  four  score  years.  The 
cause  of  death  could  not  be  determined.  Mr. 
York  was  of  English  birth  and  came  to  this 
country  many  years  ago,  settling  in  Story  county, 
Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  develop 
coal  in  that  part  of  the  state  and  had  been  in  this 
business  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  before  pass¬ 
ing  away. 

The  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  is  completing 
a  number  of  improvements  at  its  Nonas  mine, 
south  of  the  town  limits  of  South  Canon,  Colo. 
A  new  automatic  tipple  and  screens  have  been 
installed,  the  ventilation  improved  and  numerous 
additions  made  to  the  pumping  and  hoisting  plant. 
This  is  one  of  the  properties  acquired  from  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  railroad  and  has 
been  idle  for  many  years.  The  mine  has  been 
retimbered  throughout  and  extensive  coal  beds 
discovered,  h  force  of  two  hundred  men  will 
soon  be  put  to  work. 

During  a  severe  windstorm  last  week,  two  giant 
coal-hoisting  towers,  each  weighing  400  tons,  on 
the  docks  of  the  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  at  Escanaba, 
Mich.,  broke  from  their  fastenings  and  were 
forced  down  the  track  for  three  hundred  feet, 
where  they  crashed  into  two  stationary  towers, 
badly  damaging  both  runway  hoists.  A  crew  of 
twenty  were  at  work  on  the  hoisting  towers  at  the 
Reiss  Coal  Co.’s  dock  when  the  giant  framework 
of  steel  began  to  move.  The  crew  rushed  out 
over  the  bridges  extending  over  the  docks  and 
dropped  to  coal  piles  twenty  feet  below. 

Wives  and  daughters  of  Ohio  miners  were  ad¬ 
vised  in  a  public  address  by  John  Mitchell,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  Mineworkers  of  America,  to 
practice  economy  during  the  ensuing  two  years 
and  build  up  a  reserve  fund  that  might  be  used 
in  assisting  their  husbands  and  fathers  in  either 
resisting  a  reduction  in  the  wages  now  paid  or 
lend  their  financial  aid  in  winning  a  fight  for 
even  a  higher  wage  rate.  While  Mr.  Mitchell 
did  not  say  so,  his  remarks  conveyed  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  he  intends  to  advise  the  members  of  his 
organization  to  stand  for  an  advance  two  years 
hence. 
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Eastern 

Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

A  new  corporation  at  Philadelphia  is 
I'rcdcrick  C.  Schcu,  Inc.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $60,000. 

The  Girard  Maninioth  Coal  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Philadelphia,  its 
capitalization  being  $60,000. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  contract  has  been  let  for  fifty  new 
ovens  at  the  Shamrock  coke  plant  at 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  owned  by  Gerald  P. 
Fitzgerald,  of  London. 

C.  J.  VVarnock,  for  several  years  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Chieftain  Coal 
Co.,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  recently  ac- 
(piired  large  interests  in  the  Wallsend 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Pineville,  Ky.,  and 
has  been  elected  president  of  that  com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Warnock  will  divide  his  time 
between  Kentucky  and  Clarksburg. 

'I'he  machine  and  blacksmith  shops  of 
the  Penn  (ias  Coal  Co.  at  the  Penn  Sta¬ 
tion  mine  near  Irwin,  Pa.,  were  de- 
stoyed  by  fire.  The  buildings  were  about 
a25  feet  long.  Incendiaries,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  started  the  blaze.  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  fan  house  was  burned.  The 
Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.’s  mine  at  Penn  was 
the  center  of  the  strike  trouble  in  that 
region  last  spring. 

The  Filer  Coal  Co.,  which  has  its  main 
offices  at  Sharon,  Pa.,  and  of  which 
Harry  Filer  is  the  general  manager,  is 
at  present  engaged  in  sinking  a  new  shaft 
on  the  Shaw  farm  near  Grove  City, 
where  it  has  six  hundred  acres  under 
lease.  It  will  require  a  year’s  time  and 
an  expenditure  of  about  fifty  thousand 
dollars  to  i)ut  the  mine  in  operation, 
but  it  is  said  to  be  a  very  fine  vein. 

The  first  consignment  from  the  mines 
of  the  new  Penn-Garret  Coal  Co.,  which 
has  begun  operations  at  Friendsville, 
Garrett  county.  Pa.,  has  just  been 
shipped.  This  is  the  first  Yough  Valley 
coal  ever  mined  in  Garrett  county.  The 
car  was  decorated  with  the  stars  and 
stripes  in  honor  of  the  initial  shipment — 
80,000  pounds — in  Baltimore  &  Ohio  car 
No.  43,892,  which  went  to  Connells- 
vilie.  Pa. 

Under  the  award  of  the  anthracite 
commission.  United  States  Commis¬ 
sioner  of  Labor  Neill  has  notified  the 
mine  operators  and  officials  ot  the  United 
Mine  Workers  that  the  wages  of  the 
men  in  the  anthracite  coal  held  for  Sep¬ 
tember,  computed  on  the  average  selling 
price  of  $4.68  per  ton  at  tidewater  dur¬ 
ing  August,  will  be  three  per  cent  above 
the  basis.  This  is  an  increase  of  one 
per  cent  over  last  month. 

The  estimated  production  of  coke  at 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  during  the  first  thirty 
weeks  of  1906  totaled  8,275,577  tons,  an 
amount  never  before  equaled  for  a  like 
period  in  the  history  of  the  indus¬ 
try.  Corresponding  production  in  1905 
amounted  to  7,426,400  tons  and  in  1904 
to  5,525,866  tons.  Shipments  of  coke 
from  this  locality  during  the  present  sea¬ 
son  to  July  thirty-first  required  the  use 
of  432,176  cars,  137,757  of  which  were 


destined  to  Pittsburg  and  the  river,  239,- 
053  to  points  west  of  Pittsburg,  and 
55,366  to  points  east  of  Connellsville. 

The  fire  in  Anchor  Colliery  of  the 
Philadel|)hia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  which  started 
thirty-seven  years  ago,  still  is  burning 
as  fiercely  as  ever.  When  the  blaze  got 
beyond  control  of  the  fire  fighters  the 
mine  was  closed  and  filled  with  water. 
It  recently  was  decided  to  pump  the 
water  in  the  hope  that  the  fire  had  been 
extinguished,  but  yesterday  when  much 
of  the  water  had  been  taken  out  it  was 
found  that  it  was  still  burning. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  conciliation 
board  in  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  the  grievance 
of  the  employes  of  the  Cranberry  colliery 
of  tbe  Pardee  Coal  Co.  to  the  effect  that 
their  wages  had  been  unfairly  reduced 
three  cents  a  day,  was  decided  in  their 
favor.  Two  hundred  men  are  affected 
by  this  decision,  according  to  which 
they  each  will  receive  back  pay  averag¬ 
ing  three  cents  a  day  from  April  first, 
1903,  to  the  present  time.  'This  griev¬ 
ance  was  one  of  the  oldest  before  the 
conciliators.  It  was  presented  to  the 
board  in  July,  1903,  and  the  members 
were  unable  to  come  to  a  decision  in  the 
matter  until  yesterday.  While  admitting 
the  reduction  in  wages,  the  company 
claimed  that  it  was  more  than  offset  by 
its  granting  free  oil  and  waste  to  the 
drivers. 

The  hearing  before  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  in  the  matter  of  the  ap¬ 
peal  taken  by  the  defense  in  the  John 
Shaleen  miners’  certificate  case,  will 
not  be  heard  until  a  year  from  next 
month.  The  lawyers  in  the  case  have 
been  so  informed.  They  expected  to 
have  a  hearing  at  an  earlier  date,  but 
there  are  so  many  private  cases  on  the 
list  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  have  a 
hearing  until  another  year  has  elapsed. 
The  coming  hearing  will  decide  the  case 
once  and  for  all.  The  highest  court  in 
the  land  will  pass  upon  the  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  sustained  Judge  Kelly  of  the  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas  Court  of  this  county.  The 
latter  sustained  the  provision  requiring 
a  two  years’  apprenticeship  and  exam¬ 
ination  for  a  certificate  of  competency 
before  a  man  may  work,  as  a  miner,  in 
the  anthracite  mines. 

The  absence  of  a  large  increase  in 
the  number  of  coke  plants  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  as  a  result  of  the  present 
prosperity  of  the  iron  and  steel  trade, 
with  the  resulting  excellent  prices  for 
coke,  has  been  remarked  recently  by 
those  familiar  with  the  trade.  In  prac¬ 
tically  every  preceding  period  of  expan¬ 
sion  in  'prosperous  times  in  the  steel 
business  there  have  been  important  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  coke  trade  in  the  way  of 
new  concerns  entering  the  business. 
Some  of  these  companies  were  well  lo¬ 
cated  until  they  became  permanent  fac¬ 
tors  in  the  production.  Many  others, 
poorly  located  or  producing  coke  that 
could  sell  only  when  the  demand  was  at 
its  height  and  even  poor  coke  was  bet¬ 
ter  than  none,  have  either  failed  or  be¬ 
come  inconsiderable.  The  explanation 
given  by  one  of  the  larger  coke  pro¬ 


ducers  is  that  the  cost  of  coking  coal 
lands  has  risen  to  a  figure  that  stag¬ 
gers  a  set  of  men  w'ho  start  to  develop 
the  coal  and  build  a  plant.  He  said: 
"hive  years  ago  fourth  pool  coking  coal 
sold  for  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre. 
Now  it  is  held  at  $1,200.  Thick  vein 
coal  that  was  not  considered  good  coking 
coal  then,  and  was  worth  fifty  dollars  an 
acre,  is  now  worth  six  hundred  dollars. 
.  .le  cost  of  development  has  increased 
remarkabb'.  One  concern  here,  already 
in  the  busines,  laid  aside  $300,000  to 
meet  the  cost  of  adding  three  hundred 
ovens  to  its  plant.  The  actual  cost  when 
the  work  was  completed  was  $800,000. 
This  shows  how  expensive  the  develop¬ 
ment  work  has  become,  even  after  the  coal 
is  secured.  Such  costs  as  these  make  many 
men  who  could  enter  the  business  hesi¬ 
tate  before  they  tie  up  so  much  capital 
in  a  single  venture.  Others  can  not 
command  such  large  sums.” 

Two  of  the  four  mines  of  the  Wini- 
frede  Coal  Co.,  on  Fields  creek  in  this 
county  were  forced  to  shut  down  last 
week  after  several  days’  struggle  be¬ 


cause  of  what  the  manager  states  was 
a  willful  violation  of  the  agreements 
signed  last  spring.  Wednesday  of  the 
preceding  week  the  union  miners  refused 
to  load  coal  to  be  hauled  from  the 
mines  by  non-union  drivers.  Union 
drivers  were  substituted  and  they,  in 
turn,  refused  to  haul  coal  loaded  by  non¬ 
union  miners.  The  trouble  threatened 
several  days  and  then  the  union  men  in 
one  mine  came  out  and  the  mine  had  to 
close  down,  and  those  in  the  other  mine 
refused  to  work  and  it  was  closed  also. 
These  are  the  largest  mines  of  the 
Winifrede  company,  and  their  closing 
badly  cripples  the  company.  R.  B.  Cas- 
sady,  manager  for  the  company,  said  this 
evening  that  the  agreement  signed  by 
the  miners  and  operators  last  April  ex¬ 
pressly  says  that  there  shall  be  no  check¬ 
off  for  union  dues  and  no  discrimination 
as  to  union  or  non-union  men  employed. 
He  says  the  refusal  of  the  union  men 
to  work  with  the  non-union  men  is  a 
direct  violation  of  the  agreement,  and 
that  he  can  not  understand  why  it  was 
done. 


OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION 


REPORT  OF  THE  CONDITION 

- OF - 

'She  R.ailway  ExcKange  Bank 

at  Chicago.  State  of  Illinois,  before  the  commencement  of  business  on 
the  fifth  day  of  September.  1906,  as  made  to  the  Auditor  of  Pvjbllc 
Accounts,  for  the  State  of  Illinois,  pursuant  to  law. 


RESOURCES 

LIABILITIES 

Loans  and  Discounts  . 
Overdrafts . 

$599,697  .30 
88  9.3 

$ 

.599,786  23 

Capital  Stock  paid  in . . 

$250,000  00 
None 

5,0'.2  89 
None 

$ 

United  States  Bonds, 
including  Premiums. 
Other  Bonds  and  Se- 

None 

Undivided  profits,  less 
expenses  and  taxes 

2.55  012  89 

curities,  iocluding 

loo^no  00 

100,750  00 

Dividends  unpaid. ... 
Time  Deposits : 

Banking  House . 

None 

78,995  60 
500  00 

567.143  51 

Other  Real  Estate 
owned  by  the  bank 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 

None 

18  000  00 

18,000  CO 

Certificates . 

Demand  Deposits: 
Individual. . 

79,495  60 

Due  from  National 

10,785  00 

Banks  . 

Due  from  State  Banks 

and  Bankers . 

Exchanges  for  Clear- 

70,751  .53 

51,771  64 

122,523  17 

Certified  Checks  . . 
Cashier’s  Check. .. 
Due  to  other  banks  : 
National . 

5,907  20 
1,629  44 

None 

585.465  15 

None 

State  Banks  and 

Bankers  . 

Notes  and  Bills  redis* 

Checks  and  other 

cash  items . 

Collections  in  transit  . 

53,515  85 
30  44 

53,546  29 

None 

None 

Cash  on  hand  : 

1,297  50 

Bills  payable . 

None 

"  Treas¬ 

ury  Certificates 

b.  Silver  Coin . 

“  Treas¬ 

ury  Certificates 

c.  National  Bank 

Currency . 

d.  Legal  Tender 

and  Treasury 
Notes _  .  .. 

e.  Fractional  Cur¬ 

rency.  Nickels 
and  Cents . 

5,000  00 
2,000  00 

6,000  00 

2  500  00 

3,000  00 

5,570  45 

25,;367  95 

Total.... 

$919,973  64 

Tot  A I _ 

1  $919,973  64 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  I 

County  of  Cook.  f  /,  George  Merryweaiher,  President 

of  Railway  Exchange  Ba?ik,  Chicago,  do  sole7nnly  swear  that  the 
above  stateme7it  is  true,  to  the  best  of  Tny  knowledge  and  belief 

George  Merryweather,  President. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  twelfth  day  of  September,  igo6, 
[sealJ  Thomas  Jf  Gregory ,  Notary  Public. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  September  20.— 
special  Correspondence.) — With  the 
irket  strong  at  $1.65  for  domestic  lump 
compared  with  $1.35  at  the  same  pe- 
)d  last  year,  and  with  all  the  business 
at  can  be  properly  cared  for,  Hock- 
j  Valley  operators  have  little  com- 
lint  to  make  on  the  state  of  trade, 
earn  coals  are  also  commanding  a  bet- 
r  price  than  in  September  of  1905. 
There  appears  to  be  a  feeling  in  the 
r  that  this  fall  will  witness  an  un- 
ecedented  rush  of  orders  in  the  do- 
estic  business  and  the  market  is  in 
state  of  expectancy.  Conditions  may 
;  said  to  be  a  little  peculiar.  Such 
:alers  as  have  laid  in  their  first  stocks, 
port  that  the  latter  are  still  in  their 
ns.  With  books  full  of  orders  they  pn 
)t  induce  customers  to  accept  deliveries, 
irmers  are  unusually  busy  taking  care 
a  bumper  corn  crop,  and  urban  con- 
imers  appear  to  be  more  dilatory  each 
ason  in  laying  in  winter  supplies.  One 
)erator  offers  the  unique  theory  that 
e  public  spends  more  money  every 
:ar  on  vacations  and  are  not  so  fore- 
mded  as  formerly  in  providing  them- 
Ives  with  such  a  necessity  as  coal,  but 
e  inclined  to  await  the  actual  arrival 
'  cool  weather. 

In  spite  of  this  fact,  if  true,  the  de- 
and  from  various  sources,  while  not  yet 
^erwhelming,  has  kept  up  at  a  steady 
ice,  and  it  is  only  an  occasional  in- 
ance  in  which  one  hears  any  dissatis- 
ction.  Wholesalers  and  small  concerns 
■Inch  depend  upon  a  strictly  current 
ade  are  being  affected  slightly  by  the 
arm  weather,  a  greater  percentage  of 
leir  orders  being  for  future  rather  than 
resent  delivery.  Domestic  coals  are 
iparently  commanding  the  circular 
rices  all  along  the  line,  and  no  orders 
re  being  taken  at  these  figures  for  later 
lan  September  thirtieth.  It  is  a  fore- 
ane  conclusion  that  prices  will  advance 
)  at  least  $1.75  on  the  first  of  the 
lonth.  There  is  an  agitation  in  favor 
f  a  two  dollar  quotation,  thus  avoidin.c 
le  confusion  of  a  second  advance  which 
rould  be  necessary  by  the  middle  of 
ctober  should  conditions  anticipated  for 
lat  period  be  realized.  It  is  felt  that 
othing  short  of  a  generally  warm  win- 
;r  can  head  off  the  present  prosperity 
r  hinder  it  from  gathering  force  as 
le  season  advances. 

Winter  Business  in  Northwest. 

The  big  operators  pin  their  faith  to 
be  needs  of  the  northwest,  which  it 
eems  evident  can  not  be  satisfied  with 
11  the  coal  that  may  be  rushed  to  that 
erritory  before  the  close  of  navigation, 
nd  a  heavy  all-rail  movement  through- 
'Ut  the  winter  is  looked  upon  as  certain, 
^lans  are  under  way  for  an  increased 
ggressiveness  on  the  part  ot  Ohio  coal 
n  the  extreme  north  for  next  season, 
he  scope  of  activitv  to  be  extended  to 
’ort  Arthur  and  other  points  which  have 
i^eretofore  received  little  attention  from 
Columbus  operators.  Advices  from  De- 
roit  are  to  the  effect  that  the  market 
las  been  weak  on  Hocking  coal.  This 
s  attributed  to  prevailing  weather  con- 
litions.  Jobbers  have  not  yet  become 
I  factor  in  the  trade,  but  a  little  later 
)ii  they  are  expected  to  he  heard  from 
n  the  same  clamorous  manner  that  they 
vere  last  fall,  with  the  consequent  pre- 
Tuum  prices. 

The  car  supply  has  remained  practi- 
:ally  unchanged  for  the  past  month,  he- 
ng  about  fiftv  per  cent  of  the  demand, 
rhe  few  local  concerns  which  ship  coal 
ivest  from  the  New  River,  W.  Va.,  ter¬ 
ritory  are  the  greatest  sufferers,  as  cars 
built  for  the  tidewater  trade,  which 


form  the  bulk  of  the  equipment  with 
railroads  in  that  field,  can  not  he  used 
for  western  service  on  account  of  their 
method  of  unloading.  The  supply  of 
boats  at  the  lake  docks  is  fairly  satis¬ 
factory. 

Local  retail  coal  circles  continue  to  be 
agitated  by  a  lack  of  uniformity  in 
prices,  the  latter  ranging  from  $3.00@ 
3.50  for  Hocking  lump,  and  by  the  pro¬ 
tests  of  the  public  against  paying  winter 
rates  at  this  stage  of  the  season,  but  it  is 
probable  that  Columbus  fuel  bills  will 
range  higher  this  year  than  for  a  long 
period  heretofore. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

J.  N.  Breen,  of  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  was 
one  of  the  out-of-town  dealers  here  this 
week. 

W.  F.  Parker,  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Cb.,  Detroit,  was  in  town  on 
Wednesday. 

L.  M.  Breeden,  president  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  paid  a  visit  to  Cincin¬ 
nati  this  week. 

G.  T.  Harrod  has  accepted  a  position 
in  connection  with  the  office  force  of 
the  Dean  Coal  Co. 

The  Dean  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded 
a  contract  of  large  tonnage  by  the  C., 
D.  &  M.  Traction  Co. 

C.  S.  Binns,  vice-president  of  the 
Capitol  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  last 
week  in  the  Pocahontas,  W.  Va.,  region. 

Thomas  McGough,  for  the  past  twelve 
years  state  mine  inspector  of  the  fourth 
district,  has  been  superseded  by  Eben- 
ezer  Jones. 

James  Winefordner,  of  New  Straits- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  G.  D.  Ridenour,  of  Nel- 
sonville,  both  retail  dealers,  were  callers 
on  the  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  Wednesday. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  is  on  a  business  trip 
to  Duluth,  Port  Arthur,  Winnipeg  and 
other  points  in  the  northwest,  and  will 
be  absent  until  about  October  first. 

John  T.  Carding,  president  of  the 
Carding  Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  a 
two  weeks’  visit  to  the  company’s  mines 
at  Deavertown,  Ohio,  where  he  has  been 
overseeing  some  important  improve¬ 
ments. 

W.  F.  Voegele,  of  Mansfield,  president 
of.  the  Ohio  Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  has  been  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  this  week,  attending  a  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Knights  of  Honor, 
of  which  he  is  a  high  official. 

The  mines  of  the  Mohr-Minton  Coal 
Co.,  at  McArthur,  Ohio,  have  recently 
undergone  extensive  improvements, 
which  have  increased  the  output  to  1,000 
tons  a  day.  The  company  reports  a 
highly  prosperous  condition  of  trade. 

W.  S.  Cottleman,  of  Springfield,  Ohio, 
has  accepted  a  position  as  traveling 
salesman  with  the  Kanawha  &  Ohio 
Coal  Co.  He  is  an  old  railroad  man 
and  is  also  well  known  in  coal  circles, 
having  had  an  experience  of  three  years 
with  the  William  C.  Whetmore  Coal  Co., 
of  Dayton,  Ohio. 

A  great  increase  in  the  amount  of 
West  Virginia  tonnage  passing  through 
Columbus  will  follow  the  consummation 
of  the  proposed  deal  by  which  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  railway  secures  a  direct 
outlet  from  this  point  to  the  lakes,  in 
getting  control  of  the  Sandusky  Short 


Line,  which  has  heretofore  been  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  Pennsylvania  compaii)'. 
The  Norfolk  &  Western  will  not  only 
be  able  to  care  for  its  own  coal  traffic, 
which  it  has  been  compelled  largely  to 
turn  over  to  other  roads,  but  is  expected 
to  receive  a  large  per  cent  of  the  vast 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  tonnage.  Looking 
to  this  latter  arrangement  a  car  ferry 
which  will  connect  the  two  systems  is 
about  to  be  installed  at  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  on  the  Ohio  river. 

The  thieving  of  coal  from  cars  in 
transit  and  while  awaiting  unloading  on 
side  tracks  is  expected  to  be  remedied 
to  a  great  degree  after  January  first 
next  by  the  proposed  enforcement  of  the 
state  railway  commission’s  ruling  gov¬ 
erning  a  shipper’s  claim  for  shortage. 
Heretofore  trainmen,  while  e.xercising 
strict  vigilance  over  other  kinds  of 
freight,  have  been  lax  in  protecting  coal 
cargos  because  the  railways  have  not 
demanded  the  same  in  a  specific  way, 
as  they  could  be  held  responsible  for 
only  a  small  fixed  maximum  of  short¬ 
age.  This  regulation  is  also  expected  to 
do  away  with  the  weighing  of  cars  at 
the  mine  on  the  run.  Coal  will  take  its 
place  with  other  classes  of  freight,  the 
weight  being  required  to  be  that  recorded 
on  the  bill  of  lading  when  the  car 
reaches  the  hands  of  the  consignee. 

Lathrop  &  Smith,  New  York,  have 
issued  a  circular  on  behalf  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
announcing  the  $400,000  issue  of  fifty- 
year,  sinking  fund,  collateral  trust,  pur¬ 
chase  money  and  mortgage  bonds  at  six 
per  cent,  the  proceeds  to  be  used  in  the 
erection  of  brick  plants  for  the  Colum¬ 
bus  &  Hocking  Clay  &  Brick  Manufac¬ 
turing  Co.,  a  corporation  subsidiary  to 
the  coal  and  iron  company.  The  bonds 
are  a  first  lien  on  all  the  assets  of  the 
brick  company,  which  include  nearly 
three  thousand  acres  of  coal  and  clay 
lands,  and  are  a  second  lien  on  all  the 
assets  of  the  coal  and  iron  company, 
including  twelve  thousand  acres  in  the 
Hocking  valley.  As  a  second  lien,  they 
are  overlaid  by  one  million  dollars  of 
bonds,  of  which  $246,000  have  been  re¬ 
deemed  and  are  held  by  the  Central 
Trust  Co.,  of  New  York,'  in  the  sinking 
fund  of  the  iron  company. 

The  hearing  on  the  new  car  service 
rules,  reducing  the  time  for  free  unload¬ 
ing  from  ninety-six  to  forty-eight  hours, 
which  was  to  have  taken  place  before  the 
Ohio  Railway  Commission  on  last  Tues¬ 
day,  has  been  postponed  until  October 
seventeenth,  at  the  request  of  the  rail- 
vv'ays.  The  latter  stated  that  they  wished 
time  for  taking  further  depositions.  It 
iS  expected  that  they  will  present  a  mass 
of  statistics  to  the  commission,  support¬ 
ing  their  side  of  the  controversy  by  evi¬ 
dence  going  to  show  that  many  coal  con¬ 
sumers  throughout  the  state  are  in  favor 
of  the  regulation,  and  that  in  the  end  it 
will  work  to  the  interests  of  the  coal 
trade.  It  is  conceded  by  the  opposition 
that  large  consumers,  who  have  ample 
facilities  for  taking  care  of  coal  are  not 
seriously  affected,  but  that  the  hardship 
falls  upon  the  small  customer  and  retail 
dealer.  However  radically  the  two  sides 
may  differ,  there  is  little  bitterness  of 
feeling  between  the  actual  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  shippers  and  the  railroads. 
The  former  recognize  the  fairness  of  the 
latter  in  twice  extending  the  time  when 
the  new  rule  should  go  into  effect,  and 
no  protest  was  made  by  the  shippers  in 
having  the  hearing  go  over  for  another 
month.  Great  confidence  is  felt  by  the 
coal  men  in  the  desire  of  the  new  com¬ 
mission  to  decide  the  matter  on  its 
merits,  the  opinion  being  held  tliat  a 
tribunal  of  this  nature  is  much  better 
than  the  regular  courts,  where  the  case 
would  perhaps  be  allowed  to  drag 
its  weary  length  for  an  indefinite 
period.  The  tiucstion  is  expected  to  bo 
disposed  of  promptly  and  the  decision 
of  the  commission  gracefully  accepted, 
no  matter  which  way  it  goes.  It  is 
felt  that  an  adverse  decision,  with  con¬ 
sequent  adjustment  to  a  new  order  of 
things,  would  be  better  than  a  prolonged 
period  of  uncertainty,  with  the  possi- 
l)ility  of  defeat  in  the  end. 


Should  you  be  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  Kanawha  Splint 
and  Gas  or  New  River 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coals 
just  drop  the  hint  to  the 

KANAWHA  4  OHIO  FUEL  CO. 

MINERS  ind  SHIPPERS 
405*406  Hayden  Bldg.  -  Columbus,  Ohio 


Mine  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy*Treas. 

Michigan  Office:  88*90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice*Pres. 

Miners  arvd  Shippers 

Superior  TKick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— “ Manhattan ” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawhac  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


A.  B  Willson.  Jas.  A.  Hencbcr  C.  S.  Binns 

The  Capitol  Coal  4 
Coke  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas, 

Youghiogheny, 

Thacker,  Hocking. 

Capitol  Splint  and 
Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 

FOUNDRY.  FURNACE  AND 
DOMESTIC  COKE 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 
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Canadian 

Coal  and  Coke  J^otes. 

The  Canadian  Coal  &  Navigation  Co., 
Limited,  has  been  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $.'500,0()().  Its  head 
office  is  at  Tillsonhurg,  Ontario. 

The  Taber  Coal  Mining  Co.’s  extensive 
property  at  Taber,  Man.,  has  been  sold 
to  the  Western  Canada  Coal  Co.,  which 
will  further  develop  the  property  at  once. 

'I'he  Dominion  Coal  Co.  has  issued 
upward 'of  twenty  writs  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Nova  Scotia  against  the  min¬ 
ers  whom  they  brought  out  from  the  old 
country  and  who  lately  left  their  employ 
and  went  to  work  at  Inverness.  The 
writs  are  for  various  amounts,  but  in¬ 
clude  a  charge  for  money  advanced  to 
the  person  and  for  an  amount  paid  for 
the  man’s  passage  monev  out  from  Eng¬ 
land.  These  men  are  alleecd  to  have 
been  disappointed  at  the  wages  paid 
them  on  their  being  put  to  work,  claim¬ 
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ing  it  to  be  far  below  what  was  prom¬ 
ised  them  before  they  left  the  old  coun¬ 
try.  It  is  understood  that  those  of 
them  who  will  contest  the  suits  will 
place  their  defense  along  these  lines. 

A  dispatch  from  Montreal  quotes  F. 
L.  Wauklyn,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  as 
saying;  “The  present  season  has  cer¬ 
tainly  been  the  most  strenuous  in  the 
history  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  great  scarcity  of  labor  and  to 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  customers  are  asking  for  from 
fifteen  to  forty  per  cent  more  coal  than 
they  needed  last  year.  The  Dominion 
Iron  &  Steel  Co.  is  asking  for  double  its 
quantity  required  last  year.  The  labor 
situation  is  much  better  than  it  was 
around  August  first,  as  men  who  were 
working  their  farms  are  now  returning 
to  the  mines.  The  indications  are  that 
the  company  will  be  able  to  fill  all  its 
contracts  for  the  present  season.’’ 


A  pending  coal  merger,  the  scope  of 
which  is  said  to  be  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  Cape  Breton,  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  New  England  and  English 
capitalists  interested  in  the  industry  in 
the  maritime  provinces.  The  men  be¬ 
hind  the  movement  are  Henry  M.  Whit¬ 
ney,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  long  has 
been  an  influential  factor  in  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry  of  that  region ;  B.  F.  Pearson, 
of  Halifax,  and  Graham  Fraser,  for¬ 
merly  director  of  works  of  the  Dominion 
Iron  &  Steel  Co.  When  the  merger  is 
effected,  which  will  be  in  the  near  future, 
it  is  said  it  will  equal  if  not  sur¬ 
pass  in  commercial  importance  the  Do¬ 
minion  Coal  Co.,  which  has  hitherto 
dominated  the  Cape  Breton  colliery  busi¬ 
ness.  A  factor  of  the  first  importance 
in  the  new  enterprise  will  be  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  new  shipping  point.  Port 
Mericn,  from  which  the  combined  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  areas  included  in  the  merger 
can  be  shipped  with  less  expenditure 


than  from  either  Sydney  or  Louisburg. 
On  account  of  the  fact  that  this  harbor 
is  open  all  the  year  round,  it  is  regarded 
as  ideal  for  shipping  purposes.  It  is  un¬ 
derstood  that  the  proposed  amalgama¬ 
tion  will  embrace  practically  all  of  the 
coal  properties  still  independent  of  the 
Dominion  Co.,  and  the  area  covered  is 
reported  to  be  larger  than  that  of  the  Glace 
Bay  industry.  The  properties  mentioned 
are  the  Gowrey  and  Blockhouse  collier¬ 
ies,  in  which  James  T.  Burchell  is  in¬ 
terested  ;  the  North  Atlantic  collieries, 
chiefly  owned  by  C.  O.  MacDonald,  who 
is  said  to  place  the  value  of  his  interests 
at  $240,000;  the  areas  at  False  Bay 
Beach,  owned  by  General  Montgomery 
Moore ;  the  property  of  the  Cape  Breton 
Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.,  at  Broughton, 
which  is  represented  by  Hanson  Bros., 
of  Montreal,  agents  of  Cotes  &  Sons,  the 
London  bankers,  and  the  area  of  the 
Cumberland  Railway  &  Coal  Co.,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  latter. 


COAL  DEALERS 


SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre* 
donla.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 


P  P  RRU/MAM  a"'*  SHIPPER 

Ua  DUVflwInN  anthracite -coke- bituminous 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE"  “LOPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Buck  iloiintaln”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best’  lias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grade*  Bitnminons 

Conneilsvilie,  Latrobe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 


AODRISS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Kail  or  Water  via  P.  R  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  an  j  their  connections. 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

^  % 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 

■  149  BROADWAY, 

'  COR.  LlBERir  ST. 


Perforated  Pute 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SNAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 


Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  Diamond's  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You  .  —  D  XI.-  j 

can’t  afford  the  slow  way  when  the  rate  for  want  ads  is  only  4  C-entS  Per  Word 


WILLIAMS  Se  PETERS 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURC 


f  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


BRANCH  offices: 

E.  O.  SCHERMERHORN,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 

141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  Street,  New  Haven  Conn. 


F.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  III. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets* 


Wliile  there  are  some  decidedly  weak  spots,  tlie  general  tone  of 
the  coal  markets  of  the  country  is  higher  and  shows  a  more  healthful 
feeling.  The  demands  of  consumers  upon  the  retail  trade  aggregate 
a  considerable  increase  in  volume,  the  gain  already  experienced  being 
great  enough  so  that  another  week’s  advance  in  the  same  proportion 
will  give  retailers  all  of  the  business  which  can  be  comfortably  taken 
care  of.  While  stocks  in  retail  yards  have  been  suflrcient  to  take  care 
of  current  demand  so  that  the  volume  of  orders  coming  forward  to 
wholesalers  has  not  been  greatly  swelled,  some  improvement  is  also 
noticeable  here  of  such  a  character  as  to  give  promise  of  a  constantly 
growing  movement  to  supply  this  trade. 

Sales  agents  of  the  anthracite  companies  at  the  great  distributing- 
centers  of  the  east  have  noticed  a  change  from  a  week  ago  in  the  tone 
of  their  business,  both  in  the  matter  of  actual  orders  and  as  regards 
the  various  signs,  which  give  a  forecast  of  better  things  to  come.  Their 
advices  from  their  customers  indicate  that  consumers  generally  are  at 
last  awakening  to  the  fact  that  cold  weather  is  close  at  hand  and  hence 
are  ordering  coal  more  freely  than  at  any  time  since  last  spring.  These 
reports  are  not  restriced  in  area,  but  cover  almost  the  entire  seaboard 
from  Philadelphia  northward,  and  the  all-rail  markets  of  the  east  as 
well.  Further  south  the  revival  is  naturally  somewhat  slower  than  in 
higher  latitudes.  With  summer  weather  still  prevailing  in  Baltimore 
and  its  tributary  territory  the  transition  from  summer  quietness  has 
not  yet  begun. 

One  gratifying  condition  of  the  eastern  market  is  found  in  the 
fact  that  nearly  all  sizes  are  in  about  equal  demand,  thus  preventing 
the  embarrassments  which  arise  from  a  necessity  for  the  storage  of 
some  sizes.  Steam  sizes  continue  strong  at  tidewater,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  pea  coal,  for  which  there  is  a  much  lighter  demand.  Sizes 
from  buckwheat  down  are  in  strong  demand,  as  also  are  washery 
grades. 

One  of  the  most  satisfactory  signs  of  the  times  is  found  in  the 
maintenance  of  circular  prices  by  the  independent  operators,  always 
the  first  to  cut  prices  when  business  is  slack.  This  firmness  in  the 
maintenance  of  quotations  is  attributed  to  the  continued  activity  of 
demand  from  all-rail  and  line  points. 

Eegarding  transportation,  the  car  supply  from  the  mines  to  tide¬ 
water  is  very  nearly  keeping  pace  with  the  increase  in  demand,  so  that 
very  little  complaint  has  been  heard  from  the  trade.  Transportation 
by  water  has  been  interfered  with  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  prevalence 
of  unfavorable  winds,  which  have  interfered  materially  with  the 
movement  of  the  unwieldly  barges,  which  have  been  forced  to  consume 
much  more  time  than  usual  in  making  each  trip. 

Movement  of  Anthracite  to  the  Docks. 

As  the  bulk  of  anthracite  forwarded  to  the  upper  lake  docks  is 
carried  in  vessels  placed  under  charter  early  in  the  season,  shippers 
are  not  troubled  by  the  scarcity  'of  vessels,  which  has  created  such 
an  important  part  in  the  lake  bituminous  trade.  Reports  therefore 
indicate  sufficient  forwardness  in  the  matter  of  shipments  to  justify 
the  expectation  that  the  close  of  navigation  will  find  the  normal 
amount  of  anthracite  available  at  the  docks.  With  fears  of  a  shortage 
of  this  kind  put  at  rest  buyers  depending  on  the  docks  for  their  sup¬ 
plies  seem  to  think  that  there  is  no  need  for  haste  in  securing  their 
allotments,  so  that  this  class  of  anthracite  trade  in  the  west  is  still 
very  quiet. 

The  gradual  revival  of  activity  in  the  anthracite  trade,  while 
most  apparent  in  the  east,  is  gradually  working  westward.  Demand 
is  reported  as  noticeably  stronger  in  Ohio  and  Michigan  territory,  both 
with  the  retailers  and  with  the  whole-sale  agencies  upon  which  they  are 
depending  for  their  sup])lies.  Fears  of  an  increased  car  shortage 
amounting  to  famine  are  regarded  as  largely  responsible  for  the  change 
which  is  taking  place  in  the  attitude  of  the  buying  public.  This  same 
cause  is  more  or  less  operative  throughout  the  central  west  in  all-rail 


territory.  A  steady  volume  of  anthracite  is  coming  forward  to  these 
l)oints,  so  severely  taxing  the  supply  of  box  cars  that  .some  trouble  has 
already  arisen  from  this  cause,  which  is  expected  to  iucrea.se  with 
each  week’s  advance  of  tlie  season.  It  is  highly  probable  that  buyers 
will  soon  be  forced  to  choose  between  going  without  anthracite  or 
waiving  their  preference  for  box  cars  and  accepting  gondolas  and 
hoppers. 

Not  Much  Change  in  Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade. 

No  material  changes  are  to  be  noted  in  the  seaboard  bituminous 
coal  trade.  The  volume  of  business  is  sufficiently  large  to  keep  the 
mines  fairly  active  and  the  shippers  fairly  busy  in  taking  care  of  their 
contract  and  other  regular  trade.  The  market  for  higher  grades  of 
coal  is  therefore  considered  to  be  satisfactory.  The  poorer  grades  are 
m  very  light  demand  and  consignments  are  placed  with  difficulty,  in 
other  words,  the  total  demand  is  not  so  heavy  but  what  it  is  entirely 
possible  for  everyone  to  secure  the  high  grade  article  with  promptness, 
and  they  therefore  insist  upon  having  it.  it  is  only  when  business  is 
i-ushiiig  and  supplies  are  liard  to  get  that  consumers  are  willing  to 
take  poorer  grades. 

The  car  supply  on  roads  from  mines  to  seaboard  is  scarcely  ade¬ 
quate  for  the  piesent  comparatively  small  demand.  This  is  taken  as 
proof  that  when  the  fall  rush  fully  begins  the  need  for  cars  will  be 
as  great  as  is  already  the  case  for  the  west.  The  eastern  bituminous 
trade  to  all-rail  points  is  somewhat  better  than  to  the  seaboard,  with 
prices  maintained  at  about  the  same  level  which  has  prevailed  through¬ 
out  the  month.  _ _ 

Lake  shipments  from  Buffalo  show  a  decided  advance  in  tonnage 
over  last  week,  but  have  by  no  means  reached  the  high  water  mark  of 
a  few  weeks  ago.  Distribution  of  these  shipments  is  maintained 
in  fair  proportion  as  between  Lake  tSuperior  and  Lake  Michigan  ports. 

Most  of  the  companies  largely  interested  in  the  shipment  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coals  by  way  of  the  lakes  are  having  less  difficulty  in  the 
matter  of  securing  suitable  vessels,  less  so  than  was  the  case  earlier 
in  the  season.  Tins,  however,  is  to  be  accounted  lor  not  by  any  ma¬ 
terial  increase  in  the  number  of  vessels  available,  but  ratlier  by  the 
curtailment  in  the  car  supply.  Where  the  supply  of  cars  is  not  re¬ 
stricted  the  same  old  difficulty  exists,  as  is  shown  by  the  congestion 
of  the  railway  yards  at  Detroit,  due  to  the  inability  of  certain  ship¬ 
pers  to  secure  vessels  for  coal  already  on  the  tracks  at  that  port. 

The  great  excess  of  demand  over  supply  in  the  fields  of  West 
Virginia,  Ohio  and  the  Pittsburg  district  continues  without  abate¬ 
ment.  The  majority  of  the  operators  in  these  fields  are  so  overstocked 
with  orders  that  practically  none  of  them  are  soliciting  business,  and 
many  are  refusing  any  additional  orders  which  are  ollered  to  them  or 
even  urged  upon  them. 

The  western  bituminous  market,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  in  a  de¬ 
cidedly  better  condition  than  in  the  near  past,  although  by  no  means 
up  to  standard  as  yet.  The  one  striking  exception  to  this  statement 
is  to  be  found  in  the  Chicago  market,  which  has  been  completely  olf 
color  during  the  past  Aveek,  a  decline  in  price  being  aiiparcnt  in  almost 
all  grades,  and  the  market  for  screenings  going  absolutely  to  pieces. 

Transportation  from  Illinois  and  Indiana  mines  to  their  markets 
is  constantly  becoming  worse,  the  car  supply  being  woefully  inade¬ 
quate  and  the  motive  iiower  beginning  to  show  signs  of  a  strain.  To 
make  matters  wor.-^e  in  the  Indiana  field  a  strife  is  going  on  between 
certain  of  the  railroads,  pending  a  settlement  of  which  tliev  have 
1)0011  ])ormitting  the  accumulation  of  loaded  cars  at  transfer  points, 
thereby  not  only  making  oar  supply  loss  but  disturbing  the  currents 
of  trade  and  causing  serious  loss  to  many  Indiana  shi]tpcrs.  ’I'his 
difficulty  is  being  actively  investigated  by  the  Indiana  State  Railway 
Commission  and  a  speedy  settlement  is  therefore  hoped  for. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  Ii.l.,  Sept.  27. 

The  trend  of  the  Chicago  market  during  the 
[last  week  has  lieen  downward  rather  than  up¬ 
ward.  The  volume  of  business  transacted  has 
been  light  and  the  quotations  unsatisfactorily 
low  and  fluctuating  without  apparent  reason. 

Alost  conspicuous  among  the  features  of  the 
week  has  been  the  state  of  the  market  for  screen¬ 
ings.  Illinois  and  Indiana  screenings  have  been 
abundant  and  many  cars  have  gone  up  to  demur¬ 
rage  each  day,  forcing  their  owners  or  consignees 
to  sacrifice  them  at  whatever  prices  could  be 
obtained.  The  week  opened  with  the  ruling  price 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  cents  at  the  mine, 
but  successive  forced  sales  have  crowded  the 
price  down  so  that  the  quotation  of  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  at  the  mine  has  been  most  common,  though 
by  no  means  tlie  lowest  in  cases  of  especial 
stress.  A  considerable  tonnage  has  been  sold 
for  the  freight  charges  and  in  some  instances 
it  has  been  possible  to  obtain  a  few  scattering 
cars  for  as  much  as  fifteen  cents  below  the 
freight. 

The  chief  cause  for  this  tremendous  slump  in 
the  price  of  screenings  is  undoubtedly  the  in¬ 
ability  of  the  market  to  absorb  the  heavy  ton- 
na"''  of  screenings  necessarily  produced  in  meet¬ 
ing  the  demand  for  prepared  sizes.  But  some 
special  causes  have  aided  in  aggravating  the 
situation,  one  of  these  being  the  indefinite  shut¬ 
ting  down  of  the  Taylor  street  refinery  of  the 
Glucose  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  a  consumer  ordi¬ 
narily  consuming  from  four  to  five  hundred  tons 
per  day.  . 

The  depressed  state  of  the  general  Chicago 
market  for  western  coals  during  the  week  has 
perhaps  been  due  in  part  to  what  might  be  called 
the  sympathetic  effect  of  the  decline  in  screen¬ 
ings,  but  this  explanation,  like  all  others  offered, 
seems  scarcely  adequate  to  explain  the  continued 
quietness  of  the  market  as  late  as  the  last  week 
i.n  September,  when  fall  activity  is  usually  well 
under  way. 

Activity  of  General  Western  Market. 

It  is  indeed  fortunate  for  the  coal  purchasing 
interests  of  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  field  that 
they  arc  not  dependent  upon  the  Chicago  market. 
The  situation  at  the  present  time  is  being  saved 
for  them  by  the  volume  and  steadiness  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  western  market.  Throughout  the  west  and 
northwest  fall  business  is  well  under  way,  the 
demand  being  steady  and  fairly  strong  and  the 
prices  which  prevail,  while  by  no  means  high, 
being  on  such  a  basis  as  to  afford  fair  profit. 
The  volume  of  business  transacted  at  the  present 
time  would  be  considerably  larger  if  the  supply 
of  cars  were  such  as  to  make  an  increase  possible. 
It  is  to  be  questioned,  however,  whether  such 
an  increase  at  the  present  time  would  not  have  a 
depressing  effect  upon  prices. 

Light  as  has  been  the  demand  for  western 
coals,  the  shippers  have  had  constant  trouble  in 
securing  anything  like  the  number  of  cars  which 
they  needed  and  at  the  same  time  are  being  told 
that  they  must  prepare  for  an  even  greater 
stringency.  Some  of  the  railroads  are  sending 
out  special  circulars  to  agents  on  their  lines 
instructing  them  to  advise  retail  dealers  and  con¬ 
sumers  tliat  the  shortage  of  coal  due  to  this 
cause  is  going  to  increase  and  to  urge  them  to  lay 
in  supplies  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Reports  from 
the  various  general  freight  agents  are  to  the  effect 
that  freight  is  already  beginning  to  jiile  up  at 
almost  every  station  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
facilities  on  the  part  of  the  roads  and  that  there 
is  practically  no  possibility  of  having  shipments 
hurried  to  destination.  It  is  also  stated  that 


while  many  of  the  roads  arc  ready  to  spend  large 
sums  of  money  to  get  in  shape  for  the  handling 
of  the  enormous  tonnage  which  is  pressing  from 
all  sides,  these  expenditures  in  many  instances 
can  not  be  made  to  advantage  because  the  build¬ 
ers  of  freight  cars  arc  far  behind  on  their  orders 
and  they  do  not  hope  to  be  able  to  fill  current 
orders  in  time  to  prevent  a  greatly  increased  seri¬ 
ousness  in  the  car  shortage. 

On  some  of  the  roads,  too,  motive  power  is 
coming  to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  problem 
pressing  for  solution,  fl'he  heavy  traffic  which 
has  prevailed  throughout  the  entire  summer 
has  afforded  no  opportunity  for  anything  but  the 
most  necessary  repairs,  and  a  general  overhauling 
of  locomotives  has  been  out  of  the  question,  so 
that  the  effect  of  the  long  strain  is  beginning  to 
be  felt. 

Anthracite  Market  Not  Very  Active. 

Interior  points,  obtaining  their  sunnlies  of  an¬ 
thracite  by  all-rail  routes  directly  from  the  east, 
are  taking  in  supplies  in  considerable  quantities 
and  are  pressing  for  prompt  delivery  to  an  extent 
greater  than  is  possible  for  the  companies  to 
meet  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of  box  cars  on  the 
trunk  lines.  Dealers  obtaining  their  supplies 
from  the  docks  are  much  more  backward  in 
placing  orders,  so  that  the  wholesale  trade  at  Chi¬ 
cago  and  other  dock  points  is  still  quiet,  and 
quite  unusually  so  for  the  last  of  September.  As 
reports  indicate  that  the  retail  trade  has  greatly 
increased  in  activity  during  the  last  fortnight,  it 
is  evident  that  retailers  are  well  stocked  and  in¬ 
clined  to  reduce  these  stocks  materially  before 
placing  orders  for  further  shipments. 

With  only  about  ten  weeks  of  the  lake  naviga¬ 
tion  season  remaining,  dock  interests  in  the  north¬ 
west  are  pressing  hard  and  continuously  for  ship¬ 
ments  of  all  standard  descriptions  of  eastern  bi¬ 
tuminous  coals.  As  this  pressure  comes  at  a 
time  when  the  supply  of  cars  on  all  of  the  roads 
between  the  mines  and  lake  is  greatly  reduced, 
most  of  the  shipping  companies  feel  obliged  to 
consign  to  the  lakes  a  large  percentage  of_  the 
product  which  they  are  able  to  load  at  the  inines. 

fl'he  question  of  vessel  supply  so  prominent 
a  few  weeks  ago  is  now  of  less  importance,  for 
the  reason  that  it  is  large  enough  in  most  in¬ 
stances  to  take  care  of  the  tonnage  which  the 
railroads  are  able  to  bring  to  the  lakes.  Ihe 
preference  which  is  being  given  to  lake  business 
is  seriously  felt  in  western  all-rail  markets  where 
an  increasing  demand  for  eastern  bituminous  coal 
can  not  be  met  by  a  corresponding  increase  in 
suppl}-.  The  western  representatives  of  many 
of  the  largest  producing  companies  are  accept¬ 
ing  only  a  very  few  orders  or  none  at  all,  and 
are  absolutely  noncommittal  as  to  dates  upon 
accepted  orders  which  deliveries  can  be  made. 

Sudden  Oversupply  of  New  River  Coal. 

Rocahontas  and  New  River  smokeless  coals 
are  apportioned  perhaps  more  equally  between 
dock  and  all-rail  business  than  most  of  the  other 
descriptions,  and  are  being  delivered  to  all-rail 
consignees  with  somewhat  better  dispatch  than 
was  the  case  earlier  in  the  month.  Earlv  th.is 
week  a  surplus  of  smokeless  coal,  mostly  New 
River  run-of-mine,  suddenly  appeared  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market.  Finding  no  ready  sale  and  getting 
dangerously  close  to  demurrage,  it  was  freely 
offered  at  twenty  to  twenty-five  ceius  below  cir¬ 
cular.  The  flurry  is  believed  to  be  only  tempo¬ 
rary,  so  that  standard  grades  of  run-of-mine 
continue  to  be  quoted  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.40  f.  o.  h.  Chicago.  Lump  and  egg  sizes  are 
quoted  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.50  f.  o.  b. 


Chicago.  War  Eagle  run-of-mine  is  held  at  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  is  in  increasing  demand 
in  the  western  market,  but  the  supply  obtainable 
from  the  mines  has  been  reduced  to  an  almost 
imperceptible  minimum.  It  is  taxing  the  ability 
of  western  wholesalers  to  meet  the  imperative 
requirements  of  their  contracts  so  that  very  lit¬ 
tle  Youghiogheny  coal  is  obtainable  by  those  who 
have  not  placed  contracts  far  in  advance.  As 
an  illustration  of  the  condition  existing,  one  of 
the  very  largest  Chicago  agencies  states  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  two  weeks  only  one  car  of  this 
product  has  been  sold  on  the  open  market.  The 
few  sales  that  have  been  made  have  been  on  a 
basis  of  $1.35^,1-40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.25@ 
3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  thrcc-ciuarter-inch,  and 
$1.45@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.35@3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  inch-and-a-quarter.  It  is  freely  pre¬ 
dicted,  however,  that  the  coal  will  not  be  obtain¬ 
able  at  these  prices  after  the  present  week,  an 
advance  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  cents  being 
expected  upon  October  first. 

Fairmont  steam  coal  is  practically  as  difficult  to 
obtain  as  the  Youghiogheny  product,  one  promi- 
ment  jobber  remarking  that  “it  is  catch-as-catch- 
can  if  you  get  any.”  Three-quarter-inch  has  sold 
in  some  instances  during  the  present  week  at 
$1.20  f.  o  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
and  inch-and-a-quarter  at  $1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  only  small  quantities 
have  been  obtainable  and  a  few  days  is  expected 
to  show  an  advance  above  these  prices  of  from 
ten  to  twenty  cents. 

While  the  question  of  car  supply  is  making  all 
sorts  of  trouble  throughout  the  fields  of  West 
Virginia,  western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  the 
situation  is  perhaps  at  its  worst  in  the  Hocking 
valley,  where  the  available  supply  is  almost 
ludicrously  small  compared  with  the  need.  This 
statement  is  fully  borne  out  by  the  figures  for 
last  week  when  the  daily  average  requirement  was 
1,400  cars  and  the  daily  average  supply  was  590, 
giving  an  average  daily  shortage  of  SIO  cars.  As 
most  of  the  cars  which  were  obtained  were  con¬ 
signed  to  the  docks,  sales  agents  at  all-rail  points, 
including  Chicago,  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
more  than  an  occasional  car,  so  that  many  of 
them  are  refusing  to  accept  any  orders  what¬ 
ever.  When  asked  to  give  quotations,  their  reply 
is  that  this  would  be  useless,  as  they  can  not  fur¬ 
nish  the  coal  at  any  price.  Nominally  the  Sep¬ 
tember  circular  is  still  in  effect,  but  this  will  be 
replaced  October  first  by  a  new  circular  which 
is  e.xpected  to  show  a  substantial  advance  in 
prices  all  along  the  line. 

Weakness  in  Western  Coals. 

The  Chicago  market  for  Illinois  and  Indiana 
coals  is  very  weak  as  to  demand  and  the  tonnage 
coming  to  this  city  has  e.xceeded  the  demand  to 
an  extent  sufficient  to  depress  prices.  These 
local  conditions  have  not  materially  affected  the 
general  outside  market  for  these  products,  prices 
in  western  territory  being  fairly  well  maintained. 

Prevailing  prices  for  Springfield  coal  are  as 
follows :  run-of-mine,  $1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$l.S0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.20 
(a  1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.95@2.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  domestic  lump  and  egg,  $1.45@1.50  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
'I'hese  same  grades  have  sold  in  Chicago  during 
the  past  few  days  at  S0@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$I.55@1.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine;  $1.05 
@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.S0@1.S5  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  inch-and-a-half  lump;  $1.30@1.40  f.  o. 
h.  the  mine,  or  $2.05@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for 
dmestic  lump  and  egg.  Screenings,  when  not 
sold  under  great  pressure,  have  brought  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  screenings  at  car 
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service  have  been  sacrificed,  some  sales  being 
made  at  seventy-five  cents  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  which 
is  exactly  the  freight  rate,  and  a  few  being  made 
as  low  as  sixty  cents  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  or  fifteen 
cents  below  the  cost  of  transportation. 

Carterville  coal  coming  to  Chicago  has  suffered 
in  common  with  the  product  from  the  central 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  September  27. 

This  is  an  age  of  publicity.  It  is  also  a  time 
to  prove  the  merit  of  your  holdings.  This  state¬ 
ment  is  the  result  of  frequent  inquiries  and  con¬ 
stant  observation. 

The  observer  back  of  the  ropes,  and  the  in¬ 
quiring  investigator  is  a  prominent  factor  in 
Pittsburg.  The  impression  prevails  at  home,  and 
it  also  exists  across  the  Atlantic,  that  the  United 
States  is  “a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey” ; 
that  Pittsburg  is  the  very  center  of  it,  and  all 
good  things  have  their  origin  here.  The  result 
of  this  opinion,  which  is  not  mere  conjecture 
but  has  long  since  merged  into  the  cold  and 
solid  truth,  is  that  the  coal  city,  Pittsburg,  is 
looked  upon  by  the  financial  weather  reporters 
of  the  country  as  the  centrifugal  point  upon  which 
the  ball  of  progress  turns.  In  other  words, 
‘‘dull  in  Pittsburg,  dull  in  Wall  street”;  and,  the 
reverse  applying  to  an  exuberance  of  trade. 
Pittsburg  consequently  occupies  a  no  small  por¬ 
tion  of  the  great  chart  of  trade  of  the  country  ; 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  commerce  of  this 
industrial  section,  is  the  coal  part.  Coal ! ! 
Coke  ! !  Consequently  steel  and  iron. 

Never  in  the  history  of  Allegheny  county 
has  the  steel  and  iron  business  been  at  such  a 
high  ebb  of  prosperity.  Naturally  the  coal  and 
coke  industry  is  at  the  present  time  at  the 
zenith  of  its  history  in  this  vicinity. 

The  coal  and  coke  producer  and  operator  occu¬ 
pies  an  envied,  yet  a  peculiar,  position  in  this 
district  today.  Overwhelmed  with  orders ;  yet 
better  and  .safer  judgment  says,  “Don’t  overdo 
what  you  have  longed  for  and  labored  to  ob¬ 
tain.”  In  other  words,  ‘‘Don’t  kill  the  goose 
that  laid  the  golden  egg.” 

The  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  is  one  of  extraordinary  prosperity.  Coal 
mines,  busy  to  overflowing,  and  the  larger  com¬ 
panies  buying  products  of  smaller  niines  to  fill 
orders;  the  same  state  of  affairs  exists  with  the 
coke  producers,  and  in  addition  the  iron  and  steel 
manufacturers  overwhelmed  with  orders,  so  that 
it  is  no  wonder  that  the  attitude  of  all  of  them 
is  one  of  repulsion.  “We  don’t  want  any  more 
orders.” 

It  is  at  such  a  time  as  this  that  it  is  well 
to  “stop,  think  and  listen.” 

Many  Operators  Have  Nothing  to  Sell. 

The  coal  and  coke  trade  in  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  is  at  present  enjoying  the  high  or  tidal 
wave  of  prosperity.  On  all  sides  the  reply  conies 
to  the  inquiry  regarding  the  state  of  affairs 
and  the  market  prices,  “There  is  no  market.” 
“We  have  nothing  to  sell,”  and  there  you  are. 

In  the  light  of  these  reports  we  are  forced 
to  report  that  the  coal  and  coke  .industry  at 
Pittsburg  is  enjoying  what  the  daily  press  is 
wont  to  call  “an  unusual  era  of  prosperity.” 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  prosperity  is  the 
ruling  condition  in  this  section  at  present,  there 
are,  as  at  all  times,  a  number  of  “thorns  in 
the  flesh,”  which  tend  to  retard  trade. 

A  number  of  outbreaks  among  employes  arc 
reported  from  the  mines,  which,  although  of  a 
small  nature,  yet  are  sufficient  to  harass  and 
to  curtail  the  daily  and  weekly  output  of  the 
mines.  Labor  is  still  scarce  in  the  district  and 
hard  to  obtain,  even  at  a  very  substantial  in¬ 
crease  in  the  daily  wage. 

Cars  continue  to  be  hard  to  obtain ;  and,  on 
account  of  this,  the  trade,  especially  the  coke 
interests,  has  been  unable  to  get  orders  filled 
as  promptly  as  they  should  be.  Yet,  in  spite  of 
the  drawbacks  mentioned,  the  record  of  ship¬ 
ments  of  both  coal  and  coke  from  the  district 
are  satisfactory  to  all  persons  concerned;  the 
coal  shipments  show  a  decided  increase  over  the 
week  previous,  and,  although  the  coke  sent  for¬ 


district  of  the  state,  Init  in  the  outside  market 
is  in  good  demand  and  is  either  bringing  circular 
prices  or  being  shaded  but  slightly. 

Green  and  Sullivan  county  coals  continue  in 
fair  demand  in  territory  outside  of  Chicago  and 
are  bringing  about  the  .same  range  of  prices,  ac¬ 
cording  to  size  and  preparation,  which  have  pre¬ 


ward  is  somewhat  less  than  the  amount  for¬ 
warded  last  week,  yet  there  is  but  little  or  no 
decrease  in  the  volume  of  trade,  as  the  number 
of  ovens  in  operation  was  considerably  less  than 
for  last  week. 

Railroads  to  Increase  Equipment. 

A  very  interesting  and  important  occurrence 
of  the  week  relative  to  the  coal  trade  is  that 
a  number  of  the  trunk  lines  of  railroads  have 
placed,  within  the  last  few  days,  orders  for 
very  heavy  additions  to  their  rolling  stock,  a 
large  proportion  of  which  will  be  used  in  the 
transportation  of  coke  and  coal.  'I'his  fact,  in 
connection  with  the  recent  action  of  the  railroad 
companies,  whereby  they  propose  to  acquire  com¬ 
plete  control  of  all  cars  used  for  coal  transporta¬ 
tion,  insures  to  the  coal  and  coke  producer  at 
least  a  promise,  if  not  an  assurance,  that  the 
future  will  be  better  than  the  past  as  regards  a 
plentiful  supply  of  cars. 

Not  Much  Change  in  Current  Prices. 

As  regards  prices  of  both  coal  and  coke  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  there  is  virtually  no 
change.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  listed  at  $1.20@ 
1.40  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  three-quarter-inch 
is  bringing  $1.25@1..3r)  per  ton.  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ; 
lump  is  quoted  at  $1.40@1.,5.5  per  ton,  f.  o.  h. 
the  mine,  and  slack  is  selling  for  80@90c  per 
ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all  grades  the  price  is 
firm  and  the  market  active. 

The  coke  market  remains  with  no  change,  and 
the  prices  of  last  week  arc  the  ruling  quotations 
of  today.  Furnace  coke  is  strong  at  $3.0,o@3.25 
per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  oven,  and  foundry  is  scarce 
at  $3.55(h,3.f)5  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  oven. 

Coke  producers  are  extremely  independent, 
and  justly  so.  They  say  “No  goods,  no  price.” 
It  is  all  a  question  of  production;  the  supply  part 
of  the  problem  has  been  lost  sight  of  in  the 
more  important  phase  of  the  subject,  viz.:  “How 
much  can  be  produced?” 

The  retail  trade  in  the  city  remains  the  same 
as  it  has  been  for  some  weeks.  Retail  prices 
here  are  largely  sustained  upon  a  season  basis. 
In  the  near  future,  however,  judging  from  the 
present  outlook,  there  is  a  strong  probability 
that  there  will  be  an  increase  from  the  prices 
now  in  vogue. 

The  situation  at  the  present  time  as  regards 
the  investment  values  of  coal  stocks  and  bonds 
is  peculiar.  To  quote  from  a  prominent  banker 
in  our  city :  “Somebody  is  making  money  in 
the  coal  and  coke  business ;  but  we  are  not,  as 
the  price  of  the  stocks  in  this  line  that  we  are 
holding  are  less  than  a  year  ago ;  yet,  everything 
seems  to  be  ‘on  the  boom’  in  the  coal  trade.  ’ 
This  leads  to  the  unanswered  inquiry :  Why  is 
it,  when  there  is-  a  great  demand  and  a  booming 
market,  that  coal  stocks  are  at  such  a  low  ebb 
on  the  stock  exchange? 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  has  declared  a 
semi-annual  dividend  of  five  per  cent,  payable 
October  first  to  holders  of  record. 

The  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  road  has  just  placed 
an  order  for  five  hundred  steel  hopper  coal 
cars  for  early  deliverj'.  The  cars  are  being 
built  by  the  Standard  Steel  Car  Co,,  of  Butler, 
Pa.,  and  are  to  be  of  1 00,000  pounds  capacity. 

Of  the  large  fleet  of  tows  that  went  south  on 
the  last  rise  but  four  have  been  able  to  get  back 
on  account  of  low  water.  The  others  are  tied 
up  at  various  points  along  the  river.  '1  he  Pitts¬ 
burg  harbor  is  gradually  filling  up  with  loaded 
barges,  and  the  upper  pools  are  crowded  with 
loaded  craft,  all  waiting  for  a  boating  stage.  It 
was  thought  that  the  heavy  rains  in  this  vicinity 


vailed  for  the  last  few  weeks.  Considerable  quan¬ 
tities  of  this  product,  however,  have  been  coming 
to  Chicago  of  late,  where  they  have  haff-to  meet 
the  keen  competition  of  this  market,  and  have 
sold  at  substantially  the  same  prices  as  those 
quoted  above  as  obtainable  here  for  Springfield 
coal. 


Field. 

of  the  last  few  davs  would  have  raised  the 
streams  several  feet,  but  they  have  had  but  little 
effect  on  the  rivers  here. 

National  Vice-President  T.  L.  Lewis,  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers'  of  .America,  paid  a  flying 
visit  to  Pittsburg  a  few  days  ago.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  optimistic  relative  to  the  condition  of  the 
mine  workers  throughout  the  country  and  ex¬ 
pressed  himself  as  being  satisfied  with  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  affairs  are  being  conducted  by  the 
local  district  officials. 

A  record  price  for  coal  in  the  Cireensburg  dis¬ 
trict  was  secured  by  W.  R.  Barnhart  for  a 
tract  of  2.')()  acres  in  Hempfield  township,  near 
Greensburg.  The  purchase  price  is  said  to  be 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $230,000,  approximating 
$1,000  an  acre.  This  is  a  record  price  for  coal 
land  in  this  neighborhood.  The  new  owners  are 
the  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  1  he  tract  wa.s 
the  last  unsold  in  the  Greensburg  basin. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  in  connection 
with  the  strike  of  the  miners  employed  by  the 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  at  their  Charleroi 
plant  is  the  leader  of  the  strikers  is  a  woman, 
the  wife  of  one  of  the  miners.  She  is  alleged 
to  have  organized  several  attacks  upon  the  men 
now  at  work  in  the  mines.  Several  battles  have 
been  fought  during  the  last  few  days,  and  the 
strikers  are  said  to  have  made  threats  of  more 
serious  violence  against  the  working  miners. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  production  and 
shipments  in  both  coke  regions  for  last  week. 
Shipments  were  held  back  on  account  of  the 
great  scarcity  of  cars.  The  week's  production 
is  estimated  at  278,643  tons,  a  decrease  of  over 
two  thousand  tons.  The  shipments  aggregated 
12,027  cars,  being  about  one  hundred  cars  less 
than  the  previous  week.  The  shipments  from 
the  two  regions  are  estimated  as  being  382,001 
tons.  A  summary  of  the  region  shows  a  total 
of  ‘23,338  ovens,  of  which  21,780  are  in  blast  and 
1,378  are  idle,  a  gain  of  forty-five  ovens  in  the 
active  list. 

Full  order  books  and  a  heavy  tonnage  of  ship¬ 
ments  does  not  always  mean  a  high  price  of 
shares  in  the  stock  market,  or  satisfactory  dis'i- 
dends.  But  little  is  doing  or  has  been  done  in 
the  Pittsburg  Stock  Exchange  in  the  coal 
group  for  some  days.  Pittsburgh  coal  preferred 
is  quoted  at  54^2,  and  Monongahela  coal  pre¬ 
ferred  is  selling  at  23,  both  being  low  prices, 
when  the  volume  of  business  being  done  by 
these  concerns  is  considered.  Shipments  of  coal 
and  coke  originating  on  the  lines  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg,  and  Erie,  for 
last  week,  amounted  to  002.736  tons,  distributed 
as  follows :  Bituminous  coal,  030,382  tons ;  coke, 
248,031  tons;  anthracite  coal,  04,123  tons. 

Word  comes  from  the  head  offices  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  that  the  PennsyKania  failroatl  comiiany  has 
just  awarded  contracts  for  the  construction  of 
12,400  freight  cars,  the  most  of  them  to  be  used 
in  the  coal  trade.  Pittsburg  gets  the  majority 
of  this  immense  order,  which  amounts  to  over 
$15,000,000.  'I  he  order  is  divided  as  follows : 
Pressed  Steel  Car  Co.  of  Pittsburg,  one  thou¬ 
sand  hopper  cars,  two  thousand  gondola  cars, 
nine  hundred  box  cars  and  four  hundred  float 
cars;  Standard  Steel  Car  Co.  of  Pittsburg,  2,100 
gondola  cars ;  the  Cambria  Steel  Co.,  two  thou¬ 
sand  hopper  cars.  The  contracts  specify  th.at 
the  delivery  of  the  equipment  shall  begin  in  .\pril 
next  and  continue  until  late  in  the  summer. 

.'MIegheny  City,  the  twin  sister  of  Pittsburg, 
has  fallen  in  line  with  her  older  relative  and  has 
issued  stringent  orders  to  all  railroads  within 
her  corporate  limits  to  stop  using  soft  coal, 
while  within  the  bounds  of  the  city.  1  his  will 
be  a  hard  blow  to  the  railroads,  but  a  great  boon 
to  the  city.  .Mlegbeuy  has  been  for  many  ycar> 
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to  Pittsburg  what  Brooklyn  is  to  New  York, 
the  pkice  where  the  l)usiness  man  of  tlie  smoky 
city  slcei)s.  '1  he  encroaching  of  the  railroads 
onto  properties  in  Allegheny  has  changed  it  so 
that  it  is  as  dirty  as  Pittsburg  almost,  and  be¬ 
coming  less  desirable  every  year  as  a  place  of 
residence.  It  is  expected  that  the  elimination  of 
smoke  from  the  engines  on  the  railroads  will 
go  far  toward  helping  Allegheny  to  assume  her 
former  cleanliness. 

The  electric  mining  locomotive  is  the  essential 
actpiisition  of  modern  mining  operation,  and  the 
more  general  it  becomes  introduced  the  less  use 
there  will  be  for  the  mine  mule.  That  dei)art- 
ment  of  the  Westinghou.se  Electric  Works  at 
East  Pittsburg,  where  mining  locomotives  arc 
constructed  is  now  working  at  its  full  capacity 
to  keep  abreast  with  the  orders  received.  Among 
the  companies  which  now  have  locomotives  on 
order  at  East  Pittsburg  are:  Keystone  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  six;  Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  seven; 
Sultana  Cold  Mining  Co.,  San  Francisco,  three; 
Straight  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one;  Stevens 
Coal  Co.,  Acme,  W.  Va.,  four;  Wyanoke  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  one;  United  States 
Smelting  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  two,  and  the  Quincy 
Smelting  Works,  Hancock,  Mich.,  one. 

'I'he  coal  operators  in  the  Irwin  field  say  that 
this  year  will  be  the  banner  one  in  the  half  cen¬ 
tury  history  of  the  industry.  During  the  last 
few  months  the  capacity  of  the  mines  has  been 
tested  to  the  utmost,  and  in  many  cases  the  com¬ 
panies  were  forced  to  purchase  as  high  as  one 
thousand  tons  a  day  in  other  fields  to  fill  contract 
orders.  The  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  group  of 
mines  is  producing  about  fifteen  thousand  tons 
a  day,  and  the  company  is  a  large  purchaser  from 


outside  concerns.  'J'he  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  has  an  output  of  from  fifteen  thousand  to 
twenty  thousand  tons  a  day,  and  it,  too,  is  making 
large  purchases  in  order  to  filll  the  demands  made 
upon  it.  Everywhere  in  the  field  work  on  new 
openings  is  going  on,  new  houses  are  going  up, 
and  operators  are  calling  for  additional  miners. 
It  is  estimated  that  at  present  work  for  over 
one  thousand  miners,  additional  to  those  now 
employed,  could  easily  be  given  out  in  the  Irwin 
field. 

Slack  water  and  a  nine-foot  stage  on  the  Ohio 
fr(m]  Pittsburg  to  Beaver  is  now  assured  before 
the  end  of  the  present  year.  'Phis  means  the  gain 
of  thousand  of  dollars  in  business  on  the  upper 
Ohio.  From  the  mouth  of  the  Beaver  river 
downward  there  will  soon  be  sixty  more  days 
in  the  year  during  which  loaded  barges  can  be 
towed  on  the  Ohio  than  from  Pittsburg,  and 
realizing  the  importance  of  this  fact  already 
several  manufacturing  corporations  have  com¬ 
menced  the  construction  of  steel  barges  to  carry 
their  goods  to  the  southern  and  western  markets. 
'I'hcre  is  a  limit  to  the  capacity  of  the  railways 
of  this  <listrict.  It  is  not  a  business  as  profitable 
as  it  should  be  to  the  railways,  for  too  much  of 
it  is  coal  and  coke,  upon  which  freight  charges 
are  almost  at  cost  rates  owing  to  the  fierce 
competition  from  other  fuel  fields.  If  some  of 
the  coal  traffic  now  being  carried  by  the  railroads 
could  be  given  to  waterways,  the  railways  would 
be  in  a  better  position  to  urge  and  encourage 
capitalists  to  plant  light  manufacturing  industries 
here,  which  would  give  employment  to  new 
classes  of  workmen,  the  product  of  which  would 
be  more  profitable  than  either  coal,  coke  or  steel 
on  account  of  the  heavy  bulk  in  which  these 
products  are  carried.  It  is  a  mistake  to  think 
that  the  railroads  are  opposed  to  the  improve¬ 


ment  of  the  Ohio  river;  they  heartily  indorse  the 
present  expenditures  being  made  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  kiKJwing  that  in  the  end  it  will  redound  to 
their  interest  and  ijrofit. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Nevada  Coal  Co., 
the  news  of  which  has  just  leaked  out,  a  group 
of  well  known  Pittsburg  capitalists  and  business 
men  have  secured  a  practical  monopoly  of  the 
coal  in  the  state  of  Nevada.  P.  V.  Rovnianek, 
president  of  the  Mortgage  Banking  Co.,  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  new  coal  company.  Other  prominent 
Pittsburgers  interested  in  it  are  R.  C.  Hall. 
James  \V.  Geer,  Thomas  S.  Brown,  Samuel  Gar¬ 
rison  and  Robert  Marshall.  Before  the  company 
was  organized  the  persons  interested  in  it  pur¬ 
chased  the  claim  of  the  Gold  Bar  Mining  Co. 
The  property  was  found  to  contain  eight  hundred 
acres  of  coal  land.  The  coal  extended  into  ICO 
other  acres,  whch  were  recently  acquired.  The 
company  now  controls  900  acres,  and  no  other 
coal  land,  so  it  is  reported,  is  said  to  exist  in 
Nevada.  The  company  is  capitalized  at  $1,000,- 
000.  'I'he  property  has  been  thoroughly  pros¬ 
pected  with  the  diamond  drill  and  found  to 
contain  three  rich  veins,  the  top  vein  of  which 
runs  about  seven  or  eight  feet  and  contains 
$2.), 000, 000  worth  of  coal.  It  is  of  a  good  bitu¬ 
minous  variety.  'I'he  company  will  be  able  _  to 
provide  cheap  coal  and  coke  to  the  mines  in  the 
region,  which  will  be  a  great  advantage  and 
saving  to  them,  as  coal  in  that  section  is  both 
scarce  and  high,  'i'he  company’s  property  is 
thirty-five  miles  from  Goldfield  and  less  than 
two  miles  distant  from  the  new  railroad  being 
built  between  'fonopah  and  Silverpeak,  in  which 
George  T.  Oliver  and  William  Flinn,  capitalists 
of  Pittsburg,  are  interested.  'I'his  railroad  is 
sixty  miles  long. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  September  27. 

'I'here  is  little,  if  any,  change  in  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  coal  market  this  week.  At  the  same  time 
there  is  no  question  but  that  the  market  is  grow¬ 
ing  firmer  every  day. 

'fhe  car  supply  continues  to  be  the  one  great 
and  absorbing  topic  of  interest  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  and  as  no  one  can  see  any  immediate  hope 
in  the  situation,  the  outlook  is  anything  but  an 
encouraging  one.  As  frequently  noted  in  this 
department  of  'ITie  Black  Diamond,  the  fixed 
expenses  of  mining  coal  are  practically  the 
same  whether  a  mine  with  a  daily  capacity  of 
say  a  thousand  tons  produces  a  thousand  or 
three  hundred  tons  a  day.  For  nearly  two 
months  now,  thousand-ton  mines  have  been  get¬ 
ting  barely  cars  enough  to  make  three  hundred 
tons  a  day,  and  it  is  but  a  simple  matter  of  arith¬ 
metic  to  show  that  coal  costs  much  more  per  ton 
when  only  three  hundred  tons  are  produced  than 
when  the  mine  is  getting  out  its  full  capacity 
of  a  thousand  tons. 

Increases  in  prices  have  been  frecpient  durin,g 
the  past  two  months ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the 
majority  of  mines  are  making  as  much  per  ton 
on  the  coal  they  are  selling  now  as  they  did  on 
the  coal  they  sold  early  in  the  season  before  the 
present  actual  car  famine  came  on.  And  to  make 
the  matter  worse  for  the  producers  of  coal,  they 
are  now  delivering  much  of  the  coal  they  sold 
two  months  or  more  ago,  at  prices  that  now  mean 
a  positive  loss  at  the  present  time  when  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  mines  is  so  greatly  curtailed  by  the 
car  famine.  Many  of  the  principal  companies 
have  practically  had  nothing  to  sell  since  the 
price  of  coal  has  advanced.  It  makes  no  differ¬ 
ence  to  them  whether  the  present  price  is  two 
dollars  a  ton  or  twice  that  amount;  they  are 
now  filling  contracts  made  at  less  than  one 
dollar  and  a  half. 

A  fair  current  quotation  on  splint  lump  is  $1.C0 
a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  but  prompt  deliveries 
will  not  be  guaranteed  by  anybody.  Most  of 
the  selling  agencies,  therefore,  are  not  quoting 
prices,  and  those  which  have  the  temerity  to  do 
so  under  the  present  discouraging  outlook  are 
telling  their  prospective  customers  that  splint 
lump  is,  or  will  be  by  the  time  it  is  delivered, 
two  dollars  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Even  higher 
prices  than  this  latter  figure  are  being  named, 


and  here  and  there  an  order  comes  in  at  these 
comparatively  fancy  prices.  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  coal  are  getting 
scarcer  and  scarcer  every  day,  and  $2.25  a  ton 
f.  o.  1).  the  mines  can  be  obtained  for  it  just  as 
easily  as  two  dollars. 

Nut  and  Slack  Scarce  and  High. 

Nut-and-slack  has  been  see-sawing  up  and 
down  all  summer  and  fall,  wnth  the  consumers  of 
it  believing  that  it  has  been  “up”  most  of  the 
time.  'I'his  week  it  has  been  very  scarce  again, 
and  a  number  of  large  dealers  who  have  con¬ 
tracts  that  must  be  kept  going  have  been  keeping 
the  telephone  lines  busy  inquiring  for  fine  coal. 
There  was  very  little  to  be  had  in  the  beginning, 
and  any  possible  surplus  was  quickly  bought,  and 
the  dealers  who  usually  have  fine  coal  to  sell 
immediately  begin  to  sit  up  and  take  notice,  and 
each  car  they  received  after  that  was  made  to 
bring  them  in  a  little  more  money  than  the  one 
before  it.  'i'he  range  of  price  of  nut-and-slack 
this  week  was  from  sixty-live  to  eighty  cents  a 
ton  at  the  mines,  'i'he  demand  for  splint  lump 
is  gradually  increasing  as  the  production  has 
been  decreased  by  the  car  shortage.  Run-of-mine 
ranges  from  $1.05  to  $1.20  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.35  to  $1.50  a 
ton  at  the  mines. 

On  account  of  the  steadily  increasing  price  at 
the  mines,  and  the  difficulty  local  retail  dealers 
are  experiencing  in  getting  it,  there  is  a  strong 
probability  that  the  price  of  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg  will  be  advanced  at  retail 
before  long.  '  These  coals  are  now  selling  for 
four  dollars  a  ton  delivered  to  customers  at 
their  homes,  and  the  dealers  say  there  is  not 
enough  profit  in  it  when  the  loss  from  screen¬ 
ing  and  other  disadvantages  of  handling  smoke¬ 
less  coals  are  taken  into  consideration.  'fhe 
freight  rate  alone  is  $1.15  a  ton,  and  the  whole¬ 
sale  price  is  well  known.  As  long  as  the  supply 
of  river  coal  holds  out  there  is  little  likelihood 
of  the  retail  price  of  splint  advancing.  It  is  now 
$3.25  a  ton  for  all  such  standard  coals  as  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Kanawha,  'I'hacker,  Fairmont,  etc.  Nut- 
and-slack  delivered  to  factories  ranges  from  $1.90 
a  ton  to  $2.25,  the  higher  price  being  for  the 
screenings  of  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump. 

River  lump  coal  is  worth  from  seven  one-half 
to  eight  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  and  nut 


and  slack  five  to  six  one-half  cents.  The  supply 
of  coal  afloat  is  gradually  disappearing,  but  most 
of  the  river  dealers  have  large  piles  on  their 
yards,  so  there  is  no  uneasiness  as  to  supplies 
along  the  river  front. 

NE'WS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

O.  P.  Curran,  local  manager  for  The  Black 
Band  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  an  enthusiastic  automo¬ 
bile  man.  He  now  has  two  machines. 

Robert  A.  Coulter,  manager  of  the  retail  busi¬ 
ness  of  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co.,  and  one  of  the  best 
fellows  in  the  trade,  has  been  laid  up  for  nearly 
a  week,  but  is  out  again. 

Capt.  J.  'r.  Hatfield,  general  manager  of  The 
Hatfield  Coal  Co.,  Covington,  Ky.,  opposite  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  is  having  his  big  towboat,  J.  '1'.  Hatfield, 
thoroughly  overhauled  and  repaired  for  the  com¬ 
ing  winter’s  towing  business. 

'fhe  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  is  having  its  harbor  towboats  repaired, 
now  that  there  is  not  a  great  deal  of  work  for 
'  them  to  do.  One  of  them  was  taken  to  Point 
Pleasant,  W.  Va.,  where  it  was  pulled  out  on  the 
floating  docks  for  repairs  to  its  hull. 

'I'he  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  in  very  bad 
shape  in  and  out  of  Cincinnati,  having  recently 
embargoed  every  kind  of  freight,  both  in  and  out, 
until  it  is  able  to  clear  up  its  present  congestion, 
'fhe  Panhandle,  P.  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  has  embargoed 
everything  to  Chicago.  The  Cincinnati,  Hamil¬ 
ton  &  Dayton  and  the  Big  Four  are  still  handling 
all  coal  offered  them  out  of  Cincinnati. 

A.  Moore,  president  of  The  War  Eagle  Fuel 
Co.,  War  Eagle,  W.  Va.,  came-  down  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Sunday  night  and  spent  Monday  and 
'I'uesday  with  his  local  manager,  F.  B.  Raines. 
Cincinnati  is  now  one  of  the  principal  markets 
for  War  Eagle,  while  two  years,  ago  it  was  un¬ 
known  here.  Mr.  Moore  seemed  well  pleased 
with  the  outlook  for  his  company  here.  He  re¬ 
turned  to  War  Eagle  Tuesday  evening. 

E.  Gallati.  the  popular  manager  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Coal  Co.  branch  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  met  with  an  un¬ 
usual  and  very  painful  accident  last  week,  and  is 
just  now  barely  able  to  hobble  about  again.  In 
inspecting  a  car  of  coal,  Mr.  Gallati  climbed  up 
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on  the  car,  and  after  going  over  it  to  his  satis¬ 
faction,  attempted  to  get  down.  In  doing  so  his 
heel  caught  on  the  car  after  he  had  let  go  with 
his  hands,  and  he  was  thrown  violently  to  the 
ground.  He  was  picked  up  almost  unconscious 
and  in. great  pain  and  taken  to  his  residence  in 
Covington,  where  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  for 
nearly  a  week.  He  is  out  again,  but  is  still 
badly  crippled  up. 

S.  F.  Dana,  president  of  the  Campbell's  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  an  ex¬ 
tended  European  trip.  In  his  party  were  Mr. 
and  Mrs.'  Dana,  their  two  granddaughters. 
Misses  Burnett,  and  a  Mr.  and  Miss  Anderson. 
They  left  Cincinnati  early  in  the  season  and 
traveled  through  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany, 
France  and  the  British  Isles.  Mrs.  Dana,  on 
account  of  whose  health  the  trip  was  taken, 
largely,  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  extended  outing, 
and  comes  back  to  the  Queen  City  feeling  better 
than  she  had  for  many  years.  Mr.  Dana  is  in 
excellent  health.  Mr.  Dana  is  very  wealthy,  and 
it  is  understood  that  he  purchased,  while  away, 
many  art  treasures  and  household  luxuries  for 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Sept.  27.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— Tht  bright  spots  in  the  coal  market  m 
this  city  today  are  two  in  number :  Excellent 
trade  in  anthracite  and  daily  increasing  demand 
for  spot  bituminous.  The  anthracite  situation- 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words,  the  words  of 
a  prominent  sales  agent.  He  says : 

“People  are  beginning  to  sit  up  and  notice 
things.  All  the  dealers  realize  that  a  serious  car 
shortage  is  coming  on  and  that,  in  another  month, 
it  will  be  on  in  earnest,  and  they  are  stocking  up. 
Detroit,  which  has  been  rather  slow  of  late,  is 
waking  up  and  the  present  week  has  been  our 
busiest  for  some  time.  For  the  past  two  weeks 
dealers  out  in  the  state  have  been  ordering  pretty 
freely  and,  taking  the  situation  as  a  whole,  it 
looks  encouraging.  Coal  is  coming  forward  from 
the  mines  rather  slowly  of  late  and  things  are 
getting  tighter  all  the  time.” 

Retailers  Have  Troubles  of  Their  Own. 

Retailers  of  anthracite  are  having  trouble  get¬ 
ting  teams  and  hiring  men  to  handle  orders. 
Teamsters  are  very  scarce.  Though  they  get  two 
dollars  a  day  they  fi.nd  other  fields  of  employment 
where  they  can  earn  their  money  more  easily, 
open  to  them,  consequently  the  coal  business  suf¬ 
fers.  The  real  busy  season  for  retailers  has  not 
yet  set  in,  but,  as  they  have  all  decided  to  raise 
the  price  per  ton  on  October  first  to  $7.50 — an 
increase  of  twenty-five  cents — the  next  few  days 
ought  to  witness  busy  times  at  the  yards. 

The  Grand  Trunk  has  put  an  embargo  on  other 
roads,  refusing  to  handle  any  coal  cars  of  other 
roads,  on  the  ground  that  it  has  insufficient  room 
for  its  own  rolling  stock.  Regarding  the  pro¬ 
posed  raise  in  the  price  of  anthracite  a  well  known 
retailer  says : 

“’We  feel  that  we  ought  to  get  a  better  price. 
W'^e  are  paying  half  a  dollar  more  for  our  coal 
than  it  cost  us  last  summer,  the  days  are  shorter 
and  labor  is  higher  and  harder  to  get.  I,  for 
one,  shall  raise  prices  October  first.” . 

Bituminous  Market  Is  Strong. 

In  bituminous  circles  there  is  a  splendid  de¬ 
mand  for  coarse  coal  at  stiff  prices  and,  with  the 


Wheeling,  W.  Va,,  September  37. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  has  inaugurated  a  systematic  pHn  to  han¬ 
dle  the  car  problem,  and  although  it  is  not  now 
satisfactory  to  the  operators  they  show  a  dispo¬ 
sition  to  await  the  experiment. 

The  railroad  has  provided  a  new  car  allot¬ 
ment  for  the  operators  in  the  New  River  and 
Kanawha  districts.  In  nearly  every  instance 
the  old  allotment  has  been  reduced.  At  first 


his  beautiful  home  in  Avondale.  He  remembered 
his  right-hand  man,  Robert  P.  Gillham,  by  bring¬ 
ing  him  a  beautiful  diamond  and  emerald  stick¬ 
pin. 

M.  M.  Doggett,  assistant  general  manager  of 
the  locai  business  of  the  I'airmont  Coal  Co,,  is 
lying  almost  at  the  point  of  death  at  his  home  in 
Hyde  Park,  this  city,  as  a  result  of  a  kick  from 
a  vicious  horse.  Mr.  Doggett  is  an  expert  judge 
of  good  horses,  and  with  George  Rewwer,  the 
auditor  of  the  company,  was  looking  over  a  lot 
of  horses  at  one  of  the  Spring  Grove  Avenue 
sales  stables,  when  a  horse  suddenly  turned  and 
kicked  Mr.  Doggett,  tearing  away  a  large  part  of 
his  scalp,  and  badly  lacerating  his  face.  He  was 
taken  home  in  an  unconscious  state  and  did  not 
regain  consciousness  for  several  days.  On 
Wednesday,  however,  his  physicians  gave  out 
the  report  that  he  was  slowly  improving,  and 
that  they  had  hopes  of  saving  his  life.  Mr.  Dog- 
gett  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  the  local  retail 
coal  men,  and  his  many  friends  are  very  solic¬ 
itous  about  him.  W.  C.  Rogers  is  the  Cincinnati 
manager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 


Coal  Trade. 

car  shortage  getting  worse  daily,  there  is  no 
telling  where  it  will  all  end.  Shippers  are  look¬ 
ing  for  a  repetition  of  last  fall’s  history,  when 
prices  went  soaring  in  October  and  November. 
Thousands  of  cars  are  being  tied  up  at  the  lake 
shipping  ports  waiting  to  be  unloaded  into  boats, 
which  are  hard  to  get.  Trade,  good  as  it  is, 
would  be  much  better  if  more  cars  could  be 
found. 

One  exception  to  the  rule  of  high  prices  is 
slack.  For  some  reason  best  known,  perhaps,  to 
speculators,  the  number  of  cars  of  fine  coal  on 
track  in  Detroit,  has  Increased  greatly  and 
many  shippers  have  been  compelled  to  get  rid  of 
it  to  save  demurrage.  Hocking  slack,  and  plenty 
of  it,  can  be  had  today  for  forty-five  cents. 

The  Railroads  and  the  Car  Supply. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  ship¬ 
pers  of  smokeless  in  getting  cars  at  the  mines. 
As  usual,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Norfolk  & 
Western  are  the  most  affected  by  lack  of  cars. 
The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  doing  fairly  well.  The 
Hocking  Valley  railway  people  claim  they  are  in 
good  shape,  but  so  far  results  don't  confirm  tbe 
statement.  Even  the  close  of  navigation  will  not 
help  matters  much.  When  the  lake  business 
stops  many  cars  will  be  released,  but  they  will 
make  one  trip  each  to  the  northwest  and  then 
become  lost  to  the  coal  trade  until  into  January. 

The  railroads  themselves  have  gone  into  the 
market  for  coal  and  are  buying  right  and  left  in 
anticipation  of  a  serious  tie-up  of  cars  within 
thirty  days.  Heavy  shipments  are  being  made  to 
this  city  from  the  Ohio  fields,  but  the  cars  are 
slow  in  getting  here — probably  because  of  _  rail¬ 
road  confiscations.  Prices  of  coarse  bituminous 
spot  coal  have  gone  up  about  twenty-five  cents 
within  the  past  month. 

J.  G.  Vaughan,  a  prominent  mine  owner  of 
West  Virginia,  was  in  Detroit  last  week. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  operator  and  shipper  of  this  city, 
has  returned  from  Columbus,  where  he  spent  a 
week.  He  reports  a  bad  car  shortage  in  that  city. 

Ayers  &  Chase  report  a  heavy  trade  in  Camp 
Creek  cannel. 


dash,  this  has  provoked  protest,  but  the  system 
holds  out  possibilities  of  .ylvantage. 

The  allotment  of  the  mines  is  to  be  decreased 
as  it  is  found  they  cannot  load  their  prescribed 
tonnage.  As  it  should  follow  that  the  other 
mines  with  the  ability  to  load  more  than  their 
capacity  would  be  entitled  to  the  cars  thus  taken 
from  those  mines,  certain  advantages  arc  appar¬ 
ent  in  the  test  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 

In  arriving  at  the  basis  for  the  new  plan  the 


commission  appointed  by  the  railroad  found  the 
tonnage  the  mines  were  aide  to  load  daily  and 
added  thereto  ten  per  cent  to  allow  the  mines  to 
increase  their  capacity.  New  mines  will  be 
allowed  twenty  per  cent  above  capacity  during 
the  first  six  months  of  operation,  or  until  the 
allotment  reaches  120  tons,  but  this  percentage 
will  be  aiiplied  only  during  the  first  six  months 
of  operation. 

While  the  commission’s  report  proniises  a  ten 
per  cent  increase  over  present  capacity  this  is 
not  borne  out  by  comparative  allotments.  In 
some  cases  the  tonnage  tables  arc  twice  as  large 
under  the  old  allotment  as  under  the  new.  T  he 
commission  offers  to  consider  applications  for  in¬ 
crease,  and  such  increases  as  allowed  will  be 
applied  only  on  the  first  day  of  each  month. 

Operators  along  the  Norfolk  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  continue  to  complain  at  the  orders  putting 
an  embargo  on  loaded  cars  held  in  yards.  The 
new  limit  is  twenty-four  hours,  which,  it  is  con¬ 
tended.  imposes  a  hardship.  Last  March  the 
company  granted  an  allowance  of  four  days. 
Efforts  to  modify  the  order  will  be  made  liy 
representatives  of  the  operators. 

Along  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  there  are  no  new 
regulations,  although  the  company  is  doing  all  it 
can  to  expedite  traffic  and  lessen  the  congestion, 
which,  of  late,  has  been  notable. 

Complaints  Over  Car  Scarcity. 

The  complaint  over  car  scarcity  continues  with¬ 
out  interruption  and  coal  men  still  say  their  out¬ 
put  has  to  be  governed  accordingly.  The  mar¬ 
ket  is  reported  good  in  all  lines  of  coal. 

The  last  statement  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio, 
for  the  month  of  July,  shows  a  handling  of  al¬ 
most  700,000  tons,  an  increase  of  over  44,000 
tons  compared  with  July,  1905,  but  there  was  a 
falling  off  in  coke  of  about  twelve  per  cent. 

The  new  Coal  River  railroad,  a  .short  line  in 
the  Kanawha  region,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio.  The  purchase  agreement 
calls  for  an  extension  aggregating  fifty  miles  in 
order  to  develop  valuable  coal  properties. 

John  Nugent,  the  state  miners’  head,  and  one 
of  the  miners’  representatives  named  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Dawson  to  serve  on  the  composite  com¬ 
mission  to  revise  the  mining  laws,  has  thrown  up 
the  job,  stating  that  he  could  not  accord  with  the 
attitude  of  the  operators’  representatives,  and  he 
talks  of  presenting  a  minority  report  to  the  legis¬ 
lature.  Mr.  Nugent  seemed  to  think  that  the 
operators  would  not  agree  to  certain  kinds  of  oil 
being  used  in  the  mines,  and  he  talks  vaguely 
about  opposition  to  protection  for  the  miners. 
Notwithstanding  his  lly-up  the  rest  of  the  com¬ 
mission  will  go  ahead  and  bv  the  eighteenth  of 
next  month  formulate  their  report.  Hearing  will 
be  given  to  all  interests  and  will  consume  sev¬ 
eral  days. 

Several  New  Enterprises  Announced. 

New  enterprises  continue  to  be  formed  for  de¬ 
velopment  in  Raleigh  county.  T  he  Miners’  Mu¬ 
tual  Co.  has  been  organized  with  $50,000  capi¬ 
tal  by  Raleigh  men,  but  they  are  to  operate  in  the 
Clinch  valley  region  of  Virginia. 

The  Gallego  Coal  &  Land,  an  Ohio  corporation, 
has  leased  over  20,000  acres  on  the  Clear  fork 
of  Coal  river,  in  Raleigh  county,  and  on  Cabin 
creek,  in  Kanawha  county,  and  will  immediately 
begin  development. 

The  Lilly-Hume  Smokeless  Co.  will  open  mines 
near  Dugout,  Raleigh  county.  I  lie  Bracken 
Creek  Coal  Land  Co.  has  purchased  4,.500  acres 
apparently  for  investment  in  the  same  region. 

Everett  Leftwich,  who  recently  sold  his  inter¬ 
ests  in  the  Buffalo  Colliery  Co.,  has  joined  with 
others  in  buying  the  Rawl  Coal  &  Coke  property, 
in  Mingo  county,  and  it  is  said  they  are  also  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  purchase  of  seven  thousand  acres  in 
the  Pocahontas  field. 

E.  H.  Henderson,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Norton  Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  an  ex¬ 
tensive  visit  to  California.  Webb  J.,  Willetts, 
another  member  of  the  company,  accompanied 
him. 

The  Koontz  mines,  in  Wheeling,  have  finally 
signed  the  scale,  after  a  struggle  since  .\pril.  the 
first  to  sign  in  the  Panhandle  counties  of  West 
Virginia. 

Organizers  from  the  Ohio  field  have  estab¬ 
lished  headquarters  in  Wheeling  to  conduct  mis¬ 
sionary  work  in  the  Panhandle  territory. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 
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Kansas  Citv,  Mo.,  September  27. — (Special 
Correspondence. J — A  picking  up  in  tlic  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  Southwestern  district  has  become  ap¬ 
parent  in  the  last  week.  'I'lie  indications  point  to 
a  very  busy  fall,  d'he  coal  dealers,  both  wholesale 
and  retail,  have  begun  to  revive  from  the  leth¬ 
argy,  occasioned  by  the  dull  summer  season  and 
are  predicting  large  profits  from  the  business  of 
the  next  few  months.  'I'he  prices  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  trade  are  a  little  hit  higher  than  they  were 
at  this  time  last  year  except  in  slack. 

l•'rom  southwestern  Kansas  and  the  Arkansas 
semi-anthracite  districts  come  reports  of  a  most 
encouraging  business ;  it  is  said  to  he  greater  even 
than  in  any  former  year  at  this  time.  Tn  Texas, 
also,  the  coal  husiness  is  picking  up  in  a  wonder¬ 
fully  rapid  manner.  All  dealers  who  trade  in  that 
state  comment  on  this  fact.  The  increase  is 
chiefly  due,  of  course,  to  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  oil  supply  is  diminishing  in  the  state. 

General  Improvement  in  Business. 

With  the  retail  trade  also  the  increase  in  husi¬ 
ness  has  been  most  manifest.  October  should  be 
a  banner  month.  Many  consumers  have  been 
holding  off  from  buying  their  winter  supply  of 
coal  in  the  expectation  that  the  natural  gas 
ciuestion  will  soon  he  settled  and  that  before  the 
cold  days  set  in  gas  will  have  been  installed  for 
heating  purposes.  However,  this  hope  seems 
to  be  in  vain  for  the  city  council  seems  no  nearer 
a  settlement  of  the  c[uestion  than  it  was  several 
months  ago.  In  the  last  few  days  large  quantites 
of  semi-anthracite  have  been  sold  at  $5.50  a  ton. 
The.  Arkansas  anthracite  for  furnace  use  is  sell¬ 
ing  at  about  seven  dollars  a  ton  and  bituminous 
coal  at  from  $3.75  to  $4  a  ton.  These  prices 
average  about  fifty  cents  higher  than  the  prices 
at  this  time  last  season. 

Already  complaints  are  being  made  of  a  short¬ 
age  of  cars  in  the  southwestern  Kansas  and  Ar¬ 
kansas  district  and  dealers  are  expecting  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  when  the  rush  begins  next  month, 
'fhe  railroads,  that  is  most  of  tliem,  are  giving 
the  same  stereotyped  excuse :  They  say  that 
many  of  the  cars  are  in  the  repair  shops  and  that 
that  is  the  reason  for  the  shortage.  Not  one  of 
the  railroads  is  moving  the  coal  cars  as  rapidly 
as  it  should.  In  order  to  rush  through  the  per¬ 
ishable  stuff  they  are  sidetracking  coal  cars  to 
move  them  at  their  convenience.  It  is  believed 
among  coal  men  that  railroads  do  not  anticipate 
the  coal  business  next  month  will  be  exception¬ 
ally  large  and  that  therefore  they  are  not  making 
the  proper  preparations.  North  Missouri  also 
reports  trouble  from  a  shortage  of  cars. 

Interesting  food  for  gossip  among  coal  men 
developed  here  last  week  when  it  was  announced 
that  Archie  K.  Craig  had  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Shoal  Creek  Coal  Co.,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Craig 
resigned  as  vice-president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Sheridan  Coal  Co.  to  become  the  general 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Sept.  27. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Deep  interest  is  manifested  in  the 
efforts  of  the  Indiana  Railway  Commissio.n  to  com¬ 
pel  the  coal  carrying  railroads  to  furnish  operat¬ 
ors  with  plenty  of  cars  to  take  care  of  their  busi¬ 
ness.  'I'he  investigation  started  at  Terre  Haute 
last  Friday,  when  the  commission  heard  the  testi- 
mo.ny  of  a  dozen  or  so  operators  and  dealers  and 
representatives  of  the  various  railroads  centered 
there,  is  being  continued  and,  according  to  an  an¬ 
nouncement  made  at  the  commission’s  officce  to¬ 
day,  will  be  continued  until  conditions  are  better 
and  the  members  of  the  coal  trade  get  a  square 
deal. 

'I'he  commission  has  already  accomplished  some 
good,  as  the  Big  Four  has  put  on  two  or  three 
engines  with  train  crews  to  break  the  blockade 
at  'I'erre  Haute.  Many  cars  have  been  moved  and 
the  situation  is  slightly  improved.  'I'he  prospects 
are  brighter  than  they  were  a  few  days  ago,  but 
they  arc  not  anything  too  bright  yet.  'I'he  operat¬ 
ors,  as  a  rule,  however,  have  confidence  in  the 
abilitj'  of  the  commission  to  force  the  railrottd 


manager  of  the  Illinois  Co.  He  had  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  .Sheridan  people  for  three  years 
and  had  been  in  the  coal  business  in  this  district 
for  fifteen  or  twenty  years. 

A  change  has  also  been  announced  in  the  Bolen- 
Darnall  Coal  Co.  W.  'I'.  Iwlwards,  who  has  rep¬ 
resented  that  company  for  some  time  in  Okla¬ 
homa,  has  been  promoted  to  the  office  of  general 
sales  agent  with  headiiuartcrs  in  Kansas  City. 

.Labor  Disagreements  and  Adjustments. 

Reports  of  trouble  in  the  different  districts, 
made  to  the  office  of  the  Southwestern  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  in  the  last  few  dajs,  have 
been  of  only  minor  importance.  It  is  understood 
that  most  of  the  districts  are  unusually  peaceful. 
'I'he  reference  board  of  tbe  coal  operators  and 
miners  of  the  Southwestern  district  have  finished 
their  session  here.  'I'he  board  agreed  to  disagree 
on  more  points  than  it  agreed  on.  It  was  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  operators  that  some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  were  wrong  in  refusing  to  permit  the 
check-weighmen  to  go  upon  the  tipple,  which  in¬ 
terpreted  means  that  thev  were  not  allowed  to 
make  an  intelligent  and  equitable  record  of  weights 
of  coal  mined. 

It  was  agreed  during  the  session  that  mine 
foremen  could  not  take  the  places  of  regular 
day  men  except  in  cases  of  extreme  necessity. 
The  main  points  of  disagreement  were  on  the 
interpretation  of  the  contract  as  to  penalizing 
miners  and  operators  respectively  for  causing 
mines  to  be  shut  down  and  in  the  matter  of  the 
right  of  the  companies  to  hire  or  discharge  men. 
'Fhe  miners  claim  that  under  the  contract  the 
companies  cannot  discharge  men  already  em¬ 
ployed  except  for  justifiable  reasons;  that  is, 
reasons  satisfactory  to  miners.  The  companies 
claim  that  they  may  discharge  any  man  whom 
they  do  not  wish  in  their  employ.  As  to  hiring 
men,  the  companies  claim  that  after  a  man  has 
applied  for  work  no  other  man  shall  be  hired  un¬ 
til  after  the  previous  man  has  been  given  work. 
It  has  just  developed  that  men  apply,  who  are 
not  wanted  and  others  who  apply  subsequently 
are  hired.  The  miners  demand  that  all  who 
apply  shall  be  hired  if  needed,  giving  the  com¬ 
panies  no  right  to  discriminate  as  to  whom  they 
shall  hire. 

In  the  matter  of  penalizing  by  miners  and  op¬ 
erators  the  companies  claim  that  if  a  mine  is  shut 
down  through  the  fault  of  the  men  the  penalty 
of  fifty  cents  per  man  in  the  mine  shall  be  col¬ 
lected  for  each  man  on  the  rolls,  while  the  miners 
claim  that  it  should  be  collected  only  for  the 
men  at  fault.  Under  the  latter  interpretation  one 
or  two  men  could,  cause  a  mine  to  be  shut  down 
and  the  penalty  could  not  be  exacted  for  any  of 
the  others.  At  the  same  time  they  insist  upon 
the  operators  paying  one  dollar  each  for  all  men 
involved  if  the  operators  cause  a  shut  down. 


companies  to  “come  through”  with  sufficient  mo¬ 
tive  power  and  cars  to  move  the  coal  and  to  work 
in  harmony  so  that  there  will  not  be  another  bad 
blockade  for  sometime  at  least.  ‘ 

'I'he  commission  is  now  trying  to  induce  better 
relations  between  the  Big  Four  and  the  Southern 
Indiana.  It  has  had  Superintendent  Van  Winkle 
and  other  Big  Four  officials  and  J.  W.  Walsh  and 
some  of  his  Southern  Indiana  associates  before 
them  this  week,  trying  to  learn  wherein  the  cause 
of  the  trouble  lies.  The  commission  has  sub¬ 
mitted  a  proposition  to  the  roads  to  handle  some 
of  the  Southern  Indiana  coal  by  the  way  of  the 
Westport  junction  instead  of  trying  to  get  it  all 
to  the  market  by  the  way  of  'Ferre  Haute.  It  is 
believed  that  a  division  of  the  business  between 
Westport  and  Terre  Haute  would  help  matters 
greatly.  The  officials  of  the  two  companies  are 
now  considering  the  suggestion. 

'1  he  commission  yesterday  had  the  officials  of 
the  Central  Indiana  before  them.  'This  road  has 
a  terminal  at  Brazil  and  carries  considerable  coal 
to  Anderson,  Noblesvillc  and  other  points  in  the 


gas  belt.  The  investigation  at  Terre  Haute 
iirought  forth  statements  from  the  Evansville  & 
Ferre  Haute  and  Southern  Indiana  representa¬ 
tives  tending  to  show  that  the  Big  Four  has  dis¬ 
criminated  against  Indiana  coal  in  favor  of  Ohio 
and  West  Virginia  in  order  to  get  profits  from  a 
longer  haul. 

It  was  testified  that  the  Indiana  trade  is  being 
greatly  injured;  that  last  winter,  by  reason  of  the 
riiscrimination,  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  coal  used 
in  the  gas  belt  came  from  outside  the  state  and 
that  fifty  per  cent  of  the  coal  consumed  in  Indian- 
ajiolis  was  from  Ohio,  W'est  Virginia  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  It  was  also  predicted  that  Indiana  coal 
would  suffer  a  still  greater  loss  this  season  unless 
the  Big  Four  and  other  roads  carrying  coal  to 
the  Indianapolis  and  gas  belt  markets  furnish 
adequate  transportation  facilities  for  the  Indiana 
o])erators. 

Blockade  Causes  Loss  of  Big  Contracts. 

'Fhe  statements  'filed  by  the  Evansville  & 
'Ferre  Haute  and  Southern  Indiana  showed  that 
the  Indiana  operators  along  their  roads  have  been 
operating  only  two  days  a  week  because  of  the 
Terre  Haute  blockade.  The  extent  of  the  loss  to 
the  operators  may  be  estimated  from  the  testi¬ 
mony  of  E.  L.  Wolford  of  Linton,  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  United  Fourth  Vein  Coal  Co., 
who  said  that  because  of  the  Big  Four’s  embargo 
at  Terre  Haute  and  the  shortage  of  cars  his 
company  had  been  obliged  to  cancel  contracts 
for  twenty  thousand  tons  of  coal  sold  in  Indian¬ 
apolis  and  the  gas  belt.  His  company  was  sub¬ 
jected  to  large  losses  and  was  unable  to  solicit 
new  business.  The  Southern  Indiana,  he  de¬ 
clared,  had  lost  the  shipment  of  905  cars  con¬ 
signed  to  Indianapolis  and  the  gas  belt  between 
August  ninth  and  September  fifteenth,  because  of 
inability  to  get  cars  out  of  the  Terre  Haute 
yards.  His  company  had  been  compelled  to  buy 
coal  in  other  markets  to  apply  on  its  contracts. 
Other  operators  told  similar  stories. 

'Fhe  commission  has  demanded  that  the  roads 
make  every  effort  to  keep  the  blockade  broken. 
It  is  hopeful  that  conditions  will  grow  better  from 
now  on.  It  has  limited  power,  however,  and  the 
railroad  companies  may  succeed  in  doing  about 
as  they  please  for  a  while  longer.  It  is  very 
likely,  however,  that  the  legislature,  next  winter, 
will  strengthen  the  law  giving  the  commission 
all  the  power  it  might  need  to  force  the  roads 
to  do  business  right. 

Shortage  of  Supply  Stiffens  Prices. 

'Fhe  scarcity  of  cars  has  caused  a  shortage  in 
the  supply  that  has  been  attended  by  a  stiffening 
of  the  prices.  The  trade  is  now  better  than  it 
has  been  for  some  time.  A  good  winter  is  an¬ 
ticipated.  Nearly  all  of  the  operators  now  have 
more  orders  than  they  can  fill.  The  dealers  are 
getting  busy  and  are  red  hot  after  a  supply  for 
winter.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  operators  to 
go  out  after  orders.  There  is  very  little  demand 
0.11  the  retailers  for  domestic  coal,  as  the  con- 
sumers  have  not  needed  it,  but  good  business  is 
bound  to  come  later. 

'Fhe  prevailing  prices  at  the  mines  are  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Run-of-mine,  $1.15  to  $1.25;  four-inch 
lump.  $1.75;  one  and  a  quarter-inch  lump,  $1.60; 
screenings,  75  to  85  cents. 

Chesapeake  6r  Ohio  Shipments. 

'Fhe  coal  and  coke  shipments  over  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railroad  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  thirtieth,  with  comparisons  with  the  previous 
year,  are  given  in  tons  as  follows ; 


1906.  1905.  Increase. 

Coal  .  9,414.898  7,796.461  1,618,437 

Coke  . .  -  469,975  313,384  156,591 


Totals  .  9,884.873  8,109,845  1.775,028 


V 

It  is  advisable  in  many  cases  to  design  the 
couplings  for  mine  cars,  so  that  when  the  car  is 
tilted  for  dumping  at  the  tipple,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  break  its  connection  with  the  preceding  or 
following  car,  thus  allowing  the  connection  of 
the  train  with  the  motor  to  be  unbroken.  In  one 
instance  this  arrangement  is  accomplished  by  us¬ 
ing  couplings  consisting  of  three  links  and  an 
eye-bolt,  which  is  held  on  with  jam-nuts,  and 
the  shank  of  which  passes  through  the  upturned 
end  of  the  drawbar.  The  other  end  of  the  draw¬ 
bar  is  a  hook ;  the  eyebolt  acts  as  a  swivel. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


'I'he  path  of  the  “political”  coal  man  is  not 
always  strewn  with  roses. 

J.  D.  Barrett  of  the  Philadelphia  office  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  was  in  Chicago  on  business 
this  week. 

H.  D.  Brown,  formerly  one  of  the  most  well 
known  retail  dealers  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  was  a 
Chicago  visitor  last  week. 

W.  S.  Harman,  president  of  the  Harman  Coat 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  made  a  special  trip  to  some  of 
the  eastern  mines  this  week  in  the  interest  of 
his  company. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  manager  of  the  Chicago 
office  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  has  returned  from  a  tw'O  weeks’  vacation 
spent  in  the  Adirondacks. 

C.  J.  Bucher,  superintendent  of  the  West  Ken- 
tuckv  Coal  Co.,  of  Sturgis,  Ky.,  spent  a  part  of 
the  past  week  in  Chicago  purchasing  additional 
equipment  for  the  mines  of  his  company. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  president  of  the  Spring  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago,  is  m 
his  office  again,  refreshed  and  invigorated  by  a 
somewhat  extended  vacation  and  fishing  trip. 

H.  H.  Heiner  of  Columbus,  vice-president  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  has  been  making  an  ex¬ 
tensive  trip  through  the  northwest  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  his  company  and  on  his  way  home 
stopped  over  at  Chicago  on  Thursday  and  Friday 
of  this  week. 

Charles  R.  Price,  president  of  the  Charles  R. 
Price  Co.,  532  West  Forty-third  street,  Chicago, 
was  in  Chicago  last  week  for  a  few  days.  He 
is  in  bad  shape  physically,  so  it  is  said,  and  he 
returned  to  southern  California,  where  he  will 
spend  the  winter. 

H.  T.  Parmley,  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,_  w-as  in  Chi¬ 
cago  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this  week  buy¬ 
ing  coal  to  supply  his  winter  trade.  IHr.  Parmley 
is  not  only  a  retail  dealer  of  his  city,  but  is  also 
prominent  in  state  politics  and  at  present  holds 
the  office  of  warden  of  the  state  penitentiary. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railway  has  issued 
notice  to  shippers  that  the  special  summer  re¬ 
duced  rate  on  coal  shipments  from  mines  to  Lake 
Erie  for  forwarding  by  water  will  be  withdrawn 
on  October  fifteenth.  Similar  orders  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  follow  from  the  Kanawha  &  Western, 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  other  roads. 

The  Peabody  Coal  Co.  will  lay  out  a  mining 
town  midway  between  Pawnee  and  Taylorville, 
Ill.  The  company  operates  a  mine  at  Pawnee 
and  is  talking  of  securing  one  at  Taylorville. 
The  company  is  said  to  have  paid  out  about  a 
half  million  dollars  in  securing  coal  rights  mid¬ 
way  between  Taylorville  and  Pawnee  with  the 
view  of  sinking  two  new  mines. 

The  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth 
Building,  Chicago,  is  building  a  washery  at  Bis- 
sell.  Ill.,  in  the  Springfield  district.  1  he  washery 
will  have  a  daily  capacity  of  six  hundred  tons, 
and  it  will  draw  the  coal  from  the  Clear  Lake 
and  Spaulding  mines  of  this  company.  The 
plant  will  be  in  operation  about  January  first, 
1907. 

Talk  about  generosity!  If  it  is  more  blessed 
to  give  than  to  receive,  then  there  surely  ought 
to  be  a  reward  in  store  for  those  whole-hearted 
western  operators  who,  during  the  past  week, 
have  been  shipping  screenings  to  Chicago,  abso¬ 
lutely  giving  them  to  consumers,  and  then  for 
full  measure  of  generous  good  nature,  paying 
twenty  per  cent  of  the  freight  charges. 

The  Ingersoll-Rand  company  has  just  issued 
another  of  its  handsome  special  catalogues.  1  his 
one  is  entitled  “Rock  Drills  for  Alining.  I  umicl- 
ing.  Quarrying  and  General  Rock  Excavation 


and  makes  a  very  clear  and  complete  showing  of 
the  special  features  which  characterize  the  prod¬ 
uct  of  the  Ingersoll-Rand  company.  Copies  may 
he  obtained  from  any  of  the  company’s  offices. 

Creditors  of  Michael  Kuhiak,  bankrupt,  are 
hoping  for  a  dividend  on  October  third,  when 
there  will  be  a  hearing  before  Referee  in  Bank¬ 
ruptcy  Frank  L.  Wean,  6.37  Monadnock  Build¬ 
ing,  Chicago.  On  September  first  John  C.  Kar- 
man,  trustee,  filed  his  report  showing  $2,414.50 
on  hand.  Don’t  invest  in  any  automobiles  until 
you  find  out  how  large  a  percentage  you  will  get 
on  your  claim. 

E.  S.  Van  Sant,  vice-president  and  secretary  of 
the  Globe  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  returned  from 
a  business  trip  to  Columbus  and  other  points  in 
the  Hocking  valley.  As  a  result  of  personal  ob¬ 
servation  and  inquiry  Mr.  Van  Sant  is  able  to 
confirm  to  the  fullest  extent  all  that  has_  been 
said  regarding  the  intensity  of  the  car  famine  in 
that  field  and  the  slight  probability  of  any  im¬ 
provement  for  many  weeks  to  come. 

A  speaker  in  the  Rock  River  Conference  of 
the  Alethodist  church  having  made  some  rather 
pointedly  derogatory  remarks  about  the  morality 
of  mining  towns  in  this  state.  Elder  James  Rowe, 
of  the  Joliet  district,  aroused  much  enthusiasm 
by  taking  up  the  cudgels  in  their  defense,  saying, 
among  other  things,  that  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  is 
“only  one-half  mile  from  heaven.”  As  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.  are  just 
about  that  distance  from  the  town  named  the 
inference  is  obvious. 

W.  J.  Freeman  and  E.  L.  Wolford,  of  Lin¬ 
ton,  Ind.,  the  former  general  superintendent  of 
the  Green  Valley  Coal  Co.,  and  the  latter  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  United  Fourth  Vein 
Coal  Co.,  were  callers  at  the  office  of  The  Black 
Diamond  on  Thursday.  Apart  from  the  diffi¬ 
culty  with  the  Big  Four  railroad,  which  they 
regard  as  seriously  detrimental  to  the  interests 
of  Indiana  operators,  they  seem  inclined  to  be 
quite  optimistic  and  expect  a  prosperous  fall 
trade  for  the  mines  of  the  Indiana  field. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Chicago,  hut  espe¬ 
cially  those  who  have  yards  on  the  north  side,  are 
very  much  wrought  up  over  the  abrogation  of  the 
reciprocal  switching  agreement  between  the  east¬ 
ern  railroads  and  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
and  Chicago,  Alilwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  which  has 
been  replaced  by  a  new  tariff  to  take  effect  Octo¬ 
ber  first.  The  matter  has  been  taken  up  by  the 
Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  which  has  ap¬ 
pointed  committees  to  confer  with  the  railway 
officials  and  if  possible  secure  modifications. 

The  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Railroad  Co. 
has  issued  a  general  order  which  reads :  “To 
all  agents  :  Please  call  on  the  coal  dealers  and 
consumers  and  advise  them  that  the  shortage  of 
coal  in  the  northwest  will,  without  doubt,  result 
in  greatly  increasing  the  demand,  and  solicit  them 
to  order  their  supply  at  once  and  to  also  solicit 
their  customers  to  fill  their  bins.  We  are  riot 
only  threatened  with  shortage  of  coal,  but  with 
the  demand  made  upon  us  for  equipment,  to  go 
further  away,  so  that  we  may  also  have  a  short¬ 
age  of  cars.” 

The  Zeigler  Coal  Co.’s  Mine  at  Zeigler,  HI., 
is  shut  down  temporarily  owing  to  fire  which 
started  on  September  twenty- fourth.  Large 
heaps  of  slack  within  the  mine  seem  to  have  be¬ 
come  ignited,  presumably  from  spontaneous  com¬ 
bustion.  Alorton  Otis,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
company,  left  immediately  for  Zeigler,  and  the 
extent  of  the  damage  will  not  be  known  until 
he  returns.  Before  he  started  he  stated  the 
reports  he  had  received  from  the  general  super¬ 
intendent  indicated  that  the  shut-down  would  he 
of  short  duration. 


The  Lincoln-Springlield  Coal  Co.,  whose  Chi¬ 
cago  offices  are  located  in  the  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  has  heretofore  confined  its  business  almost 
exclusively  to  the  marketing  of  the  output  from 
its  own  mines.  This  company  is  now,  however, 
making  a  new  departure,  having  this  week  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  yard  of  the  Parradee  Storage  & 
Teaming  Co.,  on  the  Illinois  Central  railway  at 
South  Chicago,  possession  to  be  given  October 
first.  Commencing  with  that  date  the  Lincoln- 
Springficld  Coal  Co.  therefore  will  be  prepared  to 
supply  consumers  at  retail  in  that  section  with 
all  the  leading  descriptions  of  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coals. 

C.  C.  Hawkins  &  Son,  retail  dealers  on  the 
south  side  in  Chicago,  make  a  specialty  of  ad¬ 
vertising  their  business  by  attractive  and  striking 
dressing  of  the  windows  at  their  office.  205 
East  Thirty-fifth  street.  The  central  feature  just  . 
at  present  is  a  pile  of  fine-looking  lump  coal  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  placard  on  which  is  a  picture  of  a 
hill,  upon  the  top  of  which  three  donkeys 
are  standing.  The  accompanying  inscription  is 
“Anyone  guessing  the  name  of  this  coal  cor¬ 
rectly  from  this  sign  can  have  2,000  pounds  deliv¬ 
ered  for  $4.”  As  the  words  “for  $4”  are  in  very 
small  letters  the  joke  is  very  often  on  people 
who  call  for  a  free  ton. 

The  introduction  of  electricity  in  western  coal¬ 
mining  operations  has  become  so  extensive  that 
the  Akron  Electrical  Manufacturing  Co.,  of 
,A.kron,  Ohio,  has  made  arrangements  with  Ira 
E.  Stevens,  the  “machinery  man”  in  the  Old  Col¬ 
ony  Building,  Chicago,  to  manage  its  sales  in 
this  section.  The  Akron  company  has  for  some 
time  made  a  specialty  of  generators  and  motors 
especially  adapted  for  use  in  and  around  mines, 
and  the  fact  that  Air.  Stevens  has  been  selected 
to  push  the  business  in  his  territory  is  compli¬ 
mentary  to  both  Air.  Stevens  and  the  Akron 
company.  The  former  is  a  well-known  advocate 
of  high  grade  up-to-date  equipment,  and  the 
combination  will  no  doubt  prove  a  merited  suc¬ 
cess. 

Wellington  O’Connor,  president  of  the  United 
Aline  Workers  in  Indiana,  is  working  hard  to 
organize  a  campaign  among  the  miners  and  other 
labor  unions  of  the  state,  the  purpose  of  which 
is  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  legislature 
for  the  enactment  of  stringent  laws  requiring 
that  all  miners  intending  to  work  in  the  mines  of 
Indiana  shall  first  pass  a  rigid  examination  as 
to  their  fitness  and  receive  a  certificate  of  profi¬ 
ciency.  The  ostensible  purpose  of  the  movement 
is  to  secure  greater  safety  as  regards  accidents, 
but  if  such  a  law  is  enacted,  great  care  should 
be  taken  to  frame  it  in  such  a  way  that  it  will 
not  become  an  additional  wcaiion  in  the  hands 
of  the  miners  for  use  in  coercing  their  employers. 
The  experience  of  the  Pennsylvania  operators 
with  the  anthracite  miners'  certificate  law  is 
sufficient  warning  in  this  respect. 

Harry  Van  .Auken,  while  spending  a  well- 
earned  rest  in  the  Cook  county  jail,  naively  re¬ 
marked  to  the  reporter  for  a  Chicago  newspaper : 
“If  you  wish  to  know  who  1  am  ask  any  coal 
man  on  Dearborn  street ;  they  all  know  me.' 
Right  you  are,  Harry,  and  their  acquaintance 
cost  them  from  live  to  fifty  dollars  eacli.  \  an 
■Auken  put  a  sliding  scale  in  operation  wlien  lie 
desired  to  raise  a  loan.  .A  retailer  would  get 
off  at  five  dollars,  a  jobber  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  dollars,  while  an  operator  would  be 
taxed  about  fifty  dollars.  1  he  greatest  mistake 
this  genius  made  was  in  picking  out  the  coal 
trade  for  his  operations,  lie  should  have  made 
the  steel  or  oil  business  his  specia'ty.  W  ith  ;i 
U  w  Carnegies  and  Rockefellers  to  work  on  there 
is  no  telling  how  successful  he  might  have  he 
Come,  as  he  was  undoubtedlv  an  arti-t  in  his  line. 
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Mach  prospective  party  to  any  agreement  has  to  consider,  not  only  the 
Ijroader  (luestion,  Ilow  will  this  affect  the  trade?  but  also  the  nearer 
question,  How  will  this  affect  my  business  or  that  of  my  company?  This 
latter  question,  also,  divides  into  two,  namely  as  to  effect  upon  immediate 
profits  and  effect  in  the  long  run. 

We  have  said  enough  to  indicate  that  the  problem  is  Ixith  complex  and 
intricate.  I'ortunately  the  question  is  not  yet  before  the  house  for  de¬ 
termination.  T  he  present  district  and  state  agreements  have  a  year  and  a 
half  to  run.  There  is  amide  time  for  deliberation.  But,  the  question,  while 
not  before  the  house,  is  on  the  calendar.  It  will  be  reached  in  due  time, 
and  then  will  have  to  be  determined.  It  is  well  therefore  that  even  thus 
early  the  subject  has  been  brought  up,  and  operators  reminded  of  it,  in  order 
that  with  ample  deliberateness  the  answer  may  be  wi.sely  determined  when 
the  question  at  last  presses  for  decision. 
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Jl  Many-Sided  Question. 

By  expressing  the  hope  that  there  may  be  a  renewal  of  the  joint  inter¬ 
state  agreement  lictween  the  operators  and  miners  in  the  central  competitive 
state  in  the  bituminous  coal  fields,  the  national  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  has  started  anew  the  discussions  which  preceded 
and  followed  the  rupture  of  the  old  joint  agreement  last  spring. 

Advices  from  Pittsburg,  where  utterance  of  the  hope'  was  given,  indi¬ 
cate  great  reticence  on  the  part  of  operators  when  asked  to  give  their  views 
as  to  the  wisdom  or  feasibility  of  renewing  the  agreement.  This  is  but 
natural,  for  the  question  is  too  many-sided  to  admit  of  a  snap  judgment. 
For  one  thing,  there  is  opportunity  for  great  divergence  of  opinion,  as  to 
the  bearing  and  effect  which  such  an  agreement  has  upon  the  interests  of 
the  trade  as  a  whole.  There  are  three  methods  of  dealing  with  organized 
labor :  first  the  old  fashioned  go-as-you-please  method  of  each  operation 
or  company  fighting  it  out  with  its  own  employes;  next  negotiation 
and  agreement  by  districts,  large  or  small;  and  finally,  discussion  of 
differences  and  arrival  at  a  settlement  under  an  arrangement  whereby  the 
operators  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  miners  on  the  other  hand,  of  all  the 
important  bituminous  fields  merged  their  interests  and  their  grievances  for 
the  common  good.  .^11  three  of  these  methods  have  been  tried  in  succession,  and 
as  a  result  of  the  rupture  of  the  joint  interstate  agreement  last  spring,  .the 
second  method  is  now  on  trial  again.  In  the  record  of  experiences  and  re¬ 
sults  under  these  different  methods  there  is  abundant  material  for  much 
careful,  deliberate  thought  and  dispassionate  discussion.  Both  of  these — 
the  thought  and  the  discussion — should  precede  the  framing  of  a  final  judg¬ 
ment  as  to  which  method  is  best  for  the  interest  of  the  coal  trade  at  large 
and  for  the  general  business  interests  of  the  country. 

But  when  all  that  is  said  and  done,  but  one  side  has  been  considered. 


Jtn  Unwarranted  Stifling  of  Industry. 

Investigation  made  by  the  Indiana  State  Railway  Commission  has  brought 
out  some  very  significant  facts  regarding  the  disheartening  condition  of 
affairs  forced  upon  many  of  the  operators  of  that  state  by  the  Big  Four 
railroad.  The  most  natural  market  for  Indiana  coal  is  Indianapolis  and  the 
gas  belt  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state.  .\  large  percentage  of  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  this  trade  originates  on  the  lines  of  the  Southern  Indiana  and 
Ifvansville  &  Terre  Haute  railroads  which  haul  it  to  Terre  Haute  whence 
it  is  forwarded  to  destination  over  the  Big  Four. 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  the  operators  have  no  complaint  as 
regards  service  rendered  by  the  two  originating  roads,  but  that  the  Big 
Four  makes  scarcely  more  than  a  pretence  of  trying  to  handle  the  business 
properly,  and  judging  from  their  words,  so  far  as  indicated  by  any  actions, 
it  looks  as  if  the  railway  officials  are  absolutely  indifferent  to  the  needs 
of  these  shippers.  The  statement  made  by  the  general  superintendent  held 
out  no  hope  whatever  to  the  Indiana  operators  on  these  north  and  south 
connecting  lines  of  their  being  able  to  get  into  their  natural  markets  for 
an  indefinite  period,  at  least  not  this  winter.  In  explanation  of  existing 
conditions  the  same  official  said ;  “T  will  admit  that  we  are  short  of  motive 
power  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  coal  shipments  offered,  but  if  we 
transfer  engines  from  other  divisions  it  will  mean  congestion  on  these 
divisions.  We  are  to  receive  twenty  new  engines  in  October,  but  I  can 
not  see  that  the  effect  so  far  as  coal  shipments  are  concerned  will  be  any¬ 
thing  more  than  temporary.  There  is  business  to  load  down  every  one  of  them.’’ 

This  statement  sounded  plausible,  but  was  made  to  look  very  much  like 
a  bluff  by  the  general  superintendent  of  the  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute, 
who  stated  that  three  coal  trains  a  day  to  Indianapolis  would  absolutely 
relieve  tlie  congestion,  and  offered  to  lease  engines  to  the  Big  Four  for  this 
purpose,  an  offer  which  the  representative  of  the  Big  Four  flatly  rejected 
with  the  statement  that  while  his  road  would  gladly  accept  the  engines  for 
general  service  it  would  not  stand  for  any  restriction  to  the  coal  service 
In  other  words,  it  would  accept  the  outside  help,  but  would  not  promise  to 
put  it  to  the  use  for  which  it  was  offered. 

The  position  in  which  the  Big  Four  has  placed  itself  is  not  a  creditable 
one.  The  situation  is  well  characterized  by  J.  C.  Kolse.m,  president  of  the 
Jackson  Hill  Coal  Co.,  and  also  of  the  Indiana  Operators’  .\ssociation,  who 
says :  “I  think  the  testimony  of  the  different  railroad  men  and  especially 
that  given  by  officers  of  the  Big  Four  conclusively  indicates  the  existence 
of  one  of  two  things — poor  management,  or,  a  determination  not  to  move 
Indiana  coal  jn  quantity  into  our  natural  markets  which  are  being  invaded 
freel}'  by  eastern  coals.” 

Either  of  the  alternatives  suggested  by  Mr.  Kolsem  would  be  a  dis¬ 
grace  to  the  responsible  officials,  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  can  escape 
from  the  dilemma.  If  the  trouble  is  due  to  poor  management,  some  lopping 
off  of  official  heads  is  sorely  needed.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  industry  is 
being  deliberately  stifled  for  the  sake  of  the  longer  haul  from  more  remote 
fields,  the  offense  ought  to  be  made  criminal  if  it  is  not  so  already. 

Unless  there  are  extenuating  circumstances  which  have  not  yet  been 
brought  out,  the  case  against  the  railroad  would  seem  to  be  a  clear 
one  calling  for  the  most  drastic  action  which  the  statutes  will  permit  the 
state  commission  to  take.  Unfortunately  the  opposition  of  the  railroads  at 
the  time  the  commission  was  created  two  years  ago.  was  so  effective  that 
its  powers  are  very  limited,  so  that  it  is  feared  that  the  commission  will 
be  unable  to  enforce  the  necessary  remedial  measures.  However,  the  com¬ 
missioners  seem  inclined  to  do  everything  in  their  power.  Unfortunately  also 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  power  of  the  federal  courts  can  be  invoked  as 
the  bulk  of  the  business  involved  is  not  interstate  in  character.  If  the 
present  state  law  proves  ineffective  it  would  be  difficult  for  the  Indiana 
operators’  association  to  find  a  more  timely  and  important  work  than  the 
prosecution  of  a  vigorous  campaign  to  secure  from  the  legislature  this 
winter  such  amendments  to  the  law  as  will  enable  the  railway  commission 
to  protect  the  great  industries  of  the  state  from  such  pettiness  and  injustice. 
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Sampling  of  Coal  and  Classification  of  Analytical  Data. 

By  Jl.  Bement,  Consulting  Engineer  Peabody  Coal  Co. 


If  a  history  of  the  sample  of  coal  were  given 
with  the  results  of  the  analysis,  it  would  be  of 
great  service,  and  if  this  becomes  standard  prac¬ 
tice,  one  would  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  more  definite 
conclusion  as  to  what  an  analysis  represented. 
It  is  very  often  the  case  that  the  chemist  analyzes 
a  sample  stated  to  be  representative  of  a  certain 
mine,  seam,  locality  or  kind  of  coal,  and  yet 
knows  nothing  regarding  its  selection ;  the  re¬ 
sult  is,  that  he  may  present  a  report  that  is  er¬ 
roneous,  because  the  sample  may  have  been  a 
picked  one,  better  than  is  possible  with  the  aver¬ 
age  product.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  it  may 
be  an  inferior  one,  with  the  result  that  in  each 
case  the  chemist’s  work  does  not  appear  to  the 
best  advantage.  A  comparison  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  analyses  of  what  is  presumably  the  same 
coal  will  show  a  most  confusing  series  of  results 
that  can  not  be  explained  by  any  assumption  that 
the  analytical  methods  differ.  Many  of  the  com¬ 
positions  given,  particularly  in  engineering  text¬ 
books,  are  from  analyses  of  coal  used  in  boiler 
trials,  and  as  it  is  quite  often  the  case  that  selected 
fuel  is  used,  it  results  in  a  value  unduly  high  be¬ 
ing  assigned  to  the  coal  by  those  who  do  not 
know  the  source  of  the  sample. 

Often  samples  are  taken  from  a  seam  in  mines 
and  presented  as  representing  the  coal  shipped 
to  the  consumer,  when  the  more  exact  method 
would  be  to  sample  the  product  loaded  for  ship¬ 
ment.  Or,  again,  a  seam  may  be  sampled  without 
it  being  stated  whether  the  object  was  to  deter¬ 
mine  its  entire  composition,  or  that  portion  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  taken  for  shipment.  It  is  the  author’s 
opinion  that  the  sampling  is  as  important  as  the 
analysis,  and  that  the  person  receiving  results 
of  analysis  sohuld  insist  on  a  statement  giving 
the  history  and  description  of  the  sample,  and 
that  the  chemist  would  advance  his  interests  by 
insisting  on  a  full  statement  when  practicable.  At 
all  events,  if  those  who  receive  reports  of  analyses 
would  use  discretion  in  accepting  results  in  the 
absence  of  such  history  and  description  of  the 
sample,  it  would  tend  to  the  avoidance  of  con¬ 
fusion  and  compel  better  practice. 

Importance  of  Better  Sampling  Methods. 

Not  only  the  interests  of  the  consumer  and 
purchaser  demands  better  sampling  methods,  but 
the  matter  is  of  even  greater  importance  to  the 
dealer  or  producer.  Assuming  the  heating  power 
of  semi-bituminous  coal  at  14,000  B.  T.  _U.  as  a 
maximum  value  for  coal,  and  screenings  or 
“slack”  at  9,000  B.  T.  U.  as  a  minimum  value, 
and  that  an  unscrupulous  dealer  should  substi¬ 
tute  the  latter  for  the  former  fuel,  the  purchaser 
would  be  the  loser  by  36  per  cent.  This  would 
represent  the  maximum  opportunity  for  the  dealer 
to  defraud  the  purchaser,  because  the  coal  pro¬ 
ducer  would  not  cause  the  miners  to  add  dirt  to 
the  fuel  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  quantity, 
for  the  reason  that  he  would  have  to  pay  more 
for  mining  rock  and  clay  than  for  coal.  Thus  the 


producer,  dealing  with  large  quantities,  can  not 
afford  to  purposely  adulterate  his  goods.  TJie 
unscrupulous  purchaser,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
the  preparation  of  a  sample — a  very  small  quan¬ 
tity — is  not  limrted  by  reason  of  cost  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  foreign  matter  taken,  even  to  the  total 
exclusion  of  combustible,  but  assuming  a  com¬ 
position  of  ninety  per  cent  foreign  matter,  the 
seller  may  be  the  loser  by  eighty-nine  per  cent. 
Thus  by  carrying  these  considerations  to  their 
maximum  ranges,  there  appears  the  possibility 
of  greater  variation  in  the  quality  of  the  sample 
than  in  the  fuel  supply. 

The  sampling  is  fully  as  important,  should  be 
conducted  under  as  reliable  auspices,  and  safe¬ 
guarded  as  much  as  the  analysis. 

Determination  of  Volatile  Matter. 

'J'he  author  considers  it  most  desirable  and 
necessary  that  a  more  reliable  method  of  vola¬ 
tilization  be  adopted.  The  chemist  finds  volatile 
matter  in  coke  which  has  been  some  days  at  a 
considerable  temperature  in  an  oven.  From  this 
it  may  be  concluded  that  an  important  interval 
of  time  and  a  high  temperature  are  essential  to 
the  operation,  but  with  present  practice,  if  heat¬ 
ing  is  continued  beyond  a  certain  unknown  in¬ 
terval,  the  combustion  of  fixed  carbon  becomes 
greater  in  amount  than  that  of  the  unexpelled 
volatile  matter.  For  this  reason  it  appears  neces¬ 
sary  to  effect  volatilization  in  an  inert  atmosphere 
that  distillation  may  be  more  effective  and  with¬ 
out  combustion  of  fixed  carbon.  The  most  that 
has  been  expected  from  the  best  established 
method  is  that  it  gives  “concordant”  results.  It 
is  the  author’s  conviction,  however,  that  such  re¬ 
sults  are  neither  concordant  nor  correct,  and  he 
is  now  disposed  to  advocate  the  use  of  hydrogen 
as  an  inert  atmosphere  rather  than  nitrogen,  be¬ 
cause  of  its  greater  simplicity  of  production  and 
purification. 

Forms  of  Analysis  and  Relative  Composition. 

The  engineer  requires  the  relative  composition 
of  the  moist  and  dry  coal,  and  what  is  often  er¬ 
roneously  called  the  combustible,  to  be  stated, 
while  it  is  more  often  the  practice  of  the  chemist 
to  present  only  the  constituents  and  values  of  the 
moist  coal.  For  reasons  given  later,  it  will_  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  engineer’s  requirements  are  justified, 
therefore  such  demands  are  recognized  and  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  following  treatment. 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  proximate  analysis, 
it  is  useful  to  consider  coal  in  four  divisions,  and 
the  relation  is  illustrated  by  the  following  three 
equations : 

1.  Fixed  carbon  1  f  Water  of  com-  f 

Hydrocarbons  position  >-=Pure  coal. 

.Sulphur  J  L  Nitrogen  J 

2.  Pure  coal  -f  ash  =  Dry  coal. 

3.  Dry  coal  +  moisture  =  Moist  coal. 

The  combination  designated  “water  of  composi¬ 
tion”  is  proposed  by  Parr.  Following  this  scheme 
the  author  has  adopted  the  arrangement  presented 


in  tables  1  and  II,  wherein  the  moist,  dry,  pure 
coal  and  combustible  compositions  arc  given.  .-Xs 
shown,  three  divisions  or  analyses  are  presented, 
namely,  usual  proximate,  what  the  author  desig¬ 
nates  as  an  extended  proximate,  and  an  ultimate 
analysis  of  the  pure  coal,  the  elements  being  also 
presented  in  the  other  columns  at  their  respective 
values,  ’flic  authirr  is  indebted  to  C.  II.  Mc¬ 
Clure  for  the  classification  in  the  three  latter  di¬ 
visions.  It  is  not  the  author’s  intention  to  pro¬ 
pose  methods  for  analysis,  but  to  offer  a  system 
of  classification  which  will  display  relative  values 
of  different  coal  compositions,  as  shown  in  Tables 
1  and  II,  and  while  these  tables  are  sufficient  in 
thenfsclves  to  illustrate  the  pro])osition.  it  is  well 
to  present  the  source  of  the  data  used  in  compil¬ 
ing  them,  which  represents  two  coal  seams  in 
Illinois. 

The  analytical  work  consisted  of  the  usual  prox¬ 
imate  analysis,  and  the  determination  of  total 
carbon  according  to  Parr.  Sulphur  and  nitrogen 
were  separately  obtained.  .Xvailable  hydrogen  is 

Total  Carbon — Fixed  Carbon 

calculated  by - •,  the 

5 

value  for  fixed  carbon  being  obtained  by  the  usual 
proximate  analysis.  This  hydrogen  ratio  was  pro¬ 
posed  for  Illinois  coals  by  Parr,  and  is  considered 
to  be  a  constant,  and  its  determination  required 
analyses  wherein  carbon  and  hydrogen  were  ob¬ 
tained  by  combustion,  but  it  may  also  be  deter- 
o 

mined  by  11 - It  is  not  the  author’s  object 

8. 

to  propose  the  acceptance  of  Parr’s  method  of 
determining  available  hydrogen,  but  to  insist  upon 
recognition  and  presentation  of  the  inert  matter 
in  the  pure  coal,  for  which  there  is  as  much 
reason  as  with  that  other  inert  matter,  namely, 
the  ash.  In  fact,  as  the  determination  of  avail¬ 
able  hydrogen  is  dependent  on  his  ratio,  which 
is  of  itself  dependent  on  an  ultimate  analysis, 
and  as  it  is  considered  as  a  constant,  it  might 
be  best  to  establish  such  factors  directly  by  ulti¬ 
mate  analysis. 

Sources  of  Data  for  Tables. 

Thus  the  sources  of  the  data  for  the  composi¬ 
tions  in  the  three  divisions  of  Tables  1  and  II 
are  as  follows: 

Total  carbon,  method  of  Parr. 

Fixed  carbon,  by  usual  proximate  analysis. 

.Xvailable  hydrogen,  calculated,  according  to 
hydrogen  ratio. 

Water  of  composition,  by  difference. 

Sulphur  and  nitrogen,  by  separate  determina¬ 
tions. 

Ash  and  moisture,  by  proximate  analysis. 

Heating  power,  by  calorimeter. 

The  presentation  of  values  in  the  four  columns 
shows  how  and  wherein  the  two  seams  differ,  and 
illustrates  their  true  relation.  For  example,  the 
li.xed  carbon  in  the  moist  coal  of  Table  I  appears 


TABLE  I. 


TABLE  11. 


TABLE  III. 


Moist 

Dry 

Pure  Combus- 

Coal. 

Coal. 

Coal. 

time. 

Usual  proximate 
analysis. 

Moisture  . 

6.29 

Ash  . 

8.74 

9.33 

4V.O8 

Volatile  matter  . 

34.91 

37.25 

Fixed  carbon  . 

50.06 

58.92 

58.92 

Extended  proximate 
analysis. 

Moisture  . 

6.29 

Ash  . 

8.74 

9.33 

93.90 

Carbon,  total  . 

68.06 

72.63 

80.11 

Carbon,  fixed  . 

50.06 

63.42 

58.92 

69.06 

Volatile  combustible.  .  . 

22.41 

23.92 

26.38 

30.94 

Water  of  composition.. 

,  11.09 

11.82 

13.04 

4.97 

Hydrogen  (available) . 

.  3.60 

3.84 

4.24 

Sulphur,  volatile  . 

0.82 

0.87 

0.96 

1.13 

Sulphur,  fixed  . 

0.76 

0.82 

0.96 

V.is 

Sulphur,  total  . 

,  1.58 

1.69 

Nitrogen  . 

1.41 

1.51 

1.66 

Total  non-combustible 

.  27.53 

22.66 

14.70 

100.06 

Total  combustible . 

.  72.47 

77.34 

85.30 

B.  T.  U.  per  pound.. 

.12,416 

13,250 

14,618 

17,131 

.  Ultimate  analysis. 

Carbon  . 

.  68.06 

72.63 

80.11 

93.90 

Hydrogen  . 

.  4.09 

5.32 

5.87 

4.97 

Oxygen  . 

.  9.70 

10.34 

12.41 

Nitrogen  . 

.  1.41 

1.51 

1.66 

Tis 

Sulphur  . 

.  1.58 

1.69 

0.96 

Moist 

Dry 

Coal. 

Coal. 

Llsual  proximate 
analysis 

Moisture  . 

,  9.91 

Ash  . . 

.  11.51 

12.78 

Volatile  matter  . . 

.  30.10 

33.47 

Fixed  carbon  . 

.  48.42 

53.75 

Extended  proximate 
analysis. 

Moisture  . . — 

.  9.91 

Ash  . 

.  11.51 

12.78 

Carbon,  total  . 

.  63.55 

70.54 

Carbon,  fixed  . 

.  48.42 

53.76 

Volatile  combustible. . 

.  18.65 

20.70 

Water  of  composition. 

.  10.28 

11.40 

Hydrogen  (available). 

.  3.08 

3.86 

Sulphur,  volatile . 

.  0.50 

0.67 

Sulphur,  fixed  . 

.  0.70 

0.78 

Sulphur,  total  . 

.  1.20 

1.35 

Nitrogen  . 

.  1.23 

1.37 

Total  jion-combustible. 

.  32.93 

25.55 

Total  combustible  .  . . 

.  67.07 

74.46 

B.  T.  U.  per  pound.  . 

.11,348 

12,696 

Ultimate  analysis: 

Carbon  . 

70.54 

Hydrogen  .  ‘•.31  4.78 

Oxygen  .  9.00  9.!)” 

Nitrogen  .  1.118  L'87 

Sulphur  .  1.29  1.35 


Pure  Combus- 
Coai  tible. 


Relative  Constituents  of  Coals  Nos.  1  and  2. 

Coal  Coal 


38.38 

61.62 


80.87 

61.62 

23.73 

13.08 

8.86 

0.65 


0.65 

1.67 

14.66 

86.35 

14,442 

80.87 

6.48 

11.43 

1.67 

0.66 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Combustible: 

.... 

Carbon,  total  . 

.  98.90 

94.73 

Carbon,  fixed  . 

.  69.06 

72.20 

Volatile  combustible  . 

.  30.94 

27.80 

Hydrogen  (available)  . 

.  4.97 

4.61 

Sulphur,  volatile  . 

.  1.13 

0.76 

B.  T.  U . 

16.921 

94.73 

72.20 

Pure  coal: 

27.80 

Water  of  composition  . 

13.08 

4.6i 

Nitrogen  . 

.  1.66 

1.57 

0.76 

Total  non-combustible  . 

.  14.70 

14.66 

B.  T.  U . 

14,442 

0.76 

Dry  coal: 

100.00 

.^sh  . 

.  9.33 

12.78 

16,921 

Fixed  sulphur  . 

0.78 

B.  T.  U . 

. 13.260 

12,696 

94.73 

4.51 

Moist  coal: 

.  6.29 

9  01 

0.76 

H.  T.  U . 

.  12.416 

11.348 
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hiRhcr  lhati  in  that  of  Table  II,  hut  an  insi)Cction 
of  the  pure  coal  columns  which  give  the  true 
relative  values,  shows  that  it  is  just  the  reverse, 
because  the  asli  and  moisture  of  the  moist  coal 
differ  in  amount ;  thus  a  proper  comparison  be¬ 
tween  the  two  coals  can  not  he  made  unless  the 
values  are  jjresented  on  a  common  basis.  Like¬ 
wise,  the  values  for  available  liydrogen  show  why 
the  lieating  power  of  the  combustible  of  No,  I 
is  higher  than  with  No,  II,  and  an  explanation 
of  the  difference  in  heating  power  of  the  moist 
and  dry  coal  is  principally  afforded  by  the  ash 
and  moisture  of  these  compositions.  Following 
the  consideration  of  relative  com])osition  further. 
Table  III  is  presented,  wherein  tlie  essential  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  two  coals  are  shown  in  parallel  col¬ 
umns,  from  which  the  relation  can  he  directly 
noted. 

Pure  Coal  Compositions  as  Constants. 

Inasmuch  as  Parr  proposes  a  constant,  that 
of  the  hydrogen  ratio,  the  possibility  of  the 
more  extended  use  of  constants  is  presented, 
and  the  author  urges  the  feasibility  of  con- 
siderin.g  the  pure  coal  compositions  as  con¬ 
stants  for  a  coal  seam,  or  particular  locality  of 
such  seam.  This  possibility  has  been  sug¬ 
gested,  principally  by  the  fact  that  the  heating 
power  of  the  pure  coal  from  a  general  locality 
does  not  vary  over  greater  limits  than  that 
of  the  calorimetric  method,  and  he  has  been 
able  to  employ  it  as  a  constant  in  calculating 
the  heating  power  of  dry  and  moist  coal,  hav¬ 
ing  determined  only  moisture  and  ash,  and  ob¬ 
tained  results  that  check  with  calormetric  de¬ 
terminations  made  on  the  same  samples.  The 
author,  however,  does  not  claim  originality  in 
this  observation,  but  does  insist  that  the  use 
of  such  constants  is  of  advantage. 

It  is  a  fact  that  coal  from  a  general  locality 
has  been  analyzed  over  and  over  again,  with 
always  a  more  or  less  different  result  when 
presented  in  only  the  moist  coal  composition, 
so  that  after  all  of  the  multiplicity  of  work,  a 
final  conclusion  or  full  understanding  is  still 
unattained.  It  appears  to  the  author,  that  in¬ 
stead  of  so  much  superficial  work,  it  would  be 
better  that  a  limited  amount  of  more  thorough 
investigation  be  made, with  the  object  of  de¬ 
termining  values  of  the  combustible,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  pure  coal.  There  would  then  be 
more  opportunity  to  consider  the  two  great 
variables,  namely,  ash  and  moisture,  and  a 
number  of  such  values  could  be  collected,  thus 
establishing  standards.  This  would  also  be  of 
great  assistance  in  coal  inspection  service,  be¬ 
cause  locality  and  coal  seam  being  known,  it 
would  be  essential  to  determine  only  ash  and 
moisture,  and  specifications  governing  these 
constituents  only  need  be  drawn. 

This  view  concedes  that  coal  from  a  certain 
locality  or  seam  does  not  vary  in  quality,  but 
that  the  variation  is  due  to  the  presence  of  ash 
and  moisture,  which  are  impurities  associated 
with  coal. 

As  illustrating  the  matter  of  treating  the 
constituents  and  values  of  the  pure  coal  as 
constants,  the  composition  in  Tables  I  and  II 
are  made  up  from  values  taken  from  different 
sources.  Ash,  moisture  and  heating  power  are 
the  average  of  a  number  of  samples  taken  from 
the  full  height  of  the  two  seams,  and  the  de¬ 
terminations  were  made  under  the  author’s  di¬ 
rection.  Nitrogen  was  determined  on  the 
author's  samples  by  another  chemist.  All 
other  values  are  from  work  done  by  S.  W. 
Parr  on  different  samples  from  the  same  seams. 

The  Term  Pure  Coal. 

The  word  combustible,  used  more  particu¬ 
larly  by  engineers  to  designate  fuel  free  from 
ash  and  moisture,  is  erroneous  and  confusing, 
therefore  the  author  has  adopted  the  term  pure 
coal;  the  expression  “coal  free  from  ash  and 
moisture”  is  more  definite  and  self-explanatory, 
but  it  is  composed  of  many  words  and  is  cum¬ 
bersome.  Objection  has  been  made  because  it 
contains  sulphur,  which  was  regarded  an  im¬ 
purity,  but  all  coals  contain  it,  and  as  the  vol¬ 
atile  portion  must  be  considered  as  in  chemical 
combination,  it  is  necessarily  always  a  con¬ 
stituent,  and  can  not  be  separated  without  de¬ 
stroying  the  combination.  Thus  the  term  pure 
coal  is  justifiable,  and  the  ultimate  conception 
of  coal  is  this  pure  coal,  having  associated  with 
it,  but  not  in  com])ination,  the  two  impurities, 
moisture  and  ash,  the  fixed  sulphur  being  con¬ 
sidered  one  of  the  constituents  of  the  ash. 


Century  Coal  Co.  Opens  Offices 
in  Chicago. 

Another  member  of  the  Chicago  coal  colony 
is  the  Century  Coal  Co,,  which  has  opened  offices 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  h'isher  Building.  'I'he 
mines  of  this  concern  are  located  at  Tower  Hill, 
Shelby  county,  Illinois,  on  the  Big  Four  and 
B.  &  ().  S.  W.  railroads.  The  capacity  of  their 
operation  is  two  thousand  tons,  and  they  have 
a  modern  ijlant  in  every  particular.  The  officers 
of  the  company  are  John  W.  Yantis,  president; 
W.  F.  Walker,  vice-])resident ;  T.  F.  Dove,  sec¬ 
retary,  and  Ceorge  I'’.  Miner,  general  manager. 
.'\II  the  officers  are  well  known  citizens  of  Shelhv- 
ville.  'I'he  president,  John  W.  Yantis,  is  run¬ 
ning  for  Congress  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 


Nicholas  G.  Mueller. 


from  the  nineteenth  district,  and  his  pleasing 
personality  and  wide  acquaintance  makes  his  elec¬ 
tion  almost  a  certainty. 

Nicholas  G.  Mueller,  well  known  to  the  Chi¬ 
cago  coal  trade,  has  been  appointed  general  sales 
agent.  While  he  cannot  boast  more  than  twenty- 
six  summers,  he  is  by  no  means  a  novice  in  the 
coal  business.  He  was  formerly  connected  with 
the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  and  P.  M.  Muel¬ 
ler  &  Co.  With  his  wide  acquaintance  with  the 
Chicago  trade  he  should  prove  a  valuable  man 
to  the  Century  Coal  Co.  His  many  friends  in 
Chicago  and  the  west  wish  him  every  success 
with  his  new  connection. 


Public  Hearing  on  Mining 
Laws. 


'I’o  the  Mine  Operators  and  Mine  Employes, 
West  Virginia. 

In  pursuance  with  the  direction  of  the  gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  state,  Hon.  Wm.  M.  O.  Dawson, 
his  mining  commission  lias  met  and  gone  over 
the  present  laws  of  the  state  and  reviewed  the 
conditions  as  they  have  been  presented  as  exist¬ 
ing  throughout  the  mining  sections  of  the  state, 
and  has  formulated  a  number  of  amendments  to 
the  law. 

In  order  that  the  work  of  the  commission 
may  be  presented  for  discussion  to  the  interests 
affected  the  commission  has  taken  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  to  reconvene  in  the  senate  chamber  in  the 
city  of  Charleston,  on  October  si.xteenth,  190(), 
at  10  a.  m.,  and  an  invitation  is  hereby  e.xtended 
to  the  operators  and  mine  employes  of  the 
state  to  meet  the  commission  on  October  eigh¬ 
teenth  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 

Respectful  I V, 

J.  W.  Paul, 

Chairman. 


J,  S.  Cunningham,  Secretarv. 

Charleston,  W.  Va.,  September  22,  1906. 


Southern  Railway  Buys  the 
Virginia  Sr  Southwestern, 

'I'he  purchase  of  the  Virginia  &  Southwestern 
railroad  by  the  Southern  railway  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  into  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal  fields,  gives  promise  for  development 
in  a  region  heretofore  isolated  from  the  markets 
for  lack  of  railroad  facilities.  It  has  long  been 
known  that  the  coal  deposits  of  southwestern 
Virginia  were  extensive,  easily  mined  and  splen¬ 
did  for  coking,  yet  by  reason  of  unfortunate 
circumstances  occasioned  by  railroads  having 
already  reached  all  of  the  coal  lands  needed,  the 
territory  has  remained  comparatively  untouched 
until  the  last  few  years.  Perhaps  it  would  have 
remained  thus  for  a  great  while  longer  had  not 
the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  barren  of  coal  fields  and 
financially  free  to  build  where  it  pleased,  begun 
the  construction  of  a  dine  from  Rutherfordton. 
N.  C.,  to  the  Virginia  coal  fields. 

When  completed  the  Seaboard’s  line  to  the  coal 
fields  will  be  most  direct  from  the  Carolinas. 
which  is  a  great  market  for  coal  of  this  section, 
to  the  coal  deposits.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the 
Southern  to  protect  itself  against  this  shorter 
haul.  The  time  came  when  it  was  necessary  for 
the  Southern  to  venture  beyond  Bristol  and  into 
a  territory  which  it  had  left  alone  to  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  to  develop  as  it  might  without 
competing  in  the  Southern’s  coal  markets.  The 
Virginia  &  Southwestern  railroad  held  the  key 
to  the  situation.  It  was  an  independent  and  local 
road  branching  out  as  no  other  road  does  into 
the  coal  fields  of  southwestern  Virginia.  It  was 
the  Southern’s  best  chance  and  hence  its  pur¬ 
chase. 

In  order  to  make  the  present  line  shorter  Iron, 
the  Virginia  coal  fields  to  North  and  South  Caro¬ 
lina  and  thus  be  ready  to  meet  the  competition 
of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line  when  its  direct  line 
is  completed,  the  Southern  has  indirectly  brought 
about  the  construction  of  the  Holston  River  rail¬ 
road  from  Moccasin  Gap,  to  a  point  in  Virginia 
on  the  Virginia  &  Southwestern  railroad,  to  a 
connection  with  the  Southern’s  Rogersville 
branch  at  Persia.  Moreover  the  Southern  is 
planning  either  to  build  a  line  from  Bull’s  Gap 
on  the  Bristol  line  to  Bridgeport  on  the  Ashe¬ 
ville  line  or  else  to  double  track  the  present  lines 
and  make  a  shorter  cut-off  a  few  miles  east  of 
Morristown. 

Thus,  it  is  coming  to  pass  that  a  corner  of 
the  earth  abundantly  rich,  is  coming  .to  its  own 
and  two  railroad  systems  are  spending  millions 
of  dollars  to  accomplish  it.  Recent  developments 
indicate  that  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad 
which  reaches  an  arm  into  the  territory,  is  will¬ 
ing  to  spend  a  large  sum  of  money  to  more  fully 
spread  itself  out  in  the  field,  though,  at  present 
the  circuitous  route  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  prevents  it  from  getting  into  the  territory 
where  Virginia  coal  must  be  sold,  in  competition 
with  the  Southern  and  eventually  with  the  Sea¬ 
board  Air  Line. 

A  logical  conclusion  is  that  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  railroad  will  never  be  as  important  a 
factor  in  the  development  of  coal  in  Virginia 
and  perhaps  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  _as  the 
Southern  railway  until  it  cuts  through  the  'moun¬ 
tain  and  reaches  its  sister  road  the  Atlantic  Coast 
Line  at  the  most  convenient  point  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina. 

The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  it  will  be 
more  profitable  for  this  territory  to  put  coal  at 
tidewater  for  ocean  going  steamers  than  at  pres¬ 
ent.  The  Seaboard  .\ir  line  e.xpects  to  develc^ 
a  big  ocean  business  with  its  new  line  and  the 
Southern  expects  to  do  the  same  but  not  by 
existing  lines.  The  roadway  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion  from  Knoxville  to  Bushnell,  N.  C..  will  be  a 
part  of  a  line  which  running  through  Rabun  Gap, 
will  form  a  connection  to  Charleston  over  the 
lowest  railroad  grade  across  the  Allegheny  range 
of  mountains.  This  is  to  be  the  future  great  coal 
bearing  line  of  the  Southern. 

V 

In  a  mine  where  the  roof  is  bad  it  is  criminal 
negligence  on  the  part  of  a  superintendent  to 
allow  short-grained  timber,  such  as  oak  or  beech, 
to  be  taken  underground  for  prop  use.  Such 
timber  besides  being  heavy,  is  not  elastic  and  will 
snap  without  warning,  allowing  the  roof  to  catch 
the  miners  before  they  can  get  away. 
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The  Interstate  Commerce  Law  as  Amended  by 

the  Hepburn  T(ate  Law. 


Original  law  in  light  face;  Hepburn  law  in  bold  face  type. 


(Sections  1-16  were  published  Sept.  15  and  22.) 

The  copies  of  schedules  and  tariffs  of  rates, 
fares,  and  charges,  and  of  all  contracts,  agree¬ 
ments,  or  arrangements  between 
Copies  of  tariffs,  common  Carriers  filed  with  the 
etc.,  filed  with  Commission  as  herein  provided. 
Commission  are  Statistics,  tables,  and 

dence  oT'fact'.*  figures  contained  in  the  annual 
reports  of  carriers  made  to  the 
Commission,  as  required  by  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  shall  be  preserved  as  public  records 
in  the  custody  of  the  secretary  of  the  Com¬ 
mission,  and  shall  be  received  as  prima  facie 
evidence  of  what  they  purport  to  be  for  the 
purpose  of  investigations  by  the  Commission 
and  in  all  judicial  proceedings;  and  copies  of 
or  extracts  from  any  of  said  schedules,  tariffs, 
contracts,  agreements,  arrangements,  or  re¬ 
ports  made  public  records  as  aforesaid,  cer¬ 
tified  by  the  secretary  under  its  seal,  shall  be 
received  in  evidence  with  like  effect  as  the 
originals. 

Section  16a.  That  after  a  decision,  order,  or 
requirement  has  been  made  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  in  any  proceeding  any  party  thereto  may 
at  any  time  make  application 
Reheanngs  by  £qj.  rehearing  of  the  same  or 
any  matter  determined  therein, 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Commission  in 
its  discretion  to  grant  such  a  rehearing  if 
sufficient  reason  therefor  be  made  to  appear. 
Applications  for  rehearing  shall  be  governed 
by  such  general  rules  as  the  Commission  may 
establish.  No  such  application  shall  excuse 
any  carrier  from  complying  with  or  obeying 
any  decision,  order,  or  requirement  of  the 
Commission,  or  operate  in  any  manner  to  stay 
or  postpone  the  enforcement  thereof,  without 
the  special  order  of  the  Commission.  In  case 
a  rehearing  is  granted  the  proceedings  there¬ 
upon  shall  conform  as  nearly  as  may  be  to  the 
proceedings  in  an  original  hearing,  except  as 
the  Commission  may  otherwise  direct;  and  if, 
in  its  judgment,  after  such  rehearing  and  the 
consideration  of  all  facts,  including  those  aris¬ 
ing  since  the  former  hearing,  it  shall  appear 
that  the  original  decision,  order,  or  require¬ 
ment  is  in  any  respect  unjust  or  unwarranted, 
the  Commission  may  reverse,  change,  or  mod¬ 
ify  the  same  accordingly.  Any  decision,  order, 
or  requirement  made  after  such  rehearing, 
reversing,  changing,  or  modifying  the  original 
determination  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
provisions  as  an  original  order. 

Section  17.  That  the  Commission  may  con¬ 
duct  its  proceedings  in  such  manner  as  will 
best  conduce  to  the  proper  dispatch  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  to  the  ends  of  justice.  A  majority 
of  the  Commission  shall  con- 
Quorum  and  stitute  a  quorum  for  the  trans- 
action  of  business,  but  no  Com- 
p  oceaure.  migsioner  shall  participate  in 

any  hearing  or  proceeding  in  which  he  has 
any  pecuniary  interest.  Said  Commission  may, 
from  time  to  time,  make  or  amend  such 
general  rules  or  orders  as  may  be  requisite 
for  the  order  and  regulation  of  proceedings 
before  it,  including  forms  of  notices  and  the 
service  thereof,  which  shall  conform,  as  nearly 
as  may  be,  to  those  in  use  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States.  Any  party  may  appear  before 
said  Commission  and  be  heard,  in  person  or 
by  attorney.  Every  vote  and  official  act  of  the 
Commission  shall  be  entered  of  record,  and 
its  proceedings  shall  be  public  upon  the  re¬ 
quest  of  either  party  interested.  Said  Com¬ 
mission  shall  have  an  official  seal,  which  shall 
be  judicially  noticed.  Either  of  the  members 
of  the  Commission  may  administer  oaths  and 
affirmations  and  sign  subpoenas. 

Section  18.  That  each  Commissioner  shall 
receive  an  annual  salary  of  seven  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  payable  in  the 
Sa'.-iry  of  same  manner  as  the  judges  of 

FRr"ncre"sed  courts  of  the  United  States, 

by  section  *24.)  The  Commission  shall  appoint  a 
secretary,  who  shall  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  three  thousand  five  hun¬ 


dred  dollars,  payable  in  like  manner.  The 
Commission  shall  have  autliority  to  employ 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  such  other  em¬ 
ployees  as  it  may  find  necessary  to  the  proper 
performance  of  its  duties.  Until  otherwise 
providetl  by  law,  the  Commission  may  hire 
suitable  offices  for  its  use  and  shall  have 
authority  to  procure  all  necessary  office  sup¬ 
plies.  Witnesses  summoned  before 'the  Com¬ 
mission  shall  be  iiaid  the  same  fees  and  mile¬ 
age  that  are  paid  witnesses  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States. 

All  of  the  expenses  of  the  Commission,  in¬ 
cluding  all  necessary  expenses  for  transporta¬ 
tion  incurred  by  the  Commissioners,  or  by 
their  employees  under  their  orders,  in  making 
any  investigations,  or  upon  official  business 
in  any  other  places  than  in  the  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  on  the  pres¬ 
entation  of  itemized  vouchers  therefor  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commission. 

Section  19.  That  the  principal  office  of  the 
Commission  shall  be  in  the  city  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  where  its  general ,  session  shall  be  held; 

but  whenever  the  convenience 
Office  and  places  public  or  the  parties  may 

be  promoted  or  delay  or  ex¬ 
pense  prevented  thereby,  the  Commission  may 
hold  special  sessions  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  may,  by  one  or  more  of  the  Com-- 
missioners,  prosecute  any  iiuiuiry  necessary 
to  its  duties,  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
into  any  matter  or  question  of  fact  pertaining 
to  the  business  of  any  common  carrier  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Section  20.  That  the  Commission  is  hereby 
authorized  to  require  annual  reports  from  all 
common  carriers  subject  to  the 
Annual  reports  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  from 

may  be  required  owners  of  all  railroads  en- 
ot  common  , 

carriers.  gaged  in  interstate  commerce 

as  defined  in  this  act,  to  pre¬ 
scribe  the  manner  in  which  such  reports  shall 
be  made,  and  to  require  from  such  carriers 
specific  answers  to  all  questions  upon  which 
the  Commission  may  need  information.  Such 
annual  reports  shall  show  in  detail  the  amount 
of  capital  stock  issued,  the 

Required  con-  amounts  paid  therefor,  and  the 
repo'rts.^  manner  of  payment  for  the 

same;  the  dividends  paid,  the 

surplus  fund,  if  any,  and  the  number  of  stock¬ 
holders;  the  funded  and  floating  debts  and 
the  interest  paid  thereon;  the  cost  and  value 
of  the  carrier’s  property,  franchises,  and 

equipments;  the  number  of  employees  and  the 
salaries  paid  each  class;  the  accidents  to  pas¬ 
sengers,  employees,  and  other  persons,  and 

the  causes  thereof;  the  amounts  expended  for 
improvements  each  year,  how  expended,  and  the 
character  of  such  improvements;  the  earnings 
and  receipts  from  each  branch  of  business  and 
from  all  sources;  the  operating  and  other  ex¬ 
penses;  the  balances  of  profit  and  loss;  and  a 
complete  exhibit  of  the  financial  operations  of 
the  carrier  each  year,  including  an  annual 
balance  sheet.  Such  reports  shall  also  coviain 
such  information  in  relation  to  rates  or  regu¬ 
lations  concerning  fares  or  freights,  or  agree¬ 
ments,  arrangements,  or  contracts  affecting 
the  same  as  the  Commission  may  require; 
and  the  Commission  may,  in  its  discretion,  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  it  the  better  to  carry 
out  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  prescribe  a  period 
of  time  within  which  all  common  carriers 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  have, 
as  near  as  may  be,  a  uniform  system  of  ac¬ 
counts,  and  the  manner  in  which  such  ac¬ 
counts  shall  be  kept. 

Said  detailed  reports  shall  contain  all  the 
required  statistics  for  the  period  of  twelve 
months  ending  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  June 
in  each  year,  and  shall  be  made 
iM.scal  year  and  out  under  oath  and  filed  with  the 
Icports”'^  Commission,  at  its  office  in 

'  Washington,  on  or  before  the 

thirtieth  day  of  September  then  next  follow¬ 
ing,  unless  additional  time  be  granted  in  any 


case  by  the  Commission;  and  if  any  carrier, 
person,  or  corporation,  subject  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  Act  shall  fail  to  make  and  file 
said  annual  reports  within  the  time  above 
specified  or  within  the  time  extended  by  the 
Commission  for  making  and  filing  the  same, 
or  shall  fail  to  make  specific  answer  to 
any  question  authorized  by  the  provisions  of 
this  section  within  thirty  days  from  the  time 
it  is  lawfully  required  so  to  do,  such  parties 
shall  forfeit  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  dollars  for  each  and  every  day  it 
shall  continue  to  be  in  default  with  respect 
thereto.  The  Commission  shall  also  have  au¬ 
thority  to  require  said  carriers 
Monthly  and  to  file  monthly  reports  of  earn- 
inay'bc  rcqu'ircd. and  expenses  or  special  re¬ 
ports  withm  a  specified  period, 
and  if  any  such  carrier  shall  fail  to  file  such 
reports  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  it  shall  be  subject  to  the  forfeitures  last 
above  provided. 

Said  forfeitures  shall  be  recovered  in  the 
manner  provided  for  the  recovery  of  forfeitures 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

The  oath  required  by  this  section  may  be 
taken  before  any  person  authorized  to  admin¬ 
ister  an  oath  by  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which 
the  same  is  taken. 

The  Commission  may,  in  its  discretion,  pre¬ 
scribe  the  forms  of  any  and  all  accounts,  rec¬ 
ords  and  memoranda  to  be  kept  by  carriers 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Power  of  Com-  Act,  including  the  accounts,  rec- 
mission  to  pre-  ords,  and  memoranda  of  the 
accmm/s"'and°^  inovement  of  traffic  as  well  as 
records.  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 

moneys.  The  Commission  shall 
at  all  times  have  access  to  all  accounts,  rec¬ 
ords,  and  memoranda  kept  by  carriers  sub¬ 
ject  to  this  Act,  and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for 
such  carriers  to  keep  any  other  accounts,  rec¬ 
ords,  or  memoranda  than  those  prescribed  or 
approved  by  the  Commission,  and  it  may  em¬ 
ploy  special  agents  or  examiners,  who  shall 
have  authority  under  the  order 
Commission  sh.ill  of  the  Commission  to  inspect 
iTrecordrof  ^^d  examine  any  and  all  ac- 
common  carriers,  counts,  records  and  memoranda 
kept  by  such  carriers.  Thik 
provision  shall  apply  to  receivers  of  carriers 
and  operating  trustees. 

In  case  of  failure  or  refusal  on  the  part  of 
any  such  carrier,  receiver,  or  trustee  to  keep 
such  accounts,  records,  and  memoranda  on 
the  books  and  in  the  manner 
Penalty  for  fail-  prescribed  by  the  Commission, 
suLTt  ^'count's.  O"' to  stibmit  such  accounts,  rec¬ 
ords,  and  memoranda  as  are 
kept  to  the  inspection  of  the  Commission  or 
any  of  its  authorized  agents  or  examiners, 
such  carrier,  receiver,  or  trustee  shall  forfeit 
to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
dollars  for  each  such  offense  and  for  each 
and  every  day  of  the  continuance  of  such 
offense,  such  forfeitures  to  be  recoverable  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  forfeitures  provided 
for  in  this  Act. 

Any  person  who  shall  wilfully  make  any 
false  entry  in  the  accounts  of  any  book  of 
accounts  or  in  any  record  or  memoranda  kept 
by  a  carrier,  or  who  shall  wilfully  destroy, 
mutilate,  alter  or  by  any  other  means  or 
device  falsify  the  record  of  any 
iVnaity  for  such  account,  record,  or  memo- 
falsifyiiiK.  randa,  or  who  shall  wilfully 

IlcrtroyinR  neglect  or  fail  to  make  full, 

.-iccounts  true,  and  correct  entries  in  such 

or  records.  accounts,  records,  or  memoran¬ 
da  of  all  facts  and  transactions 
appertaining  to  the  carrier’s  business,  or  shall 
keep  any  other  accounts,  records,  or  memo¬ 
randa  than  those  prescribed  or  approved  by 
the  Commission,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  shall  be  subject,  upon  con¬ 
viction  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  to  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  one  thousand  dollars  nor  more  than  five 
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thousand  dollars,  or  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  three 
years,  or  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Any  examiner  who  divulges  any  fact  or  in¬ 
formation  which  may  come  to  his  knowledge 
during  the  course  of  such  ex- 
Improper  amination,  except  in  so  far  as  he 

information”^  "lay  be  directed  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion  or  by  a  court  or  judge 
thereof,  shall  be  subject,  upon  conviction  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than  five 
thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both. 

That  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  shall  have  jurisdiction,  upon  the 
application  of  the  Attorney-. 
Knforcement  of  General  of  the  United  States  at 
manchZs'’^  the  request  of  the  Commission, 
alleging  a  failure  to  comply  with 
or  a  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  said 
Act  to  regulate  commerce  or  of  any  act  sup¬ 
plementary  thereto  or  amendatory  thereof  by 
any  common  carrier,  to  issue  a  writ  or  writs 
of  mandamus  commanding  such  common  car¬ 
rier  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  said  Acts, 
or  any  of  them. 

And  to  carry  out  and  give  effect  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  said  Acts,  or  any  of  them,  the  Com¬ 
mission  is  hereby  authorized  to 
spTdaT'^gents”  employ  special  agents  or  exam¬ 
iners  who  shall  have  power  to 
administer  oaths,  examine  witnesses,  and  re¬ 
ceive  evidence. 

That  any  common  carrier,  railroad  or  trans¬ 
portation  company  receiving  property  for 
transportation  from  a  point  in 
Carrier  receiv-  One  State  to  a  point  in  another 
ing  property  for  State  shall  issue  a  receipt  or  bill 
Hawr^hlrefo"  lading  therefor  and  shall  be 

uniii  dXered  liable  to  the  lawful  holder 
to  consignee.  thereof  for  any  loss,  damage  or 

injury  to  such  property  caused 
by  it  or  by  any  common  carrier,  railroad  or 
transportation  company  to  which  such  prop¬ 
erty  may  be  delivered  or  over  whose  line  or 
lines  such  property  may  pass,  and  no  contracts, 
receipts,  rule  or  regulation  shall  exempt  such 
common  carrier,  railroad  or  transportation 
company  from  the  liability  hereby  imposed: 
Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall 
deprive  any  holder  of  such  receipt  or  bill  of 
lading  of  any  remedy  or  right  of  action  which 
he  has  under  existing  law. 

That  the  common  carrier,  railroad  or  trans¬ 
portation  company  issuing  such  receipt  or  bill 
of  lading  shall  be  entitled  to 
Intermediate  car-  recover  from  the  Common  car- 
origfna'i'^carriln  railroad  or  transportation 

company  on  whose  line  the  loss, 
damage  or  injury  shall  have  been  sustained 
the  amount  of  such  loss,  damage  or  injury  as 
it  may  be  required  to  pay  to  the  owners  of 
such  property,  as  may  be  evidenced  by  any 
receipt,  judgment  or  transcript  thereof. 

Section  21,  That  the  Commission  shall,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  December  in  each 
year,  make  a  report,  which  shall 
Annual  reports  be  transmitted  to  Congress,  and 
Ln^o  Congress,  c^pies  of  which  shall  be  dis¬ 
tributed  as  are  the  other  reports 
transmitted  to  Congress.  This  report  shall 
contain  such  information  and  data  collected  by 
the  Commission  as  may  be  considered  of  value 
in  the  determination  of  questions  connected 
with  the  regulation  of  commerce,  together  with 
such  recommendations  as  to  additional  legisla¬ 
tion  relating  thereto  as  the  Commission  may 
deem  necessary;  and  the  names  and  compensa¬ 
tion  of  the  persons  employed  by  said  Commis¬ 
sion. 

Section  22.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
prevent  the  carriage,  storage  or  handling  of 
property  free  or  at  reduced  rates 
for  the  United  States,  State  or 
municipal  governments,  or  for 
charitable  purposes,  or  to  or 
from  fairs  and  expositions  for 
exhibilinn  thereat,  or  the  free 
carriage  of  destitute  and  homeless  persons 
transported  by  charitable  societies,  and  the 
necessary  agents  employed  in  such  transporta¬ 
tion,  or  the  issuance  of  mileage,  excursion  or 
commutation  passenger  tickets; 
Mileage,  ex-  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
mutation  pas-  -Strued  to  prohibit  any  common 

senger  tickets.  carrier  from  giving  reduced  rates 

to  ministers  of  religion,  or  to  mu- 


Persons  and 
property  that 
may  be  carried 
free  or  at  re¬ 
duced  rates. 


Joint  inter¬ 
changeable  five- 
thousand-mile 
tickets.  Amount 
of  free 
baggage. 


nicipal  governments  for  the  transportation  of 
indigent  persons,  or  to  inmates  of  the  N'ational 
Homes  or  State  Homes  for  Disabled  Volunteer 
Soldiers,  and  of  Soldiers’  and  Sailors’  Orphan 
Homes,  including  those  about  to  enter  and 
those  returning  home  after  discharge,  under 
arrangements  with  the  boards  of  managers  of 
said  homes;  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con¬ 
strued  to  jircvent  railroads  from 
I'rec  iranspor-  giving  free  carriage  to  their  own 
amremplo"®"'”  officers  and  employes,  or  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  principal  officers  of  any 
railroad  company  or  companies  from  exchang¬ 
ing  passes  or  tickets  with  other  railroad  com¬ 
panies  for  their  officers  and  employes ;  and  noth¬ 
ing  in  this  act  contained  shall  in  any  way  abridge 
or  alter  the  remedies  now  existing  at  common 
law  or  by  statute,  but  the  provisions  of  this  act 
are  in  addition  to  such  remedies:  Provided, 
That  no  pending  litigation  shall  in  any  way  be 
affected  by  this  act:  Provided  further,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  prevent  the  issuance 
of  joint  interchangeable  five- 
thousand-mile  tickets,  with  spe¬ 
cial  privileges  as  to  the  amount 
of  free  baggage  that  may  be 
carried  under  mileage  tickets  of 
one  thousand  or  more  miles. 
But  before  any  common  carrier, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
issue  any  such  joint  interchangeable  mileage 
tickets  with  special  privileges,  as  aforesaid,  it  . 
shall  file  with  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  copies  of  the  joint  tariffs  of  rates,  fares 
or  charges  on  which  such  joint  interchangeable 
mileage  tickets  are  to  be  based,  together  with 
specifications  of  the  amount  of  free  baggage 
permitted  to  be  carried  under  such  tickets,  in 
the  same  manner  as  common  carriers  arc  re¬ 
quired  to  do  with  regard  to  other  joint  rates 
by  Section  6  of  this  act;  and  all  the  provisions 
of  said  Section  6  relating  to 
rates'”^*'”"  joint  rates,  fares  and  charges 

■  shall  be  observed  by  said  com¬ 

mon  carriers  and  enforced  by  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  as  fully  with  regard  to 
such  joint  interchangeable  mileage  tickets  as 
with  regard  to  other  joint  rates,  fares  and 
charges  referred  to  in  said  Section  6.  It  shall 
be  unlawful  for  any  common  carrier  that  has 
issued  or  authorized  to  be  issued  any  such 
joint  interchangeable  mileage  tickets  to  de¬ 
mand,  collect  or  receive  from  any  person  or 
persons  a  greater  or  less  compensation  for 
transportation  of  persons  or  baggage  under 
such  joint  interchangeable  mileage  tickets  than 
that  required  by  the  rate,  fare  or  charge  speci¬ 
fied  in  the  copies  of  the  joint  tariff  of  rates, 
fares  or  charges  filed  with  the 
Penalties.  Commission  in  force  at  the  time. 

The  provisions  of  Section  10  of  this  act  shall 
apply  to  any  violation  of  the  requirements  of 
this  proviso. 

Section  23.  That  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  shall  have  juris¬ 
diction  upon  the  relation  of  any 
person  or  nersons,  firm  or  cor¬ 
poration,  alleging  such  violation 
by  a  common  carrier  of  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  act  to 

■rsiare  irame  ^  Supplement  and 

or  the^furn'ishins  all  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and 
of  cars  or  other  prevents  the  relator  from  having 
facFlities*'**'”"  interstate  traffic  moved  by  said 
common  carrier  at  the  same 
rates  as  are  charged,  or  upon 
terms  or  conditions  as  favorable  as  those  given 
by  said  common  carrier  for  like  traffic  under 
similar  conditions  to  any  other  shipper,  to  issue 
a  writ  or  writs  of  mandamus  against  said  com¬ 
mon  carrier,  commanding  such  common  carrier 
to  move  and  transport  the  traffic,  or  to  furnish 
cars  or  other  facilities  for  transportation  for 
the  party  applying  for  the  writ;  Provided,  That 
if  any  question  of  fact  as  to  the 
proper  compensation  to  the 
common  carrier  for  the  service 
to  be  enforced  by  the  writ  is 
compenfatForof  the  pleadings,  the  writ 

carrier  may  be  of  peremptory  mandamus  may 

undetermined.  issue.  notwithstanding  such 

question  of  fact  is  undetermined, 
upon  such  terms  as  to  security,  payment  of 
money  into  the  court,  or  otherwise,  as  the 
court  may  think  proper,  pending  the  determi- 


Writs  of  per¬ 
emptory  man¬ 
damus  com¬ 
manding:  the 
movement  of 
interstate  traffic 


Peremptory 
mandamus  may 
issue  notwith- 


Remedy  by  nation  of  the  question  of  fact: 
mandamus  cuTOu-  Provided,  That  the  remedy  here¬ 
by  given  by  writ  of  mandamus 
shall  be  cumulative,  and  shall  not  be  held  to 
exclude  or  interfere  with  other  remedies  pro¬ 
vided  by  this  act  or  the  act  to  which  it  is  a 
supplement. 

Section  24.  That  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  is  hereby  enlarged  so  as  to  con¬ 
sist  of  seven  members  with 
Enlargement  of  terms  of  seven  years,  and  each 
iJicTeT^'of  shall  receive  ten  thousand  dol- 

saiary.  lars  Compensation  annually.  The 

qualifications  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioners  and  the  manner  of  the  payment  of 
their  salaries  shall  be  as  already  provided  by 
law.  Such  enlargement  of  the  Commission 
shall  be  accomplished  through  appointment  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con¬ 
sent  of  the  Senate,  of  two  additional  Interstate 
Commerce  Commissioners,  one  for  a  term  ex¬ 
piring  December  thirty-first,  1911,  one  for  a 
term  expiring  December  thirty-first,  1912.  The 
terms  of  the  present  Commissioners,  or  of  any 
successor  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  present 
Commissioners,  shall  expire  as  heretofore  pro¬ 
vided  by  law.  Their  successors  and  the  suc¬ 
cessors  of  the  additional  Commissioners  herein 
provided  for  shall  be  appointed  for  the  full 
term  of  seven  years,  except  that  any  person 
appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  shall  be  appointed 
only  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  Commis¬ 
sioner  whom  he  shall  succeed.  Not  more  than 
four  Commissioners  shall  be  appointed  from 
the  same  political  party. 

Additional  section.  That  all  existing  laws 
relating  to  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and  the 
production  of  evidence  and  the 
compelling  of  testimony  under 
the  Act  to  regulate  commerce 
and  all  Acts  amendatory  thereof 
shall  apply  to  any  and  all  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  hearings  under 
this  Act. 

Additional  section.  That  all  laws  and  parts 
of  laws  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  are  hereby  repealed,  but  the 
flictfng  Faws.”"  amendments  herein  provided  for 
shall  not  affect  causes  now 
pending  in  courts  of  the  United  States,  but 
such  causes  shall  be  prosecuted  to  a  conclusion 
in  the  manner  heretofore  provided  by  law. 

Approved  February  eleven,  1887;  amended 
March  two,  1889;  February  ten.  1891;  February 
eight,  189.fi,  and  June  twenty-nine,  1906. 

By  a  joint  resolution  adopted  after  the  passage  of  the 
TIepburn  it  was  provided  that  this  Act  should  go 

into  effect  sixty  days  after  June  29,  190fi. 


Further  means 
for  compelling 
attendance  of 
witnesses  and 
production  of 
evidence. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  September  seventh  amounted  to 
1.39,323  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
4,083.406  tons,  as  compared  with  6.046.080  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease 
of  1,962,674  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
1,307  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  44,628 
tons,  as  compared  with  61,738  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year 
of  17,1?0  tons. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.’s  statement  of 
the  coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east 
oi  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  Sep¬ 
tember  fifteenth,  with  comparisons,  follows : 


1906.  1906.  1905. 

Short  Tons —  Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 

Sept.  15.  Sept.  15.  Sept.  16. 

■Anthracite  .  94.12.1  3, 044. 5', '2  3.252,812 

Bituminous  . 650.582  22.216,325  20.334.421 

Coke  . 248.031  8.860,122  7.720.554 


Total  . 992,736  34,121.019  31.307.7.87 


The  fact  that  a  certain  coal  near  the  outcrop 
is  soft  and  easily  mined,  is  no  evidence  that  this 
condition  will  continue.  Three  or  four  hundred 
feet  farther  in,  the  character  of  the  seam  may 
completely  change,  and  necessitate  the  use  of  ma¬ 
chines,  high  explosives,  and  a  general  revision 
in  the  method  of  mining  as  first  pressed. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  September  27. 

There  has  been  no  great  change  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  market  in  this  vicinity  from  what  it  was 
last  week,  but  it  is  the  opinion  among  the  trade 
that  the  general  feeling  is  more  healthful.  The 
principal  improvement  in  the  demand  for  coal 
has  been  with  the  retail  dealers  who  almost  uni¬ 
versally  say  that  trade  is  somewhat  better  than  it 
has  been  for  several  weeks  and  greater  improve¬ 
ment  is  looked  for  with  the  advent  of  cooler 
weather.  This  seems  to  be  the  case  all  the  way 
from  New  York  east  to  Boston  and  likely  further. 
Dealers  in  some  places  state  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  is  only  slight  while  others  say  they  have 
all  the  business  they  can  take  care  of. 

The  companies  have  only  felt  this  improvement 
to  a  slight  extent,  but  with  ihe  small  amount  of 
coal  the  dealers  have  on  hand  they  will  he  com- 
pcl'cd  to  order  additional  supplies  to  take  care 
of  the  fall  and  winter  business,  which  will  no 
doubt  be  heavy  unless  all  expectations  fail. 

None  of  the  trade  seems  to  have  more  than 
about  one-half  of  their  usual  stock  on  hand  and 
some  of  the  dealers  have  even  less  than  this 
quantity. 

Egg,  Stove  and  Nut  in  Best  Demand. 

The  principal  demand  for  anthracite,  for  the 
present,  seems  to  be  for  egg,  stove  and  nut  sizes 
in  about  equal  quantities,  although  broken  coal 
is  still  active  among  the  manufacturers  and  con¬ 
sumers  of  that  size;  yet  the  demand  is  all  that 
can  be  expected.  None  of  the  prepared  sizes, 
for  the  time  being,  seem  to  be  a  drug  on  the 
market. 

The  companies  are  again  working  full  time  and 
are  quite  likely  to  continue  to  do  so  for  the 
balance  of  the  winter. 

Small  sizes  continue  strong  except  pea  coal, 
for  which  there  is  a  lighter  demand  at  tidewater 
than  for  the  other  sizes.  Consumers  of  steam 
sizes  from  buckwheat  down,  are  all  calling  for 
heavy  shipments  with  the  result  that  these  sizes 
are  in  active  demand,  but  notwithstanding  this, 
the  coal  is  moved  promptly.  No  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  finding  plenty  of  boats  to  take  care 
of  the  orders. 


Even  washery  grades  are  being  moved  at  mucb 
better  returns  than  was  the  case  two  or  three 
w'ceks  ago  and  the  demand  continues  to  be 
active.  Many  of  the  consumers  of  these  sizes 
who  had  accumulated  large  quantities  early  in 
the  year  and  who  on  that  account  were  out  of  the 
market  for  some  time,  have  ordered  new  sup¬ 
plies,  not  only  for  immediate  consumption,  but 
for  storage,  to  meet  winter  demand.  Tins  is  one 
factor  for  the  sudden  improvement  in  the  steam 
coal  situation. 

Line  Trade  Most  Active. 

Line  trade  is  becoming  considerably  more  active 
tlian  it  was  reported  to  be  last  week  and  the 
orders  that  accumulated  during  the  recent  sus¬ 
pension  are  now  being  filled.  The  independent 
operators  find  no  difficulty  in  keeping  their  coal 
moving  on  the  basis  of  the  full  Philadelphia 
circular  and  are  not  inclined  to  cut  the  prices 
as  was  the  case  a  short  time  back. 

Tbe  barge  supplv  bas  been  interfered  with  on 
account  of  the  continual  east  winds  and  while 
rates  have  not  advanced,  it  has  been  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  secure  barges  as  they  are  wanted  than 
heretofore.  As  an  instance  of  this,  barges  that 
generally  consume  from  two  to  three  days  in 
going  from  New  York  to  Providence  have  re¬ 
cently  taken  a  good  two  weeks  to  get  to  their 
destination. 

In  New  York  city  the  retailers  report  business 
considerably  better  than  it  has  been  for  several 
weeks  and  they  expect  that  from  now  on  they  will 
be  kept  at  least  reasonably  busy  taking  care  of 
tbe  orders. 

Tbe  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
has  not  changed  much.  There  are  enough  orders 
in  the  hands  of  shippers  on  regular  business  to 
keep  the  mines  fairly  active,  outside  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  orders  upon  contracts  already  in  hand.  The 
market  is  extremely  dull,  and  the  poorer  classes 
of  coal  can  hardly  be  disposed  of  at  any  price. 
This  is  a  condition  that  has  been  recognized 
by  the  producers  for  some  time,  and,  accordingly, 
comparatively  little  coal  has  been  sent  upon  the 
market.  'I'he  fall  demand  that  was  expected  has 
.not  developed  as  yet,  though  improvements  are 
looked  for  as  soon  as  cold  weather  develops. 


'The  car  supply  is  not  too  good  on  any  of  the 
roads,  though  with  the  present  small  demand 
positive  trouble  is  not  showing  to  :uiy  material 
extent,  except  upon  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  where 
the  various  kinds  and  classes  of  embargoes  to 
various  points  and  on  various  kinds  of  cars  arc 
still  in  effect,  making  it  almost  impossible  for 
shippers  on  this  line  to  be  able  to  calculate  ahead 
to  any  great  extent. 

There  is  some  little  demand  for  export  busi¬ 
ness,  and  vessels  are  making  inquiry  for  this 
class  of  trade,  but  it  does  not  amount  to  enough 
t(>  make  any  improvement  show  in  the  general 
trade. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  has  shown  a  little  im¬ 
provement.  Consumers  are  rather  inclined  to 
take  advantage  of  the  lower  coastwise  freights 
still  prevailing,  and  a  little  more  disposition  on 
the  part  of  vessel  owners  is  shown  to  give  more 
days  for  loading  and  discharging  than  is  called 
for  hy  the  regular  discharging  and  loading  clause. 

Sound  business  is  quiet  and  irregular,  some 
]ioints  putting  in  orders  and  other  points  with¬ 
drawing.  The  general  inclination,  however,  is 
to  delay  taking  on  coal.  It  is  thought  that  this 
will  be  changed  with  the  first  showing  of  cold 
winter  weather. 

New  York  Harbor  Trade  Dull. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  dull.  Prices  remain 
low',  on  current  business  $2..'>()  to  $2.60  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  harbor  shipping  ports  being  about  the 
quotation  for  good  grades  of  steam  coal,  with 
the  gas  coals  running  down  to  $2. .30. 

All-rail  trade  is  dull,  and  consumers  get  offers 
of  coal  at  low  prices  from  all  districts. 

Car  supply  is  sufficient  for  the  demand,  though 
generally  not  more  than  what  is  wanted.  Trans¬ 
portation  from  mines  to  tide  is  a  little  bit  slow 
and  irregular. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  in 
fairly  good  supply,  and  the  demand  seems  to  be 
able  to  take  care  of  it  easily. 

We  (piote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Phila- 
deliihia  as  follows :  Boston,  Salem,  Portland,  65 
(n70  cents;  to  the  sound,  55  cents;  Lynn,  New- 
buryport  and  Bangor,  S5  cents;  Portsmouth  and 
Bath,  7()@75  cents;  Saco,  90  cents  and  towage; 
(iardner,  85@9()c  and  towage. 


Market  ^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  September  27. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — With  the  Democratic  state  convention, 
one  of  the  most  exciting  and  largest  attended  in 
the  history  of  the  commonwealth,  in  session  this 
week,  attention  of  everybody  is  engrossed,  and 
the  offices  are  almost  vacant  the  greater  portion 
of  the  time. 

“There  is  absolutely  no  news,”  said  a  prominent 
dealer  when  asked  by  The  Black  Diamond  for 
information.  “Just  write  your  publication  to  pick 
lip  last  week’s  letter  and  you  will  have  done  about 
all  that  is  necessary,”  which  is  a  pretty  true 
statement  of  conditions. 

Prices  of  bituminous  hold  about  the  same, 
though  there  is  a  shade  of  improvement  in  the 
-■Mlegheny  valley  market,  the  product  of  those 
mines  being  held  for  a  dollar  a  ton  net  for  run- 
of-mine,  whereas  last  week  the  operators  were 
glad  to  get  a  dollar  a  ton  gross.  Pittsburg  con¬ 
tinues  firm  at  former  prices. 

Car  Situation  Is  as  Bad  as  Ever. 

There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the  car 
situation,  the  shortage  still  continuing,  with  no 


prospect  of  speedy  betterment.  Mines  are  not 
working  more  than  half  time,  as  not  more  than 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  product  can  be  moved.  In 
the  east  the  situation  has  not  improved.  That  it 
is  unchanged  is  due  to  the  fact  that  consumers 
have  not  yet  worked  off  their  surplus.  An  ex- 
jilanation  of  the  cause  for  this  was  made  by  a 
shipper  today.  He  said  : 

“New  River  and  Pocohontas  coal  coming  to 
Mystic  wharf  in  Boston  and  thence  shipped  in¬ 
land  by  rail  for  distribution  can  be  laid  in  much 
cheaper  than  all-rail  coal.  The  result  is  that 
consumers  stock  up  heavily  with  this  cheap  trans¬ 
portation  coal,  and  now,  when  the  water  rates 
are  advanced  owing  to  the  greater  risk  of  water 
tran.sportation  in  tlie  fall  months,  they  are  only 
buying  sufficient  for  present  needs — what  you 
might  term  a  hand-to-mouth  market  is  the  result. 
There  is  no  buying  for  stocking  and  this  accounts 
for  the  dullness.  1  am  informed  that  the  Boston 
&  Maine  railroad  alone  has  at  the  present  time 
200,000  tons  of  steam  coal  in  stock.” 

There  is  an  extreme  dullness  reported  in  the 
Canadian  market,  but  no  special  reason  is  ad¬ 
vanced  beyond  the  fact  that  everybody  stocked 


heavily  early  in  the  season  and  the  surplus  is  not 
yet  worked  off. 

Coke  in  Strong  Demand. 

Stock  coke  is  now  in  strong  demand,  for  use 
among  the  evaporators  all  through  western  New 
York.  'This  is  a  great  fruit  belt  and  there  are 
hundreds  of  farmers  who  dispose  of  the  orchard 
products  to  the  evaporators,  which  are  quite 
heavy  consumers  of  coke.  Just  now  the  supply  is 
very  light  and  hard  to  get.  hhirnace  coke  and 
foundry  coke  are  also  in  good  dehiand,  owing  to 
the  activity  in  the  iron  trade. 

It  is  rumored  that  C.  B.  Kinne  of  the  Cherry 
Run  Coal  Co.  has  been  offered  and  will  likely 
accept  the  ])osition  of  purchasing  agent  for  the 
United  States  Leather  Co.  The  position  is  a 
responsible  one,  for  the  purchasing  agent  has  to 
look  after  the  siqiplies  of  coal  and  oil  for  about 
fifty  stations.  Mr.  Kinne  is  well  qualified  for 
the  position. 

New  offices  of  the  Keystone  .Mining  Co.  have 
been  oiiened  in  this  city,  bringing  Lucius  T.  Ros- 
sitcr  into  the  ranks  of  Buffalo’s  general  sales 
agents.  The  Keystone  Co.  arc  miners  and  ship- 
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pers  of  the  lirady’s  Bend  bituminous.  'J'lie  new 
oi'tices  are  in  the  Prudential  building. 

In  the  anthracite  market  there  is  a  continued 
dullness,  owing  to  the  warm  weather.  There 
has  been  an  elTort  to  clean  uj)  the  coal  for  way 
ports  and  this  work  is  now  being  carried  on  as 
exi)editiously  as  possible,  on  account  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  end  of  the  season.  Line  orders  are 
about  normal.  Cool  evenings  of  the  past  week 
have  served  as  a  partial  stimulant  to  the  retail 
trade. 

Marine  forwarding  has  been  a  little  heavier  this 
week  than  last,  the  tot:d  shipments  reaching  P.'i,- 
OSS  tons.  This  amount  was  distrilnited  as  follows: 


1  )estination. 

Tons. 

1  lestination. 

'I'ons. 

Superior  .  . .  . 

.  .  .30,300 

Waukegan  .  . 

.  .  .  6.600 

Duluth  . 

...11 ,300 

Gladstone  .... 

.  .  3,100 

Milwaukee  .  . 

.  .  .36.886 

Green  Bay.... 

Port  Arthur 

Lake  Linden.. 

,  ..  1,000 

Chicago  . 

...  1 8,500 

Corresponding  period  last  year,  08,000  tons. 


At  Wilkesbarre,  quoting  Worcester  and  Web¬ 
ster  to  show  that  an  advertisement  is  a  notice 
containing  information  posted  in  a  public  place. 
Judge  Ilalscy  has  decided  an  important  case 
against  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  and  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Coal  companies. 

'I  hcsc  companies  object  to  paying  cash  road 
taxes  to  Hanover  townshij),  asserting  the  super¬ 
visors  had  not  jiroperly  advertised  the  right  of 
taxpayers  to  work  out  the  road  taxes.  The  super¬ 
visors  showed  they  had  posted  notices  along  a 
public  road  and  won  the  case. 

Consolidation  of  the  local  freight  offices  of  the 
New  York  Central  lines  under  one  head  is  one 
of  the  rumors  now  current  in  railroad  circles, 
:ind  it  is  understood  there  is  some  foundation  for 
the  report.  Rumors  to  the  same  effect  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  passenger  department  are  dis¬ 
credited. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 


1'>.\LTIM0RE,  Ml).,  September  27.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — With  summer  still  lingering  in  the 
lap  of  autumn,  coal  conditions  here  arc  not  what 
they  should  be  in  the  face  of  existing  circum¬ 
stances.  This  applies  to  both  anthracite  and  bi¬ 
tuminous.  With  the  former  fuel  the  warm 
weather  has  prevented  the  many  householders 
who  must  replenish  their  coal  stocks  from  realiz¬ 
ing  just  how  near  winter  really  is.  There  are 
an  unusually  large  number  of  unstocked  cellars 
this  year  to  judge  from  general  reports,  but  with 
the  thermometer  dallying  around  the  eighties 
there  does  not  seem  to  have  been  much  of  a  de¬ 
sire  recently  to  get  under  cover.  In  the  past  two 
or  three  days,  however,  the  weather  has  been 
slightly  more  autumn-like,  especially  after  night¬ 
fall,  and  it  will  not  be  long  before  there  is  a  very 
brisk  awakening  for  anthracite. 

Business  Slow  in  Reviving. 

Bituminous,  too,  has  not  shown  the  response 
to  the  season  that  was  expected  by  many.  It 
was  hoped  that  prices  would  have  materially 
strengthened  by  this  time,  while  as  a  fact  there 
has  been  but  comparatively  little  gain  in  this  re¬ 
spect.  To  be  sure  the  present  week  has  seen  a 
number  of  sales  at  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  above 
the  schedule  that  prevailed  in  the  middle  of 
August,  but  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  considerably  above  this.  While  dollar  coal 
at  the  mines  is  probably  left  behind,  still  $1.60  for 
the  best  grades,  as  at  present,  and  down  to  $1.30 
for  fair  grade  coals,  is  not  an  over-encouraging 
feature. 

To  be  sure  the  demand  for  bituminous  has 
brightened  up  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  this 
makes  the  prices  all  the  more  remarkable.  Then, 
too,  the  existing  car  shortage  should  have  had  a 
more  beneficial  effect  on  the  market  from  the 
standpoint  of  stiffening  prices  than  has  been  the 
case.  Whether  or  not  the  jump  will  come  along 
with  a  rush  in  the  near  future  is  problematical, 
but  all  profess  to  see  an  early  advance  of  some 
sort,  none  hazarding  a  guess  as  to  just  how 
much  it  will  be. 

Notes  on  Car  Supply  Topics. 

And  now  let  us  come  back  to  car  shortage  for  a 
while.  A  trip  around  the  various  coal  offices 
developed  the  fact  that  not  a  few  of  the  coal 
men  look  upon  attempts  to  draw  them  out  on 
car  shortage  lines  as  not  over  good  for  their 
business  interests.  “I  don’t  think  it  exactly 
diplomatic  to  allow  my  name  to  be  used  in  this 
car  shortage  talk,”  said  one  well  known  coal  man. 
When  pressed  for  a  reason  he  merely  said, 
‘‘Sometimes  the  railroads  are  all-seeing.  Just 
now  when  they  are  apparently  straining  every 
nerve  to  get  cars  to  the  shippers,  railroad  officials 
do  not  take  kindly  to  criticism.  To  talk  might 
hit  my  car  supply.” 

It  can  be  said,  however,  that  one  of  the  chief 
considerations  in  summing  up  the  present  situ¬ 
ation  is  the  irregular  car  supply  at  the  mines. 
Many  of  the  railroads  are  reported  to  have 
placed  an  embargo  on  cars  outside  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  reached  by  their  own  lines,  and  have  given 


notice  that  all  cars  must  be  loaded  to  full  rated 
weight  capacity.  The  charging  of  freights  at 
figures  marked  on  cars,  whether  fully  loaded  or 
not,  which  is  reported  to  be  the  program,  will 
proi)ably  result  in  full  loadings. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  prospering.  Its  in¬ 
crease  in  gross  earnings  for  the  month  of  August, 
over  the  same  period  of  last  year,  was  $783,953. 
The  net  earnings  for  the  same  period  showed  an 
increase  of  over  $343,540. 

Speaking  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway,  all 
Baltimore,  including  the  coal  men,  are  awaiting 
with  deep  interest  the  outcome  of  the  reports 
that  the  Harriman  interests  have  secured  control 
ot  that  road  through  the  purchase  of  the  hold¬ 
ings  of  the  Pennsylvania  in  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 
Should  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  thus  become  a 
trans-continental  road  with  what  would  be  a 
terminus  for  a  considerable  portion  of  its  freight 
in  Baltimore,  it  would  pive  this  city,  when  the 
Goulds  complete  their  trans-continental  road  to 
Baltimore,  two  such  systems  stretching  across  the 
continent.  Baltimoreans  are  not  enthusing  too 
much  as  yet,  but  hope  to  rejoice  later. 

President  John  Mitchell  of  the  mine  workers 
was  in  town  during  the  week,  but  had  little  to 
say  of  importance.  He  came  here  to  prepare 
for  taking  the  stump  against  a  Maryland  con¬ 
gressman  who  is  reported  to  have  been  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  certain  labor  legislation  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  Mr.  Mitchell  said  in  a 
public  interview  that  he  saw  but  little  prospect 
of  any  trouble  ahead  in  the  mining  regions  for 
some  time  to  come  in  the  way  of  strikes. 

President  Warren  G.  Elliott,  of  the  Atlantic 
Coast  Line,  died  in  the  state  of  New  York  last 
h'riday.  He  had  his  offices  in  the  Continental 
building  in  this  city,  and  made  his  home  here. 
He  was  also  connected  with  a  number  of  Balti¬ 
more  financial  institutions  in  the  capacity  of 
director. 

No  material  changes  have  been  noted  in  charter 
fi  eight  rates  of  late.  Northern  ports  are  the  main 
aiiiKiunceinents,  although  there  have  been  sev¬ 
eral  Porto  Rican  charters  made  public  within  the 
past  week.  Boston  is  still  being  quoted  at 
seventy-five  cents. 

Baltimore  is  fast  establishing  a  reputation  as 
the  principal  port  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  for 
the  shipment  of  coal.  The  recent  completion  of 
the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad,  tapping,  as  it  does, 
one  of  the  richest  undeveloped  coal  districts 
of  West  Virginia,  and  with  its  connections  with 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Western  Maryland 
and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroads,  means 
much  more  to  the  shipping  interests  of  this  city 
than  appears  upon  the  surface. 

As  yet  the  Western  Maryland  is  shipping  but 
little  coal  except  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.’s 
product  over  its  fine  new  ])iers  at  Port  Coving¬ 
ton,  but  the  piers  were  not  built  as  a  mere 
matter  of  chance.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  road  realizes  the  vast  possibili¬ 
ties  of  coal  development,  not  alone  along  its 
own  lines,  including  the  absorbed  West  Virginia 
Central,  but  in  the  undeveloped  territory  to  be 
opened  up  by  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad.  Tests 
made  along  the  line  of  this  road  show  that  the 
fuel  to  come  from  the  section,  in  addition  to 
being  almost  limitless  in  quantity,  is  of  fine 


quality.  Along  the  road  are  some  fine 
specimens  of  gas  coal,  coking  coal,  steam  coal 
and  splint  coal.  'I  he  character  of  the  coal  is 
said  to  be  of  the  same  type  as  that  in  the  Eair- 
mont  and  Clarksburg  districts,  but  much  harder 
and  yielding  a  large  percentage  of  large  blocks. 

In  this  new  field  the  Western  Maryland,  which 
will  undoubtedly  get  a  large  bulk  of  the  business, 
will  secure  its  first  gas  coal.  No  one  is  optirtiis- 
tic  enough  to  see  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons 
of  coal  from  the  district  pouring  over  the  sides 
of  the  Port  Covington  piers  into  waiting  bot¬ 
toms  in  a  year,  or  even  two  years,  but  all  pre¬ 
dict  that  it  will  come  finally. 

A  significant  feature  of  the  situation  was  the 
recent  announcement  of  rates  for  the  coals  from 
the  new  territory.  Both  the  Western  Maryland 
and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  have  set  the  rate  at 
$1.80  to  Baltimore,  the  same  as  the  Fairmont 
coal  rate.  While  there  are  a  number  of  inde¬ 
pendents  as  well  as  Western  Maryland  controlled 
Iiroperties  between  Cumberland  and  Elkins  and 
Elkins  and  Gassaway,  some  of  the  most  promis¬ 
ing  properties  are  held  or  worked  by  the  Davis 
Colliery  Co.,  which  is  represented  in  this  city 
and  in  the  south  by  Hendley  &  Co. 

Mr.  Hendley,  in  speaking  of  the  prospects  for 
increased  shiiiments,  said  that,  while  the  greater 
jiortion  of  the  coal  and  coke  output  of  the  Davis 
Colliery  Co.  is  at  jiresent  finding  its  way  south, 
west  and  northwest,  the  future  will  see  large 
shipments  to  Baltimore,  both  from  the  lines 
along  the  old  West  Virginia  Central  and  from 
the .  territory  along  the  new  Coal  &  Coke  rail¬ 
road.  The  company  is  now  supplying  consider¬ 
able  quantities  of  coal  to  some  of  the  larger  in¬ 
dustries,  such  as  the  South  Baltimore  car  works, 
and  coke  to  the  Maryland  Steel  Co.,  but  it  is 
insignificant  compared  with  what  this  and  other 
concerns  along  the  same  territory^  e.xpect  to  do 
in  the  future. 

The  J^etv  England  Trade. 

Boston',  September  37. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  wholesale  business  passing  in  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  is  still  of  quite  modest  proportions.  The 
retailers,  however,  are  displaying  a  little  more 
interest  in  the  market,  perhaps,  than  they  were 
earlier  in  the  month,  and  the  outlook  is  thought 
to  be  for  a  comparatively  brisk  trade  throughout 
October  and  November. 

The  companies’  actual  prices  for  white  ash  free 
burning  coal  f.  o.  b.  New  York  are;  Grate,  $4.75; 
egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $5. 

As  regards  the  market  for  bituminous  coal,  the 
more  cheerful  and  generally  firmer  tone  referred 
to  last  week  is  retained.  Both  in  the  number 
and  importance  of  the  orders  being  received 
there  is  still  room  for  expansion,  but  buyers  are 
not  so  listless  as  they  were  in  August,  and  every¬ 
one  feels  more  encouraged. 

For  the  standard  grades  of  bituminous  coal, 
popular  in  New  England,  the  regular  prices  are 
now  being  obtained.  For  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  on  the  cars.  Mystic  wharf.  $3.63  is  the 
idea,  and  this,  of  course,  is  the  equivalent  of  $2.75 
f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News.  It  is  satis¬ 
factory  to  be  able  to  note  that  the  difficulties 
about  lading  at  these  two  ports  are  disappearing, 
trimmers  being  much  more  easily  procured  than 
at  the  date  of  our  last  report. 

Georges  Creek  is  firm  at  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  buyers  would  do  well  to  remember 
that  to  this  price  ten  cents  will  be  added  next 
month.  There  is  Pennsylvania  coal  to  be  had 
for  as  little  as  $3.30  on  the  cars  at  the  Mystic, 
but  there  are  grades  that  are  not  selling  for  less 
than  $3.50.  For  all-rail  coal  at  the  mines  the 
range  is  $1.00  to  $1.25.  Customers  tell  of  incon¬ 
venience  caused  by  a  shortage  in  cars. 

Regarding  vessel  freight  rates,  vessels  may  still 
be  had  for  low  rates.  We  quote  to  Boston  from 
Hampton  Roads,  65  cents ;  from  Baltimore,  75 
ceaits,  and  from  Philadelphia,  65@70  cents. 
From  Newport  News  to  Providencce  55  cents 
has  been  accepted  within  a  few  days. 

The  retail  trade  shows  very  marked  and  satis¬ 
factory  improvement.  The  dealers  find  it 
possible  now  to  keep  their  teams  employed.  The 
awful  dullness  of  the  summer  has  been  succeeded 
by'  a  reasonably  brisk  September  trade,  which 
promises  to  improve  further.  Prices  remain  just 
as  they  have  been  throughout  the  warm  weather, 
current  quotations  being  as  follows :  Furnace, 
$6.25;  egg,  $6.50;  stove,  $6.75;  chestnut.  $6.75; 
pea,  $5.00 ;  Lehigh  furnace,  $6.50 ;  Lehigh  egg, 
$6.75;  Shamokin,  $7.00;  Franklin,  $8.00. 
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Knight,  McFadden  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  have 
opened  New  York  offices  at  96  Broadway,  with 
Dana  Mitchell,  sales  manager,  in  charge. 

During  the  year  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 
and  affiliated  companies  produced  and  purchased 
85.25  per  cent  of  the  anthracite  coal  transported 
by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Co. 

A  record  price  for  coal  land  in  the  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  basin  has  been  secured.  It  was  a  tract  of 
25o’  acres  in  Hempfield  township.  The  price 
secured  approximated  one  thousand  dollars  an 
acre. 

Upon  the  highest  authority  it  is  stated  that 
there  will  be  no  dividends  on  Dominion  Coal 
common  as  a  result  of  this  year’s  business.  The 
directors  say  that  the  company  will  be  in  good 
shape  to  resume  dividends  at  the  close  of  1907. 

All  traffic  on  the  Pittsburg-Wheeling  division 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  was  inter¬ 
rupted  the  first  part  of  this  week  as  a  result  of 
a  cave-in  of  the  Thomas  tunnel.  Sixty-five  feet 
of  the  tunnel  roof,  which  has  been  loose  for 
days,  fell,  completely  choking  the  passageway. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  held  its 
monthly  meeting  at  the  Bourse  Monday  and  de¬ 
cided  to  maintain  its  winter  schedule  of  prices 
for  domestic  sizes  of  anthracite  at  $6.75  a  ton 
until  April  first  next.  Arrangements  were  com¬ 
pleted  for  the  annual  excursion  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  which  begins  Tuesday.  Fifty  members  and 
their  families  went  to  Old  Point  Comfort  to  stav 
a  few  days. 

It  is  officially  stated  at  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  offices  that  there  is  absolutely  no  foundation 
in  fact  for  the  alarming  rumors  concerning  the 
condition  of  President  Cassatt,  who  is  recuper¬ 
ating  from  the  effects  of  an  attack  of  whooping 
cough  contracted  at  Bar  Harbor.  It  is  Mr. 
Cassatt’s  intention  to  defer  taking  up  active  du¬ 
ties  at  his  office  until  he  has  completely  recov¬ 
ered,  but  he  is  improving  in  health  and  strength 
dailv. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  practically  all  of  the 
stock  is  controlled  by  a  single  group  of  men, 
there  will  be  no  opposition  to  the  increase  in  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
at  the  stockholders’  meeting  in  Tracy  City,  Tenn., 
on  October  sixteenth.  After  the  stockholders’ 
meeting  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  Tennessee  company  will  be  held,  when  it 
is  expected  that  the  purposes  of  the  new  stock 
issue  will  he  made  public.  If  present  plans  are 
carried  out  the  common  stock  of  the  Republic 
will  be  taken  over  by  the  Tennessee  company  at 
a  figure  between  forty  and  fifty. 

The  total  production  of  anthracite  coal  from 
the  lands  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.  and  other  companies  in  which 
it  and  the  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Co.  are  inter¬ 
ested,  through  ownership  of  stock,  was  $7,667,- 
665.14  tons  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  thirtieth. 
1906,  as  against  7,975,210.09  tons  for  the  previous 
year,  a  decrease  of  307,544.15  tons,  or  3.86  per 
cent.  This  decrease  is  due  entirely  to  the  en¬ 
forced  suspension  of  mining  during  the  months 
of  April  and  May,  as  previously  mentioned,  and 
to  the  same  cause  may  also  be  ascribed  the  dimin¬ 
ished  net  earnings  for  the  year.  Sixty  and  thir¬ 
teen-hundredths  per  cent  of  the  total  operating 
expenses  of  the  railroad  company,  or  $12,118,- 
328.90,  was  paid  direct  to  labor,  being  distributed 
among  21,196  employes. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has 
made  public  an’abstract  report  on  the  railvyays 
of  the  country  for  the  year  ended  June  thirty, 
1905.  On  that  date  there  were  218,101.04  miles 
of  single  track,  being  an  increase  over  the 
previous  year  of  4,196  miles.  The  operated 
mileage  was  216,973.  The  aggregate  mileage; 
including  tracks  of  all  kinds,  was  306,796.  The 
number  of  railway  corporations  was  2,167. 
There  were  in  use  48,357  locomotives,  1,842,871 
cars,  an  increase  over  1904  of  44,310;  1,382,196 
railway  employes.  The  par  value  of  the  rail¬ 
way  capital  was  $13,805,258,121,  which  is  equiv¬ 
alent  to  $65,926  per  mile.  The  number  of  pas¬ 
sengers  carried  was  738,834,667,  an  increase  of 


23,414,985;  freight  carried  was  1,427,731,905 
tons,  an  increase  of  117,832,740  tons.  I  he 
average  revenue  per  passenger  was  1.96  cents; 
per  ton  freight,  0.766  cents;  the  like  average 
for  1904  was  0.780  cents.  Gross  earnings  were 
$2,082,482,406,  an  increase  of  $107,308,315; 
operating  expenses  were  $1,390,602,152,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $51,705,899;  net  earnings  were  $691,- 
880,254,  an  increase  of  $55,602,416.  The  divi¬ 
dends  declared  were  $238,046,897,  leaving  a  sui- 
plus  of  $89,043,490.  The  previous  year’s  sur¬ 
plus  was  $56,729,331.  During  the  year  the 
total  casualties  were  95, 711,  of  which  9,703 
were  killed  and  86,008  were  injured.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  passengers  killed  was  537,  or  one  pas¬ 
senger  for  every  1,375,856  carried. 

An  estimated  yearly  loss  of  nearly  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  dollars  to  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  company  as 
a  result  of  reducing  passenger  rate  to  two  cents 
a  mile  several  months  ago  already  has  been 
turned  into  an  actual  gain  in  gross  receipts, 
as  compared  with  other  years,  through  an 
increased  volume  of  business.  In  addition  to 
the  reduction  of  passenger  rates,  the  tariff 
on  coal  to  New  England  points  also  was  re¬ 
duced  to  a  figure  which,  on  the  old  volume  of 
coal  business  to  New  England  points,  would 
have  resulted  in  a  yearly  loss  of  $150,000  to  the 
railroad  company.  Receipts  to  date  indicate 
that  not  only  has  this  estimated  loss  been 
overcome,  but  that  there  will  be  an  actual  gain 
over  other  years. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  awarded  contracts 
on  September  twenty-first  for  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  12,400  freight  cars,  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $15,000,000.  The  order  was  divided 
as  follows :  Pressed  Steel  Car  Co.  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  four  thousand  hopper  cars,  two  thousand 
gondola  cars,  nine  hundred  box  cars  and  four 
hundred  flat  cars;  Cambria  Steel  Co.,  three 
thousand  hopper  cars;  Standard  Steel  Car  Co., 
twenty-one  hundred  gondola  cars.  The  con¬ 
tracts  specify  that  the  delivery  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  shall  begin  in  April  next,  and  continue 
until  late  in  the  summer.  The  Pennsylvania 
railroad  has  ordered  this  year  about  thirty-five 
thousand  freight  cars,  which  are  being  de¬ 
livered  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  a  day.  More 
than  eighteen  thousand  have  already  been  de¬ 
livered  and  placed  in  active  service.  This 
order  was  the  largest  the  company  ever  placed 
and  it  was  thought  that  additional  orders 
would  not  be  necessary  until  ne.xt  year.  Traffic 
has  increased  so  rapidly  that  a  shortage  is 
already  felt. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Reading  Co.,  which 
controls  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway 
Co.  and  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  thirty,  1906, 
has  heen  made  public.  Notwithstanding  the 
losses  incident  to  the  anthracite  coal  strike, 
which  lasted  from  April  first  to  May  tenth,  the 
net  earnings  for  the  year  amount  to  $28,511,963.50, 
only  $393,933.27  less  than  the  combined  net  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  previous  year.  'I  he  surplus  of  the 
three  companies  for  the  year  is  $7,843,818.96. 
This  is  a  reduction  of  $2,174,929.05  from  the 
surplus  of  the  previous  year,  but  this  was  occa¬ 
sioned  largely  by  an  increase  of  $2,559,708.98  in 
the  amount  expended  for  improvements.  I  he  total 
accumulated  surpluses  of  the  three  companies 
as  of  June  thirty,  1906,  was  $19,826,320.88,  which 
represents  an  increase  of  $1,740,967.71  over  that 
of  June  thirtieth,  1905.  The  dividend  and  sinking 
fund  payments  in  the  year  e.nded^  June  thirty, 
1906,  amounted  to  $6,102,851.25.  1  he  gross  re¬ 

ceipts  of  the  railway  company  for  the  year 
1905-1906  were  $40,563,724.58,  an  increase  of 
$3,068,005.70,  or  eight  and  eighteen  hundredths 
l)cr  cent  over  the  previous  year.  1  his  increase, 
ticcording  to  the  report,  e.xceeds  in  amount  ;uid 
percentage  the  increase  in  gross  receipts  in  any 
year  since  1900,  with  the  exception  of  1903.  It 
was  due  to  the  increased  business  of  every  class 
handled  except  that  of  carrying  anthracite.  'I'lie 
gross  receipts  were  the  largest  in  its  history. 
The  increase  in  the  gross  receipts  was  largely 
offset  by  an  increase  of  $2,656,822  in  oper.ating 
expenses.  I'he  net  earnings  were  $18,426,- 


552.86,  as  compared  with  $18,015,369.27  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  payments  on  account  of  fixed 
charges  and  taxes  were  $143,040..52  less  than  in 
the  previous  year,  and  there  was  an  increase  of 
$2,559,70,8.98  in  the  amount  paid  for  improve¬ 
ments.  Ihe  surplus  for  the  year  was  $5,381,- 
471.61,  a  decrease  of  $1,974,690.61.  1  he  funded 

indebtedness  of  the  company  was  reduced  $195,- 
000.  'I'hc  total  production  of  anthracite  coal  from 
lands  owned,  letised  or  controlled  by  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co,  was  10,- 
659,053.09  tons,  a  decrease  of  398,689.08  tons  from 
the  previous  year.  The  reduction  is  at  a  rate  of 
about  three  and  six-tenths  per  cent.  The  de¬ 
crease  in  the  whole  anthracite  region  for  the 
year  was  about  four  and  nine-tentlis  per  cent. 
There  was  a  decrease  of  $2,060,879  in  the  gross 
receipts.  The  decrease  in  expenses  amounted  to 
$1,158,014.64.  'I  he  report  shows  a  deficit  for  the 
year  for  the  coal  and  iron  company  of  $130,745. 
The  income  of  the  Reading  Co.  for  the  year  was 
$7,020,401,  as  compared  with  $6,966,019  of  the 
previous  year,  and  the  surplus  for  the  year  was 
$2,590,092.97,  as  compared  with  $2,491,707.72  in 
1905.  The  amount  of  general  mortgage  bonds 
outstanding  of  the  Reading  Co.  was  Increased 
by  $1,503,000,  making  the  total  bonds  outstand¬ 
ing  on  June  thirty.  1906,  $72,837,000. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows:  There  were  no  export 
coal  charters  completed  during  the  past  week, 
ow’ing  to  the  scarcity  of  available  tonnage,  and 
the  fact  that  the  few  boats  that  will  entertain 
export  coal  are  not  in  position  to  cover  the  orders 
that  are  in  the  market.  Shippers  are  all  offering 
higher  figures  than  they  were  wdlling  to  pay  a 
week  ago,  but,  notwithstanding  this,  are  not  se¬ 
curing  steamers  desired.  The  tonnage  scarcity 
affects  coal  freights  from  the  States  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  only  boats  that  now’  can 
be  secured  at  reasonable  figures  are  possibly  one 
or  two  large  boats  for  Havana,  Vera  Cruz  or 
Tampico. 

A  number  of  the  steamers  that  were  available 
a  week  ago  have  been  absorbed  by  grain,  tim¬ 
ber  and  other  trades,  and  should  the  price  of 
grain  in  this  country  decline,  the  probabilities 
are  that  the  few  remaining  available  boats  will 
be  taken  for  the  grain  trade. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.40@1.45  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.80@1.85  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.60  to  Cien- 
fuegos;  $1.65  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75  to  Santiago; 
$1.70@1.80  to  Colon;  $1.75  to  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad;  $1.90(g)1.95  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.60ii.l.65  to 
St.  Thomas;  $1.90  to  Barbados;  $1.60@1.70  to 
Kingston;  $1.35  and  port  charges  to  Curacoa; 
$2.50  to  Demerara;  $1.90(a‘3.00  to  Bermuda; 
$1.50@1.55  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@1.55  to  1  ajn- 
pico;  17s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  18s  to  Rosario;  17(q 
ISs  to  Rio;  18s  to  Santos;  9s  6d  to  a  direct  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  cast  of  the  west  coast 
of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.75  and  discharged  to 
Manila;  $6.25  to  Japanese  ports. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

'I'he  1  luntingdon  &  Broad  1  op  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  follow’ing  tonnage  transported 

over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
tw'enty-second,  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  cndinR  Sept.  lOOci.  15,151 

Corrcspoiuling  week,  ..  14, 

Total  for  iDOti .  bo2.‘S4S 

Corresponding  periotl  1!K)5..  481,l:t'>  l.lil.PtN 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 

compared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amount¬ 
ed  to  181,644  tons. 

V 

We  consider  The  Black  Diamond  an  excel¬ 
lent  publication.  Your  treating  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  eastern  section  is  of  sufficient  value 
to  us  to  well  pay  for  our  subscription. — The 
Connecticut  Coal  Co.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 
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Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers'  Association  Ohio. 
Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association. 

Coal  Dealers'  Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 
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Much  Needed  LegislationjonW 
Short  Weights. 

J  he  first  annual  meeting  of  llie  International 
Council  of  Coal  .Merchants,  which  took  place  at 
I’ittshurg,  I’a.,  on  September  eleventh  and 
twelfth,  was  well  attended  hy  the  representatives 
of  the  various  state,  inter-state  and  colonial  as¬ 
sociations,  and  the  reports  of  the  various  com¬ 
mittees  evidenced  a  degree  of  progress  which  is 
certtiinly  very  gratifying  and  a  very  great  credit 
to  the  organization. 

■f  ile  matter  of  “short  weights”  was  of  unusual 
interest  and  brought  out  into  phun  view  the 
urgent  necessity  for  concerted  action  by  all  of  the 
coal  orgjuiizations  to  bring  about  relief  from  this 
most  disastrous  evil,  in  fact,  the  greatest  of  all 
the  ills  with  which  a  coal  dealer  has  to  contend. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  loss  due  to  short 
weight  adds  at  least  twenty-five  cents  to  the  cost 
of  every  ton  of  coal  handled  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  the  loss  is  still  greater. 

'I'he  cure  for  this  evil  rests  entirely  with  the 
railway  companies  and  the  relief  must  of  neces¬ 
sity  come  through  transportation  companies  and 
a  way  must  be  found  to  enlist,  tbe  services  of 
the  carriers  for  the  protection  of  the  dealers’  in¬ 
terests.  Much  has  been  written  and  more  has 
been  spoken  concerning  this  matter  of  short 
weights.  In  some  states  the  aid  of  the  law  has 
been  invoked  with  the  best  results.  And  it  would 
seem  that  this  is  the  most  feasible  plan  to  follow. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  direct  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  coal  dealers  of  Michigan  and 
Indiana,  especially,  to  the  necessity  of  procuring 
legislation  which  will  make  it  ineumbent  on  every 
carrier  of  coal  to  demonstrate  beyond  a  question 
of  doubt  that  every  pound  of  coal  called  for  in 
the  bill  of  lading,  save  a  reasonable  allowance  for 
natural  shrinkage,  is  ready  for  delivery  when 
the  bill  for  freight  Charges  is  presented  for  pay¬ 
ment. 

In  the  state  of  Kansas  the  law  is  that  all  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  must  be  w'eighed  by  the  carrier 
and  a  receipt  for  the  actual  weight  be  given  to 
the  shipper.  This  is  good  so  far  as  it  goes,  but 
it  is  not  enough.  What  we  require  is  a  like  law 
which  provides  for  destination  weight  as  well.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  all  railways  shall  estab¬ 
lish  scales  of  sufficient  capacity  to  weigh  the 
largest  cars  at  every  station  where  an  agent  is 
employed,  or,  in  the  event  of  this  creating  too 
much  hardship  for  the  railway  companies,  the 
establishment  of  such  a  scale  on  every  fifty-mile 
section  of  all  railways.  If  this  were  accomplished 
and  the  carriers  compelled  to  furnish  a  certificate 
setting  forth  the  actual  contents  of  every  car  of 
coal  offered  for  delivery,  the  matter  of  short 
weights  would  cease  to’  be  a  burden  to  the  coal 
dealer  and  to  the  general  public,  and  would 
eventually  result  in  cheai)er  coal  to  the  consumer. 
The  railway  companies  would  then  protect  them¬ 
selves  by  ascertaining  to  a  dead  certainty  that 
every  carload  of  coal  offered  for  shipment,  either 
by  the  producer  or  a  connecting  railway  line, 
is  of  full  weight  before  same  w'ould  be  accepted 
for  transportation. 

The  rate  regulation  law  recently  passed  hy  Con¬ 
gress  will  without  doubt  afford  a  very  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  relief,  as  it  provides  for  the 
issuance  of  a  bill  of  lading  for  all  commodities 
accepted  by  transj)ortation  companies  for  ship¬ 
ment.  This  in  itself  will  be  a  relief,  as  it  estab¬ 
lishes  the  fact  that  carriers  must  issue  a  bill  of 
lading.  It  is  now  up  to  the  patrons  of  the  trans¬ 
portation  companies  to  see  to  it  that  a  proper 
and  binding  contract  is  used.  What  should  be 
required  is  what  is  termed  a  “clean  bill  of  lading.” 
that  is,  one  without  limitations  as  to  responsi¬ 
bility.  If  the  carriers  of  coal  are  made  to  de¬ 
liver  at  destination  the  full  amount  of  coal  called 
for  by  a  bill  of  lading  it  goes  without  saying  that 
all  coal  shipped  will  start  right  and  with  scale 
advantages  at  or  reasonably  near  destination  and 


a  law  compelling  the  carrier  to  demonstrate  that 
the  goods  are  actually  intact  and  ready  for  de¬ 
livery,  will  afford  protection,  and  then  the  retail 
coal  dealer  will  get  what  he  pays  for. 

R.  R.  Harris,  .Secretary, 
•Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  .Association. 


Victory  for  Missouri  Valley 
Retail  Dealers. 

Copies  of  new  rules  to  be  put  in  effect  Novem¬ 
ber  first  by  the  railroads  composing  the  .Mis¬ 
souri  valley  car  service  and  storage  bureau  have 
been  published  and  distributed  to  local  freight 
agents.  The  majority  of  features  in  the  new 
rules  that  were  put  in  effect  September  first, 
which  proved  objectionable  to  shippers,  and  that 
were  later  suspended  from  going  into  immediate 
effect,  have  been  eliminated  from  the  new  orders. 

Coal  dealers  will  be  .given  seventy-two  hours 
in  which  to  unload  coal  as  before.  Sevent\-two 
hours  will  also  be  allow'ed  for  the  unloading  of 
lime  and  ore.  Forty-eight  hours  will  be  allowed 
for  the  unloading  of  all  other  commodities, 
computing  the  time  from  seven  a.  m.  after  the 
cars  have  been  set  for  unloading. 

The  storage  rate  has  been  placed  at  five  cents 
per  ton  per  hour  for  commodities  left  overtime 
in  warehouses,  in  cars  or  on  the  property  of 
the  company.  This  rule  makes  clear  a  provision 
over  which  the  Santa  Fe  has  been  in  doubt. 
Some  rails  were  unloaded  on  the  right  of  way 
of  the  company,  and  the  question  came  up  with 
the  agent  here  as  to  whether  storage  should 
be  charged  on  rails  left  in  this  manner. 

Because  thirty  days’  notice  must  be  given  it 
is  said  the  new  rules  cannot  be  placed  in  effect 
before  November  first.  In  the  meantime  the 
rules  in  effect  before  August  twenty-eighth  will 
prevail. 

When  an  attempt  was  made  to  put  into  effect 
the  rule  which  cut  out  the  three  days’  storage 
time  on  coal,  coke,  lime,  salt  and  ore,  a  pro¬ 
test  from  shippers  in  every  city  in  the  west  went 
up,  and  the  trade  organizations  at  once  took  the 
matter  up  with  the  railroads.  Within  a  few 
days  the  Burlington  announced  that  it  would 
not  seek  to  enforce  these  rules,  and  after  that 
the  car  service  association  announced  that  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  rule  would  be  postponed  for  a 
time. 

'I'he  Western  Car  Service  Association  is  com¬ 
posed  of  a  number  of  roads  operating  in  the 
western  territory.  Every  road  reaching  Nebraska 
is  a  member  of  this  association,  and  the  rules 
are  placed  in  effect  on  all  Nebraska  lines.  A.  C. 
Jones,  of  Omaha,  is  manager  of  the  association, 
but  beyond  that  fact  but  little  is  known  of  the 
officers  of  the  association. 

The  new  rules  made  effective  .August  twenty- 
eighth  superseded  rules  made  effective  September 
seventeenth,  1902. 


Death  of  H,  S.  Diggs. 

Henry  S.  Diggs  died  September  twenty^-first 
at  his  home,  625  West  Barre  street,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  of  a  complieation  of  diseases.  He  had 
been  ill  since  January,  and  was  si.xty-four  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Diggs  was  for  many  years  at  the  heacl 
of  the  Diggs  Bros.  Coal  Co.  A  veteran  of  the 
Civil  War,  .Mr.  Diggs  was  in  twenty-two  bat¬ 
tles  in  his  three  years’  service.  He  was  at  the 
Wilderness,  Petersburg  and  .Appomattox.  Mr. 
Diggs  was  a  corporal  in  Company  .A,  Fourth 
Maryland.  He  was  personally  commended  for 
his  bravery  in  the  battle  of  .Appomatto.x  by 
Col.  Richard  N.  Bowerman,  commanding  the 
Fourth,  now  a  brigadier-general. 

Mr.  Diggs  was  past  exalted  ruler  of  Elks  and 
a  member  of  the  Shield  of  Honor  and  Wilson 


Post  No.  1,  Grand  .Army  of  the  Republic.  Two 
daughters  survive  him. 


An  Advertising  “Don’t.” 

I  here  is  abundant  reason  for  protest  against 
the  class  of  advertising  typified  by  the  following 
quotation :  "We  buy  all  of  our  s  from  the  Blank 
Coal  Co.  They  just  received  a  car  load,  etc." 
'I'liis  is  taken  from  a  display  ad.  and  yet  it  at 
least  seemingly  tries  to  f.  ive  the  impression  that  it 
is  the  disinterested  arlvicc  of  the  editor  or  of 
some  anonymous  third  person.  Such  a  scheme 
deceives  no  one,  the  device  being  altogether  too 
obvious,  and  upon  some  readers  it  will  have  a 
bad  effect  because  they  will  regard  it  as  attempted 
deceit.  But  even  leaving  this  point  out  of  con¬ 
sideration,  it  is  unwise  for  a  dealer  to  adopt  this 
form  of  expression  in  display  advertising  for  hav¬ 
ing  in  this  bald  manner  told  the  public  that  he 
uses  the  method  in  question,  any  and  all  refer¬ 
ence  to  him  or  his  business  in  the  news  columns 
of  the  paper  will  be  instantly  regarded  as  hav¬ 
ing  been  inspired  and  paid  for  by  him.  He 
therefore  destroys  the  possibility  of  making  use  of 
shrewdly  constructed  reading  notices  which  would 
otherwise  pass  muster  as  straight  news. 

Novel  Use  of  Coal  for  Adver* 
Using. 

A  Mil  waukee  retailer  has  hit  upon  a  novel 
method  for  making  his  office  building  advertise 
his  business.  To  all  appearances  the  structure 
is  made  of  anthracite,  although  in  reality  the 
walls  are  of  cement,  with  the  entire  outer 
surface  covered  w’ith  lumps  of  coal  firmly'  im¬ 
bedded  in  the  cement.  Between  three  and 
four  tons  of  anthracite  were  used  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  this  unique  building,  the  only 
thing  of  the  sort  in  Milwaukee,  and  therefore 
the  center  of  a  great  deal  of  attention,  which 
is  bound  to  be  productive  of  many  orders  that 
otherwise  would  doubtless  have  gone  else¬ 
where. 


lowa-Nebraska  Shippers’ 
Guide. 

The  October  number  of  the  Coal  Shippers’ 
Guide,  issued  by  the  Coal  Dealers'  .Associa¬ 
tion  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  is  now  ready  for 
distribution.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  most  com¬ 
plete  and  up-to-date  list  of  all  regular  coal 
dealers  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska  ever  issued  by 
this  association.  .Any  shipper  desiring  this 
valuable  list  can  obtain  same  by  making  ap¬ 
plication  to  E.  H.  Betts,  secretary  of  the  Coal 
Dealers’  .Association  of  lotva  and  Nebraska, 
at  Omaha.  Neb. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


.Anthracite. 

Crate .  ,$6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

F.gg  . 6.75 

Bituminous. 

Smokeless  lump .  $5.00 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.00 

Hocking  nut .  3.50 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.50 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

Screenings .  1.75 

Gas  house  coke .  5.50 
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lletail  Notes. 

Transfers  and  New  Enterprises. 

H.  M.  Persons  has  purchased  the  interest  of  J. 
C.  Archer,  in  the  retail  business  of  the  Wabasha 
Coal  &  Fuel  Co.,  Wabasha,  Minn. 

Harry  Bullukian,  conducting  a  retail  grocery 
business  at  Medway,  Mass.,  has  embarked  in  the 
retail  coal  business  at  that  place. 

O.  E.  S.  Tatom,  formerly  connected  with  the 
Shawnee  Supply  Co.,  Shawnee.  Okla.,  has  _  em¬ 
barked  in  the  retail  coal,  feed  and  grain  business 
at  that  city. 

Jacob  Parsons  and  Peter  Neilson  have  organ¬ 
ized  a  retail  coal  business  at  Redfield,  S.  D.,  and 
have  erected  extensive  sheds  near  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  depot. 

A  coal  and  feed  business  has  been  established 
at  Argentine,  Kas.,  by  Ambrose  Beck,  with  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Smith  building,  at  the  corner  of 
Fourth  and  Metropolitan  avenues. 

The  Shippey  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Marion,  Ind.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  incorporators  are 
John  Shippey,  Henry  Shippey  and  Frank  Archer. 

E.  B.  Wexler,  Bristol,  R.  I.,  has  purchased  the 
coal  business  of  H.  E.  Richardson  in  that  city. 
The  yards  are  located  on  Anderson  street  be¬ 
tween  Eighth  and  the  Virginia  &  Southwestern 
railway. 

Thomas  Henley,  Carthage,  Mo.,  has  purchased 
the  retail  coal  business  and  yards  of  W.  E.  Neal, 
at  that  city,  and  organized  the  Carthage  Coal  Co. 
Bert  Pringle  has  been  made  manager  of  the 
concern. 

The  Central  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100.- 
000.  The  incorporators  and  directors  are  J.  P. 
McNamara,  A.  Halsey,  A.  W.  Follensbee,  A.  T. 
Fletcher  and  F.  C.  Mills. 

John  Heuck  and  F.  Ruge,  formerly  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  cement  blocks  at  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  have  purchased  the  business  of  the  St. 
John  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  Everly,  Iowa.  The  firm 
name  wdll  be  changed  to  the  Everly  Grain  &  Coal 
Co. 

The  coal  business  at  Havana,  Ill.,  which_  has 
been  operated  for  many  years  by  G.  A.  Briggs, 
has  been  purchased  by  H.  Z.  Borgelt.  It  is  the 
intention  of  Mr.  Briggs  to  take  a  ;nuch  needed 
rest,  spending  his  leisure  time  supcrvinng  the 
operation  of  his  farm  near  Havana. 

The  Lewiston  &  Auburn  Coal  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  Portland,  IMaine,  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  in  coal,  coke  and  fuel  of  all  kinds.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  ten  tl  ousand  dol¬ 
lars  and  the  officers  are  E.  O.  Stephenson,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  James  E.  Simpson,  treasurer. 

The  Wright  &  Weed  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  New  York.  N.  Y.,  to  deal  in  coal,  wood,  etc. 
The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of  fifteen  thous¬ 
and  dollars  and  is  incorporated  by  S.  Hudson 
Wright,  Mt.  Verno.n,  N.  Y. ;  Fred  G.  Wood,  Pel¬ 
ham  Manor,  N.  J.,  and  T.  B.  Clasm,  South 
Orange,  N.  J. 

The  Armstrong  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Cincinnati,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  stock  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  The  company  wall  buy,  sell 
and  ship  coal,  and  purchase  and  own'  coal  land, 
coal  leases  and  the  like.  The  incorporators  are 
Ben  Weymouth,  Charles  H.  Harrison,  Robert 
English,  A.  M.  Ross  and  T.  A.  Johnson. 

General  Retail  Notes. 

Anderson  &  Schaffer,  retail  coal  dealers  of 
Hamilton.  Ohio,  have  been  awarded  the  contract 
for  supplying  the  coal  to  be  used  the  commg 
winter  by  the  various  city  plants. 

W.  H.  Shaw,  proprietor  of  a  retail  coal  and 
wood  business  at  Synden,  Ill.,  is  erecting  a 
modern  office  at  his  yards.  The  building  will  be 
of  concrete  blocks  and  will  be  one  of  the  most 
conveniently  located  in  the  county. 

Retail  coal  and  wood  dealers  of  Durand,  Mich., 
have  formed  an  organization  to  stop  the  stealing 
of  coal  from  cars  on  the  Grand  Trunk  and  Ann 
Arbor  railroads.  Thefts  of  this  character  have 
been  frequent  during  the  past  five  or  six  weeks, 
and  have  been  large  enough  to  eat  up  a  consider¬ 
able  portion  of  the  profits  of  the  business. 


Three  thousand  tons  of  coal  in  storage  at  Junc¬ 
tion  City,  Kas.,  the  property  of  the  Higbee  Coal 
Co.,  have  been  destroyed  by  a  fire  originating 
from  spontaneous  combustion.  A  large  force  of 
men  have  been  fighting  the  fire  since  it  was  dis¬ 
covered. 

The  Bruce  Coal  Co.,  Joliet,  Ilk.  wishes  to 
deny  the  report  that  its  Sixteenth  street  yard  at 
that  city  has  been  sold,  or  that  it  was  ever  o'f- 
fered  for  sale.  This  company  has  adopted  a  cash 
system  for  use  the  coming  winter  and  expects 
to  be  able  to  deliver  the  very  best  grades  of  coal 
at  comparatively  low  prices. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  the 
city  gas  works  at  Richmond,  Va.,  with  Keystone 
gas  coal  for  the  next  twelve  months.  The  com¬ 
pany  secured  the  contract  at  $2.90,  which  was 
only  one  cent  lower  than  the  bid  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co. 

The  three  northern  roads,  the  Great  Northern, 
the  Northern  Pacific  and  the  Soo,  have  made  a 
voluntary  reduction  in  coal  rates  from  Duluth 
and  Superior  to  local  points  in  Minnesota  and 
the  Dakotas,  which,  members  of  the  Minnesota 
State  Railroad  and  Warehouse  Commission  esti¬ 
mate,  will  save  the  retailers  and  people  of  the 
state  at  least  $500,000.  The  roads  operating  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  state  have  not  yet  been 
heard  from,  but  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be 
forced  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  northern  roads 
and  meet  the  reduction,  as  they  did  on  grain 
rates,  which  the  northern  roads  reduced  recently. 
The  cut  made  will  cover  practically  every  station 
on  the  lines  of  the  three  roads,  except  between  the 
Twin  Cities  and  the  head  of  the  lakes.  But  for 
the  stations  north,  south  and  west  of  the  Twin 
Cities  there  will  be  a  general  reduction.  The  re¬ 
ductions  run  all  the  way  from  five  cents  a  ton 
to  forty  cents.  The  cut  on  bituminous  coal  is 
more  than  on  anthracite  coal,  but  the  reduction 
on  the  latter  is  material.  The  territory  affected 
is,  of  course,  the  entire  northern  part  of  Minne¬ 
sota,  where  the  roads  run,  and  extends  also  into 
the  Dakotas.  The  southern  part  of  Minnesota, 
too,  will  get  the  benefit  of  the  reduced  rates, 
since  the  Great  Northern  gets  into  that  territory. 
The  rate  to  Pipestone,  for  instance,  will  be  re¬ 
duced,  and  the  Pipestone  rate  is  one  that  will 
affect  rates  into  that  general  territory.  An  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  schedule  filed  by  the  Northern 
Pacific  shows,  for  instance,  a  reduction  of  twenty- 
five  cents  on  bituminous  coal  and  fifteen  on  an¬ 
thracite  coal  to  St.  Cloud,  Clear  Lake  and  Royal- 
ton,  five  and  fifteen  cent.':  to  Morris,  ten  and 
fifteen  cents  to  Glenwood,  ten  and  twenty-five 
cents  to  Stiles,  Sauk  Center  and  Gray  Eagle,  five 
and  twenty  cents  to  Little  Falls,  five  and  fifteen 
cents  to  Crow  Wing,  Motley,  Wheelock,  Baxter. 
Brainerd,  Cedar  Lake,  Aitkins,  Kimberly  and 
Portage,  ten  and  twenty  cents  to  Tamarack,  five 
and  ten  cents  to  Cromwell,  five  and  fifteen  cents 
to  New  York  Mills,  ten  and  twenty  cents  to 
Oakes,  N.  D. ;  twenty-five  and  thirty-five  cents  to 
Wyndmere,  N.  D. ;  twenty  and  thirty  cents  to 
Warner,  N.  D. ;  fifteen  and  twenty-five  cents  to 
Woodruff,  N.  D. ;  five  and  fifteen  cents  to  Farm¬ 
ington,  N.  D.,  and  Wadena.  Battle  Lake,  Fergus 
Falls,  Breckenridge.  Wahpeton,  Lake  Park,  Red 
Lake  Falls,  Grand  Forks,  Moorhead,  Grafton  and 
Wright  are  included  among  the  stations  that  get 
a  reduction  of  ten  cents  on  soft  coal. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Marion  District  Coal  Association  of  Mar¬ 
ion,  Ill.,  has  been  dissolved. 

Fire  destroyed  the  Big  Four  Coal  Co.’s  build¬ 
ings  at  Lockridge,  Iowa,  last  week.  The  loss  was 
$:?,500,  with  no  insurance. 

John  Harvey,  a  coal  operator  of  Denver,  Colo., 
died  last  week  as  a  result  of  scalds  received  at  a 
hotel  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

More  anthracite  coal  arrived  at  the  port  of  Mil¬ 
waukee,  W^'is.,  during  the  month  of  August  than 
for  the  corresponding  month  of  any  previous  year, 
the  receipts  reaching  a  total  of  149,025  tons.  The 
W.  Rogers  brought  the  largest  cargo  of  hard 
coal  ever  received  in  Milwaukee,  10,660  tons,  for 
the  Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co. 

The  coal  receiving  record  for  the  port  of  Su¬ 
perior,  Wis..  was  broken  on  September  seven¬ 
teenth  for  the  second  time  this  season,  when 


eleven  cargoes  were  entered  at  the  customs  house, 
aggregating  a  total  of  01,241  tons,  all  but  one 
cargo  of  which  was  bituminous  coal.  The  last 
cargo  for  the  day  was  something  over  three 
thousand  tons  of  anthracite  coal.  The  best 
previous  record  was  a  little  better  than  53.000  tons. 

A  forty-one  inch  vein  of  coal  has  been  reached 
in  the  shaft  of  the  Girard  Coal  Co.,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  about  a  mile  east  from  Girard,  Kas.  It  is 
seventeen  feet  below  the  present  vein,  which 
is  being  worked  and  is  said  to  be  a  splendid  quali¬ 
ty  of  coal,  with  a  good  roof,  and  will  be  easily 
worked.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
open  it  up  and  work  the  new  vein  instead  of  the 
one  they  are  working  now.  'I'he  present  vein  is 
twenty-two  inches,  while  the  new  one  is  almost 
double,  and  297  feet  below  the  surface. 

The  shaft  and  top  works  of  the  Scandia  Coal 
Co.,  Scandia,  Iowa,  are  completed  and  regular 
operation  of  the  new  mine  has  begun.  The  coal 
is  of  very  fine  quality,  varies  from  three  and 
one-half  to  four  feet  in  thickness  and  is  almost 
entirely  free  from  sulphur,  stone  or  other  faulty 
matter  found  in  the  other  veins  of  coal  formerly 
worked  in  and  around  Scandia.  At  present  the 
prospects  for  a  good  business  are  very  bright 
and  with  a  good  quality  of  coal  will  furnish  a 
large  number  of  men  with  employment. 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.  of  Tacoma,  which  has 
opened  and  developed  extensive  coal  properties 
at  Littell,  four  miles  west  of  Chehalis,  Wasli.,  has 
been  made  defend:uit  in  a  suit  for  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  by  the  Chehalis  Lumber  Co.  The  suit  is 
for  breach  of  contract.  The  two  companies  were 
to  build  jointly  a  railroad  into  the  timber  of  the 
lumber  company  and  to  the  coal  mines,  and  the 
latter  company  was  to  furnish  one  hundred  tons 
of  coal  a  day  to  be  hauled  out  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  alleged 
that  but  five  hundred  tons  in  all  has  been  hauled. 
The  petition  asks  for  the  appointment  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver. 

'I'he  dispute  between  the  miners  and  operators 
of  Saline  count.v.  Ill.,  which  has  been  hanging 
fire  since  the  last  joint  state  convention,  has 
finally  been  settled  in  favor  of  the  miners  by  D. 
J.  O’Keefe  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  president  of  the 
Longshoremen’s  union,  who  was  appointed  ar¬ 
bitrator  in  the  case.  This  dispute  was  the  only 
one  not  settled  during  the  scale  convention.  The 
miners  demanded  that  the  old  scale  of  fifty-one 
cents  per  ton  be  retained.  'I'his  price  had  been 
in  effect  for  six  years  and  the  miners  objected  to 
the  reduction  of  three  cents  which  the  operators 
demanded,  to  meet  the  scale  of  prices  prevailing 
in  Williamson  and  Pope,  the  adjoining  counties. 

Employes  who  have  been  accustomed  to  secure 
anthracite  coal  at  a  reduced  rate  by  reason  of 
their  connection  with  the  Illinois  Central  railroad 
will  be  obliged  to  pay  full  price  for  their  fuel 
this  winter.  F.  H.  Harwood,  coal  traffic  manager 
of  the  Illinois  Central  system,  has  announced 
that  the  plan  of  allowing  a  rebate  of  eighty-five 
cents  on  each  ton  of  coal  purchased  by  Illinois 
Central  employes  will  be  abolished  on  account  of 
restrictions  placed  upon  the  railroad  company  by 
the  interstate  commerce  law.  It  has  been  the 
custom  of  employes  to  take  a  receipt  for  coal 
bought  of  local  dealers  and  forward  it  to  com¬ 
pany  headquarters  and  officials  there  would  re¬ 
turn  a  check  for  eighty-five  cents  on  each  ton. 
This  reduction,  however,  applied  only  to  anthra¬ 
cite.  This  new  ruling  applies  in  those  states 
where  the  Illinois  Central  dges  not  obtain  its 
coal. 

“The  Truth  about  the  Segregated  Coal  Lands’’ 
will  be  the  name  of  a  booklet  prepared  for  the 
senatorial  committee  when  it  begins  its  labors 
in  Indian  Territory  in  the  middle  of  November. 
According  to  those  who  know  something  about 
the  segregated  lands  of  Indian  Territory  and 
what  they  contain,  there  has  been  a  lot  of  foolish¬ 
ness  printed  about  the  incalculable  riches  of 
these  lands.  That  they  contain  vast  quantities 
of  very  fine  coal  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
they  are  worth  billions  of  dollars  is  extremely 
doubtful.  Mr.  J.  G.  Puterbaugh,  of  McAIester. 
I.  T.,  sales  agent  for  the  Mc.Mester  Fuel  Co., 
possibly  the  best  informed  man  in  the  southwest 
on  coal  conditions,  declares  that  much  of  the 
land  segregated  i.s  not  worth  a  great  doal.^  The 
fact  is  that  those  who  are  loudest  in  their  de¬ 
nunciation  of  the  sale  of  the  lands  arc  the  most 
ignorant  of  coal  conditions. 
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Eastern 

Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

Messrs.  C.  B.  Coiicli,  I'raiik  Cox,  E.  A. 
Reid  and  J.  L.  IJickinson,  all  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  and  E.  A.  Humphreys  of 
Denver,  Colo.,  have  incori)oratcd  the  Four 
Cs  Mining  Co.  of  Charleston,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $50,000,  to  engage  in  mining. 

'i'he  Central  F'airmonl  Coal  Co.  of 
Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  has  been  chartered 
by  the  secretary  of  state  and  is  prepar¬ 
ing  to  begin  operations  at  once.  The 
company  is  chartered  to  buy,  sell  and 
lease  co:il,  oil  and  timber  lands,  mine 
coal,  manufacture  coke,  drill  for  oil  and 
gas,  construct  pipe  lines,  build  houses, 
saw  mills  and  conduct  a  general  mer¬ 
chandise  business.  It  is  capitalized  at 
$50,000,  and  the  incorporators  arc  W.  C. 
Stoffer,  Tremont,  Pa.;  William  Moore, 
J.  Hornor  Davis,  E.  B.  Templeman  and 
C.  E.  Swartz  of  Clarksburg.  'I'he  main 
object  of  the  company  is  to  mine  and 
ship  coal.  A  large  mine  is  being  opened 
on  the  Davis  farm,  east  of  Clarksburg, 
and  will  furnish  employment  for  hun¬ 
dreds  of  men.  The  company  owns  a  large 
acreage  of  coal  in  that  vicinity  and  will 
develop  it  at  once.  'I'he  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  has  already  made  the  side 
track  to  the  proposed  mine. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Canaan  Coal  Co.,  Canton,  Ohio, 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $500,000 
to  $1,000,000. 

The  Reliance  Coal  Co.  has  brought 
suit  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  against  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  for  $450,000  dam¬ 
ages.  'The  plaintiff  declares  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  mined  coal  from  lands  that  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Reliance  Co. 

The  miners  employed  at  the  Clearfield 
&  Ohio  River  coal  mine,  near  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  after  having  been  out  five  weeks, 
returned  to  work,  the  trouble  which  has 
existed  between  them  and  the  mine  of¬ 
ficials  bei.ng  amicably  settled. 

rite  engine  room  and  dynamo  house 
of  the  Ocean  Coal  Co.  at  Hermine,  Pa., 
were  burned  at  a  loss  of  $15,000.  The 
mine  is  owned  by  the  Berwind-White 
Co.  About  four  hundred  men  will  be 
thrown  out  of  employment  until  repairs 
are  made.  The  origin  of  the  fire  is  a 
mystery. 

Bituminous  coal  shipments  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Co.  for  July 
amounted  to  2, 105, 097  tons,  an  increase 
of  262,685  tons  over  the  shipments  for 
July,  1905.  Coke  shipments  amounted  to 
466,909  tons,  an  increase  of  104,273  tons 
over  July,  1905.  Norfolk  &  Western 
railway  shipments  of  coal  for  July  ag¬ 
gregated  906,470  tons,  an  increase  of 
85,232  tons  over  those  for  July,  1905, 

riiere  are  said  to  be  one  thousand 
cars  loaded  with  coke  tied  up  at  Pitts¬ 
burg  which  cannot  be  forwarded  to  des¬ 
tination  for  thirty  days.  The  new  rate 
law  is  responsible.  The  coke  is  destined 
for  El  Paso,  Te.xas.  A  new  rate  was 
made  for  its  transportation,  and  under 
the  new  rate  law  it  cannot  go  into  ef¬ 
fect  for  thirty  days  after  its  filing  with 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 


It  is  said  that  there  has  been  a  general 
tying  up  of  cars  throughout  the  country 
for  the  same  reason. 

'I'he  new  breaker  at  Pine  Hill  colliery 
at  Mincrsville,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has 
been  completed  and  the  colliery  resumed 
operatio.ns  last  week  Monday.  'I'he  old 
breaker  at  Pine  Hill  was  burned  to  tho 
ground  in  the  early  spring.  'I'he  new 
breaker  is  of  entirely  original  construc¬ 
tion,  the  lower  part  of  the  structure,  up. 
t(j  the  chutes,  being  built  of  reinforced 
concrete,  and  the  machinery  is  of  the 
very  latest  design. 

h'oresecing  a  shortage  of  mine  i)rops, 
due  to  the  rapid  devastation  of  the  for¬ 
ests  in  the  bituminous  coal  rcgiojis  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  the  Forest  Service  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  has  inaugurated  a 
campaign  for  forest  planting  in  this  sec¬ 
tion.  'File  results  will  be  to  secure  a 
forest  whereby  the  soil  would  be  gradu¬ 
ally  cnrnched,  valuable  timber  would  be 
produced  and  eventually  the  pits  caused 
by  mining  operations  W'ould  be  filled  up. 

Coal  loading  in  the  New  River  field  for 
August  aggregated  421,195  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  48,660  tons  over  the  loading 
for  July.  Of  9,1!)4  cars  shipped  4,128 
were  loaded  for  tidewater.  Coke  ship¬ 
ments  amounted  to  389  cars,  loaded  at 
the  following  points:  Becchwood,  five; 
Stone  Cliff,  four;  Macdo.nald,  two; 
'Furkey  Knob,  six;  Collins,  thirty-three; 
Harvey,  twenty-nine;  Fire  Creek,  thirty- 
seven;  .'\nsted,  150;  Rush  Run,  thirty- 
six;  Brooklyn,  eleven;  Kaymoor,  sev¬ 
enty-six.  ' 

'Fhe  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  has  determined  to  clear  all  the 
mine  workings  in  the  Heckscherville 
valley,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  of  water  to 
make  available  huge  coal  deposits  which 
have  been  covered  in  drowned-out  work¬ 
ings  for  years.  'Fhe  coal  that  will  be  re¬ 
claimed  in  this  way  will  be  so  plentiful 
that  a  second  breaker  will  be  necessary 
in  the  Coal  Castle  district.  All  the 
mine  workings  are  to  be  connnected  by 
railroad,  a  branch  from  'Fhomastown 
now  being  rushed.  'Fhis  additional  coal 
develoi)ment  will  add  much  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  prosperity  of  Pottsville  and  the 
entire  lower  coal  fields. 

Northumberland  county.  Pa.,  coal 
region  assessors  have  announced  their 
determination  to  make  the  minimum 
valuation  for  the  mineral  rights  of  the 
coal  companies  five  hundred  dollars  per 
acre.  The  assessment  of  mineral  rights 
per  acre  must  not  be  construed  as  the 
total  assessment,  which  will  be  properly 
made  o.n  the  coal  companies’  holdings, 
as  it  does  not  include  improvements  in 
any  way.  By  fixing  the  minimum  rate 
at  five  hundred  dollars  per  acre  the 
average  assessment  will  be  increased 
from  $131  per  acre,  and  will  increase 
the  coal  land  assessments  from  an  ag¬ 
gregate  of  $5,159,119  to  $19,561,500. 

Nearly  one  hundred  houses  were  dam¬ 
aged  by  a  serious  cave-in  which  occurred 
at  Plymouth,  Pa.,  early  one  morning  of 
last  week.  Fortunately  no  one  was 
hurt.  The  squeeze  proper  is  in  the  red 
ash  vein  of  the  Gaylord  colliery,  operat¬ 
ed  by  the  Kingston  Coal  Co.,  but  the 


Plymouth  Coal  Co.’s  property  adjoining 
is  also  seriously  wrecked.  As  a  result 
of  the  shakeup  the  Gaylord  colliery,  em¬ 
ploying  500  hands,  will  be  idle  for  an 
indefinite  time.  The  present  cave- 
in  is  a  grim  reminder  of  the 
disaster  on  February  thirteenth,  1894, 
by  which  thirteen  miners  were  en¬ 
tombed  and  killed.  When  the  memora¬ 
ble  disaster  of  long  ago  was  enacted  the 
vicinity  of  these  underground  workings 
was  regarded  with  such  awe  by  the  men 
that  the  officials  permitted  the  place  to 
be  flooded.  'Fhe  water  served  as  a  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  pillars  and  in  various  ways 
kept  the  roof  from  settling.  'Fhis  body 
of  water  was  tapped  two  years  ago  and 
pumped  out  to  enable  the  operators  to 
get  at  a  two  hundred  foot  strip  of  coal 
that  had  been  left  standing.  'Fhis  re¬ 
moved,  the  hillside  was  left  unprotected 
and  the  caving  of  the  surface  has  been 
frequent  of  late. 

'Fhe  Hoffman  Drainage  'Funnel  of  the 
Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  a  description  of 
which  was  given  in  'Fhe  Black  Dla- 
MOND  of  August  eighteenth,  is  now  prac¬ 
tically  completed,  and  the  clams  holding 
the  water  to  the  limits  of  the  pumps 
have  been  broken,  giving  the  water  a 
free  flow  by  gravity  to  the  open.  Upon 
turning  the  water  into  the  tunnel  time 
was  observed,  and  it  was  found  that  it 
required  two  hours  and  fifty  minutes 
for  the  water  to  reach  the  outside  portal 
of  the  tunnel,  which  is  over  two  miles 
in  length.  'Fhe  depth  of  the  water 
varies  from  one  to  two  feet  throughout 
the  tunnel,  and  a  steady  stream  is  now 
flowing  from  its  mouth,  discharging 
about  nine  million  gallons  of  water 
every  twenty-four  hours.  'Fhe  tunnel  is 
eight  feet  wide  and  the  same  In  height, 
and  the  heavy  volume  of  water  will  be 
gradually  increased  as  the  ditches  and 
(Irainage  headings  throughout  the  mines 
are  completed.  'Fhe  pumps  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  new  shaft  have  ceased  work, 
as  the  water  finds  it  way  out  through  the 
tunnel.  'Fhis  tunnel  is  intended  to  drain 
the  mines  that  have  formerly  been 
drained  by  immense  pumping  stations  at 
an  enormous  cost  to  builcl  and  maintain, 
and  will  carry  on  to  Cumberland,  by  way 
of  Wills  creek,  the  greater  part  of  the 
water  that  in  ordinary  weather  has  been 
flowing  into  the  Potomac  river  at  Pied¬ 
mont,  W.  Va.,  by  way  of  Georges  creek, 
A  handsome  and  substantial  concrete 
arch  is  in  course  of  construction  at  the 
mouth  of  the  tunnel,  and  it  will  bear  the 
following  inscription:  “1903 — 1906; 

Hoffman  Drainage  Tunnel,  length,  two 
Miles.”  Concrete  walls  will  be  construct¬ 
ed  to  break  the  force  of  the  water  as  it 
issues  from  the  tunnel,  and  to  turn  it 
into  the  channel  of  the  run  by  which  it 
reaches  Wills  creek.  This  was  one  of 
the  largest  mining  engineering  feats  ever 
attempted  in  this  region.  'Fhe  water 
from  the  tunnel  flows  into  Hoffman  run, 
thence  into  Braddock  run  ,  to  Wills  creek, 
the  amount  being  emptied  into  Hoff¬ 
man  ru.n  from  the  tunnel  being  about 
ten  times  the  volume  of  water  usually 
found  in  that  stream.  It  is  strongly  im¬ 
pregnated  with  sulphuric  acid  and  sul¬ 
phate  of  iron,  and  the  stone  in  the  bed 
of  the  streams  down  to  the  narrows. 


just  above  Cumberland,  Md.,  have  al¬ 
ready  assumed  a  reddish  brown  color. 
It  is  understood  that  a  tunnel  is  now 
being  dug  to  old  workings  abandoned 
many  years  ago,  but  which  the  com¬ 
pany  has  been  unable  to  work  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  vast  amount  of  water  that 
could  not  be  kept  down  with  the  pumps. 
In  this  connection  it  is  also  stated  that 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  which  owns 
large  tracts  of  big  vein  coal  land  at  near 
Vale  summit,  part  of  which  they  have 
been  able  to  work  and  have  shipped  by 
way  of  the  George  Creek  &  Cumberland 
railroad,  will  soon  make  use  of  an  old 
tramroad  around  the  mountain  side  from 
the  Pompey  old  slope  mine  to  the  dump 
at  Hoffman  mine,  to  carry  coal  from  the 
oM  mine,  which  will  again  gradually  l)e 
put  in  full  operation.  It  is  understood 
that  the  old  tramway  will  give  way  to 
a  modern  motor  line  for  hauling  the 
coal  to  the  Hoffman  dump.  This  will 
likely  at  the  start  give  work  to  about 
fifty  additional  men. 

Southern 

Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

Fhe  Bcnnett-Wilder  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  'Finsley,  Bell  county, 
Ky.,  with  $12,000  capitalization,  bj'  P.  E. 
Bennett  of  Jellico,  'Fenn.,  and  J.  F". 
Wilder  and  L.  M.  Wilder  of  Corbin,  Ky. 

'Fhe  Grasty  Coal  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Marrowburg,  Ky.,  in  the  Elk- 
horn  coal  field,  with  a  capital  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  to  develop  a  thirteen- 
foot  coal  vein.  Knoxville,  'Fenn.,  parties 
are  said  to  be  among  the  stockholders. 

The  Southern  Jellico  Fuel  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Jellico,  Tenn.  Mr. 
J.  L.  Williams,  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  has  been  engaged  in  the  Southern 
coal  industry  for  twenty  years,  and  he 
will  have  charge  of  the  offices  at  Jellico, 
'Fenn.  Vice-President  and  General  Man¬ 
ager  D.  W.  Jones,  for  ten  years  man¬ 
ager  of  the  sales  department  of  the  East 
'Fennessee  Coal  Co.,  will  have  charge 
of  the  sales  department.  This  com¬ 
pany  intends  in  the  near  future  to  ac¬ 
quire  lands  in  the  Jellico  district  and 
mine  its  own  coal,  but  is  at  once  pre¬ 
pared  to  supply  steam  users  with  Jellico 
and  Blue  Gem  coals. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  East  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  has  pur¬ 
chased  and  will  further  develop  the 
properties  of  the  Muddy  Branch  Coal 
Co.  in  Eastern  Kentucky. 

President  Edward  Flynn  of  District 
No.  20  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
■America,  is  authority  for  the  statement 
that  he  believes  practically  all  the  union 
miners  will  soon  have  employment.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  claims  of  the  local  unions, 
there  were  3,700  men  still  on  strike  at 
the  time  open  shop  was  declared  for  not 
long  since.  Many  of  these  have  already 
gone  to  work  and  positions  are  being 
made  for  others.  The  larger  industrial 
companies  have  been  running  their 
mines  on  an  open  shop  basis  for  i.vj 
years  now,  and  no  opposition  has  beer 
made  to  receiving  the  men  back. 
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Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


0.  13] 


37 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept.  27. —  (Spccin! 
Correspondence.) — The  Columbus  coal 
rade  is  jogging  along  sociably,  with 
verybody  feeling  good,  except  for  the 
ne  sore  spot  of  car  supply.  The  chief 
latter  of  current  interest  is  the  antici- 
ated  advance  in  prices,  which,  without 
eing  formally  announced  as  yet,  is  re- 
:arded  as  one  of  the  certainties  for 
Ictober  first.  Domestic  lump  will 
irobably  be  increased  from  $1.(55  to 
11.75,  although  there  is  a  healthy  sen- 
iment  in  favor  of  $2,00.  The  Zanes- 
■ille  Coal  Co.,  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  the 
irominent  figure  of  the  thin  vein  op- 
rators  of  the  Hocking  district,  is  al- 
eady  out  with  its  new  circular,  quoting 
lomestic  at  $1.75. 

A  significant  feature  is  the  presence 
II  the  city  this  week  of  a  number  of 
obbers  from  Chicago  and  other  points, 
rhere  is  no  material  change  in  condi- 
ions.  Everybody  appears  to  have  all 
he  business  they  can  take  care  of,  and 
iiany  are  behind  with  their  orders.  The 
narket  is  strengthening  as  the  season 
dvances,  and  coal  men  generally  are 
aking  very  rosy  views  of  the  future, 
vhich  seems  to  promise  unlimited  busi- 
less  at  good  prices,  conditioned  upon 
easonable  weather.  The  activities  of 
he  big  companies  are  expected  to  be 
iccupied  in  a  greater  degree  than  for 
1  number  of  years  with  the  needs  of  the 
lorthwest,  leaving  a  clearer  field  after 
lavigation  closes  for  those  who  depend 
argely  upon  local  territory. 

Enforcement  of  Air-Brake  Law. 

Operators  are  looking  with  some  con- 
:ern  upon  the  probable  effects  of  the 
igid  enforcement  of  the  interstate  com- 
nerce  law,  beginning  October  first, 
vhich  requires  seventy-five  per  cent  of 
he  cars  of  all  trains  to  be  equipped 
vith  air-brakes.  Notice  has  been  re- 
;eived  of  some  twenty-seven  railway 
ines  which  will  refuse  to  leceiye  at 
unction  points  any  cars  not  so  equipped. 
3f  the  eleven  thousand  coal  cars  of 
he  Hocking  Valley  system,  some  four 
housand,  it  is  estimated,  are  thus 
lirown  out  of  service  for  general  ship- 
ling  purposes.  The  lake  trade  will  be 
lenefited  by  the  utilizing  of  these  cars, 
lut  after  navigation  closes  they  will  be 
iractically  useless  except  for  traffic  be- 
;ween  way  points,  in  so  far  as  they  are 
lot  made  to  conform  to  the  law.  Just 
what  figure  this  will  cut  in  the  car 
shortage  is  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

There  is  a  further  menace,  from  the 
standpoint  of  coal  men,  in  the  apparent 
zealousness  of  the  new  state  railway 
commission  to  enforce  to  the  letter  the 
Linfit-for-service  law  regarding  minor 
repairs,  which  will  send  many  cars  tem¬ 
porarily  to  the  shops.  Seven  suits  were 
instituted  against  the  Hocking  Valley  at 
Toledo  this  week.  While  the  coal-car¬ 
rying  roads  are  making  all  haste  possi¬ 
ble  to  relieve  the  situation  by  replacing 
back-number  rolling  stock  with  new  and 
in  putting  such*  old  cars  as  are  vsorth 
while  into  proper  shape, _  it  is  felt  that 
their  transportation  facilities  will  be 
found  to  be  materially  reduced  when  it 
is  needed  the  worst.  .... 

Representatives  of  West  Virginia  in¬ 
terests  having  headquarters  here  re¬ 
port  no  better  per  cent  of  car  service 
than  exists  in  the  Hocking  territory, 
with  the  demands  of  trade  even  more 
strenuous.  War  Eagle  smokeless  is 
quoted  at  $2  for  lump  and  egg,  and  no 
further  domestic  business  is  being  taken 
for  delivery  before  December.  Black 
Betsy  splint  is  unable  to  meet  demands, 
the  circular  price  being  $1.75  for  do¬ 
mestic  lump. 


GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

riiomas  11.  Werkcr,  chief  clerk  to  the 
State  Mine  Inspector,  has  resigned  his 
office. 

J.  P.  Guild,  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Bel¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  was  in  town 
on  Monday. 

Burt  Nichols,  of  the  Trojan  Coal  Co., 
Troy,  Ohio,  was  calling  on  local  oper¬ 
ators  Tuesday. 

Jay  Caines,  sales  agent  of  the  Hisyl- 
vani  Coal  Co.,  spent  the  early  part 
of  the  week  in  Detroit. 

E.  S.  Van  Sant,  vice-president  of  the 
Globe  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  was  calling 
upon  operators  here  Tuesday. 

J.  G.  Brown,  of  the  Brown  &  Brown 
Coal  Co.,  IDetroit,  made  a  business  trip 
to  Columbus  early  in  the  week. 

William  Wallace,  president  of  the 
Hamilton  &  Wallace  Coal  Co.,  Saltillo, 
Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on  Monday. 

Ford  R.  Cate,  secretarv  of  the  Ohio 
Wholesale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation,  is  in  Detroit  on  business. 

Will  Colvin,  of  W.  A.  Colvin  &  Co., 
and  C.  B.  Granby  were  prominent  To¬ 
ledo  coal  men  in  town  the  fore  part 
of  the  week. 

Wm.  S.  Harman,  president  of  the 
Harman  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  was  among 
the'  foreign  buyers  looking  into  condi¬ 
tions  here  this  week. 

E.  F.  McManigal,  land  agent  of  the 
New  York  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Toledo  this 
week,  attending  the  state  conclave  of 
the  Knights  Templar. 

W.  Z.  Parkman,  mining  engineer  in 
the  employ  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co., 
was  married  on  Wednesday  evening  to 
Clara  E.  Kohl,  of  Columbus. 

Frank  A.  Prendergast,  president  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  has 
been  called  to  his  summer  home  at  Rip¬ 
ley,  N.  Y.,  by  the  serious  illness  of 
his  wife. 

A.  B.  Willson,  president  of  the  Cap¬ 
itol  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  a  few  days 
this  week  at  his  old  home,  Belle  Ver¬ 
non,  Pa.,  arranging  for  the  removal  of 
his  family  to  this  city. 

J.  W.  Blower,  president  of  the  Hi- 
sylvania  Coal  Co.,  has  just  completed 
a  trip  of  inspection  in  the  Fairmont  and 
Morgantown  districts  of  West  Virginia 
ih  the  interest  of  Pittsburg  parties. 

Charles  Q.  Davis,  well  known  in  local 
coal  circles,  is  exploiting  a  Mexican 
mining  enterprise,  to  be  known  as  the 
Bankers’  IMining  &  Development  Co., 
with  a  capitalization  of  $20,000,000. 

Homer  C.  Gill,  a  well-known  retail 
dealer,  has  sprung  a  surprise  on  his 
friends  by  the  announcement  of  his  mar¬ 
riage  to  Luella  Anna  Bing,  which  took 
place  secretly  on  August  eighteenth. 

A.  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the 
Corning  mine,  of  the  Chicago  &  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  Co.,  growing  out  of  a  dis¬ 
agreement  among  the  bondholders.  An 
early  adjustment  of  the  trouble  is  ex¬ 
pected. 

Receiver  R.  C.  Wharton  has  asked 
permission  of  the  courts  to  sell  the 
McLeisch  coal  mining  property  at  Glou¬ 
cester,  Ohio,  to  W.  S.  Courtright  for 
$20,000,  the  highest  bid  brought  out  by 
the  official  advertisement. 

George  Wallace,  president  of  the 
Washington  Fuel  Co.,  is  at  Marion, 


111.,  superintending  the  opening  of  the 
company’s  new  mine  at  that  point.  It 
is  equipped  in  a  thoroughly  u])-to-date 
manner  and  will  have  an  output  of  one 
th.ousand  tons  daily. 

.'\nnual  reports  of  the  Toledo  &  Giro 
Central  and  the  Kanawha  &  .Michigan 
railways,  just  li'ed  an  increase  of  gross 
earnings  from  the  coal  traffic  of  $2,152,- 
7()2  for  the  former  road,  and  an  increase 
of  $201), ()77  for  the  latter,  as  coiniiared 
with  tlie  previous  year. 

President  Kachehnacher,  of  the  Co- 
Unnbus  &  1  locking  Coal  &  Iron,  has 
given  out  the  statement  that  the  con¬ 
cern  shows  a  net  surplus  earned  during 
July  of  $4,097,  and  that  the  figures  for 
August  and  September  will  disclose  a 
still  more  gratifying  condition. 

•An  important  contract  has  been  closed 
by  the  Dean  Coal  Co.,  by  the  terms  of 
which  the  entire  output  of  its  Belmont 
mine,  Pittsburg  No.  8,  located  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  is  sold  to  the  Clear¬ 
field  &  Ohio  River  Coal  Co.,  of  Mounds- 
\'ille,  W.  Va.,  up  to  April  first,  1908. 
The  mine  has  a  capacity  of  from  five 
hundred  to  one  thousand  tons  tier  day. 

•A  suit  growing  out  of  the  sale  of 
the  Columbus  Gas  Coal  Mining  Co.  to 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  in  1900  has 
been  filed  by  J.  M.  Goehring,  against 
•George  M.  Merritt.  Goehring  claims 
that  he  held  a  one-eighth  interest  and 
was  induced  by  Merritt  to  sell  under 
promise  of  receiving  a  share  of  the 
commission  which  the  latter  realized, 
amounting  in  all  to  $110,000,  Goehring 
asking  $087  as  his  portion. 

Plans  have  been  perfected  by  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  I  two  new  mines  on  a  two  thou¬ 
sand-acre  tract  owned  by  the  company 
in  Athens  county.  'The  contracts  for 
the  first  one  are  about  ready  to  be  let. 
It  will  have  a  modern  equipment  cost¬ 
ing  $150,000,  giving  a  capacity  of  eigh¬ 
teen  hundred  tons  a  day,  and  making 
it  one  of  the  largest  mines  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley.  The  second  mine  will  be 
opened  later.  A  central  power  house 
will  supply  current  for  both. 

The  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  has  removed  its  headquarters 
from  the  First  National  Bank  building 
to  the  Harrison  building,  where  it  will 
occupy  the  entire  eighth  floor.  More 
room  was  made  necessary  by  increased 
operations  incident  to  the  business  of 
the  million-dollar  brick  plant  which  the 
company  now  has  in  course  of  construc¬ 
tion  on  its  lands  in  the  blocking  valley 
The  new  offices  are  equipped  with  every 
modern  convenience,  including  private 
telegraph  and  telephone  lines,  which 
keep  President  Kachehnacher  in  instant 
touch  with  every  part  of  the  company’s 
activities. 

.A  meeting  of  local  coal  men  was 
held  on  Wednesday  with  the  object  of 
organizing  for  a  Columbus  koruscation 
of  the  order  of  Kokoal.  The  matter 
is  in  the  hands  of  C.  M.  .Anderson,  of 
C.  M.  .Anderson  &  Co.,  skout  for  Co¬ 
lumbus,  and  Frank  Kohne,  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Hocking  Co.,  skout  for  central 
Ohio  outside  of  Columbus.  The  formal 
ceremonies  will  take  place  somewhere 
about  October  twenty-sixth,  at  which 
time  it  is  expected  to  have  a  number 
of  the  supreme  officers  present.  Be¬ 
tween  forty  and  fifty  coal  men  of  Co¬ 
lumbus  and  surrounding  towns  ,  will 
comprise  the  mcmhershiii  at  the  outset. 

Still  another  matter  affecting  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers  of  Ohio  has  been 
brought  before  the  State  Railway  Com¬ 
mission  for  an  opinion.  It  involves  the 
right  of  a  railway  to  charge  a  tariff  for 
transferrin.g  a  car  from  one  road  to 
another  within  the  shiiiping  limits,  or 
whether  it  must  confine  itself  to  the  $2 
switching  charges  allowed  under  the 
statutes.  The  complainant  is  the  coal 
firm  of  Jacob  Rapp  &•  Co.,  of  this  city, 
which  was  compelled  to  pay  $0.50  for 
the  transfer  of  one  car  from  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  to  the  Baltimore  lA- 
Ohio.  The  distance  was  less  than  five 
miles,  which  the  law  fixes  as  the  switch¬ 
ing  limit. 


Should  you  be  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  Kanawha  Splint 
and  Gas  or  New  River 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coals 
just  drop  the  hint  to  the 

KANAWHA  4  OHIO  FUEL  CO. 

MINERS  and  SHIPPERS 
405-406  Hayden  Bldg.  •  Columbus,  Ohio 


Mine  31.  Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Delroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  G.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— •' Manhattan  ” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunda’V'  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha-  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


A.  B  Willson.  Jas.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Binns 

The  Capitol  Coal  4 
Coke  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas, 

Youghiogheny, 

Thacker,  Hocking. 

Capitol  Splint  and 
Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 

FOUNDRY.  FURNACE  AND 
DOMESTIC  COKE 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 
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Foreign 

Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

Eleven  thousand  coal  miners  of  the 
Rhymney  valley,  near  Cardiff,  Wales, 
struck  on  September  first  against  the 
employment  of  non-union  men,  and  ten 
thousand  more  gave  notice  of  their  in¬ 
tention  to  leave  their  work  for  the  same 
reason. 

John  Stanley  Hough,  Albert  Charles 
I'crguson,  barristers;  Charles  Williams, 
acountant;  Ma.x  Finkclstein  and  Wilson 
Mowbray  Graham,  all  of  Winnipeg, 
Afanitoba,  have  been  incorporated  as  the 
Canada  West  'Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  two  million  dollars. 

'I'lie  discovery  of  anthracite  coal  in 
Canada  has  been  announced  by  the  Min¬ 
ister  of  Mines  in  the  Legislature  of  On¬ 


tario.  The  report  is  that  extensive  beds 
of  anthracite  exist  on  the  Hudson  bay 
slope,  in  the  ncigbborbood  of  Albany 
river,  which  forms  the  dividing  line  be¬ 
tween  Ontario  and  the  Northwest  Terri¬ 
tory. 

An  eight-foot  vein  of  high  grade  coal 
is  reported  to  have  been  encountered  on 
the  i)roperty  of  the  Michel  Mining  Co., 
located  seven  miles  from  Crows  Nest 
l)ass,  I'ritish  Columbia.  'I'he  vein  was 
encountered  in  a  tunnel  which  had  been 
driven  in  only  thirty  feet.  'I'he  coal 
found  on  the  pro])erty  is  bituminous  and 
analysis  shows  it  to  run  higher  than  that 
of  the  Fcrnie  mines. 

'I'lie  manufacturers  of  Toronto  and 
eastern  Canada  generally  are  calling  for 
the  removal  of  the  duty  on  coal.  The 
government  derived  $2,206,283  from  this 


source  last  year.  Anthracite  coal  is  free 
and  the  duty  falls  on  the  bituminous. 
'I'he  companies  in  Nova  Scotia  and  the 
maritime  provinces,  which  produce  the 
soft  coal,  are  opposing  repeal.  They  say 
that  even  with  the  aid  of  the  duty  they 
cannot  compete  with  the  Americans  in 
the  market  west  of  Montreal. 

The  coal  mines  of  Manchuria  are  de¬ 
scribed  by  the  Belgian  consul  at  Tien¬ 
tsin.  'I'he  Russians  did  not  achieve  suc¬ 
cess  in  the  mine  they  opened  at  Yentai, 
and  abandoned  them  hi  favor  of  mines 
at  Fuchung,  situated  east  of  Mukden, 
on  the  Ilung-IIo,  which  Mr.  'I'anaka, 
director  of  the  bureau  of  mines  at 
Tokio,  states  are  very  rich  in  coal.  Their 
value  has  been  estimated  at  $150,000,000 
to  $250,000,000.  From  borings  carried 
out  by  the  Japanese  it  appears  that  in 
one  part  of  the  Fuchung  district  the 


layers  of  coal  are  one  hundred  feet 
thick  and  of  good  quality.  A  sample 
of  inferior  Manchurian  coal  recently 
analyzed  at  'I'okio  was  declared  to  be 
superior  to  the  first  quality  Japanese 
coal. 

'I'he  Phoenix  and  Hoerder  companies, 
two  of  the  largest  coal  and  iron  con¬ 
cerns  in  Germany,  have  decided  to  con¬ 
solidate  their  stockholders.  Meetings 
have  been  called  for  October  tenth  to 
approve  the  plan,  which  includes  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $2,500,000  in  the  capital  of  the 
amalgamated  concern.  The  present  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  Hoerder  Co.  is  $6,735,000,  and 
that  of  the  Phoenix  Co.  $8,750  000.  'fhe 
aggregate  capital  of  the  amalgamated 
companies,  including  debts,  will  be  $20,- 
250,000.  The  capitalization  is  exceeded 
by  only  two  other  coal  and  iron  com¬ 
panies  in  Germany. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Sackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre« 
donia,  N.  Y. .  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod* 
erate  In  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  hare  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 


P.  P  RnWMAN  “'NER  and  SHIPPER 

U,  b>  DU  II  lllHIl  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(!SOL.K  t^HIPPER) 

"  RELIANCE  ”  “  LOPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  kehigh”  “Beet”  Ciae 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bituminous 

Connellsville,  batrobe,  Oallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R..  anl  their  connections. 


Ask  for  what  you  want,  and  ask  emphatically.  Do  so  through  the 

Black  Diamond's  Want  Columns 

If  you  want  an  employer  or  an  employee  you  can  find  him  in  a  hurry  if  you  take  this 
course.  The  Black  Diamond  will  tell  your  wants  to  many  thousands  of  people  as  quick¬ 
ly  as  you  can  tell  them  personally  to  a  dozen  people.  You 

can’t  afford  the  slow  way  when  the  rate  for  want  ads  is  only  4  Cents  Per  Word 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


The  general  aspect  of  the  coal  trade  continues  to  grow  brighter 
as  the  season  advances.  If  we  could  go  behind  the  scenes  and  take  a 
look  at  the  weather  man  we  would  probably  find  that  he  is  having 
hard  work  to  keep  old  “Indian  summer”  any  longer  in  this  latitude. 
We  may  expect  old  Jack  Frost  to  come  along  any  morning  with 
enough  temerity  to  stay  a  while.  When  he  does,  something  will  be 
doing  in  the  coal  bin.  Jack  Frost,  an  anxious  dealer  and  an  empty 
coal  bin  form  a  trio  at  this  time  of  the  year  in  which  every  coal  man 
is  interested.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  general  demand 
throughout  the  country  for  all  classes  of  coal  is  on  the  upward  trend 
and  that  prices  are  firm.  Since  there  are  no  labor  troubles  to  amount 
to  anything,  a  brisk  fall  business  will  become  a  reality  just  as  soon 
as  the  weather  man  presses  the  button  and  manufactures  a  little 
frost.  From  every  part  of  the  country  we  receive  encouraging  re¬ 
ports.  The  West  Virginia  districts  assert  that  the  demand  is  fair, 
that  prices  are  about  the  same,  and  that  labor  shortage  and  car 
stringency  are  affecting  prompt  deliveries.  Dealers  are  optimistic  in 
Toledo,  where  the  demand  is  fairly  good.  Encouraging  reports  also 
come  from  Kansas  City.  In  this  western  section  it  is  claimed  that 
there  is  an  increase  of  business  to  date  as  compared  with  last  year. 
Some  labor  troubles  are  predominant  in  Arkansas  and  the  Indian 
territory,  but  since  they  have  not  developed  extensively  the  effect 
on  the  market  is  not  noticed. 

Western  Bituminous  Market  Shows  Little  ChcUige. 

The  western  bituminous  market  is  characterized  by  a  good  healthy 
demand  for  domestic  sizes.  Operators  in  most  parts  of  the  country 
have  more  orders  than  they  can  fill  promptly  on  account  of  the  car 
stringency.  The  Indiana  State  Fail  road  Commission  has  been  mak¬ 
ing  a  detailed  investigation  of  freight  congestion  on  the  railways 
of  the  state,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  the  conditions  have 
been  somewhat  relieved.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  cars  in  southern 
Indiana  territory,  although  more  coal  was  moved  this  week  than 
formerly.  The  mines  have  been  running  about  one-half  time,  and, 
although  the  prices  on  most  of  the  grades  of  coal  have  advanced,  yet 
the  operators  can  not  take  advantage  of  them,  because  they  can  not 
secure  sufficient  cars  to  make  deliveries.  Eetailers  claim  that  domes¬ 
tic  business  is  picking  up  everywhere.  There  is  a  good  demand  for 
gas  coals.  Although  there  is  a  slump  in  screenings  this  week,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  regulation  of  supply  and  demand  will  place  the  market 
in  a  normal  condition  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  greatest  hindrance  to  coal  production  at 
this  season  of  the  year  is  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities.  Just 
at  the  present  orders  are  in  excess  of  the  supply.  This  condition  will 
grow  worse  as  the  season  advances. 

Eegarding  the  supply  of  Pittsburg  and  Youghiogheny  coaT  it 
should  be  noted  that  there  is  a  large  increase  over  the  supply  of 
1905,  but  in  the  case  of  the  West  Virginia  coals,  receipts  show  a 
falling  off. 

Northern,  southern  and  central  Illinois  fields  are  each  producing 
more  coal  than  last  year.  'The  central  part  of  the  state,  however, 
shows  a  decrease.  This  may  also  be  said  of  Brazil  block  and  other 
miscellaneous  bituminous  coals  from  the  Indiana  field.  In  consid¬ 
ering  the  coals  which  came  into  the  Chicago  market,  it  is  found  that 
there  is  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  bituminous  received  last  month 
as  compared  with  1905.  There  are  a  large  number  of  reports  to  the 
effect  that  mines  which  have  been  abandoned  are  to  be  operated. 
Everything  goes  to  show  that  the  supply  of  coal  will  increase  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  There  are  very  few  labor  troubles  to 
mitigate  the  production. 

The  effect  of  the  car  shortage  on  the  market  is  most  predominant 
in  the  bituminous  market.  The  Hocking  Valley  mines  are  running 
only  about  one-half  time  because  operators  can  not  ship  their  pro¬ 
duction  from  the  tipple.  The  dock  prices  on  almost  all  grades  of 
bituminous  coal  are  being  maintained  in  northwest  territory,  and 
there  is  a  demand  for  all  the  bituminous  coal  which  can  be  shipped 
into  this  territory.  From  Detroit  we  get  the  report  that  all  grades 


of  bituminous  coals  are  strong,  that  many  concerns  are  not  taking 
more  orders,  not  being  in  a  position  to  promise  a  date  of  delivery. 
The  transportation  facilities  throughout  Ohio  have  been  greatly 
affected  by  the  enforcement  of  the  Ohio  law  which  requires  that  air 
brakes  be  attached  to  all  freight  cars.  This  ruling  has  thrown  out 
of  service  hundreds  of  cars  which  have  been  sent  to  the  shops  to  be 
overhauled.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  radical  change  in  the 
Eittsburg  district.  The  heavy  shortage  of  coal  continues,  and  no 
radical  change  is  expected  soon.  Prices  remain  about  the  same  as 
last  week.  Slack  coal  is  slightly  advanced.  Operators  are  not  in  a 
position  to  keep  up  with  the  rush  of  orders. 

Eastern  Bituminous  Market  in  Good  Shape. 

Fair  demand  and  current  prices  are  reported  from  West  A  ir- 
ginia  districts.  In  this  section  labor  shortage  is  affecting  the  coal 
supply.  Baltimore  can  not  get  sufficient  coal  to  fill  orders  ]n’omptly. 
Advance  in  prices  is  predicted  on  account  of  car  shortage,  and  the 
mines  in  the  vicinity  of  this  market  are  producing  only  about  half 
of  their  capacity.  The  Atlantic  seaboard  trade  shows  a  stronger  tone, 
and  there  is  an  urgent  demand  for  bituminous  coal  to  supply  the 
tidewater  trade.  The  market  is  firm  in  Buffalo  and  is  characterized 
by  no  increase  in  prices  or  demand. 

The  anthracite  trade  this  week  is  on  the  upward  trend.  There 
is  a  report  from  Detroit  to  the  effect  that  a  brisk  demand  clmrac- 
terizes  the  trade,  though  the  car  shortage  is  acute.  In  Baltimore 
the  business  is  slow.  There  is  a  contemplated  increase  in  retail 
prices,  because  dealers  claim  it  cost  more  to  handle  coal  this  season 
than  formerly.  The  few  days  of  cold  weather  had  its  usual  effect, 
but  did  not  produce  a  noteworthy  demand.  There  is  no  notable 
change  in  the  market  at  Buffalo  during  the  week  with  the  exce])tion 
of  the  usual  activity  incident  to  the  lateness  of  the  season.  Line 
order  business,  however,  is  reported  more  active  than  last  week. 
Almost  all  anthracite  mines  are  working  full  time.  The  lack  of 
transportation  facilities  is  lessening  the  supply  at  dock  ports  and 
coal  reservoirs,  but  of  course  there  is  sufficient  quantities  of  coal  in 
storage  to  meet  the  normal  demand  of  the  fall  trade.  The  three- 
year  agreement  between  the  operators  and  miners,  which  no  doubt  will 
settle  labor  troubles  for  some  time,  may  be  taken  as  one  of  the 
causes  for  explaining  why  the  retail  trade  is  not  more  hea^T. 
When  no  labor  troubles  are  in  siglit  the  dealer  is  induced  to  wait 
until  the  last  moment  before  placing  his  orders. 

The  Lake  Trade  Active. 

The  lake  trade  during  the  week  is  above  the  average.  As  com¬ 
pared  with  last  year  it  is  asserted  that  the  tonnage  is  mucli  greater, 
and  little  coal  will  be  held  after  the  close  of  navigation.  Aluch 
coal  is  being  transported  by  river  from  rittsl)urg.  It  is  reported 
that  many  new  barges  are  being  built,  which  in  the  future  will  relieve 
the  car  shortage  conditions.  Buffalo  reports  that  lake  shipments  are 
much  lighter  this  week  because  of  tlie  greater  demand  for  ore  and 
grain  boats.  However,  Se])tember  shipments  show  a  large  increase 
over  those  of  last  year.  Many  of  the  big  steel  hopper  cars  at  this 
time  are  being  used  in  this  section  for  the  transportation  of  agricul¬ 
tural  products.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  several  of  the  railroads 
are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  relieve  car  shortage  conditions.  The 
Pennsylvania  railroad  has  ordered  twelve  thousand  freight  cars,  and 
it  is  reported  that  the  manufacturers  of  cars  throughout  the  country 
are  way  behind  in  their  orders.  This  simply  goes  to  show  that  the 
railroads  are  attempting  to  secure  sufficient  cars  to  meet  the  demand. 
How  many  of  these  are  necessary  to  supjily  the  places  of  cars  which 
have  been  worn  out  by  service  is  not  generally  known.  The  demand 
for  coal  in  the  northwest  will  increase  just  as  soon  as  the  cut  rates 
on  the  Northern  Pacific,  North-Western  and  Soo  railroails  go  into 
effect.  The  schedule  of  cut  rates  of  these  companies  were  filed  some 
time  ago,  but  since  they  did  not  go  into  effect  in  thirty  days  dealers 
have  been  holding  off  their  orders  expecting  to  take  advantage  of 
tlie  lower  rates. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  October  5,  1900. 

The  hopeful  smile  on  the  face  of  the  coal  trade 
this  week  indicates  that  better  things  are  coming 
in  the  near  future.  Although  the  mild  weather 
does  not  induce  the  consumer  to  think  about 
that  empty  coal  bin,  yet  just  as  soon  as  the 
weather  prophet  can  get  out  his  first  hatch  of 
frost  in  sufficient  quantity  to  make  the  consumer 
say  good  bye  to  the  ice  man  orders  are  sure  to 
come  in  so  rapidly  that  it  will  be  impossible  to 
fill  them  promptly  on  account  of  the  car  shortage. 
The  market  in  general  is  characterized  by  a  good 
healthy  demand  for  almost  every  kind  of  coal. 
The  usual  dullness  after  a  rise  in  prices  is 
gradually  vanishing  and  the  advance  of  the  sea¬ 
son  is  sufficient  cause  to  keep  this  demand  active 
till  cold  weather  comes  along  to  wake  up  the 
retailer  from  the  state  of  dormancy  which  has 
characterized  his  activity  for  some  time.  Of 
course,  the  producing  companies  are  behind  on 
their  advance  orders  occasioned  by  the  lack  of 
transportation  facilities.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
car  shortage  is  growing  more  acute  every  day, 
and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  hope  of  relief 
until  the  close  of  navigation.  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  the  market  is  firmer  than  last  week. 
The  demand  for  domestic  sizes,  as  would  be 
conjectured,  is  in  the  lead,  due  to  the  slight  ac¬ 
tivity  on  the  part  of  the  retailer.  If  warm 
weather  continues,  as  is  probable  from  the  me¬ 
teorological  reports,  the  market  will  remain  quiet. 
In  other  words  it  is  up  to  the  weather  man 
now  to  produce  the  activity  in  the  coal  trade 
which  usually  predominates  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

Car  Shortage  Not  Improved. 

The  effect  on  the  market  of  not  having  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  cars  to  move  the  coal  as  rapidly 
as  it  is  mined  depends  upon  the  relation  of  sup¬ 
ply  and  demand.  At  the  present  time  it  helps 
to  maintain  prices  on  most  grades  of  coal.  If 
there  were  sufficient  cars  with  the  present  de¬ 
mand  to  move  all  the  coal  that  could  be  mined 
the  bottom  would  fall  out  of  the  market  without 
a  doubt;  the  operators  would  lose  a  large  amount 
of  money  on  demurrage  and  there  would  be  a 
general  cessation  of  mining,  which  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  followed  by  a  scarcity  of  coal.  It  would 
thus  affect  both  the  consumer  and  operator.  This 
result,  however,  would  take  place  only  with 
the  present  demand ;  but  when  the  regular  fall 
demand  arrives,  which  is  sure  to  come  with  the 
first  cold  snap,  the  result  will  be  very  different. 
The  extra  cars  will  only  be  sufficient  to  deliver 
the  coal  on  current  orders.  It  therefore,  follows 
that  since  thousands  of  cars  are  now  detailed  to 
carry  the  very  heavy  agricultural  products  of 
the  west  and  northwest,  we  shall  have  a  car 
shortage  as  soon  as  the  fall  demand  begins,  which 
will  outdistance  our  anticipations.  Dealers  there¬ 
fore,  should  order  their  fall  stock  at  once.  At 
the  present  time  throughout  the  Illinois  territory 
the  lack  of  sufficient  transportation  facilities  has 
caused  many  of  the  operators  to  discontinue 
mining  for  several  days  each  week.  One  op¬ 
erator,  after  making  a  computation  of  mine  pro¬ 
duction,  asserts  that  he  has  been  producing  only 
forty-eight  per  cent  of  his  regular  capacity  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  he  can  not  get  the  cars 
to  transport  the  coal  from  the  tipple.  This  con¬ 
dition  is  much  worse  in  West  Virginia  than 
in  the  western  fields.  The  mines  are  running 
only  three  days  per  week  in  the  New  River  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  outlook  for  better  service  is  very 
discouraging.  The  lack  of  cars  is  being  felt  at 
the  docks  which  are  not  receiving  the  usual 
supply  of  storage  coal.  All  these  circumstances 
go  to  show  that  the  conditions  are  bound  to 


grow  worse  with  an  increased  demand.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  any  hope  of  relief  as  the 
railroad  companies  will  not  purchase  a  large 
quantity  of  cars  for  this  rush  season  when  they 
know  that  a  large  percentage  of  them  must  lie 
idle  during  a  large  portion  of  the  year,  when 
there  is  the  normal  demand  for  transportation 
agencies. 

The  Anthracite  Market. 

It  is  not  expected  that  there  will  be  any 
change  above  a  good  healthy  demand  for  an¬ 
thracite  until  the  consumer  begins  to  shiver. 
He  knows,  of  course,  that  he  must  have  coal, 
and  that  the  bin  is  empty,  but  he  has  implicit 
trust  in  the  dealer  to  deliver  coal  at  once,  and 
therefore  he  goes  on  as  if  the  summer  sun  will 
continue  to  furnish  sufficient  heat  till  the  end 
of  his  days.  The  dealer  has  this  same  confidence 
and  he  will  not  wake  up  to  the  situation  till  some 
morning  he  gets  a  bunch  of  orders.  Then  he 
will  find  that  his  brother  coal  man  is  short  on 
coal  and  he  will  have  to  wait  his  turn.  Of 
course,  there  are  some  wide  awakes  who  are 
preparing  for  the  winter  demand  before  the  fall 
rush  which  causes  a  constantly  increasing  num¬ 
ber  of  orders  on  account  of  the  advancement  of 
the  season.  There  is  much  complaint  of  cars  to 
carry  the  regular  production  of  the  mines,  but 
this  does  not  seriously  affect  the  market,  as  there 
is  generally  enough  coal  coming  in  to  supply  the 
demand.  It  is  asserted  by  some  that  the  reluc¬ 
tance  of  the  dealer  is  partly  explained  by  the 
fact  that  the  old  time  twenty  to  thirty-ton  cars 
have  been  superceded  by  the  forty  to  sixty-ton 
capacity.  When  .the  dealer  could  order  only 
twenty  tons  he  often  would  place  an  order  early 
and  wait  till  later  in  the  season  to  buy  the 
balance  of  his  coal ;  but  in  the  case  of  the  large 
car  he  figures  that  he  is  going  to  have  consid¬ 
erable  money  tied  up  in  coal  for  several  weeks 
perhaps  and  therefore  he  delays  until  the  demand 
forces  him  to  buy. 

The  Western  Bituminous  Market. 

The  coal  trade  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  shows 
a  slight  improvement  over  last  week.  Cars  are 
very  scarce  and  mines  are  running  only  about 
two  or  three  days  per  week.  This  condition  has 
somewhat  mitigated  the  supply,  making  the  mar¬ 
ket  a  little  firmer.  The  country  demand  for 
Carterville  makes  the  price  about  fifteen  cents 
higher  than  the  local  schedule.  Six-inch  lump 
and  egg  are  quoted  at  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  demand  for  No.  1 
washed  has  not  yet  fully  developed,  but  the 
prices  are  firm  at  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.16 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  2,  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  3,  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  4,  $1.25  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  5,  85 
cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  of  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  quotations  on  Trenton  coal  (sootless)  inbox 
cars  is  as  follows :  Six-inch  lump,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  $1.75 ;  two  and  a  half-inch  nut  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  $1.50. 

The  Green  and  Sullivan  county  coals  show  a 
good  demand  for  domestic  sizes.  On  account 
of  scarcity  of  cars  it  is  not  possible  to  ship  the 
full  production  of  the  mines.  As  a  result  they 
are  running  only  four  days,  and  even  at  that 
not  all  mines  are  in  operation.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  production  does  not  equal  more  than 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  full  capacity.  Prices  are 
firm;  mine-run,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  inch  and 
a  quarter  lump,  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  four- 
inch  lump,  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

The  market  on  Springfield  coals  is  character¬ 
ized  by  a  scarcity  of  inch  and  a  quarter  lump, 
which  is  quoted  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2 


f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Lump  and  egg  are  bringing 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  and  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Mine-run  is  in  somewhat  better  condition  than 
it  was  last  week.  Prices  are,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
$1 ;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  $1.75.  The  market  on 
screenings  is  the  same  as  last  week,  with  price 
ranging  from  seventy-five  to  ninety  cents  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Some  screenings  are  reported  to  have 
been  sold  for  ten  cents  less  than  freight. 

Eastern  Coal  in  Good  Demand. 

The  splint  market  shows  a  brisk  demand.  The 
requirements  of  the  trade  have  not  assumed  any 
extensive  proportions  yet,  but  as  soon  as  the 
fall  rush  begins  it  is  expected  that  it  will  not  be 
easy  to  supply  the  demand  unless  the  car  strin¬ 
gency  is  eliminated.  Winifrede  splint  lump  is 
quoted  at  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in  open  cars 
or  boxed.  Washed  nut,  $3.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in 
open  cars;  Kanawha  splint  (in  open  cars  only), 
$3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  Fairmont  operators 
are  suffering,  as  well  as  others,  from  the  car 
shortage.  Prices  are  $3@3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for 
three-quarter-inch  lump.  Gas  coal  is  in  good 
demand.  Youghiogheny  has  been  characterized 
by  scarcity  for  the  past  two  months.  The  car  short¬ 
age  has  permitted  the  demand  to  run  way  over 
the  supply.  Prices  are  very  firm  and  subject  to 
advance  at  any  time.  Three-quarter-inch  is 
quoted  at  $3.20@3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a 
quarter,  at  $3.20@$3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  mine 
run  from  3.10@$3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

New  River  and  Pocahontas. 

The  market  for  Pocahontas  smokeless  has  im¬ 
proved.  Why  a  chain  of  circumstances  should 
have  produced  the  condition  of  last  week  is 
hard  to  explain.  Yet  it  is  rumored  today  that 
there  is  a  large  quantity  of  Pocahontas  coming 
westward,  some  two  or  three  thousand  cars. 
May  it  be  hoped  that  this  was  “smoke”  and  not  the 
smokeless.  Prices  are  maintained  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  mine  run ;  $2@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  lump  and  egg.  It  is  said  that  there  is  a  great 
scarcity  of  New  River  lump  and  egg.  Some 
operators  refuse  orders,  not  knowing  when  they 
can  get  the  coal,  on  account  of  the  car  shortage. 
The  mines  are  running  only  three  days  per  week 
and  there  is  no  assurance  of  better  conditions. 
Production  is  also  affected  by  shortage  of  labor. 
The  prices  on  New  River  are  firm  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  mine  run  and  $2@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  lump  and  egg. 

Hocking  Valley  Trade. 

The  car  supply  is  reported  better  this  week 
than  during  the  last  fortnight.  The  trade  is  also 
much  better  than  last  year  at  this  time  of  the 
season  and  the  market  is  characterized  by  a  good 
healthy  demand  requiring  only  a  cold  snap  to 
make  the  business  strenuously  active.  The  new 
Hocking  circular  issued  October  first  quotes 
lump  at  $1.75;  three-quarter-inch,  $1.65;  mine 
run,  $1.40;  domestic  nut,  $1.25;  nut,  pea  and 
slack,  eighty-five  cents  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  outlook  for  brisk  business  in  the  future 
is  very  promising.  It  is  noted  with  interest  that 
the  shipments  to  lake  ports  is  much  larger  than 
last  year  at  this  time,  which  would  indicate  that 
the  docks  will  be  in  a  better  condition  to  take  care 
of  the  increasing  business  which  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  from  now  on.  Of  course,  the  all  rail 
trade  is  seriously  affected  by  car  shortage,  which 
will  continue  for  some  time.  The  scarcity  of 
labor  is  also  affecting  the  supply  of  coal.  This 
probably  is  occasioned  by  the  large  demand  for 
labor  in  all  lines  of  commercial  and  industrial 
activity  and  especially  in  taking  care  of  the 
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large  crops  in  the  west  and  northwest.  The 
prices  on  all  grades  of  coal  are  gradually  work¬ 
ing  upward.  Operators  and  dealers  are  opti¬ 


mistic  and  any  morning  they  feel  that  they  rnay 
wake  up  and  find  themselves  too  busy  to  think 
about  getting  orders.  The  great  problem  wor¬ 


rying  most  of  the  trade  is  how  to  get  sufficient 
coal  to  supply  promptly  the  demand  under  at¬ 
tendant  conditions. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  October  6,  190G. 

The  Cincinnati  coal  market  continues  in  about 
the  same  condition  that  it  has  been  in  for  several 
weeks.  It  is  firm  and  growing  firmer  all  the 
time.  Almost  without  exception,  every  coal  con¬ 
cern  visited  today  by  The  Black  Diamond  man 
reported  either  that  it  has  no  coal  for  sale  at  pres¬ 
ent  or  that  it  is  not  taking  any  new  orders  at 
all.  Most  of  the  Cincinnati  selling  agencies  are 
from  four  weeks  to  ten  weeks  behind  on  their 
orders  at  the  present  rate  of  the  car  supply, 
and  they  argue  that  it  would  be  foolishness  to 
make  prices  on  business  farther  into  the  future 
than  they  now  have  their  output  sold.  An  av¬ 
erage  of  eight  weeks  from  the  present  time 
brings  the  date  of  delivery  up  past  the  first  of 
December,  and  when  the  first  of  the  vviiiter 
months  comes  around,  the  weather  conditions 
are  usually  such  that  delinquent  buyers  of  coal 
are  forced  to  lay  in  stocks,  and  as  they  buy  be¬ 
cause  they  can  not  help  themselves,  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  prices  are  run  up  on  them.  The 
producers  and  sellers  of  coal  are  well  aware  of 
this,  and  they  do  not  care  to  sell  so  far  ahead 
that  in  case  there  happens  to  be  a  good  current 
market,  they  will  have  no  coal  with  which  to 
take  advantage  of  favorable  conditions.  The 
wholesalers  are  now  having  their  innings,  and 
most  of  them  are  making  scores  by  obtaining 
good  prices  for  their  product.  The  retail  dealers 
and  other  buyers  of  coal  had  their  inning  early 
in  the  season  when  prices  were  very  low,  and 
many  of  them  failed  to  score  by  'buying  at  that 
time. 

There  is  practically  no  market  price  on  either 
splint  or  smokeless  coal,  wholesale,  here.  Quo¬ 
tations  of  $1.60  a  ton  on  the  former,  and  $3.25 
on  the  latter,  at  the  mines,  have  been  recalled 
by  a  number  of  agencies,  but  these  prices  are 
probably  as  nearly  the  market  as  it  is  possible 
to  get  at  this  time.  Run-of-mine  is  selling  at 
all  multiples  of  five  from  $1.05  a  ton  at  the  mines 
to  $1.25  for  splint,  and  $1.35@1.50  for  Pocahon¬ 
tas  and  New  River.  There  is  a  positive  scarcity 
of  all  kinds  of  smokeless  coal. 

Serious  Car  Shortage. 

The  car  supply  on  both  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
and  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroads  is  in  no 
way  improved  over  what  it  has  been  for  several 
weeks,  and  that  is  the  worst  ever  known  in  the 
history  of  either  road.  The  actual  supplies  of 
cars  amounts  to  between  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
three  and  a  third  per  cent  of  the  capacity  of  the 
mines  on  both  the  C.  &  O.  and  N.  &  W.  The 
Louisville  &  Nashville  is  giving  its  coal  patrons 
much  poorer  service  than  it  usually  does ;  but 
at  that  it  is  far  better  than  either  of  the  roads 
mentioned.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is 
still  badly  blocked  with  freight  of  all  kinds,  and 
its  coal  business  is  suffering  more  than  any 
other.  None  of  the  railroads  will  make  any 

promises  regarding  a  better  car  supply.  They 
simply  say  that  they  will  do  the  best  they  can. 

The  retail  business  of  this  city  is  fair,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  concerns  reporting  business  really  good. 
There  is  still  a  little  cutting  of  the  $3.25  a  ton 

price  on  splint  lump  delivered,  but  aside  from 

this,  the  retail  market  is  firm  and  improving. 

Smokeless  is  still  selling  for  four  dollars  a  ton 
delivered,  and  anthracite  $7.50.  Nut  and  slack 
for  steam  purposes  ranges  from  $1.90@2.25  a 
ton  delivered  to  large  factories,  breweries,  office 
buildings  and  such  places.  Coke  is  quite  firm 
at  prices  quoted  some  time  ago. 

The  rather  heavy  receipts  of  river  coal  in  this 
market  this  week  have  had  absolutely  no  effect 
upon  prices  of  coal  afloat.  The  stock  of  river 
coal  was  getting  down  pretty  well,  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts  this  week  kept  a  number  of  concerns 
from  going  into  their  yards.  River  lump  is 
worth  from  seven  and  one-half  to  eight  cents  a 
bushel  afloat  in  barges,  and  nut  and  slack  from 
five  to  six  and  one-half  cents  a  bushel  afloat. 


NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Nat.  J.  Scott,  of  the  Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Chicago,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  dur¬ 
ing  the  week. 

H.  C.  Thompson  and  W.  E.  Cassiday,  of  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky.,  have  leased  the  Waldensia  mine,  at 
Waldensia,  Tenn.,  on  the  line  of  the  Southern 
railroad. 

C.  J.  Warnock,  president  of  the  Wallsend 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  a  resident  of  Pineville, 
Ky.,  spent  several  days  this  week  in  Cincinnati. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  new 
Louisville  &  Atlantic  Coal  Co. 

Fred  C.  Todd,  the  popular  president  of  the 
Damascus  Coal  Co.,  was  called  east  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  on  account  of  the  death  of 
his  mother.  His  many  friends  are  sympathizing 
with  him  in  his  bereavement. 

W.  S.  Howell,  well  known  in  the  wholesale 
and  retail  coal  business  of  the  Cincinnati  dis¬ 
trict,  has  cast  his  lot  with  the  Damascus  Coal 
Co.  and  is  now  on  the  road  for  that  concern. 
Mr.  Howell  has  many  friends  in  the  trade. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  general  manager  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Co.,  and  general  sales  agent  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  went  to  Lexington, 
Ky.,  Wednesday  on  business  connected  with  the 
latter  concern.  Mr.  Morgan  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  largest  seller  of  cannel  coal  in  the 
United  States. 

W.  P.  Deppe,  formerly  connected  with  the 
passenger  department  of  the  Big  Four  railroad, 
but  who  got  into  the  coal  business  a  year  or  two 
ago  by  purchasing  a  large  interest  in  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  of  Spadra,  Ark., 
is  visiting  friends  and  relatives  here.  He  is  now 
connected  with  a  large  producing  company  in 
Nova  Scotia. 

R.  A.  Jaynes,  manager  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  in  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  Jaynes  has  been  spending  most  of  his  time 
at  his  company’s  mines  in  Virginia  Jor  the  past 
few  months,  and  while  he  says  the  output  of  the 
mines  has  been  largely  increased,  he  is  far  behind 
in  his  orders.  Mr.  Jaynes  introduced  “Darby” 
into  this  market. 

Charles  E.  Hall,  formerly  president  of  the 
Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Wallsend,  Ky.,  but 
who  sold  out  his  interests  in  that  concern  to 
Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  .Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  is  in  the  city  for  a  few  days  renewing  old  ac¬ 
quaintances.  It  is  said  that  Mr.  Hall  may  locate 
in  Cincinnati  and  establish  a  wholesale  coal 
brokerage  business. 

The  heavy  rains  of  the  past  week  caused  a 
substantial  rise  out  of  the  Kanawha  river,  and 
allowed  the  shippers  from  that  stream  to  market 
here  nearly  all  the  coal  they  had  loaded  ready 
for  shipment.  The  shipment  amounted  to  about 
one  hundred  barges  containing  about  1,300,000 
bushels,  or  in  round  numbers,  fifty  thousand  tons 
of  fuel.  The  rise  came  at  a  most  opportune  time 
for  a  number  of  the  river  dealers  and  shippers, 
as  a  number  of  them  were  getting  down  toward 
the  last  of  their  supply  afloat,  and  the  present 
amount  of  coal  will  probably  give  them  enough 
coal  to  last  them  until  there  is  another  rise  in 
the  river. 

The  I.ouisville  &  Atlantic  Coal  Co.  was  in¬ 
corporated  at  Columbus  this  week  by  officials  and 
stockholders  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  Ihc 
new  concern  has  taken  a  lease  on  2,500  to  3,000 
acres  of  coal  property  near  Beattyville,  Ky.,  on 
the  line  of  the  Louisville  &  Atlantic  railroad, 
and  will  begin  at  once  the  development  of  the 
property  on  a  large  scale.  Harry  P.  Jones,  al¬ 
ready  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  largest,  indi¬ 
vidual  operator  in  Kentucky,  is  the  leading  spirit 
in  the  new  company,  and  he  will  personally  look 
after  the  opening  up  and  operating  of  the  new 
mines.  The  new  concern  takes  its  name  from 
the  name  of  the  railroad  on  which  the  new  mines 
will  be  opened. 


The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  records 
show  that  the  receipts  of  coal  at  Cincinnati  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  September,  1906,  were  6,664 
cars,  while  the  shipments  were  5,716  cars.  The 
receipts  for  the  same  month  last  year  were  8,012 
cars,  while  the  shipments  for  September  last 
year  were  5,167  cars.  The  great  falling  off  in 
the  receipts  this  year  is  attributable  to  the  un¬ 
precedented  shortage  of  cars  on  all  the  railroads 
leading  into  Cincinnati.  The  chamber  of  com¬ 
merce  records  also  show  that  the  receipts  of  an¬ 
thracite  at  Cincinnati  during  the  rnonth  of  Sep¬ 
tember  were  122  cars  compared  witli  thirty-four 
cars  during  the  same  month  last  year. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  and  connected  with  a  number  of  the  largest 
producing  coal  companies  in  Kentucky  and  Ten¬ 
nessee,  spent  several  days  this  week  at  his  home 
in  this  city.  For  nearly  three  months  .Mr.  Jones 
has  ben  right  at  bis  company’s  mines,  spending 
all  his  energies  in  increasing  the  output,  and  in 
looking  after  labor  conditions.  He  reports  min¬ 
ers  very  scarce  in  a  number  of  his  mines,  but  he 
has  succeeded  in  inducing  a  large  number  to 
locate  at  his  newest  mine,  the  Blanche  mine, 
near  Pineville.  He  reports  that  he  now  has  all 
his  mines  running  smoothly  and  getting  out 
comparatively  large  amounts  of  coal.  As  a  rnine 
manager  Mr.  Jones  has  no  superior  in  the  United 
States.  Before  coming  to  Cincinnati  and  Ken¬ 
tucky,  he  had  charge  of  the  active  mining  op¬ 
erations  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  later  had  charge  of  the 
mines  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  Mr.  Jones 
is  one  of  the  most  unostentatious  big  men  in 
the  coal  business. 

The  first  fleet  of  Guyan  valley  coal  that  ever 
came  to  this  market  by  river,  arrived  here  Mon¬ 
day  of  this  week,  when  the  steamer  Val  P. 
Collins  came  in  with  eleven  barges  of  coal  that 
had  been  mined  on  the  upper  Guyan  valley  and 
shipped  by  rail  to  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  where  it 
was  loaded  into  barges  from  the  immense  new 
tipple  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  The  coal 
will  be  unloaded  at  Cincinnati,  as  the  great  new 
elevator  of  the  same  company  at  North  Bend 
is  not  quite  completed.  Colonel  J.  C.  Beebe, 
general  manager  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co., 
is  here  this  week  after  having  been  to  New  York 
and  Boston  in  consultation  with  a  number  of 
officials  of  the  company,  and  is  elated  at  the 
smoothness  with  which  his  new  plant  at  Hunting- 
ton  is  working.  The  company’s  steamer,  Cath¬ 
erine  Davis,  is  expected  in  with  another  tow  of 
a  dozen  barges  or  so  the  latter  part  of  the  week, 
and  after  that  Colonel  Beebe  expects  to  keep 
these  steamboats  busy  bringing  coal  from  the 
tipple  at  Huntington  to  -the  elevator  at  North 
Bend. 

V 

What  is  considered  to  be  an  invention  which 
will  lighten  the  labors  of  the  miner  and  lessen 
the  expense  of  mining  is  a  new  safety  powder 
now  being  given  its  initial  trial  in  the  anthracite 
region.  This  new  explosive,  judging  from  the 
tests,  will  cause  a  change  in  the  mining  of  coal, 
in  fact,  the  owners  feel  confident  that  their  goods 
will  be  given  precedence  after  the  first  trial,  and 
in  consideration  of  that  fact  are  requesting  the 
operators  to  make  no  contracts  for  explosives 
until  they  allow  the  Safety  Powder  Co.  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  display  their  goods.  The  company 
claims  that  it  is  better  and  cheaper  than  black 
powder  and  it  surpasses  the  twenty-five  and 
forty  per  cent  dynamite.  This  safe.ty  powder  has 
been  tested  in  the  mines  of  Pardee  &  Co.,  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  The  tests  were  made  in  the 
Garnet  vein,  one  of  the  hardest  in  the  mine, 
where  no  black  powder  can  be  used  at  all. 
Twenty-five  pounds  of  the  safety  was  used 
against  a  similar  amount  of  dynamite,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  former  blew  one-third  more  coal 
than  the  other  explosive  and  blew  it  cleaner, 
as  the  coal  loosened  in  chunks.  Besides  there 
was  very  little  dirt. 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


WiiKELiNGj  W,  Va.,  October  3. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Demand  fair ;  prices  no  belter ;  car 
supply  bad;  labor  shortage  slightly  better. 

I'he  foregoing  condenses  the  West  Virginia 
situation  comprehensively  this  week.  Nothing 
could  be  added  by  detail,  inasmuch  as  there  are 
no  particular  features.  Business  is  moving  along 
steadily,  and  if  anything,  the  only  new  thing 
noticeable  is  a  tendency  to  complain  because 
prices  are  not  better. 

At  producing  points,  the  ups  and  downs  in  the 
selling  centers  are  not  faithfully  reflected.  Only 
in  the  case  of  activity  in  spot  coal  is  the  shifting 
and  shading  in  prices  perceptible  outside  of  the 
inner  circles.  Consequently  the  only  indication 
for  the  belief  that  there  is  a  check  to  buying  or 
some  other  cause  for  an  apparent  listlessness 
is  the  tendency  noted  to  complain  because  prices 
arc  not  upward,  and  it  is  known  that  inquiries 
liave  notably  sagged  of  late. 

Contract  coal  is  nevertheless  pursuing  the  even 
tenor  of  its  way  to  the  lakes,  to  tidewater  and 
inland  points,  and  a  stiffer  demand  is  confidently 
expected  with  the  approach  of  cooler  weather 
for  steam  coal  especially. 

Mention  was  made  recently  of  the  intention  of 
the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  to  epen  a  mine  on 
its  large  and  undeveloped  tract  in  the  Fairmont 
region.  Bids  are  now  being  received  for  the 
construction  of  a  plant,  which,  it  is  said,  will  be 
one  of  the  largest  in  that  field.  Two  shafts  will 
be  sunk  at  Farmington,  and  General  Superin¬ 
tendent  J.  C.  Brydon  has  just  supervised  the 
locations. 

About  the  most  absurd  strike  in  this  vicinity 
was  begun  last  week  at  the  Schick  mines  at 
Bellaire,  across  the  Ohio  river  from  Wheeling, 
and  it  is  entitled  to  be  known  as  a  fifty-three 
cent  strike.  The  miners  walked  out  because  the 
company  refused  to  pay  that  amount  to  the  local 
union’s  committee  out  of  eight  dollars  wages 
held  back  by  the  company  as  part  payment  for 
twenty-two  dollars  which  a  miner  owed  it  for 
rent,  the  miner  having  quit.  At  last  accounts  the 
men  were  still  on  strike  for  “principle.” 

Operators  in  Marion  and  Harrison  counties 
are  protesting  against  an  assessment  of  fifty  dol¬ 
lars  an  acre  on  their  leasehold  rights,  and  they 
have  produced  their  books  to  show  that  the  lease¬ 
hold  values  amounted  to  nothing,  inasmuch  as  the 
profits  from  the  coal  mined  did  not  equal  the 
royalties  by  several  thousands  of  dollars.  As 
the  state  tax  commissioner  shows  no  disposition 
to  yield  the  operators  have  the  alternative  of 
expensive  litigation  in  the  courts,  and  the  out¬ 
look  is  gloomy  for  them. 

An  agreement  between  the  Maryland  Trust 
Company  and  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  has  been 
filed  with  the  secretary  of  state,  covering  the 


The  Ohio 

Toledo,  Ohio,  October  1. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  beginning  of  fall  finds  the 
coal  trade  in  Toledo  and  northwestern  Ohio  in 
fairly  good  condition.  The  car  shortage  and  the 
enforcement  of  the  new  car  service  association 
rules  have  worked  some  drawbacks  and  changed 
what  would  otherwise  have  been  a  normal  market. 
However,  coal  dealers  and  operators  are  generally 
looking  on  the  bright  side  and  are  optimistic. 

Lake  trade  is  more  than  holding  its  own.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  fact  that  northwest  shipments 
will  run  away  ahead  of  those  of  last  year,  every¬ 
thing  indicates  that  the  close  of  navigation  will 
see  little  coal  under  contract  being  hauled  by  rail. 
The  past  month  has  witnessed  several  delays  in 
the  arrival  of  coal,  but  despite  these  drawbacks 
the  exports  for  September  are  away  ahead  of 
those  of  a  year  ago.  The  shipments  for  the 
month,  according  to  the  custom  house  figures, 
which  are  only  relatively  correct,  may  be  taken 
as  a  basis  of  computation.  They  show  the  de¬ 
parture  of  126,000  tons.  The  shipments  for  the 
corresponding  month  a  year-ago  were  77,500  tons. 
Rumors  are  current  about  the  number  of  boats 
which  are  free  and  going  after  cargoes  at  an 
advanced  rate  for  carrying  charges,  but  thus  far 
there  has  been  little  of  this  at  the  Toledo  port. 


details  of  a  bond  issue  of  almost  $2,000,000  for 
two  thousand  cars  of  fifty-ton  capacity  which 
the  coal  company  is  to  receive. 

In  nine  weeks  a  shaft  has  been  sunk  180  feet 
and  the  required  coal  reached  in  the  Pocahontas 
region,  in  McDowell  county,  by  the  Dixon- 
Pocahontas,  a  new  concern.  This  is  considered 
a  time  record  for  this  territory.  The  No.  4 
seam  was  encountered,  five  feet  six  inches  thick, 
showing  a  fine  quality  of  coal,  and  only  one  inch 
of  slate  parting. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Ex-Senator  Henry  G.  Davis  and  his  associ¬ 
ates  in  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  are  to  be  ten¬ 
dered  a  complimentary  banquet  soon  by  the 
Charleston  chamber  of  commerce.  Since  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  they  did  not  intend  to  sell  the 
road  to  one  of  the  great  trunk  lines  the  Coal  & 
Coke  management  is  additionally  popular. 

The  series  of  damage  suits  growing  out  of  the 
Detroit  mine  disaster  have  begun  at  Charleston. 
The  accident  occurred  last  January,  or  just  about 
the  time  the  mine  was  taken  into  the  Paint  Creek 
Collieries  Co.,  and  there  was  a  long  delay  over 
the  effort  to  establish  definite  ownership  and  re¬ 
sponsibility.  The  suit  claims  aggregate  $400,000. 

Seven  Roumanians  are  under  arrest,  charged 
with  conspiracy  to  assassinate  W.  S.  Keesling, 
of  the  Pulaski  Iron  Co.,  operating  the  Shawnee 
mines  at  Eckman.  Kessling  is  the  assistant  mine 
boss.  They  attacked  him  with  hammers  and 
knives,  and  he  was  forced  to  flee.  At  the  com- 

John  Dunn,  superintendent  of  the  Paint  Creek 
Colliery’s  Nuckolls  mine,  had  his  leg  broken  by 
getting  caught  in  an  entry  by  a  loaded  mine 
car. 

J.  C.  McKinley,  the  Wheeling  operator,  who  is 
interested  in  the  control  of  several  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Ohio  mines,  has  just  returned  from 
Toronto,  Can.,  where  he  was  looking  after  an 
extension  of  business  in  that  market. 

The  eleventh  test  hole  driven  on  the  Witten¬ 
berg  interest’s  five  thousand-acre  tract  in  Raleigh 
county,  show  nine  feet  of  coal,  while  the  average 
is  seven  feet. 

C.  E.  Conoway,  of  Fairmant,  has  sold  four  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  coal  in  Harrison  county,  Fairmont 
region,  to  Pittsburgers,  for  a  consideration  re¬ 
ported  to  reach  half  a  million  dollars. 

Henry  G.  Buxton,  -ftTo  died  this  week  at 
Keyser,  was  actively  engaged  in  the  banking 
business,  but  when  the  Davis  and  Elkins  interests 
were  active  in  coal  operations  along  the  line  of 
the  West  Virginia  Central,  before  they  sold  it 
to  the  Goulds,  he  held  executive  positions  in 
their  coal  enterprises.  He  was  a  nephew  of 
Henry  G.  Davis  and  named  after  him. 


The  active  movement  of  grain  tends  to  indicate 
that  both  grain  and  coal  will  be  well  taken  care 
of  by  the  time  ice  begins  to  cover  the  lakes  and 
when  fancy  freight  charges  may  be  expected. 

The  most  important  features  of  the  past  month 
have  been  a  decline  in  the  freight  rates  on  Jack- 
son  coal  from  one  dollar  to  ninety  cents,  a 
ruling  on  the  part  of  the  railroads  which  appears 
to  be  arbitrary  in  every  respect.  There  was  also 
an  advance  during  the  past  few  days  on  run-of- 
mine  which  may  be  said  to  be  about  ten  cents  a 
ton.  The  demand  for  steam  coal  of  all  grades  is 
strong  and  continually  increasing  in  strength.  It 
would  be  strange,  under  these  conditions,  if  a 
further  advance  is  not  experienced  before  the 
beginning  of  severe  cold  weather.  Other  grades 
of  steam  coal  are  also  stronger  and  many  deal¬ 
ers  are  having  trouble  to  take  care  of  their  con¬ 
tracts.  Should  this  trouble  continue,  cold 
weather  may  find  things  a  little  more  adverse 
than  anticipated  at  this  writing. 

Domestic  coals  are  firm  with  plenty  doing  to 
take  up  all  the  spare  time  of  the  dealers.  The 
demand  continues  to  grow,  and  aside  from  an¬ 
thracite  there  have  been  no  advances.  This  is 
probably  explained,  as  some  dealers  say,  by  the 
fact  that  retailers  have  always  received  a  good 


price  here  and  a  slight  advance  to  them  does 
not  change  the  retail  price.  The  supply  of  natural 
gas  has  already  been  turned  off  twice  this  fall. 
This  fact  is  causing  many  to  desert  the  fuels 
they  have  used  for  years,  even  though  one  of  the 
shut-downs  was  made  for  the  annual  cleaning 
of  pumps  and  valves. 

Toledo  is  well  taken  care  of  in  the  anthracite 
bins.  There  is  probably  enough  coal  already  in 
storage  here  to  take  care  of  the  city  during  the 
greater  portion  of  the  year.  All  the  larger  deal¬ 
ers  have  their  winter’s  supply  on  hand.  The 
early  winter  price  is  seven  dollars  a  ton — a  price 
which  has  ruled  ever  since  the  big  strike — ex¬ 
cept  for  a  short  time  last  spring.  There  is  a  gen¬ 
eral  apprehension  that  the  middle  of  December 
or  the  first  of  the  year  will  see  au  advance  of 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton. 

There  continue.®  to  be  a  great  deal  of  adverse 
criticism  on  account  of  the  new  car  service 
rules.  The  dealers,  it  may  be  said,  without  ex¬ 
ception,  are  declaring  that  it  is  going  to  cause 
higher  prices,  especially  in  domestic  coal,  as  it 
requires  two  handling,  s  here,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  deterioration. 

Many  dealers  have  moved  into  the  new  Nich¬ 
olas  building  and  are  now  settled  down  for  a  win¬ 
ter’s  steady  pull.  They  are  hopeful  and  look 
forward  to  a  season  of  good  prices.  vVhile  there 
is  not  an  over-abundance  of  coal,  yet  there  is 
enough  to  enable  them  to  take  care  of  their  trade 
with  comparative  ease.  There  has  not  been  much 
demurrage  coal  offered  here  and  this  has  made 
the  market  a  little  more  firm  and  stable.  With 
Toledo  less  of  a  dumping  ground,  dealers  will 
be  more  happy  and  circular  prices  will  come  to 
mean  something. 


The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  October  3. — (Special  Correspondence.) 
— With  prices  of  West  Virginia  and  Hocking 
Valley  advanced  ten  cents  and  a  “fierce”  car 
shortage,  Detroiters  look  for  a  big  demand, 
serious  scarcity  and  a  steady  and  rapid  rise  of  the 
market.  So  far  the  leading  companies  have  not 
experienced  much  difficulty  in  filling  orders,  for 
there  is  lots  of  soft  coal  drifting  in  daily  that 
was  started  from  the  mines  some  time  ago.  Be¬ 
fore  very  long,  however,  a  big  scarcity  is  sure 
to  result  from  the  present  tie-up.  Besides  the 
usual  reasons  for  car  shortage  which  appear  each 
fall,  such  as  the  demand  for  cars  by  other 
lines  of  trade,  increased  lake  shipments,  etc.,  a 
new  reason  is  given,  to  the  effect  that  the  Ohio 
law  which  was  passed  recently  requiring  air 
brakes  on  coal  cars,  which  has  thrown  hundreds 
of  cars  out  of  commission.  The  Detroit,  Toledo 
&  I  ronton  and  the  Hocking  Valley  have  suffered 
considerably  from  this  law,  having  sent  much 
of  their  rolling  stock  to  the  shops  to  be  equipped 
with  the  necessary  air  brakes. 

All  grades  of  bituminous  are  strong  today ; 
even  fine  coal,  which  was  a  drug  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  four  days  ago,  shows  up  well  today.  Last 
Saturday  Hocking  nut,  pea  and  slack  was  on  the 
tracks  in  abundance,  but  at  present  writing 
nearly  all  of  it  has  been  disposed  of  and  the 
price  has  gone  up  from  forty  and  forty-five  cents 
to  circular  figures. 


The  Sunday  Creek  Co.  has  taken  all  its  men 
off  the  road  and  is  taking  no  more  orders  except 
such  as  come  through  the  mails  from  old  cus¬ 
tomers,  and  even  then  won’t  guarantee  to  fill 
them.  Its  October  circular  gives  the  following 
prices;  Sunday  Creek  Hocking  lump,  $1.75; 
three-quarters,  $1.65;  mine  run,  $1.40;  domestic 
nut,  $1.25 ;  nut,  pea  and  slack,  eighty-five  cents ; 
coarse  slack,  sixty  cents ;  washed  Hocking  stove, 
$1.85;  West  Virginia  Smithers  creek  hand-picked 
splint  lump.  $1.85 ;  Kanawha  splint  lump,  $1.75 
(a  raise  of  fifteen  cents) ;  mine  run,  Kanawha, 
$1.25 ;  coarse  slack,  seventy  cents. 

Anthracite  sales  agents  report  a  brisk  demand 
and,  though  the  car  shortage  is  very  pronounced, 
they  have  thus  far  succeeded  in  keeping  the 
trade  fairly  well  supplied.  Retailers  are  very 
busy  nowadays,  but  are  greatly  handicapped  by 
lack  of  men.  There  is  also  great  lack  of  organ¬ 
ization  among  the  retailers.  It  was  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  raise  the  price  to  consumers  on  October 
first  from  $7.25  to  $7.50  per  ton,  the  same  price 
as  that  of  last  year  at  this  season ;  but  failure  to 
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get  all  the  dealers  in  line  has  delayed  the  ad¬ 
vance.  It  is  expected  to  materialize,  however, 
within  a  day  or  two.  The  dealers  feel  that  they 
ought  to  get  a  better  price  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  teamsters  are  holding  them  up  for  better 
than  two  dollars  a  day.  A  certain  shipper  ar¬ 
ranged  with  some  men  the  other  day  to  empty 
a  car  at  seven  dollars,  the  going  price,  and  they 
refused  to  finish  the  job,  because,  they  said,  the 
car  was  too  large.  The  dealer  had  to  turn  in 
and  do  it  himself. 

PERSONALS. 

W.  J.  Scully  is  attending  to  important  business 
in  Columbus  this  week. 

John  Solon,  of  the  Solon  Coal  Co.,  of  Toledo, 
was  here  on  business  last  Tuesday. 

H.  A.  Cochran,  of  Cleveland,  assistant  coal 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  6. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — October  should  be  a  profitable 
month  for  the  coal  dealers  in  the  southwestern 
district.  The  month  has  begun  with  encouraging 
business  and  the  indications  point  to  a  steady  in¬ 
crease.  Dealers,  both  wholesale  and  retail,  speak 
of  the  prospects  in  a  satisfied  way  and  declare  that 
the  fall  business  will  show  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  over  that  of  last  year.  Nearly  all  of  the 
surplus  of  slack  has  become  exhausted  and  in 
the  last  few  days  there  has  been  a  steady  de¬ 
mand  for  the  other  grades  of  coal.  Neither  in 
the  wholesale  or  the  retail  trade  has  there  been 
any  change  in  prices  in  the  last  week;  they  are 
still  the  summer  prices.  Just  at  present  the 
“bugaboo”  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  southwestern 
district  is  the  ever  increasing  shortage  of  cars. 
Complaints  are  being  heard  on  all  sides.  In 
southern  Kansas  and  Arkansas  the  trouble  is  be¬ 
ing  especially  felt,  but  it  is  evident,  though  in 
a  lesser  degree,  in  all  other  districts.  An  official 
of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  said  yesterday 
that  in  the  Rock  Springs  district  in  Wyoming 
there  is  a  shortage  of  1,800  cars  and  that  at  some 
of  the  mines  orders  are  not  being  received  be¬ 
cause  cars  to  supply  them  can  not  be  procured. 

Coal  miners  of  Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Terri¬ 
tory  threaten  to  cause  some  trouble.  They  are 
dissatisfied  with  the  regime  of  the  district  officers 
of  the  miners’  organization  and  threaten  to  secede 
from  the  National  United  Mine  Workers.  Gross 
extravagance  and  mismanagement  on  the  part  of 
the  officers  is  charged.  It  is  understood  that  they 
will  adopt  a  resolution  to  split  the  district,  and  if 
not  allowed  to  do  so  will  secede  from  the  federa¬ 
tion  and  join  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the 
World.  Such  a  radical  action  as  this  inight  cause 
trouble  for  the  operators  and  a  possible  cessa¬ 
tion  of  work  in  the  mines.  In  the  district  there 
are  12,000  miners. 

An  interesting  bit  of  news  is  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  the  Atchison  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  re¬ 
organized  under  the  name  of  the  Citizens’  Na¬ 
tional  Mining  Co.  The  new  company  will  lease 
and  operate  the  Atchison  coal  mine,  said  to  be  the 
deepest  mine  in  the  west.  It  has  a  vertical  shaft, 
1,160  feet  deep,  and  a  vein  three  feet  thick. 
Charles  Feet,  of  Leavenworth,  has  been  chosen 
as  superintendent  of  the  mine.  The  Atchison 
coal  mine  has  been  operated  off  and  on  in  the 
last  three  years,  but  has  not  been  a  successful 
mine  on  account  of  labor  troubles.  The  miners’ 
organization  has  suggested  that  if  the  new  com¬ 
pany  joins  the  Southwestern  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  there  will  be  less  trouble. 

Agents  for  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  were 
in  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  recently,  closing  the  deal  for 
the  purchase  of  about  1,000  acres  of  coal  land 
located  four  mile  east  of  Girard,  which  the  com¬ 
pany  has  been  drilling  for  coal  for  the  past 
two  or  three  months,  while  it  was  under  opera¬ 
tion.  The  drill  holes  made  in  the  work  of  pros¬ 
pecting  reached  coal  at  the  depth  of  two  hundred 
feet  and  it  is  claimed  to  be  the  best  quality  of  coal 
in  the  district,  with  a  good  top  of  flint  rock. 
Shafts  will  be  nut  down  at  once. 

The  Jackson-Walker  Coal  Co.,  of  Kansas  City, 
has  secured  control  of  the  coal  properties  of  the 
Devlin-Miller  Coal  Co.  and  the  Crawford  County 
Coal  Co.,  as  well  as  the  Galena  &  Northern  rail- 


and  coke  agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  was  in 
Detroit  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  Detroit  representative  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  has  returned  from  Portland, 
Maine,  where  he  spent  the  month  of  September 
recuperating  after  a  long  siege  of  typhoid  fever. 
He  is  completely  restored  to  health. 

Stuart  A.  Fraser,  formerly  general  manager 
for  Alex.  Y.  Malcohnson,  coal  miner  and  dealer, 
has  accepted  the  position  of  assistant  cashier 
in  the  Citizens’  Savings  Bank,  of  this  city.  He  is 
succeeded  in  the  coal  office  by  C.  B.  Grandy,  of 
Toledo. 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Wilcox  Calvert,  wife  of  George 
T.  Calvert,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of  this  city, 
died  suddenly  of  heart  failure  after  an  oper¬ 
ation  at  the  hospital.  She  had  been  ill  but  one 
week.  Deceased  is  survived  by  her  husband  and 
two  daughters. 


way,  the  spur  road  connecting  the  Devlin-Miller 
mine  with  the  Santa  Fe  and  Fontenac. 

The  Jackson-Walker  company  has  been  buy¬ 
ing  up  bonds  and  stocks  in  these  companies  un¬ 
til  they  now  have  the  controlling  interest.  The 
Devlin-Miller  Coal  Co.  property  includes  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  land  north  of  Frontena,  with  one 
mine  now  in  operation.  The  Crawford  County 
Coal  Co.  possesses  several  hundred  acres  of  coal 
land  north  and  west  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  along 
the  Santa  Fe,  which  has  not  been  operated.  It 
is  understood  that  the  Jackson-Walker  company 
purchased  $208,000  worth  of  stocks  and  bonds  in 


Minneapolis  and 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Oct.  6. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Mild  Indian  summer  weather  in 
the  northwest  is  acting  temporarily  as  a  damper 
on  demand  for  coal.  Usually  this  part  of  the 
country  is  visited  by  rather  severe  frosts  between 
September  fifteenth  and  twenty-fifth  each  year, 
but  thus  far  there  has  been  only  one  light  frost, 
and  house  fires  have  not  yet  been  necessary. 
Business  blocks  and  apartment  buildings  are 
using  no  more  coal  now  than  in  midsummer, 
consequently  the  wholesale  market  is  in  a  wait¬ 
ing  condition,  and  where  rail  coal  must  be  moved 
to  avoid  demurrage  it  is  frequently  at  a  sacri¬ 
fice.  Some  Illinois  washed  coal  shipped  to  this 
market  on  consignment  has  recently  been  sold 
at  a  sacrifice,  the  figures  obtained  having  been 
below  those  which  ordinarily  prevail  in  Chicago. 
A  few  cars  of  washed  nut  from  the  Carterville 
field  were  sold  as  low  as  $1.00@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.10@3.35  f.  o.  b.  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul. 

Twin  City  retail  yards  are  heavily  stocked 
with  coal,  and  it  will  require  several  weeks  of 
chilling  weather  to  create  much  of  a  demand 
from  that  quarter.  Most  of  the  large  steam 
users  are  under  contract,  so  that  in  times  like 
the  present  the  spot  demand  is  not  active,  espe¬ 
cially  as  in  Minneapolis  many  of  the  larger  plants 
use  sawdust  and  offal  from  the  saw  mills  until 
late  in  the  fall,  when  heavier  fires  are  required. 

In  the  rail  market  at  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  Carterville  lump  coal  is  selling  at  $1.25@ 
1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.35@3.60  f.  o.  b.  these 
ty/o  cities.  Egg  from  the  southern  Illinois  field 
commands  about  the  same  figure,  although  gen¬ 
erally  speaking  it  is  in  better  demand  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  more  satisfactory  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses.  Northern  Illinois  lump  is  held  at  $1.40@ 
1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.80@3.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
Twin  Cities.  Much  better  prices  are  obtained  in 
the  country,  especially  in  debatable  rail  and  dock 
territory  in  southern  Minnesota  and  South  Da¬ 
kota,  although  the  activity  is  not  as  pronounced 
as  it  would  be  if  the  weather  were  more  season¬ 
able. 

Dock  prices  were  expected  to  advance  twenty 
cents  on  lump  an  dock  run  in  all  grades  on 
October  first,  but  one  large  interest  refused  to 
make  the  advance,  claiming  the  condition  of  busi¬ 
ness  did  not  warrant  it.  It  is  probable  that 


these  two  companies  from  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Topeka  at  about  fifty  per  cent  of  their 
real  value. 

Last  week  a  franchise  was  passed  by  the  city 
council  giving  the  Kansas  City  Missouri  Gas  Co. 
a  franchise  to  supply  natural  gas  to  Kansas  City 
at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  per  thousand  feet 
for  small  consumers  and  ten  cents  to  manufac¬ 
turers.  The  company  has  accepted  the  franchise 
and  has  already  begun  preparations  for  installing 
the  gas  in  Kansas  City  homes  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  plants.  The  mains  used  for  manufactured 
gas  will  suffice  for  the  natural  gas,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  expects  to  be  ready  to  turn  in  a  supply 
for  use  by  the  first  of  November. 

“I  think  the  coal  dealers  are  not  much  alarmed 
at  the  prospect  of  Kansas  City’s  having  natural 
gas  this  winter,”  said  Charles  S.  Keith,  general 
manager  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  yesterday 
afternoon.  “Of  course,  wlien  the  gas  is  turned 
into  the  mains  it  will  have  its  effect  on  the  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  for  domestic  use.  But  after 
trying  gas  a  great  many  people,  we  believe, 
will  return  to  coal.  It  requires  thirty-one  thou¬ 
sand  cubic  feet  of  gas  to  equal  one  ton  of  Ar¬ 
kansas  lump  coal.  This  means  the  householder 
will  pay  $7.50  for  the  same  amount  of  heat 
from  gas  that  five  dollars’  worth  of  coal  will 
give  him.  The  use  of  gas  will  not  be  at  all 
general  in  Kansas  City  this  winter.  Next  winter 
we  may  feet  the  effects  of  the  competition. 

“Another  thing  will  help  to  even  up  matters 
for  the  coal  dealers.  The  Texas  oil  is  fast 
giving  out,  and  they  are  going  back  to  coal 
down  there.  A  great  deal  of  .Arkansas  coal  is 
going  to  Texas.” 

Among  the  operators  who  were  in  the  city 
last  week  were:  James  Hamilton,  of  Weir  City, 
Kas. ;  Charles  Spencer,  of  Columbus,  Kas. ;  J.  M. 
Stradburg,  of  Arkansas,  and  D.  M.  White,  of 
Arkansas.  , 
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active  consuming  weather  will  result  in  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  orders  about  November  first.  The  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars  at  the  docks  is  somewhat  restricted 
owing  to  the  crop  movement,  but  the  shortage 
has  not  assumed  serious  proportions,  e.xcept  on 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road.  Coun¬ 
try  orders  are  not  always  filled  as  promptly  as 
they  were  six  weeks  ago,  but  as  demand  is  not 
active  from  retail  dealers  these  conditions  are 
not  causing  any  distress. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  reduction  of  freight 
rates  on  the  Northern  Pacific,  Great  Northern 
and  Soo  lines  into  northwestern  territory  from 
the  dock  points  is  holding  back  considerable  busi¬ 
ness.  This  reduction  amounts  to  from  fifteen 
cents  to  seventy  cents  a  ton  on  bituminous  coal 
according  to  the  distance  of  the  haul.  It  was 
announced  the  latter  part  of  September  and  does 
not  become  effective  until  after  thirty  days  have 
elapsed,  under  the  rate  law.  As  a  consequence 
dealers  in  the  territory  affected  are  holding  off 
before  placing  orders  to  take  advantage  of  the 
new  conditions.  Car  supply  at  Duluth  and  Supe¬ 
rior  is  about  eighty-five  per  cent  of  present  re¬ 
quirements.  except  on  the  C.,  M.  &  St.  P.,  where 
it  is  much  less.  Dock  prices  on  all  grades  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  are  being  well  maintained,  and  gen¬ 
erally  speaking  the  dock  companies  are  taking  an 
optimistic  view  of  the  future  botli  as  to  prices 
and  demand.  It  is  currently  conceded  that  no 
more  coal  can  be  accumulated  on  the  docks  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  navigation  than  will  be  required 
to  meet  northwestern  requirements  this  winter 
and  next  spring. 

Demand  for  anthracite  in  the  Twin  Cities  is 
about  normal  for  this  season,  both  at  retail  and 
wholesale.  In  fact  it  forms  the  bulk  of  current 
domestic  business,  the  demand  for  bituminous 
being  light  until  later.  Country  demand  for 
anthracite  is  being  more  or  less  held  up  due 
to  the  prospective  reduction  in  frciglit  rates 
which  will  apply  to  hard  coal  to  a  more  pro¬ 
nounced  extent  than  to  bituminous,  due  to  tlie 
fact  that  they  arc  higher. 

Mill  wood  and  hardwood,  which  are  still  sold 
extensively  in  this  territory,  are  held  firmly  at 
about  the  same  prices  that  prevailed  last  year 
at  this  time. 

The  Holmes  &  Hallowell  Co.  are  stocking 
their  new  southeast  Minneapolis  yard  extensively 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


24 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[October  G 


with  smokeless  and  are  preparing  to  push  this 
coal  harder  than  ever  before. 

E.  Q.  Stone,  ice  and  coal  dealer  at  2844  Twelfth 
Avenue  South,  Minneapolis,  has  sold  his  ice 
business  to  the  Cedar  Lake  Ice  Co.  and  will 
devote  his  attention  exclusively  to  the  retail  coal 
and  transfer  business.  It  is  understotjd  that  he 
realized  a  substantial  profit  from  the  sale  of  his 
extensive  ice  business. 

F.  L.  Tarbox  is  a  new  addition  to  the  sales 
force  of  the  Ziegler  Coal  Co.,  Minneapolis.  His 


Indianapoi.i.s,  Ind.,  Oct.  4. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'I'he  present  week  has  marked  the 
first  all-around  advance  of  the  season  in  the 
prices  of  coal  in  Indiana.  Nearly  all  Indiana 
coal  is  selling  twenty-five  cents  higher  on  the 
ton  at  the  mines  than  it  was  a  week  ago. 

'I'here  has  been  a  corresponding  advance  to 
the  consumers,  domestic  and  steam,  while  some 
of  the  eastern  domestic  coal  has  been  advanced 
fifty  cents  a  ton.  The  demand  is  all  that  could 
be  desired — in  fact,  it  is  not  so  desirable  as  it 
might  seem,  as  all  of  the  operators  have  more 
orders  than  they  can  fill  under  the  circum¬ 
stances. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  Indiana  Railway 
Commission  to  break  the  blockade  at  I'erre  Haute 
and  force  the  railroads  to  supply  plenty  of  cars 
the  situation  is  not  much  better  than  it  was  be¬ 
fore  it  started  to  arbitrate.  It  is  now  said  that 
the  Big  Four  has  placed  an  embargo  on  Evans¬ 
ville  &  Terre  Haute  railroad  coal  delivered  at 
Terre  Haute,  and  that  the  E.  &  T.  H.  has  de¬ 
livered  between  two  and  three  cars  at  Terre 
Haute  this  week  that  the  Big  Four  has  refused 
to  move. 

The  operators  along  the  E.  &  T.  H.  are  making 
a  vigorous  protest,  but  so  far  have  not  obtained 
any  relief.  The  commission  thought  it  had  the 
matter  in  hand,  as  it  was  announced  yesterday 
that  John  R.  Walsh,  owner  of  the  Southern  In¬ 
diana,  had  promised  to  send  a  part  of  the  “S.  I.” 
coal  by  the  way  of  Westport,  where  the  Big  Four 
could  get  it  and  take  it  to  the  gas  belt  by  its 
Michigan  division.  This  plan  promises  some  re- 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Odtober  3. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  market  for  domestic  coal  in 
Louisville  and  in  fact  through  the  entire  state 
of  Kentucky  has  sprung  into  a  state  of  fall  activ¬ 
ity  within  the  past  ten  days. 

The  stock  on  hand  in  the  yards  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  rail-coal  dealers  is  lighter  than  at  this 
period  last  year.  This  fact  is  far  from  being 
satisfactory  to  dealers,  as  there  is  every  pros¬ 
pect  that  the  market  for  eastern  Kentucky  and 
Jellico  coals  will  be  perhaps  twenty-five  cents 
per  ton  higher  than  last  fall  and  winter,  indeed 
that  the  normal  average  of  prices  received  by  the 
operators  will  establish  a  new  high  record. 

As  against  $1.50  to  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  mines,  which 
was  the  price  of  domestic  lump  from  September 
fifteenth  to  October  first  a  year  ago,  the  present 
prices  for  the  same  grades  of  coal  show  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  about  twenty  cents  per  ton.  Even  at  the 
present  high  prices  coal  is  extremely  scarce  and  it 
seems  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  output  of 
both  the  Cumberland  valley  and  the  Knoxville 
division  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railway 
is  moving  south  over  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville’s  Atlanta  branch  and  is  being  freely  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  southern  market.  In  spite  of  the 
increase  in  tonnage  to  southern  points,  resulting 
from  the  opening  up  by  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  of  the  old  Atlanta,  Knoxville  &  Northern 
road,  the  southern  market  is  even  stronger  than 
at  this  period  last  year. 

South  Testing  New  Coals. 

The  heavy  movements  of  domestic  coal  have 
caused  a  natural  decline  in  the  price  of  nut-and- 
slack  and  jobbers  who  purchased  heavily  this 
summer  are  having  some  trouble  placing  their 
output.  Nut-and-slack  of  the  finest  quality,  how¬ 
ever,  still  commands  a  price  of  sixty-five  to 


father  was  a  well-known  St.  Paul  shoe  manu¬ 
facturer  and  was  prominent  in  business  and 
social  circles  in  that  city.  Young  Tarbox  worked 
for  six  months  at  the  mine  of  the  Ziegler  Coal 
Co.  before  becoming  a  salesman. 

Elliott  &  Skellett,  Minneapolis,  are  branching 
out  in  the  wholesale  business,  having  appointed 
W.  E.  .Still  to  take  charge  of  their  country  de- 
j)artment.  Mr.  Still  was  formerly  with  Bell  & 
Zoller,  who  have  discontinued  their  northwestern 
office. 


lief  for  the  ‘'S.  1.”  operators  who  complained  of 
inability  to  get  their  coal  through  by  the  way 
of  'I'erre  Haute.  Mr.  Walsh  has  also  agreed  to 
accept  cars  from  the  Big  Four  in  less  than 
seventy  car  lots,  so  there  may  be  more  fiats  in 
that  territory  from  now  on,  although  there  is  a 
great  scarcity  throughout  the  entire  field. 

Considerably  more  coal  is  peing  moved  to  the 
Indiana  markets  than  there  was  a  short  time  ago, 
but  the  operators  are  still  badly  handicapped  for 
want  of  transportation  facilities.  Most  of  the 
mines  are  being  run  less  than  half  time.  In 
spite  of  the  advance  in  prices  but  few  companies 
can  take  advantage  of  them,  as  they  can’t  get 
cars  to  furnish  their  contract  customers.  The 
supply  the  latter  have  is  getting  short,  and  an¬ 
other  stiff  advance  in  prices  is  inevitable. 

The  dealers  are  clamoring  for  more  coal  than 
the  operators  can  supply.  The  operators  are  now 
saying  “I  told  you  so”  in  recalling  that  they 
urged  the  dealers  to  stock  up  when  they  had  a 
good  chance. 

The  prices  generally  quoted  at  the  mines  fol¬ 
low  :  Run-of-mine,  $1.25 ;  four-inch  lump,  $1.75 
to  $2.00;  egg  nut,  $1.69  to  $1.75;  screenings,  80 
cents. 

These  prices  are  about  the  same  as  they  were 
at  this  time  a  year  ago. 

The  retail  dealers  say  that  their  domestic  busi¬ 
ness  is  beginning  to  pick  up  nicely,  and  that  they 
expect  to  have  all  they  can  do  from  now  on. 
There  is  a  good  demand  for  anthracite  at  $7.50, 
which  is  a  shade  higher  than  usual  here  for 
October. 


seventy  cents,  although  large  sales  are  reported 
as  low  as  fifty  cents  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  opening  of  the  Atlanta,  Knoxville  & 
Northern  into  southern  territory  by  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  has  made  it  possible  for  large  num¬ 
bers  of  operators  to  ship  south  on  the  same  rate 
enjoyed  by  the  Jellico  mines  proper,  while  the 
mines  north  of  the  Jellico  group  are  at  a  maxi¬ 
mum  disadvantage  of  ten  cents  in  freight.  Hence 
the  south  at  present  is  experimenting  with  a  large 
variety  of  eastern  Kentucky  coals,  some  of  which 
are  sold  at  considerably  lower  prices  than  the 
real  Jellico  and  Blue  Gem.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  what  readjustiment  will  take  place  in  prices, 
by  reason  of  the  influx  of  these  new  grades  of 
coal.  Genuine  Blue  Gem  lump  is  now  selling 
freely  at  $2.50  per  ton  and  high-grade  No.  1  Jel¬ 
lico  lump  at  $2.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  cars  mines. 

A  number  of  operators  are  about  to  begin  ship¬ 
ments  within  the  next  thirty  to  sixty  days.  Mr. 
L.  1.  Coleman,  part  owner  and  general  manager 
of  the  new  Tennessee-Jellico  Coal  Qo.,  was  in 
Louisville  this  week  and  announced  that  his  mine 
would  be  in  a  position  to  load  five  cars  per  day 
beginning  November  first,  and  would  thereafter 
increase  its  output  rapidly.  This  property  com¬ 
prises  five  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands,  twelve 
miles  east  of  Jellico  and  will  have  both  Louisville 
&  Nashville  and  Southern  railway  connections. 
'I'he  owners  claim  to  have  fifty-two  inches  of  high 
grade  domestic  coal  without  a  parting.  Air.  Cole¬ 
man  was  formerly  general  manager  of  the  Blue 
Gem  Coal  Co.,  and  was  highly  successful  in  that 
connection. 

Another  mine  which  is  read'-  to  market  coal  is 
the  Coleman  Mining  Co.  on  Clear  fork  in  the 
Straight  creek  district.  This  company,  like  the 
Tennessee-Jellico,  is  controlled  by  Louisville 
capital,  the  officers  being  as  follows :  D.  Scan¬ 
lon,  president;  George  Land,  Lexington,  vice¬ 


president;  G.  T.  Rider,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  C.  R.  Coleman,  general  manager.  Messrs. 
Scanlon  and  Rider  are  members  of  the  Scanlon 
Coal  Co.,  of  Louisville,  and  have  made  a  specialty 
of  Straight  creek  coal  for  several  vears  past. 

Market  Demands  Exceed  Production. 

A  third  new  operation,  which  will  be  shipping 
in  thirty  to  forty  days,  is  that  of  the  Rossland 
Mining  Co.,  at  Wofford,  Ky.  The  Procter  Coal 
Co.,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  of  the 
Jellico  mines,  and  the  Wooldridge-Jellico  Co., 
of  Newcomb,  Tenn.,  have  also  purchased  consid¬ 
erable  tracts  of  land,  which  it  is  proposed  to  open 
up  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the  Waldensia 
Mining  Co.,  at  Waldensia,  Tenn.,  on  the  Ten¬ 
nessee-Central,  will  be  shipping  coal  in  the  near 
future.  While  the  new  operations  would  seem 
to  indicate  a  heavy  increase  in  the  tonnage,  it 
must  be  remembered  that  many  of  the  older 
Jellico  mines  have  fallen  away  greatly  in  output, 
and  the  new  mines  have  not  shipped  sufficient  coal 
to  supply  this  shrinkage  and  fully  meet  the 
constantly  growing  demands  of  the  southern  mar¬ 
ket. 

The  Lily-Jellico  Mining  Co.,  of  Lily,  Ky.,  is 
preparing  to  operate  the  mines  of  the  O.  K.- 
Jellico  Co.,  and  the  Laurel  River  Coal  Co.  adjoin¬ 
ing  their  property.  F.  F.  Snead,  of  Louisville, 
was  formerly  manager  of  the  O.  K.  property, 
and  with  Kenneth  U.  Meguire  also  operated  the 
Laurel  River  Coal  Co.  They  later  established 
the  coal  jobbing  firm  of  Snead  &  Meguire,  of 
Louisville. 

The  Southern  Jellico  Fuel  Co.  is  a  new  cor¬ 
poration  recently  organized  with  general  offices 
at  Jellico,  Tenn.  The  officers  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany  are  J.  L.  Williams,  president;  D.  W.  Jones, 
vice-president  and  general  manager,  and  J.  C. 
Hoskins,  secretary.  Mr.  D.  W.  Jones,  who  has 
for  the  past  ten  years  managed  the  sales  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  East  Tennessee  Coal  Co.,  will  be  sales 
manager.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
get  into  the  operating  business  in  the  Jellico 
district  in  the  near  future. 


North  Dakota  Coal. 

North  Dakota’s  total  coal  production 
amounted  in  1905  to  317,542  short  tons,  w-hich 
had  a  spot  value  of  $424,778.  All  of  the  coal 
produced  in  North  Dakota  is  brown  lignite, 
extensive  beds  of  which  underlie  the  w-estern 
half  of  the  state.  It  is  not  a  high  grade  fuel 
for  heating  purposes,  and  until  1896  it  was 
mined  principally  by  ranchmen  who  had  no 
other  fuel.  'The  production  of  lignite  during 
the  last  ten  years  has,  however,  been  consider¬ 
ably  increased  by  the  enactment  of  a  law  by 
the  North  Dakota  legislature  which  compels 
the  use  of  lignite  in  all  state  buildings  and  in¬ 
stitutions.  The  production  in  1905  was  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  state,  being  45,614 
short  tons,  or  seventeen  per  cent  in  e.xcess  of 
that  of  1904,  and  38,877  short  tons,  or  14.6  per 
cent  over  that  of  1903,  when  the  largest  previ¬ 
ous  output  was  obtained.  The  increased  pro¬ 
duction  was  at  a  sacrifice  in  values,  the  avera|;e 
price  having  declined  from  $1.50  per  ton  in 
1903  to  $1.43  in  1904,  and  $1.34  in  1905.  The 
total  value  in  1905  was  onlj-  $6,773  more  than 
that  of  1903.  The  coal  mines  of  the  state  gave 
employment  to  626  men  in  1905,  against  547 
in  1904.  They  averaged  191  days  in  1904  and 
196  days  in  1905.  Most  of  the  mines  worked 
ten  hours.  There  were  no  strikes  in  1905, 
while  in  the  previous  year  there  were  175 
men  idle  for  thirty-six  days.  The  number  of 
mining  machines  in  use  has  been  the  same 
for  the  last  three  years — nine  altogether.  The 
machine-mined  product  in  1905  was  97,789  short 
tons,  compared  with  125,097  tons  in  1904,  and 
115.222  tons  in  1903. 

We  regard  The  Black  Diamond  as  the  best 
journal  for  the  coal  trade  that  has  come  to  our 
notice.  The  complete  and  independent  way  of 
treating  all  sides  of  the  coal  question  shows 
it  is  not  muzzled  by  any  faction  of  the  trade. 
The  review  of  the  markets  and  trade  conditions 
in  the  various  sections  of  the  country  is  of  most 
interest  to  us,  as  from  these  sources  we  draw 
our  own  conclusions  as  to  what  is  best  for  us 
to  do. — Wright  &  Carruthers,  Xenia,  Ohio. 
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The  business  formerly  conducted  at  Chicago, 
Ill.,  by  the  Perry  Eade  Coal  Co.  has  been  dis¬ 
solved. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  been  decreased 
from  $500,000  to  $250,000. 

E.  H.  Irwin,  vice-president,  Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher 
Building,  Chicago,  spent  several  days  at  Marion, 
Ill.,  where  the  mines  of  his  company  are  located. 

F.  I.  Kennedy,  recently  connected  with  the 
Jones  &  Adams  Co.  at  Chicago,  has  removed  to 
Pittsburg  and  is  now  secretary  to  W.  R.  Wood¬ 
ford,  vice-president,  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

Ira  E.  Stevens,  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago, 
is  at  Ziegler,  Ill.,  this  week  looking  after  the 
installation  of  a  lot  of  new  Watt  mine  cars, 
which  are  being  put  in  at  the  Ziegler  Coal  Co.’s 
mine. 

A.  K.  Hamilton  has  retired  from  the  presidency 
of  the  Crooked  Creek  Railway  &  Coal  Co.,  op¬ 
erating  mines  near  Webster  City,  Iowa,  and  will 
be  succeeded  by  George  W.  Burnham,  of  Mil¬ 
waukee. 

The  City  Gas  Co.,  of  Mendota,  Ill.,  which 
discontinued  the  use  of  coal  several  months  ago 
for  that  of  oil,  is  contemplating  changing  back  to 
coal  as  its  experience  with  oil  has  not  been  very 
successful. 

The  coal  washer  of  the  Royal  Colliery  Co., 
Virden,  Ill.,  which  has  been  under  construction 
for  the  past  six  months,  is  now  reported  as  near¬ 
ing  completion.  The  washer  was  erected  at  an 
expense  of  about  $40,000. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  for  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  Mercantile  Library  Building, 
Cincinnati,  passed  through  Chicago  this  week  on 
his  way  home  from  the  Northwest. 

J.  E.  Windsor,  president  Windsor  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  with  J.  A.  Mc¬ 
Donald,  auditor  for  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  left 
last  Saturday  for  a  hunting  and  fishing  trip 
through  northern  Minnesota  and  Dakota. 

E.  M.  Sands,  general  manager.  Old  Colony 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  Building,  Chicago,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  to  Cleveland  and  Indianapolis. 
‘‘E.  M.”  is  an  enthusiastic  Kokoal  and  was  corn- 
pelled  to  miss  the  last  koruskation  much  to  his 
regret. 

The  tower  at  the  coal  chutes  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railway  at  Rutland,  Ill.,  was  totally  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  a  few  days  ago,  the  loss  being 
estimated  at  about  $10,000.  Through  the  hard 
work  of  the  miners  the  fire  was  confined  to  the 
ground  workings,  and  the  shaft  was  uninjured. 

Walter  A.  Evans,  formerly  managing  engineer 
and  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Consolidated 
Indiana  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  with  the  Kentucky  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio,  as  general  superintendent.  Mr.  ]^ans 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Lehigh  University  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

The  Old  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Mt.  Pulaski,  Ill., 
has  decided  to  make  the  necessary  repairs  to  the 
mine  at  that  town,  and  continue  its  operation. 
The  company  at  first  thought  it  advisable  to 
offer  the  mine  for  sale,  but  on  investigation 
found  that  it  could  still  be  made  a  paying 
-  proposition. 

Morton  Otis,  general  sales  agent  for  the  Ziegler 
Coal  Co.,  48  Van  Buren  street,  Chicago,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  his  trip  to  Ziegler,  Ill.,  and  reports 
that  the  fire  was  under  control  twenty-four  hours 
after  it  started.  The  operation  was  shut  dovyn 
for  a  few  days,  but  is  now  running  up  to  its 
usual  capacity. 


C.  1.  Pierce,  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Big 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  with  mines  at  St.  David,  III, 
sailed  from  New  York  last  week  on  the  Lucania. 
The  trip  is  being  made  for  the  improvement  of 
his  health,  which  has  not  been  of  the  best  re¬ 
cently,  and  for  which  a  rest  and  an  ocean  voyage 
has  been  prescribed. 

Dearborn  Street  was  talking  about  a  new  dock 
company  which  was  to  take  over  the  old  Austin 
property  at  Milwaukee  and  the  Clarkson  dock 
at  Ashland.  Nothing  definite  can  be  learned 
about  the  deal,  and  interested  parties  claim  there 
is  nothing  to  it.  Some  wild-eyed  promoter  is 
probably  responsible  for  the  rumor. 

The  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  has 
moved  its  general  offices  from  the  Plankinton 
Block  to  larger  and  more  commodious  offices  at 
their  new  dock.  As  this  company  is  engaged  in 
the  shipping  business  almost  entirely,  it  is  not 
anticipated  that  the  move  will  affect  their  trade 
relations,  but  will  put  them  in  closer  touch  and 
supervision  of  their  dock  operations. 

Coal  receipts  at  the  port  of  Superior  still 
keep  up  their  fast  pace.  The  record  for  one  day’s 
receipts  has  been  broken  several  times  of  late. 
On  September  twenty-fourth  over  sixty  thousand 
tons  were  entered  at  the  customs  office,  and  this 
comes  within  five  hundred  tons  of  the  new  record 
established  the  previous  week.  The  coal  was 
brought  forward  by  ten  vessels,  which  would 
make  an  average  cargo  of  six  thousand  tons 
each. 

L.  W.  Ferguson,  who  has  been  manager  of  the 
Chicago  office  of  the  Davis  Colliery  Co.  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  resigned  his  position  on  October  first 
to  accept  the  management  of  a  retail  concern 
of  the  Ogden  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  offices  in 
the  Plymouth  Building,  Chicago.  A.  W.  Kelly, 
of  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  is  the  new  manager  of  the 
Davis  Colliery  Co.  He  has  been  connected  with 
the  Chicago  office  since  the  first  of  the  year,  so 
he  is  not  a  stranger  to  his  new  duties. 

S.  E.  Stohr,  who  for  the  last  year  has  been 
assistant  general  freight  agent  of  the  Chicago  & 
Alton,  with  headnuarters  in  Chicago,  has  accepted 
the  position  of  assistant  general  freight  agent  of 
the  Wisconsin  Central,  with  headquarters  in  Mil¬ 
waukee.  Owing  to  the  ill  health  of  Burton  John¬ 
son,  general  freight  agent  of  the  Wisconsin  Cen¬ 
tral,  Mr.  Stohr’s  new  position  will  be  important. 
He  will  be  succeeded  with  the  Alton  by  William 
M.  Bushnell,  general  freight  agent  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Peoria  &  St.  Louis. 

Here’s  a  good  joke  that  will  be  appreciated  by 
the  newspaper  fraternity  if  not  by  the  coal  men. 
Our  yellow  covered  contemporary  Fuel  prints 
an  article  in  its  issue  of  October  second  on  the 
Short  Weight  Evil  by  R.  E.  Harris  and  states 
that  it  was  “Written  for  Fuel."  The  entire  ar¬ 
ticle  appeared  word  for  word  in  the  September 
twenty-ninth  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond  four 
days  previous  to  the  date  of  the  publication 
in  Fuel.  The  Chicago  Tribune  must  look  to  its 
colors  if  it  expects  to  remain  at  the  top  of  the 
list  in  the  “scooping”  game. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  said  to  be  con¬ 
sidering  the  transfer  of  some  of  the  high  offi¬ 
cials  of  its  western  lines  from  Pittsburg  to  Chi¬ 
cago.  Joseph  Wood,  second  vice-president,  in 
charge  of  traffic;  D.  T.  McCabe,  freight  traffic 
manager;  and  E.  A.  Ford,  passenger  traffic  man¬ 
ager,  with  their  staffs,  it  is  reported,  may  be 
removed  here,  and  Chicago  may  also  be  made 
the  operating  headquarters  for  the  western  lines. 
The  enormous  growth  of  traffic  out  of  Chicago 
has  caused  the  Pennsylvania  to  consider  this  step. 
Owing  to  the  bulky  character  of  the  greater  part 
of  the  freight  shipped  from  Pittsburg,  its  traffic 
in  tons  for  years  has  been  greater  than  that  of 


any  other  city.  While  no  complete  stati-itics  re¬ 
garding  Chicago’s  traffic  ever  have  been  com¬ 
piled,  it  has  increased  until  it  is  believed  now 
by  board  of  trade  and  commercial  association 
officials  to  exceed  Pittsburg’s  in  tons,  and  to  far 
exceed  it  in  value;  and  it  has  therefore  become 
the  most  important  shipping  iioint  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  lines  west  have.  Chicago  shipping  interests 
would  welcome  the  proposed  change.  There  has 
been  complaint  that  the  Pennsylvania’s  failure  to 
station  any  of  its  higher  traffic  officials  here  con¬ 
stantly  causes  trouble.  The  Pennsylvania  and 
the  New  York  Central  lines  dominate  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Freight  Association.  Chicago  shippers  say 
that  when  any  matter  .affecting  their  interests  is 
taken  up  with  this  association  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  ever  to  get  it  settled  because  the  organi¬ 
zation  will  take  no  action  in  which  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  does  not  concur,  and  there  is  always  much 
delay  in  getting  it  authoritatively  represented  at 
a  meeting. 

The  coal  blockade  at  Terre  Haute  has  been  re¬ 
lieved  considerably,  and  no  further  delay  of  any 
importance  is  expected  in  getting  Indiana  coal  to 
market.  A  new  routing,  or  rather  a  return  to 
an  old  routing,  furnished  the  key  to  the  situation. 
Part  of  the  coal  originating  on  the  Southern  In¬ 
diana— -from  twenty-five  to  thirty  cars  a  day — is 
to  be  diverted  from  the  Terre  Haute  route  over 
to  Westport,  Decatur  country,  and  there  taken  up 
to  the  gas  belt  towns,  direct  by  the  Michigan 
divi.sion  of  the  Big  Four.  By  this  route  two  con¬ 
gested  points  were  avoided — Terre  Haute  and 
Indianapolis — and  the  coal  can  be  taken  direct 
into  the  gas  belt  towns.  The  Southern  has 
agreed,  also,  to  take  “empties”  in  bunches  of  less 
than  seventy  down  into  the  coal  fields.  This  the 
Southern  has  refused  to  do  for  some  time. 
About  three  weeks  ago,  complaints  were  made 
to  the  Indiana  Railroad  Commission  that  coal 
cars  from  the  Southern  Indiana  and  E.  &  T.  H. 
railroads  for  Indianapolis  and  gas  belt  destina¬ 
tions  were  being  stopped  at  Terre  Haute.  Com¬ 
plaints  came  from  the  operators  on  the  one 
hand  that  their  properties  would  be  ruined  and 
their  abandonment  necessary  unless  the  situation 
were  relieved,  and  from  the  industries,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  their  factories  might  be  stopped 
unless  coal  under  contract  for  constant  shipment 
to  them  could  be  moved.  The  commission  took 
this  matter  up  and  as  a  result  of  its  initial  in¬ 
vestigation  it  found  that  the  Big  Four  and  South¬ 
ern  Indiana  companies  were  involved  in  a  con¬ 
troversy  about  the  interchange  of  business  at 
Terre  Haute.  The  commission  required  these 
companies  to  proceed  to  interchange  business  at 
once  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  and  this  was 
done,  and  the  controversy  between  the  two  com¬ 
panies  submitted  to  the  commission — the  South¬ 
ern  Indiana  agreeing  not  to  appeal  to  the  courts 
if  the  case  were  decided  against  them  by  tlie 
commission.  The  commission  did  decide  in  favor 
of  the  Big  Four,  but  absolved  the  Southern  In¬ 
diana  of  its  agreement  not  to  have  the  courts 
review  its  decision.  But  the  embargo  was  not 
lifted,  and  the  situation  became  critical.  1  he 
commission  held  a  session  of  investigation  at 
Terre  Haute  and  had  all  parties  interested  be¬ 
fore  it — the  coal  miners  and  representatives  of 
all  railroads  doing  l)usiness  at  Terre  Haute. 
Witnesses  were  examined  on  oath  and  light  fully 
thrown  on  all  the  conditions  as  they  existed. 
This  investigation  was  continued  to  Tuesday, 
September  twenty-first,  at  Indianapolis,  and  it 
became  apparent  that  unless  tlie  Southern  In¬ 
diana  would  open  the  route  between  .Wcstp-irt 
no  relief  could  be  hoped  for.  Thcreui)on  at  tlie 
request  of  the  commission.  Judge  W.  J  Wood, 
a  member,  went  to  Chicago  and  after  full  confer¬ 
ence  with  J.  R.  Walsli,  president  of  tlie  Soutli- 
eni  Indiana  Railroad  Co.,  Mr.  Wffilsh  agreed  to 
open  up  the  Westport  route,  t.aking  care  of  a 
large  tonnage  in  this  way. 
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The  full  text  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act  with  the 
The  New  Freight  Hepburn  amendment  has  been  published  in  the  last 
Rate  Law.  three  numbers  of  The  Black  Diamond.  It  is  the 
general  opinion  that  even  the  “lawyers”  do  not  know 
what  it  means.  It  has  been  wonderfully  made.  It  may  be  remembered 
when  Jack  Cade  proposed  to  reform  England,  he  first  suggested  that  the 
lawyers  be  killed.  The  lawyer  owes  a  great  responsibility  to  civic  liberty. 
He  has  an  opportunity  to  do  the  nation  good.  This  sentence  may  be  read 
either  way.  Just  what  effect  the  legal  technicalities  woven  into  the  new  rate 
law  will  have  on  the  progress  of  the  country  remains  to  be  demonstrated. 
This  is  a  case  where  the  lawyer  had  to  serve  two  masters  and  one  does  not 
pay  any  fees.  We  look  back  at  the  early  history  of  our  government  with  much 
pride.  The  lawyers  of  old  erected  the  pillars  of  the  young  republic,  and 
laid  well  the  foundation  upon  which  the  superstructure  of  the  states  rests 
today.  But  with  the  coming  of  all  our  commercial  supremacy  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession  like  others  has  been  affected.  As  we  have  chemists  studying  how 
to  adulterate  our  foods  so  that  the  manufacturers  may  get  an  unjust  profit 
from  consumers,  in  like  manner  we  find  some  of  the  brightest  legal  minds 
today  employed  by  the  great  corporations,  the  artificial  business  barons,  who 
defy  law  and  are  inimical  to  the  public  good. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  the  Hepburn  amendment  will  cause  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  tariffs.  This  generalization  seems  to  follow  from  the  fact  that 
the  stocks  of  railroads  have  been  increasing  since  the  law  went  into  effect. 
The  Union  Pacific  has  increased  its  dividend  from  six  per  cent  to  ten  per 
cent ;  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  made  an  advance  of  one  per  cent,  and  it  is 
reported  in  financial  circles  that  there  will  be  an  advance  in  other  stocks. 
The  shippers  of  the  country  pay  the  railroads  over  fourteen  hundred  million 
dollars  annually  for  the  transportation  of  freight.  This  is  five  times  the 
capital  and  surplus  of  all  the  national  hanks  in  the  United  States.  About 
twenty  per  cent  of  this  amount  of  freight  is  coal.  Have  you  any  reason  to 


get  interested?  The  new  rate  law  will  no  doubt  advance  the  freight  charges 
on  coal.  Some  roads  have  filed  a  lower  schedule,  but  considering  everjthing 
it  may  without  doubt  be  asserted  that  transportation  will  form  a  larger  per¬ 
centage  of  the  cost  of  coal  in  the  future  than  in  the  past.  The  government 
has  its  potency  in  the  laws  made  by  the  masses.  When  the  laws  are  not 
enforced  anarchy  reigns.  Whenever  any  portion  of  the  law  becomes  dead 
the  government  is  weakened.  The  new  rate  law  has  a  good  many  excellent 
features  but  they  will  avail  the  shippers  nothing  unless  the  law  is  enforced. 
In  the  past  the  small  shipper  has  not  been  in  a  position  to  fight  a  large 
railroad  corporation,  but  with  the  powers  invested  in  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  he  has  a  reasonable  assurance  of  receiving  just  treatment. 

The  most  valuable  provision  of  the  new  law  is  probably  found  in  Sec¬ 
tion  15.  This  empowers  the  commission  to  determine  through  routes  and 
joint  rates;  to  fix  the  lowest  rate  which  must  not  be  exceeded;  to  determine 
reasonable  regulations  controlling  the  shipping  of  freight;  to  require  the 
railroads  to  live  up  to  the  provisions  of  the  law ;  to  determine  the  lawful 
rates  in  case  carriers  can  not  agree;  and  to  control  the  time  when  its  orders 
shall  take  effect.  The  section  also  requires  the  carriers  to  follow  the 
regulations  determined  by  the  commission ;  to  live  up  to  the  orders  of  the 
commission  and  to  observe  the  maximum  rates  which  may  be  charged.  In 
case  of  a  violation  of  these  specifications  the  law  provides  that  the  orders  of 
the  commission  become  self  executing — a  penalty  of  $5,000  for  each  offense 
each  day  the  offense  is  repeated.  This  fine  is  to  be  recovered  by  the  district 
attorney,  acting  through  the  attorney-general.  An  injunction  or  mandamus 
may  also  be  served  by  the  commission  to  compel  the  offender  to  obey  the 
law. 

It  is  generally  conceded  that  one  of  the  character- 
The  Car  Supply  istics  which  differentiate  civilized  man  from  the  savage 
Problem.  his  ability  to  prepare  for  the  demands  of  the  future. 

This  is  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of  progress.  It 
is  the  origin  of  the  division  of  labor,  making  our  complex  civilization  possi¬ 
ble.  Does  this  principle  apply  to  the  coal  industry?  Every  year  there  is 
the  same  old  trouble  of  securing  sufficient  cars  to  meet  the  demands  of  fall 
business.  It  is  generally  known  that  agricultural  products  take  precedence 
over  coal  when  both  are  offered  for  transportation.  The  railroads,  of  course, 
will  not  go  to  the  expense  of  placing  a  large  number  of  cars  in  service  to 
be  used  only  a  few  months  of  the  year.  As  it  is  known  that  there  will  be  the 
usual  demand  for  coal  every  winter  the  transportation  companies  hold  that 
coal  should  be  shipped  during  the  summer  months  when  there  are  plenty 
of  cars.  The  wise  dealer  orders  his  coal  early  in  the  season  when  he  can 
get  it  promptly  at  a  much  less  price  than  during  the  fall  rush,  when  the 
excessive  demand  always  advances  the  price.  The  dealer  who  can  not  see 
over  the  top  of  his  desk  becomes  the  victim  of  circumstances.  He  waits 
till  the  last  minute.  The  majority,  however,  are  with  him.  Then  there 

is  an  avalanche  of  orders,  a  coal  famine  and  an  advance  in  prices.  The 

w'ise  dealer  who  has  a  large  supply  of  coal  has  therefore  a  good  chance  to 
secure  the  continued  patronage  of  his  competitor’s  customers.  As  soon  as 
the  first  cold  snap  comes  it  is  predicted  that  the  car  shortage  will  make  it 
almost  impossible  for  dealers  to  secure  coal  enough  to  supply  immediate 
demands.  It  is  therefore  up  to  you,  Mr.  Coal  Dealer,  to  order  your  coal 
at  once.  In  the  west  and  north  operators  are  experiencing  serious  disap¬ 
pointments  on  account  of  the  great  shortage  of  sufficient  cars  to  meet 

present  demands.  Some  companies  have '  notified  their  representatives  to 
take  no  more  orders,  and  others  give  no  assurance  as  to  date  of  deliveries. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the 
attitude  of  railroad  freight  traffic  managers  in  trying  to  relieve  car  shortage 
conditions  and  causes.  It  should  be  remembered  that  it  was  only  two  years 
ago  that  a  certain  railroad  official  ridiculed  the  idea  of  supervision.  The 
general  freight  agent  of  a  southern  road  which  has  just  been  ordered  by 
the  commission  to  accept  “empties”  from  the  Big  Four  in  smaller  lots  than 
it  had  been  doing  asserted  that  it  was  none  of  the  public’s  business  how 
the  railroads  arranged  their  interchange  of  coal  traffic.  He  snapped  his 
fingers  at  the  suggestion  that  a  railroad  commission  might  be  created. 
Such  talk  confuses  one’s  mind.  It  creates  a  mental  aberration  during 
which  we  feel  that  we  are  living  in  the  land  of  railroad  ownership  of  the 
government.  It  is  a  pleasure,  however,  to  know  that  in  general  the  railroads 
are  doing  all  they  can  to  relieve  the  situation.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
has  inaugurated  a  new  schedule  of  car  allotment  which  promises  to 
assure  shippers  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  at  all  the  mines.  A  constantly 
increasing  number  of  other  railroads  are  promulgating  special  orders, 
restricting  the  use  of  their  cars  to  their  own  lines  in  the  hope  that  a  prompter 
car  service  may  be  attained.  These  are  all  encouraging  signs.  If  the  railroads 
will  take  up  the  matter  in  earnest,  provide  more  adequate  equipment  and  put 
an  end  to  the  enormous  waste  of  time  consumed  by  faulty  and  careless 
methods  of  dispatch,  it  is  believed  that  the  problem  may  be  rationally  and 
successfully  solved  for  the  highest  good  of  all  concerned. 
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The  '‘Short  Weight”  Question. 

By  Eugene  McJluliffe,  Fuel  .Agent  St.  Louis  ^  San  Francisco  Railroad. 


The  question  of  “Short  Weights’’  is  one  that 
is  exercising  the  coal  trade  a  great  deal  of  late 
if  the  printed  proceedings  of  association  meet¬ 
ings  quote  the  retailer  correctly.  Handling  the 
purchase  of  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  of 
coal  annually,  the  matter  of  obtaining  proper 
weights  at  mines  as  well  as  at  destination  is  one 
that  has  in  the  past  called  for  some  considera¬ 
tion  on  my  part. 

That  there  is  a  serious  shrinkage  of  weight 
in  bituminous  coal  between  mines  and  destina¬ 
tion  no  one  doubts,  but  the  average  purchaser 
seems  to  labor  under  the  impression  that  the 
carrier  is  wholly  responsible  for  all  shortage ;  a 
careful  analysis  of  the  causes  that  lead  to  this 
shortage  suggesting  conditions  that  the  carrier 
is  not  wholly  responsible  for.  I  have  yet  to  see 
in  print  a  careful  exposition  of  the  various 
causes  that  occasion  shortage  in  weight  at  dp- 
tination,  and  beg  to  present  a  few  of  such  which 
investigation  on  the  part  of  any  one  interested 
will  develop.  .  ,  • 

First.  Evaporation  of  water  carried  in  the 
coal  when  freshly  mined  and  in  excess  of  that 
quantity  that  remains  after  exposure  to  air. 
Freshly  mined  coal  carries  sufficient  excess 
moisture  to  cause  a  shrinkage  of  from  two  hun¬ 
dred  to  twelve  hundred  pounds  on  an  average 
car  load  of  seventy  thousand  pounds.  The 
original  weight  is  a  correct  one,  the  coal  operator 
pays  the  miner  for  mining  it,  pays  the  full  rate 
for  handling  from  face  of  room  to  railroad  car, 
but  the  above  amount  takes  wings  inside  of 
twenty-four  hours  with  average  weather  con¬ 
ditions,  and  the  carrier  is  not  to  blame.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  loses  this  amount  on  all  the  coal 
he  buys  for  his  own  use.  The  operator  does 
not  gain  by  this  shrinkage,  all  his  figures  based 
on  top  weights.  This  loss  will  occur  when  coal 
is  loaded  in  closed  cars  and  sealed,  and  can 
only  be  avoided  by  the  use  of  hermetically  sealed 
cars,  and  then  the  coal  would  shrink  before  it 
reached  the  furnace  door.  I  have  demonstrated 
this  loss  by  weighing  hundreds  of  cars,  groups 
of  cars  weighed  as  often  as  five  times  on  five 
different  scales. 


Second.  Variation  in  scales.  A  dealer  that 
finds  a  car  that  overweighs  never  kicks;  if  he 
considers  the  question  at  all  he  dismisses  it  by 
mentally  deciding  that  the  extra  weight  was 
coming  to  him,  or  else  he  decides  that  his  driver 
kept  a  poor  tally.  That  cars  do  oyerweigh  at 
times  has  been  proven  to  my  satisfaction  by 
check  weighing,  the  variation  shown  between 
two  pairs  of  first-class  one  hundred  ton  track 
scales  newly  tested  and  in  good  repair  often  ex¬ 
ceeding  a  ton.  If  dealers  credited  their  over 
weights  to  their  under  weights  the  average  would 
not  show  up  so  bad. 

Third.  Theft.  During  the  winter  season  par¬ 
ticularly  all  coal  loaded  in  open  cars  is  subject 
to  continuous  pilfering.  This  commences  at  the 
mines  when  the  car  is  dropped  from  beneath  the 
tipple,  families  of  miners  and  others  levying 
tribute  until  the  car  gets  under  way,  every  stop 
made  by  coal  trains  offering  fresh  opportunity 
for  spoilation,  and  all  coal  men  know  how  hard 
it  is  to  secure  conviction  of  coal  thieves  who 
are  usually  so  poor  as  to  excite  the  sympathy 
of  the  police  and  petty  courts,  who  see  a  poor 
child  or  w'oman,  perhaps  suffering,  on  one  side, 
with  a  railroad  corporation  on  the  other,  the 
fact  that  the  particular  car  they  are  taking  coal 
from  is  the  property  of  an  individual  never 
entering  their  minds.  Corporate  property  is  al¬ 
ways  less  sacred  than  private  property  in  the 
United  States.  This  class  of  theft  is  not  always 
confined  to  the  destitute.  A  drag  net  put  out 
two  years  ago  at  my  request  brought  m  a 
preacher  and  twelve  lay  brothers  and  sisters,  all 
in  one  haul.  When  people  learn  to  respect  the 
fact  that  railroad  yards  and  right-of-way  are 
as  much  the  property  of  the  railroad  as  is  a  man’s 
back  yard  his  private  property,  losses  by  theft 
will  materially  decrease.  The  fact  that  losses 
occur  at  destination  and  after  load  is  in  custody 
of  dealer  should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

The  above  represents  some  of  the  causes  for 
short  weight  beyond  the  control  of  the  carrier 
or  the  producer,  although  both  parties  are 
morally  bound  to  exert  themselves  to  keep  them 
down  to  the  minimum. 


In  addition,  losses  occur  by  reason  of  coal 
falling  off  of  cars  not  evenly  foaded  or  carefully 
trimmed,  by  rough  hajidling,  by  loading  on  top 
of  ice  and  snow,  the  stencilled  tare  taken  in 
computing  weight,  errors  in  stencilled  tare  due 
to  wooden  cars  taking  up  a  great  deal  of  mois¬ 
ture  in  time  of  heavy  rainfall,  etc. 

The  ideal  condition  as  regards  maintaining 
weights  would  be  secured  by  loading  coal  hi 
box  cars,  maintaining  a  seal  record  to  destina¬ 
tion,  the  shrinkage  then  limited  to  the  cause 
first  mentioned,  evaporation,  the  loss  due  to 
purchase  of  slate  and  other  impurities  ordinarily 
removed  by  car  trimmers  and  pickers,  probably 
offsetting  this  gain  in  weight.  In  my  ophiion 
the  practical  remedy  lies  in  the  observance  of  the 
following  arrangements :  Railroad  companies 
to  scale  cars  for  correct  tare  every  six  months, 
or  oftener  if  repairs  are  made  to  car ,  the  coal 
companies  to  see  that  all  foreign  matter,  such  as 
bedding,  sand,  cinders,  snow,  ice.  etc.,  is  removed 
from  car  before  loading;  billing  and  invoicing 
cars  on  basis  of  weights  made  on  scales  located 
some  distance  from  mine  tipples,  as  for  example, 
in  gathering  yards,  in  mine  districts,  giving  the 
coal  a  chance  to  lose  at  least  part  of  its  surplus 
moisture,  thereby  dividing  the  loss,  all  cars  to 
be  stopped  on  scales  and  cut  off  at  both  ends. 
Retailers  and  consumers  who  have  local  political 
influence  to  join  hands  with  the  carrier,  securing 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  coal  thieves  and 
trespassers,  forcing  all  who  burn  coal  to  go  to  the 
coal  yards  for  their  supply,  the  dealer  gaining  at 
both  ends. 

These  details,  if  worked  out  in  connection  with 
the  frequent  and  careful  inspection  and  repair 
of  track  and  team  scales,  would  reduce  shrink¬ 
age  to  the  minimum,  or  at  least  to  that  point 
where  it  would  be  possible  to  absorb  it  without 
serious  loss.  Carriers  because  of  their  being 
in  many  cases  the  largest  individual  buyers  of 
coal  are  the  heaviest  losers  by  short  weights,  and 
it  is  unreasonable  to  charge  them  with  the  entire 
responsibility  for  such  losses. 


Interstate  Commerce  Commission  Makes  Investigation 


The  Union  Pacific  Case. 

Commissioner  Prouty,  under  the  Tilman-Gilles- 
pie  senate  resolution,  is  ascertaining  whether  or 
not  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co.  is  responsible 
for  the  existence  of  a  coal  monopoly  in  the 
northwestern  states.  The  investigations  have 
taken  place  in  Omaha  and  Salt  Lake  City  and 
will  be  continued.  J.  W.  March  appears  as  at¬ 
torney  for  the  commission,  while  John  N.  Bald¬ 
win  represents  the  Union  Pacific  _  and  E.  E. 
Thomas,  of  Omaha,  acts  for  the  Sioux  City  & 
Rock  Springs  Coal  Co.  rr  •  i 

The  admission  by  the  Union  Pacific  officials 
and  employes  that  the  railroad  employed  fraud¬ 
ulent  methods  in  obtaining  title  to  extensive 
tracts  of  coal  lands  in  Wyoming  caused  some¬ 
thing  of  a  sensation. 

D.  O.  Clark,  superintendent  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Coal  Co.,  admitted  that  a  portion  of  six 
sections  of  coal  land  had  been  secured  by  the 
railroad  with  soldiers’  scrip  at  $2.50  an  acre  as 
soldiers’  homesteads. 

Attorney  John  N.  Balwin  for  the  Union  Pa¬ 
cific  objected  to  going  into  the  details  of  how 
the  land  had  been  acquired.  But  Commissioner 
Prouty  interrupted. 

“This,  I  take  it,”  he  said,  “is  no  slight  matter. 
Six  sections  of  coal  land  may  hardly  be  termed 
a  slight  matter.” 

J.  T.  Marchand,  attorney  for  the  government, 
also  took  a  hand. 

“We  propose,”  he  declared,  “to  show  that  the 
Union  Pacific  Coal  Co.  secured  title  to  its  hold¬ 
ings  through  fraud  and  by  means  of  entering 
into  a  conspiracy.  We  expect  to  show  that  hire¬ 
lings  were  sent  out  there  into  Wyoming  from 


Denver  to  take  up  those  coal  lands  for  the  corri- 
pany,  despite  the  fact  that  each  entryman  is 
obliged  to  make  oath  that  he  is  taking  the  land 
for  himself  and  his  own  benefit  and  riot  for  any 
other  individual,  company  or  corporation.” 

Attorney  Baldwin  was  back  at  him  the  next 
instant,  declaring  that  if  the  hearing  was  in  a 
court  of  justice  he  would  make  Mr.  Marchand 
answer  for  the  criminal  suggestions  he  was 
making  against  the  company. 

The  manner  in  which  the  company  got  nd 
of  competitors  and  acquired  extensive  coal  lands 
without  deeds  being  recorded  or  the  real  owners 
made  known  came  out  in  detail. 

One  of  the  important  witnesses  was  G.  W. 
McGeath,  president  of  the  Sheridan  Coal  Co., 
but  who  was  general  manager  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Coal  Co.  from  1890  to  1895.  He  estified 
that  at  that  time  the  Union  Pacific  controlled 
the  coal  mines  at  Hanna. 

In  order  to  put  a  stop  to  the  independent  com¬ 
panies’  operations  in  the  Rock  Springs  district, 
a  differential  rate  of  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents 
per  ton  was  extracted  for  the  hauling  of  coal 
from  the  Rock  Springs  mines  and  in  favor  of  the 
Hanna  coal. 

While  the  price  of  the  independents’  coal  rate 
was  thus  raised,  the  Union  Pacific  lowered  the 
price  of  its  coal,  which  ultimately  put  a  stop  to 
all  shipments  by  the  independent  companies  at 
Rock  Springs  and  caused  the  properties  there  to 
change  hands. 

Could  Not  Get  Trackage. 

Randall  W.  Brown,  manager  of  the  Coal  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  of  Omaha,  had  equally  as  interesting 


testimony  to  offer  as  to  the  methods  employed 
by  the  Union  Pacific  to  prevent  the  development 
of  his  company’s  mine  at  Hanna. 

Mr.  Brown  said  that  he  had  acquired  the 
Wyoming  mine  eight  years  ago.  but  Ipd  never 
succeeded  in  getting  transportation  facilities  from 
the  Union  Pacific. 

In  1905  he  applied  to  General  Manager  Mohler 
and  was  assured  that  the  railroad  would  give 
him  trackage.  Later  he  was  referred  to  General 
Manager  Clark,  of  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co. 

Mr.  Brown  offered  to  build  the  spur  of  track 
he  needed  entirely  at  his  own  expense  if  the 
company  would  furnish  the  cars  and  haul  the 
coal  away,  but  as  yet  nothing  has  been  done, 
and  he  has  been  unable  to  market  his  coal. 

He  stated  that  the  product  of  his  mines  is 
the  same  as  that  from  the  Union  Pacific  mines, 
and  that  there  is  a  good  demand  for  the  coal,  if 
he  could  only  get  it  to  market. 

Mr.  Brown  also  stated  that  the  Union  Pacific 
Coal  Co.  refuses  to  sell  its  product  in  Omaha, 
South  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs,  except  in  ten- 
car  lots  at  $.1.75  a  ton.  At  other  points  out  in 
the  state  and  elsewhere  it  charges  $4  to  $4.50. 

Mr.  Clark  testified  that  he  is  vice-president  of 
the  Superior  Coal  Co.,  of  Wyoming,  as  well  as 
manager  of  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co. 

Deeds  Not  on  File. 

Mr.  Clark  said  he  had  bought  six  sections  of 
coal  lands  from  different  people  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sweetwater  county,  Wyoming,  and  had  also 
filed  on  one  claim  independently  for  himself. 
This  claim  he  later  sold  to  the  Superior  Co. 
for  $1,200.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  six  sec- 
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tions  were  purcliased  for  the  Superior  Co., 
Mr.  Clark  stated  that  it  was  the  Union  Pacific 
Coal  Co.  which  advanced  the  money  to  take  up 
and  |)rove  the  claims. 

'I'he  deeds  for  the  tracts  were  never  placed 
on  file,  and  so  far  as  the  state  records  show 
the  lands  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  no\- 
crnment. 

lie  denied  that  he  considered  the  holdings  of 
the  Superior  Co.  as  an  asset  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Coal  Co., 

He  said  he  presumed  the  Union  Pacific  had 
been  reimbursed  for  the  money  it  expendetl  in 
acquiring  the  property  for  the  Superior  Co.,  or 
at  least  he  had  been  told  the  company  had. 

That  the  Union  Pacific  was  aided  in  its  al¬ 
leged  coal  land  fronds  by  government  officials 
and  that  its  agents  boasted  that  it  had  men  in 
the  United  States  senate  who  would  protect  all 
connected  with  the  alleged  steal  is  averred  in 
affidavits  on  file  in  Washington  which  promise  to 
develop  an  official  scandal. 

Charges  of  a  most  sensational  nature,  involv¬ 
ing  government  officials  and  even  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  Hitchcock  himself,  as  well  as  Union 
Pacific  agents,  are  made  by  Artemus  J.  Smith, 
who  is  the  instigator  of  the  investigation  of  the 
maimer  by  which  the  railroad  secured  thousands 
of  acres  of  coal  land  in  Wyoming  by  alleged 
fraudulent  entries. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  is  a  resident  of  Denver,  has 
filed  in  Washington  three  protests  to  the  entries 
on  the_  land  in  question,  the  documents  including 
affidavits  of  a  startling  character. 

One  of  those  affidavits  asserts  that  an  agent 
of  the  Union  Pacific  assured  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  fraudulent  declaratory  coal  statements  and 
relinquishments  that  he  could  not  get  into  trouble, 
“because  the  railroad  can  handle  the  people  who 
are  stirring  up  things  and  because  the  Union 
Pacific  controls  the  officials  at  Washington,  who 
are  under  obligations  to  the  railroad^’ 

Furthermore,  this  agent  is  alleged  to  have  in¬ 
formed  this  man  that  one  man,  who  handled  part 
of  the  land  deals  for  the  railroad,  had  a  brother 
in  the  senate  who  was  retained  to  protect  the 
interests  of  the  Union  Pacific. 

Three  sets  of  these  documents  have  been  stolen 
from  the  office  of  Mr.  Smith,  he  claims,  and  he 
places  the  responsibility  for  the  theft  on  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad.  But  he  has  extra  copies 
of  all  his  papers,  as  well  as  the  originals,  care¬ 
fully  cached  away,  so  that  he  has  no  fear  of 
losing  his  evidence,  no  matter  how  many  thefts 
occur. 

The  Truth  Coming  Out. 

Before  the  interstate  commerce  commission 
the  last  two  weeks  have  been  told  an  amazing 
story  of  how  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  has 
monopolized  _  the  coal  business  on  its  line.  Be¬ 
cause  of  this  monopoly,  independent  operators 
were  barred  from  the  coal  fields  and  the  price 
of  coal  held  up  to  a  high  figure.  Thus  has 
Sioux  City  and  the  whole  Missouri  valley  coun¬ 
try  been  prevented  from  having  coal  of  good 
quality  at  as  low  price  as  they  were  entitled  to 
obtain  it. 

For  a  good  many  reasons  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad  has  been  in  politics.  One  of  these 
reasons  is  that  it  doesn’t  want  its  coal  monopoly 
broken  up  or  disturbed.  As  one  of  its  political 
operations,  the  Union  Pacific  has  had  a  dominant 
part  in  Nebraska’s  politics  for  many  years. 

The  Tillman-Gillespie  Resolution. 

The  following  is  the  joint  resolution  instruct¬ 
ing  the  interstate  commerce  commission  to  make 
examinations  into  the  subject  of  railroad  dis¬ 
criminations  and  monopolies  in  coal  and  oil, 
and  report  on  the  same  from  time  to  time: 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  house  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled.  That  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  commission  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized 
and  instructed  immediately  to  inquire,  investi- 
gate,  and  report  to  congress,  or  to  the  President 
when  congress  is  not  in  session  from  time  to  time 
as  investigation  proceeds — 

First— Whether  any  common  carriers  by  rail¬ 
road,  subject  to  the  interstate  commerce  act,  or 
either  of  them,  own  or  have  any  interest  in,  by 
means  of  stock  ownership  in  other  corporations 
or  otherwise,  any  of  the  coal,  or  oil  which  they 
or  either  of  them,  directly  or  through  other 
companies  which  they  control  or  in  which  they 


have  an  interest,  carry  over  their  or  any  of  their 
lines  as  common  carriers,  or  in  any  manner  own, 
control,  or  have  any  interest  in  coal  lands  or 
properties  or  oil  lands  or  properties. 

Second — Whether  the  officers  or  any  of  the 
carrier  companies  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  or 
any  person  or  persons  charged  with  the  duty  of 
distributing  cars  or  furnishing  facilities  to  ship¬ 
pers  are  interested,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
by  means  of  stock  ownership  or  otherwise  in 
corporations  or  companies  owning,  operating, 
leasing  or  otherwise  interested  in  any  coal  mines, 
coal  properties,  or  coal  traffic,  oil,  oil  properties, 
or  oil  traffic  over  the  railroads  with  which  they 
or  any  of  them  are  connected  or  by  which  they 
or  any  of  them  are  employed. 

'1  bird — Whether  there  is  any  contract,  com¬ 
bination  in  the  form  of  trust,  or  otherwise,  or 
conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade  or  commerce 
among  the  several  states,  in  which  any  common 
carrier  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  coal  or 
oil  is  interested,  or  to  which  it  is  a  party;  and 
whether  any  such  common  carrier  monopolizes 
or  attempts  to  monopolize,  or  combines  or  con¬ 
spires  with  any  other  carrier,  company  or  com¬ 
panies,  person  or  persons  to  monopolize  any  part 
of  the  trade  or  commerce  in  coal  or  oil,  or 
traffic  therein  among  the  several  states  or  with 
foreign  nations,  and  whether  or  not,  and  if  so, 
to  what  extent,  such  carriers,  or  any  of  them, 
limit  or  control,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  out¬ 
put  of  coal  mines  or  the  price  of  coal  and  oil 
fields  or  the  price  of  oil. 


Must  Report  on  Facts. 


_  Fourth — If  the  interstate  commerce  commis¬ 
sion  shall  find  that  the  facts  or  any  of  them  set 
forth  in  the  three  paragraphs  above  do  exist, 
then  that  it  be  further  required  to  report  as  to 
the  effect  of  such  relationship,  ownership,  or  in¬ 
terest  in  coal  or  coal  properties  and  coal  traffic, 
or  oil,  oil  properties,  or  oil  traffic  aforesaid,  or 
such  contracts  or  combinations  in  form  of  trust 
or  otherwise,  or  conspiracy  or  such  monopoiy 
or  attempt  to  monopolize  or  combine  or  conspire 
as  aforesaid,  upon  such  person  or  persons  as  may 
be  engaged  independently  of  any  other  persons 
in  mining  coal  or  producing  oil  and  shipping  the 
same,  or  other  products,  who  may  desire  to  so  en¬ 
gage,  or  upon  the  general  public' as  consumers  of 
such  oil  or  coal. 

Fifth— That  said  commission  be  also  required 
to  investigate  and  report  the  system  of  car  supply 
and  distribution  in  effect  upon  the  several  railway 
lines  engaged  _  in  the  transportation  of  coal  or 
oil  as  aforesaid,  and  whether  said  systems  are 
fair  ^  and  equitable,  and  whether  the  same  are 
carried  out  fairly  and  properlv;  and  whether 
said  carriers,  or  any  of  them  discriminate  against 
shippers  or  parties  wishine'  to  become  shippers 
oyer  thejr  several  lines,  either  in  the  matter  of 
distribution  pf  cars  or  in  furnishing  facilities  or 
instrumentalities,  connected  with  receiving,  for¬ 
warding  or  carrying  coal  or  oil. 

Sixth — That  said  commission  be  also  required 
to  report  as  to  what  remedies  it  can  suggest  to 
cure  the  evils  above_  set  forth,  if  they  exist. 

Seventh — That  said  commission  be  also  re- 
ouired  to  renort  any  facts  or  conclusions  which 
it  may  think  pertinent  to  the  general  inqtiirv 
above  set  forth. 

Eighth — That  said  commission  be  required  to 
make  this  investigation  at  its  earliest  possible 
convenience  and  to  furnish  the  information  above 
required  from  time  to  time  and  as  soon  as  it  can 
be  done  consistent  with  the  performance  of  its 
public  duty. 

Approved,  March  seventh.  1906. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 


The  Shippey  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  Marion,  Ind. 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,- 
000  by  John  Henry  and  Frank  Shippey. 

The  Louisville  &  Atlantic  Coal  Co  has  beer 
gartered  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  by  Kuper  Hood 
Zumstein,  George  Harnisch,  T.  G 
O  Callaghan  and  C.  T.  Williams. 

The  Dean-Marshall  Coal  &  Ice  Co.  has  been 
incorporated,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $6,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  W. 
Bomgardner,  John  Dean  and  E.  W.  Marshall. 


The  Hudson  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in- 
Chicago,  Ill,,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $125,000,  of  which  $124,000  is  held  in  Indiana. 


George  R.  Anthony,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  is  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  company. 

The  New  State  Coal  &  Mercantile  Co.,  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are 
L.  M.  Wells,  J.  G.  Horner,  T.  T.  Crouch,  .A.  C. 
McDull  and  D.  H.  McDowell. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Heaver  Dam  Gas  Light  &  Fuel  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The 
incorporators  are  W.  H.  Lindwurm  Jr.,  H.  W. 
Lindwurm  and  Albert  J.  Hoffman. 

The  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  by  M.  H.  Taylor,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  P.  S.  Elwell,  secretary.  The  capital 
•Stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000,  of  which  $2,500 
is  represented  by  business  and  property  in  Wis¬ 
consin. 

The  Yankee  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  to 
do  a  general  coal  mining  business  in  Colfax 
county.  New  Mexico.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $5,000,000,  and  the  incorporators  are 
F.  E.  Jennison,  W.  H.  Thilchcner  and  J.  G. 
Northeutt. 

The  Elm  Grove  Coal  Co.,  Phoenix,  Ariz.,  has 
been  incorporated  to  do  a  general  coal  and  mining 
business  at  that  city  and  Dahlgren,  Ill.  The  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  the  company  is  $3,000,000,  and  the 
incorporators  are  Samuel  N.  Hollowell  and  Theo¬ 
dore  Wal  lister. 

The  Schroeder  &  Scheknecht  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  has  been  incorporated  to  conduct  a  gen¬ 
eral  coal  and  building  material  business.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $2,500  and  the 
incorporators  are  H.  J.  Schroeder,  Christ  Schek¬ 
necht  and  J.  S.  Lecher. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Brazil  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  been 
dissolved. 

The  coal  business  of  Brignall  Bros.,  Chicago, 
Ill.,  has  been  dissolved. 

The  Northwestern  Coal  Co.,  formerly  doing 
business  at  Chicago,  has  been  dissolved. 

William  Kelly,  treasurer  of  the  Coal  Team¬ 
ster’s  Union  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  was  arrested,  ac¬ 
cused  of  shooting  Joseph  Schultz,  but  later  re¬ 
leased  on  bonds. 

S.  S.  McDonald,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been 
appointed  receiver  for  the  Chicago  &  Hocking 
Coal  Co.,  of  that  city.  Mr.  McDonald  has  given 
bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties. 

A  report  from  Miller,  S.  D.,  states  that  the 
Crow  Creek  Indians,  in  camp  near  that  city, 
are  buying  coal  to  burn  in  their  tepees  this  win¬ 
ter,  many  of  them  being  supplied  with  small 
stoves. 

The  largest  and  best  equipped  stables  in  Cin- 
onnati,  Ohio,  have  just  been  erected  for  the 
Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  at  the 
foot  of  Smith  street.  The  stables  were  erected 
by  J.  C.  Dale. 

The  Union  Coal  Co.  and  the  Johannes  Coal 
Co  both  of  Helena,  Mont.,  have  been  merged 
and  m  the  future  will  be  conducted  as  the  Jo¬ 
hannes  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  in  the  Electric 
building,  on  Sixth  avenue. 

V.  W.  Green,  a  prominent  coal  operator  of 
Centerville,  Iowa,  is  taking  options  on  several 
tracts  of  coal  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Leon.  If 
coal  is  found  in  sufficient  quantitv  Mr.  Green 
states  that  a  mine  will  be  sunk  at  once. 

John  Rees,  coal  mine  operator  of  White  Sulphur 
Springs,  Mont.,  states  that  he  will  commence 
shipments  of  coal  from  his  new  mine  near  that 
town  in  the  near  future.  On  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  wood  a  heavy  winter’s  business  is  e.\- 
pected. 

A  coal  mine  is  to  be  sunk  on  the  Krome  farm, 
near  Collinsville,  Ill.,  where  a  party’  of  capitalists 
have  secured  1,125  acres  of  coal  land.  The 
work  of  sinking  is  expected  to  begin  this  month, 
the  Vandalia  railway  will  build  a  switch  to  the 
new  operation. 

The  Shepherd  interests  in  the  Consolidated 
Colfax  Mining  Co.,  Colfax,  Iowa,  the  second 
largest  coal  company  in  the  state,  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  Ryans,  of  Des  Moines,  and  the 
Seevers,  of  Oskaloosa.  The  consideration  paid 
is  not  made  public. 


No.  14] 


29 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Cleveland  Kokoals  will  have  a  koruskation  on 
October  twelfth.  S.  B.  Coolidge,  local  scout,  will 
have  charge  of  the  affair. 

Frank  Koehne,  central  Ohio  skout,  has  been 
granted  a  permit  and  will  hold  a  koruskation  at 
Dayton  on  October  twenty-fifth. 

A  koruskation  will  be  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
on  October  twenty-sixth.  C.  M.  Anderson  is 
skout  for  this  territory  and  he  promises  a  large 
class. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  southern  Ohio  skout,  will  hold 
a  koruskation  at  Cincinnati  the  last  week  in 
October.  The  date  has  not  been  set  definitely, 
but  it  is  expected  to  be  the  twenty-seventh. 

The  New  England  Kokoals  are  making  great 
preparations  for  the  first  fall  koruskation  which 
will  be  held  at  Boston  on  October  nineteenth. 
W.  D.  Leeds,  Massachusetts  skout,  states  that 
thirty  applications  are  already  on  file  and  he 
expects  a  class  of  about  sixty. 


The  Chicago  Koruskation. 


The  busy  season  for  the  Kokoals  as  well  as  the 
coal  trade  has  arrived  and  the  country 
end  to  the  other  resounds  with  the  calls  of  the 
scouts  in  the  various  localities  calling  the  faith¬ 
ful  to  a  koruskation.  The  first  koruskation 
of  the  season  was  held  in  Chicago  on  September 
twenty-seventh,  at  411  Masonic  Temple.  A  large 
crowd  was  in  attendance  and  the  intitiation  cer^e- 
monies  were  greatly  enjoyed.  Sixteen  candi¬ 
dates  were  initiated  and  the  honor  of  getting  the 
special  work  of  the  degree  team  was  accorded 
to  James  W.  Flanigan,  manager  for  the  Full- 
man  Fuel  Co.,  Plymouth  building  Chicago. 
James  is  a  willing  soul  and  he  took  the  work 
like  a  duck  takes  to  water.  The  following  can¬ 
didates  were  admitted  to  the  order  and  sixteen 
additional  boosters  are  now  spreading  the  gos¬ 
pel  of  a  square  deal.  . 

John  J.  Hayes,  303  Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

W.  H.  Scott,  sales  agent  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  138  Jackson  boulevard,  Chicago. 

Gregg  J.  Welch,  Shoal  Creek  Coal  Co.,  bisher 

building,  Chicago.  ^  r^i 

L.  S.  Bovee,  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Col¬ 
ony  building,  Chicago. 

S.  A.  Holcomb,  Holcomb  Brothers,  Sycamore, 


W.  A.  Martens,  Martens  Brothers,  Maywood, 

Tom  J.  Cochran,  Ender  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  277 
Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

J.  M.  Whitsett,  Monarch  Coal  Co.,  355  Dear¬ 
born  street,  Chicago.  , 

Charles  S.  Robb,  general  manager  Davis  Col¬ 
liery  Co.,  Elkins,  W.  Va. 

Charles  E.  Goodhue,  secretary  Garden  City 
Fuel  Co.,  107  North  Oakley  avenue,  Chicago 

James  W.  Flanigan,  manager  Pullman  Fuel 
Co.,  303  Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

Sam  H.  Goodall,  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  Carterville  District  Coal  Co.,  Marion,  In- 

J.  G.  Peironnett,  Peironnett-Conn  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago. 

John  C.  McMynn,  consulting  engineer  Robert 
W.  Hunt  &  Co.,  1121  Rookery,  Chicago. 

Hany  E.  Pinger,  salesman  Crescent  C.oal  & 
Mining  Co.,  303  Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

George  S.  Hillis,  salesman  Carterville  District 
Coal  Co.,  303  Fisher  building,  Chicago. 

After  the  initiation  Modoc  Tandy  called  for 
stories  to  amuse  the  assembled  brothers  until 
the  vaudeville  artists  made  their  appearance.  He 
started  the  ball  a  rolling  by  telling  one  himself. 
The  Modoc  used  to  run  a  country  newspaper 
down  in  Missouri  a  good  many  years  ago  and  the 
subscribers  did  not  pay  their  subscriptions  as 


promptly  as  was  necessary.  Editor  and  Pro¬ 
prietor  Tandy  was  not  feeling  any  too  good 
one  day  and  the  subject  of  delinquent  subscrip¬ 
tions  was  keeping  his  mind  pretty  well  occupied. 
When  it  came  to  making  up  the  paper  he  found 
he  had  an  inch  space  to  fill  in  the  editorial 
column  so  he  penned  the  following  paragraph 
and  inserted  it  at  the  top  of  the  editorial  column  : 

“Just  one  minute— the  astronomers  tell  us  that 
a  monster  comet  is  heading  for  the  earth  with 
the  speed  of  an  express  train.  Only  a  few  days 
remain  in  which  to  pay  your  subscription  to  the 
— we  don’t  want  to  trot  all  ov:er  h — 11  to 
find  you.”  It’s  too  bad  Tandy  deserted  the  field 
of  journalism.  His  talent  could  have  been  used 
to  good  advantage  on  some  of  the  coal  trade 
papers. 

Here  is  Charlie  Gilmore’s  donation ; 

Some  visitors  who  were  being  shown  over  a 
pauper  lunatic  asylum  inquired  of  their  guide 
what  method  was  employed  to  discover  when  the 
inmates  were  sufficiently  recovered  to  leave. 

“Well,”  replied  he,  “you  see,  it’s  this  way. 
We  have  a  big  trough  of  water,  and  we  turns  on 
the  tap.  We  leave  it  running,  and  tells  ’em  to 
bail  out  the  water  with  pails  until  they’ve  emptied 
the  trough.” 

“How  does  that  prove  it?”  asked  one  of  the 
visitors. 

“Well,”  said  the  guide,  “them  as  ain’t  idiots 
turns  off  the  tap.” 

Ray  Hammond’s  contribution  was  a  rare  treat 
for  the  Germans. 

Here  it  is:  A  couple  of  Irishmen  who  had 
recently  come  over  were  reading  the  papers 
industriously  and  looking  around  to  familiarize 
themselves  with  this  country.  On  ^roadway 
they  saw  a  couple  of  Germans  meet.  “Gut  mor¬ 
gen,”  said  one.  “Wie  gehts,”  said  the  other. 
“There’s  two  of  the  biggest  men  in  New  York,” 
whispered  Pat  to  Mike.  “Morgan  and  Gates.” 

After  the  story  telling  several  vaudeville  enter¬ 
tainers  amused  the  crowd.  A  new  Kokoal  with 
pugilistic  aspirations  also  amused  the  crowd  by 
failing  to  live  up  to  the  reputation  given  him 
by  his  enthusiastic  friends.  This  three  round 
boxing  bout  was  one  of  the  best  things  on  the 
bill  and  brings  to  mind  the  old  saying  that  a 
man  who  is  looking  for  trouble  always  finds  it 
if  he  is  persistent  in  his  search.  The  new 
Kokoal  was  persistent  if  not  scientific,  and  what 
happened  to  him  is  a  Kokoal  secret.  A  Dutch 
lunch  was  served  and  every  one  voted  the  korus¬ 
kation  an  unqualified  success. 

The  Koruskation  at  New  York. 

The  koruskation  held  in  New  York  city  on 
September  twenty-seventh  was  the  best  atUnded 
meeting  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  the  east.  Forty- 
seven  new  members  were  taken  into  the  order 
and  a  great  many  more  have  expressed  a  desire 
to  join  since  the  koruskation.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  at  five  o’clock  and  the  dinner 
served  at  eleven  minutes  past  seven.  John  W. 
Rockwell  filled  the  office  of  Modoc,  H.  A.  Baxter, 
Baronel;  Ralph  Neilson,  Baron;  A.  \V.  Hille- 
brand.  Baronet;  Fred  C.  Russell,  Mazun^r; 
Arthur  Terry,  Pictor;  W.  F.  Armstrong,  Ga- 
7,ook ;  Grant  Emmons,  Pit  Boss ;  Chas.  E.  Mc¬ 
Williams,  Spotta;  R.  A.  Lester,  Swatta;  Edward 
.A.  Ward,  Acolyte.  James  D.  Van  Pelt,  Skout  for 
New  York,  had  charge  of  the  preliminary  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  koruskation. 

Skout  Van  Pelt  delivered  the  greeting  and  an 
interesting  address,  “Reminiscences  of  the  Coal 
Trade,”  was  delivered  by  John  W.  Rockwell. 
Chas.  W.  Lester  gave  an  interesting  talk  on 
“The  History  of  the  Order  Kokoal,”  and  was 
followed  by  Oscar  H.  Chellbourg,  whose  topic 
was  “The  influence  on  the  modern  social  econ¬ 


omy  of  the  alleged  coal  trust.”  Mr.  W.  S.  Wolle, 
sales  agent  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.;  Mr.  Frank 
Powellson,  sales  agent  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre 
Coal  Co. ;  F.  A.  Crum  and  E.  J.  Skcele  also 
favored  the  diners  with  brief  impromptu  com¬ 
ments  and  stories. 

The  following  new  members  were  initiated  at 
the  meeting:  D.  E.  \’an  Wickle,  R.  J.  Noble, 
A.  Ziegler.  C.  L.  Briggs.  I.  .N.  lloughkirk.  1).  P. 
Stanton.  N.  L.  Haldt,  W.  B.  McQueen,  W. 
O’Connell.  E.  R.  Dunbar,  G.  F.  Leshcr,  R.  W. 
Griffith,  R.  F.  Corcoran,  F.  A.  Crum,  '1  heo. 
Haff,  L.  J.  Barrett,  T.  T.  Lawson,  D.  Broadhead, 
W.  F.  Ainsworth,  M.  1).  Price,  E.  B.  Frick, 
Arthur  Connors,  11.  A.  Freeman,  B.  Miller,  C. 
W.  White,  O.  R.  Erkline,  F.  Green,  D.  Mitchell, 
A.  M.  Brown,  A.  Connors,  C.  W.  Proctor,  D.  G. 
Thompson,  F.  Staendell,  G.  M.  Van  De  Water, 
W.  L.  Scott,  A.  J.  Fields,  E.  A.  Keeler  II.  B.  W. 
Haff,  1).  P.  Haff,  W.  C.  Ackley,  D.  A.  Hesser, 
b'ranklin  Moore,  Ed.  Bortlen,  G.  Mason  Janey, 
W.  S.  Rowland,  Dan.  Anthony,  D.  J.  Sargent. 

Notes  of  Interest. 

Considerable  trouble  is  reported  at  West 
Frankfort,  HI.,  between  non-union  Italian  labor¬ 
ers  and  American  union  miners.  Governor  De- 
necn  has  dispatched  Col.  R.  J.  Shand  to  investi¬ 
gate,  and  if  the  outbreak  is  serious  troops  will  be 
sent  to  restore  order. 

It  has  just  been  discovered  that  the  Chippewa 
river  at  Savastapool,  Wis.,  has  been  washing  out 
large  chunks  of  coal,  and  depositing  them  on  the 
sandbars  below.  The  find  has  caused  consider¬ 
able  excitement  as  it  is  thoueht  the  entire  town 
is  underlaid  with  coal. 

The  Diamond  Vale  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Van¬ 
couver,  B.  C.,  has  purchased  two  thousand  acres 
of  coal  land  in  the  Nicola  valley,  the  consid¬ 
eration  being  $100,000.  A  shaft  is  now  being 
sunk,  and  it  is  thought  that  coal  will  be  produced 
within  the  next  few  months. 

A  pile  of  coal  which  the  Union  Pacific  railway 
has  been  strong  at  Junction  City,  Kas.,  for  use 
on  the  Kansas  division  of  the  road,  was  recently 
discovered  to  be  on  fire.  The  pile  contains  over 
three  thousand  tons,  and  it  is  thought  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  it  will  be  destroyed. 

According  to  the  press  bulletin  of  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey,  the  output  of  coal  in 
North  Dakota  for  the  year  1905  amounted  to 
317,542  short  tons,  which  had  a  spot  value  of 
$424,778.  All  of  this  coal  was  a  brown  lignite, 
which  is  not  a  high  grade  fuel  for  heating  pur¬ 
poses. 

The  first  car  load  of  coal  to  be  shipped  out 
of  the  Bear  Creek  mining  district  of  Montana 
was  loaded  at  the  tipple  of  the  Bear  Creek 
Mining  Co.,  a  few  days  ago,  and  consigned  to 
Bridger.  It  is  expected  that  within  a  very 
short  time  a  large  force  of  men  will  be  em¬ 
ployed. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  three  drilling 
outfits  at  work  near  Madrid,  Iowa,  and  so  far 
several  good  veins  of  coal  have  been  struck. 
It  is  believed  that  the  vein  which  was  recently 
discovered  by  the  Scandia  Coal  Co.,  near  Scan- 
dia,  is  far  reaching,  and  for  this  reason  options 
are  being  rapidly  taken  up. 

A  number  of  the  large  coal  mining  companies  of 
eastern  Ohio  have  created  a  new  office  at  their 
mines,  which  is  an  innovation  in  the  mining 
business.  The  office  is  that  of  mine  inspector, 
and  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  man  so  employed 
to  look  after  the  condition  of  the  workings,  the 
same  as  a  state  mine  inspector. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

riie  Huntingdon  &  Broad  lop  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transporteii 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
eighth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date,  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1905: 

Broad 
Top. 

Week  cndiiiR  Sept.  29.  1006.. 

CorresnondinK  week,  1905.  .  .  .  l<»,C;il 

Total  tor  1900  . . 

Corresponding  period,  190.').  .  49 1 .7*17  .... 

Increase  m  tonnage  during  lUOO  to  date,  as  coni- 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year,  amounted 
to  181,281  tons. 


Cumber¬ 
land.  Total. 
24.037  41,803 

2.553  828, BU 

828.011  1.3BS.425 

710, .SOU  1.217.103 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

The  Testing  of  Coal* 


The  purchase  of  coal  under  specification  stipu¬ 
lating  its  composition,  and  the  analysis  of  the 
fuel  delivered  under  such  specification,  has  now 
become  an  important  feature  of  the  coal  business, 
and  while  the  practice  is  of  comparatively  recent 
origin  in  this  general  locality,  experience  has 
demonstrated  that  tliere  are  certain  features  of 
specifications  and  analytical  methods  which  may 
be  corrected  and  improved.  This  applies  par¬ 
ticularly  to  the  business  transactions  between  the 
dealer  who  sells  the  coal  and  the  purchaser  who 
Inirns  it.  Another  phase  of  the  problem  concerns 
the  work  being  done  at  the  coal  testing  plant 
of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey  at  St. 
Louis,  the  Illinois  Geological  Survey  and  the  En¬ 
gineering  Experiment  .Station  of  the  University 
of  Illinois.  The  work  of  these  institutions  may 
be  considered  as  that  of  research,  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  inspection  service. 

It  is  the  principal  object  of  this  paper  to  em¬ 
phasize  the  necessity  for  improving  the  practice 
governing  specifications  and  inspection,  and  also 
to  suggest  certain  lines  along  which  the  research 
work  should  proceed,  and  it  is  fuel  coal  from  the 
eastern  interior  coal  basin  that  is  more  particu¬ 
larly  considered. 

The  improvements  and  corrections  which  con¬ 
cern  terms  of  specifications,  and  the  inspection 
service,  require  that  determinations  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  be  abandoned ; — 

Moisture, 

Volatile  matter. 

Fixed  carbon. 

Sulphur, 

Evaporative  power  of  the  coal. 

Every  essential  requirement  of  the  purchaser 
may  be  fulfilled  by  confining  specifications  and 
tests  to  the  three  following  characteristics;  in 
fact,  these  three  features  alone  will  insure  greater 
protection  to  the  purchaser  than  obtainable  under 
present  general  practice : 

Per  cent  of  ash  in  the  dry  coal. 

•  Size  of  the  coal. 

Heating  power  of  the  pure  coal. 

The  latter,  according  to  prevailing  practice, 
would  preferably,  of  course,  be  expressed  in 
British  thermal  units. 

The  reasons  for  the  above  recommendations  are 
given  under  the  following  captions : 

Moisture. 

Moisture  is  a  great  and  uncertain  variable.  It 
not  only  differs  in  various  coal  seams  as  the 
coal  lies  in  the  ground,  but  is  affected  in  fuel 
as  received  in  shipment,  by  conditions  of  weather, 
temperature  and  time  the  coal  may  be  in  transit. 
It  is  approximately  correct,  however,  to  say  that 
each  coal  seam  has  a  characteristic  moisture 
content  of  its  own,  which  is  uniform  over  at  least 
very  considerable  areas,  but  the  after  influence 
above  mentioned  changes  it,  so  that  there  is  no  as¬ 
surance  of  what  it  may  be  except  under  specially 
defined  conditions. 

Therefore,  the  producer  or  coal  dealer  can  ex¬ 
ercise  no  control  over  moisture,  and  as  the  prime 
object  of  fuel  inspection  service  is  to  insure  that 
the  customer  is  served  to  the  best  ability  of  the 
dealer,  specifications  and  tests  of  moisture  in 
coal  delivered  can  offer  no  protection  to  the  pur¬ 
chaser.  As  before  mentioned  moisture  varies  in 
different  coal  seams ;  for  this  reason  it  might 
appear  that  its  determination  would  indicate  the 
seam  from  which  the  coal  came.  This  is  not 
true,  however,  for  reasons  above  mentioned.  If 
tests  are  expected  to  identifv  the  seam  which 
produced  the  coal  other  means  must  necessarily 
be  employed. 

However,  in  coal  inspection  service,  moisture 
has  been  found  to  be  very  high  in  cases  where 
delivery  is  by  wagon,  which,  owing  to  lack  of 
sufficient  explanation  of  phenomena  at  the  time, 
may  have  led  to  the  opinion  that  the  dealer 
wetted  the  coal  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  its 

*A  paper  read  before  the  Western  Society  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  on  October  third,  1906. 


By  A.  Bement,  M.  W.  S.  E. 

weight  at  the  time  of  loading.  If  this  is  the 
practice,  it  necessarily  complicates  the  problem, 
but  the  writer  has  had  cause  to  visit  every  coal 
yard  in  Chicago,  and  never  observed  any  wetting 
of  coal  or  any  appliances  for  such  purpose.  It 
would  be  a  difficult  and  expensive  matter  to  wet 
fuel  as  loaded,  and  require  water  pipes  located 
along  team  tracks,  which  in  some  cases  extend 
for  several  hundred  feet,  and  with  the  finer 
sizes  of  coal  it  would  necessitate  a  man  stationed 
at  each  wagon  to  supply  water  as  fast  as  the  coal 
was  loaded,  otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  to 
add  any  great  amount,  because  simply  flooding  the 
top  of  a  wagon  load  of  screenings,  for  example, 
would  only  insure  the  upper  surface  being  wetted 
as  the  water  would  not  penetrate  the  mass.  A 
further  study  of  this  matter  has  made  it  appear 
to  the  author,  that  this  high  moisture  in  wagon 
delivered  coal,  is  due  to  the  practice  of  wetting 
coal  while  it  is  being  unloaded,  very  often  done 
for  the  purpose  of  allaying  dust,  and  to  the  water 
which  is  commonly  added  in  the  fire  room  for 
various  reasons,  both  prior  to  the  time  of  sam¬ 
pling. 

This  matter  of  moisture  also  complicates  the 
problem  as  far  as  the  inspection  service  is  con¬ 
cerned,  because  it  is  impracticable  for  the  in¬ 
specting  company  to  have  its  sampler  present 
when  a  wagon  load  of  coal  arrives,  as  it  would 
entail  an  expense  which  the  service  could  not 
bear.  Also,  sampling  attempted  at  the  time  of 
unloading  could  not  be  properly  performed,  as 
the  sampler  would  be  unable  to  gather  from  a 
wagon  at  the  sidewalk  and  prepare  a  sample 
as  it  should  be  done.  Thus  it  appears,  that  the 
determination  of  moisture,  even  in  wagon  deliv¬ 
ered  coal,  serves  no  useful  purpose.  With  fuel 
received  in  cars,  there  could,  of  course,  be  no 
opportunity  for  adding  water. 

Volatile  Matter. 

No  fuel  coal  of  this  locality  is  purchased  for 
the  purpose  of  making  gas  or  for  use  in  by¬ 
product  recovery  plants,  therefore  tests  for  this 
constituent  are  unnecessary,  unless  there  be  a 
great  difference  in  the  coal.  “Volatile  matter” 
IS  not  very  well  understood.  The  best  conclusion 
IS  that  coal  is  a  complipted  hydro-carbon  which 
breaks  down  in  distillation  into  various  fractions 
depending  upon  temperature  and  duration  of 
heating  period,  and  that  the  difference  in  coal 
of  this  basin  is  not  greater  than  that  due  to  the 
varying  effect  produced  by  the  volatilization  test 
Itself;  or,  m  other  words,  the  variation  may  be 
caused  by  the  test  rather  than  by  the  composition 
'Thus  the  volatile  matter  test  is  not 
sufficiently  accurate  to  be  of  service  in  this  case. 
It  IS,  of  course,  true,  that  it  would  distinguish 
between  bituminous,  semi-bituminous  and  an¬ 
thracite  coal,  but  one  may  do  this  merely  by  in¬ 
spection  without  any  test  whatever. 

All  coal  of  this  basin  is  high  in  “volatile  mat¬ 
ter;  all  will  make  smoke  if  burned  in  sufficiently 
5ad  furnaces,  and  all  will  make  smokeless  com¬ 
bustion  and  good  efficiency  in  good  furnaces. 

Fixed  Carbon. 

In  coal  analysis  _  the  disposition  is  to  follow 
precedent.  Coal  mining  became  an  important  in¬ 
dustry  m  the  east  long  before  it  did  in  this 
locality.  Much  coal  in  the  Appalachian  basin 
is  suited  to  the  manufacture  of  a  high  grade  of 
coke,  and  the  amount  of  residue,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  coke  obtained  under  the  conditions 
of  the  process,  is  a  matter  of  first  importance. 
This  has  had  the  effect  of  emphasizing  the  im¬ 
portance  of  “fixed  carbon,”  so  that  it  has  been 
looked  upon  in  many  quarters  as  of  more  moment 
than  any  other  characteristic  of  coal,  and  these 
ideas,  extending  to  our  locality,  have  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  extent  influenced  opinion  regarding  fuel. 
The  same  rernarks  regarding  the  uncertainty  of 
the  determination  of  volatile  matter  apply  to  that 
of  fixed  carbon,  because  the  test  for  the  former 
is  the  one  giving  data  for  the  latter.  If  coke 
was  made  from  coal  in  this  locality,  it  would  be 
possible  under  certain  conditions,  to  make  a 


useful  application  of  the  test  for  fixed  carbon ; 
inasmuch,  however,  as  it  is  not  the  case,  this 
constituent  is  only  a  troublesome  and  misleading 
feature  of  analysis. 

Sulphur. 

Sulphur  has  been  in  a  measure  treated  in  the 
past  the  same  as  fixed  corbon.  In  metallurgical 
work  it  is  of  extreme  importance,  and  in  this 
connection  has  received  more  attention  than  with 
fuel  coal.  This  has  given  a  prominence  to  the 
sulphur  determination  which  it  would  not  other¬ 
wise  possess,  and  upon  the  assumption  that  sul¬ 
phur  is  in  the  form  of  pyrites  or  very  largely  so, 
the  conclusion  has  been  accepted  that  the  amount 
of  sulphur  is  an  indication  of  the  tendency  of 
the  ash  in  the  coal  to  clinker.  This  is  true,  how¬ 
ever,  to  only  a  slight  extent ;  in  fact,  may  not  even 
be  considered  as  a  working  hypothesis  in  this  coal 
basin,  because  some  of  the  seams  which  are  the 
highest  in  sulphur  produce  the  least  clinkering, 
therefore  conclusions  regarding  the  behavior  of 
the  ash  in  this  respect,  are  not  justified  by  the 
amount  of  sulphur  in  the  coal. 

Evaporative  Power. 

This  is  something  which  should  never,  under 
any  circumstances,  become  a  feature  of  speci¬ 
fications  or  guarantees,  for  several  very  im¬ 
portant  reasons.  In  general,  too  many  variable 
factors  enter  into  the  problem.  For  example, 
boilers  differ,  some  being  more  efficient  than 
others,  absorbing  greater  or  less  amounts  of 
heat  from  the  coal  for  reasons  due  to  their  indi¬ 
vidual  superiority  or  inferiority.  Then  furnaces 
differ  greatly;  in  some  cases  all  of  the  volatile 
matter  may  be  burned;  in  others,  a  large  portion 
be  wasted.  Again,  fire  grates  differ  in  like  meas¬ 
ure,  causing  varying  losses  of  fuel  which  falls 
into  the  ash  pits,  and  the  combination  of  grate 
and  furnace  has  an  important  influence  on  the  ex¬ 
cess  of  air  which  necessarily  enters,  and  for  this 
latter  reason,  also,  the  useful  result  obtained 
from  the  coal  is  affected  to  a  marked  extent 
The  above  refers  to  the  characteristics  of  the 
apparatus  itself,  but  at  this  point  another  and 
most  serious  variable  must  be  considered,  that  of 
the  personal  equation  of  the  fireman  or  furnace 
operator;  therefore  it  is  apparent  that  in  such  a 
test,  one  may  be  unable  to  discover  whether  the 
result  is  due  to  the  fuel,  the  peculiarities  of  the 
apparatus  or  its  manipulation.  In  the  case  of  a 
coal  purchaser  who  does  not  realize  these  facts, 
the  result  is  always  attributed  to  the  object  in 
view,  which  is,  in  such  instance,  to  determine 
the  value  of  the  coal.  If  he  had  wished  to  dis¬ 
cover  whether  he  employed  a  good  fireman  or 
not,  the  experiment  would  have  been  precisely 
the  same,  and  he  would  have  then  considered  the 
result  due  to  manipulation.  It  is  not  only  the 
above  features  which  have  an  important  influence, 
but  the  character  of  the  load  on  the  plant  is  a 
matter  of  great  moment.  In  a  works  where 
boilers  run  steadily  for  twenty-four  hours,  the 
result  secured,  everything  being  equal,  will  be 
much  better  than  in  one  where  the  work  is 
necessarily  interrupted  by  stoppages  at  noon¬ 
time,  shutting  down  at  night,  or  with  peaks  of 
load  as  in  electric  railway  service.  Any  one  of 
the  foregoing  causes  may  exercise  a  greater  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  evaporative  result  secured  than 
that  due  to  variation  in  fuel. 

It  is  not  intended  in  the  above  to  imply  that 
coal  burning  experiments  are  not  useful,  because 
there  are  some  things  which  may  be  settled  as 
affecting  certain  plants;  for  example,  fuel  high 
in  ash  generally  costs  less  per  ton  than  that 
containing  less  ash,  and  it  might  be  a  question 
which  would  be  the  most  economical  to  use;  or, 
the  matter  of  the  most  desirable  size  pf  fuel  may 
be  in  question.  These  two  are  the  only  features 
which  can  be  settled  by  burning  coal  under  a 
boiler,  and  they  should  not  be  made  part  of  a 
specification  or  guarantee,  but  used  entirely  for 
the  guidance  of  the  fuel  user  in  selecting  the  best 
grade. 

(To  be  concluded  in  next  week’s  issue.) 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  October  4,  1906. 

The  continued  mild  weather  prevailing,  and 
being  of  an  unseasonable  character,  is  having  a 
tendency  to  keep  in  check  considerable  anthracite 
coal  business,  which  would  becorne  available 
under  more  favorable  climatic  conditions.  The 
principal  feature  of  the  trade  seems  to  be  that 
the  supply  of  tonnage  is  curtailed  to  a  great 
extent  by  the  shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines, 
delaying  shipments  to  certain  localities,  and  it  is 
not  seen  how  this  can  be  increased  materially  as 
the  season  advances,  with  no  apparent  improve¬ 
ment  in  sight  as  to  obtaining  a  better  equipment. 
The  production  during  the  past  month  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  will  reflect  the  restricted  condition,  when 
the  actual  figures  become  known,  as  the  working 
days  were  much  less  than  for  the  two  preceding 
months,  which  are  usually  considered  the  least 
active  of  the  year,  and  will  be  felt  in  the  total 
year’s  business.  With  colder  vreather  a  slight 
stimulus  would  probably  be  given  the  trade, 
where  stocks  have  in  a  measure  been  depleted, 
but  as  dealers  are  generally  well  stocked  with 
coal,  through  their  purchases  at  discount  prices, 
there  is  not  likely  to  be  a  sufficient  incentive  to 
develop  any  large  number  of  orders,  until  the 
early  winter  demand  sets  in.  The  line  trade  is 
probably  the  only  class  of  business  that  has 
shown  any  signs  toward  improvement,  and  even 
this  is  light,  thought  being  of  a  somewhat  more 
regular  character,  in  comparison  with  other 
lines,  it  is  appreciated  by  absorbing  such  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  as  is  in  transit  from  the  mines. 
There  is  in  some  instances  a  demand  for  in¬ 
creased  shipments  to  all-rail  delivery  points  on 
foreign  roads,  but  the  difficulty  of  securing  cars 
for  this  purpose  is  permitting  very  little  of  it  to 
go  forward,  owing  to  the  great  uncertainty  of 
their  return  to  the  systems  when  unloaded,  and 
in  consequence  shippers  are  taking  every  pre¬ 
caution  to  husband  this  class  of  equipment  while 
the  stringency  is  on.  The  requirements  at  tide¬ 
water  ports  and  for  shipment  coastwise,  is  very 
light,  and  it  is  seldom  one  sees  so  little  activity 
in  the  market  during  October  as  is  doing  at  this 
time,  causing  a  large  number  of  barges  employed 
in  this  transportation  service  to  tie  up  or  go 
into  other  lines  of  trade.  Boston  and  most  of 


the  New  England  points  give  no  indications  as 
yet  for  a  revival  of  the  trade  in  that  territory 
and  things  continue  very  flat,  neither  is  there 
an  increase  expected  until  a  larger  proportion 
of  the  coal  now  in  storage  is  moved  off  into 
consumption,  and  the  needs  of  the  retailer  be¬ 
come  more  apparent  than  at  present.  The  only 
redeeming  feature  of  the  situation  is  that  the 
steam  sizes  are  becoming  stronger  in  demand, 
with  most  shippers  short  of  practically  all  sizes, 
this  being  due  largely  to  their  restriction  at  the 
mines.  If  the  requirements  of  these  coals  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  as  they  have  done  in  the  past 
few  weeks,  there  is  likely  to  be  a  shortage  on 
these  grades  that  will  seriously  affect  later  buy¬ 
ing.  As  there  was  little  washery  coal  produced 
all  summer,  with  but  few  resumptions  so  far, 
has  permitted  the  picking  up  of  them,  in_  cases 
where  held  in  stock  prior  to  the  suspension  in 
the  spring,  making  the  market  comparatively 
bare  of  many  of  these  sizes  at  present,  which 
may  be  further  accentuated,  with  the  advance 
of  the  season,  should  mining  remain  on  the  past 
month’s  basis. 

Market  Shows  Improvement. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows 
in  a  general  way  a  slightly  stronger  tone,  with 
an  improved  demand  in  some  directions.  This 
demand  is  to  an  extent  coming  from  the  east, 
and  is  indicative  of  the.  great  reduction  in  stocks 
that  have  been  made  since  their  being  placed  in 
store,  also  giving  an  idea  of  the  importance  of 
this  enormous  business,  as  to  its  effect  upon  the 
market  when  available  for  shipment,  or  to  be 
shut  off  by  excessive  storage,  as  was  the  case 
this  summer.  That  more  interest  in  coal  is  now 
manifest  from  that  territory  is  having  a  good 
effect  upon  the  trade  generally,  especially  with 
the  producers  and  shippers,  who  have  taken  on 
new.  courage  and  are  looking  for  better  things. 
Rather  an  unusual  condition  has  developed  in 
the  last  few  weeks,  by  the  urgent  demand  for 
soft  coal  from  the  mines  supplying  the  tidewater 
trade,  to  go  to  central  western  and  Lake  Erie 
and  Hudson  points,  at  prices  in  .advance  of 
what  can  be  obtained  here,  with  shipments  al¬ 
ready  being  made,  and  a  desire  on  the  part  of  op¬ 
erators  to  take  all  they  can  get  for  thirty  days 


delivery.  Gas  coals  from  the  West  Virginia 
fields  are  finding  a  ready  market  in  the  west 
for  all  the  coal  that  can  be  shipped  to  it,  of  this 
quality,  and  shippers  are  seemingly  giving  that 
territory  the  preference  in  making  shipments 
over  the  local  trade.  The  car  question  has  with 
some  of  the  roads  become  a  very  serious  one, 
not  as  to  a  concerted  shortage  at  this  time,  but 
with  what  ability  a  supply  of  cars  can  be  fur¬ 
nished  later  on  when  traffic  conditions  become 
more  acute,  as  already  one  of  the  individual 
main  line  roads  has  fallen  far  short  of  furnishing 
the  equipment  and  facilities  needed  by  pro¬ 
ducers  in  order  that  their  mines  may  not  be 
entirely  closed  down.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
seems  to  be  responsible  for  most  of  the  trouble 
that  is  interfering  with  the  movement  of  coal, 
many  mines  not  receiving  any  cars  for  two  or 
three  days  at  a  time,  making  the  average  monthly 
allotment  far  short  of  the  rating.  While  many 
complaints  are  made  at  the  unfair  treatment 
given  shippers,  little  or  no  attention  is  paid  to  it, 
though  often  admitting  the  statement  of  facts  in 
the  case.  The  most  uninteresting  market  in  the 
trade  is  that  prevailing  recently  in  New  York 
harbor  and  may  be  justly  said  to  be  in  a  de¬ 
moralized  condition.  The  little  demand  for 
coal  here  is  apparently  not  recognized  by  many 
shippers  who  insist  in  sending  coal  to  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports,  for  which  they  hold  no  orders,  and 
when  compelled  to  move  it,  is  usually  at  a  price 
below  the  cost  of  the  transaction.  Trade  in  the 
far  east  is  better  than  it  has  been  all  summer, 
and  orders  are  increasing  to  replenish  stock  piles, 
as  also  to  take  advantage  of  the  current  low  ocean 
freight,  which  should  progress  favorably  now 
that  the  normal  fall  trade  is  in  effect.  The 
sound  is  sending  in  more  orders  than  it  has,  and 
is  thought  to  be  a  forerunner  of  better  things. 
The  all-rail  business  is  fairly  steady,  but  prices 
are  not  as  firm  as  they  were,  being  influenced  by 
the  figures  quoted  at  tide.  The  coastwise  vessel 
market  shows  an  easy  tone,  as  enough  craft  of 
all  kinds  seem  to  be  available  for  present  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  trade.  We  quote  current  rates 
of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows :  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  65@70c;  to  the  sound,  55c; 
Lynn,  Newburyport  and  Bangor,  S5c ;  Portsmouth 
and  Bath,  70@75c ;  Saco,  90c  and  towage ;  Gar¬ 
diner,  85@90c  and  towage. 


Market  ^lews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  Oct.  6. —  {Special  Correspondence.')  — 
There  has  been  no  appreciable  charlge  in  condi¬ 
tions  cf  the  anthracite  market  during  the  past 
week,  except  perhaps  there  is  a  somewhat  more 
healthy  activity  in  the  line  order  business.  Car 
shortage  is  still  playing  a  prominent  part  in  the 
market  dullness,  for  it  delays  forwarding  from 
the  mines  and  handicaps  the  agents  who  have 
coal  for  distribution. 

Lake  shipments  have  been  lighter  for  the  past 
week,  for  the  reason  that  vessel  tonnage  has 
been  less  free  owing  to  the  demand  for  ore  and 
grain  boats.  Forwarding  for  the  month  of  Sep¬ 
tember  reached  364,450  tons  ,an  increase  over  the 
same  period  last  year,  when  344,000  tons  went 
forward. 

So  far  as  Buffalo  is  concerned  the  weather  has 
been  a  factor  in  conditions.  Never  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  coal  trade  has  there  been  such  con¬ 
tinuous  mild  weather  recorded,  and  the  result 
has  been  a  holding  back  of  retail  trade  which 
ordinarily  would  have  been  in  great  activity. 
Many  homes  have  not  yet  had  any  heat  beyond 


the  gas  range,  which  does  summer  duty.  A  rush 
is  anticipated  as  soon  as  the  first  chill  winds  of 
winter  begin  to  sweep  down  from  Lake  Erie. 

There  will  be  no  shortage  in  the  supply  of 
domestic  sizes  during  the  coming  winter,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  opinion  of  the  dealers,  nor  will  there 
be  any  change  in  the  prices  of  hard  coal,  though 
the  trade  is  expected  to  be  better  than  last 
winter,  which  was  open.  One  extreme  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  follow  another,  and  a  hot,  long  summer, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  followed  by  a  more  than 
usually  severe  winter.  In  1895  the  conditions 
were  not  at  all  favorable  to  a  large  consumption 
oi  fuel,  and  the  dealers  locally  were  never 
crowded  in  supplying  the  needs  of  the  market. 
Many  dealers  have  considerable  left  over  from 
the  early  summer  receipts,  but  they  do  not  e.x- 
pect  to  lessen  in  the  least  the  usual  winter  orders, 
in  fact  there  will  be  an  increase  all  along  the 
line. 

The  fact  that  the  agreement  between  the 
miners  and  operators  holds  good  for  three  years 


places  all  danger  of  a  strike  in  the  anthracite 
regions  out  of  the  reckoning.  There  is  a  cer¬ 
tainty  that  the  production  will  be  as  great  if  not 
greater  than  heretofore. 

While  there  is  some  trouble  in  getting  deliv¬ 
eries  because  of  the  car  shortage,  there  is  no 
alarm  felt  in  any  quarter,  for  more  cars  will 
be  available  when  the  movement  of  -  crops  is 
more  nearly  accomplished.  It  is  said  at  tlie 
present  time  that  the  big  steel  hopper  cars  are 
being  used  by  the  companies  to  transport  cab¬ 
bages. 

At  all  the  anthracite  mines  the  coinpanies  are 
again  working  full  time  and  arc  quite  likely  to 
continue  to  do  so  during  the  winter.  There  is 
no  scarcity  here  except  in  pea  coal,  which  is 
always  short  in  supply. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  bituminous  trade, 
according  to  the  local  operators.  While  the 
market  is  reasonably  firm,  there  is  no  increase 
in  price  or  in  demand.  The  mines  continue 
working  about  half  the  time,  but  are  turning  out 
all  the  coal  that  can  be  handled. 
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The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October  6. —  (^Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  market  shows 
very  little  change  from  the  condition  prevailing 
for  some  weeks  past  and  no  business  of  any  im¬ 
portance  is  expected  while  the  current  consump¬ 
tion  remains  small.  There  seems  to  be  a  lack 
of  energy  in  the  trade  which  has  been  apparent 
during  the  entire  past  month,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  dullness  of  the  business  at  retail,  but  for 
want  of  better  facilities  in  the  transportation  of 
the  product  which  is  being  greatly  hampered 
by  the  interference  of  an  excessive  amount  of 
outside  freights.  This  freight  is  being  forced 
upon  the  coal  roads  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
lose  control  of  a  preat  amount  of  equipment 
and  motive  power.  This  congestion  is  now  being 
seriously  felt  in  the  operation  of  the  mines.  For 
several  weeks  past  the  situation  as  to  the  number 
of  cars  that  could  be  made  available  for  loading 
at  the  mines  was  of  such  an  uncertainty  that 
working  days  were  reduced  from  six  a  week  to 
four  and  less  in  instances,  with  some  mines  entirely 
cloged.  In  the  event  of  any  trade  activity  aris¬ 
ing  in  the  near  future  through  a  more  seasonable 
climate,  demanding  increased  shipments,  the  car 
situation  is  liable  to  become  more  accentuated, 
as  it  is  not  seen  how  the  general  stringency  on  all 
lines  of  traffic  can  be  reduced  within  the  time  re¬ 
quired  to  give  the  necessary  relief.  There  is  some 


Boston,  Mass.,  October  6. —  (  Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — It  is  yet  too  early  to  look  for  any 
improvement  of  consequence  in  the  hard  coal 
trade,  as  with  stocks  unusually  heavy,  resulting 
from  discount  purchases,  neither  the  dealer  nor 
consumer  is  in  a  mood  to  take  on  additional  sup¬ 
plies  while  this  status  lasts.  In  fact,  the  trade 
at  this  center  does  not  expect  to  see  any  de¬ 
cided  change  for  at  least  some  time  to  come  or 
until  cold  weather  sets  in,  as  dealers’  stocks 
are  moving  out  quite  slowly,  with  no  incentive 
to  buy  where  householders’  bins  remain  full, 
makes  it  evident  that  the  first  effective  demand 
must  come  from  the  transient  trade,  the  people 
who  do  not  order  their  coal  in  r,dvance,  but 
take  it  as  the  needs  may  call  for.  Occasional 
cargoes  continue  to  arrive  at  the  discharging 
ports,  though  all  of  them  are  not  consigned  on 
orders  and  are  frequently  delayed  before  being 
disposed  of  or  may  eventually  be  put  in  stock  at 
those  points  for  later  distribution.  The  New 
England  trade  is  if  anything  more  propitious  as 
to  its  future  recovery  and  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  first  to  reflect  the  season.  Here  and 
there  a  few  extra  orders  are  being  sent  in  and 
this  is  likely  to  increase  as  stocks  in  yards  be¬ 
come  reduced  at  an  earlier  period,  owing  to  the 
limited  storage  facilities  with  this  class  of  trade. 
The  steam  grades  appear  to  be  moving  off  more 
freely  and  while  the  current  needs  are  not  as 


The  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct.  6. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — “The  demand  is  increasing  daily,  but  I 
cannot  get  sufficient  coal  to  meet  my  wants,”  is 
the  complaint  of  a  well-known  bituminous  handler 
here,  and  this  may  be  given  as  the  key  to  the 
present  situation  here.  Orders  are  coming  in 
more  freely  with  each  passing  day,  and  the  car 
restriction  is  such  that  agencies  for  the  fuel 
in  Baltimore  cannot  get  enough  coal  through  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  situation.  There  can 
be  but  one  result  if  things  go  on  as  they  prom¬ 
ise  at  present,  and  that  is  that  there  will  be  a 
big  advance  in  the  price  list  for  available  coals. 

While  the  eastern  market  is  not  at  present  de¬ 
manding  the  rates  that  are  quoted  in  the  west 
still  there  has  been  a  stiffening  all  along  the  line. 
George’s  Creek  coals  are  now  readily  bringing 
$1.65,  with  even  better  prices  where  any  con¬ 
siderable  quantity  has  been  immediately  available. 


improvement  in  the  demand  for  steam  sizes,  with 
this  trade  increasing  as  the  season  advances  and 
a  shortage  of  the  more  popular  grades  is  not  un- 
lookcd  for. 

In  the  bituminous  coal  market  there  is  a  slightly 
better  tone,  indicating  that  consumers  are  more 
inclined  to  take  on  larger  quantities  for  accumu¬ 
lating  their  winter  stocks  than  has  been  the  case 
hitherto.  It  is  also  evident  that  the  demand  is 
on  the  increase,  especially  on  the  better  grades,  as 
buyers  anticipate  some  interruption  to  transporta¬ 
tion  and  a  greater  scarcity  of  cars,  as  the  trade 
develops  to  larger  proportions,  which  augurs  fa¬ 
vorably  for  a  fuller  production  at  the  mines. 
The  shipment  of  the  poorer  grades  to  terminal 
points  in  excess  of  the  requirements  has  had 
a  depressing  effect  upon  them,  weakening  prices 
materially,  both  for  all-rail  and  tidewater  de¬ 
livery  and  has  resulted  in  embargoes  being  placed 
against  further  consignments.  There  is  a  fairly 
steady  movement  of  coal  going  on  contract  busi¬ 
ness  and  is  taking  the  bulk  of  the  tonnage  now  be¬ 
ing  produced,  yet  the  car  supply  on  some  roads  is 
restricting  it  to  some  extent,  this  applying  chiefly 
on  shipments  to  all-rail  points  on  foreign  roads. 
Prices  on  the  lower  grades  are  down  to  $1.00  and 
in  cases  even  less  is  accepted  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the 
mines,  in  order  to  move  the  coal.  On  the  better 
grades  prices  arc  firmer,  quotations  ranging  from 
$].15@1.25  at  the  mines. 


large  as  the  tonnage  would  indicate,,  yet  con¬ 
sumers  of  these  coals  are  endeavoring  to  secure 
a  supply  ahead  for  winter  use,  fearing  a  shortage 
in  shipment  may  occur  later  on. 

The  improvement  noted  in  the  demand  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  in  our  last  issue  continues.  There 
is  no  rush  about  it,  but  compares  very  favorably 
with  the  amount  of  business  which  was  transacted 
would  indicate  that  consumers  are  in  greater 
a  month  ago  and  the  firmer  tone  predominating 
need  of  coal  and  more  anxious  to  get  forward 
a  quantity  at  the  low  ocean  freights  now  pre¬ 
vailing.  The  shipments  so  far  on  the  standard 
grades  have  not  been  plentiful,  indeed,  are  be¬ 
hind  on  the  orders  placed,  this  being  attributed 
to  the  shortage  of  coal  at  the  tidewater  ports 
rather  than  any  delay  due  to  water  transportation. 
The  labor  situation  in  the  lower  fields  is  having 
quite  an  influence  in  retarding  the  production, 
while  operators  are  favoring  the  coke  product, 
as  the  prices  are  comparatively  higher  on  it 
than  coal,  ranging  from  $3.25  up  to  $3.75  per  ton 
for  foundry  use  at  the  ovens,  with  an  unlimited 
demand.  Prices  remain  unchanged  from  last 
week’s  report,  the  standard  grades  quoting  on 
cars.  Mystic  wharf,  $3.63  and  $3.30  for  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  coal.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  the 
anticipated  advance  in  freights  has  not  yet  be¬ 
come  effective  and  65@70c  from  the  lower  ports, 
except  Baltimore,  being  five  cents  higher,  are 
the  quotations. 


Shipping  Trade. 

One  dealer  in  bituminous  said  early  this  week 
that  he  could  do  double  the  business  that  he  is 
doing  if  he  could  only  get  the  fuel  through  from 
the  mines.  This  does  not  mean  that  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  coal  is  not  moving,  for  the  ship¬ 
ments  over  the  piers  are  holding  well  up  to  the 
average  for  several  months  past,  and  large  quan¬ 
tities  are  being  gotten  through  for  the  line  trade, 
but  it  does  mean  that  the  fall  awakening  is  on 
and  that  greater  quantities  of  coal  could  readily 
be  gotten  rid  of  if  the  railroads  were  able  to 
meet  promptly  all  the  demands  of  the  operators 
for  cars. 

In  the  matter  of  anthracite  the  trade  is  also 
somewhat  restricted  by  lack  of  cars,  but  no 
serious  inconvenience  has  resulted.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  Baltimore  Retail  Coal  Exchange 
has  under  consideration  an  increase  in  the  price, 
to  become  effective  at  some  time  previous  to  the 


first  of  the  year.  When  the  wholesale  list  reached 
its  maximum  for  the  year  in  September  the  retail 
list  also  went  up  to  the  winter  schedule.  An¬ 
other  twenty-five-cent  advance  is  now  contem¬ 
plated  in  the  retail  price,  as  dealers  here  all  con¬ 
tend  that  it  costs  more  to  handle  the  fuel  from 
the  time  they  place  their  orders  until  the  coal 
is  dumped  into  the  cellars  of  consumers  than 
ever  before.  The  trade  here  is  rather  stagnant, 
although  the  cool  weather  of  the  past  few  days 
has  had  a  somewhat  stimulating  effect.  It  is 
thought  that  business  will  be  quite  brisk  from 
now  on,  however. 

One  of  the  daily  papers  here,  which,  however, 
has  not  a  very  prominent  duty  in  the  community 
to  perform,  spoke  of  the  setting  of  prices  by  the 
Retail  Coal  Exchange  as  a  trust  operation,  so  to 
speak,  and  has  been  urging  action  by  the  states 
attorney.  'I'he  coal  men  here,  however,  do  not 
have  any  special  fears,  as  they  contend  that  their 
rates  are  m  no  wise  exorbitant,  and  that  the 
consumer  gets  a  much  better  deal  than  in  many 
other  places. 

Shipments  by  water  continue  fairly  heavy  for 
the  season.  'I'he  last  northern  coast  charters 
made  public,  that  of  the  schooner  William  H. 
Clifford,  for  Boston,  at  seventy  cents,  and  of  the 
schooner  Alecia  B.  Crosby  for  Portland  at  sev¬ 
enty  cents,  would  indicate  a  drop,  as  from 
seventy-five  to  eiglity  cents  has  been  the  pre¬ 
vailing  rate  recently.  No  special  changes  have 
been  noted  to  southern  ports,  or  to  points  in 
Mexico,  but  the  announcements  within  the  past 
ten  days  have  not  been  as  numerous. 

The  Western  Maryland  railroad  last  Sunday 
put  into  effect  its  fall  schedule,  and  with  it  made 
the  announcement  of  through  trains  to  Elkins, 
W.  Va.,  where  connection  is  made  with  the  Cole 
&  Coke  railroad,  the  Davis  controlled  property. 
In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
Hon.  Henry  G.  Davis,  while  in  Baltimore  sev¬ 
eral  days  ago,  made  the  announcement  through 
the  newspapers  that  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad 
was  not  for  sale.  It  has  been  generally  rumored 
that  both  the  Gould  interests  and  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  have  been  after  the  property  so 
as  to  gain  control  of  the  rich  coal  section  which 
it  is  destined  to  drain. 

In  the  campaign  which  is  now  being  con¬ 
ducted  for  the  purification  of  the  Potomac  river, 
both  the.  pulp  mills  and  the  coal  mines  along  the 
stream  are  coming  in  for  consideration  at  pres¬ 
ent.  It  is  said  that  an  endeavor  is  being  made 
to  find  some  remedy  for  the  sulphur  which  comes 
from  the  water  tunnel  of  the  Consolidation  Coal 
Co.  properties  in  the  George’s  Creek  region.  It 
is  estimated  by  the  state  authorities  who  are 
conducting  the  campaign  that  every  nine  million 
gallons  of  the  water  which  flows  from  the  tun¬ 
nel  contains  about  350  tons  of  sulphur. 

The  former  full-rigged  ship  Luzon  has  been 
converted  into  a  coal  barge  for  the  American 
Towing  &  Lightering  Co.,  and  is  now  loading  her 
maiden  cargo  of  bituminous  for  Providence. 

Henry  G.  Brown,  president  of  the  Maryland 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  this  city,  has  returned  from 
a  business  and  pleasure  trip  to  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  mountains.  He  was  caught  in  a  snowstorm 
while  up  on  a  tall  peak  and  says  he  got  a  gen¬ 
uine  taste  of  winter  and  is  hardly  thawed  out, 
even  after  a  week  in  Baltimore.  He  found  busi¬ 
ness  conditions,  in  relation  to  coal,  booming  in 
New  England. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  September  fourteenth  amounted  to 
138,868  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
4,222,275  tons,  as  compared  with  6,228,394  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease 
of  2,006,110  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
1,526  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  46,155 
tons,  as  compared  with  62,370  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  vear,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year 
of  2,006,  119'  tons. 

We  consider  that  part  of  your  paper  devoted 
to  descriptions  and  views  of  up-to-date  retail 
coal  yards  as  the  most  interesting,  along  with 
advertising  schemes  which  you  publish  from 
time  to  time.  We  are  also  much  interested  in 
your  general  review  of  the  markets,  as  it  aids 
in  ordering. — A.  C.  Johnston  &  Son,  Joliet,  Ill. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  M.  Creighton,  of  No.  1  Brpadway,  New  York, 
returned  to  active  business  duties  on  Thursday 
of  last  week,  after  having  spent  the  summer  in 
recreation  at  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Creighton. 

F.  J.  Mitchell  Jr.,  who  has  for  some  time  been 
connected  as  salesman  with  the  Morrisdale  Coal 
Co.,  New  York,  has  accepted  a  similar  position 
with  the  firm  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  at  New 
York,  effective  October  first. 

An  inclined  plane  has  been  erected  at  the 
Anchor  colliery  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  for  the 
purpose  of  flushing  the  mine,  in  which  there  has 
been  a  fire  for  the  last  thirty-seven  years. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  Maderia,  Hill 
&  Co.,  New  York,  who,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Hill,  spent  the  past  three  months  abroad  touring 
Europe  and  Scotland,  returned  on  Wednesday  of 
this  week  via  the  steamship  Oceanic  from  Liver¬ 
pool. 

D.  F.  Connor,  sales  agent  of  Whitney  &  Kem- 
merer.  New  York,  spent  several  days  of  last  week 
on  a  trip  to  the  upper  Lehigh  anthracite  coal 
field,  in  company  with  Mr.  Kemmerer,  also  visit¬ 
ing  Wilkesbarre  and  Scranton  before  his  return 
on  Saturday. 

Commissioner  C.  P.  Neil  reports  that  the  aver¬ 
age  price  of  anthracite  coal,  domestic  sizes,  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  August  was  $4.68  per  ton,  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  harbor  shipping  ports,  which  means 
an  increase  of  three  per  cent  in  the  miners’  wages 
for  that  month. 

The  owners  of  the  Philadelphia  schooner  Harry 
A.  Berwind  received  a  cable  from  her  captain 
on  Thursday  of  last  week,  stating  that  the  Ber¬ 
wind  is  a  total  loss  at  the  Isle  of  Pines.  The 
crew  is  safe.  The  schooner  was  bound  from  San 
Juan  for  Mobile. 

The  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  purchased 
from  W.  R.  Barnhart,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  a  tract 
of  250  acres  of  coal  land  in  Hempfield  township 
in  the  Greensburg  basin  district.  The  price  paid 
was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $250,000,  approxi¬ 
mating  $1,000  per  acre. 

Assessors  of  the  Northumberland  county.  Pa., 
coal  region  have  announced  their  intention  of 
fixing  the  minimum  rate  for  the  mineral  right 
of  coal  companies  at  $500  per  acre.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  this  increase  will  add  about  $4,000 
to  the  county  receipts. 

The  Atlantic  Coast  Line  railway  is  making 
arrangements  of  the  construction  of  a  coal- 
storage  plant  at  Waycross,  Ga.  The  building  will 
have  a  capacity  for  storing  40,000  tons  of  coal, 
and  will  cost  about  $65,000.  Electric  machinery 
will  be  used  in  loading  and  unloading  coal  cars. 

The  Dixon  Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.,  which  re¬ 
cently  began  the  development  of  a  three  thousand- 
acre  tract  of  coal  land  at  Welch,  W.  Va.,  has 
struck  a  vein  of  coal  five  and  a  half  feet  in 
thickness  at  a  depth  of  180  feet.  Mining  oper¬ 
ations  are  in  charge  of  Superintendent  J.  P. 
Davis. 

The  trial  of  a  damage  suit  was  'Started  on 
September  twenty-seventh,  before  Judge  Bechtel, 
at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  in  which  Edward  Connolly  is 
the  plaintiff  and  the  Black  Diamond  Anthracite 
Co.  the  defendant.  The  claim  is  for  $10,000  for 
injuries.  The  defendant  is  Powderly’s  Co-opera¬ 
tive  Co. 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  Standard  Oil 
Co.,  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  with  coal  the 
coming  year  has  been  awarded  the  Amalgamated 
Coal  Co.,  New  York.  The  amount  of  coal  to  be 
delivered  will  be  about  150,000  tons,  the  price 
for  which  is  understood  to  be  eighty-two  cents 
at  the  mines. 

A  party  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  capi¬ 
talists  have  purchased  three-quarters  of  a  square 
mile  of  property  on  Narragansett  bay,  and  will 
make  another  attempt  to  operate  the  old  Ports¬ 
mouth  coal  mines,  which  are  located  on  the  prop¬ 
erty.  The  diggings  will  be  pumped  out  and 
briquetting  factories  erected. 


Smith,  Lineaweaver  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
which  established  a  branch  office  at  11  Broadway, 
New  York,  early  in  the  year,  with  Percy  E. 
Morrell  in  charge  as  sales  agent,  have  decided 
to  close  this  office,  at  least  temporarily,  and  Mr. 
Morrell  will  take  up  quarters  in  Philadelphia, 
to  be  associated  with  the  company  there. 

Col.  J.  B.  Coryell,  president  of  the  Cambria 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Philadlephia,  met  with  a 
very  painful  accident  to  his  wrist  on  Thursday 
evening  of  last  week,  while  on  his  way  to  at¬ 
tend  the  koruskation  of  the  Order  of  Kokoal  at 
the  Arena,  New  York.  The  fracture  was  quite 
serious  and  will  incapacitate  the  hand  for  some 
time. 

A  vein  of  coal,  the  value  of  which  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  million  dollars, 
has  been  discovered  in  the  Mahanoy  valley,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  by  prospectors  in  the  employ  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  The 
vein  consists  of  the  purest  anthracite,  and  it  will 
require  half  a  century  of  steady  mining  to  ex¬ 
haust  it. 

Directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  at 
a  meeting  held  last  week,  elected  R.  L.  Franklin 
to  the  position  of  freight  claim  agent,  to  suc¬ 
ceed  the  late  Franklin  D.  Howell.  Mr.  Franklin 
was  advanced  from  the  position  of  assistant 
freight  claim  agent,  to  which  A.  E.  Fitler,  chief 
rate  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  coal  freight  agent, 
succeeds. 

A.  D.  Wales,  the  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  lawyer, 
who  brought  suit  against  John  Mitchell,  presi¬ 
dent,  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  for  $250,000 
for  settling  the  big  miners’  strike  of  1902,  has, 
it  is  understood,  dropped  the  suit,  and  there  will 
be  no  further  litigation.  It  is  reported  that 
Wales  discontinued  his  suit  because  he  could 
not  get  ex-Governor  Black  and  Senators  Penrose 
and  Platt  into  court  as  witnesses. 

Geo.  W.  Glark,  chief  car  clerk  and  car  distrib¬ 
uter  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  with  offices  at 
Altoona,  Pa.,  resigned  his  position  a  week  ago 
to  enter  private  business.  Mr.  Clark  was  one 
of  the  important  witnesses  before  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  during  its  coal  investiga¬ 
tion.  He  admitted  having  received  money  and 
coal  stock  as  gifts  from  coal  companies,  but  de¬ 
nied  that  it  had  been  for  any  favors  given  them. 

Franklin  Moore,  of  New  York  City,  who  re¬ 
tired  from  the  coal  business  early  in  the  year, 
disposing  of  his  interest  in  the  firm  of  Hille- 
brand  &  Moore,  at  that  time  to  Mr.  Hillebrand, 
has  taken  an  office  on  the  sixth  floor  of  No.  1 
Broadway,  where  he  will  be  located  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  conducting  a  wholesale  coal  business. 
Mr.  Moore  is  well  known  to  the  trade,  having 
been  identified  with  it,  in  various  capacities,  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  his  business  career. 

An  effort  is  being  made,  it  is  said,  by  the 
government  to  negotiate  for  the  charter  of  sev¬ 
eral  large  schooners  owned  by  Boston  people  to 
carry  coal  to  Guantanamo.  Cuba,  in  anticipation 
of  possible  trouble  on  the  island.  Several  of  the 
Boston  owners  of  coal  schooners  are  in  corre¬ 
spondence  with  government  officials  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  five-masters,  and  will  probably  be  en¬ 
gaged  within  a  few  days  to  carry  coal  from 
the  Atlantic  seaports.  It  is  understood  that  the 
rates  of  freight  offered  are  very  attractive. 

The  discovery  of  the  Lykens  Valley  coal  vein 
on  Pond  Creek,  Pennsylvania,  during  the  week, 
showing  a  thickness  of  six  feet,  rather  upsets 
past  calculations  of  geologists  that  this  vein  ex¬ 
tended  no  farther  than  the  Hazelton  basin.  Its 
being  tapped  at  this  point,  which  is  on  the  ex¬ 
treme  northeast  of  the  Lehigh  field,  indicates 
that  it  underlies  other  e.xtensive  operations  in  the 
adjoining  localities. 

R.  J.  Buchholz,  formerly  of  the  linn  of  Buch- 
holz  &  Hill,  New  York  sales  agents  of  Irish 
Bros.’  coal,  has  severed  his  connection  to  enter 
into  partnership  with  C.  P.  Morrell,  who  has 
been  the  general  sales  agent  of  the  Penn  Gas 
Coal  Co.  at  Philadelphia,  for  the  past  two  years. 
The  firm  has  secured  a  suite  of  rooms  at  No.  1 
Broadway,  recently  vacated  by  the  Cambria  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  and  will  be  known  under  the  name 
of  Buchholz  &  Morrell.  James  A.  Hill,  the 
junior  member  of  the  old  firm,  will  continue  as 


sales  agent,  under  Ills  own  name,  of  Irish  Bros.’ 
coal,  with  no  change  from  present  quarters. 

Tlie  Beech  Creek  nine  and  several  of  their 
friends  of  New  York,  who  constitute  a  baseball 
team  made  up  of  the  employes  of  the  company, 
from  which  they  take  their  name,  went  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  Saturday  last  to  play  a  tearn  composed 
of  the  employes  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  as  the  result  of  a  long  standing  invi¬ 
tation.  The  game,  it  was  stated,  proved  to  be  a 
very  strenuous  affair,  and,  judging  from  the 
score,  it  is  evident  some  of  the  heavyweights  got 
more  exercise  than  they  had  anticipated.  The 
Beech  Creek  team,  however,  won  the  game  by 
a  score  of  twenty-eight  runs  against  twelve  of 
their  opponents’.  Following  the  play,  which  took 
place  on  the  grounds  of  the  Tioga  Club,  a  dinner 
was  served  at  a  famous  hostelry  in  that  city, 
which  the  party  enjoyed,  and  general  good  fellow¬ 
ship  predominated,  making  a  fitting  climax  to  the 
features  of  the  day. 

Announcement  was  made  on  Thursday,  Sep¬ 
tember  twenty-seventh,  by  the  New  York  Cen¬ 
tral  railroad  that  D.  B.  McCoy,  superintendent 
of  the  Hudson  River  division  of  the  road,  has 
been  promoted  to  be  assistant  general  manager, 
and  that  he  will  assume  his  new  duties  on  Octo¬ 
ber  first.  Other  changes  to  take  effect  on  the 
same  date  are  as  follows :  James  Hustis,  now 
superintendent  of  the  Rome,  Watertown  &  Og- 
densburg  railroad,  will  succeed  Mr.  McCoy,  while 
Frank  T.  Slack,  who  is  now  trainmaster,  will 
be  made  assistant  superintendent,  and  J.  C.  Mc¬ 
Coy,  who  has  been  D.  B.  McCoy’s  chief  clerk, 
takes  the  position  of  trainmaster.  Mr.  McCoy 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  Hudson  River 
division  for  many  years  and  has  had  a  prominent 
interest  in  the  adoption  of  the  improvements  made 
upon  it,  including  the  installation  of  the  block 
system  now  in  operation  over  the  entire  length 
of  the  road. 

J.  C.  Stubbs,  of  Chicago,  chairman  of  the 
executive  officers’  committee  appointed  two 
months  ago  by  all  the  railroads  west  of  Chicago 
to  study  doubtful  points  in  the  new  rate  law 
and  to  obtain  the  advice  of  counsel  regarding 
them,  has  completed  the  preparation  of  the  com¬ 
mittee’s  report  on  passenger  affairs  and  has  been 
submitted  formally  to  the  Transcontinental  Pas¬ 
senger  Association.  The  feature  of  the  report, 
which  takes  the  form  of  answers  to  thirty  ques¬ 
tions  asked  for  by  the  various  railroad  companies, 
seems  to  be  that  practically  all  of  the  transpor¬ 
tation  heretofore  reduced  by  reason  of  special 
conditions  prevailing  will  now  be  cut  out  and 
put  on  the  regular  rate.  Exceptions  are  made  to 
those  engaged  in  connection  with  charity,  mis¬ 
sionaries,  evangelists,  national  or  state  officers  of 
religious  organizations.  Transportation  cannot 
be  issued  for  advertising.  It  is  generally  ac- 
ceted,  however,  that  carriers  may  carry  an  open 
account  with  publishers  and  that  publishers  may 
carry  an  open  account  with  carriers  for  adver¬ 
tising,  and  that  these  accounts  can  be  balanced 
periodically,  but  the  balance  must  be  paid  in  cash. 

James  T.  Dickson,  formerly  president  of  the 
Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  died 
at  his  home  at  Dalton  on  the  evening  of  Thurs¬ 
day,  September  twenty-seventh.  For  several 
years  Mr.  Dickson  was  stationed  at  Wilkesbarre 
as  agent  of  the  Dickson  IManufacturing  Co.  be¬ 
fore  he  was  promoted  to  the  presidency^  of  the 
company,  of  which  his  father,  Thomas  T.  Dick¬ 
son,  was  the  founder.  He  was  the  first  president 
of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank  of  Scranton,  and  for 
sixteen  years  before  the  Hackawanna  State  Hos¬ 
pital  became  a  state  institution  he  was  president 
of  that  hospital.  After  severing  his  connection 
with  the  Dickson  Manufacturing  Co.  he  for 
many  years  was  in  charge  of  the  freight  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  local  division  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.,  also  serving  the  same  company  in 
other  capacities,  and  later  was  one  of  the  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  new  electric  railway  from  Dalton 
to  Factoryville,  now  under  construction.  Mr. 
Dickson  was  fifty-two  years  of  age  and  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  his  wife  and  three  children ;  one  brother, 
Joseph  B.  Dickson,  of  tlie  firm  of  Dickson  & 
Eddy,  New  York,  general  sales  agents  of  the 
Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  coal;  two  sisters,  Mrs.  Col. 
H.  F.  Boies,  of  Scranton,  and  Mrs.  Thomas  1. 
I'orrey,  her  husband  being  formerly  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co. 
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Proper  Methods  of  Advertising  for  the  Retail  Beater. 


This  department  has  been  in  a  state  of  sus¬ 
pended  animation  during  the  three  summer 
months  but  the  ad.  man  is  now  at  liis  desk  and 
from  time  to  time  will  give  to  the  readers  of 
The  Black  Diamond  his  opinion  regarding  ad¬ 
vertising  methods  and  his  criticisms  upon  specific 
advertisements.  Samples  of  advertisements 
which  have  been  used  by  dealers  will  always  be 
welcomed  and  will  receive  consideration  in  the 
order  of  their  receipt. 

While  advertising  by  means  of  circulars,  cards 
of  various  sorts  and  special  advertising  devices 
such  as  fans,  calendars  and  the  like,  have  a  most 
important  place  in  the  resources  of  the  advertiser, 
yet  after  all,  the  chief  and  staple  means  of  putting 
one’s  business  before  the  public  and  keeping 
buyers  reminded  of  the  advantages  to  be  found 
by  patronizing  the  advertiser,  is  to  be  found 
in  the  columns  of  the  local  newspapers.  For  this 
talk,  therefore,  I  have  selected  a  few  newspaper 
advertisements  almost  at  random,  from  a  large 
number  which  I  had  on  hand,  for  reproduction 
and  discussion. 

The  ultimate  purpose  of  an  advertisement  of 
course,  is  to  sell  coal,  but  to  do  this  the  notice 


of  the  readers  must  first  be  attracted  so  that  they 
will  read  what  the  advertiser  has  to  say.  He 
must  gain  their  attention.  The  older  school  of 
advertisers  sought  to  do  this  exclusively  by  a 
skillful  combination  of  types,  in  the  make  up,  and 
by  securing  advantageous  placing,  next  to  reading 
matter.  But  in  this  later  day,  illustration  plays 
a  most  important  part,  so  much  so  that  often¬ 
times  the  pictures  on  the  advertising  page  are  so 
numerous  as  to  lose  their  distinctiveness  as  such 
unless  there  is  something  in  the  picture  itself 
which  forces  the  attention. 

One  characteristic  of  the  human  mind  which 
may  be  successfully  appealed  to  is  curiosity.  To 
do  this  with  the  greatest  success,  while  the  illus¬ 
tration  must  command  attention  it  must  not  tell 
too  much,  but  must  compel  the  observer  to  read  the 
accompanying  print  in  order  to  get  at  the  whole 
story.  The  advertisement  of  the 
Cargill  Coal  Co.,  of  Green  Bay,  Wis., 
is  a  good  application  of  this  idea. 

“All  the  world  loves  a  lover,’’  and 
the  picture  of  the  two  young  people 
with  heads  close  together,  their  faces 
smilingly  intent  upon  a  paper  of 
which  they  both  have  hold,  instantly 
suggests  something  intensely  inter¬ 
esting,  so  much  so  that  the  average 
reader  will  not  resist  the  temptation 
to  find  out  what  it  is  all  about  by 
reading  the  little  story.  By  the  time 
he  has  done  this  he  has,  in  spite  of 
himself,  received  the  suggestion  that 
Cargill  sells  coal  at  bottom  prices,  at 
the  same  time  furnishing  a  fine  grade 
of  product,  although  none  of  the 
stock  expressions  have  been  used  in 
conveying  the  idea. 

“Yes,  and  how  comfortable  we 
were  and  our  bill  wasn’t  near  so  high 
as  it  used  to  be  other  winters!’’  is 
delightfully  commonplace  in  its  form  of  ex¬ 
pression,  and  yet  scores  the  two  points  just 
named,  while  the  capitalization  of  the  name 
CARGILL  completes  the  conveyance  of  the  es¬ 
sential  ideas,  and  the  words  “let  us  make  you 


happy’’  in  display  type  drive  home  the  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  reader.  'I'he  advertisement  on  a 
whole  is  unconventional  and  violates  some  of  the 
recognized  rules  of  ad.  building,  but  the  good 
qualities  which  I  have  noted  are  so  conspicuous 
that  it  seems  to  me  it  must  have  been  effective, 
and  as  effectiveness  is  the  real  test  of  an  adver¬ 
tisement  I  believe  this  one  is  well  worthy  of 
favorable  consideration. 

One  rule  in  ad.  writing  which  should  always 
be  kept  in  mind  and  never  violated  without  a 
good  and  clearly  recognized  reason,  is  that  the 
illustration  used  should  be  in  harmony  with  the 
ideas  expressed  in  the  reading  matter.  It  should 
in  some  form  embody  that  which  is  the  keynote 
of  the  text. 

I  have  before  me  four  advertisements  forming 
a  series  used  by  the  Janesville  Coal  Co.,  of  Janes¬ 
ville,  Wis.,  two  of  which,  the  best,  are  reproduced 
here.  In  each  case  the  illustration  is  used  to 
express  in  pictorial  form  a  catch  phrase  which 
follows  it.  In  the  first  of  these  a  side  view  of  a 
locomotive  with  the  engineer  leaning  from  his 
cab  window  and  peering  intently  down  the  track 
graphically  expresses  the  exhortation  to:  “LOOK 
AHEAD,  and  tell  us  to  put  in  your  winter 
coal  now.’’ 

Thus  far  the  working  out  of  the  idea  shows 
perfect  unity,  and  that,  too,  in  the  expression 
of  something  which  most  certainly  ought  to 
be  impressed  upon  the  consumers.  The  sen¬ 
tence  which  follows,  however,  has  no  clearly 
obvious  connection  with  the  first  part  the 
ad.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  con¬ 
ditions  existing  in  the  coal  trade  during  the 
summer  and  who  are  well  informed  as  to  the 
probable  conditions  during  the  fall,  can  read 
between  the  lines  and  see  in  the  statement : 
“We  are  ready  for  you  and  we  can  give  you 
nice  fresh  stock.  The  price  is  just  right,’’ 
reasons  for  looking  ahead,  but  the  average 
reader  does  not  know  these  things  and  in  this 
sentence  will  find  absolutely  nothing  to  im¬ 
press  him  and  clinch  the  belief  that  he  really 
ought  to  lay  in  his  winter’s  coal  at  once.  In 
other  words  I  believe  that  to  have  made 
this  ad  fully  effective,  to  have  gotten  the  best 
results  after  securing  the  attention  by  the  illus¬ 
tration  and  catch  line,  there  should  have  been 
given  in  concise  but  forceful  words  some  clear 
reasons  for  the  opening  exhortation,  for  example, 
advancing  prices  or  the  coming  car  shortage. 

In  the  other  advertisement  of  this  company, 
which  is  reproduced  here,  the  open  basement 
window,  the  pile  of  coal  and  the  man  with  his 
shovel  take  the  place  of  a  dozen  words  and  ad¬ 
mirably  serve  their  purpose  in  conveying  the 
idea  of  a  long  sentence  merely  by  the  three 
words,  “Do  it  now,’’  which,  however,  should 
have  been  given  somewhat  greater  relative  promi¬ 
nence  by  a  different  selection  of  type. 

But  here  again  the  writer  of  the  ad.  has  stopped 
with  his  idea  only  half-developed.  The  state¬ 
ments  which  follow:  “You  know  our  coal  is 


good ;  if  not,  a  trial  will  convince  you,’’  and  the 
reference  to  “our  Economy  coal’’  are  all  right 
in  themselves  and  good  in  a  right  connection, 
but,  as  in  the  case  of  the  “Look  ahead”  ad,  the 
full  possibilities  have  not  been  utilized,  due  to 


"iou  retnenQ ber.  Jack, 
last  summer  you  worried 
about  our  next  winter’s 
Coal  bill  ard  I  told  you  to 
order  ot  CAROlLL  and 
your  worries  would  be  at 
an  end  ” 

“Yea,  and  how  comfort¬ 
able  we  were  and  our  bill 
wasn’t  near  what  it  used 
to  be  other  winters  I’’ 


LET  US  MAKE 
YOU  HAPPY. 


The  Cargill  Coal  Co. 


Cilices:  Boot  \Vest  end  Mason  St.  Bridge, 
General.  West  end  ot  Main  St.  Bridge. 


Phones:  Wis.  1743. 
“  Valley,  43. 


HEADQUARTERS  FOR 

Threshing  Coa.! 

CALL  AND  SEE  US  BEFORE  BUYING. 

V  C.  H.  JACKSON  V 

not  making  use  of  the  full  opportunity  afforded 
by  the  illustration"  and  catch  lines  for  impressing 
the  wisdom  of  making  purchases  in  the  summer 
rather  than  in  the  fall  or  winter. 

The  other  two  advertisements  in  this  series 
make  use  of  illustrations  less  novel  or  sug¬ 
gestive,  and  hence  less  effective  than  the  two 
which  we  have  reproduced.  One  of  them  shows 
two  hands  shielding  a  lighted  match  followed  by 
the  words:  “A  light  on  the  subject  of  coal,” 
and  the  other  uses  the  old  and  familiar  picture  of 
a  town  crier  ringing  a  bell  and  accompanied  by 
the  words :  “Hear  ye,  hear  ye.”  On  the  other 
hand  the  reading  matter  which  follows  these  two 


lOOM 

4J¥£4a 

AHD  TELL  US  TO 


Put  in  Yonr 
Winter’s  Coal  Now. 

We  aro  ready  for  you,  and  we 
ean  give  you  Dice  frese  stock 
The  price  is  just  right. 


JANESVILLECOilCO. 

^PHOmS  SB— 

Ofllee — Riverside  Laundry. 

YnrdG — South  River  and  Oak  Streets 


advertisements  is  well  chosen  and  adapted  to 
impress  the  readers. 

The  advertisement  of  J.  W.  Lucas  &  Co.,  of 
Benton  Harbor,  Mich.,  is  a  suggestive  one  for 
study,  comprising  as  it  does  some  most  excellent 
features,  together  with  some  which  may  be  called 
in  question.  The  picture  of  the  fat  and  jolly¬ 
faced  man  screening  his  coal  is  sure  to  attract 
attention  and  at  the  same  time  has  the  further 
good  quality  of  expressing  in  itself  something 
which  appeals  to  every  householder,  recalling  past 
experiences  with  dirty  coal  spreading  its  dust 
throughout  the  house  from  bottom  to  top.  The 
picture  is  further  enforced  and  the  application 
of  it  to  J.  W.  Lucas  &  Co.  broug’^t  out  by  the 
statement :  “All  coal  leaving  our  yard  is  care¬ 
fully  screened.” 

The  direct  application  of  the  statement  to  the 
firm  advertising  might  have  been  emphasized  by 
using  a  larger  type  for  the  word  “our”  but  as  the 
adoption  of  this  expedient  might  be  taken  as 
casting  a  slur  upon  competitors,  a  thing  which 
should  be  avoided  in  all  but  exceptional  in¬ 
stances,  its  use  would  depend  upon  local  con¬ 
ditions  and  existing  relations  between  the  various 
dealers.  The  statement  quoted  is  concluded  and 
the  connection  between  the  advertiser  and  the 
reader  completed  by  the  words :  “Let  us  be  your 
coal  man,”  a  phrase  which  is  intentionally 
peculiar  as  to  its  grammar,  and  perhaps  more 
striking  for  that  reason. 

The  features  of  this  ad.  which  have  been  noted 
so  far  are  altogether  good.  If  I  am  not  very 
much  mistaken  they  would  have  the  desired  effect 
upon  many  readers.  But  I  question  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  bringing  into  the  same  advertisement 
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the  other  matter  used :  “Winter  will  have  no 
terrors  for  you  if  your  coal  bin  is  full  of  D.  L.  & 
W.  Scranton  anthracite.”  They  have  no  con¬ 
nection  with  the  other  part  of  the  ad.,  and  in 
themselves  are  so  lacking  in  anything  specific 


DO  IT  NOW. 

You  know  our  coal  is  good. 

If  noc,  a  trial-  will  convince  you. 
with  our  Economy  C-oal  for  yout 
fall  and  winter  supply  is  a  wise  thing 
to  do. 


JANESVILLE 
COAL  CO. 

Phone  89. 

Order  Office:  Riverside  Laundry 


cure  its  effect  by  what  it  actually  says  rather  than 
by  anything  new  or  striking  in  its  form  or  ap¬ 
pearance.  Its  underlying  thought  throughout  is 
contained  in  the  words  “Low  Prices,”  based  first 
upon  the  time  of  purchase  and  second  upon  the 
size  of  the  order.  The  first  of  these  is  sug¬ 
gested  by  the  sentence  “As  an  inducement  for 
my  customers  to  buy  their  winter  supnly  of  coal 
early,  the  following  prices  will  be  in  effect  until 
Sept.  1,  1906.”  This  is  a  plain,  straightforward 
statement  and  entirely  right  so  far  as  it  goes, 
but  I  would  offer  again  the  suggestion  already 
made  above  regarding  the 


your  advertisement  goes  into  the  newspaper.  The 
best  proofreaders  occasionally  overlook  such  mis¬ 
takes  and  unfortunately  in  many  newspaper  of¬ 
fices  the  proofreading  is  exceedingly  poor.  No 
careful  advertiser,  therefore,  will  neglect  the 
caution  of  supplementing  the  publisher’s  proof¬ 
reading  with  a  careful  examination  of  the  proof 
by  himself.  Occasionally  this  will  be  impossible 
where  the  copy  has  been  furnished  to  the  printer 
so  late  that  there  is  barely  time  for  it  to  be 
published,  but  even  then  if  the  advertisement  is 
to  be  run  several  times  he  has  ample  opportunity 


advertisements  of  the 
Janesville  Coal  Co.,  namely, 
that  the  average  consumer 
is  not  familiar  enough 
with  conditions  in  the  coal 
trade  to  be  sufficiently  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  statement 
that  he  should  buy  before 
September  first  when  this 
statement  is  unsupported 
by  any  clear  and  specific 
reason  for  so  doing.  An¬ 
other  line  could  therefore 
have  been  profitably  used 
for  this  purpose.  Or  the 
same  object  could  have  been 
accomplished  in  another 
way,  provided  the  coal 
dealer  knew  what  his 
would  be. 
allel 


TO  COAL  CONSUMERS. 

As  an  inducement  for  my  customrra  to  bnv  their  winter  inpply  cf  coat 

early,  the  following  prices  will  be  in  effect  until  tept  1.  19  «. 

Bigg  Muddy  lump  coal,  per  ton . *d.26  Ine  ton.  .|3.i5 

Carterville  lump  coal  per  ton .  2.60 

Standard  lump  coal  per  ton .  2.35 

Big  Muddy  washed  nut  coal  per  ton . 2.76 

DuQuoin  washed  nut  coal  per  ton .  2.60 

Rescreened  nut  coal . 2  25 

Delivered  to  any  part  of  the  city.  Special  prices  in  car  lots  and  a  discount 

of  five  cents  per  ton  viU  be  allowed  on  all  large  orders  wnen  filled. 

F-RED  D.  NELLIS,  1607CcmlAv...E«l,pbo„«M 


Five  ton..  2.60 
b  ive  ton. .  2.26 
Five  ton..  2  65 
Five  ton..  2.00 
Five  ton..  2.15 


as  to  have  very  little  convincing  power.  The 
omission  of  this  part  of  the  advertisement  with 
the  consequent  rearrangement  of  the  ad.  by 
running  the  words  “All  coal  leaving  our  yard  is 
carefully  screened;  let  us  be  your  coal  rnan,’’  to 
the  right  of  the  cut  would,  in  my  estimation, 
have  been  much  better. 

The  other  two  advertisements  which  I  am  re¬ 
producing  in  full  are  an  entirely  different  class 
from  the  others,  namely,  plain  display  ads.,  with¬ 
out  illustration.  That  of  C.  H.  Jackson,  of 
Oconomowoc,  Wis.,  is  to  be  especially  com¬ 
mended  for  several  excellent  qualities.  Unless 
surrounded  by  other  advertisements  of  closely 
similar  make-up  it  is  sure  to  stand 
out  and  catch  the  eye  of  the  reader 
no  matter  where  placed  upon  the 
printed  page.  This  fact  is  due  in 
part  to  the  excellent  “make-up,”  and 
in  part  to  its  brevity,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  combines  conciseness  with 
clearness.  It  is  an  advertisement 
which  could  scarcely  escape  the  notice 
of  any  reader  taking  the  least  in¬ 
terest  in  coal  for  threshing  purposes. 

The  make-up  of  this  card  is  so 
good  as  to  leave  very  little  to  be 
desired,  but  as  a  minor  suggestion 
I  would  say  that  it  might  have  been 
slightly  more  in  keeping  with  the 
extreme  simplicity  of  the  style 
adopted,  to  have  omitted  the  small 
ornaments  preceding  and  following 
the  advertiser’s  name,  which  then 
would  have  stood  out  even  more 
sharply  than  now.  Regarding  the 
wording  of  the  advertisement,  while 
the  invitation  “Call  and  see  us  be¬ 
fore  buying”  is  entirely  consistent 
with  what  precedes  and  follows,  yet 
possibly  the  advertisement  would 
have  been  even  stronger  had  these 
words  been  replaced  by  some  equally 
concise  but  fresher  sentence  assigning  a  specific 
reason  why  it  would  be  well  for  the  buyer  to  see 
the  advertiser.  But  taken  as  it  stands  the  ad.  is 
an  excellent  one. 

The  advertisement  of  Fred  D.  Nellis,  of  Cairo, 
Ill.,  beaded  “iPo  Coal  Consumers,”  is  an  example 
of  the  more  steady-going  sort  which  aims  to  se- 


. . .  .September  prices 

i  uy,.  He  might  have  given  them  in  par- 
•diici  columns  with  the  August  prices,  or  more 
briefly,  have  stated  that  there  would  be,  for 
example,  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents 
on  the  date  named.  Ip  the  sentence  following 
price  Quotations  there  is  a  slight  lack  of  clear- 
ness,  it  not  being  made  clear  whether  the  dis¬ 
count  of  five  cents  is  from  the  preceding  prices 
or  from  “Special  prices  in  car  lots.”  These 
criticisms,  however,  have  to  do  with  details  only. 
The  advertisement  as  a  whole  is  to  be  commended 
for  its  general  clearness  and  adherence  to  unity 
of  purpose  throughout. 

In  looking  over  the  considerable  number  of 
newspaper  advertisements  from  which  I  have 
selected  six  for  reproduction  in  connection  with 
this  article,  I  have  made  note  of  several  things 
which  in  some  cases  destroy  and  in  every  case 
mar  the  effect  of  the  advertisement  m  which 
they  occur,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  of  value  to  cite 
enough  examples  of  the  faults  noted  to  put  rny 
readers  upon  their  guard  against  occurrence  in 
their  advertisements.  Chief  among  these  is  the 
matter  of  spelling.  Conspicuous  in  one  ad¬ 
vertisement  is  the  form  coak,  in  another 
“Eggg,”  in  another  “immediatly,”  in  another 
“bigg,”  in  still  another  “frese”  which  only  the 
context  shows  is  intended  for  fresh,  and  lastly 

WINTER 

will  have  no  terrors  if  your 
coal  bin  is  full  of 

D.,  1. 1 W. 

SCRANTON  ANTHRACITE 

It  does  not  clinker. 

$7.65  FOR  AUGUST  DELIVERY 


All  coal  leaving  our  yards 
is  carefully  screened.* 

Let  Us  Be  Your  Coal  Mao. 


Office  comer  Sixth  and  Main  Streets, 
and  Third  Streets. 


“sold  medal,”  presumably  meaning  “gold  rnedal.  ’ 
Probably  every  one  of  these  slips  is  the 
fault  of  the  printer,  as  also  is  the  use  of  the 
two  forms  “threshing”  and  “thrashing,”  in  the 
same  advertisement.  They  serve,  therefore,  to 
illustrate  strongly  the  wisdom  of  insisting  that 
nroof  shall  be  furnished  by  the  printer  before 


to  catch  the  errors  after  the  first  appearance. 
One  of  the  errors  noted  above  occurs  in  four 
copies  of  the  ad.,  appearing  in  as  many  different 
issues  of  the  paper  where  published.  This  cer¬ 
tainly  could  have  been  corrected. 


Yards  Park 


You  Save  a  Ton— 

perhaps  two — of  coal  in  a  season 
if  you  buy  the  right  kind.  That’s 
why  I  keep  calling  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  kind  of  Coal  I  handle. 
I  want  you  to  try  my 

BRIAR  CREEK 

the  best  deep-shaft  Coal  mined 
in  the  Territory — no  slack — no 
slate — but  large,  black  coal.  It 
costs  no  more  than  the  other 
kinds.  Phone  you  know 

N.  F.  CHEADLE. 

Phone  No.  6. 


N.  F.  Cheadle,  of  Guthrie,  Okla.,  has  the  right 
idea  about  advertising.  He  appeals  to  the  pocket- 
book  of  the  coal  consumer.  This  ad.  will  touch 
the  heart  and  secure  the  attention  of  every  one 
who  burns  coal.  Tell  a  man  you  can  save  him 
mrtney  on  his  coal  bills  and  he  will  listen  to  you 
willingly.  Prove  it  to  him  and  you  make  a  friend 
for  life. 

The  Ad  Man. 
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Market  and  Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  October  4. 

Everything  is  moving  along  in  the 
usual  way  in  the  Pittsburg  district. 
“All  at  it.”  This  seems  to  be  the  state 
of  affairs  which  is  especially  applicable 
to  the  coal  and  coke  industry. 

At  all  points  in  the  district  we  hear 
the  same  report ;  busy !  busy  1  busy ! 
and  no  probability  of  a  speedy  let  up. 

There  is  but  one  strike  of  any  im¬ 
portance  in  the  region,  and  the  effect  of 
this  one  has  long  since  been  smothered. 
Not  only  are  all  the  available  mines  in 
active  operation,  but  earnest  efforts  are 
being  made  constantly  by  the  large 
operators,  tending  to  open  up  aban¬ 
doned  mines  wherever  it  is  thought 
practical  to  do  so. 

Shipments  of  both  coke  and  coal  are 
limited  to  the  supply  of  cars  obtainable ; 
the  amount  of  cars  sent  forward  for 
the  week  is  much  greater  than  has  been 
shipped  for  a  long  time. 

The  car  supply  is  still  short,  but  the 
railroads  here  are  deserving  of  praise 
for  the  way  that  they  have  been  hand¬ 
ling  this  vexatious  ])robIem.  Not  only 
the  coal  and  coke  people,  but  shippers 
of  all  kinds,  especially  those  in  the  iron 
and  steel  trade,  have  been  making  life 
miserable  for  the  railroad  man.  There 
is  no  doubt  but  that  much  improvement 
has  been  made  along  these  lines ;  and 
it  is  confidently  anticipated  by  those 
most  vitally  concerned  that  in  the  no 
distant  future  the  railroads  entering 
into  and  leaving  Pittsburg  will  have 
their  car  service  in  satisfactory  shape  to 
all  shippers  in  this  district. 

Much  interest  exists  at  present  among 
the  shippers  of  coal  by  river.  This 
method  of  transportation  is  receiving  a 
very  considerable  share  of  the  attention 
of  the  heavy  shippers  of  all  kinds  of 
merchandise  in  this  section.  It  is 
claimed,  and  justly  so,  that  to  ship  by 
water  is  the  best  and  certainly  the 
speediest  way  to  relieve  the  periodical 
congestion  of  the  railroads.  Along 
these  lines  much  interest  is  being  taken 
in  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river, 
which  has  been  going  on  for  some  time, 
and  which  is  projected  on  a  large  scale. 
The  persons  interested  in  the  Lake 
Erie  canal  are  busy  formulating  their 
plans  and  will  soon  be  after  the  great 
public  for  stock  subscriptions  to  this 
great  enterprise. 

Much  interest  is  being  displayed  also 
by  the  Iniilders  of  steamers  and  barges, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  at  no 
distant  day  the  barges  holding  the  coal 
and  the  steamers  propelling  them  will 
be  made  of  steel. 

At  present  every  car  available  for  coal 
and  coke  is  in  use ;  the  river  shippers 
are  daily  loading  immense  quantities  at 
the  mines  in  the  upper  pools  in  barges 
ready  for  shipment  at  the  first  boat- 
stage  rise  of  the  river,  and  the  shippers 
of  coke  are  more  than  busy,  being  over¬ 
whelmed  with  orders  for  present  and 
future  delivery. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the 
ruling  prices  of  coal  since  last  week. 
Although  there  is  a  heavy  shortage, 
yet  prices  have  not  made  any  material 
advance.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  selling 
strong  at  $1.20@1.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  three-quarter-inch  is  bring¬ 
ing  $1.25@1.35  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ; 
lump  is  listed  at  $1.40@1.55  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  and  slack  is  quoted  at 
8.5@90c  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
which  is  a  slight  advance  over  the  price 
of  one  week  ago.  As  already  inti¬ 
mated,  the  demand  is  heavy  and  pro¬ 
ducers  can  not  keep  up  with  the  rush 
of  orders. 

The  coke  market  shows  an  advance 
over  last  week.  Furnace  grade  is 
strong  at  $3.10@3.20  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens  for  present  delivery,  and  we 
learn  of  contracts  being  made  for  next 
year  at  $3.10.  Foundry  coke  is  higher 
and  is  selling  for  $3.60@3.75  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  Although  prices  are 
higher  than  last  week  on  both  grades, 
and  the  market  is  stronger,  we 


are  advised  that  there  is  coke  for 
sale  at  the  price  quoted  above  for  pres¬ 
ent  delivery.  1  here  is  no  change  to 
report  in  the  market  for  coal  and  coke 
at  retail ;  the  weather  here  has  been 
mild,  and  the  retail  dealers  are  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  run  up  prices  at  present,  al¬ 
though  this  may  be  done  almost  any 
day. 

As  regards  the  future  it  is  hard  to 
prophesy.  It  is  not  likely  that  there 
will  be  any  decrease  of  any  size  in 
the  present  ruling  prices;  nor  is  it  likely 
that  any  increase  over  the  rates  now 
ruling  will  be  large;  everybody  engaged 
in  the  coal  and  coke  business  is  not 
only  busy  and  has  been  so  far  some 
time,  but  is  also  satisfied,  appar¬ 
ently,  with  the  present  prices  and  the 
present  state  of  affairs;  the  inference 
from  this  is  that  there  will  not  be  any 
changes  of  vital  importance  occurring 
in  the  near  future. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES 

Stockholders  of  the  Marion  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Zelionople,  Pa.,  have  asked 
for  a  receiver  for  the  company. 

Busy!  Busier!  Busiest!  This  is  the 
verdict  of  the  coal  and  coke  producers 
of  the  Pittsburg  district  this  week. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.  has  added 
another  new  boat  to  its  list.  The  new 
steamer  is  called  the  Volcaso,  and  is  a 
beauty. 

Capt.  J.  Frank  Tilley  and  W.  H. 
Crump  have  returned  from  the  annual 
convention  of  the  National  Board  of 
Steam  Navigation,  recently  held  in  New 
York  city. 

William  J.  Weixel  has  entered  suit 
against  the  Livengood  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
of  Pittsburg,  to  recover  salary  alleged 
to  be  due  him  as  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  amounting  to  $1,200. 

The  W.  M.  Wood,  a  sea-going  tug 
belonging  to  the  coal  combine,  sank  in 
one  hundred  feet  of  water  thirty  miles 
below  New  Orleans  on  Saturday  last 
while  towing  barges.  The  crew  escaped. 

Francis  L.  Robbins,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  Repub¬ 
lican  state  advisory  committee,  is  at¬ 
tending  a  meeting  of  the  committee  in 
Philadelphia  this  week. 

Capt.  W.  S.  Roe,  manager  of  the 
Pittsburg  &  Morgantown  line,  has  re¬ 
turned  to  the  city  from  Parkersburg, 
where  he  has  been  spending  a  number 
of  days  superintending  repairs  be¬ 
ing  made  to  the  steamer  Kanawha. 

The  A.  R.  Budd  Coal  Co.  has  added 
a  new  boat  to  its  already  excellent  sup¬ 
ply,  having  launched  at  the  Marietta 
yards  of  Capt.  J.  M.  Hammitt  the 
new  Frank  Gilmore,  which  will  take  the 
place  of  the  old  steamer  of  that  name. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  September 
thirtieth  fire  broke  out  in  Model  barge 
No.  83,  owned  by  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
in  the  Ohio  river,  at  Painters  landing, 
and  destroyed  the  greater  part  of  the 
boat. 

The  plant  of  the  Juniata  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  at  Juniataville,  near  Connells- 
ville,  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night 
of  September  thirtieth.  The  loss  is 
placed  at  thirty  thousand  dollars,  partly 
covered  by  insurance.  Two  hundred 
and  fifty  _  men  will  be  thrown  out  of 
work  until  the  works  are  rebuilt. 

A  bill  in  equity  has  been  filed  by 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in  common  pleas  court 
at  Pittsburg  against  the  West  Side  Belt 
Line  Railroad  Co.  and  the  Pittsburg  & 
Lake  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  asking  for  an 
injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants 
from  tearing  down  various  walls  and 
abutments  on  the  river  bank,  which  if 
removed  would  seriously  interfere  with 


the  business  of  the  plaintiffs  and  en¬ 
danger  their  docks  at  the  points  men¬ 
tioned. 

An  increase  in  coke  shipments  for  the 
week  amounts  to  over  one  thousand  tons 
over  the  previous  week’s  product.  The 
week’s  production  is  estimated  at  278,324 
tons.  The  shipments  aggregated  12,071 
cars.  The  shipments  from  the  lower 
Conncllsville  district  aggregated  3,008 
cars,  and  a  total  of  105,047  tons.  I  he 
combined  output  of  both  regions  for  the 
week  aggregated  383,570  tons. 

Papers  have  just  been  filed  at  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  showing  that  Benjamin  Thaw 
and  Alexander  Blair  'I'haw,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  have  appointed  Thomas  Chalmers 
Dorsie  as  a  third  member  of  the  trust 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death 
of  William  R.  Thompson,  in  June  last. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  a  son-in-law  of  the 
late  William  Thaw,  the  originator  and 
owner  of  the  “Thaw  Coke  Trust.” 

In  a  recent  accident,  a  rear  end  col¬ 
lision  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad, 
near  Cumberland,  W.  Va.,  a  number 
of  Pittsburg  people  were  injured;  among 
them  was  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Tilley.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Tilley  were  returning  home 
from  the  meeting  of  the  National  Board 
of  Steam  Navigation  in  New  York. 
Mrs.  Tilley’s  injuries,  although  of  a 
painful  were  not  of  a  serious  nature. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  is  making 
excellent  progress  at  its  new  mines 
in  Washington  county.  About  sixty 
feet  is  the  record  of  the  downward 
progress  of  the  pits.  These  sixty  feet 
have  been  forced  down  through  hard 
and  flinty  rock.  The  work  is  being 
pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
and  it  will  not  be  long  before  the 
great  vein  of  coal  below  the  surface  will 
be  reached. 

The  miners  of  the  Pittsburg  district 
are  not  satisfied  unless  there  is  some¬ 
thing  to  keep  up  a  dissatisfied  state 
of  affairs.  Much  effort  has  been  put 
forth  to  make  capital  and  sentiment  out 
of  the  strike  now  on  at  the  mines  of 
the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  During 
the  week  a  number  of  meetings  have 
been  held  in  the  towns  contiguous  to 


R  A 

NEW  a.nd  RELAYING 

12  to  100  lb.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

L.  B.  Foster  Co., 


STEEL  RAILS 

We  buy  and  sell  all  sizes  of  New  and  Re¬ 
laying  Ralls.  We  have  in  stock  new  light 
rails  from  12-lb.  to  401b.  ready  for  quick 
shipment.  Please  communicate  with  us. 

IROX  CITY  STEEL,  COMPAXY 
Bessemer  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


I  R  A  I  IS 

I  NEW  AND  RELAYING 

Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K,  HIRSCH  CO. 

Frick  Building.  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


the  mines  of  the  glass  company.  The 
subject  of  the  addresses  made  were 
the  “Creighton  strike.”  Prominent 
miners  connected  with  the  local  or¬ 
ganization  made  addresses.  The  result 
of  these  meetings  is  “nil”;  the  miner  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  seems  to  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  the  district,  and  is  content  to  share 
ui  the  present  prosperity  now  existing 
in  this  vicinity. 

'I'en  Pittsburg  river  men,  headed  by 
Capt.  J.  Frank  Tilley,  of  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  left  Pittsburg  on  Monday  night 
for  Cincinnati  to  enter  protests  on  be¬ 
half  of  the  local  shippers  against  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  bridge  at 
Parkersburg.  One  of  the  piers  of  this 
bridge  is  alleged  to  have  been  the  cause 
of  scores  of  accidents  to  coal  tows  and 
the  loss  of  several  fortunes.  The  Mo¬ 
nongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  sent  Captains  Boli,  Dunlevy, 
Reno  and  Morris ;  the  Peoples  Coal  Co. 
will  be  represented  by  Capt.  G.  W. 
Thomas,  and  the  interests  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.  will  be  looked  after  by  Capt. 
J.  W.  Harger.  River  interests  are 
endeavoring  to  have  the  railroad  com¬ 
pelled  to  remove  the  pier. 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 


Frick  Annex  PITTSBUEG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghiogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CONKELLSYILLE  and  W.VA.  COKE 


THE  COMING 

COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day ,  oi  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

We  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OVR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
CUMBERLAND  COAL  CO. 

LAND  TITLE  BLDO.  911  BESSEMER  BLDO. 

PHILADELPHIA,  FA.  PITTSBURG.  PA. 


CP  QRIAIMAM  miner  and  SHIPPER 

■  Ua  DUffIfInll  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"  RELIANCE  "  “  LDPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Buck  mountain''  mine  .4gent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh’'  “Best”  Gas 

“Wilkes  Barre''  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grade.  Bltnmlnons 

ConnellSTlIle,  Latrobe,  Gallitzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

AODRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R.. 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  an  J  tbeir  connections. 
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;oLUMBUs,  Ohio.  October  &.-—(Spe- 
l  Correspondence.) — The  putting  into 
;ct  on  Monday,  the  first  inst.,  of  the 
V  Hocking  Valley  circular  was  an 
nt  emphasized  with  the  first  taste  of 
'thing  like  cool  weather.  While  not 
pronounced  force,  it  has  evidently 
ji  serving  as  a  reminder  to  con- 
ners,  as  the  market  has  remained 
3ng  in  face  of  the  advance  in  prices, 

1  in  the  opinion  of  many  would  have 
od  a  much  greater  increase.  Bo¬ 
stic  lump,  selling  under  the  Septem- 
circular  at  $1.65,  is  now  quoted  at 
rs ;  other  prices  are :  three-quarter 
ip,  $1.65;  run-of-mine,  $1.40;  domes- 
nut,  $1.25;  pea,  $1.10;  nut,  pea  and 
:k,  85c;  coarse  slack,  65c. 

1  very  satisfactory  condition  of  trade 
reported  at  all  headquarters,  and 
ces  seem  to  be  well  maintained.  Bo¬ 
stic  trade  continues  to  gather  in  vol- 
e.  Some  large  steam  contracts  have 
n  secured  during  the  past  week.  The 
spect  of  a  further  car  shortage  on 
ount  of  the  enforcement  of  the  inter- 
te  commerce  law  regarding  air  equip- 
nt  is  said  to  be  acting  as  an  incentive 
big  consumers  to  place  orders  con- 
erably  in  advance  of  their  needs.  It 
:oo  early  yet  to  determine  how  much 
reased  embarrassment  is  to  result 
m  this  law,  which  went  into  effect 
tober  first.  Lake  and  way  business 
;  been  relieved  by  the  action  of  the 
te  railway  commission  in  passing 
orably  upon  the  application  of  the 
,1  roads  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
ict  enforcement  of  this  regulation 
il  the  fifteenth  of  March.  _  The  roads 
'e  complied  with  the  law  in  providing 
enty-five  per  cent  of  their  cars  with 
,  but  it  is  not  always  convenient  to 
ke  up  a  train  having  this  proportion, 
view  of  the  heavy  coal  traffic  in  pros- 
;t  for  the  next  few  months,  and  the 
"dship  it  would  work  to  both 
;rators  and  consumers  to  curtail  the 
Iroads  in  the  use  of  their  rolling  stock, 
5  indulgence  has  been  granted, 
fouching  the  subject  of  car  supply, 
interesting  case  was  brought  in- 
■mally  before  the  commissin  this 
ek  by  a  delegation  of  operators  from 
:  Massillon  district,  and  regular  pro- 
dings  are  now  in  preparation  for 
ag.  The  offender  in  the  case  is  the 
beefing  &  Lake  Erie  railroad,  which  it 
claimed  showed  discrimination  in  the 
tribution  of  cars  in  favor  of  the 
.nna  interests  at  Cleveland.  The  lat- 
has  the  exclusive  use  of  some  four- 
n  hundred  coal  cars,  which  the  rail- 
id  company  contends  are  the  per- 
lal  property  of  the  coal  corporation, 
le  protesting  operators  dispute  this, 
d  profess  to  be  able  to  prove  by  the 
lords  that  it  is  a  subterfuge.  In  addi- 
n  to  the  services  of  these  alleged  pri- 
te  coal  cars,  the_  Hanna  company 
ires  in  the  proportioning  of  all  other 
ailable  cars  belonging  to  the  railway. 
iVhile  the  mines  of  the  Hocking  val- 
•  are  supposed  to  be  able  to  work  half 
le,  the  car  shortage  is  really  much 
)re  serious  than  this  would  indicate, 
le  of  the  big  companies  which  is 
nipped  to  load  250  cars  a  day  state 
it  they  are  not  able  to  scrape  bo¬ 
ther  more  than  eighty  to  eighty-five 
rs.  That  conditions  are  still  worse 
some  sections  of  West  Virginia  is 
iicated  by  a  report  received  from  a 
:al  company  operating  in  the  New 
ver  district,  which  showed  that  on  one 
y  last  week  out  of  a  normal  output 
thirty  thousand  tons  it  was  possible 
secure  cars  for  only  7,500  tons. 
Buring  the  past  week  there  has  been 
number  of  prominent  coal  men  from 
e  northwest  and  other  localities  in¬ 
stigating  the  question  of  car  supply 


and  attempting  to  accelerate  shipments 
on  contracts  in  which  they  are  interested. 

Retail  coal  dealers  which  are  com¬ 
pelled  to  bear  the  brunt  of  public  senti¬ 
ment  o.n  all  matters  at  issue  between 
the  coal  interests  and  the  small  con¬ 
sumer,  are  still  being  made  the  object 
of  newspaper  attack  for  the  upward 
tendency  of  prices.  It  is  claimed^  that 
coal  will  probably  go  to  $4  this  winter, 
which  is  50c  per  ton  more  than  it  ever 
sold  for  in  the  history  of  the  city. 
The  price  is  now  $3.25,  with  rather  a 
weak  market,  but  it  is  understood  that 
within  the  next  week  it  will  be  ad¬ 
vanced  to  $3.50. 

GENERAL  ANB  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

J.  G.  Hoffman,  the  well  known  whole¬ 
sale  coal  man  of  Betroit,  was  in  town 
this  week. 

Mr.  Weist,  of  the  Falling  Rock  Can- 
nel  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  was  in  Co¬ 
lumbus  this  week. 

Thomas  Heap,  of  Anderson  &  Heap, 
coal  dealers  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  was  in 
Columbus  on  Tuesday. 

W.  P.  Bonny,  president  of  the  Bun- 
can  Fuel  Co.,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  paid 
Columbus  a  visit  this  week. 

Peter  Reiss,  president  of  the  Reiss 
Coal  Co.,  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  is  among 
this  week’s  out-of-town  visitors. 

Sidney  McManigal,  president  of  the 
Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  returned  Wednes¬ 
day  from  a  week’s  visit  to  New  York 
city. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  has  returned  from  a 
several  w'eeks’  business  trip  to  the  north¬ 
west. 

The  State  Mine  Inspector’s  bulletin 
for  September  shows  that  fourteen 
miners  were  killed  in  Ohio  during  the 
month. 

E.  L.  Jamison,  assistant  general 
freight  agent  of  the  Toledo  &  Ohio 
Central,  was  a  caller  at  the  offices  of 
the  Hamilton  Coal  Co.  on  Tuesday. 

Maynard  Bros,  have  been  awarded 
tl;e  Toledo  municipal  contract  on  their 
Elkiiorn  coal,  calling  for  some  six  thou¬ 
sand  tons.  By  recent  ordinance  the 
city  in  question  is  compelled  to  burn 
smokeless  coal. 

A.  J.  Atwater,  western  sales  agent, 
Chicago;  C.  J.  Andrews,  northern  sales 
agent,  Betroit,  and  F.  L.  Fenstemacher, 
southwestern  sales  agent,  Indianapoli.s, 
all  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  were  at 
headquarters  here  this  week  for  con- 
fcience. 

Maynard  Bros,  have  contracted  for  the 
entire  output  of  the  Henry  County  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  of  Lookout,  Ky.,  the  prod¬ 
uct  coming  from  the  new  Elkhorn 
smokeless  coal  district  of  Kentucky,  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railway,  'riu* 
maximum  capacity  is  fifteen  hundred 
tuns  daily. 

The  local  stock  market  has  been 
offered  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
of  six  per  cent  preferred  stock  of  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.  on  a  basis  of  seventy-five,  issued 
as  part  of  the  plans  for  meeting  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  the  immense  clay  works  now 
lieing  erected  on  the  company’s  lands  in 
the  Hocking  valley. 

A  movement  is  on  foot,  having  its 
origin  in  labor  circles,  to  re-establish 
the  interstate  agreement  between  miners 
and  operators  in  the  four  states  of  Ohio, 


Indiana,  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania. 
After  an  existence  of  ten  years  the 
mutual  relations  which  prevailed  among 
the  fields  named  were  disrupted  during 
the  recent  strike.  No  official  action  has 
as  >et  been  taken. 

The  Bean  Coal  Co.  has  closed  an  im¬ 
portant  deal  with  the  Huber  Manufac¬ 
turing  Co.,  of  Marion,  Ohio,  the  biggest 
concern  in  existence  devoted  to  thresh¬ 
ers  and  other  farming  machinery,  for 
an  immense  tonnage  of  their  Cambridge 
coal,  the  fife  of  the  contract  extending 
to  March,  1908.  Within  the  past  few 
weeks  this  enterprising  company  has 
landed  seven  large  contracts. 

The  Hocking  Valley  Coal  Exchange 
is  under  new  ownership.  L.  B.  Lamp- 
man  having  disposed  of  his  interests  to 
J.  P.  Commisky  of  Betroit.  W.  H.  Ben- 
net  of  Toledo,  and  C.  E.  Leslie  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  the  latter  having  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  company  in  the  past. 
The  details  of  the  new  organization 
have  not  yet  been  perfected.  'I'he  prop¬ 
erty  consists  of  a  valuable  mine  in  the 
vicinity  of  Nelsonville. 

Samples  of  coal  and  coke  from  the 
new  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  district  are 
now  being  analyzed  at  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity,  this  city,  with  the  vievy  of 
accurately  determining  their  qualities. 
If  the  verdict  proves  as  flattering  as 
is  anticipated,  an  important  addition 
will  be  made  to  the  operations  of  the 
Hisylvania  Coal  Co.  For  some  weeks 
past  President  J.  W.  Blower  has  been 
making  exhaustive  investigations  in 
this  territory,  and  has  now  under  option 
a  mine  with  450  acres  of  coal  lands, 
with  seemingly  inexhaustible  supply, 
equal  for  coking  purposes,  it  is  claimed, 
with  the  McConnellsville  vein. 

F.  G.  Hatton,  secretary  of  the  Middle 
States  Coal  Co.,  has  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion,  to  take  effect  the  latter  part  of 
October.  His  successor  has  not  yet  been 
decided  upon.  A  very  flattering  testi¬ 
monial  to  Mr.  Hatton’s  abilities,  con¬ 
sidering  the  fact  that  he  is  but  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  has  come  to  him  in 
the  form  of  the  vice-presidency  of  the 
Atlantic  &  Western  railway,  a  small  fine 
in  the  southern  lumber  regions.  His 
headquarters  will  be  at  Sanford,  N.  C. 
Mr.  Hatton  has  been  with  the  Middle 
States  since  its  organization  five  years 
ago,  and  for  a  long  period  previous  to 
that  was  connected  with  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co. 


Should  you  be  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  Kanawha  Splint 
and  Gas  or  New  River 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coals 
just  drop  the  hint  to  the 

KANAWHA  ^  OHIO  FUEL  CO. 

MINERS  and  SHIPPERS 
405-406  Hayden  Bldg.  •  Columbus,  Ohio 


A  B  WilltoD.  Jat.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Binni 

The  Capitol  Coal  4 
Coke  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas, 

Youghiogheny, 

Thacker,  Hocking, 

Capitol  Splint  and 
Westnooreland  Gas  Coal 

FOUNDRY.  FURNACE  AND 
DOMESTIC  COKE 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


Mine  31.  -  Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Olfice:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers 

Superior  TKick  Veirv 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  a;  d 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 
149  BROADWAY, 

COR.  LIBERTY  ST. 


Perforated  Pute 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manuiactured  by  the 
Seckett  Screen  Co.,  Pre- 
donln,N.  Y..are  fini  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  In  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonla.  N.Y. 
We  bare  no  branch  bouse  at  Cbicaco  or  elsewhere  In  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 
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Southern 

Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Sonthern  Enterprises. 

The  Capital  Coal  Co.,  Biriningham, 
Ala.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $60,000  by  William  E. 
Leake,  C.  Exum,  John  B.  Carrington, 
H.  E.  McCarmack  and  P.  Norwell. 

The  Chatfield  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Ashland,  Ky.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
of  the  company  are  W.  W.  Hall,  O.  P. 
Chatfield  and  R.  G.  Chatfield,  all  of  Ash¬ 
land. 

The  Tye  Fork  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Barbourville,  Ky.,  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  two  liundred  acres 
of  coal  land  which  it  owns  on  the  Cum¬ 
berland  railroad.  The  company  is  com¬ 
posed  of  local  capitalists. 


The  Garland  County  Mining  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Little  Hot  Springs 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The 
company  proposes  to  do  a  general  min¬ 
ing  business  in  Garland  county  and  to 
maintain  general  offices  at  Hot  Springs. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Elk  Valley 
Mining  Co.,  Elk  Valley,  Tenn.,  has  been 
increased  from  $50,000  to  $125,000. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Eagle  Coal  Co., 
Oliver  Springs,  Term.,  has  begun  the 
development  of  coal  properties  on  an 
extensive  scale. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is 
contemplating  the  construction  of  two 
new  spur  lines,  one  from  the  Wheeling 
and  Pittsburg  division  to  the  vicinity 
of  Zollarsville,  where  extensive  coal 
fields  will  be  reached,  and  the  other  from 


Connellsville,  Pa.,  to  the  Trotter  coke 
plant  on  the  Ohio  &  Baltimore  short 
line  branch. 

The  coal  mine  of  the  Bakewell  Coal 
Co.,  Georgetown,  W.  Va.,  has  been 
placed  in  operation.  All  machinery  in 
and  about  the  mine  is  thoroughly  up- 
todate. 

The  Sloss,  Sheffield  Coal,  Iron  & 
Steel  Co.  will  spend  $100,000  making  im¬ 
provements  and  additions  to  its  already 
large  plant  at  Dora,  Ala.  New  coal 
washers,  tipples  and  other  buildings  will 
be  erected. 

The  South  &  Western  railroad  is  con¬ 
templating  the  expenditure  of  $25,000,000 
in  the  construction  of  a  branch  to 
reach  what  has  long  been  known  as  “the 
heart  of  America’s  coal  fields’’  in  Tennes¬ 
see.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  will  also 


expend  a  large  sum  in  the  building  of 
the  Big  Sandy  branch,  which  will  be 
seventy-seven  miles  in  length.  This  lat¬ 
ter  branch  will  reach  a  coal  field  aggre¬ 
gating  130,000  acres  in  northern  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

F.  H.  Crockard,  general  manager  of 
the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Bir¬ 
mingham  Ala.  is  closing  contracts  for 
improvements  to  approximate  $7,000,000. 
When  these  improvements  have  been 
made  the  company’s  output  will  be 
greatly  increased. 

An  agreement  between  the  Maryland 
Trust  Co.  and  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 
has  been  filed  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.. 
covering  the  details  of  an  increase  in  the 
coal  company’s  car  equipment.  Bonds 
bearing  interest  at  five  per  cent  and  pay¬ 
able  semi-annually  will  be  issued  by  the 
company  to  the  sum  of  $1,944,000. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURG 


f  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK. 

BRANCH  offices: 


E.  O.  SCHERMBRHORN,  Elastern  Sales  Afent, 
141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  ft  CO., 

40  Meadow  Street,  New  Haven  Conn. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

F.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  lU. 
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General  Review 

As  the  time  approaclies  for  the  annual  inigration  of  the  wild 
geese  southward,  indicating  that  winter  weather  is  near,  the  coal 
trade  naturally  grows  stronger.  Excellent  reports  are  coining  from 
every  section  of  the  country.  The  upward  trend  of  the  market  has 
lieen  accentuated  by  the  little  spurts  of  cold  weather  which  have  pre¬ 
dominated  during  the  week.  As  soon  as  the  weather  man  can  keep 
the  mercury  down  to  the  thirty-two  point  for  a  little  while  every  coal 
operator  will  be  so  busy  that  all  his  time  will  be  absorbed  in  promptly 
filling  an  avalanche  of  orders  and  following  cars  to  their  destination. 
The  weak  point  in  the  market  is  screenings.  However,  it  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  conditions  have  much  inijiroved.  The  districts  suffering 
most  from  car  shortage  are  those  in  West  Virginia  and  the  Hocking 
Valley.  The  heavy  crops  of  the  northwest,  of  course,  must  take 
jirecedence  in  transportation  over  nonperishable  commodities.  Money 
is  free  and  farmers  have  not  been  anxious  to  sell  their  crops.  It  is 
reported  that  there  are  800  million  bushels  of  wheat  and  2,700  million 
bushels  of  corn  awaiting  transportation.  Grain  elevators  and  other 
store  houses  are  crowded  to  their  full  capacity.  When  this  vast 
amount  of  wealth  from  the  soil  begins  to  move  to  market  it  will 
produce  such  a  car  stringency  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for 
coal  dealers  to  secure  enough  coal  to  meet  current  orders.  The  great 
industrial  activity  which  now  characterizes  this  country,  greater  than 
ever  before,  requires  a  constantly  increasing  amount  of  coal  to  furnish 
sufficient  motive  power.  This  demand  is  also  augmented  by  the 
building  of  hundreds  of  sky  scrapers  in  all  the  larger  cities,  which 
are  using  large  quantities  of  iron  in  their  construction.  This  iron, 
of  course,  requires  in  the  smelting,  a  vast  amount  of  coal.  For  this 
and  other  reasons  the  amount  of  coal  used  for  producing  coke  has 
increased  tremendously  during,  the  last  year,  amounting  to  nearly 
twelve  million  tons. 

Outgrowing  Our  Railroads. 

Another  aspect  of  the  situation  is  of  extreme  interest.  Statisties 
show  that  the  increase  in  manufactured  articles  in  this  country  is 
sixty  per  cent  greater  than  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cars  placed 
in  service  by  the  railroads.  This  simply  proves  that  we  are  outgrow¬ 
ing  the  capaeity  of  the  common  carriers  to  take  care  of  the  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  amount  of  merchandise  offered  for  transportation. 
Statistics  from  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  show  that  the 
average  freight  car  is  lying  idle  on  an  average  of  twenty-three  hours 
out  of  twenty-four  every  day.  The  railroads  have  in  service  al)Out 
1,692,194  freight  cars,  wliich  travel  a  distance  of  9,849,576,535  miles. 
This  is  not  due  to  lack  of  motive  power  as  is  sometimes  claimed,  for 
reports  indicate  that  there  is  one  freight  engine  for  every  sixty-two 
freight  cars.  It  is  obvious  that  the  chief  difficulty  is  a  lack  of  sys¬ 
tem  on  the  part  of  all  the  railroads  to  move  freight  cars  with  the 
greatest  dispatch  and  efficiency.  It  has  been  suggested  that  a  car 
clearing  house  should  be  formed,  probably  in  Chicago,  which  is  the 
greatest  traffic  center,  the  duty  of  which  would  be  to  disburse  cars 
fearlessly  in  accordance  with  the  highest  good  of  the  country  and  the 
comparative  demand  of  shippers.  The  constantly  increasing  com¬ 
mercial  piosperity  of  the  country '  demands  that  railroad  men  solve 
the  car  shortage  problem  in  the  near  future  because  inability  to 
deliver  freight  promptly  means  a  loss  of  millions  of  dollars  to  manu¬ 
facturers  and  coal  operators  and  all  who  are  engaged  in  competitive 
business.  It  is  obvious  that  the  shipping  public  would  have  prompter 
and  better  service  if  there  were  less  watered  stock,  more  competent 
help  serving  shorter  hours,  better  railroad  equipment,  shorter  and 
faster  trains,  more  double  track  and  mileage,  and  a  sufficient  number 
of  freight  ears  to  take  care  of  the  commodities  offered  for  transit. 

State  of  Eastern  Coal  Trade. 

Eeports  from  eastern  markets  are  encouraging.  The  trade  in 
New  York  shows  a  better  tone  both  in  anthracite  and  bituminous. 
'I’he  car  shortage  is  affecting  the  supply  to  such  an  extent  that  many 
operators  have  a  large  number  of  orders  which  they  are  not  able  to 
fill  promptly.  It  is  reported  that  many  of  the  eastern  roads  have  only 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  number  of  cars  demanded  to  transport  the 
commodities  offered  for  transit.  The  low  ocean  freight  rates  have  been 


of  tKe  Markets. 

an  inducement  for  a  large  nundjer  of  shippers  to  forward  as  much 
tonnage  as  possible.  This,  of  course,  has  made  a  great  demand  on 
transportation  agencies.  i\fucli  improvement  is  r(‘])orted  in  the  trade 
along  Long  Island  sound,  but  the  amount  of  busine.ss  in  New  York 
liarbor  .has.jiot  increased  sufficiently  to  warrant  special  comment, 
'rhereqs’al^b  an  Imp''()vement  in  tlie  all  rail  trade  which  is  encourag¬ 
ing'.'  It  should ’be’ noted  that  the  renmsylvania  railroad  is  perhai)s 
gj'.  irtg'th'e  besti°,ear  -service  of  any  of  tlie  eastern  lines.  The  coast 
-M  isc- trado  iV 'suffering  from  a  shortage  of  vessels  and  freight  rates 
are  incre.aeingi.  Trade  on  the  great  lakes  and  Buffalo  port  is  more 
brisk  Ih/n'’ ih  yVhA^  Lake  shipments  during  the  ])ast  week  have  been 
exceptionally  large  and  much  above  normal.  Kegarding  the  car 
situation  reports  indicate  that  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  re¬ 
ported  last  week.  Many  oj)erators  claim  they  are  two  weeks  behind 
in  their  deliveries  and  that  some  of  the  mines  are  running  only  on 
half  time.  These  conditions  no  doubt  will  jjrevail  until  the  close 
of  navigation,  when  it  is  hoped  there  may  be  some  relief.  Trade  in 
the  Chesapeake  and  Baltimore  districts  is  reported  on  the  upward 
trend.  Tide  water  business  is  improving,  but  receipts  of  coal  are 
very  low  on  account  of  the  car  shortage.  ]\Iany  customers  are  clamor¬ 
ing  for  coal,  but  dealers  wbo  are  endeavoring  to  fill  contracts  promptly 
are  compelled  to  disaj)point  them.  An  advance  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  cents  is  reported  in  those  classes  of  coal  which  have  been  a 
drug  on  the  market  for  the  ])ast  few  weeks.  Coke  is  very  scarce  and 
the  price  is  advancing,  l.abor  troubles  predominate  in  this  section. 
The  anthracite  market  is  growing  stronger  and  an  increased  supply 
is  coming  into  the  market.  In  general  the  eastern  markets  indicate 
that  the  balance  of  the  year  will  prove  exceptionally  ))rosperous. 

West  Virginia  Coal  Trade  Active. 

Every  wind  brings  a  good  omen  to  some  one.  Operators  in  the 
southern  field  were  hopeful  that  recent  troubles  with  Cuba  would 
bring  forth  a  great  demand  for  Pocahontas  coal,  which  is  most  ex¬ 
cellent  steamship  fuel.  However,  cold  October  weather,  with  a  de¬ 
mand  for  artificial  heat,  will  no  doubt  keep  the  mines  .so  busy  that 
operators  will  have  no  time  to  brood  over  disappointments.  Already 
it  is  reported  that  the  supply  can  not  promptly  take  care  of  contract 
trade  owing  to  the  deplorable  car  situation.  Labor  troubles  are  also 
responsible  for  mitigating  the  output  of  the  mines.  The  Kanawha 
trade  is  reported  much  brighter  than  at  any  time  since  last  spring. 
The  Louisville  district  reports  that  river  and  all  rail  trade  is  strong 
and  there  is  constant  talk  of  advancing  prices.  The  car  situation  on 
the  railroads  south  of  the  Ohio  river  is  somewhat  improved,  and  it  is 
believed  that  the  possibility  of  freight  congestion  is  much  less  on 
the  northern  and  western  lines.  In  general  the  state  of  the  trade  in  the 
southern  district  shows  a  marked  improvement. 

The  Western  Coal  Market  Strong. 

The  constant  cry  of  operators  is  to  the  effect  that  sufficient  cars 
can  not  be  secured  to  move  the  coal  from  the  mines  to  dealers.  Op¬ 
erators  have  all  the  orders  on  file  which  they  can  promptly  till.  Good 
demand  for  coal  is  reported  from  Kansas  City  and  retail  dealers  are 
already  asking  for  an  e.xtra  amount  of  time  to  make  deliveries.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  use  of  natural  gas  in  western  territory  will  not 
appreciably  affect  the  demand  for  coal.  The  car  situation  is  not 
much  improved  and  railroads  do  not  seem  to  satisfactorily  relieve 
the  freight  congestion.  The  amount  of  coal  being  mined  in  Missouri 
and  the  western  fields  is  re])ortcd  less  than  the  normal  output.  It  is 
reported  from  Cincinnati  that  the  worst  car  shortage  in  several  years 
is  being  experienced  in  that  district.  Betail  business  is  booming  and 
rivei  coal  shippers  arc  enjoying  the  benefit  of  a  rise  in  the  head 
waters  of  the  Kanawha,  enabling  them  to  i)ush  large  quantities  of 
coal  to  market.  Kiver  tipple  mines  are  ru.shed  and  running  fuU 
capacity.  Indianapolis  reports  the  same  old  story  relative  to  car 
shortage.  Conditioms,  however,  on  the  Big  Four  show  a  great  im¬ 
provement,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  railroad  commission  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  bringing  about  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  to  thirty-seven 
and  one-half  per  cent  in  freight  traffic  on  coal  in  the  Indiana  field. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  October  12. 

The  first  flurry  of  snow  yesterday  filled  the 
coal  man’s  heart  with  joy.  This  morning  al¬ 
most  everyone  was  too  busy  filling  orders  to 
talk  about  the  market.  Many  jobbers  are  al¬ 
ready  turning  down  requests  for  many  of  the 
leading  brands  of  coal.  Ihe  little  chilliness 
in  the  weather  is  having  its  usual  effect.  On 
the  whole  the  market  is  on  the  upward  trend. 
Ihe  prices  of  screenings  are  better  than  last 
week.  As  the  season  advances  domestic  sizes 
are  more  in  demand,  ihis,  of  course,  is  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  starting  of  fires  in  lurnaces  and 
the  usual  activity  ot  the  retailers  in  supply¬ 
ing  enough  coal  to  fill  curent  orders,  it  is 
generally  known  that  there  is  quite  a  quantity 
ot  coal  in  yarus  winch  must  De  disposed  ol 
beiore  ttie  retail  traue  win  sliow  any  great 
eiiect  upon  tlie  market,  iliis  stock,  up  to  tne 
present  time,  has  been  almost  suincient  to 
supply  the  current  demand.  Dealers  wbo  have 
placed  rush  oraers  have  experienced  much 
dimculty  in  getting  coal  promptly.  Aiinost  all 
ot  the  raiiroaus  which  enter  tlie  coal  lields 
are  congested  with  Ireight.  ibis  is  due  to  the 
large  amount  ol  mercliandise  and  agricultural 
prouucts  which  are  being  moved  at  tins  season 
of  the  year. 

Car  Supply  Situation. 

There  is  no  other  factor  which  affects  the 
supply  and  demand  of  coal  so  much  as  the 
car  shortage,  ihis  is  felt  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try.  All-rail  trade  is  not  receiving  prompt 
deliveries.  The  greatest  difficulty,  however, 
is  experienced  at  the  mines.  In  some  of  the 
western  territory  cars  seem  to  be  more  plentiful. 
On  account  of  the  tremendous  transportation 
of  gram  the  vessel  freight  rates  on  coal  con¬ 
tinue  strong.  There  are  a  large  number  ot 
instances  which  go  to  show  that  the  car  short¬ 
age  this  year  has  outdistanced  probably  every 
other  season  in  the  past.  Statistics  prove  that 
the  Big  Four  railroad  is  hauling  about  twice 
as  much  coal  this  week  as  last,  which  indi¬ 
cates  that  this  road  at  least  is  doing  all  in  its 
power  to  relieve  the  strained  conditions.  The 
large  blockade  at  Terre  Haute  has  been  brok¬ 
en,  freeing  one  hundred  cars  which  were 
brought  in  by  the  Southern  Indiana  and  the 
Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  railroads.  This 
has  permitted  the  mines  along  the  lines  of 
these  roads  to  begin  operations  again,  and 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  getting  coal  from 
the  Indiana  field  is  somewhat  lessened. 

In  general  the  western  traffic  situation  is 
not  much  improved.  It  should  be  noted  at 
this  point  that  none  of  the  trunk  lines  have 
sufficient  cars  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
tremendous  tonnage  of  merchandise  which  is 
being  offered  for. transportation.  Owing  to  the 
great  prosperity  of  the  country  the  railroads 
have  not  kept  up  with  the  large  amount  of 
manufactured  articles  offered  for  commerce, 
and  the  vast  productions  of  the  soil  which  this 
year  are  greatly  augmented.  Throughout  the 
west  it  is  generally  reported  that  money  is 
plentiful.  This  has  a  tendency  to  induce  far¬ 
mers  to  hold  their  crops  for  better  prices. 
For  this  reason  there  are  large  quantities  of 
grain  and  wheat  and  other  agricultural  prod¬ 
ucts  in  the  west  and  northwest  which  have  not 
yet  commenced  to  move  eastward  and  as  soon 
as  this  transportation  becomes  a  reality  alb  of 
the  western  roads  will  experience  a  great  con¬ 
gestion  of  freight  which  will  of  course  hinder 
the  prompt  delivery  of  coal.  There  are  hun¬ 
dreds  of  cars  at  the  present  time  on  side  tracks 


which  can  not  be  moved  for  lack  of  motive 
power.  Statistics,  however,  show  that  there 
is  one  engine  for  every  sixty-five  freight  cars, 

-  and  investigation  of  this  matter  seems  to 
•evi<Tce  •tbe*  facts  that  if  all  the  roads  were 
working  in  r.armony  much  of  the  congestion 
could  bp.  eliminated.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  many  of  the  radvoads  are  cutting  the  rates 
bh  coal.'  The'MohicrT  noad,  we  understand,  has 
reduced  its  tariff  on  coal  25  to  331^  per  cent. 
This  eliminates  ihe  differences  which  have 
'  been*  imder  litigation  during  the  past  few 
weeks.  It  is  interesting  to  note  in  passing 
that  this  is  one  of  the  good  results  of  the 
rate  law  which  went  into  effect  recently.  It  is 
also  reported  that  the  Rock  Island  road  is 
preparing  a  new  coal  tariff  schedule  which  will 
be  effective  in  Minnesota,  to  meet  the  cut  rates 
of  the  Great  Northern  and  other  roads.  These 
reductions  of  tariff  will  not  affect  coal  trans¬ 
portation  for  some  time  since  all  new  tariffs 
must  be  filed  with  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  for  thirty  days  before  they  be¬ 
come  operative.  No  doubt  the  effect  of  these 
cuts  will  produce  a  lowering  of  rates  on  other 
roads.  North  Dakota  and  Minnesota  are  en¬ 
joying  a  lower  freight  rate  for  coal  transpor¬ 
tation  which  has  been  brought  about  by  in¬ 
vestigations  of  the  Minnesota  State  Railroad 
Commission. 

Report  is  received  from  the  Hocking  valley 
that  no  more  freight  cars  will  be  accepted  which 
are  not  properly  equipped  with  air  brakes  in 
accordance  with  the  new  interstate  commerce 
law.  This,  of  course,  will  affect  lake  and  all¬ 
rail  trade  because  it  will  take  nearly  four 
thousand  cars  out  of  service.  It  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  even  now  to  get  sufficient  cars  to  move 
the  coal  from  the  Ohio  field,  but  after  this 
order  becomes  effective  the  car  stringency  will 
be  much  greater  than  at  present.  The  new 
schedule  of  car  allotment  in  the  New  River 
and  Kanawha  coal  fields,  which  recently  went 
into  effect  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad, 
is  said  to  have  caused  good  results,  and  local 
operators  are  now  in  position  to  secure  a  suf¬ 
ficient  supply  of  cars  to  enable  them  to  keep 
up  the  production  of  their  mines_  to  normal 
capacity.  The  assignment  of  cars  in  effect  on 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  as  well  as  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  road  is  claimed  to  somewhat  re¬ 
lieve  conditions,  but  the  general  opinion  is 
that  the  effect  is  not  appreciable.  On  the 
whole  the  car  situation  has  reached  such 
strained  proportions  that  it  is  evident  all  the 
railroads  will  be  compelled  to  give  the  matter 
of  car  shortage  their  very  best  attention. 
Otherwise  when  severe  cold  weather  comes 
and  freight  is  retarded  by  snow  storms,  the 
car  shortage  will  exceed  the  highest  expecta¬ 
tions  of  the  most  conservative.  Dealers  there¬ 
fore,  who  desire  to  serve  their  trade  promptly 
will  lose  no  time  in  placing  orders  for  coal 
immediately. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

The  amount  of  anthracite  used  in  residences 
for  heating  is  constantly  increasing.  Everyone 
now  realizes  that  winter  will  soon  be  here  and 
the  orders  are  coming  in  rapidly.  Car  short¬ 
age  is  the  predominating  feature  and  has  al¬ 
ready  retarded  deliveries,  the  greatest  diffi¬ 
culty  being  experienced  at  the  mines.  There 
is  a  great  shortage  of  box  cars  required  for 
western  shipments  which  is  occasioned  by  the 
tremendous  amount  of  agricultural  products 
and  perishable  freight  offered  for  transporta¬ 
tion.  It  is  claimed  by  some  railroad  officials 
that  the  demand  for  box  cars  this  year  is 
twenty-six  per  cent  greater  than  at  the  same 
time  last  season.  Large  quantities  of  grain 
are  arriving  at  Buffalo  in  vessels  demanding 


prompt  movement.  Receipts  of  coal  at  lake 
ports  are  way  behind  shipments  as  compared 
with  last  year.  As  soon  as  the  retail  dealers 
dispose  of  the  coal  which  they  have  in  stock 
the  demand  will  become  very  brisk  and  the 
anthracite  market  will  show  great  activity. 
On  account  of  the  extreme  car  shortage, 
which  without  doubt,  will  develop  in  the  near 
future,  dealers  should  place  orders  for  coal 
as  early  as  possible.  Even  now  the  anthracite 
companies  are  accepting  all  orders  conditional 
as  to  delivery.  The  October  circular  quotes 
grade  or  broken  at  $6.25;  egg,  $6.50;  stove, 
$6.50,  and  chestnut,  $6.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Youghiogheny  market  remains  strong. 
Operators  are  experiencing  great  difficulty  in 
securing  sufficient  transportation  facilities  to 
fill  contracts.  Three-quarter  inch  lump  is 
quoted  at  $3.20{g/3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and 
a  quarter  lump  $3.20@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
mine  run  $3.10@3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Spot  coal 
is  very  scarce;  prices  are  liable  to  advance  any 
day. 

Indiana  Coals  in  Great  Demand. 

The  car  situation  in  this  field  is  somewhat 
relieved.  The  condition  of  the  market  is  char¬ 
acterized  as  being  very  strong  on  all  grades 
of  coal  coming  from  this  district.  Four-inch 
lump  and  four  inch  egg,  Sullivan  and  Green 
county  coals  are  quoted  today  at  $2.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  mine  run,  inch  and  a  quarter  Sullivan 
county  egg  and  inch  and  a  quarter  Green 
county  lump  are  bringing  $2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  market  on  both  grades  is  very  firm. 

Illinois  Coals  Active. 

It  is  reported  that  the  mines  in  the  Carter- 
ville  district  are  running  only  about  one-third 
to  two-thirds  of  the  time.  The  car  service  is 
much  improved  and  a  larger  tonnage  of  coal 
is  coming  into  market  this  week  from  this 
district  than  last.  There  is  a  good  demand 
for  six-inch  lump  and  the  price  demanded  is 
$1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
six  inch  domestic  egg  is  bringing  the  same 
quotation;  No.  3  washed  egg  was  quoted  this 
morning  at  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago;  No.  2  washed  nut,  $1.60  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  4 
washed  pea,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  5  washed  slack,  80c  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine,  or  $1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  amount  of  coal  produced  in  the  Spring- 
field  district  is  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
average  capacity.  The  car  shortage  is  about 
the  same  this  week  as  last.  The  Alton  and 
Wabash  railroads  are  using  every  means  to 
relieve  the  car  shortage  and  it  is  reported  that 
transportation  facilities  are  just  about  as  good 
on  one  road  as  on  the  other.  It  is  reported 
that  the  mines  are  producing  much  less 
screenings  than  during  the  past  few  weeks, 
which  no  doubt  will  make  the  market  stronger 
on  this  class  of  coal.  It  is  pleasing  to  note 
that  already  the  market  on  screenings  is  im¬ 
proving.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  are  $1@1.05; 
mine  run,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a 
half  lump,  $2@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  six  inch 
lump,  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  and  six  inch 
egg,  $2@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  market  on 
six  inch  egg  and  lump  is  strong,  but  the  de¬ 
mand  for  inch  and  a  half  lump  is  much  greater 
than  usual,  making  the  market  very  firm; 
in  the  case  of  mine  run  the  market  is  strong. 

Wilmington  chunks  are  quoted  at  $2.25  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine;  lump,  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  egg, 
$2@2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  the  market  is 
strong.  Trenton  sootless  coal  is  bringing 
$1.90  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  six  inch  lump  and 
egg,  and  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  two  and  a 
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half  inch  screened  nut.  The  demand  for  this 
coal  is  firm  and  since  the  production  is_  not 
up  to  the  average  capacity  the  price  is  liable 
to  be  advanced  at  any  time.  The  market  on 
Franklin  county  lump  is  very  strong  at  $1.75 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
egg;  nut  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three-quarter 
inch  screenings,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  65c. 

The  Kentucky  coals  which  come  into  this 
market  are  in  good  demand  because  the  car 
shortage  does  not  bring  sufficient  quantities 
at  the  present  time  to  fill  contracts  promptly. 
Six  inch  domestic  lump  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  $3.85; 
six  inch  domestic  egg.  $3.65  in  open  cars. 

The  Hocking  Market  Very  Strong. 

It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
of  Ohio  coals  in  this  market  this  week.  Deal¬ 
ers  who  have  made  a  search  for  spot  coal 
have  been  disappointed.  There  is  also  a  scarc¬ 
ity  of  the  smaller  sizes.  Hocking  inch  and  a 
quarter  lump  is  bringing  $1.75  in  open  cars 
or  $1.85  in  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  or  $3.50 
@3.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Hocking  pile  run  is 
quoted  at  $3.15;  Hocking  screened  nut,  $3.55; 
Hocking  screenings  at  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  docks. 
Jackson  Hill  domestic  lump  is  quoted  at  $4.25 


in  open  cars  and  $4.50  in  box  cars  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

It  is  reported  that  the  mines  are  producing 
about  eighty  per  cent  of  their  capacity,  that 
the  car  supply  is  fair  and  that  the  market  is 
firm.  All  the  West  Virginia  coals  are  in  good 
demand,  but  jobbers  are  unable  to  fill  orders 
promptly  on  account  of  lack  of  transportation 
facilities.  Pocahontas  lump  is  quoted  at  $2@ 
$2.25  f.  O.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.05@4.30  f.  O.  b. 
Chicago;  mine  run,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg,  $2@2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the,  mine,  or  $4.05@4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
market  on  New  River  coal  is  much  stronger 
than  last  week;  there  is  practically  no  mine 
run  in  the  market.  Lump  is  quoted  at  $2@ 
2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.05  to  $4.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  mine  run,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.40  f.  o  b.  Chicago;  egg,  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  market 
on  Black  Band  coal  is  very  firm,  lump  and 
washed  egg  bringing  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Very  poor  car  service  is  reported  in  the 
districts  producing  Winifrede  splint.  The 
mines  are  operating  only  about  two  days  per 
week.  Winifrede  splint  is  quoted  today  at 
$3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  nut,  $3.80  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  The  price  on  Kanawha  splint  is  the 


same  as  was  quoted  for  Winifrede.  Fairmont 
coal  is  very  scarce,  not  a  sufficient  quantity 
being  in  the  market  to  take  care  of  contracts. 
Orders  are  piling  up  for  this  coal  and  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  price  is  looked  for  in  the  near  future. 
Three-quarter-inch  lump  is  bringing  $3.15  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago  and  the  market  is  very  strong. 
As  soon  as  the  car  shortage  in  the  West 
Virginia  district  increases,  which  is  probable 
under  the  prevailing  conditions,  the  market 
for  these  coals  will  of  course  grow  stronger 
and  stronger  until  it  will  be  impossible  to 
promise  any  date  on  which  orders  will  be 
executed. 

On  the  whole  the  Chicago  market  this  week 
shows  an  upward  trend  and  only  a  little 
more  continuous  cold  weather  is  needed  to 
produce  such  an  avalanche  of  orders  that 
prompt  deliveries  will  be  impossible.  _  Winter 
weather  is  very  near;  navigation  will  close 
in  a  few  weeks;  the  demand  for  coal  is  grow¬ 
ing  stronger  as  the  weather  grows  colder. 
Dealers  who  are  putting  off  the  purchasing 
of  winter  supplies  will  wake  up  to  the  fact 
that  they  can  not  get  coal  on  account  of  the 
tremendous  car  shortage  and  freight  blockades 
which  are  sure  to  take  place  as  soon  as  the 
crops  in  the  western  territory  begin  to  move 
to  market. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  October  13,  1906. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.)— “Nothing  new”  is  the  briefest  pos¬ 
sible  resume  of  the  coal  situation  in  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  district  again  this  week.  Almost  with¬ 
out  exception  this  was  the  curt  reply  given  in 
nearly  every  coal  office  entered  this  week  when 
asking  for  coal  news.  “Nothing  new,”  however, 
means  to  persons  outside  of  Cincinnati  a  lot  of 
things  just  now.  It  means,  for  instance,  that 
there  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the  worst 
car  shortage  ever  witnessed  in  the  district.  It 
means  also  that  there  is  a  very  active  demand 
for  nearly  all  kinds  of  coal,  and  it  rneans  that 
there  is  a  constant  upward  tendency  in  prices. 
$2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  now  the  accepted 
current  quotation  of  both  New  River  and  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  lump  and  egg  coal.  While  a  few 
concerns  are  taking  orders  at  this  price,  most 
of  the  producing  and  shipping  companies  are 
so  far  behind  in  their  shipments  that  they  can 
not  take  any  more  orders  at  any  price,  and  all 
they  can  do  is  to  get  after  the  railroads  and 
swear.  New  River  and  Pocahontas  run-of- 
mine  is  worth  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  is 
in  good  demand  at  this  price.  Some  dealers 
who  can  dispose  of  the  fine  coal,  are  buying  run 
of  mine  and  forking  it,  selling  the  lump  to  fa¬ 
milies  and  taking  chances  on  getting  rid  of  the 
screenings,  because  they  can  get  run-of-mine 
a  great  deal  more  promtply  than  lump  or  egg; 
but  the  majority  of  small  dealers  have  absolutely 
no  use  for  fine  coal,  and  they  are  compelled  to 
wait  their  turn  to  get  the  domestic  sizes. 

In  a  number  of  offices  which  make  a  specialty 
of  splint  coal,  order  books  were  shown  this 
week  showing  stacks  of  orders  for  splint  lump 
at  nearly  all  prices  from  $1.65  to  $2.00  a  ton  at  the 
mines.  The  “unfilled  orders”  in  a  number  of 
offices  were  formidable  looking  piles.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  splint  lump  and  egg  this  week  Ips 
been  excellent  and  the  demand  for  run-of-mine 
has  been  altogether  satisfactory.  One  company 
rather  proudly  showed  an  order  received  for 
run-of-mine  at  $1.30  a  ton  at  the  mines.  This, 
of  course,  is  above  the  market;  but  as  noted 
a  number  of  times,  the  tendency  in  all  quota¬ 
tions  is  upward,  and  it  is  now  believed  by  nearly 
all  the  dealers  that  one  dollar  run-of-mine  is 
a  thing  of  the  past.  As  far  as  could  be  learned, 
$1.10  is  now  the  minimum  price  of  splint  run- 
of-mine.  Nut  and  slack  seemed  a  little  more 
plentiful  this  week,  but  none  was  reported  sold 
below  60  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  most  of 
it  brought  more  money  to  its  owners. 

The  retail  business  is  enjoying  a  real  boom  as 
an  immediate  result  of  a  terrific  cold  wave  this 
week.  From  summer  to  winter  in  a  week  is  a 
startling  proposition,  yet  this  condition  confronted 
everybody,  both  those  who  had  bought  their 
coal,  and  those  who  had  not,  this  week.  There 
was  great  hurrying  by  many  heads  of  families. 


therefore,  to  order  coal  during  the  past  few 
days,  and  as  a  result,  the  retail  dealers  have 
been  kept  very  busy  all  week.  No  change  of 
prices  have  taken  place,  but  as  already  noted 
in  this  report,  smokeless  lump  and  egg  may 
reasonably  be  expected  to  advance  before  long. 
There  is  also  some  talk  of  splint  prices  advanc¬ 
ing,  but  this  seems  to  be  a  little  premature. 
Pittsburg,  Kanawha,  Thacker,  Fairmont  and  such 
grades  of  lump  coal  sell  for  $3.25  a  ton  de¬ 
livered  to  families,  while  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  are  worth  $4.00.  Anthracite  is  still  $7.50 
a  ton  delivered. 

The  river  coal  shippers  are  again  or  still  en¬ 
joying  the  benefits  of  a  rise  in  the  headwaters 
of  the  Kanawha,  and  they  are  bringing  their 
coal  to  market  as  fast  as  the  rnines  can  load 
it  into  barges.  The  Kanawha  mines  that  have 
both  *  rail  and  river  outlets  are  now  in  great 
glee  over  that  fact.  While  the  car  shortage  is 
the  worst  ever  known  in  the  Kanawha  district, 
the  mines  that  have  river  tipples  are  now  as 
busy  as  they  can  be  loading  the  few  cars  that 
are  furnished  them,  and  then  turning  their  sur¬ 
plus  coal  into  barges  in  the  river.  These  con¬ 
cerns  are  doubly  fortunate  just  now,  for  it  has 
happened  that  almost  as  soon  as  they  could  get 
a  tow  or  two  of  barges  loaded,  there  would  come 
a  rise  in  the  river  that  permitted  the  shipment 
of  these  cargoes  to  market  here,  where  there 
has  been  a  constant  good  demand  all  kinds  of 
coal.  Although  it  might  be  expected  to  be  dif¬ 
ferent,  the  frequent  receipts  of  river  coal  have 
not  affected  prices  in  the  least.  River  lump  coal 
is  now  in  excellent  demand  at  from  7^2  to 
eight  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  while  run 
of  mine  is  worth  seven  cents  and  nut  and  slack 
514  to  614  cents  a  bushel.  These  prices  afloat 
do  not  include  elevating  charges.  During  the 
week  just  ended  several  more-  tows  of  Kanawha 
coal  arrived  in  the  local  harbor,  and  news  from 
Pittsburg  today  is  to  the  effect  that  the  recent 
rains  so  nearly  caused  a  boating  stage  of  water 
at  Pittsburg  that  one  steamer  got  out  with  very 
lightly  laden  coal  crafts  for  Cincinnati.  An¬ 
other  foot  or  two  of  water  would  have  released 
between  five  and  ten  million  bushels  of  coal. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Kuper  Hood,  the  hustling  and  popular  manager 
of  The  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  made  the  rounds  of 
the  Miami  valley  this  week,  closing  up  some 
loose  ends  that  had  been  hanging  out.  The 
Big  Hill  Co.  proably  sells  more  coal  in  the 
Miami  valley  than  any  other  one  concern. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  making 
the  rounds  of  the  principal  cities  of  the  north  and 
west.  Wednesday  he  sent  in  a  telegram  from  a 
prominent  Michigan  city  ordering  his  office  to 


have  shipments  begin  on  some  business  he 
had  just  closed  up  at  a  fancy  figure. 

Enoch  Carver,  the  well  known  Kanawha  op¬ 
erator,  spent  most  of  the  present  week  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  He  came  down  primarily  to  visit  his 
son,  Winfrede,  who  is  confined  to  his  bed  at 
Christ  Hospital,  with  a  very  bad  case  of  typhoid, 
but  who  is  reported  to  be  improving  slowly. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  elder  Mr.  Carver  to 
take  his  son  home  to  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  as 
soon  as  he  can  be  moved.  Both  gentlemen 
are  prominently  connected  with  The  Kanawha 
Fuel  Co.  1  *1 

T.  E.  Houston,  vice-president  of  the  Thacker 
Co.,  of  this  city,  and  a  large  stockholder  in  a 
number  of  Pocahontas  coal  producing  properties, 
is  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  automobilists  of 
this  city.  During  the  summer  he  made  a  trip 
in  his  large  Peerless  car  from  Cincinnati  to  At¬ 
lantic  City,  and  he  used  the  car  all  summer  at 
the  coast  resort.  Mr.  Houston  is  now  spending 
a  large  part  of  his  time  at  his  company’s  mines, 
but  when  he  is  in  the  city  he  gets  a  large  amount 
of  pleasure  from  his  motor  car. 

A.  Moore,  president  of  The  War  Eagle  Fuel 
Co.,  War  Eagle,  W.  Va.,  came  down  from  his 
mines  Monday  of  this  week  to  spend  a  few  days 
with  his  local  manager,  F,  B,  Raines.  The  two 
gentlemen  went  to  Lexington,  Ky.  Tuesday  to 
witness  the  Grand  Circuit  races,  and  report  a 
very  pleasant  time.  Sweet  Marie  and  Dan 
Patch  both  appeared,  but  the  weather  was  so 
stormy,  and  the  track  so  heavy  that  no  new 
records  were  attempted.  Mr.  Moore  returned 
to  War  Eagle  about  the  middle  of  the  week. 

The  various  railroads  which  bring  coal  into 
the  Cincinnati  district  are  in  no  way  better  off 
than  they  have  been  for  two  months  or  more. 
The  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  usually  one  of  the 
roads  which  has  ample  facilities  to  handle  all 
the  business  offered  it,  is  still  almost  completely 
blocked  off  with  freight,  and  no  improvement 
is  in  sight.  Coal  men  who  are  compelled  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  B.  &  O.  for  their  supplies  are 
very  blue  over  the  outlook  for  cars.  The  other 
coal  carrying  roads  are  in  little  if  any  better 
shape  than  the  B.  &  O. 

The  demand  for  nut  and  slack  in  this  market 
has  been  a  peculiar  quantity  during  the  past 
few  weeks.  Last  week  it  seemed  as  if  every¬ 
body  wanted  fine  coal ;  this  week  the  demand  is 
considerably  lighter,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  weather  conditions  would  seem  to  war¬ 
rant  a  much  greater  demand.  Prices  are  un¬ 
changed,  and  range  from  60  to  85  cents  a  ton. 
Another  noticeable  feature  of  the  nut  and  slack 
market  is  that  the  concerns  that  would  be  try¬ 
ing  hard  to  sell  coal  one  week,  would  be  the 
heavy  buyers  of  the  same  kind  of  fuel  the  next 
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week.  It  has  seesawed  back  and  forth  this  way 
for  nearly  two  months. 

Skout  F.  II.  Benedict  is  now  on  tlie  look  out 
for  material  for  a  Koruskation  of  the  order  of 
KoKoal  in  the  near  future.  It  is  whispered  about 
that  the  event  will  be  one  long  to  be  remem- 
l)ered  by  those  who  partake  of  the  festivities  for 
the  first  time.  The  coal  men  of  the  city  who 
are  members  of  the  Business  Men’s  Club,  have 
a  large  round  table  where  a  goodly  number  of 
them  are  wont  to  meet  daily  for  their  noonday 
luncheon,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  of  speculation 
as  to  “what  they  will  do  to  us”  on  the  occa¬ 
sion  referred  to.  It  is  reported  that  there  will 
be  at  least  thirty  candidates  at  the  initial  meet¬ 
ing.  Enthusiastic  members  of  the  order  from 
other  cities  are  expected  to  be  present  at  the 
Cincinnati  Koruskation. 

Robert  P.  Gillham,  general  manager  of  the 
Camiibells  Creek  Coal  Co.  and  Capt.  Oscar 
F.  Barrett,  will  represent  the  coal  interests  of 
the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Improve¬ 
ment  Association  to  be  held  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 


on  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  of  this  month, 
the  Ohio  Valley  Improvement  Association 
which  was  organized  in  Cincinnati  twelve  years 
ago,  has  done  more  towards  actually  getting  ap¬ 
propriations  for  the  improvements  of  the  Ohio 
river  than  all  other  organizations  and  influences 
since  the  government  began.  The  cry  of  “On 
to  Cairo”  is  now  a  popular  one,  and  means  that 
the  river  interests  intend  to  keep  on  fighting  until 
they  have  a  properly  improved  river  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio.  The  Mononga- 
hela,  Muskingum,  Little  Kanawha,  Great  Ka¬ 
nawha,  Kentucky  and  other  tributaries  of  the 
Ohio  have  long  enjoyed  slackwater  navigation, 
and  it  really  seems  absurd  to  think  that  all 
these  streams  are  navigable  to  their  mouths  at 
the  Ohio,  and  then  the  principal  stream  is  not 
improved  for  all  the  year  round  navigation.  The 
upper  end  of  the  Ohio  is  now  practically  fin¬ 
ished,  and  a  number  of  locks  and  dams  are  now 
in  course  of  construction,  one  being  fourteen 
miles  below  Cincinnati,  which  is  intended  to  give 
this  city  a  harbor  twenty-five  miles  long,  and 
which  is  one  of  a  chain  to  completely  canalize 
the  river  from  Pittsburg  to  Cairo,  approximately 
a  thousand  miles. 


The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  October  11. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — 'I'he  first  breath  of  winter  has 
put  new  life  into  the  retail  coal  business  in  In¬ 
diana.  All  the  dealers — especially  in  the  cities, 
have  all  the  trade  they  can  handle  and  more  too. 
The  trade  here  has  been  especially  good.  In 
northern  Indiana,  where  there  has  been  a  snow 
storm  for  two  days,  people  have  been  falling  over 
each  other  to  get  to  the  coal  men.  It  is  a 
repetition  of  the  old  story  of  the  consumer, 
who  refused  to  buy  in  time  when  delivery  would 
have  been  easy  and  prices  lower. 

Prices  have  not  gone  up  since  the  first  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  but  if  this  cold  snap  lasts  and  the  supply 
from  the  mines  does  not  come  quicker  it  would 
not  be  surprising  if  there  should  be  another 
advance.  The  following  prices  were  quoted  here 
today  by  local  retail  dealers ; 


yi  Ton. 

$3.90  Anthracite,  all  sizes  . 

Ton. 
. $7.50 

.  5.00 

.  4.50 

.  5.00 

.  5.25 

.  4.50 

.  4.50 

.  4.30 

.  4.25 

.  4.25 

2.1.5 

1.7.5 

2.65 

2.50 

2.75 

3.00 

.  4.00 

(Lump  and  Egg.) 

Kentucky  lump  . 

.  5.00 

.  4.75 

Lump  coke  . 

Crushed  coke  . 

.  5.50 

Wherever  it  is-  possible  the  operators  are  run¬ 
ning  their  mines  to  full  capacity,  but  there  is 
still  a  car  shortage  which  is  keeping  down  the 
production.  This  shortage,  however,  acts  as  a 
tonic  to  the  prices  which  show  no  sign  of  a  de¬ 
cline.  The  worst  feature  is  that  many  of  the 
operators  are  having  difficulty  in  filling  their 
contracts.  Retail  dealers  all  over  the  state  are 
clamoring  for  coal.  Many  of  them  were  caught 
short  and  they  are  now  anxious  to  fill  their  bins 
before  the  real  winter  sets  in.  Under  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  there  is  fine  business  for  the  operator. 


broker  and  retail  dealer.  There  has  been  no 
change  at  the  mines  in  prices  in  the  last  week. 

The  Big  Four  is  attempting  to  move  the  coal 
delivered  to  it  at  Terre  Haute  by  the  Souuthern 
Indiana  and  the  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  roads, 
but  the  co.nditions  are  not  to  be  bragged  about. 
The  efforts  of  the  railroad  commission  to  break 
the  blockade  has  done  some  good,  however,  as 
more  coal  is  being  moved  to  market  than  there 
was  a  few  weeks  ago. 

The  railroad  commission  has  brought  about 
a  sweeping  reduction  of  coal  rates  on  the  Monon 
amounting  to  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  cent.  It  has  no  authority  to  in¬ 
stitute  proceedings  against  any  road,  but  it  will 
probably  bring  about  further  reductions  within 
the  next  few  months.  Wherever  there  are  com¬ 
plaints  about  transportation  rates  the  commission 
has  been  quick  to  act. 

The  Vandalia  is  spending  several  hundred 
thousand  dollars  improving  its  I.  &  V.  branch 
for  the  purpose,  it  is  supposed,  of  trying  to  keep 
the  Illinois  Central  from  getting  its  coal  busi¬ 
ness  with  its  new  Indianapolis  Southern  road. 

The  Vigo-Clay  Gas  and  Oil  Co.,  of  Brazil,  is 
said  to  have  discovered  a  fine,  new  vein  of  block 
coal  at  Cory,  southwest  of  Brazil,  where  it  was 
thought  that  coal  existed.  The  vein  is  four 
and  a  half  feet  thick.  A  shaft  may  be  put  down 
this  winter. 

Indiana  coal  men  are  up  in  arms  over  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  here,  giving 
the  Peoples  Coal  &  Cement  Co.,  of  this  city, 
the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  city  build¬ 
ings  this  winter.  The  company  will  furnish 
Pocahontas  smokeless  coal  at  $2.90  a  ton.  The 
city  officials  explained  their  action  with  the  state¬ 
ment  that  they  could  get  no  other  smokeless  coal 
and  that  the  boilers  at  the  city  buildings  were  not 
equipped  for  burning  Indiana  coal. 

The  Indiana  coal  men  are  also  indignant  over 
the  efforts  of  the  city  administration  to  force 
the  owners  of  the  big  downtown  office  build¬ 
ings  to  use  smokeless  coal,  as  they  believe  it  is 
a  discrimination  against  them. 

The  A.  B.  Myers  Co.  is  putting  in  a  new 
yard  here. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  AIo.,  October  9. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — A  drop  in  the  temperature  has 
given  impetus  to  a  demand  for  coal,  that  was 
already  good,  and  yesterday  was  the  first  day  of 
the  season  that  retail  dealers  have  asked  an  extra 
day  for  the  delivery  of  coal.  Several  chilly  days 
have  caused  people  generally  to  believe  that  the 
winter  was  on  them  and  accordingly  they  have 
sought  the  telephone  and  sent  in  rush  orders  for 


fuel.  Many  consumers  had  hoped  that  the  com¬ 
pany  which  has  been  awarded  the  franchise  to 
supply  natural  gas  to  Kansas  City  would  be  ready 
to  run  it  into  the  mains  before  the  winter  days 
set  in,  but  it  is  pretty  certain  now  that  little 
natural  gas  will  be  consumed  here  in  the  next 
few  months.  The  coal  dealers  do  not  expect  the 
gas  to  reduce  the  coal  consumption  this  winter, 
but  it  is  possible  that  it  will  lead  to  complications 


about  the  time  real  cold  weather  comes,  because 
many  consumers,  who  are  now  ordering  small 
supplies  of  coal  in  the  hope  that  natural  gas  will 
soon  be  obtainable,  will  be  caught  up  short  when 
it  is  ascertained  that  gas  can  not  be  had  and  the 
consequent  rush  may  cause  confusion. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  prices  in  the  re¬ 
tail  trade  in  the  last  week  and  dealers  say  that 
there  is  not  liable  to  be  any  for  some  time.  The 
wholesale  market  also  remains  steady  although 
the  dealers  declare  that  business  is  increasing  in 
volume  rapidly.  Nearly  every  mine  in  the  south¬ 
western  district  is  said  to  be  running  to  its  full¬ 
est  capacity.  In  the  last  week  there  has  been  an 
increased  demand  for  coal  by  the  railroads  and 
other  steam  users.  The  railroads  are  beginning 
to  store  for  the  winter  and  should  furnish  much 
business  in  the  next  few  weeks.  The  average 
prices  that  prevail  in  the  different  sections  of  the 
district  are  as  follows : 


SofTHEU.V 

Kansas. 

MiSSOL'RI. 

Lump  . 

. $2.0(1 

fancy  lump  . 

.  .  2.25 

Mine-run  . 

.  1.75 

Domestic  lump  . . . 

.  .  1.75 

Nut  . 

.  1.75 

Mine-run  . 

.  .  1.50 

1  no 

.  .  .75 

Indian  Terkitory. 

Washed  3-in.  egg... 

.  .  2.25 

Fancy  lump  .  . 

. $3.75 

Arkansas. 

Domestic  lump 

. 3.50 

Domestic  lump  .  . . 

.  .$2.50 

Nut  . 

Mine-run  . 

Mine-run  . .  . . 

.  2.50 

Slack  . 

.  .  1.10 

Egg  . 

. .  3.50 

Washed  slack  .... 

.  .  1.50 

There  has  been  no  abatement  in  the  shortage 
of  cars ;  in  fact,  the  difficulty  has  increased  in 
seriousness  rather  than  diminished.  The  com¬ 
plaint  is  general  and  it  is  feared  that  the  short¬ 
age  will  cause  very  great  annoyance  before  the 
winter  is  over.  That  the  railroads  are  not  mak¬ 
ing  any  very  great  effort  to  remedy  the  situation 
is  deplored  on  all  sides. 

Richard  H.  Thomas,  state  coal  inspector,  was  in 
Kansas  City  recently.  “The  coal  mine  report  for 
the  last  year,  which  is  now  in  press,  will  place 
Macon  county  in  the  lead  in  tonnage,  but  Lafay¬ 
ette  will  lead  in  the  dollars  received,”  he  said. 
The  report  will  show  fewer  mine  fatalities  for 
1905  than  in  any  other  state  in  the  Union. 
There  were  only  eleven  fatalities  with  an  employ¬ 
ment  of  10,400  men.  At  present  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry  in  Missouri  is  about  as  good  as  it  should 
be  for  this  time  in  the  year.  In  the  last  few 
months  the  trade  was  a  little  less  than  for  the 
same  time  last  year.  This  was  because  the 
trunk  lines  used  Illinois  coal  in  preference  to  the 
Missouri  product. 

The  secretary  of  the  Southwestern  Coal  Min¬ 
ers’  Association  has  issued  a  statement  showing 
the  tonnage  for  the  months  of  June,  July  and 
.August,  as  compared  with  that  of  the  same 
months  last  year.  It  follows : 


JUNE. 


States — 

1905. 

1906. 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Missouri  . 

_ 219,661 

46,342 

.  173,319 

Kansas  . . . 

_  367,816 

224,107 

.  143.709 

Arkansas 

_ 119,532 

54,324 

.  65,208 

Ind.  Ter. 

_  133,532 

8.2,369 

.  51,163 

Totals  .. 

_  840,541 

407,142 

.  433.399 

Total  tons 

mined  in  March, 

1906. . . . 

. 1,701,867 

Total  tons 

mined  in  June, 

1906  . . . . 

.  407,142 

Decrease 

No  coal  mined  from  March  31st  to  June  16th. 


JULY. 


States — 

1905. 

1906. 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Missouri 

.  211,550 

163.431 

.  48,119 

Kansas  .. 

.  388,215 

460,300 

72,085  . 

Arkansas 

.  149,971 

135,394 

.  14,577 

Ind.  Ter. 

_  199,360 

212,043 

12,683  . 

Totals  . . 

.  949,096 

871,168 

84,768  62,696 

Net  increase  . 

Total  tons 

mined  in  June, 
mined  in  July, 

1906  .... 

.  407,142 

Total  tons 

1906  .... 

.  971.168 

Increase 

AUGUST. 

.  563,026 

States — 

1905. 

1906. 

Increase.  Decrease. 

Missouri 

.  247,330 

204,542 

.  42,788 

Kansas  . . 

.  434,765 

449,079 

14,314  . 

-Vrkansas  . 

.  162,711 

141,779 

.  20,932 

Ind.  Ter. 

_  176,970 

185,549 

8,579  . 

Totals  . 

980,949 

22.893  63.720 

Net  decrease  . 40,S27  tons. 

Total  tons  mined  in  July,  1906 .  971,168 

Total  tons  mined  in  .-tugust,  1906 .  980,949 


Increase 


9,781 


The  Central  Coal  and  Coke  Co.  is  installing 
equipment  for  washing  coal  in  its  mines  at 
Bevier,  Missouri.  In  no  other  part  of  the  state 
is  coal  washed.  It  is  claimed  for  the  Bevier 
coal  that  it  makes  absolutely  no  clinkers,  burns 
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to  a  clean  fine  ash  and  gives  the  best  results. 
It  is  prepared  in  three  sizes. 

R.  M.  Smith,  for  several  years  connected  with 
the  Wear  Coal  Co.,  as  sales  agent  in  Kansas 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  October  10. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Difficulty  in  supplying  contract 
trade  is  still  a  subject  of  complaint,  since  it  de¬ 
prives  operators  from  a  possibility  of  handling 
new  business  or  even  considering  new  orders. 
For  this  trouble  the  blame  is  laid  at  the  door 
of  the  car  situation,  which  is  generally  described 
now  as  deplorable. 

Nevertheless,  the  tonnage  out  of  the  New  River 
region  for  September  shows  an  increase  of  14,- 
235  tons  of  coal  and  120  cars  of  coke,  over 
August.  The  bulk  of  it  went  to  tidewater,  mostly 
for  export,  and  already  the  operators  in  the 
New  River,  as  well  as  in  the  Pocahontas  region, 
are  looking  to  the  Cuban  trouble  to  have  a 
beneficial  effect,  since  Pocahontas  coal  is  well 
liked  for  steamship  fuel. 

The  labor  shortage  is  now  at  a  stage  where 
advertisements  for  miners  are  appearing.  There 
is  a  heavy  demand  for  machine  runners,  helpers 
and  coal  loaders,  especially  in  the  Kanawha  river 
trade,  where  business  is  brighter  than  it  has 
been  since  the  early  spring. 

The  new  allotment  of  cars  on  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad  has  not  yet  proved  a  harmonious 
adjustment.  While  the  principle  is  conceded  to 
be  correct,  it  seems  that  the  order  was  issued  with 
too  much  haste,  and  shippers  have  not  been  able 
to  suddenly  meet  the  new  co.nditions.  But  down 
at  the  base  of  the  situation  is  the  crying  need 
for  more  cars,  and  until  they  are  in  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  no  scheme  that  can  be  devised  will  prove  to¬ 
tally  satisfactory. 

Over  in  the  eastern  Ohio  field,  the  operators 
are  talking  of  discrimination  in  favor  of  the 
Fairmont  field.  They  seem  unable  to  appreciate 
the  situation  at  large  and  conclude  because  their 
demands  cannot  be  satisfied,  that  the  nearest 
competing  field  is  overly  well  supplied. 

Seeing  the  Fairmont  cars  bound  for  the  lakes 
passing  by  their  mines,  the  eastern  Ohio  men 
have  secented  discrimination,  and  some  of  the 
more  impulsive  ones  discuss  an  appeal  to  the 
interstate  commerce  commission,  but  when  pressed 
for  specific  information  they  could  not  produce 
the  evidence. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  Fairmont  region  has 
not  worked  up  to  normal  capacity  for  at  least 
a  whole  year,  if  not  longer.  The  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.  recently  concluded  arrangements  to  supply 
itself  with  2,000  cars,  and  until  these  are  in 
commission  the  company  will  have  to  do  as 
it  has  been  doing,  namely,  make  the  best  of 
rather  trying  circumstances.  In  short,  the  field 
that  has  a  goodly  supply  of  cars  two  straight 


Louisville,  Ky.,  October  13,  1906. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — After  maintaining  last  winter’s 
scale  of  prices  throughout  the  past  .summer,  the 
river  and  rail  coal  dealers  of  this  city  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  advance  the  prices  of  all  coals  one 
cent  per  bushel.  Prominent  dealers  have  prac¬ 
tically  agreed  on  the  following  schedule : 

Second  pool  Pittsburg,  $3.75 ;  fourth  pool  and 
Jellico,  $3.50;  Western  Kentucky,  $3.25.  The 
smaller  grades  of  coal  will  be  advanced  in  pro¬ 
portion. 

The  present  prices  were  put  into  effect  No¬ 
vember  thirteen,  1905.  River  dealers  are  said 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  existing  figures,  but  the 
runaway  market  in  rail  coals  has  made  it  im¬ 
perative  for  the  rail  dealers  to  get  more  money 
for  their  coal  or  go  out  of  business.  As  it  is 
many  of  them  have  been  hiring  their  teams 
for  the  past  few  weeks  to  river  dealers,  their 
yards  being  pratically  empty. 

Prices  for  standard  coals  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
are  now  about  as  follows :  Blue  Gem  block, 
$3.00;  best  Jellico  block.  $2.75;  lump,  $2.50; 
eastern  Kentucky  coals,  such  as  Straight  Creek. 
Wallsend.  Wilton  and  others,  lump  $2.00  to 


City,  has  resigned  his  position.  He,  with  two 
others,  will  become  an  operator  in  the  Indian 
territory.  The  name  of  his  company  will  be 
The  New  State  Coal  Co. 


weeks  at  a  time  has  not  been  discovered  this 
year. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

It  is  reported  that  John  A.  Essar  and  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  arc  conducting  prelimi¬ 
nary  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  Norton 
Coal  Co.,  in  Mercer  county. 

Formal  notice  has  been  received  by  shiiipers 
that  the  special  summer  reduced  rates  on  coal 
to  Lake  Erie  for  forwarding  by  water  will  lie 
withdrawn  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  month. 

The  Guyan  Fuel,  near  Huntington,  made  its 
first  shipment  of  coal  last  week  when  the  tow¬ 
boat,  Collins,  with  eleven  barges,  left  for  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  Other  shipments  will  follow  whenever 
there  is  a  sufficient  stage  of  water. 

The  Yukon  Coal  &  Coke,  the  first  operation  in 
the  McDowell  county  section  to  work  the  nine- 
foot  seam  there,  is  arranging  to  push  its  work, 
and  encouraging  reports  were  made  at  a  direc¬ 
tors’  meeting  last  week. 

T.  L.  Henritze,  for  several  years  manager  of 
the  Tidewater  Coal  &  Coke  and  the  Charleston 
Coal  &  Coke  has  removed  from  McDowell  coun¬ 
ty  to  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  to  make  his  future  home, 
where  he  will  -devote  his  attention  to  a  law 
practice  as  well  as  business  enterprises. 

It  is  said  that  J.  F.  Healey,  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  mining  interests  of  the  Western 
Maryland  railroad,  will  resign  about  the  middle 
of  this  month  to  take  charge  of  the  Davis  coal 
interests,  with  headquarters  at  Elkins.  His  busi¬ 
ness  will  be  along  the  line  of  developing  new 
mines,  and  he  is  well  qualified  for  it. 

The  first  of  a  series  of  monthly  meetings  of 
the  heads  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  and 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  was  held  this  week  at 
Fairmont,  attended  by  the  following ;  W.  L. 
Andrews,  manager  of  transportatio.n,  Baltimore ; 
F.  W.  Wiltshire,  general  manager  of  sales.  New 
York;  J.  E.  Parsons,  manager  of  sales  for  the 
city  of  New  York;  W.  M.  Wiltshire,  manager  of 
sales,  Philadelphia;  Charles  H.  Von  Kalkman, 
and  H.  C.  Thomas',  sales  managers,  Baltimore; 
W.  A.  Leech,  manager  of  sales,  Washington;  W. 
C.  Rogers,  manager  of  sales.  Cincinnati ;  E.  M. 
Mancourt,  western  manager  of  sales,  Detroit ; 
E.  L.  Booth,  manager  of  sales,  Chicago ;  F.  R. 
Lyons,  superintendent,  Somerset ;  H.  V.  Hesse, 
general  superintendent,  Frostburg.  There  was  a 
discussion  of  operating,  selling  and  trade  condi¬ 
tions  in  general,  and  the  visitors  were  enter¬ 
tained  at  dinner  at  the  Elks  Cluh. 


$2.25.  Nut  and  slack  is  still  easy,  commanding 
50  to  70  cents  f.  o.  b.  mines  according  to  quality. 

Railroad  officials,  who  are  interviewed  this 
week,  express  their  opinion  that  the  roads  south 
of  the  Ohio,  are  in  less  danger  of  freight  con¬ 
gestion  and  car  shortage  than  the  northern  and 
eastern  roads.  Although  the  L.  &  N.  cars  are 
now  distributed  over  a  larger  territory  since 
the  opening  of  the  Atlanta,  Knoxville  &  Northern 
R.  R.,  the  large  addition  to  their  equipment 
made  during  the  past  year  promises  to  offset 
this  fact.  Southern  Railway  cars,  however,  arc 
harder  to  secure  and  mines  in  the  Middlesboro 
district  and  the  Jellico  district  find  themselves 
seriously  hampered  in  regard  to  shipments  on  this 
system. 

During  the  week  the  New  Diamond-Jcllico 
Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  with  a  capitol  stock 
of  $25  000.00  to  operate  coal  lands  north  of 
Jellico.  The  company  is  backed  by  Williams¬ 
burg  capitalists. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Risk,  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
Louisville  Property  Co.  and  other  mines,  was  in 
Louisville  during  the  week. 

Mr.  Guy  A.  Willey,  a  West  Virginia  operator. 


who  is  also  connected  with  the  Fairmont  Mining 
Machinery  Co„  has  returned  to  Charleston,  West 
Virginia,  after  spending  a  week  in  Louisville. 

John  Howard  and  W.  G.  Chelf,  owners  of 
the  Rossland  Coal  Co.,  reports  satisfactory  prog¬ 
ress  in  their  new  operations,  which  will  soon 
be  ready  to  load  coal. 

Mr.  T.  T.  Pace,  of  the  Pace  Coal  Co.,  Jel¬ 
lico,  Tenn.,  spent  part  of  last  week  in  Lexington. 

Mr.  F.  F.  Snead,  of  Snead  &  Meguire,  who 
has  been  ill  at  Norton  Infirmary,  will  be  out  in 
a  few  days. 

The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  October  10. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence:.)— Ho  be  candid,  there  is  very  little 
news  in  coal  circles  this  week.  The  present 
prices,  which  have  steadily  advanced  since  the 
car  shortage  began,  are  as  firm  as  a  rock,  so 
far  as  the  coarse  grades  of  bituminous  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Fine  coal,  which,  a  week  ago,  was  pretty 
well  cleaned  from  the  tracks,  is  filling  up  the 
tracks  again  and  consignees  are  again  on  the 
anxious  seat  and  are  offering  Hocking  nut,  pea 
and  slack  at  prices  much  below  the  circular 
figures. 

This  weakness  of  fine  coal  is  not  expected  to 
last  long,  for  the  shortage  of  both  cars  and  boats, 
which  is  getting  worse  steadily,  will  naturally 
hold  back  the  mining  and  the  lake  shipments. 

At  present  there  is  a  lively  movement  in  do¬ 
mestic  coal,  orders  unsolicited  coming  over  the 
phone.  The  cold  weather  has  had  a  salutory 
effect  on  the  market,  cleaning  up  the  surplus. 
Shippers  predict  that  there  will  be  no  more 
flooding  of  the  market  for  some  time  to  come. 

From  the  way  old  customers  of  the  large  com¬ 
panies  are  rushing  in  their  orders,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear  that  they  have  become  wise  to  the  fact  that 
it  does  not  pay  to  rely  too  much  on  demurrage 
coal,  the  rapid  decrease  of  the  stock  piles  making 
them  fearful  of  consequences,  if  they  fail  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  emergencies.  For,  unless  all  signs  fail. 
Detroit  will  soon  see  almost  a  soft  coal  famine. 
Only  fifty  per  cent  of  the  normal  car  supply  can 
be  counted  on  in  Ohio  and  'West  Virginia  is 
worse  off  than  that. 

Pocahontas  and  Palmyra  smokeless  is  in  great 
demand  today  for  domestic  use  and  as  for  the 
anthracite  trade,  dealers  have  more  orders  than 
they  can  fill.  Fortunately  the  mines  are  doing 
fairly  well  in  turning  out  their  product  and  De¬ 
troit  dealers,  though  pressed  pretty  hard  for 
chestnut,  are  in  good  shape  so  far  as  their  stock 
piles  are  concerned.  .The  daily  newspapers  are 
urging  everybody  to  stock  up  now  and  con¬ 
sumers  generally  are  following  this  good  advice. 
The  retail  price  still  sticks  at  $7.25. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  fine  coal  is  weak,  a 
certain  company  closed  a  contract  yesterday  for 
a  large  quantity  of  slack  at  an  almost  fabulous 
price.  Detroit  always  was  a  good  slack  market, 
owing  probably  to  the  fact  that  it  contains  so 
many  factories  comparatively  near  the  mines 
where  it  pays  to  use  it. 

As  to  prices,  they  are  firm  with  good  demand. 
Salesman  on  the  road  are  scarce  people  nowadays 
and  spot  coal  goes  to  the  highest  bidder. 


The  vast  coal  field  lying  between  Knoxville. 
Melrose  and  Centerville,  Iowa,  containing  about 
250,000  acres  of  land,  is  being  gradually  bought 
up  by  the  different  railroads,  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul,  the  Chicago  North-Western 
and  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  now  own¬ 
ing  all  hut  a  few  thousand  acres,  which  arc  held 
by  the  Inland  Fuel  Co.  This  land,  however, 
which  is  held  independent  of  the  railroads,  is 
without  rail  facilities. 

About  1.50  mine  employes  of  the  Wenona  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  have  gone  on  a 
strike  because  of  a  disagreement  over  the  scale 
to  be  paid  for  mining  coal  with  new  machines, 
recently  installed.  Unless  the  matter  is  settled 
within  a  few  days  the  miners  threaten  to  call  a 
sympathetic  strike  at  the  What  Cheer  mine,  which 
is  under  the  same  management. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Kjsntucky  and  Tennessee  News. 
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Trade  ^lews  From  the  Far  West. 


Denver,  Colo.,  October  10. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Coal  dealers  in  the  Rocky  mountain 
states  arc  decidedly  apprehensive  of  a  coming 
famine  of  coal,  and  are  adopting  every  expedient 
to  impart  their  fears  to  consumers  so  as  to 
persuade  them  to  stock  up  at  once  for  the  winter. 
The  danger  is  thought  to  be  much  more  immi¬ 
nent  in  Utah  and  Wyoming  than  in  this  state. 
The  alarm  at  Salt  Lake  City  is  acute,  and 
dealers  there  are  sending  out  personal  letters  to 
their  patrons.  On  the  other  hand,  mine  officials 
profess  to  believe  the  situation  much  better  than 
it  is  pictured. 

For  example,  inquiry  at  the  offices  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  has  large  mines 
at  Rock  Springs,  Wyo.,  brought  out  the 
opinion  that  while  there  will  undoubtedly  be  a 
scant  supply  at  times,  there  is  no  prospect  of  a 
famine.  The  Central  people  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  shortage  of  cars,  which  niay 
continue  for  some  time  on  account  of  the  de¬ 
mand  from  the  beet  growers,  the  requirements 
of  the  grain  market,  the  lumber  interests,  etc., 
all  of  which  are  calling  loudly  for  cars.  When 
the  fall  rush  is  over  the  stringency  will,  they 
say,  be  relieved,  and  then  more  cars  can  be  de¬ 
voted  to  the  hauling  of  coal,  though  deep  snows 
may  interfere.  Moreover,  at  this  time  of  the 
year  the  mines  are  short  of  help,  as  in  the  spring 
many  miners  go  off  for  the  summer  for  change 
of  work  in  the  fields,  and  because  in  the  past 
the  work  of  production  has  always  been  light  in 

summer.  .  •  u  i 

The  prime  cause  of  stringency  in  the  coal 
market  is  the  fact  that  the  western  country  is 
growing  so  fast  that  the  railroads  have  not  the 
facilities  for  administering  to  the  needs  of  the 
increasing  population.  And  unless  the  roads  can 
stir  the  manufacturers  up  so  that  needed  cars 
can  be  supplied  soon  the  shortage  is  certain  to 
seriously  affect  the  general  industrial  situation. 

Through  proceedings  brought  simultaneously 
in  Salt  Lake  City  and  other  cities  in  order  that 
no  loophole  of  escape  might  be  possible  the 
department  of  justice,  acting  under  instructions 
from  Attorney  General  Moody,  has  brought  suit 
against  the  Utah  Fuel  Co.  The  suit  is  to  cancel 
the  patents  issued  to  this  company  on  public  lands 
entered  by  representatives  of  the  company  as 
agricultural  lands,  but  which  investigation  shows 
contains  valuable  coal  deposits.  In  order  that 
there  could  be  no  trouble  about  securing  service 
and  bringing  the  officers  of  this  company  into 
court  an  additional  suit  was  brought  in  the  state 
of  New  Jersey. 

The  facts  leading  up  to  the  filing'  of  this  suit 
are  of  more  than  ordinary  interest.  For  several 
years  the  Utah  coal  lands  have  been  the  cause 
of  scandal.  It  was  some  time  before  the  authori¬ 
ties  could  be  brought  to  investigate  the  subject, 
but  the  filing  of  this  suit  shows  that  the  investi¬ 
gation  finally  did  bear  fruit.  As  a  territory, 
and  again  when  she  was  admitted  to  statehood, 
the  federal  government  gave  to  Utah  certain 
lands  aggregating  about  four  million  acres,  the 
revenue  from  which  was  to  go  to  the  support 
of  the  schools  and  other  public  institutions. 
These  lands,  selected  by  the  state,  were  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  agricultural,  suitable  for  grazing  and 
farming.  They  were  sold  by  the  state  to ’entry- 
men  at  from  $1.25  to  $1.50  an  acre,  but  subse¬ 
quently  were  found  to  be  rich  in  coal  deposits. 
The  federal  department  disposes  of  its  coal  lands 
at  from  ten  dollars  to  twenty  dollars  an  acre, 
the  lower  price  being  that  fixed  for  lands  out¬ 
side  the  railroad  limit  of  fifteen  miles,  and 
twenty  dollars  being  the  charge  when  within  the 
area  where  railroad  facilities  would  be  afforded. 

Four  years  ago,  after  the  character  of  these 
lands  became  known,  it  was  reported  from  Salt 
Lake  City  that  various  railroad  and  other  cor¬ 
porations  were  seeking  to  control  these  valuable 
coal  deposits  through  improper  methods.  It  was 
charged  that  employes  and  others  acting  for  the 
Utah  Fuel  Co.  had  secured  a  large  number  of 
acres  of  these  lands  at  the  nominal  price  charged 
by  the  state,  and  that  these  purchases,  although 
made  nominally  for  the  Utah  company,  were 
really  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Denver  & 
Rio  Grande  and  other  Gould  railways.  The 
filing  of  the  suits  last  week  would  seem  to  bear 
■  Hit  the  accuracy  of  these  reports. 


When  this  matter  was  first  investigated  by 
the  special  agents  of  the  interior  department 
but  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  report  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Special  Agent  Somers.  Secretary 
Hitchcock  at  that  time  had  not  had  his  eyes 
opened  to  the  general  frauds  that  were  being 
committed  all  over  the  west  and  far  northwest. 
I’hen  the  department  of  justice  put  one  of  its 
special  agents  at  work  and  the  fact  finally  began 
to  leak  out  that  frauds  of  gigantic  proportions 
were  being  perpetrated  in  connection  with  the 
Utah  lands.  Another  special  agent  of  the  in¬ 
terior  department  was  sent  into  the  state,  and 
the  findings  of  Mr.  Somers  were  corroborated. 
Meanwhile  Special  Agent  Graves,  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  justice,  an  expert  in  the  marshaling  of 
evidence,  spent  some  time  on  the  case,  and 
when  he  finished  the  department  believed  it  was 
ready  to  proceed  in  the  courts  for  the  annul¬ 
ment  of  the  land  patents.  There  are  no  criminal 
cases  against  any  of  these  defendants. 

Although  there  is  nothing  in  connection  with 
the  papers  filed  in  these  suits  to  indicate  that 
the  Rio  Grande  or  the  other  western  railroads 
of  the  Gould  system  are  the  absolute  beneficiaries 
of  the  Utah  Fuel  Co.,  there  is  no  secret  made 
on  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  department  of 
justice,  who  know  all  the  details  of  the  case, 
that  this  community  of  interests  is  plainly  ap¬ 
parent. 

The  deal  for  the  purchase  of  the  Cripple  Creek 
Coal  &  Transportation  Co.,  whereby  the  allied 
roads  entering  the  Cripple  Creek  district  have 
taken  another  step  in  securing  a  practical  mo¬ 
nopoly  not  only  on  all  the  carrying  business  to 
and  from  the  district  but  within  the  district 
as  well,  has  been  closed  with  the  transfer  of  this 
company  to  Jesse  H.  Waters,  general  manager 
of  the  allied  lines,  as  trustee. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  October  9,  1906. 
The  Black  Diamond,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Gentlemen :  Referring  to  article  in  your  last 
issue,  entitled  “The  Short  Weight  Question,” 
by  Mr.  Eugene  McAuliffe,  Fuel  Agent  St.  Louis 
&  San  Francisco  Railroad,  we  will  admit  every¬ 
thing  in  this  article  as  being  true — a  certain 
amount  of  shrinkage  in  coal  by  evaporation  of 
water  from  the  time  it  leaves  the  mines  until 
it  reaches  destination — variation  in  scales,  theft, 
etc.,  but  what  is  the  remedy? 

This  office  has  tried  twice  to  get  the  carriers 
to  meet  the  retailers  and  the  wholesalers  with  a 
view  to  coming  to  some  amicable  understanding, 
each  assuming  their  respective  share  of  responsi¬ 
bility,  but  we  have  never  been  able  to  get  them 
to  meet  with  us.  At  our  meeting  in  St.  Paul, 
out  of  about  twenty-five  roads  invited  (and 
nearly  all  of  them  having  accepted  the  invitation), 
there  were  two  representatives.  We  again  invited 
them  to  meet  with  us  in  Chicago,  and  out  of 
about  twenty-five  roads  invited,  there  were  six 
representatives  at  the  meeting. 

At  some  of  the  mines  we  think  the  operators 
are  not  any  too  particular  about  weighing  coal, 
and  some  of  them  are  even  without  scales,  rely¬ 
ing  on  railroad  company  for  their  weights,  or 
cars  loaded  up  to  capacity,  and  capacity  car  is 
taken  as  the  weight.  In  some  parts_  of  the 
territory,  railroad  companies  y— o-  _  cars 
light  and  loaded,  and  assume  the  responsibility 
for  the  amount  of  coal  from  the  time  they  re¬ 
ceive  it  until  it  reaches  destination.  We  cannot 
understand  why  this  same  arrangement  cannot 
be  made  all  over  the  territory,  and  when  coal 
is  offered  to  the  various  railroads,  they  weigh 
the  coal  carefully,  issuing  a  clean  receipt  or  bill 
of  lading  for  same,  and  assume  that  responsi¬ 
bility  until  it  reaches  destination.  If  the  coal 
is  stolen  in  transit,  should  the  retailer  and 
consumer  be  obliged  to  stand  this  responsibility? 

We  ask  the  railroad  companies  to  meet  us 
half  way  on  this  proposition,  a.nd  we  are  willing 


The  Colorado  Trading  &  Coal  Co.,  which  is 
the  only  other  transportation  company  in  the 
district,  has  been  an  adjunct  of  the  Short  Line 
for  several  years,  so  that  the  purchase  of  the 
Cripple  Creek  company  places  the  control  of  the 
entire  coal  business  of  the  Cripple  Creek  dis¬ 
trict,  as  well  as  the  handling  of  the  ore  and 
heavy  machinery,  in  the  hands  of  the  Short  Line 
and  Cripple  Creek  Central  lines,  both  of  which 
are  controlled  by  the  Colorado  &  Southern. 

“The  Cripple  Creek  Coal  &  Transportation  Co. 
will  not  be  consolidated  with  the  Colorado  Trad¬ 
ing  Co.,”  said  Mr.  Waters,  “but  it  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  run  as  heretofore,  except  that  it 
will  be  under  my  management  as  trustee." 
While  Mr.  Waters  refused  to  state  the  considera¬ 
tion  involved  in  the  deal,  the  amount  given  out 
at  the  time  the  negotiations  became  known  three 
weeks  ago  was  between  sixty  and  seventy  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

Articles  of  incorporation  for  the  Central  Coal 
&  Supply  Co.  have  been  filed  at  Pueblo,  Colo. 
The  organization  is  given  the  right  to  acquire 
coal  and  mineral  lands  and  what  water  rights  are 
necessary  and  has  been  incorporated  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  the  counties  of  Denver,  El  Paso,  Fre¬ 
mont,  Las  Animas,  Huerfano  and  Routt.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  organization  is  sixty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  and  the  incorporators  are  F.  D. 
Heath,  W.  R.  Spicknall,  J.  H.  Peabody  and 
H.  E.  Don  Carlos. 

E.  L.  Wiles,  of  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  son  of  the 
president  of  the  A.  M.  &  W.  H.  Wiles  Co.,  the 
largest  iron  works  of  Haverstraw,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  assistant  to  Frank  J.  Hearne,  president 
of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  and  will  arrive 
in  Denver  this  week  to  take  up  his  new  duties. 
Mr.  Wiles  has  had  long  experience  with  his 
father’s  company  and  will  relieve  President 
Hearne  of  many  of  his  duties  and  burdens.  He 
will  be  located  in  Denver  and  will  spend  prac¬ 
tically  all  his  time  in  Colorado,  giving  Mr. 
Hearne  the  opportunity  of  attending  to  much 
of  the  eastern  business  of  the  company. 


to  assume  our  share  of  it  in  the  way  of  evapora¬ 
tion  and  variation  in  scales,  but  we  do  not 
consider  that  will  amount  to  exceed  1,000  pounds 
on  an  average,  and  we  believe  we  will  soon  get 
rid  of  these  great  shortages  that  are  continually 
coming  up  on  coal. 

I  have  now  before  me  a  claim,  which  is  about 
a  year  old,  which  I  am  trj-ing  to  get  adjusted, 
and  we  have  proof  of  the  weight  of  coal  at  the 
time  it  left  the  mines,  and  we  insisted  on  the 
railroad  company  at  destination  weighing  the 
coal  carefully,  and  we  found  same  was  7,400 
pounds  short,  freight  rate  $.3.10  per  ton.  This 
made  a  claim  of  $26.27.  The  railroad  company 
refuses  to  allow  the  claim,  the  consignor  can 
prove  that  they  shipped  the  amount  of  coal  in¬ 
voiced,  and  it  appears  that  if  we  succeed  in  col¬ 
lecting  this  claim,  we  will  have  to  do  so  through 
the  courts. 

The  majority  of  these  claims  are  so  small  that 
most  of  the  dealers  prefer  to  drop  them  than 
to  fight  for  their  just  rights,  but  this  office 
has  recently  taken  up  the  question,  and  we  are 
willing  to  take  any  legitimate  claim  of  this 
kind  and  push  it  to  a  definite  conclusion  for 
our  members,  even  going  to  the  expense  of 
placing  it  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  for  col¬ 
lection  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  do  so.  All 
we  ask  is  what  is  right  and  fair  between  man 
and  man.  and  whenever  the  railroad  companies 
are  willing  to  meet  us,  we  are  with  them,  and 
will  not  ask  any  more  than  we  would  be  willing 
to  do  if  put  in  their  place.  Yours  truly, 

G.  H.  Reeves. 

Sec’x-Treas. 

The  coal  mine  twelve  miles  north  of  Thermop- 
olis,  Wyo.,  recently  purchased  by  Sam  Gebo, 
often  called  the  Montana  coal  king,  is  reported 
as  being  on  fire  and  burning  fiercely.  The  mine 
is  one  of  the  richest  and  most  extensive  in  the 
state,  and  machinery  valued  at  $50,000  had  just 
been  installed. 


Short  Weight  Question. 

Reply  of  Secretary  G,  H.  Reeves,  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
to  Article  on  the  Same  Subject  Which  Appeared  in  Last  Issue  by  Eugene  Mc¬ 
Auliffe,  Fuel  Agent,  St,  Louis  &  San  Francisco  Railroad, 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


W.  K.  Fields,  vice-president  of  the  New  Pitts¬ 
burg  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago 
this  week  on  business. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
made  a  business  trip  to  Cincinnati  this  week. 

Interest  in  the  Order  is  being  manifested  on 
the  Pacific  coast  and  a  koruskation  will  probably 
be  held  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  in  the  near  future. 

H.  J.  Koeber,  of  Plenry  Holverschied  &  Co., 
First  National  Bank  building,  Chicago,  has  just 
returned  from  a  visit  to  the  West  Virginia  coal 
fields. 

Clark  Roberts,  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Mar¬ 
quette  building,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  an 
extended  trip  through  the  West  Virginia  coal 
fields. 

The  Franklin  County  Carbon  Coal  Co.  have 
begun  sinking  their  shaft  at  Thompsonville,  Ill. 
The  work  is  in  charge  of  General  Manager  W.  M. 
Isbell. 

T.  N.  Mordue,  western  manager,  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
left  on  Monday  of  this  week  on  a  business  trip 
to  be  absent  from  the  city  for  a  week. 

C.  F.  Bryan,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  president  of 
the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Boston 
Coal  Dock  &  Wharf  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  a  few 
days  ago  while  on  a  business  trip  through  the 
West. 

Joseph  Leiter  returned  to  Chicago  this  week 
from  his  tour  abroad.  He  has  been  gone  two 
months  and  most  of  this  time  was  spent  in  an 
automobile  tour  through  England,  France  and 
Germany. 

The  Mechanicsburg  Coal  Co.,  Mechanicsburg, 
Ill.,  are  nearly  down  to  coal  with  their  new 
shaft.  They  are  going  down  to  the  number  five 
vein  and  expect  to  build  up  a  good  domestic 
trade  on  this  coal. 

A  well-known  Columbus  coal  man,  W.  J.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  has  been  appointed  receiver  for  the  Sedalia 
mine.  J.  W.  Smith,  of  Pana,  Ill.,  purchased  this 
property  a  short  time  ago.  Creditors  claim  he 
mortgaged  it  to  them  and  then  departed. 

C.  S.  McManus,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Southern  Railway,  formerly  general  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  E.  J.  &  E.  Railway  at  Joliet,  Ill.,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  and  has 
planned  to  devote  himself  to  the  coal,  business  in 
that  city. 

Thomas  Moran,  who  for  several  years  has  been 
conencted  with  the  Superior  Coal  Co.,  Wellston, 
Ohio,  has  accepted  the  position  of  manager  of  the 
Alma  Cement  Co.’s  mines  at  Oreton.  Mr.  Moran 
has  had  a  broad  experience  in  the  management 
of  coal  mines. 

W.  C.  Leiferman,  manager  of  the  coal  depart¬ 
ment  of  F.  H.  Pea'vey  &  Co.,  Minneapolis,  was 
in  Chicago  this  week  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his 
brother,-  Charles  Leiferman,  who  was  killed  in 
the  collision  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  sev¬ 
eral  days  ago. 

We  would  not  be  surprised  if  some  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  declared  an  extra  dividend  in  the  near 
future.  How  much  additional  demurrage  do  you 
suppose  will  be  paid  by  the  Chicago  trade  this 
week  on  account  of  the  great  exhibitions  of  the 
national  game  which  were  given  at  the  South 
and  West  Side  ball  parks?  We  feel  we  made  a 


mistake  in  not  going  to  the  ball  parks  for  our 
local  news  this  week.  It  was  hard  matter  to  find 
a  coal  man  on  Dearborn  street  while  the  games 
were  in  progress. 

All  of  the  top  buildings  at  the  mines  of  the 
Rutland  Coal  Co.,  Rutland,  Ill.,  were  recently 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  origin  of  which  is  still 
unknown.  The  fire  occurred  during  the  night, 
just  after  a  new  shift  of  men  had  gone  below, 
and  the  loss  will  amount  to  $10,000. 

F.  B.  Duncan,  general  manager,  Akron  Electri¬ 
cal  Mfg.  Co.,  Akron,  Ohio,  spent  the  week  in 
Chicago  in  consultation  with  his  Chicago  repre¬ 
sentative,  Ira  E.  Stevens.  The  western  headquar¬ 
ters  for  Mr.  Duncan’s  company  will  be  at  1065 
Old  Colony  building,  with  Mr.  Stevens  in  charge. 

L.  D.  Lampman,  prominently  connected  with 
the  coal  trade  in  Columbus  and  the  Hocking 
valley,  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  Coal  Exchange,  which  operates  a  large 
mine  between  Buffalo  and  Nelsonville,  Ohio.  The 
new  owners  have  already  taken  possession  of  the 
property. 

Among  the  many  improvements  which  are  con¬ 
templated  by  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
railroad  at  Aurora,  Ill.,  and  which  may  be  made 
early  in  the  spring,  is  a  new  coal  chute  to  take 
the  place  of  the  present  structure.  The  chute 
now  in  use  is  said  to  be  entirely  too  small  for  the 
large  engines  coaled  at  that  city. 

In  order  to  unload  the  car-o  of  coal  carried 
by  the  steamer  Riddle,  consigned  to  the  Milwau¬ 
kee-Western  Fuel  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  a  few 
days  ago,  it  was  found  necessary  to  deepen  the 
channel  on  which  the  company’s  docks  are  lo¬ 
cated.  The  Riddle  is  a  new  and  modern  freighter 
and  draws  thirty-one  feet  of  water. 

Coal  operators  of  Kansas  City  state  that  the 
installation  of  cheap  gas  in  that  city  will  have  no 
immediate  effect  on  the  prices  of  coal.  The  delay 
in  installing  the  gas  will  prevent  its  becoming 
a  competitor  of  coal  until  late  in  the  winter 
or  early  spring,  at  which  time  the  operators 
say  they  will  make  a  cut  in  prices. 

All  coal  men,  regardless  of  their  party  affilia¬ 
tions.  are  rallying  to  the  support  of  the  popular 
Hyde  Park  coal  dealer,  Joseph  M.  Dennis,  who 
is  a  candidate  for  County  Commissioner  on  the 
Republican  ticket.  Mr.  Dennis  has  been  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Hyde  Park  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years  and  has  a  coal  office  at  351  East  Sixty-third 
street. 

J.  J.  Phillips,  a  well-known  coal  man  of  Cleve¬ 
land.  who  has  been  connected  with  the  Burton  & 
Phillips  Co.,  has  organized  a  company  to  be 
known  as  the  Phillips  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000.  The  company  will  locate  in 
the  Euclid  Avenue  Trust  Co.’s  building,  Cleve¬ 
land,  where  they  will  conduct  a  general  wholesale 
coal  and  coke  business. 

Figures  compiled  by  W.  H.  Simpson,  of  the 
Nortbwestern  Fuel  Co.,  show  that  vessel  receipts 
of  coal  at  Milwaukee  for  September  this  year 
were  much  larger  than  last.  'I'he  increase  in 
receipts  of  bituminous  coal  is  nearly  108,000  tons, 
and  of  anthracite  more  than  23,000  tons. 

The  total  receipts  of  hard  coal  to  October  first 
are  exactly  43,000  tons  less  than  last  year,  but 
the  receipts  of  soft  coal  bring  the  grand  total 
up  to  a  figure  which  is  245,843  tons  above  the 
grand  total  of  last  year. 

Mr.  Simpson’s  figures  follow :  September  re¬ 
ceipts.  1906,  soft  coal,  113,340;  1905,  90,100;  hard 
coal,  1906,  308.452;  1905,  200,541  ;  to  October  first, 
hard  coal,  1906,  532,552;  1905,  575,552;  soft  coal. 


1906,  1,428,556;  1905.  1,139,713;  grand  total  1906, 
1,961,108;  1905,  1,715,265. 

The  coal  operators  on  the  C.  L.  &  W.  division 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  may  invoke  the 
aid  of  the  new  railroad  rate  law  if  they  do  not 
receive  better  treatmait  in  the  way  of  a  supply 
of  cars.  One  of  the  operators  in  speaking  of  the 
shortage  of  empty  cars  in  evidence  for  the  last 
month  stated  that  “the  mines  along  the  C.  L.  & 
W.  road  are  being  discriminated  against.”  He 
further  said  if  the  “discrimination”  continued  the 
operators  would  see  if  the  new  railroad  law  would 
not  bring  them  relief. 

These  companies  have  suffered  considerable 
loss  of  late  on  account  of  not  receiving  sufficient 
cars  to  keep  their  mines  in  operation. 

The  Ohio  Kokoals  are  pushing  the  good  work 
along  with  their  usual  activity. 

A  koruskation  will  be  held  at  Cincinnati  on 
October  twenty-fifth,  at  Columbus  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  and  at  Dayton  on  the  twenty-seventh. 

Activity  in  the  Order  Kokoal  is  noted  in  every 
section  of  the  country.  A.  Rumpler,  Indianapolis 
Skout,  will  hold  a  koruskation  the  last  week  in 
October.  W.  D.  Leeds,  Massachusetts  Skout, 
promises  a  large  class  for  the  Boston  koruskation, 
which  will  be  held  on  October  nineteenth  at 
Kingsley  Hall  in  the  Ford  building.  James  T. 
McDonald  will  act  as  Modoc  and  preside  over 
the  exercises.  After  the  initiation  a  banquet  will 
be  served  at  Young’s  Hotel. 

The  production  of  coke  in  the  United  States 
during  1905,  according  to  a  bulletin  issued  by  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  surpassed  all 
previous  records  in  the  history  of  coke  making 
in  this  country. 

Including  the  production  of  coke  from  by¬ 
products  ovens,  which  in  1905  amounted  to 
3  462,348  short  tons,  the  total  output  of  coke  in 
the  Lffiited  States  last  year  amounted  to  32,231,129 
short  tons,  against  23,661,106  short  tons  in  1904. 
and  25,274,281  short  tons  in  1903.  The  output  of 
1905  is  an  increase  of  36.22  per  cent  over  that  of 
1904. 

The  value  increased  in  even  greater  proportions 
from  $46,144,041  in  1904  to  $72,476,196  in  1905, 
a  gain  of  $26,331,255.  or  57  per  cent. 

The  great  activity  in  the  coke-making  industry 
during  1905  was  due  to  the  extraordinary  demand 
created  by  the  unprecedented  production  of  iron 
and  steel. 

The  total  number  of  ovens  in  existence  at  the 
close  of  1905  was  37,564,  as  against  83,599  in 
1904. 

The  Omaha  road  has  filed  a  new  tariff  with  the 
Minnesota  state  railroad  and  warehouse  commis¬ 
sion  on  coal  rates  from  Duluth,  Ashland.  Wash¬ 
burn,  Itasca  and  Superior  to  points  in  this  state, 
the  changes  being  cuts  to  meet  those  of  the  Great 
Northern  at  competing  points  in  the  southwestern 
portion  of  the  state. 

The  large  decreases  are  all  at  competitive 
points,  and  the  other  charges  are  such  as  are 
necesasry  to  adjust  the  rates  along  the  line  at 
neighboring  points. 

Points  where  material  changes  in  the  rate  are 
made  have  coal  rates  altered  by  the  new  traiff 
compared  with  the  old.  as  follows: 
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From  every  corner  of  the  country  we  heai  the  cry  of 
Freight  Transpor-  car  shortage.  What  is  the  cause?  In  the  first  place 
tation  Facilities  we  must  realize  that  America  has  become  to  be  the 

Inadequate.  greatest  manufacturing  nation  in  the  world.  We  have 
outgrown  our  railroads.  In  1860  the  United  States 
stood  at  the  bottom  of  the  list  of  the  four  great  manufacturing  countries 
of  the  world.  Now  our  manufactures  are  equal  to  the  other  three  nations' 
combined.  This  is  proved  by  statistical  data.  We  are  making  in  this  country 
over  thirteen  thousand  million  dollars’  worth  of  goods  annually.  England, 
our  chief  competition,  produces  only  five  thousand  million.  We  may  note, 
in  passing,  that  with  all  our  greatness  we  are  producing  only  twelve  and 
and  one-half  per  cent  of  the  manufactured  articles  of  the  world.  This 
i.s  a  very  poor  showing  considering  the  fact  that  we  have  the  cheapest  trans¬ 
portation  and  coal, — a  large  factor  in  the  cost  of  production.  This  simply 
shows  that  we  must  wake  up  to  the  possibilities  of  foreign  commerce.  It  has 
lieen  asserted  that  the  greatest  hindrance  to  the  reception  of  our  goods  in 
foreign  markets  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not  conform  to  the  customs 
of  foreign  trade. 

Our  growth  in  manufactures  is  much  more  rapid,  proportionately,  than 
the  increase  in  our  population,  which  means  that  in  the  near  future,  our 
already  large  foreign  commerce  will  greatly  exceed  what  it  is  at  present. 
It  must  be  obvious  to  the  most  casual  observer  that  both  this  immense 
foreign  and  interstate  commerce  which  has  developed  in  the  past  forty  years, 
is  making  a  tremendous  demand  upon  our  railways  for  transportation. 

Now  let  us  just  take  a  look  at  the  mathematics  of  the  railroad  situation. 
Brother  Statistician  tells  us  that  owing  to  the  unusual  prosperity  of  our 
country  the  total  ton-mileage  of  freight  traffic  between  1895  and  1904  has 
been  increased  eighty-five  thousand  million,  or  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent, 
that  the  number  of  miles  of  road  has  been  increased  seventeen  per  cent, 
but  the  number  of  cars  only  forty  per  cent,  and  the  number  of  locomotives 
only  thirty-three  per  cent.  Of  course,  the  increase  of  traffic  has  been  still 
greater  since  1904.  It  therefore  appears  that  with  an  increase  of  traffic 


of  about  a  hundred  per  cent  we  have  had  only  an  increase  in  locomotion  of 
thirty-three  per  cent  and  an  increase  in  cars  of  forty  per  cent.  It  is  thus  very 
clear  that  the  real  cause  of  freight  congestion  is  lack  of  transportation 
facilities.  The  fact  that  agricultural  products  at  this  time  of  the  year  take 
precedence  over  coal  is  not  the  only  cause  for  the  unusual  shortage  of  cars 
at  the  mines.  'J  here  is  no  hope  that  the  situation  will  improve  in  the  near 
future.  The  railroads  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  increase  the  rolling 
stock,  but  the  car  shops  are  way  behind  on  their  orders,  while  the  freight 
on  almost  all  lines  is  constantly  increasing.  There  must  be  a  radical 
change  in  the  railroad  situation  of  this  country.  Just  think  what  Mr.  Hill’s 
$400,000,000  steel  deal  will  mean  in  the  field  of  transportation!  The  freight 
traffic  managers  of  the  country  have  a  unique  problem  to  solve — “'What  to 
do  with  too  much  business.”  The  railroads  will  enter  upon  an  era  of  railway 
l)uilding.  The  period  of  ruinous  rate  cutting  has  passed.  This  is  made  im¬ 
possible  by  the  provisions  of  the  amended  interstate  commerce  act.  The 
general  public  have  not  understood  the  foundation  of  all  railroad  combina¬ 
tions.  They  Irave  interpreted  them  to  mean  monopoly  when  often  they  have 
been  executed  to  stop  destructive  rate  cutting,  which  would  end  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy.  The  new  rate  law  will  eliminate  monopoly  and  the  rate  cutting 
evil.  It  will  invite  new  railroad  construction  to  take  care  of  our  constantly 
increasing  resources.  It  will  develop  new  enterprises  and  open  new  territory. 
It  will  serve  invested  capital  better  and  the  general  public  more  honestly  and 
efficiently.  When  competition  is  regulated  by  law  it  induces  peace,  pros¬ 
perity  and  activity.  Competition  does  not  necessarily  mean  rate  cutting.  It 
means  more  efficient  service  for  the  public  good,  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of 
transportation  which  will  develop  new  industries  and  bring  a  reign  of 
prosperity  throughout  the  land. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that  a  large  percentage  of  the 
The  Railroads  car  shortage  at  this  season  of  the  year  is  occasioned 
and  Prosperity,  by  the  unusual  prosperity  of  the  country.  This  com¬ 
mercial  supremacy  to  a  large  degree  is  due  to  the 
potency  of  the  railroads  in  developing  industries  and  new  territory.  Next 
to  the  Church  and  the  Common  School  system  no  other  factor  has  entered 
into  the  development  of  this  country  with  such  tremendous  force  as  the 
railway.  It  is  the  philosophy  of  the  American  railway  freight  traffic  manager 
to  make  the  very  lowest  rates  possible  on  the  products  of  a  country  seeking 
a  market  for  the  necessities  of  life,  as  coal,  etc.  In  return  for  these  low 
rates  he  expects  the  profits  accruing  to  the  railroad  to  arise  from  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  lighter  articles  of  merchandise  consumed  in  the  country.  If  the 
country  to  be  developed  could  not  afford  to  send  its  products  to  market  on 
account  of  cost  of  transportation  it  would  have  no  money  with  which  to  buy 
goods  forming  freight  for  the  return  cars. 

To  accomplish  these  results  American  transportation  is  the  cheapest  in 
the  world.  Our  railroads  carry  goods  on  the  department  store  plan — they 
believe  in  big  sales  and  small  individual  profits.  In  England  it  costs  on  an 
average  of  $2.35  to  move  a  ton  one  hundred  miles;  in  France^  $2.10;  in 
Austria,  $1.90;  in  Germany,  where  the  railroads  are  practically  owned  by  tlie 
government  (please  note),  $1.84,  but  in  the  United  States,  only  seventy-three 
cents,  or  forty  per  cent  less  than  the  cost  of  transportation  in  Europe.  Even 
at  this  low  rate  the  freight  on  our  manufactures  is  about  ten  per  cent  of 
their  value.  What  does  this  mean?  American  prosperity  is  one  answer. 
Freight  congestion  is  another  because  we  have  grown  to  be  the  leading  nation 
of  the  world  in  freight  tonnage  and  mileage  during  the  life  of  living  man. 
Even  our  foreign  commerce  which  makes  a  great  demand  on  transportation 
agencies  has  grown  to  be  seven  hundred  million  dollars  annually.  Two-thirds 
of  this  is  agricultural  products  which  at  this  season  must  be  moved  at  once. 
It  must  be  obvious  that  the  car  shortage  problem  is  more  serious  than  has 
been  anticipated.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  demand  for  twenty-six  per 
cent  more  box  cars  this  year  than  last,  to  take  care  of  the  transportation 
of  merchandise.  The  coal  tonnage  forms  about  thirty  per  cent  of  the 
traffic  capacity  of  the  coal  railroad  systems. 

Statistics  show  that  the  increased  amount  of  merchandise  in  this  country 
is  about  sixty  per  cent  greater  than  the  number  of  freight  cars  placed  in 
service.  From  these  figures  it  is  obvious  that  the  common  carriers  are 
not  making  adequate  preparations  for  the  constantly  increasing  commerce 
of  the  country.  This  condition  causes  freight  congestion,  delay  in  prompt 
deliver)'  of  goods  ordered  and  the  loss  of  a  large  amount  of  business  on 
the  part  of  manufacturers  and  business  concerns.  \\  henever  a  railroad  or 
any  other  transportation  agency  is  not  in  a  position  to  deliver  goods  with 
dispatch  some  section  of  the  country  or  some  dealer  or  manufacturer  must 
suffer  the  consequences  which  arise  from  the  loss  of  future  orders.  The 
greatest  source  of  wealth  is  the  soil  and  mineral  products.  The  prospects 
for  a  tremendous  development  of  the  west  and  Canadian  northw’est  is  more 
promising  today  than  ever  before.  The  problem  of  adequate  transportation 
facilities  is  before  the  nation.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  be  rational!)' 
solved  by  the  railroads  and  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
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Longwall  System  of  Coal  Mining. 


As  compared  to  the  familiar  room-and- 
pillar  system  of  coal  mining,  the  longwall 
method  has  not  been  used  very  extensively  in 
the  United  States,  owing  principally  to  diffi¬ 
culties  inseparable  from  longwall  working  ex¬ 
cept  under  entirely  favorable  conditions.  In 
England  the  amount  of  work  done  on  the  long- 


the  roof  subsiding  upon  the  pack  walls  and 
gob  stowed  back  into  the  voids  left  as  the 
coal  is  removed. 

In  longwall  advancing,  h'ig.  2,  a  suitable 
pillar  is  usually  left,  properly  to  support  the 
shaft  or  opening.  Encircling  this  pillar  a  con¬ 
tinuous  face  is  established,  with  entries  at 


.\fter  regular  work  is  under  way.  however, 
there  are  no  roadways  to  maintain  under  a 
settling  roof  and  other  changing  conditions. 
Longwall  advancing  is  the  more  popular  sys 
tern,  owing  to  its  possibilities  for  c<jmpara- 
tiveiy  <|uick  development.  In  starting  a  long¬ 
wall  operation  it  is  desirable  to  have  an  early 
initial  breakage  in  the  roof  well  back  in  the 
gob.  so  that  the  roof  may  thenceforth  take  a 
natural  and  regular  rate  of  llextire  and  settle¬ 
ment.  Sometimes  two  such  breaks  occur  be¬ 
fore  proper  conditions  are  established.  In 
case  no  such  break  occurs  naturally,  dynamite 
is  used  to  shoot  down  pc^rtif)ns  of  the  ^roof 
back  in  the  gob  and  so  start  the  desired  frac¬ 
ture.  This  breakage  of  the  roof  relieves  the 
working  face  of  excessive  weight,  and  subsi 
deuce  of  the  roof  can  thenceforth  generally 
be  controlled  by  proper  mining  conditions. 
.Shearing  of  the  roof  at  the  face  must  be 
avoided,  as  it  may  close  up  the  workings  and 
entail  serious  difficulties  due  to  "loss  of  face 
by  breaking  its  continuity. 

Mining  Operations. 

b'ig.  -i  is  pres'ented  in  illustration  of  long¬ 
wall  advancing  operation,  showing  the  work¬ 
ing  conditions  in  a  machine  mine,  at  a  point 
where  a  roadway  reaches  the  face.  The  coal 
undermined  by  continuous  traverse  of  a  ma- 


Fig.  3. — Operations  at  the  Face. 

is  broken  down  by  pressure  of  the  roof,  occa 
sionally  assisted  slightly  by  driven  wedges. 
Under  proper  conditions,  and  where  the  work¬ 
ings  are  handled  by  practical  longwall  miners, 
no  powder  ever  is  retpiired  for  shooting  down 
the  coal. 

The  fallen  coal  is  loaded  onto  low,  flat  mine 
cars  or  “boxes”  for  haulage  out  the  roadway. 
Waste  material  is  gobbed  back,  the  large  rocks 
being  built  into  pack  walls  and  the  smaller 
stuff  shoveled  in  between.  After  the  coal  is 
loaded  out,  the  track  along  the  face  is  shifted 


Fig.  1. — McEwen-Goodman  Generating  Unit,  Farmers’  Coal  Co. 


suitable  intervals.  Mining  operations  then 
advance  the  face  outward  from  the  pillar, 
with  pack  walls  built  in  the  rear  as  the  coal  is 
taken  out.  Entries  are  maintained  by  build¬ 
ing  suitable  pack  walls  at  either  side.  As 
the  face  advances  and  increases  in  length 
the  entries  are  so  divided  and  multiplied  as  to 
avoid  excessive  distances  between  road  heads 
at  the  face. 

In  building  longwall  packs  large  pieces  of 
rock  are  piled  to  form  the  walls,  or  else  crib¬ 
bing  filled  with  small  stuff  is  tised,  depending 
upon  the  nature  of  the  waste  material.  Spac¬ 
ing  of  the  pack,  along  the  face  varies  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  nature  of  the  roof  and  the  nature 
and  quantity  of  the  material  at  hand.  Some¬ 
times  regularly  spaced  rock-filled  cribs  are 
used,  with  timber  props  between;  in  other 
cases,  where  the  rock  coming  down  with  the 
coal  yields  blocks  of  fairly  good  size  and  the 
roof  is  of  good  quality,  road  walls  are  built 
without  timber  and  few.  if  any,  props  are 
used  along  the  face. 

As  the  roof  settles  back  upon  the  pack  walls 
I)ropcr  height  in  roadways  to  the  face  i.s 
maintained  by  shooting  down  roof  or  taking 


wall  principle  is  constantly  increasing,  by 
reason  of  the  great  depths  at  which  coal  is 
being  mined  and  the  corresponding  difficulty 
of  sustaining  the  roof  properly  by  the  room- 
and-pillar  method  without  leaving  an  excessive 
percentage  of  the  coal. 


Fig.  2. — Longwall  Advancing. 

The  general  principle  of  longwall  working 
contemplates  the  maintenance  of  a  continuous 
face,  roughly  circular,  either  partially  or 
wholly,  and  with  roadways  at  suitable  intervals 
to  afford  haulage  communication  with  the 
mine  opening.  As  the  coal  is  worked  out  the 
roof  is  allowed  to  settle  slowly  and  gradually 
back  onto  pack  walls  and  gob  made  up  prefer¬ 
ably  of  waste  material  left  as  the  coal  is  re¬ 
moved.  Upon  the  availability  of  pack  material 
of  proper  nature  and  in  sufficient  ciuantities 
depends  a  large  item  of  economy  in  longwall 
mining.  Where  this  pack  material  is  insuffi¬ 
cient,  timbering  must  be  resorted,  to;  where 
it  is  in  excess,  such  excess  must  be  hauled 
outside  the  mine  for  disposal.  For  successful 
longwall  working,  the  roof  should  be  of  a 
suitably  flexible  character,  so  as  to  be  con¬ 
trolled  readily  in  its  subsidence,  throwing  the 
main  weight  well  back  into  the  gob  and  pre¬ 
preventing  excessive  pressure  or  breakage  at 
the  face  of  the  coal. 

Systems  of  Longwall. 


Fig.  4. — Surface  Plant,  Midway  Mine,  Western  C.  &  M.  Co. 


There  are  to  be  recognized  two  general 
methods  of  longwall  mining,  longwall  advanc¬ 
ing  and  longwall  retreating. 

The  latter  system,  not  extensively  used  m 
this  country,  necessitates  driving  entries 
the  mine  opening,  radiating  to  the  limits  of  the 
property  which  is  to  be  worked  out  from 
this  opening.  There  the  ends  of  these  various 
entries  are  connected  to  form  the  continuous 
face.  Mining  operations  then  proceed,  the 
face  advancing  toward  the  mine  opening  and 

♦  From  Electrical  Mining. 


up  Ijottom,  or  both.  Where  the  mining  opera¬ 
tions  yield  insufficient  pack  material  these 
brushings  from  roadways  are  used  in  build 
ing  pack  walls  on  either  side  at  the  working 
face. 

It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  longwall  re 
treating  involves  the  greater  development  out¬ 
lay  in  entry  driving,  etc,,  before  the  mine  can 
begin  active  and  remunerative  production. 


into  proper  position  for  the  new  face,  as  sho^vn 
at  the  right  in  b'ig.  3.  M  the  rr)ad  head,  con 
nection  with  the  entry  track  is  imvle  by  a  "flat 
sheet”  of  plate  iron,  on  which  the  car  i'  readily 
turned. 

Under  poor  roof  the  space  between  the 
face  and  the  gc)b  may  not  be  suflicient  t"  per 
mit  use  f)f  cars  and  track.  In  such  cases  pl.at 
forms  similar  to  stone  sledges  arc  use<l  in 


28 


[October  13 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


getting  the  coal  to  the  nearest  entry  for  load¬ 
ing  onto  cars  there.  Under  these  adverse  cir¬ 
cumstances  roadways  intersect  the  face  at 
distances  of  only  tliirty  to  one  hundred  feet. 
With  the  face  track  system  roads  are  from 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  six  hundred  feet 
apart,  depending  upon  conditions.  Manifestly 
the  face  track  is  the  best  arrangement  where 
practicable,  not  only  because  of  the  easier 
loading  and  moving  of  the  coal,  but  also  on 


account  of  the  saving  in  cost  of  maintaining 
and  brushing  additional  roadways. 

Advantages  of  Longwall. 

The  longwall  system  of  mining  has  many 
advantages  over  room-and-pillar  work,  where 
it  can  successfully  be  used. 

1.  With  longwall  advancing,  there  is  no 
entry  driving  or  narrow  work  in  the  coal. 

2.  The  ventilation  system  is  very  simple. 

3.  Except,  in  brushing  roadways,  no  blast¬ 
ing  is  done  in  the  mine,  the  coal  being  broken 
down  by  the  weight  of  the  overburden  where 
the  roof  is  under  proper  control. 

4.  Elimination  of  blasting  does  away  with 
the  possibility  of  disaster  resulting  from  ex¬ 
plosions  caused  by  blown-out  or  windy  shots. 

5.  No  powder  being  used  in  bringing  down 
the  coal,  the  latter  comes  out  in  exception¬ 
ally  large  pieces  and  the  percentage  of  “fines” 
is  very  small.  Longwall  coal  is  practically 
one  hundred  per  cent  lump. 

fi.  Inasmuch  as  all  of  the  coal  is  removed 
and  the  roof  settles  firmly  upon  the  gob,  there 


is  no  possibility  for  creeps  to  extend 
over  and  cause  loss  of  old  workings  or  entries, 
as  may  occur  with  room-and-pillar  work  where 
removal  of  the  pillars  is  not  done  carefully 
and  at  the  right  time. 

The  longwall  sj^stem  of  mining  has  so 
many  attractive  features  that  room-and-pillar 
operators,  especially  when  confronted  with 
some  adverse  conditions,  are  prone  to  regard 
longwall  not  only  as  a  desirable  solution  for 


their  difficulties,  but  also  as  a  method  by  which 
they  may  effect  important  economies.  For 
successful  operation  by  longwall  methods  a 
suitable  combination  of  favorable  conditions 
is  absolutely  essential.  Furthermore,  the  work 
must  be  started  by  practical  longwall  men. 
In  certain  cases,  even  where  the  essential 
conditions  have  been  entirely  favorable,  at¬ 
tempted  longwall  work  has  been  ruined  and 
the  chances  of  success  spoiled  through  lack 


of  knowledge  and  experience  on  the  part  of 
those  undertaking  the  work.  The  thicker 
the  vein  of  coal,  the  more  difficult  is  the 
operation  of  the  longwall  system,  owing  to 
the  greater  subsidence  of  the  roof  and  the 
correspondingly  greater  difficulty  of  control¬ 
ling  properly  its  flexure  and  settlement.  A 
high  degree  of  skill  and  experience  is  required 
for  starting  a  longwall  operation,  as  only  the 
experienced  longwall  miner  can  properly 
analyze  in  advance  the  conditions  to  be  en¬ 
countered  and  determine  accordingly  the 
methods  which  he  must  follow  in  order  to  in¬ 
sure  successful  working. 

Missouri  Longwall  Field. 

As  fairly  illustrative  of  longwall  practice 
in  this  country  a  number  of  views  are  pre¬ 
sented  showing  various  details  of  equipment 
and  operation  at  five  mines  in  the  Missouri 
field,  Lafayette  county.  These  companies, 
with  the  location  of  their  mines,  are:  Farmers' 
Coal  Co.,  Higginsville;  Western  Coal  & 


Mining  Co.  (Fig.  4),  Lexington;  J.  C.  Mc- 
Grew,  Lexington;  Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain 
Co.,  Wellington;  Independence  Coal  Mining 
Co..  Napoleon. 

The  coal  vein  in  this  field  varies  in  thick¬ 
ness  from  sixteen  to  twenty-four  inches,  aver¬ 
aging  about  twenty  inches.  Immediately  un¬ 
derlying  the  coal  throughout  a  large  portion 
of  the  region  is  a  thin  sulphur  band,  beneath 
which  occurs  a  stratum  of  fire  clay.  Over¬ 


lying  the  coal  is  a  thick  band  of  block  slate, 
and  a  thin  layer  of  draw  slate.  Next  above 
is  the  “cap  rock”  of  lime  stone,  which  forms 
the  permanent  roof.  Thicknesses  for  these  va¬ 
rious  strata  naturally  vary  with  different  prop¬ 
erties,  but  the  following  may  be  taken  as  aver¬ 
age  thicknesses  for  one  particular  locality: 
Cap  rock,  five  feet;  draw  slate,  three  inches; 
block  slate,  ten  inches;  coal,  twenty  inches; 
sulphur  band,  five  inches;  fire  clay,  one  and 
one-half  to  two  and  one-half  feet.  The  draw 
slate  and  block  slate  come  down  with  the 
coal  in  large  chunks,  forming  nicely  rectan¬ 
gular  blocks  readily  piled  to  form  pack  walls 
and  road  walls.  Very  little  timber — in  many 
cases  none  at  all — is  required  in  the  mines 
throughout  this  field. 

Fig.  6  shows  outline  of  the  working  plan  of  a 
mine. 

Mining  is  done  in  the  fire  clay,  so  that  none 
of  the  coal  is  reduced  to  screenings.  Several 
of  the  smaller  companies  operating  in  this 
locality  employ  pick  miners  for  hand-cutting 
their  coal,  but  the  only  mines  which  have  what 
may  be  termed  a  fair  production  are  those 
using  mining  machines  of  special  longwall  pat¬ 
tern. 

The  use  of  machies  frequently  has  made 
successful  certain  longwall  operations  which 
otherwise  could  not  be  carried  through.  The 
machine  maintains  a  straight  face  and  ad¬ 
vances  uniformly  each  day  regardless  of  varia¬ 
tions  in  the  hardness  of  cutting.  A  regular 
advance  and  a  straightaway  face  are  essentials 
of  success  in  longwall  mining. 

Longwall  Machine  History. 

The  Sperry  Electric  Mining  Machine  Co. 
started  in  business  in  1889  and  during  that 
and  the  following  years  experimented  with 
the  Sperry  pick  machine  and  the  eight-wheel 
single-type  locomotive,  both  machine  and 
locomotive  being  used  at  the  mines  of  the 
Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co., 
Streator,  Ill.  It  was  during  1890,  on  account 
of  some  experiments  in  connection  with  com¬ 
pressed-air  longwall  machinery  in  the  north¬ 
ern  Illinois  field,  that  A.  L.  Sweet,  president 
of  this  mining  company,  urged  the  Sp<erry 
company  to  design  an  electric  longwall  ma¬ 
chine.  As  a  result  the  first  longwall  machine 
ever  designed  and  operated  in  this  country 
was  tested  in  Shaft  “J”  of  the  Chicago,  Wil¬ 
mington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  at  Braidwood. 
Later  two  additional  machines  of  the  same 
pattern  were  placed  in  Shaft  “O”  and  their 
operation  continued  until  it  was  proved  that 
the  uncertain  character  of  the  roof  made  long¬ 
wall  machine  mining  in  this  particular  mine 
unlikely  to  be  profitable. 

It  was  during  the  operation  of  these  two 
machines  at  Braidwood  that  officials  of  the 
Missouri  Pacific  railway,  W.  Farnham,  en- 
.gineer,  and  M.  W.  Serat,  superintendent,  vis¬ 
ited  the  mine  and  were  much  impressed  with 
the  machines  and  their  evident  adaptability 
to  the  existing  conditions  in  the  Alissouri 
field.  Subsequent  events  proved  the  correct¬ 
ness  of  their  judgment.  A  contract  was  en¬ 
tered  into  whereby  the  Sperry  Electric  Ma¬ 
chine  Co.  furnished  a  complete  plant,  includ¬ 
ing  four  longwall  machies.  for  use  in  the 
Graddy  mine  of  the  Missouri  Pacific,  at  Lex¬ 
ington.  .^Lcceptance  of  the  machinery  was 
continsrent  entirelj"^  upon  proof  of  its  ability 
tjD  enable  production  of  coal  at  ten  cents  per 
ton  less  than  the  prevailing  cost  of  hand 
mining.  Difficulty  had  been  experienced  in 
operating  this  property,  owing  to  the  hard 
mining,  which  influenced  the  miners  to  seek 
easier  conditions  in  adjoining  mines..  This 
plant  proved  a  marked  success;  additional  ma¬ 
chines  were  purchased  later  and  operation 
was  continued  for  many  years.  After  ex¬ 
hausting  the  Graddy  property  the  machines 
were  trasferred  to  other  mines  of  the  same 
company,  now  known  as  the  Western  Coal  & 
IMining  Co.,  where  even  the  original  machines 
are  still  at  work. 

One  view  of  one  of  these  machines  at  the 
Midway  mine  (Fig.  4)  of  this  company  is 
reproduced  in  Fig.  8.  The  machine  con¬ 
sisted  essentially  of  an  electric  motor,  transmit- 


Fig.  6. — Mine  Map  with  Roadways  Named,  Laning-Harris  C.  &  G.  Co. 
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ting  power  through  a  train  of  gearing  to  an 
upright  sprocket  shaft,  driving  a  chain  having 
cutting  bits  attached.  The  other  end  of  this 
chain  passed  around  a  sprocket  of  about  thirty 
inches  diameter,  carried  by  an  arm  so  fastened 
to  the  machine  frame  that  the  arm  could  be 
tilted  to  cut  slightly  upward  or  downward.  A 
controller  wheel  at  the  front  of  the  machine 


seven  hundred  linear  feet  of  face  per  shift, 
undercutting  to  a  depth  of  from  thirty  to  forty- 
two  inches.  Four  men  were  required  in  its 
operation.  One  man  was  the  machine  runner ; 
the  second  man  shoveled  the  clay  cuttings  back 
into  the  gob  between  the  pack  walls ;  the  third 
man,  behind  the  machine,  placed  sprags  into  the 
kerf  to  prevent  premature  fall  of  the  coal,  and 


but  eliminating  the  cumbersome  rack  rail,  so  that 
the  machine  now  drags  itself  forward  over  the 
mine  floor  by  means  of  a  wire  cable.  These  im¬ 
provements  reduced  by  one  man  the  number  re¬ 
quired  with  the  Sperry  type.  The  Goodman 
Manufacturing  Co.  has  installed  machines  of  itt 
imi)rovcd  type  in  several  mines  in  the  Missouri 
lougwall  field  atul  these  machines  alone,  of  the 


Fig.  8. — Rear  of  Goodman  Machine,  Showing  Undercut  Coal,  Cutter  Chain  and  Clay  Cut  tings,  Farmers  Coal  Co 


enabled  the  operator  to  govern  the  direction  of 
cutting  by  tilting  the  arm  as  required.  The 
machine  propelled  itself  forward  _  by  means  of 
a  gear  operating  in  a  rack  rail,  this  rail  support¬ 
ing  one-half  of  the  weight  of  the  machine,  as 
well  as  feeding  the  machine  ahead.  The  rail 
was  made  in  sections  eight  feet  long,  fastened 


also,  disconnected  and  moved  forward  the  jacks 
and  rack  rail  section ;  the  fourth  man  set  the  jacks 
and  rack  rail  ahead  of  the  machine,  turned  the 
face  track  back  out  of  the  way,  as  shown  in 
Fig.  8,  and  made  other  necessary  preparations  for 
free  passage  of  the  approaching  machine.  From 
the  Sperry  Electric  Mining  Machine  Co.  was 


many  different  makes  tried  in  that  section,  have 
been  successful  in  meeting  the  exacting  require¬ 
ments. 

The  Illustrations. 

Fig.  1  shows  an  electrical  generating  unit, 
such  as  is  furnished  by  the  Goodman  Manu- 


Fig.  9.— View  at  Face,  with  Pack  Walls,  Track  and  Goodman  Machine  Approaching  Jack,  Laning-Harris  C.  &  G.  Co. 


in  place  by  jacks  between  the  floor  and  roof  of 
the  mine.  The  arrangement  of  jacks  and  rail 
is  plainly  shown  by  Fig.  8. 

In  ordinary  clay  cutting,  the  Sperry  ma¬ 
chine  proved  itself  capable  of  undermining,  suc¬ 
cessfully  and  steadily,  from  three  hundred  to 


afterward  organized  the  Independent  Electric 
Co.,  a  predecessor  to  the  present  Goodman  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co. 

Meanwhile  the  lougwall  mining  machine  ha^ 
been  advanced  and  perfected,  retaining  the  su¬ 
perior  points  of  the  original  Sperry  machine. 


facturing  Co.  lor  mining  service.  1  lie  engine 
at  the  b'armers  Coal  i  o.'s  power  house  a 
lOxlj-inch  McEwen.  built  by  the  Ridgeway  ;l’a. ; 
Dynamo  &  linginc  •  It  i^  l"'Uid  to  a  no  k-  w 
Goodman  mining  generator.  ins»alU;d^  to  drive 
easily  four  longw::'l  machines,  but  oiien  called 
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upon  to  furnish  power  for  eight,  during  whole 
shifts.  This  means  an  overload  of  more  than 
fifty  per  cent,  endured  not  merely  for  an  hour  or 
two,  hut  for  eight  hours  at  a  time.  No  better 
evidence  could  be  desired  in  proof  of  the  oft- 
stated  fact  that  Goodman  generators  are  designed 
with  special  reference  to  the  peculiar  require¬ 
ments  of  mining  service. 

I'ig.  4  presents  a  view  of  the  surface  plant 
at  the  Midway  mine  of  the  Western  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  near  Lexington,  Mo.  Here  is  lo¬ 
cated  a  central  power  plant,  furnishing  electric 
current  for  this  mine  and  also  for  two  others 
near  by.  At  these  three  mines  are  still  in  use 
several  of  the  historic  Sperry  longwall  machines. 
The  modern  Goodman  machine  has  now  been 
adojited,  however,  and  an  order  for  four  is  being 
executed. 

b'ig.  ()  reproduces  outline  map  of  the  work¬ 
ing  plan  for  an  actual  longwall  operation.  A 
drift  mine  naturally  can  not  have  a  completely 
closed  circuit  for  its  working  face,  and  the  min¬ 
ing  machines  must  be  shifted  back  to  the  start¬ 
ing  point  after  each  passage.  The  shaft  mine, 
ordinarily,  unless  hampered  by  property  limits 
or  other  governing  conditions,  may  have  a  con¬ 
tinuous  face  and  never  have  to  shift  the  ma¬ 
chines. 

Figs.  9  and  10  show  a  Goodman  longwall 
machine  in  the  P'armers  Coal  Co.’s  mine.  Cut¬ 
ting  here  is  done  only  at  night  and  the  photo¬ 
graphs  show  the  machine  as  left  by  the  crew 
for  its  daytime  idleness.  The  power  cable  is 
seen  coiled  in  front  of  the  machine.  Fig.  9 
shows  the  shoe  which  slides  along  the  face, 
and  the  drum  which  winds  in  the  haulage 
cable;  also  the  controller,  arm  tilting  screw, 
etc.  Fig.  10  shows  the  cutter  chain  entering 
the  kerf  in  the  fire  clay  beneath  the  coal;  also 
the  face  of  the  coal  itself  with  draw  slate  and 
block  slate  above.  One  rail  of  the  face  track 
appears  in  both  views. 

Fig.  11  gives  a  good  general  idea  of  the 
longwall  operation,  showing  the  coal  face  at 
the  left,  the  Goodman  machine  approaching 
the  cable  jack,  the  face,  track,  and  the  pack 
walls  at  the  right.  Working  height  here  is 
about  40  inches.  Comparison  with  Fig.  8 
shows  that  the  Goodman  machine  does  not 
require  removal  of  the  face  track,  as  the  old 
Sperry  machine  did. 

From  chalk  marks  on  the  first  load,  the  weigh 
boss  will  know  that  this  box  goes  to  the  credit 
of  loader  No.  27.  Height  under  the  cap  rock 
here  is  only  32  in.  The  picture  shows  the  man¬ 
ner  of  roof  brushing  to  give  needed  height  in 
roadways.  Road  head  and  working  face  are  only 
a  few  feet  in  the  distance. 

[Next  week  the  conclusion  of  this  longwall 
matter  will  deal  more  particularly  with  the 
equipment  and  methods  of  individual  mining 
companies  in  the  Missouri  field.  References 
will  likely  be  made  to  the  illustrations  in  this 
issue.  Save  it.] 


Freight  Schedule. 

Freight  rates  per  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds 
from  the  Connelsville  re  ion,  which  includes  any 
part  of  it,  to  the  principal  points  of  consumption. 


are  as  follows : 

To  Pittsburg  . ■ _ $0.30 

To  Mahoning  and  Shenango  valleys .  1.30 

To  Boston  .  3..'>0 

To  Baltimore  .  2.0.) 

To  Buffalo,  N.  Y . .  . . .  i.85 

To  Cairo,  Ill .  2.80 

To  Detroit,  Mich .  2.2.) 

To  Chicago,  111 .  2.6.5 

To  Cincinnati,  Ohio  .  2.10 

To  Cleveland,  Ohio  .  1.60 

To  Columbus,  Ohio  .  l.o."; 

To  Joliet,  Ill .  2.6.') 

To  Louisville,  Ky .  2.6,5 

To  East  St.  Louis .  2.80 

To  Elwood,  Ind .  2.3,5 

To  New  York  . .  2.75 

To  Toledo,  Ohio  .  2.25 


New  Director  for  the  Huntings 
don  and  Broad  Top  R.  R. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Huntingdon  & 
Broad  Top  Railroad,  held  in  Philadelphia  on 


Samuel  Heilner. 


Tuesday  of  this  week,  Samuel  Heilner,  head  of 
the  firm  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  board  of  directors. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  13. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  bituminous  market,  as  it  af¬ 
fected  local  conditions,  may  be  said  to  have  been 
both  satisfactory  and  unsatisfactory  during  the 
week  that  has  just  been  brought  to  a  close. 
It  has  been  satisfactory  in  the  matter  of  de¬ 
mand,  as  there  has  been  considerable  activity  re¬ 
ported  both  in  the  matter  of  line  and  tidewater 
business,  and  it  has  been  unsatisfactory  in  the 
matter  of  receipts,  as  the  car  shortage  con¬ 
tinues,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  chance  of  an 
early  let  up  in  this  regard.  This  is  certainly 
discouraging  to  some  agencies  and  shippers,  who, 
after  the  long  period  of  summer  lassitude,  see 
orders  in  their  hands  which  they  can  not  fill  in 
full,  and  have,  in  not  a  few  cases,  to  turn  down 
customers  who  desire  to  originate  an  immediate 
business,  or  who  wish  to  increase  contracts. 
It  may  be  noted,  however,  that  inability  to  supply 
coal  is  not  the  keynote  of  every  handler  of  the 
product  here,  for  many  are  taking  care  of  all 
the  business  that  is  coming  their  way,  and  re¬ 
port  that  they  are  still  out  for  orders.  It  is 
truly  a  market  that  in  the  matter  of  ,demand 
seems  of  considerable  strength  in  places,  and 
then  again  rather  weak  in  others. 

In  the  matter  of  prices  too,  this  condition 
of  being  fairly  satisfactory  and  then  again  rather 
unsatisfactory  prevails  here.  Coals  that  were 
some  weeks  back  dangerously  close  to  the  one 
dollar  mark  are  to  be  sure  now  doing  thirty 
cents  or  so  better  at  the  mines,  and  while  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  cents  appears  to  have  been 
put  on  the  first-class  grades  that  never  went 
farther  than  $1.40  or  $1.50,  still  there  are  many 
conservative  men  here  who  believe  that  trade 
conditions,  both  from  a  standpoint  of  consump¬ 
tion  and  demand,  and  from  a  standpoint  ot 
justice  to  the  producing  interests,  should  be  con¬ 
siderably  better.  These  same  men,  by  the  way, 
predict  that  the  continued  car  shortage  after  the 
real  rigors  of  winter  sets  in  will,  if  nothing 
else  does,  force  prices  up  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent. 

Coke  still  remains  very  scarce  in  this  territory, 
and  at  prices  that  are  in  many  cases  set  by  the 


necessity  of  the  consumer  for  large  and  im¬ 
mediate  delivery.  This  is  another  thing  in  which 
but  little  relief  is  figured  upon,  as  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  local  handlers  of  the  fuel  leads  to  the 
belief  that  it  is  more  a  question  of  curtailed 
production  due  to  labor  scarcity,  and  to  the  won¬ 
derful  increase  in  the  amount  of  coke  demanded, 
then  to  car  shortage  troubles,  that  has  led  to 
the  present  state  of  affairs.  The  Maryland  Steel 
Works  at  Sparrows  Point,  near  here,  has  been, 
and  still  is,  a  great  consumer  of  coke,  but  there, 
as  elsewhere,  they  have  been  having  their  trou¬ 
ble  with  labor.  The  class  of  men  needed  in  the 
steel  works  has  been  extremely  hard  to  secure, 
and  a  gentleman  in  close  touch  with  the  big 
works,  which  employs  in  all  of  its  departments, 
some  5,0(X)  men,  said  that  it  had  recently  been 
a  big  problem  to  keep  things  going  full,  and 
this  with  plenty  of  orders  on  hand.  Last  week 
an  accident  at  the  \vorks,  in  which  blazing  coke 
poured  from  a  furnace  upon  a  force  of  thirty 
men,  burying  several  of  them  under  tons  of 
red  hot  fuel,  was  not  an  incouraging  feature  at 
a  critical  labor  period.  Seven  of  the  men  caught 
died  of  their  injuries.  It  may  be  said,  however, 
that  the  big  works  in  the  past  has  been  singu¬ 
larly  free  from  serious  accidents. 

The  advent  of  real  fall  weather  has  had  the 
effect  of  brightening  up  the  anthracite  trade  to 
a  considerable  degree.  Several  real  frosts  have 
come  the  way  of  Baltimore,  and  not  a  few  fur¬ 
naces  and  stoves  in  homes  are  already  going.  It 
must  be  but  the  matter  of  a  very  short  time  now 
before  the  fellow  without  much  coal  in  his  cel¬ 
lar  must  get  busy  and  order.  A  brisk  business 
is  anticipated,  and  yards,  generally  speaking, 
seem  pretty  well  stocked  to  meet  the  situation. 
Some  gaps  made  by  early  season  orders  are  now 
being  filled,  and  a  fair  amount  of  anthracite 
seems  to  be  coming  through  in  spite  of  the  car 
shortage.  Things  look  pretty  good  to  the  trade 
at  present,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  sea¬ 
son  should  not  prove  a  prosperous  one. 

Mr.  C.  E.  Conaway,  of  Fairmont.  W.  Va., 
who  is  well  known  in  coal  circles  here,  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  just  closed  a  deal  for  a  tract 
of  4,000  acres  from  what  is  known  as  the 
Jackson  interest.  It  is  said  that  the  transac¬ 
tion  involves  about  $1,000,000,  and  that  plans 
are  being  worked  out  for  a  full  development  of 
the  lands,  which  are  in  Harrison  county,  with 
an  outlet  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 

In  the  latest  United  States  Geological  table, 
which  includes  a  history  of  coal  mining  in  Mary¬ 
land,  it  is  stated  that  the  output  for  1905  was 
5,108,539  tons.  The  entire  production  in  Maryland 
since  the  discovery  of  the  first  coal  in  1820,  the 
first  bituminous  discovered  in  the  United  States, 
has  been  136,638,467  tons. 

V 

The  Lewiston  &  Auburn  Coal  Co.,  Portland, 
Maine,  has  ben  incorporated  with  $10,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  and  officers  of  the 
company  are  E.  O.  Stephenson,  president ;  J.  E. 
Simpson,  treasurer,  and  H.  L.  Cram,  clerk. 

V 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Raven,  Va.,  by  the  Miners’  Mutual  Coal  Co., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  B.  L.  Fink,  Odd,  \V.  Va.,  president; 
and  A.  B.  Shannon,  of  Pineville,  W.  Va,,  sec¬ 
retary. 

V 

A  charter  has  been  granted  the  Central  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.,  of  West  Virginia,  at  Clarks¬ 
burg,  to  own,  buy,  sell  and  lease  coal  and  timber 
lands  and  to  mine  and  manufacture  coke.  The 
company  will  also  conduct  a  general  merchandise 
business. 

V 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Wright  &  Weed  Co.,  Mount  Vernon,  N.  Y., 
show'ing  a  capital  stock  of  $15,00jp.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  L.  H.  Wright,  Mt.  Vernon;  F.  G. 
Weed,  Pelham  Manor,  and  T.  B.  Cleson,  South 
Orange,  N.  J. 

V 

I  find  The  Black  Diamond  very  interesting 
and  valuable  reading.  It  contains  information 
that  no  coal  man  can  afford  to  be  without.  This 
journal  has  helped  me  make  a  great  deal  more 
money  than  I  ever  paid  for  it. — J.  A.  Reeves, 
Champaign,  III 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  October  13,  1906. 

There  is  no  decided  change  toward  an  im¬ 
provement  in  hard  coal,  and  trade  generally 
continues  to  reflect  the  heavy  purchases  made 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  which  can 
only  be  relieved  through  an  increased  distribu¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  in  dealers’  yards.  On  the  other 
hand,  there  is  sufficient  evidence  that  a  quiet 
development  of  things  is  progressing  in  all  the 
departments  of  the  trade,  which  sooner  or  later 
must  bring  a  materially  larger  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness,  and  in  the  event  of  an  early  frost,  it  would 
no  doubt  greatly  stimulate  the  demand  both  at 
retail  and  wholesale.  Already  there  is  noted 
a  somewhat  better  tone  in  all  the  trade  localities, 
by  reason  of  the  advanced  season  having  reached 
a  period  where  the  natural  requirements  become 
greater,  and  this  is  more  pronounced  in  some 
directions  than  in  others. 

The  rail  trade  is  probably  the  most  important 
in  its  demand  at  this  time,  it  seeming  to  have 
become  shorter  in  its  supply  than  at  other  points, 
and  is  looked  upon  as  being  the  most  favorable 
business  available,  owing  to  the  regularity  with 
which  orders  come  in,  often  permitting  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  coal  loaded  in  cars,  that  could  not  be 
utilized  elsewhere.  The  general  trade  shows  an 
improvement,  particularly  at  points  west  and 
some  of  the  outlying  districts,  which  would  call 
for  a  larger  production  at  the  mines,  providing 
that  the  tonnage  could  be  handled  at  present, 
but  the  shortage  of  cars  in  being  diverted  to  the 
western  and  foreign  roads,  delaying  the  equip¬ 
ment  indefinitely,  shippers  are  not  anxious  to 
furnish  any  more  cars  than  is  absolutely  neces¬ 
sary  for  this  class  of  trade,  as  it  would  only  re¬ 
sult  in  a  further  curtailment  of  them,  interfering 
with  the  movement  of  coal  to  points  east  on  tha 
line  and  for  tidewater  distribution.  The  situa¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  the  transportation  and  equip¬ 
ment  to  handle  the  business  that  is  now  in  hand 
is  fully  twenty-five  per  cent  short  of  what  is 
needed,  and  until  such  time  as  the  connecting 
lines  can  overcome  this  difficulty,  there  will  be  no 
relief  given  before  the  close  of  navigation.  A 
cold  spell  prior  to  that  time  might  act  seriously, 
should  a  heavy  demand  for  coal  set  in,  and  diffi¬ 
culty  would  undoubtedly  be  experienced  in  trans¬ 
porting  the  quantity  desired. 


Trade  eastward  is  not  showing  the  effects  of 
reduced  stocks  and  the  opinion  is  that  supplies  in 
that  territory  are  comparatively  heavy,  making 
current  orders  from  there  somewhat  scarcer  and 
of  little  interest.  The  demand  for  coal  from  the 
ice-making  ports  are  urging  for  shipment,  as  the 
time  left  in  which  delivery  can  be  made  is  getting 
quite  short,  and  with  near  approach  of  ice,  ves¬ 
sels  will  demand  an  advance  in  ocean  freights. 
The  local  city  trade  is  slightly  better  than  it  was, 
with  dealers  beginning  to  feel  the  increased  dis¬ 
tribution  from  their  yards,  though  this  has  not 
yet  been  reflected  to  any  extent  into  the  whole¬ 
sale  market,  but  it  is  anticipated  it  will  develop 
soon. 

The  coal  reaching  shipping  ports  is  moving  off 
more  freely,  and  accumulations  at  these  points  are 
less  than  they  have  been  since  early  in  September. 
Egg  coal,  with  some  shippers  is  inclined  to  be 
long,  though  others  find  room  in  having  a  wider 
territory  of  distribution  and  are  disposing  of  their 
entire  production.  The  other  domestic  sizes 
are  being  absorbed  as  they  reach  destination 
points.  The  free  burning  steam  grades  are  very 
strong,  and  these  coals  show  a  demand  where 
there  is  likely  to  be  shortage  of  them  before  long. 
In  fact  some  of  the  sizes  are  already  short  of  the 
requirements  and  prices  ruling  very  firm. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows 
an  improvement  in  certain  quarters,  and  where¬ 
as  the  demand  is  not  up  to  what  it  should  be. 
yet  the  supply  of  cars  is  not  taking  care  of  the 
pres.ent  business,  with  no  immediate  prospects 
for  inprovement  in  the  number  available  that  can 
be  discovered  at  the  moment.  A  great  many 
cars  are  being  diverted  from  the  West  Virginia 
fields  for  shipment  to  the  west  and  lower  lake 
points.  Indeed  there  is  scarcely  a  mine  in  the 
gas  coal  district  that  has  not  an  unlimited  sup¬ 
ply  of  orders  for  shipment  of  all  the  three-quar¬ 
ter  coal  they  can  spare  for  the  lake  trade.  This 
has  taken  a  great  many  cars  out  of  the  local 
markets  and  their  tardy  return  to  the  systems 
here  has  created  a  shortage  that  is  being  severely 
felt,  and  it  is  not  believed  that  the  roads  so 
affected,  are  able  to  handle  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  business  being  offered,  in  fact  some 
shippers  complain  of  only  receiving  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  cars  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The 


principal  business  being  transacted  this  time  is 
on  season  contracts,  w'ith  most  producers  hav¬ 
ing  more  orders  than  they  can  conveniently 
provide  for,  causing  considerable  delay  to  cer¬ 
tain  distributing  points,  consumers  in  the  east,  too. 
are  showing  a  greater  disposition  to  put  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  winter  stock  than  they  have  been  do¬ 
ing  lately  the  low  rates  on  ocean  freight  pre¬ 
vailing,  has  also  been  an  inducement  to  get 
shipments  forwarded.  The  chief  effort  being 
made  at  present  is  to  supply  the  shoal  water 
and  ice-making  ports,  wdth  the  balances  of  con¬ 
tracts  still  due,  to  go  forward  before  the  sea¬ 
son  closes.  Most  of  the  business  in  this  ter¬ 
ritory  being  done  is  upon  old  contracts,  and  what 
new  trade  is  taken,  except  on  the  better  grades, 
is  at  the  low  current  prices. 

Trade  along  the  sound  indicates  a  general  im¬ 
provement.  but  the  short  supply  of  cars  appear¬ 
ing  for  rail  delivery,  just  at  the  period  of  a 
better  demand,  may  accentuate  the  activity  in 
this  territory,  especially  among  the  better  grades 
of  coal.  There  is  no  trade  of  any  account  doing 
in  New  York  harbor,  owing  to  excess  of  coal  be¬ 
ing  shipped  on  the  market  without  orders  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  same.  This  has  had  a  tendency  to  keep 
things  demoralized,  with  prices  down  on  the 
poorer  grades,  to  a  point  where  little  if  any  profit 
can  be  realized  on  the  transaction.  Prices  range 
down  on  the  poorer  coal  of  West  Virginia  for 
steam  purposes  to  $2.20@2.25,  a  better  grade  can 
be  had  at  $2.40@2.7,5  but  the  standard  steam  coals 
are  firm  at  $2.65@2.7,5  f.  o.  h.  the  shipping  ports. 
The  all-rail  trade  is  better  than  it  was,  and 
more  coal  is  being  called  for,  though  prices  show 
no  change  towards  improving.  Transportation 
oil  most  roads  is  irregular  and  slower  than  usual, 
cars  are  short  on  all  lines,  with  probably  the 
Pennsylvania  being  an  exception,  but  have  not 
a  good  supply  of  the  smaller  size  cars,  which 
are  essential  on  certain  shipments.  In  the  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market,  craft  of  all  knds  is  short 
and  rates  inclined  to  advance,  due  to  the  heavy 
northeast  winds  that  have  confined  them  to  places 
of  safety  for  over  a  week.  We  quote  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  follows ;  Boston,  Salem  and  Port¬ 
land  65@75c;  Lynn,  85c;  Newburyport,  90c;  Bath 
and  Portsmouth,  75@80c;  Bangor,  80@90c ; 
Saco,  90c  and  towage;  Gardiner,  90@95c  and 
towage ;  to  sound,  55c. 


Market  ^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  October  12. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Unless  all  expectations  fail  of  realization, 
the  fall  and  winter  season  now  approaching,  will  be 
one  of  the  most  active  so  far  as  the  anthracite 
market  is  concerned,  that  local  dealers  have  ex¬ 
perienced  in  many  years.  Up  to  the  present  the 
increased  demand  has  been  principally  among 
the  retailers,  but  there  is  a  general  feeling  of 
encouragement  that  within  a  week  or  two,  all 
lines  will  be  rushed  to  their  capacity. 

Lake  shipments  for  the  week  past  have  been 
fairly  good,  in  fact,  a  trifle  above  normal,  though 
the  up-lake  demand  is  not  extremely  heavy. 
Docks  at  some  of  the  ports  are  crowded,  and  un¬ 
less  some  of  the  coal  already  held  by  them  is  not 
soon  distributed,  the  close  of  the  season  will  be 
less  active  than  has  been  expected.  Total  ship¬ 
ment  for  the  past  seven  days  was  twenty-five  car¬ 
goes,  amounting  to  85,368  tons.  This  amount  was 
distributed  as  follows : 

Tons.  'Ions. 

Chicago  .  38,700  Milwaukee  .  11,000 

Duluth  .  11,708  Waukegan  ........  4,300 

Superior  .  16,500  Sault  Ste.  Marie  . .  3,000 

In  the  local  market  the  demand  for  egg,  stove 


and  nut  sizes  is  active,  the  colder  weather  of  the 
past  week  serving  to  give  increased  energy  to  the 
retail  trade.  With  the  exception  of  nut,  required 
sizes  are  in  liberal  supply,  the  quiet  condition  of 
the  lake  trade  permitting  the  accumulation  of  a 
liberal  supply  in  the  yards  and  at  the  storage 
plants  of  the  various  companies  in  this  city. 

There  is  no  improvement  in  the  car  situation. 
Shippers  of  bituminous  are  greatly  bothered  to 
secure  transportation  for  the  coal  and  in  most 
cases  orders  are  fully  two  weeks  behind  in  de¬ 
livery.  At  the  mines  operations  are  still  con¬ 
ducted  on  the  half-time  plan,  for  the  simple  rea¬ 
son  that  the  operators  are  unable  to  handle  more 
than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  stock  they  are  actually 
able  to  mine.  There  is  no  change  in  the  market 
condition,  the  demand  continuing  good,  prices 
firm  and  buyers  in  evidence.  There  have  been  no 
large  orders  reported  this  w'eek,  nor  are  the 
operators  looking  for  them.  It’s  just  an  easy, 
every-day  business.  The  railroads  are  apparently 
getting  all  the  fuel  they  need  for  present  use 
and  are  not  worrying  about  the  future.  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  is  in  good  demand  at  $1.40  at  the  mines. 


mine-run.  There  is  no  present  or  anticipated 
trouble  with  the  miners. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Coke,  which  is  largely  governed  by  the  car  sit¬ 
uation.  is  scarce  and  in  active  demand.  Prices 
are  on  the  line  of  previous  quotations. 

G.  S.  Ramsey,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Shawmiut  Mining  Co.,  at  St.  Mary’s,  Pa.,  was  a 
caller  at  the  local  offices  of  the  company  early 
in  the  week. 

E.  C.  Roberts,  of  the  Iledstrom  interests,  is 
making  a  tour  of  the  company  properties  this 
W'eek,  and  will  visit  the  mines  at  Dutch  Hill  and 
Fairmont.  He  will  also  visit  Pittsburg. 

It  is  now  reported  that  the  tie  up  of  a  large 
number  of  carloads  of  coke  in  the  Connellsville 
district,  has  been  broken  and  that  coke  is  now 
moving  with  the  usual  freedom  from  that  sec¬ 
tion. 

.\  dispatch  from  Mahoning  City  says  a  new 
vein  of  coal  extending  a  mile  in  length  and  an 
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eighth  of  a  mile  in  width  with  an  average  thick¬ 
ness  of  twelve  feet,  has  been  discovered  by  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  in  the 
Mahoning  valley. 

The  Buffalo  Enquirer  says : 

Charles  T.  Williams,  trustee  for  the  Riverview 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  has  filed  his  final  report  with 
Referee  in  Bankruptcy  Hotchkiss,  this  bankrupt 
company  was  owned  and  controlled  by  Donnelly, 
Dunham  &  Co.,  and  the  Donnelly-Dunham  Coal 
Mining  Co.  The  assets  of  the  concern  consisted  of 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  Armstrong  county.  Pa., 
together  with  certain  personal  property,  consist¬ 
ing  of  engines,  mining  machinery,  tools,  etc. 

At  the  time  the  creditors’  petition  was  filed 
against"  the  concern  it  owed  quite  a  sum  of  money 
for  wages  upon  which  judgments  had  been  se¬ 
cured  and  executions  issued.  The  sheriff  of  Arm¬ 
strong  county  was  about  to  sell  the  property  of 
the  mining  company  to  satisfy  these  judgments, 
ljut  the  trustee  secured  injunctions  restraining 
the  sale,  and  the  men  eventually  got  their  money. 
On  June  third,  1905,  the  assets  of  the  bank¬ 
rupt  estate  were  sold  by  Mr.  Williams  to  Frank 
Sullivan  Smith,  a  brother-in-law  to  Gov.  Higgins, 
for  the  sum  of  $40,500.  The  sale  was  made  at 
public  auction,  and  was  afterward  confirmed. 

Soon  after  the  sale  a  dispute  arose  among  the 
trustees  of  the  Riverview  Coal  Mining  Co.,  the 
Donnelly-Dunham  Coal  Mining  Co.  and  Donnelly, 
Dunham  &  Co. 

The  trustee  of  the  Donnelly-Dunham  Coal 
Mining  Co.  claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  all  the 
personal  property  in  the  mine,  and  the  trustee  of 
Donnelly,  Dunham  &  Co.  claimed  to  be  the  owner 
by  assignment  of  the  bankrupt’s  rights  in  a 
tain  contract  made  with  Joseph  Early  for  the 
purchase  of  coal  lands  in  Armstrong  county, 
upon  which  there  had  been  paid  the  sum  of  $1,133 
and  on  which  there  remained  to  be  paid  the  sum 
of  $2,600  before  said  contract  would  be  available 
as  an  asset  of  the  estate. 

The  trustees  finally  came  to  an  agreement  that 
each  would  waive  any  claim  that  he  might  have 
against  another  trustee  as  such,  and  that  the 
personal  property  of  the  mine  should  be  consid¬ 
ered  the  personal  property  of  the  Riverview  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  and  the  trustees  of  the  Riverview 
and  Donnelly,  Dunham  &  Co.  should  divide  m 
equal  parts  between  themselves  whatever  differ¬ 
ence  there  remained  on  account  of  the  sale  of  the 
Early  property  after  the  payment  of  the  amount 
due  to  Early  on  account  of  the  purchase. 

In  August,  1904,  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  the  Riverview  company  and  the 
other  two  Donnelly-Dunham  concerns  by  which 
Donnelly,  Dunham  &  Co.  and  the  Riverview  Coal 
Mining  Co.  agreed  to  transfer  all  their  property 
and  rights  to  the  Donnelly-Dunham  Coal  Mining 
Co.  in  payment  for  which  said  parties  were  to 
receive  stock  in  the  Donnelly-Dunham  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co.  •  ,  .  • 

This  agreement  was  never  carried  out,  but  m 
furtherance  of  the  interests  of  the  parties  to  this 
agreement  the  Riverview  company  gave  a  mort¬ 
gage  upon  its  property  and  rights  in  Armstrong 
county  to  the  Buffalo  Loan,  Trust  &  Safe  Deposit 
Co.  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  issue  of  bonds 
of  the  Donnelly-Dunham  Coal  Mining  Co.  to  the 
extent  of  $75,000.  Some  of  the  bonds  were  de¬ 
livered  to  the  following  persons  in  the  amounts 
named : 

Dudley  M.  Irwin,  $3,000;  People’s  Bank,  $41,- 
000;  German-American  Bank,  $18,000;  J.  Am¬ 
brose  Butler,  $2,500. 

All  the  persons  claimed  to  hold  these  bonds 
as  security  for  the  indebtedness  of  the  Riverview 
and  Donnelly-Dunham  Coal  Mining  Co.  The 
holding  of  certain  bonds  was  disputed  by  Trustee 
Williams.  Testimony  was  taken  in  regard  there¬ 
to,  with  the  result  that  the  bonds  claimed  to  be 
held  by  Mr.  Butler  were  declared  not  to  be  a  lien 
against  the  estate.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Ger¬ 
man-American  Bank’s  claim  should  be  reduced 
from  $11,000  to  $7,000. 

On  May  third,  1906,  Mr.  Williarns  made  a  par¬ 
tial  report,  whereupon  a  first  dividend  of  trirty 
per  cent  was  declared  and  paid  only  to  the  cred¬ 
itors  of  the  bankrupt  estate  holding  bonds  of  the 
Donnelly-Dunham  Coal  Mining  Co.  and  secured 
by  the  mortgage  on  the  Riverview  Coal  Mining 
Co. 

Mr.  Williams  in  his  final  report  says  that  he 
has  on  hand  after  the  payment  of  the  thirty  per 
cent  dividend  and  all  expenses  the  sum  of 
$5,610.31,  which  has  been  ordered  distributed  in 
the  form  of  a  final  dividend. 


Boston,  Mass.,  October  11. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  no  change  worthy  of  note 
in  the  anthracite  coal  market  from  that  reported 
a  week  ago,  although  the  business  at  retail  is  said 
to  be  more  active  than  in  September  and  dealers 
are  reporting  as  having  more  orders  to  work 
upon.  This  naturally  will  become  more  effective 
in  another  three  weeks’  time,  to  allow  the  stocks 
in  the  retail  yards  to  be  reduced,  which  would 
then  be  reflected  into  the  wholesale  market  ac¬ 
cordingly,  and  giving  a  stimulus  to  the  entire 
trade.  There  has  been  little  change  in  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  cargoes  at  the  discharging  ports,  but  in 
sporadic  instances  these  cargoes  are  disposed 
of  and  it  is  understood  that  busyiess  is  being 
contracted  for  in  advance,  which  should  make 
water  shipments  more  active  a  little  later.  The 
shoalwater  ports  are  still  taking  a  fair  amount 
of  coal  and  shippers  will  likely  be  kept  busy  up 
to  the  time  ice  makes,  and  there  is  a  question 
in  some  cases  whether  the  full  quantity  can  be 
furnished.  The  strong  east  wind  that  has  pre¬ 
vailed  for  about  ten  days  past,  tied  up  all  sail¬ 
ing  vessels  at  the  loading  ports,  unable  to  ven¬ 
ture  out  for  this  period  of  time  and  it  was 
reported  that  over  one  hundred  boat§  were  so 
affected,  which  seriously  delays  the  delivery  of 
the  coal  and  in  case  of  further  storms  may  cause 
an  uneasiness  as  to  obtaining  a  full  supply.  The 
all-rail  trade  is  producing  comparatively  more 
orders  than  at  the  tidewater  points  and  is  being 
taken  with  greater  regularity,  making  it  of  more 
importance  to  shippers  in  the  absorption  of  the 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October  11. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  is 
slightly  improved  from  what  it  has  been  for  some 
weeks  past  with  more  orders  available  for  ship¬ 
ment  and  the  development  of  a  reasonable  char¬ 
acter.  There  is  no  rush  about  the  business 
obtained,  as  stocks  in  buyers’  hands  have  not  yet 
been  materially  reduced,  but  the  sentiment  in  the 
trade  is  to  keep  supplies  well  replenished  in  view 
of  the  greater  uncertainty  of  transportation  as 
the  season  advances.  A  sudden  increase  in  the 
demand  at  this  time  would  probably  tax  the  fa¬ 
cilities  of  the  railroads  to  a  point  where  the 
movement  of  the  tonnage  might  be  delayed,  as 
the  congestion  of  cars  on  the  western  roads  is 
very  heavy,  affecting  eastern  roads  which  have 
not  only  to  handle  the  traffic  which  they  orig¬ 
inate,  but  have  the  crops  of  the  west  coming  upon 
them  for  export.  The  reduced  September  pro¬ 
duction  of  anthracite  coal  is  indicative  as  to  the 
restriction  in  the  region  by  the  short  supply.  The 
shipments  for  September  showed  a  decided  de¬ 
crease  as  compared  with  those  of  the  correspond¬ 
ing  month  in  1905.  The  total  tonnage  amounted 
to  4,527,886,  a  decrease  of  554,346  tons,  nearly 
one-half  of  which  came  from  the  Reading,  whose 
total  shipments  aggregated  804,390  tons,  while  the 
Lehigh  Valley  shipped  during  the  month  more 
coal  than  any  other  road — 888,472  tons.  Yet  this 
total  was  less  by  33,059  tons  than  were  shipped 
in  September  last  year.  The  change  in  produc¬ 
tion  was  due  to  the  Reading  company’s  mines 
being  closed  for  one  week,  but  the  other  com¬ 
panies  worked  full  time.  The  output  for  the 
nine  months  of  the  year  was  40,295,646  tons,  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  1905  of  5,092,164  tons. 
The  stocks  of  coal  at  tidewater  on  September  30 
were  739,880  tons  against  660,377  tons  on  August 
thirty-first. 

The  controlling  feature  in  the  bituminous  coal 
trade  continues  to  be  the  shortage  of  cars  and 
no  one  shipper,  regardless  of  what  road  he  may 
be  dependent  upon  for  transportation,  is  receiv¬ 
ing  the  number  of  cars  needed  to  handle  the 
business  that  is  developing.  The  demand  for 
coal  from  certain  localities  is  not  large,  though 
as  most  of  this  business  is  uncontracted  for,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  equipment  for 
an  increased  tonnage.  The  producers  having 
their  mine  product  closed  up  on  yearly  contracts, 
are  receiving  the  larger  proportion  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  that  is  available  in  the  market  and  on  such 
shipments  consigned  to  all-rail  delivery  points  on 


tonnage  from  the  mines.  The  sound  also  shows 
a  better  demand  and  is  being  further  accentuated 
by  the  shortage  of  cars  for  reshipment  to  inland 
points. 

In  the  soft  coal  market  there  is  continued 
improvement  in  a  modified  way,  consumers  ap¬ 
parently  being  more  influenced  by  the  low  ocean 
freights  than  from  any  actual  shortage  in  their 
supplies  of  stocks  on  hand.  The  scarcity  of 
vessels  during  the  week,  due  to  contrary  winds, 
and  their  detention  at  the  Hampton  Roads  load¬ 
ing  ports,  through  the  slow  movement  of  coal 
to  them  from  the  mines,  has  probably  been  the 
real  reason  for  the  improved  conditions.  The 
question  at  present  affecting  the  buyer  is  not  one 
tor  immediate  supplies  because  of  any  shortage, 
but  rather  to  make  provision  against  any  future 
requirements  that  may  arise  at  periods  when  it 
would  be  difficult  to  secure  transportation  upon 
it.  Prices  on  Georges  Creek  coal  were  advanced 
on  October  first  ten  cents  a  ton,  which  makes 
current  quotations  on  the  product  $2.85  f.  o.  b. 
Philadelphia,  and  $2.78  f.  o.  b.  Balt.more.  At  the 
advance  the  market  is  quite  firm  and  indicates 
a  further  increase  in  orders.  'Ihere  is  no  great 
amount  of  the  cheaper  coals  coming  to  this  ter¬ 
ritory  and  where  shipped  is  at  lower  prices.  The 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals  are  holding 
firm  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Norfolk  and  Newport  News 
shipping  ports.  We  quote  vessel  freights  Hampton 
Roads  and  Philadelphia  65@75  to  Boston  and 
Baltimore,  75c. 


foreign  roads  the  shortage  of  cars  is  restricting 
the  movement  very  considerably.  Prices  on  this 
trade  have  shown  no  advance  and  quotations  are 
ruling  from  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  mines 
for  ordinary  steam  grades.  The  shipments  via 
the  Delaware  have  been  very  small  during  the 
week  due  to  the  coastwise  storms  preventing 
their  leaving  the  harbor. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

The  freight  market  to  Cuban,  West  Indian, 
Mexican  and  far  east  ports  is  decidedly  firmer 
than  a  week  ago,  owing  to  a  nurrroer  of  causes; 
among  them,  the  absorption  by  the  United  States 
government  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  steamers, 
and  the  demand  for  tonnage  to  load  grain  in  the 
Black  Sea  and  at  the  River  Plate.  These  factors 
have  caused  a  great  scarcity  of  tonnage,  and 
have  had  a  strengthening  effect  upon  the  market 

Among  the  recent  charters,  are  the  following : 
steamer  Tropic,  2,340  tons  register,  Newport 
News  to  St.  Lucia  at  $2.10;  steamer  El  Presi- 
dente,  451  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Vera 
Cruz,  for  owners’  account,  and  steamer  Hjor- 
tholm,  848  tons  register,  Philadelphia  to  Havana 
at  $1.50. 

Mediterranean  rates  are  unchanged,  and  ship¬ 
pers  of  coal  to  Italian  ports  have  chartered  the 
steamer  Kensington,  on  time  charter  for  a  round 
trip,  with  the  idea  that  they  can,  by  so  doing, 
secure  tonnage  at  a  lower  figure  than  if  they 
chartered  for  coal  out  only  on  rates. 

River  Plate  rates  are  a  trifle  lower,  owing  to 
the  movement  of  grain  from  that  destination. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows;  $1.40@1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.60  to  Cienfuegos; 
$1.70  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75  to  Santiago;  $1.70® 
1.75  to  Colon;  $1.80  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad; 
$2.00@2.10  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.70@1.80  to  St. 
Thomas;  $1.85@1.90  to  Barbados;  $1.60  to  Kings¬ 
ton;  $1.35  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2.50  to  De- 
nierara;  $1.80@1.90  to  Bermuda;  $1.50@1.60  to 
Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@1.60  to  Tampico;  16s  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  17s  to  Rosario;  16s@17s  to  Rio; 
17s  to  Santos;  10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Medi¬ 
terranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy, 
Spain  excluded;  $6.00  and  discharged  to  Manila; 
$6.50  to  Japanese  ports. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  coal  and  coke  exports  from  Baltimore 
for  the  month  of  September,  amounted  to  41,433 
tons  of  coal  and  11,570  tons  of  coke,  at  a  total 
value  of  $142,961. 

W.  N.  Taylor,  of  Randall  &  McAllister,  Port¬ 
land,  Maine,  spent  several  days  of  the  week  end 
in  New  York  city  on  a  business  trip,  and  inci¬ 
dentally  made  a  number  of  social  calls  while 
there. 

Lucien  Hill,  manager  of  the  United  Coal  Co., 
New  York,  left  on  Monday  of  this  week  on  a 
visit  to  the  home  of  his  parents,  at  Bolivar,  Ky. 
He  expects  to  return  in  about  ten  days,  and  will 
take  this  occasion  to  enjoy  a  brief  period  of  rest. 

The  Luzerne  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  by  Thomas  Wilcox  and  Joseph 
Held  of  wilkesbarre,  and  Dr.  Biehl,  of  Ply¬ 
mouth.  The  company  has  leased  a  block  of  coa 
land  in  Slocum  township,  and  prospecting  will 
be  commenced  at.  once. 

The  Girard  Mammoth  Coal  Co.,  Shenandoah, 
Pa,  has  been  incorporated  to  conduct  a  general 
coal  and  mining  business.  The  mines  of  the 
company  are  located  at  Raven  Run  The  offi¬ 
cers  are  David  R.  James,  president;  W.  J.  James, 
secretary  j  B.  F.  James,  treasurer. 

The  Hutchinson  Fuel  &  Supply  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $300,000  by  M.  L.  Hutchinson  and 
C  E  Hutchinson,  of  Fairmont;  W.  L.  Highlands, 

5  C  Denham  and  M.  G.  Sperry,  of  Clarksburg. 
A  branch  office  will  be  conducted  at  Fairmont, 
W.  Va. 

T.  A.  Renahan,  vice-president  and  genepl  man- 
a<yer  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  New  York,  re¬ 
turned  the  first  of  the  week  after  spending  about 
ten  days  at  the  mines  in  the  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  fields.  Mr.  Renahan  reports  that  a 
large  demand  is  being  received  of  both  coal  and 
coke,  but  due  to  the  shortage  of  labor  and  cara 
in  that  region  a  full  production  is  not  permitted. 

John  T.  Abell,  of  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.,  New 
York,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Abell,  were  of  a 
party  who  sailed  on  Thursday  aft^noon  of  last 
week  via  the  Maine  Steamship  Co.  s  line  for 
Portland,  Maine.  The  party  have  secured  a  camp 
in  the  Maine  woods,  where  they  wil  enjoy  a 
period  of  rural  life  interspersed  with  fishing, 
hunting  deer,  and  other  pleasures  which  that 

country  affords.  t,.  , ,  o  t- 

Grant  Emmons,  of  Black,  Field  &  Emmons 
Co  '  New  York,  started  for  a  trip  to  the  Maine 
woods  on  Friday  of  last  week.  Mr.  Emmons  is 
accompanied  by  a  gentleman  friend,  who  is 
familiar  with  the  hunting  places  m  that  state, 
having  made  previous  successful  tnps,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  their  present  outing  will  be  a 
successful  one,  which  should  give  them  severa 
deer  and  probably  a  moose.  ^ 

H.  G.  Eldridge,  member  of  the  firm  of  Bangs 

6  Horton,  Boston,  Mass.,  died  suddenly  of  apo¬ 
plexy  on  October  third,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years  He  leaves  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
Mr  Eldridge’s  death  will  be  deeply  regretted  by 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  having  been  active  in 
the  trade  since  1871.  He  was  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  for  his  honorable  business  meth¬ 
ods  by  all  who  came  in  contact  wnh  him.  Ihe 
funeral  services  were  held  at  Grace  church, 
Providence,  R.  I-,  on  Saturday. 

The  result  of  tests  having  been  recently  con¬ 
ducted  at  the  Kieper  colliery  of  G.  B  Markle 
&  Co,  the  Pond  Creek  colliery  of  the  Wyoming 
Coal  Co.,  near  Hazleton,  Pa.,  indicates  that  there 
is  a  vein  of  coal  ten  feet  thick  beneath  the  Buck 
mountain  vein,  and  is  at  a  depth  of  fifty  f^^^ 
below  the  latter  coal  seam.  New  coal  veins  have 
been  found  in  various  sections  of  the  hard  coal 
belt  in  this  locality,  and  experts  claim  that  there 
is  a  greater  quantity  still  remaining  uncovered, 
refuting  the  theory  of  there  being  no  coal  below 
the  Buck  mountain  vein. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  the  Madeira, 
Hill  &  Co.,  New  York,  left  for  Philadelphia  the 
first  of  the  week,  and  will  remain  at  the  corn- 
pany’s  offices  in  that  city  for  several  days  in 
order  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  present 


status  of  the  coal  situation.  Mr.  Hill  has  only 
returned  about  a  week  ago  from  abroad,  and  feels 
he  wants  to  go  the  rounds  of  inspection  before 
settling  down  to  office  duties,  and  will  visit 
the  company’s  various  coal  properties  both  in 
the  anthracite  and  bituminous  fields,  as  also  the 
gas  coal  region,  which  is  likely  to  keep  him 
busy  for  a  week  or  ten  days  before  his  return. 

The  strong  northwest  wind  that  prevailed  on 
the  Atlantic  seacoast  since  Sunday  of  last  week, 
greatly  interfered  with  the  sailing  craft  from  all 
the  loading  ports  and  caused  a  complete  tie-up 
of  a  large  fleet  of  vessels  along  the  Delaware 
river  and  bay.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than 
one  hundred  coal-laden  vessels  which  were  at 
anchor  in  these  waters  were  unable  to  put  to 
sea  owing  to  the  heavy  head  wind  up  to  the 
last  of  the  week.  The  velocity  of  the  wind 
varied  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles  an  hour. 
This  enormous  amount  of  coal  will  probably 
reach  delivery  points  at  Boston,  further  east  and 
New  England  ports  during  the  current  week. 

H.  G.  Buxton,  nephew  of  ex-Senator  Henry 
G.  Davis  and  Col.  Thomas  B.  Davis,  died  at  his 
home  at  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  on  Tuesday,  October 
second.  The  funeral  service  was  held  on  Thurs¬ 
day  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  Buxton  became  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  coal  business  about  twenty  years 
ago,  and  was  associated  with  the  Davis  _  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  vice- 
president  and  was  a  director  for  many  years.  He 
opened  the  first  office  for  the  company  in  New 
York  city,  and  remained  in  charge  of  it  for  some 
time.  Later  returning  to  West  Virginia,  he 
retired  from  active  work  in  the  coal  trade,  and 
went  into  the  banking  business,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  during  his  remaining  life. 

The  August  statement  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  was  the  most  favorable  ever  made  by 
the  company  not  only  for  August,  but  for  any 
month  in  its  history.  The  gross  earnings  for  the 
first  time  that  they  have  ever  reached  the  thir¬ 
teen  million  mark,  amounted  to  $13,112,492.  Net 
earnings  were  $4,844,055.  The  Pennsylvania’s 
era  of  large  earnings  began  on  September  first, 
1905,  and  gross  earnings  in  the  twelve  months 
since  then  aggregated  $144,594,651.  This  is  an 
increase  over  the  year  ended  December  thirty- 
first,  1904,  of  $26,724,648.  Net  earnings  for  the 
year  ended  August  thirty-first,  1906,  amounted 
to  $45,563,260,  an  increase  over  the  year  ended 
December  thirty-first,  1904,  of  $9,117,761. 

T.  B.  Davis  Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  returned  to  the 
city  the  end  of  last  week,  after  making  a  very 
extensive  inspection  tour  of  the  company’s  large 
property,  covering  the  Fairmont  gas  region  and 
the  mining  operations  of  the  West  Virginia 
field,  also  attending  the  funeral  of  his  cousin, 
H.  G.  Buxton,  at  Keyser,  on  Thursday  of  last 
week,  which  kept  him  away  for  three  weeks. 
Mr.  Davis  is  much  pleased  with  his  trip,  and 
looks  forward  to  important  developments  in  that 
field  in  the  near  future.  He  was  particularly 
impressed  with  the  recent  growth  of  the  large 
number  of  individual  collieries  being  operated  in 
the  Davis  Co.  field,  which  now  aggregates  a  very 
considerable  tonnage. 

The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports 
that  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month 
and  since  January  first  this  year,  compared  with 
the  same  period  the  previous  year,  have  been, 
anthracite,  134,971  tons  and  1,159,911  tons,  as 
against  158,699  tons  and  1,419,966  tons  respect¬ 
ively,  a  decrease  for  the  month  of  23,728  tons, 
and  up  to  September  30,260,055  tons;  bituminous, 
260,513  tons  and  2,217,139  tons,  as  against  234,- 
967  tons  and  2,089,817  tons  last  year,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  25,546  tons  and  127,322  tons  respect¬ 
ively.  The  receipts  of  provincial  soft  coal  to 
September  thirtieth  were  446,279  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  450,668  tons  for  the  same  period  in 
1905,  a  decrease  of  4,389  tons. 

George  B.  Schooley,  of  123  North  Eleventh 
street,  Philadelphia,  who  contested  the  will  of  his 
millionaire  cousin,  James  T.  Crawford,  late 
president  of  the  people’s  Coal  Co.,  at  Scranton, 
was  arrested  at  the  latter  city  last  week,  being 


accused  of  forging  a  will  whereby  he  was  be¬ 
queathed  $1,000,000  by  Mr.  Crawford.  Schooley 
produced  a  combined  will  and  letter  from  Craw¬ 
ford,  dated  in  New  York,  December  sixteenth, 
1904,  in  which  Schooley  is  left  a  million  in  se¬ 
curities  and  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  from 
the  profits  of  the  coal  company.  Mr.  Crawford 
when  he  died  in  February  had  left  his  property 
to  his  wife  and  his  stepson,  James  G.  Shepherd, 
which  was  the  first  will  probated  by  the  widow. 
Counsel  for  Mrs.  Crawford  and  the  other  heir 
says  that  there  are  certain  errors  in  the  Schooley 
letter  and  will  which  Crawford  would  not  have 
made. 

That  the  earthquake  recently  at  Valparaiso, 
Chile,  has  had  an  effect  upon  the  actions  of  the 
gulf  stream  north  of  Hatteras  is  indicated  by 
its  running  in  a  more  northerly  direction  and 
more  swiftly,  with  vessels  bound  up  the  coast 
get  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  before  schedule  time  and 
vessels  bound  down  the  coast  become  stalled  off 
Hatteras,  where  a  fleet  of  sailing  vessels  were 
reported  the  end  of  last  week.  Captain  Han¬ 
son,  of  the  Lightship  72,  stationed  on  Diamond 
shoals,  told  the  story  that  on  August  eighteenth, 
nineteenth  and  twentieth  the  ship  acted  very 
queerly,  and  he  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for  it. 
He  said :  “The  compass  swung  from  east  to 
northeast  and  back  to  southeast.  The  gulf 
stream  changed  its  course  and  for  ten  days  we 
had  no  current,  while  the  water  around  the 
ship  changed  from  the  familiar  green  of  the 
gulf  to  a  dirty  green.  On  the  tenth  day  we 
found  the  stream  flowing  past  us  as  before,  and 
there  was  no  further  interruption.”  Mariners 
are  greatly  puzzled  by  this  phenomenon  ever 
since  the  Chile  earthquake. 

F.  R.  Shield,  who  has  been  identified  with  the 
coal  trade  in  New  York  city  for  the  past  four 
years,  accepting  a  position  at  the  close  of  the 
strike  in  1902  with  the  Righter-Marshall  Co., 
and  has  since  the  dissolution  been  connected  with 
W.  A.  Marshall,  left  on  Monday  of  this  week 
for  Onancock,  Va.,  where  he  enters  into  the 
dry  goods  business  with  his  uncle,  R.  L.  Shield 
&  Co.  In  order  to  tender  Mr.  Shield  a  token 
of  the  high  regard  in  which  has  was  held  by  his 
associates,  it  was  decided  to  serve  a  surprise 
dinner  before  his  departure.  The  party  met  on 
Saturday  night  of  last  week,  at  the  Arena, 
Thirty-first  street  near  Broadway,  where  every 
accommodation  had  been  provided  for  to  enter¬ 
tain  the  guest  of  the  evening  most  rovally.  The 
feature  of  the  occasion  was  the  presentation  of  a 
beautiful  gold  scarf  pin,  mounted  with  an  ame¬ 
thyst  and  surrounded  by  pearls.  The  evening 
was  very  pleasantly  spent  by  those  present,  in 
partaking  of  the  good  things  of  life,  enjoying  the 
speches  and  portraying  a  general  feeling  of  good 
fellowship.  Mr.  Shield  secures  a  permanent  in¬ 
terest  in  a  long  established  business  through 
this  connection,  and  gives  greater  promise  for 
future  prosperity  than  by  his  remaining  in  the 
coal  trade. 

At  a  conference  of  those  at  the  head  of  the 
Anti-Smoke  League,  held  in  New  York  city  sev¬ 
eral  days  ago,  it  was  determined  to  enforce  the 
law  against  the  seventy  odd  cases  of  alleged 
violations  of  the  smoke  ordinance  that  are  now 
on  the  calendar  awaiting  trial  before  the  court 
of  special  sessions  in  October.  The  assistant 
corporation  counsel  having  the  matter  in  hand 
says  the  time  has  been  set  to  try  the  cases 
about  the  middle  of  the  month,  but  in  the  mean¬ 
time  effort  is  being  made  to  reach  the  heads  of 
the  larger  corporations,  by  tlie  league,  wlio  have 
written  several  letters  to  Health  Commissioner 
Darlington  urging  him  to  take  such  action  in 
cases  of  the  Edison  Co.,  Fortieth  street  and  East 
river,  as  will  stop  the  nuisance,  and  remind  him 
that  engineers  and  firemen  in  the  company’s  em¬ 
ploy  have  frequently  been  arrested  and  fined 
though  the  evil  has  not  been  stopped.  It  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  the  same  procedure  be  followed  with 
the  Edison  Co.  as  was  done  in  the  case  of  the 
Long  Island  railroad  president,  who  was  sum¬ 
moned  into  court  by  the  magistrates  sitting  on 
the  cases.  As  to  the  question  of  the  sufficiency 
of  the  law,  it  is  shown  that  in  all  cases  passed 
upon  by  the  court  of  special  sessions,  was  in 
favor  of  the  people. 
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The  Testing  of  Coal.* 


(Contimied  from  last  issue.) 

The  behavior  of  coal  under  boilers  is  a  problem 
very  little  understood,  because  it  is  the  result 
of  many  variable  influences,  and  for  this  reason 
it  is  often  felt  that  the  calorimetric  test  is  unre¬ 
liable,  which,  however,  is  not  true,  because  the 
calorimeter  does  its  work  very  accurately  as  far 
as  the  coal  itself  is  concerned,  its  efficient  utiliza¬ 
tion  in  service  is  influenced  only  by  the  amount 
and  fusibility  of  the  ash  associated  with  it  and  the 
size  of  the  pieces  of  the  fuel. 

It  is  well  in  this  connection  to  direct  attention 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  feeling  more  or  less 
prevalent,  that  coal  from  different  localities  or 
seams,  may  possess  some  undcfinable  peculiarity 
in  its  chemical  combination,  which  causes  it  to 
behave  differently  under  a  boiler  than  it  would  in 
a  calorimeter.  Such  conclusion  is  untenable,  be¬ 
cause  the  process  is  identical  in  each  case,  that  of 
combination  of  oxygen  with  the  carbon,  hydrogen 
and  sulphur  of  the  coal,  and  this  combination 
cannot  be  any  different  under  the  boiler  than  in 
the  calorimeter,  unless  certain  influences  due  to 
the  peculiarity  of  the  boiler  apparatus  and  its 
manipulation  assert  themselves,  and  it  is  the 
disposition  as  far  as  the  coal  is  concerned,  to 
blame  it  for  effects  which  are  due  to  causes  other 
than  its  chemical  composition.  It  is  well  in  this 
connection,  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
heating  power  of  the  coal  proper,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  pure  coal  in  Illinois,  only  ranges  from 
14,000  as  a  minimum,  to  14,750  British  thermal 
units  as  a  maximum,  and  that  about  eighty  per 
cent  of  the  fuel  produced  ranges  between  14,000 
and  14,500  British  thermal  units  per  pound.  Thus 
the  enormous  variation  found  in  service  under 
boilers  as  far  as  the  amount  of  water  evaporated 
per  pound  of  coal  is  concerned,  is  mostly  due  to 
the  characteristics  of  the  apparatus,  its  manipu¬ 
lation,  and  to  the  size  of  the  coal  and  the  amount 
of  ash  associated  with  it. 

Thus  it  is  very  clear  that  specifications  or 
guarantees  covering  amount  of  evaporation  pgr 
pound  of  fuel  or  per  cent  efficiency,  are  not  only 
useless  but  troublesome  to  the  purchaser  and 
dealer. 

The  three  approved  tests  may  now  be  consid¬ 
ered,  and  while  in  the  above  classification  they 
are  presented  in  the  order  of  greatest  importance, 
it  will  be  convenient  to  change  their  arrange¬ 
ment. 

Pure  Coal. 

For  better  understanding,  it  is  desirable  to  con¬ 
sider  coal  as  the  chemical  combination  of  certain 
elements  which  are  principally  heat  producing. 
The  association  of  ash  and  moisture  with  these, 
results  in  an  aggregation  which  may  be  desig¬ 
nated  as  fuel,  although  generally  called  coal, 
which,  from  this  standpoint,  however,  is  not  cor¬ 
rect,  because  neither  ash  nor  moisture  produce 
heat.  The  expression,  pure  coal,  is  the  equivalent 
of  what  has  erroneously  been  called  combustible, 
the  pure  coal  containing  all'  of  the  combustible 
matter,  and  some  water  of  composition  and  nitro¬ 
gen  which  are  not  combustible,  but  as  these  two 
ingredients  are  associated  chemically  with  the 
combustible,  the  ultimate  conception  of  coal  is 
covered  by  this  term,  pure  coal.  Thus  in  the 
heating  power  determination,  it  is  more  to  the 
point  to  base  results  on  the  pure  coal  than  on 
any  of  the  fuel  mixtures,  illustrated  as  follows: 
Let  it  be  assumed  that  in  one  case  the  B.  t.  u. 
per  pound  of  dry  coal  is  13,250,  and  in  another 
12,450,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  two 
lots  of  fuel  were  different,  but  if  the  percentage 
of  ash  content  in  each  is  known,  and  the  first 
sample  contained  seven  per  cent  and  the  latter 
twelve  per  cent,  it  appears  that  each  sample  has 
a  pure  B.  t.  u.  of  14,250,  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  coal  is  the  same  in  each,  there  simply  being 
more  ash  associated  with  it  in  one  case  than  the 
other.  Basing  the  heating  power  determination 
on  pure'  coal  has  another  very  important  advan¬ 
tage,  as  it  enables  one  to  judge  of  the  accuracy 


*A  paper  read  before  the  Western  Society  of  Enei- 
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of  analysis,  because  when  the  heating  power 
and  the  source  from  which  the  coal  comes  is 
known,  there  is  evidence  indicating  whether  or 
not  the  analysis  has  ben  correctly  performed, 
because,  if  it  has  not  been,  it  will  be  shown  by 
the  B.  t.  u. 

Ash. 

An  important  reason  why  ash  should  always 
be  considered  as  a  percentage  of  the  dry  coal 
instead  of  the  moist  fuel,  is,  that  like  the  B.  t.  u. 
determination,  unless  it  is  placed  on  some  com¬ 
mon  basis,  proper  comparison  cannot  be  made  on 
different  lots  of  fuel ;  for  example,  in  two  sam¬ 
ples,  the  moisture  may  be  eight  and  thirteen  per 
cent,  and  ash  in  the  dry  coal  ten  per  cent  in 
each,  but  expressed  on  the  moist  coal  basis,  it 
appears  that  one  has  8.7  and  the  other  9.2  per 
cent  of  ash,  and  it  would  seem  that  one  of  the 
fuels  contained  more  than  the  other.  In  this 
connection  the  fact  should  be  borne  in  mind, 
that  no  one  burns  moist  coal;  the  moisture  is 
evaporated  and  passes  away;  in  fact,  dry  coal  is 
not  burned,  the  ash  remaining ;  it  being  the  pure 
coal  which  enters  into  the  process  of  making 
fire. 

Size  of  Coal. 

s~ 

.\s  a  general  proposition,  the  value  of  fuel  in¬ 
creases  with  the  size  of  the  pieces,  so  that  a 
very  fine  “duff”’  is  of  little  use,  but  as  the  pieces 
become  larger^  the  actual  value  increases  in  a 
greater  ratio  than  does  the  heating  power,  and 
this  condition  continues  to  egg  size  and  lump. 

I  hus  smaller  pieces  containing  the  same  amount 
of  heat  per  pound  as  larger  ones,  are  of  less 
value  than  the  larger  coal. 

4  he  size  of  the  pieces  of  coal  exercise  an  im¬ 
portant  influence,  not  only  on  the  capacity  which 
may  be  produced  by  a  boiler,  but  on  the  resulting 
efficiency,  and  the  best  size  to  be  used  in  a 
given  case  is  dependent  upon  many  conditions, 
such  as  the  strength  of  draft,  kind  of  stoker  or 
grates,  method  of  firing,  etc.,  and  the  selection 
of  the  proper  size  of  fuel  or  the  method  of 
utilizing  the  available  size,  often  affords  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  effect  important  economies. 

Sampling. 

One  feature  of  the  matter,  referring  especially 
to  coal  inspection  service,  is  proper  and  reliable 
sampling.  In  very  many  cases  the  coal  inspection 
service  is  rendered  by  a  company,  which,  while 
acting  as  the  purchaser’s  representative,  is  de¬ 
pended  upon  to  furnish  the  seller  with  reliable 
reports  concerning  the  composition  of  coal  sup¬ 
plied.  Under  such  conditions,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  not  only  shall  the  inspecting  chem¬ 
ist  be  both  competent  and  reliable,  but  that  he 
shall  be  as  fully  responsible  for  the  collection  of 
the  samples  as  he  is  for  the  analytical  report, 
and  it  is  also  absolutely  essential  that  the  pur¬ 
chaser  or  his  employes  shall  not  be  allowed  to 
sample  any  coal  or  assist  in  the  sampling,  be¬ 
cause  under  such  conditions,  the  chemist  may  not 
know  whether  the  report  which  he  makes  is  cor¬ 
rect  or  not,  and  it  is  well  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  the  sampling  is  of  as  great  importance  as 
the  analysis  itself. 

Referring  to  the  branch  of  the  subject  before 
mentioned  as  that  of  research,  there  has  been  in 
operation  for  some  years  in  St.  Louis,  what  has 
been  designated  as  a  fuel  testing  plant,  under  the 
direction  of  the  United  States  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey.  Its  principal  published  work  so  far,  how¬ 
ever,  has  been  largely  confined  to  “tests”  under 
boilers,  which  have  ben  thought  to  show  the 
“real  steaming  value”  of  the  fuel.  The  author’s 
remarks  above  regarding  testing  coal  under  boil¬ 
ers,  will  refer  to  this  branch  of  the  work. 

Probably  the  reference  to  coal  in  the  plural  has 
done  much  to  cause  confusion,  because  it  has  led 
people  to  believe  that  there  are  very  many  “kinds” 
of  coal.  For  example,  fuel  from  Herrin  and 
Carterville  in  this  state,  would,  according  to  this, 
be  considered  as  different  “coals,”  when,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  they  are  from  the  same  seam,  and 


the  most  exact  analjtical  tests  so  far  made,  do 
not  indicate  a  difference.  The  amount  of  ash 
associated  with  the  coal  may  or  may  not  vary, 
but  the  coal  is  the  same,  and  it  is  coal  and  not 
coals,  otherwise,  every  mine  would  produce  a 
different  kind  of  coal,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  seams  in  Illinois  sometimes  run  through  an 
entire  county  without  it  being  possible  to  detect 
any  variation  in  the  quality ;  therefore,  the  ex¬ 
pression,  kinds  of  coal,  which  has  been  used 
frequently  in  connection  with  coal  testing  work, 
should  not  only  be  better  defined,  but  limited 
in  its  application  to  those  cases  where  there  is 
a  real  difference,  which,  as  is  well  known,  does 
exist;  for  example,  it  must  be  «i<nceded  that 
anthracite  and  bituminous  are  different  kinds 
of  coal,  but  the  most  liberal  application  to  this 
coal  basin  would  allow  only  two  kinds,  which 
are  the  block  coal  of  Indiana,  all  the  remainder 
being  bituminous,  the  latter  also  including  what 
is  known  as  semi-block  of  Indiana. 

i'he  state  of  Illinois  has  made  an  appropriation 
covering  cost  of  investigations  to  be  conducted 
by  the  Engineering  Experiment  Station  of  the 
University  of  Illinois,  and  there  is  certain  im¬ 
portant  work  which  it  is  hoped  to  be  undertaken, 
having  a  bearing  on  the  values  of  fuel,  studies 
tending  to  define  the  laws  controlling  the  influ¬ 
ence  due  to  the  size  when  burned  with  some 
different  kinds  of  stokers  or  grates,  and  similar 
studies  to  ascertain  corresponding  effect  due  to 
varying  amounts  of  ash  in  coal,  also  degree  of 
fusibility  of  such  ash. 

The  recently  established  state  geological  survey 
will  present  by  all  means  a  very  much  better 
coal  report  than  has  so  far  been  published  by  any 
state,  and  it  will  be  a  great  help  to  the  purchas¬ 
ers  and  producers  of  coal,  if  certain  values  as 
affecting  heating  power,  ash  and  moisture  are 
authoritatively  presented.  As  before  mentioned, 
the  three  essential  items  are  heating  gpwer  of  the 
pure  coal,  percentage  of  ash  in  the  dry  coal,  and 
moisture.  The  B.  t.  u.  values  would  be  the 
simplest  of  the  three,  as  these  results  would 
apply  to  pure  coal,  and  which  is,  no  doubt,  prac¬ 
tically  a  constant  for  a  particular  locality  of  a 
seam,  therefore,  once  determined,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  repeat  tests.  Establishing  ash  values 
would  be  a  more  difficult  matter,  because  it  would 
not  only  involve  ash  in  seams  as  the  coal  lies 
in  the  ground,  but  the  various  grades  of  fuel 
shipped  from  those  seams.  Ash,  however,  at  the 
mine,  would  be  the  same  in  quantity  as  when 
received  by  the  consumer.  Securing  moisture 
values  would  be  a  far  more  complicated  problem, 
because  of  greater  variation  due  to  temperature, 
weather  conditions  and  time  in  transit.  For  these 
reasons,  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion 
regarding  the  amount  of  work  which  may  be 
justified  in  the  establishment  of  such  values. 
Some  idea  of  the  complication  may  be  illustrated; 
for  example — the  washed  and  sized  coal  shipped 
so  extensively  from  Williamson  county  has  a 
characteristic  moisture  content  due  to  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  size  of  the  pieces,  the  larger  ones 
being  drier,  and  these  moisture  contents  vary 
over  wide  ranges  between  summer  and  winter, 
and  also  according  to  the  length  of  haul;  thus 
at  least  average  moisture  values  would  be  needed 
for  each  size  at  the  city  where  the  coal  was 
received.  , 

A  recent  expression  which  has  come  into  use, 
is  that  of  “air-dried  coal,”  which  is  based  upon 
allowing  the  sample  to  become  dried  in  the 
open  air  of  the  laboratory,  the  idea  being  that 
this  shows  the  fuel  as  it  would  reach  the  cus¬ 
tomer.  No  standard  conditions,  however,  appear 
to  be  employed  in  this  air-drying,  and  if  there 
were,  the  values  obtained  thereby  do  not  indicate 
the  amount  of  moisture  in  coal  when  it  reaches 
the  consumer.  Some  samples  of  air-drying  on 
Illinois  coal  have  shown  the  moisture  as  being 
between  five  and  si.x  per  cent,  when  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  same  coal  is  never  received  with 
less  than  seven,  and  in  the  winter  time  it  is 
very  much  more.  This  moisture  value  should  be 
abandoned,  as  it  serves  no  useful  purpose,  tend- 
-  ing  only  to  increase  existing  confusion  and  mis¬ 
understanding. 
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Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Tilton  Coal  Co.,  Danville,  Ill.,  has  been 
incorporated  by  J.  R.  Russell,  W.  R.  Russell  and 
Louis  Klein.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$10,000. 

A  company  has  been  organized  at  Atchison, 
Kas.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,  divided  into 
shares  of  twenty-five  dollars  each,  to  operate  the 
Atchison  coal  mine  on  a  one-year  lease.  Charles 
A.  Feet  is  at  the  head  of  the  movemgit. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Cincinnati,  Iowa,  by  the  Armstrong  Coal  Co., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  Ben  Weymouth,  Charles  Harrison, 
Robert  English,  Andrew  M.  Ross  and  T.  A. 
Johnson. 

The  Lily  Hume  Smokeless  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Blue  Jay,  Raleigh  county,  Ohio, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000  and  will  begin  op¬ 
erations  within  a  very  short  time.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  P.  E.  Lily,  1.  Meadows,  C.  L.  Good¬ 
win  and  P.  P.  Griffin. 


General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

While  driving  a  well  on  the  Lester  Smith  farm, 
Reading,  Mich.,  an  eighteen-inch  vein  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  of  good  quality  was  struck. 

Henry  Laviers,  chief  engineer  of  the  Superior 
Coal  Co.,  Wellston,  Ohio,  has  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  that  company  to  accept  the  super¬ 
intendency  of  a  coal  mine  at  Payntersvdle,  Ky. 

The  Spot  Cash  coal  mine  at  Pans,  Ark.,  has 
been  sold  to  the  Wichita  Coal  &  Material  Co.^ 
Wichita,  Kas.,  the  consideration  being  $7,500.  1  he 

mine  was  formerly  owned  by  Johns  Bros.  & 

The  announcement  has  been  authorized  t  a 
coal  bunkers  will  be  built  in  connection  with  the 
bio-  dock  which  the  Great  Northern  railway  is 
building  at  Everett,  Wash.,  for  the  oriental  trade 

Eighty  miners  employed  by  the  Massillon  Coal 
Co.,  Massillon,  Ohio,  are  on  a  strike  beca'ise  of 

a  difference  over  the  pay  to  be 

ging  a  vein  which  contains  more  than  the  usual 

amount  of  dirt. 

A  nine-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered 
on  the  property  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  I 
Co ,  Trinidad,  Colo.,  on  which  development  wrk 
has  been  pushed  for  the  past  several  months,  ihe 
coal  is  said  to  be  of  superior  quality. 

Negotiations  for  the  sale  of  £,000^00  worth 
of  bonds  of  the  Harrisburg  &  Ohio  River  rml- 
road  have  been  started  in  Chicago.  Ihe  line, 
when  completed,  will  give  an  entmely  new  route 
for  the  transportation  of  coal  to  Chicago. 


The  offices  of  the  Zanesville  Coal  Co.  are  to 
be  moved  from  the  Masonic  Temple,  Zanesville, 
Ohio  to  the  Crooksville  Bank  building,  in  Crooks- 
ville.’  The  new  quarters  have  been  leased  and 
the  change  will  be  made  within  the  next  ten  days. 

The  railroad  from  Thayer  station,  Idaho,  to  the 
new  coal  camp  at  Reliance,  Sweetwater  county, 
has  been  completed  and  the  work  of  establishing 
a  mining  town  is  in  full  progress.  Buildings  are 
being  constructed  and  mining  machinery  installed. 

An  attempt  to  settle  the  Koontz  coal  mine 
strike,  which  has  been  in  progress  at  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  since  the  first  of  April,  has  failed,  the 
operators  refusing  to  accept  an  offer  of  the 
miners  to  return  to  work  on  the  sixty-six-cent 
scale. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  A[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Waldensia  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  char¬ 
tered  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 

The  Atlas  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
The  incorporators  are  A.  G.  Benson,  J.  Denaley 
and  H.  S.  Smith. 

The  Phoebus  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Phoebus,  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000.  An  extensive  ice  plant  is  to  be  erected 
in  the  near  future. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Lantana  Midland  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Portland, 
Maine,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $750,000.  The 
incorporators  and  officers  of  the  company  are  M. 


W.  Baldwin,  president  and  clerk,  and  C.  E. 
Eaton,  treasurer. 

The  Indiana  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  No.  419  Market  street.  Camden, 
N.  J.,  to  manufacture  gas  and  coke.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  five  million  dollars  and 
the  incorporators  are  W.  E.  Hutchinson,  Robert 
H.  Adams  and  Charles  A.  Meeker. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

E.  F.  Huston,  of  Dawson,  Pa.,  has  sold  to  the 
Rainey  heirs  eighteen  acres  of  valuable  coal  land 
near  Vanderbilt  for  $25,000. 

S.  C.  McManus,  formerly  general  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Southern  railroad,  resigned  that  posi¬ 
tion  on  October  first  to  embark  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Over  one  hundred  men  employed  on  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  hundred  ovens  for  the  Bessemer 
Coal  Co.,  Washington,  Pa.,  are  on  a  strike,  claim¬ 
ing  that  the  company  has  held  back  three  days’ 
pay. 

A  contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  tunnel  to  drain  the  Pennsylvania 
collieries  in  the  vicinity  of  Pittston.  The  tunnel 
will  be  nearly  a  mile  in  length  and  will  cost 
$100,000. 

The  Norfolk  Cold  Storage  &  Ice  Co.  has  en¬ 
tered  suit  in  the  United  States  court  for  the 
refunding  of  overcharges  in  the  matter  of  freight 
rates  on  coal  from  its  mines  in  West  Virginia 
and  Virginia  to  Norfolk. 

The  Reliance  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has 
brought  suit  against  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co., 
of  the  same  city  for  $450,000  damages,  alleging 
that  the  defendant  mined  coal  from  lands  which 
belonged  to  the  Reliance  company. 

A  good  paying  vein  of  coal,  about  sixty  feet 
below  the  surface,  has  been  discovered  on  the 
property  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Mocan- 
aqua.  Pa.  A  number  of  drills  are  being  worked 
to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  the  coal. 

The  King  Edward  breaker,  v;hich  is  being 
erected  by  the  Erie  railroad  at  Pittston,  Pa.,  at  a 
cost  of  hundred  of  thousands  of  dollars,  is  rapidly 
nearing  completion  and  will  be  the  largest  struc¬ 
ture  of  its  kind  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania. 

The  plant  of  the  Juniata  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Juniataville,  Pa.,  was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days 
ago,  the  loss  being  placed  at  $30,000,  partly  cov¬ 
ered  by  insurance.  The  fire  originated  in  the 
engine  room  from  an  unknown  cause.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  men  are  thrown  out  of  employment. 

The  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.  has  staked  off  ground 
at  Ellsworth,  Pa.,  upon  which  to  erect  two  hun¬ 
dred  additional  coke  ovens.  A  new  washer  for 
the  coke  plant  was  completed  about  a  week  ago, 
this  additional  facility  permitting  the  company  to 
place  a  greater  amount  of  its  product  on  the 
market. 

Since  the  foreclosure  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  & 
Natalie  Railroad  Company  to  the  Natalie  Anthra¬ 
cite  Co.,  Milton,  Pa.,  for  $10,000,  officials  of  the 
latter  company  state  that  the  colliery  will  soon  be 
reopened.  The  mine  has  been  idle  for  the  past 
two  years,  on  account  of  a  dispute  between  the 
stockholders. 

The  situation  at  the  Charleroi  Coal  Co.’s  mines, 
Charleroi,  Pa.,  is  becoming  more  serious.  A  party 
of  striking  miners  opened  fire  a  few  days  ago 
on  the  deputies  who  are  on  guard  at  the  mines, 
but  no  fatalities  occurred.  A  red  flag  was  also 
unfurled  by  the  strikers  and  carried  through  the 
streets  of  the  town. 

J.  L.  Whitney,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  party  of  New  York  capitalists,  has 
obtained  possession  of  10,000  acres  of  valuable 
mining  land  in  Santo  Domingo.  _  A  company  is 
to  be  organized  at  Louisville,  capitalized  at  $64,- 
000,000,  of  which  $46,000,000  is  to  be  retained 
by  Whitney  and  his  associates. 

As  a  result  of  the  explosion  which  recently 
occurred  in  the  West  Fork  mines  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Collieries  Co.,  Pocahontas,  W.  Va.,  nine¬ 
teen  are  known  to  be  dead  and  from  thirty  to 
forty  men  are  entombed  and  doubtless  all  dead. 
The  officers  of  the  company  have  ordered  a  car¬ 
load  of  coffins  and  burial  supplies,  and  these 
are  now  being  rushed  to  Bluefield. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  has  for 
some  time  been  considering  the  feasibility  of  sub¬ 
stituting  electrical  power  for  horses  and  mules 


in  hauling  its  boats  through  the  canal  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Bristol,  Pa.,  and  a  few  days  ago  a  test 
was  made,  which  was  considered  successful.  One 
of  the  company’s  largest  motor  cars  pulled  four 
boats  heavily  loaded  with  coal,  a  distance  of  four 
miles  in  one  hour. 

A  bill  of  equity  has  been  filed  by  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  against  the  West  Side  Belt  Line 
railway  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad 
Co.,  asking  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  de¬ 
fendants  from  tearing  down  a  retention  wall  along 
the  Ohio  river  at  the  coal  company’s  docks. 
The  coal  company  claims  that  the  wall  is  neces¬ 
sary-  to  keep  the  river  from  overflowing  at  high 
water. 

Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes 

The  Standard  Splint  Gas  Coal  Co.,  Standard, 
Ky.,  has  increased  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock 
from  $50,000  to  $100,000. 

C.  E.  Conway,  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  has  purchased 
four  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in  Harrison 
county,  W.  Va.,  for  a  syndicate  of  Pennsylvania 
capitalists. 

R.  H.  Maxwell,  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  acres  of  coal  and  timber 
land  in  Raleigh  county,  W.  Va.,  which  he  will 
probably  develop  in  the  near  future. 

The  Cotton  Evans  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $300,000,  all  paid  up, 
at  Dardanelle,  Ark.  The  incorporators  of  the 
company  are  Thomas  L.  Evans,  W.  D.  Cotton  and 
W.  E.  Cotton. 

Contracts  have  been  let  for  the  construction 
of  the  Deepwater  &  Tidewater  railroad,  which 
is  to  be  constructed  from  New  York  and  the 
Pocahontas  coal  fields  to  Norfolk,  a  distance  of 
445  miles.  The  road,  when  completed,  will  cost 
$50,000,000. 

Operators  of  Alabama  state  that  development 
in  their  fields  was  never  more  active  than  at 
the  present  time.  In  addition  to  the  steady- 
operations  of  all  the  old  mines,  new  ones  are 
being  opened  up  as  fast  as  men  can  be  secured 
to  do  the  work. 

It  has  been  decided  by  stockholders  of  the  Colum¬ 
bus  &  Anniston  railroad  to  extend  that  road 
through  Calhoun  and  St.  Clair  counties,  Ala.,  to 
the  Coosa  coal  fields.  This  extension  will  give 
Anniston  an  additional  advantage  of  great  value 
in  the  matter  of  cheap  fuel. 

The  Sloss-Sheffield  Steel  &  Iron  Co.,  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  has  reopened  its  old  Cardiff  mines 
near  Brookside.  These  mines  have  been  idle 
for  about  two  years,  but  are  now  running  full 
blast,  a  large  number  of  miners  having  been 
recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the  strikers. 

The  management  of  the  Semet-Solvay  Process 
Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has  had  a  new  coke  sift 
constructed  in  the  north  yards  of  the  Riverside 
Mill  Co.  just  below  Forty-eighth  street.  In  the 
future  all  fine  dirt  will  be  sifted  from  the  fuel 
before  it  is  taken  to  the  blast  furnaces. 

T.  C.  Culverhouse,  until  a  few  months  ago  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  mines  for  the  Sloss-Shef¬ 
field  Steel  &  Iron  Co.,  has  been  elected  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Yolande 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.  This  action 
was  taken  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of 
the  company. 

George  Muchmore,  Summit,  N.  J.,  has  sold  his 
coal  business  at  that  city  to  a  party  composed 
of  southern  lumber  men,  and  is  making  arrange¬ 
ments  to  start  a  wholesale  lumber  business  at 
New  York.  E.  G.  Hotchkiss,  his  former  secre¬ 
tary,  will  act  as  general  manager  of  the  new 
company. 

Forty  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  anthracite 
coal  was  lost  off  Nine-Mile  Point,  near  New 
Orleans,  La.,  when  eight  coal  boats  were  sunk 
by  being  filled  with  water  during  a  storm  a  few 
days  ago.  Jung  &  Sons  Coal  Co.  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  losers,  five  of  the  eight  boats_  destroyed 
belonging  to  them. 

The  largest  land  deal  ever  made  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Kentucky  was  consummated  a  few  days^  ago 
when  C.  S.  Neal,  general  manaeer  of  the  North 
Jellico  Coal  Co.,  of  Gray,  Ky.,  purchased  from 
A.  J.  Asher,  of  Pineville,  Ky.,  five  thousand 
acres  of  coal  and  timber  land  on  Straight  Creek. 
The  consideration  paid  was  $150,000. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Pittsburg,  October  11. 

There  is  virtually  no  market  in  the 
coal  and  coke  trade  in  Pittsburg,  in  the 
strict  commercial  interpretation  of  the 
term  “market.”  Prices  ruling  at  the 
present  time  are  almost  a  misnomer.  The 
wholue  trade  proposition  narrows  down 
to  a  case  of  “give  and  take.”  The  buyer 
says,  “How  much?”  The  seller  says, 
“How  much?”  It  is  largely  a  case  of 
who  is  the  shrewdest  manipulator  of  the 
case  at  hand. 

The  present  state  of  affairs  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  is  one  of  extreme 
prosperity;  by  this  we  mean  an  im¬ 
mense  era  of  business  activity.  This 
latter  term  puts  the  state  of  affairs  in  a 
better  light  than  the  use  of  the  word 
“prosperity.”  The  writer  has  asked  the 
question  several  times  from  the  coal  and 
coke  producers  here,  thus:  “As  you  are 
so  busy  the  inference  is  that  you  are 
making  lots  of  money.”  The  invariable 
reply  to  this  form  of  question  is,  “Go 
slow  along  that  line.  A  plethora  of  or¬ 
ders  does  not  argue  nor  prove  an  in¬ 
crease  in  profits.”  And  this  suggests 
another  phase  of  the  situation  in  the 
Pittsburg  district :  there  are  many  orders 
being  filled  every  day  here  that  were 
placed  in  the  past,  the  filling  of  which 
does  not  prove  an  increase  in  profits. 

Nevertheless  in  the  face  of  these  vari¬ 
ous  phases  of  the  situation,  the  fact  re¬ 
mains  true,  that  the  coal  and  coke  pro¬ 
ducers  in  this  district  are  busy;  more 
so  than  they  have  been  for  years,  and 
orders  are  rolling  in  in  such  volume  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  take  care  of 
them. 

It  is  an  impossibility  for  any  sane 
person  to  size  up  the  situation  that  ex¬ 
ists  at  the  present  time;  five  years  ago 
the  railroads  entering  into  Pittsburg 
were  amply  able  to  receive  and  deliver 
promptly  all  the  stuff  offered  to  them  for 
transportation;  today  the  same  rail¬ 
roads  are  not  able  to  deliver  a  bare 
forty  per  cent  of  the  goods,  principally 
coal,  that  are  offered  to  them. 

This  statement  is  made  guardedly, 
and  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the  big 
shippers  of  coal  by  rail  at  Pittsburg, 
who  advises  us  that  at  the  present  time 
it  is  impossible  to  ship  more  than  forty 
per  cent  of  the  amount  of  coal  mined, 
because  the  company  can  not  get  a  suf¬ 
ficient  amount  of  cars  from  the  railroad 
companies  to  forward  their  product. 
Until  such  a  time  that'  the  railroad 
companies  are  able  to  handle  the  im¬ 
mense  tonnage  of  coal  and  coke  that 
is  offered  to  them,  and  deliver  the  same 
promptly,  the  coal  and  coke  producers 
of  the  Pittsburg  section  will  be  handi¬ 
capped,  and  placed  in  a  position  in 
which  their  trade  will  be  menaced  by 
their  competitors. 

The  car  supply  is  getting  to  be  a  very 
serious  matter  in  the  Pittsburg  section, 
and  many  and  varied  are  the  phases 
of  the  question  that  are  made  public 
regarding  it. 

In  this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to 
note  a  criticism  made  by  a  prominent 
coal  shipper,  who  says :  “The  coke  pro¬ 
ducers  are  being  favored  above  the  coal 
people,”  and  “we  have  statistics  to  prove 
our  assertion” ;  “during  the  first  half 
of  1904  the  tonnage  of  coke,  sent  from 
the  Connellsville  region  was  6,346,190 
tons,  requiring  333,669  cars  to  move  this 
great  output;  for  the  same  period  of 
1906  the  total  tonnage  of  coke  was 
9,661,959  tons,  which  needed  501,573  cars 
to  handle  it;  from  1904  to  1906,  or  two 
years,  the  increased  tonnage  for  the  first 
half  of  the  year  was  3,315,769  tons,  and 
the  cars  necessary  to  handle  this  great 
increase  was  501,573,  or  168,904  more 
cars  to  take  care  of  the  coke  shipments 
for  the  first  half  of  1906  than  were 
necessary  the  carry  forward  the  coke 
shipments  for  the  same  period  of  1904.” 
“Is  it  any  wonder  that  we  are  short  of 
cars  ?” 


In  connection  with,  and  pertinent  to 
the  figures  just  given  it  is  interesting 
to  note  the  fact  that  a  prominent  coal 
operator  made  the  charge  to  your  cor¬ 
respondent  that  “the  coke  people  stood 
in  with  the  railroads;  and,  that  the 
Trick’  crowd  could  get  anything  they 
wanted  from  the  railroad  combination.” 

The  river  interests  among  the  coal 
shippers  are  active,  and  are  bound  to 
keep  them'selves  before  the  public.  Con¬ 
stant  hammering  at  subjects  that  are  of 
vital  importance  to  the  river  coal  op¬ 
erator  keeps  their  interests  before  the 
people,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  benefit 
to  them. 

The  present  local  status  of  the  coal 
trade  is  set  forth  in  our  note  column  in 
detail ;  it  is  a  matter  of  disappointment 
to  the  river  coal  shipper  that  the 
streams  necessary  to  carry  hence  their 
product  failed  to  rise  high  enough  to 
enable  more  than  a  small  shipment  of 
coal  to  southern  ports.  The  upper  har¬ 
bors  here  are  crowded  with  loaded 
craft,  awaiting  a  sufficient  water  stage 
to  enable  them  to  get  away. 

As  regards  prices  at  this  port,  of 
coal  and  coke,  there  is  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  producers  of  these  products, 
and  we  can  safely  say  on  the  part  of 
brokers,  to  juggle  with  what  are  the 
bed  rock,  ruling  and  “safe  and  sane” 
figures  governing  the  market.  Run  of 
mine  coal  is  in  good  demand,  and  is 
strong  at  $1.15@1.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines;  three-quarter  inch  remains 
without  change  from  last  week’s  prices, 
viz. ;  $1.35@1.35  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine;  lump,  coal  is  stronger,  and  is 
selling  for  $1.50@1.65  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  while  slack  is  quoted  at  85@ 
90c  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  These 
prices  are  the  ruling  ones  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  mpket  today,  but  it  is  noted  in  this 
connection  that  the  principal  producers 
are  in  a  negative  mood,  and  are  not 
seeking  orders  at  these  quotations. 

The  coke  market  continues  strong, 
and  prices  show  an  advance  over  last 
week.  Furnace  coke  is  selling  for  $3@ 
3.20  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  which  is 
virtually  the  same  prices  as  ruled  last 
week.  Foundry  grade  is  higher,  and  is 
bringing  $3.75@3.85  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens.  As  is  the  case  with  coal  ship¬ 
ments,  so  is  it  with  coke,  shipments  are 
deterred  on  account  of  the  shortage  of 
cars,  and  consequently  producers  hold 
on  to  top-notch  figures  for  their  prod¬ 
uct. 

The  retail  and  coal  trade  in  both  coal 
and  coke  shows  but  little  change  since 
last  week.  The  general  aspect  of  this 
branch  of  the  business,  however,  de¬ 
serves  more  than  a  brief  notice.  For 
a  number  of  weeks  the  principal  con¬ 
cerns  handling  coal  and  coke  at  retail 
have  been  considering  the  advisability 
of  putting  up  prices,  but  have  held  off, 
awaiting  the  proper  time  to  arrive  in 
the  wholesale  or  jobber’s  market,  which 
time,  they  say,  may  never  arrive.  Con¬ 
sequently,  on  October  fifteenth  there 
will  be  made  an  advance  by  all  dealers 
in  coal  and  coke,  at  retail,  in  Pittsburg, 
of  at  least  one-half  cent  per  bushel. 

The  outlook  for  business  for  the 
future  in  the  coal  and  coke  industry  is 
good.  As  regards  prices,  a  remark  of 
one  of  the  largest  independent  pro¬ 
ducers  of  coke  is  pertinent,  who  said : 
“We  don’t  want  higher  prices  on  coke. 
We  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  rul¬ 
ing  prices  of  today,  and  think  that  it 
would  be  unwise  to  push  the  present 
figures  upward.” 

This  statement  is  a  good  commentary 
on  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  Pittsburg 
di^strict  at  present.  It  is  not  a  question 
of  price  here;  the  question  of  the  hour 
IS,  and  the  crying  demand  is  also : 
‘Give  us  cars!”  “Give  us  men!” 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

J.  L.  Grace,  general  manager  of  the 
Pittsburg-Buffalo  Company,  is  back 


at  his  desk  at  Pittsburg,  after  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  several  days. 

The  river  coal  men  are  on  the  anx¬ 
ious  seat,  hoping  that  the  rains  of  the 
last  twenty-four  hours  will  bring  the 
river  up  to  a  boating  stage. 

W.  G.  Coyle,  a  former  Pittsburger, 
and  C.  N.  Espy,  of  New  Orleans,  who 
have  been  sojourning  in  Pittsburg 
for  some  days,  have  retuped  to  their 
homes  in  the  southern  city. 

The  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  railroad 
has  just  placed  an  order  with  the 
Pittsburg  plant  of  the  American  Lo¬ 
comotive  Works  for  six  new  freight 
locomotives.  An  order  has  also  been 
placed  for  500  gondola  coal  cars. 

The  Old  Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Com¬ 
pany  report  that  they  are  busy  at 
both  ends,  at  their  offices  in  the  city 
and  at  their  mines  at  Ligonier,  Pa., 
and  Moundsville,  W.  "Va.  This  com¬ 
pany  is  one  of  the  new  enterprises  in 
the  field,  and  since  their  beginning 
operations  have  grown  until  at  pres¬ 
ent  they  rank  among  the  large  and 
hustling  producers. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Company, 
which  sustains  branch  offices  in  many 
of  the  principal  cities  of  the  country, 
reports  that  they  are  unusually  busy 
and  that  the  outlook  is  for  a  much 
larger  fall  trade  than  they  have  ex¬ 
perienced  for  many  years.  They  also 
say  that  they  are  meeting  with  much 
success  in  their  efforts  to  launch  on 
the  market  their  “smokeless  coal.” 

It  requires  a  nine-foot  stage  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor  to  enable 
coal  barges  to  get  away.  At  present 
the  record  at  Davis  Island  dam  is 
six  feet,  but  both  the  tributary 
streams,  the  Allegheny  and  the  Mon- 
ongahela  are  slowly  rising  and  it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  old  “Mon¬ 
arch,”  the  Ohio,  will  get  busy  and 
enable  the  coal  men  to  send  over 
their  heavy  tows. 

Branch  lines  leading  from  the  Buf¬ 
falo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  railroad 
to  the  coal  fields  between  Pittsburg 
and  Buffalo  are  being  survej'ed,  and 


R  A  I  Tv  S 

NEW  eLnd  RELAYING 

12  to  100  lb.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

L  B  Fosfpr  C* O  6HParkBldg. 
Li.  U.  rubier  LO.,  Piiuburgh.  Pa. 


STEEL  RAILS 

We  buy  and  sell  all  sizes  of  New  and  Re¬ 
laying  Ralls.  We  have  in  stock  new  light 
rails  from  12-lb.  to  40-lb.  ready  for  quick 
shipment.  Please  communicate  with  us. 

IRON  CITY  STEEL,  COMPAXY 
Bessemer  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


R  A  I  Iv  S 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 

Prick  Building,  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


will  shortly  be  made  a  part  of  that 
system.  There  are  about  a  dozen 
such  lines  that  have  outside  persons 
interested  as  stockholders.  The  ma¬ 
jority  are  small  roads,  while  others 
are  important  coal  carrying  roads. 
The  Buffalo,  Rochester  ik  Pittsburg 
is  also  arranging  for  the  construction 
of  many  additional  lines,  the  major¬ 
ity  of  them  being  in  Indiana  county, 
where  many  thousands  of  dollars  are 
being  spent  for  new  trackage,  and  for 
the  development  of  coal  lands. 

The  estimated  production  of  coke 
at  Connellsville  during  the  first  thir¬ 
ty-five  weeks  of  1906  amounted  to 
9,661,959  tons,  compared  with  8,728,- 
795  tons  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  1905,  and  6,346,190  tons  in  1904. 
The  cars  required  to  handle  the  cur¬ 
rent  year’s  business  numbered  501.573, 
of  which  160,543  were  destined  to 
Pittsburg,  276,673  to  points  west  of 
Pittsburg,  and  04,357  to  points  east 
of  Connellsville.  The  movement  for 
the  first  thirty-five  weeks  of  1905  was 
handled  by  460,203  cars,  and  in  1904 
by  322,669  cars.  During  the  week 
ending  September  1,  1906,  21,759 

ovens  were  in  active  operation,  while 
1,599  were  idle. 


Richards  Coal 
Mining;  Co. 


Frick  Annex  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghiogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 


AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CONNELLSVILLE  and  W.YA.  COKE 


THE  COMING 

COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  oOO  to  1000 
tons  a  day,  of  hieh-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

We  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OUR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
Cumberland  Coal  Co. 

LAND  TITLE  BLDG.  911  BESSEMEI  BLDG. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA.  PITTSBURG.  PA. 


CP  ROU/MAM  miner  and  SHIPPER 

a  Ua  DUff  If  I  nil  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  t^HIFPEB) 

“RELIANCE”  "  LOPEZ  "-THREE  MINES 

“Bnek  Noantaln”  Bine  Agent  “Perfeotlon”  Smithing 

“Big  Yeln  Lehigh”  “Beat”  ii&s 

‘‘Wilkes  Barre’’  ‘‘\%hlt.  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracito  And  other  grade.  Bitamlnons 

ConnellaTlIle,  Latrobe,  Ciallitaln  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

AD0RE8S  ALL  CIMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracit.  Shipments  mad.  by  Kail  or  Water  via  P.  R  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R..  anl  their  connections. 
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'oLUMBUS,  Ohio,  October  13. —  (Spe- 
Correspondenre.) — W  i  t  h  o  u  t  the 
lal  premonitory  frosts  this  territory 
3  been  treated  to  a  real  borean 
,st,  while  the  leaves  are  still  green 
on  the  trees.  A  sudden  drop  of 
;  thermometer  on  Wednesday  to 
ir  the  freezing  point  has  had  the 
ect  of  swelling  the  coal  men’s  mails 
th  hurry-up  orders  from  country 
ilers.  Some  of  the  large  operators 
)ort  that  they  are  from  300  to  400 
•s  behind  on  current  business,  and 
would  seem  that  nothing  less  than 
rood  stretch  of  mild  autumn  weath- 
intervening  between  this  and  the 
ledule  time  for  winter  to  actually 
:  in  will  prevent  a  demand  for  coal 
lounting  to  almost  a  panic.  Ad- 
;es  from  Chicago  are  to  the  eflfect 
it  a  premium  of  10c  a  ton  is  al- 
idy  being  offered  on  Hocking  do- 
;stic,  which  marks  the  first  instance 
which  an  advance  over  circular 
ice  has  been  realized  since  last  fall, 
ft  has  been  predicted  that  an  in- 
;ase  from  $1.75  to  $2.00  will  be  an- 
unced  on  next  Monday,  the  15th 
5t.,  but  no  definite  information  is 
ailable  on  this  point.  There  is  a 
de  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
licy  of  a  further  advance,  as  the 
esent  circular  has  been  in  effect 
ly  two  weeks.  For  the  purpose  of 
e  moral  influence  with  the  consum- 
y  public,  which  is  inclined  to  regard 
ch  actions  as  arbitrary,  it  is  thought 
st  by  the  more  conservative  to 
lintain  the  present  circular  until 
Dvember  1,  at  least,  and  to  possibly 
low  it  to  remain  undisturbed 
roughout  the  season,  operators  de- 
nding  upon  premiums  for  their  re- 
irds.  The  agitation  in  favor  of  an 
Ivance  appears  to  come  more  large- 
from  jobbers,  whose  commissions 
Duld  be  enhanced.  Whatever  action 
taken  the  opinion  prevails  that 
am  now  on  until  the  natural  mid- 
inter  slump  it  will  be  a  sellers’  rath- 
than  a  buyers’  market. 

Inquiries  are  being  received  from 
any  sources  for  steam  and  lake  coal 
□m  those  having  contracts  to  com- 
ete,  jobbers  and  others  being 
armed  over  the  growing  car  short- 
'e.  The-  latter  is  now  placed  at  as 
w  as  forty  per  cent  below  demand, 
ith,  the  situation  rapidly  growing 
orse.  Some  little  relief  is  expected 
Dm  the  recent  action  of  the  Pere 
larquette,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and 
le  or  two  other  railways  in  recon- 
dering  their  refusal  to  accept  any 
trs  not  equipped  with  air.  Much 
implaint  is  heard  of  the  failure  of 
mnecting  lines  to  deliver  empties, 
le  situation  in  this  regard  being 
inch  worse  than  normal  for  this  time 
t  year,  owing  to  the  extraordinary 
■op  movements. 

In  local  territory  natural  gas  is  a 
lore  aggressive  rival  to  coal  than 
t  any  time  since  its  introduction, 
lany  new  towns  throughout  the  state 
ave  been  piped  during  the  past  year, 
■ich  enterprises  being  stimulated  by 
le  continued  development  of  new  gas 
elds.  Factories,  as  well  as  domestic 
onsumers,  have  been  connected  up 
nth  this  fuel  in  considerable  num- 
ers.  The  effect  is  felt  directly  by 
perators  as  well  as  by  retailers, 
fven  in  cases  where  economy  is  not 
romoted  in  any  great  degree  there 
pnears  to  be  a  satisfaction  in  getting 
ven  with  the  coal  man.  In  the  rnat- 
er  of  fuel  supply  for  the  state  capitol 
luilding,  bids  for  coal  were  recently 
urned  down,  under  plea  that  their 
iniformity  savored  of  a  combination 


and  a  contract  has  been  entered  into 
with  a  local  natural  gas  concern.  The 
pipes  are  now  in  process  of  being  laid 
to  the  grounds.  The  lowest  coal  bid 
was  $2.24  per  ton. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

J.  P.  Cumminskey,  of  Detroit,  was 
in  town  early  in  the  week. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  is  in  Detroit. 

C.  C.  Smith,  representing  the  S.  C. 
Schenck  Co.,  Chicago,  was  in  town  on 
Tuesday. 

M.  M.  Morrow,  of  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Co.,  spent  last  Sunday  in 
Columbus. 

W.  J.  Scully,  of  Detroit,  was  in 
town  this  week  looking  over  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  conditions. 

E.  M.  Mancourt,  of  the  Fairmant 
Coal  Co.,  Detroit,  was  among  the 
week’s  visitors  in  the  city. 

President  Kachelmacher,  of  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  is  in  New  York  city. 

W.  H.  Howe,  of  the  Bedford  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  was  calling 
upon  local  operators  this  week. 

The  Washington  Fuel  Co.  is  send¬ 
ing  out  to  its  customers  a  handsome 
souvenir  in  the  form  of  a  coal  block. 

C.  F.  Mayer,  corresponding  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Sunday_Creek  Co.,  is  con¬ 
fined  to  his  home  with  throat  trouble. 

E.  B.  Hughes,  manager  of  the 
Washington  Fuel  Co.,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  of  inspection  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  properties  in  the  valley. 

E.  H.  Howe,  of  Findlay,  Ohio,  was 
in  Columbus  this  week,  on  his  way 
home  from  a  visit  to  the  Tug  and 
Deep  Water  fields  of  West  Virginia. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  vice-president  of 
the  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  is  being  con¬ 
gratulated  over  a  visit  of  the  stork 
to  his  household  on  the  third  inst., 
which  left  him  a  present  of  a  twelve- 
pound  daughter. 

The  Columbus  retail  coal  trade  is 
feeling  the  stimulus  of  the  first  touch 
of  winter,  and  the  market  is  stronger 
than  at  any  time  this  season,  prices 
ranging  from  $3.25  to  $3.50,  as  against 
$2.75  and  $3.00  for  the  same  period 
last  year. 

The  court  has  rejected  the  bid  of 
$20,000  for  the  McLeisch  Coal  Co.’s 
mine  at  Gloucester,  Ohio,  which  is  in 
the  hands  of  R.  C.  Wharton  as  re¬ 
ceiver,  and  the  property  will  be  of¬ 
fered  for  sale  at  the  door  of  the  court 
house  on  the  twenty-seventh  inst. 

In  a  suit  brought  by  the  Harris- 
burgh  &  Steelton  Coal  Co.  against  the 
W.  J.  Hamilton  Co.  to  recover  an 
amount  held  out  by  the  latter  on  a 
shipment  of  coal  which  did  not  con¬ 
form  to  agreement,  the  Hamilton 
Co.  has  been  awarded  its  full  claim 
in  the  common  pleas  court  on  a  re¬ 
versed  decision  from  a  justice  court. 

Financial,  troubles  of  the  Scdalia 
Coal  Co.,  owned  by  J.  Will  Smith,  of 
Pana,  Ill.,  and  located  at  Gloucester, 
led  to  a  receiver  being  appointed  for 
the  concern  on  the  third  inst.,  in  the 


person  of  W.  J.  Hamilton,  of  the 
Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  this  city.  His 
appointment  has  not  yet  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  court.  Action  was  tak¬ 
en  on  application  of  C.  M.  Clark,  a 
merchant  of  Gloucester,  one  of  the 
creditors  of  the  company.  The  out¬ 
put  of  the  mine  has  been  handled  for 
some  time  past  by  the  Hamilton  Co. 

The  case  of  the  Ohio  Shippers’  As¬ 
sociation  against  the  railroads  on  the 
demurrage  question,  which  limits  the 
time  of  free  unloading  of  coal  to 
forty-eight  hours,  comes  up  for  hear¬ 
ing  before  the  State  Railway  Com¬ 
mission  next  week.  Both  sides  to 
the  controversy  have  taken  large 
numbers  of  depositions  and  the  facts 
and  figures  that  will  be  submitted  are 
expected  to  be  very  voluminous.  The 
arguments  will  be  presented  by  able 
counsel  on  both  sides.  A  decision  in 
favor  of  the  shippers,  restoring  the 
free  limit  to  ninety-six  hours,  would 
result  in  saving,  it  is  claimed,  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  the  retail  coal 
men  of  the  state,  but  the  railroads 
profess  to  be  able  to  show  that  the 
sentiment  in  favor  of  going  back  to 
the  old  order  of  things  is  far  from 
being  unanimous. 

Much  interest  centers  in  the  pros¬ 
pective  action  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale 
and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
to  secure  improved  delivery  rights. 
This  is  not  to  be  based  on  any  new 
legislation,  but  on  existing  laws.  The 
whole  question  from  the  shippers’ 
standpoint  is  being  carefully  gone 
over,  with  a  view  to  mapping  out  the 
most  effective  plan  for  bringing  about 
the  desired  reforms.  Ohio,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Nebraska,  is 
the  only  state  in  the  Union,  it  is  as¬ 
serted,  which  requires  that  a  bill  of 
lading  shall  accompany  a  car  of  coal. 
Under  the  statutes  a  consignee  by 
weighing  coal  upon  its  receipt  and 
making  affidavit  to  the  amount  of 
shortage  has  legal  recourse  with  the 
railroad.  If  the  latter  fails  to  make 
satisfactory  adjustment  the  consignee 
may  have  his  claim  prosecuted  by  the 
State  Railway  Commission.  It  is 
hoped  to  have  the  whole  question  of 
shortage  reduced  to  this  system  and 
do  away  with  the  custom  of  under- 
weighing,  which  now  prevails  and 
which  it  is  claimed,  works  manj'  in¬ 
justices. 


Should  you  be  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  Kana'wha  Splint 
and  Gas  or  New  River 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coals 
just  drop  the  hint  to  the 

KANAWHA  4  OHIO  FUEL  CO. 

MINERS  and  SHIPFERS 
405-416  Haydea  Bldg.  •  Columbus,  Ohio 


A.  B  Willson.  .las.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Blnna 

The  Capitol  Coal  4 
Coke  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas, 

Youghiogheny. 

Thacker,  Hocking, 

Capitol  Splint  and 
Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 

FOUNDRY.  FURNACE  AND 
DOMESTIC  COKE 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


MIno  31.  - Shnfor  Mlno 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

Genwral  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treaa. 

Detroit  Ollice:  88-91  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice-Praa. 

Mlnara  »r\d  Shipper* 

Superior  TKick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader;— "  Manhattan  ” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  ANO  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co, 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 
149  b'rOADWAY, 

COR.  LIBERTY  ST. 


COAL  PEALfcRS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5ackett  Screes  Co.,  Pro- 
donla.N.  Y.,are  &rst  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  In  price.  All  shipmenta  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  nouse  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  In  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 
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General  Retail  Notes. 

The  retail  coal  business  of  Viemont 
Bros.,  Peoria,  Ill.,  has  been  sold  to 
II.  B.  Neff,  of  that  city,  the  consider¬ 
ation  being  $5,550. 

Adam  Schroeder  has  purchased  the 
retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  A. 
Frame,  Reading,  Pa.,  and  will  take  pos¬ 
session  immediately. 

Retail  coal  dealers  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
are  anxiously  awaiting  the  action  of  the 
operators  in  regard  to  an  increase  in 
quotations  at  the  mines. 

Charles  M.  Fisher,  Mason  City,  Iowa, 
has  leased  the  coal  yard  of  C.  A.  Cole, 
located  on  West  Fifth  street,  that  city, 
and  will  take  possession  immediately. 

William  E.  Tyson,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio, 
has  purchased  the  retail  coal  business 
of  J.  W.  Gardner  on  Logan  avenue.  He 


will  continue  the  business  at  the  same 
stand. 

Owing  to  the  good  work  of  the  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Correct  Weights  Associa¬ 
tion,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  the  number  of 
short  weights  sold  in  that  city  is  very 
small. 

Retail  dealers  of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
report  that  owing  to  the  increased  con¬ 
sumption  of  the  railroads  they  have  been 
unable  to  secure  any  coal  for  the  past 
sixty  days. 

L.  D.  Lampman,  who  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  coal  industry  at  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  for  the  past  several  years,  has 
sold  his  properties  to  a  syndicate  of 
Toledo  and  Detroit  capitalists. 

W.  A.  Corcoran,  Rock  Island,  Ill., 
is  making  arrangements  for  opening  a 
retail  coal  and  wood  yard  and  is  now 


erecting  the  necessary  sheds  on  the 
property  which  he  owns  at  Fourth  and 
Fifth  avenues. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Cohoes,  N. 
Y.,  have  made  an  advance  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  on  all  grades  of  coal.  A 
new  departure,  however,  is  the  discount 
of  that  amount  on  each  ton,  if  the  coal 
is  paid  for  in  cash. 

The  county  board  of  Polk  county, 
Minn.,  is  advertising  for  bids  on  a  car 
load  of  Hocking  Valley  coal  delivered 
at  the  court  house  in  Crookston.  The 
right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids  is 
reserved  by  the  board. 

The  Brown-Hosea  Coal  Co.  has 
brought  suit  against  the  Highland  Rim 
Mining  Company,  of  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  for  the  recovery  of  $2,150  dam¬ 
ages  for  an  alleged  breach  of  contract 
to  furnish  coal  at  a  stipulated  price. 


Shortly  after  the  contract  was  entered 
into  the  price  of  coal  was  advanced,  and 
the  defendant,  it  is  alleged,  refused  to 
deliver  at  the  price  contracted. 

The  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
brought  suit  against  Jos.  McCaldin,  of 
New  York,  owner  of  the  steamer  Las- 
sell,  to  recover  $771.40  alleged  to  be 
due  for  furnishing  the  steamer  with  266 
tons  of  coal  in  March,  1906. 

Charles  K.  Coutant,  of  the  firm  of 
Coutant  &  Squires,  Omaha,  Neb.,  in  de¬ 
fending  the  price  asked  by  retailers  for 
anthracite  coal,  says  that  considering  the 
distance  from  the  mines,  the  long  rail¬ 
road  haul,  the  amount  of  freight  to  be 
paid,  the  amount  of  money  per  ton  re¬ 
quired  to  handle  the  business,  there  is 
not  a  city  in  the  United  States  where 
the  percentage  of  profit  on  anthracite 
coal  is  less  than  in  Omaha. 
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E.  O.  SCHERMERHORN,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 
141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  Street,  New  Haven  Conn. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

P.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  IlL 
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Gerveral  Review 

The  monarch  of  the  aerial  regions  is  very  careless  this  season  of 
the  year.  He  is  Just  as  liable  to  pull  the  switch  transporting  us  into 
the  frigid  zone  as  to  the  belt  of  calms.  The  fall  cloudiness,  autumn 
rains,  and  disturbances  of  temperature  varying  all  the  way  from 
vicious  lightning  to  sudden  winter  storms,  will  soon  bring  to  the 
consciousness  of  the  housewife  that  a  fire  in  the  grate  will  be  con¬ 
stantly  needed  soon.  The  cold  spell  last  week  had  a  plenary  effect 
and  tended  to  clean  up  the  yards  of  retailers  and  stimulate  business 
in  general.  Another  visit  of  the  snow  storm  will  be  followed  by 
inspection  of  empty  coal  bins  by  a  large  number  of  consumers  who 
will  at  once  make  urgent  demands  upon  dealers  for  immed  iate  supplies 
of  coal.  The  feature  of  the  week  is  the  scarcity  of  Hocking  and  West 
Virginia  coals  occasioned  by  excessive  car  shortage.  The  demand 
has  been  so  great  that  the  prices  on  Hocking  especially,  and  almost 
all  grades  of  eastern  coals,  has  been  advanced  twenty-five  cents. 
Hocking  lump  is  bringing  today  two  dollars  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  ^  Last 
year  at  this  time  the  price  was  $1.50.  The  amount  of  Hocking  at 
the  docks  is  almost  “nil,”  in  fact  there  really  is  no  market  for  this 
product,  since  there  is  very  little  available  coal  to  fill  orders.  Trans¬ 
portation  facilities  in  the  Hocking  valley  and  throughout  the  West 
Virginia  district  are  by  far  more  inadequate  than  at  any  time  in  years. 

Transportation  Problem. 

Although  the  subject  of  car  shortage  seems  to  be  worn  threadbare, 
yet  it  is  without  doubt  the  most  potent  force  affecting  the  stability  of 
the  coal  market.  It  is  asserted  that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  lacks 
over  thirty-five  thousand  freight  cars  to  satisfactorily  handle  the 
freight  offered  for  shipment.  The  car  supply  companies  are  several 
months  behind  in  their  orders,  and  although  about  twelve  thousand 
cars  are  promised  the  railroads  for  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia 
coal  districts  in  the  near  future,  yet  they  will  not  be  received  in  time 
to  relieve  the  present  critical  situation.  Thousands  of  cars  have 
been  rejected  on  account  of  the  ruling  of  the  interstate  commerce 
commission  that  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  cars  on  all  freight  trains 
must  be  equipped  with  air  brakes.  When  navigation  closes  it  is 
obvious  that  many  of  the  railroads  will  be  blockaded.  An  instance 
comes  to  our  attention  from  the  west  to  the  effect  that  one  dealer 
ordered  fifteen  cars  of  coal  from  a  mining  company  on  September 
tenth  and  has  not  received  any  of  his  coal  yet.  The  operators  claim 
they  had  to  shut  down  two-thirds  of  the  time  because  cars  could  not 
be  secured  to  haul  the  product. 

Demand  for  Coal  Greatly  Accentuated. 

The  commercial  organism  of  the  country  demands  a  constantly 
increasing  amount  of  coal  annually.  None  of  the  great  industries  can 
be  independent  of  fuel,  the  source  of  motive  power.  As  the  country 
grows  more  prosperous  from  year  to  year  the  demand  for  coal  natu¬ 
rally  increases.  Statistics  show  that  the  increased  production  of 
coal  in  this  country,  the  leading  producer  of  coal  in  the  world,  is  6% 
per  cent,  while  the  increase  in  the  manufacture  of  merchandise 
requiring  transportation  and  consumption  by  the  increasing  popu¬ 
lation  has  been  over  ninety-nine  per  cent.  It  therefore  appears  that 
the  ratio  of  increased  demand  is  greater  than  the  percentage  of  supply. 

Western  Coal  Market  Firm. 

There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the  market  this  week, 
on  account  of  the  seasonable  weather.  Prices  on  western  coals  have 
not  made  any  perceptible  advance.  Dock  business  has  been  active 
and  all  rail  trade  has  suffered  greatly  from  the  lack  of  cars.  It  is 
reported  that  Lake  Superior  docks  are  not  suffering  so  much  on 
account  of  car  shortage.  Orders  are  being  filled  with  average  prompt¬ 
ness.  Many  dealers  in  the  west  and  northwest  are  waiting  for  the 
new  schedule  of  freight  rates  to  go  into  effect.  When  the  large  grain 
movement  begins  about  November  first  it  is  predicted  that  the  car 
shortage  will  be  more  acute  than  at  any  time  this  fall.  The  railroads 
throughout  the  west  and  northwest  have  not  sufficient  rolling  stock 
to  take  care  of  the  increased  production.  Consequently  a  great  con¬ 
gestion  of  freight  will  no  doubt  be  the  inevitable  result.  The  demand 


of  iKe  Markets. 

for  coal  in  the  southwestern  districts  is  very  heavy  and  it  is  reported 
that  there  is  no  slack  coal  to  be  secured.  The  mines  are  working 
only  part  of  the  time  on  account  of  car  shortage,  which  is  more  serious 
than  in  previous  years.  Eetailers  have  more  orders  than  they  can 
handle.  The  railroad  demand  for  coal  is  excessive.  It  is  reported 
from  Memphis  district  that  trade  is  very  strong.  Car  shortage  on  the 
’Frisco  &  Southern  is  much  worse  than  on  the  Illinois  Central  and 
Louisville  &  Nashville  roads.  The  mines  on  the  Illinois  Central  are 
working  only  about  two  days  a  week.  These  conditions  produce  an 
upward  trend  of  prices  and  steam  coals  have  advanced  from  ten  to 
fifteen  cents  a  ton.  It  is  predicted  that  prices  throughout  the  south 
will  go  higher  than  they  have  been  at  any  time  for  the  past  ten  years. 
Prices  throughout  Tennessee,  Georgia,  and  the  Carolinas  are  at  present 
very  high.  Business  in  the  Nashville  district  is  brisk,  local  firms 
enlarging  yards  and  wholesale  trade  very  active. 

Eastern  Coals  Scarce. 

The  transportation  facilities  in  the  Pittsburg  and  Ohio  districts 
as  well  as  in  the  West  Virginia  region  are  growing  more  inadequate 
every  day.  During  the  last  week  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to 
get  any  Hocking  or  West  Virginia  splint  coal  into  this  market.  It 
is  reported  that  there  are  some  labor  troubles  in  sight  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  field.  Coal  and  coke  business  is  very  active  and  the  tonnage 
much  greater  than  during  the  past  month.  Several  thousand  fami¬ 
lies  in  Pittsburg  were  recently  compelled  to  eat  cold  breakfasts  on 
account  of  the  insufficient  supply  of  natural  gas.  Many  are  returning 
to  the  use  of  coal.  Throughout  the  Ohio  valley  many  plants  have 
discarded  the  use  of  natural  gas,  which  means  that  thousands  of 
tons  of  coal  will  be  needed  in  the  future.  The  price  of  coal  and  coke 
throughout  the  eastern  Pennsylvania  districts  are  soaring  higher  and 
higher.  Operators  are  refusing  orders  and  others  are  making  con¬ 
tracts  for  next  year.  The  coke  market  shows  a  decided  advance. 
The  number  of  box  cars  required  for  the  transportation  of  coke  is 
much  below  the  average  supply.  It  is  interesting  to  know  in  this 
connection  that  the  coke  and  coal  stocks  of  the  leading  corporations 
are  very  active,  which  is  a  good  sign  if  the  financial  Jugglers  have 
interpreted  the  future  correctly. 

The  anthracite  trade  in  the  New  York  district  is  greatly  im¬ 
proved.  The  tonnage  on  the  main  lines  and  all  rail  business  through¬ 
out  New  England  is  reported  much  better  than  last  week.  Western 
shipments,  however,  are  reduced,  due  to  freight  congestion.  The 
scarcity  of  steam  coals  is  very  pronounced.  It  is  asserted  that  the 
amount  on  hand  represents  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  quantity 
usually  carried  in  stock.  As  the  demand  is  constantly  increasing  it 
follows  that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  scarcity  of  this  class  of  fuel  later 
on.  Rice  coal  is  very  active  and  shippers  are  far  behind  in  filling 
their  orders  and  many  have  refused  to  accept  further  obligations. 
Tide  water  shipments  show  improvements  along  the  sound  ports  and 
the  demand  is  much  stronger  than  last  week.  Atlantic  seaboard  ton¬ 
nage  has  not  increased.  The  demand  is  nearly  up  to  the  car  supply. 
Contracts  at  shoal  water  ports  are  being  closed  up  as  promptly  as 
possible.  Export  trade  is  not  active  owing  to  increased  ocean  freight 
rates.  The  harbor  trade  is  quiet  and  the  supply  is  somewhat  greater 
than  the  demand.  New  York,  like  Chicago,  is  the  dumping  ground 
for  any  coal  which  is  not  needed  for  immediate  consumption.  The 
car  service  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  much  better  than  during 
the  past  few  weeks. 

A  critical  survey  of  the  market  in  general  shows  that  it  is  much 
stronger  than  last  week.  The  prices  are  gradually  advancing,  the 
demand  is  quickly  catching  up  with  the  supply,  and  as  soon  as 
severe  cold  weather  sets  in  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  secure 
coal  promptly.  There  are  thousands  of  empty  coal  bins  in  the 
homes  of  consumers.  The  winter  demand  for  coal  is  Just  as  certain 
as  life  itself.  Dealers  are  making  a  great  mistake  in  waiting  until 
the  telephone  rings  before  ordering  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal  to 
supply  their  trade.  Old  Sol  has  been  holding  his  last  farewell  and 
will  soon  go  south  with  the  birds. 
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O'lie  coal  trade  this  week  has  been  too  liusy  to 
smile.  The  chilliness  a  few  days  ago  brought 
in  an  avalanche  of  orders,  which  have  kept  every¬ 
one  hustling.  The  mellow  weather  this  week, 
however,  has  somewhat  retarded  business  but  not 
sufficient  to  make  it  generally  perceptible  to  the 
trade.  The  market  for  eastern  coals  is  particu¬ 
larly  strong.  An  increase  in  price  of  about 
twenty-five  cents  predominates.  The  western 
products,  however,  are  not  characterized  by  the 
same  degree  of  activity.  It  has  been  asserted  that 
the  quotations  this  year  are  about  two  weeks 
ahead  of  the  prices  last  year  at  this  time.  The 
principal  reason  for  the  increase  of  course  is 
due  to  the  car  shortage  which  has  not  generally 
improved  during  the  week.  Salesmen  from  the 
western  and  northwestern  territory  state  that 
retailers  are  more  backward  this  year  than  ever 
before  in  placing  orders  for  winter  supplies.  The 
weakest  point  on  the  market  is  on  screenings  but 
the  prices  received,  however,  are  somewhat  better 
than  during  the  last  two  weeks. 

Hocking  coal  is  especially  scarce.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  secure  a  sufficient  amount  to  fill 
current  demand.  There  is  also  a  great  scarcity  of 
gas  coals.  Conservatives  claim,  however,  that 
the  price  of  Hocking  is  too  high  to  be  maintained. 
When  navigation  closes,  no  doubt,  the  price  will 
fall.  Other  coals  of  a  similar  grade  are  already 
coming  in  to  take  the  place.  It  is  reported  that  a 
large  number  of  cars  of  Massillon  coal  is  now 
being  sold  here.  However  this  coal  will  not 
greatly  affect  the  demand  for  Hocking  since  the 
producers  of  the  Massillon  have  already  all  the 
orders  they  can  fill.  Dock  companies  are  receiv¬ 
ing  a  large  number  of  orders  by  mail  showing 
great  current  demand  which  undoubtedly  will  be 
followed  by  unusual  activity  as  soon  as  the 
weather  grows  cooler. 

Anthracite  Market  Very  Firm. 

The  lack  of  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  to 
promptly  deliver  coal  on  orders  is  the  only  criti¬ 
cism  of  the  tracle  this  week.  Operators  claim 
to  have  more  orders  than  they  can  fill.  The  all¬ 
rail  trade  is,  of  course,  suffering  more  from 
car  shortage  than  dock  business.  The  greatest 
scarcity  of  cars  is  at  the  mines.  The  Reading 
company  is  shipping  out  from  fifteen  hundreji 
to  seventeen  hundred  cars  a  day.  Very  little 
of  this  coal  is  being  stored,  as  it  is  needed  to 
supply  current  demand.  The  little  spurt  of  cold 
weather  last  week  had  a  salutary  effect  on  the 
market.  It  tended  to  spread  out  the  orders.  If 
cold  weather  had  continued  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  for  operators  to  take  care  of  the 
avalanche  of  orders  which  would  have  naturally 
followed.  The  temporary  demand  occasioned  by 
the  cold  wave  has  had  a  good  effect  in  clearing 
up  many  of  the  yards  of  retail  dealers,  thus  in¬ 
ducing  them  to  place  their  orders  earlier. 

Transportation  Not  Improving. 

Almost  every  one  has  now  practically  aban¬ 
doned  the  hope  that  transportation  facilities  will 
be  adequate  to  meet  the  present  and  future  de¬ 
mands  of  the  trade.  There  is  not  only  a  scarcity 
of  cars,  but  there  is  so  much  freight  congestion, 
that  in  some  cases  freight  is  moving  only  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  a  day.  The  railroad  officials  admit 
that  they  have  not  sufficient  trackage  and  equip¬ 
ment,  and  although  large  orders  for  cars  have 
been  placed  with  car  supply  companies,  yet  sev¬ 
eral  months  will  elapse  before  it  will  be  possible 
to  secure  the  cars  for  service.  One  railroad 
reports  that  it  has  just  received  about  a  thousand 
cars  on  a  contract  placed  nearly  a  year  ago.  It 
would  appear  from  the  reports  that  some  of  the 


carriers  are  endeavoring  to  provide  sufficient 
equipment.  The  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
has  placed  an  order  for  2,500  box  cars,  400  ballast 
cars  and  1,600  gondola  cars;  the  Grand  Trunk 
has  placed  an  order  for  2,500  box  cars,  400  ballast 
cars;  the  Pere  Marquette  an  order  for  2,000 
box  cars;  the  Canadian  Pacific  railway  3,000  box 
cars,  and  the  Buffalo,  Susquehanna  500  steel  gon¬ 
dola  cars.  Other  railroads  are  also  adding  to 
their  equipment,  but  just  how  many  of  these 
new  cars  will  be  needed  to  supply  the  places 
of  those  which  go  to  the  scrap  heap  no  one 
seems  to  know.  It  has  been  determined  by  the 
statistician  that  the  number  of  freight  cars 
placed  in  service  during  the  last  few  years  has 
increased  only  twenty-six  per  cent  whereas  the 
amount  of  certain  classes  of  freight  has  increased 
over  one  hundred  per  cent.  Blockades  at  the 
railroad  terminals  are  causing  serious  delay  in  re¬ 
consignment  of  cars.  Coal  operators  are  notified 
of  the  arrival  of  cars  as  soon  as  they  come  in  to 
the  yards.  These  cars  are  immediately  recon¬ 
signed  to  dealers  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
but  it  usually  happens  that  there  are  so  many 
other  cars  filled  with  various  classes  of  freight 
mixed  in  with  coal  cars  that  it  takes  from  three 
to  ten  days  to  start  them  towards  their  destina¬ 
tion.  In  other  words,  about  as  much  time  is 
wasted  in  reconsigning  cars  as  is  consumed  in 
transit  from  the  mines  to  the  yards. 

It  is  gratfying  to  note  that  many  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  cutting  freight  rates  on  coal.  Those 
roads  which  took  the  lead  are  to  be  commended. 
Of  course,  the  other  roads  must  follow  suit  in 
order  to  meet  the  demands  of  competition.  If  it 
is  true  that  the  railroads  receive  five  thousand 
million  dollars  a  year  for  transporting  the  coal  of 
the  country  they  certainly  can  afford  to  give  the 
service  a  little  cheaper  since  coal  furnishes  the 
motive  power  for  the  manufacturing  of  most  of 
the  goods  offered  for  transportation.  It  there¬ 
fore  follows  that  any  condition  which  tends  to 
augment  the  use  of  coal  will  in  the  end  benefit  the 
common  carriers. 

Illinois  Coals  Firm. 

There  has  not  been  a  decided  change  in  the 
market  this  week  for  the  Illinois  products.  The 
quantity  of  coal  from  the  Carterville  district  re¬ 
ceived  in  this  market  this  week  is  about  the  same 
as  last.  However,  this  does  not  mean  that  the 
mines  are  producing  their  full  capacity.  Informa¬ 
tion  from  various  sources  corroborates  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  production  equals  only  about  50 
per  cent  of  the  amount  of  coal  which  could  be 
supplied  if  there  were  sufficient  cars  available  to 
transport  the  coal  to  market.  Six-inch  lump  is 
quoted  at  $1.50,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.50,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  The  market  on  screenings  is  somewhat 
better  than  last  week.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
are  forty  to  fifty  cents,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $1.40  to 
$1.50;  mine  run  is  bringing  $1.05,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
and  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  quotation  on  six- 
inch  egg  is  the  same  as  that  given  for  six-inch 
lump.  The  market  on  lump  and  egg  is  very  firm, 
but  the  demand  for  mine  run  is  not  quite  as  firm 
although  the  market  is  strong  and  operators  have 
all  the  orders  which  they  can  fill.  Continued 
car  shortage  also  characterizes  the  situation  in 
the  ■  Springfield  district.  The  mines  in  this  field 
are  producing  about  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  ca¬ 
pacity  which  tends  to  make  the  market  very 
strong  on  domestic  sizes  and  very  firm  on  mine 
run  and  inch  and  half  lump.  The  state  of  the 
market  on  screenings,  however,  is  weak.  Mine 
run  is  quoted  today  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  six-inch  lump  and  egg, 
$1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ; 
inch  and  a  half  lump,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  have  been 
selling  at  25  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1  f.  o.  b. 


Chicago.  Very  little  of  the  Wilmington  coal  is 
coming  into  this  market.  Wilmington  lump  this 
week  for  country  trade  is  bringing  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  $2.50.  There  is  much  complaint  of  car  short¬ 
age  and  orders  are  far  in  excess  of  available 
coal. 

The  market  on  coals  from  the  Third  Vein 
Springfield  valley  and  La  Salle  districts  is  very 
strong.  Operators  have  an  avalanche  of  orders 
which  they  are  unable  to  fill  on  account  of  ex¬ 
cessive  car  shortage.  Transportation  facilities 
this  week  are  much  worse  than  last  in  this  dis¬ 
trict.  It  is  not  possible  to  secure  more  than 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  number  of  cars  needed 
on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  line.  Third 
vein  chunks  are  bringing  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine; 
standard  lump  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  large  egg 
$2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  washed  nut  $2.15  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  and  washed  screenings  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  The  market  on  Franklin  county  coals  is 
also  characterized  as  strong.  The  mines  are  pro¬ 
ducing  about  forty  per  cent  of  normal  capacity. 
Car  shortage  is  reported  to  be  in  about  the  same 
condition  as  last  week.  Prices  for  lump  and  egg 
coal,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  ;  three-quarter  inch  screenings  sixty-five 
cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Kentucky  and  Pennsylvania  Coals  Scarce. 

The  orders  for  Kentucky  coals  coming  to  this 
market  are  far  in  excess  of  the  supply  which  has 
been  greatly  mitigated  by  inadequate  transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  It  is  claimed  that  the  mines  are 
able  to  operate  only  about  one-third  of  the  time 
because  it  is  impossible  to  get  sufficient  cars  to 
haul  away  the  coal.  Labor  scarcitj-  somewhat 
affects  the  supply  in  this  field  but  the  principal 
reason  for  scarcity  of  Kentucky  coals  is  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  inability  of  railroads  to  transport  the 
product  to  market.  Six-inch  lump  in  open  cars 
is  bringing  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  and  in  box 
cars  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.00  and  $4.15  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago.  The  week’s  supply  of  Youghiogheny 
coals  from  the  Pennsylvania  district  has  not  in¬ 
creased.  The  mines  are  producing  only  about 
fifty  per  cent  of  their  normal  capacity.  The  car 
service  is  very  bad  and  of  the  twenty  mines  in 
this  district  six  of  them  are  not  running  at  all. 
Three-quarter  inch  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.40  to 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  to  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  $1.60  to  $1.75 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  market  on  each  of  these  grades  is  character¬ 
ized  as  very  strong.  Connellsville  coke  coming 
into  this  market  is  bringing  $6.15  to  $6.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  or  $3.50  to  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  The 
market  continues  very  strong.  This  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  when  it  is  considered  that  about 
560,000  tons  are  consumed  weekly  in  producing 
the  coke  demanded  by  the  commercial  activities 
of  the  country. 

Hocking  Market  Very  Strong. 

There  has  not  been  such  a  scarcity  of  Hock¬ 
ing  in  this  market  for  a  long  time.  Orders  are 
piling  up  every  day  which  can  not  be  filled.  Even 
the  docks  have  no  Hocking  coal  in  excess  of  the 
amount  required  by  current  orders.  There  is 
practically  no  market  since  this  class  of  coal 
could  not  be  filled  at  any  price.  Quotations  today 
for  the  little  Hocking  which  is  being  received 
show  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents.  Inch  and 
a  quarter  lump  is  bringing  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  S2, 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  $3.65 ;  domestic  nut,  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine  run, 
$1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
three-quarter  inch  lump  $1.90  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  rule  relative  to  air  brakes 
has  put  out  of  service  so  many  cars  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  district  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
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coal  from  this  field.  Operators  in  the  Jackson 
Hill  district  have  discontinued  to  promise  date 
of  delivery  claiming  that  they  have  no  assurance 
when  sufficient  cars  can  be  secured  to  transport 
the  coal.  Domestic  lump  is  bringing  $4.15  in 
open  cars  or  $4.25  in  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  market  is  characterized  as  very  strong  and 
the  car  shortage  is  much  worse  than  reported 
last  week.  It  is  reported  that  Pittsburg  No.  8 
coals  are  bringing  $1.40  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  the  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  and  $1.25 
to  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  three-quarter  inch 
lump.  Chicago  price  is  $1.65  above  the  mine 
price  to  cover  the  cost  of  transportation.  Mines 
are  producing  only  about  seventy-five  per  cent  of 
normal  output,  due  to  the  car  stringency.  Pro¬ 
ducers  of  Massillon  coal  have  been  shipping  large 
quantities  of  their  product  into  this  market  din¬ 
ing  the  last  few  days.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
are  $2.25  and  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  this  grade  of  coal  has  been  greatly  ac¬ 
centuated  by  the  great  scarcity  of  Hocking. 

West  Virginia  Market  Strong. 

Smokeless  coal  in  this  market  is  not  as  plentiful 
as  during  the  past  two  weeks.  Splint  is  scarce 
and  has  received  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents. 
Pocahontas  is  quoted  today  at  $2  for  lump  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  and  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine  run 
$1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  market  is  firm  and  some  spot  coal  may  be 
obtained  at  a  little  better  figure.  The  demand, 
however,  for  New  River  coal  is  very  firm  except 
for  run-of-mine  which  is  weak  because  of  the  ex¬ 
cessive  shipping  charge  of  forty  cents  on  North¬ 
western  and  St.  Paul  lines.  Shortage  of  labor  is 


somewhat  affecting  the  supply.  Lump  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  $2.25  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine  run 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $1.35.  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $3.40;  egg 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $2.25,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $4.30. 
The  demand  for  Black  Band  continues  very  strong 
and  although  a  sufficient  quantity  can  not  oe  se¬ 
cured  to  fill  orders,  which  are  constantly  accumu¬ 
lating,  yet  the  price  has  not  advanced.  Lump  is 
bringing  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  quoted  last 
week.  Winifrede  splint  is  bringing  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  $2.10,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $4  for  lump;  washed 
nut  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  market  is  firm  and  orders  can  not  be  filled 
promptly.  The  mines  are  capable  of  producing 
one  hundred  cars  a  day,  but  the  average  output 
at  present  is  only  about  twenty-five  cars  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  excessive  car  shortage.  Some  Kan¬ 
awha  splint  has  been  sold  as  high  as  $3.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  but  the  regular  quotation  is  $3.65,  the 
price  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  is  $1.75.  This  grade  of  coal  is 
extremely  scarce.  Fairmont  mines  are  producing 
only  twenty  per  cent  of  normal  output.  There  is 
very  little  of  this  coal  to  be  secured  in  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Car  shortage  is  the  chief  reason  for  the 
small  production.  Three-quarter  inch  lump  is 
bringing  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $1.25  to  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  or  $3.15@3.25 ;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $3.25 
@3.35. 

Indiana  Coals  Good  Demand. 

Brazil  Block  is  scarce  on  account  of  a  very 
bad  car  shortage.  The  market  is  very  firm  and 
quotations  are  open  cars  $2.25.  box  cars,  $2.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05  open  cars  or  $3.15  box 
cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  mines  are  working 
about  three-fourths  of  the  time.  Sullivan  county 


four-inch  lump  is  bringing  today  $1.75  open  cars, 
$1.85  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.55  open 
cars  and  $2.65  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Do¬ 
mestic  nut  and  inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  $1.50 
open  cars,  $1.60  box  cars,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  oi 
$2.30  open  cars  and  $2.40  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  mine  run  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05 
f.  o.  1).  Chicago.  The  market  on  domestic  sizes 
is  very  strong,  and  the  demand  for  mine  run  is 
fair.  The  car  shortage  in  the  Clinton  field  is  very 
acute  and  only  about  half  the  mines  are  running 
this  week.  Four-inch  lump  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  iS 
quoted  at  $1.65,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  $2.35;  four-inch 
egg  $1.55@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25@2.3.) 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  $1.45 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  On  all 
grades  the  market  is  very  strong  and  orders  are 
far  in  excess  of  available  coal. 

The  state  of  the  trade  on  the  whole  this  week 
is  firm,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  orders  induced  by  the  chilly  weather  a  few 
days  ago.  There  has  been,  however,  a  iittlc 
slump  in  business  during  the  last  three  or  four 
days  on  account  of  the  higher  temperature,  but 
this  condition  is  bound  to  be  followed  in  the 
near  future  by  a  spell  of  continuous  cold  weather 
which  will  make  business  extremely  active,  and 
dealers  who  have  put  off  ordering  their  winter 
supply  will  find  that  they  have  made  a  great  mis¬ 
take.  All  rail  trade  from  now  on  until  the  close 
of  navigation  will  suffer  still  more  than  it  has  in 
the  past  on  account  of  car  shortage.  From  this 
time  on  the  market  will  practically  belong  to  the 
operators.  Dealers  will  make  no  mistake  in 
placing  orders  at  once.  The  next  cold  snap 
which  probably  will  continue  will  be  followed  by 
a  rush  of  orders. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  October  19. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— Tht  Cincinnati  market  still  remains  in 
much  the  same  condition  that  it  has  been  in  for 
several  weeks.  Probably  the  most  interesting 
feature  of  the  market  is  the  advance  in  the  retail 
price  of  coal.  The  first  cold  wave  of  the  season 
caught  a  large  number  of  families  without  fuel, 
and  there  was  a  grand  rush  for  coal  last  week. 
The  retail  business  had  been  only  fair,  and  none 
of  the  selling  concerns  were  in  a  position  for 
an  avalanche  of  orders.  The  orders  came  in  in 
hundreds,  however,  and  a  few  long  headed  deal¬ 
ers  saw  a  chance  to  get  a  little  extra  money  out 
of  the  extraordinary  demand,  and  swelled  the 
retail  price  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  It  came  so 
easy  that  before  the  week  was  over  nearly  every 
retail  concern  in  the  city  had  raised  its  price 
on  splint  coal,  and  now  that  the  rush  is  over,  to 
a  large  extent,  the  price  is  up,  and  there  ought 
to  be  no  bickering  about  it  when  real  cold  weather 
comes.  Last  year  the  retail  people  made  the  mis¬ 
take  of  waiting  too  long  to  put  up  the  price  for 
the  winter,  and  they  raised  their  prices  about 
December  first  when  there  happened  to  be  a 
very  severe  spell  of  weather,  and  the  sensational 
daily  papers  made  such  a  howl  about  it  that  the 
county  prosecutor  took  cognizance  of  it,_  and  had 
twenty-two  of  the  principal  dealers  indicted  un¬ 
der  the  Valentine  anti-trust  law  for  attemptirig 
to  regulate  prices.  This  case  is  still  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  all.  This  year  the  price  goes 
up  in  the  middle  of  October,  and  theye  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  no  occasion  to  change  the  price  again 
until  next  spring,  when  it  may  be  lowered.  The 
current  price  of  splint  lump  coal  delivered  to 
families,  therefore,  is  now  $3.50  a  ton.  No  other 
changes  have  been  made  in  prices.  There  is  an 
excellent  demand  for  all  grades  of  coal  wholesale, 
and  there  is  no  trouble  getting  $1.65  to  $2.00  a 
ton  at  the  mines  for  standard  lump.  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  continue  very 
strong  at  $2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and  smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  is  in  fair  demand  at  $1.35  a  ton 
at  the  mines. 

There  is  absolutely  no  improvement  in  the  car 
situation,  which,  as  everybody  in  the  coal 
business  now  knows,  is  the  worst  ever  seen  in 
the  trade. 

Coke  is  very  strong,  there  being  a  good  de¬ 
mand,  especially  for  foundry,  which  ranges  from 
$3.50  to  $3.65  a  ton  at  the  ovens  in  the  New 
River  and  Kanawha  district,  and  $3.25  a  ton  for 
furnace  coke  at  the  ovens. 

The  demand  for  river  coal  has  been  very 


good  for  several  weeks,  and  the  market  is  very 
strong  at  prices  that  will  likely  advance  soon 
unless  there  is  another  rise  in  the  river  to  let 
in  more  coal.  River  lump  is  worth  7j4@8 
cents  a  bushel  afloat,  and  river  nut  and  slack 
5^@654  cents.  Rail  nut  and  slack  is  firm  at 
60@70  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  western  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  has  gone  to  New  York 
on  business  of  his  company. 

Thomas  F.  Farrell,  general  manager  of  the 
Pocahontas  Coke  Co.,  Bramwell,  W.  Va.,  was 
visiting  old  friends  here  this  week. 

W.  H.  Flint,  one  of  the  large  independent  coal 
operators  of  Pittsburg,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor 
last  week.  He  was  here  to  look  after  his  river 
interests  here. 

M.  P.  Lancaster,  formerly  of  Lexington,  Ky., 
has  associated  himself  with  J.  C.  Wheeler  in  the 
White  Oak  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  in  the  Union 
Trust  building. 

A  contract  involving  a  large  sum  of  money  is 
announced  as  having  been  entered  into  between 
the  Big  Sandy  Co.  and  the  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke, 
Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  gone 
to  Thurmond,  the  center  of  the  New  River  dis¬ 
trict,  to  confer  with  some  of  the  operators  of  the 
district. 

Herbert  B.  Shonk,  of  New  York,  and  Jay  S. 
Stevens,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  entertained  on 
’Change  this  week  by  F.  L.  Garrison,  president 
of  the  Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

The  residents  of  Northside,  the  artistocratic 
portion  of  Cumminsville,  held  an  enthusiastic 
meeting  a  few  evenings  ago  on  the  subject  of 
smoke  elimination,  and  addresses  were  made  by 
a  number  of  well  known  citizens.  The  crusade 
against  smoke  has  never  lieen  so  keen  as  at 
present. 

S.  O.  Bayless,  for  many  years  general  counsel 
for  the  Big  Four  railroad,  and  one  of  the  best 
informed  railroad  lawyers  in  the  United  States, 
has  been  engaged  by  the  Receivers  &  Shippers 
Association  to  fight  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  South¬ 
western  railroad  on  the  question  of  excessive 
switching  charges  on  coal  in  Cincinnati.  The 


matter  is  now  before  the  railroad  commission  of 
Ohio. 

The  case  of  the  Cincinnati  coal  shippers  against 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwestern  railroad,  to 
compel  the  railroad  to  reduce  its  exorbitant 
switching  charges  in  Cincinnati,  has  been  post¬ 
poned  thirty  days  by  the  Ohio  railroad  commis¬ 
sion,  and  it  is  given  out  that  a  compromise  set¬ 
tlement  will  be  made.  A  year  ago  the  railroad 
would  not  listen  to  a  compromise.  It  begins  to 
look  as  if  the  coal  men  have  the  railroad  on  the 
run. 

The  White  Oak  Coal  Co.  is  the  latest  new 
coal  company  in  Cincinnati.  The  destinies  of  this 
concern  will  be  presided  over  by  J.  C.  Wheeler, 
well  known  in  the  trade  as  the  former  manager 
of  the  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  and  later  as 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of  the  South¬ 
ern  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Wheeler  has 
established  handsome  offices  in  the  Union  Trust 
building,  and  is  offering  a  fine  line  of  coals  from 
over  a  dozen  West  Virginia  mines. 

Eugene  Zimmerman,  the  railroad  magnate,  and 
party,  consisting  of  Senator  J.  N.  Camden  and 
S.  D.  Camden,  of  Parkersburg,  W.  Va. ;  J.  N. 
Camden  Jr.,  of  Versailles,  Ky.,  and  John  C.^  C. 
Mayo,  of  Paintsville,  Ky.,  are  touring  the  Elk- 
horn  coal  fields  in  this  county,  Letcher.  It  is 
generally  believed  that  this  inspection  trip  has  a 
bearing  on  the  early  construction  of  the  Ashland 
&  Tug  River  railroad  from  Ashland  to  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Pound  Gap,  paralleling  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio. 

President  Charles  Hellier,  of  the  Big  Sandy 
Co.,  states  that  the  Cincinnati  concern  has  con¬ 
tracted  to  take  the  entire  output  of  the  ten  mines 
controlled  by  his  company. 

These  mines  are  in  eastern  Kentucky.  They 
are  the  Henry  Clay  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  Pike 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  Marrowbone  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  and  the  Edgewater  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  each  of 
which  has  two  mines,  one  on  the  Upper  Elkhorn 
and  one  on  the  Lower  Elkhorn  creeks. 

The  contract  is  for  a  period  of  twelve  years. 

More  than  fifty  delegates  from  the  various 
organizations  of  Cincinnati  went  to  Portsmouth, 
Ohio,  Wednesday  to  attend  the  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Improvement  Associa¬ 
tion.  This  aggressive  organization  is  expected  to 
ask  congress  to  appropriate  fifty  million  dollars 
for  the  complete  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river. 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


The  river  people  want  from  three  to  five  millions 
a  year  appropriated  until  the  entire  river  is 
locked  and  dammed,  affording  continuous  naviga¬ 
tion.  It  is  well  known  that  the  Ohio  river  is 
the  greatest  freight  producing  stream  in  the 
world. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Co.  has 
just  let  a  contract  for  a  fourteen-mile  extension 
in  Bell  county.  This  new  branch  road  is  intended 
to  open  up  extensive  coal  fields  in  the  territory 
mentioned.  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  capitalists 
will  furnish  the  money  to  open  up  the  mines. 
Surveys  have  been  completed,  and  construction 
work  will  begin  at  once.  Work  is  now  under 
way  on  an  extension  of  the  Straight  Creek 
railroad,  which  is  also  backed  by  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  road.  This  extension  is  seven  miles 
in  length,  and  will  also  open  up  a  number  of  new 
coal  mines.  Many  large  coal  deals  have  been 
consummated  within  the  past  few  weeks. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.’s  big  towing  steamer  Raymond  Hor¬ 
ner  met  with  a  peculiar  and  serious  accident  at 
Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  the  other  evening,  which 
resulted  in  the  death  of  Pilot  Crawford,  and  the 
narrow  escape  of  Captain  Dippold  and  Captain 
Boles.  The  Raymond  Horner  was  coming  down 
the  river  light  for  a  tow  of  empty  coal  crafts, 
and  a  wire  rope,  stretched  across  the  river  at  the 
new  government  lock  knocked  down  her  smoke¬ 
stacks  and  carried  the  boat’s  pilot  house  clear  off, 
throwing  the  three  men  named  into  the  river. 
The  boat  took  fire,  but  fortunately  the  crew  were 
able  to  subdue  the  flames,  and  save  the  boat  from 
destruction.  Such  an  accident  never  happened 
a  steamboat  before. 

A  few  weeks  ago  the  big  freight  incline  which 
hauls  teams  and  other  heavy  traffic  to  the  top 
of  Price  Hill  was  wrecked  by  one  of  the  cables 
breaking,  and  since  that  time  the  only  way  to  get 
freight  to  the  top  of  the  hill  is  to  haul  it  up  the 
heavy  grades.  As  a  result  the  coal  men  have 
materially  advanced  the  price  of  delivering  coal 
to  the  residents  of  Price  Hill.  The  residents  are 
making  a  loud  complaint  about  it,  but  it  is  of  no 
avail,  because  it  is  killing  on  horses  to.  pull  the 
heavy  loads  up  the  steep  hills.  It  was  possible 
to  make  five  loads  a  day  to  Price  Hill  when  the 
incline  was  in  order;  but  now  it  is  next  to  impos¬ 
sible  to  make  two  loads  a  day.  The  increased 
cost  makes  it  necessary  for  the  coal  men  to 
charge  more  for  the  coal. 

Eugene  Zimmerman,  president  of  the  D.,  T.  & 
I.  railroad,  left  Cincinnati  Thursday  morning 
for  a  trip  over  the  western  railroads.  Mr.  Zim¬ 
merman  denied  the  frequent  publications  to  the 
effect  that  he  intends  to  sell  that  property. 
“On  the  contrary,’’  said  he,  “there  will 
be  a  meeting  of  the  Great  Northern  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  after  I  return  home,  at  which  it  is  to  be 
determined  when  we  will  build  railroad  connec¬ 
tions  from  Ironton  into  the  350,000  acres  of 
coal  land  which  we  own  in  Tennessee.  We  have 
just  completed  large  ore  bins  in  Toledo  which 
will  receive  iron  product  from  the  mines  of  the 
northwest  and  the  lake  region.  This  material 
we  will  ship  toward  the  south  and  the  return 
trains  will  take  north  the  coal  product  of  our 
mines  in  the  south.  We  have  also  recently  com¬ 
pleted  several  large  steel  ferries  for  ore  carrying 
on  the  lakes.  That  doesn’t  look  much  like  a 
sell-out,  does  it?” 

The  announcement  is  made  that  Henry  Burk- 
hold  has  secured  control  of  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co., 
and  that  he  will  greatly  enlarge  the  company  by 
the  issuance  of  $750,000  bonds,  and  use  the 
money  thus  secured  to  increase  the  company’s 
output.  It  will  be  recalled  that  there  has  been 
great  rivalry  between  Mr.  Burkhold  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Cunninghame  for  the  control  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  each  owning  exactly  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
stock.  Mr.  Burkhold  recently  purchased  Mrs. 
Jack  Cunninghame’s  stock,  and  this  gave  him  a 
big  majority.  Notwithstanding  the  rivalry  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Burkhold  and  Mr.  Cunninghame,  an 
election  of  officers  the  day  made  Alexander 
Cunninghame  president,  Henry  Burkhold  vice- 
president,  and  R.  C.  Swing  treasurer.  The  Luh¬ 
rig  Coal  Co.  is  already  one  of  the  largest  if  not 
the  largest  producing  coal  company  in  the  state 
of  Ohio,  and  if  Mr.  Burkhold  carries  out  his 
intention  to  further  develop  the  company’s  prop¬ 
erties  and  increase  its  output,  it  will  become  one 
of  the  greatest  companies  in  the  country. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  October  17. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — If  some  dispensation  could  arrive 
whereby  the  West  Virginia  operators,  especially 
in  the  Fairmont  and  Wheeling  districts  could  de¬ 
fer  contracts  on  hand  they  would  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  become  the  most  grateful  people  on  earth. 
For  the  demand  for  coal,  prompted  by  last  week’s 
cold  snap,  has  made  them  desirous  of  evading 
long  time  contracts  in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
a  sudden  increase  of  prices. 

But  they  prefer  to  abide  by  their  contracts  and 
consequently  they  will  not  enjoy  the  fruits  of  a 
sudden  rise.  Run-of-mine  is  now  bringing  $1.20 
a  ton  in  the  Wheeling  and  Fairmont  districts,  a 
good  twenty  per  cent  increase  over  the  price  pre¬ 
vailing  a  month  ago,  but  it  is  so  much  sweetness 
wasted  on  the  desert  air. 

As  a  rule  an  operator  prefers  to  deal  fairly  by 
his  trade.  The  spasmodic  demands  do  not  appeal 
to  the  experienced  operator  when  his  custom  trade 
is  at  stake.  He  would  like  to  take  advantage  of 
a  particularly  good  market  just  at  present,  but 
as  between  the  good  prices  for  free  coal  and  the 
contract  coal  he  prefers  to  supply  the  contracts 
made  several  months  or  weeks  ago. 

There  is  little  to  add  concerning  the  transpor¬ 
tation  situation.  The  railroads  are  not  able  to 
hold  their  ends  up.  They  either  have  not  enough 
cars  or  the  cars  they  have  have  been  diverted  to 
other  sources  of  traffic.  Their  failure  to  meet 
the  response  puts  the  coal  men  in  the  position  of 
having  to  meet  their  legitimate  trade  and  letting 
the  free  coal  market  go  by  the  boards. 

Every  little  while  announcement  is  made  by 
the  traffic  department  of  the  trunk  lines  that  they 
have  contracted  for  more  cars.  This  has  been 
the  case  for  fully  two  years.  But  if  new  cars 
have  been  put  in  commission  little  or  no  effect 
has  been  noticed  in  the  West  Virginia  fields, 
i^ope  is  high  that  every  few  weeks  will  see  an 
improvement,  but  no  material  change  is  seen 
whenever  there  is  a  consistent  or  heavy  demand 
for  coal. 

Contract  coal  among  the  principal  West  Vir- 
pinia  operators  at  the  present  season  is  going  to 
the  lakes  and  it  will  continue  to  po  there  so  long 
as  the  weather  keeps  mild  and  navigation  is 
open.  Reports  at  this  end  of  the  line  are  to  the 
effect  that  the  lakes  are  short  of  their  normal 
supply. 

From  the  consuming  standpoint  the  railroads 
seem  to  be  well  taken  care  of.  Steel,  iron  and 
other  industries  are  fairly  well  provided  for  and 
can  stand  a  good  siege.  Domestic  consumption, 
as  affecting  retailers,  is  responsible  for  the  in¬ 
sistent  requests  of  late. 

Car  distribution  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  may 


Kansas  City,  October  17. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  heavy  demand  for  coal,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  and  the  serious  shortage  of 
cars  are  the  principal  features  of  the  market  this 
week.  Few  of  the  mines  are  being  worked  to 
their  full  capacity  on  account  of  their  inability 
to  get  cars.  On  this  account  there  is  no  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  coal  in  the  bins  of  Kansas  City 
dealers;  in  fact  the  demand  is  much  greater  than 
the  supply.  A  result  of  this  was  an  increase 
yesterday  in  the  price  of  semi-anthracite  to  the 
retail  trade.  It  had  been  selling  at  $5.75  a  ton 
and  the  advance  is  twenty-five  cents  per  ton. 
As  the  demand  for  coal  and  the  shortage  of  cars 
are  expected  to  continue  there  will  no  doubt 
be  further  increases  within  the  next  thirty  days. 

“The  car  shortage  is  even  more  serious  than 
it  has  been  in  previous  years,”  said  Bennett 
Brown,  commissioner  of  the  Southwestern  As¬ 
sociation  yesterday.  “The  conditions  are  a  bad 
thing  for  the  consumer  but  it  is  not  without  its 
benefits  to  the  dealers.  The  shortage,  of  course, 
prevents  an  accumulation  of  coal  in  the  cities 
and  that  in  turn  causes  higher  prices.  Few  of 
the  mines  in  the  district  are  being  worked  to 
their  full  capacity  on  account  of  the  shortage. 
In  some  cases  stock  cars  are  being  used  for  trans¬ 
porting  coal  instead  of  the  regular  cars.” 

Most  of  the  wholesale  dealers  report  that  they 
are  getting  more  orders  than  they  can  handle. 


next  undergo  a  change  to  conform  to  the  new 
rules  lately  laid  down  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 
The  operators  as  a  class,  especially  the  more  in¬ 
fluential,  are  opposed  to  an  innovation,  and  cite 
the  fact  that  the  old  system  worked  well  enough 
and  should  be  allowed  to  remain.  From  a  nu¬ 
merical  standpoint,  but  not  an  aggregating  pro¬ 
ducing  standpoint  the  sentiment  is  for  a  change. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  coke  shippers  have 
been  at  some  odds  for  months  over  a  new  basis 
of  shipments  in  this  section. 

Dr.  I.  C.  White,  the  state  geologist  for  West 
Virginia,  has  just  completed  his  explorations 
along  the  Elk  river,  or  in  a  territory  close  to  the 
route  of  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad,  but  the  re¬ 
sults  have  not  been  announced  yet,  Mr.  White 
promising  to  give  an  elaborate  report  later. 

W.  W.  Thomas,  a  well  known  operator  of  the 
New  River  field,  lost  his  life  a  few  days  ago 
while  attempting  to  save  the  life  of  a  negro 
miner  employed  on  the  tipple  of  the  Newlyn 
Coal  Co.  The  negro  was  in  the  way  of  a  loaded 
mine  car  on  the  incline  and  after  Thomas’  shout 
to  him  to  get  out  of  the  way  met  no  response, 
he  jumped  on  the  incline  and  gave  him  a  shove. 
In  the  meantime  the  car  caught  the  operator, 
crushing  his  right  leg  from  the  knee  to  the  ankle. 
An  amputation  was  necessary  from  which  he 
failed  to  recover. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  thirty-two  years  of  age,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  but  came  to 
West  Virginia  when  quite  3’oung.  He  was  vice- 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Newlyn 
company,  which  was  connected  with  the  Meadow 
Creek  and  other  enterprises.  He  leaves  a  wife 
and  three  children. 

For  the  month  of  August  the  coal  shipments 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  just  to  hand,  show  a 
total  of  2,452,131  tons  in  coal  and  coke,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  only  a  little  o\'Er  7,000  tons  over  the 
previous  year,  due  to  a  short  car  supply. 

Nevertheless,  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  shipping 
over  this  road,  show's  an  increase  of  684,734  tons 
for  the  first  eight  months  of  1906,  as  against  a 
corresponding  period  for  1905.  Its  private  cars 
enabled  it  to  make  this  showing,  for  otherwise 
it  would  have  suffered  in  sympathy  with  the 
private  companies  in  its  field. 

The  Wyat  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  with 
$150,000  to  open  new  mines  in  the  Cabin  Creek 
district  of  the  Kanaw'ha  field.  The  development 
work  will  be  in  charge  of  John  Laing,  who  was 
until  recently  superintendent  of  the  New  River 
Smokeless. 

Owing  to  lack  of  sufficient  cars,  the  Eastern 
Ohio  coal  mines  have  been  working  only  a  few 
days  a  week  in  the  recent  few  weeks. 


The  manager  of  one  company  said  that  he  was 
two  weeks  behind  in  his  orders.  There  is  of 
course  a  big  demand  from  the  railroads  as  they 
have  begun  to  store  coal  for  winter  use.  The 
company,  which  has  obtained  a  franchise  to 
supply  Kansas  City  w'ith  natural  gas  will  not 
have  its  new  mains  ready  for  some  time  and  will 
not  affect  the  coal  trade  this  winter. 

Bennet  Brown,  commissioner  of  the  south¬ 
western  district,  returned  recently  from  Mo- 
berly.  Mo.,  where  a  conference  of  the  reference 
committee,  made  up  of  representative  miners  and 
operators,  was  held.  The  question  of  wages  for 
machine  men  in  the  mines  was  discussed  and  set¬ 
tled.  It  was  agreed  that  they  should  be  paid  on 
a  basis  of  ten  cents  a  ton.  This  question  had 
been  under  consideration  for  some  time  and  that 
it  is  settled  is  a  relief  to  both  miners  and  op¬ 
erators. 

Another  development  of  the  week  was  the  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  difficulty  that  existed  among  miners 
of  District  21,  made  up  of  the  Indian  Territorj-, 
Texas  and  Arkansas.  Some  of  these  miners, 
dissatisfied  with  the  'officers  of  the  district,  had 
threatened  to  break  away  from  the  Federation 
of  United  Mine  Workers.  At  a  meeting  in  the 
Territory  the  question  was  discussed  among  the 
miners  and  when  a  motion  to  secede  from  the 
district  was  put  it  was  defeated.  For  a  time  the 
indications  were  that  the  difficulty  would  cause 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


No.  16] 


23 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


serious  trouble  not  only  to  the  miners  but  also 
the  operators. 

News  has  come  to  Kansas  City  telling  of  the 
consolidation  of  the  Original  Farmers  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Consolidated  Farmers  Coal  Co.  in  Flig- 
ffinsville,  Mo.  The  new  company  will  be  known 
as  the  Farmers  Coal  Co.  and  will  be  under  the 
management  of  G.  B.  Beatty.  The  company  con¬ 
trols  a  half  dozen  mines,  all  of  them  good  pro¬ 
ducers.  The  electric  power,  with  which  the 
Original  Farmers  Co.’s  mines  were  equipped 
will  be  extended  to  all  of  the  mines,  controlled 
liy  the  consolidated  company.  Another  inter¬ 
esting  item  is  the  news  that  the  mines  of  the 
Manufacturing  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Connellsville, 
Mo.,  which  have  been  idle  since^  March  first,  will 
be  equipped  with  mining  machinery  and  put  in 
operation  immediately. 

The  trustees  of  the  Devlin  estate  are  making 
preparations  for  the  sale  of  real  estate  and  the 
payment  of  a  small  dividend  to  creditors.  It 
is  believed  that  the  holders  of  the  unsecured 
claims  against  the  estate  will  get  little  for  some 
time  as  it  is  necessary  to  investigate  the  validity 
of  all  of  them.  The  trustees  have  not  yet  de¬ 
cided  which  claims  will  be  allowed  and  which 
will  be  contested.  The  late  J.  L.  Devlin  was  a 
big  coal  operator  with  headquarters  in  Topeka, 


Minneapolis  and 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  October  18. — (Special 
Correspondence.)— conditions  in  the 
northwest  have  shown  some  slight  improvement, 
as  a  result  of  more  seasonable  weather  last  week, 
but  the  weather  turned  warm  again  on  Saturday 
and  for  the  present  the  temporary  flurry  is  over. 
There  is  a  fair  demand  for  spot  coal  in  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  St.  Paul,  but  prices  have  not  gained  on 
rail  product  to  the  basis  that  can  be  obtained 
farther  south,  in  Iowa  and  Illinois.  Dock  coal 
always  acts  as  an  equalizing  agent,  at  this  time  of 
the  year,  and  as  a  consequence  Illinois  and  In¬ 
diana  coal  producers  do  not  find  this  market  as 
active  at  this  season  as  it  will  be  later.  Business 
outside  of  the  Twin  Cities  continues  to  show 
improvement,  especially  in  southern  Minnesota 
and  South  Dakota.  Fair  prices  are  being  ob¬ 
tained  in  that  territory  for  southern  Illinois 
coals.  Along  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  railway  in  southern  Minnesota  territory 
it  is  difficult  to  obtain  cars  and  all  reports  indi¬ 
cate  that  business  is  very  active  as  a  result. 
Northern  Illinois  shippers  are  profiting  to  the 
greatest  extent  as  they  are  about  the  only  ones 
wlro  can  obtain  cars  to  go  to  points  on  that 
road.  The  docks  at  Lake  Superior  are  not  suf¬ 
fering  to  any  great  extent  as  a  result  of  the  car 
shortage  and  orders  are  being  filled  fairly 
promptly.  As  stated  in  The  Black  Diamond  a 
fortnight  ago,  much  business  is  being  held  back 
due  to  the  reduction  in  freight  rates,  which  does 
not  become  effective  till  the  latter  part  of  the 
present  month.  Many  dealers  are  placmg  orders 
subject  to  shipment  when  the  new  rates  will  be¬ 
come  effective.  Ihis  may  mean  serious  condi¬ 
tions  later  on,  inasmuch  as  the  northwestern  grain 
movement  will  be  at  its  height  after  the  first  of 
November.  To  crowd  into  that  month  an  ab¬ 
normal  coal  movement  as  a  result  of  slack  buy¬ 
ing  at  present  will  not  only  seriously  .tax  railroad 
transportation,  but  probably  congest  it  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  some  dealers  will  be  short  of  fuel.  Rail¬ 
road  men  are  not  optimistic  regarding  the  future 
transportation  situation,  in  view  of  the  unusual 
conditions  that  have  prevailed.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  they  continue  to  predict  a  great  amount  of 
difficulty  in  making  coal  shipments  in  Novcmiier 
and  December. 

In  connection  with  the  recent  reduction  in 
freight  rates  from  dock  points  there  is  a  well 
founded  rumor,  which  will  not  down,  that  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad  will 
shortly  reduce  the  through  rate  on  coal  from 
the  Herrin  (Illinois)  district  to  the  Twin  Cities 
to  $1.75.  The  present  rate  is  $2.10.  Such  a  re¬ 
duction  doubtless  would  be  followed  by  a  similar 
reduction  on  the  part  of  other  lines  from  Illi¬ 
nois  to  the  Twin  Cities,  especially  by  way  of 
Peoria.  One  of  the  inequalities  in  freight  rates 
is  seen  in  the  fact  that  coal  from  Sullivan  county, 
Indiana,  at  present  takes  a  rate  to  Minneapolis 
and  St.  Paul  of  $1.90  while  the  southern  Illinois 


Kas.  In  his  estate  are  many  valuable  coal  prop¬ 
erties. 

A  resolution  asking  the  police  board  to  in¬ 
struct  police  officers  to  make  frequent  inspec¬ 
tions  of  coat  being  delivered  in  the  city  and  to 
require  drivers  to  weigh  coal  on  the  public  scales, 
has  been  adopted  by  the  lower  house  of  the 
council  here. 

NOTES. 

Another  new  member  is  the  McAllister,  Ed¬ 
wards  Coal  Co.,  of  Edwards,  I.  T. 

The  Swofford  Coal  Co.,  at  Hackett  City,  Ark., 
is  a  new  member  of  the  Southwestern  Associa¬ 
tion. 

The  Consolidated  Stahl  Coal  Co.,  at  Stahl, 
Nevada,  has  applied  for  admission  to  the  South¬ 
western  Association. 

George  Colville,  president  of  District  25, 
United  Miners,  was  in  the  city  yesterday,  to  con¬ 
fer  with  Bennct  Brown  regarding  some  trivial 
troubles  in  his  district. 

The  chaplain  of  the  military  prison  at  Leav¬ 
enworth,  Kas.,  has  asked,  through  the  South¬ 
western  Association,  that  operators  co-operate 
with  him  in  finding  work  for  discharged  pris¬ 
oners. 
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product  takes  a  rate  of  $2.10.  A  reduction  in  the 
“Q”  rate  would  s  ive  that  road  a  large  tonnage 
in  the  Twin  Cities,  and  unless  the  rate  was  re¬ 
duced  from  Indiana  would  make  southern  Illinois 
supreme  in  the  Twin  Cities.  The  knowing  ones 
predict  that  the  proposed  reduction  will  occur 
about  January  first.  There  does  not  seem  to  be 
much  definite  information  on  which  to  base  such 
a  rumor,  except  that  the  tonnage  hauled  thus 
far  by  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  has  been  more  or  less  of 
a  disappointment,  due  to  the  fact  that  rail  ship¬ 
pers  in  the  northwest  have  a  handicap  to  over¬ 
come  in  competing  with  dock  coal.  The  reduced 
rates,  if  they  become  effective,  doubtless  would 
increase  the  volume  of  rail  coal  coming  in  this 
direction.  Unless  the  other  railroads  into  soutn- 
ern  Illinois  make  a  similar  reduction  the  C.,  B. 
&  Q.  will  secure  the  bulk  of  the  business  into 


the  northwest  giving  the  shippers  on  this  line 
an  advantage. 

Prices  on  Carterville  coal  hold  steady  at 
$1.40(«jl.50  for  lump  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.50@ 
3.00  f.  o.  b.  the  Twin  Cities.  Egg  is  held  at 
about  the  same  figure,  with  washed  coals  fairly 
steady  at  the  circular.  Smokeless  coal,  all-rail, 
via  Manitowoc,  has  been  weak,  selling  as  low  as 
$3.85@4.10  for  lump  and  egg  or  $4.75@5.00  f.  o.  b. 
Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul.  This  coal  is  now  being 
cleaned  up.  Dock  prices  are  steady,  with  dock 
interests  taking  a  strong  view  as  to  winter  prices, 
although  more  coal  has  moved  forward  via  the 
great  lakes  than  was  expected  six  weeks  ago. 
The  future  of  dock  prices  will  depend  largely  on 
the  severity  of  the  winter  season.  There  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  there  will  be  an 
advance  on  November  first,  if  not  before,  on  You- 
ghiogheny.  Hocking  and  other  coals,  except  an¬ 
thracite,  sold  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  is  breaking  in  a 
new  automobile,  and  as  a  consequence  all  his 
friends  are  having  an  opportunity  to  view  the 
sccnerv. 

W.  C.  Leiferman,  of  F.  H.  Peavey  &  Co.,  has 
built  himself  a  fine  new  house  on  Park  avenue 
in  Minneapolis,  and  is  planning  to  hold  a  house¬ 
warming  at  which  he  will  exhibit  one  of  the  finest 
and  largest  refrigerators  in  the  west. 

The  Minneapolis  Sunday  Journal  contained  an 
article  booming  Joseph  Loiter,  of  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  for  the  United  States  senate 
from  Illinois. 

Elliott  &  Skellet,  progressive  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers  in  Minneapolis,  are  planning  to 
open  a  new  yard  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
Their  business  is  increasing  very  rapidly. 

T.  N.  Mordue,  of  Castner.  Curran  &  Bullitt. 
Chicago,  was  in  the  Twin  Cities  the  latter  part 
of  last  week. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  president  of  F.  M.  Boynton, 
Inc.,  Pittsburg,  was  recently  in  the  Twin  Cities, 
returning  home  by  way  of  Duluth. 

Last  week  Twin  City  coal  retailers  had  a  large 
volume  of  business  as  a  result  of  the  first  cold 
weather  of  the  season.  Horses  and  men  are  diffi¬ 
cult  to  obtain  and  this  made  the  activity  more  ap¬ 
parent.  Retail  stocks  are  of  fair  proportions  yet, 
but  two  or  three  weeks  more  of  business  like  that 
of  last  week  and  they  will  be  considerably 
reduced. 


l^entucky  Coal  Trade 


Louisville,  Ky.,  October  \1.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— Hhe  advance  of  one  cent  per  bushel 
in  the  price  of  coal  in  the  Louisville  market  has 
been  followed  by  considerable  complaint  among 
the  people  and  several  conservative  newspapers 
have  already  raised  a  cry  of  “criminal  combina¬ 
tion.”  The  new  prices,  which  are  $3.75  a  “load” 
for  h'irst  and  Second  Pool  Pittsburg  and  $3.50 
for  Fourth  Pool  and  Jellico  delivered  within  a 
certain  radius,  are  higher  than  have  ever  been 
charged  before,  except  in  strike  times  or  when 
the  Ohio  river  was  frozen. 

Prices  in  Louisville,  however,  seem  to  be  bar¬ 
gain  quotations  when  compared  with  prices 
through  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas. 
During  the  past  year  the  people  of  Georgia  es¬ 
pecially  have  been  jubilant  over  the  coining  of 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  into  the  field  hereto¬ 
fore  controlled  by  the  Southern  railway.  I)e- 
spite  the  entrance  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville, 
however,  Atlanta  and  many  other  Gcoria  cities 
find  a  retail  price  prevailing  of  $5.50  per  ton  de¬ 
livered,  with  more  than  a  slight  prospect  of  an 
advance  to  $6.00.  With  wood  selling  at  high 
prices,  there  seems  to  he  great  danger  of  suffer¬ 
ing  throughout  the  south  should  the  winter  prove 
severe. 

During  the  past  week  new  high  records  were  es¬ 
tablished  by  all  the  Jellico,  Tennessee  and  eastern 
Kentucky  mines.  Sales  are  reported  of  high 
grade  Blue  Gem  lump  and  block  at  $3.15@3.25 
f.  o.  b.  mines,  while  No.  1  Jellico  lump  and 
block  has  sold  from  $2.75@3.00. 

With  all  the  southern  market  clamoring  for 
coal,  operators  have  been  face  to  face  with  a 
car  shortage  worse  than  ever  before  experienced 
so  early  in  the  season.  The  majority  of  com¬ 
plaints  are  directed  against  the  Southern  and 


Illinois  Gentral,  but  the  L.  &  N.  is  not  furnish¬ 
ing  more  than  a  moderate  quota,  hollowing  is 
an  extract  from  an  editorial  in  the  Louisville 
livening  Post: 

“The  Coal  Supply. 

“Louisville  for  fifty  years  has  been  spending 
money  and  granting  privileges  in  order  to  get  a 
sure,  abundant  and  cheap  supply  of  coal. 

“It  spent  two  millions  on  the  Elizabethtown 
&  Paducah  road  in  order  to  secure  Kentucky 
coal  in  competition  with  tlie  Pittsburg  article. 

"It  has  backed  the  L.  &  N.  when  it  needed 
backing,  in  order  to  get  coal  from  Kentucky 
mines  in  the  Louisville  market. 

“It  has  maintained  wharf  charges,  coupled  with 
wharf  privileges,  to  make  it  easy  for  Pittsburg 
coal  to  reach  the  Louisville  market, 

“Yet  we  find,  at  the  heginning  of  October, 
with  the  yards  full  and  the  .'uipply  in  sight  abun¬ 
dant,  that  the  best  coal  is  arbitrarily  advanced 
from  $3.50  a  ‘load’  to  $3.7.')  a  ‘load.’ 

“What  is  a  load?  It  is  twenty-five  bushels  of 
coal,  wei  hing  seventy-two  pounds  a  bushel,  or 
10  per  cent  short  of  a  short  ton  of  2,000  pounds. 

“Ten  per  cent  on  coal  is  a  good  profit  on  coal. 
It  is  mined  by  the  ‘ton’;  it  is  transported  by  the 
‘ton’ :  it  is  sold  by  the  ‘load,’  at  least  in  Louisville, 
and  it  is  the  same  whether  you  buy  the  Pittsburg 
article  or  the  Kentucky  article.^. 

“We  all  know  there  has  been  an  advance  in 
wages,  but  the  miners  say  it  is  nothing  compared 
to  the  advance  in  the  retail  price  in  Louisville, 
b'ormerly  householders  ‘laid  in’  their  coal  at  9 
cents,  and  until  winter  scarcity  came  paid  10 
cents  a  bushel. 

“Last  winter  the  rate  was  14  cents  a  bushel, 
and  that,  we  believe,  was  the  summer  price  for 
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domestic  coal  until  October  1,  when  the  price 
went  up  to  15  cents  a  bushel,  or  $3.75  a  load, 
which  is  $4.15  a  ton. 

“It  can  be  said,  we  believe,  that  it  does  not 
cost  a  dollar  a  ton  to  bring  coal  to  Louisville, 
and  not  over  $1  a  ton  to  move  the  coal,  so  there 
is  $2.15  to  be  divided  between  the  retail  dealer 
and  the  mine  owner. 

“There  is  every  indication  of  a  combine,  a 
trust,  in  control  of  the  Louisville  market,  and  if 
so  it  is  in  violation  of  the  state  and  federal 
laws.” 

There  is  every  likelihood  that  work  on  the 
railroad  from  Artemus  to  Jellico  will  be  pushed 
within  a  comparatively  near  future.  The  Cum¬ 
berland  Railroad  Co.,  which  is  controlled  by 
eastern  capitalists,  extends  from  Artemus  some 
twelve  miles  southward,  and  a  survey  has  al¬ 
ready  been  made  of  a  right-of-way  which  this 
company  has  secured  to  extend  its  line  to  Jellico 
and  there  connect  with  the  Southern  railway. 
'I'his  proposed  extension  will  open  up  one  of  the 
richest  coal  fields  in  Kentucky,  the  principal  work- 


The  Detroit 

Di'TROit,  Mich.,  October  17. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — The  bituminous  market  is  strong, 
the  demand  is  good  and  prices  show  an  upward 
tendency  that  brings  joy  to  the  coal  man.  Hock¬ 
ing  lump  at  the  mine  went  up  to  $2  last  Mon¬ 
day  and  there  is  plenty  of  demand  for  it  at  that 
price.  Three-quarters  brings  $1.90,  rim-of-mine, 
$1.65;  nut,  $1.50;  pea,  $1.35;  coarse  slack,  eighty- 
five  cents,  and  advance  to  almost  double  what  it 
was  a  week  or  ten  days  ago. 

The  New  Pittsburg  is  delivering  its  coal,  thanks 
to  its  own  cars,  fairly  well,  though  the  car  situa¬ 
tion  is  getting  worse  daily.  Even  that  company 
finds  difficulty  getting  its  cars  back  to  the  mines 
for  reloading. 

There  is  very  little  three-quarter  and  run-of- 
mine  in  sight  in  this  city  and  very  little  of  any 
size  on  the  tracks  today,  except  possibly  nut,  pea, 
and  slack.  Jobbers  find  it  very  difficult  nowadays 
to  get  hold  of  any  coal.  Large  companies  are 
being  pushed  to  the  limit  with  demands  and, 
while  they  are  filling  their  customers’  orders  the 
best  they  can  they  are  not  looking  for,  and,  in 
fact,  are  turning  down  new  orders. 

Palmyra  has  advanced  ten  cents  and  is  now 
selling  at  $3.25  in  Detroit.  The  demand  for  this 


Nashvillv,  Tenn.,  October  17. — {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  retail  coal  people  report  an 
excellent  business  this  month.  Many  orders  were 
carried  over  from  last  month  and  the  delivery 
wagons  will  be  kept  very  busy  for  at  least  thirty 
days  more.  The  local  firms  in  several  instances 
have  enlarged  their  yards  about  the  city.  The 
wholesale  trade  is  active  and  in  both  branches  of 
the  coal  business,  a  scarcity  of  coal  cars  is  very 
pronounced. 

E.  R.  Freeman  of  this  city  for  himself  and  as¬ 
sociates  has  purchased  from  Capt.  John  A.  Geary 
and  others,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  twenty-five  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  coal  and  timber  lands  located  on 
both  sides  of  the  main  line  of  the  Cincinnati 
Southern  railroad  in  Pulaski  county,  Ky.  The 
land  is  part  of  the  famous  Flat  Rock  Coal  Co.’s 
property  and  is  about  175  miles  south  of  Cincin¬ 
nati.  It  is  underlaid  with  three  workable  seams 
of  coal.  The  property  will  not  be  developed  at 
present.  The  consideration  is  not  made  public. 

R.  A.  Shiflett,  chief  mine  inspector  in  Tennes¬ 
see,  thinks  that  the  coal  output  in  Tennessee 
this  year  will  exceed  that  of  last  year  by  a  good 
per  cent.  Mr.  Shiflett  is  drawing  his  deductions 
from  the  production  of  the  first  nine  months  of 
the  year.  He  states  that  the  labor  situation  is 
satisfactory  throughout  the  state,  there  being  no 
miners  out  now  on  account  of  strikes.  The  mat¬ 
ter  of  getting  cars  he  states  is  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  now  confronting  the  mine  operators. 

Mr.  Shiflett  said;  “So  far  as  I  know  the  coke 
ovens  in  Tennessee  are  all  in  full  blast,  and  the 
price  of  this  commodity  is  exceptionably  good. 
Of  course  there  are  places  where  the  ovens  are 


able  seam  being  nearly  equal  to  the  best  Jellico 
in  quality  and  from  one  to  two  feet  thicker. 
Following  the  purchase,  announced  in  last  week’s 
issue,  of  a  large  tract  of  Straight  creek  coal  lands 
by  the  North  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  it  is  stated  on  good 
authority  that  the  L.  &  N.  will  shortly  extend  the 
Straight  Creek  railroad  about  seven  miles. 

Loud  complaints  have  been  heard  in  the  last 
few  days  about  irregularities  in  delivery  by  the 
Illinois  Central,  which  has  bandied  the  western 
Kentucky  coal  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  in 
recent  years.  One  large  dealer,  who  has  five 
retail  yards,  did  not  receive  a  single  car  of  coal 
in  four  days. 

Mr.  F.  F.  Snead,  of  Snead  &  Meguire,  left 
Wednesday  evening  to  inspect  several  mines  on 
the  Cumberland  valley  division  of  the  L.  &  N. 
and  to  hurry  up  shipments  of  coal. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Winters,  traveling  salesman  for  S.  J. 
Patterson,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  spent  several  days  in 
the  Jellico  district  last  week  looking  after  ship¬ 
ments. 


Coal  Trade. 

grade  is  excellent.  The  market  is  getting  pretty 
well  cleared  of  spot  stuff.  In  fact,  all  indica¬ 
tions  in  this  locality  point  to  a  serious  shortage 
within  a  short  time.  It  is  generally  predicted 
that  as  soon  as  winter  starts  in  earnest,  it  will 
be  simply  impossible  to  get  enough  coal  into  De¬ 
troit  to  supply  the  demand. 

It  is  reported  from  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  that 
the  coal  men  of  that  city  had  a  scare  last  week. 
A  man  who  said  his  name  was  Reynolds  and 
posed  as  a  “magazine  agent,”  dropped  into  town 
and  made  a  few  remarks  about  coal  rates  from 
Pittsburg,  so  the  story  goes.  The  coal  dealers 
immediately  disbanded  their  organization.  This 
association  was  founded  three  years  ago  and  it  is 
said  that  there  was  a  scheme  to  prevent  new 
dealers  from  breaking  into  the  coal  business  and 
that  the  combine  violated  the  anti-trust  law  and 
boosted  the  rate  from  Pittsburg.  It  is  believed 
that  “Reynolds”  was  a  United  States  government 
detective, 

H.  E.  Annett,  chief  clerk  of  Agent  C.  J.  An¬ 
drews,  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  of  Detroit,  is 
spending  his  vacation  among  the  mines  of  Ohio 
and  West  Virginia. 


undergoing  repairs,  but  generally  speaking  prob¬ 
ably  a  larger  per  cent  of  them  are  in  blast  than 
has  been  known  in  many  years.  I  think  the  year 
will  show  that  this  industry,  like  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  has  had  an  unusually  profitable  business.” 

Probably  the  most  gratifying  feature  of  the 
mining  business  this  year  is  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  no  explosions.  In  fact  not  since  the 
mine  inspection  law  of  1903  was  enacted  in 
Tennessee  has  there  been  any  mine  explosions 
in  this  state.  This  law  was  drafted  by  Inspector 
Shiflett  and  has  proven  all  that  its  supporters 
claimed  for  it.  Under  the  present  law  the  in¬ 
spector  has  almost  plenary  powers  in  inspecting 
mines  and  compelling  the  enforcement  of  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  deemed  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  prevention  of  explosions. 

Harry  Anderson,  of  John  D.  Anderson  &  Co., 
wholesale  coal  merchants  here,  is  spending  a  few 
weeks  in  Colorado. 

The  Cotton-Evans  Coal  Co.  has  just  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Dardanelle,  Ark.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $300,000.  The  incorporators  are ; 
Thomas  L.  Evans,  W.  D.  Cotton  and  W.  E. 
Cotton. 

The  Southeastern  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation  will  meet  in  Atlanta  early  next  week  for 
three  days.  The  sessions  will  be  held  at  the 
New  Kimball  House.  .About  two  hundred  mem¬ 
bers  are  expected  to  be  in  attendance.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  association  are :  President,  Robert 
W.  Graves,  of  Rome,  Ca. ;  vice-presidents :  for 
South  Carolina,  A.  O.  Gower,  of  Greenville ; 
for  North  Carolina,  F.  W.  Weaver,  of  Asheville ; 
for  Alabama,  W.  F.  Vandiver,  of  Montgomery. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  October  15. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  wholesale  coal  trade  is  very 
tight  owing  to  a  shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines. 
The  shortage  exists  on  the  Frisco,  Southern, 
Illinois  Central,  and  to  some  degree  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  lines.  The  Illinois  Central 
mines  report  being  able  to  work  on  an  average  of 
two  days  a  week.  All  coal  bearing  roads  enter¬ 
ing  Memphis  are  restricting  equipment  to  their 
own  lines  and  switching  district  on  connecting 
lines.  Prices  owing  to  car  conditions  and  the 
general  demand  for  coal  are  tending  higher. 
Prices  on  steam  coal  have  advanced  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  per  ton  and  domestic  twenty-five  to  thirty- 
five  cents  on  the  ton.  The  situation  is  serious 
and  unless  railroad  conditions  improve  and  mines 
are  supplied  with  cars,  the  south  will  pay  higher 
prices  for  coal  than  any  time  within  the  past  ten 
years,  for  the  demand  is  far  in  e.xcess  of  the 
supply. 

Retail  dealers  have  now  booked  more  orders 
than  they  can  supply  in  the  next  three  months; 
and  on  account  of  the  weather  few  deliveries 
have  been  made  the  past  two  weeks.  Buyers 
during  the  rainy  spell  did  not  care  to  have  their 
yards  cut  up  and  a  great  deal  of  hauling  is  to 
be  done  when  the  weather  clears.  There  has 
been  some  sharp  competition  and  cuts  in  retail 
prices  but  it  is  expected  that  winter  prices  will 
soon  be  put  into  effect. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Broad  Coal  Co.  reports  trade  very  active 
in  retail  lines  and  has  booked  enough  business 
to  keep  its  drivers  busy  for  some  weeks  to  come. 

The  Galloway  Coal  Co.  this  year  changed  its 
policy  on  sales  and  is  now  handling  its  own  prod¬ 
uct  exclusively  in  the  various  retail  yards  it  has 
in  the  city. 

The  Berlin  Coal  Co.  will  operate  several  yards 
this  season  and  in  common  with  other  retailers 
is  practicing  the  convenience  of  having  widely 
scattered  branches  in  the  city  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  patrons  living  in  different  resi¬ 
dence  districts. 

C.  L.  McManus,  lately  general  superintendent 
of  the  Southern  railway,  has  closed  a  deal  with 
the  Manering  Coal  Exchange  at  Middlesbor- 
ough,  Ky.,  for  a  $100,000  interest  in  the  same. 
He  will  have  his  headquarters  in  the  latter  town 
and  will  be  general  manager  of  the  coal  com¬ 
panies. 

A  large  deal  has  been  made  in  the  southeastern 
Kentucky  coal  field.  C.  S.  Neilo,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  North  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  from  A.  J.  Asher,  of  Pineville,  Ky.,  five 
thousand  acres  of  coal  and  timber  lands  between 
the  forks  of  Straight  creek.  The  consideration 
was  $150,000.  It  is  reported  that  the  land  was 
purchased  for  the  Speed  Coal  Co.,  of  Louis¬ 
ville. 


The  Indiana  Coal  Trade. 

Indi.\n.\polis.  Ind.,  Oct.  IS. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  Indiana  Railway  Commission 
took  another  step  today  toward  bettering  the  sit¬ 
uation  in  the  coal  fields  by  sendine  to  John  R. 
Walsh,  owner  of  the  Southern  Indiana,  a  tart 
letter,  informing  him  that  he  must  do  everything 
in  his  power  to  relieve  the  car  shortage  and  to 
move  the  coal  mined  along  his  lines. 

The  commission  has  been  working  hard  for 
the  last  montli  to  adjust  matters  between  the 
various  roads  entering  the  Indiana  fields  so  that 
the  trade  and  the  public  would  not  suffer.  Con¬ 
ditions  have  improved  somewhat,  but  they  are 
nothing  to  brag  about  yet. 

Word  has  reached  the  commission  from  time  to 
time  that  the  Southern  Indiana  was  not  doing 
its  part  toward  bettering  conditions.  -About 
three  weeks  ago  Mr.  Walsh  agreed  to  send  some 
of  his  coal  to  the  market  by  the  way  of  \yestport, 
where  there  is  a  junction  with  the  Michigan  di¬ 
vision  of  the  Big  Four,  which  runs  into  the  gas 
belt.  This  would  have  relieved  the  strain  at 
Terre  Haute,  where  the  yards  have  been 
blockaded. 

According  to  information  received  by  the  com¬ 
mission,  Mr.  Walsh  has  not  been  sending  coal 
by  the  way  of  Westport.  There  have  been  many 
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complaints  from  operators  along  his  route,  so 
the  commission  has  given  him  a  final  warning, 
declaring  that  he  must  do  better  or  it  will  take 
matters  in  its  own  hands  and  make  an  arrange¬ 
ment  that  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  the  op¬ 
erators,  the  dealers  and  the  public. 

Operators  say  that  the  Vandalia  has  moved  all 
the  coal  delivered  to  it  at  Terre  Haute  during 
the  last  week  and  that  the  Big  Four  is  doing  a 
lot  better  than  it  did  some  time  ago.  However, 
there  is  a  car  shortage,  due  very  largely  to  the 
general  prosperity  in  all  lines  of  business.  The 
roads  in  this  state  can  not  handle  all  the  busi¬ 
ness  given  them  and  the  coal  trade  will  have  to 
take  whatever  it  can  get. 

The  car  shortage  is  keeping  up  the  prices  to 
a  top  notch  for  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
domestic  consumers  are  now  laying  in  their 
winter  supply.  The  cold  snap  last  winter  has 
proved  sufficient  warning  for  them  not  to  wait 
until  winter  comes  to  get  fuel. 

The  result  of  the  good  business  among  the  re¬ 
tailers  is  an  extra  demand  for  coal  at  the  mines. 
The  operators  are  doing  everything  in  their 
power  to  take  care  of  all  the  business  offered. 


but  under  the  circumstances  it  is  impossible  to 
supply  the  demand.  As  usual,  the  shortage  of 
cars  isn’t  such  a  good  thing  for  the  operators, 
as  thev  can  only  get  about  cars  enough  to  take 
care  of  their  contracts. 

Some  best  No.  4  domestic  coal  has  sold  for 
$2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines  during  the  last  week. 
Inch-and-a-quarter  and  inch-and-a-half  lump  has 
brought  as  high  as  $1.90.  F.gg  luit  has  sold  for 
about  the  same  figures,  while  mine-run  has  aver¬ 
aged  about  $1.2.'5,  selling  sometimes  as  bigh  as 
$1.35.  The  demand  for  screenings  has  not  been 
so  heavy  as  it  was  a  while  back  and  the  price  has 
ranged  from  75c  to  80c  a  ton. 

There  has  been  no  advance  m  the  prices  to 
domestic  consumers  during  the  last  few  days, 
but  there  will  probably  be  an  all-round  increase 
of  at  least  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  the  first  of 
November. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  of  Ohio,  has  just 
opened  a  branch  office  in  the  Traction  Ter¬ 
minal  building  here  and  is  preparing  to  make 
an  aggressive  fight  for  Indiana  business.  It  has 
considerable  trade  in  the  gas  belt.  Dealers  in 
Indiana  coal  say  that  the  Sunday  Creek  people 


have  located  an  office  here,  expecting  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  difficulties  they  experience  in  get¬ 
ting  the  Indiana  coal  to  market.  As  long  as  the 
Indiana  operators  are  handicapped  by  poor  trans¬ 
portation  facilities,  the  companies  from  the  other 
states  have  a  good  show  here,  although  their 
freight  rates  are  higher.  If  the  railroad  com¬ 
mission  succeeds  in  forcing  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  to  furnish  enough  cars  and  move  them 
promptly,  the  Indiana  dealers  say  they  will  not 
have  any  serious  trouble  with  outside  competi¬ 
tion,  but  under  the  present  conditions  they  ad¬ 
mit  that  the  outsiders  have  a  fair  field  here. 

The  movement  inaugurated  here  a  few  days 
ago  to  form  a  company  to  pipe  natural  gas  from 
the  Casey  and  Robinson  (Ill.)  field  has  caused 
considerable  alarm  among  the  local  dealers,  who 
feel  that  their  business  would  be  badly  crippled 
if  natural  gas  should  be  piped  to  the  city  again. 
A  committee  has  been  appointed  by  commercial 
organizations  to  visit  the  Illinois  fields  to  see 
whether  or  not  there  is  a  sufficient  supply  there 
to  warrant  the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  pipe  it  here  for  use  by  domestic  con¬ 
sumers. 


Western  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


The  name  of  the  Pullman  Wood  &  Fuel  Co., 
Chicago,  III,  has  been  changed  to  the  Pullman 
Fuel  Co. 

The  Smoky  Hollow  Coal  Co.,  Albia,  Iowa,  is 
establishing  an  extensive  library  for  the  use  of 
its  employes. 

George  W.  McGill,  manager  of  the  Marshall¬ 
town,  Iowa,  office  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
was  a  Chicago  visitor  this  week. 

The  Diamond  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
III,  has  increased  the  amount  of  its  capital 
stock  from  $10,000  to  $50,000. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Furguson,  general  manager  of  the 
Clinton  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
is  making  a  pleasure  trip  through  the  south. 

The  Kewanee  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Kewanee, 
Ill,  has  filed  an  amendment  to  its  charter  in¬ 
creasing  the  amount  of  capital  stock  from  $25,000 
to  $50,000. 

A  fine  vein  of  coal  six  and  one-half  feet  in 
thickness  has  been  discovered  at  White  Plains, 
Ky.,  and  a  stock  company  is  being  formed  to 
develop  it. 

W.  P.  Cox,  after  a  six  months’  stay  in  New 
York,  has  returned  to  his  old  haunts  and  will 
be  found  calling  on  the  Chicago  trade  for  some 
time  to  come. 

Mr.  Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  Hostler  Coal 
Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  is  spending  a 
week  or  ten  days  at  the  Winifrede  coal  mines 
in  West  Virginia. 

William  Clauss,  president  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  attending  the  Western  Gas  As¬ 
sociation  convention. 

Horace  Clark,  president  Clark  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Peoria,  III,  came  up  to  attend  the  world’s 
championship  ball  games  and  he  says  he  was 
well  repaid  for  the  trip. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  president  F.  M.  Boynton,  Inc., 
Pittsburg  and  Buffalo,  is  making  a  business  trip 
through  the  northwest.  He  spent  a  few  days  in 
Chicago  this  week  on  his  way  home. 

Mr.  Thomas  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  775  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing  Chicago,  left  the  city  Monday  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  for  a  few  days  through  Ohio. 

Charles  W.  Jackson  was  calling  on  his  Dear¬ 
born  street  friends  this  week.  He  is  now  located 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  he  holds  the  position 
of  general  sales  manager  for  the  Crescent  Coal 
Co. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Lowe,  vice-president  of  the  Wey- 
anoke  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  is  making  a  business  trip  of  about 
a  week  through  the  mining  district  of  West 
Virginia. 

P.  C.  Richards,  of  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has  returned  from 


a  two  weeks’  trip  in  the  far  west.  Most  of 
this  time  was  spent  in  the  copper  mining  district 
of  Montana. 

It  has  been  announced  that  the  McKinley  syn¬ 
dicate  has  secured  ninety  acres  of  coal  land 
just  west  of  Danville,  III,  and  the  property  will 
be  developed  at  once.  The  vein  is  said  to  be 
shallow  and  will  be  easily  worked. 

George  Warren,  a  capitalist  of  Franklin,  Ohio, 
has  closed  a  deal  for  four  thousand  acres  of  rich 
coal  and  timber  land  in  Western  Knott  county. 
A  company  is  to  be  organized  in  the  near  future 
for  the  development  of  the  property. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  the  new  coal 
road  which  will  extend  from  Pineville,  Ky.,  to 
the  coal  fields  near  Chenoa.  The  land  which  will 
be  opened  up  is  owned  by  the  Louisville  Property 
Co.,  and  embraces  about  ten  thousand  acres. 

The  Bedford  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Chicago,  III, 
has  commenced  sinking  a  shaft  at  Bicknell,  Ind., 
which  when  completed  will  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  in  Knox  county.  All  of  the  mining 
machinery  used  will  be  of  the  latest  and  most 
modern  type. 

As  a  result  of  an  explosion  in  the  mine  of 
the  Springfield  Collieries  Co.,  Springfield,  III, 
a  few  days  ago,  two  shot  firers  received  in¬ 
juries  which  resulted  in  their  death.  The  explo¬ 
sion  is  supposed  to  have  originated  from  a 
“windy”  shot. 

Extensive  coal  mines  are  to  be  exploited  at 
the  south  end  of  Black  Rock  desert,  of  Nevada, 
by  the  Western  Pacific  railroad,  and  the  fuel  thus 
obtained  is  to  be  used  in  supplying  the  road.  The 
coal  in  that  section  is  said  to  be  rich  and  adapted 
to  the  use  of  the  road. 

Operators  and  others  well  versed  in  the  coal 
production  of  Alabama  say  that  this  year  the 
output  of  coal  mines  of  that  state  should  reach 
at  least  thirteen  million  tons.  This  will  show  an 
increase  of  more  than  a  million  tons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  production  of  1905. 

The  Sunderland  Brothers  Coal  Co.,  Omaha, 
Neb.,  has  made  arrangements  for  the  erection 
of  an  immense  power  plant,  the  cost  of  which 
will  be  about  $100,000.  The  structure  will  be 
erected  on  the  present  site  of  the  Mercer  pond, 
which  will  be  filled  in  at  once. 

The  Dering  Coal  Co.  is  building  a  new  town 
two  miles  northeast  of  West  Frankfort,  III, 
which  will  be  called  Dering  City.  A  nuinbcr 
of  buildings,  including  residences,  office  buildings, 
stores  and  a  hotel  are  being  erected  and  it  is 
hoped  to  have  the  new  village  completed  by  the 
first  of  the  year. 

It  is  stated  that  President  Roosevelt  has  di¬ 
rected  the  department  of  justice  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
with  a  view  to  securing  the  restoration  to  public 
domain  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres  of 


coal  lands  alleged  to  have  been  fraudulently 
acquired  by  the  road. 

The  north  shaft  of  the  Home  Riverside  Coal 
Co.,  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  has  been  opened  after 
a  shut  down  since  the  first  of  April,  at  which 
time  the  miners  went  on  a  strike.  After  the 
strike  was  declared  off  in  June,  the  shaft  was  not 
reopened  as  the  men  had  secured  employment  in 
other  lines  of  work. 

Some  railroad  men  are  trying  to  figure  out 
which  is  the  most  profitable,  the  railroad  or  the 
coal  business.  Some  coal  men  are  trying  to 
figure  out  the  same  thing.  The  interstate  com¬ 
merce  law  makes  it  imperative  that  a  choice  be 
made.  We  look  for  some  changes  in  railroad 
and  coal  circles  before  long. 

Box  parties  at  the  ball  games  were  all  the 
rage  last  week.  W.  H.  Howe,  secretary  Bedford 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago, 
entertained  several  out-of-town  delegations.  C. 
H.  Ryan,  P.  V.  Dougherty,  Con  Connelly  and 
John  Heenan,  of  Terre  Haute,  composed  one  of 
the  parties  entertained  by  Mr.  Howe. 

Henry  Burkhold,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  by  purchas¬ 
ing  the  holdings  of  Mrs.  John  Cunninghame  in 
the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  has  secured  control  of  the 
latter  concern,  thus  ending  the  long  struggle  for 
control  between  the  Burkhold  and  Kilgore  inter¬ 
ests.  Mr.  Burkhold  has  now  acquired  three- 
fourths  of  the  $350,000  capital  stock. 

Democrats,  republicans,  socialists  atid  prohi¬ 
bitionists  in  the  coal  trade  are  working  hard  for 
the  election  of  Jacob  A.  Mueller,  who  is  a  can¬ 
didate  for  county  commissioner.  Mr.  Mueller  has 
been  connected  with  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  for  the  past 
ten  years  and  has  a  host  of  friends  in  the  coal 
trade. 

Eight  parties  of  geologists,  working  under 
the  geological  survey,  are  closing  a  careful  in¬ 
vestigation  of  coal  lands  in  the  public  domain. 
The  reports,  when  completed,  will  give  the  best 
view  ever  secured  of  the  extent,  character,  value 
and  accurate  location  of  the  coal  fields  affected 
by  President  Roosevelt’s  late  order  withdrawing 
coal  lands  from  entry. 

According  to  a  statement  made  by  Mr.  Ross, 
president  of  the  Rock  Creek  Coal  &  Lumber  Co., 
Somerset,  Ky.,  the  Black  Diamond  &  South¬ 
western  railroad  is  to  be  built  from  .\shland, 
Ky.,  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  connect  at  the 
latter  city  with  the  Illinois  Central.  Surveys 
have  already  been  made  from  Nashville  to  Som¬ 
erset  and  rights  of  way  secured. 

Dr.  Henry  M.  Payne,  civil  and  consulting 
engineer,  Williamson,  W.  V'a.,  has  been  elected 
general  superintendent  and  chief  engineer  of  the 
Mingo  Block  Coal  Co.,  and  will  close  his  pres¬ 
ent  business  to  assume  control  of  the  company’s 
five  operations  on  December  first,  on  which  date 
his  present  offices  in  the  White  building,  at  Will¬ 
iamson,  W.  Va.,  will  be  retained  by  the  coal 
company  as  its  headquarters. 
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The  53c 
Strike. 


In  every  successful  business  there  is  usually  one  person 
herd  of  business  men.  How  he  became  manager,  why 
who  stands  head  and  shoulders  above  the  common 
his  judgment  is  considered  infallible  on  almost  every 
question,  why  men  rely  upon  his  sagacity  and  rational 
intuition  are  all  questions  in  which  we  are  not  interested.  But  the  char¬ 
acteristic  which  differentiates  him  from  his  fellows,  the  innate  or  acquired 
power  which  enables  him  to  take  the  lead  and  accomplish  the  goal,  that  is 
of  deepest  concern. 

Observation  seems  to  prove  the  hypothesis  that  the  man  who  does  the 
thing  without  asking  “how,”  who  is  original  and  persevering,  who  keeps 
everlastingly  at  it,  is  the  one  who  wins.  This,  no  doubt,  is  the  measure  of 
ability.  This  attribute  is  sure  to  manifest  itself  in  the  interim  of  an  inter¬ 
view.  The  coal  trade  as  well  as  every  industry,  is  looking  for  just  such 
men,  those  who  can  cope  with  emergencies,  wisely  manage  the  unforeseen 
and  act  with  discretion  in  times  of  strained  circumstances.  It  is  not  always 
book  learning  or  scientific  knowledge,  but  earnest  concentration  of  all  powers 
of  mind  till  the  most  rational  and  expedient  course  is  available.  Every 
large  enterprise  has  men  connected  with  it  who  are  characterized  with 
imbecility,  slumpisb  attention,  dowdy  indifference  and  Iialf-hearted  “stick- 
to-it-tive-ness.”  Wbat  is  the  result?  When  they  are  found  out  they  join 
the  club  of  the  “has  beens.” 

Take  an  example:  the  president  calls  in  a  clerk  and  asks  him  to  look 
up  the  comparative  tonnage  for  1905  and  1906  on  the  leading  classes  of 
coal  coming  to  the  Chicago  market.  Does  he  go  out  and  do  the  thing 
at  once?  No!  He  comes  back  and  asks  where  to  get  the  statistics,  which 
coals  are  mea.nt,  if  Jack  can’t  do  it,  or  some  other  fool-question  rather  than 
“getting  the  thing  done.”  It  is  this  lack  of  independent  initiative,  this 
required  supervision,  that  makes  the  average  man’s  services  almost  value¬ 
less.  He  must  cultivate  the  power  of  originality  and  concentration.  America 
is  the  greatest  nation  in  the  world  for  shaking  up  society  and  bringing  the 
best  to  the  top.  Some  of  the  greatest  industries  have  been  made  by  the 
efficient  training  of  those  who  possessed  the  initiative.  The  process  of 
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weeding  out  is  going  on  all  the  time  and  varies  directly  as  the  scarcity  of 
help— the  less  men  are  needed  the  finer  the  sifting  process.  This  is  simply 
the  “survival  of  the  fittest.”  The  coal  trade  employs  about  550,000  men. 
riiere  are  few  industries  in  which  labor  troubles  are  more  predominant 
than  in  the  coal  business.  Every  week  we  hear  of  some  kind  of  a  strike. 
The  other  day  a  number  of  miners  walked  out  because  the  company  would 
not  pay  a  fifty-three-cent  debt  of  one  of  the  brothers.  This  infirmity  of  will, 
this  moral  stupidity,  this  abject  failure  to  “take  hold  and  lift,”  sows  the 
seeds  of  discontent.  No  doubt  these  strikers  today  walk  the  streets  look¬ 
ing  for  employment.  All  who  know  them  fear  that  they  would  become  pangs 
of  poison,  causing  discontent  and  trouble  if  given  work  among  their  men. 
Such  people  are  impervious  to  the  law  of  mutual  benefit  and  the  only  thing 
which  makes  a  permanent  impression  is  the  toe  of  a  number  ten  boot.  Some 
will  say  that  the  laborer  deserves  sympathy.  Of  course  he  does  for  honest 
effort ;  but  do  not  forget  the  old  man  behind  the  desk,  his  hair  rapidly  turning 
gray,  the  heartless  ingratitude  which  he  receives  for  successfully  operating 
an  enterprise  giving  employment  to  thousands  who  otherwise  would  be  home¬ 
less  and  hungry.  His  time  is  not  limited  by  the  whistle  and  his  problems  are 
not  solved  by  sympathy.  He  appreciates  the  man  who  works  just  the  same 
when  the  “boss”  is  away;  who  has  a  higher  sense  of  justice  than  to  strike 
through  “sympathy”;  who  can  not  suffer  graft  in  silence;  who  stands  for  the 
“square  deal”;  who  will  lend  his  neighbor  a  helping  hand;  who  is  patient  and 
courteous ;  holds  that  success  is  no  proof  of  character ;  and  that  wealth  is 
no  evidence  of  worth.  Progress  is  one  long  search  for  such  a  man.  Every 
city  and  town  wants  him.  He  is  required  in  every  office  and  factory  and 
shop  in  the  land.  The  world  cries  out  for  such  a  man  as  this — the  man 
who  can  “get  the  thing  done.” 


Mordecai  Cochran  was  a  farmer.  In  1843  he  built 
Coke  and  Iron.  two  boats  on  the  banks  of  the  Youghiogheny  river 
His  farm  contained  three  hundred  acres  of  land 
much  of  which  covered  the  now  highly  valuable  seam  of  Connellsville 
coking  coal.  Knowing  the  value  of  the  coal  and  possessing  an  instinct 
conducive  to  making  the  most  of  hidden  opportunities,  the  Cochrans, 
Mordecai,  Sample  and  James,  mined  the  coal,  manufactured  it  into  coke, 
loaded  it  on  a  boat,  and  “one  bright  morning”  started  down  the  river  to 
Cincinnati  in  search  of  a  market.  Miles  Greenwood,  at  the  time  was  the 
chief  iron  manufacturer.  He  claimed  he  did  not  need  any  coke,  and 
doubted  its  value  as  a  fuel  in  iron  smelting.  After  much  persuasion, 
however,  he  was  induced  to  send  his  carts  down  to  the  boat  in  order  to 
get  enough  coke  with  which  to  make  the  test.  To  his  surprise,  Mr. 
Greenwood  found  that  a  wonderful  amount  of  heat  could  be  produced 
by  the  “strange  fuel,”  and  he  told  Mr.  Cochran  to  go  home  and  make 
as  much  coke  as  possible;  that  he  would  buy  all  that  he  could  ship  him. 

This  was  the  introduction  of  coke  into  the  iron  industry,  and  one  of 
the  forces  which  made  Pittsburg  the  center  of  the  steel  world.  No  one 
who  has  never  been  through  the  coke  region  can  imagine  the  extent 
of  this  industry  which  has  been  one  of  the  factors  in  making  America 
the  leading  nation  of  the  world  in  the  production  of  iron  and  steel. 
Today  the  coke  region  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  words  of  Mark  Twain 
“looks  like  hell  with  the  lid  off.”  There  are  over  eighty-nine  plants 
producing  over  fourteen  million  tons  of  coke  per  year.  These  plants 
operate  23,358  ovens,  which  are  all  of  the  bee-hive  type,  with  the  e.xcep- 
tion  of  fifty  belonging  to  the  Solvay  process. 

These  two  industries,  coke  and  iron,  have  reacted  on  each  other. 
When  it  was  found  that  iron  could  be  produced  more  cheaply  and  used 
for  a  multiplicity  of  purposes  the  demand  for  it  constantly  increased. 
Now  the  demand  is  far  beyond  the  capacity  of  the  mills.  The  great 
industrial  activity  of  the  country,  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
manufacturing  concerns  and  the  unprecedented  activity  in  building  up 
tbc  great  metropolitan  centers  of  trade,  have  made  such  a  demand  for 
iron  and  steel  that  the  mills  are  already  booking  orders  for  1907.  It  is 
obvious  that  all  this  industrial  progress  requires  more  and  more  coal. 
At  the  present  time  the  Connellsville  region  is  producing  about  280,000 
tons  of  coke  per  week,  and  the  price  is  usually  firm  at  $3.00.  It  takes 
about  sixteen  thousand  cars  to  haul  this  enormous  output  to  market, 
which,  of  course,  has  its  effect  on  the  car  shortage,  since  the  number  of 
cars  required  is  constantly  increasing. 

From  all  indications  the  coke  business  will  continue  to  grow.  The 
United  States  Steel  Corporation  is  planning  to  erect  from  twenty-four 
to  thirty  additional  open-hearth  furnaces  in  Pittsburg  and  Cleveland 
districts  and  three  or  four  new  blast  furnaces  in  Pittsburg.  The  demands 
of  these  additions  and  the  constantly  increasing  activity  of  the  country 
will  continue  to  make  the  market  as  firm  as  it  has  been  ever  since 
Mordecai  Cochran  gave  away  two  cartloads  of  his  coal  to  prove  to 
Greenwood  the  superiority  of  coke  in  smelting. 
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The  Evidence  in  the  Case 


The  following  item  appeared  in  The  Black 
Diamond’s  issue  of  October  sixth : 

Here’s  a  good  joke  that  will  be  appreciated  by 
the  newspaper  fraternity  if  not  by  the  coal  rnen. 
Our  yellow  covered  contemporary  Fuel  prints 
an  article  in  its  issue  of  October  second  on  the 
Short  Weight  Evil  by  R.  E.  Harris  and  states 
that  it  was  “Written  for  Fuel.’\  The  entire  ar¬ 
ticle  appeared  word  for  word  in  the  September 
twenty-ninth  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond  four 
days  previous  to  the  date  of  the  publication  in 
Fuel.  The  Chicago  Tribune  must  look  to  its 
colors  if  it  expects  to  remain  at  the  top  of  the 
list  in  the  “scooping”  game.” 

The  extensive  staff  of  our  contemporary  evi¬ 
dently  did  not  see  the  humor  of  the  situation. 
This  ’  little  item  must  have  caught  the  editor, 
general  manager,  advertising  manager  and  sev¬ 
eral  lesser  lights  in  the  solar-plexus.  When  you’re 
fat  and  out  of  training  a  thrust  in  the  solar 
plexus  will-  cause  considerable  anguish. 

Last  week  The  Black  Diamond  sent  out  a 
number  of  postal  cards  to  prospective  advertisers. 
The  following  is  a  reproduction  of  the  postal 
card ; 


OLD  COLONY  BLDG.  : :  CHICAGO 


If  ever  a  trade  journal  was  entitled  to  the 
loyal  support  of  the  industry  which  it  repre¬ 
sents,  it  is  the  Black  Diamond.  It  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  exploiting  one  particular  branch  of 
the  business,  hut  is  published  in  the  interest 
of  the  retail  dealer  as  well  as  the  operator  and 
wholesaler.  One  of  its  best  features  is  that 
it  gives  the  actual  trade  eonditions  at  the 
principal  trade  centers,  and  its  quotations 
can  he  depended  upon. 

It  has  the  courage  of  its  convictions  and  is 
always  on  the  right  side  of  any  question  af¬ 
fecting  the  coal  industry.  Any  marked  im¬ 
provement  is  out  of  the  question  and  all  you 
should  hope  for  is  to  maintain  your  position 
at  the  head  of  the  list. 

FRANK  McGREW,  Kankakee.  Ill. 


^^e  receive  letters  of  this  character  nearly 
every  day  in  the  year  from  retail  dealers. 

Don't  you  think  it  would  pay  YOU  to 
advertise  in  a  journal  that  stands  so  well  with 
the  i^tail  trade? 

We  would  like  to  quote  you  rates, 

THE  BLACK  DIAMOND. 


Ananias  would  rise  from  his  grave  and  sur¬ 
render  his  position  at  the  head  of  the  list  of 
famous  prevaricators  if  he  happened  to  read  the 
above  item.  The  letter  in  question,  which  we  pro¬ 
duce  herewith,  was  received  this  year  and  not 
four  years  ago.  Note  the  date  on  the  letter. 
That  portion  of  the  above  paragraph  which 
states  that  the  letter  was  received  be- 


state’s  annual  production.  The  Santa  Fe  con¬ 
sumes  in  its  locomotives,  within  the  state  of 
Kansas,  daily  1,793  tons,  monthly  55,583  tons, 
and  yearly  666,996  tons.  Of  this  total  200,136 
tons  are  bought  in  Colorado.  The  Santa  Fe 
is  the  largest  consumer  of  coal  mined  in  the 
state.  To  establish  a  supply  of  coal  for  its  loco¬ 
motives  it  has  opened  or  caused  to  be  opened 
more  coal  mines  in  the  state  than  any  other 
institution  or  individual.  The  marvelous  growth 
of  the  city  of  Pittsburg  and  the  congestion  of 
population  in  the  mining  camps  round  about 


SAXjES  STTI3J3SOT  TO  nilOES  r».TJIL.I2>JO  OINT  Or  SHir*IVIElXrT. 

BITUMINOUS. 

BARCLAY 

DUQUOIN. 

CARTERVILLE, 

brazil  block, 

POCOHONTAS. 

(Smokeless) 

DAVIS  SMITHING. 

l/n./l90G. 

The  Black  Diamond, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Gentlenen- 

If  ever  a  trade  Journal  was  entitled  to  the  loyal 
support  of  t’ne  Industry  which  It  represents.  It  Is 
The  Black  Diamond.  It  Is  not  confined  to  exploiting  one 
particular  branch  of  the  business  but  Is  published  In  the 
Interest  of  the  retail  dealer  as  well  as  the  operator  and 
wholesale  dealer.  One  of  its  best  features  Is  that  It 
gives  the  actual  trade  conditions  at  the  principal  trade 
centers  and  Its  quotations  can  be  depended  upon. 

It  has  the  courage  of  Its  convictions  and  is 
always  on  the  right  side  of  any  question  affecting  the  coal 
Industry.  Any  marked  Improvement  Is  out  of  the  question. 

All  you  should  hope  for  Is  to  maintain  your  position  at 
the  head  of  the^  list. 

Yours  truly. 


Telephones : 

Main  Office, Black  I77W 
Yards,  Rod  215  R 

Residence,  Union  207  Y 


When  you  want  coal  of 
any  kind  quick,  wiro  or 
phone  order  at  my  ex¬ 
pense. 


McG. 


Frank  M?  Grew 


OOURT  .3X. 


K^nkakee.llb. 


The  last  issue  of  Fuel,  which  is  printed  in  Chi¬ 
cago  and  having  offices  in  the  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing  on  a  floor  somewhat  nearer  the  dwelling 
place  of  his  Satanic  Majesty  than  The  Black 
Diamond,  contained  the  following  paragraph: 

“Here’s  a  good  joke  that  will  be  appreciated 
by  the  newspaper  fraternity  as  well  as  by  the 
coal  men  who  are  laughing  and  saying  funny 
things  about  it.  A  coal  trade  contemporary ,_  which 
shall  be  nameless,  beyond  the  fact  that  it  is  a 
weekly  printed  in  Chicago  and  having  offices  in 
the  Old  Colony  building  on  a  floor  somewhat 
nearer  the  sky  than  Fud,  is  hunting  through  its 
accumulated  mail  for  complimentary  references 
to  the  aforesaid  paper.  A  few  years  makes  no 
difference  in  the  desirability  of  such  a  letter, 
and  what  makes  the  coal  men  smile  is  the  print¬ 
ing  of  a  very  complimentary  letter  received  from 
an  Illinois  coal  dealer  over  four  years  ago — 
before  Fuel  was  started,  when  the — excuse  us — 
when  this  aforesaid  contemporarv  was  the  only 
coal  trade  weekly  this  side  of  New  York.  The 
compliment  is  as  stale  as  some  of  the  contem¬ 
porary’s  coal  news.  Put  the  dates  on  your  nice 
letters.” 


fore  Fuel  was  “started,”  is  probably  true 
for  the  reason  that  nearly  everyone  in  the 
coal  trade  is  of  the  opinion  that  Fuel  is  yet  to 
make  its  “start.”  The  Chicago  coal  trade  and 
some  of  Fuel's  stockholders  are  still  waiting  for 
the  “start”  to  be  made.  In  closing  we  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  Fuel  to  a  few  more  “nice” 
letters  which  will  be  found  on  the  colored  insert 
page  appearing  in  this  issue.  Kindly  notice  that 
the  dates  are  attached  and  that  we  have  several 
files  full  of  letters  of  this  character  which  we 
could  publish  if  space  would  permit. 

^^otes  on  IQansas  Coal. 

From  the  coal  mines  of  Kansas  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  takes  daily  2,300  tons, 
monthly  71,600  tons,  and  yearly  859,000  tons. 
This  is  thirteen  and  one-third  per  cent  of  the 


that  splendid  city  may  be  traced  directly  to 
the  money  invested  by  the  Santa  Fe  in  coal  prop¬ 
erties  there. 

The  coal  produced  from  the  Kansas  mines, 
except  the  comparatively  little  which  is  sold  in 
Kansas  City,  St.  Joseph,  Joplin  and  other  border 
towns,  is  burned  by  Kansas  families  and  Kan¬ 
sas  industries,  and  by  railroads  operating  in 
Kansas  and  Oklahoma.  In  addition  the  western 
part  of  the  state  obtains  large  quantities  of  the 
production  of  Colorado  mines. 

All  mines  of  the  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
at  Lehigh,  I.  T.,  are  being  operated  on  full 
time,  and  Superintendent  Cameron  states  that 
the  company  has  sufficient  orders  booked  to  in¬ 
sure  running  on  full  time  for  several  months. 
He  further  states  that  it  has  been  a  long  time 
since  the  coal  business  had  such  a  bright  outlook 
so  early  in  the  season. 
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Longwall  System  of  Coal  Mining.* 


•  (Continued  from  last  issue.) 

As  already  staled  the  only  longwall  mines  in  ordinarily  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  to  four 

the  Missouri  field  which  have  what  may  be  termed  hundred  feet  of  face.  A  record  run  of  six  hun- 


Fig.  14. — Top  Works  at  Shaft  No.  3 — Farmers’  Coal  Co. 


fairly  large  productions  are  those  using  electric 
mining  machines.  These  machines  are  invariably 
of  the  Goodman  type  with  the  exception  of  the 
old  Sperry  machines  still  in  use  by  the  Western 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.  near  Lexington. 

The  five  machine  mines  which  have  been  se¬ 
lected  for  illustration  and  more  particular  de¬ 
scription  at  this  time  are  those  of  the  Farmers’ 
Coal  Co.  at  Iligginsville ;  of  J.  C.  Mctjrpv  near 
Lexington ;  the  Independence  Coal  Mining  Co., 
at  Napoleon;  the  Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain 
Co.,  at  Wellington;  the  Western  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  near  Lexington. 

Farmers’  Coal  Co. 

'I'he  Fanners’  Coal  Co.  has  a  large  lease,  from 
which  is  secured  an  exceptionally  fine  domestic 
product.  The  vein  is  eighteen  inches  in  thickness 
and  lies  at  a  depth  of  only  forty  feet.  Coal  is 
now  being  taken  out  from  shaft  No.  3,  at  which 
is  located  the  plant  shown  in  Fig.  14.  At  the 
present  time  the  face  is  approximately  semicir¬ 
cular,  and  about  five  thousand  feet  in  length. 

In  1899  a  Goodman  installation  of  generating 
equipment  and  four  longwall  machines  was  put 
in.  Two  machines  were  added  in  1901,  another 
in  1902,  and  three  more  in  1904.  Two  of  the 
original  four  having  been  sold  in  the  meantime, 
the  present  mining  equipment  consists  of  eight 
Goodman  longwall  machines,  all  driven  by  a 
100-kilowatt  generating  unit. 

At  this  time  the  Goodman  machines  undercut 
forty-four  inches  and  produce  an  average  of  fifty 


dred  and  sixty-six  feet  in  eight  hours  was  made 
on  one  occasion,  when  the  cutting  was  clean  and 


the  machine  and  loaders  ahead  had  left  a  perfect 
floor. 


The  mining  season  for  the  Farmers’  Coal  Co. 
is  from  July  to  February.  As  showing  the  char¬ 
acter  of  service  rendered  by  the  Goodman  ma¬ 


chines  it  may  be  stated  that  from  July  fifteen  to 
Christmas  of  last  year  no  machine  caused  a  loss 
of  a  whole  shift  from  any  cause.  The  delays 
occasioned  by  the  six  machines  during  this  per¬ 
iod  of  more  than  five  months  were  slight,  and 
repairs  were  always  completed  before  changing 
shifts.  At  the  surface  is  a  well-equipped  machine 
shop  in  charge  of  a  capable  master  mechanic,  C. 
F.  Wilhelm.  Minor  repairs  are  made  at  the  face, 
and  it  is  seldom  that  a  machine  is  brought  out. 
Cutting  is  done  only  at  night,  except  in  rush 
times,  when  day  shifts  also  are  run. 

All  hauling  is  done  Ijy  mules.  Loaded  “boxes” 
are  pushed  out  from  the  face  onto  the  nearest 
roadways,  whence  mules  haul  them  to  the  shaft 
bottom  in  trips  of  from  five  to  eight.  Each  “box” 
carries  a  load  of  about  one  ton.  The  length  of 
the  haul  varies  from  eleven  hundred  to  thirty-five 
hundred  feet,  with  an  average  of  twenty-three 
hundred  feet.  The  track  gage  is  twenty-six 
inches,  using  sixteen-pound  rails  in  the  road¬ 
ways  and  eight-pound  rails  for  the  face  track. 

G.  B.  Beatty  is  general  manager  of  the  Far¬ 
mers’  Coal  Co. ;  Thomas  Thomas,  Sr.,  is  superin¬ 
tendent,  and  G.  R.  Beatty  is  in  charge  of  the 
Higginsville  office. 

Next  in  order  of  its  electrical  equipment  by  the 
Goodman  Manufacturing  Co.  was  the  mine  of  J. 


C.  McGrew,  just  west  of  Lexington.  Mr.  Mc- 
Grew  has  the  most  complete  electrically  equipped 
mine  in  this  section,  not  only  undermining  his 
coal  with  the  Goodman  longwall  machines,  but 
also  using  Goodman  locomotives  for  hauling  out 
the  product. 

The  mine  is  opened  up  by  a  drift  directly  into 
the  bluff  along  the  south  bank  of  the  Missouri 
river.  A  general  view  of  the  exterior  plant  is 
shown  in  Fig.  17,  taken  from  the  dirt  dump  e.x- 
tending  out  into  the  river.  This  dirt  dump  is 
reached  by  a  separate  opening  which  branches 
off  from  the  main  drift  a  short  distance  inside. 
At  the  extreme  right  in  Fig.  IT  is  the  power 
plant,  with  boiler  house  and  machine  shops  ad¬ 
joining  on  the  left.  Centrally  appears  the  tipple. 

In  the  power  house.  Fig.  20,  are  installed  two 
generating  units,  each  consisting  of  a  100-kilowatt 
Goodman  mining  generator,  driven  by  a  150- 
horsepower  McEwen  engine  built  by  the  Ridgway 
(Pa.)  Dynamo  &  Engine  Co.  These  two  units 
provide  current  at  250  volts  for  lighting  and  for 
driving  the  seven  Goodman  longwall  machines 
in  use  at  this  mine  and  the  four  four  and  a  half¬ 
ton  single-motor  type  Goodman  locomotives 
which  haul  out  the  coal. 

The  locomotives  go  to  head  rock  in  the  road¬ 
ways  and  there  piek  up  trips  of  boxes  pushed 
out  from  the  face  by  the  loaders.  Any  one  of 
these  Goodman  locomotives  can  haul  out  from 
seventy-five  to  a  hundred  boxes,  each  box  carry¬ 
ing  a  load  of  about  twelve  hundred  pounds. 

At  present  the  length  of  face  being  worked  at 
the  McGrew  mine  is  about  five  thousand  feet 


Fig.  16. — Plant  of  the  Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain  Co. 


tons  each  per  shift  of  eight  hours,  traversing 


•From  Electrical  Mining. 


Fig.  15. — Tipple  and  Power  House  of  Independence  Coal  Mining  Co. 
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Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


Following  shortly  after  the  J.  C.  IMcGrew  in¬ 
stallation,  the  Goodman  Manufacturing  Co.  placed 
several  longwall  machines  in  the  Murlin  mine  at 
Fleming,  Mo.,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
directly  across  from  Wellington.  This  property 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  of  Kansas  City.  A  recent  serious  cave-in 
of  the  shaft  has  shut  the  mine  down  completely 
for  the  present,  and  the  Goodman  machines  are 
not  in  operation. 


Independence  Coal  Mining  Co. 


A  few  months  later  a  small  electric  machine 
plant  was  supplied  by  the  Goodman  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Co.  to  the  Independence  Coal  Mining  Co.  for 
use  in  its  mine  near  Napoleon,  twelve  miles  up 
the  Missouri  river  from  Lexington.  This  mine  is 
a  shaft  proposition,  producing  one  hundred  tons 
per  day  by  the  use  of  two  Goodman  electric  long- 
wall  machines. 

In  the  power  house  is  a  75-kilowatt  Goodman 


Fig.  17. — General  View  of  J.  C.  McGrew’s  Modern  Plemt. 


Farmers’  Coal  Co.  at  Higginsville  and  known 
throughout  the  Kansas  City  district  as  “Genuine 
Original  Farmers’  Coal.” 

With  these  two  domestic  fuels,  the  “Farmers” 


Fig.  20. — Two  100-Kw.  Electric  Units  at  J.  C.  McGrew’s  Mine. 


mining  generator,  which  supplies  current  for  the 
;wo  longwall  machines,  with  reserve  capacity 
such  as  to  provide  for  future  addition  of  one  or 
wen  two  machines.  Fig.  21  shows  this  Good¬ 
man  generator,  as  also  the  Goodman  single-panel 
marble  switchboard,  fitted  with  circuit  breaker, 
switches,  measuring  instruments,  etc. 

The  vein  of  coal  runs  about  twenty-two  inches 
thick  at  this  point,  and,  although  necessarily 
reached  by  shaft,  a  continuously  circular  face 
can  not  be  had,  and  the  mining  machines  must 
be  shifted  back  to  the  starting  point  of  the  face 
after  each  complete  traverse.  Fig._  24  shows  one 
of  the  Goodman  machines  in  this  mine  ready 
for  unloading  from  its  truck  after  having  been 
shifted  from  the  end  of  the  face  back  to  the 
starting  point. 

Only  by  use  of  the  Goodman  longwdll  machine 
could  a  property  of  such  modest  proportions  and 
pretentions  as  this  of  the  Independence  Goaf 
Mining  Co.  be  made  to  produce  anything  like  its 
regular  output  of  one  hundred  tons  daily.  Man¬ 
agement  of  the  mine  is  in  the  hands  of  Alvin  R. 
May,  auditor ;  David  Crow,  superintendent ;  L. 
R.  Miller,  electrician. 


and  “Daisy,”  the  Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain 
Co.  is  enabled  to  supply  a  large  trade,  not  only 
with  a  very  high  grade  fuel,  but  also  with  an 
excellent  second  grade  whose  lower  price  places 


from  the  outer  edge  of  which  several  tracks  lead 
to  the  tipping  edge  above  the  railroad  track.  At 
the  edge,  the  rails  forming  these  tracks  are  bent 
to  form  a  hook  into  which  tjie  forward  wheels 
of  the  box  (or  mine  car)  drop  and  stop,  allow¬ 
ing  the  coal  to  slide  off  freely  into  the  car  below. 
The  entire  overhanging  portion  of  the  dump  is 
in  the  form  of  a  counterbalanced  apron  which 
may  be  swung  upward  to  give  proper  clearance 
for  free  passage  of  a  locomotive  or  cars  on  the 
railroad  track.  (In  Fig.  17  the  apron  at  the 
McGrew  tipple  is  shown  turned  up  in  this  way.) 

At  the  edges  of  the  flat-sheets  all  rails  have 
their  webs  and  bases  cut  away  for  a  few  inches, 
leaving  this  length  of  the  head  alone  to  extend 
onto  the  flat-sheet.  On  the  flat-sheet  the  boxes, 
either  loaded  or  empty,  are  readily  shifted  about 
and  directed  to  any  of  the  several  tracks  lead¬ 
ing  to  the  dump  at  the  edge  of  the  apron.  The 
use  of  several  dumping  tracks,  five  in  this  case, 
permits  complete  loading  of  a  car  with  one  set¬ 
ting. 

Leading  into  the  mine  are  two  tracks,  merging 
into  a  single  track  at  a  proper  distance  inside. 
Naturally  these  two  tracks  at  the  opening  and  to 
the  tipple  are  used,  the  one  for  bringing  loads 
out,  the  other  for  assembling  trips  of  empties  to 
go  back. 

The  new  generating  unit  installed  by  the  Good¬ 
man  Manufacturing  Co.  consists  of  a  17xl6-incli 
McEwen  engine  of  one  hundred  horsepower, 
running  at  250  revolutions  per  minute.  Driven 


Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain  Co. 


Four  hundred  tons  is  an  ordinary  day’s  produc¬ 
tion,  but  the  capacity  of  the  mine,  reached  and 
even  exceeded  during  the  busy  season,  may  be 
stated  as  about  five  hundred  tons.  Thomas 
Wedge  is  superintendent  at  the  mine ;  J.  W. 
Bills,  formerly  associated  with  the  Goodman 
Manufacturing  Co.,  at  Chicago,  is  electrician; 
F.  M.  Curtis  is  engineer  at  the  power  plant. 


actual  coal  production,  by  purchase  of  the  Carter 
mine.  Not  only  does  the  Laning-Harris  com¬ 
pany  sell  both  at  wholesale  and  retail  the  “Daisy” 
coal  from  its  own  mine  but  also  is  a  large  dealer 
in  the  magnificent  domestic  fuel  mined  by  the 


many  of  the  more  important  ones,  required  in 
maintenance  of  the  mechanical  and  electrical 
machinery. 

Haulage  tracks  from  the  mine  pass  over  the 
usual  scales  and  terminate  at  a  large  “flat-sheet,” 


The  latest  electric  longwall  installation  of  the 
Goodman  Manufacturing  Co.  is  at  the  “Daisy’ 
or  old  Carter  mine  of  the  Laning-Harris  Coal  & 
Grain  Co.,  near  Wellington,  about  half-way  be¬ 
tween  the  McGrew  and  Independence  properties. 

This  company,  whose  main  offices  are  at  two 
hundred  West  Ninth  street,  Kansas  City,  is  not 
only  a  dealer  in  coal  but  also  in  wood  and  other 
fuels,  as  well  as  grain,  hay,  etc.  In  fact,  a  mer¬ 
chandising  business  in  these  commodities  was 
done  for  years  before  the  company  undertook 


Fig.  21. — Goodman  75-Kw.  Generator  and  Switchboard — Independence  C.  M.  Co. 


it  practically  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  better 
coal. 

Fig.  16  shows  the  fine  new  power  house,  whose 
equipment  was  recently  installed  by  the  Goodman 
Manufacturing  Co.  Under  the  same  roof  is  also 
a  very  complete  and  well-equipped  machine  shop, 
in  which  are  made  all  of  the  minor  repairs,  and 


at  GOO  revolutions  per  minute  by  belt  from  one 
of  the  engine  flywheels  is  a  125-kilowatt  Good¬ 
man  six-pole  mining  generator.  The  250-volt 
current  is  delivered  to  the  Goodman  single-panef 
marble  switchboard  and  distributed  thence  to  the 
various  points  of  use.  Steam  for  driving  the 
engine  is  supplied  by  two  horizontal  tubular 
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boilers,  made  by  the  Atlas  Engine  Works,  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Jnd.  'I'he  [tower  house  equipment 
is  complete  with  feed  heater,  oil  filter  and  other 
items  essential  to  economical  operation. 

'I'he  productive  cajtacity  of  the  mine  is  about 
200  tons  per  day  under  ordinary  single-shift  work¬ 
ing  of  the  four  Goodman  longwall  machines  here 
installed.  The  coal  runs  about  twenty  inches 


chine  undermines  about  four  hundred  feet  of  face 
[ter  day  or  per  shift  of  eight  hours.  Occasion¬ 
ally  limestone  cobbles  or  boulders  are  encoun¬ 
tered  in  the  clay,  delaying  progress  of  the  ma¬ 
chine  in  working  around  them,  and  calling  for 
exceptionally  strong  construction  in  the  machine 
itself  to  withstand  the  strains  imposed  when  the 
cutters  meet  such  obstacles.  Figure  23  repro- 


four,  now  being  built  for  the  Western  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.  and  to  be  installed  at  one  of 
this  company’s  three  mines  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lexington. 

b'rom  these  three  mines  there  is  now  being 
l>roduced  about  1,000  tons  daily,  the  seam  of 
coal  running  about  twenty-two  inches  in  thick¬ 
ness.  Each  is  a  shaft  proposition,  with  the  coal 


Fig.  23. — Rear  of  the  Goodman  Machine,  Showing  Face  of  Coal  and  Cutter  Chain  Working  in  Fireclay  Beneath. 


thick,  with  from  eight  to  twelve  inches  of  block 
slate  between  it  and  the  ten-foot  stratum  of 
limestone  “cap  rock’’  which  forms  the  mine  roof. 
Underneath,  betwen  the  coal  and  the  fire-clay 
in  which  the  mining  is  done,  lies  a  sulphur  band 
varying  from  one  to  five  inches  in  thickness. 
Both  the  block  slate  and  the  sulphur  band  sepa¬ 
rate  readily  from  the  coal  and  are  gobbed  back 
to  form  the  pack  walls  for  proper  support  and 
control  of  the  roof.  The  coal  itself,  therefore. 


duces  a  photograph  of  one  of  the  Goodman 
machines  working  at  the  face  in  the  Laning- 
Harris  mine. 

Boxes  of  1,200  pounds  capacity  are  used,  hauled 
out  by  mules  in  trips  of  up  to  ten  and  even 
twelve.  The  track  gauge  is  eighteen  inches,  laid 
with  sixteen-pound  rails  in  the  roadways  and 
with  twelve-pound  rails  along  the  face. 

Officers  of  the  Laning-Harris  Coal  &  Grain 
Co.  include  C.  B.  Laning,  president ;  L.  D.  Lan- 


lying  at  a  depth  averaging  about  150  feet.  A 
completely  circular  face  is  worked  in  each  case, 
and  the  old  Sperry  machine,  with  rack  rail 
method  of  operation,  has  been  the  prevailing 
type  up  to  the  present  time.  With  each  Sperry 
machine  are  four  sections  of  rack  rail  and  four 
jacks,  all  of  which  are  continually  in  the  way 
of  shovelers,  who  also  must  leave  their  work 
every  time  a  jack  and  rail  section  are  to  be 


Fig.  24. — Goodman  Machine  on  Truck,  Ready  to  Unload  at  Star  ting  Point  of  Face — Independence  C.  M.  Co. 


comes  out  clean  and  blocky.  The  slate,  coal  and 
sulphur,  after  being  undermined  by  the  Goodman 
machines,  falls  easily,  and  neither  sjjrags  nor 
wedges  are  much  used. 

A  map  of  the  workings  at  this  mine  was  re¬ 
produced  as  Fig.  6  last  week.  'Fhe  total  length 
of  face  at  the  present  time  is  approximately 
2,200  feet,  giving  about  three-fourths  of  a  com¬ 
plete  circle.  Under  ordinary  conditions  each  ma- 


ing,  secretary;  H.  Harris,  manager  and  treas¬ 
urer;  W.  F.  Kerdolff,  traveling  sales  agent.  W. 
G.  Stealy  has  recently  been  installed  as  superin¬ 
tendent  at  the  mine;  Frank  Woolerie  is  fore¬ 
man  and  Lee  Boyer  is  electrician. 

Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

The  most  recent  purchase  of  Goodman  long- 
wall  machines  is  represented  by  an  order  for 


shifted  ahead.  During  these  periods  dirt  may 
be  carried  back  into  the  kerf  by  the  cutters. 

The  motors  in  these  old  machines  are  of 
fifteen  horsepower,  which  shows  their  inherent 
weakness  as  compared  to  the  modern  Goodman 
machine  of  thirty-five  horsepower. 

Capt.  B.  T.  Wiley  is  superintendent  of  the 
Lexington  division  of  the  Western  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co. 
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_ THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

The  Suppression  of  Industrial  Smoke. 

Particular  Reference  to  Steam  Boilers. 


The  problem  of  burning  bituminous  coal  with¬ 
out  producing  smoke  can  be  divided  into  two 
distinct  features,  one  referring  to  legislation 
and  its  enforcement,  the  other  to  the  technical 
or  engineering  phase  of  the  matter,  and  it  is  more 
particularly  the  latter  feature  that  is  considered 
in  this  paper.  It  is  the  author’s  wish  to  empha¬ 
size  certain  fundamental  principles  upon  which 
the  complicated  and  difficult  problem  of  smoke 
production  and  suppression  rests,  rather  than 
attempt  the  detailed  treatment  of  any  individual 
condition  or  set  of  conditions. 

It  is  a  recognized  fact  that  bituminous  coal  can 
be  burned  without  smoke ;  also  that  the  consump¬ 
tion  of  the  volatile  gases  results  in  increased 
economy,  and  while  great  improvement  has  been 
made,  there  is  very  much  still  to  be  accomplished, 
and  the  great  and  foremost  requirement  is  a 
technical  one,  demanding  not  only  a  recognition 
of  the  principles  involved  in  smokeless  combus¬ 
tion,  but  better  engineering  practice  as  affecting 
design  of  plants  and  furnace  apparatus.  In  the 
author’s  opinion,  the  people  who  are  to  blame 
for  present  conditions,  may  be  divided  into  three 
classes  in  the  order  of  their  responsibility: 
First— Manufacturers  of  furnace  apparatus. 
Second— Consulting  engineers  and  architects. 
Third — Purchasers  who  operate  the  apparatus. 
In  considering  the  matter  from  the  standpoint 
of  manufacture,  the  important  fact  should  be 
emphasized,  that  with  one  possible  exception 
there  are,  strictly  speaking,  no  smokeless  appa¬ 
ratus  made.  This  single  exception  will  be  men¬ 
tioned  later,  but  it  is  first  desirable  to  outline 
the  requirements  governing  smokeless  combus¬ 
tion.  They  are — 

First — Uniform  evolution  of  the  volatile  gas, 
which  requires  with  a  stoker  a  positively  uniform 
feed  of  the  coal. 

Second — The  location  of  a  chamber  of  sufficient 
length  or  capacity  between  the  fire  grate  and  exit 
to  the  boiler,  to  ensure  that  the  volatile  gases 
shall  become  thoroughly  mixed  with  the  air 
which  enters  with  them. 

Such  chamber,  which  the  author  has  called  a 
furnace,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  grate,  must, 
of  course,  be  made  of  refractory  material  to  en¬ 
able  it  to  withstand  the  heat,  and  its  walls  neces¬ 
sarily  become  red  hot ;  this  has  caused  many  peo¬ 
ple  to  believe  that  the  high  temperature  in  itself 
was-  the  cause  of  the  volatile  gases  being  burned, 
failing  to  take  into  consideration _  the  fact  that 
the  most  important  requirement  is  a  thorough 
mixing  of  the  gases  with  the  air  in  the  chamber. 
Failure  to  realize  this  fact  has  resulted  in  dis¬ 
appointment  with  many  brick  arches,  “Dutch 
ovens,’’  etc.  The  chain  grate,  owing  to  its  feed 
of  coal  being  on  a  horizontal  line,  ensures  a 
positively  uniform  rate  in  the  feed,  and  conse¬ 
quently  there  is  a  steady  evolution  of  the  volatile 
gas,  which  will  be  burned  if  there  is  such  furnace 
located  between  it  and  the  boiler,  and  this  ap¬ 
paratus  may  properly  be  called  smoke-proof,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  impossible  for  the  operator  to  either 
cause,  or  allow  the  coal  to  be  fed  in  other  than 
a  steady  and  uniform  manner. 

Even  when  a  very  large  furnace  chamber  is 
used  with  any  form  of  stoker  (other  than  a  chain 
grate)  or  a  hand  fired  grate,  a  smokeless  con¬ 
dition  is  dependent  upon  careful  manipulation. 
For  example,  with  a  hand  fire,  if  too  much  coal 
is  added  at  one  time,  the  evolution  of  gas  will 
be  greater  than  the  mixing  capacitv  of  the  cham¬ 
ber;  or,  with  sloping  grate  stokers,  when  a  large 
quantity  of  coal  is  poked  or  slides  down  the 
grate,  the  result  is  the  same  as  when  a  large 
charge  of  coal  is  added  to  a  hand  fire.  Thus 
the  fuel  feeding  apparatus  or  method  of  manipu¬ 
lation,  must  not  overtax  the  mixing  capacity  of 
the  furnace  chamber,  if  a  smokeless  result  is  to 
be  secured. 

The  accompanying  illustration  shows  the  latest 
and  best  type  of  smoke  proof  steam  generator,  its 
furnace  chamber  being  formed  by  tiles  covering 
the  lower  row  of  the  tubes  of  the  boiler.  It  is. 
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not  a  patented  apparatus  and  may  be  adopted  by 
anyone  who  wishes  to  do  so.  In  fact,  many 
boiler  plants  now  installed,  may  at  small  expense 
be  altered  so  as  to  conform  to  all  of  its  essential 
requirements.  While  this  particular  improved  ap¬ 
paratus  has  already  been  built  when  demanded 
by  purchasers,  no  manufacturer  is  willing  to 
erect  it  unless  required  to  do  so.  The  nearest 
approach  to  a  smoke  proof  apparatus  in  the  form 
of  a  complete  steam  generator,  offered  by  any 
maker,  consists  of  a  brick  arch  as  an  essential 
adjunct  for  the  direction  of  the  gases  against 
the  tubes  of  the  boiler,  and  when  this  manu¬ 
facturer  installs  a  chain  grate  under  this  arch, 
it  becomes  the  above  mentioned  exception  to  the 
rule.  This  does  not  mean,  however,  that  a  pur¬ 
chaser  may  not  buy  a  boiler  from  one  rnaker,  a 
stoker  from  another,  and  with  a  little  engineering 
produce  an  apparatus  which  is  strictly  smokeless, 
but  that  an  entire  apparatus  of  satisfactory  char¬ 
acter  as  a  unit,  cannot  be  purchased  from  any 
other  manufacturer. 

For  a  clearer  understanding,  t  is  essential  that 
furnace  apparatus  be  considered  in  two  classes, 
one  which  is  smoke  proof,  the  other  depending 
upon  careful  manipulation  for  good  resilts.  This 
latter  class  may  also  be  separated  into  two  di¬ 
visions,  those  which  by  reasonably  careful  work¬ 
ing  will  be  smokeless,  and  others,  which  it  is 


very  difficult  to  operate  without  smoke.  Thus 
there  are  three  grades  of  apparatus,  the  perfect, 
the  moderately  good  and  the  bad. 

The  effort  of  health  departments  and  smoke 
inspection  bureaus  should  be  to  enforce  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  perfect  apparatus,  proper  manipulation 
of  the  moderately  good  and  the  abandonment  of 
the  bad.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  most  seri¬ 
ous  offenders— the  manufacturers,  consulting  en¬ 
gineers  and  the  architects,  are  not  affected  by  the 
smoke  laws,  therefore  can  only  be  reached  in¬ 
directly  through  the  purchaser  who  bears  all  of 
the  burden.  Thus  the  only  alternative  is  to  en¬ 
force  the  laws  in  such  manner  as  to  be  most 
effective. 

The  position  of  the  smoke  inspector  from  the 
engineering  standpoint  is  a  difficult  one.  As  a 
general  rule  he  is  an  administrative  official,  ap¬ 
pointed  or  elected  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing 
laws,  and  his  time  and  efforts  are  taken  up  in 
such  work,  and  the  character  of  the  requirements 
largely  determine  the  training  of  the  man  se¬ 
lected.  It  necessarily  follows  that  often  he  is 
not  an  engineer,  at  all  events  to  that  extent 
necessary  for  the  solution  of  the  difficult  engineer¬ 
ing  problems  encountered ;  the  conditions  under 
which  he  must  necessarily  work,  prevent  to  a 
very  great  extent  his  becoming  technically  pro¬ 
ficient,  because  the  tendency  would  then  be  for 
certain  apparatus  to  be  recommended  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  others ;  this  immediately  results  in 
trouble,  caused  by  the  influence  of  manufacturers 
who  would  not  be  favored.  As  it  is,  if  a  pros¬ 
pective  purchaser  applies  to  a  smoke  inspector 
for  information  as  to  the  most  desirable  apparatus 
to  be  procured,  he  may  be  referred  to  a  number 
of  plants  which  are  examples  of  good  practice, 
in  which,  may  find  a  variety  of  apparatus,  and 
selecting  one  of  these  he  often  finds  after  it  is  in 


service,  that  under  his  conditions  it  is  not  satis¬ 
factory;  upon  further  investigation,  he  discovers 
that  others  labor  under  as  much  difficulty  as  he, 
and  thus  often  feels  that  he  is  an  innocent  victim 
of  circumstances. 

There  are  many  plants  where  conditions  render 
it  difficult  to  correct  the  apparatus  except  at 
great  expense.  Such  cases  present  a  real  prob¬ 
lem  to  the  smoke  inspector.  On  the  other  hand 
there  are  many  owners  who  do  not  try  to  im¬ 
prove  conditions,  in  fact,  make  no  effort  to  dis¬ 
cover  whether  or  not  they  can  correct  their  prac¬ 
tice  or  the  apparatus,  and  make  promises  they  do 
not  intend  to  fulfill.  One  of  the  most  common 
excuses  is,  that  their  boilers  are  “overloaded” 
and  for  this  reason  they  can  do  nothing,  and 
unless  the  inspector  is  an  engineer  and  familiar 
with  this  phase  of  the  matter,  he  often  encounters 
a  seemingly  insurmountable  difficulty,  when  in 
reality  these  same  owners,  for  reasons  of  econ¬ 
omy,  would  not  work  their  boilers  at  a  lesser 
capacity.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  practice  which 
ensures  a  smokeless  condition,  also  results,  as 
a  general  thing,  in  the  production  of  a  large  ca¬ 
pacity.  The  remedy  with  such  owners  is  a  drastic 
enforcement  of  the  law. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  greatest  trouble 
is  one  that  may  be  overcome  by  better  engineering 
practice,  and  that  there  is  no  accepted  or  recog¬ 
nized  independent  source  of  information  for  the 
guidance  of  well  intending  purchasers,  it  is  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  engineering  experiment 
station  of  the  University  of  Illinois  and  the  state 
geological  survey,  present  information  to  the 
people  of  this  state,  which,  coming  from  such 
sources,  may  be  accepted  with  confidence  and 
used  to  advantage. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

Since  our  report  of  the  eighth  there  has  been 
little,  if  any,  change  in  the  freight  market  and 
tonnage  is  still  scarce. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures  for  export  coal  are 
the  following :  Steamer  “Parran,”  1,245  tons 
register,  Norfolk  to  Barbados,  at  or  about  $1.80; 
steamer  “Huttonwood,”  2,333  tons  register  Range 
to  Tam.pico,  at  or  about  $1.50,  December;  steamer 
“Nymphaea,”  1,249  tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Ha¬ 
vana,  at  $1.50 ;  steamer  “Progreso,”  1,015  tons 
register,  Baltimore  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua,  at  $2, 
and  steamer  “Thorsdal,”  1,381  tons  register, 
Newport  News  to  Havana,  at  $1.50. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $2  to 
Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.60  to  Cienfuegos ;  $1.70  to 
Daiquiri ;  $1.75  to  Santiago ;  $1.75  to  Colon ;  $1.80 
@1.85  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2@2.10  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.70@1.80  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.85@ 
1.90  to  Barbados;  $1.60  to  Kingston;  $1.35@1.45 
and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2.50  to  Demcrara;  $1.80 
@1.90  to  Bermuda;  $1.50@1.00  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.50@1.60  to  Tampico;  16s  to  Buenos  Ayres; 
17s  to  Rosario;  16@17s  to  Rio;  17s  to  Santos; 
10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not 
east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded; 
$6  and  discharged,  to  Manila;  $6.50  to  Japanese 
ports. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  October  tliir- 
teenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date,  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total, 

Week  ending  Oct.  13,  1906....  17.506  22,274  39,780 

Corresponding  week,  1905  ....  19,480  23,687  43.167 

Total  for  1906 . 603,109  872,841  1, 47.5.950 

jCorrcsponding  period,  1905  ...533,243  763,86.5  1,297.109 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year,  amounted 
to  178,841  tons. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  October  8,  190G. 

Lower  temperature  during  the  past  week  de¬ 
veloped  business  conditions  in  the  anthracite 
trade  where  more  activity  is  apparent  and  with 
a  seasonable  climate,  the  influence  for  a  good 
movement  of  coal  is  significant.  Weather  indi¬ 
cations  for  an  earb  winter  has  already  induced 
more  business  from  the  west  and  northerly 
points,  while  the  uncertainty  of  a  full  car  supply 
is  also  having  its  effect  to  secure  some  tonnage 
in  advance  of  actual  requirements.  A  steady  im¬ 
provement  in  the  demand  from  now  on  may  be 
expected.  Trade  local  to  the  main  lines  east  of 
the  mines  and  for  New  England  all  rail  delivery 
points,  is  showing  considerable  activity,  with  an 
increase  in  orders  that  is  giving  shippers  about 
all  they  can  take  care  of  with  the  present  supply 
of  cars.  Shipments  to  the  west  are  reduced,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  congestion  on  some  of  the  connecting 
roads  and  the  lack  of  equipment  for  loading  at 
the  mines,  which  is  delaying  much  business  that 
ought  to  have  gone  forward  before  now.  With 
no  improvement  of  conditions  in  sight  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  there  will  be  a  shortage  in  the 
supply  at  those  points  on  the  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  which  must  call  for  heavier  all  rail  delivery 
later  on. 

Steam  Coals  Short. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  trade  that  has  been 
gradually  develoning  for  a  month  or  six  weeks 
past  is  the  depletion  of  the  stocks  of  steam  grades, 
which  have  been  so  greatly  reduced  that  it  is 
feared  a  scarcity  may  occur  sooner  than  was  an¬ 
ticipated.  All  interests  that  carry  over  a  quantity 
of  these  coals  for  winter  distribution  when  the 
demand  for  them  becomes  greatest,  find  that  the 
balances  on  hand  have  been  reduced  anywhere 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.  This  in  many 
cases  is  under  what  has  been  carried  in  previous 
years  at  this  period,  and  is  looked  upon  as  likely 
to  become  more  critical  as  an  increased  demand 
for  it  sets  in.  Rice  coal  is  one  of  the  most  active 
in  the  market,  with  shippers  behind  in  furnishing 
full  requirements,  and  in  cases  are  refusing  to 
accept  further  obligations  on  this  grade,  while 
other  sizes  are  gaining  strength  daily.  The  con¬ 
tinued  increase  in  the  demand  for  this  class  of 
fuel  in  recent  years  is  its  development  for  power 
and  heating  purposes.  The  large  demand  comes 
from  the  enormous  building  construction  that  has 
been  going  on  in  all  large  municipal  centers — • 
also  from  office  buildings  and  apartment  houses. 
This  is  of  marked  interest  to  the  trade,  and  as¬ 
sures  even  a  greater  consumption  in  the  future. 
The  short  tonnage  in  September  has  helped  to 
accentuate  the  situation  on  the  fine  sizes  and 
has  made  the  market  generally  much  stronger, 
permitting  of  a  larger  production  of  coal  during 


the  current  month,  with  a  larger  proportion  of 
it  going  into  consumption  than  that  of  a  year 
ago.  'I'his  will  also  be  true  of  the  current  year’s 
production,  as  much  coal  was  stocked  in  1905 
to  be  used  against  any  possible  shortage  in  sup¬ 
ply  by  labor  troubles,  which  were  at  that  time 
being  agitated.  Purchases  since  the  fall  circular 
has  been  in  effect  this  year  have  been  made 
with  the  view  of  supplying  present  needs,  and 
the  belief  is  that  the  requirements  from  now  on 
will  be  for  current  use.  The  carrying  companies 
seem  to  have  about  all  the  business  that  can  be 
taken  care  of  with  the  present  available  facili¬ 
ties,  and  any  stimulus  given  the  trade  that  would 
increase  the  demand  to  any  extent,  it  is  thought 
would  interfere  with  its  movement.  Shipments 
at  tidewater  are  better  than  they  have  been  for 
some  time  with  an  increased  number  of  coast¬ 
wise  barges  emploved  in  the  trade.  In  the  east 
and  sound  ports  the  demand  for  more  coal  is 
now  apparent  with  orders  coming  in  somewhat 
more  freely.  Trade  at  the  shoal  water  ports  is 
urging  for  additional  cargoes  in  order  to  round 
up  stocks  before  ice  makes.  In  the  local  mar¬ 
ket  there  is  a  fair  business  doing,  stocks  moving 
out  in  larger  quantity  from  dealers’  yards,  is 
having  a  good  effect  upon  the  trade.  The  all 
rail  business  is,  however,  the  most  attractive,  in 
that  it  is  more  active  and  regular  in  its  require¬ 
ments. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  not 
much  changed  from  last  week.  The  consumers 
continue  to  take  a  better  supply  of  coal  than  in 
the  summer  season  and  the  demand  is  nearly  up 
to  the  supply  of  cars,  and  if  there  should  be  an 
increase  in  the  requirements  for  coal  cars  would 
not  be  forthcoming  to  meet  this  increased  de¬ 
mand. 

The  transportation  superintendents  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  in  a  number  of  cases  have  issued  appeals 
to  their  patrons  to  give  better  dispatch  in  un¬ 
loading;  in  one  instance,  in  particular,  showing 
that  if  one  hour  could  be  saved  upon  all  their 
cars  it  would  throw  a  large  additional  supply 
o^  cars  into  their  hands  for  the  immediate  needs. 
The  whole  question  with  the  trade  at  the  present 
time  is  one  of  cars  only.  Some  people  claim 
that  the  railroads  are  preparing  for  a  very  heavy 
grain  trade  that  is  now  moving  and  is  expected  to 
increase  in  the  near  future.  As  the  coal  trade 
uses  only  open  cars  to  any  material  extent  it  can 
hardly  be  seen  how  this  would  affect  the  coal 
trade  except  in  the  way  of  motive  power. 

Others  claim  that  a  great  quantity  of  rolling 
stock  has  gone  west  and  is  tied  up  there  in  one 
way  or  another,  making  the  supply  of  rolling 
stock  just  so  much  shorter  for  eastern  ship¬ 
ment.  This  looks  more  feasible,  though  both 
reasons  may  be  partly  the  cause. 

Most  of  the  people  in  the  trade  are  looking 


forward  to  colder  weather,  that  would  probably 
increase  the  demands  to  some  small  extent. 

Shoalwater  port  shipments  generally  are  re¬ 
ceiving  close  attention  now.  and  contracts  in  this 
line  of  trade  are  being  closed  up  as  promptly  as 
possible,  as  a  due  regard  to  freight  rates  will 
permit. 

There  is  some  export  trade,  but  it  is  controlled 
to  a  great  extent  by  ocean  freight  rates. 

Trade  in  the  Far  East. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  ordering  a  fair  amount 
of  coal.  \Ve  hear  of  some  shortage  in  the  coal 
supply  at  the  lower  loading  ports  which  is  cur¬ 
tailing  shipments  to  some  extent,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  but  what  a  little  more  coal  is  being  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  the  far  east  than  earlier  in  the  season. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  showing  an  increased 
demand,  and  the  better  grades  of  coal  are  the 
most  urgent  in  filling  these  requirements.  The 
reason  for  the  better  condition  of  the  trade  in 
this  territory  is  that  consumers  are  about  living 
up  to  their  contracts  at  the  present  time,  where 
heretofore  they  had  not  done  this. 

New  York  Harbor  Trade  Quiet. 

There  seems  to  be  an  excessive  supply  of  coal 
coming  in  the  harbor.  It  is  taken  by  some  peo¬ 
ple  as  a  meaning  that  New  York  shipping  ports 
are  the  dumping  ground  for  all  surplus  coal. 
Prices  are  unchanged,  ranging  around  $2.60@ 
2.70  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports  for 
the  better  grades  of  steam  coal,  with  $2.30@2.40 
f.  o.  b.  for  the  poorest  grades. 

All  rail  trades  shows  a  little  more  activity, 
and  prices,  if  anything,  a  little  bit  stronger,  this 
rather  tending  towards  larger  shipments  and  an 
increased  demand. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  fairly 
prompt.  Car  supply  is  the  great  question  with 
the  trade  at  the  present  time.  The  Pennsylvania 
railroad  seems  to  be  giving  the  best  satisfaction 
to  its  patrons  while  the  other  railroads  are 
merely  giving  a  percentage  of  what  is  requested 
of  them. 

In  the  Coastwise  Vessel  Market. 

Vessels  are  in  fair  supply,  and  freight  remain 
practically  unchanged  from  what  they  have  been. 
Vessel  owners  are  found  strenuously  calling  for 
the  loading  and  discharging  clause,  which  is  in 
most  cases  acceded  to. 

We  quote  current  freight  rates  of  freight  from 
Philadelphia  as  follows;  To  Boston,  Salem  and 
Portland,  65@70  cents ;  to  the  sound,  55  cents ; 
to  Lj'nn,  80  cents ;  to  Newburyport  85  cents ;  to 
Portsmouth,  70@75  cents ;  to  Saco,  90  cents  and 
towage;  to  Bath,  75  cents;  to  Gardiner,  85@90 
cents  and  towage;  to  Bangor,  S0@85  cents. 


Market  J^ews  fromBuffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  October  19. — (Special  Correspond- 
euce.) — While  there  has  been  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  anthracite  trade  conditions  during  the 
past  seven  days,  brought  about  doubtless  by  the 
unexpected  snowstorm  of  last  week,  there  has 
still  not  been  sufficient  increase  in  orders  to  cause 
any  uneasiness  on  the  part  of  shippers.  It  has 
been  principally  the  local  market  that  has  felt 
the  impetus  of  weather  conditions  calling  for 
hurry-up  forwarding.  To  the  local  retailers, 
especially,  has  come  a  rush  of  business  well 
calculated  to  drive  them  to  desperation.  When 
Buffalonians  awoke  last  Thursday  morning  to 
find  the  ground  covered  with  snow,  they  hurried 
to  their  telephones  and  asked  the  dealers  to  get 
busy.  Every  team  procurable  was  pressed  into 


the  delivery  service,  and  even  at  that  many  a 
householder  was  forced  to  shiver  for  some  hours 
before  their  orders  were  filled  and  the  furnaces 
set  going.  Though  the  cold  wave  continued  but 
two  days,  the  warning  has  been  heeded  and  the 
result  has  been  an  enormously  heavy  trade  from 
the  retail  trestles  ever  since. 

There  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  amount  of 
lake  forwarding,  due  partially  to  the  fact  that 
lake  tonnage  has  not  been  in  liberal  supply.  Total 
shipments  for  the  week  were  only  67,400  tons, 
distributed  as  follows ; 

Destination.  Tons.  Destination.  Tons. 

Chicago  . 25,450  Duluth  . 20,100 

Milwaukee  . 16,700  Soo  .  1,200 

Superior  .  3,000  Windsor  .  950 


It  will  be  noted  that  practically  all  the  coal 
sent  forward  went  to  either  Duluth  or  Chicago. 
The  cause  for  this  is  that  the  majority  of  the 
other  lake  ports  are  well  stocked,  and  until  dis¬ 
tribution  into  adjacent  territory  begins,  there  will 
be  no  place  to  store  additional  consignments 
With  all  the  rush  demand  made  upon  the  local 
trestles  during  the  past  week,  there  has  been  no 
shortage  felt  in  local  stocks.  Coal  in  domestic 
sizes  has  been  coming  forward  freely  and  with 
the  stocks  on  hand,  the  sales  agents  have  experi¬ 
enced  no  difficulty  in  keeping  trestles  well  sup¬ 
plied. 

Carrying  charges  on  coal  hold  steady  all  around 
and  there  is  no  indication  of  a  change.  Contract 
boats  are  taking  most  of  the  big  cargoes.  Small 
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carriers  are  picked  up  as  fast  as  they  can  be  se¬ 
cured. 

Bituminous  dealers  are  still  hampered  in  the 
scarcity  of  cars.  In  this  direction  there  has  been 
no  improvement  whatever,  in  fact  the  scarcity  of 
rolling  stock  appears  to  be  increasing,  and  re¬ 
ports  from  all  over  the  country  tend  to  the  belief 
that  there  is  no  speedy  remedy.  Transportation 
lines  are  crowded  to  much  more  than  their  full 
capacity  by  the  demands  of  the  country.  All  lines 
are  developing  with  astonishing  rapidity.  The 
manufacturing  interests,  the  iron  trade  and  the 
moving  of  agricultural  products  has  been  making 
a  demand  upon  the  car  supply  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  and  its  result  can  not 
be  foreseen.  Car  shops  are  being  rushed  to  their 
capacity  to  turn  out  finished  product  to  keep  up 
with  the  orders,  and  yet  the  demand  appears  to 
increase  more  rapidly  than  it  can  be  met. 

In  no  section  of  the  bituminous  trade  is  the 
car  shortage  more  noticeable  or  more  aggra- 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  18. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  show¬ 
ing  slightly  more  activity  with  a  somewhat  larger 
tonnage  now  going  into  distribution,  which  is  im¬ 
parting  a  stronger  tone  to  the  market  than  has 
for  some  time  past  prevailed.  _  The  demand  is  fairly 
well  distributed  from  the  different  localities,  and 
that  it  is  seasonable  is  indicated  by  the  regular¬ 
ity  with  which  orders  are  being  sent  in,  keeping 
shippers  busy  on  what  coal  is  moving  from  the 
mines.  The  car  situation  and  motive  power  is 
still  a  factor  in  restricting  the  production  at  the 
mines,  and  there  are  no  signs  as  yet  that  any 
definite  improvements  is  likely  to  occur  in  the 
near  future,  at  least,  not  until  the  heavy  traffic 
of  the  west  has  been  taken  care  of,  since  the 
coal  roads  seem  to  be  more  desirous  to  handle 
this  outside  business.  Though,  so  far,  there  has 
been  no  complaint  in  the  local  trade,  because  of 
any  delay  on  current  shipments  being  made,  and 
while  dealers  are  doing  a  steady  business,  have 
experienced  no  difficulty  in  securing  what  ton¬ 
nage  is  needed.  To  distant  points  on  foreign 
roads  and  the  outlying  districts,  cars  are  being 
curtailed  to  some  extent  in  delivering  this  busi¬ 
ness,  because  of  the  longer  time  it  takes  them  to 
return,  and  the  chances  of  their  being  retained  by 
the  foreign  systems,  thus  causing  much  incon¬ 
venience,  and  caution  is  taken  in  not  permitting 
the  supply  for  local  trade  to  run  short.  Ship¬ 
ments  by  water  east  of  the  Delaware_  capes  is 
more  active,  especially  for  delivery  of  light  draft 
barges  to  fill  up  balances  required  at  the  ice 
making  ports.  The  steam  grades  are  in  much  bet- 


Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  improvement  noted  in  our  issue  of 
last  week  as  to  the  demand  for  hard  coal_  at  re¬ 
tail  has  continued  on  a  steady  basis  and  is  now 
having  some  effect  upon  the  wholesale  market. 
It  is  evident,  with  the  near  approach  of  colder 
weather,  when  dealers  expect  a  larger  demand 
to  prevail,  that  they  are  even  now  inclined  to 
replenish  their  yard  supplies  as  it  becomes  re¬ 
duced  and  are  placing  orders  accordingly.  This 
is  increasing  the  business  on  shipments  via  the 
tidewater  loading  ports,  which  has  becorne  more 
regular  in  its  movement  and  should  improve 
as  the  market  takes  on  greater  activity.  The 
New  England  all-rail  trade  is  producing  a  large 
number  of  orders  and  shows  in  the  advanced 
business  over  other  localities  that  the  needs  here 
are  quite  urgent,  evidently  carrying  less  coal  in 
stock  than  at  tidewater  points.  Shippers  report 
that  enough  trade  is  reaching  them  daily  to  ab¬ 
sorb  all  the  coal  available  for  this  class  of  trade, 
and  for  which  cars  can  be  furnished.  The 
sound  trade  is  also  taking  more  coal,  with  a  con¬ 
siderable  proportion  of  it  being  reshipped  to  in¬ 
land  points  by  rail,  and  there  is  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  wholesale  interests  to  contract 
for  a  greater  amount  of  coal  in  order  to  fully 
protect  the  future  requirements  of  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  Good  service  in  water  transportation 
seems  to  be  the  rule,  with  vessels  making  sched- 


vating  than  in  the  Allegheny  valley.  Much  of 
this  coal  goes  to  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  and 
when  cars  from  that  line  are  shoved  into  the 
mines,  they  come  with  a  special  order  that  they 
he  consigned  when  loaded  to  the  Pennsylvania. 
It  can  readily  be  perceived  where  the  ordinary 
consumer  will  come  out  of  the  deal.  On  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  these  mines  were  forced  to 
close  down  because  there  were  no  cars.  On 
Monday  815  tons  was  mined  and  500  tons  of  this 
amount  was  consigned  to  the  railroad,  leaving 
only  315  tons  for  distribution  to  the  regular 
trade. 

Almost  similar  conditions  are  reported  by  the 
Pittsburg  people.  Operators  say  the  car  short¬ 
age  is  practically  killing  their  business.  One  day 
they  will  have  cars,  the  next  none  at  all.  It  is 
either  a  feast  or  a  famine  with  the  bituminous 
dealers.  If  cars  could  be  procured  trade  would 
run  comparatively  steady  all  the  time. 


ter  demand  than  they  had  been  all  summer,  but 
the  heavy  stocks  that  were  accumulated  by  large 
consumers  seem  to  be  generally  reduced,  mak¬ 
ing  these  coals  much  stronger,  with  certain  va¬ 
rieties  in  short  supply. 

There  is  about  enough  business  coming  into 
the  hands  of  soft  coal  producers  to  keep  their 
mines  running  up  to  about  two-thirds  of  the 
capacity,  which  is  limited  to  this  basis  by  the 
restriction  in  cars.  On  some  of  the  railroads  the 
car  supply  is  approximately  up  to  current  needs, 
as  with  good  transportation  on  these  lines  fairly 
prompt  shipments  can  be  made  on  all  the  orders 
received  through  the  quicker  service  given  it. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  producers  shipping  on 
those  roads  which  are  not  so  well  equipped  say 
they  are  getting  less  than  fifty  per  cent  of  their 
allotment,  and  that,  owing  to  the  great  ineffi¬ 
ciency  of  cars,  mines  can  only  be  worked  for  a 
day  or  two  at  a  time,  causing  the  loss  of  busi¬ 
ness  on  this  account,  yet  these  same  roads  that 
are  apparently  giving  no  heed  to  the  grievance 
of  shippers  at  this  time,  are  usually  the  most 
persistent  to  urge  them  for  increased  tonnage 
in  the  dull  summer  season,  when  cars  are  be¬ 
come  plentiful.  The  principal  distribution  of 
tonnage  being  made  at  present  is  on  season  con¬ 
tract,  and  the  greater  proportion  of  it  is  going 
on  the  line  trade.  Prices  show  no  change,  and 
where  coal  is  standing  at  the  mines  in  cars, 
waiting  for  a  buyer,  an  order  for  the  coal  would 
not  be  refused  at  one  dollar  a  ton  for  the  poorer 
grade.  Standard  coals  are  firm  and  show  little 
if  any  deviation  from  circular  quotations.. 


ule  time,  while  rates  are  easy.  The  steam  grades 
continue  in  strong  demand  and  there  is  not 
enough  coal  of  certain  sizes  to  fill  all  the  orders 
which  are  accumulating  in  shippers’  hands,  and 
the  pressure  for  them  is  anticipated  to  increase  as 
summer  stocks  are  being  reduced.  With  the  re¬ 
cent  delays  in  the  shipment  of  bituminous  coal 
from  the  further  lower  ports,  by  reason  of  a 
shortage  of  coal  at  the  loading  piers  and  the 
delay  to  vessels  on  account  of  strong  north¬ 
east  winds,  has  made  the  market  in  this  territory 
somewhat  more  animated,  evidently  with  a  fear 
of  possible  further  delays,  which,  in  instances, 
might  cause  embarrassment  to  some  of  the  cori- 
sumers  who  have  been  lax  in  keeping  up  their 
coal  supplies.  Fortunately,  the  demand  so  far 
has  not  become  very  active,  as  the  grades  of 
coal  desired  by  consumers  in  this  market  is 
largely  for  the  standard  products,  but  these 
coals  in  their  current  supply  are  short  of  wliat 
is  needed  to  fill  the  business  already  in  hands  of 
shippers,  through  a  heavy  restriction  in  cars  at 
the  mines,  so  that  if  orders  were  increased  un¬ 
der  present  facilities  of  shipment,  very  little  re¬ 
lief  could  be  given  them.  Much  of  the  business 
now  coming  in  was  solicited  by  shippers  weeks 
and  months  ago,  but  could  not  be  induced  at 
that  time  to  place  sufficient  orders  to  have  ample 
stocks  ahead,  but  are  now  glad  to  pay  the  ad¬ 
vanced  costs  in  both  coal  and  water  freights. 


when  they  could  have  bought  in  proper  season 
at  lower  figures.  Prices  on  the  higher  grades  of 
coal  are  well  maintained  by  all  selling  interests 
and  one  hears  of  no  deviation  from  current 
quotations.  The  vessel  market  is  firm  and  rates 
are  advanced  to  Boston  from  Hampton  Roads, 
70@75c;  Baltimore,  75c;  Philadelphia,  75@80c; 
New  York,  60(?565c. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  17. — (Special  (Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Coke  continues  to  be  a  distinctive 
feature  of  the  Baltimore  market,  and  prices  are 
now  better  than  they  have  been  for  a  long  time. 
Coke  is  selling  for  considerably  more  just  at 
present  than  it  did  at  this  time  last  year,  but 
while  bituminous  coal  is  now  gaining,  and  the 
outlook  in  that  line  is  probably  better  than  it 
was  twelve  months  ago,  still  the  advance  has  not 
been  by  any  means  proportionate  to  that  of 
coke.  While  there  is  some  difference  in  selling 
prices,  due  to  individual  necessity  or  the  amount 
which  coke  handlers  have  available  for  immedi¬ 
ate  deliveries,  still  the  following  may  be  quoted 
for  general  run :  Best  grade  foundry,  $3.90,  and 
furnace  from  $2.75  to  $3. 

As  compared  with  this,  Georges  Creek  coals, 
and  some  other  of  the  better  grades,  are  respond¬ 
ing  to  the  improving  tone  of  the  local  market,  still 
the  advance  has  been  far  behind  that  of  coke. 
Georges  Creek,  for  instance,  now  at  from  $1.60@ 
1.70  is  but  ten  to  twenty  cents  ahead  of  a  sched¬ 
ule  that  existed  for  part  of  the  summer.  And 
some  of  the  lesser  coals  are  still  below  the  dollar 
mark,  which  some  persons  have  spoken  of  as  the 
line  of  profitable  production.  This  in  the  face 
of  the  existing  car  scarcity  and  the  fine  business 
conditions  generally  is  somewhat  remarkable. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  cars  are  probably  harder 
to  get  just  now  than  ever  before,  and  but  little 
hope  is  entertained  for  early  relief.  The  lakes 
are  absorbing  great  quantities  of  bituminous  at 
present,  and  while  Thanksgiving  sometimes  sees 
a  tie-up  in  that  region,  an  open  year  might  keep 
it  running  almost  until  Christmas.  Last  year, 
for  instance,  after  the  season  had  been  announced 
at  a  close  there  was  an  opening  up  for  a  con¬ 
siderable  time  and  a  resumption  of  shipping.  If 
the  tieup  comes  early,  cars  may  come  back  to 
this  territory,  but  as  the  railroads  will  rush  all 
possible  into  the  lake  district  until  that  time  there 
is  no  possibility  of  car  relief  from  that  direction, 
at  least  until  the  end  of  November. 

There  is  another  scarcity  just  at  present  in  the 
calculation  of  the  local  coal  man,  and  that  relates 
to  vessel  tonnage.  Quite  a  large  number  of  coal 
carrying  vessels  have  been  lost  or  badly  injured 
on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  during  storms  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer.  This  has  had  its 
effect,  and  many  of  those  who  inquired  for  ves¬ 
sels  during  the  week  were  disappointed.  Then 
brokers  have  a  way  of  making  vessels  scarce 
when  they  are  already  at  a  premium. 

In  spite  of  this  a  fair  tidewater  shipment  is 
being  recorded  but  would  have  been  heavier 
had  the  bottoms  been  available.  The  Consolida¬ 
tion  Coal  Co.  shipments  north  continue  heavy. 
That  corporation  does  not  have  to  rely  on  outside 
tonnage  as  they  have  their  own  fine  fleet  of 
barges,  tugs  and  steamers. 

From  Missouri  comes  a  story  this  week.  It  is 
of  a  man,  one  Dr.  George  R.  Nunelly,  who  claims 
to  have  discovered  a  method  for  liquefying  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  so  that  it  can  be  pumped  through 
pipe  lines  to  distributing  centers.  After  having 
accommodatingly  traveled  in  liquid  form  for 
many  miles  the  coal  is  supposed  to  be  obliging 
enough  to  solidify  again  when  exposed  to  light 
and  air.  What  a  grand  scheme  when  cars  are 
scarce ! 

The  recent  strike  on  the  boats  of  the  Baltimore, 
Chesapeake  &  Atlantic  and  the  Maryland,  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Virginia  railways  has  been  settled  by  the 
men  being  granted  their  demands  for  more  pay. 
Shippers  here  have  welcomed  the  end  of  this 
tie-up  that  lasted  for  nearly  two  weeks.  It  will 
also  bring  Baltimore’s  local  bunker  consumption 
of  bituminous  back  to  normal.  More  than  thirty 
large  steamers  were  tied  up  by  the  strike. 

V 

The  Black  Diamond  is  a  most  excellent  jour¬ 
nal  and  a  very  valuable  paper  for  all  retail  coal 
dealers. — Thomas  Coal  Co.,  Evansville,  Ind. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


The  J^ew  England  Coal  Trade. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  '1'.  Russell,  of  the  Maryland  Coal  Co.,  New 
York,  has  again  been  selected  to  serve  as  a  jury¬ 
man  in  the  United  States  court,  during  the  fall 
term. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Worcester  Coal  Co., 
of  Worcester,  Mass.,  has  passed  into  other  hands 
and  it  is  now  known  that  W.  M.  Boyd  &  Bro., 
of  Worcester,  have  obtained  control  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Joseph  R.  Ford,  of  Baltimore,  was  elected  a 
director  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Co. 
on  October  eleventh,  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors,  held  in  New  York  city.  He  succeeds 
Vice-President  John  B.  Thayer,  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  Co.,  who  resigned  some  time  ago. 

The  Hartford  &  New  York  Transportation 
Co.,  an  important  boating  line  to  the  coal  trade 
for  points  on  the  Connecticut  river,  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart¬ 
ford  railroad,  at  $77  per  share  of  stock,  the  par 
value  being  $35.  By  the  closing  of  this  deal  all 
competitive  water  transportation  business  on  the 
Connecticut  river  will  be  stopped. 

Brian  Evans,  treasurer  and  general  manager 
of  the  W.  L.  Righter  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  was 
married  to  Miss  Ruby  Douglas  on  Thursday  of 
last  week  at  the  home  of  the  bride,  204  West 
Seventy-eighth  street,  this  city.  The  wedding  was 
private.  The  bride  and  bridegroom  left  after  the 
ceremony  to  enjoy  a  ten  days’  trip  on  the  Jersey 
coast.  Atlantic  city  was  the  first  resort  visited. 

The  many  friends  of  O.  R.  Erklin,  who  is 
identified  with  the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at 
New  York,  will  regret  to  learn  of  the  death  of  his 
father,  Alexander  Erklin,  on  Monday,  October 
eighth,  from  heart  failure  at  the  age  of  sixty-two 
years.  The  funeral  services  were  held  on  Thurs¬ 
day  and  the  interment  was  made  at  Greenwood. 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  one  son,  who  is  referred 
to  above. 

Moses  T.  Hine,  formerly  a  coal  operator,  died 
on  Sunday  of  this  week,  in  his  eighty-sixth  year, 
at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Walter  S.  Hine,  1501 
Allegheny  avenue,  Philadelphia.  He  was  born  in 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  but  was  a  resident  of  Pottsville 
for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was  a  member 
for  fifty-six  years  of  Middleport  lodge,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  He  was  a  Methodist,  and  of  late  years  be¬ 
longed  to  the  Tioga  church,  Philadelphia. 

J.  B.  Weir,  general  manager  of  the  Falling 
Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  returned  the 
end  of  last  week  after  a  business  trip  of  tp 
days  to  the  company’s  mines  in  West  Virginia, 
also  visiting  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  a  view  of  se¬ 
curing  additional  cars  for  shipment  to  lake  points. 
Mr.  Weir  says  that  owing  to  the  great  shortage 
of  box  cars  on  the  various  roads,  especially  for 
lake  trade,  it  is  practically  impossible  to  secure 
the  equipment  necessary  to  fill  contracts  within 
the  time  limits. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Railroad  Co.,  held  last  Thursday,  several 
important  changes  were  made  in  the  office  of  the 
secretary,  at  Broad  street  station.  Robert  H. 
Groff,  assistant  secretary,  who  has  had  his  office 
in  New  York,  has  been  transferred  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  office  at  Philadelphia,  while  John  W.  Marshall 
was  made  assistant  to  the  secretary  and  assigned 
to  duty  in  New  York.  Mr.  Marshall  retains  the 
position  as  assistant  transfer  clerk  and  was  made 
registrar  of  bonds  as  well. 

At  a  business  meeting  of  the  Order  KoKoal, 
held  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  on  Monday, 
October  eighth,  the  question  of  organizing  a 
lunch  club  was  discussed,  with  the  purpose  of  se¬ 
curing  some  arrangement  where  members  could 
meet  daily  during  the  lunch  hour  to  enhance  the 
social  feature  of  the  order.  The  proposition  was 
unanimously  adopted  and  the  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  arrange  for  it  announce  that  pm- 
mencing  Monday,  October  fifteenth,  a  table  d’hote 
lunch  will  be  served  daily  to  the  members  of  the 
Order  KoKoal  in  the  restaurant  on  the  first 
floor  of  the  Washington  building.  The  club  will 
have  the  exclusive  us^  of  one  of  the  small  rooms 
for  the  entire  day,  where  they  can  meet  and  trans¬ 
act  business,  if  desired.  The  officer  of  the  order 
is  very  desirous  of  making  the  lunch  club  a  suc¬ 
cess  and  requests  that  all  members  patronize  it 
as  much  as  possible. 


The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.’s 
depot  agents  at  the  New  England  ports,  reached 
New  York  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  after  visit¬ 
ing  the  company’s  office  here,  proceeded  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  the  guests  of  the  coal  and  iron  com¬ 
pany.  From  this  place  they  will  make  a  trip  to 
the  anthracite  coal  mines,  and  be  entertained  for 
several  days  to  return  home  about  the  end  of 
the  week.  The  members  of  the  party  were  T. 
Myers  Richards  Jr.,  superintendent  at  Mystic 
Wharf  and  Salem ;  J.  Jacoby,  superintendent  at 
Newbiiryport,  and  Charles  Agard,  superintendent 
at  New  Bedford. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  facing  the 
most  serious  car  shortage  that  has  probably  ever 
been  experienced  in  the  history  of  the  trade,  has 
issued  an  appeal  to  shippers  to  hurry  back  its 
cars.  In  the  appeal  the  company  pleads  that  if 
shippers  will  only  save  one  hour’s  time  in  un¬ 
loading  cars  it  will  place  10,000  more  cars  at  the 
disposal  of  the  company.  While  a  demurrage 
charge  of  $1  a  day  is  charged  on  all  cars,  still 
the  company  is  constantly  losing  money  by  the 
delay.  The  company  has  thirty  men  on  the  road 
urging  station  agents  and  traffic  managers  of 
large  corporations  to  return  cars  as  soon  as 
possible. 

John  E.  Sheehy  has  been  appointed  receiver 
for  the  property  of  the  Standard  Briquette  Co., 
manufacturers  of  a  fuel  from  culm,  formerly  at 
Seventh  avenue  and  Twelfth  street.  New  York 
city,  on  the  application  of  Francois  Chally,  who 
obtained  judgments  against  the  company  on  Aug¬ 
ust  20,  190.3,  for  $4,953.  He  was  the  inventor  of 
the  process  used  by  the  company  and  the  object 
of  the  receivership  is  to  hold  several  patents 
which  are  the  property  of  the  company.  Charles 
Prudent  is  treasurer.  The  company  was  incor¬ 
porated  in  May,  1901,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$500,000,  but  has  not  been  in  active  business  for 
several  years. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad  Co.,  held  at 
Norfolk  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  it  was  unani¬ 
mously  voted  to  authorize  $34,000,000  of  com¬ 
mon  stock  to  be  issued  in  exchange  for  converti¬ 
ble  bonds.  The  issue  of  a  similar  amount  of 
bonds  is  to  be  used  to  carry  out  plans  for  im¬ 
provements  and  equipment.  The  annual  report 
shows  that  the  cost  of  maintenance  was  $4,749,832, 
an  increase  of  $832,564  over  last  year.  The  tons 
of  freight  carried  increased  3,414,311,  or  thirty-one 
per  cent,  while  the  freight  revenue  increased 
$3,863,403,  or  nineteen  per  cent.  The  coal  ship¬ 
ments  were  9,510,439  tons  an  increase  of  1,326,- 
863  tons,  or  sixteen  per  cent. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Railway  Co.  at  their  annual  meeting  last  week 
re-elected  George  F.  Baer  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Other  officers  and  directors  were  also  re¬ 
elected,  these  including  Richard  Toll,  treasurer  ; 
W.  R.  Taylor,  secretary,  and  the  following  di¬ 
rectors  :  H.  A.  Du  Pont,  Charles  Steele,  Joseph 
S.  Harris,  Edward  T.  Stolesbury,  H.  McK. 
Twombly  and  Henry  C.  Frick.  Officers  and  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  and  the  subsidiary  companies  were 
re-elected  with  the  exception  of  Edwin  F.  Smith, 
who  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Tamaqua, 
Hazleton  &  Northern  Railroad  Co.,  the  Slatington 
Railroad  Co.  and  the  Rupert  &  Bloomsburg  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  to  succeed  the  late  Col.  R.  M.  Ober- 
teuffer.  Mr.  Smith  was  also  named  to  succeed 
Hugh  De  Haven,  who  recently  resigned  as  a 
director  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Chester  Valley 
Railroad  Co. 

The  Maginnis  Coal  Briquette  Co.  is  a  new  or¬ 
ganization,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  manufacturing  from  the  different  varie¬ 
ties  of  coal,  lignite  and  coke  a  fuel  briquette. 
The  distinguishing  feature  of  this  product  from 
that  of  other  patent  fuels,  is  that  it  is  made  by 
the  cold  method,  known  as  the  Maginnis  process, 
as  no  heating  of  the  binders  is  required  on  that 
of  the  fine  coals  which  enter  into  the  product. 
This  cheapens  the  cost  of  manufacture  to  a  mini¬ 
mum.  The  company  controls  the  patents  of  a 
machine  designed  by  Mr.  Maginnis,  which  by 
demonstration  gives  a  great  pressure,  with  a 


larger  capacity  than  the  average  machine  now 
used.  The  plant  will  produce  125  tons  in  ten 
hours  and  on  a  double  shift  of  twenty  hours 
making  250  tons,  at  a  total  cost  of  $3  a  ton.  It 
,  is  proposed  to  locate  the  first  plant  in  a  city  like 
Chicago  or  St.  Louis,  where  hard  coal  is  higher 
in  price  by  reason  of  the  longer  transportation. 

The  superior  court  of  Pennsylvania  last  week 
handed  down  an  opinion  sustaining  the  court  of 
Somerset  county  in  a  decision  against  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad  in  a  suit  for  discrimination 
brought  by  John  M.  Wright,  a  coal  shipper. 
Wright  alleged  that  the  railroad  did  not  furnish 
him  with  the  cars  he  needed.  Judge  Henderson, 
in  sustaining  the  decision,  says :  “The  general 
obligation  of  a  railroad  company  to  furnish  the 
necessary  cars  to  carry  goods  offered  for  trans¬ 
portation  grows  out  of  the  public  nature  of  its 
business  and  does  not  depend  upon  contract.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  the  business  of  the  plaintiff 
brought  him  within  the  terms  of  the  statute.  Dis¬ 
crimination  between  individuals  is  forbidden  as 
well  as  between  individuals  and  transportation 
companies,  and  the  plaintiff’s  evidence  very  clearly 
shows  discrimination  against  him.  It  is  said  that 
the  plaintiff  was  not  a  shipper,  but  the  statute 
was  not  enacted  in  behalf  of  regular  shippers  or 
those  who  had  been  shippers  before  that  A  man 
has  a  right  to  begin  to  ship  goods,  and  it  is  the 
policy  of  the  law  to  encourage  the  legitimate  de¬ 
velopment  of  commerce.” 

The  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor  re¬ 
port  exports  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  United 
States  for  the  eight  months  of  the  year  up  to 
August  thirty-first,  as  compared  with  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  in  1905,  as  follows ;  Anthracite,  1,472,459  tons, 
against  1,574,721  tons,  a  decrease  of  102,262  tons; 
bituminous,  4,894,707  tons,  against  4,549,837  tons, 
an  increase  of  344,870  tons;  coke,  515,777  tons, 
against  396,150  tons,  an  increase  of  179,627  tons, 
making  a  total  of  6,882,943  tons,  an  increase  of 
362,235  tons.  Of  the  anthracite  coal  Canada  took 
the  largest  amount,  1,446,031  tons,  a  decrease  from 
last  year  of  106,721  tons ;  bituminous  coal,  3,280- 
202  tons  were  shipped  to  the  same  country,  an 
increase  of  153,499  tons.  The  exports  of  all 
varieties  to  Mexico  aggregated  765,789  tons,  an 
increase  of  174,220  tons  over  last  year;  while 
Cuba  took  439,682  tons,  an  increase  of  116,453 
tons.  The  imports  of  coal  and  coke  into  the 
United  States  for  the  same  period  aggregated  a 
total  of  1,322,536  tons,  of  which  86,234  tons  was 
coke,  and  11,999  tons  was  classed  as  anthracite. 
The  imports  from  Canada  were  1,021,993  tons,  an 
increase  of  162,123  tons,  most  of  this  coal,  outside 
of  the  Nova  Scotia  shipments  to  eastern  ports, 
comes  from  British  Columbia  for  the  Pacific 
coast  trade;  from  Great  Britain  there  were  96,- 
917  tons,  an  increase  of  46,226  tons  over  last  year, 
while  Australia  sent  121,493  tons,  an  increase  of 
13,055  tons. 

Newcastle  papers,  says  Consul  Metcalf,  are 
stating  that  the  forthcoming  repeal  of  the  coal 
tax  in  England  is  causing  higher  prices  to  be 
quoted  by  the  coal  trade  for  new  business,  and 
it  appears  they  wilt  be  obtained.  The  ship  own¬ 
ers,  too,  who  have  always  held  that  they  suf¬ 
fered  from  the  tax,  are  anticipating  proportion¬ 
ately  higher  coal  freights  after  November  first, 
and  the  foreign  buyer,  not  to  be  outdone,  is  de¬ 
ferring  current  shipments  until  after  the  tax  is 
removed,  so  as  to  secure  his  share.  There  are 
thus  a  number  of  claimants  for  the  one  shilling 
a  ton  impost,  of  which  the  coal  export  trade  is 
to  be  relieved,  and  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
all  be  satisfied.  The  miners  can  not  fairly  claim 
an  advance  in  wages  until  higher  prices,  actually 
secured,  entitle  them  to  it,  and  if  such  higher 
prices  are  obtained  the  advance  in  wages  will 
come  from  the  sliding  scale.  Cardiff,  however, 
reports  that  the  conciliation  board  granted  the 
Welsh  miners  an  increase  of  two  and  a  half  per 
cent  from  June  first,  and  five  per  cent  on  Sep¬ 
tember  first,  owing  to  the  improvement  in  prices, 
and  with  the  repeal  of  the  export  tax,  the  miners 
will  undoubtedly  ask  for  another  increase  for 
December.  The  increase  of  coal  exports  from  the 
Bristol  channel  ports  during  August,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  August,  1905,  was  204,016  tons, 
of  which  Cardiff  furnished  147,776  tons.  The 
best  Cardiff  coal  is  now  quoted  at  $3.71  a  ton, 
and  the  best  patent  fuel  at  $3.95  a  ton,  of  which 
much  is  exported  to  Mexico. 
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Western  Coal  and  Coke  J\lotes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Ltd.,  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Port  Arthur,  Ont.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000. 

The  Aetna  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  a  capital  stock  of  five  thousand 
dollars  at  Portage,  Pa. 

A  company  to  manufacture  fuel  and  other 
products  from  peat  has  been  organized  at  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Fla.,  wtih  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 

Clemmens  &  Sons  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  to  conduct  a  general 
coal  and  mining  business.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  new  company  is  $10,000. 

The  Dray  Fork  Coal  &  Timber  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $30,000.  The  incorporators  are  R.  P. 
Tucker  and  R.  L.  Montague. 

The  Citizens’  Ice,  Fuel  &  Cold  Storage  Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $14,000  by  F.  Stephens,  William 
Schaffer,  R.  Schaffer  and  others. 

The  Benton-Franklin  County  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Benton,  Ill.,  by  R.  D.  Kirkpatrick, 
Robert  R.  Ward  and  J.  T.  Chenault.  The  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000. 

The  Clearfield  &  Grampian  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Clearfield,  Pa.,  to  mine,  buy  and 
sell  bituminous  coal.  The  incorporators  are  A. 
K.  Wright,  W.  D.  Bigler  and  G.  R.  Bigler. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Sparland  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators 
are  John  M.  Phelps,  L.  C.  Bonney  and  C.  B. 
Durborn. 

The  Enterprise  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Belleville,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $2,000.  The  incorporators  are  R.  Schram,  Phil¬ 
lip  May  Jr.,  Charles  Schram,  W.  G.  Pannier  and 
John  L.  Osier. 

The  North  British  Development  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  by  J.  L.  Baum, 
A.  B.  Baum,  S.  S.  Liebesman  and  H.  B.  Liebes- 
man.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of  five 
million  dollars. 

The  New  Diamond  Jellico  Coal  Co.  has  filed 
articles  of  incorporation  at  Frankfort,  Ky.  Ihe 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $25,000  and  the 
incorporators  are  E.  F.  Arthur,  A.  A.  Arthur  and 
E.  S.  Moss. 

The  McLeish  Euel  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  The  company_  will  probably  take 
over  the  assets  of  the  McLeish  Coal  Co.,  which 
will  be  sold  at  auction. 

The  Liberty  Mine  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Alexandria,  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $75,000. 
The  company  will  conduct  a  general  coal  and 
mining  business  and  is  incorporated  by  D.  O. 

•  Thomas,  N.  Bickford  and  R.  H.  Ducket. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Gauster-Keller  Coal  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators 
are  E.  E.  Gauster,  E.  T.  Hoffman,  Charles  F. 
Keller,  Henry  Hoffman  and  K.  Gauster. 

The  Brookside  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Wilmington,  Del.,  to  engage  in  the  mining  and 
marketing  of  anthracite  coal  and  to  explore  and 
prospect  for  coal  lands.  The  incorporators  are  all 
of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  the  capital  stock  is  $50,000. 

The  Radnor  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Camden,  Pa.,  to  mine,  buy,  sell  and 
deal  in  anthracite  coal.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $15,000  and  the  incorporators  are 
Samuel  Styer,  George  W.  Clark  and  Howard  L. 
Merrick. 

The  Wyatt  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  for 
the  purpose  of  operating  in  the  Cabin  Creek  dis¬ 
trict  of  West  Virginia.  The  incorporators  of  the 
company  are  J.  B.  Lewis,  M.  F.  Davis,  L.  Prich¬ 
ard  and  H.  A.  Robson,  and  the  capital  stock  is 
$150,000. 

The  Riverton  Coal  Mining  &  Development  Co. 
has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  at  Phoenix, 


Arizona.  The  company  wil  develop,  sell  and  deal 
in  mines  and  mining  properties  and  has  a  capital 
stock  of  $500,000,  divided  into  shares  of  one  dol¬ 
lar  each. 

The  Utile  Coal  Co.,  of  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000 
to  acquire  coal  lands,  mine  coal,  etc.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  S.  M.  Noyes,  J.  L.  Dickey,  F.  J. 
Fox,  Frank  A.  O’Brien  and  A.  P.  Beardsley,  all 
of  Wheeling. 

The  Hackett’s  Creek  Coal  Co.  and  the  Clear 
Fork  Coal  Co.  have  been  incorporated  to  operate 
in  the  Clear  Fork  district  of  Tennessee.  The 
general  offices  of  the  companies  are  in  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  the  incorporators  are  of  this 
city  and  Louisville. 

The  Tide  Water  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $500,000  to  mine  coal  and  other  min¬ 
erals.  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
Henry  W.  Wick,  Robert  Bentley,  C.  D.  Hine, 
J.  G.  Butler  and  John  C.  Wick. 

The  Oxford  Coal  Co.,  Portland,  Maine,  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000  divided  into  shares  of  two  dol¬ 
lars  each.  The  company  will  deal  in  fuel  of  all 
kinds  and  is  incorporated  by  William  M.  Hufcut, 
Charles  A.  Rainsborough  and  Percy  M.  Andrews. 

J.  M.  Richards  is  just  completing  the  final  de¬ 
tails  of  establishing  an  extensive  coal  business  at 
New  Orleans,  La.,  having  already  purchased  one 
thousand  feet  of  wharf  room  in  Algiers.  By 
December  first  Mr.  Richards  expects  to  have 
thirty  thousand  tons  of  coal  on  hand,  mostly 
New  River  and  Kanawha  product. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes- 

The  city  council  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  has  given 
the  service  board  authority  to  spend  seven  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  for  a  new  coal  shed  at  the  water¬ 
works  department.  The  structure  will  have  a 
capacity  of  1,500  tons. 

The  Phoenix  Coal  Co.,  while  drilling  a  hole 
near  Cornell,  Ill.,  a  few  days  ago,  discovered  a 
vein  of  coal  of  over  three  feet  in  thickness  at  a 
depth  of  348  feet.  The  coal  is  pronounced  to  be 
of  splendid  quality,  and  the  vein  will  be  devel¬ 
oped  at  once. 

The  Wabash  railroad  has  purchased  consider¬ 
able  river  frontage  property  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  will  erect  the  largest  coal  and  ore  docks  m 
that  city.  The  general  improvement  plans  call 
for  extensive  docks  equipped  with  the  most  mod¬ 
ern  loading  and  unloading  facilities. 

Thomas  W.  Davis,  prominent  in  mining  circles 
at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  has  been  elected  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  National  Association  of  Operators, 
Commissioners  and  Secretaries  of  Coal  Asso¬ 
ciations.  The  indications  are  that  next  year  Mr. 
Davis  will  be  elevated  to  the  head  of  this  or¬ 
ganization. 

H.  Foster  Bain,  director  of  the  Illinois  state 
geological  survey,  is  working  with  a  crew  of  men 
in  the  vicinity  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  making  a  survey 
of  the  coal  lands  in  that  section.  The  report 
which  the  present  commission  will  make  will  be 
supplemental  to  that  made  by  the  government  and 
will  give  the  value  of  coal  lands  throughout  the 
different  parts  of  the  state. 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

The  Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co.  has  purchased 
the  coal  underlying  the  Calvin  Gibson  farm,  near 
Latrobe,  Pa.  The  farm  contains  about  150  acres 
and  the  consideration  paid  was  one  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  per  acre. 

C.  B.  McManus,  formerly  general  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Southern  railway  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  has  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Munsing 
Coal  Exchange  at  Middlesboro,  Ky.  The  con¬ 
sideration  paid  for  his  interest  was  $100,000. 

Adam  E.  Hitchens,  a  prominent  coal  operator 
of  Erostburg,  Pa.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  the 
age  of  seventy-four  years.  Mr.  H.tchens  was 
superintendent  of  the  Barton  and  Georges  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  and  was  also  the  organizer  of  the 


Hitchens  Brothers  Co.,  operating  large  stores 
at  Frostburg. 

The  New  Orleans  (La.)  docks  of  the  West 
Kentucky  Coal- Co.,  Paducah,  Ky.,  were  slightly 
injured  by  the  terrific  storm  experienced  in 
that  section  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  damage  will 
not  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  company. 

The  repairs  being  made  to  the  mine  of  the 
Elm  Grove  Coal  Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  have 
nearly  been  completed,  and  it  is  thought  that 
by  the  first  of  November  operations  will  be 
started.  An  additional  force  of  men  is  being 
hired,  as  the  output  of  the  mines  is  to  be  greatly 
increased. 


General  Retail  Notes. 

The  price  of  coal  at  retail  in  Lexington,  Ky.. 
has  been  advanced  fifty  cents  a  ton. 

J.  E.  Defenbaugh,  formerly  a  retail  coal  and 
wood  dealer  at  Streator,  Ill.,  has  purchased  the 
coal  yard  at  Chillicothe,  Ill.,  of  S.  Brenner. 

T.  J.  Sullivan,  prominent  retail  coal  dealer 
of  Springfield,  Mass.,  has  opened  a  branch  office 
on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Bridge  streets.  West 
Springfield. 

The  coal  and  wood  yard  formerly  owned  and 
operated  by  Rickard  &  Co.,  Schohaire,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  sold  to  C.  Wilsey,  of  Howes  Cave,  and  1. 
Wilsey,  of  Schoharie. 

The  retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  E.  Lohr, 
York,  Neb.,  has  been  disposed  of  to  Huegel 
Brothers.  Mr.  Lohr  was  formerly  chief  of  the 
fire  department  of  that  city. 

The  Bruce  Coal  Co.,  Joliet,  Ill.,  has  opened 
a  retail  coal  office  at  Eastern  avenue  and  Wash¬ 
ington  street.  The  company  also  conducts  a  large 
wholesale  business  in  that  city. 

Dealers  of  Bloomington,  Ill.,  report  business  as 
being  better  at  present  on  account  of  the  cold 
snap,  than  it  has  been  since  last  winter.  A  steady 
trade  is  looked  for  from  now  on. 

A  retail  coal  and  wood  business  has  been  es¬ 
tablished  at  Estherville,  Iowa,  by  Walter  Crowell. 
Extensive  sheds  have  been  built  near  the  depot 
of  the  Mineapolis  &  St.  Louis  railroad. 

The  Morris  Coal  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has 
been  fined  twenty-five  dollars  for  delivering  a 
load  of  coal  to  the  home  of  J.  Kelly,  of  that 
city,  which  it  is  alleged  was  short  weight. 

The  Laird-Norton  Coal  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
has  erected  a  large  and  modern  coal  shed  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city  to  be  used  as  a  store 
room  for  the  large  supplies  of  coal  which  are 
kept  during  the  fall  and  winter. 

Gen.  J.  T.  Wilder,  for  many  years  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Fentress  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  has  resigned  that  position  and  has  been 
succeeded  by  W.  J.  Nixon,  of  Chattanooga.  Fail¬ 
ing  health  is  assigned  as  the  reason  for  Gen. 
Wilder’s  resignation. 

County  and  state  officials  at  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
state  they  have  secured  information  which  leads 
them  to  believe  that  there  is  a  combine  of  both 
retail  and  wholesale  coal  dealers.  No  names  have 
yet  been  disclosed  but  it  is  thought  likely  that 
proceedings  will  be  instituted  in  the  near  future. 

As  a  result  of  a  price  cutting  w'.r  at  Rens¬ 
selaer,  Ind.,  anthracite  coal,  which  had  been 
selling  at  $7.80  per  ton,  is  now  selling  at  $7.25 
per  ton,  and  the  indications  are  that  it  may  go 
still  lower.  The  consumers  are  taking  advantage 
of  these  low  prices  and  are  filling  their  bins 
in  anticipation  of  higher  prices  when  the  rate 
war  is  at  an  end. 

Coal  dealers  association  of  the  southeastern 
states  held  their  first  annual  convention  at  At¬ 
lanta,  Ga.,  October  16th,  and  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected :  R.  W.  Graves,  president, 
Rome,  Ga. ;  W.  F.  Plane,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  vice-presidents,  A.  G.  Gower, 
Greenville,  S.  C.,  F.  W.  Weaver,  Asheville,  N.  C., 
and  W.  F.  Vandiver,  Montgomery,  Ala.  The 
meeting  was  held  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
plans  for  the  conduct  of  business. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  October  14. —  {Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — Contrary  to  gen¬ 
eral  expectation  and  with  some  division 
of  sentiment  as  to  the  expediency  of 
such  a  move,  the  circular  price  on  Hock¬ 
ing  domestic  lump  was  advanced  from 
$1.75  to  $2.00  on  Monday  last.  In  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  being  able  to  sustain  the  latter 
figure  this  action  appears  to  have  been 
justified,  as  the  market  seems  ready  just 
at  the  present  time  to  take  care  of  all 
the  coal  that  comes  to  it  at  any  price. 

The  little  touch  of  winter  last  week 
seemed  to  throw  country  dealers  into  a 
panic.  To  use  the  expression  of  one  of 
the  large  operators,  it  simply  rained  or¬ 
ders,  the  mails  for  one  or  two  days  being 
heavier  than  for  several  preceding  weeks 
combined.  No  one  is  hoping  for  severe 
weather  yet  awhile,  as  it  would  require 
the  services  of  a  force  of  able-bodied 
clerks  to  keep  turning  down  business, 
whereas  a  mild  autumn  will  give  oppor¬ 
tunity  if  not  to  catch  up  with  orders,  to 
at  least  handle  trade  in  a  systematic  kind 
of  manner. 

Conditions  in  the  country  districts  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  much  worse  than  in  the  cities. 
This  applies  generally  throughout  the 
territory  reached  by  Hocking  domestic 
coal.  It  is  due  not  so  much  to  lack 
of  foresight  in  the  dealers  as  to  the 
tardiness  of  the  consumer  in  laying  m 
winter  supply.  Under  stress  of  a  uni¬ 
versal  demand,  precipitated  by  actual 
need,  on  the  part  of  the  public,  the  stocks 
of  dealers  are  quickly  exhausted. 

The  new  Hocking  circular  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Domestic  lump,  $2.00 ;  three- 
quarter,  $1.90;  run-of-mine,  $1.65;  do¬ 
mestic  nut,  $1.50 ;  pea,  $1.35 ;  nut,  pea  and 
slack,  $1.10;  coarse  slack,  85c.  Talk  is 
already  current  that  these  figures  will  go 
still  higher  on  November  1.  Advices 
from  Chicago  on  Wednesday  were  to 
the  effect  that  the  best  grades  of  Hock¬ 
ing  lump  were  commanding  from  10c  to 
15c  premium. 

On  West  Virginia  coals  controlled 
from  this  market,  the  quotation  for  Ka¬ 
nawha  splint  lump  and  Smithers  Creek 
is  $2.00,  three-quarter,  $1.60,  and  run- 
of-mine,  $1.45.  The  new  prices  for  War 
Eagle  smokeless,  which  went  into  effect 
on  Monday,  are  $2.25  for  lump  and  egg, 
$1.50  for  run-of-mine.  Orders  for  any¬ 
thing  like  present  delivery  are  being 
refused  on  lump  and  egg. 

Much  significance  is  attached  to  a 
published  interview  a  few  days  since 
with  Superintendent  of  Car  Service 
Timer,  of  the  Hocking  Valley,  in  which 
he  speaks  of  the  existing  car  shortage  as 
being  simply  awful,  much  worse  than 
anything  he  has  ever  experienced.  He 
gives  as  a  reason  that  the  business  and 
prosperity  of  the  country  has  outgrown 
the  transportation  facilities  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  and  they  can  not  get  cars  fast 
enough  to  keep  up  with  the  march  of 
business.  Every  car  factory  is  crowded 
with  orders,  he  states,  and  no  concern 
would  agree  to  meet  demands  for  new 
cars  under  eighteen  months’  delivery. 
He  contends  that  not  a  road  in  the  coun¬ 
try  has  nearly  enough  freight  equipment 
to  handle  its  business,  and  from  all  in¬ 
dications  the  new  equipment  now  being 
turned  out  will  not  help  the  situation,  as 
business  is  increasing  in  a  corresponding 
proportion. 

Those  who  have  professed  to  see  a 
really  desperate  state  of  affairs  in  the 
matter  of  a  car  famine  as  winter  ap¬ 
proached  seem  likely  to  have  their  pre¬ 
dictions  justified.  Thus  early  there  is  an 
average  supply  in  this  territory  of  less 
than  forty  per  cent  of  demand  and  some 
localities  of  the  same  report  a  much 
lower  proportion.  Coal  operators  and 
railroad  officials  are  working  hand  in 


hand  to  bring  about  relief,  or  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  situation  from  getting  worse. 
'I'he  movement  of  the  beet  su(jar  crop  in 
Michigan  is  credited  with  being  a  con¬ 
siderable  factor  in  the  increased  scarcity 
and  it  is  reported  that  spotters  are  be¬ 
ing  employed  by  some  of  the  Hocking 
operators  to  report  to  the  railroads  such 
cars  as  are  being  held  without  warrant 
by  the  beet  shippers,  with  a  view  to  hav¬ 
ing  requisitions  made  for  their  return. 

Local  retail  prices  on  coal  have  been 
uniformly  fixed  to  correspond  with  the 
increased  cost  of  coal  at  the  mines.  The 
quotations  of  $3,50  for  Hocking  lump, 
$3.75  for  West  Virginia  and  $4.50  for 
smokeless  mark  the  highest  point  they 
have  reached  here  in  a  number  of  years. 

T-ests  made  of  coking  coal  from  the 
Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  district  by  the 
Hisylvania  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  through 
experts  at  Ohio  State  University,  have 
proved  disappointing,  as  showing  a  much 
higher  per  cent  of  sulphur  than  was  sus¬ 
pected.  The  results  of  further  experi¬ 
ments  in  washing  will  determine  whether 
or  not  a  pending  deal  of  very  large  pro¬ 
portions  goes  through.  J.  W.  Blower, 
genera!  manager  of  the  Hisylvania,  has 
been  making  extensive  investigations,  in 
connection  with  prominent  Pittsburg 
parties,  of  the  possibilities  of  a  certain 
property  within  the  territory  named, 
having  wonderful  coal  resources. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

Among  the  week’s  Chicago  visitors 
was  E.  S.  Van  Sant,  of  the  Globe  Coal 
Co. 

Mrs.  Louise  Shields,  retail  coal  dealer 
at  Marysville,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on 
Monday. 

H.  L.  Molineaux,  of  the  Central  States 
Fuel  Co..  Chicago,  was  a  recent  visitor 
to  Columbus. 

N.  E.  Arnold,  of  the  A.  L.  Chapman 
Co.,  Marion,  Ohio,  paid  Columbus  a  visit 
on  Wednesday. 

Andrew  Lorimer,  of  the  John  S.  Lori- 
mer’s  Sons  Coal  Co.,  Detroit,  was  in 
town  on  Tuesday. 

W.  K.  Field,  vice-president  of  the 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Chicago. 

E.  B.  Hughes,  general  manager  of  the 
Washington  Fuel  Co.,  was  in  Chicago 
the  fore  part  of  the  week  on  business. 

President  Dean,  of  the  Dean  Coal  Co., 
spent  several  days  last  week  inspecting 
certain  mining  properties  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley  in  which  he  is  interested. 

S.  H.  Foster,  general  manager  of  the 
War  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  left  on  Monday  for 
Norfolk,  Va.,  to  close  a  large  contract 
for  run-of-mine.  He  will  also  visit  Roa¬ 
noke  and  his  company’s  mines  at  War 
Eagle,  Va.,  before  his  return,  which  w’ll 
not  occur  until  next  week. 

Frederic  G.  Hatton,  secretary  of  the 
Middle  States  Coal  Co.,  was  married 
on  W’ednesday  evening  last  to  Miss 
Margaret  Coulson,  of  Columbus.  The\- 
will  make  their  future  home  at  Sanforci 
S.  C.,  at  which  place  Mr.  Hatton  has 
accepted  a  position  as  vice-president  of 
the  .\tlantic  &  Western  railway. 

The  demurrage  question  at  issue  be¬ 
tween  the  railroads  and  the  Ohio  Ship¬ 
pers’  Association,  which  was  to  have 
come  before  the  railway  commission  this 
week,  has  again  been  postponed  by  mu¬ 
tual  consent,  owing  to  the  crowded  con¬ 
dition  of  Columbus  hotels,  caused  by  the 
national  convention  of  street  railway 
men  now  in  session  here.  It  was  found 


impossible  to  secure  accommodations  for 
witnesses.  The  case  will  come  up  on 
November  fourteenth.  The  retail  coal 
men,  who  are  vitally  interested  in  the 
matter,  will  meet  here  at  the  offices  of 
their  state  association  headquarters  on 
Friday,  October  twenty-sixth,  on  which 
date  Secretary  Ford  S.  Cate  has  ar¬ 
ranged  for  an  informal  hearing  by  the 
railway  commission,  when  the  coal  phase 
of  the  controversy  will  be  thoroughly 
canvassed. 

The  initiatory  koruskation  of  Colum¬ 
bus  Kokoals,  which  occurs  on  the  even¬ 
ing  of  October  twenty-sixth,  promises 
to  be  a  memorable  event.  An  enthusi¬ 
astic  interest  in  the  order  has  been  de¬ 
veloped  among  local  coal  men  through 
the  efforts  of  C.  M.  Anderson,  skout 
for  Columbus,  Frank  Koehne,  skout  for 
central  Ohio,  and  Ford  S.  Cate,  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale  and  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association,  who  is  one  of 
the  national  officers.  A  class  of  forty  or 
more  is  assured.  The  affair  will  take 
place  at  the  Chittenden  hotel,  a  suite 
of  parlors  and  the  German  room  having 
been  reserved.  A  number  of  prominent 
Kokoals  from  a  distance  will  be  present 
to  assist  in  the  initiation.  The  latter  will 
be  followed  by  a  buffet  lunch  and 
smoker,  which  will  be  enlivened  by 
music  and  other  entertainment. 

A  number  of  Columbus  coal  officials 
have  been  pressed  into  attendance  as 
witnesses  this  week  at  the  circuit  court 
in  the  widely-exploited  case  of  the  John¬ 
son  Coal  Co.  against  the  Hocking  Valley 
railway.  The  action  which  has  been 
on  the  dockets  for  quite  a  long  period 
grew  out  of  a  controversy,  since  pri¬ 
vately  adjusted,  over  giving  the  coal 
company  named  an  outlet  for  its  mines 
The  matter  is  now  being  prosecuted  by 
the  state  and  involves,  incidentally,  the 
legality  of  the  recent  merger  of  the 
Hocking  Valley,  the  T.  &  O.  C.  and  the 
K.  &  M.  railways,  which  just  at  this 
time  is  coming  in  for  a  large  share  of 
public  attention.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
settlement  contract  between  the  Johnson 
companj’  and  the  Hocking  Valley  will 
show  that  the  former  was  required  to 
organize  and  equip  a  railroad  known  as 
the  Athens  &  Northern,  at  an  expense 
of  $50,000.  The  general  defense  of  the 
railroads  is  that  the  independent  oper¬ 
ators  conduct  their  business  on  too  small 
a  scale  to  make  it  profitable  for  trans¬ 
portation  companies  to  connect  them  up 
with  its  lines. 


Should  you  be  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  Kanawha  Splint 
and  Gas  or  New  River 
Pocahontas  Smokeless  Coals 
just  drop  the  hint  to  the 

KANAWHA  4  OHIO  FUEL  CO. 

MINERS  and  SBIPPERS 
405-406  Hayden  Bldg.  •  Columbus,  Ohio 


A.  B  WillsoD.  Jai.  A.  Ueochey  C.  S.  Biooi 

The  Capitol  Coal 4 
Coke  Co. 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas, 

y  oughiogheny, 
Thacker,  Hocking, 

Capitol  Splint  and 
Westmoreland  Gas  Coal 

FOUNDRY,  FURNACE  AND 
DOMESTIC  COKE 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


Mine  31.  — — Shafer  .Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Ollice:  88-91  Griswold  Street 
H.  G.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein. 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  i  oal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunda'y  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawhac  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre* 
donla.N.  Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod- 


■’Si®  *1?  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to^us  st^redonfa.  N.Y. 

We  hSTe  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  In  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 
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Market  and 

Office  of  The  Black  DiamonDj 
Pittsburg,  October  18. 

“This  car  shortage  situation  is  the 
niy  thing  that  has  saved,  and  is  now 
iving  the  coal  trade  from  disaster.” 
The  aTove  are  the  words  of  a 
rominent  manufacturer  who  uses 
lany  tons  a  year  of  both  coal  and 

oke.  . 

The  present  situation  in  Pittsburg 
f  the  coal  and  coke  trade  is  one  of 
nprecedented  activity.  The  volume 
f  business  done  is  limited  entirely  by 
be  supply  of  cars  to  transport  the 
roduct  to  the  ends  of  the  country, 
'he  remark  of  the  manufacturer 
uoted  above  is  very  pertinent  at  this 
ime.  If  there  were  an  unlimited  sup- 
ly  of  cars  at  the  present  time,  the 
atal  of  shipments  of  both  coal  and 
oke  from  this  section  would  be  very 
inch  larger  than  it  is  now.  At  pres- 
nt  the  volume  of  tonnage  of  coal  and 
oke  sent  out  of  what  is  known  as 
be  Pittsburg  district  is  enormous; 
irger  than  has  been  known  or  ever 
quailed  in  the  past. 

Given  an  unlimited  supply  of  cars 
0  carry  the  product,  and  a  sufficient 
umber  of  men  to  man  the  mines  and 
vens,  and  the  result  would  be  hard 
0  estimate. 

Pertinent  to  the  above,  a  plan  has 
leen  suggested  and  will  be  carried 
ait,  whereby  the  congestion  of  the 
:eneral  freight  tonnage  offered  to  the 
ailroads  will  be  diminished.  The 
iroposition  is  to  load  barges  with 
reight  for  all  down-the-river  points, 
,nd  have  the  merchandise  conveyed 
ly  water  to  various  river  cities.  This 
efers,  of  course,  to  what  is  known  as 
'slow  shipments”;  that  is,  stuff  that 
s  not  wanted  for  quick  or  regular  rail 
lelivery.  This  plan  will  no  doubt 
elieve  the  congestion  somewhat;  but, 
vhen  a  person  stops  and  calculates 
he  enormous  volume  of  merchandise 
hat  is  received  each  day  in  Pitts- 
uirg  alone,  and  then  figures  up  the 
mmense  tonnage  that  daily  leaves  the 
listrict,  the  conclusion  is  inevitable 
hat  the  plan  is  feasible,  but  the  relief 
offered  by  it*  is  but  trifling. 

It  has  been  many  years  since 
:he  trunk  lines  of  railroads  leading 
lut  of  Pittsburg  have  had  such  a 
leavy  tonnage  as  they  are  now  hav- 
ng;  and,  the  major  part  of  this  is 
:oal  and  coke.  Coming  into  the  city 
:he  freight  is  principally  iron  ore. 

The  shipments  for  the  past  week 
if  coal  and  coke  show  a  large  increase 
aver  the  previous  week. 

The  labor  problem  in  the  district  is 
unchanged;  there  have  been  no 
strikes;  on  the  contrary,  the  miners 
seem  to  be  imbued  with  the  general 
and  prevailing  spirit  of  enterprise,  and 
are  all  at  work.  At  some  of  the  mines 
they  are  putting  in  over  time.  Ex¬ 
perienced  men  are  so  scarce  that  they 
can  not  be  obtained  at  all;  men  that 
could  be  trained  to  the  work  of  min¬ 
ing  coal  are  almost  as  scarce,  and  the 
result  is  with  many  of  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors  that  they  are  discouraged  with 
this  state  of  affairs. 

During  the  last  few  days  a  shortage 
of  natural  gas  has  occurred  in  this  sec¬ 
tion  ;  the  shortage  in  Pittsburg  was  the 
result  of  an  accident,  but  the  shortage 
in  the  Ohio  river  section  is  more  serious. 
For  many  years  the  section  known  as 
the  Ohio  valley  has  been  using  gas ;  so 
abundant  has  it  been  that  all  of  the 
manufacturing  concerns  have  been  using 
it  without  stint.  For  a  number  of 
months  the  supply  has  been  gradually 
growing  less,  resulting  in  the  forced 
attitude  of  the  company  controlling  the 
wells  announcing  that  they  could  not 
supply  pas  to  any  manufacturing  con¬ 
cerns.  As  a  result  the  large  number 
of  plants  in  this  section,  the  Ohio  valley, 
have  gone  back  to  the  use  of  coal.  This 
means  that  thousands  of  tons  of  coal 
will  be  now  needed  by  the  manufactur¬ 
ing  concerns  in  the  section  mentioned. 


Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Great  developments  in  both  the  coal  and 
coke  industries  have  been  going  on  in 
Washington  county,  near  Pittsburg,  for 
some  weeks  past.  The  latest  enterprise 
that  has  been  put  forth,  and  one  which 
is  of  large  magnitude,  is  the  deal  just 
made  between  the  Jones  &  Laughlin 
Steel  Co.  and  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co. 
in  which  the  latter  company  sells  to 
the  former  corporation  five  thousand 
acres  of  valuable  coal  lands.  This 
property  lies  contiguous  to  present 
holdings  of  the  steel  company,  and  adds 
very  valuable  possessions  to  their  pres¬ 
ent  large  ownership  in  the  section 
named.  It  is  understood  that,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  inability  to  get  supplies' 
of  coke  from  the  Connellsville  region, 
or  to  secure  possession  of  satisfactory 
coal  property  in  this  section,  the  Jones 
&  Laughlin  Co.  propose  to  develop 
their  large  holdings  in  Washington 
county,  and  it  is  said  that  the  coke  pro¬ 
duced  there  is  equal  to  the  coke  made 
in  the  Connellsville  basin. 

Prices  of  both  coal  and  coke  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  are  considerably 
higher  than  a  week  ago.  The  demand 
is  greater  than  it  has  been  for  several 
weeks,  and  it  is  imoossible  for  the  op¬ 
erators  to  supply  the  demands  made 
upon  them.  The  principal  operators  are 
sold  ahead,  and  are  refusing  orders ; 
some  of  them  are  booking  orders  for 
next  year’s  delivery  at  prices  that  are 
considered  stiff. 

A  safe  price  for  run-of-mine  coal  is 
$1.30  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This  is 
at  least  ten  cents  per  ton  higher  than 
ruling  quotations  of  last  week.  Three- 
fourths  inch  has  jumped  up  to  $1.40@ 
1.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  lump  is 
strong  at  $1.60@1.70  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  and  slack  is  selling  for  90c@$1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

On  all  grades  the  price  is  higher  than 
a  week  ago;  the  demand  is  greater,  and 
the  supply  seems  to  be  less. 

The  coke  market,  in  sympathy  with 
the  demand  for  coal,  shows  a  decided 
advance  also.  Furnace  coke  is  bring¬ 
ing  $3.25@3.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 
Many  contracts  are  being  made  for  next 
year’s  delivery  at  $3.25. 

Foundry  grade  is  selling  for  $3.85 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  for  present 
delivery:  for  future  or  next  year’s  de- 
liverv  contracts  are  being  booked  for 

$3.7.5' 

On  both  grades  of  coke  prices  are 
higher,  and  producers  are  booked  up 
with  orders,  both  for  present  and  future 
delivery.  Coke  producers  advise  that 
the  supply  of  box  cars  is  much  below 
the  requirements.  Other  classes  of  cars 
are  in  better  supply. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the 
retail  coal  and  coke  situation. 

A  pertinent  commentary  on  the  situ¬ 
ation  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  noted 
by  calling  attention  to  this  fact :  Not 
since  their  incorporation  has  there  been 
such  interest  manifested  in  the  stocks 
of  the  three  leading  coal  corporations, 
whose  houses  are  in  Pittsburg,  as  ex¬ 
ists  at  the  present  time. 

All  three  of  these  companies  have 
been  “up  against  it,”  but  each  one  of 
them  have  weathered  the  storms  that 
buffeted  against  them.  As  a  result  they 
are  all  not  only  busy,  but  implicit  con¬ 
fidence  has  been  restored  in  them,  and 
the  multitude  of  stockholders  are  satis¬ 
fied  with  the  present  outlook  of  all  these 
concerns. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

B.  IT.  Hammiil,  general  sales  agent 
of  tile  Monongahcla  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  gone  west 
on  a  business  trip. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Eric  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  has  just  placed  an  order  for 
one  thousand  steel  coal  cars  with  the 
Standard  Car  Co.  of  Butler,  Pa.  The 
railroad  company  are  now  receiving, 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  large  numbers 


of  coke  cars,  part  of  a  former  order 
placed  with  the  Butler  company. 

Pittsburgers  had  a  cold  experience 
this  week,  and  one  which  showed  the 
unpleasant  uncertainty  of  depending 
upon  such  a  volatile  and  whimsical 
aiticle  as  natural  gas. 

The  shipments  from  the  lower  Con¬ 
nellsville  region  aggregated  4,03!)  cars. 
These  shipments  are  estimated  at 
10,715  tons,  making  a  total  for  both 
regions  of  380,498  tons. 

Twenty  thousand  families  ate  cold 
breakfasts  a  few  mornings  ago  in  the 
city,  and  a  hundred  thousand  persons 
crawled  out  of  w'arm  beds  to  shiver 
while  they  hurried  into  their  togs. 

The  cause  of  the  shortage  was  a 
break  in  the  main  pipe  of  the  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Natural  Gas  Co.  These  breaks 
always  occur  at  the  worst  possible 
times,  and  never  in  warm  or  mild 
weather. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  the  hustling  inde¬ 
pendent  coal  operator,  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  a  business  trip  through 
western  cities.  Tie  reports  the  de-y’ 
mand  for  coal  in  the  middle  west  asl 
strong,  and  prices  good. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  orig¬ 
inating  along  the  lines  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie 
for  the  week  ending  October  (5  ag¬ 
gregated  973,646  tons.  An  increase 
over  the  previous  week. 

The  Manufacturers’  Light  and 
Heat  Co.,  that  supplies  gas  to  the 
section  mentioned,  has  announced  ’ 
that  they  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
supply  the  fuel  to  manufacturing  con¬ 
cerns.  It  is  stated  that  all  of  the 
manufacturers  in  this  great  field  are 
arranging  to  go  back  at  once  to  the 
use  of  coal. 

Sales  of  River  Coal  Common  stock 
have  been  larger  this  week  at  the 
Stock  Exchange  than  for  the  previ¬ 
ous  ten  months  combined.  The  larg¬ 
est  single  transaction  was  seven  hun¬ 
dred  shares  at  eight.  The  preferred 
was  also  firmer  at  twenty-six.  which 
is  w'ithin  a  dollar  a  share  of  the  high 
price  quoted  last  January. 


R  A  I  Iv» 


Mr.  L.  Green,  formerly  with  the 
L.  K.  Hirsch  Company,  dealers  in 
new  and  second-hand  rails,  has 
launched  in  business  for  himself. 
Mr.  Green  has  had  many  years  of  ex¬ 
perience  in  this  line,  especially  in 
cfiuipping  coal  mines  and  coke  plants. 
Mr.  Green’s  offices  are  located  at 
room  807  Keystone  building,  Pitts¬ 
burg. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Coal  Co.  is 
in  the  front  rank  of  these  improve¬ 
ments.  In  addition  to  their  great  en¬ 
terprise  of  sinking  the  big  coal  shafts 
that  are  now  in  process  of  construc¬ 
tion,  the  company  expect  to  award 
contracts  shortly  for  the  building  of 
a  large  number  of  coke  ovens.  It  is 
the  company’s  intention  to  develop  its 
coke  industry  as  much  as  possible. 

.\n  increase  in  both  production  and 
shipments  is  shown  by  the  official 
figures  of  the  Connellsville  coke  re¬ 
gion  for  last  week.  This  week’s  pro- 
eduction  is  estimated  at  279,084  tons. 
The  shipments  aggregated  12,161  cars. 
’■Estimated  upon  reports  from  ship- 
■ping  points,  the  shipments  amounted 
to  279,703  tons,  an  increase  of  1,127 
tons  over  the  previous  week. 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBTJEG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghiogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CONMELLSVILLE  AND  W.YA.  COKE 


NEW  a.nd  RELAYING 
12  to  too  lb.  Sections 

S  cond  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

T  R  Fnsf  Pr  Pn 

L.  D.  rubier  LO.,  PlUsburgh.Pa. 


STEEL  RAILS 

We  buy  and  sell  all  sizes  of  New  and  Re¬ 
laying  Rails.  We  have  in  stock  new  light 
rails  from  12-tb.  to  40-lb.  ready  lor  quick 
shipment.  Please  communicate  with  us. 

IROIV  CITV  STERli  4*011  PAW 
Bessemer  Bnildingr.  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


R  A  I  rv  » 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 

Frick  Building,  PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


THE  COMING 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day ,  of  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OUR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
COMBERLAND  COAL  CO. 

I  AND  TITLE  BLDO.  911  BESSEMER  BLDG. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  PITTSBURG.  PA. 


G.  C.  BOWMAN 


MINER  and  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(HOLE  NIlIPPF.B) 

"RELIANCE"  “LDPEZ” 

“Buck  Sfonntalii”  Mine  Agent  *‘I*erfeotlon”  Nnilthing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh’'  "Best”  Bas 

"Wilkes  Barre"  "ivhite  Oak”  Nteani 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grade-  Bitnminous 

Connellsville,  Latrobe,  tilallitain  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADORESS  ALL  CIMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIITSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  K  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R.. 

I..  V.  R.  R..  Erie  R.  R.,  an  1  their  connecli  jds. 


38 


[October  20 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


The  revival  of  activity  in  Pittsburg 
coal  issues  at  the  Stock  Exchange  is 
creating  a  favorable  impression  on 
the  local  market.  New  York  is  lead¬ 
ing  the  advance,  the  preferred  stock 
selling  there  up  to  sixty-two,  against 
sixty  and  a  half,  the  high  price  on  the 
local  board.  The  local  coal  trade  is 
in  such  excellent  shape  that  the  influ¬ 
ence  has  been  felt  in  the  stocks,  espe¬ 
cially  in  eastern  cities  where  large 
blocks  of  the  stock  are  held. 

A  block  of  one  hundred  shares  of 
Pittsburg-Buffalo  preferred  was  sold 
this  morning  at  125,  a  price  better 
than  the  price  made  last  week,  which 
was  the  first  time  the  stock  was  ever 
publicly  dealt  in.  This  stock  has 
never  paid  a  dividend,  but  has  been 
on  a  dividend  basis  since  1904;  that  is, 
dividends  became  accumulative  in 
1905.  There  is  about  twelve  per  cent 
in  dividends  due,  which,  if  paid,  would 


make  the  stock  worth  about  what 
was  paid  today. 

Pertinent  to  the  above,  word 
reaches  us  that  for  the  first  time  in 
thirty-nine  years  the  potteries  of  the 
great  Ohio  valley  earthenware  and 
china  district,  centering  at  East  Liver¬ 
pool  and  Wellsville,  Ohio,  will  begin 
operations  this  week  without  the  use 
of  natural  gas.  The  peculiar  coinci¬ 
dence  in  the  situation  lies  in  the  fact 
that  the  same  city  of  East  Liverpool 
holds  the  record  of  having  been  the 
first  community  in  the  United  States 
to  utilize  the  natural  product  for 
manufacturing  purposes — the  initial 
use  having  been  in  1867 — twenty 
years  before  it  was  used  elsewhere 
for  other  than  lighting. 

Pittsburgers  sometimes  lose  their 
heads  and  run  wild  in  their  invest¬ 
ments^  in  coal  properties.  A  case  in 
point  !s  that  of  the  State  Bank,  whose 


business  is  being  wound  up  by  a  re¬ 
ceiver.  The  directors  saw  “millions 
in  it,”  in  a  group  of  undeveloped  coal 
lands,  and  put  up  the  largest  part  of 
the  bank’s  surplus,  and  much  of  the 
deposits,  to  aid  in  the  developing  of 
these  coal  properties.  The  usual  re¬ 
sult  followed,  when  a  lot  of  men 
schooled  in  other  lines  jump  into  the 
coal  business.  Knowing  nothing 
about  it,  the  funds  were  frittered 
away  in  learning  a  few  things  relative 
to  the  mining  of  coals  with  the  con¬ 
sequent  result  of  all  of  the  board  of 
directors  facing  a  criminal  suit  and 
a  felon’s  cell. 

Much  regret  is  felt  here  at  the  sad 
accident  to  the  Raymond  Horner,  the 
crack  tow-boat  of  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  and  Coke  Co. 
This  occurrence,  which  has  been  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  daily  press  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  was  a  particularly  sad  one,  on 
account  of  its  suddenness,  and  the 


result  of  the  loss  of  the  life  of  Pilot 
Howard,  of  Pittsburg. 

Capt.  John  Dippold  and  Pilot 
Bowles  were  injured,  but  not  seri¬ 
ously.  The  accident  is  stated  as  being 
without  parallel  in  the  history  of  river 
boating. 

A  tinge  of  heroism  was  thrown  into 
the  affair,  by  the  action  of  Fireman 
Keenan,  who,  going  to  the  captain’s 
cabin,  procured  a  forty-four-caliber 
revolver  and  swore  that  he  would 
shoot  the  first  man  that  attempted  to 
abandon  the  boat.  As  a  result  of  his 
brave  and  determined  action,  the 
steamer,  which  had  taken  fire,  was 
saved,  the  flames  being  extinguished 
by  the  crew;  and  it  was  not  until  the 
danger  was  past  that  Fireman  Keenan 
returned  his  weapon  to  the  captain’s 
room. 

The  vessel  is  not  in  particularly 
bad  shape,  and  is  being  brought  to 
Pittsburg  for  repairs. 


Ss  'Western  Railrood  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  ^MARKET 

S.  C.  SOHEMVOK,  Agt. 


Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  boy  “SCRANTON” 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sore  you  get  the  GENUINE 

each  invoice  from  this  office. 

lOOO'^IO  Old  Colony 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

BRANCH  offices: 


E.  O.  SCHERMERHORN,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 
141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  ft  CO., 

40  Meadow  Street,  New  Haven  Conn. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

P.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  IlL 


WILLIAMS  & 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 
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BLOSSBURG 


f  BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK, 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


America  is  the  greatest  industrial  country  in  the  world.  We  have  die 
largest  railroad  systems,  forming  a  potent  instrumentality  in  carrying 
a  high  state  of  civilization  to  every  corner  of  our  vast  domain.  In 
the  production  of  manufactured  articles  and  agricultural  products  we  lead 
the  world.  Even  when  English  contractors  want  one  of  the  mightiest 
bridges  of  the  world  built  with  all  possible  dispatch,  they  ask  America  to  do 
it,  and  the  feat  is  accomplished  with  such  rapidity  that  it  surprises  the 
engineering  world.  Whenever  our  social  life,  commercial  development  or 
the  business  world  demands  an  invention  to  do  the  work  of  a  dozen  men 
or  more,  a  Yankee  stands  ready  with  an  application  for  a  patent  in  his 
hand.  In  this  country  class  distinction  does  not  mitigate  ambition.  We 
pay  a  premium  for  the  development  of  the  best  in  a  man.  Our  growth  has 
been  so  rapid  we  have  not  realized  it.  The  four  primary  requisites  of 
civilization  are  food,  clothing,  fuel  and  light.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that 
each  of  these  necessities  demand  for  their  maintenance  corn,  cotton,  coal 
and  copper.  Coal  is  constantly  used  in  their  production.  It  is  therefore  a 
compound  necessity.  It  follows  that  as  a  nation  grows  its  demand  for  coal 
is  constantly  accentuated.  During  the  past  fifty  years  Chicago  has  jumped 
from  the  fifteenth  to  the  second  rank  among  the  cities  of  this  country.  ^  This 
is  no  doubt  due  to  the  great  number  of  railroads  coming  into  Chicago, 
which  has  made  it  the  greatest  railroad  center  in  the  world.  But  the 
railroads  have  not  kept  up  with  the  progress  of  the  country.  Statisticians 
say  that  the  transportation  equipment  is  forty  per  cent  less  than  the  amount 
of  increased  freight  offered  for  transit.  Nearly  one-fifth  of  the  freight 
tonnage  is  coal,  which  must  give  precedence  to  perishable  commodities  and 
valuable  merchandise.  It  therefore  follows  that  there  is  no  possible  hope  of 
transporting  coal  promptly  at  this  season  of  the  year  when  everyone  desires 
fuel  at  once.  There  must  be  a  reorganization  of  the  retail  system  of 
distribution.  Consumers  must  learn  to  contract  a  part  of  their  winter 
supply  of  coal  early  when  the  price  is  low.  Retailers  must  put  in  a  sufficient 
stock  in  the  spring,  when  transportation  facilities  are  adequate,  to  carry 
them  over  the  period  of  excessive  demand. 

Transportation  Situation  Acute. 

The  excessive  shortage  of  cars  this  week  has  not  been  augmented,  yet 
it  can  not  be  said  that  conditions  have  improved.  The  car  association  claims 
that  there  are  over  thirty  thousand  more  cars  in  service  at  the  head  of 
the  Jakes  now  than  last  year  at  this  time,  and  that  coal  tonnage  forms  a 
larger  percentage  than  ever  before.  But  it  is  known  that  the  shortage  be¬ 
tween  the  lakes  and  the  mines  has  been  so  strained  that  the  amount  of 
tonnage  put  in  storage  has  been  greatly  mitigated.  Of  the  shipments  of  coal 
from  Buffalo  this  week  Superior  docks  took  the  largest  tonnage.  The 
eastern  situation  in  the  distant  future  will  be  somewhat  relieved  when  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  finished  its  new  freight  line,  just  announced,  costing 
,  nine  million  dollars,  and  facilitating  the  transportation  of  coal  from  the 
fields  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  It  should  be  noted  with  interest  that  seventy- 
one  per  cent  of  the  operators  of  coke  ovens  in  the  southern  fields  favor 
a  change  in  the  distribution  of  cars  from  the  oven  basis  to  the  capacity 
basis.  It  will  require  some  time  to  perfect  this  new  system  and  put  it  in  op¬ 
eration,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  new  plan  of  allotment  of  cars  is  much 
more  rational.  Transportation  from  the  anthracite  mines  to  tide  water  is 
fairly  good  although  the  amount  of  tonnage  in  transit  is  not  greater  than  is 
required  by  current  demand.  Car  shortage  in  the  Hocking  valley  district 
is  excessive  owing  to  the  recent  ruling  of  the  interstate  commerce  commission 
requiring  the  equipment  of  air  brakes.  This  regulation  has  put  out  of  service 
from  seven  to  fifteen  thousand  cars  which  have  not  been  speedily  repaired 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  labor. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

Seasonable  weather  and  reports  of  an  early  winter,  together  with  heavy 
falls  of  snow  in  the  west,  have  caused  a  brisk  demand  for  anthracite  coal. 
However,  during  the  past  week  orders  have  not  been  coming  in  as  rapidly 
as  after  the  first  cold  snap  a  few  days  ago.  Some  sales  agents  assert  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  three  or  four  days  they  have  not  been  receiving  more  than  fifty 
per  cent  of  as  many  orders  as  a  week  ago.  This,  however,  has  enabled  the 
shippers  to  catch  up  with  orders  and  they  should  be  in  a  position  to  take 
care  of  the  brisk  demand  which  will  become  a  fact  as  soon  as  the  mercury 


drops  for  a  week  or  two.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal ;  also 
steam  sizes.  The  stock  of  rice  coal  in  the  east  is  very  low  and  orders  are 
being  refused.  Line  business  shows  increasing  activity.  The  production  at 
the  mines  is  somewhat  greater  than  it  was  last  week. 

Western  Bituminous  Market. 

Inadequate  transportation  facilities  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  brisk  de¬ 
mand  for  western  bituminous  coals  this  week.  Hocking  coal  is  prac¬ 
tically  out  of  the  market.  Mines  are  operating  only  thirty  to  .thirty-five  per 
cent  of  the  time.  A  large  number  of  cars  have  been  thrown  out  of  service  in 
this  district  because  they  are  not  equipped  with  air  brakes.  The  non-acceptance 
of  cars  at  various  junction  points  has  also  been  responsible  for  the  small 
shipments  of  Hocking.  It  is  report  ed  that  the  amount  of  coal  in  stor¬ 
age  is  one  hundred  thousand  tons  less  than  last  year.  Heavy  all-rail 
business  is  therefore  anticipated  by  all  of  the  railroads  in  the  western  dis¬ 
trict  during  the  winter,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  they  are  making 
every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  demand.  It  has  been  announced  that 
there  will  be  an  advance  of  forty-five  cents  on  dock  rates  in  the  near 
future.  This  will  stimulate  an  immediate  movement  of  all  grades  of  coal  to 
the  northwest  and  also  make  the  market  stronger  locally.  Since  there  has 
been  such  a  heavy  demand  for  freight  transportation  during  the  year  the 
railroads  have  not  had  the  usual  time  to  improve  and  repair  their  rolling 
stock.  Their  motive  power  is  inadequate  and  car  service  agents  promise  no 
relief.  Therefore  it  may  be  expected  that  a  shortage  of  Ohio  and  West 
Virginia  coals  will  continue.  Many  operators  claim  they  can  not  get  suffi¬ 
cient  coal  to  fill  contracts.  A  large  tonnage  has  been  received  at  Cincinnati 
from  the  Kanawha  and  Pittsburg  districts  yet  the  high  price  has  not 
fluctuated  owing  to  the  increasing  demand.  Business  is  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  in  volume  in  the  Kansas  city  districts  and  more  orders  are  on  file  than 
can  be  filled  promptly.  Car  shortage  is  about  the  same  as  last  week.  Sev¬ 
eral  mines  in  Kansas  are  beginning  operations  and  the  outlook  is  very 
gratifying.  Big  dealers  in  Detroit  and  throughout  Michigan  are  refusing 
new  business.  Car  shortage  is  the  most  severe  in  several  years.  Prices  in 
eastern  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  are  soaring  higher  each  week.  The  coke 
market  is  very  strong  and  prices  subject  to  increase  in  the  near  future  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  labor. 

Eastern  Market  Firm. 

The  demand  for  bituminous  coals  in  the  eastern  markets  is  on  the 
upward  trend,  especially  for  steam  and  domestic  sizes.  In  the  Pittsburg 
district  the  shortage  of  cars  and  labor  has  produced  a  condition  which 
makes  the  dealer  pay  the  telephone  bills.  There  is  great  interest  in  river 
shipments.  Several  organizations  have  been  holding  conventions  during 
the  past  week  in  the  hope  that  increased  water  transportation  may  relieve 
the  freight  congestion.  The  tonnage  of  coal  and  coke  on  the  Pennsylvania 
lines  during  the  week  has  notably  increased.  An  increased  demand  for  coal 
in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  anticipated  by  virtue  of  extensive  improvements 
which  will  soon  be  made  in  the  plants  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion  costing  over  ten  million  dollars.  At  the  present  time  a  large  amount  of 
coke  produced  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  is  consumed  locally  and  the  outlook 
promises  that  the  prices  will  constantly  advance.  In  the  far  east  the  line 
trade  is  very  active.  Coastwise  shipments  are  not  as  large  to  eastern  ports 
as  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Shoal  water  ports  show  good  demand 
and  are  taking  all  the  coal  which  can  be  supplied.  All  along  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  heavy  winds  have  caused  much  damage  to  shipping  which  tended 
to  greatly  mitigate  the  supply  of  coal  during  the  week.  New  York  harbor 
trade  shows  a  better  tone.  The  coastwise  vessel  market  is  weak.  Large 
dealers  in  the  Buffalo  district  predict  very  active  trade  this  winter.  The 
constant  demand  during  the  summer  on  the  accumulated  stocks  has  reduced 
the  supply  of  storage  coal  sufficiently  to  accentuate  the  demand  in  the  near 
future.  The  Canadian  trade  on  slack  coal  is  increasing  and  the  market 
on  the  Canadian  border  along  the  St.  Lawrence  is  much  improved, 
is  needed.  The  demand,  however,  during  the  next  month  will  be  greater 
than  the  supply  owing  to  inadequate  transportation  facilities  which  will  tend 
to  cause  the  price  to  continually  advance.  It  is  predicted  from  some  sources 
that  we  will  have  an  unusually  severe  winter.  If  this  is  the  case  early  in 
the  season  the  demand  for  coal  will  be  much  greater  than  in  many  years. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  October  25th. 

“Trying  to  catch  up  with  orders.”  This  is  the 
cliaracteristic  answer  of  the  coal  trade  this  week 
to  the  question  “How  is  business?”  The  demand 
on  all  prepared  sizes  is  firm,  but  not  as  vigorous 
as  last  week  on  account  of  the  mild  weather.  The 
warm  spell,  however,  has  given  operators  time  to 
get  a  prospective  view  of  the  situation  and  prepare 
for  the  rush,  which  will  surely  come  with  the  first 
continuous  cold  weather.  If  we  had  not  been 
favored  with  rising  temperature  it  would  not  have 
been  possible  for  operators  to  take  care  of  the 
excessive  demand.  The  strong  points  of  the  mar¬ 
ket  this  week  are  on  domestic  sizes,  Hocking  and 
splint  coals.  However,  it  is  reported  that 
the  amount  of  Hocking  coming  into  this  market 
is  much  more  plentiful  than  last  week  on  account 
of  the  new  regulations  at  connecting  points  of  the 
railroad,  which  permitted  acceptance  of  a  higher 
percentage  of  non-air  cars.  The  question  is  being 
constantly  asked  “How  can  the  car  supply  be  in¬ 
creased?”  No  one  seems  to  be  in  a  position  to 
answer  this  interrogation.  It  is  generally  con¬ 
ceded  that  more  railway  equipment,  more  mileage 
and  more  motive  power  are  indispensable,  but  the 
railroads  tell  us  that  the  car  shops  are  back  on  all 
orders,  that  the  iron  and  steel  works  are  booking 
business  for  1907  and  that  there  is  very  little  hope 
of  securing  a  sufficient  amount  of  rolling  stock  to 
help  out  the  situation  this  fall  or  winter. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  coal  this  week  is  not 
as  brisk  as  that  which  characterized  the  market 
last  Wednesday,  owing  to  the  mild  weather. 
However,  operators  have  more  orders  than  they 
can  fill.  Many  of  them  have  back  orders  on  file 
for  three  or  four  weeks.  The  recent  cold  snap 
tended  to  spread  out  the  business.  If  the  cold 
weather  had  continued,  orders  would  have  piled 
up  to  such  an  extent  that  operators  would  have 
been  unable  to  fill  them  in  several  weeks.  It  is 
reported  that  anthracite  coal  in  the  Canadian 
Northwest  is  very  scarce.  Sales  agents  are  call¬ 
ing  in  their  salesmen  and  are  not  promising  to 
fill  orders  for  described  sizes.  Chestnut  coal  is 
very  scarce.  Shipping  companies  have  more  busi¬ 
ness  than  they  can  handle  on  account  of  the  car 
shortage. 

The  delay  in  car  transit  is  caused,  in  many 
cases,  by  the  non-acceptance  of  through  freight  by 
connecting  lines.  Very  little  coal  is  now  being 
stored  because  the  production  of  the  mines  is  be¬ 
ing  taken  by  the  current  demand.  The  collieries 
are  all  working  full  time  and  although  the  amount 
of  coal  mined  last  month  is  a  million  and  a  half 
tons  less  than  the  corresponding  period  last  year, 
yet  there  will  be  no  scarcity  of  coal.  Transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  are  growing  more  inadequate  on 
account  of  the  large  grain  movement  and  dealers 
who  have  not  already  ordered  their  winter  supply 
will  no  doubt  have  to  wait  several  weeks  before 
receiving  coal  to  fill  current  orders. 

Market  Strong  on  Springfield  Coals. 

Springfield  market  this  week  is  growing  con¬ 
tinually  stronger,  especially  for  domestic  sizes. 
The  coals  from  the  Springfield  district  are  bring¬ 
ing  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  for  run-of-mine.  Some  spot  mine-run  has  . 
also  sold  in  this  market  at  $1.80.  Nut,  $1.25  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $2  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  demand 
for  nut  is  firm,  whereas  the  market  on  run-of-mine 
is  very  strong.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  is  bringing  $1.30@1.35;  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  .$2.05@2.10;  domestic  lump  at  the  mine 
is  bringing  this  week  $1.50,  with  an  advance 
of  25  cents  for  country  business;  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  $2.25;  egg  coal  is  the  same  price  as 
domestic  lump,  and  the  demand  very  strong. 


The  market  on  screenings  is  not  much  im¬ 
proved  over  last  week.  'I'he  demand  is  very 
light;  some  screenings  have  lieen  bought  at 
the  mines  as  low  as  15  cents.  The  prevailing 
price,  however,  is  25  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
or  $1  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  'J'he  production  of 
Springfield  coals  is  about  35  per  cent  of  nor¬ 
mal  capacity,  owing  to  the  excessive  car  short¬ 
age.  It  is  reported  that  the  transportation 
facilities  on  the  Illinois  Central  are  better  than 
on  the  Chicago  &  Alton. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  continue  very 
firm,  and  the  prices  have  not  advanced  during  the 
last  week,  but  may  be  increased  any  day.  Chunks 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  are  selling  for  $2.25,  standard 
lump  $2.15,  large  egg  $2.15,  washed  nut  $2.15, 
washed  screenings  $1.60.  Car  service  is  very  bad, 
and  but  little  coal  can  be  secured.  Orders  are 
coming  in  rapidly  for  the  coal  from  this  section. 
Although  the  operators  are  making  every  effort 
to  keep  up  with  the  demand,  yet  orders  are 
gradually  accumulating,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  promise  any  definite  dates  for  delivery.  The 
car  supply  on  the  North-Western  is  fair;  on 
the  St.  Paul  the  demand  is  much  greater  than 
the  supply  of  cars,  but  on  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
sufficient  cars  to  take  care  of  the  rush  orders. 
Scarcity  of  labor  is  also  affecting  the  supply 
of  coal  from  this  district.  One  of  the  op¬ 
erators  has  been  trying  for  some  time  to  se¬ 
cure  sufficient  help  to  begin  operating  one  of 
his  mines,  but  up  to  the  present  writing  has 
not  succeeded. 

Wilmington  coals  are  scarce.  Mines  are  oper¬ 
ating  only  about  sixty  per  cent  of  the  time.  The 
car  shortage  is  excessive  and  growing  worse.  The 
demand  for  Wilmington  coals  is  very  strong,  and 
washed  2-inch  screenings  are  bringing  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines ;  lump,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  It  is 
reported  that  other  mines  will  be  opened  in  this 
district  in  the  near  future. 

Carterville  in  good  demand.  Conditions  go 
to  show  that  the  price  on  Carterville  coals 
will  be  advanced  in  the  near  future.  The  car 
supply  is  reported  a  little  better  than  last  week, 
but  there  is  not  enough  difference  to  help  out 
the  market  to  any  great  extent.  By  virtue 
of  the  car  shortage  mines  are  operating  only 
about  half  of  the  time.  The  mine-run  coal 
coming  over  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 
is  bringing  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$2.75@2.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Carterville  coals 
coming  over  the  Illinois  Central  are  bringing 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $1.25,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $2.25. 
The  market  is  reported  very  firm  on  this  size 
of  coal.  Egg  coal  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  is  bringing 
$1.50,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $2.50,  with  a  very  firm 
market.  Six-inch  lump  is  also  firm,  and  is 
bringing  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $1.50@1.55.  The 
Chicago  price  is  $1  greater,  to  cover  cost  of 
transportation.  No.  1  washed  coal  is  quoted 
today  at  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  No.  2  washed  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Staunton  coals  still  active.  The  car  service 
in  the  Staunton  district  is  very  bad.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  all  coals  from  this  field  is  very 
strong  with  the  exception  of  screenings,  which 
have  been  purchased  as  low  as  15  cents  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  The  current  price,  however,  is  25 
cents.  The  market  on  Staunton  nut  is  firm, 
and  the  price  is  quoted  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Mine-run  is  bring¬ 
ing  $1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85@ 
1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  and  lump  are  bring¬ 
ing  $1.50@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25(§)2.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump 
$1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05@2.10 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  mines  are  operating 


about  30  per  cent  of  the  time,  and  there  is  little 
hope  of  getting  a  larger  supply  of  coal  to  the 
market  as  long  as  transportation  facilities  are 
not  improved. 

Franklin  county  mines  are  operating  about 
forty  per  cent  of  the  time.  The  car  situa¬ 
tion  is  about  the  same  as  last  week.  There  is 
very  little  improvement  in  the  market  on 
screenings.  Demand  is  very  weak,  and  the 
price  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  is  65  cents;  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  $1.65.  The  demand  for  C-inch  lump  is 
firm,  and  the  price  is  quoted  at  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Mine-run 
is  also  in  good  demand  and  bringing  at  the 
mines  $1.15;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $2.15. 

Du  Quoin  operators,  in  some  cases,  are 
three  weeks  behind  on  their  orders.  However, 
they  are  making  every  effort  to  catch  up,  and 
are  taking  cars  of  the  rush  demand  as  well  as 
possible.  Mines  are  operating  only  about 
33  1-3  per  cent  of  the  time,  and  the  car  short¬ 
age  is  growing  worse.  The  market  on  No.  1 
nut  is  very  firm.  The  price  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  No.  1  is  85  cents,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $1.75;  No. 
2  nut  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  75  cents,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
$1.65;  domestic  egg  is  bringing  at  the  mines 
$1.30,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $2.20;  domestic  lump 
$1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  quoted  at 
$1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.10  Chicago. 

Brisk  Demand  for  Ohio  Coals. 

Hocking  this  week  is  in  somewhat  better 
supply  because  of  a  ruling  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  and  Erie  railroads  to  accept  a  certain 
amount  of  non-air  cars  at  their  connections. 
Very  little  Hocking  is  being  stored  at  the 
docks.  Report  has  it  that  less  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  cars  were  in  service  for  this  purpose  this 
morning.  The  price  on  Hocking  is  very  high, 
which  has  tended  to  mitigate  the  number  of 
current  orders.  This,  of  course,  has  permit¬ 
ted  the  operators  to  catch  up  with  the  large 
amount  of  business  which  they  had  on  file. 
Price  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  is  $2;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
$3.65.  The  mines  are  operating  only  about 
thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  time.  One  operator 
claims  that  he  is  getting  only  four  hundred 
cars  a  week,  whereas  his  capacity  is  eleven 
thousand  cars. 

Jackson  Hill  car  service  is  reported  as  be¬ 
ing  the  best  on  the  Panhandle.  This  coal 
is  very  scarce  and  price  current  at  this  time 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  open  cars,  is  $4.15;  box  cars. 
$4.25;  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  $2.50,  open  cars,  and 
$2.60,  box  cars. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  mine  run  is  very  firm  and 
is  bringing  $1.55  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.20  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago;  three-quarter-inch  lump,  $1.65  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  the 
market  strong. 

Indiana  Coals  Active. 

Brazil  Block  coals  will  probably  be  ad¬ 
vanced  the  first  of  November.  There  is  a 
great  deal  of  delay  in  shipments  over  the 
Vandalia  and  Big  Four.  The  Chicago  &  East¬ 
ern  Illinois  service  is  somewhat  better.  The 
mines  are  operating  about  one-half  of  the 
time.  Price  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  open  cars, 
$2.25;  box  cars,  $2.35;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  $3.05, 
open  cars,  or  $3.15,  box  cars.  The  demand  is 
very  strong. 

Sullivan  countj'  district  reports  the  car  short¬ 
age  about  the  same  as  it  was  last  week.  Mines 
are  operating  only  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  time. 
The  demand  is  firm  for  four-inch  lump,  which  is 
bringing  $1.75,  open  cars,  or  $1.85  box  cars,  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  quoted 
$1.40@1.50,  open  cars,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  $l.60@ 
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1.70,  box  cars,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  It  is  reported 
that  the  price  may  advance  November  first. 
The  reduction  on  freight  rates  on  the  North¬ 
western  whicli  will  take  place  the  last  of  this 
month  no  doubt  will  bring  in  an  avalanche  of 
orders. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Very  Scarce. 

New  River  and  all  coals  from  the  West 
Virginia  regions  are  scarce.  The  demand  for 
eg  and  lump  this  week  is  very  strong.  There 
is  practically  no  spot  coal.  The  price  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  for  egg  and  lump  is  $2.25,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  $4.30;  run-of-mine  is  bringing  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  $1.35  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There 
is  little  spot  coal  in  the  market,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  is  firm.  The  car  shortage  is  growing 
worse  in  the  New  River  field,  and  operators 
have  been  holding  conferences  in  the  hope  of 
discovering  some  method  to  eliminate  the 
serious  conditions  which  they  anticipate  will 
arise  in  the  near  future. 

Pocahontas  district  reports  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  car  situation.  The  lake  seasori  is 
practically  over  for  this  field,  which  elim¬ 


inates  a  large  number  of  cars  for  all-rail  serv¬ 
ice.  Orders  are  coming  in  rapidly  for  this 
class  of  coal.  Demand  for  mine-run  is  firm, 
the  price  ranging  from  $].35(m1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  $3.30@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg 
and  lump  is  bringing  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  demand  for  do¬ 
mestic  sizes  is  very  firm. 

Black  Band  market  continues  about  the 
same  as  last  week.  The  prices  have  not  been 
advanced  because  it  has  not  been  possible  to 
secure  coal  to  fill  orders  at  any  price.  Quo¬ 
tation  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  is  the  same  as  last 
.^eek — $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  docks.  Price 
is  subject  to  change  without  notice. 

WiNiFREDE  splint  is  very  strong.  Prices  are 
liable  to  advance  any  day  and  no  spot  coal  is 
available.  Operators  and  jobbers  are  busy  as 
“nailers”  trying  to  get  together  sufficient  coals  to 
fill  rush  orders.  It  is  reported  that  business  is 
more  brisk  than  at  any  time  this  fall  and  the 
demand  is  increasing  daily.  Trade  is  being  com¬ 
pelled  to  take  coal  in  any  kind  of  cars  and  orders 
are  piling  up.  Car  service  in  the  Kanawha  field 
is  very  bad  and  practically  no  coal  is  being 


shipped  to  the  docks.  Price  is  $1.90  open  cars  to 
$2.25  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or-  $3.90  open 
to  $4.25  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  'I'he  demand 
is  very  strong  and  it  is  reported  that  the  docks 
will  advance  the  price  on  the  nineteenth  forty^five 
cents. 

F.mrmont  district  reports  a  shortage  of  labor, 
which,  however,  does  not  appreciably  affect  the 
supply  of  coal  on  account  of  the  excessive  car 
shortage.  Mines  are  operating  about  lifty  per 
cent  of  the  time.  The  demand  for  three-quarter- 
inch  lump  coal  is  very  strong.  Price  at  the  mines 
is  $1.35@1.5()  or  $3.25(ffi3.4()  f.  o.  b.  Chieago. 
Domestic  lump  is  quotecl  at  $l..")0(f5l  *>0  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.40(q)3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  operators  will  be  compelled  to 
shut  down  many  more  mines  unless  the  car  serv¬ 
ice  is  improved.  .At  present  the  mines  are  run¬ 
ning  only  about  30  per  cent  of  the  time.  It  is 
therefore  obvious  that  Youghiogheny  coal  is  very 
scarce.  Car  shortage  is  reported  worse  than  last 
week.  Quotations  today  are  $3.40@3.50  for  three- 
quarter-inch  lump,  $3.50@3.65  for  the  inch  and 
a  quarter  lump,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine  price 
$1.90  less. 


Market  Conditions  and  T rade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Oct.  25. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Without  exception,  every  coal  office 
visited  by  The  Black  Diamond  rerpresentative 
this  week,  reported  that  the  car  service  on  all 
the  railroads  entering  Cincinnati  is  not  only 
worse  than  it  had  ever  been  known  to  be  be¬ 
fore,  but  that  it  is  getting  worse  from  week  to 
week,  and  no  one,  either  in  the  coal  trade,  or 
among  the  railroad  officials,  can  see  any  hope 
for  any  immediate  improvement.  As  a  natural 
result,  therefore,  the  general  coal  market  here  is 
not  only  firm,  but  it  is  practically  demoralized. 
Large  concerns  that  have  contracts  for  furnish¬ 
ing  large  amounts  of  coal  to  steam  plants  and 
other  extensive  consumers  can  not  get  enough 
coal  to  supply  their  contracts,  and  instead  of 
having  free  coal  to  sell,  as  many  of  the  coal 
consumers  affect  to  believe,  the  coal  men  are  ex¬ 
erting  every  effort  to  fulfill  their  obligations, 
and  even  then  with  only  indifferent  results. 
Almost  every  coal_  selling  agency  has  gone  up 
against  the-  proposition  of  the  brusk  _  and  bluff¬ 
ing  purchasing  agent  of  consuming  plants 
threatening  “to  break  my  contract,  and  go  else¬ 
where  for  my  coal  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year,”  but  these  purchasing  agents  are  now  get¬ 
ting  wise,  and  they  look  twice  before  they  leap 
info  the  open  market,  breaking  a  contract  that 
may  have  been  made  last  August  for  instance, 
at  a  much  lower  price  than  is  now  current.  The 
buying  public,  which  paid  no  attention  to  the 
advice  of  the  best  informed  men  in  the  coal 
business,  are  now  beginning  to  plead  for  coal 
which  they  can  not  hope  to  get  for  a  month  to 
two  months  from  the  date  of  their  orders. 

A  Tendency  Toward  Higher  Prices. 

As  a  further  result  of  existing  conditions,  it  is 
not  wonderful  that  there  is  a  constant  tendency 
toward  higher  prices  for  all  kinds  of  coal  in 
this  market.  One  large  concern  was  preparing 
a  circular  to  be  sent  out  on  Saturday  of  this 
week,  quoting  Luhrig  six-inch  lump  at  $2.25  a 
ton  at  the  mines  in  Ohio,  and  $2.15  for  domes¬ 
tic  egg.  Although  there  is  at  present  no  real 
market  price  for  coal,  a  range  of  quotations  on 
splint  lump  runs  from  $1.75  a  ton  at  the  mines 
to  $2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Splint  run-of-mme 
is  in  fair  demand  at  from  $1.05  to  $1.25  a  ton 
at  the  mines,  while  splint  nut  and  slack  ranges 
from  seventy  cents,  an  advance  on  the  minimum 
price,  to  ninety  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  are  held 
firmly  at  $2.35  a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  run-of- 
mine  ranges  from  $1.35  to  $1.50  at  the  mines. 
For  a  long  time  the  smokeless  market  was 
much  firmer  than  the  splint;  but  now  one  kind 
of  coal  is  just  as  hard  to  get  as  another. 

River  Prices  are  Unchanged. 

Notwithstanding  the  num.crous  recent  receipts 
of  river  coal  from  the  Kanawha  district,  and 
the  lesser  amount  from  Pittsburg,  there  is  no 


change  in  the  prices  of  river  coal.  The  tenden¬ 
cy  of  the  market  is  toward  an  advance  rather 
than  a  decline,  as  the  demand  is  excellent.  It 
frequently  happens  that  during  great  car  short¬ 
ages,  it  is  possible  for  the  Cincinnati_  river  deal¬ 
ers  to  get  cars  for  short  shipments  into  the  in¬ 
terior  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  even  Illinois.  The 
business  of  the  river  elevators  this  season  has 
been  particularly  good,  although  they  are  now 
suffering  from  the  same  great  car  shortages  that 
affects  the  entire  country.  The  price  of  river 
coal  elevated  from  barges  and  loaded  on  cars  is 
now  $2.75  a  ton,  an  advance  ot  twenty-five  cpts 
having  taken  place  quite  recently.  Both  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Kanawha  lump  is  worth  7^4  to  _8 
cents  a  bushel  of  2,688  cubic  inches  afloat  in 
barges  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor,  and  nut  and 
slack  ranges  from  5J4  to  614  cents  a  bushel.  All 
river  coal  is  sold  by  the  bushel,  and  is  gauged 
by  cubical  contents.  The  stock  of  ^  river  coal 
now  on  hand  is  quite  meager,  considering  the 
demand;  but  in  all  probability  there  will  be 
plenty  of  water  in  the  river  before  the  present 
stocks  are  entirely  consumed. 

Coke  Shows  Great  Strength. 

As  noted  from  time  to  time  in  this  report,  the 
coke  market  has  been  quite  strong  all  the  fall, 
but  it  is  particularly  strong  now.  The  greatest 
demand  is  for  foundry  coke,  which  is  very  hard 
to  get  at  $3.65  to  $3.75  a  ton  at  the  ovens  in 
the  New  River  and  Kanawha  districts.  Furnace 
coke  is  firm  at  $3.25  to  $3.40  a  ton  at  the  ovens. 
The  greatest  difficulty  at  present  in  the  coke 
industry  is  the  inability  of  the  railroads  to  fur¬ 
nish  proper  transportation,  box  cars  being  an 
almost  unheard  of  quantity  of  late.  Another 
thing  that  makes  coke  scarce  and  high  priced  is 
that  the  labor  is  very  scarce  in  many  of  the 
coke-producing  districts.  Many  manufacturers 
of  coke  are  at  their  wits’  ends  in  trying  to  get 
a  sufficient  amount  of  labor  to  turn  out  anything 
like  the  capacity  of  the  plants.- 

Retail  Trade  Good. 

The  local  retail  trade  >s  excellent.  Almost 
every  concern  that  sells  coal  to  families  and 
other  small  consumers  reports  that  business  is 
quite  satisfactory,  and  there  is  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  dealers  to  recede  from 
the  advanced  prices  of  the  week  before.  Stand¬ 
ard  splint  lump  is  selling  at  $3.50  a  ton  deliv¬ 
ered  to  families,  while  Pocaiiontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg  sell  for  $4.00  delivered. 
Anthracite  is  worth  $7.50  a  ton,  but  the  trade 
in  this  grade  is  about  over  for  the  season.  Gas 
coke  sells  for  nine  and  ten  cents  a  bushel  de¬ 
livered,  while  nut  and  slack  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses  ranges  from  $1.90  to  $2.25. 

Cincinnati  Koruskation  Kokoal. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  southern  Ohio  skout  for  the 
Order  of  KoKoal,  has  been  the  busiest  man  in 


Cincinnati  during  the  pa^t  week  or  two,  round¬ 
ing  up  candidates  and  at  the  same  time  making 
preparations  for  the  first  koruskation  of  the  cel¬ 
ebrated  order  in  Cincinnati  L’p  to  this  writing 
he  had  secured  the  signatures  i  and  five  twenty- 
eight)  of  between  forty  and  fifty  of  the  most 
prominent  coal  men  of  the  Queen  City,  and  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  before  Saturday  even¬ 
ing  rolls  ’round  there  will  be  over  fifty  candi¬ 
dates.  The  koruskation  will  take  place  at  the 
Business  Men’s  club,  in  the  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  building,  and  will  be  followed  by  a  ban¬ 
quet  and  other  entertainment  not  now  given 
out.  The  advance  circular  issued  this  week  is 
unique  in  its  wording,  and  is  calculated  to  make 
the  uninitiated  wish  to  “come  on  and  lift.” 

Big  Damage  Suit  Settled. 

The  long  drawn  out  and  bitterly  contested 
damage  suit  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Co.,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  against  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city, 
was  abruptly  ended  in  the  United  States  court 
Tuesday,  when  it  was  announced  that:  a  com¬ 
promise  had  been  effected.  The  Jones  &  Adams 
Co.  sued  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.  for  $120,000,  alleg¬ 
ing  a  breach  of  contract,  the  plaintiff  company 
having  a  contract  with  the  defendant  concern 
for  75,000  tons  of  coal  at  a  stipulated  price.  As 
a  result  of  the  first  trial  of  the  case  about  a 
year  ago,  judgment  was  awarded  Jones  & 
Adams  in  the  sum  of  $60,000  but  the  court  of 
appeals  reversed  this  decision  on  a  number  of 
technicalities,  and  ordered  further  proceedings. 
This  was  being  done,  when  Mr.  Jones  made  an 
offer  to  compromise  for  the  sum  of  $30,000,  and 
his  offer  was  immediately  accepted  by  the  Luh¬ 
rig  Coal  Co.  Judgment  was  immediately  given 
for  this  amount,  and  each  side  will  pay  an  equal 
amount  of  the  court  costs.  When  seen  at  his 
office  Wednesday  by  The  Black  Diamond  man. 
President  Alexander  Ciinninghamc,  of  the  Luh¬ 
rig  Coal  Co.,  expressed  himself  as  exceedingly 
well  pleased  at  the  outcome  of  the  case. 

Another  Rise  in  the  Kanawha. 

The  recent  heavy  rains  caused  a  substantial 
rise  in  the  Kanawha  river  which  allowed  the 
river  shippers  of  the  Kanawha  district  to  mar¬ 
ket  every  barge  of  coal  they  Iiad  loaded.  The 
amount  of  coal  to  come  out  on  this  ssvell  was 
not  large,  but  the  brisk  demand  made  upon  the 
stock  of  coal  afloat,  makes  every  little  addition 
to  the  floating  stock  very  acceptable.  Less  than 
one  million  bushels  came  to  Cincinnati.  The 
same  rains  almost  made  a  good  stage  at  Pitts- 
burg,  but  as  it  was,  only  thiee  or  four  towboats, 
and  they  with  only  very  light  tows,  got  away 
from  Pittsburg.  The  Pittsburgers  arc  anxious, 
however,  to  get  as  many  empty  coalboats  and 
barges  back  to  Pittsburg  as  possible,  and  they 
are  delighted  to  have  the  opportunity  to  get 
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(lie  cmijties  hack  to  the  miiics,  even  if  they  did 
not  get  much  coal  to  market. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

W.  W.  McGuffin,  manager  of  the  New  River 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  is  enjoying  a  trip  east. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  issued  a  cir¬ 
cular  a  few  days  ago  extending  its  lake  rate  thir¬ 
ty  days  longer,  or  until  November  fifteen. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  well  known  as  a  former 
Cincinnati  coal  man,  now  of  Chicago,  was  a 
Iileasant  caller  at  a  numbet  of  coal  offices  during 
the  past  week. 

Ceorge  \V.  Theis,  vice  president  and  general 


Kansas  City,  Oct.  23. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  coal  business  m  this  district  con¬ 
tinues  to  increase  in  volume.  A  canvass  of 
the  dealers  yesterday  failed  to  find  one  who 
did  not  have  more  orders  on  hand  than  he 
could  conveniently  handle.  It  is  the  consen¬ 
sus  of  opinion  that  the  use  of  natural  gas  in 
this  section  will  not  hurt  the  coal  trade  to  an 
appreciable  extent.  The  shortage  of  cars  is 
not  less  a  serious  consideration  to  the  trade 
than  it  was  a  week  ago.  If  the  railroads  are 
trying  to  remedy  the  difficulty  their  efforts 
certainly  have  not  been  manifest.  And  the 
indications  are  that  the  shortage  will  be  even 
more  serious  when  the  shipping  of  the  record 
breaking  corn  crop  begins.  In  the  last  week 
there  has  been  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents 
in  the  price  of  Kansas  coals.  The  retail  mar¬ 
ket  now  quotes  Cherokee  lump  at  $4.25  instead 
of  $4.00.  Cherokee  nut  has  increased  from 
$3.75  to  $4.00  and  Farmers’  from  $4.00  to  $4.25. 
In  the  last  few  days  there  has  been  an  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  screening  coal;  in  fact 
there  has  been  a  ready  sale  for  all  that  has 
been  put  on  the  market. 

Deeds  have  been  recorded  for  the  sale  of 
two  tracts  of  land  in  the  west  part  of  the 
Washington  township  near  Pittsburg,  in  Kan¬ 
sas,  to  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  One  is 
IGO  acres,  owned  by  Isaac  R.  Young,  and  the 
other  eighty  acres,  owned  by  Alfred  Allen. 
The  farms  adjoin.  The  consideration  was 
one  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  sixteen  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  for  the  Young  land  and  eight 
thousand  dollars  for  the  Allen  property. 

The  deed  has  also  been  recorded  for  the 
sale  of  the  Thomas  Shafer  coal  land  in  Wash¬ 
ington  township  to  J.  S.  Patton.  The  land, 
which  includes  240  acres,  was  purchased  by 
Mr.  Patton  for  coal  purposes.  It  lies  between 
the  Santa  Fe  and  Wear  coal  properties  on 
the  east  and  the  Cirard  Coal  Co.  on  the  west. 
The  consideration  was  $24,000,  one  hundred 
dollars  per  acre. 

J.  R.  Crowe,  of  Kansas  City,  president  of 
the  J.  R.  Crowe  Coal  Co.,  returned  to  Kansas 
City  last  week  after  inspecting  the  holdings 
of  the  company  in  Kansas.  “We  are  in  shape 
now  to  produce  lots  of  coal,”  said  he,  “and 
have  a  fine  lot  of  mines  in  Kansas;  in  fact 
better  than  we  have  had  at  any  time  since  the 
company  has  been  in  existence.” 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  road 
is  holding  what  might  be  called  a  coal  insti¬ 
tute  in  Sheffield,  a  railroad  suburb  of  Kansas 
City.  Besides  the  officers  of  the  Kansas  City 
division  of  the  road,  firemen,  brakemen,  and 
conductors  are  attending  the  meeting.  W.  M. 
Harvey,  fuel  accountant  of  the  railroad,  is 
chairman  of  the  meetings.  “We  expend  from 
four  to  five  million  dollars  for  coal  a  year, 
consequently  a  saving  of  one-half  to  one  per 
cent  a  year  means  a  consideralile  amount,” 
said  an  official  of  the  road.  “We  hold  the 
meetings  at  every  division  point  of  the  road. 
Since  the  institution  of  these  meetings  we 
have  received  dozens  of  suggestions  from  the 
employees  for  fuel  saving  devices,  which  are 
now  in  service.” 

Commissioner  Bennet  Brown  of  the  South¬ 
western  Coal  Operators’  Association,  settled 
a  threatened  strike  at  Russclsville,  Ark.,  in  ten 
minutes  the  other  day  and  averted  a  shut 
down.  Mr.  Brown  received  a  telegram  from 
Banker  White  of  Russelsville,  informing  him 
that  the  district  officers  of  the  Mine  Workers’ 


manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visi¬ 
tor  during  the  week.  He  went  south  from  here. 

W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Clen  Alum  Fuel  Co.,  returned 
a  few  weeks  ago  from  his  vacation,  which  was 
spent  at  the  seashore,  and  tie  is  now  at  French 
Lick  Springs  recuperating  from  his  vacation. 

C.  A.  Chambers,  well  known  here  as  the  for¬ 
mer  general  sales  agent  of  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co., 
hut  now  the  power  behind  the  throne  in  the  office 
of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co,  Detroit,  spent  a  day 
or  two  among  his  old  fnencts  here  this  week. 
He  was  a  welcome  visitor  among  the  coal  men. 


union  had  threatened  to  shut  down  the  mine 
of  the  Anthracite  Mining  Co.  of  that  place. 
Mr.  Brown  hurried  to  Arkansas  and  adjusted 
the  difficulty  in  short  order. 

I'or  the  last  month  some  of  the  mines  in 
Kansas  have  been  working  poorly.  The  re¬ 
port  comes  now,  however,  that  the  work  is 
beginning  to  pick  up  and  that  the  mines  are 
now  working  full  capacity.  Traveling  men 
report  that  an  unusually  large  deposit  of  coal 
has  been  discovered  at  Bates,  Ark.,  and  that 
the  find  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  interest  in 
that  section.  Since  the  first  strike  a  number  of 
shafts  have  been  opened  up  and  digging  is 
progressing  rapidly. 

The  private  car  of  Frank  P.  Jeffries,  general 
passenger  agent  of  the  Rock  Island  and  'Frisco 
systems,  passed  through  Kansas  City  yester¬ 
day.  In  the  party  were  R.  R.  Hammond,  of 
the  peering  Coal  Co.  of  Chicago;  Hugh 
Shirkie,  the  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  coal  operator. 


Wheeling,  W  Va.,  Oct.  24.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  controversy  over  the  basis 
of  car  distribution  for  the  coke  ovens  in  the 
Flat  Top  field  has  been  brought  to  a  focus 
again  by  a  conference  of  a  majority  of  the  op¬ 
erators  with  representatives  of  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  Railroad. 

Seventy-one  per  cent  of  the  voting  strength 
of  the  operations,  composed  of  a  vote  for  each 
coke  oven,  favored  the  change  from  an  oven 
basis  to  the  capacity  basis.  President  John¬ 
son,  of  the  railroad,  announced  subsequently 
that  he  would  not  put  the  new  basis  into  ef¬ 
fect  until  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  operations 
were  favorably  disposed.  Only  six  hundred 
ovens  were  unrepresented  at  the  conference 
out  of  a  total  of  thirteen  thousand. 

It  will  have  to  be  ascertained  by  actual 
experience  how  much  each  operation  can  load 
to  arrive  at  the  new  basis,  and  from  the  load¬ 
ing  figures  the  percentage  of  cars  will  be  ap¬ 
portioned.  To  put  the  new  basis  into  working 
order  will  naturally  require  some  time,  but 
present  indications  do  not  assure  that  the 
three-tenths  opposed  to  the  change  will  wel¬ 
come  it. 

When  a  vote  was  taken  on  the  proposition 
several  months  ago  those  opposed  to  a  change 
were  in  a  majority.  The  second  conference 
may  dispose  of  the  contention. 

Data  has  been  collected  in  the  New  River 
region  showing  that  for  the  year  ending  with 
August,  that  is,  a  year  from  August,  1905,  the 
seventy-one  operations  produced  5,518,322  tons 
of  coal  and  10,908  tons  of  coke. 

The  twelve  Dixon  mines  led,  with  the  half 
dozen  of  the  Smokeless  Coal,  controlled  by  the 
Wittenberg  interests,  second,  while  the  McKell 
mines  were  third. 

Natural  gas  may  soon  play  the  same  trick 
in  West  Virginia  that  it  has  turned  in  Indiana. 
Local  industries  that  for  years  relied  on  the 
fuel  have  been  forced  to  shut  down  this  fall 
because  of  the  short  supply.  Higher  prices 
for  domestic  consumption  in  Ohio  cities  and 
other  distant  points  have  induced  the  com¬ 
panies  to  give  the  steel,  iron,  pottery,  and 


and  J.  Wooley  of  the  Wooley  Coal  Co.,  Evans¬ 
ville,  Ind. 

Ceorge  C.  Breckenridge,  the  well  known 
mining  engineer,  is  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  was 
called  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  father. 

For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  mines  in  north  Missouri  and  was  widely 
known  by  coal  operators  in  this  district,  having 
been  here  upon  t\yo  or  three  different  occa¬ 
sions  on  business  with  mine  companies  in  south¬ 
eastern  Kansas.  Later  he  moved  his  family  tc 
Guadalajara,  Mexico,  where  he  acquired  inter¬ 
ests  in  several  mines,  the  management  of  which 
he  had  up  to  his  death.  A  few  years  ago  he 
moved  his  family  back  from  Mexico  and  located 
them  in  Columbia,  Missouii,  and  recently  he  lo¬ 
cated  them  in  Farmington,  Missouri.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  in  St.  Louis  under 
treatment  for  uremic  poison. 

Instead  of  having  a  basement  half-filled  with 
the  coal  pile  and  laboring  morning  and  night 
with  the  shovel,  it  will  be  possible  soon  to  turn 
on  a  faucet  and  let  a  bucket  of  coal  run  out,  if 
the  plans  of  Dr.  George  R.  Nunnelly  succeed. 
Dr.  Nunnelly  announced  in  Bevier,  Missouri, 
that  he  had  it  all  figured  out  and  demonstrated. 
According  to  the  inventor  it  will  be  easy.  Coal 
miners  will  disappear.  Their  places  will  be  taken 
by  men  who  will  spray  the  face  of  the  coal  veins 
with  a  solution  Dr.  Nunnelly  has  invented.  The 
coal,  he  says,  will  be  turned  into  a  liquid  by  this 
means.  The  liquid  coal  will  be  pumped  to  the 
surface  and  stored  in  tanks.  As  soon  as  it  is  ex¬ 
posed  to  light  and  air,  he  says,  it  will  become 
hard.  ^  Liquid  coal  will  be  piped,  he  says,  as  oil 
now  is,  and  will  be  distributed  to  consumers  in 
cities  and  towns  as  gas  is  served.  Dr.  Nunnelly 
exhibited  a  dark  fluid  of  about  the  consistency 
of  mucilage  which,  when  exposed  to  light  and 
air,  gradually  hardens.  This,  he  said,  was  liquid 
coal. 

William  Batrim,  formerly  of  the  Central  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  has  succeeded  Russell  Smith  as  city 
sales  agent  of  the  Wear  Coal  Co. 


glass  industries  the  alternative  of  higher  prices 
or  going  back  to  coal. 

Some  of  the  furnaces  are  trying  to  meet  the 
situation  by  using  some  coal  and  economizing 
with  less  gas  in  the  same  fires.  All  up  and 
down  the  Ohio  valley  there  are  similar  com¬ 
plaints.  While  West  Virginia  leads  all  the 
states  as  a  gas  producer,  its  supply  is  being 
piped  to  other  states,  almost  entirely  for  resi¬ 
dential  consumption,  and  its  threatened  pass¬ 
ing  from  the  local  industries  is  presenting  a 
problem  which  will  be  solved  most  likely  in 
the  interests  of  the  coal  man. 

The  state  mining  commission  to  revise  the 
laws  has  resumed  its  sessions  and  Governor 
Dawson  in  greeting  the  members  took  occa¬ 
sion  to  remark  that  there  were  operators  who 
were  so  greedy  for  the  dollar  that  they  didn’t 
care  for  the  sacrifice  of  life.  As  he  failed  to 
specify  instances,  and  as  there  is  an  election 
corning  on  soon,  there  are  grounds  for  be¬ 
lieving  the  governor  was  playing  to  the  gal¬ 
lery,  for  it  is  inconceivable  that  operators 
should  risk  the  immense  financial  cost  of 
mining  disasters. 

It  is  said  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co., 
which  owns  the  tow  boat  Raymond  Horner, 
which  was  damaged  by  an  accident  near  Park¬ 
ersburg,  will  institute  a  damage  suit  against 
the  Baker  Contract  Co.,  alleging  negligence. 

The  Carver  Bros.,  operating  in  the  Kan¬ 
awha  valley,  lost  a  new  barge  containing  fif¬ 
teen  thousand  bushels  of  coal,  which  tore 
loose  from  its  moorings  during  a  sudden  rise 
and  broke  up  after  a  plunge  over  a  dam. 

-A  big  deal  is  reliably  reported  to  be  pend¬ 
ing  in  the  eastern  Ohio  field  whereby  the 
A  oughiougheny  &  Ohio  will  purchase  the  prop¬ 
erties  of  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  for  a 
consideration  around  $1,500,000.  There  are 
seven  mines  and  thirty-five  thousand  acres  of 
the  Pittsburg  number  eight  seam  involved. 
The  two  concerns  are  now  the  largest  indi¬ 
vidually  in  the  field  and  the  combine  would  be 
a  formidable  one. 

General  Manager  Lee  L.  Malone  of  the 
Fairmont  and  allied  concerns  left  this  week 
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for  Chicago  to  inspect  the  holdings  of  the 
Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  in  that  section,  He 
was  joined  there  by  President  C.  W.  Watson 
and  Vice-president  Jere  H.  Wheelwright.  Be¬ 
fore  returning  the  party  will  inspect  the  com¬ 
pany’s  docks  and  steamers  at  Duluth  and  other 
lake  ports  and  look  over  the  trade  situation  in 
Minneapolis  and  other  cities  in  the  northwest. 

Mr.  Malone’s  field  of  responsibility  has  been 
widening  gradually,  and  in  the  future  he  will 
devote  more  attention  to  the  company’s  inter¬ 
ests  beyond  the  mere  routine  of  the  Fairmont 
office. 

The  Mingo  Block  Coal  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  by  V.  L.  Highland  and  other  West 
Virginians  to  operate  in  Harrison  county,  with 
an  authorized  $350,000  capitalization. 

Joseph  H.  Boyd,  who  opened  up  the  Glen¬ 


dale  mine  and  who  has  been  prominently  con¬ 
nected  with  other  New  River  concerns,  has 
disposed  of  his  holdings  and  gone  to  Wyom¬ 
ing  to  take  charge  of  a  large  ranch  for  his 
father.  C.  B.  Helwig,  who  has  bought  him 
out,  has  been  superintendent  of  the  mine  at 
Quinnimont. 

Charles  M.  Shank,  superintendent  of  the  H. 
C.  Frick  Coal  &  Coke  Co.’s  plant  at  Lemont, 
Pa.,-  has  been  visiting  at  Morgantown.  He 
reports  an  amazing  scarcity  of  help.  The 
coke  business  is  booming,  but  the  companies 
cannot  secure  sufficient  men. 

Jarius  Collins,  a  prominent  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  operator,  and  a  brother  of  Justus  Collins, 
the  well  known  Charleston  operator,  has  been 
nominated  by  the  democrats  of  his  district 
for  the  state  senate. 


The  Betroit  Coal  Trade. 


Detroit,  Oct.  24— (Special  Correspondence.) 
—It  is  with  fear  and  trembling  that  the  coal  men 
of  this  city  consult  the  weather  predictions.^  The 
car  shortage  today  is  something  very  serious— 
the  worst  ever  experienced — and,  if  a  big  storm 
occurs,  which,  by  the  way,  is  predicted,  they 
anticipate  a  real  famine.  Up  to  date  the  big 
companies  have  been  able  to  take  care  of 
present  customers,  but  are  refusing  all  new  busi¬ 
ness  and  cannot  tell  from  day  to  day  what  the 
situation  will  be  in  twenty-four  hours. 

The  demand,  both  for  steam  and  domestic 
coal,  has  been  heavy  the  past  week  and  every¬ 
body  has  been  doing  a  rushing  business.  The 
car  tracks  are  almost  empty  and  there  is  good 
trading  in  all  grades.  Even  fine  coal,  especially 
the  nut,  pea  and  slack  variety,  is  _  in  great  de¬ 
mand,  and  the  man  who  is  not  doing  a  rushing 
trade  nowadays  in  Detroit  is  not  to  be  found. 
At  last  it  can  be  said  that  the  consumers  have 
waked  up  and  the  shippers,  while  regretting  that 
the  car  shortage  hampers  the  business,  cannot 
help  laughing  and  saying  with  a  good  deal  of 
relish:  “I  told  you  so.” 

Hocking  is  going  like  hot  cakes  when_  it  can 
be  found,  at  two  dollars  a  ton,  and  Massillon  at 


$2.25  is  also  in  good  demand.  Imperial  Cam¬ 
bridge  is  also  easily  placed  and  there  are  many 
inquiries  for  cannel.  Hocking  slack  sells  for 
seventy-five  cents,  an  increase  in  price  from  forty 
and  forty-five  cents  over  what  it  was  a  month 
ago.  Yioughiougheny  slack  brings  eighty-five 
cents.  In  fact  any  old  grade  or  size  is  being 
snapped  up  nowadays  and  buyers  are  glad  to 
get  it.  The  past  week  has  been  the  busiest  for 
many  months,  the  car  shortage  making  a  brisk 
and  keen  market.  Everybody  is  buying;  the  big 
shipper  is  going  out  after  coal  with  which  to 
fill  his  contract,  and  the  consumer  is  anxious 
to  replenish  his  stock  before  the  car  shortage 
gets  any  worse. 

The  miners  in  the  Massillon  district  are  work¬ 
ing  about  two  days  in  the  week,  and  in  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  the  mines  were  in  operation  but  sixty- 
five  hours  in  the  past  fourteen  days.  The  people 
are  now  paying  for  their  delay  in  buying  when 
prices  were  cheap  and  delivery  was  sure. 

The  hard  coal  situation  is  encouraging  on  the 
whole.  Dealers  are  busy  and  the  mines  are  mak¬ 
ing  prompt  shipments.  Orders  from  the  country 
dealers  are  coming  in  quite  rapidly  and  the  sales 
agents  have  plenty  of  work  on  hand. 


IQentucky  and  Tennessee  J^ews. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Oct.  24,  190&.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — With  the  price  of  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee  coals  still  soaring  higher, 
complaints  of  Louisville  people  have  taken  shape 
as  follows: 

A  resolution  looking  toward  the  establishment 
of  a  municipal  coal  yard  has  been  introduced  in 
the  board  of  aldermen,  and  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  a  committee. 

Another  resolution  has  been  adopted  request¬ 
ing  the  commonwealth’s  attorney  to  institute  an 
investigation  in  regard  to  “a  reported  cornbina- 
tion  among  firms,  corporations  and  individuals 
selling  coal  in  the  city  of  Louisville  whereby  the 
price  to  customers  has  been  regulated  to  suit 
their  selfish  purposes.” 

The  advance  in  price  which  has  caused  the 
trouble  was  from  fourteen  cents  to  fifteen  cents 
per  bushel  for  first  and  second  pool  Pittsburg 
and  from  thirteen  cents  to  fourteen  cents  per 
bushel  for  fourth  pool  Pittsburg  and  Jellico; 
while  western  Kentucky  lump  was  moved  up 
from  twelve  cents  to  thirteen  cents  per  bushel. 
This  was  done  chiefly  in  the  interest  of  the 
Jellico  dealers,  who  found  themselves  unable  to 
obtain  rail  coal  at  any  price,  which  would  per¬ 
mit  of  their  handling  it.  The  market  on  Jellico 
and  eastern  Kentucky  coals  stands  practically  one 
dollar  per  ton  higher  than  at  this  season  last 
year. 

Will  Investigate  Louisville  Next. 

While  Louisville  among  Kentucky  cities  seems 
to  be  the  particular  storm  center,  the  entire 
state  and  the  south  are  watching  with  interest 
the  result  of  the  investigation  now  being  held 
at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  by  the  interstate  commerce 
commission,  as  the  commission  have  announced 
their  intention  to  adjourn  to  Louisville  as  soon 
as  they  finish  looking  into  the  charges  of  dis¬ 


crimination  preferred  against  the  Southern  rail¬ 
way  by  the  Middlesboro  district  operators. 

A  number  of  the  most  substantial  operators  of 
this  district  have  testified  and  have  produced 
records  in  an  effort  to  show  that  their  mines 
were  discriminated  against  in  favor  of  the  Man¬ 
ring  Coal  Exchange,  which  is  a  sales  agency  con¬ 
trolling  the  output  of  a  number  of  mines.  C. 
M.  Woodbury,  president  of  the  Mingo  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  testified  that  car  shortage  had  reduced 
the  value  of  the  output  of  his  mine  from  $158,- 
000  to  $93,000  in  the  past  three  years,  and 
that  his  company  is  practically  ruined.  He  said 
that  he  had  been  unable  to  sell  coal  to  the 
Southern  Railway  Co.  on  a  satisfactory  basis 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Manring  Ex¬ 
change.  Officials  of  the  Turner  Coal  Co.,  Co¬ 
lumbia  Coal  Co.,  Middlesboro  Coal  Co.,  Sham¬ 
rock  Coal  Co.,  and  Ralston  Coal  Co.  gave  in¬ 
teresting  testimony  in  regard  to  prorating  the 
always  scanty  supply  of  cars.  High  officials  of 
the  Southern  were  present,  but  have  not  yet  been 
heard  in  full. 

Admits  Owning  Mining  Stock. 

C.  S.  Mannus,  who  recently  resigned  as  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Southern  Railway  Co. 
to  go  into  coal  mining  in  the  Middlesboro  dis¬ 
trict,  admitted  that  while  with  the  Southern  he 
and  other  Southern  officials  had  owned  stock  in 
several  coal  companies.  In  answer  to  Judge 
Clements,  of  the  commission,  he  stated  that  he 
saw  no  impropriety  in  this. 

It  is  understood  that  the  charges  to  be  inves¬ 
tigated  in  Louisville  are  as  follows: 

That  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad, 
through  the  Louisville  Property  Co.,  owns  about 
fifty  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Bell  and 
Whitley  counties  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

That  the  Louisville  and  Nashville  favors  the 


Jellico-Laurel  Coal  Co.,  the  chief  distributing 
agent  for  eastern  Kentucky  coal  in  Louisville. 

That  the  same  interests  control  the  Jellico- 
Laurel  Coal  Co.  and  the  Byrne  &  Speed  Co., 
also  a  distributing  agent  in  Louisville  for  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  and  western  Kentucky  coal,  and  a  sup¬ 
posed  competitor  of  the  Jellico-Laurel  Coal  Co. 

Blue  Gem  Brings  $3.50. 

With  muttcrings  in  many  quarters  the  price 
of  coals  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  the  south 
is  about  as  follows:  Best  Blue  Gem  block,  $3.50 
f.  o.  b.  mines ;  Blue  Gem  lump  and  block,  $3.25 ; 
best  Jellico  lump  and  block,  $3.00 ;  standard  east¬ 
ern  Kentucky  lump  and  block,  $2.50;  nut  and 
slack  and  steam  are  strong,  ranging  from  55c.  to 
80c  f.  o.  b.  mines,  for  nut  and  slack,  according 
to  quality,  and  90c.  to  $1.15  for  steam;  straight 
run-of-mine  from  small  mines  which  do  not 
screen  their  output  is  being  purchased  for  use 
as  domestic  coal  and  is  bringing  from  $1.25  to 
$1.60  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

Snead  &  Meguire,  of  Louisville,  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  output  of  Perry  Cole’s  mine,  near 
Pittsburg,  Kentucky,  which  is  operating  a  small 
territory  of  unworked  land  on  the  property  of 
the  old  Peacock  Coal  Co.  The  quality  of  the 
coal,  of  which  very  little  is  left,  equals  anything 
in  that  section. 

Mr.  James  F.  Maepherson,  manager  of  the  Blue 
Gem  Coal  Co.,  of  Jellico,  Tennessee,  has  re¬ 
turned  to  the  main  office  of  the  company  in 
Louisville,  after  spending  a  month  at  the  mines. 
He  reported  that  last  week  he  secured  only  eight 
Southern  cars  and  sixteen  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  cars,  his  output  being  thus  considerably  re¬ 
stricted. 

F.  F.  Snead,  of  Snead  &  Meguire,  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  through  eastern  Kentucky 
where  he  was  busy  getting  cars  shipped  to  im¬ 
portunate  customers. 

R.  M.  Jackson,  president  of  the  First  National 
bank,  of  London,  Kentucky,  also  president  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  sustained  a  sprained  ankle 
during  the  recent  fire,  which  destroyed  almost 
an  entire  block  in  London.  The  town  of  London 
has  no  fire  protection,  and  Mr.  Jackson  was  gal¬ 
lantly  leading  the  bucket  brigade  when  he  suf¬ 
fered  his  injury.  Mr.  Jackson  gamely  stood  on 
the  burning  deck  until  the  flames  were  under 
control. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

The  shaft  of  the  Burr  Oak  Coal  Co.,  at  Oliver, 
Iowa,  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  causing  a 
loss  of  $3,000. 

The  Pocahontas  Colliery  Co.  has  declared  its 
regular  quarterly  dividend  of  one  and  one-half  per 
cent,  payable  November  first. 

The  Peerless  Coal  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has 
filed  an  amendment  to  its  charter  increasing  the 
amount  of  capital  stock  from  $10,000  to  $13,000. 

Work  on  the  new  coal  dock  being  erected  at 
Two  Harbors,  Minn.,  is  progressing  slowly  and  it 
has  been  decided  not  to  put  it  in  service  this  sea¬ 
son. 

The  Gibson  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  have 
given  up  the  retail  end  of  their  business  and  in  the 
future  will  devote  themselves  to  the  wholesale 
business  exclusively. 

Owing  to  a  shortage  of  coal  in  Utah  the  new 
Garfield  smelter  of  the  American  Smelting  &  Re¬ 
fining  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  has  been  obliged  to 
close.  The  shortage  of  coal  is  said  to  be  due  to 
the  inability  to  secure  cars  and  labor. 

George  Warren,  capitalist  of  Franklin,  Ohio, 
is  organizing  a  company  for  the  development  of 
four  thousand  acres  of  rich  coal  and  timber  land 
in  western  Knott  county,  Kentucky,  which  he 
recently  acquired. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Leonard,  state  geologist  of  North 
Dakota,  has  completed  a  study  of  the  lignite  be<ls 
of  western  North  Dakota  and  eastern  Montana 
by  order  of  President  Roosevelt  in  pursuance  of 
his  plan  to  protect  the  people  from  future  fuel 
famine. 

The  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel  Co.  has  purchased 
from  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg. 
Pa.,  five  thousand  acres  of  coal  land.  '1  he  prop¬ 
erty  adjoins  the  present  holding  of  the  steel 
company  and  the  consideration  was  one  thousand 
dollars  per  acre. 
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Six  Hundred  Million  Dollars  Worth  of  Hard  Coal. 


'I'he  trust  deed  securing  tiie  Reading's  general 
mortgage  sinking-fund  bonds  stipulates  that  five 
cents  a  ton  for  anthraede  coal  mined  shall  Pe  set 
aside  as  a  sinking  fund  to  cover  impairment  of 
the  pledged  property.  Under  this  provision,  and 
for  similar  purposes,  the  Reading  management 
has  appropriated  an  average  of  say  $800,000  yearly 
since  1800,  to  cover  depletion  of  mines.  As¬ 
suming  this  as  a  basis  of  computation,  it  may  he 
shown  that  the  accumulation  of  such  an  annual 
sinking  fund  would  e.xceed  $:j00,000,000  to  protect 
the  bonds  at  maturity.  It  is  well  known  that 
mortgages  are  a  lien  on  security  worth  greatly 
in  excess  of  the  amount  loaned,  hence  it  is  just 
to  assume  that  a  sinking  fund  accumidation  of 
$200,000,000  indicates  coal  property  of  far  greater 
value.  Probably  we  shall  he  much  below  the 
truth  in  estimating  Reading’s  hard  coal  assets 
at  $24.'),o00,()00,  or  ten  cents  a  ton  on  Ruley’s 
report  of  unmined  available  supply. 

We  are  fully  justified  in  this  assumption  since 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.’s  sinking  fund  clause 
requires  ten  cents  a  ton  mined  to  cover  depletion, 
and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  this  figure  is  below 
the  actual  value  of  the  product.  It  is  probable 
that  the  total  anthracite  coal  property  of  the  car¬ 
riers  is  worth  at  least  ten  cents  a  ton,  or  more 
than  $()()(), 000,000  after  liberal  allowance  for  all 
the  risks  of  mining. 

Before  May  1,  l!)t)8,  the  railways  of  the  United 
States  must  solve  the  hardest  problem  they  have 
faced  since  pioneer  days — the  disposition  of  their 
mineral  assets  to  comply  with  the  new  law. 

Incidentally,  shrewd  investors  and  speculators 
will  he  given  an  exceptional  chance  to  make  big 
profits  in  the  shares  of  the  coal  roads. 

Section  one  of  the  “Rate  Act’’  passed  last 
June  makes  it 

Unlawful  for  Any  Interstate  Railway 

to  transport  any  article,  other  than  timber,  which 
it  produces  or  owns,  directly  or  indirectly,  except 
such  articles  as  may  be  necessary  for  its  use  as 
a  common  carrier.  This  law  was  passed  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  public  sentiment,  and  the  railways  will 
comply  with  it  as  promptly  as  possible. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  prime  intention  of  Con¬ 
gress  was  to  free  anthracite  coal  production  from 
the  common  carriers.  Official  reports  show  that 
96.29  per  cent  of  the  total  hard  coal  deposits  of 
Pennsylvania  are  owned  or  controlled  by  the 
railroads;  and  that  91  per  cent  are  directly  owned 
by  them. 

To  indicate  the 

Magnitude  of  the  Problem 

now  pending,  it  will  be  well  to  cite  the  chief 
facts  about  the  anthracite  coal  supply.  The 
Pennsylvania  Geological  Survey  estimates  that 
the  three  anthracite  basins  originally  contained 
19,500  million  tons,  of  which  only  forty  per  cent 
can  be  recovered  from  the  workings.  About  3,600 
niillion  tons  have  been  used  or  unavoidably  lost 
in  the  collieries,  leaving  say  15,900  million  tons 
in  the  earth.  Of  this  sixty  per  cent  will  be  lost 
either  in  pillars  to  support  the  roofs  of  the  mines 
or  in  culm  and  waste,  leaving  available  a  total  of 
about  6,630  million  tons  of  marketable  anthracite. 

Of  this  total  supply  the  coal  roads  own  or 
control  about  6,130  million  tons,  according  to  the 
official  estimate.  All  of  it  lies  within  484  square 
miles  in  nine  counties  of  Pennsylvania.  Under 
the  present  system  of  production  -the  exhaustion 
of  the  fields  during  this  century  is  practically 
certain. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain 

Figures  Showing  the  Ownership 

among  the  carriers — the  estimate  of  Ruley  is  usu¬ 
ally  accepted.  He  assigns  to  Reading  3,450  mil¬ 
lion  tons;  to  Lehigh  Valley  470  millions;  to 
Lackawanna,  400  millions ;  to  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son,  260  millions ;  and  to  Pensylvania,  74  millions. 
Uentral  of  New  Jersey,  including  the  L.  C.  & 
N.  lease,  controls  500  millions.  Erie’s  large  hold¬ 
ings,  the  Coxe  estate  (recently  acquired  by  Le¬ 
high  Valley),  the  Pennsylvania  railroad’s  sub¬ 
sidiaries,  and  O.  &  W.  probably  make  up  the  total 
reported  by  the  state  geologists. 

The  First  Step 

toward  compliance  with  the  new  law  necessarily 
will  be  an  appraisal  of  each  coal  property  and 


of  each  railway.  The  census  bureau  has  worked 
out  a  scientific  method  of  valuation  covering  the 
tangible  and  intangible  assets  of  carriers.  It 
will  be  relatively  easy  to  put  a  fair  value  on  the 
railway  properties  as  such ;  but  the  problem  of 
appraising  the  unmined  coal  and  the  mining  fran¬ 
chises  presents  great  difficulties.  The  balance 
sheets  of  the  coalers  afford  little  light  on  the 
subject. 

It  is  impossible,  of  course,  to  effect  “cash  sales’’ 
of  properties  so  enormous.  Even  if  there  were 
no  risks  involved  in  the  case  there  would 

Not  Be  Enough  Available  Money 
to  carry  through  such  a  deal.  Even  at  ten  cents 
a  ton  it  would  require  a  large  part  of  the  total 
stock  of  currency.  Moreover,  the  resources  in¬ 
volved  are  largely  wrapped  up  in  the  future, 
hence  must  be  capitalized  in  such  a  way  as  to 
allow  of  their  gradual  conversion  into  cash. 

How  Is  the  Problem  to  Be  Solved? 

The  great  task  imposed  on  the  coal  roads  will 
resolve  itself  into  two  main  parts — first,  the  ap¬ 
praisal  of  their  carrying  properties,  in  which 
the  element  of  risk  is  relatively  small ;  and  sec¬ 
ond,  the  determination  of  the  total  value  of  the 
mining  lands,  deposits,  rights  to  operate,  and 
operating  plants.  Under  each  of  these  heads  will 
be  included  not  only  the  actual  inventory  values 
of  plant  and  equipment,  but  the  canitalized  value 
of  earning  power,  franchises,  good  will,  and  so 
on. 

When  these  appraisals  are  made,  we  shall 
see  that  Reading,  Lackawanna,  Lehigh  Valley 
and  Delaware  &  Hudson  think  their  unmined 
anthracite  is  worth  a  great  deal  more  than  ten 
cents  a  ton.  No  doubt  the  many  friends  of  Read¬ 
ing  will  find  that  their  estimate  of  $1,000  a  share 
for  the  equities  in  the  common  stock  is  some¬ 
where  near  the  truth. 

The  vital  point  is,  that  all  the 

Values  of  These  Coal  Lands, 

above  what  is  needed  to  take  care  of  the  bonds 
upon  them,  belongs  in  law  and  in  fact  to  the 
stockholders.  There  can  be  no  transfer  of  the  un¬ 
mined  coal  without  a  liberal  distribution  on  the 
stock.  How  this  will  be  brought  about  has  not 
been  disclosed,  nor  even  hinted,  but  the  wild 
speculation  in  Reading  lately  clearly  indicates 
that  the  stock  will  finally  get  a  big  bonus  of  some 
kind  to  represent  the  value  it  has  apart  from  the 
railway  plant. 

In  all  probability  the 

Holders  of  the  Present  Stocks 
will  be  given  new  securities  representing  their 
equities  in  the  railway  properties ;  and  with  them, 
new  stocks  or  bonds  to  cover  the  capitalized 
values  of  the  coal  assets.  In  this  way  the  rail¬ 
way  corporations  will  comply  with  the  new  law. 
The  next  step  will  be  the  execution  of  carrying 
contracts  similar  to  those  by  which  Ontario  & 
Western  hauls  the  Scranton  Coal  Co.’s  output, 
though  not  owning  the  mines  outright. 

Of  course  the  process  will  be  complex  because 
of  existing  mortgages  secured  by  joint  pledges 
of  rail  and  coal  properties,  but  there  will  be  legal 
genius  enough  to  settle  these  points  equitably. 

Well,  the  result  will  be  that  the  eight  or  nine 
hard  coal  carriers  will  haul  the  anthracite  to 
market  as  now,  each  from  its  own  distinctive 
field  as  now ;  but  free  from  the  risks  and  bur¬ 
densome  expenses  of  primary  production  which 
they  now  have  to  bear. 

The  coal  properties  in  due  course  will  pass 
into  the  hands  of  competent  mining  corporations ; 
they  will  be  administered  with  reference  not  to 
the  profits  on  the  freight  haul,  hut  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  economical  production  and  sale  of 
anthracite.  In  all  likelihood  better  mining  serv¬ 
ice  and  better  carrying  service.  In  various  ways 
the  real  value  of  the  coal  properties  will  be 
enhanced. 

The  air  is  full  of  rumors  as  to  mergers  of 
coal  roads  and  trunk  lines.  It  all  means  that 
the  coalers  are  the  most  coveted  roads  on  the 
map,  not  merely  because  they  own  the  coal,  but 
because  they  are  immensely  valuable  as  links 
in  the  railway  chain  between  tidewater  and  the 
interior. 

On  the  basis  of  1905  net  earnings,  using  census 
bureau  rates  of  computation,  the  eight  principal 


coalers  (not  including  Pennsylvania  railroad)  are 
worth  nearly  $1,200,000,000.  Their  coal  assets 
at  ten  cents  a  ton  are  worth  $600,000,000.  Their 
capital  is  around  $1,600,000,000,  including  all 
bonds  and  stocks.  In  some  way  the  holders  of 
the  stocks  in  these  roads  are  going  to  receive 
in  the  form  of  quick  assets  a  fair  equivalent 
for  their  undeveloped  wealth. 

No  doubt  the  distribution  will  be  in  new  se¬ 
curities  or  rights  and  some  patience  and  skill 
will  be  necessary  to  realize  the  full  value  of  the 
bonds.  The  impatient  man  will  sacrifice  his  hold¬ 
ings  by  premature  selling,  but  the  far-sighted 
ones  will  hold  on  and  be  richly  rewarded. 

Many  unhesitatingly  advise  friends  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  all  the  trading  opportunities  that 
offer  in  the  coaler  stocks.  Reading  has  had  a 
big  speculative  boom,  but  it  owns  the  lion’s 
share  of  the  unmined  coal,  and  is  entitled  to 
the  lion’s  share  of  the  profits  in  the  final  settle¬ 
ment. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  Reading  common  will 
sell  at  higher  prices  than  any  one  has  dared 
to  predict  for  it,  before  the  official  announce¬ 
ment  is  made.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
a  year  and  a  half  remains  in  which  to  complete  the 
negotiations;  and  in  the  meantime  these  stocks 
will  sell  much  lower  than  their  liquidating  value. 

The  patient  trader  who  watches  market  factors, 
buys  the  coaler  shares  in  bear  times  and  holds 
them,  will  make  the  big  profits. 

Government  to  Continue  Inspection. 

By  far  the  most  sensational  disclosures  yet 
made  in  any  of  the  investigations  by  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  commission  are  those  which  con¬ 
cern  the  relations  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  to 
the  coal  lands  in  its  territory.  There  is  the  most 
excellent  authority  for  the  statement  that  two 
important  departments  of  the  government  very 
soon  will  be  busied  in  further  inquiry  into  these 
conditions.  These  are  the  interior  department, 
which  is  concerned  with  the  revelations  about  the 
Union  Pacific’s  methods  of  getting  control  of  rich 
coal  lands  and  the  Department  of  Justice,  which 
will  have  its  attention  called  to  violations  of  the 
anti-trust  law  and  the  interstate  commerce  act. 

Commissioner  Prouty,  who  conducted  the  ex¬ 
aminations  in  Omaha.  Denver  and  Salt  Lake  City, 
is  expected  back  in  Washington  in  a  few  days, 
when  he  will  make  a  preliminary  report  on  his 
work,  which  will  probably  be  made  the  basis 
from  which  to  start  further  and  more  specific 
inciiiiries.  Looking  for  violations  of  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  law,  the  commission  has  stumbled 
upon  what  is  considered  the  most  startling  evi¬ 
dence  of  wholesale  infractions  of  both  the  land 
laws  and  the  anti-trust  act.  In  the  line  of  the 
president’s  policy  of  prosecuting  fraud  against 
the  public  it  is  expected  these  schemes  will  be  in- 
investigated  in  the  utmost  detail. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  these  Union  Pacific  reve¬ 
lations  get  much  nearer  to  the  chief  executive 
officers  of  the  railroad  than  did  the  amazing  dis¬ 
closures  of  graft  in  the  relations  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  road  to  its  coal  business,  and  that  the 
L^nion  Pacific  revelations  will  drag  in  magnates 
of  the  first  caliber. 

There  is  intimation  that  still  further  inquiry 
will  be  made  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  Colorado 
Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  the  Utah  Fuel  Co.,  and  other  big 
concerns  of  the  mountain  country  will  get  atten¬ 
tion. 

Brazen  Violations  of  the  Law. 

The.se  investigations  have  developed  that  the 
fuel  supply  of  an  immense  section  of  country  is 
practically  monopolized  by  the  Harriman  system. 
It  has  secured  control  of  the  coal  lands,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  testimony,  by  fraudulent  methods, 
which  included  the  employment  of  a  subsidiary 
company,  whose  stock  was  owned  by  the  railroad 
compaii}’,  and  whose  employes,  as  well  as  other 
persons,  were  procured  to  file  on  coal  lands  and 
then  turn  them  over  to  this  subsidiary  concern. 
When  it  could  not  get  actual  control  of  coal 
lands,  the  Union  Pacific  would  deny  switching 
facilities  to  independent  operators,  or  if  they  se¬ 
cured  these  would  keep  them  from  getting  cars. 
It  has  also  been  charged  that  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  practically  fixes  the  prices  of  coal  in  cities 
along  its  lines  and  that  these  are  made  outrage¬ 
ously  high. 
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C.  M.  Moderwell,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  made  a  business  trip  to  Mecca,  Ind.,  the 
location  of  his  mines. 

William  H.  Hockaday,  of  Jewett,  Bigelow  & 
Brooks,  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  in  Chicago  on  a 
business  trip  this  week. 

E  M.  Saunders,  president  of  the  North¬ 
western  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  is  spending 
a  few  days  in  Chicago  this  week. 

J.  H.  Clagett,  Chicago  sales  agent  for  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  is 
east  on  a  business  trip  for  a  few  days. 

Morton  Otis,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  is  spending  a  few 
days  in  Minneapolis  on  a  business  trip. 

E.  J.  Ready,  superintendent  of  the  Capitol 
Coal  Co.,  Springfield,  Ill.,  is  spending  a  few 
days  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business. 

Henry  Price,  together  with  his  brother, 
William  Price,  Davies  county,  Ind.,  is  making 
arrangements  to  open  a  new  coal  mine  near 
Maysville. 

H.  D.  Fulton,  334  West  Sixty-second  street, 
Chicago,  an  old  and  conservative  coal  dealer, 
is  running  for  state  representative  on  the  re¬ 
publican  ticket. 

While  drilling  for  oil  at  Winslow,  a  small 
town  eight  miles  south  of  Petersburg,  Ind., 
an  eight-foot  vein  of  coal  was  struck  at  a 
depth  of  eighty  feet. 

B.  H.  Kemper,  secretary  and  manager  of 
the  Baum  Coal  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  passed 
through  Chicago  this  week  on  a  business  tour 
in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

R.  R.  Watt,  president  of  the  VVatt  Mining 
'  Car  Wheel  Co.,  of  Barnesville,  Ohio,  while  on 

;  a  business  trip  to  Arizona,  passed  through 

^  Chicago  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

ft 

A  twenty-one-inch  vein  of  coal  has  been 
struck  on  the  farm  of  E.  Campbell,  three  and 
a  half  miles  north  of  Villisca,  Iowa,  and  the 
vein  is  to  be  developed  as  soon  as  possible. 

M.  R.  Kelly,  manager  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  & 
Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  is  out  of 
•  town  for  a  few  days  on  a  business  trip.  It  is 
expected  that  he  will  return  the  last  of  the 
week. 

G.  F.  Nevins,  traffic  manager  of  the  Chicago, 

;  Zeigler  &  Gulf  Railroad,  is  making  a  ten  days’ 
business  trip  through  the  northwest,  especially 
Seattle  and  Portland.  He  is  expected  to  re- 
:  turn  to  Chicago  Saturday. 

According  to  official  reports  recently  issued 
the  mineral  wealth  of  the  state  of  Illinois  for 
the  year  190.5  was  $57,989,000,  of  which  $39,- 
754,000  was  coal.  The  production  of  coal  for 
the  past  ten  years  has  increased  113  per  cent. 

'  Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler 

Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  made  a  business 
f  trip  last  week  to  the  West  Virginia  mines  of 

<  the  company.  He  reports  that  he  found  a 

<«  number  of  mines  closed  on  account  of  the 

J  excessive  car  shortage. 

J  Preliminary  work  has  been  started  on  the 

T  large  coal  dock  of  Pickands,  Mather  &  Co.,  of 

1  Cleveland,  which  is  to  be  erected  at  Detour. 

5  Tire  estimated  cost  of  the  new  dock,  when 

.t  equipped  with  machiuery,  is  $400,000,  and  will 

>.«  be  three  hundred  feet  wide  by  one  thousand 

^  feet  long.  The  dock  will  be  used  in  supply¬ 


ing  the  marine  trade  of  the  Lake  Superior  re¬ 
gion,  being  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary’s  river. 

The  Simmons  Coal  Co.,  two  miles  north  of 
Canton,  111.,  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  expects  to  have  its  new  mine 
in  full  operation  by  the  first  of  January.  The 
coal  is  of  good  quality,  from  the  fifth  vein,  and 
is  at  a  depth  of  120  feet. 

The  strike  which  has  existed  for  some  time 
at  the  mines  of  the  Raccoon  Valley  Mining 
Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  has  now  been  adjusted. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  company  has  agreed  to 
pay  the  scale,  and  also  all  miners  who  have 
been  out  for  the  past  five  weeks. 

Large  outcroppings  of  anthracite  coal  are 
said  to  have  been  discovered  near  Manistee, 
Mich.  The  coal  is  absolutely  clear  of  impuri¬ 
ties  so  far  as  the  eye  can  determine  and  on 
being  analyzed  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  was  pro¬ 
nounced  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 

The  Youghiougheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.  have 
opened  an  office  in  the  Fisher  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  with  J.  L.  McMahon  in  charge.  It  is 
the  intention  of  the  company  to  give  more  at¬ 
tention  to  the  all  rail  trade  in  the  future,  thus 
relieving  the  congestion  at  their  docks. 

The  net  earnings  for  the  Columbus  &  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the 
month  of  August,  1906,  amounted  to  $15,207, 
as  compared  with  $4,097  in  July  of  the  same 
year.  The  large  increase  is  evidence  of  a 
complete  recovery  from  the  effects  of  the 
strike. 

Eugene  Zimmerman,  Cincinnati  capitalist 
and  millionaire,  is  stopping  for  a  few  days  at 
the  Auditorium  Annex,  Chicago.  He  is  mak¬ 
ing  plans  to  build  and  operate  a  railroad  to 
market  the  product  of  a  large  tract  of  coal 
land  which  he  recently  acquired  in  central 
Kentucky. 

C.  W.  Watson,  president  of  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.,  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  -will  be  in  Chicago 
during  the  horse  show.  It  is  said  that  Mr. 
Watson  has  secured  entries  for  twenty-two 
horses.  At  Kansas  City  last  week  he  carried 
off  thirty-two  prizes,  twenty-one  first  prizes 
and  eleven  seconds. 

A  striking  feature  of  the  report  made  by  the 
United  States  geological  survey  on  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  in  this  country,  is  the  rapid 
growth  in  the  use  of  mining  machines.  In 
1905  103,396,452  tons  were  mined  by  machines, 
as  compared  with  78,606,997  tons  in  1904,  or 
over  thirty-one  per  cent. 

The  Klondyke  mine  at  Clinton,  Ind.,  for¬ 
merly  owned  and  operated  by  the  Keller  Coal 
Co.,  Chicago,  has  been  sold  to  the  Dering  Coal 
Co.  The  mine  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
district  and  employs  about  three  hundred  men. 
The  transfer  gives  the  Dering  company  con¬ 
trol  of  all  but  three  mines  in  the  Clinton  field. 

The  Smith-Lohr  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Pana 
Ill.,  which  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  say  that  the  C.  & 
E.  1.  will  have  a  switch  running  into  their 
mine  by  November  first.  This  will  give  theni 
a  car  supply  from  the  Illinois  Central,  Big 
Four,  B.  &  O.  S.  W.,  and  the  C.  &  E.  1. 
railroads. 

J.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager,  Kelly’s 
Creek  Colliery  Co.,  is  on  the  war  path,  lie 
says  unscrupulous  jobbers  are  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  reputation  of  his  Ward  Cast  Iron 
Splint  and  Ward  Thin  Vein  Cedar  Grove  coals 
and  are  substituting  cheaper  and  inferior  coals 


when  his  coals  are  specified.  Ward  coal  can¬ 
not  be  shipped  in  anything  but  H.  V.,  T.  & 
O.  C.,  K.  &  M.,  K.  C.  &  N.  W.,  B.  S.,  and  B.  C. 
railway  cars. 

The  Sedalia  Coal  C(x,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  have  not  been  involved  in  any  way 
in  the  financial  troubles  that  have  overtaken 
J.  Will  Smith  since  he  purchased  the  Sedalia 
mine  at  Gloucester,  Ohio.  The  Sedalia  Coal 
Co.  sold  their  property  at  Gloucester  last  June 
to  Smith  and  it  seems  he  immediately  mort¬ 
gaged  the  property  for  all  it  was  worth  and  left 
about  a  month  ago  for  parts  unknown.  J.  W. 
Blower,  general  manager,  Hislyvania  Coal 
Co.,  has  succeeded  W.  J.  Hamilton  of  Colum¬ 
bus  as  receiver  for  the  mine.  Every  indica¬ 
tion  points  to  the  disposal  of  the  property  at 
private  sale  and  it  is  hoped  to  realize  enoug:h 
money  to  satisfy  the  creditors.  The  Sedalia 
Coal  Co.  holds  a  first  mortgage  on  the  prop¬ 
erty  for  ten  thousand  dollars. 

V 

Capt.  George  Edwin  O’Neal,  a  well  known 
riverman  and  civil  war  veteran,  is  dead  at  his 
home  in  Steubenville,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
ty-four  years.  Mr.  O’Neal  was  engaged  as  a 
pilot  and  captain  for  fifty  years,  and  was  well 
known  along  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
especially  among  the  coal  shippers.  He  re¬ 
cruited  at  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war. 
Company  G  of  the  Thirtieth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  appointed  a  lieutenant.  He 
piloted  the  Silver  Wave  safely  past  the  bat¬ 
teries  of  Vicksburg.  The  boat  w.p  needed  to 
land  troops  below  the  besieged  city.  At  An- 
teitam  he  went  back  and  recovered  the  battle 
flag  when  down,  single-handed  and  under  fire 
from  the  enemy.  In  later  years  he  commanded 
the  steamers  C.  W.  Batchelder,  Abner  O’Neal 
and  F.  M.  Bayne  on  the  Ohio  river.  He  was 
a  son  of  the  late  Abner  O’Neal,  of  Steubenville. 
Ohio.  He  was  married  to  Anna  B.  Black,  who 
survives.  He  also  leaves  a  sister.  Miss  Fannie 
O’Neal,  of  Steubenville,  and  a  brother,  John 
O’Neal,  of  Pittsburg. 


Correspondence. 

Vand.m.ia  Coal  Comi>anv, 
District  Office. 

Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  October  18th,  1906. 
Editor  “The  Black  Diamond," 

Chicago,  III. : 

Dear  Sir — In  the  last  issue  of  Fuel  there  is  a 
story  taken  from  the  U.  M.  IV.  Journal,  to  the 
effect  that  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  violated  the 
contract  with  the  miners  by  blowing  the  whistle 
for  work  when  there  were  no  cars  in  sight,  and 
for  so  doing  was  fined  in  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
dollars,  which  the  company  is  alleged  to  have 
paid. 

The  statement  is  entirely  without  foundation. 
Our  company  has  not  violatctl  the  contract  in 
any  particular,  nor  have  they  liad  to  pay  any 
fine.  Yours  respectfully. 

(Signed)  John  Hewitt,  Gcn’l  Supt. 

V 

Stockholders  of  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.  have  decided  to  issue  the  remainder  of  the 
$7,300,000  common  stock,  amounting  to  $3,800,- 
000,  for  the  pur])osc  of  improvements.  New 
equipment  will  be  ordered  for  the  Birininghain 
&  Southern  Railroad,  the  terminal  line  which  the 
comiiany  acquired  some  time  ago. 

'I'he  Georgia  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  which  owns 
considerable  coal  land  throughout  the  south, 
has  been  absorbed  by  the  Southern  Steel  Co., 
of  Gadsden,  the  purchase  price  being  $2,000,000. 
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A  crusade  against  the  employment  of  children  has  been 
1700  Thousand  recently  taken  up  by  some  of  the  leading  magazines. 
Children  Work.  October  first  a  new  child  labor  law  went  into  effect 
in  New  York  state  which  has  been  agitating  the  restric¬ 
tion  of  child  labor  for  the  past  thirty  years.  The  new  law  demands  that  no 
person  under  sixteen  years  of  age  may  be  employed  in  any  factory  in  the 
state  before  six  a.  m.  or  after  eleven  p.  m.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  so  many 
states  are  not  giving  this  important  subject  more  attention.  The  vitality 
of  a  nation  depends  upon  the  ability,  endurance,  reliability  and  ambition  of 
the  rising  generation.  We  can  not  realize  the  meaning  to  civilization  of 
the  vast  army  of  child  laborers  who  are  robbed  of  their  vitality  and  then 
turned  out  as  moral  and  physical  wrecks. 

Do  you  know  the  content  of  the  conversation  of  the  average  group  of 
boy  or  girl  laborers?  Do  you  realize  what  kind  of  an  ethical  world  such 
associations  and  conversations  build  up  in  the  child-mind?  One  million  seven 
hundred  thousand  children  work.  The  mines  of  Pennsylvania  alone  employ 
twelve  thousand  little  boys  and  girls,  but  this  is  nothing  as  compared  with 
the  child  slavery  of  the  south.  The  Washington  Post  claims  that  the 
average  life  of  the  child  employed  during  the  period  of  adolescence  is  four 
years.  As  Mr.  Markham  says  in  the  Cosmopolitan,  “The  children  while 
yet  in  their  gristle  are  ground  down  that  a  few  more  millions  may  be  heaped 
up.”  Adolescence  is  the  period  when  the  children  should  be  in  school.  It 
is  commendable  to  note  that  many  of  the  states  have  compulsory  educational 
laws  which  are  enforced.  The  child  population  of  America  is  the  most 
cosmopolitan  in  all  the  world.  The  public  school  is  the  great  American  spirit 
builder.  If  you  do  not  believe  this  go  study  the  public  school’s  influence 
on  the  parents  of  children  in  the  foreign  sections  of  any  of  our  great  cities. 

To  the  American  public  schools  come  the  children  of  the  Germans  and 
French,  the  Scotch  and  Irish,  the  Italians  and  Poles.  Here  we  have  sitting, 
side  by  side.  Catholics,  Protestants,  Atheists,  Anarchists  and  Socialists.  The 
public  school  teaches  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man,  the  meaning  of  the 
stars  and  stripes  and  that  America  stands  for  opportunity.  All  this  is  indis¬ 
pensable  to  true  American  citizenship ;  yet  the  school  must  teach  the  child 
how  to  earn  a  livelihood  by  the  work  of  his  hands.  On  this  subject  Dr. 


Edward  Everett  Hale  suggests  that  we  have  a  more  rigid  factory  and  mine 
inspection  system;  that  the  child  should  go  to  school  at  least  half  of  the 
time  and  if  the  poverty  of  the  parents  require  that  the  child  must  work 
then  let  him  work  half  of  the  day  and  go  to  school  the  other  half,  which 
would  balance  up  the  mental  and  physical  development,  and  probably  produce 
much  better  results  than  any  system  now  in  vogue.  One  of  the  first  requisites 
in  abolishing  the  child  slavery  evil  in  this  country  is  adequate  factory 
inspection.  We  blush  with  shame  when  we  face  -the  rotten  condition 
existing  in  the  legislatures  of  the  four  great  cotton  states,  Georgia, 
Alabama  and  the  Carolinas,  which  have  defeated  all  bills  presented  to  free 
the  child  from  bondage.  Even  in  Chicago,  New  York  and  Philadelphia  thou¬ 
sands  of  children  are  habitually  doomed  to  servitude  because  they  are  out 
of  the  law’s  protection.  This  class  comprises  venders,  bootblacks,  news¬ 
boys  and  thousands  of  others  employed  in  the  tenements.  Massachusetts 
is  worthy  of  commendation.  It  has  the  best  laws  and  inspection  in  the 
union.  In  all  other  states  it  is  almost  impossible  for  an  inspector  to  do  his 
duty  and  hold  his  position.  It  is  time  that  public  opinion,  a  power  greater 
than  custom,  politicians  or  boodlers,  should  demand  the  enactment  and 
enforcement  of  laws  which  will  give  to  the  children  of  this  country  that 
protection  which  is  necessary  to  keep  every  part  of  the  social  structure 
healthy  and  strong  and  capable  of  efficient  service. 

D  *1  progressive  age  the  coal  dealer  must  systemat- 

ilOW  a  Keiail  ically  study  his  business.  If  he  does  not  he  will  wake 

p  up  some  fine  morning  and  find  that  his  competitor  has 

round  ^a.uuu.  patrons.  This  is  a  day  of  strenuous  competi¬ 

tion.  The  up-to-date  coal  man  must  have  some  knowledge  of  fuel  values, 
transportation  facilities,  local  supply  and  demand,  mine  production,  industrial 
activity,  agricultural  prosperity,  trust  conditions,  interstate  commerce  laws, 
anti  trust  legislation,  advertising  and  salesmanship,  cost  of  sales,  credits 
and  collections,  and  a  number  of  other  things,  all  of  which  affect  the  coal 
market. 

At  the  present  time  the  retailer  is  clamoring  for  coal.  The  excessive 

demand  occasioned  recently  by  the  cold  snap  cleaned  up  his  yard  and  he  is 

out.  Of  course,  ninety  per  cent  of  all  the  other  dealers  are  in  the  same  fix. 
They  all  want  coal  at  once.  Just  at  this  time  of  the  year  the  hea^’y  agri¬ 
cultural  products  of  the  country  make  a  great  demand  for  cars.  First-class 
freight  must  have  preference.  All  coal  offered  for  shipment  by  the  operators 
must  wait.  For  these,  and  other  reasons,  and  for  the  fact  that  the  trans¬ 
portation  facilities  are  not  adequate  to  carry  the  normal  freight  of  the 
country,  the  dealer  wakes  up  to  the  fact  that  he  can  not  get  coal  at  all. 
One  dealer  out  west  has  had  orders  in  for  a  month  and  has  not  received  a 
pound  yet. 

The  question  naturally  arises— “What  is  the  solution  of  this  problem?” 
Well,  how  do  other  merchants  solve  it?  What  would  you  think  of  a  store 
that  tells  you  it  is  “just  out  today”?  You  would  say;  “Tbat  must  be  a  one- 
horse  place;  I  will  go  and  trade  where  they  keep  the  goods  I  want.”  In  a 
small  town  in  Indiana  one  retailer  now  has  a  good  supply  of  coal.  He  was 
wise  enough  to  lay  in  a  large  stock  in  June  and  July  at  a  low  price  and 
when  there  was  no  car  shortage.  His  competitors  are  short.  What  is  the 
result?  He  is  getting  all  the  business;  he  is  making  permanent  customers 
out  of  his  competitor’s  patrons;  he  will  clean  up  $5,000  extra  profit.  The 
other  dealers  not  only  lose  the  profit  on  the  sales  but  they  lose  their  per¬ 
manent  trade.  An  investigation  of  conditions  seems  to  indicate  that  the 
retailer  who  has  studied  his  highest  interest  and  aims  to  serve  his  patrons 
promptly  must  put  in  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  to  make  up  for  delayed 

shipments.  There  are  many  reasons  why  this  is  good  business  policy 

in  addition  to  those  already  mentioned.  In  the  first  place,  he  can  buy  his  coal 
during  April  to  July  for  twenty-five  per  cent  to  forty  per  cent  cheaper 
than  he  can  at  a  time  of  excessive  car  shortage.  In  fact  he  is  not  sure 
of  getting  any  coal  at  all  during  the  freight  congestion  period.  Early  in 
the  season  he  has  little  to  do  and  by  ingenious  advertising  and  circularizing 
he  can  secure  advanced  orders  enabling  him  to  know  about  how  much  coal 
he  will  need. 

By  placing  in  a  stock  of  coal  early  his  business  is  characterized  by  greater 
activity  and  enterprise.  Nothing  succeeds  like  success  which  means  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  public  plus  mouth  to  mouth  advertising,  the  kind  that  costs 
nothing  and  does  more  good  than  a  column  in  the  public  press.  When 

the  first  cold  snap  comes  all  consumers  want  coal  at  once.  You  know  how 

it  is.  The  dealer  who  has  the  coal  gets  the  business. 

Coal  demand  is  just  as  sure  as  life  itself.  Dealers  who  have  been  in 
business  for  twenty-five  years  claim  that  they  can  make  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent  on  money  invested  by  storing  coal  early.  Coal  is  just  as  staple 
as  sugar.  Educate  your  customers  to  buj’  early.  The  time  has  come  when 
the  retailer  must  meet  the  conditions  of  supply  and  demand.  He  must 
have  the  coal  to  promptly  fill  orders.  If  he  can  not  get  it  in  October  then 
he  must  store  his  coal  or  lose  his  trade. 
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Application  of  Hepburn  Amendment  of  the  Interstate 

Commerce  Act  to  Shippers. 


The  interstate  commerce  commission  now  has 
supervision  over  more  than  two  thousand  rail¬ 
roads  with  property  valued  at  over  thirteen  mil¬ 
lion  dollars.  The  seven  men  who  have  this  job 
on  their  hands  get  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
The  commissioners  are :  Martin  A.  Knapp,  chair¬ 
man,  of  New  York;  Tudson  A.  Clements,  of 
Georgia;  Charles  A.  Prouty,  of  Vermont;  Fran¬ 
cis  M.  Cockerell,  of  Missouri;  Franklin  K.  Lane, 
of  California;  E.  E.  Clark,  of  Iowa,  and  James 
S.  Harlan,  of  Illinois.  The  last  three  were  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  president  during  the  past  summer. 

An  Unappreciated  Clause. 

In  substance  section  6  says  that  all  rates  shall 
be  published  for  the  benefit  of  the  publie,  that  no 
greater  or  less  charge  shall  be  made  by  any  de- 
viee  and  that  the  Commission  may  determine 
the  form  of  publication. 

This  has  been  called  an  unappreciated  clause. 
Perhaps  you  will  ask  why.  Because  it  is  the  one 
vital  feature  of  the  whole  act ;  the  foundation 
stone  upon  which  the  whole  structure  is  built. 
Other  features  there  are,  dealing  with  rebates, 
the  long  and  short  haul  clause,  etc.,  every  one 
of  which  has  been  so  emasculated  by  the  courts 
and  the  actions  of  railroads  as  to  entirely  nullify 
the  original  purpose  of  the  act.  This  one  sec¬ 
tion  remains  practically  untouched,  and  why? 
Because,  in  the  first  place,  the  shippers  do  not 
realize  its  significance  to  them ;  and,  second,  be¬ 
cause  the  railroads  do  not  want  it  changed.  It 
suits  their  purpose  as  it  stands,  and  if  attention 
were  directed  to  it  and  any  changes  made,  such 
alterations  would  be  more  than  likely  to  be  more 
objectionable  to  the  carriers  than  the  present 
clause. 

Shipper  Does  Not  Know  Published  Tariffs. 

This  clause  has  been  unappreciated  by  the 
shipper  for  the  reason  that  he  does  not  know 
or  realize  what.tariffs  are  published  and  does 
not  comprehend  to  what  extent  they  might  _  af¬ 
fect  the  rates  on  his  shipments.  He  receives 
a  few  tariffs  showing  the  rates  easily  under¬ 
stood  and  does  not  see  that  in  the  vast  multi¬ 
tude  of  other  tariffs  issued  there  must  be  a  de¬ 
vice  which  operates  to  his  injury  if  he  does  not 
understand  it  and  which  is  a  source  of  profit 
if  he  does.  It  is  this  lack  of  thought  on  the 
part  of  the  shippers, — the  great  mass  of  them, — 
that  has  made  possible  the  complicated  and  beau¬ 
tiful  system  of  the  carriers  which  makes  it  pos¬ 
sible  for  them  with  an  Inter-State  Commerce 
law  to  do,  not  only  the  things  they  did  before 
it  was  enacted,  but  many  things  they  wanted  to 
do  and  could  not. 

Today  there  are  more  special  rates  in  the 
shape  of  commodity  rales  than  there  ever  was 
thought  of  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  act 
was  passed. 

The  class  rates  have  not  changed  materially 
for  several  years,  yet  there  were  filed  with  the 
Commission  last  year  over  three  million  tariffs 
and  supplements.  They  were  not  class  rate 
changes.  What  were  they?  Special  commodity 
rates,  special  rulings,  etc.,  every  one  of  which 
tends  to  reduce  the  rates  applied  to  the  ship¬ 
ments  of  the  general  public. 

The  newspapers  have  been  full  of  the  rebate 
question,  special  car  lines,  etc.,  which  affect  only 
a  small  portion  of  the  shipping  public,  who,  to 
enforce  the  law,  must  first  secure  evidence  by 
secret  means  of  the  violation  of  the  law  and 
who,  when  this  has  been  done,  cannot  enforce 
their  claims  for  justice  without  a  law-suit.  But 
nothing  has  been  said  about  the  great  mass  of 
the  shippers  who  are  bamboozled  into  thinking 
that  they  are  securing  the  proper  rates,  and  who, 
to  secure  lower  rates,  have  only  to  wake  up, 
study  the  situation  and  secure  the  tariffs  which 
quote  lower  combinations.  They  can  enforce 
their  claims  without  a  law  suit  by  simply  furnish¬ 
ing  as  authority  the  tariffs  which  produce  the 
rates. 

Railroads  Will  Not  Take  the  Trouble. 

This  is  easy  to  say  and  quite  as  easy  to  do, 
but  the  shipper  must  wake  up.  Do  not  expect 
the  railroads  to  thrust  these  rates  upon  you. 
They  will  not,— it  tends  to  reduce  earnings. 
Neither  expect  to  find  them  without  a  search, 
an  intelligent  search. 


Reports  of  the  Commission  show  that  rates 
were  complex  and  not  clear  where  it  was  easy 
to  make  them  clear,  that  rates  between  com¬ 
peting  terminal  points  were  lowered  and  inter¬ 
mediate  points  not  aware  of  it,  that  sometimes 
special  commodity  rates  were  withheld  from  the 
general  public’s  use  because  they  were  designed 
for  certain  favored  patrons.  It  was  also  shown 
that  a  system  of  differentials,  arbitraries,_  rulings 
and  special  references  had  crept  into  tariffs  and 
the  tendency  of  all  these  things  has  _  been  to 
make  it  possible  for  a  few  of  the  shippers  to 
secure  lower  rates  than  others,  and  the  key  to 
this  situation  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  firms 
which  secure  the  benefits  of  this  system  are 
those  which  employ  traffic  managers,  and  these 
generally  come  from  railroad  service. 

When  anyone’s  traffic  is  worth  it,  such  a  ship¬ 
per  is  put  on  to  the  combinations  and  the  traffic 
expert  assisted  to  know  where  to  find  combina¬ 
tions  that  reduce  freight  cost. 

Get  Your  Name  on  Tariff  List. 

If  you  have  reason  to  believe  that  either  be¬ 
fore  the  act  was  passed  or  since,  any  competi¬ 
tor  secured  a  lower  rate  than  would  be  applied 
to  your  freight,  don’t  jump  at  the  conclusion 
that  he  secured  a  rebate,  but  request  the  rail¬ 
roads  from  his  town  for  tariffs  affecting  the 
commodity  you  are  both  shipping;  have  them 
place  your  name  upon  the  list  for  subsequent 
issues  and  corrections  and  you  will  frequently 
find  rates  which  will  lessen  your  cost  of  trans¬ 
portation. 

The  first  thing  to  be  done  is  to  figure  out  the 
points  where  rates  on  your  product  are  likely  to 
be  made  lower  than  would  be  granted  you,  as¬ 
certain  what  places  intermediate  between  you 
and  your  various  customers  have  two  or  more 
competing  roads,  then  get  a  supply  of  tariffs 
from  all  of  these  places  as  well  as  from  your 
own  territory. 

Then  sit  down  and  study  the  thing  out. 
Remember,  the  railroads  are  not  compelled  to 
furnish  you  with  copies  of  tariffs.  It  is  a  mere 
gratuity  on  their  part  arising  from  their  plan 
of  furnishing  tariffs  containing  class  .rates  which 
lead  the  general  public  to  believe  they  are  secur¬ 
ing  all  that  is  necessary. 

They  will  scarcely  refuse  your  request  to  be 
put  upon  the  mailing  list,  especially  if  it  comes 
endorsed  by  your  local  agent.  If,  however,  they 
do  refuse  you  may  justly  suspicion  there’s  a 
reason  back  of  it. 

Understand  that  tariffs  from  your  town  are 
insufficient  even  though  they  show  rates  to  rnany 
points  you  ship  to.  There  may  be  combinations 
from  other  and  intermediate  points  which  pro¬ 
duce  lower  rates.  This  is  particularly_  true  to 
the  south,  southwest,  northwest  and  Pacific  coast 
territory. 

System  of  Filing  Tariffs  Not  Satisfactory. 

The  system  of  filing  tariffs  and  posting  them  is 
not  satisfactory  publicity.  Those  filed  with  the 
Inter-State  Commerce  Commission  are  buried, 
those  posted  at  St.  Louis,  for  example,  may  af¬ 
fect  your  rates  from  Ch’cago,  and  those  at  Chi¬ 
cago  may  and  probably  will  affect  any  traffic 
passing  through  Chicago  from  any  other  point. 

It  not  being  obligatory  upon  the  carriers  to 
furnish  these  and  they,  being  posted  where  you 
could  not  have  personal  access  to  them,  it  re¬ 
mains  for  you  to  search  for  them  and  secure 
those  that  affect  your  shipments,  if  you  wish  the 
benefit  of  lower  rates. 

The  following  comments  on  the  law  from 
Freight  will  be  appreciated  by  every  shipper : 

Subjects  Within  the  Commission’s  Power. 

The  subjects  to  which  the  power  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  apply  are  defined  in  the  first  section  of 
the  act,  and,  broadly  speaking,  include  about 
every  imaginable  service  to  be  performed  by  a 
common  carrier.  It  includes,  in  the  most  com¬ 
prehensive  as  well  as  specific  manner,  all  the  in¬ 
strumentalities  of  shipment  or  carriage  and 
every  handling  of  the  property  or  service  con¬ 
nected  therewith. 

Section  6  of  the  original  act  is  amended  to 
provide  in  detail  for  the  filing  and  publication 
of  all  tariffs,  joint  and  single,  under  the  direc¬ 


tion  of  the  Commission;  it  prohibits  changes 
in  tariffs  with  less  than  thirty  days’  notice,  but 
authorizes  the  Commission  to  modify  that  re¬ 
quirement.  It  prohibits  any  carrier  from  en¬ 
gaging  in  interstate  transportation  except  upon 
the  published  rate,  and  prohibits  any  variance 
from  the  published  charges.  It  makes  it  a  mis¬ 
demeanor  to  willfully  fail  to  file  and  publish 
tariffs  or  to  observe  same,  subjecting  the  cor¬ 
poration  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand 
dollars  nor  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars 
for  each  offense;  defines  and  prohibits  rebates 
and  restores  the  imprisonment  penalty  against 
persons  who  give  or  accept,  or  offer  to  give  or 
offer  to  accept,  any  rebate  or  other  variance 
from  the  published  transportation  charges.  The 
Commission  may  modify  any  requirement  of  sec¬ 
tion  6  respecting  the  time  and  manner  of  filing 
tariffs. 

Section  14  of  the  original  act  is  so  amended 
that  the  Commission  is  not  required  to  make 
findings  of  fact  except  where  it  awards  damages, 
but  it  is  required  to  make  a  report  in  writing 
stating  its  conclusions,  decision,  order  or  re¬ 
quirement,  which  when  published  are  made  com¬ 
petent  evidence  in  all  courts  without  further 
authentication. 

Amended  section  16  authorizes  the  Commis¬ 
sion  to  make  an  order  in  favor  of  the  injured 
party  against  the  carrier  for  such  damages  as 
may  be  sustained  by  reason  of  violations  of  the 
act,  which  under  the  old  act  was  called  “repara¬ 
tion,”  and  on  failure  of  the  carrier  to  observe 
the  order  for  payment  of  the  money,  the  in¬ 
jured  party  may  sue  in  the  United  States  court 
to  recover  same,  in  which  suit  all  the  parties 
before  the  Commission  may  be  made  parties 
plaintiff  or  defendant,  and  the  jurisdiction  is 
fixed  in  any  court  where  any  plaintiff  might  sue 
any  one  of  the  defendants.  In  this  latter  par¬ 
ticular  it  simplifies  the  procedure  so  as  to  af¬ 
ford  a  real  remedy  to  numerous  shippers,  which 
was  difficult  under  the  old  law. 

Court  Review  Feature. 

While  the  jurisdiction  is  given  and  the  venue 
fixed  in  the  circuit  courts  to  hear  and  determine 
suits  brought  to  set  aside,  annul  or  suspend  any 
order  or  requirement  of  the  Commission,  the 
law  does  not  provide  the  ground  upon  which 
a  decree  in  such  a  case  may  be  based.  It  is 
claimed  that  therefore  it  is  unlimited,  but  that 
claim  is  erroneous.  Without  this  provision,  man¬ 
ifestly  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States 
would  have  had  jurisdiction  under  the  judiciary 
act  to  hear  and  determine  such  a  case  upon  an 
allegation  that  the  act  of  the  commission  was 
violative  of  some  constitutional  right  or  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  the  powers  given  by  the  enabling  statute, 
but  that  jurisdiction  would  only  have  extended 
to  cases  involving  more  than  two  thousand 
dollars. 

The  ground  upon  which  such  suits  might  be 
maintained,  with  or  without  the  special  juris¬ 
diction  conferred,  must  be  determined  by  the 
eharaeter  of  the  Commission’s  order.  If,  as 
seems  clear,  the  order  of  the  Commission,  inade 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred,  are  legisla¬ 
tive  in  character,  or,  if  you  please,  administra¬ 
tive,  equity  will  only  take  cognizance  of  a  case 
to  set  aside  or  annul  such  order,  except  where 
it  is  shown  that  the  same  is  in  excess  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  enabling  statute  or  in 
violation  of  some  consti'utional  riglit  of  prop¬ 
erty,  which  congress  could  not  have  committed 
to  the  Commission  for  its  exclusive  determina¬ 
tion.  It  must  not  be  overlooked  that  tlic  fifteenth 
section  as  quoted  gives  the  absolute  .and  un¬ 
limited  power  to  the  Commission  to  fix  just  and 
reasonable  maximum  rates,  and  no  power  is 
given  to  tlie  court  expressly  to  review  that  dis¬ 
cretion.  The  fact,  therefore,  that  it  is  given 
jurisdiction  to  hear  such  a  case  in  no  sense  ex¬ 
tends  the  power  of  a  court  of  equity  to  review 
the  discretion  of  the  Commission,  except  to  de¬ 
termine  whether  it  has  aeted  within  the  limits 
of  its  powers  as  presenbed  by  law  or  whetlier 
its  act  violates  a  const'tutional  right  of  prop¬ 
erty.  All  other  questions  are  committed  to  the 
Commission  to  determine. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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A  Busy  Week  for 

\..  S.  Harper,  sales  agent  of  the  Carney  Coal 
Co.,  has  been  appointed  Nel)raska  skout. 

S.  Vining,  witli  J.  R.  White  &  Son,  Provi¬ 
dence,  has  been  appointed  Rhode  Island  skout. 

1'.  IC  RIodgelt,  retail  coal  dealer  at  Sun- 
cook,  N.  II.,  has  been  ajjpointed  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  skout. 

There  will  he  a  Kornskation  at  Philadelphia 
at  the  Hotel  Colonnade  on  October  thirtieth, 
and  the  Quaker  City  crowd  is  expected  to  add 
a  large  number  to  the  membership  of  the  or¬ 
der. 

H.  S.  Odbert,  Jr.,  with  the  II.  S.  Odbert 
Coal  Co.;  J.  A.  Gilchrist,  with  the  Gilchrist 
Transportation  Co.,  and  Robert  A.  Wood, 
with  Steiner  Coal  Co.,  were  admitted  to  the 
order  at  the  last  Cleveland  Kornskation. 

Milwaukee  Kokoals  will  hold  a  Kornskation 
on  Tuesday,  December  eighteenth,  at  the 
Plankinton.  Herman  J.  Dunker,  with  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  Western  Fuel  Co.,  is  Wisconsin 
skout  and  promises  a  large  class  at  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  meeting.  The  mid-winter  meeting  of 
the  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  will  be  in  session  on  this  date  and 
it  is  expected  that  a  large  number  of  the  deal¬ 
ers  will  take  advantage  of  this  opportuntiy 
to  join  the  order. 

At  the  last  Kornskation  held  in  Omaha  the 
following  members  were  admitted  to  the  or¬ 
der:  George  B.  Cronk,  with  C.  B.  Haven  & 
Co.;  A.  B.  Currie,  sales  agent  for  the  Fidelity 
Coal  Mining  Co.;  John  E.  Tethard,  man¬ 
ager,  Nebraska  Fuel  Co.;  George  .  W. 
Gardner  and  Louis  Nelson,  with  C.  B.  Haven 
&  Co.;  George  T.  Wickham,  member  of  the 
firm  of  Fenlon,  Wickham  Coal  Co.,  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs,  Iowa;  H.  M.  Christie,  of  Chris¬ 
tie  Bros.,  South  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  A.  J. 
Chisam,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

The  Boston  Koruskation. 

The  first  Koruskation  of  the  Boston  coal 
men  was  held  on  October  nineteenth  at  5:11 
o'clock  in  the  C.  W.  Kingsley  hall,  Ford  build¬ 
ing,  1,5  Ashburton  place,  Boston,  at  which 
ninety-five  were  present,  and  proved  to  be  a 
great  success.  The  meeting  was  called  to 
order  at  the  appointed  hour  by  W.  D.  Leeds, 
skout,  who  had  the  work  in  hand,  and  was 
also  ably  assisted  by  A.  A.  White  in  rounding 
up  so  large  a  number  of  Kokoalers.  Mr. 
Leeds  made  the  address  of  welcome  after  the 
gathering,  expressing  himself  as  highly  grati¬ 
fied  with  the  hearty  manner  in  which  he  was 
supported  by  the  trade,  and  looked  for  even 
greater  results  in  the  near  future.  James  Mc¬ 
Donald,  though  feeling  quite  ill,  acted  as 
Modoc,  by  special  authority,  at  the  Koruska¬ 
tion,  leaving  immediately  after  the  meeting 
closed.  The  party  then  adjourned  to  Young’s 
Hotel,  where  a  splendid  dinner  had  been  pre¬ 
pared  for  them,  and  the  hour  for  dining  was 
eight  o’clock.  Spencer  T.  Williams,  sales 
agent  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  was 
elected  toastmaster  and  did  great  credit  to 
the  important  office,  with  his  usual  wit  and 
good  humor,  making  the  occasion  a  most  en¬ 
joyable  one.  Speeches  were  made  by  W.  R. 
Berry  of  New  Haven,  W.  A.  Clark  of  North 
Hampton,  C.  W.  French  of  North  Hampton, 
C.  E.  Halstead  and  W.  G.  Tate  of  Springfield, 
W.  R.  Batchelder,  Concord,  N.  BL,  and  Charles 

E.  Lester,  vice-president  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co., 
inc..  New  York,  National  Mazumer,  made  a 
very  interesting  address  on  “The  History  of 
Koivoal.”  Under  the  leadership  of  W.  H.  Car¬ 
penter,  New  York  manager  of  Pilling  &  Crane, 
a  sextet  was  formed  to  sing  the  now  popular 
song  “Kokoal,”  which  brought  much  applause 
and  laughter,  calling  for  ten  encores  during 
the  evening,  lengthening  the  hour  of  leaving 
until  after  eleven  o’clock.  The  number  Ko- 
ruskated  was  sixty-six,  with  ten  aditional  ap- 
I)licants,  while  the  guests  numbered  fourteen. 
The  new  members  are: 

James  T.  McDonald.  Modoc;  Spencer  T. 
\Villiams.  Baron;  E.  H.  Baker,  Baronel;  G. 
M.  Lincoln,  Baronet;  t\.  A.  White,  Pictor; 
C.  E.  Lester,  Mazumer;  W.  R.  Berry,  Acolyte; 


the  Order  Kokoal. 

V.  S.  Itggleston,  Gazook;  Albert  A.  White, 
Pit  Boss;  C.  11.  Walker,  Swatta;  W.  H.  Saw- 
telle,  Spotta. 

The  following  visiting  Kokoals  helped  to 
make  the  affair  a  huge  success; 

A.  A.  White,  Merchants’  Coal  Co., 
Boston;  J.  T.  McDonald,  Spring  Coal  Co., 
Boston;  G.  M.  Lincoln,  Sprague  Coal 
Co.,  Boston;  W.  G.  Tait,  Springfield; 
C.  W.  French,  Kimball-Cary  Co.,  North¬ 
ampton;  W.  A.  Clark,  Clark  Coal  Co., 
Northampton;  C.  E.  Halstead,  Halstead  & 
Pierson,  Springfield;  W.  R.  Berry,  Benedict, 
Downes  &  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.;  E.  L.  Ken¬ 
dall,  Gardner,  Mass.;  C.  E.  Lester,  W.  C. 
Mason  &  Co.,  New  York;  W.  H.  Carpenter, 
Pilling  &  Crane,  New  York;  E.  11.  Hemming- 
way,  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.; 

G.  1 1.  Giffin,  Keene,  N.  H.;  E.  J.  Dan¬ 
iels,  Cambria  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Putnam, 
Conn.;  W.  R.  Batchelder,  Northeastern  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Concord,  N.  IL; 
Arthur  C.  Trainer,  Secretary,  Darrow,  Mann 
Co.;  Chas.  W.  Parker,  Jr.,  general  man¬ 
ager  and  treasurer,  Darrow,  Mann  Co.; 

H.  H.  Stinson,  S.  A.  Davis  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.;  S.  B.  Glazier,  Maryland  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.;  C.  P.  Anderson,  president, 
Anderson  Coal  Mining  Co.;  R.  C.  Gil¬ 
lespie,  S.  A.,  Consolidation  Coal  Co.; 
C.  F.  Schipper,  manager.  Shipper  Bros.  Coal 
Mining  Co.;  O.  B.  Johnson,  salesman, 
Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.;  G.  Wal¬ 
ter  Anderson,  S.  A.  Morrisdale  Coal  Co.; 
Chas.  H.  Walker,  Chas.  H.  Walker;  Percy 
T.  Hunt,  salesman,  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.; 
Henry  T.  Schaefer,  W.  M.,  Henry  T.  Schaefer; 
H.  O.  Staples,  salesman,  F.  S.  Pratt;  Fred  S. 
Eggleston,  salesman,  E.  B.  Townsend;  R.  K. 
Pratt,  salesman,  F.  S.  Pratt;  E.  L.  Shrim, 
salesman,  Clark  Bros.  &  Jacoby,  inc.;  Herbert 

S.  Dennie,  salesman,  Wm.  A.  Mehaffey;  Edw. 
N.  Claney,  salesman,  Curran  &  Burton  Coal 
Co.;  Wm.  Cashman,  dealer;  H.  W.  An¬ 
derson,  wholesale  dealer;  Walter  P.  Ham¬ 
blen,  treasurer,  Hamblen  Sons  Coal  Co.; 
Jos.  H.  Kelley,  president,  Peoples’  Coal  Co.; 

W.  H.  Sawtelle,  F.  W.  Sawtelle  &  Co.; 
E.  G.  Blaisdell,  salesman,  M.  L.  Cobb ; 
Spencer  J.  Steinmetz,  S.  A.,  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.;  Stephen  M.  Mor¬ 
gan,  salesman,  Lynn  Coal  Co.;  Spencer 

T.  Williams,  S.  A.,  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.; 
Geo.  R.  Taylor,  salesman,  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Co.;  Geo.  P.  Oswald,  salesman, 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.;  Austin  H.  Robey, 
treasurer,  .Anderson  Coal  Mining  Co.; 
Percy  N.  Sweetser,  salesman,  Edw.  M.  Alden; 
Marcus  E.  Osgood,  dealer,  E.  Osgood  &  Son; 

E.  A.  Wilson,  dealer,  E.  A.  Wilson  &  Co.;  J. 

B.  Shields,  S.  A.,  United  Coal  Co.;  D. 

F.  Doherty,  dealer,  D.  Doherty;  Fred  Horne, 
salesman,  Horn  Coal  Co.;  Edw.  L.  Dun¬ 
ning,  wholesale;  Wm.  J.  Osgood,  salesman, 
Dickson  &  Eddy;  Chas.  S.  Cabot,  salesman, 
H.  N.  Hartwell  &  Son;  H.  E.  Marston,  sales¬ 
man,  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.;  B.  M.  Brennan,  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad;  Geo.  H.  Gage,  dealer,  G.  L.  Gage; 
Jerome  W.  Cross,  manager,  J.  S.  Cross;  Frank¬ 
lin  Walker,  Jr.,  manager,  F.  Walter  &  Son; 
John  J.  Mullan,  manager.  Peoples’  Coal 
Co.;  F.  E.  Taylor,  salesman,  Perc}"^  Heilner 
&  Son;  H.  C.  Terry,  salesman,  Percy  Heilner 
&  Son;  Arthur  A.  Knight,  salesman,  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.;  Arthur  P.  Bryant,  sales¬ 
man,  Spring  Coal  Co.;  Joseph  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  salesman,  E.  B.  Townsend;  Hubert 
A.  White,  salesman.  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.;  Wm.  R.  McDonald,  salesman,  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Peters;  F.  L.  Powers,  salesman,  F. 
E.  Powers;  F.  E.  Powers,  salesman,  dealer; 
Leonard  F.  Leighton,  salesman,  W.  A.  Jep- 
son;  C.  J.  Davis,  salesman,  Williams  &  Peters; 

C.  C.  Allen,  S.  A.,  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre 
Coal  Co.;  C.  P.  Chase,  salesman.  Consol¬ 
idation  Coal  Co.;  A.  J.  Doon,  salesman 
J.  W.  Dom  &  Son;  W.  C.  Carter,  salesman, 
J.  S.  Burton  &  Co.;  E.  S.  Plaisted,  salesman, 
Anderson  Coal  Mining  Co.;  F.  B.  Lay- 
ton,  salesman.  Merchants’  Coal  Co.;  Sam¬ 
uel  A.  Vining,  salesman,  Joseph  R.  White 


&  Son;  T.  A.  Pullman,  traffic  manager,  the 
Russell  Co.;  H.  W.  Hale,  salesman,  the 
Russell  Co.;  Ed.  H.  Baker,  treasurer. 
Bay  State  Fuel  Co.;  E.  F.  Melendy, 
salesman,  E.  Russel  Norton;  Geo.  E.  Craw¬ 
ford,  manager,  the  Albert  Culver  Co.; 

G.  E.  Carstein,  dealer,  H.  L.  Carstein;  F.  E. 
Blodgett,  dealer;  Geo.  B.  Hicks,  salesman. 
Merchants’  Coal  Co.;  Pryor  Fulton,  dealer. 
New  England  Coal  Co.;  N.  H.  Klous, 
dealer,  Boston  Coal  Co.;  L.  F.  Bader, 
sales  agent,  Fairmont  Coal  Co.;  W.  B. 
Emery,  sales  agent,  Pennsylvania  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.;  W.  H.  Smith,  sales  agent,  Boston 
Coal  Co.;  W.  R.  Wardwell,  sales  agent,  Han¬ 
son  Parker. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Balti.more,  Oct.  25.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  slow  but  sure  improvement  in  bi¬ 
tuminous  conditions  was  again  the  feature  of 
the  situation  here  during  the  past  week.  Since 
the  middle  of  September  the  market  has  been 
slowly  strengthening,  and  while  this  improve¬ 
ment  has  not  been  as  rapid  as  many  had  hoped 
for,  yet  it  is  a  betterment  of  affairs  and  if  con¬ 
tinued  will  in  the  end  bring  about  desired  re¬ 
sults.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  even  in  the  face 
of  scarcity  of  railroad  cars  in  which  to  trans¬ 
port  coal  on  land,  and  lack  of  bottoms  to  send 
coal  to  tidewater  points,  the  business  is  pros¬ 
pering. 

Each  week  has  seen  not  only  an  increased 
demand  for  coal  all  along  the  line  and  for 
water  shipment,  but  has  also  seen  the  disposal 
of  the  same  at  more  favorable  rates  to  ship¬ 
pers.  While  there  are  some  reports  of  certain 
coals  of  the  less  desirable  class  still  below 
the  dollar  mark,  and  even  down  to  eighty-five 
cents,  yet  the  better  grade  fuels  are  all  stronger 
than  they  have  been.  Coke  is  still  exhibiting 
increasing  strength.  Connellsville  foundry  has 
brought  on  up  as  high  as  $4  during  the  week 
in  not  a  few  instances,  with  what  are  termed 
West  Virginia  cokes  at  some  twenty  cents  less. 
New  England  continues  to  absorb  a  large 
quantity  of  the  bituminous  going  over  the 
piers  here,  although  there  have  been  consid¬ 
erable  amounts  shipped  south.  More  would 
have  gone,  especially  in  the  latter  direction, 
had  there  been  more  available  tonnage. 

The  southern  market,  by  the  way,  is  bright¬ 
ening  up  to  a  considerable  degree,  but  there 
are  still  some  laggards  in  this  direction.  An 
instance  of  the  spirit  of  some  otherwise  pro¬ 
gressive  southern  merchants  is  shown  in  the 
experience  of  one  firm  of  shippers  which  had  a 
call  for  a  large  amount  for  delivery  about  the 
middle  of  November.  It  was  attempted  to 
get  the  consumer  to  take  the  coal  at  once, 
but,  although  he  had  storage  facilities  to  a 
certain  degree,  he  could  not  see  it  that  way. 
Now  he  will  probably  be  surprised  if  informed 
later  that  his  coal  can  not  be  gotten  through 
just  as  quickly  as  desired  because  of  car  short¬ 
age  and  other  troubles  incident  to  early  winter. 

Freight  charters  from  this  port  are  showing 
an  upward  trend,  and  it  would  not  be  at  all 
surprising  if  there  be  an  early  jump  of  con¬ 
siderable  amount.  This  is  due  to  the  scarcity 
of  vessels  that  can  be  secured  for  coal  carrj-- 
ing,  and  not  afew  shippers  here  have  during 
the  past  two  weeks  felt  a  real  pinch  in  this 
regard.  Vessel  tonnage  is  as  scarce  as  the 
proverbial  hen’s  teeth,  the  condition  being  due 
to  the  many  severe  storms  that  have  swept  the 
eastern  seaboard  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
present  summer.  During  the  week  just  past, 
for  instance,  this  condition  has  been  most  seri¬ 
ous.  For  a  number  of  days  skippers  outbound 
from  the  Chesapeake  faced  the  warning  of  the 
weather  bureau  that  it  was  dangerous  for  ves¬ 
sels  of  all  classes  from  Florida  to  Maine.  The 
wind  kept  up  for  days  at  from  thirty-five  to 
forty  miles  an  hour,  and  seas  rolled  mountain 
high.  When  the  toll  of  the  deep  is  announced 
there  will  undoubtedly  be  a  number  of  coal 
laden  vessels  added  to  the  missing,  wrecked, 
or  damaged.  More  boats  of  this  class,  it  is 
said,  have  met  disaster  this  summer  than  for 
many  years  past,  and  this  has  made  vessel 
owners  not  onlj'  charj-  of  new  charters  but 
has  made  vessels  verj"  scarce  by  the  natural 
reduction  of  number. 
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Prominent  Hew  York  Kjokoals. 


J.  D.  Van  Pelt. 

Tames  D.  Van  Pelt,  New  York  manager 
of  the  Cambria  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  rhila- 
delphia,  has  held  this  position  for  the  past 


J.  D.  Van  Pelt,  Acting  Skout. 


seven  years.  He  was  born  July  twenty-eighth, 
1865,  at  South  Amboy,  N.  J.,  and  has  resided 
there  ever  since.  In  1881  he  became  iden¬ 
tified  in  the  coal  business  with  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  where  he  remained  for  ten  years.  Then 
going  with  Henry  Mathews  &  Co.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  he  secured  the  sole  agency  of  Par¬ 
rish  and  West  End  anthracite  coals  in  the 
state  of  New  Jersey.  Some  years  later  the 
Reading  took  over  this  property  and  he  became 
identified  with  Graefif,  Wilcox  &  Co.,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  representing  them  as  their  sales  agent, 
with  offices  in  New  York.  Remaining  here 
until  later,  he  accepted  hi&  present  position 
in  1899. 


John  W.  Rockwell. 

John  W.  Rockwell,  a  prominent  coal  man 
of  New  York,  started  in  the  coal  business 
in  the  year  1866  with  Rathbun,  Stearns  &  Co. 
Leaving  the  company  above  referred  to  in  1870, 


John  W.  Rockwell,  Acting  Modoc. 


he  was  given  the  position  of  junior  partner  with 
an  interest  in  Caldwell,  Western  &  Co.,  remain¬ 
ing  until  1882,  when  he  entered  into  partnership 
with  James  S.  Cox.  Mr.  Rockwell  retired  from 
the  firm  in  1890.  In  1894  he  received  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  New  York  and  New  England  sales 


agent  for  the  Puritan  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  and  holds  this  position  at  the  present 
time. 

H.  Ji.  Ba.Kter, 

H.  A.  Baxter,  president  the  Robinson- 
Baxter-Dissoway  Towing  &  Transportation 
Co.,  17-19  State  street  New  York,  is  one  of 
the  popular  men  doing  a  large  business  with 
the  coal  trade,  and  has  a  large  acquaintance 


H.  A.  Baxter,  Acting  Baronel. 

in  this  harbor,  as  also  the  sound  and  the  New 
England  territory. 

Ralph  Neilsen. 

Ralph  Neilson,  sales  agent  of  the  Loyal 
Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  has  been 
identified  with  the  coal  trade  since  April  fif- 


Ralph  Neilson,  Acting  Baron. 

teenth,  1890.  Being  a  native  of  Philadelphia, 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  above  com¬ 
pany,  and  after  serving  in  the  various  de¬ 
partments  of  the  office,  became  salesman,  con¬ 
tinuing  in  this  position  at  Philadelphia  until 
March,  1900,  when  he  opened  the  New  York 
office  for  the  company.  Prior  to  this  period 
the  Loyal  Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  had  han¬ 
dled  its  New  York  tonnage  through  commis¬ 
sion  houses,  but  as  its  business  developed  it 
was  decided  to  establish  offices  at^  this  place 
to  facilitate  shipments,  and  Mr.  Neilson  has 
held  this  important  position  since  that  date. 


Fred  C.  Russell. 

Frederick  C.  Russell  has  been  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  coal  trade  since  1887.  at  which  time  he 
entered  the  employ  of  Cox  &  Rockwell. 


Fred  C.  Russell,  Acting  Pictor. 


Three  and  a  half  years  later  he  was  engaged 
at  the  New  York  office  of  Graeff,  Wilco.x  & 
Co.,  first  as  bookkeeper  and  shipper,  and 
shortly  afterward  as  New  York  salesman.  He 
remained  with  this  house  until  they  withdrew 
from  the  New  York  market,  when  in  1897 
he  began  operations  in  the  merchandising  of 
coal  on  his  own  account. 

During  all  these  years  Mr.  Russell  has  been 
located  at  No.  1  Broadway  without  interrup¬ 
tion,  and  has  become  thoroughly  identified 
with  the  shippers'  in  that  coal  center  and 
throughout  the  anthracite  and  bituminous 
market  of  New  York  harbor. 


[V.  F.  Armstrong. 

W.  F.  Armstrong  entered  the  employ  of 
the  I-ehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  at  Eliza- 


W.  F.  Armstrong,  Acting  Gazook. 


bcthport,  N.  J..  just  when  merging  out  of 
boyhood,  and  after  having  served  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  departments  of  the  company  for  eight 
years,  he  resigned  the  position  in  1900  to  be¬ 
come  identified  with  Robinson,  llaydon  & 
Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York. 
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Screenings  from  the  Coal  World. 


Coke  Output  Increases. 

The  production  of  coke  in  the  United  States 
during  tlie  year  1905,  according  to  a  bulletin 
issued  by  the  United  States  geological  survey, 
surpassed  all  previous  records  in  the  history  of 
coke  making  in  this  country.  Including  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coke  from  by-product  ovens,  which  in 
1905  amounted  to  .1,462,348  short  tons,  the  total 
output  of  coke  in  the  United  States  last  year 
amounted  to  32,321,129  short  tons,  against  23,- 
661,106  short  tons  in  1904,  and  25,274,281  short 
tons  in  1903.  'I'he  output  of  1905  is  an  increase 
of  36.22  per  cent  over  that  of  1904.  The  value 
increased  in  even  greater  proportion,  from  $46,- 
144,941  in  1904  to  $72,476,196  in  1905,  a  gain  of 
$26,331,255,  or  57  per  cent. 

The  great  activity  in  the  coke-making  industry 
during  1905  was  due  to  the  extraordinary  demand 
created  by  the  unprecedented  production  of  iron 
and  steel.  The  total  number  of  ovens  in  exist¬ 
ence  at  the  close  of  1905  was  87,564  as  against 
83,599  in  1904. 


.Anthracite  Production. 

A  fall  of  over  500,000  tons  is  September’s  rec¬ 
ord  of  anthracite  production  compared  with  the 
same  period  a  year  ago.  The  exact  output  was 
4,527,886  tons,  against  5,082,232  in  September, 
1905,  a  decrease  of  555,346  tons.  The  production 
of  the  year  to  date  was  40,295,646  tons,  against 
45,387,810  tons  for  the  same  period  of  1905,  a 
decrease  of  5,092,164  tons. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  by  months 
for  the  last  four  years  compare  as  follows : 


1906.  1905.  1904.  1903. 

January  .  5,458,048  4,408,578  4,134,245  5,964,950 

February  _  4,712,099  3,922,009  4,326,260  5,070,608 

March  .  5,745,868  5,258,537  4,375,033  5,211,450 

April  .  488,203  5,278,401  5,407,780  5,044,998 

May  .  3,254,230  5,844,052  5,728,795  5,156,449 

June  .  5,676,018  5,844,052  5,728,795  5,436,497 

July  .  4,981,448  4,546,743  4,623,527  5,377,495 

August  .  5,400,520  5,041,838  4,331,854  5,169,402 

September  . .  .  4,527,880  5,082,232  3,967,600  5,634,444 

October  .  5,027,064  5,131,542  3,925,642 

November  .  5,000,000  5,419,878  4,091,148 

December  .  5,000,000  5,063,144  4,259,748 


Totals  . 40,295,640  61,410,201  57,492,522  59,302,830 


Coal  for  Cuba. 

Cuba  buys  nearly  two  million  dollars  worth  of 
coal. 

The  table  which  follows  shows  the  principal 
articles  forming  the  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Cuba  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1906: 


The  United  States  Leads  in 
World’s  Coal  Output. 

1  he  latest  statistics  available  of  the  coal 
production  of  the  world  in  1905  put  the  total  at 
929,62.3,000  tons,  as  compared  with  867,021,000 
tons  in  1904,  or  an  increase  of  seven  and  a 
quarter  per  cent. 

Most  of  the  producing  countries  share  in  the 
advance,  the  natble  exceptions  being  Belgium 
and  Russia.  The  greatest  gain  is  exhibited  by 
the  United  States,  whose  output  has  jumped 
from  318,276,000  to  352,694,000  tons,  or  a  rise  of 
six  and  a  quarter  per  cent.  America  is  now  by 
far  the  largest  producer,  though  the  United 
Kingdom  is  no  mean  second  and  still  remains 
the  biggest  exporter.  The  production  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  according  to  British  official 
figures,  was  239,889,000,  as  against  236,147,000  tons, 
or  an  advance  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  Ger¬ 
many,  the  third  largest  producer,  mined  173,664,- 
000  tons,  as  against  169,448,000  tons,  or  a  gain 
of  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  output  of  India 
increased  from  7,682,000  to  7,921,000  tons,  and 
of  Japan  from  11,600.000  to  11,895,000  tons. 
Austria-Hungary’s  total  is  40,725,000,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  40,335,000  tons;  and  France’s  contri¬ 
bution  is  36,048,000,  as  against  34,502,000  tons. 
The  yield  of  Canada  has  grown  from  6,814,000 
to  7,959,000  tons,  and  of  South  Africa  from 
3,015,000  to  3,219,000  tons.  Spain’s  output  re¬ 
mains  at  about  3,200,000  tons.  A  decline  is  shown 
in  the  chief  producing  states  of  Australasia,  New 
South  Wales,  and  New  Zealand.  The  production 
of  Belgium  has  dropped  from  23,380,000  to  21,- 
844,000  tons  and  of  Russia  from  19,318,000  to 
17,120,000  tons,  but  the  exceptional  factors  that 
must  be  taken  into  account  in  the  latter  case  are 
of  course  obvious. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  September  thirtieth,  1906, 
amounted  to  164,738  tons,  making  a  total  to  that 
date  of  4,538,758  tons,  as  compared  with  6,655,- 
699  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year, 
an  increase  of  2,116,941  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
2,979  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  51,190 
tons,  as  compared  with  65,449  tons  for  the  same 
period  last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year 
of  14,259  tons. 


Classification  of  Coals. 


TRADE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WITH  CUBA,  FISCAL 
YEAR  1906. 

IMPORTS  FROM  CUBA. 


Articles.  Value. 

Sugar  . $60,208,148 

Leaf  tobacco  .  13,510,367 

Cigars  and  cigarettes  .  3,963,902 

Iron  ore  .  2,052,501 

Bananas  .  1,000,603 

Molasses  .  528,746 

All  other  articles .  3,715,564 


Coals  are  classified  upon  the  ratios  which  the 
volatile  materials  or  hydro-carbons  bear  to  fixed 
carbon.  Anthracite  coal  is  low  in  volatile  ma¬ 
terial  and  high  in  fixed  carbon.  Soft  coals  are 
high  in  volatile  matter  and  low  in  carbon.  The 
percentages  of  coal  in  volatile  hydrocarbons  runs 
as  follows : 

Anthracite  .  3.6  Semi  bituTninous  . . .  12.18 

Semi-anthracite  . 6.12  Bituminous  . 18.50 


Total 


$84,979,831 


EXPORTS  TO  CUBA. 

Articles. 

Wheat  flour  . 

Lard  . 

Boards,  planks,  deals,  joists,  sc.mtling,  etc.  . 

Cattle  . 

Coal,  bituminous  . 

Boots  and  shoes  . 

Carriages  and  cars  . 

Coffee,  green  or  raw  . 

Corn  . 

Cotton  cloths  . 

Vegetables  . .  ’  ’  ’ 

Lard  compounds  . 

Furniture  . . 

Steam  engines  . 

Milk . 

Pork,  salt  or  pickled . . 

Scientific  instruments  . 

Kggs  . 

Builders’  hardware,  and  saws  and  tools . 

Electrical  machinery  . ' ' 

Hams  . !.!.!!! 

All  other  . 


Value. 

$  3,189,609 
2,755,313 
2,459,604 
1,977,088 
1,801,586 
1,779.796 
1,435,244 
1,376,175 
1,230,306 
1,049,406 
919,800 
806,956 
720,338 
701,637 
665,277 
651,197 
658,684 
642,890 
641,648 
528,565 
520,582 
19,805,676 


Total 


$46,377,277 


The  remaining  components  of  the  coals  are 
absorbed  moisture,  fixed  carbon  and  ash.  The 
ash  in  a  first-class  coal  should  not  be  above  eight 
per  cent. 


^few  Coaling  Apparatus. 

A  new  coaling  apparatus,  the  invention  of  two 
Englishmen,  was  brought  over  to  this  country  on 
the  Atlantic  transport  Minneapolis,  which  arrived 
at  New  York  October  tenth,  and  experiments  will 
soon  be  made  by  the  United  States  government, 
with  the  view  of  adopting  the  apparatus  for  use 
in  the  navy. 

By  means  of  the  invention  warships  can  take 
on  coal  from  a  collier  350  feet  away  by  the  use 
of  a  cable.  The  bags  are  shot  across  the  cable 
to  a  large  funnel,  where  the  bags  are  opened  bv 
a  mechanical  contrivance  and  the  coal  dropped 
down  the  funnel.  The  new  invention  is  known  as 
the  Mackrow-Campbell  system. 


Preserving  British  Coal. 

1  he  successful  storage  of  coal  under  salt  water 
in  England  to  prevent  the  decomposition  often 
noticed  in  open  air  has  been  demonstrated.  The 
adoption  of  a  similar  plan  by  the  Western  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.  is  recorded  in  Engineering  News  which 
notes  that  this  company  is  building  two  storage 
tanks  of  four  thousand  and  one  thousand  tons 
capacity  in  which  the  reserve  supply  of  coal  will 
be  stored  under  water. 

The  principal  purpose  is  to  protect  the  coal 
from  deterioration  but  it  also  has  the  advantage 
of  preventing  the  possibility  of  spontaneous  com¬ 
bustion  or  accidental  ignition  of  the  coal  which 
are  serious  elements  of  danger  in  coal  stored  in 
large  quantities.  The  system  of  storing  coal  under 
water  has  so  far  been  advocated  mainly  for  stor¬ 
ing  at  naval  stations  and  the  British  admirality 
has  had  a  series  of  experiments  in  progress  at 
Portsmouth  for  three  years. 

J.  Macaulay  general  manager  of  the  Alexandria 
docks  and  railways  (Wales),  says  that  the  de¬ 
terioration  of  coal  by  exposure  to  the  atmos¬ 
phere  is  both  chemical  and  physical.  Some  of 
the  contained  gases  are  given  off,  especially  in 
climates  of  high  temperature,  and  the  oxygen 
of  the  air  enters  into  combination  with  what 
remains  in  the  coal  to  form  other  and  less  in¬ 
flammable  gases.  The  physical  deterioration  is 
due  to  the  combined  action  of  sun,  rain,  wind 
and  frost,  so  that  in  the  handling  of  coal  which 
had  been  stored  for  several  months  the  loss  by 
waste  and  breakage  would  be  much  greater  than 
in  the  handling  of  fresh  coal. 

When  stored  under  water  it  remains  in  a  prac¬ 
tically  uniform  condition,  and  its  superiority  over 
air-stored  coal  is  due  to  the  fact  that  it  is  able 
to  retain  its  physical  character  and  also  to  retain 
its  volatile  and  non-volatile  constituents.  It  has 
been  claimed  that  impregnation  by  the  sea  water 
has  some  effect  in  improving  the  quality  of  the 
submerged  coal,  but  this  is  problematical. 


Who  Carries  the  Coal  ? 

In  his  forthcoming  report  entitled  “The  Pro¬ 
duction  of  Coal  in  1905,”  Mr.  Edward  W.  Par¬ 
ker,  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
has  a  chapter  on  the  shipments  of  coal  made  by 
railroads  that  is  in  the  nature  of  a  departure 
from  the  usual  contents  of  this  annual  report 
From  the  producers’  report,  tables  showing  the 
amount  of  bituminous  coal  loaded  for  shipment 
by  different  railroads,  have  been  compiled.  The 
first  table  shows  the  tonnage  originating  on  the 
lines  of  the  great  interstate  systems.  The  second 
table  exhibits  the  tonnage  loaded  on  the  larger 
lines,  penetrating,  4yith  a  few  exceptions,  two  or 
three  states  only.  The  third  table  shows  the 
shipments  over  less  important  lines,  the  tonnage 
of  which  exceeded  one  hundred  thousand  in  1905. 

The  shipments  represented  by  these  tables 
amounted  to  226,000,000  tons,  whereas  the  total 
quantity  of  coal  loaded  for  shipment  during  1905 
amounted  to  a  little  over  255,000,000  tons.  In 
some  instances  operators  did  not  reply  to  the 
inquiries,  and  the  table  is  therefore  incomplete  to 
the  e.xtent  represented  by  these  two  factors. 

It  appears  from  these  tables  that  something 
over  49,000,000  tons,  or  over  twenty  per  cent  of 
the  total  production  of  bituminous  coal,  originated 
on  the  Pennsylvania  system,  which  includes  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  the  Pennsylvania  Co.,  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  west  of  Pittsburg,  the  Terre 
Haute  &  Indianapolis,  and  the  Vandalia  railroads. 
Second  in  importance  is  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
(including  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwestern), 
with  total  shipments  slightly  in  excess  of  twenty 
millioil  tons,  or  about  nine  per  cent  of  the  total. 
The  Frisco  .system,  which  includes  also  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Eastern  Illinois,  shipped  something  over 
ten  million  tons,  followed  closely  by  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  with  nearly  ten  million  tons,  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  with  over  nine  million  tons,  and  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  with  over  eight  million  tons. 

V 

We  consider  The  Black  Diamond  a  very  valu¬ 
able  paper  to  the  retail  coal  dealer. — Standard 
Lumber  Co.,  Dubuque,  Iowa. 
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SELLING  SUGGESTIONS. 

Every  coal  man  is  interested  in  the  general 
subject  relating  to  the  best  methods  of  market¬ 
ing  his  product.  The  man  who  sells  contracts 
for  coal  is  a  specialty  salesman.  There  are  a 
number  of  things  which  he  should  observe  if  he 
hopes  to  attain  the  highest  success. 

Salesmanship  is  a  profession.  There  are  four 
classes  of  salesmen:  The  Retail  Salesman,  the 
Commercial  Salesman,  the  Specialty  Salesman, 
and  the  Promoter.  Over  seventy  billions  of 
dollars  passes  through  the  hands  of  salesmen  ev¬ 
ery  year.  There  are  about  two  hundred  thousand 
engaged  in  the  work. 

The  salesman  must  aim  to  eliminate  every  in¬ 
fluence  which  will  distract  attention  and  intensify 
every  aspect  of  his  appearance  and  relation  to 
his  prospect  which  will  develop  confidence.  Man¬ 
ner,  dress,  and  expression  of  thought  are  potent 
forces  in  accomplishing  these  ends.  Everyone 
knows  the  power  of  the  man  who  is  faultlessly 
dressed,  who  has  a  pleasant  and  winning  man¬ 
ner,  and  who  can  express  his  thought  in  clear, 

forcible  language.  . 

Judgment  and  tact  are  some  of  the  other  in- 
dispensable  qualities  of  the  salesman.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  salesman  will  analyze  every  experience. 
He  will  make  a  complete  plan  of  every  day  s 
work.  He  will  know  just  what  he  is  going  to  do 
and  say.  He  may  not  always  follow  out  his  plan 
on  account  of  unforeseen  conditions,  but  think¬ 
ing  out  a  plan  will  help  him  to  meet  the  emer¬ 
gency. 

Earnestness  is  Also  Necessary. 

It  induces  confidence.  It  can  be  cultivated  by 
auto-suggestion.  Believe  in  your  proposition  or 
get  out  of  the  business.  If  you  believe  in  it  you 
should  be  able  to  present  it  with  the  highest  de¬ 
degree  of  earnestness  and  enthusiasm.  Perse¬ 
verance  is  necessary  for  the  greatest  reward.  It  is 
often  the  last  hour’s  work  of  the  day  which 
produces  the  greatest  returns.  Keep  everlastingly 
at  it.  Make  a  schedule  of  the  actual  number  of 
hours  you  work  every  day. 

Among  the  catalogue  of  requisites  none  are 
more  important  than  character.  This  is  indicated 
by  facial  expression,  the  characteristics  of  the 
eyes,  by  conversation,  and  by  actions.  Character 
in  salesmanship  must  command  confidence,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  every  order.  The  man  with 
an  apparently  weak  character  will  fail.  He  can 
not  command  the  confidence  of  his  prospect. 
Without  confidence  he  can  not  develop  interest. 

Character  and  Health. 

The  greatest  characteristics  of  the  salesman 
which  command  influence  over  others  are :  Char¬ 
acter  and  health.  Robust  and  perfect  health, 
with  all  of  its  allied  qualities  of  courage,  energy, 
perseverance,  and  fearlessness  is  the  most  potmit 
influence  the  salesman  can  have  in  commanding 
attention.  Every  one  likes  to  look  at  the  ruddy 
cheek,  the  bright  eye,  the  expressive  manner,  and 
the  quick,  energetic  movements  of  a  man  of  per¬ 
fect  physique.  As  one  author  has  well  expressed 
it:  “All  the  elements  of  his  character  are  en¬ 
forced  and  vitalized ;  he  is  more  cheery ;  more 
eloquent;  more  convincing.  His  zeal  becomes 
enthusiastic.  His  industry  is  contagious  activity. 
Good  health  gives  a  clear  brain  for  quick  and 
vigorous  thought.  It  kills  the  ‘  blues  and  spreads 
optimism  throughout  one’s  environment.  It  gains 
confidence. 

The  reason  most  men  do  not  accomplish  more 
is  because  they  do  not  attempt  more.  This 
triusm  is  dependent  upon  two  great  and  mighty 
qualities :  Courage  and  Industry,  Most  men 
fail  because  they  have  not  the  courage  to  begin 
what  they  believe  is  a  good  thing  to  do.  Some 
lack  the  industry  to  carry  out  a  plan  efficiently. 
Courage  is  greatly  dependent  upon  knowledge 
and  auto-suggestion.  Industry  is  dependent  upon 


health  and  will-power.  Get  the  most  out  of 
yourself. 

Nothing  succeeds  like  going  right  after  the 
business.  Many  men  fail  just  at  the  point  where 
they  are  beginning  to  win.  There  are  few  who 
know  their  possibilities  and  work  with  all  their 
might.  Nothing  is  worth  much  unless  it  is 
earned.  The  heir  to  millions  is  often  effeminate, 
luxurious,  and  the  object  of  contempt.  The  man 
with  a  will  can  succeed  and  the  world  can  not 
stop  him.  If  he  puts  his  mind  on  a  thing  and 
aims  to  accomplish  it,  and  has  the  “bulldogged- 
ness”  to  stick  to  his  purpose,  he  will  wake  up  some 
fine  morning  and  find  that  the  world  acknowl¬ 
edges  him  master.  All  real  achievements  are 
won  over  rocky  paths  and  with  many  falls.  He 
who  picks  himself  up  and  goes  on,  who  has  a 
patient  smile  at  command  in  the  face  of  ridicule 
and  insult,  is  the  one  who  wins. 

Should  Be  Earnest. 

The  salesman  should  be  honest  with  himself. 
Don’t  “walk  by  and  fail  to  call.”  This  has 
cheated  many  a  salesman  and  the  company  for 
which  he  is  working  out  of  an  honest  order.  A 
vacillating,  hesitating  person  who  has  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  himself  can  never  develop  it  in  his 
prospect.  Stand  up  straight.  Look  your  man  in 
the  eye  and  convince  him  that  your  proposition  is 
worthy  of  his  attention.  Chest  out,  chin  in,  smile. 
“Wear  the  smile  that  won’t  come  off.”  A  cheer¬ 
ful  face  and  a  pleasant  manner  will  always  give 
you  a  welcome.  When  you  have  taken  this  at¬ 
titude  you  will  go  out  and  get  the  business.  You 
can’t  help  it.  Confidence  secures  attention.  At¬ 
tention  secures  interest.  Interest  assures  convic¬ 
tion,  and  conviction  opens  the  pocketbook  and 
places  the  order.  This  is  how  old  Gordon  Graham 
expresses  it:  “You  must  know  your  business 
like  a  mother  knows  baby-talk.  Be  full  of  it. 
You’ve  got  to  believe  in  yourself  and  have  the 
scent  of  a  bloodhound  for  an  order  and  the  grip 
of  a  bulldog  for  your  prospect.  You’ve  got  to  get 
up  early  in  the  morning  with  determination,  if 
you  are  going  to  go  to  bed  with  satisfaction.” 

Failing  to  Close  the  Order. 

Many  salesmen  fail  in  closing  the  order.  It 
must  be  done  with  much  tact.  He  must  play 
on  his  prospect’s  deepest  desire.  He  will  know 
what  that  is  by  making  mental  notes  during  his 
interview.  He  will  also  know  what  antagonistic 
desires  the  prospect  holds  in  his  mind.  He  will 
always  avoid  any  reference  or  association  which 
will  bring  these  thoughts  up  in  antagonism  to 
the  desire  he  is  using  as  the  basis  of  resolve. 
There  are  two  classes  of  prospects.  The  one 
class  the  salesman  can  lead — the  other  ^  he  can 
drive.  He  can  discover  by  judicious  “feelers” 
which  class  he  is  interviewing.  If  he  has  a 
prospect  he  can  lead,  then  appeal  to  his  judg¬ 
ment.  If  he  has  a  prospect  he  can  drive,  then 
use  suggestion.  Many  times  the  prospect  wants 
the  proposition,  but  lacks  the  courage  to  enter 
the  contract.  He  should  be  quick  to  detect  this 
state  of  mind  and  give  him  a  friendly  push 
in  the  right  direction  through  the  psychology  of 
suggestion.  He  can  almost  go  to  the  extent  of 
dictating  what  he  should  do.  Resolve  may  be 
somtimes  hastened  by  auto-suggestion.  This 
consists  in  a  series  of  questions  to  be  answered 
by  the  prospect  in  the  affirmative,  relating  to  those 
parts  of  the  proposition  which  appeal  to  his 
deepest  interest. 

Eliminating  Obstacles. 

Eliminating  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  accept¬ 
ing  the  proposition  is  often  necessary.  It  may 
not  be  possible  to  spare  the  money  at  the  time. 
There  may  be  many  elements  which  hold  back 
resolve.  The  salesman  will  find  out  what  these 
hindrances  are  and  eliminate  them.  Every  time 
an  order  is  not  secured  a  full  reason  should  be 
recorded  relative  to  the  cause  of  the  failure. 


Many  salesmen  fail  because  they  present  their 
proposition  before  they  have  gained  the  confi¬ 
dence  and  interest  of  their  prospect.  Every  per¬ 
son  has  a  distinct  line  of  interest.  A  clever  and 
successful  salesman  must  discover  the  entrance  to 
his  prospect’s  mind,  or  else  all  of  his  endeavors 
will  be  in  vain.  No  lasting  impression  can  be 
made  on  a  prospect  without  first  gaining  his  atten¬ 
tion.  He  must  discover  his  deepest  interest  and 
lead  him  from  this  to  the  proposition.  This  is 
the  thread  by  which  success  hangs.  Be  careful 
to  eliminate  all  distracting  tendencies.  Get  the 
prospect  away  from  the  influence  of  other  people. 

If  the  salesman  is  to  win  he  must  hold  his  atten¬ 
tion.  'I  he  prospect  can  attend  to  but  one  thing 
at  a  time.  If  the  salesman  can  cpmmand  his 
interest  in  the  merits  of  his  proposition  he  will 
not  think  of  objections.  Study  his  facial  expres¬ 
sion  and  manner.  Anticipate  and  ansvyer  any  ob¬ 
jections  which  you  may  discover  in  his  mind  be¬ 
fore  he  has  had  time  to  spring  them  on  you. 
Now  is  the  supreme  moment.  Instantly  put  in 
the  place  of  his  objections  the  most  attractive 
feature  you  can  present.  If  this  is  well  done  he  is 
your  customer  and  you  may  as  well  gpt  to  writing 
up  his  order.  Pass  over  the  pen  for  him  to  sign 
his  name  on  the  dotted  line  and  the  work  is 
done. 

After  all  is  said  it  is  the  magnetic  personality, 
the  enthusiaism,  the  winning  method  of  approach 
which  secures  attention.  This  should  be  done 
without  any  reference  to  the  proposition.  Never 
tell  your  business  until  you  have  excited  curi¬ 
osity  and  interest.  Develop  the  interest  by  a 
clear,  concise  statement  of  the  aspects  of  your 
proposition  which  appeals  to  surprise  and  add  to 
it  new  knowledge.  This  interest  must  now  be 
sustained  till  you  have  created  desire.  Intensified 
desire  develops  into  a  resolve  to  accept  the  prop¬ 
osition  and  sign  the  order. 

“BE  A  SALESMAN.” 

It  happened  when  I  was  “on  the  road”  out 
in  the  Rocky  Mountain  country. 

A  number  of  us  were  waiting  for  a  train  at  a 
“water  tank’’  junction  point.  In  the  bunch  was 
a  young  fellow  who  was  making  his  first  trip. 
He  was  kicking  because  the  railroad  company 
did  not  run  a  train  over  that  mountain  road  about 
once  an  hour  instead  of  once  a  day. 

My  partner,  one  of  the  most  successful  road¬ 
men  I  have  ever  known,  said  to  him,  “Sonny, 
you’ve  been  hanging  around  with  this  bunch  tor 
several  days,  and  it  strikes  me  that  you  should 
have  caught  on  to  a  few  things  by  this  time. 
May  be  you  are  like  a  kitten — born  blind  and 
haven’t  got  your  eyes  open  yet — but  the  nine- 
day  limit  is  about  up,  and  it’s  time  you  were  get¬ 
ting  wise. 

“I’ve  had  my  eye  on  you  ever  since  you  have 
been  with  the  bunch,  and  I  notice  you  study  the 
time  table  far  closer  than  you  study  your  price 
list.  You  spend  more  time  kicking  on  the  railway 
service  than  you  do  studying  freight  rates  and 
getting  acquainted  with  them. 

“Your  consuming  ambition  seems  to  be  to 
‘make  towns’ — to  get  in  ahead  of  the  other  fellow. 
You’d  better  get  off  somewhere  and  have  a  talk 
with  yourself.  You  can’t  get  ahead  of  the  whole 
bunch.  First  you  know,  you  will  be  catching  up 
with  those  who  started  behind  you. 

“Quit  figuring  on  making  towns,  and  figure  on 
making  sales,  on  making  customers,  and  get  wise 
to  this:  It’s  easy  to  sell  a  merchant,  but  wiaA-ing 
a  customer  of  him  is  a  different  proposition. 

“'I'o  make  a  customer  of  him.  you've  got  to  get 
him  where  he  trusts  your  sincerity,  your  judg¬ 
ment,  your  honesty,  and  when  you  get  a  bunch 
of  them  to  do  that,  you  won’t  care  how  many  arc 
ahead  or  behind,  or  whether  there  is  a  railroad 
in  the  whole  state  or  not.  If  you  are  going  to 
stay  on  the  road,  don't  be  a  traveling  in;in,  don’t 
be  a  drummer — be  a  siilrsmaii." 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamonii, 
New  Yohk,  Oct.  25,  lOW). 

'I'lic  slitinihis  givcMi  the  liard  coal  trade  ahoiit 
ten  days  ago  by  more  seasonalde  weather  is  still 
effective,  and  while  the  climate  has  again  become 
warmer  since  then,  the  increased  demand  that  set 
in  at  that  time  continues  to  prevail,  with  no  mod- 
ilications  of  any  account,  d'hc  greater  activity 
is  being  felt  in  a  general  way  witli  the  various 
consuming  centers  contributing  about  equally  of 
the  amount  of  business  received,  which  in  its  ag¬ 
gregate  tonnage  is  taxing  the  shipping  interests 
in  getting  forward  the  coal,  due  to  a  decreased 
supply  of  available  cars  for  loading  at  the  mines. 
The  line  trade  is  comparatively  the  most  active, 
and  is  producing  the  greatest  number  of  orders. 

In  cases  it  becomes  difficult  to  handle  the  prod¬ 
uct  to  certain  points  of  destination  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  desired.  'I'his  class  of  trade  is  always  more 
affected  in  times  of  car  shortage  and  naturally 
so,  as  much  of  it  requires  a  special  kind  of  car 
for  shipment,  while  some  localities  are  restricted 
to  the  old  twenty-live  and  thirty  ton  equipment, 
owing  to  light  bridges,  not  permitting  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  larger  steel  cars  over  them,  though 
many  of  them  are  now  used,  thus  often  causing 
delays  in  filling  the  orders  on  this  account.  It 
is  to  be  noted  in  connection  with  the  recent  ac¬ 
tivity  at  retail,  that  as  the  orders  came  in  more 
freely  to  dealers,  it  was  immediately  reflected  on 
the  larger  demand  for  shipment  by  producing  in¬ 
terests,  due  to  the  fact  that  stocks  at  retail  have 
evidently  been  reduced  to  a  point  where  its  re¬ 
quirements  will  he  increased  according  to  the 
rate  of  consumption  prevailing,  and  with  colder 
weather  should  show  a  material  iinprovement. 

All  Markets  in  Better  Condition, 

Although  better  conditions  now  exist  in  all 
markets,  with  a  large  tonnage  still  to  go  to  the 
west  for  replenishing  the  stocks  at  storage  ports 
before  ice  makes,  there  is  little  opportunity  to 
take  advantage  of  this  business  by  increased 
shipments,  as  the  car  situation  through  the  heavy 
traffic  connections  with  the  western  roads,  is 
practically  more  acute  at  this  moment  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past,  and  it  is  not  seen  how  - 
under  these  circumstances  it  is  likely  to  im¬ 
prove  to  permit  of  more  favorable  conditions, 
until  lake  transportation  closes.  This  would  of 
course  leave  a  considerable  proportion  of  the 
tonnage  allotment  for  that  market  unshipped  un¬ 
til  a  later  date,  when  sufficient  cars  could  be 
relied  upon,  as  it  would  necessarily  have  to  go 


all  rail.  There  is  some  apiirchension  by  the 
railroad  comiianies  lest  an  early  cold  spell  sets 
in  to  create  a  demand  in  excess  of  what  could 
be  provided  for  with  the  present  equipment,  as  it 
would  make  the  situation  rather  difficult.  The 
outlook  for  a  large  movement  of  coal  tonnage 
this  fall  and  winter  to  all  markets  is  being  gen¬ 
erally  expected,  and  plans  are  now  being  figured 
upon,  with  a  view  of  getting  back  the  cars  for_ 
the  system’s  service  that  has  been  employed  in 
other  lines  of  traffic.  The  steam  grades  of  an¬ 
thracite  are  still  a  strong  feature  of  the  trade, 
with  possible  greater  shortages  on  some  of  the 
sizes  developing  while  the  output  of  the  mines 
is  curtailed.  Stocks  on  rice  are  becoming  less, 
and  in  cases  further  orders  for  it  are  refused 
owing  to  obligations  having  been  previously  en¬ 
tered  into  wliich  absorbs  the  current  supply. 
The  shipments  coastwise  are  not  yet  as  free  to 
the  eastern  ports  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  though  a  steady  improvement  is  noted, 
which  will  be  augmented  as  climatic  conditions 
warrant  it.  Shoal  water  ports  are  taking  about 
all  the  coal  that  can  be  sent  them,  with  the  con¬ 
trary  winds  for  ten  days  past  having  kept  ves¬ 
sels  at  anchor,  though  a  change  for  more  fa¬ 
vorable  sailing  weather  is  now  predicted,  and 
may  permit  of  larger  shipments.  There  is  a 
fair  amount  of  coal  loading  over  the  shipping 
ports  at  New  York,  preventing  the  accumulation 
of  any  sizes,  with  stocks  slightly  reduced.  There 
is  no  e.xcess  of  domestic  grades  and  these  are 
inoving  off  more  freely,  except  egg,  this  drag¬ 
ging  a  little  with  a  few  shippers  but  is  not  ef¬ 
fective.  The  high  winds  of  the  past  week  and 
over,  have  seriously  interfered  with  shipments 
to  the  sound  and  further  eastern  ports.  Vessels 
under  charter  were  detained  at  all  danger  points 
en  route,  having  to  seek  shelter  and  remain  there 
until  calmer  weather  arrived. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  not 
much  changed  outside  of  a  better  tone  prevailing 
in  the  market.  The  feature  most  prominent 
the  trade  is  the  vessel  situation,  which  has  been 
held  up  by  the  continuous  east  winds  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks,  causing  many  serious  losses  to  craft 
caught  in  the  storm.  This  has  produced  a  short¬ 
age  of  vessels  of  all  classes  at  all  loading  ports 
to  move  the  coal  arriving,  and  accordingly  there 
is  more  or  less  accumulation  at  tidewater  points, 
which,  however,  will  be  relieved  as  soon  as  bet¬ 
ter  weather  permits  of  the  movement  of  ves¬ 
sels  in  the  usual  course.  After  this  situation  is 
relieved,  the  difficulty  will  probably  then  be  the 
old  question  of  car  supply,  which  from  present 


appearances  is  fully  as  bad.  if  not  worse  than 
ever,  and  appearances  are  that  the  car  question 
will  not  be  likely  to  improve  this  year  until  after 
the  lake  business  to  the  west  is  stopped  by  ice. 
The  general  feeling  is  that  before  any  improve¬ 
ment  can  come  we  will  have  to  experience  some 
cold  winter  weather,  which,  however,  is  now  sea¬ 
sonable,  and  may  be  expected  any  day. 

Trade  in  the  Far  East  Is  More  Active. 

There  seems  to  have  been  quite  an  increase 
in  orders  from  this  territory.  The  trade  has  not 
been  helped  by  the  vessel  situation,  and  con¬ 
sumers  are  putting  orders  in  so  as  to  keep  a 
supply  ahead,  and  it  is  known  that  consumers, 
in  instances,  are  practically  out  of  their  supplies, 
making  their  needs  urgent. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  taking  quite  a  fair 
quota  of  coal  at  this  time,  which  amounts  up  to 
the  full  amount  of  allotments  where  contracts 
are  in  force,  and  are  taking  a  little  coal  out¬ 
side  of  this,  when  it  can  be  had,  but  standard 
grades  are  scarce  and  prices  advanced  on  cur¬ 
rent  shipments. 

New  York  harbor  trade  shows  a  better  tone, 
and  possibly  five  cents  better  in  price.  The 
winds  have  affected  the  boat  harbor  trade  as  well 
as  the  coastwise  vessel  trade,  and  accordingly 
there  is  a  shortage  of  vessels  to  move  the  coal 
arriving,  which  makes  an  accumulation  at  the 
New  York  tidewater  shipping  points,  and  is 
causing  shippers  to  be  embargoed  at  nearly  all 
ports,  while  the  coal  in  cargo  is  running  on  de¬ 
murrage  by  the  long  delay. 

All  rail  trade  is  showing  a  slight  improvement, 
with  the  distribution  of  the  tonnage  becoming 
more  regular  and  prices  slightly  advanced. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tidewater  is 
fairly  good,  but  on  all  rail  shipments  it  is  more 
or  less  uncertain.  The  car  supply  is  short  gen¬ 
erally.  Some  of  the  shippers  are  complaining 
that  they  are  not  receiving  twenty-five  per  cent 
of  their  needs. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  many  vessels 
are  tied  up  in  the  various  harbors,  which  brings 
that  trade  almost  to  a  standstill,  though  the  pres¬ 
ent  indications  are  for  clearing  weather,  with 
northwest  winds,  likely  to  release  them -any  day 
now. 

VVe  quote  current  freight  rates  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  follows ;  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
65@70c;  Lynn,  80c;  Newburyport,  85c;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  70@75c ;  to  the  sound,  55c ;  Saco,  90c 
and  towages;  Bath,  75c;  Gardiner,  85@90c  and 
towages ;  Bangor,  80(rr85c. 


Market  ^lews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  Oct.  25. — (Special  Correspondence.) 
— Indications  of  increased  activity  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  trade  arc  noticeable,  especially  in  line 
orders,  though  the  lake  forwarding  of  the  past 
week  has  varied  but  little  from  that  of  the 
previous  week.  Local  sales  agents  say  that 
there  has  been  some  increase  in  forwarding 
from  the  mines,  and  except  that  this  branch 
of  the  trade  is  affected  to  an  extent  by  the  car 
shortage,  no  trouble  is  being  experienced  in 
filling  orders,  which  have  become  more  active 
•with  the  falling  of  the  temperature.  There 
is  the  usual  moderate  supply  of  the  smaller 
sizes,  especially  nut,  but  the  slack  in  lake 
shipments  works  to  the  advantage  of  the  rail 
distribution,  and  business  is  being  taken  care 
of  in  a  satisfactory  manner — satisfactory  both 
to  the  retailer  and  the  wholesaler. 

Distribution  has  been  fairly  divided  between 
the  various  localities  reached  from  this  point, 
and  no  one  is  complaining  of  neglect  on  the 


part  of  the  sales  agents.  Former  predictions 
of  a  most  active  winter _,trade  appear  likely  to 
be  borne  out.  A  slack  summer  trade  has 
served  to  make  inroads  into  those  accumulated 
stocks,  and  the  need  for  a  general  replenishing 
is  beginning  to  be  keenly  felt. 

Total  shipments  by  the  water  route  for  the 
past  seven  days  amounted  to  64,350  tons,  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows: 

Chicago,  13,  850;  Superior,  21,700;  Soo,  Out., 
1,400;  Green  Bay,  1,200;  Duluth,  4,600;  Mil¬ 
waukee,  12,700;  Gladstone,  100;  Hancock, 
1,200;  Fort  William,  4,600;  IMarquette,  3,000 
tons. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Superior  took  the 
heaviest  consignment  of  the  week.  Total  ship¬ 
ments  by  lake  to  date,  for  the  season,  have 
been  2,050,253  tons.  In  October,  to  date,  262,- 
068. 

In  the  steam  grades  of  anthracite  a  shortage 
is  feared,  for  owing  to  the  inability  to  get 


bituminous  forward  in  ample  quantity,  some 
consumers  have  been  forced  to  resort  to  an¬ 
thracite.  There  is  some  alarm  felt  regarding 
this  condition,  but  with  the  slacking  up  of  gen¬ 
eral  freight  it  is  hoped  that  the  car  supply 
wil  be  improved  and  relief  obtained. 

In  the  bituminous  market  there  is  increased 
trouble  in  obtaining  rolling  stock  and  the  re¬ 
sult  is  a  falling  off  in  mine  production,  which 
is  cutting  heavily  into  the  profits  of  the  oper¬ 
ators.  In  conversation  with  one  of  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  mine  owners.  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  representative  learned  that  a  misfortune 
not  before  encountered  was  now  facing  the 
operators,  which  is  causing  them  genuine 
anxiety.  He  said: 

“The  car  situation  is  one  that  is  causing  a 
great  deal  of  uneasiness,  let  alone  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  loss  to  the  shippers  in  all  the  Allegheny 
Valley  district.  Last  week  work  in  the  mines 
did  not  average  over  two  and  one-half  days 
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for  the  entire  week.  At  this  time  of  year, 
aside  from  the  loss  in  tonnage,  a  more  serious 
difficulty  and  one  not  easily  to  be  met,  is  the 
dispersing  of  the  miners  from  the  valley 
mines  and  their  flocking  to  the  Pittsburg,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  West  Virginia  fields. 

“Emissaries  from  the  West  Virginia  mines 
have  been  visiting  various  properties  along  the 
valley,  promising  the  men  at  least  five  days’ 
work  a  week  in  coal  running  from  four  to  six 
feet.  This  has  influenced  quite  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  miners  to  pull  up  stakes  and  depart 
for  the  more  promising  field,  and  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  operators  are  becoming  fearful 
that  the  spirit  of  discontent  will  have  a  most 
serious  effect  even  on  those  who  are  not  yet 
decided  to  leave.  It  is  feared  that  the  offers 
of  the  southern  operators  will  draw  away  a 
much  larger  number  of  the  men,  for  the  in¬ 
ducement  of  a  milder  climate  and  more  work 
are  considerations  which  they  cannot  well 
overlook.  From  one  mine,  thirty-two  families 
have  already  departed  for  the  south.  This 
means  that  a  larger  number  of  miners  are  lost 
to  the  Allegheny  Valley  operators,  for  as  a 
rule  it  is  safe  to  figure  two  or  three  miners  to 

each  family.  r  t  > 

“Operators,  after  standing  a  four  months 
strike,  are  much  disheartened,  as  after  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  long  idleness  and  the  present 
increased  cost  of  mining  coal  owing  to  the  re¬ 
duced  tonnage,  the  expense  is  something  enor¬ 
mous,  and  there  is  scarcely  an  operator  who 
is  getting  a  new  dollar  for  an  old  one.” 


Though  the  market  is  somewhat  improved 
over  last  week,  it  is  difficult  to  get  more  than 
$1  per  net  ton  at  the  mines.  At  Pittsburg 
there  is  an  almost  unprecedented  scarcity  of 
various  grades,  and  while  the  car  shortage  is 
fully  as  bad  in  the  Allegheny  Valley,  the  veins 
are  thicker  and  the  cost  of  production  is  not 
so  heavy.  Operators  at  Pittsburg,  for  free 
coal,  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  $1.40.  to 
$1.75,  for  three-quarter  lump,  at  the  mines. 
Buffalo  being  a  strong  competitive  point,  these 
fancy  prices  hardly  prevail,  though  no  one 
having  free  gas  coal  for  sale,  is  scarcely  willing 
to  take  less  than  $1.40  per  ton  for  prompt 
shipment  from  the  mines. 

Slack  coal  has  been  very  easy  for  the  past 
week,  although  conditions  are  beginning  to 
tighten  on  this  grade.  There  is  no  ditficiilty 
e.xperienced  in  getting  eighty  cents  for  Alle¬ 
gheny  Valley  or  Pittsburg  on  a  mine  basis. 
The  Canadian  trade  for  slack  coal  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing,  and  there  is  every  indica¬ 
tion  that  the  winter  will  bring  forth  equally 
favorable  prices. 

Frank  A.  Love,  general  manager  of  tne 
Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  was  in  town  this  week. 

Clark  T.  Roberts,  of  E.  L.  Iledstrom  & 
Co.  of  Chicago,  was  in  Buffalo  last  week, 
having  returned  from  an  extended  trip  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  West  Virginia.  .  , 

J.  J.  Childs,  president  of  the  J.  J.  Childs 
Coal  Co.  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  was  in  the  city  this 
week. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  October  25. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  coal 
at  this  center  is  somewhat  less  active  than  it  was 
last  week,  due  to  the  rise  in  temperature  since 
then,  which  had  the  effect  of  depressing  trade 
to  some  extent.  This  is,  however,  not  an  unusual 
condition  at  this  season,  when  stocks  are  still  jn 
full  supply,  making  the  demand  for  coal  entirely 
subject  to  climatic  changes  and  variations  in  the 
requirements  are  often  so  marked  as  to  be  limited 
to  only  a  few  days  at  a  time.  The  consumption 
of  coal  up  to  the  present  has  not  been  large  and 
in  consequence  trade  is  lagging  accordingly,  yet 
due  to  the  fact  of  this  status,  it  gives  an  assur¬ 
ance  for  a  larger  business  when  the  proper  time 
arrives  and  all  interests  affected  are  anticipating 
a  large  increase  in  the  supply  of  orders.  The 
general  business  in  the  mining  fields  is  of  sufficient 
proportions  to  absorb  all  the  coal  being  produced 
and  in  cases  delays  on  shipments  occur,  because 
of  the  shortage  of  cars,  which  have  been  used  m 
the  transportation  of  other  freights,  taking  them 
into  foreign  territory,  making  their  return  uncer¬ 
tain  and  not  to  be  depended  upon.  A  cold  wave 
appearing  would  probably  accentuate  this  situ¬ 
ation  materially  and  with  an  increased  demand 
for  coal  it  would  not  be  unlikely  that  further 
restrictions  will  occur  and  thereby  delay  its 
movement.  Shipments  to  points  all-rail  are  show¬ 
ing  a  good  deal  of  improvement,  with  a  large 
tonnage  being  called  for  by  this  class  of  trade, 
which  is  seemingly  in  greater  need  than  other 
localities.  Shoalwater  ports  continue  to  produce 
a  fair  amount  of  orders  and  is  being  shipped 
upon  as  fast  as  the  unfavorable  weather  on  the 


coast  will  permit  boats  to  leave  the  loading 
piers.  The  steam  grades  are  moving  off  more 
freely  with  stocks  of  special  grades  becoming 
short,  giving  an  additional  stimulus  to  the  de¬ 
mand,  not  only  for  current  use,  but  for  future 
supplies,  fearing  a  greater  stringency  of  these 

coals  later  on.  ... 

There  is  a  gradual  improvement  m  the  min¬ 
ing  conditions  of  central  Pennsylvania  and  the 
capacity  of  shipments  is  up  to  about  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  that  is  available  and  the  situation  is  thought 
to  be  normal  for  this  time  of  the  year.  No 
doubt  a  spell  of  protracted  colder  weather  would 
make  things  more  active,  and  with  this  encourage¬ 
ment  might  start  up  a  concerted  buying  for  ac¬ 
cumulating  future  supplies.  The  consumer  is 
apparently  not  as  forehanded  in  taking  on  coal 
this  year  for  winter  needs  when  interruptions  to 
transportation  through  storms  and  bad  weather 
is  likely  to  cause  long  delays  on  the  tonnage  en 
route,  and  this  indifference  as  to  his  not  tak¬ 
ing  these  precautions  may  be  due  to  the  mild 
winter  of  a  year  ago  when  little  difficulty  was  ex¬ 
perienced  on  account  of  it,  but  is  by  no  means 
a  criterion  to  be  depended  on,  as  the  reverse 
is  just  as  likely  to  happen  durinff  the  current 
winter.  Most  of  the  coal  produced  at  the  mines 
is  going  on  the  line  trade,  as  shipments  to  tide¬ 
water  are  subject  to  embargoes,  through  the  ton¬ 
nage  arriving  at  the  ports  being  unable  to  charter 
vessels  promptly  owing  to  the  high  winds  which 
has  detained  craft  both  leaving  and  reaching  the 
harbors.  This  situation  has  made  coal  somewhat 
shorter  in  these  markets  and  prices  are  a  little 
firmer. 


longer  delay  in  the  coal  movement  by  water  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  some  shortage  at  the  discharg¬ 
ing  ports  will  occur  and  may  have  the  effect  of 
an  attempt  to  increase  orders,  though  shippers 
are  not  in  the  mood  to  take  on  more  business 
under  present  conditions.  T  he  all-rail  trade  is 
large  and  in  advance  of  the  amount  of  tonnage 
received  in  the  preceding  years,  which  may  be 
further  augmented  hy  the  uncertain  delivery  via 
tidewater  points  at  this  season. 

Bituminous  coal  is  in  fair  demand,  though  de¬ 
liveries  upon  it  have  been  slow  for  several  weeks 
past,  principally  due  to  the  slow  arrival  of  coal 
at  the  lower  loading  ports  and  the  bad  weather 
which  has  prevailed,  holding  hack  cargoes,  even 
after  getting  loaded,  for  indefinite  periods.  That 
this  restriction  in  receipts  of  tonnage  at  the  dis¬ 
charging  points  will  be  felt  very  shortly  is  the 
general  opinion  in  the  trade  and  evidences  of  a 
number  of  cases  that  have  already  occurred  bear 
out  this  judgment.  As  to  the  progress  in  ob¬ 
taining  an  improved  condition  for  belter  ship¬ 
ments  as  the  market  develops  is  hard  to  predict 
at  the  moment  because  of  the  shortage  of  lalior 
and  a  deficiency  in  the  car  supply,  the  latter 
ranging  down  to  below  fifty  per  cent  of  what  is 
considered  normal,  with  no  encouragement  given 
shippers  on  the  southern  roads,  that  better  things 
will  come  soon.  The  all-rail  business  is  taking 
advantage  of  the  situation  and  is  placing  a  larger 
amount  of  the  Clearfield  and  Beech  Creek  region 
coals  at  the  New  England  and  further  eastern 
points,  which  may  be  of  considerable  importance 
to  this  product,  especially  as  the  delivered  prices 
are  comparatively  lower.  The  vessel  freight  mar¬ 
ket  has  an  upward  tendency,  with  rates  to  Bos¬ 
ton  at  70@75c  from  Hampton  Roads  and  75c 
from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report: 

The  freight  market  is  firmer  all  along  the 
line,  tonnage  scarce,  rates  strong,  and  a  big 
demand  for  cotton  boats  at  advancing  figures. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures  are  the  following: 
Steamer  “Ripon,”  1,885  tons  register,  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Havana,  $1.50;  steamer  “Tropic,” 
2,340  tons  register,  Norfolk  to  St.  Lucia,  at 
$2.10;  steamer  “Borgestad,”  2,541  tons  regis¬ 
ter,  Baltimore  to  Vera  Cruz  or  Tampico,  at 
p.  t.;  steamer  “M.  C.  Holm,”  1,572  tons  regis¬ 
ter,  Norfolk  to  St.  Lucia,  at  $2.00,  and  steamer 
“Disa,”  447  tons  register,  Norfolk  to  Man¬ 
zanillo,  at  $3.00. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer, 
as  follows:  $1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $2.00 
to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.()0@1.70  to  Cien- 
fuegoes;  $1.70@1.80  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75@1.85  tb 
Santiago;  $1.75@1.85  to  Colon;  $1.80@1.90  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00@2.10  to  St. 
Lucia;  $1.75@1.85  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90@1.95 
to  Barbados';  $1.C0@1.70  to  Kingston;  $1.40@ 
1.45  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2.50@2.G0  to  Dem- 
erara;  $1.80@1.90  to  Bermuda;  $1.60  to  Vera 
Cruz;  $1.60  to  Tampico;  16@17s  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  17@18s  to  Rosario;  16@17s  to  Rio; 
17@18s  to  Santos;  10@lls  to  a  direct  port  in 
the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast 
of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.75@6.00  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Manila;  $6.25@6.50  to  Japanese 
ports. 


The  Hew  England  Coal  Trade. 


Boston,  Mass.,  October  2i.— (Special  Corre- 
spondeiice.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  coal  is 
well  maintained  on  the  basis  of  our  last  report, 
with  possibly  a  slight  weakening  in  some  direc¬ 
tions  on  account  of  the  warm  weather.  Yet  the 
sentiment  of  the  consuming  trade  is  entirely  in¬ 
clined  to  put  in  sufficient  supplip  for  their  winter 
use,  and  where  delayed  it  is  thought  to  be 
only  temporary,  as  summer  prices  still  obtain, 
though  the  opinion  is  that  the  fall  and  winter 
advance  will  soon  he  made.  The  result  of  the 
larger  movement  of  coal  at  retail  has  caused 
stocks  to  be  reduced  in  dealers’  yards  to  a  point 
where  orders  have  to  be  placed  more  frequently 
in  order  to  keep  up  the  supplies  and  this  is  now 


becoming  more  effective  in  the  wholesale  market, 
with  a  larger  number  of  cargoes  reaching  the 
discharging  ports.  Some  interference  to  ship¬ 
ments  coastwise  has  been  occasioned  during  the 
past  week  by  the  high  and  contrary  winds,  not 
permitting  boats  and  sailing  craft  to  leave  the 
harbors  of  safety  and  the  report  at  the  time 
of  writing  is  that  over  fifty  coal-laden  barges  and 
twenty  tugs  from  Philadelphia  are  weather-bound 
between  Marcus  Hook  and  Delaware  breakwater. 
This  does  not  account  for  the  schooners  held  up 
in  the  same  waters,  nor  the  several  fleets  that 
still  remain  in  shelter,  also  loaded  with  coal,  at 
the  lower  sound  ports  and  it  is  indefinite  as  to 
when  they  will  be  released.  In  the  event  of  much 


V 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  gas  at  East  Liver¬ 
pool,  Ohio,  about  seventy-five  kilns  are  reported 
as  being  idle.  The  loss  to  mainifactiirers  on 
account  of  the  shortage  of  gas  as  a  fuel  has 
been  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousaiul  dollars  this 
season.  It  is  thought  that  coal  will  be  used  in 
the  future. 

V 

The  Kcnncrly  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  has  purchased  two  hundred  and  seventy-one 
acres  of  coal  land  at  Ebensburg,  Pa.  The  land 
is  now  being  developed  aiul  the  purchase  includes 
all  buildings,  mining  machinery,  mules  and 
horses.  The  purchase  price  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


I’’.  N.  I’case,  sales  agent  at  Cliicago,  of  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Peters,  spent  several  days  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  week  in  New  York  city  on  a  visit  to  head- 
(piarters  of  the  firm,  leaving  for  the  west  on 
Tuesday  night. 

Coastwise  shipping  on  the  Atlantic  soaboard 
was  practically  tied  up  all  during  last  week  by 
the  high  winds  and  heavy  northeast  storms,  pre¬ 
venting  sailing  vessels  from  leaving  the  har¬ 
bors  of  safety,  and  but  few  steamships  ventured 
out  for  days  at  a  time,  owing  to  the  gales. 

I'rank  Haas,  who  has  been  identified  with  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  &  Somerset  Coal  Com¬ 
panies  for  a  number  of  years,  at  Fairmont, 
W.  Va.,  and  has  for  some  time  held  the  position 
of  chief  chemist,  has  been  appointed  assistant 
general  manager,  effective  October  first,  190G. 

C.  II.  Alloway  has  accepted  a  position  as 
salesman  with  the  Anderson  Coal  Mining  Co.  at 
New  York.  Mr.  Alloway  comes  to  the  market 
highly  recommended,  after  many  years  of  active 
service  in  the  Philadelphia  coal  trade,  and  with 
his  knowledge  of  the  business  should  do  well  in 
his  present  position. 

The  new  firm  of  Buchholz  &  Morrell,  who  have 
established  a  suite  of  offices  at  No.  1  Broadway, 
elegantly  furnished,  started  actively  in  business 
the  first  of  the  week.  They  will  handle  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coals,  and  have  under 
agreement  several  desirable  products  that  should 
make  ready  sellers,  as  these  coals  are  well  known 
in  this  market. 

Frank  L.  Church,  superintendent  of  the  Som¬ 
erset  Coal  Co.,  Somerset,  Pa.,  was  married  on 
Wednesday  night,  October  seventeenth,  to  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Beerits,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
flenry  C.  Beerits,  of  that  place.  The  wedding 
ceremony  was  held  in  the  Trinity  Lutheran 
church,  which  was  beautifully  decorated  for  the 
occasion,  and  was  altogether  a  charming  affair. 

J.  B.  Shields,  eastern  sales  agent  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  at  Boston,  was  in  New  York  for  the 
week  end,  on  a  business  trip  to  the  company’s 
office,  also  renewing  the  acquaintance  of  former 
associations  and  remaining  over  Sunday.  Mr. 
Shields  reports  the  trade  in  the  east  as  being 
improved,  and  the  question  at  present  is  not  one 
of  demand,  so  much  as  it  is  the  supply,  due  to 
mining  restrictions  through  a  lack  of  cars. 

Franklin  Moore,  who  recently  opened  an  office 
at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  to  re-enter  the 
coal  trade,  will  operate  under  the  name  of 
Franklin  Moore  &  Co.  Mr.  Moore  controls  an 
interest  in  a  going  soft  coal  mine,  located  in 
Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  and  is  producing  the  Mil¬ 
ler  vein  coal.  lie  has  also  made  arrangements 
to  handle  in  this  market  a  high  grade  Cambria 
county  coal,  which  places  him  in  a  strong  posi¬ 
tion  to  compete  for  important  business. 

According  to  a  statement  filed  with  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  the  Lehigh 
&  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania,  dated  August  thirty-first, 
190G,  makes  a  favorable  showing  in  the  company’s 
earnings.  The  ^-eport  made  shows  that  the  as¬ 
sets  have  increased  from  $44,103,907  to  $44,441,- 
469.  The  profit  and  loss  surplus,  which  last 
year  was  $1,837,775,  is  now  $3,G43,935.  The 
company’s  floating  debt  of  $749,335  of  a  year  ago, 
has  been  wiped  out,  while  the  funded  debt  has 
been  decreased  from  $3G,053,338  to  $35,506,338. 

Further  details  of  the  terms  of  the  sale  of  the 
Virginia  &  Southwestern  road  to  the  Southern 
railway  were  made  public  the  first  of  the  week, 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Virginia  Iron,  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  Twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  pur¬ 
chase  price  was  paid  by  the  Southern  railway  on 
June  fifteenth,  and  the  balance  will  be  paid  in  six 
equal  semi-annual  installments,  with  interest  at 
five  per  cent  on  the  amount  remaining  unpaid. 
The  net  profits  of  the  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  for  the  year  ended  June  thirtieth  were  $160,- 
444.  The  coal  department  showed  the  best  re¬ 
sults. 

The  four-masted  schooner  Northland,  with 
auxiliary  power,  which  was  launched  on  Thurs¬ 
day  of  last  week,  from  the  yard  of  Cobb,  Butler 
&  Co.,  Rockland,  Maine,  marks  an  epoch  in  coast¬ 
wise  sailing  vessels.  The  vessel  is  built  on  sharp 


lines,  siireading  nine  thousand  yards  of  canvas, 
and  is  equipped  with  a  gasoline  engine  of  five 
hundred  horsepower,  guaranteed  to  give  a  speed 
of  six  knots  an  hour,  when  sails  are  powerless. 
There  also  is  equipment  for  furnishing  power 
for  electric  elevator,  being  another  new  feature 
for  sailing  craft.  The  schooner  has  been  de¬ 
signed  to  carry  paper  from  the  mills  at  Stockton 
to  New  York  and  take  coal  cargoes  from  the 
Atlantic  seaports  on  her  return  trip. 

P.  G.  Kemj),  of  the  P.  G.  Kemp  Coal  Co.,  337 
West  Sixty-fourth  street.  New  York,  after  having 
been  confined  to  the  hospital  tor  some  time  in  order 
to  have  a  cataract  removed  from  the  back  of 
each  eye,  which  left  him  in  poor  health,  has  taken 
up  quarters  in  the  country,  near  Hackensack,  N. 
J.,  where  he  will  remain  for  some  time  to  re¬ 
cover  his  health.  Mr.  Kemp  has  had  a  very 
unfortunate  experience  in  an  effort  to  retain  his 
sight,  but  the  two  operations  performed  on  one 
eye,  gave  him  no  relief  and  had  to  be  removed 
entirely,  with  an  artificial  one  substituted  in¬ 
stead.  He  has  decided  not  to  have  the  other 
one,  which  is  similarly  affected,  though  less  se¬ 
vere,  operated  upon,  hoping  it  may  still  serve 
him  for  some  time. 

A  number  of  railroad  representatives  appeared 
before  the  state  railroad  commission  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  in  opposition 
to  the  applications  of  the  Schenectady  &  Mar- 
garetville  Railroad  Co.,  and  the  Hancock  &  East 
Branch  Railroad  Co.,  for  permission  to  con¬ 
struct  their  proposed  roads,  which  will  form  a 
connecting  link  of  a  competing  line  from  the 
northeastern  section  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  east¬ 
ern  states.  These  two  roads,  with  the  Delaware 
&  Eastern  and  the  Boston  &  Maine,  will  make 
up  the  independent  system.  The  application  was 
opposed  by  counsel  representating  the  New  York 
Central  railroad,  the  Delaware  &  Hudson,  the 
New  York  Ontario  &  Western,  Ulster  &  Dela¬ 
ware,  the  Schoharie  Valley  railroad  and  other 
affected  lines.  About  two  hundred  delegates, 
representing  the  interests  affected,  through  which 
territory  the  new  roads  will  pass,  appeared  in 
favor  of  the  applications.  After  some  testimony 
was  taken,  as  to  the  public  necessity  and  con¬ 
venience,  the  hearing  was  adjourned  until  No¬ 
vember. 

A  fleet  of  vessels,  consisting  of  schooners,  tugs, 
barges  and  steamships,  were  wind-bound  at  the 
Delaware  breakwater,  while  a  large  fleet  was 
anchored  at  Hampton  Roads  unable  to  leave  the 
harbor  before  the  first  of  this  week,  greatly  de¬ 
laying  the  shipments  on  coal  from  these  ports. 
Consumers  in  the  east,  who  chartered  vessels 
two  weeks  ago  and  over,  to  load  cargoes  at  the 
lower  ports,  have  in  instances  not  yet  arrived 
there,  and  the  delay  on  all  freights  eastward  is 
becoming  embarrassing  with  those  having  short 
supplies  of  coal  on  hand.  Should  the  severity  of 
the  gales  continue  or  the  weather  remain  un¬ 
settled,  which  is  not  unusual  at  this  season,  it 
will  be  liable  to  produce  a  shortage  of  the  stand¬ 
ard  grades,  where  prices  would  be  advanced. 
Shippers,  in  instances,  are  already  asking  for  an 
advance  over  the  regular  quotations,  owing  to 
the  difficulties  of  transportation,  both  rail  and 
water,  and  through  an  insufficient  supply  of  labor 
at  the  mines,  giving  them  more  business  than  can 
be  handled  within  the  time  to  which  it  is  lim¬ 
ited  for  delivery. 

The  organization  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Beech 
Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Co.  will  be  as  follows : 
James  Kerr,  president,  office  17  Battery  Place, 
New  York  city;  T.  H.  Watkins,  vice  president; 
A.  G.  Edward,  secretary  and  treasurer;  Robert 
Mitchell,  sales  agent;  David  G.  Thompson,  traf¬ 
fic  manager;  George  M.  Norris,  superintendent 
of  marine  and  manager  steamship  department ; 
George  S.  Seymour,  comptroller ;  A.  G.  Pal¬ 
mer,  assistant  to  president,  and  C.  H.  Mem¬ 
ory,  Cresson,  Pa.,  auditor.  The  offices  of  the 
sales  department  will  be  in  the  city  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  the  general  offices  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  directors  of  the  company  are: 
W.  A.  Lathrop  and  Robert  Mitchell,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia;  James  Kerr,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.;  T.  H. 
W  atkins  and  Clarence  D.  Simpson,  of  Scran¬ 
ton,  Pa. ;  A.  G.  Palmer,  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. ; 
R.  H.  Williams  and  Samuel  T.  Peters,  of  New 
York  city,  and  Richard  C.  Storey,  of  Boston. 
The  Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal 


Co.,  in  addition  to  its  thirty-three  going  col¬ 
lieries,  have  other  improvements  under  way  and 
contemplated,  in  order  to  increase  the  tonnage 
output,  for  which  business  is  now  being  es¬ 
tablished  on  more  extensive  lines. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  the  friends  and  busi¬ 
ness  associates  of  C.  P.  Anderson,  president  of 
the  Anderson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Boston,  to  learn 
that  he  is  speedily  recovering  from  the  serious 
accident  he  sustained  while  driving  in  a  car¬ 
riage  to  go  over  Huntington  bridge  on  Saturday 
night,  the  thirteenth  instant.  It  was  at  first  thought 
that  his  condition  was  very  critical,  as  the  fall 
of  twenty-five  feet  to  the  railroad  tracks  below 
the  bridge  was  a  most  severe  one,  and  his  escape 
from  greater  injury  seemed  almost  miraculous, 
but  fortunately  no  limbs  were  broken,  and  being 
strong  physica'ly,  favored  an  early  recovery  from 
the  shock  and  bruises.  The  horse  driven  by  Mr. 
Anderson  had  been  idle  for  some  time,  owing 
to  preference  being  given  to  his  automobile,  was 
naturally  nervous  when  entering  the  bridge, 
which  was  open  on  one  side  of  the  driveway,  for 
needed  repairs,  and  with  the  tooting  of  locomo¬ 
tives  on  the  tracks  just  below,  the  unfamiliar 
surroundings,  suddenly  turned  aside  as  the 
bridge  was  approached  and  ran  into  the  section 
that  was  open,  precipitating  Mr.  Anderson 
through  the  open  space,  when  the  front  wheels 
of  the  carriage  dropped  between  the  girders, 
causing  him  to  be  unseated.  The  horse  and 
wagon  were  suspended  in  the  girders. 

Stockholders  of  the  Albany  &  Susquehanna 
Railroad  Co.,  at  its  annual  meeting  held  last 
vveek  at  Albany.  N.  Y..  after  a  protracted  ses¬ 
sion,  refused  to  re-elect  the  old  board  represent¬ 
ing  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  to  which  the 
former  road  is  leased,  and  elected  an  entire  new 
board  of  directors  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  John  S.  Kennedy,  John  Harson  Rhoades, 
Adrian  H.  Joline,  George  P.  Butler,  William 
Stewart  Todd,  I.  N.  P.  Stokes,  George  L. 
Sheaver,  William  A.  W.  Stewart.  John  H.  Mc- 
Clement,  Arthur  W.  Butler  and  Henry  E.  How¬ 
land  of  New  York;  Howard  O.  Sturges,  of 
Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Charles  P.  Cooley,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.  Following  this  meeting  the 
board  elected  as  president  of  the  road,  George 
P.  Butler,  chairman  of  the  Albany  &  Susque¬ 
hanna  railroad  stockholders’  protective  commit¬ 
tee,  and  W.  L.  M.  Phelps  was  reappointed  secre¬ 
tary.  The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  aside  from 
its  stock  control  of  the  Albany  &  Susquehanna, 
which  was  lost  at  the  last  meeting,  has  a  lease 
on  the  road,  dating  from  1870,  and  runs  for  the 
term  of  its  charter,  nearly  one  hundred  years 
more.  The  protective  committee,  it  is  under¬ 
stood,  desires  the  present  board  to  enforce  its 
claims,  so  that  the  individual  stockholders  would 
profit  by  the  refunding  of  six  and  seven  per  cent 
bond  at  syi  per  cent,  which  would  increase  the 
savings  from  $35,000  a  year  by  the  retirement 
of  $3,500,000  of  seven  per  cent  bond,  for 
the  present  issue  of  the  same  amount  of  3l4  per 
cent  to  $335,500  a  year. 

It  is  reported  that  the  coal  ship  I.  F.  Chap¬ 
man,  which  was  caught  in  the  Hong  Kong 
hurricane,  is  not  badly  damaged  after  all,  al¬ 
though  it  had  previously  been  announced  that 
she  had  been  thrown  ashore.  The  coal  ship 
S.  P.  Hitchcock,  which  was  in  the  same  blow, 
it  is  understood,  has  a  fair  show  of  salvage. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  announced 
its  plans  for  the  proposed  freight  cut-off 
around  Baltimore,  which  will  relieve  present 
congested  conditions.  The  line  is  to  cost 
nine  million  dollars,  and  will  shorten  the 
through  freight  route  from  the  coal  field  to 
the  north  by  several  miles.  It  will  be  used 
by  the  Pennsylvania  also,  that  road  having 
been  prohibited  from  building  a  line  of  its 
own  by  an  act  of  the  last  legislature,  while 
the  B.  &  O.  claims  it  has  the  right  of  con¬ 
struction  under  its  charter.  The  matter  will 
be  fought  out  in  the  courts  before  the  line 
becomes  an  actuality. 

A  Pittsburg  coal  syndicate  is  said  to  be 
negotiating  for  a  tract  known  as  the  Wood- 
ville  tract  in  western  Maryland,  which  contains 
about  fifty  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands. 
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The  E.  A.  Conway  Coal  Co.,  of  Sioux  City, 
Iowa,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $25,000. 

The  Standard  Splint  &  Gas  Coal  Co.,  Standard, 

W.  Va.,  has  increased  its  capital  stock  from 
$50,000  to  $100,000. 

Arctic  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Gastonia,  Tenn.,  by  J.  F.  Love  and  others.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $50,000. 

Anna  P.  Davis,  Pawnee,  Ill.,  has  sold  to  the 
Midland  Coal  Co.  forty  acres  of  coal  land  near 
that  city,  the  consideration  being  six  hundred  dol¬ 
lars. 

Atlantic  Ice  &  Coal  Co.,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  has 
been  incorporated  by  L.  Kuehule,  J.  Erpenbeck 
and  F.  R.  Farrell.  The  capital  of  the  company  is 
$50,000. 

The  Lee  Creek  Gas,  Oil  &  Coal  Co.,  Van 
Buren,  Ark.,  has  begun  the  development  of  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  it  has  leased  near 
that  city^ 

The  Bituminous  Coal  Co.  of  America  has  se¬ 
cured  twelve  hundred  acres  of  coal  lands  at 
Moundsville,  W.  Va.,  which  it  proposes  to  de¬ 
velop  at  once. 

An  amended  charter  for  the  Elk  Valley  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  been  hied,  ^in¬ 
creasing  the  amount  of  capital  stock  from  $:)0,- 
000  to  $250,000. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
has  issued  orders  that  all  its  breakers  in  the  coal 
region  be  placed  in  good  working  order  for  the 
ensuing  winter. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  rail¬ 
way  has  adopted  a  new  scheme  of  burning  cakes 
made  from  coal  dust  and  tar.  The  experiment 
has  thus  far  proved  to  be  a  success. 

The  Keywest  Wharf  &  Coal  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N. 

T  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $200,000. 
The  incorporators  are:  Charles  A  Murphy,  W. 
W.  Shaw,  F.  M.  Rose,  E.  H.  Crandall  and  R.  B. 
Kilgore. 

The  Willoughby  Coal  &  Land  Co.  has  hied 
articles  of  incorporation  at  Denver,  Colo.,  showing 
a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are : 
William  Padheld,  R.  M.  Morgan  and  J.  O.  Van 
(le  Berg. 

The  Fairbury  W  est  End  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Fairbury,  Ill.,  to  mine  and  deal  m 
coal.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of  $^,000 
and  is  incorporated  by  J.  W.  Strout,  W.  H.  Davis 
and  I.  Harris. 

Owen  Murphy,  a  prominent  coke  oven  builder 
of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  has  disposed  of  a  tract 
of  over  one  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  near  the 
Dorothy  coke  plant  in  Westmoreland  county,  tor 
a  consideration  of  $200,000. 

\rticles  of  incorporation  have  been  hied  at 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  by  the  Straight  Coal  Co  of 

Carter  county,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  $-5-000. 
The  incorporators  are :  M.  E.  Cassity,  M.  1 . 
McEldowney  and  B.  W.  Trimble. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  hied  at  ^i/-- 
abeth  N  J  by  the  Nassau  Coal  Mining  Co., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are;  P.  T.  Norton,  P.  H.  Gilhooly,  C. 
M.  Whittemore  and  E.  L.  Mack. 

Naval  officers  at  Washington  are  on  the  lookout 
for  a  barge  with  a  capacity  of  not  less  than  2,500 
tons,  which  is  to  be  moored  at  Ne\y.port  N^vs, 
filled  to  its  utmost  capacity,  at  all  times.  1  ne 
coal  will  be  used  for  coaling  war  vessels. 

The  Anglings  Creek  Coal  Land  Co.,  of  Oak 
Hill,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators-  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are:  J.  S.  Lewis,  W  H  Duncan,  O.  O. 
Crawford,  B.  C.  Peters  and  1 .  FI.  Hooper. 

As  a  result  of  the  two  thousand  miners  on 
strike  at  the  Crows  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co.,  Winni¬ 
peg,  Man.,  a  coal  famine  is  threatening  the  cities 
of  the  Canadian  northwest.  The  mines  have  been 
closed  down  for  several  months,  the  trouble  being 


caused  by  the  manager  refusing  to  discharge  non¬ 
union  miners. 

The  Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  Moundsville,  W.  Va., 
has  secured  twelve  thousand  acres  of  coal  land 
which  it  proposes  to  develop  at  once.  A  plant 
with  a  daily  capacity  of  fifteen  nundred  tons  will 
be  installed  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $90,000. 

The  Carbon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  now  opening  ex¬ 
tensive  mines  in  the  Riley  canon  district,  near 
Trinidad,  Colo.,  has  let  a  contract  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  fifty  miners’  cottages.  Cement 
iilocks,  glazed  with  coal,  are  to  be  used  in  con¬ 
struction. 

I'lie  W.  B.  Brown  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
248  E.  One  Flundred  and  Sixteenth  street.  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000.  The 
company  will  handle  coal  and  wood  and  is  incor¬ 
porated  by  W.  B.  Brown,  George  Behsmaun  and 
S.  F.  Brown. 

A  strike  of  the  fifteen  hundred  employes  of  the 
Spring  Hill  coal  mines.  Spring  Hill,  N.  S.,  is 
thought  likely.  The  union  has  demanded  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  wages  and  notice  has  been  given  that 
unless  it  is  granted  at  once,  work  will  cease 
within  a  week. 

Two  veins  of  coal,  fourteen  and  eleven  feet 
thick  respectively,  have  been  discovered  on  land 
leased  at  Black  Creek,  Pa.,  by  James  G.  Harvey, 
formerly  sheriff  of  Luzerne  county.  A  slope  is 
being  sunk  and  a  breaker  will  be  erected  before 
cold  weather  sets  in. 

The  Mingo  Black  Coal  Co.,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va., 
has  been  incorporated  by  M.  E.  Lawson,  Boston ; 
Landon  Lawson,  Williamson ;  V.  L.  Highland,  I. 
Keith,  Sheridan  R.  Griffin,  of  Clarksburg,  and  C. 

G.  Dobbins,  of  Wheeling.  The  company  has  a 
capital  stock  of  $350,000, 

The  Susquehanna  Iron  Products  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  15  Exchange  place,  Jersey  Oty, 

N.  J..  to  manufacture  iron,  copper,  coke,  etc._  Ihe 
capital  of  the  company  is  $3,000  and  the  incor¬ 
porators  are:  John  R.  Turner,  B.  S.  Mantz  and 
F.  Ingold,  all  of  Jersey  City. 

The  Victor  Fuel  Co.  has  erected  twenty-four 
new  houses  at  its  Chandler  Creek  (Colo.)  inines. 
These  are  made  necessary  by  the  demand  for 
good  homes  by  its  employes,  a  good  class  of 
white  miners  now  having  taken  the  place  Of  the 
negroes  formerly  employed. 

Summons  are  being  served  upon  a  large  iium- 
ber  of  Pennsylvania  operators,  who  will  be  called 
by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  the 
near  future  to  testify  as  to  the  methods  of  the 
anthracite  “trust’;  in  the  matter  of  freight  rates 
and  the  distribution  of  cars. 

The  Continental  Clay  &  Coal  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind., 
has  resumed  operations  under  the  name  of  the 
Clay  Product  Co.  The  plant  is  pronounced  by 
experts  to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  countr\. 
H.  H.  Titsworth,  of  Chicago,  has  been  made  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  company. 

A  new  town  is  being  established  near  Har¬ 
rison,  Md.,  at  which  point  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  is  now  operating.  The  name  of  the  town 
is  Kittaning,  named  from  one  of  the  coal  veins 
which  lies  under  it.  About  a  dozen  houses  are 
now  in  the  course  of  construction. 

The  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  has  opened  a 
nine-foot  vein  of  coal  in  Faricillo  canon,  twelve 
miles  west  of  Trinidad,  Colo.  The  company 
has  had  prospectors  at  work  trying  to  discover 
a  vein  for  some  time,  and  two  smaller  seams 
had  previously  been  opened  up. 

The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  is  negotiating  for 
the  purchase  from  the  Dodson  Coal  Co.,  of  the 
latter’s  large  colliery  at  Kaska  William, 
Middleport,  Pa.,  in  the  Schuylkill  valley.  The 
company  is  now  buying  the  entire  output  the 
Silver  creek  colliery,  near  New  Philadelphia. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.  is  rushing  its  plans  for 
the  opening  of  the  Jenner  coal  field  near  Boswell, 
Pa.,  contracts  now  being  awarded  for  en^nes 
to  be  used  in  the  central  power  plant.  Two 


mines  are  to  be  opened  in  the  near  future,  but 
operations  eventually  will  be  extended  so  as  to 
provide  for  five  shafts. 

According  to  James  Ross,  president  of  the  Do¬ 
minion  Coal  Co.,  the  company’s  various  collieries 
were  never  in  a  better  position  than  at  present 
The  company  has  found  it  impossiolc  to  meet 
all  the  demands  of  its  customers  and  m  some 
instances  have  been  compelled  to  ask  them  to 
accept  reduced  quantities. 

The  Reading  Railway  Co.  has  aapiired  lands 
adjoining  its  line  in  Northampton  lleights.  Pa., 
including  the  C.  L.  Hock  coal  yard,  for  which  it 
paid  eight  thousand  dollars.  This  will  give  the 
company  ample  yard  facilities  necessary  for  the 
handling  of  raw  and  finished  materials  shipped 
by  the  Bethlehem  Steel  Co.,  which  is  located 


A  new  railroad,  nine  miles  in  length,  is  soon 
to  be  built  from  Gurley,  Ala.,  to  the  coal  and 
iron  fields  of  Jackson  county.  The  fields  are  said 
to  be  as  rich  as  any  in  Alabama,  although 
have  never  been  developed.  The  road  is  to  be 
constructed  by  a  party  of  Chicago  capitalists  who 
recently  purchased  thirty  thousand  acres  of  Jack- 
son  county  land. 


The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Kas., 
has  taken  options  on  the  Weir  Junction  Coal 
Co.,  the  Eureka  Deep  Vein  Coal  Co.,  and  a  num¬ 
ber’  of  other  smaller  companies  in  the  Pittsburg 
district.  If  the  Central  Co.  absorbs  these  smaller 
concerns  it  will  obtain  several  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  coal  land,  all  located  on  the  lines  of 
the  Frisco  railway. 


At  Cape  Breton  immense  coal  mines,  covering 
1,600  acres  in  area,  are  being  worked  under  the 
bed  of  the  ocean.  The  mines  are  entered  at  the 
shore  and  extend  for  over  a  mile  under  the 
water  The  submarine  roof  of  the  mines  is 
lined  with  fire  clay,  and  this  !s  held  m  place 
by  the  water  pressure  so  that  there  is  no  more 
moisture  here  than  in  the  underground  col¬ 
lieries. 

G.  B.  Schooley,  cousin  of  James  L.  Crawford, 
the  prominent  coal  operator  who  died  at  Scran¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  over  sixteen  months  ago,  leaving  an 
estate  valued  at  several  million  dollars,  recently 
filed  a  will  bequeathing  himself  about  one  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  of  the  Crawford  estate.  Counsel  for 
the  estate  have  pronounced  the  will  a  forgery 
and  are  attempting  to  prove  a  tremendous  scheme 
of  blackmail  against  Schooley. 

On  October  first  General  Manager  L.  L.  Malone 
issued  official  notice,  approved  by  Vice-President 
Wheelwright,  of  the  appointment  of  Frank  Haas 
to  the  position  of  assistant  general  manager  of  the 
Consolidation,  Somerset  &  Fairmont  Coal  Cos. 
Mr.  Haas  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  1873, 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that  city 
and  in  1891  entered  the  Ohio  State  University, 
from  which  he  graduated  with  C.  E.  degree  in 
1895,  following  with  an  E.  M.  degree  in  1896. 
From  1896  to  1898  he  was  instructor  in  metal¬ 
lurgical  chemistry  in  the  mining  engineering  de¬ 
partment  of  that  university,  bis  work  in  tois 
capacity  being  of  such  a  character  as  to 
cially  fit  him  for  the  position  he  now  holds.  On 
July  first,  1901,  he  entered  the  engineering  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  In  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  the  rapid  growth  of  the  coa. 
company  and  the  great  variety  in  quality  of  coals 
mined  necessitated  the  starting  of  a  department 
which  would  have  full  charge  of  the  testing 
of  the  various  steam,  gas  and  smithing  coals,  at 
the  head  of  which  department  Mr.  Haas  was 
placed,  and  by  his  great  energy  and  hard  work 
it  has  been  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  effi¬ 
ciency  and  probably  exceeds  in  value  any  ofber 
department  of  its  kind  in  the  country.  Fie  is 
also  one  of  the  best  informed  men  on  bituminous 
coal  fields  throughout  the  United  States,  having 
made  that  study  a  specialty.  The  demands  made 
on  Mr.  Malone’s  time  by  more  important  mat¬ 
ters  made  this  appointment  necessary,  in  order 
that  he  be  relieved  of  the  detail  work.  Mr.  Haas 
extensive  technical  knowledge  will  be  of  much 
assistance  in  his  new  work. 


[October  27 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  October  27. — (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — No  one  has  any 
complaint  to  make  on  the  score  of  prices. 
The  circular  quotation  of  two  dollars 
for  domestic  lump  is  being  universally 
maintained,  and  the  dealer,  rather  than 
the  operator,  is  paying  the  telephone 
bills.  In  many  instances  a  slight  ad¬ 
vance  is  offered  for  prompt  shipment 
of  orders  already  booked,  and  some  new 
business  is  commanding  slight  premi¬ 
ums,  owing  to  the  urgency  of  the  cus¬ 
tomer’s  needs.  The  conditions  which 
commanded  fancy  prices  last  fall,  when 
Chicago  jobbers  descended  on  the  local 
market  in  force  and  outbid  each  other, 
have  not  been  realized  so  far,  but  it  is 
expected  that  the  first  healthy  blizzard 
that  strikes  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Michi¬ 
gan  will  precipitate  a  scramble  of  this 
nature. 

Steam  coals,  while  lacking  the 
strength  of  the  domestic  trade,  are  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  healthy  demand,  some  sales 
of  run-of-mine  during  the  past  week 
being  reported  at  $1.45.  The  yearly 
contract  price  is  $1.10.  The  advance  of 
forty-five  cents  anounced  on  dock  rates 
and  applying  to  all  grades  and  sizes  will 
have  the  effect  of  attracting  a  greater 
quantity  of  free  coal  to  the  northwest 
and  help  to  sustain  any  local  weakness 
that  might  develop  in  the  market  by 
reason  of  continued  warm  weather  or 
other  cause. 

Operators  having  large  contracts  to 
complete  now  face  the  certainty  of  a 
shortage.  One  of  the  big  lake  shippers 
is  behind  one  hundred  thousand  tons, 
and  it  is  impossible  for  it,  or  others  in 
a  similar  condition,  to  figure  out  any 
means  for  catching  up.  There  is  a  feel¬ 
ing  that  the  coal  trade  is  not  being 
given  as  much  attention  from  the  rail¬ 
roads  as  the  necessities  of  the  case  de¬ 
mand,  in  the  matter  of  car  supply,  as 
compared  with  ore  and  other  kinds  of 
freight.  In  the  event  of  a  long  and  se¬ 
vere  winter,  it  is  claimed,  more  distress¬ 
ing  results  would  follow  lack  of  fuel 
in  localities  having  no  local  source  of 
meeting  its  needs  than  is  generally  ap¬ 
preciated.  A  heavy  all-rail  movement 
throughout  the  winter  is  anticipated  by 
the  transportation  lines  of  the  central 
west,  and  extra  preparations  are  being 
made  for  taking  care  of  it. 

The  present  state  of  the  car  shortage 
is  placed  at  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent 
of  demand  for  Ohio  lines  and  ten  to 
fifteen  per  cent  for  West  Virginia. 
Companies  having  a  number  of  mines 
give  the  preference  to  those  which  are 
most  advantageously  located,  and  as  a 
result  miners  at  some  points  are  re¬ 
duced  to  as  low  as  a  day  a  week,  which 
has  a  tendency  to  produce  rather  bad 
conditions  from  the  labor  standpoint. 
Car  service  agents  promise  no  relief 
etaoin  etaoi  etao  ietao  ietaoi  etaoinet 
from  the  prevailing  famine,  and  it  is 
the  general  opinion  of  coal  men  that  it 
will  grow  worse  instead  of  better. 
Hocking  valley  operators  find  some 
measure  of  comfort  in  the  fact  that 
they  are  being  taken  care  of  as  well  as 
any  other  coal  mining  territory  in  the 
country,  and  perhaps  better  than  the 
average. 

The  point  is  made  by  those  who  ven¬ 
ture  on  predictions  that  the  motive 
power  of  the  railroads  will  be  found 
in  bad  condition  when  the  strain  of  bad 
weather  sets  in,  as  the  heavy  freight 
movement  all  summer  and  fall  has  not 
given  the  usual  opportunity  for  over¬ 
hauling  and  repair.  The  enforcement 
of  the  interstate  commerce  law  regard¬ 
ing  the  equipment  of  freight  cars  with 
air  has  utilized  a  large  share  of  the 


repair  shop  energies  which  would  have 
ordinarily  gone  to  regular  work  in  put¬ 
ting  rolling  stock  in  shape. 

Coal  men  generally  would  like  to  see 
a  little  early  winter  weather  for  the 
sake  of  the  retail  dealer,  who  is  con¬ 
ceded  to  have  had  a  rather  hard  time 
of  it  so  far.  He  has  been  forced  to 
bear  the  brunt  of  public  sentiment 
against  the  increase  in  prices,  a  circum¬ 
stance  over  which  he  has  had  no  control, 
as  he  is  forced  to  adjust  his  business 
according  to  what  he  has  to  pay  for  his 
supply  at  the  mines. 

The  statement  is  made,  in  self-de¬ 
fense,  by  a  prominent  retail  concern, 
that  at  $.3.50  per  ton,  the  present 
selling  price  to  the  consumer  in  this 
market,  the  seventy-five  cents  which  is 
left  after  the  cost  of  the  coal,  the  freight 
and  hauling  charges  are  deducted  is 
barely  sufficient  to  leave  a  living  profit, 
as  this  margin  has  to  cover  office  ex¬ 
penses  and  depreciation.  One  form  of 
retaliation  by  the  consumer  has  been  his 
refusal  to  buy  coal  until  he  actually 
needs  it,  which  fact  has  operated  against 
the  usual  laying  in  winter  stocks. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  ranks  of 
Columbus  coal  trade  officials  is  W.  H. 
Gardner,  who  has  assumed  the  duties 
of  secretary  of  the  Middle  States  Co., 
to  succeed  F.  G.  Hatton,  the  latter  leav-' 
mg  on  the  twenty-fifth  instant  to  take 
a  railroad  position  in  the  south.  Mr. 
Gardner  is  a  Columbus  young  man,  and 
although  comparatively  new  to  the  coal 
business, ,  bears  evidence  of  possessing 
the  qualities  that  will  enable  him  to 
make  good  in  this  important  place. 

Among  other  difficulties  under  which 
retail  coal  dealers  are  suffering  this  sea¬ 
son  in  this  territory  is  a  shortage  of 
hauling  facilities.  Those  who  depend 
upon  hiring  transient  teams  during  the 
busy  season  report  that  there  has  never 
been  a  time  when  they  were  so  hard  to 
procure,  and  the  coal  man  is  now  a  con¬ 
spicuous  figure  at  horse  sales. 

The  mine  of  the  Peerless  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  near  Jackson,  Ohio,  was  sold  at 
the  door  of  the  court  house  in  that  city 
on  Saturday  last  for  three  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  to  Barton  Griffith,  attorney  for  the 
Columbus  Savings  &  Trust  Co.,  the 
principal  creditor.  The  small  figure 
realized  for  the  property,  which  was  ap¬ 
praised  at  nine  thousand  dollars,  is  con¬ 
ceded  by  coal  authorities  to  be  much 
below  its  actual  value.  The  mine  is  a 
good  No.  1  Jackson  proposition,  and  if 
wrecked  would  bring  more  than  the 
purchase  price  for  the  machinery.  The 
Sackett  Mine  Supply  Co.,  of  this  city, 
had  a  lien  on  the  latter  for  $2,400,  and 
the  balance  realized  from  the  sale  will 
not  much  more  than  pay  court  costs. 
John  Henderson,  vice-president  of  the 
Washington  Fuel  Co.,  of  Columbus,  was 
receiver  for  the  property,  the  company 
being  composed  of  A.  L.  Evans,  of  this 
city,  and  H.  B.  Evans,  of  St.  Charles, 
Mo.  It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Griffith 
will  organize  a  new  company  for  oper¬ 
ating  the  mine. 

A  delegation  of  prominent  thin-vein 
operators,  consisting  of  Smith  Comly,  of 
the  National  Fuel  Co.,  Columbus,  W.  L. 
Timmons,  of  the  Zanesville  Coal  Co., 
Zanesville,  and  W.  A.  Gosline,  of  W.  A. 
Gosline  &  Son,  Toledo,  made  a  call  upon 
Pennsylvania  railway  officials  at  this 
point  last  week  regarding  the  demor¬ 
alized  condition  of  car  service  on  the 
C.  &  M.  V.  Local  labor  troubles  at  the 
Rend  Crooksville  mine  has  operated  to 
the  advantage  of  other  thin-vein  com¬ 
panies  in  this  territory  during  the  past 
week,  so  that  the  mines  have  been  able 
to  run  almost  full  time. 


GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

S.  E.  Gauther,  of  the  W.  J.  Scully 
Co.,  Detroit,  was  in  Columbus  on  Mon¬ 
day. 

L.  F.  Young,  of  the  People’s  Coal  Co., 
Springfield,  Ohio,  was  in  town  last 
week. 

R.  I.  Teegardin,  of  the  Mohr-Minton 
Coal  Co.,  was  in  Detroit  Monday  and 
Tuesday. 

J.  V.  Mayhew,  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Western  Fuel  Co.,  Toledo,  was  call¬ 
ing  upon  the  trade  here  on  Tuesday. 

I.  W.  Webb,  vice-president  of  the  Geo. 
W.  Jones  Co.,  of  Toledo,  was  a  caller 
at  Sunday  Creek  headquarters  on 
Wednesday. 

Paul  Hardy,  superintendent  of  the 
United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  Holden, 
W.  Va.,  was  married  on  Tuesday  even¬ 
ing  to  Miss  Anna  Huff  at  the  home  of 
the  latter’s  parents  in  this  city. 

A  number  of  Hocking  valley  officials 
were  in  Cincinnati  during  the  past  week 
as  witnesses  in  the  case  of  John  P. 
Jones,  of  Chicago,  against  the  Luhrig 
Coal  Co.  for  breach  of  contract. 

L.  H.  Accard,  of  Chicago,  general 
agent  of  the  Grand  Rapids  &  Indiana 
railway,  was  in  the  city  this  week  doing 
missionary  work  in  the  interests  of  a 
new  ferry  route  to  the  northwest  con¬ 
necting  with  his  lines. 

J.  W.  Blower,  general  manager  of  the 
Hisylvania  Coal  Go.,  has  been  appointed 
by  the  court  as  receiver  of  the  Sedalia 
Coal  Co.,  at  Glouster,  Ohio.  W.  J. 
Hamilton,  of  the  Hamilton  Coal  Co., 
who  had  been  previously  named  for  the 
position,  was  not  confirmed,  on  the 
ground  that  certain  business  relations 
existed  between  his  company  and  the 
concern  now  in  litigation. 

C.  B.  Jenkins,  of  Marion,  member  of 
the  executive  board  of  the  Ohi'o  Whole¬ 
sale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
has  tendered  his  resignation  on  account 
of  engaging  in  other  business.  As  one 
of  the  most  active  and  efficient  men  of 
the  board,  his  services  will  be  greatly 
missed.  The  officials  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  met  at  the  office  of  Secretary  Cate, 
on  Friday,  to  consider  among  other 
matters,  a  successor  to  Mr.  Jenkins. 


A.  B.  Willson  Jas.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Binns 

De  Capitol  Coal 
Coke  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas,  Youghiogheny.  Thacker, 
Hocking,  Capitol  Splint  and  West¬ 
moreland  Gas  Coal,  Foundry,  Furnace 
and  Domestic  Coke 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


BURT  R.  WYETH,  President 

A.  ERNEST  WASHBURN,  GenT  Manager 


Kanawha  and  Ohio 
Fuel  Co. 

Miners  and  Shippers  of 

COAL  ©end  COKE 

Kanawha  Split  and  Gas, 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 

Jackson,  Hocking  snd  PIttsbsrg  No,  8 
Fornace,  Foundry  and 
Crushed  Coke 


405,  406  Hayden  Bldg. 
Columbus.  Ohio 


Mine  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Tress. 

Detroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  G.  Merideth.  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— "Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Octolier  27. 

The  general  situation  in  the  Pitts- 
urg  district  in  the  coal  and  coke  indus- 
ry  shows  but  little  change  since  our 
;tter  of  last  week.  Cars  are  short  and 
ibor  is  scarce.  This  is  an  old  story  and 
as  been  repeated  very  frequently  but 
;  still  exerts  a  great  influence  upon 
le  general  situation  existing  today, 
'rominent  operators  have  advertised  in 
ain  for  laborers;  and  the  railroads 
ave  investigated  the  car  shortage  and 
ave  gone  so  far  as  to  place  special  men 
1  the  field  to  look  after  cars  which 
lay  have  been  side-tracked  or  lost  in 
rder  to  keep  tab  upon  them  and  thus 
lable  them  to  provide  a  sufficient  sup- 
ly  to  the  coal  and  coke  trade. 

In  this  connection  an  interesting  piece 
f  news  was  made  public  in  Pittsburg 
lis  week  regarding  the  Frick  Coke  Co., 
iz. :  The  Frick  Co.  for  the  first  time 
i  many  months  has  announced  that  they 
-e  in  the  market  for  the  purchase  of 
Dth  furnace  and  foundry  coke  in  un- 
nited  quantities.  This  is  a  strong  and 
irtinent  commentary  upon  the  general 
tuation  of  the  coke  and  also  of  the 
)al  trade,  not  only  in  this  vicinaty  but 
.  the  country  at  large. 

Regarding  the  river  coal  interests,  in 
issing  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
;ver  in  the  history  of  the  coal  indus- 
y  in  its  connection  with  river  ship- 
entsy  has-  there  been  such  interest  dis- 
ayed  as  exists  at  the  present  time 
nong  the  shippers,  not  only  of  coal 
id  coke,  but  of  various  kinds  of  heavy 
erchandise  from  Pittsburg  to  south- 
n  ports.  During  the  past  week  the 
hio  River  Improvement  Association 
;ld  a  meeting  at  Portsmouth,  Ohio, 
hich  was  largely  attended  by  river 
al  shippers.  A  meeting  was  also  held 
New  Brighton,  Pa.,  of  the  Lake  Erie 
lip  Canal  Co.,  at  which  meeting  a 
rge  number  of  promiscuous  shippers 
om  Pittsburg  were  present.  At  this 
tter  meeting  special  representatives 
:re  present  also  of  the  Chamber  of 
immerce  and  of  the  Merchants  and 
anufacturers’  Association.  At  both  of 
ese  meetings  the  slogan  was  “river 
ipments”  as  the  only  relief  for  the 
ngested  state  of  affairs  existing  with 
e  railroad  companies  today. 

There  are  no  strikes  in  the  Pittsburg 
strict  at  the  present  time;  District  No. 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
nerica  have  been  holding  meetings  at 
rious  points  in  the  district  and  have 
en  endeavoring  to  make  much  capital 
it  of  the  present  existing  state  of 
'airs  between  the  miners  and  the  Pitts- 
rg  Plate  Glass  Co.  As  the  matter 
mds  at  the  present  time,  the  oper- 
irs,  through  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass 
).,  have  achieved  a  victory  although 
:re  was  not  at  any  time  very  much  at 
ike  in  the  whole  difficulty. 

The  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  on 
:  Pennsylvania  railroad  and  the  Penn- 
Ivania  lines  show  an  increase  over 
i  shipments  of  last  week. 

There  are  no  changes  to  report  of  any 
nsequence  in  the  prices  of  both  coal 
d  coke  in  the  district  since  our  letter 
last  week.  The  demand  still  is  much 
eater  than  the  supply,  and  _  if  both 
al  and  coke  could  be  furnished  in 
antities  that  are  required  the  market 
ices  of  today  would  be  considerably 
?her  than  they  were  one  week  ago. 
le  principal  operators  in  both  coal  and 
ke  are  exceedingly  reticent  in  quoting 
ices,  stating  that  as  they  are  already 
ersold  it  is  almost  an  impossibility 
:  them  to  make  prices  when  the -supply  T' 
s  fallen  considerably  below  tlie..m5r-  ; 
t  demand. 

A  conservative  "price  ;-for  run-of-mine- 
il  is  $1.35  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 


This  is  a  shade  higher  than  the  ruling 
price  of  last  week.  Three-fourths  inch 
is  quoted  at  $1.45@1.55  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  lump  coal  is  strong  at  $1.60@ 
1.70  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack 
is  listed  at  95c@$1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

On  all  grades  the  price  is  slightly 
higher  than  a  week  ago  and  the  de¬ 
mand  is  considerably  stronger. 

Commenting  upon  the  general  situ¬ 
ation  of  the  coal  market  and  its  prices, 
a  report  given  us  bv  a  nrominent  coal 
operator  is  pertinent  at  this  time,  viz.  : 
“It  is  almost  an  impossibility  to  quote 
‘safe  and  sane’  prices  because  of  the 
general  situation.  When  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  to  supply  the  demand  with  and  you 
are  largely  oversold  with  your  product 
how  is  it  possible  to  give  out  a  market 
quotation  which  would  be  of  benefit  and 
value  to  the  general  public?” 

The  coke  market  remains  in  the  same 
state  in  which  it  was  one  week  ago.  To 
paraphrase  upon  an  old  quotation, 
“Strike  a  coal  operator  and  you  find  a 
coke  producer.”  In  other  words,  the 
coke  market  closely  follows  the  coal 
situation.  The  coke  producer  today  in 
the  Pittsburg  district  is  a  very  inde¬ 
pendent  person.  If  he  or  his  company 
controls  a  considerable  output  they  are 
so  exceedingly  independent  that  if  you 
ask  him  for  a  price  upon  his  commod¬ 
ity  he  will  reply:  “I  have  nothing  to 
sell.”  Consequently,  the  prices  ruling 
at  the  present  time  in  the  coke  industry 
are  notronly  strong  and  stiff,  but  higher 
than  they  would  be  if  there  was  more 
production. 

Furnace  coke  is  selling  at  $3.30@3.45 
per  ton  f.  o;  b.  the  ovens.  Last  week 
we  reported  that  a  number  of  contracts 
were  being'  made  for  furnace  grade  for 
next  year’s  delivery  at  $3.25.  We  are 
advised  that  contracts  for  next  year’s 
delivery  of  the  same  grade  are  now 
being  booked  at  $3.30. 

Foundry  grade  of  coke  is  now  selling 
for  $3.90  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  for 
present  delivery.  For  future  or  next 
year’s  contracts  it  is  an  impossibility 
to  place  orders  and  necessarily  prices  for 
future  delivery  on  this  grade  cannot  be 
quoted. 

Regarding  the  coal  and  coke  situa¬ 
tion  in  reference  to  the  retail  trade 
there  is  nothing  new  to  report. - 

The  general  situation  in  the  coal  and 
coke  industry  in  the  Pitsburg  district 
today  is  a  continuance  of  what  it  has 
been  for  the  last  quarter,  viz. ;  One  of 
unusual  activity  and  we  presume  of 
satisfactory  profit.  As  regards  the  fu- 
‘  ture  it  is  hard  to  prophesy.  In  this  con¬ 
nection  it  is  pertinent  to  note  that  the 
United  States  Steel  Co.  have  planned 
improvements  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
iy  of  Pittsburg  which  will  amount  to 
over  ten  million  dollars.  These  improve¬ 
ments  and  others  which  have  been  made 
public  will  necessitate  a  very  heavy  in¬ 
crease  in  the  demand  for  bqth  coal  and 
coke  in  Pittsburg  proper  during  the 
next  year;  in  addition  to  these,  there 
will  be  a  large  number  of  improvements 
added  to  the  heavy  manufacturing  con¬ 
cerns  near  the  city  who  will  also  draw 
heavily  upon  the  coal  and  coke  trade. 
The  only  note  of  ' alarm  that  has  .  been 
sounded  recently  in  this  section  is,  th&t 
there  are  a  very  large  number  of  inde¬ 
pendent  and  new  concerns  entering  into 
the  coal  and  coke  industry,  and  also 
quite  a  number  of  large  manufacturing 
p-lants  who,  hitherto,  have  purchased 
'both  coal  and  coke  in  the  open  market, 
that  are  contemplating  the  opening  of 
■■mines  and  the  building  of  ovens  for 
:their  own  private  use,  stating  that  this 
is  the  only  way  whereby  they  can  assure 
^liernselves  of  a'~surft~'aiTd  ~steady7:supply_~~ 
of  fuel. 


GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

Wiiliam  Sarver  Jr.,  widely  known  as 
a  pioneer  coal  operator,  died  during  the 
week  at  his  residence  in  Braddock,  Pa., 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

Geo.  W.  Theiss,  vice-president  of  the 
Monongalicla  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  left  last  night  for  New  Orleans  to 
inspect  the  dock  facilities  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  that  port. 

Coal  and  coke  shipments  on  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  last  week  amounted  to 
1,023,850  tons — 072,320  tons  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal,  255,470  tons  of  coke  and  90,- 
054  tons  of  anthracite  coal. 

Mr.  Sarver  was  one  of  the  early  op¬ 
erators  who  shipped  coal  to  the  south 
by  river;  he  was  connected  at  different 
times  with  the  Fawcetts,  Wallins  and 
Coreys,  all  of  them  pioneers  in  river 
shipment  of  coal. 

President  Francis  Feehan,  of  District 
No.  5,  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  is  out  in  the  public  press  with  an 
announcement  stating  that  all  riegotia- 
tions  for  a  settlement  of  the  strikes  at 
Charleroi  and  Creighton  against  the 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.  were  off  for 
the  present. 

Charles  Donnelly,  one  of_  the  most 
prominpt  _  coal  operators  in"  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  has  been  seriously  ill  for 
a  number  of  days;  the  latest  reports 
concerning  his  condition  are  that  he  has 
passed  the  critical  stage,  and  his  phy¬ 
sicians  say  that  the  strong  probabilities 
are  that  he  will  recover. 

This  is  a  virtual  acknowledgment  that 
the  miners’  organization  are  licked.  For 
many  weeks  they  have  tried,  by  all  kinds 
of  means,  to  stop  the  Pittsburg  Plate 
Glass  Co.  from  operating  their  mines; 
they  have  also  endeavored  to  prevent 
any  coal  companies  -endeavoring  to  fur¬ 
nish  coal  to  the  glass  company  from  de¬ 
livering  the  same. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Coal  Co.  has 
secured  the  J.  W.  Shidder  farm  of 
140  acres,  near  Zollarsville,  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  and  they  expect  to  open  up 
another  mammoth  shaft  at  once.  The 
company  has  also  let  a  contract  for  the 
erection  of  fifty  double  houses  on  the 
Fulton  farm,  where  shaft  No.  2  is  al¬ 
ready  down  about  one  hundred  feet. 

Quick  advantage  was  taken  during  the 
week  of  a  slight  rise  in  the  rivers  and 
a  large  amount  of  coal  and  merchandise 
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was  sent  down  the  Ohio.  But  little  hope 
is  held  out  that  the  stage  of  water  will 
permit  of  further  shipments  of  coal. 
This  is  a  great  disappointment  to  the 
river  coal  men,  as  they  have  on  hand  at 
the  present  time  a  very  heavy  supply, 
and  were  counting  on  sending  out  on  the 
present  rise  at  least  fifteen  million  bush¬ 
els  of  coal.  But  a  very  small  part  of 
this,  however,  went  out. 

Pittsburg  river  coal  operators  have 
between  twenty  and  twenty-five  million 
bushels  of  coal  waiting  shipment  to  the 
markets  of  the  south,  the  largest  amount 
of  coal  held  here,  for  want  of  sufficient 
water  to  river  it,  in  many  years.  It  is 
estimated  that  there  are  nearly  two 
thousand  coal  boats,  barges  and  flats 
loaded  with  black  diamonds,  which  will 
find  ready  market  in  the  south,  for  Cin- 
cinati’s  supply  is  practically  exhausted, 
except  what  is  held  in  the  elevators. 
New  Orleans,  so  it  is  reported,  also  is 
in  pressing  need  of  fuel.  River  men 
.py  the  outlook  for  the  coming  winter 
is  better  tlian  it  has  been  for  years. 

With  prophesies  that  the  Ohio  river 
and  Lake  Erie  ship  canal  would  not 
only  be  built,  but  would  be  completed 
before  the  Panama  canal^  the  passage 
by  congress  of  the  ship  canal  charter 
bill  was  celebrated  at  a  monster  ban¬ 
quet  given  at  New  Brighton  this  week. 
Eully  six  hundred  persons  were  present 
at  the  gathering,  many  of  them  being 
prominent  coal  men  of  the  Pittsburg 
district.  Speeches  were  made  by  promi- 
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neiit  men  of  this  section,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  sentiment  prevailed,  and  was  set 
forth  by  various  speakers,  that  the  Lake 
Erie  ship  canal  would  be  completed  and 
in  active  operation  long  before  the  Pan¬ 
ama  canal  would  be  finished.  The  coal 
shippers  of  the  Pittsburg  district  arc 
vitally  interested  at  present  in  these  two 
projects,  viz..-  The  improvement  of  the 
Ohio  river  and  the  building  of  the  Lake 
Eric  ship  canal. 

The  Hank  of  Pittsburg,  X.  A,,  has 
filed  a  petition  asking  permission  of 
court  to  bring  foreclosure  proceedings 
on  a  mortgage  against  certain  coal  lands 
of  the  Amyville-Youghiogheny  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  now  in  the  hands  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver.  The  bank  claims  that  it  has  a 
mortgage  for  $18,500  on  coal  lands  of 
the  defendant  company  for  money 
loaned  in  May,  1904.  The  lands  in 
question  are  located  at  Rideeville.  The 
receiver  in  charge  of  the  coal  com- 
liany,  it  is  stated,  is  now  mining  coal 


on  the  land  covered  by  the  mortgage, 
and  by  so  doing  imperils  the  security 
given  for  the  loan  secured  by  the  bank. 
The  court  has  granted  the  petition  asked 
for. 

Inspectors  were  sent  out  along  the 
line  and  every  car  weighed,  with  the 
result  that  in  a  number  of  cases  the 
shortage  was  proved.  I'ollowing  the 
result  of  the  investigation,  first  by  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission  and 
later  by  Mr.  Cassatt,  it  is  understood  an 
order  has  been  sent  out  all  over  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  prohibiting  graft  in 
any  shape  or  form  and  causing  many 
neat  little  schemes  which  were  making 
money  for  their  backers  to  fall  through. 
In  this  connection  it  is  pertinent  to  note 
than  not  only  regarding  the  coal  and 
coke  industry  but  in  many  other  lines, 
employes  of  the  various  trunk  lines  have 
been  using  their  official  positions  to  ob¬ 
tain  business  for  various  business  enter¬ 
prises  in  which  they  were  interested. 


all  at  the  expense  of  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  for  which  they  worked. 

The  company  has  been  operating  both 
of  their  mines,  with  a  limited  supply  of 
men,  and  have  been  forced  to  purchase 
supplies  on  the  outside  in  order  to  keep 
their  plants  running.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact  that  the  miners  formerly  employed 
by  the  glass  company  have  made  such 
serious  threats  against  anybody  who 
may  dare  venture  into  the  mines  that  it 
has  deterred  many  men  who  wish  to 
work  from  even  making  the  attempt. 
Injunctions  of  the  court  are  all  right 
and  are  necessary,  but  they  do  not  as¬ 
sure  coal  miners  the  safeguard  neces¬ 
sary  to  go  to  work  at  a  mine  where 
there  are  a  horde  of  striking  savages, 
waiting  to  jump  on  them  at  the  first  op¬ 
portunity  offered. 

Following  the  exposure  of  graft 
among  the  employes  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  in  which  a  number  were  shown 
to  have  accepted  stock  in  mines  and 


other  rewards  for  providing  cars  for 
coal  companies,  there  has  come  to  light 
a  system  of  shortage  which  has  sur¬ 
prised  even  the  company  officials  and 
has  caused  no  little  disturbance  all  along 
the  Pittsburg  division.  It  has  been 
common  talk  for  a  long  time  that  brib¬ 
ery  was  necessary  for  a  shipper  to  get 
cars,  but  the  extent  of  it  was  unknown 
until  the  recent  investigation  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission. 
Shortly  after  the  exposure  of  the  coal 
stock  deals  and  the  means  employed  by 
certain  concerns  to  get  cars,  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
that  there  was  a  shortage  in  the  coal 
bought  by  it  from  some  of  the  mines 
which  had  contributed  to  certain  of  the 
employes.  An  investigation  was  be^ii 
and  it  was  found  that  for  a  long  time 
the  mines  which  had  contributed  most 
liberally  to  the  officials  of  the  company 
had  been  cutting  down  weight  in  coal 
furnished  to  the  Pennsylvania  railroad. 
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Gerveral  Review 

The  chief  aspects  of  the  market  this  week  are  strength  and  stability. 
Coal  is  to  industrial  activity  what  life  is  to  the  body.  It  is  the  food  of 
commerce  turning  the  wheels  of  progress.  Every  industry  is  almost 
directly  dependent  upon  coal  or  some  of  its  products.  A  country’s  position 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  depends  very  largely  upon  the  richness  of  its 
coal  mines.  Financiers  who  contemplate  making  investments  m  unimproved 
territory  practically  always  investigate  the  value  of  the  coal  deposits.  It  is  a 
gratifying  fact  that  America  is  so  rich  in  its  mines  of  “Black  Diamonds. 
This  is  one  reason  why  America  is  pre-eminent,  why  there  is  such  a  demand 
for  originality,  and  why  we  as  a  people  are  so  discontented  With  present 
utilities  and  yearn  for  a  condition  of  higher  culture  and  commercial  suprem¬ 
acy  which  requires  the  transmission  of  intellectual  energy  into  motive  power 
This  motive  power  is  almost  totally  dependent  upon  coal  and  the  demand 
is  constantly  increasing.  There  is  no  good  reason  to  believe  at  the  present 
time  that  this  demand  will  be  abated.  If  there  should  happen  to  be  a  slump 
in  commercial  activity  with  all  the  facilities  for  increased  coal  production, 
it  would  not  be  pleasant  to  perceive  what  would  become  of  the  coal  man. 
Building  construction  statistics  show  that  the  increasing  amount  of  modern 
furnace  equipment  which  is  being  installed  in  power  houses  and  office  build¬ 
ings  is  adapted  to  the  smaller  sizes  of  coal.  This  probably  is  one  reason  for 
the  shortage  in  steam  sizes  and  it  is  already  having  its  effect  upon  the  mar¬ 
ket.  The  demand  for  all  classes  of  coal  this  week  is  very  brisk  and  opera¬ 
tors  are  not  encouraging  new  business.  Domestic  sizes  are  becoming  short 
and  it  is  predicted  by  many  critics  that  if  we  should  have  a  spell  of  severe 
winter  weather  the  demand  would  almost  be  accentuated  to  the  degree  of  a 
coal  famine. 

Transportation  Facilities  Not  Improved. 

The  car  stringency  has  assumed  such  extensive  proportions  during  the 
last  few  weeks  that  we  hear  from  almost  every  section  of  the  country  a  re¬ 
newed  interest  in  water  transportation.  There  was  a  time  when  almost 
every  mountain  stream  was  utilized  in  furnishing  motive  power,  and  navig¬ 
able  rivers  were  the  chief  arteries  of  commerce.  With  the  unprecedented 
development  of  the  railroad  almost  all  of  the  boat  traffic  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  common  carriers.  At  this  time  when  the  railroads  have  not 
kept  up  with  the  progress  of  the  country  and  freight  is  standing  ready  al¬ 
most  everywhere  begging  for  transportation,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  we 
.  hear  of  conferences  of  many  shippers  in  various  parts  of  the  country  who 
are  interested  in  the  waterways.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  something  did 
not  materialize  earlier  in  the  season. 

Anthracite  Market  Very  Active. 

From  every  section  of  the  country  sales  agents  of  the  anthracite  fields 
are  giving  most  of  their  time  to  the  spreading  out  of  coal  on  back  orders  m 
such  a  way  as  to  keep  their  customers  good  natured.  The  shortness  of  coal 
is  caused  by  lack  of  cars  to  move  it  promptly.  No  doubt  most  dealers  are 
ordering  far  in  excess  of  the  demand  of  consumers,  but  if  this  is  true  there 
are  so  many  orders  on  file  that  sales  agents  would  not  be  able  to  catch  up 
with  the  demand  even  though  warm  weather  continued  for  some  time.  The 
supply  is  greatly  mitigated  by  the  lack  of  vessels  carrying  coal  to  the  storage 
docks.  This  indicates  that  the  all  rail  trade  during  the  winter  will  continue 

very  active. 

Western  Market  Very  Firm. 

Western  coals  have  received  an  appreciable  increased  demand  during  the 
past  week.  In  many  cases  prices  in  the  western  market  on  some  grades  of 
eastern  bituminous  coals  have  increased.  Mine  run  from  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois  is  more  firm  than  it  has  been  in  several  weeks.  The  demand  for  do¬ 
mestic  sizes  is  constantly  increasing  and  the  market  for  screenings  is  much 
better  than  it  has  been  during  the  past  month.  The  classes  of  coal  which 
have  been  most  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  western  market  are  West  Virginia 
splint  Youghiogheny,  Fairmont  and  Hocking.  This  is  principally  due  to  the 
excessive  car  shortage.  The  market  throughout  the  northwest  is  character¬ 
ized  by  firmness.  Grain  movement  is  taxing  transportation  and  the  farmers 
in  many  cases  are  not  threshing  their  grain,  preferring  to  leave  it  m  stacks 
until  it  can  be  transported  promptly.  When  this  gram  movement  takes  place 
the  car  shortage  condition  will  be  accentuated.  Lake  Superior  dock  com¬ 
panies  have  advanced  the  prices  on  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  coals  on  account 
of  their  scarcity.  Dealers  along  the  Chicago  &  North-Western,  Chicago  &  Great 


of  tKe  Markets. 

Western  and  the  Chicago,  Mi.waukce  &  St.  Paul,  are  experiencing  gieal  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  .securing  prompt  shipments  of  coal  and  the  product  is  being  sold  at 
a  premium  of  twenty-hve  cents,  along  these  lines.  Much  interest  is  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  recent  ruling  of  Armour’s  plant  at  Kansas  City  in  its  plan  to 
adopt  the  use  of  oil  as  fuel,  d  he  market  for  steam  coal  in  the  Kansas  Cit> 
district  is  very  strong. 

Eastern  Coal  Market  Is  Firm. 

Retail  business  in  the  east  is  c’naractcrized  by  great  activity.  Much  difti- 
culty  is  experienced  in  almost  every  section  of  New  England  and  the  eastern 
states  ill  securing  prompt  delivery  of  rush  orders.  I  his  condition  is  be¬ 
coming  more  aggravating  as  the  season  advances.  The  restriction  of  ship¬ 
ments  along  tide  water  ports  last  week  has  greatly  lessened  the  supply  of 
coal  along  the  coast.  The  all  rail  demand  throughout  the  east  is  assuming 
greater  proportions  and  no  doubt  will  constantly  increase.  1  ransportation  in 
New  York  harbor  this  week  has  been  very  bad  owing  to  the  fact  that  vessels 
have  been  unable  to  make  their  usual  trips  on  account  of  the  bad  weather. 
The  bituminous  coal  trade  is  slightly  improved  around  New  York  and  in 
New  England.  The  Long  Island  sound  trade  continues  active,,  but  keenly 
felt  the  effect  of  the  small  amount  of  coal  supplied  by  the  vessels  during 
the  period  of  excessive  storms.  The  market  is  reported  steady  from  the 
Baltimore  district.  The  demand  for  anthracite  is  slighth'  improving,  and 
the  demand  for  the  smaller  sizes  of  bituminous  is  also  on  the  upward  trend. 
Wheeling  district  reports  a  very  strong  demand  for  both  coal  and  coke. 
The  condition  of  the  car  shortage  has  not  changed  particularly  during  the 
past  week.  Holding  cars  at  tide  water  is  claimed  to  be  one  of  the  chief 
causes  which  affect  the  supply.  1  he  demand  in  the  Pittsburg  district  i» 
greater  than  the  supply  for  both  coal  and  coke.  Retail  trade  is  very  active 
and  new  prices  went  into  effect  on  November  first.  I  he  crj’  from  Buffalo  is 
“Hurry  up  my  coal.”  The  retail  market  is  very  active  and  dealers  have  been 
unable  to  promptly  take  care  of  urgent  demands. 

Mine  Production  Below  Normal. 

The  excessive  car  shortage  has  reduced  the  mine  production  all  the 
way  from  ten  to  sixty  per  cent.  In  the  Ohio  district  the  mines  are  operating 
only  about  three  or  four  days  a  week.  In  West  Virginia  the  conditions  are 
better  and  operations  average  from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent.  Eastern  Penn¬ 
sylvania  mines  are  producing  about  thirty-tive  per  cent  of  the  normal  output. 
This  condition  also  applies  to  the  Springfield  and  Indiana  coals.  In  the 
Ohio  field,  however,  conditions  are  worse  and  there  is  not  sufficient  cars 
to  keep  the  miners  busy  more  than  two  or  three  days  a  week.  Ihese  condi 
tions  cause  an  increase  in  the  price  of  coal  but  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
operators  are  not  necessarily  the  gainers  because  the  fixed  cost  of  producing 
is  about  the  same  for  the  operator  whether  he  is ‘running  full  time  or  two 
or  three  days  a  week.  Phe  year  s  output  ni  the  I  ennessee  district  it  is 
claimed  will  exceed  all  previous  records.  Prices  are  advancing  and  labor 
conditions  are  satisfactory.  The  phenomenally  low  percentage  of  explosions 
is  most  excellent  recommendation  for  the  efficiency  of  the  law  of  1903.  The 
mining  commission  of  West  Virginia  is  revising  the  mining  laws  with  the 
aim  of  protecting  the  life  of  the  miners.  The  increased  activity  in  the  West 
Virginia  districts  is  having  its  effect  upon  labor.  A  large  number  of  miners 
are  leaving  the  Hocking  valley  districts  to  go  to  West  Virginia  fields.  It 
is  reported  that  emissaries  from  the  southern  districts  arc  promising 
four  days’  labor  per  week  to  all  miners  who  will  come  south,  and  *n  the 
Allegheny  valley  alone  thirty-two  families  have  accepted  the  proposition. 

This  is  the  most  active  coal  season  of  the  year.  Prices  will  continue  t<> 
advance  no  doubt  until  the  close  of  navigation.  From  every  section  of  the 
country  we  hear  the  cry  of  the  coal  dealer  who  can  not  get  his  orders  filled 
promptly.  They  have  no  reason  to  expect  it.  What  woulc  you  think  of  a 
clothing  store  which  waited  to  buy  its  supply  of  overcoats  until  its  cus¬ 
tomers  came  in  after  the  first  cold  snap  and  desired  apparel  for  immediate 
service?  In  almost  every  other  retail  business  dealers  buy  early  in  the  season 
sufficient  goods  to  take  care  of  the  normal  demand.  Many  of  the  dealers  are 
already  waking  up  to  this  condition  and  they  are  getting  most  of  the  business. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  future  will  see  a  reorganization  of  this  branch  of  the 

coal  trade. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  November  3. 

Tlie  Chicago  coal  market  is  characterized  this 
week  by  a  stronger  demand  for  western  coals  and 
sliglitl}'  better  prices  for  eastern  products  in  many 
cases.  The  demand  for  mine-run  from  Indiana 
and  Illinois  is  firm  at  $1.85  and  this  size  of  coal 
is  selling  in  many  cases  at  from  $1.70@1.90. 
The  market  for  lump  coal  continues  strong  and 
is  somewhat  greater  than  last  week.  The  weakest 
point  of  the  market  of  course  is  on  screenings, 
although  it  should  be  noted  that  the  demand  is 
growing  constantly  firmer.  The  strongest  part 
of  the  market  is  on  Hocking,  Youghiogheny, 
Fairmont,  West  Virginia  splint  and  gas  coals. 
The  car  shortage  has  not  improved  in  any  dis¬ 
tricts  to  a  degree  worthy  of  comment.  In  many 
cases  operators  report  that  the  condition,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  is  worse  than  last  week.  One  prominent 
operating  company  with  six  mines  located  in  one 
of  the  eastern  coal  fields  stated  by  wire  “not  a 
mine  in  operation  yesterday,  no  cars.”  In  many 
cases  the  sales  agents  have  called  in  their  sales¬ 
men  and  they  are  refusing  to  accept  new  business 
with  any  promise  of  a  definite  time  for  delivery. 
The  new  ruling  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton  railroad 
requiring  two  dollars  as  a  reconsigning  charge 
is  greatly  affecting  many  of  the  jobbers.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  ruling  was  made  to  relieve  the 
sidings  of  the  railroad  from  a  large  amount  of 
freight  being  stored.  Others  suggest  that  it  may 
have  been  induced  by  some  of  the  large  con¬ 
tractors  who  are  anticipating  special  car  service  as 
a  result.  On  the  whole  there  seems  to  be  no  hope 
of  the  car  shortage  improving  before  the  close 
of  navigation. 

Anthracite  Market  Active 

The  brisk  demand  for  anthracite  is  taking  all 
available  coal.  The  same  cry  of  car  shortage  is 
heard  from  every  operator  in  the  anthracite  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  transportation  facilities  west  of  Chi¬ 
cago  have  somewhat  improved.  The  new  ruling 
of  the  eastern  roads  to  the  effect  that  no  more 
grain  will  be  accepted  at  Buffalo  for  transportation 
to  the  eastern  markets  is  having  a  serious  effect 
upon  the  supply  of  vessels.  Another  condition 
which  affects  the  vessel  supply  should  be  noted. 
The  ore  carrying  boats  are  way  behind  in  trans¬ 
porting  the  amount  of  ore  tonnage  offered  for 
transportation  and  they  are  refusing  to  accept 
coal  on  their  return  trips  because  when  they 
come  back  empty  they  are  able  to  save  usually 
from  five  to  eight  days.  It  is  claimed  by  some  oper¬ 
ators  that  the  amount  of  anthracite  coal  in  stor¬ 
age  at  lake  docks  is  about  twenty  per  cent  less 
than  last  year  at  this  time.  This  is  due  to  some 
extent  to  the  fact  that  boats  are  offered  a  higher 
freight  rate  to  Superior  ports,  thus  tending  to 
mitigate  business  on  lake  Michigan. 

Indiana  Coals  Firm. 

Brazil  Block  is  in  very  strong  demand.  The 
price  November  first  was  advanced  fifteen  cents. 
Car  supply  is  very  bad  and  operators  are  way 
behind  on  their  orders.  One  concern  sent  out  no¬ 
tices  last  week  to  parties  placing  orders  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  promise  any  definite  date 
of  delivery  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  assurance 
of  securing  sufficient  cars  to  transport  the  coal 
on  rush  orders.  Prices  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  are  $2.40 
for  open  cars  and  $3.50  for  box  cars;  Chicago 
prices,  $3.20  for  open  cars  and  $3.30  for  box  cars. 

Sullivan  County  Coals  this  week  are  in 
good  demand,  especially  the  domestic  sizes.  The 
car  shortage,  if  possible,  is  worse  than  last  week; 
mines  are  producing  about  one-third  of  their 
capacity.  There  is  practicallv  no  spot  coal  and 
the  prices  are  strong  at  $1.75@1.85  for  the  four- 
inch  lump,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  Chicago  price, 
$2.55@2.C5.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  at  the 


mines  has  been  bringing  this  week  $1,401^1.45; 
at  Chicago,  $2.20(a'2.25.  Mine-run  is  somewhat 
stronger  and  has  been  bringing  $1,851^1.90  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  or  $2.05(57)2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  On 
the  mines,  or  $2.65(^^3.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
new  circular  issued  November  first  advances  the 
price  as  follows:  Four-inch  rescreened  lump 
f.  o.  h.  the  mines,  $2.00 ;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump, 
$1.75. 

Clinton  County  coal  is  very  scarce.  In  fact, 
operators  are  having  difficulty  in  filling  regular 
orders.  No  spot  coal  is  on  the  market.  What 
little  coal  there  is  has  been  sold  during  the  past 
week  at  $1.80  for  the  four-inch  lump,  $1.60  for  the 
inch  and  a  quarter  lump  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Mine 
run  has  been  bringing  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Car  shortage  in  the  Clinton  district  is  very  acute 
and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  hope  of  im¬ 
mediate  relief. 

Greene  County  coals  are  in  good  demand. 
The  car  shortage  is  greatly  mitigating  the  supply 
in  this  market.  Most  of  the  coal  arriving  in  Chi¬ 
cago  is  being  consumed  on  contracts.  The  de¬ 
mand  on  all  grades  has  somewhat  advanced  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  and  it  is  expected  the  prices  will 
advance  in  the  near  future.  Prices  this  week 
are  practically  the  same  as  those  maintaining  last 
week. 

Illinois  Coal  Market  Firm. 

Wilmington  product  is  in  good  demand.  Op¬ 
erators  are  behind  on  their  orders  and  yet  the 
demand  is  constantly  increasing.  Car  shortage 
has  not  improved  and  if  anything  it  is  more  acute 
than  last  week.  The  supply  of  Wilmington  coal 
will  be  increased  in  the  near  future,  when  the 
mines  which  are  nearly  ready  for  operation  begin 
sending  coal  to  this  market.  It  is  anticipated 
that  this  will  somewhat  relieve  the  shortage  of 
this  class  of  coal.  The  price  on  Wilmington  lump 
this  week  is  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  $2.50 ;  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  $3. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  are  in¬ 
creasing  in  demand.  Car  shortage  is  little  im¬ 
proved  over  last  week,  but  is  not  at  all  satisfac¬ 
tory.  Orders  are  greatly  in  excess  of  the  ability 
of  operators  to  fill  them  promptly.  The  demand 
during  the  past  week  has  greatly  increased  on  all 
grades  of  Third  Vein  coal.  The  car  shortage  on 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  is  very  bad 
and  since  there  is  some  scarcity  of  labor  in  that 
district  it  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  get  suf¬ 
ficient  coal  to  even  fill  rush  orders.  The  prices 
were  advanced  November  first  as  follows :  Third 
Vein  chunks,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  mines  or  $3  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  Standard  Lump,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  washed  screenings,  $1.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed 
nut,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  egg,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.90  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago. 

Carterville  coal  is  standing  very  firm  this 
week.  The  car  shortage  has  not  improved  and, 
the  mines  are  operating  only  about  half  the  time. 
Operators  are  not  able  to  keep  up  with  orders 
and  therefore  are  not  accepting  any  more  busi¬ 
ness.  Some  claim  that  quotations  are  subject 
to  price  at  the  time  of  shipping.  However,  prices 
this  week  have  ranged  from  $1.75@$2.00  for  the 
six-inch  egg  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.75(g$3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  with  the  market  very  firm.  The  price 
on  the  six-inch  lump  has  been  the  same  as  for 
the  six-inch  egg.  The  market  is  also  very  firm. 
Number  1  washed  coal  has  been  selling  at  the 
mine  for  $2.25@2.50;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  $3.25(^3.50. 
No.  2  washed  coal  has  been  bringing  $1.75  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines  or  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  witli  a  very 
firm  market.  The  demand  for  No.  2  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  for  No.  1. 

Springfield  is  in  fair  demand.  Car  shortage 
is  excessive.  One  instance  which  shows  some¬ 


what  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Springfield 
district  is  the  fact  that  only  one  mine  out  of 
seven  was  running  on  a  certain  day.  The  de¬ 
mand  is  constantly  increasing  and  has  not  been 
characterized  by  fluctuations  which  has  indi¬ 
cated  the  state  of  the  market  in  the  past  few 
weeks.  In  other  words  the  market  has  been 
steady  and  constantly  increasing  in  strength. 
Mine-run  is  strong  at  $1.05(gl.l0  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  or  $1.80(^1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Nut  coal 
has  sold  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  and  the  market  is  very  firm.  The  market 
is  also  firm  on  egg  coal  and  the  price  is  main¬ 
tained  at  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Screenings  have  not  Iieen  in  great  de¬ 
mand.  The  market  has  been  weak  although 
strengthening.  The  amount  of  spot  screenings 
available  is  constantly  decreasing  and  the  price 
at  the  mines  has  ranged  from  20(a!25c;  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  95c(^l.  Quarter-inch  lump  is  strong 
at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Some  coal  has  been  sold  as  high  as  $1.45 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Six- 
inch  lump  is  bringing  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.25(@$2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  mar¬ 
ket  is  strong  on  domestic  sizes.  Some  oper¬ 
ators  in  this  district  are  experiencing  great  diffi¬ 
culty  with  the  new  puling  of  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  requiring  a  two  dollar  reconsigning  charge. 
They  are  ordering  all  possible  coal  over  other 
roads  which  will  tend  to  lessen  the  supply  of  coal 
coming  in  on  the  Chicago  &  Alton.  This  should 
have  the  effect  of  making  the  car  shortage  easier 
over  this  road.  The  chief  feature  of  the  Spring- 
field  district  is  the  active  demand  for  mine  run 
which  has  not  characterized  the  market  in  several 
weeks. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  scarce.  The  car 
shortage  is  worse  than  ever  and  the  operators 
have  not  been  able  to  get  sufficient  coal  forward 
to  fill  back  orders.  The  screening  market  is 
somewhat  improved.  Price  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  is 
65  cents;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  $1.65,  and  the  market 
is  firm.  Very  little  spot  screenings  is  available. 
Franklin  county  lump  is  bringing  all  the  way 
from  $2.00(^2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.00(@ 
3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  the  market  is  strong. 
Mine  run  is  in  good  demand  and  the  price  main¬ 
taining  at  the  mines  is  $1.15@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Du  Quoin  mines  are  operating  only  about  one- 
third  of  the  time.  One  operator  claims  that  he 
has  had  no  coal  this  week  and  that  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  is  growing  worse.  The  market  is  firm  on 
six-inch  egg,  which  has  been  bringing  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  $1.50,  or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
screening  market  is  weak,  although  there  is  very 
little  spot  coal  to  be  secured.  The  mine  price  is 
30  cents,  Chicago  quotation  $1.20.  Six-inch  lump 
is  in  strong  demand  and  is  bringing  at  Chicago 
$2.40;  the  mine  price  is  $1.50. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Very  Strong. 

Fairmont  operators  •  are  withdrawing  quota¬ 
tions  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars.  Some 
claim  they  will  not  catch  up  with  their  orders  in 
thirty  days.  They  have  only  coal  enough  to  fill 
contract  orders  and  little  business  is  being  ac¬ 
cepted.  Three-quarter  inch  lump  is  bringing  at 
the  mines  $1.50  to  $1.60,  or  at  Chicago  ^.40  to 
$3.50  with  a  very  strong  market. 

Winifrede  splint  market  is  somewhat  stronger 
than  last  week.  Operators  are  able  to  secure 
about  twenty-five  per  cent  as  many  cars  as  are 
necessary  to  transport  sufficient  coal  to  fill  urgent 
orders.  Washed  egg  has  been  bringing  this 
week  $2  at  the  mines,  or  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Lump,  $2.10  at  the  mines,  or  $4  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  market  on  both  egg  and  lump  is  very 
strong. 
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Black  Band  has  advanced  in  price  during  the 
week.  The  car  shortage  is  worse  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  The  demand  for  this  class  of  coal  is  very 
strong  and  constantly  increasing.  Very  little  new 
business  is  being  accepted  because  operators  are 
trying  to  catch  up  with  back  orders.  Lump  coal 
has  .been  bringing  at  the  mines  during  the  past 
week  $2.60,  or  at  Chicago  and  the  docks,  $4.50. 

New  River  smokeless  is  in  very  brisk  de¬ 
mand.  The  car  shortage  is  worse  than  last  week. 
One  of  the  operators  claims  that  he  has  been 
able  during  the  last  week  to  secure  only  about 
twenty  per  cent  enough  coal  to  fill  current  or¬ 
ders.  Mine  run  is  strong  at  $1.25(ft)$1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $3.30@$3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
market,  however,  on  egg  and  lump  is  very  strong 
and  very  little  coal  is  available.  The  prices  are 
$3.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $4.30  Chicago. 

Pocahontas  field  is  experiencing  a  worse  car 
shortage  this  week  than  last.  It  is  reported  by 
one  of  the  operators  that  he  is  sending  out  only 
about  twenty-five  per  cent  of  his  normal  capa¬ 
city.  The  market  is  characterized  by  a  very 
.strong  demand  for  egg  and  lump.  Quotations  f. 
o.  b.  the  mines  are  $2.25  or  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $4.30. 
The  demand  for  mine  run  has  increased  during 
the  week  and  prices  are  ranging  from  $1.25(«} 
$1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.30@$3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Kanawha  splint  market  is  very  firm  and  the 
price  ranges  at  the  mines  from  $1.90@$2.  This 
class  of  coal  in  Chicago  sells  at  $3.80@$3.90. 
The  car  shortage  in  the  Kanawha  field  is  very 
acute  and  it  has  been  impossible  to  secure 
enough  coal  to  fill  current  orders  promptly. 
The  price  maintaining  on  coal  shipped  in  box 
cars  from  this  district  is  ten  cents  in  excess 
of  the  above  quotations. 


Hocking  operators  are  trying  to  catch  up  with 
orders.  Car  service  is  about  the  same  as  last 
week,  which  on  the  whole  is  very  bad.  Inch  and 
a  quarter  lump  in  open  cars  is  selling  at  the 
mines  for  $2@$3.10  and  in  box  cars  at  $2.20; 
Chicago  price  is  $1.65  in  excess  of  the  above 
quotations  to  cover  transportation.  The  market 
on  box  car  Hocking  is  very  strong. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  has  been  selling  during  tbe 
past  week  at  about  the  same  price  as  last  week. 
Three  quarter  inch  lump  is  bringing  at  the  mines 
$1.65  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  the  market  is 
very  strong.  Some  of  this  coal  has  been  sold  at 
from  $3.25  to  $3.35.  The  market  on  mine  run 
has  improved  and  this  grade  of  coal  at  the  mines 
is  quoted  today  at  $1.55;  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  $2.20. 
The  market  is  very  firm. 

Jackson  Hill  district  reports  a  little  better  car 
service  than  last  week  although  the  supply  is  not 
adequate  to  transport  sufficient  coal  to  fill  current 
orders.  Operators  are  catching  up  somewhat 
with  orders  and  prices  maintaining  are  $2.50  open 
cars  and  $2.60  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.15 
open  and  $4.25  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
market  is  very  strong. 

The  Kentucky  Coals. 

Kentucky  coals  coming  into  this  market  are 
in  increasing  demand.  The  mines  are  producing 
about  33  1-3  per  cent  of  the  average  capacity 
and  there  is  no  immediate  prospect  for  improve¬ 
ment.  The  car  shortage  continues  acute  and  if 
anything,  is  growing  worse.  Service  over  the 
Big  Four  perhaps  is  better  than  over  the  Monon 
road.  Six-inch  lump  has  been  bringing  this  week 
$2.10  f.  0.  b.  the  mine  or  $4  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
with  a  very  strong  market.  The  demand  is 


greatly  exceeding  the  supply  and  the  price  will 
probably  be  advanced  in  the  near  future. 

Pennsylvania  Coal. 

Youghiogheny  operators  have  not  been  able 
to  catch  up  with  their  orders  and  the  excessive 
car  'shortage  is  constantly  mitigating  the  sup¬ 
ply.  If  possilile  the  transportation  is  more  in¬ 
adequate  this  week  than  last.  The  mines  are 
producing  only  about  thirty  per  cent  of  the  av¬ 
erage  capacity.  Youghiogheny  lump  is  selling  all 
the  way  from  $3.50(q;3.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  or 
$1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Operators  of 
standard  Youghiogheny  coal  claim  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  coal  of  inferior  quality  being 
sold  in  this  market  for  Youghiogheny.  If  retail¬ 
ers  will  take  a  little  trouble  and  find  out  from 
what  field  the  coal  comes  it  will  be  easy  for  them 
to  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  receiving 
what  they  think  they  are  buying. 

Coke  Market  Very  Strong. 

'I'here  is  a  good  demand  for  all  kinds  of  coke 
in  this  market.  The  supply  is  constantly  growing 
less  on  account  of  the  excessive  car  shortage 
and  for  the  reason  that  a  large  amount  of  coke 
is  consumed  locally.  The  labor  shortage  is  also 
affecting  the  supply  and  only  about  eighty  per 
cent  of  the  ovens  are  producing  coke  for  the 
market.  Gas  coke  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  is  quoted  this 
week  at  $4.25@4.50.  Seventy-two-hour  foundry 
Connellsville  coke  is  quoted  at  $6.50@6.65,  Wise 
county,  Virginia,  coke  $6@$6.25,  by-product  coke 
$6(g6.25,  by-product  domestic  size  $5,  furnace 
col^  $5.15@5.40.  The  coke  market  is  on  the 
upward  trend  and  only 'about  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
eastern  product  comes  into  this  market. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  October  31.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  prediction  made  a  very  short  time 
ago  in  The  Black  Diamond  to  the  effect  that 
there  would  soon  be  an  advance  in  the  retail  price 
of  smokeless  coal  has  been  verified  by  the  an¬ 
nouncement  this  week  that  the  price  of  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  lump  is  now  $4.25  a  ton 
delivered  in  the  city  proper,  and  $4.50  a  ton 
delivered  on  the  hilltops  and  other  suburbs 
where  hauling  costs  more  than_  fifty  cents  a  ton. 
The  constantly  increasing  price  of  smokeless 
coal  at  the  mines  is  given  as  the  cause  of  the 
present  advance  in  the  retail  trade,  and  the  only 
wonder  about  the  matter  is  that  the  advance 
was  not  made  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

Splint  Lump  Scarce. 

The  next  important  feature  of  the  trade  of 
which  this  is  the  selling  center  is  that  splint 
lump  is  becoming  so  scarce  at  the  mines  that  $2 
is  now  almost  a  minimum  price  at  the  mines  for 
standard  lump,  with  a  number  of  concerns  ask¬ 
ing,  and  booking  orders  at  $2.25  a  ton  at  the 
mines.  The  scarcity  of  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg  continues,  and  while  the 
([notation  on  these  grades  is  still  $2.25  a  ton,  it 
is  practically  only  nominal,  as  nobody  has  any 
coal  of  any  consequence  to  sell  at  any  price. 
One  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  ton  is  now  the  ac¬ 
cepted  price  of  smokeless  run-of-mine  at  the 
mines,  while  splint  run-of-mine  is  ranging  from 
$1.15@1.40  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Splint  nut  and 
slack  is  in  excellent  demand  at  old  prices,  which 
take  in  a  range  of  thirty  cents  a  ton,  with  the 
cheapest  selling  at  60  cents,  and  the  best  at  90 
cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

River  Shipments. 

The  rivers  are  still  acting  graciously  to  the 
river  shippers,  and  by  a  stage  of  water  that  is 
sufficient  to  let  the  Kanawha  barges  to  this 
market  as  fast  as  they  are  loaded,  and  a  few  light 
coal  boats  and  barges  from  Pittsburg,  are  bring¬ 
ing  joy  to  the  river  men  whose  stocks  of  coal 
were  getting  too  low  for  comfort.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  of  river  coal  during  the  past  month  have 
just  about  met  the  current  demand,  and  conse¬ 
quently  the  river  market  retains  the  great 
strength  that  has  characterized  it  all  fall.  T  he 
usual  grades  of  lump  are  worth  8  cents  a  bushel, 
while  nut  and  slack  afloat  in  barges  is  worth 


5H@6k2  cents  a  bushel.  River  lump  coal  ele¬ 
vated  and  loaded  on  cars  is  worth  $2.75  a  ton  at 
the  elevators;  but  this  price  is  likely  to  advance 
at  any  time. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  excellent,  owing 
to  the  chilly  weather  of  the  past  two  weeks,  but 
prices  are  unchanged  except  on  smokeless  coal 
as  noted  in  the  opening  paragraph  of  this  re¬ 
port.  Splint  lump  is  worth  $3.25  a  ton  delivered 
to  families,  smokeless  $4.25,  anthracite  $7.50,  and 
nut  and  slack  from  $1.90@2.25.  Gas  coke  sells 
retail  at  9@10  cents  a  bushel. 

There  is  nothing  particularly  new  in  coke,  but 
the  market  is  very  strong  at  previously  quoted 
prices. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

D.  E.  Layhe,  who  succeeded  Thomas  b.  Far¬ 
rell,  as  general  sales  agent  of  the  New  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  in  the  Ingalls  building,  this  city,  has  re¬ 
signed  his  position  to  accept  a  more  lucrative 
one  as  the  head  of  the  car  distribution  service  (if 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad.  Mr.  Layhe  is 
an  old  railroad  man,  and  he  brought  with  him  to 
his  position  with  the  New  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  a  wealth  of  experience  of  rail¬ 
road  matters  that  has  been  of  great  service  to  his 
company.  Mr.  Layhe  has  made  many  friends 
while  here,  and  these  new  friends  will  be  sorry 
to  see  him  leave  Cincinnati.  He  will  be  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Joseph  W.  Tuohy  (Judge  Tuohy  in  the 
trade),  a  gentleman  of  wide  experience  in  the 
coal  business,  and  a  man  of  great  weight  any¬ 
where.  Judge  Tuohy  has  been  acting  as  traffic 
manager  of  the  Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  leaves  that  concern 
only  to  take  a  better  job  with  the  smokeless  con¬ 
cern  named.  Everybody  wishes  him  good  luck 
in  his  new  position. 

Thomas  F.  Farrell,  well  known  as  a  former 
Cincinnati  coal  man,  was  a  business  vis. tor  here 
a  few  days  ago.  He  returned  to  Bramwell,  W. 
Va. 

M.  T.  Roach,  M.  T.  Davis,  Azel  Ford  and  J.  B. 
Lewis,  among  the  most  prominent  operattirs  of 
the  Kanawha  coal  field,  were  Cincinnati  visitors 
last  Saturday,  having  come  down  to  attend  the 
Koruskation  of  the  Order  Kokoal.  They  are  all 
now  wearing  the  “O.  K.”  oin,  although  every¬ 
body  in  the  coal  business  know  they  are  O.  K. 

Harry  R.  Neilson,  general  sales  agent  of  the 


Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  returned  Monday  from  a  trip 
to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  in  consultation 
with  the  officials  of  his  company.  Mr._  Neilson 
is  one  of  the  lucky  coal  men  who  have  river  con¬ 
nections  at  the  mines,  and  when  he  can  not 
get  cars,  he  loads  his  coal  into  barges,  and  he  is 
finding  a  ready  sale  for  it  whether  it  is  in  cars 
or  barges. 

It  is  reported  upon  apparently  good  authority 
that  the  Elkhorn  Valley  railroad  has  completed 
surveys  for  a  fifty  mile  extension  from  Pike 
county,  Ky.,  through  the  coal  fields  of  Dickenson 
and  Buchanan  counties,  Va.,  and  that  construc¬ 
tion  will  be  started  upon  this  branch  within  a 
few  weeks.  The  line  is  to  connect  with  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  at  Elkhorn  City, 
and  the  Virginia  Southern  will  be  crossed  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  George  L.  Carter  and  his  associates  are  to 
build  the  new  line. 

John  C.  C.  Mayo,  of  Paintsville,  Ky.,  was  m 
Cincinnati  a  day  or  two  ago  on  his  way  to  New 
York  ostensibly  to  transfer  his  immense  inter¬ 
ests  in  Kentucky  coal  properties  to  a  syndicate. 
It  is  said  that  United  States  Senator  Camden 
and  Mr.  Maj’O  controlled  about  350,000  acres  of 
rich  coal  lands  in  Kentucky,  and  that  they  had 
sold  out  to  a  syndicate  for  about  eight  million 
dollars. 

The  Ziimstein  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Columbus  to  take  over  the  retail  business  of 
the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city.  Theodore 
Zumstein,  who  has  acte(l  in  the  capacity  of  citv 
sales  agent  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  new  concern,  and  the  other  incor¬ 
porators  arc  John  C.  Zumstein.  vice-president, 
and  J.  G.  O’Callah.in,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  new  company  takes  the  retail  business  aiid 
good  will  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  and  will 
operate  the  hoppers  on  the  L.  &  N.  railroad  at 
the  foot  of  Butler  street. 

Only  one  daily  newspaper  in  Cincinnati  made 
any  comment  upon  the  recent  rise  in  the  retail 
price  of  coal,  and  that  more  to  take  a  whack 
at  a  certain  county  official  in  a  political  way 
than  to  give  the  news  of  the  incident. 

George  M.  Halm,  formerly  well  known  in  the 
coal  trade  of  this  city,  is  now  peacefully  passing 
his  days  on  a  seven  lumdrcd-acre  farm  in  Ari¬ 
zona. 

Seventy-nine  Candidates. 

Cincinnati  has  the  record  for  the  largest  Korus¬ 
kation  of  Kokoals  ever  held. 


22 


[November  3 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Cincinnati  is  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that 
the  Queen  City  has  just  held  the  largest  korus- 
Ication  of  the  order  of  Kokoal  ever  held  in  the 
United  States.  On  last  Saturday  evening  seventy- 
nine  candidates  were  received  into  the  mystic 
order  of  boosters,  and  it  is  understood  that 
((uite  a  number  of  prominent  coal  men  who  were 
cither  out  of  the  city,  or  compelled  to  be  absent 
for  some  other  good  reason  have  since  made 
application  for  membership,  so  that  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  Cincinnati  will  start  out  with  prac¬ 
tically  one  hundred  members.  The  affair  which 
was  the  maiden  effort  of  Skout  F.  II.  Benedict, 
was  a  glorious  success  from  beginning  to  end ; 
but  the  Queen  City  members  desire  to  e.xpress 
their  appreciation  of  the  aid  received  from 
Messrs.  Haskett  and  Hull,  of  Chicago,  and  Heck, 
of  Dayton.  These  three  gentlemen,  representing 
i  es])ectivcly  the  Pit  Boss,  Pictor  and  Swatta, 
made  a  team  that  is  hard  to  beat,  and  their  ef¬ 
forts  were  particularly  well  received.  F.  H. 
Benedict,  Skout  for  southern  Ohio,  acted  as 
Modoc,  and  at  the  banquet  that  followed  the 
initiatory  exercises,  he  distinguished  himself  as  a 
toastmaster.  A  male  -sextette,  chosen  from 
among  the  finest  singers  of  the  city,  furnished 
tlie  music  for  the  occasion,  which  in  every  way 
was  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  one,  and  long  to 
be  remembered  by  all  present  The  main  din¬ 
ing  room  of  the  Business  Men’s  Club  was  the 
scene  of  the  festivities.  Following  is  a  complete 
list  of  the  candidates,  and  the  names  of  the 
companies  they  represent; 

H.  C.  Whetstone,  retail  dealer. 

Azel  I'ord,  prominent  Kanawha  operator. 

I.  G.  Donnelly,  salesman,  the  Thacker  Co. 

M.  r.  Davis,  official,  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co. 

J.  B.  Lewis,  official,  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co. 

DeL.  Martin,  manager,  the  Halmar  Coal  Co. 

E.  Galatti,  manager,  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

Janies  Berry,  partner,  the  Norwood  Coal  Co. 

N.  II.  Franklin,  secretary,  the  Thacker  Co. 

G.  M.  Slaughter,  salesman,  the  Thacker  Co. 

A.  Bachmann,  partner,  the  Norwood  Coal  Co. 

F.  C.  I'odd,  president,  the  Damascus  Coal  Co. 

O.  b'.  Barrett,  proprietor,  John  Barrett  &  Son. 

Ben  Given,  salesman,  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

S.  A.  Morrow,  salesman,  the  Pocahontas  Co. 

L.  B.  Collier,  with  T.  B.  Collier,  retail  dealer, 

H.  P.  Jones,  president,  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co. 

'f.  E.  Houston,  vice-president,  the  Thacker  Co. 

M.  E.  Lynn,  manager,  the  Queen  City  Coal  Co. 

J.  O.  McCloskey,  manager,  the  Stearns  Coal 

Co. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  manager,  the  White  Oak  Coal 
Co. 

C.  R.  Moriarity,  manager,  the  Kanawha  Fuel 
Co. 

W.  B.  Steele,  manager,  the  Hull  Coal  &  Coke 
Co. 

William  Marmet,  president,  the  Marmet  Coal 
Co. 

J.  F.  Hinsecker,  salesman,  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Co. 

C.  R.  Hinsch,  president,  the  Hinsch  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 

Thomas  F.  Farrell,  manager,  the  Pocahontas 
Coke  Co. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president,  the  Kanawha  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 

R.  J.  Kroger,  president,  the  Kroger  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 

R.  H.  Bartlit,  secretary,  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 

C.  E.  Eultz,  manager,  the  Kanawha-New  River 
I'uel  Co. 

J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager,  the  Guyan  Valley 
b'uel  Co. 

T.  T.  Wright,  traveling  sales,  the  Luhrig 
Coal  Co. 

J.  A.  Reilley,  superintendent,  the  Queen  City 
Coal  Co. 

E.  O.  Dana,  treasurer,  the  Campbells  Creek 
Coal  Co. 

G.  E.  Rewwer,  superintendent,  the  Eairmont 
Coal  Co. 

A.  R.  Gosling,  salesman,  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co. 

J.  B.  Ratterman,  salesman,  the  New  River  Coal 
•Sales  Co. 

A.  D.  Chapman,  Cincinnati  representative,  the 
Blue  Book. 

B.  K.  Appleman,  secretary,  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co. 

P.  W.  Gillham,  salesman,  the  Black  Band  Coal 
&  Coke  Co. 


E.  F.  Bardin,  salesman,  the  Black  Hand  Coal 
&  Coke  Co. 

Thomas  Bolger,  manager  retail  sales,  the  Mar¬ 
met  Coal  Co. 

R.  A.  Colter;  manager  retail  department,  C.  G. 
Blake  &  Co. 

William  '1'.  Ulland,  proprietor,  the  Laurel-Jel- 
lico  Coal  Co. 

Kuper  Hood,  manager  and  treasurer,  the  Big 
Hill  Coal  Co. 

W.  J.  Magee,  manager  and  treasurer,  the  Car¬ 
bon  Fuel  Co. 

M.  W.  Doggett,  assistant  manager,  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president,  the  Kanawha-New 
River  Fuel  Co. 

,  C-  W.  Poysell,  manager  wholesale  sales,  the 
Marmet  Coal  Co. 

J.  McDonald,  assistant  general  manager,  the 
Marmet  Coal  Co. 

Fred  Hartweg,  capitalist,  stockholder,  the  Col¬ 
lins  &  Hartweg  Co. 

Russell  I).  Jeffers,  salesman,  the  New  River- 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co. 

C.  L.  Bowman,  president,  the  Walnut  Hills 
Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

1  ffsneral  manager,  the  Camp¬ 

bells  Creek  Coal  Co. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  western  manager,  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

J.  W.  Tuohy,  manager,  the  New  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  October  30.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Kansas  City  coal  dealers  heard 
last  Wednesday,  with  not  a  great  deal  of  pleas¬ 
ure,  that  the  management  of  the  Armour  Pack¬ 
ing  Co.’s  plant  here  had  decided  to  substi¬ 
tute  oil  as  fuel  for  the  packing  house.  The  price 
is  not  stated  and  that  fact  is  a  subject  of  curi¬ 
osity  to  the  coal  men.  It  is  the  general  opinion, 
however,  that  the  price  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
forty-five  cents  f.  o.  b. 

The  importance  of  this  contract  is  evident 
from  the  fact  that  the  Armour  Packing  Co.  uses 
on  the  average  about  $500  worth  of  coal  daily. 
I  he  entire  output  of  one  mine  in  Macon,  Mo., 
is  not  sufficient  for  the  consumption.  There  was 
an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  coal  dealers  to  pre¬ 
vent  this  last  change  of  fuel  because  the  competi¬ 
tion  for  a  market  for  steam  coal  is  becoming 
very  keen.  Fuel  prices  regulate  themselves  and 
the  three  kinds  of  fuel  are  all  in  use  in  steam 
plants.  Natural  gas  at  eight  cents  a  thousand 
feet  to  concerns  that  use  a  million  feet  a  day  has 
crowded  coal  out  of  Fowler’s  and  the  Morris 
packing  houses. 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co.  is  using  450  to  475 
barrels  of  oil  daily  and  estimates  that  the  quantity 
is  equivalent  to  160  tons  of  coal  a  day.  Armour 
has  used  some  coal,  but  up  to  this  time  coal  has 
been  used  for  most  of  its  steam  making.  The 
packers  say  that  they  save  more  heat  by  using 
the  oil  and  that  there  is  less  loss  and  waste  of 
heat  because  with  coal  it  is  necessary  to  open  the 
doors  of  the  furnace  frequently. 

Effect  on  Slack  Coal. 

One  effect  of  introducing  gas  and  oil  as  fuel  in 
steam  plants  has  been  to  reduce  the  market  for 
slack  coal,  which  is  little  else  but  the  dust  of  the 
coal.  The  oil  and  gas  companies  have  forced  the 
coal  companies  to  cut  the  price  on  slack  until 
there  is  almost  no  margin  of  profit  left.  The 
trouble  for  the  consumer  is  that  the  coal  men  must 
make  profit  somewhere  and  he  is  forced  to  make 
it  out  of  domestic  coal. 

But  the  action  by  Armour’s  has  not  been  felt  on 
the  market.  Coal  prices  in  the  southwestern  dis¬ 
trict  have  remained  steady  in  the  last  week  and 
the  demand  for  fuel,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
continues  to  be  so  great  that  a  raise  in  prices  is 
e.xpected  ne.xt  week.  As  was  anticipated  the  car 
famine  is  constantly  growing  worse.  Dealers 
say  that  they  could  do  twice  as  great  a  business 
if  they  could  obtain  cars  to  move  their  stock 
from  the  mines.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
cars  for  coal  shipments  are  scarcer  today  than 
ever  in  the  history  of  the  coal  business.  All 
railroad  men  admit  that  they  are  absolutely  un¬ 
able  to  furnish  cars  for  the  shipments.  They  say 


W.  L.  Immenhort,  superintendent,  the  Marmet- 
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J.  R.  Davidson,  F.  A.  Bicklmeier,  J,  H.  Shanklin, 
J.  R.  Steinkamp. 


that  the  chief  reason  for  the  shortage  is  the 
inability  of  the  car  builders  to  furnish  cars  ordered 
In  some  instances  the  car  builders  have  found 
themselves  facing  higher  prices  for  material  than 
when  big  car  orders  were  taken  from  railroads, 
and  the  builders  have  been  waiting  for  lower 
prices  so  as  to  come  out  even  on  their  contracts. 

Labor  Troubles. 

Bennett  Brown,  commissioner  of  the  South¬ 
western  district,  has  been  in  Paris,  Ark.,  looking 
into  some  grievances  advanced  by  the  miners.  It 
seems  that  water  accumulates  in  some  of  the 
rooms  and  the  miners  working  in  them  think 
they  should  have  an  increase  of  pay  for  working 
under  such  disadvantages.  The  miners  say  that 
water  dripping  from  the  roof  strikes  their  backs 
and  causes  danger  of  bad  cold,  pneumonia  or 
other  lung  diseases.  On  his  way  home  from 
Arkansas  Mr.  Brown  was  slightly  injured  in  a 
railroad  wreck  on  the  Kansas  City  Southern  near 
Madge,  a  small  station  near  Neosha,  Kas.  The 
Pullman  car  in  which  Mr.  Brown  was  riding  left 
the  track  and  was  thrown  against  a  bridge.  The 
car  was  smashed.  Mr.  Brown  was  cut  twice  on 
the  head  and  bruised  about  the  body.  He  was 
able  to  be  in  his  office  yesterday,  however. 

The  attorney  general,  Mr.  Cromwell,  filed  suit 
in  the  district  court  in  Guthrie,  Okla.,  yesterday 
against  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  railroad,  alleging 
an  overcharge  in  freight  trains  on  coal  brought 
into  Oklahoma  from  Indian  Territory.  An  injunc¬ 
tion  restraining  the  company  from  demanding 
and  collecting  rates  greater  than  authorized  in  the 
company’s  charter  is  asked.  In  the  petition  it  is 
shown  that  from  McAlester,  1.  T.,  to  Enid,  Okla., 
a  distance  of  208  miles,  the  rate  on  slack  coal  is 
$1.50  a  ton  in  carload  lots  and  on  lump  coal  $2.10 
a  ton  in  carload  lots,  whereas  the  company  is 
authorized,  under  the  conditions  by  which  it  oc¬ 
cupies  its  right-of-way,  to  charge  only  $1.25  a  ton 
for  slack  and  $1.45  a  ton  for  lump  coal  in  carload 
lots.  It  is  charged  that  the  rates  on  coal  are  un¬ 
reasonable  and  unjust  to  all  stations  in  Okla¬ 
homa.  Ex-Chief  Justice  Frank  Dale  and  ex-As- 
sociate  Justice  Bierer  are  defending  the  company 
in  the  suit. 

The  Poteau-Mercantile  Coal  Co.’s  properties  in 
Porter,  1.  T.,  have  been  leased  and  are  now  being 
operated  by  the  Bache,  Dinman  &  Spradley  Co., 
of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.  The  mines  are  old  but  very 
productive. 

The  Frontenac  Coal  Co.  started  to  sink  their 
shaft  on  their  property  at  Radley,  Nev.,  the  first 
of  this  week  and  expect  to  reach  coal  within  six 
weeks  at  least.  The  coal  in  that  vicinity  is  over 
150  feet  deep  and  with  good  success  it  will  be 
reached  by  the  first  of  December. 


Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 
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The  contract  for  sinking  the  shaft  has  been  let 
to  J.  W.  Weltaker  who  is  one  of  the  best  men 
in  that  profession  in  the  state.  He  holds  several 
records  for  quick  work  and  sunk  the  deep  shaft 
at  Atchison. 

with  the  sinking  and  the  mine  is  expected  to  be 


in  operation  by  spring.  The  company  owns  240 
acres  of  coal  land  at  Radley  and  already  have  a 
town  platted  and  a  number  of  lots  sold. 

C.  C.  Perry,  president  of  the  Southwestern 
Operators'  Association,  has  returned  from  a  short 
trip  to  New'  York  city. 


The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 


Detroit,  Mich.,  Nov.  1. —  (Special  Correspond- 
— This  city  probably  never  before  experi¬ 
enced  so  severe  a  car  shortage  as  that  which  pre¬ 
vails  today.  Both  in  anthracite  and  bituminous 
circles  there  arc  bitter  complaints  about  the  car 
service.  Hard  coal  agents  are  being  hard  pressed 
by  the  retailers,  whose  stock  piles,  though  not 
depleted,  are  very  close  to  depletion.  Idowevei, 
there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  distress  among 
consumers,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the 
worst  will  be  over  before  the  stocks  disappear 

entirely.  . 

Retailers  Not  Advancing  Pnees. 

Retailers  of  anthracite,  however,  have  not 
raised  the  price  and  probably  will  not  do  so  until 
stormy  weather  prevails.  At  present  they  sell  at 
the  summer  price,  $7.25  a  ton,  delivered. 

The  demand  for  bituminous  is  strong  and  get- 
tino"  stronger  daily,  but  the  car  supply  is  getting 
worse  and  the  market  is  consequently  nervous. 
November  first  starts  in  without  any  new  price 
circular  The  Sunday  Creek  Co.  has  concluded 
to  allow  the  October  prices  to  continue,  acting  on 
the  principle  that  where  there  is  no  assurance 
that  orders  can  be  filled  there  is  no  necessity  for 
fixing  a  price.  In  other  words,  the  price  will  be 
fixed  when  the  occasion  warrants  it. 


Spot  Coal  'Very  Scarce. 

\t  present  there  is  practically  no  fine  coal  on 
the  tracks.  Pittsburg  No.  8  and  Cambridge  run- 
of-mine  is  strong  at  $1.35;  three-quarters  lump, 
$145;  slack,  eighty-five  to  ninety  cents.  Hocking 
lump  still  sells  for  $2,  though  it  is  reported  here 
that  Chicago  jobbers  are  paying  a  premium  of  ten 

cents  for  Hocking.  .  •  .u- 

However,  the  demand  for  Hocking  m  this  city 
never  is  very  good  until  cold  weather  sets  m. 
Hocking  slack  easily  fetches  seventy^five  cents. 

It  is  generally  predicted  that,  within  a  very 
short  time,  the  demand  for  bituminous  will  be 
so  o-reat  that  any  person  who  is  fortunate  enough 
to  have  spot  coal  can  get  about  aiy  price  he 
chooses  to  ask  for  it.  Today  the  demand  foi 


gondolas  is  so  great  that  agents  are  at  their 
wits’  ends  and  simply  cannot  keep  their  regular 
customers  supplied  to  the  latters’  satisfaction. 
They  are  simply  doing  the  best  they  can  and  re¬ 
fusing  new  business. 

Following  are  some  West  Virginia  prices  at 
the  mines:  Run-of-mine,  $1.30;  three-quarters, 
$1.50;  lump,  $1.75;  slack,  $1.  There  is  every  in¬ 
dication  of  an  advance  of  twenty-live  cents  *on 
these  prices  next  week.  Jackson  Hill  is  subject 
to  change  any  time.  Massillon  and  Palmyra  have 
gone  up  to  $2.50  and  may  be  raised  twenty-five 
cents  more  on  the  first  of  the  month. 

Steam  Sizes  Very  Active. 

Steam  plants  are  beginning  to  get  very  low  and 
confidence  in  an  easing  np  of  the  situation  is  not 
inspired  by  the  report  that  the  New  York  Central 
road  has  ordered  its  agents  to  cease  soliciting 
business  and,  instead,  to  go  out  hunting  for  cars. 

From  the  Saginaw  valley  in  this  state  comes  the 
report  that  in  that  section  never  before  has  the 
car  shortage  been  so  serious  as  it  is  today.  All 
departments  of  business  life  are  affected  and  theie 
is  no  relief  in  sight.  The  coal  mines  are  not  re¬ 
ceiving  more  than  ten  per  cent  of  the  cars  they 
require.  Operators  threaten  to  close  down  the 
mines. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Neil  W.  Snow  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal_  Co., 
is  spending  a  few  days  in  Chicago,  combining 
business  with  pleasure.  _ 

The  W.  C.  Clark  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  has 
sold  out  to  W.  H.  Warner  &  Co.,  of  Cleveland 
Mr.  Clark,  whose  health  has  been  poor,  will 
spend  the  winter  in  the  south.  ,  ^ 

B  C.  Hitt,  representing  Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery 
Co.,  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  spent  a  few  days  m 
Detroit  this  week. 

R  S  MeVey,  western  manager  of  the  island 
Creek  Co.,  and  Blaine  Coal  Co.,  visited  William 
Parker,  the  Detroit  agent,  last  Tuesday. 

L  A  Hickley,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Island  Creek  Co.,  was  also  a  visitor  in  this  city. 


West  Virginia 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  October  31.-( Special  Cor- 

respondenceJ-Dem^nd  for  both  coal  and  coke 
hut  particularly  coal,  is  strong  in  all  lines.  Prices 
are  firm,  with  somewhat  flattering  prospects  for 
free  coal.  Owing  to  transportation  restrictions, 
however,  opportunities  are  scant  for  taking  ad¬ 
vantages  of  free  coal.  Prompt  delivery  cannot 

he  assured.  ^ 

President  George  W.  Stevens  and  other  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  have 
just  held  a  conference  with  operators  of  the  JNew 
River  and  Kanawha  fields  at  Charleston,  regard 
ing  the  car  situation.  After  listening  to  the 
grievances  of  the  operators  the  railroad  officers 
admitted  the  deplorable  conditions  but  could  not 
hold  out  relief  in  definite  f-orm  until  their  or¬ 
ders  for  new  equipment  were  filled. 


One  Cause  of  Car  Shortage. 

Mr.  Stevens  said  the  company  had  ordered 
three  thousand  new  cars,  and  was  now  awa,itmg 
their  delivery.  Furthermore,  they  had  plawd 
another  big  car  order  for  future  delivery.  He 
promised  to  take  up  the  situation  with  the  direct¬ 
ors  of  the  road  and  urge  special  attention^  and  m- 
cidentally  Mr.  Stevens  took  care  to  dispel  the 
insinuation  of  favoritism  in  distributing  cars 
among  the  mines. 

The  scarcity  of  cars  at  the  present  time,  Mr. 
Stevens  attributed  to  the  fact  that  during  the 
latter  part  of  summer,  many  cars  were  held  at 
tidewater  through  the  inability  to  get  vessels  to 
receive  the  shipments. 


Mining  News. 

Since  cooler  weather  came  in  sight  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  region  operators  have  had  cause 
for  serious  complaint,  the  contrast  being  marked 
with  the  fairly  easy  car  supply  in  the  late  spring. 
Operators  who  have  heavy  investments  naturally 
chafe  at  their  failure  to  got  out  coal  in  pro¬ 
portionate  amounts. 

Allotmerlt  Contention. 

It  might  be  stated  that  the  complaints  from 
operators  have  grown  acute  since  the  inception 
of  the  new  allotment  order.  This  order  has  been 
in  effect  now  about  six  weeks.  Several  shippers 
contend  they  are  getting  fewer  cars  than  for- 
merly,  and  frequently  they  are  obliged  to  close 
down  their  plants  for  days  at  a  time. 

The  state  supreme  court  has  denied  the  writ 
of  mandamus  asked  for  bv  l  ax  Commissioner 
Dillon  to  compel  the  assessors  of  Fayette  county 
to  list  the  leasehold  rights  of  certain  New  River 
operators  at  about  six  million  dollars  for  tax¬ 
ation.  The  assessors  took  the  returns  of  the 
operators  at  one-tenth  of  this  amount.  The  de¬ 
cision  was  rendered  by  a  divided  court.  The  tax 
reformers  intend  to  prosecute  their  fight  by  en¬ 
deavoring  to  have  the  next  legislature  amend 
the  laws  so  the  operators  can  he  reached  in  the 
way  they  desire.  The  judicial  determination  is 
pleasing  to  coal  men. 

NOTES  FROM  THE  FIELD. 

Senator  Henry  G.  Davis,  president  of  the 
Coal  &  Coke;  'Vice-President  F.  S.  Landstreet, 


of  the  Western  Maryland,  and  other  officials  of 
both  roads,  were  tendered  a  complimentary  ban 
quet  a  few  nights  ago  by  the  Charleston  Chamber 
of  Commerce. 

W.  H.  'I  homas,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been 
inspecting  his  large  interests  on  Crane  creek. 

W.  T.  Williams,  chief  inspector  for  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coal  &  Coke,  is  now  making  a  tour  ..f 
the  company’s  several  plants. 

The  Majestic  Collieries  Co.,  which  will  have  it- 
works  in  Pike  county,  Ky.,  will  have  its  prin 
cipal  office  in  Eckman,  this  state.  The  capitaliza¬ 
tion  authorized  is  $250,000,  and  the  incorporator- 
are  Virginia  and  West  Virginia  men. 

Fayette  men,  headed  by  J.  .S.  Lewis,  have  or¬ 
ganized  the  Anglings  Creek  Coal  Co.  with  hold¬ 
ings  along  the  line  of  the  proposed  Meadow 
Creek  railroad,  and  development  is  contingent 
on  the  construction  of  the  railroad. 

Ex-Senator  J.  N.  Camden,  of  Parkersburg, 
confirms  the  report  of  the  sale  of  the  Eastern 
Kentucky  lands  of  the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  at  a  directors’  meeting  in  Chicago  which  he 
attended.  A  western  syndicate  headed  liy  .\.  11. 
Chisholm,  of  Detroit,  was  the  purchaser.  As 
there  were  350,000  acres,  lying  in  the  Elk  I  lorn 
section  of  Kentucky,  the  consideration  must  run 
into  the  millions. 

E.  J.  Berwind  has  just  made  his  first  visit  to 
the  center  of  the  New  River  region.  With  a 
part_\-  of  Pennsylvania  people  he  inspected  the 
Berwind  properties  on  .\rhuckle  and  Laurel 
creek. 

The  Colonial  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  purchased 
the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  operating  near 
Bluefield. 

During  a  slump  in  the  ear  supply  sixty-six  of 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  mines  of  the 
Sundav  Creek  Coal  Co.  were  idle,  acording  to 
John  Roan,  the  general  superintendent. 

General  Manager  Osborn,  of  the  Youghiogheny 
&  Ohio,  denies  the  story  of  pending  negotiations 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock, 
both  East  Ohio  properties.  The  M.  A.  Hanna 
Co.,  of  the  same  region,  is  reported  to  he  dick¬ 
ering  for  a  mine  at  Indianola,  Pa.,  which  would 
be  its  first  venture  in  the  Keystone  state. 


The  Coal  Trade  irv  Indiana. 

1  NDiANAi’OLis,  Inii.,  November  1. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Believing  that  the  present  city  ad¬ 
ministration  here  is  unfriendly  to  them,  the’  In¬ 
diana  coal  operators  are  beginning  a  crusade  to 
bring  about  more  general  use  of  their  product. 

note  of  alarm  has  been  sounded  by  the  leaders 
in  the  movement  for  the  purpose  of  getting  sup¬ 
port  from  all  parts  of  the  field. 

The  fact  that  the  city  administration  recently 
let  some  valuable  contracts  to  companies  to  sup¬ 
ply  West  Virginia  coal  is  the  basis  of  one  com¬ 
plaint.  Another  and  more  serious  one  is  the  at¬ 
titude  of  the  city  smoke  inspector,  who  is  charged 
with  discriminating  the  Indiana  coals  by  his  ef¬ 
forts  to  bring  about  the  use  of  what  are  known 
as  the  smokeless  coals. 

rile  Indiana  operators  who  have  taken  the  mat¬ 
ter  up  with  the  local  authorities  insist  that  the 
attitude  toward  them  is  unfair;  that  if  it  is 
continued  it  will  soon  result  in  driving  them  out 
of  the  Indianapolis  market,  which  is  the  most 
important  in  the  state.  'I'hcy  are  showing  that 
the  agitation  in  favor  of  the  use  of  alleged  smoke¬ 
less  coal  has  already  hurt  their  business  and 
resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  consumption  of 
West  Virginia  coal,  which,  they  claim,  is  no  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  coal  mined  in  Indiana. 

They  declare  that  a  halt  must  be  called  at  once 
by  the  city  administration  and  they  insist  that 
there  is  no  ground  for  giving  valuable  contracts 
to  West  Virginia  operators  on  the  mere  state¬ 
ment  that  their  coal  is  smokeless.  The  Indiana 
operators  say  that  the  fault  lies  with  the  men 
who  use  their  coal — not  with  the  coal  itself.  1  his 
view  is  shared  generally  here  by  users  of  coal  and 
by  city  authorities,  but  the  latter  continue  their 
crusade  for  the  adoption  of  smoke  consumers  or 
the  use  of  smokeless  coal.  It  is  not  known  what 
steps  will  be  taken,  but  the  operators  and  coal 
dealers  who  have  gone  into  the  matter  are  ready 
for  a  fight  for  the  preservation  of  their  business 
and  they  don’t  intend  to  let  up  until  they  get  a 
fair  hearing. 

The  starting  of  this  movement  has  really  been 
about  the  only  unusual  feature  of  the  local  coal 
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trade  for  some  time.  Trade  has  been  good.  Most 
of  llie  dealers  have  all  they  could  take  care  of. 
Many  have  more  orders  than  they  can  fill.  Nearly 
all  the  retail  dealers  arc  getting  as  much  coal 
ahead  as  possible,  anticipating  a  heavier  business 
as  soon  as  the  winter  season  sets  in.  The  business 
seems  to  he  steady  in  all  parts  of  the  state,  al¬ 
though  not  phenomenal  in  volume  or  prices.  The 
latter,  however,  are  pretty  satisfactory  and  bid 
fair  to  keep  around  an  encouraging  mark  all 
winter.  The  tendency  is  upward  and  an  advance 
is  expected  within  a  very  short  time. 

Car  Supply  Better. 

The  business  at  the  mines  has  been  very  good 
for  the  last  two  months.  Very  few  operators  in¬ 
deed  are  able  to  get  enough  cars  to  supply  their 
(Icinaiuls.  This  shortage  is  responsible  largely 
for  the  good  prices  that  have  prevailed  during 
the  last  month,  but  at  that  not  many  of  the  op- 
enitors  have  benefited  largely,  as  they  have  been 
unable  to  take  much  advantage  of  their  open¬ 
ing.  Many  of  them,  in  fact,  have  been  compelled 
to  go  into  the  open  market  and  buy  coal  to  fill 
their  contract  orders,  and  very  few  have  been 


Louisvii.le,  Ky.,  October  29,  1906. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  adjourned  its  hearing  from  Kno.xville 
to  Louisville  during  the  past  week  following  up 
its  investigation  of  the  Southern  railway  with  a 
hearing  of  general  charges  against  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  Railroad  Co. 

No  cases  of  discrimination  in  pro  rating  were 
alleged  or  proved.  All  the  details  of  the  L.  &  N. 
ownership  of  the  Louisville  Property  Co.,  which 
comprises  more  than  forty  thousand  acres  of  coal 
lands,  were  gone  into,  but  no  evidence  was  even 
introduced  to  show  that  the  L.  &  N.  had  discrim¬ 
inated  against  other  mines  in  favor  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  Property  Co.  mines.  As  the  charter  of  the 
L.  &  N.  expressly  permits  it  to  own  and  operate 
such  lands,  there  was  nothing  damaging  in  the 
testimony  in  this  regard.  Moreover  it  developed 
that  the  Louisville  Property  Co.,  under  L.  &  N. 
management,  has  never  yet  been  a  paying  propo¬ 
sition,  though  indications  are  that  in  time  it  will 
give  good  returns. 

The  hearing  also  developed  the  fact  that  the 
L.  &  N.  is  switching  all  coal  offered  at  junction 
points  by  other  railroads  including  the  Southern, 
but  that  the  latter  practically  prohibits  the  switch¬ 
ing  of  L.  &  N.  cars  over  its  Atlanta  terminals  by 
imposing  a  charge  of  thirty-five  cents  per  ton. 
The  commissioners  agreed  to  hold  a  special  ses¬ 
sion  in  regard  to  switching. 

The  showing  made  by  the  L.  &  N.  during  the 
session  was  distinctly  favorable.  It  developed 
that  Col.  Attilla  Cox,  member  of  the  board  of 
directors,  owned  a  block  of  stock  in  the  Straight 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  that  some  of  the 
bonds  of  this  mine  were  held  by  the  L.  &  N. 
Railroad  Co.  No  active  officials  of  the  road  were 
shown  to  own  any  mining  stock. 

During  the  past  week  the  price  of  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Jellico  coal  has  continued  its  course 
up,  up,  up.  The  latest  high  record  is  a  price  of 
$4.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mines,  which  was  paid  for  a 
few  cars  of  Blue  Gem.  Such  orders,  however, 
do  not  represent  the  market,  whch  is  about  as 
follows :  Best  Blue  Gem  lump  and  block,  $3.50 ; 
best  Jellico  lump  and  block,  $2.75@3.25.  Stand¬ 
ard  Eastern  Kentucky  coals,  $2.50@2.75 ;  nut  and 
slack  unaccountably  has  stiffened  during  the  past 
week  and  the  range  of  prices  is  now  about  55@ 
75c,  according  to  quality. 

Dispatches  from  Chicago  announce  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  big  deal  for  Kentucky  coal  lands,  one  of 
the  biggest  in  fact  of  recent  years.  The  North 
Jellico  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  passed  into  the  con¬ 
trol  of  Williams  &  Chisholm,  head  of  a  syndicate 
of  Duluth,  Minn.,  capitalists.  Former  United 
States  Senator  J.  N.  Camden,  of  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va.,  president  of  the  North  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
and  Vice-President  C.  W.  Watson,  of  Baltimore, 
represented  the  Kentucky  interests.  The  property 
consists  of  three  hundred  thousand  acres  located 
in  Letcher,  Knott,  Pike  and  Floyd  counties,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  its  value  is  estimated  at  about  $7,500,- 
000.  'I'he  Duluth  syndicate  secured  a  controlling 
interest. 


able  to  get  free  coal  to  market  because  of  the 
lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

Transportation  is  said  to  have  been  consider¬ 
ably  better  along  the  Southern  Indiana  during 
the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  Some  of  the  op¬ 
erators  there  say  that  John  R.  Walsh,  of  the 
Southern,  has  been  unfairly  criticised  for  not 
moving  coal  by  the  way  of  Westport  and  in  that 
manner,  avoiding  a  blockacle  in  the  Big  Four  and 
Vandalia  yards  at  'l  errc  Haute.  'I  hey  say  that 
he  is  sending  all  the  coal  by  the  way  of  Westport 
that  the  Big  Four  will  take,  and  that  he  is  doing 
all  he  can  to  move  the  coal  produced  along  his 
line. 

In  spite  of  the  interference  of  the  state  rail¬ 
way  commission  the  transportation  conditions  are 
not  all  that  are  desirable,  iiowever,  the  railroad 
companies  say  that  the  cause  of  the  blockades 
and  shortage  is  not  a  quarrel  between  themselves 
or  a  disposition  to  be  arbitrary — simply  their  in¬ 
ability  to  supply  cars  and  motor  power  enough  to 
handle  all  their  business,  the  volume  of  w.iich 
has  been  greater  this  year  than  ever  before.  Un¬ 
der  the  circumstances  the  outlook  is  for  a  con¬ 
tinued  car  shortage  in  Indiana  throughout  the  en¬ 
tire  winter. 


Trade. 

One  of  the  heaviest  stockholders  in  the  com¬ 
pany  is  J.  C.  C.  Mayo,  of  Paintsville,  Ky. ;  Eu¬ 
gene  Zimmerman,  formerly  president  of  the  C., 
H.  &  D.,  and  some  eastern  friends  own  about  one- 
tenth  of  the  stock  in  the  old  company,  but  whether 
or  not  they  will  let  go  their  holdings  is  not  known. 
The  new  company  will  meet  for  the  election  of 
officers  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  on  December 
fourth. 

When  asked  what  ttie  Duluth  purchasers,  who 
are  among  the  biggest  iron  men  in  the  west,  in¬ 
tended  to  do  with  the  property,  Mr.  Mayo  said 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Oct.  31. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  has  been  more  or  less  quiet¬ 
ness  in  the  northwestern  coal  trade  the  present 
week.  After  two  weeks  of  almost  continuous 
rain,  the  weather  has  cleared  and  there  have 
been  a  few  sunny  days.  Monday  night  the  lakes 
and  ponds  were  covered  with  a  thin  skim  of  ice, 
this  being  the  first  real  chilly  temperature  that 
has  been  experienced.  There  is  no  shortage  of 
coal  in  the  northwest  and  will  not  be  for  several 
weeks.  The  volume  going  into  domestic  con¬ 
sumption  is  increasing,  but  retail  stocks  were  of 
ample  proportions,  and  it  will  require  a  fortnight 
or  longer  before  there  is  great  activity  at  whole¬ 
sale.  Of  course  a  severe  snowstorm  would  have 
an  influence  at  once,  but  snow  does  not  arrive  to 
remain  even  in  this  latitude  much  before  the  early 
part  of  December. 

Transportation  Inadequate. 

The  car  situation  is  the  main  feature  of  interest 
at  present.  The  movement  of  the  crops  is  at¬ 
taining  somewhat  burdensome  proportions  for  the 
common  carriers,  and  box-cars  are  far  short  of 
the  requirements.  A  sample  instance  will  indi¬ 
cate  the  stringency  in  this  class  of  equipment. 
One  large  linseed  oil  mill  in  Minneapolis  recently 
asked  for  340  cars  to  be  put  in  at  the  rate  of  ten 
to  fifteen  cars  a  day.  It  received  one  car  one 
day,  two  the  next  and  so  on.  The  equipment  is 
not  available  or  this  shipper  would  have  been 
taken  care  of.  In  South  Dakota  farmers  are 
holding  off  before  threshing  their  grain,  realizing 
that  it  is  better  in  the  shock  than  when  ready  for 
market.  The  northwestern  car  shortage  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  approach  the  acute  stage,  and  unless  the 
improvement  is  more  rapid  than  expected  it  will 
reveal  many  serious  features  before  it  is  over. 

The  dock  companies  have  practically  all  ad¬ 
vanced  their  prices  on  Hocking,  Youghiogheny, 
Fairmont  and  Pittsburg  No.  8  lump  coal  forty- 
five  cents  a  ton.  Their  selling  price  is  now  $4 
f.  o.  b.  Duluth,  Superior  and  Ashland,  or  $4.90 
f.  o.  b.  the  Twin  Cities.  Other  grades  of  coal 
have  been  advanced  in  proportion,  Youghiogheny 


he  did  not  know  how  or  when  they  would  de¬ 
velop  it.  The  former  owners  of  the  Northern 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  are  likely  to  keep  a  substantial 
amount  of  the  stock,  although  the  control  has 
passed  from  their  hands. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Wood,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  was  stricken  with  paraly¬ 
sis  while  at  the  mines  last  week,  and  is  now  in  a 
critical  condition  at  his  home  in  Pittsburg.  The 
stroke  rendered  Mr.  Wood  completely  helpless. 
It  came  without  any  warning,  when  he  was  ap¬ 
parently  enjoying  excellent  health.  Mr.  Wood, 
who  has  worked  his  way  upward  from  being 
clerk  in  a  mine  office  in  Jellico,  Tenn.,  to  the 
ownership  with  R.  M.  Jackson  and  W.  J.  Roberts 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  and  other  interests,  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  Kentucky  coal 
trade  and  many  warm  friends  are  hoping  that  he 
may  be  restored  to  health. 

Hywell  J.  Davies,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  sales 
agent  for  the  East  Tennessee  Coal  Co.,  has  re¬ 
turned  home  after  a  short  trip  through  Kentucky. 

S.  L.  Bastin,  of  the  Star  Mining  Co.,  East 
Bernstadt,  Ky.,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Ar- 
temus,  where  he  went  to  see  about  shipments  of 
the  Cumberland  Coal  Co.,  in  which  he  is  inter¬ 
ested. 

C.  B.  Chappell,  the  enterprising  west  end 
Louisville  retailer,  is  able  to  be  at  his  coal  office 
again  after  an  indisposition,  which  confined  him 
to  his  home  for  several  days. 

I'he  Tennessee  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  which  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  Louisville  capitalists,  is  about  ready  to 
load  coal.  Mr.  L.  I.  Coleman,  general  manager, 
spent  several  days  in  Louisville  this  week.  His 
headquarters  hereafter  will  be  in  Knoxville;  to¬ 
gether  with  Mr.  John  Gorman  he  will  attend  to 
the  sale  of  the  coal. 

Quotations  on  seventy-two  hour  foundry  coke 
from  the  Wise  county,  Virginia,  field  are  now  on 
the  basis  of  $5.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Louisville. 

The  great  advance  in  the  price  of  all  rail  coals 
in  Kentucky  has  resulted  in  considerable  river 
coal  being  shipped  from  local  elevators. 


and  Hocking  screenings  participating  in  the  ad¬ 
vance. 

Carterville  and  other  southern  Illinois  lump  and 
egg  coals  are  held  at  $1.65 @2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.75@4.10  f.  o.  b.  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis. 
Franklin  county  lump  and  egg  are  held  at  $2@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.10@4.35  f.  o.  b.  Minneapolis 
and  .St.  Paul.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  care  most 
Illinois  shipping  companies  represented  in  this 
territory  are  loaded  with  orders  and  are  not 
anxious  to  take  on  any  new  business  except  at  the 
top  prices.  Transportation  from  southern  Illinois 
is  good,  coal  coming  through  in  from  eight 
days  to  two  weeks,  but  cars  for  delivery  to  points 
on  foreign  roads,  such  as  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western,  Chicago  Great  Western  and  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul,  are  unusually  difficult  to 
obtain,  and  this  coal  commands  a  premium  of 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  over  the  figures  obtained 
in  territory  easier  of  access. 

NOTES  ON  THE  NORTHWEST. 

There  will  be  a  representation  of  Twin  City- 
coal  men  in  Chicago,  November  tenth,  the  occa¬ 
sion  of  the  football  game  between  Minnesota  and 
Chicago.  “Tom”  Skellett  of  Elliott  &  Skellett  is 
arranging  to  chaperon  a  party. 

The  Interior  Lumber  Co.,  and  the  Interior  Fuel 
Co.,  owning  a  number  of  yards  in  Iowa  and  Min¬ 
nesota,  now  occupy  very  large  and  well  lighted 
offices  on  the  ninth  floor  of  the  Security  Bank 
building,  Minneapolis.  They  were  formerly  in 
the  Corn  Exchange  building. 

Morton  Otis,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Co.,  was  recently  in  St.  Paul  and  Minne¬ 
apolis  on  a  business  trip. 

George  F.  Nevins,  traffic  manager  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Zeigler  &  Gulf  railroad,  recently  passed 
through  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul  on  his  return 
to  Chicago  from  Seattle  and  Tacoma,  where  he 
has  spent  the  past  four  weeks  on  business  and 
pleasure. 

Several  of  the  former  employes  of  the  old  cor¬ 
poration  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  are  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  a  reunion,  which  will  be  held  in  Chicago 
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some  time  in  December.  The  northwestern  con¬ 
tingent  will  consist  of  Sam  Stanley,  Capt.  De 
Forest  Pomeroy,  L.  W.  Ferris,  W.  E.  Still  and 
R.  H.  Sessions. 

P.  J.  Delaney  of  John  T.  Hesser  &  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  recently  visited  the  northwest  and  was  a 
guest  of  Capt.  De  Forest  Pomeroy  at  Lake  Min¬ 
netonka. 

Fred  G.  James  of  the  Minnesota  Coal  &  Sup¬ 
ply  Co.,  Minneapolis,  has  returned  from  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  to  St.  Louis. 

The  recent  advance  in  the  wholesale  price  of 
dock  coal  was  made  individually  by  the  com- 


ToLEno,  Ohio,  October  31. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The  beginning  of  winter  finds  To¬ 
ledo  in  anything  but  as  good  condition  as  coal 
dealers,  without  respect  to  size  or  kind,  would 
desire.  This  is  due  primarily  to  the  shortage  of 
cars  which  grows  worse  continually  instead  of 
improving.  The  largest  operators  having  offices 
here  complain  as  bitterly  as  the  smaller  ones  and 
day  by  day  they  are  further  behind  in  their  or¬ 
ders.  What  relief  the  close  of  navigation  offers 
is  more  than  offset  by  the  approach  of  cold 
weather,  with  its  snows  and  decreased  motive 
power,  and  now  dealers  are  not  anticipating  any 
very  marked  relief  before  the  winter  is  far  ad¬ 
vanced. 

On  every  hand  one  hears  that  the  car  shortage 
is  worse  than  it  has  ever  been  before.  Railroads 
centering  here  are  exerting  every  effort  to  over¬ 
come  this  and  keep  their  cars  at  work.  With  this 
end  in  view  some  have  ceased  soliciting  additional 
freight  and  are  putting  their  men  to  work  look¬ 
ing  up  lost  cars  and  getting  them  home._  Opera¬ 
tors  report  their  inability  to  keep  their  mines 
running,  operations  depending  entirely  upon  what 
cars  they  can  get  hold  of.  This  means,  for  the 
most  part,  that  mines  have  been  running  not  to 
exceed  three  or  four  days.  A  few  operators  may 
have  fared  better  but  judged  by  the  statements 
of  those  questioned  it  would  appear  that  this 
statement  is  a  fair  one  in  all  respects. 

Lake  shipments  for  October  will  not  be  as  great 
as  was  anticipated  earlier  in  the  month.  This  de¬ 
crease  can  be  traced  to  the  same  condition  as  the 
adverse  condition  of  the  market  generally.  With 
every  effort  being  made  to  keep  coal  coming  for¬ 
ward,  things  were  kept  in  fairly  good  shape  but 
now  a  decline  is  beginning  to  show  itself.  With 
the  unusual  demand  for  cars  and  boats  for  gen¬ 
eral  shipping,  it  is  estimated  that  the  lake  ship¬ 
ments  will  run  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent 
below  the  amount  under  contract  for  shipment 
by  water.  Ore  shipments  to  Toledo  this  season 
have  been  very  heavy,  the  heaviest  on  record, 
and  while  ore  and  coal  generally  go  together  in 
making  cargoes  both  ways  on  the  lakes,  a  number 
of  boats  have  confined  their  operations  almost 
exclusively  to  handling  ore,  they  preferring  to 
return  light  rather  than  lose  the  time  in  getting 
a  load  of  coal  and  unloading  it  on  their  return. 

A1  grades  of  bituminous  coal  show  a  decided 
tendency  to  advance  in  price  and  one  or  two 


panics.  The  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.  were 
the  first  to  advance  the  price  a  week  ago  Friday, 
and  were  followed  by  the  other  companies.  The 
docks  claim  to  be  rather  short  of  coal,  but  much 
will  depend  on  the  severity  of  the  season  as  to 
whether  further  advances  will  occur.  All-rail 
shipments  via  Manitowoc  are  coming  in  very 
slowly  as  a  result  of  the  car  shortage. 

Northwestern  salesmen  are  having  an  easy  time. 
Some  of  the  companies  have  recalled  all  of  their 
men  on  the  road  and  will  not  send  them  out 
again  until  they  are  in  greater  need  of  orders 
than  at  present. 


dealers  already  report  the  offering  of  premiums 
by  buyers.  In  some  instances  new  circulars  have 
been  issued  and  in  other  circular  prices  have  been 
withdrawn.  Some  few  grades  have  been  called 
from  the  market  owing  to  the  inability  to  get 
them  in  sufficient  quantity  with  the  mines  running 
short  hours.  Isolated  coals  have  been  advanced 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton;  but  for  the  scarcity  of 
cars,  prices  have  ruled  fairly  steady  during  the 
past  month. 

Hard  coal  is  scheduled  to  reach  the  $7.23  mark 
November  first,  or  the  highest  mark  it  has 
reached  since  the  big  strike  some  years  ago. 
Previous  to  one  or  two  months  last  winter  the 
prevailing  winter  price  of  this  coal  has  been 
$7.00,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
from  now  on  the  established  price  will  be  $7.25. 
Dealers  anticipated  this  during  the  summer  and 
urged  their  customers  to  fill  their  cellars,  an 
admonition  which  was  very  generally  heeded, 
and  as  a  result  the  majority  of  the  summer 
buyers  bought  their  winter’s  supply  at  $6.75.  In¬ 
dividual  buyers  are  here  referred  to  and  the  price 
named  is  retail. 

Country  dealers  outside  Toledo  are  joining  the 
general  army  in  having  trouble  to  get  their  coal. 
Your  correspondent  has  just  finished  a  trip  to 
the  majority  of  the  smaller  towns  in  northwest¬ 
ern  Ohio  and  almost  without  exception  he  found 
dealers  crying  for  coal.  Dealers  belonging  to 
this  class  who  placed  their  orders  early  are  now 
the  favored  ones.  _  .  . 

Coke  is  looked  to  advance  in  price  but  it  is 
not  handled  extensively  in  Toledo  and  its  advance 
is  not  attracting  as  much  attention  as  otherwise. 
It  is,  however,  more  and  more  coming  into  favor 
among  furnace  owners  and  when  hard  coal  went 
to  $7.25  last  winter  many  substituted  it  for  an¬ 
thracite.  It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  same  thing 
will  be  true  this  season. 

In  handing  down  their  decision  in  the  ice  cases, 
in  which  some  local  coal  men  figure  as  defend¬ 
ants,  the  local  circuit  court  sustained  the  court 
of  common  pleas.  This  means  that  the  work- 
house  sentences  imposed  will  go  into  effect  unless 
the  supreme  court  rules  otherwise.  A  stay  in 
execution  has  been  granted  or  had  to  be  granted 
under  a  little  known  and  yet  less  used  law  m 
Ohio,  for  thirty  days,  during  which  time  steps 
may  be  taken  to  appeal  the  cases  to  the  supreme 
court. 


dlemeii,  who  do  not  and  who  will  not  sell  coal 
direct  to  individuals,  firms,  companies,  corpora¬ 
tions,  syndicates,  and  tlic  national,  state  and 
municipal  governments  (hospitals  and  charitable 
institutions  excepted — to  them,  that  they  in.ay  re¬ 
ceive  their  rebate  from  the  railroad  companies  as 
is  now  the  general  practice — ),  except  where  any 
such  consignees  are  provided  with  or  own  an  in¬ 
dividual  railroad  siding; 

Second.— That  this  resolution  is  taken  in  order 
to  protect  the  business,  not  only  of  the  members 
of  this  exchange,  but  of  all  other  retail  coal  mer¬ 
chants  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  to  prevent,  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  the 
present  tendency,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
coal-producing  companies,  individual  operators, 
commission  agents  and  middlemen,  from  selling 
any  part  of  their  production  by  or  through  the 
channels  specified  herein,  which  manner  of  sell¬ 
ing  coal,  in  the  judgment  of  this  exchaug;;,  is 
contrary  to  good  business  principles,  and  highly 
detrimental  and  demoralizing  to  the  entire  retail 
coal  business; 

Third.— That  the  secretary  of  this  exchange 
shall,  each  month,  furnish  to  the  members  of  this 
exchange  and  to  all  other  retail  coal  merchants 
in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  (who  op¬ 
erate  a  retail  coal  yard),  the  names  of  such  coal- 
producing  companies,  individual  operators,  com¬ 
mission  agents,  middlemen  or  commission  houses, 
who  disregard  the  sentiments  expressed  in  this 
resolution,  so  that  all  retail  coal  merchants  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  can  be  fully 
advised  and  guided  in  the  purchase  of  their  coal ; 

F'ourth. — That  the  secretary  of  this  exchange 
shall  mail  a  copy  of  this  resolution,  within  sixty 
days  of  its  adoption,  to  every  retail  coal  mer¬ 
chant  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia; 
he  shall  also  mail  a  copy  of  it  to  every  coal-pro¬ 
ducing  company,  individual  operator,  commis¬ 
sion  agent,  middleman  or  commission  house 
transacting  a  coal  business  in  the  said  city  and 
county,  and  that  in  mailing  said  copy  of  this 
resolution  to  each  and  every  one  specified  herein, 
he  shall  also  address  a  letter  to  each  and  every 
one  of  those  to  whom  this  resolution  is  sent  re¬ 
questing  an  indorsement  or  a  dissent  to  the  sen¬ 
timents  expressed  herein; 

Fifth. — That  if  a  reply  is  not  received  by  the 
secretary  of  this  exchange  within  thirty  davs 
after  the  date  of  mailing  said  resolution  and  let¬ 
ter,  the  party  or  parties  to  whom  said  resolution 
and  letter  were  sent  shall  be  considered  by  this 
exchange  as  dissenting  from  the  sentiments  ex¬ 
pressed  in  this  resolution; 

Sixth.— That  the  interests  of  the  retail  coal 
merchants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
can  best  be  served  and  protected  by  immediately 
reporting  to  the  secretary  of  this  exchange  every 
infraction  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  this 
resolution  (upon  blanks  furnished  by  the  ex¬ 
change  for  this  purpose),  and  by  so  doing  will 
enable  the  secretary  to  compile  such  data  in  rec¬ 
ord  form  for  the  use,  benefit  and  protection,  not 
only  of  the  members  of  this  exchange,  but  of  all 
other  retail  coal  merchants  in  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia. 

What  the  Operators  Think. 

The  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  through  Vice- 
President  Thomas  M.  Richards,  states  that : 

They  neither  approve  nor  disapprove  the  plan. 
There  are  some  old-fashioned,  as  well  as  new¬ 
fangled  laws  about  the  restraint  of  trade  wdiich 
they  do  not  propose  to  violate  in  letter  or  spirit. 

Other  operators  said  the  matter  was  too  trivial 
to  discuss. 

United  States  District  Attorney  Thompson, 
however,  did  not  look  upon  it  as  altogether  triv¬ 
ial,  and  his  words  indicated  that  the  government 
might  go  into  the  matter  to  see  if  there  were 
danger  of  the  violation  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
law. 

The  larger  operators  and  selling  agencies  have 
decided  to  fight  the  action  of  the  coal  exchange. 
.\t  an  informal  meeting  it  was  agreed  that  they 
would  continue  selling  direct  to  the  larger  con¬ 
sumers  of  the  city.  They  say  the  coal  exchange 
is  composed  of  about  sixty  of  the  retail  dealers 
of  the  city  who  are  making  this  attack  upon  the 
wholesale  interests  for  the  purpose  of  gaining 
complete  control  of  the  coal  trade  in  Philadelphia. 
To  comply  with  the  resolution  many  selling 
agents  would  be  compelled  to  close  their  offices, 
while  several  operators  would  have  to  shut  down 
their  mines. 


Coal  Exchange  Opposed. 


Members  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 
have  notified  the  operators  that  every  one  who 
sells  coal  to  any  individual,  firm,  corporation  or 
other  consumer  not  owning  its  own  railroad  sid¬ 
ing  shall  be  placed  upon  a  list  of  selling  agents 
who  will  not  be  patronized  by  the  retailers. 
Formal  notices  have  been  served  upon  the  coal 
producers  with  the  request  that  each  file  with  the 
secretary  of  the  exchange  his  acceptance  or  re¬ 
jection  of  the  proposition. 

The  notice  came  as  a  surprise  to  the  large 
number  of  operators  and  sales  agents.  Many  of 
the  larger  corporations,  hospitals,  charitable  in¬ 
stitutions  and  the  national,  state  and  municipal 
buildings  obtain  their  coal  direct  from  the  mines. 
This  custom  has  prevailed  for  years,  and  large 
consumers  have  been  enabled  to  save  great  sums 
of  money  annually. 

The  action  of  the  Coal  Exchange  was  taken 
in  the  form  of  a  resolution,  adopted  unanimously 


at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Bourse  on  September 
twenty-fourth  last. 

It  is  obvious  that  operators  should  protect  the 
interests  of  the  retailer  when  he  does  not  claim 
privileges  outside  of  his  province.  The  retailer 
is  indispensible  to  the  coal  trade  and  the  opera¬ 
tor  would  greatly  suffer  to  have  him  go  out  of 
business.  On  the  other  hand  he  has  no  claim  to 
the  vast  amount  of  wholesale  business  and  the 
large  contracts  which  the  operator  has  always 
considered  outside  the  retailers’  province.  The 
document  that  caused  all  this  discussion  was 
issued  by  the  Exchange  last  week  and  reads  as 
follows : 

First.— That  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia 
Coal  Exchange,  and  all  other  retail  coal  mei 
chants  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelpm'i. 
give  preference  in  their  purchases  of  coal,  so  far 
as  possible,  to  the  coal-producing  companies, 
individual  operators,  commission  agents  and  mid- 
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“There  was  a  time  in  this  country  when  every  mountain  stream 
was  hitched  to  mill  wheels,”  says  a  recent  writer.  The  coal  man’s 
fervent  prayer  is  that  they  may  hitch  some  of  them  to  the  coal  cars. 

If  the  freight  cars  are  loafing  twenty-three  hours  out  of  twenty- 
four,  what  can  you  expect?  The  average  velocity  is  sixty-one  miles  a 
(lay.  The  canal  boat  could  do  better  than  that.  Everyone  get  off 
and  push. 

A  l\liLWAUKEE  scientist  thinks  he  has  found  a  way  to  liquefy 
coal,  so  that  it  can  he  drawn  from  a  spigot.  Just  to  think  that  in  a 
few  years  men  will  he  saying  to  theii'  sons:  “Here,  Willie,  chase  the 
can  to  the  coal  yard  for  a  quart.” 

The  amount  of  coke  produced  in  this  country  last 
12  Million  Dollars^^^^’  previous  records.  The  increased 

Worth  oi  Coke,  value  over  1904  was  twenty-six  million  dollars. 

This  tremendous  output  was  occasioned  by  the  ex¬ 
cessive  demand  for  iron  and  steel  which  was  required  by  our  phe¬ 
nomenal  industrial  activity.  'This  great  commercial  prosperity  is  duo 
partly  to  the  unprecedented  progress  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  the 
last  analysis  the  wealth  and  jirosperity  of  the  country  originates  with 
the  rich  productions  of  the  soil.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  the  value 
(»f  coal  used  in  1904  in  the  production  of  coke  was  over  thirty-seven  mil¬ 
lion  dollars,  ivhereas  the  amount  used  in  1905  exceeded  fifty  million, 
a  difi'erence  of  thirteen  million.  This  is  thirteen  million  dollars  less 


than  the  increased  value  of  the  coke  produced.  The  price  of  coke 
during  1905  advanced  thirty  cents  per  ton,  while  coal  advanced  only 
0.2  per  cent,  or  from  $1,018  to  $1.02  per  ton.  This  explains  the  dif¬ 
ference.  Coke  during  1905  brought  on  an  average  of  $2.25  per  ton. 
or  thirty  cents  more  than  the  previous  year.  This  is  the  highest  price 
paid  for  the  product  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  1902,  during  the  fuel  famine  caused  by  the  anthracite  strike. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  compute  the  amount  of  coal  used  last 
year  in  'the  production  of  coke.  In  many  cases  the  coal  is  charged 
directly  from  the  mines  into  the  ovens  and  the  records  are  not  very 
accurate.  But  as  the  industry  becomes  better  organized  statistics  are 
more  reliable.  The  best  sources  give  the  enormous  sum  of  49,530,077 
short  tons  as  the  quantity  of  coal  used  in  the  production  of  coke  in 
1905.  This  coal,  of  cour.se,  does  not  go  into  market  at  all,  and  when 
one  considers  that  this  amount  is  as  much  coal  as  is  used  by  five  cities 
of  the  size  of  Chicago  in  a  year,  it  is  possible  to  get  some  idea  of  the 
extent  of  the  industry. 

During  1905  the  number  of  coke  ovens  increased 
Coke  Ovens  3,965,  making  a  total  of  87,564.  These  ovens  pro- 
increasing.  duced  32,231,129  tons  of  coke,  valued  at  over 
seventy-two  million  dollars.  The  number  of  hy- 
])roduct  ovens  has  been  constantly  increasing.  'I'he  number  in  ex¬ 
istence  in  1905  was  3,159.  The  average  production  of  coke  is  three 
times  as  great  from  the  by-product  oven  as  from  the  bee-hive  type. 
It  should  also  be  noted  that  74.8  of  a  ton  of  coke  requires  a  ton  of 
coal,  on  an  average,  for  its  production  by  the  by-product  process.  This 
is  a  much  larger  percentage  of  coke  than  can  be  obtained  by  the  bee¬ 
hive  process,  as  much  of  the  carbon  in  the  bee-hive  oven  is  consumed 
during  the  coking  of  the  coal.  The  average  production  of  coke  from 
coal  during  the  last  year  was  sixty-five  per  cent.  The  gas,  tar  and 
ammonia  saved  by  the  by-product  process  in  addition  to  a  greater  per¬ 
centage  of  coke  should  have  been  sufficient  inducement  for  more  manu¬ 
facturers  to  change  from  the  bee-hive  type  to  the  by-product  process, 
hut  it  appears  from  statistical  data  that  the  coke  producers  have 
been  reluctant. 

The  size  of  coal  used  in  producing  coke  consists  mostly  of  mine 
run.  In  fact  about  66%  per  cent  of  the  coal  used  is  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion.  The  domestic  demand  for  coke  is  greatly  increasing  in  many 
j)arts  of  the  country  and  many  plants  have  discontinued  making  the 
steam  sizes  and  cater  solely  to  the  domestic  trade.  The  amount  of 
coke  produced  in  Pennsylvania  during  1905  increased  thirty-eight  per 
cent,  in  West  Virginia  forty-eight  per  cent,  in  Colorado  seventy-four 
per  cent,  in  Virginia  thirty-six  per  cent,  and  in  Oliio  132  per  cent. 
'The  coke  industry  bids  fair  to  grow  stronger  and  stronger  as  the 
progress  of  the  country  is  accelerated.  The  by-product  process  is  very 
l)rofitable  and  the  demand  for  coke  is  greater  than  the  supplv. 

We  are  told  in  science  that  coal  is  buried  sun- 
The  Source  of  shine.  It  is  heat  energy  stored  away  in  the  form 

Power.  of  carbon.  When  this  carbon  burns  or  ignites 
with  oxygen,  then  heat  is  liberated  which  may  be 
transformed  into  electricity  or  the  production  of  steam. 

Thus  it  is  obvious  that  coal  is  the  source  of  mechanical  power. 
This  mechanical  power  is  indispensible  to  every  industry.  The 
clothes  we  wear,  the  food  we  eat  and  the  various  kinds  of  recreation 
which  gives  color  and  content  to  life,  could  not  exist  without  coal. 
AVe  may  then  affirm  that  coal  is  king  of  the  minerals. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  use  in  this  country  almost  a  million  tons 
every  day.  The  average  price  paid  for  this  coal  at  the  mine  is  $1.31 
a  ton  or  a  total  of  $1,310,000.  This  is  enough  money  to  pay  for  the 
board  of  five  thousand  men  for  ten  years  or  buy  out  twenty-six  banks 
worth  fifty  thousand  dollars  each.  We  can  not  comprehend  the  vast 
sum  of  wealth  which  mother  earth  gives  away  every  day.  The  powei' 
of  a  nation  depends  much  upon  the  extent  of  her  coal  deposits. 
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In  a  convention  to  promote  the  development  of 
the  industries  of  Kentucky,  a  few  remarks  on  the 
western  coal  held  of  the  state,  and  its  relations 
to  present  and  future  development  will  be  m 

order. 

The  subject  as¬ 
signed  me,  “The 
Western  Coal  Field 
o  f  Kentucky,”  i  s 
broad  enough,  sure¬ 
ly.  The  four  thou¬ 
sand  square  miles  of 
this  territory  lies  in 
the  counties  of  But¬ 
ler,  Daviess,  Han¬ 
cock,  Henderson, 
Hopkins,  McLean, 
Muhlenberg,  Ohio, 
Union  and  Webster. 

The  Ohio  river  is 
the  northern  bound¬ 
ary  of  Union,  Flen- 
derson,  Daviess  and 
Hancock  counties, 
while  Green  river 
and  its  branches 
flow  through  Henderson,  Daviess,  McLean,  Ohio 
and  Muhlenberg  counties.  Christian, 
and  Webster  are  the  only  ones  m  this  held  with¬ 
out  direct  river  connection.  '  .  ,  ,  ,  , 

All  these  counties  of  this  coal  field  are  tapped 
more  or  less  by  railroads,  principally  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville,  Illinois  Central  and  the  Louis¬ 
ville,  St.  Louis  &  Texas.  New  railroads  are 
also  being  built  in  various  parts  of  the  held. 

Cheap  Transportation. 

Theoretically,  the  rivers  are  the  natural  and 
cheapest  arteries  of  transportation  for  the  lar^ 
est  part  of  this  coal  field;  but  practically  little 
coal  is  so  shipped.  A  few  thousand  tons  are 
transported  annually  on  Green  river;  a  lar^ei 
amount  on  the  Ohio  river  from  mines  in  Unio 
countv  The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  with 
mines  in  Union  and  Webster  counties,  is  now 
preparing  to  ship  largely  via  the  Ohio  nver  to 

Mississippi  river  points.  . 

For  successful  river  transpcrtation  of  coal  good 
harbors  are  necessary  for  the  loading  and  stor¬ 
ing  of  coal  boats  and  barges,  and  natural  harbors 
are  very  scarce  on  the  Ohio,  adjacent  to  the 
western  coal  field.  At  the  mouth  of  Green  river, 
in  Henderson  county,  is  found  one  such  harboi. 
Another  is  in  the  mouth  of  Tennessee  river,  at 

The  Ohio  river  is  subject  to  great  extremes  of 
hieh  and  low  water.  During  the  winter  much 
ice  is  made,  and  at  times  causes  entire  suspension 
of  navigation,  '1  his  is  the  time  \yhen  coal  tip¬ 
ples  and  fleets  require  natural  or  artificial  har 
i;ors  for  protection. 

At  Pittsburg,  coal  fleets  are  protected  by  slack- 
water  rivers  and  artificial  barriers.  The  lower 
Ohio  at  times  is  so  low  that  only  very  light  draft 
boats  navigate,  and  it  is  not  possible  move 
coal  fleets  to  the  deeper  waters  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river.  While  our  western  Kentucky  coal 
field  is  one  thousand  miles  nearer  New  Qrleans 
by  river  than  is  Pittsburg  coal,  which  largely  sup¬ 
plies  the  Mississippi  river  markets,  a  coal  boat 
stage  of  water  is  rare  indeed  that  does  not  orig¬ 
inate  with  the  waters  of  the  upper  Ohio,  the 
coal  fleets  from  Pittsburg  coming  down  the  river 
with  the  rising  water,  and  reaching  Cairo  almost 
as  soon  as  the  high  water. 

The  writer’s  experience  during  several  years, 
with  river  transportation  of  western  KentucKy 
coal  from  a  harbor  on  the  Tennessee  river, 
twenty  miles  above  Paducah  to  Mississippi  nver 
points,  including  Memphis  and  New  Orleans, 
demonstrated  the  fact  that  ordinarily  coalboats 
and  barges  loaded  in  the  above  Tennessee  river 
harbor  could  rarely  reach  Mississippi  river  points 
in  advance  of  fleets  from  Pittsburg,  starting  on 
the  same  rise. 


.\ddress  prepared  for  delivery  1)efore  the  Stale  Ilevclop- 
ment  convention. 


the  Coal  Fields  in  Western  Kentucky.* 
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Until  the  Ohio  river  is  locked  and  dammed, 
and  parts  of  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi  be¬ 
tween  Cairo  and  Memphis  improved,  the  western 
Kentucky  coal  field  has  but  little  or  no  advantage 
over  the  Pittsburg  field. 

Numerous  Veins  of  Coal. 

There  are  numerous  veins  of  coal  in  the  west¬ 
ern  field.  The  uppermost  one.  No.  12,  or  A,  is 
worked  but  little,  the  quality  of  the  coal  varies 
much,  and  so  far  it  has  proved  of  little  com¬ 
mercial  value.  In  thickness,  this  vein  varies  from 
four  feet  to  five  feet.  It  lies  closely  about  No. 
n,  or  B,  vein,  but  rolls  much,  at  times  being 
within  two  feet  of  No.  11,  and  then  rises  to 
twelve  feet  or  more  above  it.  The  miner  in  this 
vein  finds  a  bad  roof  and  a  very  irregular  bot¬ 
tom,  full  of  swamps,  making  drainage  expensive. 
The  coal  is  high  in  ash  and  sulphur,  but  is  a 
coking  coal,  and  makes  coke  of  a  fair  structure. 

The  next  vein.  No.  11,  or  B,  is  extensively 
worked,  the  coal  being  very  uiiiform  in  character 
in  the  various  openings  in  the  field.  The  ash  from 
clean  coal  from  this  vein  would  average  froin 
five  to  six  per  cent.  The  upper  part  of  this  vein 
contains  coal  of  only  two  and  one-half  per  cent 
of  ash,  but  with  two  and  one-half  per  cent  sul¬ 
phur. 

This  vein  varies  in  thickness  from  six  feet  six 
inches  to  eight  feet.  This  extreme  thickness  is 
rare,  however.  The  roof  is  much  affected  by 
the  nearness  of  No.  12  above  it.  Limestone,  at 
times,  makes  the  roof,  which  then  is  excellent, 
but  slate  oftener  forms  the  roof,  which  then  re¬ 
quires  much  propping.  The  large  size  of  this 
vein  does  away  with  taking  down  the  roof  for 
traffic  entries,  that  a  smaller  entails  and  coal  can 
probably  be  mined  more  cheaply  m  this  vein 
than  in  any  other  in  the  field. 

Excellent  Steam  and  Domestic  Coal. 

The  coal  is  excellent  for  steam  and  domestic 
purposes.  As  a  grate  coal  it  will  keep  fire  with 
three  or  four  lumps  readily,  enabling  one  to  have 
a  small  or  large  fire  as  desired,  and  the  prudent 
housekeeper  can  keep  a  fire  the  entire  season 
with  little  trouble.  This  is  one  of  the  features 
of  veins  Nos.  11  and  9,  in  the  western  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  field  the  readiness  with  which  the  fire 
can  be  regulated.  With  draft  shut  off,  the  fire 
does  not  go  out,  but  slow  combustion  takes  place, 
a  slow  fire  made  in  a  grate  keeping  fire  f9r 
twenty-four  hours.  With  some  experience  m 
burning  English,  French  and  Belgium  coals,  as 
well  as  our  own,  I  have  never  found  this  feature 
of  Nos.  11  and  9  coals  equaled. 

Vein  10,  or  C,  is  irregular,  and  has  not  been 
worked  to  any  extent. 

Vein  9,  or  D,  is  the  most  extensively  worked 
of  all  the  veins  in  the  western  field.  It  varies 
from  four  feet  four  inches  to  five  feet  three 
inches  in  thickness.  Is  very  uniform  in  its 
physical  and  chemical  properties  over  the  entire 
field.  When  properly  prepared  for  market,  this 
coal  should  not  contain  over  eight  to  nine  per 
cent  ash.  This  vein  is  from  seventy  to  ninety 
feet  below  No.  11  and  lies  very  uniformly  with 
it,  both  veins  being  free  from  swamps  or  rolls, 
thus  differing  from  all  the  other  veins  in  the 
field. 

Veins  B  and  D  can  be  called  the  commercial 
veins  of  the  western  coal  field.  The  next  vein 
below  is  No.  8,  or  E,  and  is  but  a  few  inches 
thick.  • 

Vein  7,  or  F,  is  unknown. 

Vein  6,  or  G,  worked  at  DeKoven  on  the  edge 
of  the  coal  field,  is  about  three  feet  thick.  The 
coal  is  excellent  where  opened  at  DeKoven. 

Vein  5,  or  H,  also  worked  at  DeKoven,  is  four 
feet  thicl^ 

Vein  4,  or  I,  supposed  to  be  the  Maniiington 
vein,  is  very  regular  in  thickness  and  very  vari¬ 
able  in  physcial  and  chemical  conditions. 

Veins  3,  or  J,  and  2,  or  K,  are  not  worked  to 
any  extent,  and  are  but  little  known. 

Vein  1,  or  L,  is  worked  at  Empire,  Mud  river 
and  Aberdeen,  a  vein  from  two  feet  to  three  and 


one-half  feet  in  thickness;  a  most- excellent  coal 
where  worked  at  the  three  places  named  above. 
.\1I  the  veins  below  9,  or  D,  are  very  irregular 
in  jiliysical  and  chemical  conditions.  At  differ¬ 
ent  places  in  the  vein,  a  hundred  feet  often  show¬ 
ing  greatly  increased  ash  and  sulphur  in  the 
coal,  preventing  prudent  men  from  making  large 
investments  in  mining  operations,  in  all  the 
veins  below  No.  9,  or  D.  My  investigations  of 
the  openings  in  vein  No.  1,  or  L,  indicate  that 
the  good  coal  of  this  vein  lies  in  pockets  or  very 
limited  areas,  and  while  my  company  owns  a 
large  acreage  covering  this  vein,  I  have  so  far 
declined  to  open  mines  in  it. 

Coking  Coals. 

Most  of  the  coals  found  in  the  Western  Ken¬ 
tucky  field  are  coking  coals,  and  readily  coke  in 
the  bee-hive  oven.  The  two  most  regular  and 
valuable  veins  of  coal  so  far  developed  in  this 
field,  B  and  D,  vary  but  little  chemically  and 
physically  at  the  various  openings  in  Hopkins, 
Ohio,  Muhlenberg,  Webster  and  Union  counties. 

Vein  B,  after  being  crushed  and  thoroughly 
washed,  averages  five  to  six  per  cent  ash,  2.900 
sulphur  in  the  coal.  Vein  D  under  same  condi¬ 
tions  shows  six  to  seven  per  cent  ash  and  2.500 
per  cent  sulphur. 

It  is  the  sulphur  in  all  the  coals  in  this  field 
that  causes  trouble  in  the  coke.  That  which  is 
chemically  combined  with  the  coal,  and  may  be 
termed  organic  sulphur;  and  this  cannot  be  sep¬ 
arated  by  washing.  The  pyrites  can  be  eliminated 
without  great  difficulty  by  washing.  The  coals  of 
this  field  are  different  from  ordinary  coking 
coals,  in  the  fact  that  the  reduction  of  ash,  after 
a  certain  condition  is  reached,  does  not  reduce 
the  sulphur. 

Testing  the  lower  veins,  at  one  opening  is 
found  coal  that  will  make  coke  with  7.372  per 
cent  ash  and  1.482  per  cent  sulphur,  while  at  an¬ 
other  opening  in  the  same  vein,  but  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  feet  away,  the  coke  made  from  the  coal  will 
show  8.893  per  cent  ash  and  2.55G  per  cent  sul¬ 
phur.  Still  another  opening  will  show  18.542  per 
cent  ash  and  2.567  per  cent  sulphur.  The  best 
results  obtained  from  the  lower  veins  gave  in 
the  coke  4.953  per  cent  ash  and  1.168  per  cent 
sulphur.  Could  this  limit  of  ash  and  sulphur  be 
maintained,  then  would  this  field  take  a  high 
position  as  a  producer  of  coke  equal  to  the  best 
for  metallurgical  purposes,  its  nearness  to  the 
great  markets  giving  it  great  advantages.  But 
the  great  uncertainty  of  the  quality  of  the  coal 
in  these  lower  veins  will  possibly  prevent  any 
extended  development  for  coking  purposes,  the 
good  coal  of  today  running  into  very  inferior 
coal  of  tomorrow. 

Extensive  Machine  Mining. 

About  seventy  per  cent  of  the  coal  of  this 
field  is  mined  by  machines.  The  Harrison,  the 
Ingersoll,  Sargeant  and  the  Sullivan  punch  air 
machines  are  used.  The  Jeffreys,  Sullivan,  Good¬ 
man  and  Morgan-Gardiner  electric  machines  are 
also  used.  Mining  is  done  by  the  room  and 
pillar  system. 

Twelve  years  ago  I  read  a  paper  before  the 
Engineers’  and  Architects’  Club,  of  Louisville,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

“The  markets  of  the  Western  coal  field  are 
limited,  meeting  Alabama  and  Tennessee  coal 
on  the  south  and  west,  while  on  the  north  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  coals  hold  sway.  On  the  east 
Louisville  marks  the  boundary:  hence,  there  can 
be  no  great  or  rapid  development  of  the  Western 
field  unless  the  coke  that  can  be  made  from  the 
coal  is  required  to  make  iron  from  the  brown 
ores  of  Western  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

“There  are  now  mines  enough  open  and  in 
operation  to  furnish  three  tons  of  coal  for  each 
two  tons  the  market  requires,  a  condition  of  af¬ 
fairs  usually  disagreeable  to  stockholders  and 
managers  of  coal  companies,  but  correspondingly 
advantageous  to  the  ‘dear  public’ — a  condition 
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that  will  always  exist,  but  which  is  invariably 
ignored  by  the  average  legislator,  who  insists  at 
each  term  of  the  legislature  that  ‘something  is 
wrong  somewhere,  and  it  must  be  the  coal  men,’ 
and  he  henceforth  produces  most  wonderful  bills 
to  regulate  the  offensive  individual  with  the  rest 
of  creation,  believing  he  can  legislate  thrift  into 
the  shiftless  and  industry  into  the  man  born 
tired.” 

‘J'hcse  woi^s  written  twelve  years  ago  fitly 
apply  to  the  conditions  of  today.  To  our  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Alabama  competitors  on  the  west  are 
added  Arkansas  and  Illinois  coals,  while  we  meet 
in  Louisville,  not  only  our  old  competitors,  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  eastern  Kentucky,  but  find  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia  coals. 

Supply  Over  Demand. 

Compared  with  twelve  years  ago,  the  mines  are 
developed  for  twice  the  tonnage  the  markets  can 
buy,  as  is  well  illustrated  by  the  car  allotment 
made  a  short  time  ago  by  a  coal-carrying  railroad 
in  this  field.  This  railroad  made  a  daily  allot¬ 
ment  to  the  mines  of  12,090  tons,  which  means 
the  mines  could  produce  3,600,000  tons  yearly. 
This  road  hauled  from  these  mines  in  1905  but 
1,640,000  tons,  and  fully  supplied  the  market.  As 
was  the  case  twelve  years  ago,  the  vigilant  Icg- 
islator_  still  looks  after  the  coal  man,  but  has 
made  indifferent  success  in  making  the  lazy  man 
industrious  and  the  shiftless  thrifty. 

The  hope  expressed  in  the  former  writing  that 
the  coke  from  this  field  would  be  called  on  to 
make  iron  from  the  brown  ores  of  Kentucky  and 
lennessee  has  not  been  realized.  The  two  char¬ 
coal  furnaces  built  at  Grand  Rivers  some  years 
ago  by  the  Grand  Rivers  Co.,  proved  a  failure, 
the  cost  of  iron  being  too  great.  These  furn- 
aep  about  three  years  ago  were  built  to  burn 
coke  and  made  iron  for  a  time  with  Virginia 
coke.  It  soon  became  evident  that  the  adjacent 
brown  ores  were  too  costly  to  mine,  and  the 
project  was  abandoned,  at  least  for  the  present. 
Efforts  were  rnade  by  the  new  company  to  find 
a  suitable  coking  coal  for  iron  making  in  this 
field  with  little  success. 

A  furnace  at  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  is  now  making 
iron  from  Tennessee  brown  ores  with  coke  from 
Virginia.  West  Kentucky  coke  from  veins  Nos. 
9  and  J1  was  used  in  this  furnace  soon  after  it 
was  built  to  the  extent  of  one-third  .the  coking 
charge,  and  excellent  iron  made,  but  two  and 
one-half  per  cent  to  two  and  three-fourths  per 
cent  sulphur  in  the  coke  was  so  persistent  that 
the  furnace  people  were  frightened,  and  this  coke 
was  abandoned. 

Coke  Making, 

The  only  coke  made  in  this  field  is  from 
washed  slack,  which  otherwise  would  be  a  waste 
product.  There  are  twenty  beehive  ovens  in 
Union  county  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  in 
Hopkins.  The  coke  has  a  fine,  strong  physical 
structure,  capable  of  carrying  any  modern  furn¬ 
ace  burden,  with  ash  ranging  from  twelve  per 
cent  to  fifteen  per  cent,  with  sulphur  two  and 
one-half  per  cent  to  two  and  three-fourths  per 
cent,  and  with  simply  a  trace  of  phosphorus.  It 
takes  two  tons  of  washed  slack  to  make  one  ton 
of  coke.  The  coke  is  used  in  the  copper  and 
silver_  smelters  and  in  lead  smelting.  It  is  also 
used  in  making  water  gas  and  in  some  industries 
for  heat.  The  market  has  not  yet  developed 
what  would  make  it  profitable  to  use  mine  run 
coal,  crushed  and  washed,  for  coke  making.  The 
increasing  use  of  automatic  stokers,  however, 
makes  continually  greater  demands  on  slack  coal 
for  steam  purposes,  and  the  time  may  soon  come 
when  the  ovens  now  built  will  have  to  crush 
mine  run  coal,  if  the  price  of  coke  will  warrant. 

Slack  coal  contains  eight  to  fifteen  per  cent  re¬ 
movable  dirt  and  must  be  washed  before  coking. 
Good  practice  removes  from  one  hundred  tons  of 
slack  containing  ten  per  cent  dirt  at  least  eight 
and  one-half  tons  dirt,  the  washed  coal  bin  get¬ 
ting  eighty-eight  and  one-half  tons  of  clean  coal 
with  one  and  one-half  tons  dirt,  while  the  waste 
bank  gets  eight  and  one-half  tons  of  dirt  and 
one  and  one-half  tons  of  coal.  The  dirt  thrown 
into  the  waste  bank  carries  ten  per  cent  sulphur 
in  the  shape  of  iron  pyrites. 

Kentucky  Output. 

The  following  table  gives  the  output  of  the 
Western  Kentucky  field  from  1888  to  1905,  in¬ 


clusive,  with  the  gains  and  losses  shown  in 
periods  of  six  years : 


Year.  Tons,  output.  Tons. 

1888— 1,236,18.5— 

1889—  1,1 09,.570— Loss  .  66,608 

1890—  1,299,797— Gam  .  130,221 

1891 —  1,. 580,795 — Gain  . 280,998 

1892—  1,719,809— Gain  . 139  014 

1893—  1,791,201— Gain  .  71,452 
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21.6 
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For  six  years  the  average  increase  of  tonnage 
was  92,513  tons  per  year. 

Year.  Tons,  output.  Tons.  P.  C. 

1894 —  1,806,906 — Gain  .  15,705  0.9 

1895 —  1,784.278 — Loss  .  22,688  ■  1.3 

1896 —  1,762,461 — Loss  .  21  817  1  2 

1897—  2,114,571— Gain  . 352,110  2o!o 

1898 —  2,071,070 — Loss  .  43,501  2.0 

1899 —  2,704,564 — Gain  . 669,494  24.0 

bor  six  years  the  average  increase  of  tonnage 
was  158,217  tons  per  year. 


Year.  Tons,  output. 

1 900—  2,933,398— Gain 

1901—  3,071,650— Gain 

1902—  3,644,315— Gain 

1903—  4,213,504— Gain 

1904—  4,121,564  — Loss 

1905—  4,081,457— Gain 


Tons. 
.192,834 
.  138,252 
.  572,605 
.509,189 
.  91,940 
.  559,893 


P.  C. 
6.0 
4.0 
16.0 
12.0 
2.0 
11.0 


For  six  years  the  average  increase  of  tonnage 
was  323,964  per  year,  or  an  average  increase  of 
tonnage  for  eighteen  years  of  eight  and  one- 
quarter  per  cent  per  year. 

Compared  with  West  Virginia  and  some  other 
states,  the  growth  of  the  output  of  this  field  is 
slow,  being  only  the  natural  increase  of  circum¬ 
scribed  markets.  Louisville,  Nashville  and  Mem¬ 
phis  are  practically  the  only  large  cities  reached, 
the  markets  are  practically  south  of  the  Ohio  river 
and  ea.st  of  the  Mississippi. 


Shipping  by  Water. 

Efforts  are  now  being  made  by  one  large  coal 
company  to  ship  by  river  to  all  Mississippi  river 
points,  from  St.  Louis  to  New  Orleans.  If  this 
effort  is  a  success  financially,  it  will  greatly  en¬ 
large  the  markets  of  this  field.  It  is  very  pos¬ 
sible  that  when  the  Panama  canal  is  opened 
Western  Kentucky  coal  will  find  a  market  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  even  on  the  Pacific 
coast. 

In  one  hundred  years  we  have  practically  de¬ 
stroyed  our  great  forests,  and  now  face  a  timber 
famine.  All  other  states  have  been  as  prodigal 
as  ourselves.  Our  legislators,  our  newspapers,  our 
public  men  have  not  realized  that  we  have  been 
drawing  on  this  bank  of  nature  for  one  hundred 
years,  and  made  no  effort  to  replenish  the  deposit. 

Bankruptcy  is  inevitable,  unless  we  protect  the 
forests  remaining,  and  plant  new  ones. 


50,000  Million  Tons  of  Coal. 

Estimating  the  combined  thickness  of  the 
workable .  coal  veins  in  the  Western  Kentucky 
field  at  twenty  feet  twenty  inches,  we  have  fifty 
thousand  million  tons  of  coal  in  this  bank  of  na¬ 
ture.  With  the  knowledge  that  with  the  present 
output  of  coal  it  will  take  ten  thousand  years  to 
exhaust  the  deposits,  we  need  feel  little  concern 
of  bankruptcy,  even  though  we  cannot  grow  coal 
as  we  can  forests.  But  with  an  annual  increase 
of  output  of  ten  per  cent,  this  great  coal  heritage 
will  last  but  one  hundred  years. 

What  a  heritage  is  this  coal,  enough  to  supply 
the  entire  United  States,  at  the  present  rate  of 
consumption,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
years.  The  labor  cost  of  producing  a  ton  of 
coal  is  about  sixty  cents. 

The  Western  Kentucky  field  in  1905  paid  out 
in  wages  $2,800,000.  Hopkins  county  alone  paid 
out  $1,200,000.  To  exhaust  our  heritage  would 
take  thirty  thousand  millions  of  dollars  in  wages. 

Probably  the  time  will  never  come  when  coal 
will  be  produced  more  cheaply  than  now.  Wood 
and  iron  are  necessary  in  coal  mining.  The 
former  will  never  be  cheap.  It  takes  one  hun¬ 
dred  years  to  grow  a  white  oak  twelve  inches  in 
diameter  as  a  forest  tree. 

^  Iron  ore,  once  exhausted,  can  never  be  replaced. 
Even  now  we  can  figure  on  the  time  when  the 
known  deposits  in  the  United  States  will  be 
largely  used  up. 

To  produce  one  milliou  tons  of  coal  in  Hop¬ 
kins  county  in  1905  over  two  million  five  hundred 
feet  B.  M.  of  timber  was  used,  or  two  and  one- 
half  feet  B.  M.  to  each  ton  of  coal. 

Of  the  timber,  1,057.000  feet  B.  M.  was  sawed 
stuff,  largely  oak,  for  timbering  the  mines,  for 
tram  roads,  ties,  brattices,  pit  wagons,  etc.,  while 
1,501,000  feet  B.  M.  was  principally  for  props  and 


caps  used  in  supporting  the  roof,  made  with  saw 
and  ax,  largely  out  of  timber  of  small  commer¬ 
cial  value. 

A  fair  estimate  of  timber  cost  per  ton  of  coal 
would  be  three  cents,  as  against  seven  and  a  half 
cents  in  the  anthracite  mines  of  Pennsylvania ' 


Soft  Coal  Production  in 
Pennsylvania. 


Pennsylvania’s  production  of  soft  coal,  last 
year,  amounted  to  119,361,514  tons.  Of  this 
amount,  77,867,141  tons,  or  65.4  per  cent,  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  thirty-eight  companies,  as  follows: 


Companies —  Tons. 

I’ittsburRh  Coal  Co . 11,701,721 

11.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co . 11,224,876 

Monon.  River  Con.  C.  &  C.  Co .  4,963,702 

Berwind-White  C.  M.  Co .  4,209,404 

Rochester  &  Pitts.  C.  &  I.  Co .  3,601,564 

Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  3,191,226 

Jefferson  &  Clear.  C.  &  I.  Co . 2,543,666 

Vesta  Coal  Co .  2,132,071 

Beech  Creek  C.  &  C.  Co .  2,069,735 

Westmoreland  Coal  .  1,969,611 

Penna.  Coal  &•  Coke  Co .  1,844,139 

Jamison  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  1,823,959 

W.  J.  Rainey  .  1,812,445 

Clearfield  Bitum.  Coal  Corp .  1,727,762 

Cambria  Steel  Co .  1,652,843 

N'.  Y.  &  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Co .  1,637,274 

Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  1,610,019 

Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  .  1,430,418 

Somerset  Coal  Co .  1,377,631 

Kllsworth  Coal  Co .  1,321.628 

United  Coal  Co .  1,303,952 

Oliver  &  Snyder  Steel  Co .  1,152,006 

Pittsburgh-Buffalo  Co .  1,098,464 

Penn  Gas  Coal  Co .  1,064,024 

Rembrandt  Peale  .  846,694 

National  Mining  Co .  80l!o75 

Hecla  Coke  Co .  796,178 

Cowanshannock  C.  &  C.  Co .  788,120 

Northwestern  M.  &  Ex.  Co .  777,209 

Loyal  Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co .  636,672 

Youghiougheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co .  636,672 

Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Coal  Co .  621,563 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  Inc .  606,780 

Great  Lakes  Coal  Co .  598,159 

Merchants’  Coal  Co .  589,476 

Hostetter-Connells.  Coke  Co .  588,422 

Latrobe-Connells.  C.  &  C.  Co .  579,220 

Morrisdale  Coal  Co .  545  097 


Employes. 
16,398 
15,796 
7,125 
5,554 
4,155 
3,243 
3,225 
1,734 
2,840 
2,038 
3,143 
1,629 
2,543 
2,276 
1,981 
2,026 
1,296 
1,585 
1,921 
1,469 
1,357 
1.412 
1,165 
1,185 
1  214 
733 
975 
900 
1,392 
939 
939 
595 
926 
951 
762 
1,004 
1,284 
945 


Totals 


77,867,141  100,531 


Foreign  Freight  RoLtes. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  New  York,  report  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

The  freight  market  continues  to  advance,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  tonnage  scarcity  and  the  accumulating 
export  coal  orders.  This  scarcity  of  tonnage  is 
caused  principally  by  the  unexpectedly  active  de¬ 
mand  for  Black  Sea  tonnage,  and  the  fact  that 
the  time  charterers  allowed  the  majority  of  their 
charters  to  lapse  some  months  ago,  and  steamers 
under  their  new  charters  will  not  be  delivered  to 
them  until  the  latter  part  of  December.  The  im¬ 
proved  conditions  in  the  River  Plate  have  also 
prevented  tonnage  from  leaving  there  for  the 
United  States  in  ballast.  The  Black  Sea  fleet  will 
probably  not  arrive  here  until  the  latter  part  of 
December  or  early  January,  and  it  would  seem 
to  us  as  if  the  present  rates  would  continue 
through  November  and  probably  through  half  or 
all  of  December. 

The  only  export  coal  charter  during  the  past 
week  was  the  steamer  Active,  296  tons,  register- 
from  Philadelphia  to  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  at  $3. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.30@1.60  to  Havana  or  ^latanzas;  $2 
@2.10  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.65@1.75  to  Cien- 
fuegos;  $1.75@1.85  to  Daiquiri;  $1.85@1.95  to 
Santiago;  $1.80@1.90  to  Colon;  $1.90@2  to  Port 
of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2@2.10  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.75 
@1.85  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90@2  to  Barbados;  $1.70 
@1.80  to  Kingston;  $1.45@1.55  and  p.  c.  to  Cura¬ 
cao;  $2.60  to  Demerara;  $1.90@2  to  Bermuda; 
$1.75  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.75  to  Tampico;  17@18s  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  18@19s  to  Rosario;  17@lSs  to 
Rio:  18@19s  to  Santos;  12@13s  to  a  direct  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast 
of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $6.50  and  discharged,  to 
Manila;  $6.75  to  Japanese  ports. 

V 

We  have  taken  your  paper  for  a  number  of 
years  and  our  candid  opinion  is  that  no  coal 
man  can  afford  to  be  without  it  The  market 
letter  alone  is  well  worth  the  $3.00  a  year,  and 
the  personal  and  trade  items  give  the  progressive 
dealer  invaluable  information  and  acquaintance. — 
Beloit  Lumber  Co.,  Beloit,  Wis. 
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The  Subterranean  Coal  World. 

Interesting  Information  of  How  a  Coal  Mine  is  Operated.  Which  Should  Be  of  Special 

Value  to  the  Retail  Coal  Dealer. 


Comparatively  few  retail  coal  dealers  know 
much  about  coal  mines  or  how  they  are  worked. 
Many  have  not  so  much  as  seen  a  mine,  except 
to  the  extent  of  casting  a  disinterested  glance 
toward  its  dark  entrance  or  ungainly  coal  tip¬ 
ple.  Despite  the  fact  that  they  live  either 
over  or  near  vast  acreage  of  active  coal  lands, 
few  could  satisfy  a  casual  inquirer  as  to  whal 
a  mine  looks  like  or  how  the  work  is  prose- 
cuted. 

Agreed  there  is  enough  on  the  surface  of  the 
globe  without  prying  into  what  goes  on  under¬ 
neath.  But  considering  that  all  industrial  wealth 
comes  out  of  the  earth  and  especially  that  the 
mining  industry  has  always  been  a  potent  factor 
in  this  city’s  prosperity,  should  give  the  subject  of 
working  mines  a  favorable  reception. 

Coal  mining  as  to  its  methods  of  operation  is 
an  engineering  enterprise.  It  has  always  been 
such,  but  .with  added  precision  with  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  engineering  instruments.  In  early  days 
mining  must  have  been  done  at  random,  owing 
to  crudeness  of  method  necessitated  by  lack  of 
devices.  And  yet  the  ancients  were  successful 
in  extracting  great  quantities  of  minerals.  It  is 
still,  however,  a  reasonable  conjecture  that  much 
ore  remains  in  the  mines  which  poured  gold  and 
silver  into  the  treasuries  of  historic  empires. 
However,  it  may  be  that  the  ancients  were  as 
proficient  in  engineering  as  the  delvers  of  today. 

Mining  of  the  Ancients. 

So  much  is  coming  to  light  concerning  at¬ 
tainments  of  people  of  antquity,  by  scholarly  re¬ 
search,  that  it  would  not  be  surprising  to  learn 
that  the  inventive  genius  of  today  is  only  repro¬ 
ducing  much  known  to  them.  What  they  used 
as  a  guide  to  bearings  in  mining  is  not  definitely- 
known.  It  may  have  been  the  compass._  Investi¬ 
gation  has  shown  them  to  have  established  me¬ 
ridians.  The  great  pyramid  of  Egypt  is  said  to 
describe  a  north  and  south  line.  Magnetic  at¬ 
traction  was  known  to  the  Chinese  two  thousand 
six  hundred  j^ears  B.  C.  The  compass  was  used 
by  Chinese  mariners  in  300  A.  D.  Chapter  twen¬ 
ty-eight  of  the  Book  of  Job  gives  an  idea  of  the 
mining  of  the  ancients  according  to  Conant’s 
translation:  “For  there  is  a  vein  for  the  silver 
and  a  place  for  the  gold,  which  they  refine.  Iron 
is  taken  out  of  the  dust,  and  stone  is  fused  into 
copper.  He  drives  a  shaft  away  from  man’s 
abode;  forgotten  of  the  foot  they  swing  sus¬ 
pended  from  men.” 

While  coal  is  known  to  have  been  used  in 
Briton  before  the  invasion  by  Julius  Csesar,  the 
first  record  of  selling  coal  is  in  850  A.  D.,  when 
a  receipt  was  given  by  the  abbey  of  Peters- 
borough  for  twelve  cart  loads.  Coal  was  first 
mined  in  England,  so  far  as  records  go,  in  1180 
A.  D.  The  compass,  as  we  know  it,  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  mine  work  until  the  invention  of  the 
transit.  This  instrument,  in  a  sense  a  highly  im¬ 
proved  compass,  takes  the  place  of  its  prede¬ 
cessor. 

Queer  Ideas  About  the  Transit. 

The  transit  has  the  appearance  of  a  compli¬ 
cated  piece  of  mechanism,  hard  to  manipulate. 
In  the  minds  of  many  it  is  looked  upon  as  being 
a  revealer  of  mysterious  sights,  could  their  eager 
eyes  have  opportunity  of  peeping  through  its 
telescope.  It  is  common,  while  surveying  coal 
territory,  for  engineers  to  be  asked  how  looking 
through  this  instrument  enables  them  to  see  coal. 
The  instrument  is  conceived  of  by  many  as  hav¬ 
ing  the  magical  power  of  penetrating  earth’s 
formations  and  discovering  the  location  of  her 
treasures. 

Coal  land  is  not  developed  by  merely  sending 
men  to  dig  out  the  mineral  where  they  may 
chance  to  find  it.  Method  predominates  in  all 
lines,  and  also  in  this.  A  surface  survey  of  the 
entire  tract  must  be  made.  As  a  starting  point  a 
true  north  and  south  line  must  be  liad.  Can 
such  a  line  he  found  in  the  vicinity,  it  is  pro¬ 
longed  or  “carried  over.”  This  is  known  as  the 
meridian  line.  But  if  no  meridian  has  been 
fixed  near  enough  to  be  conveniently  used,  one 


must  be  established  by  observing  the  north  star. 
The  instrument  employed  is  the  transit. 

The  meridian  fixed,  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
tract  are  run  and  marked  by  permanent  corner 
stones.  Fixing  the  boundary  line  is  highly  im¬ 
portant,  as  a  few  feet  encroachment  beyond  it 
may  mean  illegal  appropriation  of  thousands  of 
dollars  worth  of  coal.  Roads,  streets,  streanp, 
car  tracks,  buildings,  everything  within  the  limits 
is  located  relative  to  the  boundary  line.  A 
chief  feature  of  the  outside  survey  is  the  location 
of  outcrop,  places  where  the  coal  appears  on  or 
near  the  surface.  A  survey  of  such  proportions, 
especially  when  it  embraces  many  thousand  acres, 
continues  for  years  after  the  mine  has  been  in 
operation.  When  sufficient  of  it  has  been  run, 
the  work  of  making  the  opening  and  taking  out 
coal  commences. 

Underground  Surveys. 

The  underground  survey  is  continued  from  a 
line  of  the  outside  one.  In  fact  the  underneath 
lines  are  the  surface  lines  lowered  in  a  perpp- 
dicular  plane  to  be  used  as  reference  for  running 
others  at  desired  angles.  Hence  operators  can 
ascertain  at  every  turn  what  spot  of  surface  they 
are  under,  the  directions  in  which  to  dig  for  coal, 
and  when  they  have  reached  the  boundary.  More¬ 
over,  the  “cover,”  or  distance  between  the  mine 
and  the  surface  being  known  at  every  point,  the 
undermining  of  large  buildings  and  paved  streets 
and  the  accidents  which  might  follow  can  be 
prevented.  The  cover  measures  anywhere  from 
ten  feet  into  hundreds.  There  is  little  danger 
of  a  cave-in  where  it  is  thick,  _  on  account  of 
the  usual  presence  of  rock  formations. 

The  mine  is  opened  by  slope  or  shaft.  The 
shaft  method  is  avoided  if  possible,  because  of 
its  expense  and  the  disadvantage  of  hoisting  the 
coal.  Even  when  the  mine  is  accessible  by  slope, 
it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  bore  a  shaft  at  some 
point  through  which  to  pump  out  water,  which 
would  otherwise  put  the  mine  out  of  operation. 
The  slope  is  driven  ten  or  twelve  feet  \yide 
through  the  coal,  in  a  straight  line  if  possible, 
on  aggrade  that  will  carry  cars  down  by  their 
own  gravity.  At  the  same  time  streets  are  cut 
through  to  the  right  and  left,  making  cities  as 
large  and  systematically  h-t.d  out  .as  Pittsburg. 

Laid  Out  Like  Cities. 

What  we  call  streets  the  miner  calls  head- 
inss.  Our  blind  alleys  are  his  rooms;  our  alleys 
his  cross-cuts.  There  are  also  streets,  _  known 
in  a  mine  as  air  courses,  to  which  there  is  noth¬ 
ing  on  the  surface  to  correspond.  They  run 
parallel  with  the  headings  at  about  fifty  feet 
distant  and  are  connected  with  them  by_  cross¬ 
cuts.  Other  peculiarities  of  the  coal  mine  are 
the  hrettice  and  trap.  The  former  is  a  brick  or 
wooden  partition  built  across  headings,  air  courses 
and  rooms  to  keep  the  air  from  escaping  from  por¬ 
tions  of  a  mine  where  it  is  needed  into  parts 
already  ventilated  or  abandoned.  The  trap  is  a 
door  hung  on  hinges,  its  use  the  same  as  the 
hrettice.  It  is  constructed  across  haulage  roads. 
Boys,  called  “trappers,”  see  that  they  are  not 
left  open  unnecessarily.  The  “trapper”  often  en¬ 
dures  a  lonely  life.  Perhaps  but  four  trains 
and  a  few  miners  pass  him  during  the  day. 
He  may  be  alone  for  hours,  in  the  dim  flicker  of 
his  lamp,  with  nothing  to  break  the  silence  but  a 
rat,  which  now  and  then  runs  by. 

In  a  big  vein  the  roof  is  high,  enabl.ng  the 
miner  to  stand  erect  while  digging,  with  plenty  of 
room  to  load  his  coal  into  the  cars.  Many 
rooms  are  large  enough  to  admit  of  three  to  four 
workmen  without  retarding  each  other. 

Engineers  Busy  All  the  Time. 

The  small  vein  is  by  no  means  a  comfortable 
place.  Among  miners  it  goes  by  the  name  of 
“tickle-back.”  The  reason  Is  plain  when  in 
some  places  it  is  as  low  as  eighteen  inches,  while 
the  average  height  is  about  three  feet.  It  is 
common  to  see  miners  wielding  the  pick  while 
lying  on  the  hack  and  side,  fl'o  ease  their  posi¬ 


tion,  where  they  can  kneel,  heavy  knee  pads  are 
used. 

Mining  work  is  continually  under  supervision 
of  engineers.  Not  a  lump  of  coal  is  dug  at 
random.  As  the  work  proceeds  it  is  plotted. 
The  underground  surveys  are  drawn  on  the  same 
map  with  that  of  the  surface.  Not  a  day  but  that 
two  to  four  engineering  corps  are  on  the  ground. 
To  mining  engineering  people  give  little  attention, 
and  it  remains  a  matter  of  curiosity  how  a  sur¬ 
vey  can  be  run  underground.  A  mine  is  surveyed 
exactly  as  is  the  surface.  The  difference  is  that 
where  on  the  surface  the  transit  is  leveled  over 
a  point,  in  a  mine  it  is  leveled  under  a  point. 
On  the  surface  where  sight  is  taken  to  a  point 
on  the  ground,  in  a  mine  it  is  taken  to  a  point 
on  the  roof.  Every  compartment  is  run  according 
to  certain  directions  or  angles.  The  idea  is  to 
run  the  insiefe  survey  relative  to  the  outside  crop 
survey,  so  that  the  coal  may  be  reached  and 
removed  to  the  best  advantage.  The  miner  digs 
according  to  two  points.  These  points  are  fixed 
in  the  roof  about  three  feet  apart.  Strings 
are  suspended  from  them,  filong  which  he  sights. 
The  points  are  reset  as  the  miner  advances. 
'I'lius  the  eneineer,  from  day  to  day,  traverses 
the  mine,  setting  up  his  machine,  reading  angles, 
fixing  points  and  hanging  plumb-bobs. 

If  doing  these  seemingly  simple  services  con¬ 
stituted  the  round  of  his  troubles  one  might  deem 
him  a  happy  man  and  envy  him  his  position. 
But  the  unpleasantness  of  being  underground 
most  of  his  sunlight  hours  is  not  his  only  com¬ 
plaint.  Wading  through  water  from  knee  to 
waist  deep  is  a  common  experience  for  him,  even 
ill  live  workings.  But  the  like  are  not  to  be 
mentioned  with  his  experiences  in  abandoned 
workings.  These  include  miles  of  territory  once 
operated,  but  out  of  action  for  forty  or  more 
years.  The  roof  and  ribs  have  fallen  so  that  the 
way  is  all  but  blocked.  Heaps  of  slate  and  rock, 
piles  of  decayed  props  and  other  obstructions 
are  to  be  clambered  over.  Overhead  are  hang¬ 
ing  rocks  weighing  tons,  one  end  a  foot  from  the 
roof,  the  other  just  holding,  seemingly  ready  to 
drop  any  moment.  What  pleasant  feelings  inci¬ 
dent  to  crawling  under  them ! 

Unpleasant  Features  Are  Many. 

Then  comes  a  hundred  feet  with  only  room 
enough  to  squirm  through  by  aid  of  toes  and  el¬ 
bows.  Next  a  pool  of  water  waist  deep  and  with 
a  foot  of  thick  yellow  sulphur  mud  on  the  bot¬ 
tom,  sees  him,  slimy  and  dripping,  clambering 
over  the  rocks  on  the  other  side.  This  is  a  little 
of  the  experience  peculiar  to  the  mining  engineer. 

At  noon,  when  he  gathers  himself  together  for 
refreshment,  he  thinks  neither  of  soap  nor  water, 
but  on  a  pile  of  rubbish  devours  in  peace  the  con¬ 
tents  of  his  dinged  lunch  can.  He  sits  in  silence 
unparalleled  even  by  that  of  a  country  graveyard, 
and  hundreds  of  feet  below  the  abodes  of  men. 
Nothing  to  break  the  quiet,  but,  perhaps,  the  fall 
of  several  tons  of  slate.  Seldom  is  the  roof 
firm.  Often  tons  of  crumbling  mass  rest  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  single  moldering  prop.  But  these  weird 
places  being  his  accustomed  haunts,  habit  has 
banished  fear  of  impending  dangers.  All  the  coal 
has  been  taken  out  of  these  places  except  the 
stumps  or  partitions  between  the  compartments  of 
the  mine.  The  last  work  is  their  removal.  As 
they  are  taken  out  the  earth  sooner  or  later 
falls  in,  and  closes  forever  the  once  busy  mine. 

The  common  dangers  of  mine  workers  arc  not 
as  many  as  those  threatening  those  above  ground. 
Perhaps  the  most  feared  is  the  “saddle.”  1  hi-- 
is  a  three-cornered  piece  of  slate  or  coal  which 
occasionally  falls  out  of  the  roof.  It  shows  no 
sign  of  its  presence  nor  gives  warning.  They 
are  of  stich  weight  as  to  mean  certain  death 
to  those  upon  whom  they  may  chance  to  fall 
.\nnthcr  danger  is  that  ot  a  falling  rib 
It  is  caused  by  the  squeeze  from  the  roof.  Not 
often  does  it  catch  the  miner  unawares.  He  is 
on  the  alert  for  its  presence  and  uses  heavy  tiin 
hers  as  a  prevention. 
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Terre  Haute  Has  New  Coal  Co. 


Black  damp  is  a  menace  the  fatalities  of  which 
are  often  heard.  It  is  a  deadly  gas,  which  col¬ 
lects  in  portions  of  a  mine  where  the  air  circu¬ 
lation  is  poor.  Its  presence  is  known  by  its  effect 
on  the  lamp  flame.  The  flame  leaves  the  lower 
part  of  the  wick  and  burns  in  a  small  circle  on 
the  top.  The  light  becomes  dimmer  with  the 
thickening  of  the  gas  and  finally  goes  out 
Matches  are  then  of  no  use,  it  being  impossible 
to  strike  them.  When  caught  in  this  plight, 
unless  one  is  familiar  enough  with  the  mine 
to  find  his  way  out  in  the  dark,  he  is  sure  to 
fall  a  victim. 

Remaining  in  the  gas  for  a  short  time  after 
the  lamp  flame  threatens  to  extinguish  produces 
dizziness  and  finally  powerlessness  of  limb.  It 
is  customary  among  miners  to  leave  a  compart¬ 
ment  of  a  mine  when  they  observe  the  flame 
“climbing  the  wick.” 

White  damp  is  a  more  destructive  agent.  Its 
effect  on  the  flame  is  the  increasing  of  its  bright¬ 
ness,  causing  it  to  burn  high  al)Ove  the  wick. 
Some  may  venture  their  cliances  with  Iflack  damp, 
hut  none  with  the  white.  These  gases  are  seldom 
found  to  an  annoying  extent  in  live  workings. 
As  a  rule  they  are  relegated  to  abandoned  work¬ 
ings.  Water  and  smoke,  although  not  dangerous, 
are  not  to  be  overlooked.  Smoke  is  not  so  much 
in  the  way  of  the  miner  as  the  engineer.  It  is  the 
residt  of  powder  blasting  and  burning  poor  oil. 
Often  it  detains  tlie  surveyor  several  hours  to  do 
one  hour’s  work. 

Why  Hard  Coal  Is  High. 

'I'he  state  of  Pennsylvania  practically  supplies 
the  entire  anthracite  requirements  of  the  United 
States,  the  annual  output  amounting  very  close 
now  to  sixty-three  million  net  tons.  This  large 
aggregate  tonnage  is  mined  in  about  eight  coun¬ 
ties  of  the  state ;  and  based  on  a  value  of  an 
average  of  $2.25  per  net  ton  at  the  breaker, 
which  is  high,  this  tonnage  represents  -a  total 
value  of  $141,750,000. 

To  show  how  the  cost  increases  as  it  takes  its 
course  into  various  channels  by  which  it  reaches 
the  consumer,  we  enumerate  briefly  some  of  the 
items  that  enter  in  to  enhance  its  value  before  it 
reaches  destination. 

In  its  journey  from  the  mines,  we  will  say  to 
Buffalo,  it  pays  a  freight  of  about  $1.75  per  ton. 
Every  time  a  ton  of  coal  is  handled,  the  least 
charge  that  will  cover  it  is  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton,  so  that  at  Buffalo  there  is  a  twenty-five  cent 
charge  for  loading  it  on  to  the  boat.  The  freight 
from  Buffalo  to  Chicago  is  another  expense.  The 
unloading  on  to  the  dock,  storage,  interest  on 
the  investment  and  reloading  into  cars  is  fifty 
cents  per  ton.  Then  add  the  freight  to  destina¬ 
tion,  the  middle  man’s  margin  and  the  margin  the 
dealer  should  have,  and  it  can  be  seen  at  a  glance 
the  items  that  go  to  make  up  the  cost  of  a  ton 
of  hard  coal,  all  of  which  is  legitimate  and  not 
out  of  reason,  and  looked  at  from  an  unpreju¬ 
diced  view,  the  item  of  transportation  in  every 
case  is  the  largest — over  half  the  cost  of  a  ton  of 
coal  delivered  in  the  dealer’s  bin. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Co.  make  the  following  statement 
for  the  week  ending  October  twentieth,  1906,  and 
previously  during  the  year : 

Broad  Cumber- 


Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Oct.  20,  1900 _ 19,267  28,178  47,446 

Corresponding  week,  1905....  17,198  24,632  41,831 

'I'-i...!  r _ /.rtrt  neir/.  ^  ^ 


Corresponding  period,  1905 ... 550,442  788,498  1,338,940 

Total  for  week  .  47,446 

Increase  for  week  .  5,614 

'I'otal  amount  shipped  to  date . 1,523,396 

Increase  to  date .  184,4.56 


Beech  Creek  TonnaLge. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  October  fourteenth,  amounted  to 
163,662  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of 
4,847,800  tons,  as  compared  with  7,010,732  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease 
of  2,162,932  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
2,331  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  55,066  tons, 
as  compared  with  68,723  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year  of  13,- 
657  tons. 


new  coal  company  has  been  organized  under 
the  name  of  the  D.  E.  Regan  Coal  Co.,  at  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.  D.  E.  Regan  is  president,  F.  M.  Dug¬ 
ger  vice-president,  and  John  F.  Murphy  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  Tlie  new  concern  has  con¬ 
tracted  for  the  entire  output  of  the  mines  of  the 


D.  E.  Regan. 

Clover  Leaf  Coal  Co.,  at  Cass,  Ind.,  and  the  Sun 
Flower  Coal  Co.’s  mine  at  Dugger,  which  will 
give  them  a  daily  capacity  of  2,500  tons.  Offices 
were  opened  this  week  in  the  Opera  House  block, 
Terre  Haute,  which  will  be  the  general  headquar- 


J.  F.  Murphy. 

ters  of  the  company.  It  is  the  intention  of  this 
new  concern  to  do  a  general  jobbing  business  and 
also  to  handle  sewer  pipe  and  clay  products.  The 
principal  mines  of  the  company  are  located  on  the 
Indianapolis  Southern  division  of  the  Illinois 
Central  railway,  which  will  give  them  an  excep¬ 


tional  advantage  in  reaching  Indianapolis  and  the 
Indiana  gas  belt  markets  in  addition  to  Chicago 
and  intermediate  towns. 

D.  E.  Regan,  the  president  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany,  has  been  a  resident  and  active  business  man 
of  Terre  Haute  for  the  past  twenty-five  year^. 
He  was  born  at  Indianapolis,  but  removed  to 
Terre  Haute  and  started  his  business  career  in 
that  city.  He  has  been  identified  with  several 
manufacturing  ventures  which  have  prospered  un¬ 
der  his  careful  and  conservative  management.  He 
was  until  recent'y.  president  and  general  manager 
for  the  .Ayer,  McCarel  Clay  Co.,  of  Brazil,  Ind., 
which  Iniilt  and  operated  the  finest  clay  plant  in 
the  middle  west,  making  faced  brick,  conduits 
and  hollow  fire  clay  wares  of  every  clay  mined 
from  beneath  the  block  coal  veins.  This  platiU 
was  sold  recently  to  the  Hydraulic  Pressed  Brick 
Co.,  which  operates  thirty  brick  plants  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  He  is  new  at  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  but  his  past  record  in  other  lines  assures 
his  success  in  his  new  field  of  labor.  Mr.  Regan 
is  well-known  in  Terre  Haule  and  throughout 
.southern  Indiana. 

John  F.  Murphy,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
new  company,  has  been  secretary  and  general 
manager  of  the  Kettle  Creek  Mining  Co.,  oper¬ 
ating  mines  at  Shelburn,  Ind.,  for  the  past  two 
years.  Previous  to  that  connection  he  was  resi¬ 
dent  manager  at  Terre  Haute  for  the  Republic 
Iron  &  Steel  Co.  Up  to  the  time  he  became  gen¬ 
eral  manager  fif  the  Kettle  Creek  Mining  Co.,  his 
time  was  employed  exclusivel}'  in  the  iron  and 
steel  business.  His  first  connection  in  this  line 
was  with  the  Terre  Haute  Iron  &  Steel  Co.,  one 
of  the  oldest  concerns  in  southern  Indiana.  He 
was  with  this  firm  for  nine  years.  Mr.  Murphy 
has  a  wide  acquaintance  with  the  coal  trade  of 
the  west,  espcciallj'  in  Indianapolis  and  through¬ 
out  the  gas  belt. 

The  D.  E.  Regan  Coal  Co.  starts  out  under  fav¬ 
orable  auspices  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it 
should  not  build  up  an  extensive  coal  business. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


Anthracite. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Che.stnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.7.5 

Bituminous. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.00 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut . .' .  4.00 

Cannel  lump  . 6.25 

Smithing  .  4.5ti 

Screenings  .  1-75 

Gas  house  coke .  5.50 


Nearly  Two  Million  Dolla.rs 
Taken  From  the  Culm 
Ba.nks. 

The  report  on  the  industries  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  affords  statistical  proof  of  the  enormous 
prosperity  of  the  mines  and  factories,  notes  that 
twenty  years  ago  washed  coal  was  unheard  of. 
but  last  j'ear  nearly  three  million  tons  of  fuel  for 
making  steam  was  recovered  by  washing  from 
the  culm  batiks  which  were  mere  waste  a  few 
years  aio,  but  are  now  being  rapidly  turned  into 
money.  It  is  this  washery  coal  which  is  com¬ 
peting  with  bituminous  coal.  The  atithracite 
companies  complain  that  bituminous  competition 
compels  them  to  sell  their  fine  coal  for  less  than 
the  cost  of  transportation,  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  get  a  good  round  price 
for  domestic  sizes.  But  the  bituminous  competi¬ 
tion  is  with  the  coal  that  was  lost  twenty  years 
ago,  and  of  which  $1,818,062  worth  was  recovered 
from  the  culm  banks  last  year. 
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W.  E.  Cassidy,  president  of  the  Weldensia  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Lexington,  Ky.,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week  on  a  business  trip. 

The  White  Oak  Coal  Co.  has  opened  offices  in 
the  Union  Trust  building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with 
J.  C.  Wheeler  as  manager. 

D.  E.  Regan  and  John  F.  Murphy  of  Terre  Haute 
were  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business  connected 
with  the  recently  organized  D.  E.  Regan  Coal  Co. 

A  grand  jury  on  October  25th  found  indict¬ 
ments  against  thirty  coal  dealers,  members  of  the 
Omaha  Coal  Exchange,  on  charge  of  violating 
the  anti-trust  law. 

J.  P.  Hussey  of  the  Columbus  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a 
lousiness  trip.  Some  of  the  coal  men  are  asking, 

‘  Why  did  he  not  bring  his  bride?” 

N.  W.  Reid  &  Co.  have  opened  an  office  at  509 
North  Main  street,  Jacksonville,  Ill.,  just  north 
of  the  Wabash  freight  office.  This  is  done  in 
anticipation  of  a  large  winter’s  business. 

H.  C.  Adams  of  the  firm  Jones  &  Adams,  975 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  made  a  business 
trip  this  week  to  the  Springfield  colliery  mine.  He 
is  expected  to  return  to  Chicago  in  a  day  or  two. 

T.  J.  Donahue,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  &  Washington  Coal  Co.,  Farmers  Bank 
building,  Pittsburg,  was  in  Chicago  a  few  days 
this  week  on  a  business  trip  in  the  interest  of  his 
company. 

The  Link-Belt  Co.  has  recently  opened  an  office 
at  No.  913  Missouri  Trust  building,  St.  Louis. 
Mr.  E.  C.  Berghoeffer,  an  engineer  of  long  ex¬ 
perience  with  the  Chicago  house  of  the  company, 
is  in  charge. 

H.  C.  Thompson,  general  manager  of  the  vVal- 
densia  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week 
making  plans  for  the  production  of  coke  from  the 
mines  of  the  W^aldensia  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Lex¬ 
ington,  Ky. 

Extensive  improvements  of  the  Birmingham 
Southern  railway,  owned  by  the  Tennessee  Coal, 
Iron  &  Railroad  Co.,  is  intended.  Equipment  is 
to  be  added  and  the  road  extended  and  other¬ 
wise  improved. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler 
Coal  Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  left  Chi¬ 
cago  last  night  for  West  Virginia,  where  he  will 
endeavor  to  improve  the  car  situation  in  the  Wm- 
ifrede  district. 

Capt.  J.  C.  Beebe,  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel 
Co.,  which  company  is  erecting  the  immense  coal 
elevators  at  Sekitan,  near  North  Bend,  Ohio,  has 
opened  offices  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
building,  Cincinnati. 

The  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers 
Association  has  decided  to  hold  its  next  conven¬ 
tion  at  Milwaukee  on  December  eighteenth  and 
nineteenth.  It  is  thought  that  a  large  number 
will  be  in  attendance. 

An  extensive  coal  shed  has  been  erected  at 
Sparta,  Wis.,  by  Mike  Roller,  who  will  engage 
in  the  coal  business  in  connection  with  the  dray 
line  now  operated  by  him.  The  shed  is  located 
on  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range  tracks. 

So  that  consumers  will  have  an  opportunity 
of  buying  coal  at  the  cost  of  mining  it,  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Labor  Union  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  asked 
the  state  to  establish  state  coal  yards.  The  bill 
is  to  be  drafted  and  presented  to  the  next  legis¬ 
lature. 


The  Tilton  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Tilton,  Ill.,  by  a  number  of  Danville  and  Tilton 
citizens.  The  company  will  deal  in  general  mer¬ 
chandise,  coal,  shale  and  gravel,  and  is  capital¬ 
ized  at  ten  thousand  dollars. 

C.  W.  Talbott,  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  purchased  the 
retail  coal  business  of  C.  W.  Johnson  Coal  Co., 
at  Trumbull  avenue  and  the  Grand  Trunk  rail¬ 
way.  Several  well  known  Detroit  men  are  associ¬ 
ated  with  him  in  the  enterprise. 

O.  E.  Schoonover,  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  has  discov¬ 
ered  a  vein  of  coal  thirty  feet  thick  a  short 
distance  from  Eagle  Lake.  The  vein  is  located 
in  township  32,  range  17,  and  it  is  expected  a 
company  will  be  formed  to  develop  the  find. 

The  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  75  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  report  that  Messrs.  Ryan  and 
Justi  have  handed  down  a  decision  in  favor  of 
the  company  in  re  the  case  of  the  local  authori¬ 
ties  closing  one  of  the  company’s  mines  recently. 

The  Northwestern  Improvement  Co.,  Red 
Lodge,  Mont.,  is  making  extensive  improvements 
to  its  mines  at  that  town,  including  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  modern  mining  machinery.  By  the  first 
of  the  year  the  company  expects  to  have  a  larger 
force  of  miners  at  work  than  ever  before  in  its 
history. 

The  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  which  is  build¬ 
ing  a  railroad  from  Pawnee,  Ill.,  to  Taylorville, 
has  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  from  Harvey  Cose,  two  miles  east  of  Noko- 
mis,  for  a  consideration  of  twenty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  The  company  will  sink  a  shaft  and  locate 
a  town  on  the  site. 

Because  the  Topeka  Coal  Co.,  Topeka,  Kas., 
hauls  loads  of  coal  weighing  eighteen  thousand 
pounds  over  the  paved  streets  of  that  city  the 
council  has  passed  an  ordinance  limiting  the 
weight  of  a  load  to  ten  thousand  pounds.  It  is 
alleged  that  great  damage  is  done  to  the  pave¬ 
ment  by  the  heavier  loads. 

The  Coos  Bay  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  is  to  build  a 
line  five  miles  from  the  vicinity  of  Beaver  Hill, 
Ohio,  to  South  Slough.  The  line  will  be  built 
because  the  Coos  Bay,  Roseburg  &  Eastern,  a  re¬ 
cently  acquired  Southern  Pacific  property,  is  un¬ 
able  to  provide  a  service  sufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  lumber  concern. 

The  Illinois  state  mining  board  has  issued  an 
order  to  the  state  mine  inspector  to  visit  the  mine 
of  the  Springfield  Collieries  Co.,  where  Shot 
Firers  Stratton  and  Hiscock  were  killed.  An 
order  has  been  issued  to  all  state  inspectors  to 
make  investigations  in  cases  where  there  .s  loss 
of  life  or  injury  by  accident  in  the  mine. 

The  McLean  County  Coal  Co.  has  filed  a  suit 
against  the  city  of  Bloomington,  Ill.,  for  $2,000. 
The  company  had  contracted  to  supply  the  city 
with  coal  at  a  certain  price,  but  owing  to  a 
strike  of  employes,  the  city  was  forced  to  buy  its 
coal  in  the  open  market  at  a  higher  figure.  The 
suit  is  a  friendly  one,  started  to  establish  a 
precedent  for  the  future. 

The  Burlington  coal  chutes,  Galesburg,  Ill., 
were  badly  damaged  by  fire  a  few  days  ago.  But 
for  the  prompt  action  of  both  the  Burlington  and 
city  fire-fighters  the  entire  structure  would  have 
been  destroyed.  The  blaze  originated  from  a 
stove  in  the  sand  office,  which  connects  with  the 
chutes  and  the  flames  had  secured  a  good  hold 
on  the  walls  by  the  time  the  department  arrived. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co.,  Ward,  W.  Va.,  it 
was  decided  to  increase  the  amount  of  capital 


stock  by  an  additional  issue  of  $150,000.  This 
additional  capital  is  to  be  used  for  the  purchase 
of  an  additional  150  K.  W.  Jeffrey  electric  plant, 
the  erection  of  new  miners’  houses,  the  opening 
of  another  mine  and  the  purchase  of  additional 
standard  railroad  cars. 

The  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  is  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  the  three 
mines  and  holdings  of  the  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock 
Co.,  Cleveland,  and  the  mine  and  holdings  of  the 
Barton  Coal  Co.,  of  Barton.  If  the  deal  is  con¬ 
summated  it  will  make  the  Y.  &  O.  company  the 
largest  coal  producer  in  Ohio  and  give  the  com¬ 
pany  control  of  over  thirty  thousand  acres  of 
valuable  coal  land. 

Several  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.’s  mines  at 
Linton,  Ind.,  were  shut  down  a  few  days  ago  on 
account  of  a  wreck  of  twenty  loaded  coal  cars, 
which  broke  loose  at  mine  No.  5  and  ran  into 
some  hand  cars.  The  latter  were  demolished, 
but  the  coal  cars  were  not  stopped  until  they  had 
gone  about  two  miles.  Several  of  the  cars  were 
damaged  and  the  wreckage  could  not  be  cleared 
away  in  time  to  permit  the  men  to  go  to  work 
the  same  day. 

Alexander  B.  Phillips,  secretary  of  the  Cross 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  in  the  Marquette 
buillding,  has  been  arrested  charged  with  repre¬ 
senting  himself  to  be  a  federal  secret  service 
operative.  Miss  Alice  Donoghue,  4230  Indiana 
avenue,  for  whom,  it  is  said,  Phillips  made  the 
representations  in  order  that  she  might  obtain 
credit  for  furniture,  and  her  two  brothers  were 
witnesses.  Phillips  was  arraigned  before  Com¬ 
missioner  Foote  and  given  a  continuance  for  ten 
ciays. 

.A.t  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Northern 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  held  in  Chicago  recently,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  perfect  plans  for 
the  building  of  a  railroad  from  a  large  tract 
of  coal  land  in  the  Big  Sandy  basin  to  Ashland, 
Ky.,  about  one  hundred  miles.  Eugene  Zim¬ 
merman,  of  Cincinnati,  one  of  the  principal  stock¬ 
holders  of  the  coal  company,  told  the  directors 
he  would  bond  the  proposed  railroad  himself  and 
ultimately  seek  entrance  to  Chicago  and  Cincin¬ 
nati.  Construction  will  begin  as  soon  as  the 
plans  can  be  completed. 

*  The  famous  case  of  Hearst  against  the  anthra¬ 
cite  railroad  and  coal  companies,  charging  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  Sherman  law  and  of  the  interstate 
commerce  law,  will  probably  be  reopened  by  order 
cf  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  in  order 
that  more  testimony  may  be  taken  and  the  case 
decided  under  the  new  rate  law. 

This  statement  comes  direct  from  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  and  in  railroad,  legal  and 
financial  circles  is  expected  to  cause  something 
of  a  sensation.  It  is  thought  by  those  familiar 
with  the  testimony  that  developed  in  earlier 
Hearings  to  presage  a  decision,  under  the  new 
law,  that  will  smash  the  anthracite  trust. 

More  than  this,  it  indicates  the  disposition 
of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  to  make 
the  most  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the 
new  law.  Under  the  old  interstate  commerce 
act,  even  if  the  charges  made  by  Hearst  had  been 
found  true,  the  commission  would  have  had  no 
power  beyond  making  an  order  to  the  companies 
to  desist  from  objectionable  practices.  It  could 
not  prescribe  the  practices  they  must  follow. 

But  under  the  new  law  this  is  different.  The 
commission  has  power  not  only  to  order  that 
former  practices  cease,  or  old  rates  be  canceled, 
but  to  specify  the  new  practices  of  rules  that 
must  be  substituted  and  the  new  rates  that  must 
be  charged. 
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New  York,  November  1. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  a  con¬ 
tinued  improvement  in  all  distributing  centers. 
Conditions  characterizing  it  are  more  propitious 
than  at  any  time  since  the  mine  suspension.  The 
lower  temperature  and  high  winds  prevailing  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week  have  undoubtedly  stimulated 
business,  especially  at  retail,  making  the  demand 
from  this  source  more  pronounced  daily.  The 
movement  of  tonnage  from  the  mines  is  still  re¬ 
tarded  by  a  scarcity  of  cars,  and  the  situation  in 
this  respect  is  not  likely  to  change  for  the  better 
for  some  time  yet,  with  a  possibility  of  it  be¬ 
coming  more  aggravated  as  the  season  advances. 
The  restriction  of  shipments  from  the  tide-water 
ports  have  affected  coastwise  deliveries  quite  se¬ 
riously  for  ten  days  past,  on  account  of  high  winds 
and  storms  preventing  all  craft  from  leaving  har¬ 
bors,  either  east  with  cargo  or  to  return  light 
for  the  loading  ports,  causing  delays  that  will  be 
felt  later.  This  had  the  tendency  of  accumulating 
some  coal  at  the  shipping  ports  from  a  lack  of 
barges  to  take  the  coal  on  arrival,  though  no  ex¬ 
cessive  amount  was  received,  owing  to  it  being 
diverted  to  other  localities,  when  the  situation  be¬ 
came  apparent.  Through  the  increased  consump¬ 
tion  of  the  several  weeks  past,  with  a  greatly 
reduced  tonnage  going  forward  on  the  business 
to  hand,  it  is  believed  that  stocks  in  consequence 
are  becoming  very  short  with  all  interests,  which 
gives  the  market  a  most  favorable  outlook  for  a 
protracted  period  of  activity  as  winter  weather 
approaches. 

Trade  on  Line  Active. 

Heavy  shipments  of  coal  for  western  points  arc 
now  being  urged  away  beyond  the  facilities  for 
its  movement,  owing  to  the  limited  equipment  in 
the  hands  of  shippers  to  enable  them  to  work  with 
advantage  upon  it.  That  the  tonnage  to  go  west 
will  be  short  of  requirements,  when  navigation 
closes  is  generally  believed,  as  the  company  stocks 
at  lake  loading  ports  are  not  large  and  in  in¬ 
stances  greatly  reduced,  with  limited  shipments 
from  the  mines  preventing  the  furnishing  of  all 
orders.  As  water  navigation  will  soon  be  shut 
off,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  all  rail  demand  will 
take  on  larger  dimensions,  with  a  view  of  getting 
such  additional  amounts  of  tonnage  as  they  may 
be  short  of.  But  it  is  doubtful  if  this  can  be 
supplied,  as  the  general  trade  in  the  east  is  in¬ 
creasing  ;  with  the  transportation  companies  labor¬ 
ing  under  difficulties  at  present,  it  is  not  seen 
how  it  could  be  supplied  later.  Orders  from  line 
points  east  of  the  mines  and  the  New  England 
territory  are  sufficient  to  keep  all  shippers  busy, 
with  some  reporting  to  be  full  up  and  behind 
in  their  deliveries.  This  class  of  trade,  because 
of  its  restricted  capacity  to  carry  large  stocks,  is 


always  more  forward  in  making  purchases,  and 
shows  a  more  regular  demand.  It  is  expected 
that  it  will  develop  more  business  this  year  than 
during  the  i)ast,  as  the  increase  for  coal  by  rail 
in  preference  to  water  transportation  is  very 
marked,  with  every  reason  to  give  belief  for  its 
further  expansion. 

Sound  and  Further  East  Trade  Strong. 

The  trade  at  Boston  and  further  eastern  points 
shows  a  steady  supply  of  orders  produced  through 
the  greater  activity  in  the  retail  markets,  and  has 
been  accentuated  by  the  delay  in  the  arrival  of 
coal  expected  but  was  held  back  by  vessels  being 
weather  bound.  The  shoal  water  ports  are  the 
most  affected,  owing  to  light  craft  being  required, 
and  these  are  very  scarce,  with  some  balances  on 
contract  likely  to  remain  unfilled.  The  sound 
is  taking  a  fair  amount  of  coal  with  stocks  great¬ 
ly  reduced.  New  York  harbor  has  been  badly 
tied  up  the  last  week  and  over,  by  barges  being 
unable  to  get  around  through  the  bad  weather, 
and  things  were  almost  at  a  standstill.  But  early 
in  the  week  some  boats  were  started  for  the  east 
and  others  were  returned  empty  from  there,  re¬ 
living  conditions  somewhat,  though  still  uncer¬ 
tain. 

Bituminous  Market  Firm. 

In  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  there 
is  a  slight  improvement,  sufficient  to  take  what 
coal  is  being  produced.  A  combination  of  two 
features,  however,  has  restricted  the  tonnage 
movement  with  a  tendency  to  disorganizing  it 
from  which  it  has  not  yet  recovered.  The  one 
probably  more  important  in  affecting  the  supply 
through  a  curtailment  of  the  product  at  all  dis¬ 
charging  ports  in  the  east,  the  Sound,  and  even  in 
New  York  harbor,  by  no  vessels,  barges  or  other 
craft  being  able  to  shift  from  the  anchors  of 
safety,  due  to  the  high  and  contrary  winds  which 
prevailed  for  over  two  weeks.  I'his  has  had  the 
effect  of  withholding  from  the  consuming  trade 
the  amount  of  tonnage  that  was  provided  for  it 
during  this  period,  and  much  of  the  coal  is  still 
weather  bound  in  cargo  or  cars  at  the  terminal 
ports,  while  some  moved  out  from  Hampton 
Roads  on  Friday  of  last  week.  The  situation  has, 
however,  not  yet  been  cleared  up,  and  with  the 
delay  in  loading  the  congested  car  accumulation 
at  the  shipping  piers,  taking  from  three  to  five 
days  and  over  to  load  a  si.x  hundred  or  seven 
hundred-ton  boat,  when  under  normal  conditions 
cargo  is  taken  in  twenty-four  hours,  because  of 
the  cars  needed  being  blocked  in  by  the  jam,  and 
it  will  take  sometime  before  it  can  be  straightened 
out.  So  far  but  little  coal  has  been  able  to  reach 
sound  ports,  while  no  v'essels  light  that  were 
stalled  there  have  returned  for  loading,  causing 


a  great  shortage  of  them  in  the  harbor,  which  is 
embargoing  shippers  at  the  ports  who  have  ton¬ 
nage  waiting. 

Car  Supply  Not  Improved. 

The  car  situation  has  shown  no  improvement 
from  the  status  of  some  weeks,  in  fact,  the  sup¬ 
ply  seems  to  be  getting  less,  with  under  fifty  per 
cent  of  what  is  needed  being  received  on  a  num¬ 
ber  of  roads.  Those  transportation  companies 
giving  slightly  more  cars  are  not  permitting  any 
of  the  equipment  to  go  off  their  lines  to  western 
points  on  foreign  roads,  though  the  demand  from 
there  is  heavy  and  not  possible  of  shipment  in 
the  quantity  desired.  This  is  also  true  on  rail 
traffic  to  New  England  via  Port  Morris  and  prac¬ 
tically  no  coal  tonnage  is  moving  by  these  routes, 
and  will  so  remain  while  the  stringency  in  cars 
is  a  controlling  factor,  forcing  it  to  go  via  water 
or  to  be  held  over  for  a  release  from  present  con¬ 
ditions.  The  export  trade  is  slightly  more  active, 
but  the  increased  demand  has  caused  a  scarcity 
of  vessel  tonnage  to  make  shipments  upon,  and 
it  is  thought  that  a  little  later  more  suitable  craft 
will  be  available. 

Trade  in  the  East  Steady. 

The  demand  from  the  far  east  is  quite  strong. 
The  interruption  to  water  transportation  has  stim¬ 
ulated  this  market,  according  to  the  delay  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  arrival  of  cargoes  at  the  discharging 
ports,  and  where  trade  is  running  on  short  sup¬ 
plies  is  placing  orders  for  increased  quantities  for 
future  deliveries,  upon  which  it  is  urging  prompt 
loading.  The  sound  trade  is  quite  active,  and 
feels  more  keenly  the  reduced  arrival  of  coal  at 
these  ports  recently.  The  shoal  water  ports  being 
similarly  affected  are  not  unlikely  to  go  short  of 
their  usual  supply  contracted  when  ice  makes, 
and  captains  are  even  now  declining  to  charter 
for  certain  ports  on  the  Maine  coast,  Gardiner 
and  Bangor  being  among  these.  New  York  har¬ 
bor  is  showing  more  activity  and  prices  slightly 
firmer.  Railroads  are  urging  shippers  to  unload 
all  cars  arriving,  even  when  standing  only  fortj- 
eight  hours,  and  in  too  few  number  to  make  full 
cargo.  .-Ml  rail  trade  is  good  in  the  local  terri¬ 
tory  and  the  east.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  mar¬ 
ket  there  is  hardly  enough  to  be  had  in  getting 
the  coal  forward.  We  quote  current  rates  of 
freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows :  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  seventy  cents;  Providence, 
New  Bedford  and  the  sound,  sixty-five  cents; 
Lynn,  eighty-five  cents;  Portsmouth,  seventy-five 
and  eighty  cents;  Newburyport,  ninety  cents; 
Saco,  ninety-five  cents  and  towage ;  Bath,  seventy- 
five  cents. 


Market  News  from  Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  N.  \  .,  November  2. —  (Special  Corres¬ 
pondence.) — There  has  been  no  let  up  in  the  in¬ 
creased  orders  for  anthracite  coal  during  the  past 
week ;  in  fact  the  demand  has  materially  in¬ 
creased.  The  shortage  of  chestnut  is  becoming 
apparent  and  orders  for  that  size  arc  decidedly 
urgent.  One  cause  for  this  is  the  car  shortage, 
which  is  becoming  seriously  felt  by  the  anthracite 
people,  as  they  are  unable  to  keep  up  with  their 
orders. 

Dealers  who  neglected  to  take  in  a  supply  when 
box  cars  were  plentiful,  are  now  using  the  mail, 
telephone,  telegraph  and  stereotyped  letters  for 
their  “Please  hurry  my  coal”  requests.  This 
shortage  of  bo.x  cars  may  be  still  shorter,  as  it 
is  reported  that  the  railroads  entering  this  dis¬ 


trict  have  arranged  to  furnish  2,000  cars  for  the 
grain  trade.  The  demand  for  small  vessels  for 
upper  lake  ports  is  about  closed. 

Vessel  forwarding  for  the  past  week  has  been 
moderate,  though  a  few  hundred  tons  heavier 
than  for  the  preceding  seven  days.  Total  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  week  amounted  to  71,950  tons,  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows : 

Destination.  Tons.  Destination.  Tons. 

Chicago  .  l‘J,C0u  Racine  .  1,000 

.Superior  .  tS.POO  Sturgeon  Bay  ....  COO 

Duluth  .  ]  1,300  Ft.  William  .  2,900 

Milwaukee  .  14,300  Toledo  .  3,000 

Menominee  .  450 

These  figures  show  a  more  general  distribution 
than  for  the  previous  week. 


Continued  cold  weather  has  served  to  maintain 
a  very  active  retail  market  and  dealers  have  been 
pushed  to  the  limit  of  their  capacity  in  taking 
care  of  their  customers.  They  anticipate  a  brisk 
trade  during  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Conditions  in  the  .Allegheny  Valley  district  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  week,  the  supply  of 
cars  not  being  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  require¬ 
ments. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  increase  in  inquiries 
for  coal  in  the  eastern  market  Several  of  the 
large  railroad  companies  are  beginning  to  antici¬ 
pate  their  winter  requirements  by  ordering  a  large 
amount  of  coal  for  emergency  purposes.  These 
orders  are  being  placed  among  the  larger  ship¬ 
pers,  which  has  had  the  effect  of  stimulating 
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prices  to  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  per  ton 
above  the  prices  asked  thirty  days  ago. 

The  serious  condition  of  the  car  supply  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  is  having  its  effect  upon  the 
demand  for  coal  in  the  Allegheny  district.  It  has 
been  very  unusual  for  Cleveland  and  other  Lake 
Erie  ports  sending  emissaries  to  the  Allegheny 
Valley  district  for  coal,  but  during  the  past  week 
a  number  of  the  large  lake  shippers  from  Lake 
Erie  ports  have  been  buying  coal  for  delivery  to 
Erie,  Pa.,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

If  the  present  shortage  in  car  supply  is  main¬ 
tained  thirty  days  longer  it  is  going  to  have  the 
effect  of  advancing  prices  to  a  considerable  de¬ 
gree,  as  with  the  reduced  output  of  the  mines  it 
is  necessary  for  the  operator  to  get  at  least 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  more  for  his  coal  under 
present  conditions  than  if  the  mines  were  work¬ 
ing  at  their  full  capacity,  in  order  to  bring  the 
companies’  price  of  this  coal  down  to  normal  con¬ 
ditions;  in  other  words,  that  coal  costing  on  an 
average  of  ninety  cents  per  ton  on  the  Allegheny 
Valley  when  the  mines  are  running  full_  would 
necesitate  a  price  of  $1.15  per  ton  to  bring  the 
conditions  upon  an  equal  basis. 

Few  if  any  of  the  operators  seriously  figure 
out  just  what  their  coal  is  costing.  But  if  a  care¬ 
ful  scrutiny  of  their  cost  sheets  was  taken,  many 


Phil.adelphia,  November  1. — There  is  a  good 
demand  for  anthracite  coal,  due  to  colder  weather 
and  high  winds  that  has  resulted  in  the  starting 
up  of  fires  for  heating  purposes,  which  must  now 
show  a  steady  increase  from  this  source.  Re¬ 
tailers  are  doing  a  large  business  on  the  domestic 
sizes  and  also  report  a  brisk  demand  for  the 
steam  grades.  In  fact  the  fine  sizes  are  inclined 
to  be  short  with  some  shippers,  owing  to  the  re¬ 
cent  curtailment  in  the  production  at  the  mines. 
The  stocks  of  this  product  which  was  carried 
ov'er  the  summer  by  consumers  are  believed  to 
have  been  generally  absorbed,  assuring  a  good  de¬ 
mand  for  it  from  now  on.  With  the  supplies  in 
first  hands  being  considerably  less  at  this  time 
than  has  been  usual  in  the  past,  it  is  expected 
that  a  shortage  may  occur  upon  the  more  favored 
sizes  as  the  needs  for  them  increase,  which  would 
delay  shipments  on  orders  to  an  extent. 

Shipments  beyond  the  Delaware  capes  have 
been  greatly  reduced  during  the  past  week  by 
vessels  and  barges  being  detained  by  contrary 
winds  and  fog,  tying  up  a  large  fleet  in  the 
breakwater.  With  the  continued  unsettled  weath¬ 
er  further  interruptions  may  prevent  the  move¬ 
ment  of  vessels  to  an  extent  where  coal  will  be¬ 
come  short  at  eastern  ports.  The  delay  has  al¬ 
ready  affected  the  trade  at  the  light  draught 
ports,  and  may  not  now  be  able  to  get  enough 
forward  to  give  them  a  full  winter’s  supply,  as 
small  craft  is  short  and  hesitating  to  charter  for 
the  Maine  ice  ports.  The  local  and  city  trade  is 
quite  firm,  with  no  change  in  current  prices  to 
be  made  from  the  circular  figures  during  the  bal- 


Boston,  Mass.,  November  1. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  has  been  further  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  hard  coal  market  at  this  center,  as 
also  the  other  coastwise  ports  and  the  sound 
trade.  The  demand  is  increased  materially,  with 
more  orders  in  the  hands  of  shippers  than  they 
have  been  able  to  transport  by  water  during  the 
week  for  lack  of  barges,  being  tied  up  due  to 
high  east  winds,  and  the  situation  is  not  yet  pi- 
tirely  cleared.  The  slight  moderation  of  the  wind 
on  Friday  of  last  week  permitted  a  number  of 
light  barges,  that  had  been  here  for  some  time 
to  be  towed  back  to  the  loading  ports,  reaching 
New  York  about  the  first  of  this  week,  while  a 
number  of  cargoes  were  sent  east  loaded,  but 
all  have  not  yet  arrived. 

The  Sound  Trade. 

The  sound  trade  has  been  even  more  affected 
I)y  delays,  except  the  further  east  points,  where 
they  can  be  reached  by  the  ocean  route,  the  lower 
discharging  points  being  more  dangerous  to  navi- 


of  them  would  be  surprised  at  the  cost  of  their 
coal  at  the  present  time.  Many  of  the  companies 
made  contracts  this  year  upon  the  same  basis  as 
they  did  a  year  ago,  or  prior  to  the  time  the  ad^ 
vance  was  made  to  the  miners,  and  under  the  in¬ 
creased  price  of  all  material  going  into  the  op¬ 
eration  department  of  a  mining  plant,  contracts 
taken  this  year  at  ten  cents  above  the  prices  ob¬ 
tainable  last  year,  will  hardly  pay  the  operator  for 
the  present  increased  cost  of  niining. 

It  is  reported  today  that  several  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  entering  Buffalo  have  given  orders  to  stock 
a  considerable  quantity  of  coal,  in  anticipation  of 
interruptions  of  railroad  service  during  the  win¬ 
ter  months. 

One  of  the  prominent  shippers  of  this  city  was 
today  made  happy  when  he  received  a  telegram 
from  Michigan  which  read ;  "I  am  shipping  you 
today  twelve  crates  of  prime  chickens.”  He  was, 
however,  as  quickly  disappointed  when  it  dawned 
upon  him  that  the  telegram  was  intended  for  a 
commission  merchant  who,  by  the  laws  of  fate, 
possessed  the  same  family  name  as  himself.  With 
visions  of  Thanksgiving  and  its  attending  festivi¬ 
ties  floating  before  his  eyes  the  now  unhappy  sales 
agent  surrendered  the  missive  to  the  messenger 
boy,  who  quickly  departed  with  a  significant  grin 
upon  his  ruddy  face. 


ance  of  the  season  is  having  a  good  effect  upon 
the  demand. 

Bituminous  Market  Steady. 

The  bituminous  market  is  producing  about 
enough  business  to  keep  the  tonnage  moving  from 
the  mines  on  a  fairly  regular  basis.  This  is  about 
all  that  can  be  expected  at  present  with  the  un¬ 
certainty  in  the  car  supplv  available  for  loading 
at  the  mines,  especially  where  it  is  consigned  to 
foreign  roads  on  all  rail  delivery.  The  stringency 
of  the  situation  has  particularly  affected  the  trade 
with  New  England,  as  no  cars  are  permitted 
to  go  to  that  territory,  nor  will  the  New  Haven 
road  send  any  cars  to  the  mines  for  loading,  and 
no  relief  of  any  account  can  be  looked  for  im¬ 
mediately.  The  shipments  to  tidewater  ports  are 
being  restricted  temporarily  until  the  vessels  that 
are  tied  up  by  weather  at  them  can  be  moved 
out  and  light  bottoms  arrive  for  loading.  Con¬ 
tracts  are  taking  the  larger  proportion  of  the 
tonnage,  though  local  line  business  is  good  and 
receiving  close  attention.  Prices  have  shown 
little  if  any  advance  from  what  has  obtained 
hitherto,  and  the  lower  grades  of  steam  coal  can 
be  had  for  a  dollar  a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  the 
better  varieties  are  quoting  $1.15  and  $1.20  f.  o.  b. 
cars.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  there  are 
few  bottoms  to  be  had,  owing  to  their  being 
weatherbound,  both  light  and  loaded,  all  along 
the  coast.  Rates  to  the  sound  are  65c;  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  70c;  Lynn,  85c;  Newbury- 
port,  90c ;  Portsmouth,  80c ;  Saco,  95c. 


gate.  But  little  coal  has  reached  the  Maine  ice 
making  points  for  two  weeks,  and  the  uncertain 
weather  may  prevent  full  supplies  being  sent  there 
before  freezing  up.  The  line  trade  for  shipments 
to  the  New  England  territory  is  still  the  most 
active  and  is  sending  in  all  the  orders  that  can 
be  provided  for  it,  being  limited  to  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  available  at  the  present.  This  business  is 
making  wonderful  strides  for  greater  suprem¬ 
acy  and  is  bound  to  become  a  factor  in  the 
general  trade. 

Demand  Urgent. 

The  demand  from  the  sound  ports  is  urgent, 
being  detained  in  obtaining  the  required  tonnage 
for  over  two  weeks,  stocks  are  getting  depleted 
and  some  anxiety  is  apparent  at  the  conditions 
prevailing.  The  steam  grades  are  very  strong  at 
all  points,  and  in  instances  it  is  impossible  to  fur¬ 
nish  all  the  requirements  desired  of  the  various 
sizes.  That  may  hold  delivery  over  for  later 
periods  where  it  is  being  stocked. 


The  demand  for  soft  coal  keeps  improving  with 
the  advance  of  the  season,  while  it  is  also  ac¬ 
centuated  by  the  long  delay  in  shipments  on  the 
business  that  had  been  previously  placed.  The 
bad  weather  on  the  coast  curtailing  transporta¬ 
tion  has  had  the  effect  of  awakening  consumers 
to  the  wisdom  of  placing  more  orders  for  longer 
periods  ahead  to  insure  them  against  any  possible 
shortage  in  a  supply.  In  the  recent  transactions 
consummated  full  quotations  have  been  obtained 
and  in  consequence  the  market  on  all  standard 
products  is  quite  firm.  The  arrival  of  coal  at 
the  Virginia  loading  ports  is  still  curtailed  by  the 
great  shortage  of  cars,  with  which  these  regions 
have  suffered  for  more  than  a  month  past,  mak¬ 
ing  vessels  wait  beyond  the  usual  loading  days. 
Some  relief  was  obtained  the  first  of  the  week 
by  a  large  fleet  of  loaded  boats  reaching  the  dis¬ 
charging  ports,  that  had  sailed  from  Hampton 
Roads  on  October  twenty-six.  'I'he  Georges 
Creek  coals  are  arriving  more  freely  and  the  de¬ 
mand  for  them  is  strong,  with  prices  at  the  re¬ 
cent  advance.  More  all-rail  coal  from  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  field  is  coming  into  the  market,  and  prices 
are  quoted  at  $1.10{£gl.35  at  the  mines.  Ocean 
freights  arc  firm  with  the  advanced  rates  well 
maintained  and  vessels  scarce.  VVe  quote  to  Bos¬ 
ton  from  Hampton  Roads,  70@75c;  Baltimore. 
75@80c ;  Philadelphia,  70. 

Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  October  31. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  fairly  steady  market,  with  de¬ 
mand  and  prices  both  good  for  the  season,  char¬ 
acterized  bituminous  during  the  past  week.  There 
was  no  gain  marked  in  the  matter  of  prices, 
Georges  Creek  being  quoted  at  around  $1.70,  with 
other  grades  about  the  same  as  for  the  past  two 
weeks.  It  may  be  possibly  said  that  some  of  the 
les.ser  fuels  showed  a  slight  increase  in  strength. 
This  would  seem  to  be  a  natural  development  in 
view  of  the  continued  brick  demand  for  coke  and 
the  prices  maintained,  the  best  grades  of  foun¬ 
dry  still  demanding  up  to  $3.80. 

Anthracite  may  be  said  to  be  slowly  improving. 
Somewhat  more  brisk  weather  has  again  brought 
a  tinge  of  life  to  the  situation,  which  had  become 
quite  flat  under  continued  warm  temperatures. 
Within  the  next  two  weeks  or  so  there  should  be 
some  of  the  real  winter  article  in  the  weather 
line,  at  least  in  fleeting  form,  and  this  will  proba¬ 
bly  stir  up  the  belated  householder  who  has  not 
as  yet  stocked  up  his  cellar.  Steam  sizes  are  in 
fairly  active  demand. 

Vessel  Supply  Better. 

An  important  feature  of  the  bituminous  situa¬ 
tion  is  the  release  of  many  coal  bearing  vessels 
that  had  been  tied  up  for  a  quite  lengthy  period 
by  the  severe  storm,  or  rather  series  of  storms, 
that  swept  the  coast  recently.  Not  only  was  the 
outgoing  fleet,  coal  laden,  tied  up,  but  vessels 
that  had  discharged  in  northern  and  southern 
ports,  were  unable  to  put  out  for  return  voyages. 
This  condition  lasted  for  nearly  ten  days,  and  its 
end  was  hailed  with  delight  by  shippers,  whose 
business  had  been  seriously  retarded  by  the  ele¬ 
ments.  The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  was  one  of 
the  principal  sufferers  at  both  this  end  and  at 
Boston.  At  the  latter  port  the  steamer  Charles 
F.  Alayer,  the  tugs  Savage  and  Georges  Creek, 
and  a  big  fleet  of  barges  were  kept  from  going 
out.  They  arrived  last  Sunday  and  Monday, 
from  a  week  to  ten  days  behind  schedule.  .\t 
Hampton  Roads  the  tugs  Cumberland  and  Pied¬ 
mont  were  unable  to  go  out  to  sea  for  an  equally 
long  time,  w'ith  their  tows  of  several  barges  each. 

Other  coal  vessels  held  up  inside  the  capes  in¬ 
cluded  the  tug  Buccaneer,  with  barges,  for  Provi¬ 
dence,  and  si.x  or  seven  coal  laden  schooners 
southbound. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  will  shortly  re¬ 
ceive  another  of  the  new  steel  barges,  this  one  to 
be  known  as  No.  26.  No.  25  is  making  her  maiden 
voyage  north,  having  been  weather-bound  with 
other  coal  boats  in  the  Delaware  breakwater. 

The  coal  laden  schooner  William  C.  Tanner, 
which  recently  went  ashore  in  Hampton  Roads, 
has  been  refloated.  Her  cargo  is  destined  for 
Mayport,  Fla. 

Vessels  are  still  quite  scarce,  and  charters  arc 
going  up  slowly,  at  least  on  southern  quotations. 
Five  to  ten  cents  has  been  generally  added  to 
the  list.  Boston  remains  about  the  same  at  from 
seventy  to  seventy-five  cents. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


The  New  England  Trade. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[November  3 


34 


Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


It  is  reported  tliat  Tom  Moore  Jr.,  ivlio  some 
years  ago  was  well  known  and  active  in  the  coal 
trade  at  New  York,  has  again  become  interesterl 
in  the  ljusiness. 

A  new  railroad,  to  be  known  as  the  Washing¬ 
ton,  Patuxent  River  &  Drum  Point  is  projected, 
and  incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  at  An¬ 
napolis.  The  road  will  open  up  a  section  of 
Southern  Maryland  which  has  long  been  neg¬ 
lected. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  New  York,  left  on  Friday  of  last 
week  for  Maryland  to  join  a  party  in  a  fox  hunt. 
Mr.  Davis  owns  two  hunters,  and  usually  takes 
about  two  weeks  at  this  season,  to  enjoy  the 
good  old-fashioned  sport. 

Grant  himmons,  of  Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co., 
New  York,  returned  home  on  Monday  from  a 
hunting  trip  to  the  Maine  woods.  He  shot  sev¬ 
eral  deer  and  sent  home  two,  his  legal  allotment, 
but  had  a  pleasant  time,  and  would  have  had  a 
moose  had  it  been  three  days  later  when  he  saw 
it,  being  then  the  closed  season. 

E.  P.  Collins,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
consolidation  of  the  Fairmont  &  Somerset  Coal 
Companies  for  the  past  four  years  as  salesman 
at  New  York,  has  been  appointed  by  the  sales 
department  of  these  companies  as  manager  of 
the  Baltimore  office,  in  the  Continental  Trust 
building.  He  succeeds  Mr.  Kalkmann  on  No¬ 
vember  one. 

R.  J.  Buchholtz,  of  Buchholtz  &  Morrell,  New 
York,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  left  on  Tuesday 
of  this  week  for  Hot  Springs,  Va.,  to  enjoy  a 
few  weeks’  recreation  and  rest.  Mr.  Buchholtz 
has  not  been  away  from  business  all  summer 
and  feels  that  a  change  of  climate  will  be  bene¬ 
ficial,  especially  as  he  has  just  entered  into  part¬ 
nership,  when  increased  duties  will  require  his 
attention. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
filed  with  the  Massachusetts  commissioner  of  cor¬ 
porations  its  statement  of  conditions,  dated 
August  thirty-one,  1906.  It  places  the  assets  at 
$93,918,947,  against  $94,431,430  in  the  previous 
year.  Current  assets  amount  to  $8,037,683  and 
current  liabilities  at  $3,344,793.  The  profit  and 
loss  surplus  is  placed  at  $1,369,841,  against 
$1,471,150  last  year. 

Judge  Holt,  who,  in  the  United  States  circuit 
court  last  Friday  overruled  the  demurrer  of  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  to  the  complaint  filed 
by  the  Aetna  Insurance  Co.,  as  a  stockholder  of 
the  Albany  &  Susquehanna,  will  now  permit  the 
question  to  be  brought  up  for  trial.  The  stock¬ 
holders’  claim  is  that  they  have  not  been  paid 
the  full  compensation  to  which  they  are  entitled 
under  the  terms  of  the  lease  to  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co. 

A.  J.  Field,  of  the  Black,  Field  &  Emmons  Co., 
New  York,  left  on  Friday  of  last  week  for  the 
Maine  woods  on  a  hunting  expedition  for  deer, 
and  hopes  also  to  get  a  moose.  He  goes  from 
here  to  Bangor,  Maine,  where  his  father  resides, 
who  will  accompany  him  with  a  party  and 
guides,  after  arranging  for  the  necessary  equip¬ 
ment  and  provisions  to  go  into  camp.  The  trip 
will  be  made  by  railroad  to  the  northern  part  of 
the  state  and  from  there  by  wagon  to  destination. 

Announcement  was  made  on  October  thirtieth 
by  F.  W.  Wilshire,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  &  Somerset  Coal 
Cos.,  New  York,  that  C.  von  H.  Kalkmann  has 
been  appointed  to  the  position  of  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  sales  of  the  companies,  with 
offices  at  Baltimore,  effective  from  November 
first,  1906.  Mr.  Kalkmann  had  been  identified 
with  the  companies  at  New  York  up  to  early  in 
1903,  when  he  was  appointed  as  manager  of  the 
Baltimore  office. 

H.  K.  Myers,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  J.  O.  Reed, 
of  Phillipsburg,  were  appointed  receivers  by 
Judge  Wilson  on  Friday  last  week,  of  the  Lang- 
don  Cambria  Coal  Mining  Co.  The  action  was 
taken  on  suit  brought  by  Carroll  R.  Williams 


and  John  R.  Snyder,  counsel  for  the  Northern 
Trust  &  Savings  Co.,  of  Lancaster,  and  the 
trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  the  Thatcher  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  intervening  plaintiff.  The  receivers 
were  empowered  to  carry  on  the  business  for 
three  months  if  they  found  it  advantageous  to 
do  so. 

President  Stevens  ,of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Railway  Co.,  presided  over  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  held  last  week  at  Richmond, 
Va.  The  old  board  of  directors  was  re-elected 
and  authorized  to  complete  the  construction  of 
the  Potts  creek  branch,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
five  miles,  for  which  one  million  dollars  four 
per  cent  gold  bonds  will  be  issued.  The  directors 
will  meet  later  in  New  York  to  declare  the  an¬ 
nual  dividend.  President  Stevens  would  not  com¬ 
mit  himself  that  an  increase  would  be  made, 
when  asked. 

New  rules  have  been  issued  by  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad,  the  first  of  the  week,  for  mini¬ 
mizing  the  emission  of  smoke  from  its  locomo¬ 
tives.  Instructions  were  issued  to  engineers  and 
firemen  by  the  general  superintendent  of  mo¬ 
tive  power,  to  govern  their  firing  and  operation, 
to  produce,  not  only  an  economical  use  of  steam 
and  fuel,  but  in  the  elimination  of  dense  smoke, 
especially  in  passing  through  cities  and  thickly 
populated  districts.  The  rules  require  that  fire 
must  be  in  good  condition  when  the  locomotive 
starts  out  on  a  trip,  and  the  large  lump  coal 
reduced  to  nearly  the  size  of  a  man’s  fist  and 
freely  sprinkled  with  water  before  it  is  used. 
Mr.  Muhlfeld  says  the  most  successful  firemen 
are  those  who  can  maintain  the  working  steam 
pressure  within  a  range  of  ten  pounds’  varia¬ 
tion  with  the  smallest  amount  of  fuel  and  the 
least  waste  of  steam. 

A  cyclone  which  swept  through  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  valley  of  the  anthracite  coal  fields  on 
Saturday  night  last,  blew  down  three  breakers, 
damaged  several  more  and  did  considerable  in¬ 
jury  to  many  persons,  homes,  trees  and  tele¬ 
phone  poles.  The  Exeter  breaker  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  West  Pittston,  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  valley,  was  blown  down  and  dam¬ 
aged  to  the  extent  of  $100,000.  Other  losses  sus¬ 
tained  were  the  destruction  of  the  Jermyn  No. 
1,  the  Ontario,  at  Peckville,  with  damages  to  the 
Stevens  colliery  and  the  Maltby.  The  total  loss, 
it  is  estimated,  will  be  close  to  half  a  million  dol¬ 
lars,  forcing  an  idleness  of  probably  four  or 
five  months  at  the  collieries  blown  down  for  re¬ 
construction  and  repairs.  Fortunately  the  men 
and  boys  had  left  the  breakers  an  hour  before 
the  storm  came  and  only  one  man  was  killed, 
though  there  were  many  injured.  Old  Forge 
seemed  to  catch  the  brunt  of  the  storm  and 
scarcely  a  house  in  the  village  escaped  damage. 

Providence  dealers  seem  to  be  unable  to  agree 
on  a  retail  price  for  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  for  winter  delivery,  and  the  situation  in 
regard  to  it  is  apparently,  that  no  definite  con¬ 
clusions  have  as  yet  been  reached.  It  has  been 
customary  in  the  past  to  raise  prices  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  advance  in  circular  at  wholesale, 
a  total  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  on  hard  coal,  for  the 
domestic  sizes,  at  about  this  season  of  the  year. 
But  the  figures  named  on  sales  so  far,  range 
from  $6@7,  and  while  the  higher  price  is  being 
urged  by  some  interests,  others  claim  it  can  not 
be  maintained  in  competition  with  the  standard 
grades  of  soft  coal,  which  are  sold  at  the  sum¬ 
mer  prices,  though  the  cost  upon  it  has  increased 
and  should  therefore  bear  a  similar  advance.  The 
talk  is  also  to  make  a  uniform  price,  prevailing 
last  year,  when  $6.75  a  ton  was  obtained,  with 
slight  discounts  to  larger  consumers,  such  as 
hotels,  bakeries,  churches,  greenhouses,  etc.,  and 
this  seems  to  have  met  with  some  favor,  though 
no  definite  action  has  yet  been  taken. 

Efforts  were  made  during  the  week  by  the 
Anti-Smoke  League,  of  New  York  city,  in  bring¬ 
ing  before  the  board  of  health  experts  in  the 
employ  of  the  Edison  Co.,  with  the  view  of  sug¬ 
gesting  some  means  of  putting  an  immediate  end 
to  the  soft  coal  smoke  nuisance.  The  outcome  of 
the  session  was  that  a  joint  report  will  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  board.  The  league’s  smoke  expert. 


William  Kent,  of  Syracuse  University,  called  the 
attention  of  the  board  to  the  fact  that  soft  coal 
could  be  burned  without  causing  smoke  if  a 
certain  form  of  construction  were  followed  when 
the  furnaces  were  built  and  if  certain  appliances 
for  stoking  were  used.  The  Edison  Co.’s  ex¬ 
perts  agreed  that  this  was  so,  going  even  fur¬ 
ther  and  said  that  after  March  first  there  would 
be  no  more  soft  coal  smoke  from  their  power 
houses,  as  in  the  new  power  house  under  con¬ 
struction  there  was  to  be  additional  grate  surface, 
which  would  obviate  the  difficulty.  The  ascen¬ 
sion,  too,  of  cinders,  resulting  from  the  use  of 
hard  coal  under  a  forced  draught,  it  was  thought, 
would  about  the  same  time.  The  board  of  health, 
however,  suggested  that  something  should  be  done 
before  March,  and  it  was  agreed  by  all  interests 
that  if  the  experts  would  confer  on  the  matter 
together  some  means  of  stopping  the  nuisance, 
or  at  least  diminishing  it,  could  be  found.  The 
two  experts  will  study  the  question  and  report 
to  the  board  at  its  next  meeting. 

The  taking  of  testimony  in  the  Schooley- 
Crawford  will  contest  at  Scranton,  in  which  more 
than  one  million  dollars  is  involved,  was  sudden¬ 
ly  and  unexpectedly  discontinued  on  the  second 
day’s  trial  last  week,  and  caused  great  surprise. 
Contrary  to  expectation,  Schooley  did  not  call 
experts  in  rebuttal  in  the  attack  of  the  validity 
of  the  signature  to  the  will,  and  a  decision  in  the 
case  it  is  thought  will  be  rendered  soon.  The 
other  feature  produced  was  the  statement  of 
Samuel  Parks,  of  Minetola,  N.  J.,  and  Joseph 
Weldon,  of  Cape  May,  N.  J.,  who  have  known 
Charles  F.  Riedel,  one  of  the  alleged  witnesses 
to  the  signature  of  the  Schooley  will,  that 
Schooley  and  Reidel  were  unknown  to  one  an¬ 
other  until  three  months  after  the  will  is  al¬ 
leged  to  have  been  signed  in  Schoole/s  office  in 
Philadelphia.  They  told  of  Reidel  being  intro¬ 
duced  to  Schooley  in  April,  1905.  Col.  L.  A. 
Watres  stated  as  a  witness  that  he  had  been 
intimately  acquainted  with  Mr.  Crawford  in  a 
business  way,  and  knew  him  to  be  habitually 
exact  as  to  figures,  and  that  he  possessed  a 
most  remarkable  memory.  C.  D.  Simson,  Judge 
Willard  and  W.  L.  Connell  gave  similar  testi¬ 
mony.  This  was  adduced  to  show  that  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford  would  never  dispose  of  $300,000  worth  of 
Chicago  subway  stock  when  he  only  owned 
$175,000  worth.  Counsel  for  the  defense  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  phrase  “of  which” 
IS  used  improperly  in  the  alleged  will,  and  that 
Schooley  himself  used  it  that  way  when  on  the 
stand. 

E.  Forrest  Powell,  New  York,  manager  of 
ffie  Pennsylvania,  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal 
Co.,  has  issued  an  announcement  that  he  has  re¬ 
signed  his  position  with  the  above  company,  ef¬ 
fective  October.  The  announcement  further 
states  that  a  co-partnership  has  been  formed  to 
operate  under  the  trade  name  of  E.  Forrest 
Powell  &  Co.,  with  offices  at  309  Whitehall  build- 
ing.  New  York,  and  will  handle  high  grade  an¬ 
thracite  and  bituminous  coal,  furnace  and  foun¬ 
dry  coke.  The  company  is  effective  from  No¬ 
vember  one,  and  has  commenced  doing  business 
with  Mr.  Powell  as  the  managing  partner.  Mr. 
Powell  has  been  well  known  to  the  trade,  both 
at  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  through  a  long 
and  prominent  connection  in  the  sale  of  high 
grade  coals.  He  started  in  business  with  John 
C.  Scott  &  Sons  in  1889,  remaining  with  the 
firm  ten  years,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  W’ebster 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  During  these  years  of  associa¬ 
tion  he  obtained  a  wide  experience  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  departments  of  the  trade,  serving  for  a 
considerable  time  at  the  mines  to  secure  a  tech¬ 
nical  knowledge  of  the  process  of  mining,  acting 
also  as  salesman  and  assisting  in  the  office  duties. 
Later  in  his  employment  he  was  appointed  as¬ 
sistant  to  Mr.  Scott.  On  the  new  companj’  be¬ 
coming  effective  Mr.  Powell  continued  his  as¬ 
sociation  at  Philadelphia  until  February,  1901, 
when  he  opened  the  New  York  offices  for  the 
company,  and.  was  made  the  manager  of  it. 
Serving  through  the  several  changes  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  gave  opportunity  of  knowledge  that 
will  aid  in  the  development  of  the  new  firm. 
Arrangements  have  been  entered  into  for  hand¬ 
ling  a  high  grade  bituminous  coal  from  Cambria 
county. 
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The  Stilfield-Young  Coal  Co.,  Moline,  Ill.,  has 
filed  an  amendment  to  its  charter  changing  its 
name  to  the  Stilfield  Coal  Co. 

L.  P.  Gibbons,  of  Dunmore,  Pa.,  has  leased 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  in  Edmonson 
county,  Ky.,  and  is  opening  mines  at  Bee  Springs, 
near  the  Nolin  river. 

The  bank-head  and  machine  shop  of  the  Do¬ 
minion  Coal  Co.’s  Reserve  mine  at  Sydney,  N. 

S.,  have  been  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  is  es¬ 
timated  at  about  $6,000. 

The  employes  of  the  Henry  C.  Frick  Coke  Co., 
Everson,  Pa.,  have  organized  a  beneficial  asso¬ 
ciation,  the  members  of  which  will  receive  s;ck, 
accident  and  death  benefit. 

Owing  to  the  extremely  cold  weather  the  re¬ 
cent  convention  of  Southeastern  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  association,  held  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was 
not  so  well  attended  as  had  been  anticipated. 

Several  buildings  of  the  Marine  Railway  & 
Coal  Co.,  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  were  recently  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  five 
thousand  dollars,  partially  covered  by  insurance. 

A  contract  for  the  purchase  of  180,000  tons  of 
coke  has  been  made  by  the  United  States  Steel 
corporation.  The  contract  is  let  to  independent 
coke  makers  and  calls  for  Connellsville  coke  at 
$3.10  per  ton. 

The  Georgia  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  owning  extensive 
coal  and  coke  operations  in  northern  Georgia, 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Southern  Steel  Co.,  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.  The  consideration  was  two 
million  dollars. 

An  investigation  is  being  made  by  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  as  to  the  relation¬ 
ship  of  the  Southern  railway  to  the  coal  mining 
industries  in  the  Tennessee-Kentucky  coal  fields 
along  the  system. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cars  the  shipments  of 
coke  for  the  past  two  weeks  from  Scottdale,  Pa., 
have  suffered  a  loss  of  five  thousand  tons.  Pro¬ 
duction  in  the  coke  fields,  however,  is  keeping 
well  up  to  the  limit  of  the  region’s  capacity. 

The  large  new  power  house  of  the  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.,  at  Ensley,  Ala.,  is  to 
be  torn  down  and  rebuilt  on  another  site.  The 
company  has  decided  to  erect  a  large  steel  plant 
on  the  property  now  occupied  by  the  power  house. 

The  John  R.  White  &  Son  Coal  Co.,  of  Provi¬ 
dence,  R.  I.,  is  constructing  a  modern  coal 
pocket  on  Allen  avenue,  which  will  be  one  hun¬ 
dred  feet  in  length  and  sixty-five  feet  wide.  The 
material  used  in  construction  is  re-inforced  con¬ 
crete. 

Charles  R.  Bachman,  connected  with  the  Le¬ 
high  Granite  Brick  Co.,  and  the  largest  whole¬ 
sale  coal  dealer  in  Allentown,  Pa.,  has  made  a 
voluntary  assignment.  No  statements  have  as 
yet  been  given  of  Mr.  Bachman’s  assets  and 
liabilities. 

A  report  recently  issued  by  the  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey  regarding  the  timber  used  in  Pennsylvania 
anthracite  mines,  shows  that  over  seventy  million 
feet  of  hemlock  is  being  used  at  the  present  time, 
yellow  pine,  sixty-nine  million  feet,  and  oak,  forty 
million  feet. 

The  production  of  coal  in  the  southern  states 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years  has  increased  from 
6,175,000  tons  in  1880  to  nearly  eighty  million 
in  1905.  The  production  of  the  entire  United 
States  has  increased  from  forty-three  million  to 
over  315,000,000  tons. 

Seven  men  were  killed  and  two  seriously  in¬ 
jured  as  the  result  of  a  recent  explosion  of  gas 
in  the  Millcreek  end  of  the  Cambria  Steel  Co’s 
mine  at  Johnstown,  Pa.  Just  who  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  disaster  is  not  known,  but  it  is 
thought  it  was  caused  by  a  “windy”  shot. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  has 
appointed  a  committee  to  perfect  plans  for  the 
huilding  of  a  railroad  from  a  large  tract  of  coal 
land  in  the  Big  Sandy  basin  of  Kentucky  to 
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Ashland.  The  road  will  be  one  hundred  miles 
in  length  and  construction  is  to  begin  as  soon 
as  plans  can  be  completed.  Eugene  Zimmerman 
of  Cincinnati  is  the  principa'  stockholder. 

The  square  rigged  ship  Dirigio,  which  loaded 
a  full  cargo  of  coal  at  Curtis  bay  for  the 
Mare  Island  navy  yard,  sailed  during  the  week 
on  her  long  voyage  around  Cape  Horn.  On 
this  trip  to  ’Frisco  the  ship  will  have  to  travel 
12,000  miles. 

The  mines  of  the  Royal  Coal  Co.,  located  in 
Hopkins  county,  Kentucky,  have  been  purchased 
by  the  Chesley  Coal  Co.,  Louisville.  The  consid¬ 
eration  paid  was  $175,000.  The  Chesley  Co.  has 
also  increased  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock 
from  $60,000  to  $200,000. 

J.  F.  Healy,  of  Thomas,  W.  Va.,  who  has  been 
with  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  for  the  past  five 
years  as  manager  of  its  mining  property  in  the 
central  West  Virginia  field,  has  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion  to  accept  the  general  management  of  the 
Davis  Colliery  Co.’s  mines. 

Congressman  Wright  has  purchased  from  the 
Shohola  Falls  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.,  a  block  of  8,200  acres  of  timber  land 
in  Monroe  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  consid¬ 
eration  was  $200,000  and  fifteen  years  is  allowed 
in  which  to  remove  the  lumber. 

The  commission  appointed  by  Governor  Daw¬ 
son  of  West  Virginia  to  draft  new  mining  laws 
to  be  submitted  to  the  next  legislature  for  enact¬ 
ment,  has  about  concluded  its  labors.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  a  number  of  important  changes  are 
to  be  recommended  in  the  present  laws. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  stockholders  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Southern  railway  and  the  Virginia  & 
Carolina  Coal  Co.,  held  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  the  two 
companies  were  consolidated.  The  stockholders 
also  authorized  an  increase  in  the  amount  ot 
capital  stock  from  two  to  three  million  dollars. 

The  coal  mine  at  Saginaw,  Mich.,  which  is 
owned  by  the  workmen  who  operate  it,  has  been 
declared  a  success.  The  company  was  estab¬ 
lished  one  year  ago,  and  as  every  man  is  per¬ 
sonally  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  concern 
there  have  been  no  strikes  or  other  labor  troubles. 

The  Bland  Iron  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Bland,  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  develo^ng 
immense  mineral  deposits  in  Bland  county.  _  The 
officers  of  the  new  company  are  S.  W.  Williams, 
president;  S.  W.  Williams  Jr.,  vice-president, 
A.  R.  Porterfield,  secretary,  and  Fulton  Kegley, 
treasurer. 

According  to  testimony  of  N.  W.  Taylor,  gen¬ 
eral  western  freight  agent  of  the  Vandalia  rail¬ 
road,  given  in  the  governor’s  injunction  suit 
against  the  terminal  monopoly  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
the  freight  rate  on  all  coal  shipped  from  Illinois 
mines  to  St.  Louis,  is  fixed  by  the  St.  Louis  Coal 
Traffic  Bureau. 

The  company  which  is  headed  by  S.  W.  Gebo, 
Thermopolis,  Wyo.,  and  which  made  a  $100,000 
purchase  of  coal  land  twelve  miles  north  of  that 
city  recently,  is  now  developing  the  property  on 
a  large  scale.  As  there  is  no  railroad  yet  which 
touches  this  property,  it  will  be  some  time  before 
shipping  is  done. 

The  annual  report  of  R.  C.  Blair,  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Industrial  Statistics  of  Pennsylvania, 
has  just  been  made  public.  Among  other  things 
it  shows  that  the  year  has  been  remarkably  free 
from  strikes  and  lockouts.  The  aggregate  wages 
paid  to  employes  in  the  mining  of  anthracite  coal 
is  given  as  $87,178,257,  as  compared  with  $77,- 
624,281  in  1903. 

President  F.  H.  Goodyear,  of  the  Buffalo  & 
Susquehanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  issued  an 
order  to  the  effect  that  Charles  P.  Munch,  who 
for  a  year  has  been  general  superintendent  of 
that  company’s  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Du 
Bois,  Pa.,  will  hereafter  be  the  general  manager. 
Mr.  Munch’s  headquarters  will  remain  in  Du 
Bois.  This  promotion  is  a  recognition  of  the  SU' 


perior  executive  ability  of  Mr.  Munch  and  will 
be  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  his  friends. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  United  States 
Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  held  recently  at  Portland,  Maine, 
the  following  directors  were  elected:  E.  R.  An¬ 
drews,  F.  W.  Batchelder,  Henry  A.  Belcher,  Ed¬ 
ward  A.  Clark,  William  A.  Coolidge,  Benjamin 
D.  Hyde,  H.  S.  Kimball  and  C.  A.  Hight  of 
Boston;  Albert  F.  Holden,  Cleveland;  Z.T.  Vin¬ 
son,  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  G.  Henry  Whit¬ 
comb,  of  Worcester,  Mass. 

James  B.  Hogg,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  county 
surveyor  of  Fayette  county,  and  a  pioneer  and 
prominent  man  in  the  developing  of  the  coal  and 
coke  interests  of  western  Pennsylvania,  has  been 
honored  with  an  election  to  membership  in  the 
American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers,  the  fore¬ 
most  technical  society  in  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Hogg  is  the  only  engineer  in  the  Connellsville 
coke  region  who  has  been  honored  with  mem¬ 
bership  in  this  society.  It  was  largely  on  the 
record  he  made  in  railroad  construction  in  the 
west  that  Mr.  Hogg  gained  this  honor.  He 
spent  fourteen  years  in  the  state  of  Washing¬ 
ton  and  built  ten  miles  of  the  heavy  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  cascade  division  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  railroad.  Mr.  Hogg’s  home  is  in  Union- 
town,  where  he  resides  in  a  handsome  house, 
with  spacious  grounds  surrounding  it.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hogg  &  Porter,  c.vil  en- 
gineers,  having  offices  in  the  First  National  bank, 
at  Uniontown,  and  branch  offices  located  in  the 
First  National  bank  of  Connellsville.  Pa. 

Philadelphia  has  long  been  considered  the 
principal  market  for  coal  in  this  country,  owing 
to  the  centralization  of  railroads  there  arid  its 
contiguity  to  the  coal  fields.  But  Baltimore  also 
enjoys  many  advantages  which  bring  this  trade 
to  her  doors.  The  low  rates  for  port  charges, 
which  include  towing,  dockage,  wlprfage.  etc., 
make  this  port  especially  popular  with  the  ship¬ 
owners.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  received  here  for  export  is  taken  to 
the  Curtis  Bay  coal  piers,  which  are  considered 
models  in  their  line.  Much  coal  is  shipped  from 
this  port  under  government  contracts  for  Uncle 
Sam’s  possessions  in  the  far  east,  and  the  city 
also  has  a  large  coal  trade  with  Cuba,  the  Argen¬ 
tine  Republic,  Brazil  and  Mexico.  Frequent 
shipments  are  also  made  by  water  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  trade  with  Mexico  seems  to  be  gov- 
ing  steadily.  A  number  of  big  Mexican  ship¬ 
ments  have  been  recorded  recently.  One  of  the 
last  steamships  to  clear  was  the  British  vessel 
Sansend,  with  5,920  tons  for  Vera  Cruz. 

An  important  addition  to  the  Northern  Pacific 
railway  shops  and  to  the  industries  of  South 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  is  a  new  briquetting  plant  now 
being  installed  in  the  south  end  of  the  shop  yards. 
It  is  being  built  by  the  Northwestern  Improve¬ 
ment  Co.  for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  coal  dust, 
which  forms  a  large  percentage  of  the  product 
of  the  western  mines.  The  company,  as  is  well 
known,  is  a  Northern  Pacific  railway  corporation, 
and  owns  and  operates  the  numerous  coal  mines 
which  supply  the  system  with  fuel.  Montana 
furnishes  the  middle  and  eastern  divisions,  while 
the  western  end  of  the  line  is  supplied  with  coal 
from  Roslyn,  Cle  Elum,  Melmont  and  Wilkeson. 
With  the  exception  of  the  first,  all  of  these  coals 
are  very  friable  and  in  mining  and  handling 
produce  much  dust.  The  plant  now  being  in¬ 
stalled  is  small  and  somewhat  in  the  nature  of 
an  experiment  and  will  later  be  much  enlarged 
if  the  process  is  found  successful.  Some  bond¬ 
ing  substance  will  have  to  be  found  for  holding 
the  dust  together.  There  are  several  of  these 
in  use  in  other  parts  of  the  country  where 
briquetting  is  practiced,  but  different  coals  re¬ 
quire  different  treatment  and  the  South  Tacoma 
plant  will  be  used  first  for  determining  which 
method  is  best  in  each  case.  The  dust  is  first 
passed  through  a  retort  and  heated  to  a  high 
temperature.  After  being  mixed  with  the  bond¬ 
ing  substance  it  is  run  through  the  press  which 
is  somewhat  similar  to  a  brick  machine.  The 
one  at  South  Tacoma  weighs  eight  tons  and  is  a 
very  solid,  substantial  machine.  It  was  built  in 
Denver,  Colo. 
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CoLUMiiCS,  Ohio.,  Oct.  31. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — Small  premiums  for 
spot  coal  arc  being  more  freely  offered 
than  last  week,  with  the  jjrospect  of  still 
heavier  bidding.  Prices  will  remain  at 
two  dollars  for  the  next  two  weeks,  at 
least,  no  advance  having  been  made  on 
November  first,  as  was  anticipated  in 
some  quarters.  The  general  sentiment 
was  against  any  further  increase  at  this 
time,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that 
present  (piotations  may  continue  to  pre¬ 
vail  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Actual  selling  prices  will  depend  up¬ 
on  the  rivalry  of  dealers  and  consum¬ 
ers  for  the  product  and  that  in  turn  is 
contingent  upon  the  weather.  In  the 
opinion  of  prominent  coal  authorities 
there  are  likely  to  be  some  spectacular 
developments  in  the  market  should  the 
country  at  large  be  booked  for  an  old- 
fashioned  winter. 

Car  Shortage  Not  Improved. 

The  car  situation  appears  to  be  stead¬ 
ily  growing  worse,  without  hope  of  ma¬ 
terial  relief  after  navigation,  closes,  as 
the  incompleted  contracts  in  the  north¬ 
west  will  make  a  heavy  draft  upon  roll¬ 
ing  stock  after  it  is  no  longer  possible 
to  ship  by  lake.  One  of  the  big  com¬ 
panies  states  that  it  has  only  got  up 
about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  re¬ 
quired.  It  is  semi-officially  stated  that 
average  car  shortage  for  the  Hocking 
Valley  during  the  past  week  has  been 
forty-five  per  cent  and  for  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  thirty-five  per  cent,  but  many  oper¬ 
ators  report  a  much  greater.. scarcity. 
Mines  located  on  the  Kanawha  &  Mich¬ 
igan  appear  to  be  fearing  the  best  at 
the  present  time,  probably  due  to  con¬ 
signments  of  new  cars  which  are  now 
being  received  from  the  shops. 

The  most  marked  feature  of  the  steam 
trade  is  the  demand  for  slack,  which 
continues  to  grow  heavier,  touching  the 
full  circular  price  of  eighty-five  cents. 
It  is  reported  that  one  of  the  larger 
companies  will  no  longer  quote  it,  on 
account  of  being  unable  to  fill  orders. 

Doings  Among  the  Ko-Koals. 

A  fine  representative  body  of  Colum¬ 
bus  coal  men,  augmented  by  a  number 
of  operators  and  dealers  from  adjacent 
points,  were  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
of  the  Order  of  Ko-Koal,  at  the  Chit¬ 
tenden  hotel,  this  city,  on  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-sixth  inst.  The  class  con¬ 
sisted  of  forty-nine  candidates,  ten 
others  who  had  made  application  being 
unavoidably  detained. 

The  initiatory  ceremonies  were  in  the 
hands  of  Clem  Hicks,  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  Erie,  Pa. ;  O.  P.  Rank, 
of  the  M.  A.  Hanna  Co.,  Cleveland ; 
Frank  Koehne,  of  the  General  Hocking 
Fuel  Co.,  Columbus;  Thomas  Haskett, 
of  the  Chafifiin  Coal  Co.,  Chicago;  Ar¬ 
thur  M.  Hull,  Pictor  of  the  Order, 
Chicago,  and  Ford  R.  Cate,  secretary  of 
the  Ohio  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  of  Columbus.  C. 
M.  Anderson,  of  the  Anderson  Coal  Co., 
skout  for  Columbus,  had  general  charge 
of  the  koruskation. 

These  gentlemen  were  ably  but  rather 
hesitatingly  assisted  by  W.  J.  Hamilton 
and  A.  S.  Tingley,  prominent  Columbus 
coal  men,  who  were  made  exclusive  con¬ 
signees  of  all  the  trouble  that  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  coming  to  the  entire  crowd 
of  novices.  The  koruskation  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  fine  buffet  lunch  and  smoker, 
the  latter  being  enlivened  by  a  good 
musical  program.  Each  person  pres¬ 
ent  received  a  handsome  souvenir.  The 
affair  was  an  entire  success  from  every 
standpoint  and  reflected  great  credit 
upon  those  who  brought  it  about  It  is 


felt  that  Columbus  now  has  as  warm  a 
bunch  of  boosters  as  any  city  in  the 
country.  Following  is  the  list  of  the 
initiates : 

C.  H.  Duffy,  J.  !•'.  Russell,  R.  E. 
Smith,  L.  M.  Breeden,  A.  H.  Wilson, 
L.  P.  Eckcr,  C.  E.  Leslie,  A.  G.  Sim¬ 
ons,  Jno.  Carding,  P.  J.  Briggs,  Z. 
Brewer,  A.  W.  Marshall,  E.  J.  Rein- 
kens,  D.  11.  Fobes,  H.  E.  Mills,  Chas. 
Cohenour,  R.  I.  Teegardin,  Thos.  J.  Mc- 
Leish,  Win.  S.  Connor,  W.  F.  Upson,  A. 

V.  Grossman,  Jay  Gaines,  C.  C.  Johnston, 
H.  C.  Ensign,  G.  D.  Preston,  Frank  W. 
Smith,  Jno.  Henderson,  J.W.  Blower,  C. 
N.  Thompson,  L.  J.  Smith,  A.  P.  DeVen- 
nish,  C.  T.  Herther,  A.  S.  Tingley,  Wm. 
F.  Voegelc,  W.  A.  Gipson,  D.  D.  David¬ 
son,  S.  M.  Condey,  F.  S.  Brooks,  W. 
B.  Jackson,  E.  F.  McManigal,  W.  L. 
Timmons,  J.  B.  Hussey,  W.  J.  Hamil¬ 
ton,  E.  B.  Graham,  Ray  Lovell,  A.  Bren- 
holts,  E.  B.  Hughes,  S.  F.  L.  Dean,  H. 

D.  Freeman,  F.  A.  Prendergast,  H.  A. 
Forsythe,  A.  J.  Anderson,  S.  A.  Mc¬ 
Manigal,  L.  R.  Doty,  R.  G.  Hutchins, 

W,  K.  Field,  E-'D.  Carr,  S.  H.  Foster, 

E.  M.  Poston. 

General  Trade  News. 

J.  S.  Lorrimer,  of  Detroit,  paid  Co¬ 
lumbus  a  visit  early  in  the  week. 

Harry  F.  Tate,  a  well-known  coal  man 
of  Kokomo,  Ind.,  was  in  town  on  Mon¬ 
day. 

J.  J.  Kelley,  of  the  E.  J.  Corbett  Co., 
Detroit,  was  among  Columbus  visitors 
this  week. 

F.  W.  Smith,  of  Straitsville,  Ohio,  was 
one  of  the  out-of-town  coal  men  in  the 
city  last  week. 

E.  E.  I,earned,  of  the  Peabody  Coal 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  was  calling  upon  the 
trade  here  during  the  past  week. 

Wm.  Job  and  James  McDonald,  of 
the  Inter-State  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chica¬ 
go,  were  here  on  business  last  week. 

Judge  L.  F.  Young,  of  the  Peoples' 
Coal  Co.,  Springfield,  Ohio,  was  a  caller 
at  operators’  headquarters  a  few  days 
ago. 

John  Henderson,  vice-president  of  the 
Washington  Fuel  Co.,  was  called  to  Sal- 
tilo,  Ohio,  on  Monday  by  the  death  of 
his  sister. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  of  Detroit,  northern 
sales  agent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co., 
was  a  caller  at  the  general  offices  of 
the  latter  on  Tuesday. 

The  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  has  just  received  from  the  Ral¬ 
ston  Steel  Car  Co.  the  first  installment 
of  a  line  of  private  coal  cars  which  the 
former  propose  to  add  to  their  facili¬ 
ties.  The  cars  are  of  fifty-ton  capacity, 
of  the  new  side-dump  pattern. 

The  action  of  Jacob  Rapp  &  Co.,  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers,  against  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railway  in  the  matter  of  switch¬ 
ing  charges  has  been  withdrawn,  the 
railroads,  it  is  claimed,,  having  agreed 
to  modify  their  rules  in  regard  to  trans¬ 
ferring  cars  from  one  line  to  another. 

J.  F.  Russell,  traveling  salesman  for 
the  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  received 
the  desired  promotion  as  manager  of 
sales  for  that  concern,, taking  effect  No- 
venlber  first.  Mr.  Russell  has  been  on 
the  road  for  the  past  five  years,  having 
formerly  been  with  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co., 
of  Chicago,  and  has  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  among  the  trade..  . 

The  Hocking  Coal  Exchange,  men 
tion  of  whose  change  of  ownership  was 
iccently  made,  has  removed  from  the 
Philadelphia  building  to  the  fifth  floor 
of  the  Capitol  Trust  building.  Articles 
of  incorporation  are  being  prepared  m 
the  name  of  the  Hocking  Coal  Exchange 


&  Mining  Co.  J.  P.  Commiskey,  the 
well  known  Detroit  coal  man,  is  to  be 
president. 

W.  S.  Connors,  of  Columbus,  member 
of  the  firm  of  M.  A.  Suydam  &  Co.,  has 
been  elected  to  the  executive  board  of 
the  Ohio  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  to  succeed  C.  B. 
Jenkins,  of  Marion,  resigned.  The 
choice  is  considered  a  very  fine  one,  as 
Mr.  Conners  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  trade  through  his  exten¬ 
sive  jobbing  and  retail  experience. 

The  executive  council  and  board  of 
directors  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  met  at 
the  office  of  Secretary  Ford  R.  Cate,  in 
this  city,  on  Friday  of  last  week.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  afternoon  they  held  an  informal 
conference  with  the  State  Railway  Com- 
nission  on  matters  affecting  the  interests 
of  their  constituency,  particularly  the 
short-weight  question.  It  was  the  senti¬ 
ment  of  the  coal  men  that  remedy  lies 
in  demanding  a  bill  of  lading  with  each 
car,  and  if  this  is  refused,  or  if  the  rail¬ 
road  fails  to  make  settlement  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  same,  that  the  matter 
should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
commission. 

Last  week  it  was  reported  in  this 
column  that  J.  W.  Blower,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Hisylvania  Coal  Co.,  was 
appointed  by  the  court  as  receiver  of 
the  Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  at  Gloucester, 
Ohio.  This  was  a  very  unfortunate  er¬ 
ror.  The  writer  had  reference  to  the 
property  which  has  been  known  as 
Sedalia  mine.  The  following  from  our 
issue  last  week  will  explain  the  true 
status  of  this  affair : 

"The  Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony 
building.  Chicago,  have  not  been  in¬ 
volved  in  any  way  in  the  financial 
troubles  that  have  overtaken  J.  Will 
Smith  since  he  purchased  the  Sedalia 
mine  at  Gloucester,  Ohio.  The  Sedalia 
Coal  Co.  sold  their  property  at  Glou¬ 
cester  last  June  to  Smith  and  it  seems 
he  immediately  mortgaged  the  property 
for  all  it  was  worth  and  left  about  a 
month  ago  for  parts  unknown.  J.  W. 
Blower,  general  manager,  Hislyvama 
Coal  Co.,  has  succeeded  W.  J.  Hamilton 
of  Columbus  as  receiver  for  the  mine. 
Every  indication  points  to  the  disposal 
of  the  property  at  private  sale  and  it  is 
hoped  to  realize  enough  money  to  sat¬ 
isfy  the  creditors.  The  Sedalia  Coal 
Co.  holds  a  first  mortgage  on  the  prop- 
ertv  for  ten  thousand  dollars.” 
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Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 


A.  B.  Willson  Jas.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Binos 

Cbe  Capitol  €oal  $ 
€oRe  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas.  Yooghiogheny,  Thacker, 
Hocking.  Capitol  Splint  and  West¬ 
moreland  Gas  Coal,  Foundry,  Furnace 
and  Domestic  Coke 

Columbua  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


PRODUCERS 


Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices; 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 

149  BROADWAY. 

COR.  LlBERtr  ST. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE.  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS.  * 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manulactured  by  the 
5ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre> 
donia,  N.  Y., are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 

,  ^  ....  are  extremely  mod¬ 

erate  In  price.  All  abipmenta  made  pronvptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia.  N.Y. 

>  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  3. 

The  coal  and  coke  industry  at  Pitts- 
irg  is  at  present,  as  far  as  prices  are 
)ncerned,  at  a  very  high  tension.  Much 
terest  and  considerable  anxiety  is  dis- 
ayed  regarding  the  change  that  is 
loked  for  in  the  near  future.  The 
pinion  of  many  who  are  in  the  busi- 
ess  is,  that  present  prices  cannot  be 
laintained  much  longer.  It  is  almost 
a  impossibility  unless  you  stand  in 
ith  the  proper  concerns  to  get  orders 
Dr  any  hea\T  supply  filled  without 
waiting  an  unusually  long  time.  The 
lines  in  the  district  are  all  busy  and 
le  record  of  the  ovens  in  the  Connells- 
ille  and  nearby  sections  is,  that  they 
re  all  working  to  their  fullest  capacity. 

Mining  and  Politics. 

The  last  of  the  labor  troubles  has  been 
ettled  and  we  know  of  no  other  dis- 
irbances  in  the  region.  Both  operators 
nd  men  seem  to  be  imbued  with  the 
ict  that  present  conditions  are  too  good 
D  take  any  chances  in  even  an  attempt 
D  disturb  them.  The  only  thing  that  is 
etracting  at  present  from  the  great  in- 
srest  taken  in  coal  mining  is  “politics. 
,Iany  of  the  more  intelligent  miners  are 
leeply  interested  in  politics  and  some  of 
hem  are  actively  at  work  on  the 
stump”  instead  of  in  the  mine.  Ship- 
nents  by  rail  of  both  products  are  ex- 
edingly  heavy.  The  supply  of  cars 
inues  to  be  unusually  scarce;  especially 
s  this  true  regarding  box  cars  for  coke 
.hipments.  An  unusual  degree  of  ac- 
ivity  has  been  developed  in  what  is 
mown  as  the  Ligonier  section,  and  a 
lumber  of  new  mines  have  been  opened 
ip  which  are  producing  a  fine  quality 
)f  coking  coal ;  many  new  ovens  are  also 
n  process  of  erection.  Attention  is 
railed  to  a  news  item  in  this  departinent 
regarding  the  attitude  of  the  United 
States  Steel  Co.  in  buying  coke  in  the 
open  market.  Reference  was  made  to 
this  matter  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Black  Diamond,  but  it  is  so  important 
a  question  and  such  interest  surrounds 
the  action  of  this  great  corporation,  that 
we  call  especial  attention  to  it  again. 

Demand  Greater  than  Supply. 

The  demand  for  both  coal  and  coke  is 
still  much  in  excess  of  the  supply.  Or¬ 
ders  are  being  placed  freely  for  future 
delivery  and  at  prices  that  almost  seem 
marvelous.  The  large  producers  are 
sold  up  and  have  no  stocks  with  which 
to  supply  immediate  orders  and  some  of 
them  are  exceedingly  reticent  regarding 
booking  orders  for  future  delivery. 
Run-of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.50  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This  is  a  pretty 
stiff  price  and  is  fifteen  cents  higher 
than  the  ruling  quotations  of  last  week. 
Three-quarter  inch  is  listed  at  $1.05@ 
$1.15  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This  is 
ten  cents  higher  than  the  ruling  price  of 
a  week  ago.  Lump  coal  is  selling  at 
$1.90  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  we 
are  advised  of  sales  that  were  made  two 
days  ago  at  $3.00.  This  is  thirty  cents 
per  ton  higher  than  the  prices  of  last 
week.  Slack,  which  heretofore  has  been 
higher  proportionately  than  any  other 
grades,  has  not  increased  along  with  the 
advance  on  the  other  kinds  of  coal. 
Prices  of  slack  are  $1.00  and  $1.10  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  which  are  about 
the  same  prices  asked  a  week  ago. 

Coke  Market  Strong. 

The  coke  market  shows  but  little 
change  from  the  situation  of  last  week. 
The  demand  is  still  greater  than  the 
supply  and  producers  are  extremely  con¬ 
servative  both  in  quoting  prices  and  in 
booking  orders  for  present  or  future  de¬ 
livery.  Furnace  coke  is  selling  at  $3.35 


@$3.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 
Foundry  grade  is  selling  for  $3.90@ 
$4.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  with 
both  grades  these  prices  refer  to  present 
delivery.  The  words  “present  delivery’ 
are  almost  a  misnomer,  as  the  principal 
new  business  being  done  at  present  is  in 
the  booking  of  contracts  for  future  ship¬ 
ments  for  which  product  prices  _  vary 
considerably  and  in  many  cases  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  get  heavy  producers  to  give 
out  information  along  these  lines. 

Retail  Coal  and  Coke  Trade  Active. 

A  new  list  of  prices  now  rules  the 
trade  which  we  herewith  append :  for 
domestic  and  lump  coal,  in  short  hauls, 
in  one  hundred  bushel  lots,  the  price  is 
10l4c;  in  fifty  bushel  lots,  11c;  in  twen¬ 
ty-five  bushel  lots,  12c.  Anthracite  coal 
in  short  hauls  is  selling  for  $6.50  per 
net  ton ;  at  the  yard  the  price  is  $5.75 
per  net  ton.  Coke  for  domestic  use  in 
two-ton  lots  is  selling  at  $5.50  per  ton 
delivered  and  small  lots  are  bringing 
$6.00  per  ton  delivered.  Contract  or¬ 
ders  for  coal  for  stoker  use  quoted  as 
follows  :  Run-of-mine,  7-l4c  per  bushel ; 
lump,  8j4c  per  bushel;  slack,  6c  per 
bushel.  It  is  anticipated  that  there  will 
be  an  additional  rise  in  price  of  all  kinds 
of  fuel  at  retail  of  l4c  per  bushel  in  the 
near  future. 

Large  River  Stock. 

The  stock  of  coal  in  the  river  harbors 
at  present  is  one  of  the  largest  that  has 
been  stored  there  for  a  long  time,  and 
when  the  proper  rise  occurs  in  the 
streams  there  will  be  sent  out  some  of 
the  heaviest  shipments  that  have  ever 
left  the  city. 

It  is  needless  to  state  that  everybody 
who  has  any  interested  connection  with 
the  coal  and  coke  trade  are  pleased  with 
the  present  state  of  affairs  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district.  If  money  is  not  being 
made  it  surely  is  not  the  fault  of  a  lack 
of  orders  or  a  ruinous  price  for  the 
product. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

At  the  Glen  Eastern  plant  of  the  same 
company,  located  at  Moundsville,  W. 
Va.,  a  modern  electric  plant  will  be  in¬ 
stalled.  Elliott  &  Baton,  mining  engi¬ 
neers  of  Pittsburg,  are  now  taking  bids 
for  this  work. 

The  Old  Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg,  are  making  extensive  im¬ 
provements  to  their  plants.  At  Old  Col¬ 
ony  No.  2,  at  Ligonier,  Pa.,  the  foun¬ 
dations  for  the  new  tipple  were  com¬ 
pleted  last  week  and  the  erection  of  the 
tipple  has  been  started. 

Up  to  the  present  time  the  movement 
for  opening  new  coking  coal  fields  has 
been  only  in  its  inceptive  stage.  A  few 
developments  have  been  started,  such  as 
was  noted  in  The  Black  Diamond  re¬ 
cently,  when  the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel 
Co.  gathered  in  thousands  of  acres  of 
Washington  county  coal  land  for  this 
purpose. 

Mr.  B.  H.  Schewe,  secretary  of  the 
Old  Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  just 
returned  from  a  trip  to  the  mines  at 
Ligonier,  Pa.  Since  the  reorganization 
of  the  office  force  of  the  Old  Colony 
Co.,  Mr.  Schewe  has  had  some  addi¬ 
tional  duties  placed'  upon  him,  and  is 
kept  busy  looking  after  the  growing  in- 
trests  of  the  concern. 

The  Union  Trust  Co.,  of  Pittsburg, 
has  filed  answer  to  the  suit  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  the  action  being  to  re¬ 
gain  possession  of  $77,121,  which  had 
been  paid  to  the  bank  on  a  mortgage 
and  to  have  the  court  prevent  further 
collection.  The  trust  company  says  that 


the  money  was  collected  legally  and  asks 
a  dismissal  of  the  suit. 

The  Adah  coke  plant,  near  New  Ha¬ 
ven,  Pa.,  has  been  sold  by  I.  W.  Semans 
and  R.  W.  Dawson  to  Uniontown  and 
McKeesport  parties  for  $50,000.  The 
purchasers  have  formed  the  Adah  Coke 
Co.  with  these  Uniontown  men  as  offi¬ 
cers;  McClellan  Leonard,  president;  J. 

A.  Strickler,  secretary,  and  R.  W.  Daw¬ 
son,  treasurer.  The  plant  includes  fortv 
ovens  and  fifty-four  acres  of  coal. 

The  insurance  companies  have  asked 
a  new  trial  of  the  cases  wherein  A. 
Overholt  &  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  were 
awarded  the  full  amount  of  their  poli¬ 
cies  for  loss  by  the  fire  at  the  Broad- 
Ford  distillery  last  November.  The 
Overholt  distilleries  are  owned  by  the 
Frick  &  Mellen  interests  of  Pittsburg, 
The  court  awarded  the  full  amount  of 
the  claims  made,  which  were  consider¬ 
ably  over  $400,000. 

Hon.  George  F.  Huff,  republican  can¬ 
didate  for  congress  from  the  Westmore- 
land-Butler  district,  is  making  an  ear¬ 
nest  and  active  canvass  among  the 
workingmen  of  the  coke  regions  for 
votes.  The  outlook  is  that  Mr.  Huff 
will  win  out  with  a  handsome  majority. 
The  coal  and  coke  workers  are  with 
Mr.  Huff  in  his  fight,  and  they  say  that 
their  “boss”  will  win  out,  or  they  will 
want  to  be  shown  why  he  can’t. 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  the  name  of  Mr.  J.  L.  Good  was 
printed  J.  L.  Grace.  This  was  an  er¬ 
ror  of  the  printer,  who  was  not  able  to 
decipher  the  hurried  penmanship  of  the 
Pittsburg  representative  of  the  paper 
Anybody  and  everybody  who  have 
had  any  dealings  with  the  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  knows,  or 
should  know,  that  Mr.  J.  L.  Good  is 
their  traffic  manager  and  superintendent 
of  transportation,  and,  in  addition  to 
this,  is  the  one  above  all  others  that  the 
newspaper  boys  desire  to  meet. 

Anticipating  a  famine,  all  dealers  in 
the  vicinity  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  have 
increased  the  price  of  coal  one  cent  per 
bushel.  Two  weeks  ago  lump  coal  was 
selling  at  five  cents  a  bushel  at  the  mine ; 
slack  was  selling  at  three  cents  and 
run-of-mine  at  four  cents.  The  old 
saying  that  “shoemakers’  children  are 
always  barefooted”  is  particularly  applic¬ 
able  to  the  coal  region  at  Connellsville. 
It  is  said  that  the  coal  producers  harbor 
carefully  the  entire  output  of  the  mines, 
claiming  that  they  realize  more  on  it  by 


shipping  it  away,  and  they  have  but 
little  desire  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
consumers  at  home. 

Francis  L.  Robbins,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  is  a 
busy  man  these  days.  In  addition  to  his 
duties  with  the  coal  company  he  is  de¬ 
voting  a  large  part  of  his  time  to  aid 
the  republican  nominees  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  to  place  their  men  in 
office.  On  Saturday  last  Mr.  Rohbins 
presided  at  the  monster  meeting  held  in 
Pittsburg,  at  which  gathering  Senator 
Philand  C.  Knox  was'  the  principal 
speaker.  On  Monday  evening  of  this 
week  Mr.  Robliins  presided  at  the 
Knox-Moody  meeting  held  at  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

It  is  announced  in  the  press  that  the 
strike  at  Hite  Station,  Creighton  and 
vicinity,  which  has  been  on  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  weeks  has  been  broken  and  that 
the  men  are  returning  to  work.  Of  the 
one  hundred  and  eighty-five  men  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  Creighton  mine  of  the 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty  have  gone  back  to  the 
employ  of  the  company,  and  over  one- 
half  the  men  are  back  at  the  Mchit- 
ridge  Bros.’  mine,  .'kt  the  Cornell  Co. 
mines  work  was  resumed  the  first  of  the 
week,  the  United  Mine  Workers  offer¬ 
ing  no  opposition.  The  result  of  these 
matters  is  regarded  by  the  west  Penn¬ 
sylvania  operators  as  a  decided  victory. 

The  Engineers’  Society  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  made  a  trip  to  Conneaut 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

YoughiogherDy  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

connellsville  and  w.va.  coke 


R  A  I  IvS 

NEW  a^nd  RELAYING 
12  to  100  lb.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

L.  B.  Foster  Co.,  gjUSiK: 


STEEL  RAILS 

We  buy  and  sell  all  sizes  of  New  and  Re¬ 
laying  Ralls.  We  have  in  stock  new  light 
rails  from  12-lb.  to  40-lb.  ready  for  quick 
shipment.  Please  communicate  with  us. 

IROIV  CITY  8TEE1,  COIIPAXY 
Bessemer  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


R  A.  I  tv  S 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 


Frick  Building, 


PITTSBURGH.  PA. 


THE  COMING 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day. ol  hieh-gr-de  Steam. 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OUR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  tbe  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
Cumberland  Coal 
land  title  bldg. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 


Co. 


911  BESSEMPR  BLDG. 
PITTSBURG.  PA. 


Cft  DnilfMAM  miner  and  SHIPPER 

.  C.  dOWKIAN  anthracite -coke -bituminous 

■  (BOLE  HIIIPPEB) 


LDPEZ" 

nine  Agent  “Perfeotlon”  Hmlthlng 
“Best”  tins 
White  Oak”  Nteam 
And  other  grade*  Bltumlnons 
--  'Ve.t  virgmia  c  oke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIDNS  TD  119 

Anthracit.  Shipm^ts  m.d.  by  KaU  or  P  ^  H.  R.  R.. 


•‘RELIANCE” 

“Buck  ^fountain” 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh” 
“Wilkes  Barre” 

And  other  grades  Aathraelt# 
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Harbor,  Oliio,  this  week,  to  inspect  the 
coal  and  ore  docks  at  tliat  place.  One 
of  the  machines  that  excited  great  in¬ 
terest  was  for  unloading  coal  from  cars. 
The  cars  come  along  at  about  the  rate 
of  thirty  an  hour  and  enter  on  a  piece 
of  trackage  somewhat  resembling  a  rail¬ 
road  scale.  The  car  then  is  lifted  bodi¬ 
ly  by  machinery  atid  turned  upside 
down,  the  contents  falling  into  a  chute 
leading  to  an  ore-carrying  vessel.  The 
car  then  is  placed  on  the  track  by  the 
machinery  and  moves  by  gravity  into 
the  yards,  ready  to  be  sent  back  to  Pitts¬ 
burg  loaded  with  ore. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  railroad 
has  begun  one  of  the  first  practical 
efforts  on  the  part  of  any  local  railroad 
to  do  away  with  the  smoke  its  locomo¬ 
tives  now  spread  over  the  city.  Com¬ 
mencing  this  morning  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  will  install  special  coke  burning  lo¬ 
comotives  for  service  within  the  city 
limits,  as  far  as  McKees  Rocks  yards. 


This  idea  is  but  one  that  the  company 
has  in  view.  It  will  be  tried  out,  how¬ 
ever,  .with  the  hope  that  during  the  ex¬ 
periment  something  may  develop  that 
will  show  how  such  a  plan  can  be 
worked  on  a  practical  basis  and  so  even¬ 
tually  do  away  entirely  with  coal-burn¬ 
ing  engines  inside  the  city. 

Efforts  are  being  directed  by  experts 
to  reduce  the  ratio  of  coke  consumption 
in  blast  furnaces  to  the  ton  of  iron  pro¬ 
duced.  The  installation  of  the  Gayley 
refrigerating  process  has  had  a  signal 
effect  on  the  matter.  But  in  spite  of 
all  such  efforts,  it  has  become  known 
that  at  the  present  time  the  Connells- 
ville  coke  production  is  scarcely  three- 
fifths  of  the  net  tonnage  of  pig  iron. 
In  other  words,  the  coke  produced  is 
less  than  1,200  pounds  to  2,000  pounds 
of  iron,  while  the  lowest  ratio  of  coke 
used  in  a  blast  furnace  has  been  1,800 
pounds  to  a  ton  of  iron.  This  dis- 
crei)ancy  has  to  be  made  up  with  a 


use  of  other  than  the  pure  Connells- 
ville  coke,  and  consequently  must  af¬ 
fect  more  or  less  the  iron  that  is  turned 
out. 

Nothing  has  so  started  the  iron  and 
coke  trade  of  the  country  as  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  steel  corporation 
has  at  last  been  forced  to  go  into  the 
open  market  for  the  augmenting  of  its 
coke  supply.  The  mere  deal  for  out¬ 
side  coke  is  not  what  has  aroused  the 
surprise,  but  rather  what  is  back  of  it. 
From  statements  from  high  authorities, 
it  is  learned  that  with  the  steady  in¬ 
crease  in  production  of  pig  iron  the  de¬ 
mand  for  coke  has  increased  with  a 
like  ratio,  but  that  the  ability  of  the 
present  coke  producing  territories  to 
supply  this  same  ratio  of  increase  has 
been  slowly  falling  backward,  and  now 
the  problem  has  been  forced  upon  the 
trade  to  seek  some  new  coke  fields. 

An  invention  that  will  revolutionize 
the  manufacture  of  coke  was  officially 


adopted  this  week  by  the  W.  J.  Rainey 
Coke  Co.,  the  largest  independent  pro¬ 
ducers  in  the  Connellsville  region.  The 
new  machine,  the  product  of  the  brain 
of  T.  J.  Mitchell,  general  manager  of 
the  Rainey  interests,  has  been  in  use  for 
a  short  time  at  the  Mt.  Braddock  works. 
It  has  proven  a  success.  The  invention 
will  make  it  possible  for  four  men  to 
charge,  water,  draw  and  convey  coke 
form  one  hundred  ovens,  thereby  doing 
the  same  amount  of  work  which  now 
requires  from  forty  to  fifty  men.  The 
oven  is  a  radical  departure.  It  is  rect¬ 
angular  in  shape,  four  feet  wide  and 
thirty  feet  long,  the  crown  being  cone 
shaped.  The  greatest  departure  comes 
in  the  drawing.  On  each  side  of  a 
string  of  ovens  tracks  are  constructed. 
A  big  telescopic  machine  or  ram  moves 
on  this.  After  an  oven  is  watered  this 
machine  is  moved  before  it,  and  the 
ram,  operated  by  electricity,  forces  the 
entire  charge  of  coke  bodily  out  of  the 
other  end. 
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The  weather  man  has  gone  to  the  “Land  of  Nod.”  In  one  of  his 
drowsy  moments  he  must  have  pulled  the  summer  throttle,  because 
from  all  appearances  we  have  been  transported  back  to  the  climate 
of  early  autumn,  even  though  there  is  a  car  shortage.  The  mellow  weather 
has  had  its  usual  effect  upon  the  retail  trade  and  consumer,  producing  that 
complacency  which  tends  to  banish  the  feeling  that  the  coal  man  may  be 
needed.  Summer  weather  has  the  same  effect  on  domestic  consumption 
that  a  six-course  dinner  has  on  a  healthy  appetite.  When  the  finger  bowls 
come  around  one  feels  that  he  would  never  care  to  eat  again.  In  like  manner 
a  gleam  of  sunshine  seems  to  dispel  from  the  mind  of  the  consumer  all  per¬ 
ceptions  of  an  empty  coal  bin.  There  has  been,  however,  a  heavy  demand  for 
anthracite  during  the  past  week,  but  it  has  come  more  from  the  retailers 
who  anticipate  from  the  strained  conditions  of  transportation  that  a  short¬ 
age  of  coal  will  predominate  as  soon  as  cold  weather  becomes  a  reality. 

The  demand  for  steam  sizes  continues  above  normal.  Many  industries 
are  planning  to  increase  the  output  of  merchandise  and  new  enterprises  are 
being  created  almost  every  day,  all  of  which  tends  to  accentuate  the  reign 
of  prosperity.  During  the  past  week,  therefore,  the  strenuous  labor  of  the 
coal  man  has  been  along  the  line  of  catching  up  with  his  back  orders  and  en¬ 
deavoring  to  spread  out  the  coal  where  it  will  do  the  most  good.  Retail 
dealers  have  been  ordering  freely,  well  knownig  that  an  excessive  demand  is 
sure  to  come  with  the  advent  of  real  winter  weather. 

Car  Supply  Not  Increased. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  the  car  situation  this  week.  It  is  generally 
conceded  by  traffic  managers  and  the  coal  trade  in  general  that  conditions 
are  worse  this  year  than  ever  before.  The  volume  of  business  on  every  rail¬ 
road  system  throughout  the  pountry  supercedes  all  past  records,  and 
although  there  have  been  250,000  cars  added  to  the  service  yet  the  number 
of  cars  which  are  demanded  to  take  care  of  the  constantly  increasing  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  country,  together  with  those  which  must  be  sent  to  the  shops 
for  repairs  and  to  the  scrap  heap  because  they  are  worn  out,  has  not  tended 
to  increase  the  supply  sufficiently  to  take  care  of  current  commerce.  The 
railroads  have  issued  circulars  to  all  the  principal  shippers  urgently  advis¬ 
ing  them  to  unload  with  the  greatest  dispatch.  No  doubt  the  transportation 
companies  are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  situation. 
Some  roads  have  refused  to  let  their  cars  go  to  foreign  lines,  knowing 
fully  well  that  they  would  not  be  promptly  returned.  The  owners  of  indi¬ 
vidual  cars  in  many  cases  are  getting  better  service  than  operators  who 
must  depend  upon  the  regular  allotment  from  the  railroads  entering  their 
district.  Much  anxiety  is  shown  throughout  the  middle  west,  and  Chi¬ 
cago  especially,  with  reference  to  the  reported  switchmen’s  strike  which  was 
scheduled  to  take  place  on  last  Wednesday.  If  the  switchmen  had  gone 
out  they  would  no  doubt  have  tied  traffic  in  a  knot.  However,  the  matter 
was  arbitrated.  The  railroad  officials  suggested  the  selecting  of  five  arbi¬ 
trators  who  should  have  the  power  to  decide  the  question  at  issue.  It  is 
anticipated  that  this  proposition  will  be  accepted,  and  while  the  question 
under  discussion  is  pending  the  switchmen  will  remain  at  work  on  all  roads. 

Demand  for  Anthracite  Firm. 

The  mild  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  highly  appreciated 
by  selling  agents  of  anthracite.  They  had  practically  refused  to  take  any 
more  orders  until  they  were  able  to  promise  something  definite  relative  to 
shipment.  Since  the  demand  during  the  past  week  is  not  quite  so  active 
and  the  supply  of  coal  coming  in  from  the  mines  and  available  at  the 
docks  has  somewhat  increased,  the  selling  branch  of  the  coal  trade  has  dis¬ 
posed  of  a  large  amount  of  accumulated  business  on  their  books.  The 
amount  of  coal  transported  to  the  docks  this  week  has  not  particularly 
increased.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  augment  the  supply  before  navi¬ 
gation  closes.  There  has  been  a  good,  healthy  demand  on  the  part  of  re¬ 
tailers  owing  to  the  long  delay  in  placing  orders.  At  the  present  time  very 
few  selling  agents  are  carrying  duplicate  or  triplicate  orders  on  their  books. 
This  condition,  however,  no  doubt  will  predominate  as  soon  as  the  demand 
is  greatly  increased  since  the  selling  agents  already  have  enough  business 
to  keep  them  busy  for  two  or  three  weeks.  There  is  some  complaint 
among  the  western  shippers  of  anthracite  to  the  effect  that  they  are  not 


able  to  get  a  normal  supply  of  empty  cars  at  the  western  docks.  .Shipments, 
however,  from  Milwaukee  are  reported  to  be  better  than  at  Chicago  and  at 
some  other  points.  The  production  of  anthracite  last  month  was  5,()()0,00() 
tons,  and  exceeded  the  production  of  October,  last  year. 

Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

The  tone  of  the  bituminous  market  is  very  firm,  with  an  accentuated 
demand  for  steam  and  domestic  sizes.  Prices  have  advanced  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty-five  cents  in  general  and  the  production  is  not  much  more 
than  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  capacity.  Many  selling  agents  are  reluctant 
in  taking  new  business,  knowing  fully  well  that  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
any  definite  date  for  shipment.  The  coastwise  trade  shows  a  stronger 
tone  for  bituminous  coal  than  last  week.  The  demand  in  the  east  is  con¬ 
stantly  growing  and  greatly  reducing  the  stocks.  Industrial  activity  is 
requiring  more  steam  coal  and  the  car  shortage  and  scarcity  of  labor  no 
doubt  in  the  near  future  will  greatly  augment  the  demand.  Chicago  and 
Detroit  jobbers  have  been  in  the  Hocking  valley  districts  during  the  past 
week  endeavoring  to  dispatch  coal  to  market.  Hocking  continues  firm  .at 
two  dollars  for  domestic  lump,  and  there  is  no  talk  of  an  immediate  ad¬ 
vance  in  price. 

Western  Market  Strong. 

Nearly  the  same  features  predominate  in  the  western  markets  as  char¬ 
acterized  the  conditions  last  week.  The  demand  and  supply  are  practically 
in  equilibrium,  enabling  the  selling  branch  of  the  trade  to  take  a  prospective 
of  the  situation  and  therefore  determine  what  is  the  best  method  to  pursue 
in  taking  care  of  the  vast  accumulation  of  orders.  The  strongest  points 
of  the  market  are  Hocking,  Youghiogheny  and  West  Virginia  splint. 
Screenings  continue  weak,  although  the  demand  is  somewhat  better  than 
during  the  past  month.  Prices  are  on  the  upward  trend  and  the  healthy 
tone  of  the  market  in  every  respect  is  commendable.  The  demand  for  slack 
coal  has  greatly  increased  in  the  Columbus  district  and  some  operators  are 
buying  the  product  outside  to  supply  their  trade. 

The  situation  in  the  northwest  is  characterized  by  a  good,  healthy 
demand.  Small  sizes  and  domestic  coal  are  not  as  firm  as  last  week,  and 
the  amount  of  stock  in  storage  is  reported  to  be  greater  now  than  last 
year  at  this  time.  The  supply  of  coal  in  southern  markets  is  suffering  from 
a  mitigation  of  car  supply  owing  to  the  large  transportation  of  cotton. 

Eastern  Market  Very  Firm. 

The  constant  disturbances  in  water  transportation  along  the  coast  and 
in  New  York  harbor  has  tended  to  greatly  affect  the  supply  of  coal  at  tlie 
ports.  Harbor  vessels  are  not  plentiful,  which  has  greatly  affected  the 
New  York  trade.  The  demand  for  bituminous  coal  is  reported  to  *)e  in¬ 
creasing  and  line  business  in  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  continues 
more  active.  Trade  along  the  sound  is  characterized  by  a  healthy  tone 
and  is  constantly  improving.  The  embargo  upon  business  at  New  England 
points  is  having  its  usual  effect  in  decreasing  the  supply  of  empty  cars  at 
the  mines.  The  amount  of  steam  coal  in  the  Buffalo  market  is  reported  very 
short.  The  coal  and  coke  situation  in  Pittsburg  remains  about  the  same  as 
last  week.  Everyone  is  busy  and  order  books  are  congested.  There  is  a 
constantly  increasing  demand  for  cars,  and  the  shortage  of  labor  is  helping 
to  lessen  the  output.  River  shipments  have  not  been  as  numerous  as  was 
anticipated  and  the  demand  for  coal  has  exceeded  the  supply  to  sucli  an 
extent  that  some  of  the  operators  are  going  into  the  open  market  to  pur¬ 
chase  sufficient  quantities  to  fill  contracts. 

The  embargo  on  eastern  lines  and  shortage  of  the  car  supply  have 
assumed  such  proportions  that  few  boats  have  been  bringing  grain  eastward 
during  the  past  week.  This  has  had  its  usual  effect  in  cutting  down  the  supply 
of  coal  to  lake  docks.  On  the  whole  the  market  is  in  good  shape,  stable 
and  strong  and  prices  are  on  the  upward  trend.  .Selling  agents  arc  not 
inducing  orders.  Their  principal  business  now  is  the  rational  distribution 
of  coal  on  orders  piling  up  on  their  books,  .■^s  soon  as  cold  weather  becomes 
continuous  for  a  few  days  the  market  in  all  its  aspects  will  be  characterized 
by  a  remarkable  tension.  This  is  likely  to  take  effect  any  day.  The  dealers 
who  have  received  a  generous  coal  supply  are  to  be  commended. 
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riie  remarkably  mild  weather  during  the  past 
week  tended  to  mitigate  the  demand  for  domestic 
sizes.  In  general  the  market  is  characterized 
by  about  the  same  features  as  were  predominant 
last  week.  The  supply  is  nearly  equal  to  the 
demand,  although  operators  and  sales  agents  are 
not  in  a  position  to  till  rush  orders  promptly, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  most  of  them  are  weeks 
hehind  on  back  orders.  The  mellow  weather  has 
proved  very  advantageous,  enabling  the  selling 
branches  of  the  trade  to  spread  out  coal  o.n  rush 
orders  and  prepare  for  the  brisk  business  which 
is  sure  to  come  with  severe  cold  weather.  In 
almost  all  cases  salesmen  have  been  called  in  and 
representatives  in  some  instances  have  been  sent 
to  the  mines  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  the 
supply  of  cars.  It  is  reported  that  selling  agents 
have  comparatively  more  business  booked  now 
than  at  this  time  last  year.  The  supply  this  week 
has  been  mitigated  to  some  extent  by  the  miners 
laying  off  for  election  and  not  going  to  work 
promptly.  This,  however,  only  affected  a  few 
mines  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  miners 
lost  much  less  time  this  year  than  is  usually  the 
case.  I'lie  weakest  point  of  the  market  is  on 
screenings,  and  in  some  cases  they  were  sold  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week  for  a  little  above  freight 
charges.  The  classes  of  coal  strongest  in  the 
market  were  Hocking,  Youghiogheny  and  the 
West  Virginia  splints.  The  prices,  on  the  whole, 
remain  about  the  same  as  last  week.  It  is  the 
general  opinion  of  many  of  the  sales  agents  that 
the  price  on  smokeless  will  be  advanced  twenty- 
five  cents  by  the  middle  of  the  month.  Brazil 
block  advanced  November  first  to  $2.40  open  cars 
or  $2.50  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  This  was 
naturally  the  result  of  advances  in  other  Indiana 
coals. 

Prices  are  constantly  growing  stronger  on  all 
grades  of  coal,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars, 
which  will  continue  to  increase.  More  cars  are 
being  co.nstantly  diverted  to  transporting  coal 
from  the  mines  to  the  docks  to  insure  an  ample 
supply  before  navigation  closes.  As  one  extreme 
in  temperature  usually  follows  another,  it  may  be 
predicted  that  we  will  experience  a  long  spell  of 
cold  weather  in  the  near  future.  As  soon  as  this 
becames  a  fact  an  avalanche  of  orders  may  be 
expected.  Selling  agents  and  operators  who  al¬ 
ready  have  a  large  number  of  orders  on  their 
books  generally  agree  that  they  should  not  accept 
more  business  than  they  can  promptly  handle. 
The  car  shortage  is  bound  to  grow  more  acute 
when  cold  weather  sets  in  and  transportation  be¬ 
comes  retarded  by  snow  and  storms. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  this  week  has  some¬ 
what  abated,  owing  to  the  mild  weather.  The 
supply,  however,  is  much  less  than  the  demand, 
owing  to  the  excessive  car  shortage.  Selling 
agents  are  using  every  effort  to  take  care 
of  tlie  business  wbich  has  accumulated,  and  many 
claim  they  will  not  be  able  to  catch  up  in  two 
or  three  weeks.  Shipments  from  the  docks  are 
somewhat  improved  over  last  week.  The  amount 
of  coal  stored  is  much  less  at  present  than  last 
year  at  this  time,  but  it  is  believed  by  many  that 
before  navigation  closes  the  supply  will  be  ample 
to  meet  all  requirements.  Many  of  the  selling 
agents  are  refusing  now  to  accept  any  more 
orders  specifving  delivery  date.  This  is  a  good 
policy  and  will  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of 
duplications,  which  usually  arise  as  soon  as  the 
demand  is  greatly  accentuated. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Strong. 

New  River  coal  this  week  is  in  good  demand. 
The  car  shortage  is  about  the  same  as  last  week. 


Lump  coal  is  very  scarce  and  the  market  is  strong- 
Operators  are  receiving  about  twenty  per  cent  of 
the  amount  of  coal  necessary  to  fill  current  or¬ 
ders.  Mine-run  is  firm  at  $1,155  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $15.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  coal  has  been 
bringing  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  nut,  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.55 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  the  market  strong. 

'I'liE  Pocahontas  field  has  experienced  during 
the  past  week  a  somewhat  better  car  service  than 
formerly,  but  only  about  a  fifth  of  the  normal 
production  has  been  attained.  Mine-run  is  in 
good  supply  and  is  bringing  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  or  $3.30(^$3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There 
is  some  spot  mine-run  available  and  the  market 
is  firm.  £gg  and  lump  arc  in  very  strong  de¬ 
mand  and  are  selling  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

P'airmont  coal  this  week  is  characterized  by  a 
strong  market.  The  three-quarter-inch  lump  is 
bringing  $1.50(a;l.G0  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.40@ 
3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Car  service  in  the  Pied¬ 
mont  region  is  reported  better  than  in  other 
mining  districts,  but  on  the  whole  production  is 
only  about  one-third  normal.  Most  selling  agents 
and  operators  are  away  behind  in  their  orders. 

VViNiFREDE  splint  is  in  about  the  same  demand 
cS  last  week.  The  market  is  very  strong  for  egg 
and  lump,  which  is  selling  at  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $4.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Washed  egg  has 
been  bringing  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  demand  is  increasing  for 
this  grade  of  coal  and  the  supply  coming  into 
the  market  is  greatly  reduced  by  the  heavy  de¬ 
mand  at  points  nearer  the  mines. 

Kanawha  splint  operators  and  selling  agents 
claim  they  have  not  enough  available  coal  to 
fill  contracts.  They  could  easily  get  from  ten 
to  fifteen  cents  in  advance  of  the  present  price 
if  the  coal  could  be  secured.  Of  the  ninety-nine 
mines  in  the  Kanawha  region,  only  thirty-three 
had  cars  one  day  this  week.  There  is  no  spot 
coal  and  orders  are  being  refused  in  almost  every 
case.  Mine-run  during  the  week  has  been  bring¬ 
ing  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  three-quarter-inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  inch-and-a-half 
lump,  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Black  Band  is  in  brisk  demand.  The  car 
shortage  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week  and 
advanced  prices  are  being  maintained.  Very  little 
new  business  can  be  accepted,  owing  to  the  small 
supply  of  coal  coming  into  this  market.  During 
the  past  week  what  little  lump  coal  there  was 
has  been  sold  for  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Illinois  Coals  Strong. 

Du  Quoin  coal  operators  are  able  to  secure 
only  about  one-third  of  the  normal  production. 
Large  quantities  of  this  coal  is  being  consumed 
locally  or  is  shipped  to  the  St.  Louis  market. 
The  car  shortage  is  worse  this  week  than  last,  if 
possible.  No.  1  nut  has  sold  at  $1.20  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  six-inch  egg 
and  lump,  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  with  the  market  very  firm. 

Wilmington  operators  and  selling  agents  have 
been  doing  their  best  to  catch  up  with  the  large 
number  of  orders  on  file.  The  car  shortage  is 
not  as  acute  this  week  as  last.  The  demand  for 
this  grade  of  coal  continues  about  the  same. 
Lump  has  been  selling  at  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  are  in 
good  demand  and  domestic  sizes  are  strong.  The 
car  service  is  decidedly  improved.  It  is  reported 
that  the  number  of  available  cars  is  somewhat 
greater  on  the  Chicago  &  Northw'estern  and  Chi¬ 
cago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  than  on  other  roads 
hunning  into  the  Third  Vein  district.  The  de¬ 


mand  is  a  little  greater  than  it  was  last  week 
and  prices  remaui  practically  the  same.  Third 
Vein  chunks  are  quoted  at  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  standard  lump,  $2.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
washed  screenings,  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or 
$2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  washed  nut,  $2.40  f.  o.  b- 
the  mines,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  egg  coal, 
$2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
egg  coal,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Cartekville  operators  claim  they  are  getting 
out  about  forty  per  cent  of  the  normal  production 
and  car  service  is  worse  than  last  week.  Coun¬ 
try  demand  is  constantly  increasing  and  is  taking 
almost  all  of  the  available  coal.  The  domestic 
nut  market  is  very  strong,  prices  maintaining  at 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  mines,  or  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
domestic  egg,  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.65 
f.  0.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  firm  market;  domestic 
lump,  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  with  a  verv  strong  market. 

Franklin  county  coal  continues  in  strong  de¬ 
mand.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  domestic  sizes  and 
the  car  service  is  reported  a  little  better  than  last 
week.  The  production  equals  about  seventy-five 
per  cent  of  normal.  Mine-run  is  bringing  $1.15 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg 
and  four-inch  lump,  $1.95@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $2.95@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Springfield  coals  continue  in  e.xcellent  de¬ 
mand.  The  car  service  is  acute  and  not  suffi¬ 
cient  coal  being  shipped  to  fill  rush  orders.  The 
mines  are  producing-  only  a  small  fraction  of  nor¬ 
mal  capacity  and  a  lar^e  amount  of  the  coal  at 
this  time  of  the  year  is  being  consumed  locally. 
The  market  on  mine-run  and  nut  coals  is  firm. 
Quotations  are  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.85 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  and  the  inch-and-a-quarter 
lump  is  bringing  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  market  on  egg  is  very 
firm,  but  on  the  inch-and-a-quarter  lump  it  is 
characterized  as  strong.  Si.x-inch  lump  is  also 
strong  and  brings  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Ohio  Coals  Active. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  coal  is  very  scarce  and  the 
mines  open  are  operating  only  about  three  or  four 
days  on  an  average.  Some  operators  claim  that 
the  production  is  not  more  than  thirty-eight  per 
cent  of  normal.  Demand  is  about  the  same  as 
last  week  and  inch-and-a-quarter  lump  is  bring¬ 
ing  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Very  little  spot  coal  is  available  and  the 
market  is  strong. 

Hocking  coal  continues  in  strong  demand  and 
transportation  facilities  continue  inadequate.  The 
production  is  not  more  than  forty-five  per  cent 
of  the  capacity  of  the  mines.  Some  selling  agents 
have  perceived  an  increasing  demand  for  Hock¬ 
ing  in  the  west.  Inch-and-a-quarter  lump  con¬ 
tinues  to  sell  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.65 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  very  strong  market 

Jackson  Hill  coal  continues  in  strong  de¬ 
mand.  The  car  service  is  somewhat  improved 
over  last  w’eek,  and  this  has  enabled  selling  agents 
and  operators  to  catch  up  a  little  on  the  multi¬ 
plicity  of  orders  on  file.  Prices  maintaining  are 
$2.50  open  cars,  or  $2.60  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  or  $4.15  open  and  $4.25  box  cars  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Indiana  Coals  Active. 

Greene  county  operators  report  that  the  car 
shortage  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week. 
Contracts  are  taking  most  of  the  supply  and  there 
is  very  little  spot  coal  available.  The  demand  is 
advancing  on  all  classes  of  Indiana  coal  and  mine- 
run  is  quoted  at  $T.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  four-inch  lump,  $1.75 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with 
the  market  very  firm.  Inch-and-a-quarter  lump. 
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$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
market  strong.  The  mines  are  producing  about 
fifty  per  cent  as  much  coal  as  would  be  possible 
if  sufficient  cars  could  be  secured  to  haul  the 
product.  Operators  claim  that  election  day 
tended  to  disturb  the  miners  and  a  number  of 
them  were  not  at  their  posts. 

Clinton  coal  continues  active.  The  mines 
which  are  producing  work  about  half  the  time. 
Mine-run  is  strong  and  is  bringing  $1.25  f.'  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a- 
quarter  lump,  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  four-inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There  is 
usually  a  fair  supply  of  cars,  but  last  week  the 
mines  were  practically  shut  down.  The  demand 
for  domestic  sizes  is  somewhat  abated. 

Sullivan  county  coal  is  characterized  by  a 
firm  market.  Nut  and  mine-run  are  bringing 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
with  a  stronger  market  on  mine-run  than  nut 
coal.  Egg  and  four-inch  lump  have  been  selling 
at  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
market  firm;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.50  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines,  or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  strong  mar¬ 
ket.  About  half  as  many  cars  as  are  required  are 
being  supplied  the  operators  and  the  shortage  is 
practically  the  same  as  last  week. 

Brazil  Block  operators  claim  that  foreign 
lines  continue  to  hold  the  cars,  which  is  greatly 
mitigating  the  supply.  Car  shortage  is  worse 


than  last  week.  Only  about  thirty  per  cent  of 
the  normal  production  is  being  attained,  although 
the  amount  of  coal  mined  to  date  in  this  district 
is  greater  than  last  year.  Forty  per  cent  more 
coal  could  be  sold  than  is  received  in  this  market 
if  it  were  possible  to  secure  the  product.  The 
prices  are  about  the  same  as  last  week.  Brazil 
Block  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  is  quoted  at  $2.40  open 
cars  and  $2.50  box  cars,  or  $3.20  open  and  $3.30 
bo.x  cars  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Demand  for  Coke  Increasing. 

There  is  less  spot  coke  in  the  market  this 
week  than  last.  Western  selling  agents  have  been 
trying  to  secure  three  or  four  thousand  tons 
during  the  week,  but  no  one  seems  to  know  where 
the  order  was  placed.  Some  of  the  larger  sell¬ 
ing  agents  state  they  already  have  so  many  orders 
on  file  that  they  are  unable  to  accept  any  new 
business.  Only  about  eighty  per  cent  of  the 
ovens  are  operating  on  account  of  the  shortage 
of  labor  and  inadequate  transportation  facilities. 
By-product  foundry  coke  this  week  has  advanced 
to  $6.25  to  $6.50;  Wise  county.  West  Virginia, 
seventy-two-hour  foundry  coke,  $6.00  to  $6.25; 
by-product  domestic  coke,  $5.00  to  $5.25 ;  Con- 
nellsville  seventy-two-hour  foundry  coke,  $6.65 
to  $6.70. 

Pennsylvania  Coal  Strong. 

Youghiogheny  selling  agents  and  operators 


claim  that  many  of  the  mines  were  closed  this 
week  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars.  Elec¬ 
tion  day  also  liad  its  effect  upon  mitigating  the 
supply  of  labor  at  many  of  the  mines.  Many 
of  the  selling  agents  report  they  are  falling  down 
on  contracts  and  that  consumers  are  going  to  the 
open  market  to  buy  sufficient  coal  to  tide  them 
over  the  car  shortage  period.  Ihe  market  on  nut 
is  fair  and  has  been  bringing  $l..50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  three-quarter- 
inch  lump,  $1.75(71)1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.55 
@3.65  f.  o.  1).  Chicago,  with  a  strong  market. 
Operators  are  using  every  device  to  get  as  much 
coal  as  possible  to  the  lakes  before  the  close  c)f 
navigation.  This  is  greatly  affecting  the  rail 
supply  and  it  is  not  expected  that  conditions  will 
be  better  until  the  ports  close. 

Kentucky  Coals  Scarce. 

Kentucky  coal  is  in  very  good  demand  and  very 
little  is  being  received  in  this  market  on  account 
of  the  increasing  amount  used  for  local  con¬ 
sumption.  The  local  prices  have  advanced  and 
the  coal  is  bringing,  at  home,  $3.00@3.50.  This 
advanced  price  does  not  make  it  practical  for 
selling  agents  to  bring  very  much  of  this  product 
into  this  market,  owing  to  the  large  transporta¬ 
tion  charges.  Kentucky  coal  sold  during  the 
week  at  $4.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  market  is 
very  strong.  This  price  is  an  advance  of  twenty- 
five  cents  over  last  week. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  10. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  feature  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  coal  market  this  week  is  the  weakness  of 
the  smokeless  market,  and  the  unusual  strength 
of  splint  coal.  These  statements  may  appear 
to  be  contrary  and  contradictory;  but  they  are 
true.  Notwithstanding  the  continued  unpre¬ 
cedented  shortage  of  cars  on  all  the  railroads, 
and  the  consequent  curtailment  of  production 
because  of  insufficient  transportation  facilities, 
there  is  a  positive  w^eakness  this  week  in  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  New  River  smokeless  coals.  This 
is  only  a  comparative  statement,  however,  and 
it  must  not  be  construed  to  be  a  slump  in  the 
market,  or  anything  like  it.  Up  to  this  time, 
the  demand  for  smokeless  coal  has  been  much 
greater  than  the  Remand,  and  orders  have  been 
booked  by  many  concerns  for  many  weeks  in 
advance;  but  for  some  reason,  probably  the 
warmer  weather  of  the  past  two  weeks,  either 
the  demand  has  diminished,  or  shipping  in¬ 
structions  have  been  issued  to  send  forward 
less  and  less  coal  of  the  kind  mentioned.  It 
is  predicted  on  all  sides,  however,  that  the 
present  weakness  can  only  be  temporary,  and 
that  next  week  or  the  one  following  will  see 
the  smokeless  market  in  the  same  condition 
it  has  been  in  all  the  fall. 

Splint  Market  Very  Strong. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  splint  coal  market 
shows  remarkable  strength  this  week,  especi¬ 
ally  on  shipments  to  the  extreme  south;  and 
prices  have  been  greatly  boosted  on  a  number 
of  the  well  known  grades  of  splint  coal.  Two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  a  ton  is  now  a  common 
price  for  block  coal  at  the  mines,  and  not  a 
single  quotation  of  any  kind  of  standard  splint 
lump  was  made  for  less  than  $2.00  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  Mine  run  is  in  as  great  demand  as 
lump,  and  one  prominent  selling  agency  dis¬ 
played  an  order  for  one  thousand  tons  of  run- 
of-mine  at  $1.60  a  ton  at  the  mines.  For  a 
week  or  more  certain  concerns  have  been 
making  quotations  of  $1.75  a  ton  for  mine 
run;  but  these  concerns  purposely  put  the 
price  to  what  they  supposed  was  prohibitorjL 
This  week  dealers  and  other  consumers  are 
accepting  quotations  that  a  week  or  ten  days 
ago  seemed  ridiculously  high.  Most  of  the 
trading  during  the  past  few  days,  however,  has 
been  done  on  a  basis  of  about  $1.25  a  ton  for 
run-of-mine,  with  a  few  scattering  sales  as 
high  as  $1.40  and  $1.50.  One  dollar  and  sev¬ 
enty-five  cents  is  now  a  common  quotation. 

Nut  and  Slack  Very  Scarce. 

The  increased  demand  for  run-of-mine  coal, 
and  the  sudden  advances  it  has  shown  in  price 


during  the  past  week  or  two  can  be  traced 
largely  to  the  unusual  scarcity  of  nut  and 
slack  that  has  been  noticeable  all  the  fall.  It 
is  easy  to  figure  out  that  with  the  long  car 
famine  and  consequent  decrease  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  lump  coal,  a  scarcity  of  nut  and  slack 
naturally  follows.  This,  with  a  good,  healthy 
demand  for  nut  and  slack  make  it  appear  to  be 
all  the  more  scarce,  and  higher  prices  result. 
Nut  and  slack  have  been  in  good  demand 
right  along;  but  just  now  there  seemed  to  be 
a  largely  increased  demand,  and  prices  on  this 
commodity  now  range  from  seventy-five  cents 
to  one  dollar  a  ton.  Many  buyers  who  think 
they  arc  wiser  than  other  persons,  began  some 
tin  e  ago  to  buy  run-of-mine  instead  of  nut 
and  slack,  and  now  both  run-of-mine  and  nut 
and  slack  have  advanced  in  proportion  to  the 
demand. 

River  Coal  Getting  Scarce. 

Although  the  river  shippers,  especially  those 
who  bring  their  coal  from  the  Great  Kana¬ 
wha  river,  have  been  favored  lately  with  an 
almost  continually  navigable  river,  and  have 
taken  advantage  of  these  opportunities  of  mar¬ 
keting  their  product,  the  demand  for  river  coal 
has  been  such  that  the  supply  afloat  has  been 
rapidly  diminishing,  and  as  a  consequence,  the 
market  is  very  strong.  The  standard  grades 
of  river  lump  are  now  selling  for  7I4@8I4 
cents  a  bushel,  an  advance  of  half  a  cent  a 
bushel  on  the  high  grades.  There  is  practically 
no  run-of-mine  offered  for  sale  in  barges,  and 
nut  and  slack  is  worth  from  5;^@6I4  cents  a 
bushel  afloat.  During  the  week  just  passed 
several  tows  of  Kanawha  coal  found  a  ready 
market  here.  Unless  there  is  more  rain  at  once 
the  river  will  be  too  low  in  a  few  days  for 
Rirther  boating  of  loaded  barges  from  the 
mines. 

Retail  Trade  Continues  Good. 

As  the  season  advances  the  demand  for  fam¬ 
ily  coal  continues  and  increases.  Splint  lump 
sells  for  $3.50  a  ton  delivered  to  consumers, 
and  smokeless  lump  is  worth  $4.25  a  ton  de¬ 
livered.  Anthracite  sells  for  $7.50  and  nut  and 
slack  for  $1.90@2.25.  The  foregoing  prices 
apply  to  orders  of  one  ton  or  more.  Coal  de¬ 
livered  by  the  bushel  to  indigent  families  and 
other  very  small  buyers  is  sold  for  eighteen 
cents  a  bushel,  but  very  often  this  coal  must 
be  carried  by  the  merchant  up  two  or  three 
flights  of  stairs. 

Switching  Rates  Debated. 

An  important  step  in  the  campaign  for 
switching  rate  reform  in  Cincinnati  was  taken 
Wednesday  when  the  representatives  of  the 


various  railroads  entering  Cincinnati  formally 
submitted  a  proposition  to  The  Receivers’  & 
Shippers’  Association.  A  committee  from  the 
Receivers’  &  Shippers’  Association  received 
the  proposition  and  asked  a  few  days  to  con¬ 
sider  it  thoroughly.  While  the  matter  is  yet 
unsettled,  it  is  safe  to  assert  that  a  general 
revision  and  reduction  of  switching  charges 
will  be  made.  The  coal  men  are  the  prime 
movers  in  the  agitation,  and  from  present  ap¬ 
pearances  it  looks  as  if  their  long  and  faith¬ 
ful  labors  are  about  to  bear  fruit.  The  coal 
men  have  long  claimed  that  the  present  switch¬ 
ing  rates  on  coal  are  excessive. 

Receiver  Appointed  for  Local  Company. 

The  Walnut  Hills  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  whose 
mines  are  located  at  Naugatuck,  Mingo  county. 
West  Virginia,  and  which  has  retail  yards  and 
offices  in  this  city,  was  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  a  receiver  a  few  days  ago  as  a  result  of  pro¬ 
ceedings  brought  in  the  United  States  court. 
John  G.  Thomas  now  has  charge  of  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  company.  John  R.  Shanklin  of 
Cincinnati  brought  the  action,  claiming  that 
the  company  owes  him  $10,000.  No  statement 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  company  was 
given  out.  The  company  has  one  of  the  finest 
retail  locations  in  the  city. 

Skout  Benedict  Resigns  KoKoal  Office. 

A  thunderbolt  from  a  clear  sky  would  not 
have  come  more  unexpectedly  to  the  coal  men 
of  this  city  than  the  resigijation  this  week  of 
Skout  F.  H.  Benedict  of  the  Order  of  Ko¬ 
Koal.  It  is  only  two  weeks  since  he  organized, 
and  carried  into  perfect  execution,  the  largest 
koruskation  ever  held  in  the  United  States, 
lie  caused  to  be  initiated  into  this  great  order 
of  coal  men,  seventy-nine  candidates,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  a  more  representative  gathering  of 
coal  men  was  ever  held  in  the  Queen  City.  The 
initiation,  or  koruskation  was  such  a  signal 
success  that  it  is  reported  that  nearly  fifty  ap¬ 
plications  are  now  on  file  from  coal  men  who 
were  unable,  for  some  cause,  to  be  present  at 
the  last  meeting.  No  local  chapter  or  organ¬ 
ization  ever  started  out  wtih  more  promise,  and 
no  one  will  denj’  that  Skout  Benedict  does  not 
deserve  grept  credit  for  the  untiring  work  he 
has  done.  It  is  the  feeling  of  everybody  that 
he  should  have  remained  at  the  head  of  his 
new  order,  and  should  have  allowed  himself 
the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  work.  It  is 
rumored  that  O.  P.  Curran  Jr.,  will  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  take  the  place  of  Skout  Benedict.  Mr. 
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Curran  was  quite  helpful  to  Mr.  Benedict  in 
the  recent  koruskation. 

Want  New  Anti-Smoke  Ordinance. 

The  Smoke  Abatement  I^eague,  which  has 
been  causing  terror  to  fill  the  hearts  of  many 
persons  whose  smokestacks  have  been  filling 
the  air  with  foul  smoke,  is  about  to  ask  the 
city  council  to  pass  a  more  stringent  ordinance 
on  the  subject  of  smoke  making  being  a  pub¬ 
lic  nuisance.  This  organization  has  caused  the 
arrest  of  over  sixty  individuals,  firms  and  cor¬ 
porations,  and  these  cases  are  now  resting  in 
the  police  court.  It  is  intimated  by  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  league  that  prosecution  may  be 
dropped  until  a  more  suitable  ordinance  can 
be  passed. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

W.  W.  McGuffin,  manager  of  the  New  River 
Coal  Sales  Co.  of  this  city,  has  returned  from 
an  extended  trip  east. 

Kuper  Hood,  the  popular  manager  of  the 
Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  is  enjoying  a  visit  from  his 
brother,  Thomas  Hood,  of  Houston,  Texas. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  general  manager  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coke  Co.,  Bramwell,  W.  Va.,  was  a 
business  visitor  here  during  the  past  few  days. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  New  River- 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  was  here  this  week  in  con¬ 
sultation  with  C.  E.  Fultz,  manager  of  the 
local  office. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  and  one  of  the  largest  producers  of 
Kentucky  coal,  went  to  Pittsburg  Monday 
night  on  a  short  business  trip. 

S.  P.  Hostler,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Winifrede  Coal  Co.  here,  but  now  one  of  the 
leading  coal  men  of  Chicago,  was  here  a  few 
days  ago  looking  for  certain  grades  of  coal  for 
his  large  trade. 

H.  R.  Mather,  the  genial  manager  of  the 
Cincinnati  business  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bul- 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  November  8. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — Comparatively  few  market 
features  characterize  the  situation  in  the  north¬ 
west  this  week.  The  demand  for  the  finer  sizes 
of  bituminous  coal  is  not  as  active  in  the  Twin 
Cities  as  it  was,  owing  to  conditions  which  are 
rather  peculiar. 

Of  course  everyone  who  knows  anything  about 
the  coal  trade  knows  that  there  is  a  serious  car 
shortage  and  that  it  is  difficult  to  produce  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  normal  tonnage  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  fields  on  this  account.  It  seems  that  the 
shortage  of  equipment  on  northwestern  lines 
for  carrying  grain  to  the  terminal  elevators  and 
mills  at  Minneapolis  is  the  worst  ever  known. 
Receipts  of  wheat,  generally  speaking,  are  much 
less  than  they  were  a  year  ago  and  the  large 
milling  interests  are  unable  to  secure  a  sufficient 
supply  at  present  to  keep  their  mills  in  op¬ 
eration  up  to  anything  like  capacity.  Owing  to 
the  light  receipts  of  wheat  last  week  most  of 
the  mills  closed  on  Saturday  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  the  demand  for  screenings  and  other  fine 
grades  of  coal  has  been  considerably  reduced, 
although  the  middle  of  the  week  there  was  a 
more  active  request  for  the  quick  delivery  of 
steam  coals  to  general  manufacturing  plants,  due 
to  the  apprehension  that  there  might  be  a  switch¬ 
men’s  strike. 

Screenings  Weak. 

In  Minneapolis  the  dock  companies  are  mak¬ 
ing  no  pretense  of  maintaining  their  circular 
price  on  screenings,  except  possibly  in  a  few 
instances  where  they  are  almost  certain  to  run 
short  of  coal.  Hocking  screenings  can  be  bought 
in  some  instances  as  low  as  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  this 
city,  although  the  circular  price  is  $3.50.  Yough- 
iogheny  screenings  can  be  freely  had  at  the 
old  price  of  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Minneapolis,  although 
the  circular  is  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  the  docks  or  $4  f.  o.  b. 
the  Twin  Cities. 

There  is  not  quite  so  much  talk  about  a  pro¬ 
nounced  shortage  of  coal  on  the  docks  at  the 
head  of  the  lakes  as  there  was  a  fortnight  ago. 


litt,  expects  to  spend  the  week-end  in  Detroit 
and  Toledo  with  Joseph  D.  Barrett,  manager 
of  the  Philadelphia  office  of  the  same  company. 

H.  J.  Douglass,  connected  with  the  auditing 
department  of  the  New  River  Collieries  Co., 
of  which  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  is  the  selling  agent,  spent  most  of  the  week 
here  going  over  the  affairs  of  the  local  com¬ 
pany. 

Nearly  every  selling  company  in  Cincinnati 
was  notified  Wednesday  that  the  miners  had 
almost  universally  observed  election  day  as  a 
holiday,  and  that  very  little  loading  was  done 
in  the  entire  Kanawha  district  on  last  Tues¬ 
day. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  most  of  the  week 
among  his  mines  in  the  Kanawha  district.  He 
reports  that  there  is  no  improvement  in  the 
car  service,  and  that  no  great  improvement 
may  be  expected  soon. 

C.  M.  Budd,  superintendent  and  general  sales 
manager  of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  was  here  this 
week  on  a  combined  business  and  pleasure 
trip.  ^Cincinnati  was  Mr.  Budd’s  birthplace, 
and  his  home,  until  a  few  years  ago. 

W.  C.  Rogers,  manager  of  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.,  is  authority  for  the  statement  that 
his  company  is  not  offering  any  coal  whatever 
for  sale  in  this  territory.  Mr.  Rogers  says  the 
present  car  famine  is  the  worst  he  has  ever 
seen,  and  that  he  can  only  hope  that  the  total 
suspension  of  navigation  on  the  lakes  will  di¬ 
vert  a  lot  of  coal  cars  to  this  region. 

R.  A.  Jaynes,  favorably  known  here  as  the 
general  manager  of  the  Darby  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  spent  several  days  in  Cincinnati  this  week 
on  business.  Mr.  Jaynes  says  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  his  block  coal,  and  that  he  can  not 
get  out  enough  to  supply  the  demand  at  pres¬ 
ent.  He  went  from  here  to  his  mines  in  Lee 
county,  Virginia,  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad. 


The  autumn  months  in  the  northwest  have  been 
comparatively  mild.  The  weather  today  is  like 
that  usually  experienced  in  September,  and  fires 
in  homes  are  not  a  necessity  except  night  and 
morning.  The  result  is  that  domestic  consump¬ 
tion  of  coal,  at  least,  has  been  much  less  than 
normal  during  the  past  six  weeks.  Some  of  the 
dopesters  are  beginning  to  arrive  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  unless  the  severe  weather  is  experi¬ 
enced  the  present  month  there  will  be  a  sufficient 
tonnage  of  dock  coal  available  to  meet  all  re¬ 
quirements.  Since  the  recent  advance  in  soft 
coal  prices  business  with  most  of  the  companies 
has  been  more  or  less  dull,  and  in  some  quarters 
the  idea  is  frequently  expressed  that  the  recent 
advance  in  prices  was  somewhat  premature.  This 
conclusion  is  not  a  sound  one.  The  advance 
came  at  a  time  when  all  the  companies  were 
loaded  with  business,  and  if  they  had  accepted 
any  more  business  then  much  of  it  would  have 
to  wait  before  new  orders  could  be  filled.  The 
advance  checked  the  buying  at  a  time  when  this 
was  necessary. 

Should  the  winter  be  as  open  and  mild  as  a 
year  ago,  there  is  a  question  whether  dock  prices 
might  not  be  reduced  later,  but  of  course  this  is 
a  guess  based  on  a  contingency  which  may  never 
arise.  It  is  certain  that  if  the  winter  is  severe 
there  will  be  no  reduction. 

Illinois  Coals  Plentiful. 

There  is  no  great  amount  of  activity  in  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  at  this  time,  although  receipts  recently 
have  been  heavy.  No  doubt  some  of  this  coal 
has  found  its  way  from  Chicago  into  the  north¬ 
west,  having  been  shipped  to  that  point  and  then 
diverted  to  the  Twin  Cities  to  prevent  an  em¬ 
bargo  being  placed  on  the  mine  of  the  shipping 
company.  Prices  for  lump  and  the  coarser  sizes 
of  southern  Illinois  coal  range  at  about  the  same 
figures  as  last  week.  Washed  coals  are  held  firm¬ 
ly,  but  at  times  they  can  be  obtained  below  the 
circular  quotation  owing  to  a  temporary  over¬ 
supply.  Ordinarily  at  this  season  of  the  year 


washed  coal  is  difficult  to  obtain,  but  the  open 
weather  has  not  impeded  transportation  and  de¬ 
liveries  when  cars  can  be  obtained  are  made  in 
quick  time,  coal  coming  through  from  Herrin  and 
other  southern  Illinois  shipping  points  in  ten 
days  to  a  fortnight.  Considering  that  the  haul 
involved  is  something  like  750  to  800  miles  this  is 
reasonably  quick  time. 

W.  C.  Leiferman  of  F.  H.  Peavey  &  Co.,  is  rap¬ 
idly  becoming  convalescent.  “Bill”  has  had  a 
hard  time  of  it  during  the  past  few  weeks.  While 
Ijoarding  a  street  car  in  St.  Paul  he  slipped  and 
fell,  sustaining  an  injury  to  his  ankle  which  has 
confined  him  to  his  home  ever  since.  During  that 
time  an  accident  insurance  company  has  been 
paying  him  a  fixed  allowance  per  week ;  his  sal¬ 
ary  has  gone  forward  and  quite  a  number  of  his 
friends  have  taken  occasion  to  supply  him  with 
“medicine”  of  unusual  flavor.  According  to  the 
latest  reports  Bill  is  on  the  road  to  recovery, 
which  will  be  good  news  to  a  host  of  friends. 

Frank  Sullivan,  of  the  Sullivan  Coal  Co.,  will 
be  a  member  of  the  party  which  will  leave  Friday 
night  for  Chicago  over  the  Chicago  Great  West¬ 
ern  road  to  attend  the  football  game.  Frank  is 
not  much  of  a  football  fan  but  he  does  like  to 
get  into  Chicago  occasionally  for  the  purpose 
of  talking  coal.  And  he  knows  a  large  number 
of  the  Chicago  coal  men. 


Kentucky  Coal  Trade. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  November  7. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  condition  of  the  coal  market 
in  Kentucky  during  the  past  week  has  shown  no 
material  change.  The  retail  demand  has  been  far 
in  excess  of  dealers’  abilities  to  supply,  and  the 
operators  in  turn  have  shown  little  mercy  on  the 
dealers.  All  the  while  the  supply  of  river  coal 
has  been  dwindling  to  almost  nothing  and  there 
is  no  considerable  stock  of  rail  coal  available 
with  the  exception  of  twenty  thousand  tons  or 
so  in  the  yards  of  the  Jellico-Laurel  agency. 

^  The  river  dealers  following  the  lead  of  the  rail 
dealers  put  first  and  second  pool  Pittsburg  lump 
to  four  dollars  per  load  and  fourth  pool  to  $3.75 
on  a  parity  with  Jellico.  These  are  prices  for 
the  short  or  1,800  pound  ton  which  is  standard 
here,  delivered  within  the  principal  sections  of 
the  city.  The  scarcity  and  increased  cost  of 
teams  and  labor  have  been  no  minor  consid¬ 
eration  with  the  coal  men  in  their  successive  ad¬ 
vances.  Unless  there  is  a  considerable  shipment 
of  coal  from  Pittsburg  within  the  next  few 
weeks  Louisville  will  be  confronted  by  a  very 
serious  coal  famine. 

Transportation  Matters. 

The  transportation  department  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  railroad  during  the  past  few 
days  has  inaugurated  a  precautionary  policy  of 
keeping  its  cars  on  its  own  lines.  So  far  the  ban 
falls  principally  on  cars  from  the  Middlesborough 
district  intended  for  points  on  the  small  south¬ 
ern  roads  through  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia. 
The  Middlesborough  mines  were  given  a  rate 
south  only  on  October  twentieth  and  have  had 
little  opportunity  to  read  the  benefits  of  the  high 
market.  It  is  likely  that  shipments  from  other 
districts  will  be  confined  to  points  north  of 
Atlanta  if  the  car  situation  grows  worse,  as  offi¬ 
cials  say  that  shippers  on  the  smaller  southern 
roads  keep  their  cars  indefinitely  and  have  ren¬ 
dered  necessary  the  services  of  a  clerk  stationed 
at  Atlanta  who  has  nothing  to  do  but  hunt  up  lost 
cars.  These  steps  on  the  part  of  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  should  tend  to  keep  prices  at  a  more 
normal  level  than  has  recently  obtained. 

The  price  of  Eastern  Kentucky  and  Jellico 
lump  coal  still  ranges  from  $2.75@3.50,  with  oc¬ 
casional  orders  for  Blue  Gem  as  high  as  $4.25@ 
4.50.  Prospects  for  handling  this  demand  are 
somewhat  better  in  the  past  few  days,  since  the 
settlement  of  the  strike  of  southern  railwa}'  me¬ 
chanics  will  result  in  a  better  supply  of  cars  for 
the  Jellico  mines,  many  of  which  were  practically 
without  southern  cars  for  two  weeks.  .■V  num¬ 
ber  of  these  mines,  however,  allowed  themselves 
to  be  so  heavily  booked  up  with  summer  orders 
that  it  is  doubtful  if  they  will  have  any  quantity 
of  coal  to  offer  before  January  first.  They  could 
have  filled  these  orders  long  since  had  the}'  had 
about  half  their  car  requirements. 

A  number  of  distilleries  throughout  the  state 
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found  themselves  without  either  coal  or  con¬ 
tracts  during  the  past  week,  when  they  intended 
to  start  up  for  the  season,  and  have  had  to  scurry 
about  and  obtain  a  few  cars  of  coal  as  best 
they  could.  Some  of  the  distillers  are  vowing 
that  they  will  either  burn  corn-cobs  or  install 
denatured  alcohol  plant. 

Looking  at  the  coal  situation  of  the  soifth 
broadly,  it  is  apparent  that  whatever  charges  be 
brought  against  the  railroads  for  causing  an 
extortionate  coal  market  by  failing  to  transport 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  November  10— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence) — Just  one  quotation  from  a 
prominent  coal  man  sizes  up  the  situation  in 
this  city  so  far  as  the  bituminous  trade  is  con¬ 
cerned.  “Provided  you  get  the  coal,  you  can 
get  any  kind  of  price.”  The  car  shortage  is 
getting  worse  daily  and,  while  the  supply  on 
hand  in  the  steam  plants  of  Detroit  is  enough 
to  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  famine,  condi¬ 
tions  out  in  the  state  are  quite  serious.  One 
large  concern  got  two  dollars  for  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  run-of-mine  at  the  mine,  though  the 
going  price  is  $1.50.  Shippers  are  running 
away  from  contracts  and  practically  nothing 
can  be  bought  today,  except  in  the  open  rnar- 
ket.  In  fact,  things  are  in  a  serious  condition, 
due  to  the  unprecedented  car  shortage.  Bar¬ 
ring  a  few  consignments  of  nut,  pea  and  slack, 
the  tracks  are  empty  and  there  is  no  sign  of 
any  improvement  in  the  situation. 

Box  Cars  Very  Scarce. 

The  anthracite  agents  are  having  their  trou¬ 
bles  too.  Detroit’s  demand  has  increased 
greatly  during  the  past  seven  days,  though  the 
weather  is  still  mild,  but  the  retailers  were 
prepared  for  their  customers  and  have  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  filling  orders.  The  situation  in  other 
parts  of  the  state,  however,  is  serious.  If  the 
box  car  shortage  continues  much  longer,  con¬ 
sumers  outside  of  this  city  are  likely  to  suffer. 
Agents  for  the  anthracite  mines  do  not  look 
for  a  better  supply  of  cars  before  December  15. 
Meanwhile  they  will  worry  along  the  best  they 
can.  Nor  are  the  mines  working  full  time._ 

Jackson  Hill  has  withdravvn  all  prices,  which, 
for  the  present,  will  be  subject  to  the  price  at 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  November_  7. — (Special 
Correspondence.)— Czv  shortage  is  now  the 
bane  of  the  operator’s  existence.  As  a  result 
there  are  no  offerings  of  coal.  Shippers  are 
in  a  position  where  it  will  keep  them  busy  to 
attend  to  their  contract  trade,  and  no  fancy 
prices  can  move  them.  The  slump  in  cars  is 
general  and  confined  to  no  one  field  or  sec¬ 
tion.  It  is  the  only  complaint,  there  being  no 
dissatisfaction  on  the  score  of  prices.  This 
complaint  has  extended  over  a  goodly  period, 
but  it  is  more  acute  now  than  ever.  Certain 
operators  in  the  Kanawha  district  talk  of  ask¬ 
ing  the  attorney  general  to  take  steps  to 
annul  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio’s  charter,  on 
the  ground  that  the  railroad  is  failing  to 
answer  demands,  and  is  subject  to  cases  of 
favoritism  in  the  matter  of  car  supplies.  An 
investigation  as  desired  may  come  soon  un¬ 
less  there  is  relief. 

Want  Railroad  Equipment  Doubled. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
owns  approximately  17,400  cars.  It  is  further 
estimated  that  at  least  fifteen  per  cent  are 
on  the  repair  tracks  daily,  while  another  per¬ 
centage  is  hauling  other  business.  The  bal¬ 
ance  is  not  considered  sufficient  to  handle  the 
increasing  coal  shipments  in  the  Kanawha 
and  New  River  districts.  President  Stevens 
has  promised  thousands  of  additional  cars, 
but  the  shippers  are  impatient,  and  the  recent 
changed  allotment  order  works  far  from  satis¬ 
factory,  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  congested 
at  many  points,  thus  crippling  the  output  of 


the  output,  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration 
that  the  industrial  demands  of  the  south  are  this 
year  beyond  all  precedent.  Every  mill,  every 
foundry,  every  furnace,  every  factory  is  loaded 
up  with  orders  and  anxious  to  run  overtime. 
The  very  extensions  of  the  railroads  themselves 
call  for  augmented  coal  supplies.  Prosperity, 
which  in  the  north  is  crowding  the  cars  with 
grain,  has  in  equal  degree  through  the  south 
jammed  the  roads  with  cotton,  lumber  and  all 
manner  of  merchandise. 


Coal  Trade. 

the  time  of  shipment.  Everybody  is  watch¬ 
ing  Hocking,  which  still  holds  very  strong  at 
two  dollars.  If  the  car  shortage  gets  worse 
and  cold  weather  overtakes  us,  there  is  no  tell¬ 
ing  to  what  heights  it  will  soar.  Other  grades 
will  follow  suit. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

R.  W.  Parsons,  formerly  with  Castner,  Cur¬ 
ran  &  Bullitt,  of  Chicago,  is  now  salesman  for 
the  H.  T.  Wilson  Coal  Co.,  of  Detroit. 

Sol  Coolidge,  well  known  Cleveland  coal 
man,  connected  with  Young  &  Mauer,  of  that 
city,  spent  a  few  days  in  this  city  the  first 
part  of  the  week. 

Neil  W.  Snow,  agent  for  the  New  Pittsburgh, 
umpired  the  great  football  game  at  Ann  Ar¬ 
bor  last  Saturday,  between  Vanderbilt  Uni¬ 
versity  and  the  University  of  Michigan. 

George  Mills,  traveling  for  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.,  and  J.  B.  McMurrich,  of  Oswego, 
and  E.  J.  Millspaugh,  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  sales 
agents  of  the  company,  paid  Detroit  a  visit 
last  week. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  the  prominent  coal  man  of  this 
city,  is  in  New  York  city  on  a  business  trip. 

A.  P.  Knowlson  of  Collins  &  Hahn  of  Grand 
Rapids,  has  just  returned  from  a  successful 
duck  hunting  trip  at  the  Flats. 

Alex  Y.  Malcolmson  has  incorporated  his 
coal  business  under  the  name  of  the  Alex.  Y. 
Malcolmson  Coal  Co.  Charles  B.  Grandy, 
present  general  manager,  is  one  of  the  stock¬ 
holders.  The  capital  stock  is  $150,000. 


Mining  News. 

the  Wheeling,  Fairmont  and  Eastern  Ohio 
regions.  The  Norfolk  &  Western  is  the  scene 
of  less  complaint,  but  the  equipment  is  inade¬ 
quate.  Less  is  heard  of  the  labor  shortage, 
but  that  is  because  when  there  are  no  cars  the 
mines  are  forced  to  close  and  labor  begins  to 
seek  fields  that  promise  steadier  employment. 
The  one  problem  tias  temporarily  adjuusted 
the  other. 

New  River’s  Fair  Output. 

In  the  face  of  the  keen  complaints  over  short 
car  service  the  fact  remains  that  the  output 
from  all  fields  holds  up  well.  Classified  by  dis¬ 
tricts  the  tonnage  is  comparatively  good.  The 
trouble  may  be  credited  to  the  new  openings 
in  every  district,  so  that  while  individually 
they  suffer  by  poor  facilities,  the  aggregate 
tonnage  is  good.  For  instpce,  the  October 
shipments  from  the  New  River  field,  all  over 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  amounted  to 
459,865  tons  of  coal,  and  657  cars  of  coke. 
Given  an  average  car  supply  the  shipments 
would  have  mounted  up  to  600,000  tons  of  coal 
at  least  and  double  the  number  of  cars  of 
coke. 

The  latest  turn  in  the  celebrated  coke  agree¬ 
ment  controversy  in  the  Flat  Top  region,  at 
Bluefield,  is  given  by  a  decision  of  the  su¬ 
preme  court.  The  court  decided  that  the  Pow¬ 
hatan  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  need  not  obey  an  in¬ 
junction  granted  in  a  lower  court,  which  re¬ 
quired  it  to  ship  its  coal  to  the  Pocahontas 
Coke  Co.  The  higher  court,  in  handing  down 
its  opinion  held,  however,  that  it  was  liable  to 


punishment  for  violating  the  injunction  which 
restrains  it  from  making  shipments  to  other 
parties.  The  controversy  dates  to  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  new  coke  selling  agency  at  Bluefield 
and  the  resultant  fight  for  business  enjoyed  by 
other  concerns.  The  contention  has  stirred  up 
much  feeling  and  the  litigation  is  only  partly 
settled. 

Notes  from  the  Field. 

The  Buckhannon  Coal  Co.  is  making  an  open¬ 
ing  on  the  line  of  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad. 
The  company  owns  seven  thousand  acres. 

The  election  this  week  disturbed  operating 
conditions,  but  the  lay-off  of  the  miners  al¬ 
lowed  some  cars  to  accumulate,  and  the  gen¬ 
eral  result  was  not  impaired. 

Huntington  capitalists  have  organized  the 
Laclede  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  to  operate  in  Knott 
county,  Kentucky,  a  section  now  attracting  the 
attention  of  outside  capital. 

The  timber  on  the  large  tracts  of  the  Thayer 
Coal  Co.,  and  the  Beury  estate  in  the  New 
River  region  have  been  sold  to  a  syndicate  for 
prices  that  represent  the  cost  of  the  surface 
and  mineral  rights  but  a  few  years  ago. 

Dennis  Lahey,  western  traffic  manager  for 
the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati  is  expected  to  take  charge  of  the  car 
allotment  situation  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  in  the  New  River  district.  His  coming 
is  awaited  by  shippers  as  promising  better 
conditions. 

The  rumor  has  been  revived  that  the  Coal  & 
Coke  railroad  will  purchase  the  West  Virginia 
Midland,  a  small  road  running  through  Brax¬ 
ton  and  Webster  counties.  The  little  road  of¬ 
fers  the  nucleus  for  an  extension  into  virgin 
territory,  but  the  report  of  the  deal  lacks  tan¬ 
gible  details. 

Three  drunken  rowdies  attempted  to  rob  the 
paymaster  of  the  Piney  Colliery  Co.,  at  Stano- 
ford,  Raleigh  county.  They  were  finally  over¬ 
powered  by  outside  help  and  arrested.  The 
cashier  was  forced  to  flee  with  the  money  in 
his  possession  and  in  consequence  payday  was 
postponed  from  Saturday  until  Monday. 


Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  November  6. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Inquiries  of  a  number  of  coal 
dealers  in  Kansas  City  yesterday  as  to  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  business  almost  invariably  were 
replied  to  by  a  cheery  “Fine!”  And  there  was 
no  disposition  to  deceive,  for  everywhere  the  in¬ 
dications  are  that  the  coal  trade  in  the  western 
section  will  be  unusually  good.  Most  dealers 
continue  to  assert  that  the  demand  is  much 
greater  than  the  supply,  owing  chiefly,  of  course, 
to  the  continued  shortage  of  cars.  The  prices 
have  not  advanced  or  decreased  either  in  the 
wholesale  or  the  retail  trade  in  the  last  week. 
They  are  quoted  as  being  steady. 

The  car  shortage  continues  to  be  as  serious  as 
ever  and  while  the  companies  are  handling  a  great 
amount  of  coal  one  agent  said  this  morning  that 
he  could  use  twice  as  many  cars,  and  then  some. 
The  fall  season  in  the  south  always  makes  cars 
scarce,  but  heretofore  the  northern  and  eastern 
branches  of  the  lines,  operating  in  the  south,  have 
been  able  to  send  additional  rolling  stock  to  the 
congested  districts.  This  year  the  shortage  of 
cars  covers  such  a  large  territory  that  the  roads 
can  not  supply  this  help.  Railroad  men  charge 
the  shortage  to  the  unusual  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

The  shortage  of  cars  has  resulted  in  a  freer 
exchange  in  use  of  cars  between  roads  than 
ever  before.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all 
of  the  roads  are  compelled  to  work  together 
on  the  best  possible  system  to  relieve  the  string¬ 
ency  and  the  interchange  of  cars  prevents  to  a 
large  extent  the  movement  of  empties.  One  rail¬ 
way  official  said  today:  “If  every  freight  car  in 
the  United  States  were  released  from  the  service 
today  and  then  replaced  at  once,  tliere  would  not 
be  sufficient  cars  to  move  the  freight  offered  for 
transportation. 

Supply  of  Coal  Increasing. 

Work  in  the  mines  in  this  district  has  picked 
up  to  a  remarkable  extent  in  this  district  in  the  last 
few  weeks,  and  all  miners  are  busy.  “The  coal 
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season  on  account  of  tlie  strike  has  been  back¬ 
ward,”  said  a  miner  today,  ‘‘but  it  is  beginning 
to  go  ahead  now  and  there  is  much  more  work 
tlian  there  was  a  month  ago.  One  explanation 
of  the  delay  of  the  coming  of  good  work  in  my 
opinion  is'  that  there  arc,  too  many  miners  in  Uie 
country  and  then  the  demand  for  the  production 
has  not  been  strong  until  lately. 

“The  opening  of  the  new  mines  has  a  good 
deal  to  do  with  the  work,  for  with  the  demand 
divided  up  among  so  many  it  makes  less  to  do 
for  all  of  them.  With  new  coal  mines  opening  up 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  this  will  become 
plainer  every  year.  For  instance,  take  the  mines 
that  are  being  developed  up  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  country — and  they  are  said  to  be  immense. 
When  they  are  in  good  operation  the  demand  that 
has  heretofore  come  to  this  country  from  there 
will  be  cut  off  and  while  the  demand  never  did 
cut  much  figure  with  the  district  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  it  will  be  felt  when  the  new  mines 
uj)  there  begin  to  produce. 

■‘The  opening  of  the  territory  in  this  part  of 
the  district  has  had  the  effect  of  bringing  more 
miners  to  this  section.  And  then,  too,  many 
young  men  from  farms  are  becoming  miners  be¬ 
cause  they  see  an  opportunity  to  make  more 
money  in  the  mines  than  on  the  farms.  The 
miners’  occupation  is  overdone  and  that  is  a 
fact.” 

A  suit  to  recover  nearly  half  million  dollars 
in  life  insurance  is  being  prepared  by  the  trustees 
of  the  C.  J.  Devlin  estate  against  Mrs.  Devlin. 
The  petition  will  ask  to  have  about  $450,000  turned 
over  to  the  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  cred¬ 
itors.  The  suit  will  be  brought  in  the  federal 
courts  and  if  the  trustes  should  win,  the  money 
will  be  used  to  pay  the  creditors  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  Devlin  properties. 
It  is  will  not  be  used  to  pay  the  creditors  of 
any  other  property  or  company  in  which  Mr. 
Devlin  was  interested  before  the  failure  and 
his  death. 

The  claim  for  the  money  is  on  the  ground 
that  Mr.  Devlin  used  the  money  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  Coal  Co.  in  paying  the  premiums  on  six¬ 
teen  policies,  which  he  held.  He  was  almost  the 
sole  owner  of  the  company.  It  is  alleged  that  if 
the  premiums  were  paid  wrongfully  out  of  money 
belonging  to  the  company,  and  not  to  Mr.  Devlin 
the  company  is  entitled  to  receive  the  amount 
of  the  policies  paid. 

Mrs.  Devlin  has  collected  the  policies  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  State  Mutual,  Massachusetts,  $30,000 ; 
Penn  Mutual  Life,  $50,000;  Kansas  Mutual,  $15,- 
000;  Northwestern  Mutual,  $17,000;  Northwestern 
Mutual,  $33,000;  Northwestern  Mutual,  $15,000; 
Travelers’  Life,  $10,000;  Connecticut  Mutual,  $20,- 
000 ;  Union  Central,  $31,000 ;  Massachusetts  Mu¬ 
tual,  $39,000;  Mutual  of  New  York,  $50,000; 
Equitable,  $7,500;  Kansas  Mutual,  $5,000;  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Mutual,  $5,000,  and  Fidelity  Mutual, 
$00,000. 


The  Gary  By-Product  Oven. 

In  connection  with  the  development  of  plans 
for  the  new  steel  works  of  the  United  States 
Steel  corporation  at  Gary,  Ind.,  among  other 
almost  revolutionary  methods  is  the  various 
processes  of  making  iron  and  steel.  Not  only 
will  economies  be  adopted  in  the  handling  of 
materials  for  furnaces  and  mills,  but  there  will 
be  many  other  devices  and  modern  ideas  used 
in  every  department,  one  of  them  being  the 
making  of  coke. 

For  years  the  American  steel  manufacturer 
has  been  criticised  for  his  extravagance  in 
using  the  bee  hive  oven  for  coke  manufac¬ 
ture.  European  steel  men  have  been  using 
the  b.y-product  ovens  and  c.xtracting  other  sub- 
•str.nces  from  the  coal  than  its  gas,  and  form¬ 
ing  quite  a  commercial  product  which  reduced 
the  cost  of  iron  production  in  no  small  de¬ 
gree.  The  chief  objection  made  in  America 
1o  this  idea  was  that  in  the  extraction  of  am¬ 
monia,  coal  tar  and  other  ingredients  the 
structure  of  the  coke  was  so  weakened  that 
it  could  not  support  the  average  load  of  ore 
and  limestone  in  the  furnace,  and  it  was  con¬ 
sequently  crushed,  and  by  its  own  weight  the 
fires  were  forced  out. 

Alive  to  the  possibilities  of  this  project, 
however,  the  expert  engineers  of  the  Steel  cor¬ 
poration  have  been  studying  the  matter,  and 
as  a  result  have  completed  a  new  form  of  by¬ 


product  coke  oven  which  will,  it  is  said,  pro¬ 
duce  a  quality  of  coke  that  will  hold  all  of  its 
strength  in  structure,  and  at  the  same  time 
the  ovens  will  extract  sufficient  gas  to  form  a 
splendid  fuel  for  oj)en-hcarth  furnaces  in  the 
steel  department,  and  also  for  other  purposes 
for  which  blast  furnace  gas  is  not  applicable. 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  the  steel 
corporation  would  construct  1,1)00  of  these 
newly  designed,  coke  ovens  at  the  Gary  plant. 
Their  type  and  general  method  of  construc¬ 
tion  is  not  made  public,  but  it  is  believed  they 
will  include  the  adoption  of  the  latest  discov¬ 
eries  of  the  experts  of  the  corporation  to  over¬ 
come  many  of  the  objections  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  by-product  method  upon  the  coke  so 
manufactured. 

The  gas  that  can  be  extracted  from  the  coal 
Icing  coked  is  said  to  be  enormous,  and  of 
much  greater  calorific  power  than  by  any  but 
natural  gas,  and  hence  can  be  used  for  fuel 
in  the  furnaces  as  a  substitute  for  natural  gas, 
which  is  not  plentiful  in  that  section  of  Indi¬ 
ana. 

Consolidatiorv  of  Coal  Com¬ 
panies  in  1905. 

The  scenes  of  the  principal  consolidations  of 
corporations  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  industry 
in  1905  were  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  although  a 
number  of  important  mergings  were  reported  also 
from  Ohio  and  West  Virginia. 

The  O'Gara  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  1905  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
over  nearly  all  of  the  mines  in  Saline  county. 
The  companies  that  were  merged  into  the  O’Gara 
Coal  Co.  were  the  Carriers  Mills  Coal  Co.,  the  El¬ 
dorado  Coal  Co.,  the  Clifton  Coal  Co.,  the  Dia¬ 
mond  Coal  Co.,  the  Egy'ption  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
the  Gas  &  Coal  Co.,  the  Harrisburg  Mining  & 
Coal  Co.,  the  Ledford  Coal  Co.,  the  Morris  Coal 
Co.,  the  New  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Davenport  Coal 
Co.,  nearly  all  of  these  properties  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  Flarrisburg,  Ill.  The  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.  took  over  also  the  Jefferson  Coal  Mining  Co., 
in  Sangamon  county. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  St.  Louis, 
was  formed  by  the  consolidation  of  the  German¬ 
town  Goal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  Muren  Coal  &  Ice 
Co.,  the  Oak  Hill  Coal  Co.,  the  Dutch  Hollow 
Coal  Co.,  the  Glendale  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the 
Tower  Coal  Co.,  the  Dutch  Hill  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  Walnut  Hill  Coal  Co.,  most  of  the  mines  thus 
taken  over  being  located  in  St.  Clair  county. 

The  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  took  over 
the  Nokomis  Coal  Co.,  of  Macon  county,  and  the 
Southern  Illinois  Coal  Mining  &  Washing  Co.,  of 
Williamson  county. 

There  were  five  important  consolidations  of 
coal  mining  interests  in  Indiana  during  1905. 
The  principal  one  of  these  was  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters 
in  Indianapolis.  This  company  took  over  the  fol¬ 
lowing  properties : 

The  Cloverland  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  in  Clay 
county;  Asherville  Mining  Co.,  in  Clay  county; 
the  Island  Valley  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  in  Clay 
and  Greene  counties ;  the  Enterprise  Coal  Co.,  in 
Knox  county ;  the  Indiana  Bituminous  Coal  Co., 
in  Clay  county ;  the  Island  Coal  Co.,  in  Greene 
and  Sullivan  counties ;  the  Johnson  Coal  Mining 
Co.,  in  Greene  county;  the  South  Linton  Coal 
Co.,  in  Greene  county;  the  Minshall  Vein  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  in  Parke  county ;  the  Raccoon 
Valley  Mining  Co.,  in  Parke  county;  Zeller,  Mc¬ 
Clelland  &  Co.,  in  Clay  and  Parke  counties;  the 
Indiana  &  Chicago  Coal  Co.,  in  Sullivan  county, 
and  the  Greenfield  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  Home 
Coal  Co.,  the  Lost  Creek  Coal  Co.,  the  Seelyville 
Coal  IMining  Co.,  the  Sugar  Creek  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  Loughuer  Coal  Mining  Co.,  in  Vigo  county. 

The  Dering  Coal  Co.,  an  Illinois  corporation, 
which  had  been  operating  in  Franklin,  Montgom¬ 
ery  and  Vermilion  counties  in  that  state,  pur¬ 
chased  in  1905  the  following  properties  in  Indi¬ 
ana  : 

The  J.  Wooley  Coal  Co.,  the  Bruilletts  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  the  Wilfred  Coal  Co.,  the  Indiana 
Fuel  Co.,  the  W.  S.  Bogle  Coal  &-  Mining  Co., 
and  the  Willow  Grove  Coal  Co.  The  mines  of 
these  different  companies  are  located  in  Sullivan, 
Vermilion  and  Vigo  counties. 

The  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 


merged  the  properties  of  the  North  Jackson  Hill 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  the  Sullivan  County  Coal  Co., 
the  Union  Coal  Co.,  the  Harder  &  Hafer  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  the  Hymera  Coal  Mining  Co.,  and 
the  Keller  Coal  Co.  All  of  the  mines  but  one 
that  thus  changed  ownership  are  located  in  Sul¬ 
livan  county.  This  one  exception  is  in  Vermilion 
county. 

The  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co.,  also  in  the 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  took  over  the 
Indiana  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  the  Citizens  Coal  Co., 
the  Cummings  Coal  C.,  the  Rainbow  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
and  the  Green  Hill  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  in  Sulli¬ 
van,  and  the  Forest  Coal  Co.,  in  Vigo  county. 

The  Southern  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  of  the  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  took  over  the  Hoosier 
Coal  Co.,  the  ^^idland  Coal  Co.,  the  Tower  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  the  Lattas  Creek  Coal  Co.,  all  in  Greene 
county,  and  the  Linton  Semi-Block  Coal  Co.,  in 
Sullivan  county. 

The  United  Fourth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  of  Linton, 
Ind.,  has  taken  over  the  properties  of  the  Island 
Valley  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  in  Clay  and  Greene 
counties,  and  those  of  the  Antioch  Coal  Co.,  L, 
T.  Dickason,  the  Black  Creek  Semi-Block  Coal 
Co.,  and  the  North  Linton  Coal  Co.,  all  in  Greene 
county. 

During  1905  the  Continental  Coal  Co.,  which 
had  itself  been  formed  by  the  consolidation 
of  a  number  of  properties  in  Athens,  Hocking 
and  Perry  counties,  was  merged  into  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Co.,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  which  took 
over  also  the  Buckeye  Coal  &  Railway  Co.,  in 
Fayette  and  Kanawha  counties.  West  Virginia. 

In  Alabama  the  Pratt  Consolidated  Coal 
Co.,  of  Jefferson  county,  took  over  the  prop¬ 
erties  of  the  Ivy  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  in  Walker 
county.  In  Kentucky  the  West  Kentucky 
Coal  Co.,  of  Sturgis,  took  over  the  Tide¬ 
water  Coal  Co.,  the  United  States  Gas,  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  in  Union  county,  and  the  Canev 
Fork  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  Rock  Spring  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  and  the  Wheatcroft  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  in  Webster  county.  In  Indian  Territory  the 
Degnan  and  McConnell  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  properties  of  the  Eastern  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  the  McAIester  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  Coal  Co.,  and  the 
Mexican  Gulf  Coal  &  Transportation  Co. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


Anthracite. 

Grate  . $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

Bituminous. 

Smokeless  lump  . $5.00 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

Screenings  .  1.75 

Gas  house  coke .  5.50 


V 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has 
nearly  completed  its  preliminarj^  report  in  the 
railroad  coal  investigation,  so  far  as  it  af¬ 
fects  the  bituminous  lines  leading  to  tidewater. 
About  150  typewritten  pages  comprise  this  re¬ 
port,  which  will  be  submitted  to  congress  iin- 
mediately  after  it  meets  in  December.  In  this 
report  the  commission  will  review  the  testi¬ 
mony  taken  last  spring  and  summer.  The  chief 
companies  so  far  examined  into  are  the  Penn- 
sly  vania  railroad,  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  New 
York  Central,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  Norfolk  & 
Western  and  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg. 
The  commission  will  give  its  conclusions  and 
recommendations  on  all  important  points,  and 
congress  will  then  determne  what  action  shall 
be  taken. 

V 

The  Colgrove  &  Sylvester  Lumber  Co.,  Read- 
lyn,  Iowa,  are  enlarging  their  coal  sheds  at  that 
city  in  anticipation  of  a  heavy  winter  business. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


psij 

R.  H.  Sessions  of  Minneapolis,  was  a  Chi¬ 
cago  visitor  this  week. 

W.  G.  Haskell,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was 
calling  on  his  friends  in  Chicago  during  the 
week. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  of  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co., 
Fisher  building,  Chicago,  is  on  a  business  trip  to 
Toledo,  Ohio. 

H.  J.  Reese,  chief  clerk  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  a  few 
days  ago  on  business. 

The  Illinois  Collieries  Co.  has  opened  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Franklin  building,  Minneapolis, 
and  placed  C.  L.  Seymour  in  charge. 

S.  W.  Gilliland,  auditor  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  made  a  business  trip  to 
Chicago  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Adams  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  is  making  a 
trip  through  central  Illinois  in  the  interest  of 
the  firm. 

W.  K.  Fields,  vice-president  of  the  New  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  better  known  as 
"Billy”  Fields,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on 
business. 

E.  M.  Sands,  general  manager  of  the  Old  Col¬ 
ony  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  made 
a  business  trip  to  Milwaukee  and  the  northwest 
recently. 

The  Kewanee  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.,  Kcwanee,  Illinois, 
has  opened  a  thoroughly  modern  coal  and  wood 
yard,  to  be  operated  in  connection  with  the  com¬ 
pany’s  ice  business  at  that  place. 

F.  C.  Ryan,  vice-president  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  made  a 
business  trip  to  Columbus  this  week.  He 
stopped  at  Chicago  on  his  itinerary. 

P.  C.  Richards,  of  Richards  Ambler  &  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  is  making  a  trip 
to  Cincinnati  this  week  and  will  call  at  Hamil¬ 
ton  and  several  other  points  before  he  re¬ 
turns. 

The  many  friends  of  J.  S.  Van  Epps  will  be 
glad  to  hear  that  he  has  been  appointed  west¬ 
ern  sales  agent  for  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Co.,  with  offices  in  the  Citizens  building, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago 
during  the  week  on  business.  Mr.  Heiner  left 
.this  city  Thursday  for  Detroit,  where  he  will 
visit  their  branch  office. 

C.  A.  Bickett,  president  of  the  Bickett  _  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  405  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
is  making  a  business  trip  throughout  the  east, 
especially  Pittsburg.  He  is  expected  to  return  to 
Chicago  in  a  few  days. 

W.  R.  Crowthers,  of  the  Charleroi  Coal  Works 
passed  through  Chicago  recently  on  a  business 
trip  to  Kansas  City.  He  reports  that  the  miners 
who  struck  last  summer  have  returned  to  work 
without  an  advance  in  wages. 

Harry  Finger,  city  sales  agent  for  the  Cres¬ 
cent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  303  Dearborn  street, 
Chicago,  had  an  operation  performed  on  one 
of  his  eyes  this  week.  He  expects  to  be  back 
in  the  harness  again  within  a  few  days. 

The  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  which  is  building 
a  railroad  between  Pawnee  and  Taylorville, 
has  purchased  ten  acres  of  land  two  miles  east 
of  Nokomis,  for  twenty  thousand  dollars.  The 


company  will  sink  a  new  shaft  and  locate  a 
town  on  the  site. 

The  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation  has  withdrawn  its  membership  in  the 
International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants.  This 
gives  Secretary  Reeves  full  swing  in  securing 
new  members  in  Iowa  which  he  would  not  be 
able  to  do  if  he  retained  the  membership  of  his 
association  in  the  International  Council. 

Alexander  B.  Phillips,  former  secretary  of  the 
Cross  Creek  Coal  Co.,  was  dismissed  by  United 
States  Commissioner  Foot  last  week.  The  only 
witness  for  the  government  testified  that  he  could 
not  identify  Phillips  as  the  man  who_  made  the 
representations.  On  this  showing  Assistant  Dis¬ 
trict  Attorney  Robert  Childs  recommended  the 
dismissal  of  the  charge. 

George  S.  Beeson,  formerly  auditor  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  and  later  auditor_  of 
the  General  Hocking  Fuel  &  Imperial  Mining 
Co.,  of  Columbus,  has  recently  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  auditor  of  the  Jeffrey  Manufacturing 
Co.,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  take  effect  Decem¬ 
ber  first,  Mr.  Beson  is  an  old  coal  man  and 
the  trade  wishes  him  every  success  in  his  new 
connection. 

J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  in  Philadelphia  last  week  in  the  hope 
of  inducing  the  authorities  to  increase  the  car 
supply.  He  reports  that  the  situation  is  acute 
and  that  there  is  very  little  hope  of  relief  as  the 
railroad  authorities  are  doing  all_  in  their  power 
to  mitigate  the  strained  conditions  which  are 
predominating  throughout  the  country. 

The  E.  Cockrell  Co.,  Jerseyville,  Ill.,  has  sold 
its  lumber  and  coal  business  to  the  Pollock 
Lumber  Co.,  of  St.  Louis.  The  new  firm  will 
take  charge  November  first.  Mr.  Cockrell  has 
been  in  the  lumber  business  in  Jerse3wille  for 
almost  thirty-five  years  and  consequently  is 
one  of  Jerseyville’s  best  known  and  success¬ 
ful  business  men.  Mr.  Cockrell  will  continue 
in  the  elevator,  grain  and  feed  business. 

The  satisfaction  and  complacency  of  the  state 
of  mind  of  some  of  the  coal  operators  this  week 
is  well  described  by  the  picture  of  one  who  was 
found  on  Wednesday  morning  sitting  in  his  office 
under  the  breezes  of  an  electric  fan.  The  mellow 
weather  outside,  which  had  every  appearance  of 
a  mid-summer  day,  did  not  make  one  feel  that 
the  fan  was  out  of  place,  and  it  also  tended  to 
banish  the  feeling  that  coal  would  ever  be  needed 
again. 

The  Davis  Railroad  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
sold  to  H.  J.  Poling  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  by  W. 
L.  Stolzenbach,  trustee  in  bankruptcy,  on  No¬ 
vember  third.  The  sale  was  confirmed  by 
Referee  in  Bankruptcy  A.  L.  McCarty,  at  the 
conclusion  of  a  hearing  at  which  all  of  the 
creditors  of  the  concern  were  represented.  The 
property  sold  includes  the  mine  located^  at 

I.inden  Tree,  five  miles  east  of  Mineral  City, 
Ohio,  and  a  railroad  from  Mineral  City  to  the 
mine.  It  is  understood  that  the  property  was 
bought  for  Canton  and  Akron  parties,  who  will 
begin  to  operate  the  mine  at  once. 

The  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co.’s  test  of  the  Stev¬ 
ens  fan  recently,  places  it  in  the  front  rank  of 
mine  ventilators.  One  of  the  four-inch  fans  vvas 
installed  last  July  in  the  company’s  No._  3  mine 
at  Cumberland,  Wyoming.  The  fan  is  being 
operated  by  a  little  8x8  engine  with  a  boiler 
pressure  of  ninety-seven  pounds.  When  run¬ 
ning  the  engine  at  265  r.  p.  m.  they  obtained  sixty 
thousand  cubic  feet  of  air  per  minute  with  a  lyi 
inch  water  gauge.  They  also  report  having  no 
trouble  whatever  with  the  fan  and  that  the  bear¬ 
ings  run  cool  and  use  very  little  oil. 


Two  frame  sheds  of  the  Miami  Coal  Co., 
Wood  street  and  Blue  Island  avenue,  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  last  week.  The  loss  was  slight. 
Tramps  sleeping  in  the  sheds,  it  is  believed, 
were  responsible.  A  team  of  horses  attached 
to  the  engine  of  company  No.  23,  which  went 
to  the  fire,  took  fright  and  ran  away.  At 
West  Eighteenth  street  and  Blue  Island  ave¬ 
nue  the  engine  struck  a  hole  in  the  pavement 
and  overturned.  The  horses  were  injured  and 
it  is  believed  they  will  have  to  be  shot. 

Burlington  officials  propose  this  year  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  practice  of  stealing  coal  from 
the  lines  and  a  full  force  of  detectives  will  be 
employed  this  fall  and  winter  in  keeping  a 
close  watch  of  the  coal  cars  handled  by  the 
road.  Trouble  is  experienced  every  year  by 
the  railroads  when  the  coal  shipping  season 
arrives  by  having  coal  taken  from  the  cars 
while  en  route  to  their  destination  and  while 
standing  on  side  tracks.  The  coal  usually  taken 
is  in  small  amounts,  but  in  the  aggregate 
amounts  to  many  tons  each  year.  Detective 
Agent  Cooley  is  making  preparations  for  a 
vigorous  campaign  against  the  coal  thieves  and 
will  send  special  detectives  over  every  line  of 
the  road  this  year. 

J.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager,  Kelly’s  Creek 
Colliery  Co.,  Ward,  W.  Va.,  writes  as  follows 
under  date  of  November  second,  1‘JOG:  “Our 
advertisement  in  your  paper  was  not  intended  to 
cast  any  reflection  on  the  jobbers  of  the  middle 
West,  most  of  whom  I  know  to  be  of  the  very 
highest  integrity  and  scrupulously  correct  in  their 
business  dealings,  and  with  whom  we  do  a  large 
and  very  satisfactory  business.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  a  few  jobbers  who  have  been  selling  other 
coals  on  the  reputation  of  ours.  As  we  incur 
heavy  expense  preparing  our  coal  properly  for  the 
purpose  of  making  it  the  best  article,  and  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  thoroughly  in¬ 
troducing  it,  we  do  not  propose  to  have  the  in¬ 
nocent  dealer  purchasing  some  other  coal  which 
is  not  as  good,  and  after  using  it  feeling  that  we 
have  misrepresented  facts  in  our  advertisements, 
and  that  he  has  tried  ‘Ward  Cast  Iron  Splint’ 
and  found  it  to  be  other  than  what  we  claim 
for  it.  For  this  reason  we  are  determined  to 
follow  the  matter  up  very  closely  and  protect  the 
dealer  as  well  as  the  jobber  in  seeing  that  they 
get  ‘Ward  Cast  Iron  Splint’  when  they  order 
it  through  any  channel,  if  they  will  keep  in  touch 
with  us.” 

The  controversy  between  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  and  John  S.  Jones  of  the  Jones  & 
Adams  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  will 
not  advance  to  its  most  interesting  aspect  un¬ 
til  about  the  middle  of  December,  when  the 
matter  will  probably  come  up  in  court.  Mr. 
Jones  filed  a  bill  last  week  in  the  Superior 
court  for  $100,000  damages  for  libel  against  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  which  recently  filed  a  bill 
against  Air.  Jones  for  $75,000.  It  is  claimed 
by  the  attorneys  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 
that  this  amount  of  money  is  due  said  com¬ 
pany  in  balancing  the  accounts  between  Mr. 
Jones  and  the  Pittsburg  concern.  Mr.  Jones’ 
attorneys,  Messrs.  Runnels  &  Burry,  claim 
that  the  action  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  is 
a  conspiracy  intended  to  compel  him  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  certain  bituminous  fields  and  also  to 
injure  his  credit  in  the  trade.  They  allege 
that  Air.  Jones  probably  owes  the  company 
fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand  dollars,  but 
could  not  make  settlement  since  the  statement 
of  his  account  was  not  rendered.  .Attorneys 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Cassidy  &  Butler, 
on  the  other  hand  claim  that  the  charges  arc 
definitely  stated  in  the  bill  which  was  pre¬ 
pared  in  their  office  and  they  have  confidence 
in  their  ability  to  sustain  them. 
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One  railroad,  it  is  claimed,  lias  sent  out  detectives  to  arrest  the 
coal  thieves.  Does  this  mean  that  the  railroad  is  getting  ready  to 
deliver  full  weight? 

The  United  States  produces  as  much  iron  ore  as  the  United 
Kingdom,  Germany,  Sweden  and  Austria-Hungary  combined !  What 
a  joy  to  the  coal  man. 

In  the  last  analysis  the  great  wealth  of  the  coun- 
The  Cycle  of  from  the  soil.  We  are  therefore,  always 

Prosperity.  gratified  to  know  that  crops  are  good  and  that 
money  will  be  easy.  The  coal  trade  always  gets 
more  than  a  corresponding  amount  of  benefit  from  a  successful  and 
prosperous  year.  Soon  Thanksgiving  time  will  be  here  and  we  will 
be  taking  an  inventory  of  the  amount  of  progress  we  have  attained. 
It  is  claimed  that  we  have  a  three  tliousand  million  dollar  corn  crop. 
In  the  case  of  iron  and  steel  the  mills  could  sell  twice  their  daily 
output.  The  product  of  a  hundred  thousand  factories  has  swelled 
tlie  freight  tonnage  eighty-five  thousand  million  and  we  are  just  on 
tlie  eve  of  a  car  famine.  The  four  largest  railroads  have  ordered 
forty-four  thousand  cars  and  380  new  locomotives,  but  this  will  not 
suOice  for  the  constantly  increasing  demand.  The  transportation  of 
one  thousand  million  dollars  worth  of  corn  alone  is  no  small  matter. 
Another  railroad  system  has  let  contracts  to  the  amount  of  twelve 
million  dollars  for  new  rolling  stock,  but  the  car  equipment  com¬ 
panies  are  montlis  behind  on  their  orders. 


It  is  claimed  that  there  are  sufficient  freight  cars 
Increasing  the  service  to  promptly  handle  the  freight  of 

Car  Supply.  country.  It  is  also  asserted  that  the  average 

car  loafs  twenty-three  hours  out  of  twenty-four. 
If  some  system  could  be  devised  to  make  the  cars  work  practically  all 
the  time  the  coal  trade  would  not  suffer  for  want  of  transportation. 
Botli  shippers  and  the  railroads  are  to  Idame  for  the  slow  transit 
of  cars.  Demurrage  does  not  kill  delay  in  loading  and  unloading. 
Another  instance  which  should  have  attention  is  the  eagerness  of 
certain  shippers  to  supply  raw  materials  far  Iieyond  the  temporary  de¬ 
mand.  There  are  times,  of  course,  as  before  the  holidays  or  previous 
to  a  threatened  strike,  when  this  is  permissible,  but  there  is  no 
reason  why  shippers  should  be  permitted  to  load  up  their  customers 
above  the  normal  demand  just  to  procure  a  larger  sale  of  their  prod¬ 
uct.  The  detaining  of  a  car  which  has  been  partly  loaded  until  the 
balance  is  ready  is  another  cause  which  ties  up  thousands  of  cars. 
Cars  which  need  repair  often  stand  around  yards  for  weeks  before 
being  placed  into  the  shops.  In  many  cases  they  could  be  repaired 
on  the  sidings  and  much  time  saved.  The  railroads  should  plan 
during  busy  times  to  accelerate  the  repair  of  such  cars  and  send  them 
out  promptly  where  they  are  most  needed.  Cars  of  undesirable  ca¬ 
pacity  also  tend  to  delay  shipments.  It  is  a  common  complaint  that 
car  distributers  do  not  keep  in  close  enough  touch  with  shippers  in 
order  to  know  best  what  kind  of  cars  will  serve  their  purposes  most 
efficiently.  It  happens  frequently  that  a  car  is  supplied  which  is  too 
large  for  the  purpose  and  a  large  amount  of  capacity  is  wasted. 
These  are  all  small  things,  but  when  you  take  into  consideration  the 
tremendous  amount  of  rolling  stock  in  this  country,  a  saving  of  a 
little  here  and  there  means  a  vast  amount  of  utility  in  toto.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  interest  on  the  money  value  of  the  freight  while 
in  transit  in  this  country  is  over  twent3’-three  million  dollars.  It 
therefore  is  obvious  that  a  little  cut  is  worth  while.  The  roads  claim 
they  have  ordered  a  large  percentage  of  equipment,  but  how  much 
greater  this  is  than  the  number  of  cars  which  go  to  the  scrap  heap 
is’not  a  matter  of  record. 

Coal  comes  from  Mother  Nature’s  laboratory  un- 
Food  and  adulterated.  Fuel,  food,  clothing  and  light  form 

Coal.  eighty  per  cent  of  the  expenses  of  the  average 

American  family.  About  eight  per  cent  is  given 
up  for  fuel  and  fifty  per  cent  for  food.  When  it  is  known  that 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  all  the  food  stuffs  imported  into  the  New 
York  market  are  adulterated  we  have  just  reason  to  get  interested. 
No  doubt  the  weekly  journals  have  done  more  to  correct  this  great 
injustice  than  any  other  force  at  work  in  society.  The  Ladies’  Home 
Journal  and  Collier^s,,  as  well  as  Harper’s  Weekly  and  other  maga¬ 
zines,  should  be  highly  commended. 

It  is  known  to  the  chemist  that  a  large  amount  of  vanilla  extract 
formerly  sold  was  made  out  of  coal  tar.  The  New  Haven  agricultural 
station  in  1902  found  that  of  ninety-four  samples  of  catsup,  there 
were  eighty-four  which  contained  chemical  preservatives,  colored  with 
coal  tar  dyes.  By  the  most  ingenious  processes  of  the  adulterator  it  is 
said  that  fifteen-year-old  whiskey  can  be  made  in  eight  minutes.  The 
list  of  adulterations  is  a  long  one.  It  is  claimed  that  ten  per  cent 
of  all  food  stuffs  consumed  by  the  American  people  are  adulterated. 
The  annual  food  bill  of  the  nation  is  about  4,500  million  dollars. 
This  means  that  we  are  paying  450  million  for  adulterations  which 
generally  are  injurious  to  the  body,  affecting  the  mind  and  causing 
sluggish  thinking,  thus  greatly  hindering  the  progress  of  the  nation 
physically  and  mentally.  The  coal  dealer  has  just  reason  to  be  proud 
of  his  vocation.  He  delivers  the  pure  article  just  as  nature  made  it. 
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Application  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act 

to  Shippers. 


Restrictions  Upon  Court  Action. 

Certain  restrictions  are  placed,  however,  upon 
the  action  of  the  court,  viz. :  That  the  act  to  ex¬ 
pedite  hearings  in  cases  in  equity  apply,  which 
requires  three  circuit  judges  or  two  circuit 
judges  and  a  district  judge  to  pass  upon  appli¬ 
cations  for  injunction,  and  prohibits  interlocu¬ 
tory  injunctions  upon  less  than  five  days’  notice 
to  the  Commission.  Appeals  lie  directly  to  the 
Supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  and  such 
cases  are  given  precedence  over  all  other  cases 
except  cases  of  a  similar  nature  and  criminal 
cases. 

There  are^  many  wise  and  salutary  provisions 
in  this  bill  which  are  valuable  aids  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  and  to  litigants  in  the  ascertainment  and 
determination  of  the  facts  necessary  to  a  proper 
execution  of  the  foregoing  powers.  As  an  ex¬ 
ample  : 

Copies  of  all  schedules,  tariffs,  agreements,  re¬ 
ports,  statistics  and  the  like  on  file  with  the 
Commission  are  made  competent  evidence  and 
prima  facie  of  what  they  purport  to  be.  The 
Commission  is  authorized  to  require  uniform  ac- 
counts  and  records  to  be  kept  by  the  railroads 
and  annual  reports  thereof,  or  monthly  reports 
or  special  reports  covering  particular  affairs  to 
be  made  to  the  Commission,  with  the  most 
elaborate  showing  of  everything  pertaining  to  the 
entire  operation  and  finances  of  the  railroad. 
Other  accounts  and  reports  are  prohibited  under 
penalties,  and  there  are  penalties  for  falsifying 
the  accounts.  The  Commission  is  authorized  to 
appoint  inspectors  and  examiners,  who  may 
swear  witnesses  and  take  evidence,  and  who  may 
at  any  time  examine  into  any  part  of  the  records 
of  any  railroad  or  corporation  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  and  thus  enable  it  to  secure 
accurately  at  first  hand  information  _  not  _  colored 
by  adroit  and  willing  witnesses.  This  will  much 
lighten  the  work  of  the  Commission  and  will 
enable  complaints  at  the  expense  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  have  the  Commission  secure  all  that 
character  of  information  that  is  necessary  to  en¬ 
able  it  to  perform  the  duty  of  determining  the 
facts  in  each  particular  case,  which  heretofore  it 
has  been  next  to  impossible  to  prove. 

One  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  this 
act  is  that  it  requires  the  giving  of  through  bills 
of  lading  and  makes  the  initial  carrier  liable  for 
all  damages  to  the  goods,  with  the  right  to  re¬ 
coup  against  the  connecting  carrier  upon  which 
line  the  injury  happened 

The  commission  is  increased  to  seven  and  their 
salaries  to  $10,000  per  annum,  a  very  merited  ad¬ 
vance.  The  law  ought,  in  justice,  to  have  made 
some  other  advances  in  salaries  for  example, 
the  secretary,  assistant  secretary  and  solicitor. 

Excepting  out  of  this  review  the  pipe  lines,  it 
seems  to  me  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  clearly 
within  the  limits  of  the  constitution. 

Wherein  the  Law  Could  Have  Been  Better. 

The  new  law,  in  every  particular  and  in  every 
provision,  is  an  advancement  over  the  previous 
law,  strengthening  it,  making  it  better,  and  con¬ 
ferring  the  express  power  upon  the  commission 
to  prescribe  the  rates,  regulations  and  practices. 
It  takes  no  backward  step.  I  consider  it  an 
excellent  law.  The  only  particulars  wherein  _I 
think  it  would  have  been  more  beneficial,  as  it 
appears  to  me,  are:  . 

1.  It  would  probably  have  been  better  had  it 
given  the  Commission  the  power  to  prescribe  ab¬ 
solutely  the  differential  or  relation  of  rates  in 
force  upon  a  line  of  railroad  as  between  the 
places  which  it  serves  and  as  between  the  com¬ 
modities  which  it  carries,  without  fixing  the  rate 
itself,  or  without  the  indirect  method  of  an  order 
to  “cease  and  desist.’’  Practice,  however,  under 
this  law  may  show  that  the  same  thing  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  provision  which  gwes  the 
commission  the  power  *o  “make  an  order  that 
the  carriers  cease  and  desist  from  such  vi^ola- 
tion  to  the  extent  to  which  the  commission  finds 
the  same  to  exist.”  If  in  a  case  where  the  com¬ 
mission  finds  there  exist  discriminations  or  pref¬ 


erences  in  the  rates  on  co-related  commodities — 
for  example,  wheat  and  fiour,  corn  and  corn- 
meal,  live  stock  and  dressed  meats,  or  any  such 
co-related  commodities — it  makes  an  order  that 
the  carrier  “cease  and  desist”  such  discrimina¬ 
tion  or  preference,  and  the  penalty  for  violation 
of  such  an  order  shall  be  inforced,  then  of  course 
no  further  provision  upon  that  subject  would 
be  absolutely  necessary.  It  appears  entirely 
plausible  that  the  commission  should  adopt  that 
theory  and  that  the  courts  A'ould  sustain  it  as 
being  clearly  within  the  commission’s  power. 
Should  it  be  held  otherwise,  however,  the  law 
could  be  further  amended  to  give  the  power  to 
fix  the  relation  of  rates  directly.  It  is  admittedly 
true,  however,  that  the  commission  may  correct 
the  discriminations  and  preferences  by  fixing  the 
maximum  rates;  and  it  is  also  true  that  the 
railroads  might,  if  they  see  fit,  reduce  one  of 
the  rates  and  not  the  other  below  the  maximum 
fixed,  and  thus  avoid  the  effect  of  such  order  of 
the  commission,  unless  the  power  to  make  an 
order  to  “cease  and  desist”  would  enable  the 
commission  to  control  it.  It  seems  probable 
that  it  would. 

2.  The  commission  should  probably  have  been 
given  the  power  to  proceed  without  complaint 
upon  its  own  motion  as  w^ll  in  making  an  order 
as  in  making  an  investigation.  It  may  investi¬ 
gate  without  complaint,  but  can  make  no  binding 
order  without  complaint. 

3.  The  other  particular  in  which  it  appears 
that  this  law  could  be  materially  benefited 
(though  perhaps  better  by  an  independent  bill) 
is  to  provide  for  the  valuation  of  the  railroad 
properties  under  the  direction  and  supervision 
of  the  commission.  It  is  true  that  the  commis¬ 
sion,  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  rates 
are  reasonable,  may  inquire  into  the  value  of  the 
property  as  one  of  the  factors  in  any  case,  but 
that  has  proven  entirely  unsatisfactory  for  the 
want  of  reliable  and  satisfactory  evidence  upon 
the  subject,  and  in  almost  every  case  it  has  been 
left  to  the  mere  guess;  and  the  commission  has 
practically  abandoned  that  effort,  and  will  have 
to  continue  to  perform  its  duties  without  this 
important  knowledge  of  one  of  the  principal 
factors  in  the  equation,  unless  the  government 
provides  for  the  valuation  of  railroad  property. 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  make  an  argument  upon 
the  subject,  as  that  would  require  too  much 
space,  but  it  seems  to  me  the  argument  has  all 
been  on  the  side  of  obtaining  said  valuation. 
Senator  La  Follette  made  a  very  exhaustive  and 
learned  address  in  the  senate  covering  the  par¬ 
ticular  subject  in  detail,  which  every  one  in¬ 
terested  in  the  subject  should  read.  Of  course, 
it  will  often  happen  that  in  determining  what 
rate  ought  to  be  prescribed  the  question  of  valua¬ 
tion  will  be  practically  unimportant,  but  when 
it  comes  to  the  people  being  able  to  know  what 
returns  the  railroads  are  making  upon  their 
actual  investment  in  order  to  be  able  to  de-- 
termine  the  extent  to  which  they_  ought  to  be 
regulated,  or  to  determine  the  fairness  of  the 
schedule  of  rates  as  a  whole,  the  valuation  is 
of  prime  importance,  as  it  is  always  an  important 
fact  for  the  commission  to  have  before  it.  I 
should  say  it  is  of  as  much  or  more  importance 
for  the  purpose  of  informing  the  public  and  for 
their  protection  than  it  is  to  enable  the  commis¬ 
sion  to  fix  a  particular  rate  on  a  particular  class 
or  commodity.  I  do  not,  therefore,  entirely 
agree  with  Senator  La  Follette  that  valuation 
is  of  such  vital  importance  in  fixing  a  particular 
rate. 

Manner  of  Enforcing  the  Law. 

The  most  important  question  now  is,_  the  man¬ 
ner  of  enforcing  the  law.  The  commission  will 
no  doubt  be  alive  to  this  feature,  and,  with  the 
'new  powers  at  its  command  and  the  addition 
to  its  numbers,  be  better  able  to  expedite  the 
disposition  of  cases  before  it.  It  must  not  be 
expected  that  every  complaint  is  a  just  one,  and 
the  public  should  receive  with  patience  adverse 
decisions,  but  it  will  not  be  patient ;  and  the 
result  will  be  that  the  public  will  be  disap¬ 
pointed,  not  because  the  law  is  wanting  in  fixing 
the  legal  duty  of  the  carrier  or  in  giving  to  the 
commission  powers  sufficient,  but  because  of  the 


impossibility  of  promptly  satisfying  the  thou¬ 
sands  of  complaints  that  will  be  filed  as  soon  as 
the  new  law  becomes  effective. 

One  thing  can  be  said  which  ought  to  satisfy 
those  who  desire  to  remedy  rate  abuses  by  suits 
in  court,  and  that  is,  that  remedy  is  complete  to 
enforce  any  order  of  the  commission,  should 
the  carriers  take  chances  on  the  penalty  to  vio¬ 
late  an  order  of  the  commission. 

Jurisdiction  of  U.  S.  Courts. 

In  several  instances  United  States  courts  have 
exercised  jurisdiction  of  matters  relating  to  in¬ 
terstate  commerce  which  do  not  fall  within  or 
are  permissible  under  the  terms  of  the  law.  Such 
action  by  the  courts  is  based  upon  a  portion  of 
the  law — found  in  section  22,  reading :  “Nothing 
in  this  act  contained  shall  in  any  way  abridge,  or 
alter  the  remedies  now  existing  at  common  law 
or  by  statute,  but  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
in  addition  to  such  remedies”;  or  under  section 
9,  of  the  act,  by  which  one  claiming  to  be  dam¬ 
aged  by  a  carrier  subject  to  the  law  may  bring 
suit  in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  of  competent  jurisdiction.  If  one  elect 
to  proceed  before  the  court  he  cannot  prosecute 
the  carrier  before  the  commission  for  the  same 
cause  of  action. 

Criminal  Proceedings. 

For  violation  of  the  new  provision  regarding 
the  issuance  of  passes,  a  common  carrier  is  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  is  subject 
to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  nor  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
each  offense.  Should  one  who  is  not  entitled  to 
a  pass  or  free  transportation  use  or  accept  same 
he  is  subject  to  the  same  penalty.  The  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  court  to  hear  and  de¬ 
termine  a  matter  of  this  nature  is  the  same  as 
under  the  Elkins  law,  being  any  court  of  the 
United  States  having  jurisdiction  of  crimes 
within  the  district  in  which  such  violation  was 
committed,  or  through  which  the  transportation 
may  have  been  conducted,  and  if  the  offense  is 
begun  in  one  jurisdiction  and  completed  in  an¬ 
other,  it  may  be  considered  by  the  appropriate 
court  in  either  jurisdiction. 

A  common  carrier  (or  if  a  corporation,  a  di¬ 
rector,  officer,  receiver,  trustee,  lessee,  agent,  or 
person  acting  for  it)  who,  either  alone  or  with 
another  shall  (a)  wilfully  do  or  cause  to  be 
done,  or  (b)  wilfully  suffer  or  permit  to  be 
done  any  act,  matter  or  thing  prohibited,  or  de¬ 
clared  to  be  unlawful,  or  (c)  shall  wilfully  omit 
or  fail  to  do  any  act,  matter  or  thing  required 
by  the  act  to  be  done,  or  (d)  shall  cause  or 
wilfully  suffer  or  permit  any  act,  matter  of 
thing  directed  or  required  to  be  done  not  to  be 
done,  or  (e)  shall  aid  or  abet  such  omission  or 
failure,  or  (f)  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  any 
infraction  of  the  act  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  and  subject  to  a  fine  not  to  exceed 
five  thousand  dollars.  Such  cases  are  to  be  tried 
before  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
within  the  jurisdiction  within  which  the  offense 
was  committed.  If  the  offense  be  unlawful  dis¬ 
crimination  in  rates,  fares  and  charges,  one  con¬ 
victed  is  liable,  in  addition  to  the  fine,  to  im¬ 
prisonment  for  two  years  in  the  penitentiary. 

A  common  carrier,  or  if  a  corporation,  its 
officer  or  agent,  who  shall  knowingly  and  wil¬ 
fully  suffer  or  permit  any  one  to  secure  trans¬ 
portation  at  less  than  the  established  rates  by 
means  of  false  classification,  false  billing,  false 
weighing,  or  other  device  or  means  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  conviction 
in  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  within  the 
district  where  the  offense  was  committed,  sub¬ 
jects  the  offender  to  a  fine  of  not  exceeding  five 
thousand  dollars  and  imprisonment  in  the  peni¬ 
tentiary  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years,  or 
both.  A  shipper  who  secures  reduced  trans¬ 
portation  charges  by  any  of  the  same  means  is 
deemed  guilty  of  a  fraud,  which  is  declared  a 
misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction  in  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction  witliin  the  district  where 
the  offense  was  committed  is  subject  to  the  same 
punishment. 
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Record  Breaking  Shipment. 


A  remarkable  case  of  dispatch  in  shipping  coal 
at  this  time  of  car  shortage  may  he  of  interest. 
The  following  correspondence  and  news  item 
will  give  full  particulars  of  how  an  order  for 
twenty  cars  of  coal  was  filled  in  three  days  and 
the  coal  transported  from  an  Illinois  mine  to 
Nebraska. 

Fremont,  Ner.,  October  30,  1906. 
Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond, 

1155  Old  Colony  building, 

Chicago,  Ill. 

Dear  Sir: 

We  notice  that  for  the  last  six  to  eight  weeks 
your  paper  has  contained  several  accounts  of  the 
inability  of  mines  to  secure  cars,  and  of  the 
poor  service  of  most  of  the  roads  in  handling 
shipments  of  coal,  but  we  wish  to  cite  you  to  one 
instance,  which  lias  never  before  been  equaled 
in  our  twelve  years’  experience  in  the  wholesale 
coal  business. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  this  month  we  mailed 
an  order  to  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.,  for  twenty  cars  of  chunks  to  Fremont, 


Neb.,  for  distribution  to  points  beyond.  The 
coal  was  all  loaded  on  Saturday,  the  twenty- 
seventh  and  left  the  mine  Sunday  morning  in 
a  solid  train,  reaching  Fremont  about  four  p.  m., 
October  twenty-ninth.  It  is  very  gratifying  to 
a  coal  dealer  to  know  that  there  is  at  least 
one  mine  that  can  secure  the  cars,  and  also  one 
railroad  company  that  is  willing  to  furnish  a 
special  train  to  handle  shipments. 

Yours  truly. 

Consolidated  Fuel  Co., 

W.  R.  Brooks,  Manager. 

Comment  by  the  Evening  Tribune,  Fremont, 
Neb.: 

A  Fremont  firm  at  four  o’clock  yesterday 
afternoon  received  a  record-breaking  shipment  of 
twenty  cars  of  coal  for  Nebraska  towns  which 
have  been  threatened  with  famine  and  the  serious 
situation  that  has  been  confronting  some  deal¬ 
ers  will  be  relieved  for  the  present  at  least. 
Having  placed  the  order  last  Friday  afternoon 
the  Fremont  firm  received  the  big  consignment 
of  bituminous  substance  at  four  o’clock  yesterday 
afternoon.  It  came  by  special  train  all  the  way 
from  Spring  Valley,  Ill. 

Grain  dealers,  coal  dealers  and  others  who 
have  had  experience  with  “rush”  shipments  dur¬ 
ing  the  present  car  famine  will  appreciate  in 
some  measure  the  remarkable  features  of  such 
a  movement  of  coal. 

The  twenty  carloads  came  direct  through  by 
special  train  which  pulled  into  the  Fremont  yards 
of  the  North-Western.  Without  unloading  here 
the  coal  was  at  once  apportioned  and  the  cars 


sent  to  Nebraska  dealers  who  have  been  clam¬ 
oring  for  them. 

It  is  asserted  by  dealers  that  there  is  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  famine  in  h'remont.  Local  dealers  are 
well  supplied  at  present. 

No  Hope  For  Better  Car 
Service. 

Tonnage  is  accumulating  along  the  lines  of 
the  western  railroads  a  great  deal  faster  than 
any  of  them  can  move  it,  and  officials  have 
practically  abandoned  the  idea  that  they  will 
ever  be  able  to  cope  with  the  increasing  de¬ 
mand  of  shippers  for  cars  as  long  as  present 
conditions  exist.  The  extraordinary  prosper¬ 
ity  which  the  west  is  enjoying  as  a  result  of 
the  enormous  crops  and  comparatively  high 
prices  for  all  grains,  is  responsible  for  a  ma¬ 
jor  portion  of  the  western  business  expan¬ 
sion.  The  upbuilding  of  the  west  has  been 
more  rapid  than  the  expansion  of  the  rail¬ 


roads,  although  they  can  take  the  greatest 
credit  for  such  a  situation.  It  is  generally 
conceded  in  railroad  circles  that  the  most  of 
them  have  not  enough  tracks  with  which  to 
handle  the  freight,  to  say  nothing  of  the  lack 
of  equipment.  Concerning  the  latter,  there  is 
not  a  railroad  in  the  country  of  any  promi¬ 
nence  that  has  rolling  stock  enough  to  take 
care  of  the  business  offered,  and  the  situation 
is  steadily  growing  worse.  All  of  the  leading 
lines  have  made  demands  on  the  car  builders 
for  new  equipment  of  various  kinds,  but  there 
is  no  hope  on  the  part  of  the  railway  people 
of  getting  quick  deliveries  any  more  than 
there  is  any  expectation  on  the  part  of  the 
builders  to  meet  the  demands  upon  their  shop 
capacity  for  turning  out  cars. 

As  the  winter  approaches  the  general  rail¬ 
way  situation  is  expected  to  grow  worse  in 
several  ways.  Cold  weather  will  reduce  the 
efficiency  of  the  motive  power  and  aid  in  the 
congestion  of  the  freight  yards  and  sidings. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  is  sure  to  be  a  grow¬ 
ing  inquiry  from  the  interior  for  all  classes  of 
manufactured  goods  from  the  agricultural  dis¬ 
tricts.  Manufacturers  are  as  much  puzzled  at 
the  outlook  as  the  railroad  people  and  are 
wondering  how  they  will  be  able  to  cope  with 
the  situation  if  it  continues  to  expand.  In 
well  informed  circles  it  is  stated  that  manu¬ 
facturers  of  all  kinds  have  enough  business 
booked  to  insure  prosperity  for  1907  and  that 
at  the  earliest  1908  would  not  be  a  bad  year 
for  the  railroads  should  a  retrograde  move¬ 
ment  in  business  soon  start. 


Causes  of  Mine  Accidents. 

When  we  enumerate  the  casualties  in  min¬ 
ing,  and  deduct  from  the  total  those  resulting 
from  natural  causes  there  remains  a  surpris¬ 
ingly  large  number  of  accidents  which  might 
have  been  avoided  had  the  necessary  precau¬ 
tion  been  taken  by  the  unfortunates. 

While  it  is  generally  believed — and  statistics 
attempt  to  prove  the  theory— by  far  the  larger 
ratio  of  accidents  in  mines  are  due  to  falls  of 
ground.  These  casualties  are  inevitable,  yet 
their  frequency  may  be  lessened  by  greater 
care  on  the  part  of  the  miner  to  sound  the 
walls  and  roof  and  using  sufficient  timber. 

Another  cause  to  which  is  attributable  an 
unusually  large  number  of  accidents  is  ex¬ 
plosion.  Often  a  bad  fuse  may  be  the  trouble 
maker  by  causing  a  premature  explosion. 
Sometimes  a  fuse  will  be  ignited  accidentally, 
perhaps  by  a  miner’s  candle  or  pipe.  Imagine 
also  a  miner  attempting  to  clear  a  hole  which 
had  been  fired  but  had  not  done  duty,  and  of 
tamping  a  charge,  in  both  instances  using  a 
steel  drill!  Of  course,  the  work  cannot  be 
done  by  the  same  man,  and  the  probability  is 
that  if  either  had  lived  he  might  be  maimed 
for  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

The  dynamite  thawing  tragedy  needs  no 
press  agent;  it  has  been  seen  at  nearly  every 
mining  camp. 

Falling  down  a  shaft,  resulting  invariably  in 
death,  is  often  due  to  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  miner.  In  his  daring  a  miner  will  defj’ 
the  laws  of  gravitation  and  equilibrium  by 
descending  in  a  bucket,  or  car,  without  suffi¬ 
ciently  supporting  and  safeguarding  his  body, 
or  he  will  slide  a  ladder  to  his  doom. 

Suffocation,  cither  from  the  fumes  of  e.x- 
plosives  or  inadequate  ventilation  of  under¬ 
ground  workings,  is  less  frequent  now  than 
formerly.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  educa¬ 
tional  propaganda,  “first  aid  to  the  injured,” 
has  greatly  reduced  the  number  of  deaths 
among  miners. 

Besides  the  causes  of  accidents  enumerated 
above  there  are  a  multiclicity  of  others.  For 
instance,  serious  injury  is  sometimes  obtained 
by  an  incautious  miner  who  picks  sawdust  out 
of  detonators,  or  uses  unnecessary  force  in 
pushing  the  fuse  into  a  detonator.  Jamming 
fingers  by  machine  drills  is  a  common  cause 
of  pain  and  inconvenience.  On  the  surface 
men  will  sometirnes  get  pinched  by  cog  wheels 
and  other  parts  of  machinery  in  operation.  A 
curious  accident  is  cited  by  the  inspector  of 
mines  of  Western  Australia;  it  was  due  to  an 
Italian  drinking  caustic  soda  from  the  tanks 
used  to  store  it.  The  tanks,  by  the  way,  were 
difficult  to  climb,  and  the  precaution  had  been 
taken  to  mark  them  “caustic  soda.' 

It  would  probably  be  a  good  idea  if  mine 
managers  posted  a  list  of  “Jon'ts”  at  conveni¬ 
ent  places  above  and  underground,  so  that 
the  miner  would  become  accustomed  to  prac¬ 
tice  greater  care  to  safeguard  himself  and 
neighbor  while  attending  to  his  duties. 


Foreign  Freight  R^attes. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  reports  as  follows: 

There  were  no  reported  fixtures  for  export 
coal  during  the  past  week,  and  tonnage  for  the 
first  half  of  November  loading  is  almost  impossi¬ 
ble  to  obtain. 

Rates  hold  firm  at  about  quotations  given  be¬ 
low. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.50@1.55  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$3@2.10  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.65@1.75  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.75@1.85  to  Daiquiri;  $1.85@1.95 
to  Santiago;  $1.80@1.90  to  Colon;  $1.90@2  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2@2.10  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.75@1.85  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.95@2  to  Barba¬ 
dos;  $1.70@1.80  to  Kingston;  $1.45@1.55  and 
p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2  to  Guadaloupe;  $2.60  to 
Demerara;  $1.90@2  to  Bermuda;  $1.75@1.S5  to 
"Vera  Cruz;  $1.75@1.85  to  Tampico;  17@18s  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  I8@19s  to  Rosario;  17@18s  to 
Rio;  18@19s  to  Santos;  12@13s  to  a  direct  port 
in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italj',  Spain  excluded;  $6.50  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Manila;  $6.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


North-Western  Special  Coal  Train. 
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How  to  File  Claims. 


How  .  complaints  concerning  unreasonable 
freight  charges  or  discrimiiiations  against 
shippers  or  localities  may  be  most  expeditious¬ 
ly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  commission  and  redress  secured 
under  the  new  freight  rate  law,  which  took 
effect  August  38,  is  an  inquiry  that  is  daily 
being  made  at  the  commission’s  headquarters. 

Who  May  File  Complaint. 

Under  the  rules  of  practice  adopted  by  the 
commission  “any  person,  firm,  company,  cor-  . 
poration  or  association,  mercantile,  agricultural 
or  manufacturing  society,  body  politic  or  mu¬ 
nicipal  organization,  or  the  railroad  commis¬ 
sioner  or  commission  of  any  state  or  territory 
may  complain  to  the  commission  by  petition 
of  anything  done  or  omitted  to  be  done,  in 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  regu¬ 
late  commerce  by  any  common  carrier  or  car¬ 
riers  subject  to  the  provisions  of  said  act.” 
Where  a  complaint  relates  to  the  rates  or  prac¬ 
tice  of  a  single  carrier  no  other  carrier  need 
be  made  a  party  to  the  proceeding,  but  if  it 
relates  to  matters  in  which  two  or  more  car¬ 
riers  engaged  in  transportation  by  continuous 
carriage  or  shipment  are  interested,  the  sev¬ 
eral  carriers  may  be  made  joint  defendants  in 
a  single  petition.  In  many  cases,  however, 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  go  so  far  as  to  file 
a  formal  petition,  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact 
that  during  the  period  since  the  commission 
was  first  organized  more  than  one-half  the 
complaints  received  have  been  settled  satis¬ 
factorily  to  the  complainant  as  the  result  of 
correspondence  and  without  the  formality  of 
a  hearing. 

Informal  Complaints. 

The  first  step  to  be  taken  by  anyone  having 
a  complaint  of  any  kind  to  make  to  the  corn- 
mission  is  to  address  a  letter  to  Hon.  Martin 
A.  Knapp,  chairman,  stating  as  briefly  as  pos¬ 
sible  the  specific  grounds  of  the  complaint, 
whether  the  freight  rate  or  the  classification 
is  the  basis  of  the  grievance  and  showing  by 
comparison  with  other  rates  the  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  the  individual  or  localty.  As  soon 
as  this  statement  is  received  by  the  commis¬ 
sion  it  will  be  referred  to  the  auditor,  who 
keeps  a  complete  set  of  the  freight  tariff 
schedules  of  all  the  comrnon  carriers  through¬ 
out  the  country,  and  he  will  check  up  the  rates 
quoted  in  the  complaint  and  make  a  report  to 
the  commission  regarding  the  justness  of  the 
charges  against  the  carrier  in  question.  A 
summary  of  the  complaint,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  auditor’s  report,  will  then  be 
served  by  the  commission  upon  the  defendant 
carrier,  and  a  copy  of  the  auditor’s  report  will 
also  be  forwarded  to  the  complainant. 

In  a  majority  of.  cases  the  carriers,  ^upon 
receipt  of  the  complaint  and  the  auditor’s  re¬ 
port,  promptly  suggest  to  the  commission  an 
adjustment  of  the  rate  or  classification  com¬ 
plained  of,  and  if  this  adjustment  is  approved 
by  the  commission  the  complainant  is  usually 
advised  to  accept  it  and  the  case  is  thus  closed. 
It  will  be  noted  that  in  all  such  cases  the  ex¬ 
pense  to  the  complainant  is  limited  to  the  time 
and  labor  of  writing  a  letter  or  two.  There 
is  no  fee  for  filing  the  complaint  with  the  com¬ 
mission. 

Form  of  Petition. 

In  the  event,  however,  that  the  answer  of 
the  carrier  to  the  informal  _  complaint  is  not 
satisfactory  to  the  commission  the  complain¬ 
ant  is  notified  to  that  effect,  and  if  the  com¬ 
mission  regards  the  grievance  as  well  founded 
the  shipper  is  requested  to  file  a  formal  peti¬ 
tion.  'j'his  petition  need  not  be  drawn  by  a 
lawyer,  but  may  be  prepared  by  the  shipper 
in  accordance  with  the  following  form: 

A.  B.  ) 

against  t 

The - -  Railroad  Comnany.  ) 

The  petition  of  the  above  named  complain¬ 
ant  respectfully  shows: 

I.  That  (here  let  complainant  state  his  occu¬ 
pation  and  place  of  business). 


II.  That  the  defendant  above  named  is  a 
common  carrier  engaged  in  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  passengers  and  property  by  railroad 

between  points  in  the  state  of  -  -  and 

points  in  the  state  of  —  •,  and  as  such 

common  carrier  is  subject  to  the  provision 
of  the  act  of  regulate  commerce,  approved 
February  4,  1887,  and  acts  amendatory  thereof 
or  supplementary  thereto. 

III.  That  (here  state  concisely  the  matters 
intended  to  be  complained  of.  Continue  num¬ 
bering  each  succeeding  paragraph  as  in  Nos. 

I,  II,  and  III). 

Wherefore  the  petitioner  prays  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  may  be  required  to  answer  the  charges 
herein,  and  that  after  due  hearing  and  inves¬ 
tigation  an  order  be  made  commanding  the 
defendant  to  cease  and  desist  from  said  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  act  to  regulate  commerce,  and  for 
such  other  and  further  order  as  the  commis¬ 
sion  may  deem  necessary  in  the  premises., 
(The  prayer  may  be  varied  so  as  to  ask 
also  for  the  ascertainment  of  lawful  rates  or 
practices  and  an  order  requiring  the  carrier  to 
conform  thereto.  If  reparation  for  any  wrong 
or  injury  be  desired,  the  petitioner  should  state 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  reparation  he 
deems  proper.) 

Dated  at - ,  - ,  190 — . 

A.  B. 

(Complainant’s  signature.) 

In  case  the  complainant  is  in  doubt  as  to  his 
ability  to  draft  a  petition  in  proper  form  he  is 
at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  commission,  stating 
any  pertinent  facts  not  included  in  his  orig¬ 
inal  complaint,  whereupon  the  secretary  of 
the  commission  will  draw  the  petition  and 
forward  it  for  the  complainant’s  signature. 

A  copy  of  the  petition  is  then  served  upon  the 
defendant  carrier,  who  is  granted  twenty  days 
in  which  to  file  a  formal  answer.  Upon  receipt 
of  the  carrier’s  response  the.  issue  is  joined 
and  the  commission  will  proceed  to  assign  a 
time  and  place  for  hearing  the  case.  Oral 
hearings  usually  take  place  at  the  commission 
offices  in  Washington,  but  the  testirnony  of 
any  witness  may  be  taken  by  deposition  at 
the  place  of  his  residence,  before  any  court 
•official  or  notary  authorized  to  administer  an 
oath.-  Reasonable  notice  must  be  given  in 
writing  by  the  party,  or  his  attorney,  propos¬ 
ing  to  take  such  deposition  to  the  opposite 
party,  or  his  attorney  of  record,  stating  the 
name  of  the  witness  and  the  time  and  place 
of  the  taking  of  the  deposition.  The  object 
of  this  notice  is  to  permit  the  opposite  party, 
either  in  person  or  by  his  attorney,  to  be 
present  at  the  taking  of  the  deposition  for  the 
purpose  of  cross-examining  the  witness.  The 
complainant  is  thus  enabled  to  file  his  formal 
petition  with  the  commission  and  to  submit 
his  evidence  in  support  thereof  without 
ing  his  place  of  residence;  but  of  course  he 
may  find  it  desirable,  either  personally  or  by 
attorney,  to  be  present  at  the  taking  of  the 
depositions  of  the  defendant  carrier,  which 
may  be  taken  at  the  latter’s  general  offices  m 
another  city. 

After  all  the  testimony  in  the  case  has  been 
taken,  either  orally  or  by  deposition,  both  Par¬ 
ties  may  file  briefs  if  they ‘desire  or  if  called 
upon  to  do  so  by  the  commission.  When 
this  has  been  done  the  case  is  taken  up  by  the 
commission  and  considered  until  decided. 

Facts  to  Be  Proved. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  under  the 
rules  of  the  commission  the  complainant  must 
in  all  cases  establish  the  facts  alleged  to  con¬ 
stitute  a  violation  of  the  law,  unless  the  car¬ 
rier  complained  against  admits  the  same  or 
fails  to  answer  the  petition.  The  carrier  must 
also  prove  the  facts  alleged  in  the  answer  un¬ 
less  admitted  by  the  petitioner,  and  must  fully 
disclose  its  defense  at  the  hearing.  Evidence 
in  rebuttal,  either  oral  or  by  deposition,  may 
be  submitted  by  either  party  under  the  sarne 
conditions  governing  evidence  in  chief.  In 
case  of  failure  to  answer  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  carrier  the  commission  will  take 
such  proof  of  the  facts  as  may  be  deerned 
proper  and  reasonable,  and  make  such  order 


thereon  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case  re- 
quire. 

While  the  Interstate  Commerce  commission 
sits  as  a  court  to  try  cases  presented  to  it  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  of  practice  above  set 
forth,  it  maintains  an  office  staff  whose  duties 
reiiuire  them  to  assist  all  complainants  in 
properly  presenting  their  cases.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  the  commission  assigns  its  own  spe¬ 
cial  agents  to  investigate  the  allegations  of 
complainants,  and  it  will  thus  be  seen  that 
while  every  effort  is  made  to  deal  out  equal 
justice  to  all  parties  the  humblest  retail  mer¬ 
chant  in  the  country  is  accorded  the  same  de¬ 
gree  of  consideration  by  this  important  tribun¬ 
al  as  is  granted  the  greatest  railroad  corpora¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Collins  Goes  to  Balti¬ 
more. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Collins  has  just  been  announced 
as  manager  of  the  Baltimore  office  of  the  Con¬ 
solidation,  of  The  Fairmont  aiifl  Somerset  Coal 
Companies.  Mr.  Collins  cornes  from  the  New 
York  offices  of  the  companies,  where  he  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  the  trade.  He 
has  taken  hold  of  his  new  duties  in  his  accus- 


Mr.  E.  P.  Collins. 


tomed  vigorous  fashion  and  has  already  made 
many  friends. 

The  position  to  be  filled  by  Mr.  Collins  was 
left  open  by  the  promotion  of  Mr.  C.  von  H. 
Kalkmann  to  become  assistant  general  man¬ 
ager  of  sales  of  the  three  big  companies.  Mr. 
von  Kalkmann  has  but  recently  returned  to  his 
duties  after  a  severe  illness,  and  his  promotion 
as  assistant  to  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilshire,  the  general 
manager  of  sales,  is  in  the  nature  of  a  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  services  at  the  head  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  office. 

• 

A  New  York  contemporary  in  an  item  states 
that  it  doesn’t  think  much  of  letters  of  corn- 
mendation  and  pays  no  attention  to  them.  This 
is  plainly  a  case  of  “sour  grapes.”  All  of  us  have 
noticed  the  little  fat  boy  who  vows  he  never  did 
care  for  nice  things  in  the  shop-keeper’s  window 
simply  because  he  knew  there  was  no  possibility 
of  his  ever  possessing  them.  A  local  clipping 
bureau  sheet  echos  the  sentiments  of  the  eastern 
paper  and  for  the  same  reason.  The  Sage  of 
Springfield  would  probably  have  to  employ  a 
corps  of  detectives  to  find  a  dealer  who  would  be 
willing  to  write  a  letter  of  commendation  for  the 
paper  referred  to.  Our  misguided  friend  in  New 
York  should  be  the  last  one  to  criticise  any 
paper  until  it  removes  the  canard  which  appears 
at  the  head  of  his  editorial  page  every  week. 
This  prevarication  says  that  our  sour  grapes 
friend  in  the  east  edits  “the  only  newspaper  in 
the  United  States  entirely  devoted  to  the  interests 
of  the  coal  trade.”  Weber  and  Fields  should  add 
this  to  their  repertory  of  jokes.  The  coal  trade 
at  least  would  enjoy  a  laugh. 
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Screenirvgs  froiTw  the  Coal  World. 


Fifty-Two  Million  Cubic  Feet 
of  Timber  for  the  Anthra¬ 
cite  Mines. 

Comparatively  few  persons  consider  the  im¬ 
mense  amounts  of  timber  which  are  used  under- 
jjround  in  the  large  mining  industries.  The 
United  States  geological  survey  has  co-oper¬ 
ated  to  secure  statistics  in  regard  to  the  total 
amount  used  in  the  year  1905. 

The  figures  for  the  anthracite  coal  industry  of 
Pennsylvania,  just  issued,  show  tliat  reports 
were  received  from  two  hundred  and  sixteen  col¬ 
lieries,  producing  approximately  eighty-three  per 
cent  of  the  total  anthracite  tonnage  of  the  United 
States,  and  estimates  were  computed  for  the  re¬ 
maining  seventeen  per  cent,  using  as  a  basis  the 
reports  received. 

So  far  as  reported  the  kinds  of  wood  have 
been  tabulated  separately,  but  in  many  cases  the 
operators  were  unable  to  furnish  information  in 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  each  species  used,  and 
it  has  therefore  been  necessary  to  classify  a  large 
amount  as  “mixed”  or  “miscellaneous.” 

Of  the  species  used  for  round  timber,  yellow 
pine,  of  which  a  large  amount  is  loblolly  pine 
from  the  south,  ranks  first.  Oak  ranks  next,  but 
furnishes  a  much  smaller  proportion  according 
to  the  reports.  The  oak  would  unquestionably 
be  increased  if  the  large  items  reported  as  “mixed 
hardwoods"  and  “miscellaneous”  could  be  sep¬ 
arated  into  species,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
oak  would  then  displace  yellow  pine  in  rank. 

ROUND  TIMBER. 


Kind.  Cubic  Feet. 

Yellow  Pine  . 9,250,000 

Oak  . ...', .  6,220,000 

Hemlock  . i...'. .  1,180,000 

Pitch  Pine  .  690,000 

Chestnut  .  444,000 

Beech  .  236,000 

.Tack  Pine  .  165,000 

Spruce  .  115,000 

Mixed  Hardwood.s  . 10,263,000 

Mixed  Softwoods  .  477,000 

Miscellaneous  . 23,500,000 


Total  . 52,440,000 


For  sawed  timber,  hemlock  holds  first  place  in 
quantity,  while  yellow  pine  ranks  next.  The 
amount  of  oak  reported  is  doubtless  too  small, 
but  an  explanation  is  found  in  the  classification 
for  “mixed  hardwoods”  and  “miscellaneous,” 
which  contains  37,000,000  feet  board  measure,  of 
which  probably  a  large  amount  is  oak. 

SAWED  TIMBER. 


Kind.  Board  Feet. 

Hemlock  .  63,600,000 

Yellow  Pine  .  14,200,000 

Oak  .  2,860,000 

Maple  .  1,740,000 

Spruce  .  371,000 

White  Pine  .  828,000 

Pitch  Pine  .  84,000 

Mixed  Hardwoods  .  28,642,000 

Mixed  Softwoods  .  1,370,000 

Miscellaneous  .  8,370,000 


Total  . 121,656,000 


The  results  of  the  tabulations  show  that  121,- 
565,000  feet  board  measure  of  sawed  timber 
("equivalent  to  10,300,000  aibic  feet)  and  52,440,- 
000  cubic  feet  of  round  timber  were  used  during 
1905. 

The  total  value  of  the  sawed  timber  was 
$1,842,000,  or  fifteen  dollars  per  thousand  feet 
board  measure.  The  total  value  of  the  round  tim¬ 
ber  was  nearly  double  that  of  the  sawed  timber, 
being  $3,468,000,  or  $6.60  per  hundred  solid  cubic 
feet — the  approximate  equivalent  of  the  average 
standard  cord  of  the  round  and  sawed  timber 
combined  was  $5,310,000,  or  about  eight  and  one- 
half  cents  per  long  ton  of  coal  mined,  using  as  a 
basis  for  the  calculation  the  production  in  1905 — 
in  round  numbers  61,000,000  long  tons. 


Another  Big  Coal  Vein. 

Simultaneously  with  the  discovery  of  a  bed  of 
coal  at  Draper  colliery  of  almost  fabulous  value 
there  has  been  discovered  a  vein  of  coal  on  Shark 
mountain,  near  Port  Carbon,  said  to  be  worth 
many  thousands  of  dollars.  Anticipating  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  valuable  coal  a  new  breaker  has  been 
.built  and  a  branch  of  the  Reading  railroad  al¬ 
ready  has  been  constructed  into  the  Slattery  lands. 


Output  New  River  District. 


The  following  table  shows  the  output  of  coal 
in  the  New  River  district  for  the  twelve  months, 
August,  1905,  to  August,  1906. 

The  total  output  of  coal  from  the  seventy-one 
operations  embraced  in  this  field  was  5,518,322 
tons  for  the  year.  The  coke  shipments  for  the 
same  period  amounted  to  10,908. 

The  twelve  operations  now  controlled  by  the 
S.  Dixon  interests  furnished  nearly  one-third  the 
entire  output  of  coal  in  the  district,  the  shipments 
from  these  mines  amounting  to  1,793,630  tons. 

The  half  dozen  mines  of  the  Smokeless  Coal 
Co.,  now  controlled  by  the  Wittenberg  interests, 
furnished  606,595  tons. 

The  output  of  the  McKell  mines  amounted  to 
506,405  tons.  The  three  Minden  mines  of  the 
Berwind  interests  produced  383,365  tons. 

Following  is  the  tonnage  for  the  year  of  the 
different  operations  embraced  in  the  New  River 
district : 


Kind. 

Hemlock  Hollow  . 

Greenwood  . 

Ouinnimont  . 

Glendale  . 

Laurel  . 

Cranberry,  5  months . 

Beckley  . 

Mabscott  . 

Home,  5  months . 

Raleigh  . 

Blue  Jav,  7  months . 

Piney.  Nos.  1,  2,  3 . 

Lanark  . 

Stonewall  . 

Wright  Nos.  1,  2 . 

Terry  . 

Royal  . 

Ridgeview  . 

Ephraim  Creek  . 

Alaska  . 

Beechwood,  Nos.  1,  2 . 

Stone  Cliff  . . 

Graham  . . . 

Oswald  . 

Sidney,  11  months  . 

Kilsyth  . 

Price  Hill,  5  months  . . 

Sugar  Creek  . 

Macdonald  . 

Turkey  Knoh  . 

Dun  Loup  Nos.  1,  2 . 

Derryhale  . 

Sun  Nos.  1,  2 . 

Collins  . 

Laura  . 

Star  . 

Harvey  . 

Prudence  . 

Dunglen  . 

Newlyn.  9  months  . 

White  Oak  Fuel  Co . 

Rig  Bend  . 

Echo  . 

Central,  7  months . 

Fire  Creek  . 

Kohinoor  . 

Victoria,  11  months  . 

Keeney  Creek  . 

Nuttall  . 

Blume  . 

Rothwell  . 

Smokeless  . 

Rallenger  Nos.  1,  2 . 

Boone  . 

Fayette  . 

Manufacturers  &  Consumers  .. 

Michigan  . 

Elmo  . 

Svfnnysidc.  10  months . 

New  C astle  . 

-Ansted  . 

Minden.  Nos.  1,  2,  4.  5 . 

Thurmond,  Nos.  1,  2 . 

Rush  Run  . 

Red  Ash  . 

Brooklyn,  11  months . 

Cunard,  11  months  . 

Chapman,  11  months . 

Brown  . 

Kavmoor,  Nos.  1,  2.  11  months 
Cataract,  11  months  . 


Tons. 

71,270 

100,720 

64,710 

28.170 
29,010 
13,580 

114,670 

77.180 
2,140 

181,165 

5,860 

142.750 

66,510 

29,280 

84,035 

43,785 

40,150 

18,830 

133,390 

45.950 
95,200 
17,020 
59.720 
58.210 
37,380 

221,070 

13,925 

110,105 

85.810 
61,525 

151,625 

95.855 

269,475 

242.635 

34.170 
124.995 

93,895 

114,845 

27,400 

15.500 
594,19,3 

12,495 

39.654 
2,590 

10.500 
21,135 
36,460 
33,730 
35,828 

65.180 
33,730 
55,275 
69,225 
28.935 
29.620 
31,760 
25,735 

18.950 
8,455 

15  575 
170,540 
■383,365 
102,375 
86,435 
111,045 
25.365 
27.765 

57.655 
62,080 

96.810 
12,075 


Coal  $45.98,  Freight  $79.42. 

Members  of  the  city  council  at  Hobfirt,  Okla,. 
arc  complaining  that  the  railroads  in  that  part  of 
Oklahoma  charge  excessive  freieht  rates  on 
shipments  of  coal.  The  matter  will  probably  be 
hroueht  to  the  attention  of  Attorney  General 
Cromwell  in  his  investigation  of  the  railroads  of 
Oklahoma.  Tt  is  claimed  that  the  city  fathers 
recently  ordered  a  car  load  of  coal  from  the 
mines  at  South  Mc.^lester.  The  value  of  the  car 
load  was  $4,5.98  and  the  freight  charges  amounted 
to  $79.42  or  nearly  double  the  value  of  the  coal. 


Burns  1,200  Tons  of  Coa-l 


Daily. 


In  the  case  of  the  great  Cunard  line  turbine 
ship  Lusitania,  which  was  launched  at  the  Clyde¬ 
bank  yard  of  Messrs.  John  Brown  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
on  June  7,  an  advance  has  been  made  in  size  and 
power — especially  in  power — which  will  probably 
keep  her  at  the  head  of  the  procession  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  to  come,  excepting  simply  her  sister 
ship,  the  Mauritania,  in  progress  in  the  yard  of 
Messrs.  Swan,  Hunter  &  Wigham  Richardson, 
Ltd.,  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  Both  ships  will  be 
practically  alike.  In  bare  figures  the  Lusitania 
presents  herself  thus : 


Length  . 

Breadth  . 

Depth  (molded)  .... 

Gross  tonnage  . 

Displacement  tonnage 

I-oad  draft  . 

Height  of  funnels  . . 
Diameter  of  funnels 
Height  of  masts  .... 
Horsepower  . 


. 790  feet 

. 88  feet 

. 60  feet 

. 32,500  tons 

. 45,000  tons 

37  feet  6  inches 

. 155  feet 

. 24  feet 

. 216  feet 

. 65,000 


The  largest  horsepower  afloat  up  to  the  present 
does  not  much  exceed  half  that  of  the  Lusitania, 
which  latter,  at  a  minimum,  will  be  sixty-five 
thousand.  Since  the  ship  has  four  separate  pro¬ 
pellers,  each  of  these  will  have  to  absorb,  say, 
sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  horsepower.  The 
steam  consumption  of  the  Lusitania  turbines  may 
probably  be  taken  fairly  at  fifteen  pounds  per 
horsepower  per  hour.  This  gives  for  sixty-five 
thousand  horsepower  no  less  than  four  hundred 
and  thirty-five  tons  of  steam  an  hour,  and  prob¬ 
ably  not  much  less  than  fifty  tons  of  coal  in  the 
same  period,  or,  say,  twelve  hundred  tons  a  day 
of  twentv-four  hours.  It  is  not  remarkable  that 
the  engine  and  boiler  room  crews  number  four 
hundred  men. 


Continuous  Weighing  Ma¬ 
chine. 

The  Aldrich  Mining  Co.  in  Alabama  has  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  continuous  weighing  and  dumping  that 
has  proved  very  efficient.  As  now  operated,  the 
train  of  loaded  cars  is  hauled  to  the  dump,  and 
stops  for  a  moment  with  the  motor  on  the  tipple 
(the  trolley  wire  running  through  it)  and  the 
first  car  on  the  weighing  scale.  As  each  car  is 
weighed,  the  motor  moves  forward,  bringing  the 
car  on  the  tipple  where  it  is  automatically  caught 
and  dumped.  At  the  same  time  the  next  succeed¬ 
ing  car  is  being  weighed.  One  man,  by  means  of 
a  lever,  can  dump  the  cars  and  attend  to  the 
weighing  while  the  train  of  cars  in  is  in  slow 
motion,  without  stopping  them  at  all.  After  the 
rotation  of  the  tipple  has  been  started,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  its  movement  is  automatic;  it  re¬ 
volves  completely,  returning  to  |ts  original  posi¬ 
tion.  At  no  time  during  the  dumping  of  the 
entire  trip  are  any  of  the  cars  disconnected,  this 
being  made  possible  by  fastening  the  links  which 
form  the  coupling  to  an  eyebolt  acting  as  a  swK'cl. 
This  tipple  will  dump  seven  cars  per  minute. 

The  Rope  Formula. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  think  that  a  hoisting  rope 
will  always  conform  to  rope  formulas.  Many  well 
made  ropes  have  failed  after  two  or  three  weeks’ 
serHce,  even  though  they  were  not  worked  at 
more  than  one-tenth  their  safety  factor.  Some 
ropes  have  broken  at  their  largest  section,  and 
their  theoretically  strongest  part.  One  one  and 
one-half  inch  rope  broke  from  its  own  weight 
without  the  cage.  These  instances  have  led  to  an 
abandonment  of  the  “area  of  full  section”  theory, 
as  well  as  lessened  the  belief  in  the  “added  area 
of  each  wire”  theory  of  rope  strength.  A  rope 
should  not  be  considered  as  a  solid  bolt,  nor  as 
a  number  of  rods  in  a  spiral  bundle;  nor  is  it 
correct  to  believe  that  the  decreased  strength  of 
the  rope  is  due  to  surface  wear  only.  Prac¬ 
tice  shows  that  the  greatest  factor  of  weakness 
is  due  to  the  brittleness  of  the  wires  owing  to 
reversal  of  stresses.  If  broken  wires  are  exam¬ 
ined,  it  will  be  noticed  that  most  of  them  are 
nearly  full  section,  while  if  the  break  were  due 
to  tensile  action,  the  wire  would  be  pulled  to  a 
fine  point. 
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General  Coal  Trade  Notes 


Ohio  Notes. 

The  equipment  of  the  Charleston,  S. 

,  navy  yards  with  a  new  coal-handling 
)’paratus  has  been  awarded  to  the  Jef- 
ey  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  this  city,  the 
mtract  amounting  to  $19,243.96. 

W.  S.  Longsdorf,  a  member  of  the  lo- 
1  office  force  of  the  Northern  Fuel 
a.,  has  just  received  notice  of  his  ap- 
)intment  as  deputy  U.  S.  consul  at 
okohama,  Japan.  Mr.  Longsdorf  is 
/enty-three  years  of  age,  a  graduate 
:  the  University  of  Kentucky.  He  will 
ave  for  the  scene  of  his  new  duties 
ithin  a  few  weeks. 

A  report  filed  by  the  New  Pittsburgh 
oal  Co.  for  the  third  quarter  of  1906 
low  a  substantial  increase  in  earnings, 
fp  until  October  first  the  company  has 
lined  during  the  year  1,923,458  tons,  as 
gainst  897,815  tons  for  the  same  period 
1  1905.  The  gross  earnings  for  the 
ine  months  were  $3,714,408,  an  increase 
f  $1,394,100.  The  net  earnings  were 
1,406,607,  as  against  $705,297  for  the 
rst  nine  months  of  1905. 

The  eastern  Ohio  properties  of  the 
ohnson  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  known  as 
le  Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  are  re- 
orted  to  have  been  sold  to  the  Youg- 
iogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  of  Cleve- 
md.  The  new  holdings  consist  of 
bout  14,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Bel- 
lont  county,  on  which  are  located  three 
ne  mines.  This  is  the  largest  coal 
eal  in  Ohio  since  the  consolidation  of 
he  Morgan  interests  into  the  Sunday 
>eek  Co. 

The  McLeish  Coal  Mining  Co.  prop- 
rty,  which  was  offered  for  sale  at  the 
loor  of  the  court  house  in  Columbus 
ecently,  attracted  only  one  offer, 
hat  of  C.  E.  Newton,  of  Dennison, 
)hio,  whose  bid  was  $17,500.  The  prop- 
rty  represents  an  investment  of  eighty 
housand  dollars,  and  was  appraised  at 
ixty-three  thousand  dollars.  There  is 
.  probability  that  it  may  be  readvertised, 
n  the  hope  of  realizing  a  larger  return 
or  the  creditors.  The  troubles  of  the 
dcLeish  Co.  were  precipitated  some- 
hing  like  a  year  ago  by  the  failure  of 
he  East 'End  Bank,  which  held  a  con- 
liderable  quantity  of  its  paper. 

Columbus,  through  the  co-operation 
)f  the  local  board  of  trade  and  the  coal 
nen  of  this  territory,  will  make  an  ef¬ 
fort  to  secure  the  location  at  this  point 
of  the  government  coal  testing  plant. 
The  latter  has  been  operated  at  Forest 
Park,  St.  Louis,  since  the  opening  of  the 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  but  un¬ 
der  the  rules  providing  for  the  vacating 
of  all  temporary  buildings  by  January 
1,  1907,  by  exhibitors,  the  plant  must  be 
moved  elsewhere.  As  a  central  loca¬ 
tion,  with  respect  to  the  coal  industry, 
and  lying  so  near  the  great  bituminous 
fields  of  the  Flocking  Valley,  it  is  felt 
that  Columbus  has  peculiar  claims  for 
consideration  in  the  matter.  Pittsburgh, 
Chicago  and  Johnstown,  Pa.,  are  among 
other  points  which  will  enter  into  con¬ 
test  for  securing  the  plant.  It  employs 
about  forty  people,  and  is  under  control 
of  the  national  geological  survey.  The 
appropriation  for  its  maintenance  dur¬ 
ing  the  present  year  was  $200,000. 

The  fall  and  winter  coal  traffic  of  the 
Hocking  Valley  railway  system  will  have 
the  advantage  of  increased  motive  power 
by  the  arrival  this  week  of  ten  ne\v  loco¬ 
motives.  They  will  go  into  service  on 
the  Hocking  Valley,  the  T.  &  O.  C.. 
and  the  K.  &.  M.,  and  are  the  last  in¬ 
stallment  of  twenty-five  locomotives 
which  have  recently  been  built  for  the 
system. 


General  Notes, 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  court 
house  and  jail  at  Girard,  Iowa,  with 
the  winter’s  supply  of  coal,  has  been 
awarded  to  the  Weir  Junction  Coal  Co., 
of  Cherokee.  The  contract  calls  for  160 
tons  of  lump  coal  at  $2.55  per  ton. 

A  shortage  of  cars  on  most  of  the 
western  railroads  is  causing  a  rather  se¬ 
rious  coal  famine  at  Washtucna,  Wash. 
Coal  dealers  of  that  city,  who  had  placed 
their  orders  in  June  and  July,  report 
that  as  yet  the  coal  has  not  arrived. 

Evidence  has  been  taken  at  Eliza¬ 
beth,  N.  J.,  which  indicates  that  certain 
coal  companies  of  that  city  have  been 
guilty  of  defrauding  the  city  by  charg¬ 
ing  and  collecting  for  coal  in  excess  of 
the  amount  actually  furnished. 

The  Port  Chester  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Port  Chester,  N.  Y.,  to 
deal  in  coal,  wood,  brick,  stone,  etc.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $3,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  D.  Fuhr  Jr., 

J.  H.  Schmoling  and  G.  C.  Schmoling. 

It  is  estimated  that  an  increase  of 
200,000  tons  over  last  year’s  figures  will 
be  necessary  to  supply  the  Canadian 
northwest  with  fuel  before  the  close  of 
navigation.  About  55,000  tons  of  anthra¬ 
cite  will  be  required  in  addition  to  the 
bituminous  coal  for  general  steam  pur¬ 
poses. 

Ford  R.  Cate,  secretary  of  the  Whole¬ 
sale  &  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
of  Ohio,  has  called  the  attention  of  the 
state  railway  commission  to  the  matter 
of  shortages  in  car  load_  lots  of  coal 
when  received  by  the  retail  dealer.  As 
the  railroads  issue  no  regular  bills  of 
lading,  the  men  who  receive  the  coal  at 
final  destination  have  no  redress. 

The  Union  Fuel  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  coal  from  Alberta  and  British 
Columbia  territory  to  Spokane.  The 
coal  is  to  be  shipped  over  the  Spokane 
International  railroad.  D.  C.  Corbin, 
builder  of  this  railroad,  is  also  one  of 
the  heaviest  stockholders  in  the  new 
company. 

According  to  a  report  from  Pipestone, 
Minn.,  an  important  reduction  in  freight 
rates  on  coal  from  Duluth  to  that  city  is 
about  to  be  made  by  the  Great  Northern 
railway.  The  Northern  Pacific  has  also 
made  a  reduction  of  from  five  to  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  on  anthracite  and  from  ten 
to  forty-five  cents  a  ton  on  bituminous 
coal,  to  various  points  in  Minnesota  and 
North  Dakota. 

An  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton 
is  to  be  made  on  all  anthracite  coal  by 
retail  dealers  at  Elkhart,  Ind.  The  in¬ 
crease  is  not  made  on  account  of  an  in¬ 
crease  at  the  mines,  but  in  order  to  raise 
the  wages  of  the  men  handling  the  coal. 
Dealers  have  found  it  impossible  to  se¬ 
cure  enough  men  to  handle  their  product 
during  the  winter  months  at  the  low 
wages  formerly  paid. 

It  is  feared  by  retailers  of  North  Da¬ 
kota  that  a  severe  coal  famine  will  be 
experienced  this  fall  and  winter.  Al¬ 
ready  there  is  an  increased  demand  for 
coal  and  the  scarcity  of  miners  is  re¬ 
ported  from  the  mining  regions  of  the 
state.  The  miners  finding  the  wages  for 
harvesting  and  threshing  much  higher 
than  those  paid  for  work  in  the  mines, 
refuse  to  return  to  their  regular  occupa¬ 
tion  until  late  in  the  fall. 

The  Pioneer  Coal  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Helena,  Mont.,  for  the  purpose  of 


conducting  a  general  coal  and  wood 
business.  James  Derham,  who  has  been 
connected  with  the  coal  business  of  that 
city  for  a  number  of  years,  is  to  be 
manager  of  the  new  concern.  The  of¬ 
fices  of  the  company  will  be  at  110  East 
Sixth  avenue,  the  location  formerly  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Union  Coal  Co.  Gebo 
coal  will  be  the  principal  product  car¬ 
ried,  but  other  lines  will  be  added  from 
time  to  time. 

The  Bituminous  Coal  Co.  of  America, 
composed  of  Pennsylvania  operators,  has 
leased  of  H.  W.  Hunter  and  David  Levi 
the  Pittsburg  vein  of  bituminous  coal 
underlying  1,172.45  acres  of  land  along 
the  headwaters  of  Parr’s  run,  north¬ 
east  of  Moundsville,  Marshall  coun¬ 
ty,  W.  Va.  The  coal,  which  has 
been  held  by  Messrs.  Hunter  and 
Levi  for  several  years,  underlies  the 
farms  of  the  Marshall  county  infirmary, 
W.  C.  Riggs,  David  Levi,  H.  Coffield,  S. 
E.  Jones,  John  Otto,  George  C.  Griffith 
and  Newton  Crow. 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  of  Tacoma, 
which  has  opened  and  developed  exten¬ 
sive  coal  properties  at  Littell,  four  miles 
west  of  Chehalis,  Wash.,  has  been  made 
defendant  in  a  suit  for  $15,000  begun 
yesterday  by  the  Chehalis  Lumber  Co. 
The  suit  is  for  breach  of  contract.  The 
two  companies  were  to  build  jointly  a 
railroad  into  the  timber  of  the  lumber 
company  and  to  the  coal  mines,  and  the 
latter  company  was  to  furnish  one  hun¬ 
dred  tons  of  coal  a  day  to  be  hauled 
out  for  a  period  of  twenty  years.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  is  alleged  that  but 
five  hundred  tons  in  all  has  been  hauled. 
■The  petition  asks  for  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver.  Among  the  defendants 
in  the  action  is  Miss  Alice  E.  Roose¬ 
velt,  of  Baldwinsville,  N.  Y. 


Pittsburg  Notes, 

As  is  generally  known  southern  cities 
are  suffering  for  coal  and  shippers  from 
the  Pittsburg  section  have  been  ready 
for  a  long  time  to  send  out  sufficient 
supply  to  relieve  the  heavy  demand  in 
the  south,  but  as  is  well  known  ship¬ 
ments  by  river  cannot  go  forward  until 
there  is  sufficient  boating  stage  to  carry 
the  heavy  barges  which  hold  the  coal. 

Rockwell  Marietta  and  Clair  Still- 
wagon  have  just  closed  a  three-hun- 
dred-thousand-dollar  deal  for  coal 
and  surface  land  along  the  Ligonier 
Valley  Railroad,  three  miles  from 
Ligonier,  Pa.  One  tract  is  underlaid 
by  fifty  acres  of  Connellsville  coal, 
and  on  this  a  fifty-oven  plant  will  be 
built  at  once.  The  other  tract  con¬ 
sists  of  205  acres,  all  underlaid  with 
coal,  and  on  it  large  coke  plants  will 
be  erected  later.  Rockwell  Marietta 
is  president,  and  Clair  Stillwagon 
is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  new 
company. 

Commissioners  appointed  to  inves¬ 
tigate  the  condition  of  the  Harwich 
mine,  of  the  Allegheny  Coal  Com¬ 
pany,  and  report  if  open  lights  and 
electric  hauling  apparatus  may  be 
used,  made  their  return  in  quarter 
sessions  court.  The  report  was  favor¬ 
able  to  the  mine  operators,  the  com¬ 
missioners  stating  that  they  did  not 
find  any  gas  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  forbid  the  use  of  open  lights.  The 
action  was  taken  on  the  appeal  of  the 
mine  inspectors  refusing  to  grant 
their  request  for  permission  to  in¬ 
stall  the  modern  apparatus. 


A  new  safety  powder,  now  being  tried 
in  blasting  coal  in  the  anthracite  region, 
is  considered  to  be  an  invention  which 
will  lighten  the  labors  oi  the  miner  and 
at  the  same  time  lessen  the  expense  of 
mining.  Judging  from  the  tests,  the 
new  explosive  will  cause  a  change  in  the 
mining  of  coal,  and  the  owners  feel  con¬ 
fident  that  their  goods  will  be  given 
precedence  after  the  first  trial,  and  in 
consideration  of  that  fact  are  requesting 
the  operators  to  make  no  contracts  for 
explosives  until  they  allow  the  Safety 
Powder  Co.  an  opportunity  to  display 
their  goods.  The  company  claims  that 
it  is  better  and  cheaper  than  black  pow¬ 
der  and  it  surpasses  the  twenty-five  and 
forty  per  cent  dynamite.  This  powder 
was  last  tested  in  the  mines  of  Pardee 
&  Co.,  near  Scranton,  Pa.  The  tests 
were  made  in  the  Garnet  vein,  one  of  the 
hardest  in  the  mine,  where  no  black 
powder  can  be  used  at  all.  Twenty-five 
pounds  of  the  safety  was  used  against  a 
similar  amount  of  dynamite,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  former  blew  one-third 
more  coal  than  tlie  other  explosive  and 
blew  it  cleaner,  as  the  coal  loosened  in 
chunks.  Besides  there  was  very  little 
dirt,  which  offers  another  decided  ad¬ 
vantage. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  entered 
suit  at  Pittsburg  against  the  Pittsburg 
&  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Co.  to  recover 
$25,000  damages  resulting  from  an  ex¬ 
plosion  and  fire  at  Port  Royal  mine  No. 
2  in  September,  1905,  which,  it  is  al¬ 
leged,  was  caused  by  employes  of  the 
defendant  company,  who  were  trespass¬ 
ing  on  the  mine  property.  The  mine  is 
situated  at  Rostraver,  Westmoreland 
county,  and  had  been  idle  for  some 
time  before  the  explosion  occurred.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  allegations  of  the  plaintiff 
company  C.  F.  Montgomery,  T.  B.  Ham¬ 
ilton,  E.  L.  Rankin  and  Frank  Coulter, 
employes  of  the  railroad  company,  at  the 
instance  of  the  latter,  went  to  the  mine 
September  fifteenth,  1905,  and  although  a 
notice  has  been  posted  stating  that  the 
mine  was  dangerous  on  account  of  an 
accumulation  of  gas,  started  to  make  an 
inspection.  One  of  the  men  it  is 
claimed,  in  some  manner  ignited  the  gas, 
causing  an  explosion  which  set  the  mine 
on  fire  and  completely  destroyed  the  tip¬ 
ple  and  other  buildings  at  the  head  of 
the  shaft.  The  property  was  insured 
by  the  Virginia  Mutual  Fire  Insurance 
Co.,  which  assigned  their  claim  for  dam¬ 
ages  against  the  railroad  company  to  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 


Southern  Notes. 

Fifty  cars  of  coal  are  tied  up  in  the 
Denison  yards  of  the  Missouri,  Kansas 
&  Texas  railroad.  The  coal  was  for 
the  railroad  shops  at  Mount  Pleasant. 
Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  officials  noti¬ 
fied  the  Cotton  Belt  railroad  that  under 
the  new  law  the  rate  on  coal  shipped 
from  Lehigh,  Pa.,  and  billed  to  Mount 
Pleasant  would  lie  raised  from  sixty 
cents  to  $1.85  per  ton.  The  Cotton  Belt 
has  made  a  protest,  but  so  far  without 
avail,  and  the  cars  are  held  until  the  ad¬ 
vanced  rate  is  paid. 

The  Bessemer  Coal,  Land  &  Improve¬ 
ment  Co.,  which  operates  coal  mines  in 
Bib  county,  lAla.,  and  at  Wind  Rock, 
Tenn.,  has  increased  its  capital  stock  by 
$250,000  and  is  reported  as  contemplat¬ 
ing  the  expenditure  of  the  greater  part 
of  this  increase  for  the  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  its  properties. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[November  10 


Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


New  York,  November  8. —  (Sl’ccial  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  to 
develop  a  large  amount  of  business,  which  is 
probably  in  excess  of  what  can  be  transported 
by  the  prevailing  limitations  that  have  been 
brought  about  by  a  car  shortage  and  a  scarcity 
of  vessels  for  loading  at  the  tidewater  ports.  The 
situation  in  the  water  transportation  has  been 
critical  all  during  the  past  week  owing  to  the 
uncertainty  of  weather  conditions,  which  have 
not  permitted  regular  shipments  by  tows  and 
vessels,  which  have  been  detained  at  both  re¬ 
ceiving  and  discharging  ports.  This  has  caused 
in  instances,  an  accumulation  of  coal  at  tidewater 
ports  because  of  boats  being  stormbound  in  the 
east,  may  be  obliged  to  seek  harbors  of  safety 
to  escape  the  danger  of  the  high  winds  on  their 
return.  This  condition  keeps  everybody  guessing 
as  to  the  possible  time  they  will  arrive  for  load¬ 
ing.  As  this  condition  has  practically  existed 
since  October  first,  it  has  demoralized  the  ocean 
freight  market  in  creating  a  shortage  of  all  kinds 
of  craft,  with  captains  unwilling  to  accept  char¬ 
ters  or  venture  out  when  winds  are  not  to  their 
liking  and  rates  up  fifteen  and  twenty  cents  a 
ton  on  outside  vessels.  Hopes  are  entertained 
by  shippers  that  better  weather  may  soon  favor 
a  more  regular  movement  of  tonnage,  as  the  trade 
at  some  of  the  ports  is  becoming  anxious  as  to 
obtaining  their  future  supplies. 

The  Line  Trade  Keeps  Active. 

All  rail  shipments  to  points  on  the  main  lines 
east  of  the  mines  and  the  New  England  ter¬ 
ritory  keeps  quite  active,  with  a  fair  amount  of 
tonnage  being  moved  upon  it.  The  only  limit  to 
any  further  increase  in  orders  at  present  is  due 
to  a  dearth  of  cars  for  certain  localities  on  for¬ 
eign  roads.  The  strong  demand  on  the  line  helped 
greatly  to  relieve  the  situation  at  the  loading 
piers  during  the  several  weeks  past,  in  absorbing 
a  large  proportion  of  it  by  being  consigned  to 
that  trade,  thus  keeping  the  harbor  ports  in  an 
easy  condition  while  barges  were  scarce  for  load¬ 
ing.  The  requirements  from  Canadian  points 
in  both  the  upper  and  lower  provinces  are  still 
large,  which  calls  for  heavy  shipments,  while 
transportation  is  good  in  order  to  get  a  full  sup¬ 
ply  forward  before  the  usual  interruptions  may 
affect  it  later  on  by  bad  weather  and  snow.  This 
is  also  true  of  the  line  business  west  of  the  mines 
and  the  closing  of  lake  navigation  shortly  is  not 
unlikely  to  accentuate  the  situation  in  that  trade, 
through  a  shortage  of  cars.  Already  there  are 
signs  of  a  decreased  equipment  of  box  cars  to 
furnish  the  barge  demand  for  shipment  in  that  di¬ 
rection  and  this  may  be  further  restricted  by  the 
lack  of  labor  at  the  collieries  for  loading  the  cars. 
There  has  been  a  noticeable  falling  off  in  labor  of 


a  certain  class  at  the  mines  this  fall,  due,  it  is 
thought,  to  many  of  the  foreigners  going  home 
as  some  of  them  remain  here  for  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  years  only.  Labor,  too,  is  short  in  all  in¬ 
dustries  where  large  numbers  are  employed  and  is 
in  cases  becoming  a  serious  question  as  to  the 
cause  of  it,  considering  the  enormous  immigration 
to  this  country. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Large. 

The  cooler  weather  of  the  few  weeks  past  has 
had  a  good  effect  upon  the  demand  at  retail,  at  all 
important  centers  of  consumption,  making  this 
business  quite  active  and  stocks  placed  earlier 
in  the  season  must  have  been  considerably  re¬ 
duced.  It  is  the  general  belief  that  the  supply 
of  coal  in  dealers’  yards  at  this  time  is  less  than 
has  been  the  case  for  two  or  three  years  past, 
and  augurs  for  a  good  and  steady  trade  through 
the  balance  of  the  season.  The  eastern  market 
is  especially  strong  and  taking  coal  freely,  while 
New  York  trade  is  working  on  sufficient  orders 
to  keep  it  busy,  having  also  felt  the  shortage  of 
harbor  boats. 

The  domestic  sizes  are  moving  off  quite  rapidly 
with  stove  and  chestnut  short  in  instances,  and 
the  entire  market  is  well  maintained.  The  steam 
grades  are  very  firm,  and  the  requirements  upon 
the  finer  sizes  are  in  excess  of  what  can  be 
shipped  further  than  for  temporary  needs,  with 
stocks  in  first  hands  greatly  reduced.  It  is_  ex¬ 
pected  that  these  coals  will  feel  the  restricted 
tonnage  of  mining  and  may  cause  a  scarcity  of 
them  before  long. 

Bituminous  Trade  Is  Improving. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  moving 
along  smoothly  with  a  better  feeling  prevailing 
than  a  week  ago.  The  large  accumulation  of 
coal  at  all  the  shipping  points  produced  by  the 
high  winds  for  the  last  six  weeks,  is  being  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  trade  much  better  than  expected. 
It  is  anticipated  that  with  the  first  touch  of  real 
winter  weather,  an  improvement  in  demand  will 
be  noted  all  along  the  line.  Indeed,  at  the 
present  time  the  shoal  water  port  contracts  are 
pushing  for  the  balance  of  coal  that  is  due  them 
in  order  that  they  may  get  it  in  before  ice  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  make.  This  season  has  seen  this  class 
of  trade  a  little  more  forehanded  than  in  previous 
years.  Last  year  was  a  good  one  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  and  this  year  bids  fair  to  be  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  last  in  taking  on  coal  by  the  shoalwater 
ports  a  little  earlier  than  usual.  There  are,  how¬ 
ever,  some  fair  balances  to  be  filled,  which  we 
anticipate  will  keep  things  more  or  less  active  for 
the  next  month  or  six  weeks.  With  the  tying 
up  of  the  coastwise  fleet  by  the  recent  high 
winds,  those  shoalwater  ports  around  the  Cape 


may  have  difficulty  in  cleaning  up  the  contracts 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  suitable  vessels.  At  the 
I)resent  time  all  the  coastwise  vessels  are  moving 
freely,  but  it  will  take  several  weeks  for  them  to 
get  straightened  out  into  regular  running  order, 
not  to  mention  the  loss  of  tonnage. 

Car  supply  is  the  principal  cause  of  trouble 
in  the  trade  at  the  present  time.  Some  railroads 
are  slightly  improved  over  last  week,  but  gen¬ 
erally  the  shortage  continues  unchanged  through¬ 
out,  with  individual  embargoes  to  many  ship¬ 
pers  who  have  coal  in  quantities  standing  at  tide¬ 
water  points.  These  embargoes  have  been  forced 
upon  the  railroads  on  account  of  the  large  ac¬ 
cumulations  that  have  prevailed,  which,  however, 
are  gradually  being  reduced.  We  have  also  heard 
of  an  embargo  upon  all  rail  business  to  New 
England  via  Port  Alorris,  and  that  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  railroads  are  refusing  to  send  cars  to  the 
mines  for  loading  back. 

The  question  of  labor  is  coming  up  to  some  ex¬ 
tent  in  the  trade  at  this  time.  There  is  a  short¬ 
age  which  is  especially  felt  at  some  of  the  regions, 
principally  those  that  are  manufacturing  coke. 

Trade  in  the  Far  East. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  taking  a  fair  amount 
of  coal,  and  the  ice-making  points  qre  urging  for 
the  usual  last  cargo  to  be  sent  forward,  which 
has  been  greatly  delayed  by  the  adverse  winds 
tying  up  vessels  in  the  last  six  weeks. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  active,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  is  very  much  improved  over  what  it  has 
been.  This  trade  also  has  been  hampered  by 
vessels  being  storm  bound. 

New  York  harbor  trade  has  been  absorbing 
considerable  of  the  coal  that  has  been  sent  to 
the  harbor  shipping  points  here.  The  market  is 
stronger  than  formerly  in  consequence,  with  an 
advance  of  five  and  ten  cents  a  ton  upon  the 
lower  grades  of  coal. 

All  rail  trade  is  in  a  better  condition,  with 
more  demand  appearing  and  prices  are  stronger, 
with  a  slight  advance.  The  shortage  of  cars  is 
such  that  it  is  probably  having  a  bearing  upon 
prices  of  all  rail  business.  Transportation  from 
mines  to  tide  is  fairly  good.  Car  supply  is  gen¬ 
erally  short,  some  mines  complaining  that  they 
are  not  receiving  twent3'-five  per  cent  of  their 
needs. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are 
scarce  on  account  of  being  tied  up  by  the  high 
winds  in  the  various  harbors,  and  freights  are 
higher  than  they  have  been  all  summer. 

We  quote  current  freight  rates  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  follows :  Boston.  Salem  and  Portland, 
90@95c;  to  the  sound,  70@80c;  Lynn  and  New- 
buryport,  95@1.00;  Portsmouth,  $1.00. 


I 
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Market  News  from 


Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  November  9. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  continued  improvement  in  the 
anthracite  trade  at  this  point,  though  business  is 
hampered  by  the  delay  in  forwarding  caused  by 
the  inefficiency  of  the  car  supply.  Up  to  the  past 
two  weeks  this  shortage  of  rolling  stock  has  not 
particularly  affected  the  business  of  the  hard 
coal  dealer,  for  the  demand  was  not  pressing 
until  a  lowered  temperature  drove  the'  consum¬ 
ers  to  demanding  quick  service.  These  con¬ 
sumers,  or  at  least  the  smaller  outside  dealers, 
stocked  up  heavily  last  spring  in  anticipation  of  a 
possible  strike,  and  they  made  no  effort  to  replen¬ 
ish  their  stocks  until  forced  by  the  pressing  de¬ 
mands  of  their  customers  to  do  so.  Then  they 
were  confronted  by  the  condition  in  transporta¬ 


tion  circles,  which  has  made  it  next  to  impos¬ 
sible  to  obtain  stock  as  rapidly  as  wanted,  and 
the  result  is  considerable  uneasiness. 

“There  is  no  doubt  the  situation  is  strained 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  equipment,”  said  a 
prominent  dealer  today.  “Everybody  wants  coal, 
and  now  that  election  is  over  dealers  will  begin 
afresh  to  pound  us  with  rush  orders.  The  retail 
trade  is  correspondingly  heavy  and  between  the 
two  demands,  the  sales  agent  is  going  to  have 
trouble  in  keeping  everybody  in  good  humor.” 

Lake  Shipments  Active. 

Lake  shipments  are  keeping  about  the  same  in 
hulk  as  during  the  past  four  weeks.  Inability 
to  get  coal  forward  has  been  one  factor  in  keep¬ 


ing  down  shipments,  and  the  grain  trade  rush 
has  caused  a  shortage  of  available  tonnage. 
Present  indications  are  that  the  fall  forwarding 
will  fall  below  the  normal. 


For  the  past  seven  days  the  total  shipment  was 


67,050  tons, 

Destination. 

distributed 

Tons. 

as  follows : 

Destination. 

Tons. 

Chicago  .... 
Duluth  . 

.  31.900 

Lake  Lii\den  .... 

1,000 

.  5,T50 

Escanaba  . 

.  1,200 

Milwaukee 

.  3,000 

Port  Colbome  ,.. 

350 

Fort  William 

_  3,000 

Houghton  . 

.  1,300 

.  3,800 

.  1,800 

Superior  . . . . 

.  12,250 

Ashland  . 

.  2,700 

As  far  as  the  bituminous  coal  situation  is  con¬ 
cerned  there  is  but  little  change  from  last  week, 
the  visible  supply  not  being  over  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  rated  capacity  of  the  lines. 
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A  number  of  the  roads  are  making  frantic  ef¬ 
forts  to  get  a  little  accumulation  of  coal  on 
hand,  as  the  uncertainty  on  the  railroads  with  the 
threatened  strike  of  the  switchmen  is  causing 
considerable  uneasiness  regarding  supply  coal. 
Few  if  any  of  the  roads  have  an  accumulation 
at  Buffalo,  and  there  is  every  evidence,  if  a 
strike  should  materialize,  of  leaving  some  of 
them  in  pretty  bad  shape. 

There  is  practically  no  coal  on  hand  at  Buffalo 
for  commercial  purposes  and  some  of  the  large 
consumers  are  trying  to  guard  against  pros¬ 
pective  troubles  by  accumulating  stock  at  the 
various  points  of  consumption.  There  seem 
also  to  be  considerable  indifference  on  the  part 
of  miners  as  to  working  steadily,  and  even  those 
days  when  the  mines  have  a  full  car  supply  the 
output  is  far  from  normal. 

Every  car  available  for  coal  carrying  purposes 
is  being  pressed  into  service.  Nearly  all  of  the 
coal  carrying  roads  running  into  Buffalo  have 
withdrawn  their  freight  solicitors  from  their 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  8.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.)— There  is  a  seasonable  activity  m 
the  anthracite  coal  trade,  with  the  demand  steadily 
increasing.  The  movement  of  coal  upon  this 
business,  however,  has  been  greatly  retarded 
during  the  past  week  by  a  restriction  in  cars  and 
the  continued  high  winds  on  the  coast  that  have 
prevailed  for  six  weeks  past.  Some  relief  in 
the  vessel  situation  is  now  anticipated  and  that 
shipments  will  become  more  regular,  but  a  week 
or  ten  days  longer  is  likely  to  be  needed  to  get 
all  bottoms  discharged  and  into  active  service. 
The  short  car  supply,  preventing  larger  ship¬ 
ments  to  be  made  at  this  time,  has  been  largely 
caused  by  the  heavy  traffic  with  the  western 
railroad  connections,  which  continues  to  be  effec¬ 
tive,  but  efforts  are  now  being  made  by  the 
anthracite  roads  to  secure  their  return.  Neither 
are  the  cars  permitted  to  go  off  the  systems’  lines 
at  present  in  order  to  increase  the  transportation 
facilities  at  the  mines  to  provide  for  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  the  trade,  which  is  developing  to  larger 
proportions.  So  far,  the  weather  this  fall  has 
been  quite  favorable  to  a  normal  consumption 
of  coal  and  has  stimulated  buyers  to  put  in  a  fair 
amount  of  stocks  for  winter  requirements.  The 
domestic  grades  are  moving  off  very  freely  with 
the  special  coals  short,  and  in  strong  demand. 
Steam  sizes  are  also  feeling  the  effects  of  the 
lower  temperature,  making  the  demand  upon 
them  greatly  increased.  Pea  is  one  of  the  desir¬ 
able  coals  in  this  territory  for  domestic  uses  and 
the  heating  of  apartment  houses,  with  a  com¬ 
parative  large  tonnage  going  to  it.  At  retail 


Boston,  Mass.,  November  8. —  (Special  Corre 
spondenc.) — There  is  a  continued  demand  for 
hard  coal  in  this  market,  reflecting  the  improved 
consumption  prevailing  with  larger  lequirements 
made  necessary  from  the  retail  trade.  Shipments 
to  the  coastwise  ports  were  still  much  reduced 
during  the  week  and  barges  that  were  tied  up 
here  light,  expecting  to  get  away  early,  were 
still  detained  by  high  winds  on  Monday.  The 
curtailed  movement  recently  in  a  large  amount 
of  tonnage  that  was'ordered  for  shipment  should 
make  the  future  business  to  this  territory  strong. 
There  is  no  change  in  the  alFrail  trade  and  the 
status  maintained  for  some  time  past  continues 
to  prevail.  A  feature  in  connection  with  it  is 
that  the  distribution  of  the  tonnage  is  extending 
to  a  wider  territory,  indicating  that  the  growth 
for  direct  delivery  from  mines  to  yards  is  in¬ 
creasing  in  favor  with  this  class  of  trade.  The 
sound  points  are  active  and  doing  about  all  the 
business  for  which  coal  could  be  furnished.  These 
ports  probably  felt  the  restricted  vessel  situa¬ 
tion  more  keenly  than  the  outside  points,  owing 
to  a  smaller  class  of  craft  operating  and  the  greater 
dangers  encountered  in  navigating  this  route. 
The  arrivals  in  the  last  day  or  two  were  increased 
and  it  is  possible  this  may  further  improve,  en¬ 
abling  shippers  to  catch  up  on  the  accumulated 


field  of  service  and  now  have  them  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  hunt  for  cars.  As  the  roads  are  re¬ 
ceiving  more  business  than  they  can  take  care 
of,  in  the  face  of  the  existing  car  shortage,  it 
has  been  deemed  advisable  to  put  an  efficient 
force  in  search  of  cars.  The  men  have  been 
distributed  along  the  various  lines  and  are  putting 
forth  their  best  efforts  to  prevent  unnecessary 
delay  of  equipment. 

Upward  of  four  thousand  cars  are  now  being 
received  by  the  Pere  Marquette  and  the  Michi¬ 
gan  Central  railroads  in  response  to  an  appeal 
made  by  the  shippers  of  Michigan,  and  it  is  un¬ 
derstood  the  new  equipment  will  be  for  their 
exclusive  use. 

Election  day  saw  all  the  local  coal  offices  closed 
and  no  visitors  are  reported  in  town  this  week, 
as  everybody  has  been  at  home  for  the  purpose 
of  exercising  his  elective  franchise.  From  now 
on  both  business  and  news  of  interest  to  readers 
of  the  Black  Diamond  promises  to  be  more 
lively. 


the  trade  is  reported  as  being  good,  keeping  deal¬ 
ers  busy  on  deliveries,  with  price  quotations  well 
maintained. 

Slight  improvements  are  shown  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  market  and  reflects  that  a  defection 
in  stocks  has  occurred  to  a  considerable  extent. 
The  movement  of  tonnage  from  the  mines,  how¬ 
ever,  continues  to  be  slow,  with  operators  com¬ 
plaining  of  a  shortage  in  cars,  being  better  in 
some  regions,  while  others  are  running  inter¬ 
mittently.  Complaint  is  also  made  at  the  delays 
of  coal  on  reaching  tidewater  ports  because  of 
the  bad  weather  and  this  resulting  in  embargoes 
being  placed  upon  shippers  having  a  quantity 
standing  for  which  shippers  do  not  consider  them¬ 
selves  responsible.  It  is  often  difficult  to  get 
cargo  loaded  in  time  to  avoid  exceeding  the  days 
allowed,  even  though  vessel  is  chartered,  because 
of  the  congestion  of  cars  at  the  terminal  points 
when  the  discharge  of  the  coal  has  to  be  made  in 
the  order  of  its  standing.  This  frequently  delays 
the  coal  most  needed,  while  others  escape  extra 
charges  by  quicker  despatch  in  loading.  The 
railroads  under  the  strain  of  several  weeks  past 
requested  shippers  to  help  relieve  the  situation 
by  taking  coal  promptly  on  arrival.  Conditions 
are  improving  .somewhat  by  the  piers  being  cleaned 
up,  yet  it  may  take  another  week  before  it  is 
again  regular.  Line  trade  is  slightly  more  brisk 
and  tonnage  is  being  diverted  to  it  in  larger 
quantities  while  delays  occur  at  tide  ports.  Ves¬ 
sel  freights  were  quoted  from  here  to  Boston  at 
95c  and  $1.00  to  Portsmouth. 


orders  in  their  hands.  Steam  grades  are  very 
active,  in  instances,  producing  a  larger  demand 
than  can  be  shipped  at  present.  It  is  known 
where  these  sizes  have  been  purchased  from 
other  producers  in  such  quantity  as  could  be 
obtained,  in  order  to  fill  the  more  pressing  needs. 
The  new  prices  at  retail  in  this  city  on  an¬ 
thracite  coal  show  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton  and  are  as  follows:  Furnace,  $0.50;  egg, 
$6.75;  stove  and  chestnut,  $7.00;  pea,  $5.25; 
Lehigh  furnace,  $0.75 ;  Lehigh  egg,  $7.00 ;  Sham- 
okin,  $7.25;  Franklin,  $8.25. 

Bituminous  Market  Steady. 

There  is  apparently  no  further  complaint  by 
selling  houses  at  a  lack  of  available  orders,  as 
has  been  the  case  all  summer  and  up  to  recently, 
as  business  is  showing  an  increase,  with  deliveries 
upon  it  short  of  what  is  desired.  In  fact  of  the 
coal  fleets  being  so  long  delayed  through  un¬ 
favorable  weather  in  port  now  arrived  at  the  dis¬ 
charging  ports,  it  is  seen  that  the  amount  is 
short  of  current  needs,  and  regret  not  having 
provided  for  larger  shipments  earlier.  '1  he  effect 
of  this  stimulated  buying  of  the  Pennsylvania 
coals  for  all-rail  delivery,  which  may  result  in 
the  establishing  of  a  more  permanent  market  in 
this  territory  on  these  coals.  The  price  being  now 


more  favorable  to  shippers  of  the  lower  grades 
than  had  prevailed  for  some  years  and  with  coal 
to  be  had  at  $1.15  to  $1.25  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  cars  at 
the  mines,  the  opportunity  is  likely  to  be  taken 
advantage  of  by  shippers  from  that  field.  Prices 
are  firm  on  all  grades,  while  shoalwater  ports  at 
further  eastern  points  are  short  of  coal,  but  are 
inclined  to  give  a  premium  with  the  high  freight 
rates  now  ruling.  Vessels  of  the  smaller  class 
are  not  in  good  supply  and  captains  demand  from 
five  to  ten  cents  more  to  go  to  ice  ports.  The 
(luotations  on  larger  vessels  are  anywhere  from 
80c  to  95c  from  all  the  lower  ports  to  Boston. 


Baltimore  Shipping  Trade, 

Bai.ti  .MORE,  Md.,  November  10. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  bituminous  market 
here  during  the  past  week  was  considerably 
more  active  than  for  some  time.  The  demand 
for  all  grades  of  the  fuel  was  brisk,  and  there 
was  a  stiffening  of  prices  for  the  low  class 
coals  that  have  recently  been  selling  consid¬ 
erably  below  the  one  dollar  mark.  If  present 
indications  hold  good  there  is  an  era  of  better 
prices  at  hand. 

With  the  demand  increasing  right  along  the 
line,  and  with  the  car  shortage  growing  more 
troublesome  and  augmented  by  a  scarcity  of 
vessels  in  which  to  ship  coastwise  business,  it 
would  certainly  seem  as  if  the  time  was  at 
hand  when  the  handler  of  bituminous  was  to 
get  more  for  his  product.  There  seems  to  be 
no  prospect  of  any  relief  in  the  matter  of  cars 
until  after  the  rush  to  the  lake  ports  is  over. 
Even  then  it  is  problematical  whether  there 
will  be  any  substantial  increase  of  cars  in  this 
territory. 

Vessels  for  coastwise  shipments  are  likevyise 
scarce,  and  there  is  no  prospect  of  immediate 
relief  in  this  regard.  It  will  take  ten  days  or 
so  probably  before  the  first  of  the  returning 
fleet  now  outbound  coal  laden  is  ready  for  new 
cargoes.  This  is  having  its  effect  on  charters 
which  went  up  from  five  to  ten  cents  during 
the  week.  This  condition  now  applies  to  north¬ 
ern  as  well  as  southern  business.  It  comes 
at  a  time  when  the  New  England  trade  is  cry¬ 
ing  out  for  more  and  more  bituminous  coal 
and  when  southern  consumers  are  begging  to 
get  early  deliveries  of  orders. 

In  the  matter  of  export  business  there  is  no 
great  change.  The  vessels  used  are  in  about 
the  normal  supply.  Coal  exports  for  October, 
by  the  way,  showed  a  slight  falling  off  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  month,  although  show¬ 
ing  a  gain  over  October  of  1905.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  the  exports,  mainly  to  Mexico  and  Cuba, 
totalled  41,433  tons  of  bituminous,  and  11,570 
tons  of  coke.  These  shipments  represented  a 
value  of  .$143,961.10.  The  September  coal  ship¬ 
ment  in  1905  only  amounted  to  32,448,  or  8,985 
tons  less  than  the  same  month  this  year. 

The  anthracite  market  here  is  picking  up 
also.  Every  week  is  seeing  cooler  weather 
and  orders  are  coming  along  in  better  shape. 
There  has  not  been  any  rush  to  buy  coal  as 
yet,  however,  and  stocks  have  not  been  great¬ 
ly  depleted.  It  will  take  some  real  cold  weath¬ 
er  to  thoroughly  awaken  some  consumers  to 
the  need  of  having  a  well  stocked  cellar  before 
the  heavy  snows  set  in. 

Baltimoreans  in  general,  and  coal  men  in 
particular,  are  awaiting  with  interest  the  plans 
of  both  the  Goulds  and  llarriinan  with  regard 
to  trans-continental  roads.  With  the  Illinois 
Central  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  now  in  the 
corttrol  of  Harriman,  he  is  in  a  position  to 
have  an  ocean  to  ocean  system.  Just  what 
this  may  mean  to  Baltimore  time  alone  can 
tell.  With  the  Goulds  it  is  now  certain  that 
the  link  which  will  connect  the  present  ter¬ 
minus  at  Cumberland  with  Pittsburg  in  an  al¬ 
most  direct  road  will  be  started  next  spring. 
.Another  extension  to  leave  the  main  line  at 
Indian  Creek  is  to  be  rim  to  Wheeling.  There 
it  is  to  connect  with  tlie  Wheeling  &  Lake 
Erie,  a  property  owned  by  the  Wabash.  Of¬ 
ficials  of  the  Western  Maryland  say  that  both 
lines  will  be  in  operation  within  three  years. 
What  this  will  mean  to  Baltimore  is  inorc 
patent,  since  the  Wabash  interests  in  addition 
to  the  one  coal  jiier  and  other  freight  tcrni- 
inal  facilities  here  are  planning  further  in¬ 
creases  in  wharfage. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


The  New  England  Trade, 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  re¬ 
turned  from  Europe  the  end  of  last  month, 
after  spending  some  time  in  recreation  there. 

W.  J.  Borden,  formerly  with  the  Righter- 
Marshall  Co.,  New  York,  and  since  then  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  W.  L.  Righter  Coal  Co.,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  salesman  with  W.  A.  Mar¬ 
shall. 

The  Silver  Brook  Coal  Co.,  in  which  J.  S. 
Wentz,  of  Philadelphia,  was  interested,  sur¬ 
rendered  the  lease  to  .553  acres,  near  Hazleton, 
Pa.,  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  thirty-first.  The  operations  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  Spring  Brook  were  suspended  since 
spring. 

At  the  cabinet  meeting  in  Paris,  France,  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week,  it  was  proposed  that 
a  project  of  Minister  Barthon  of  public  works,, 
be  introduced  for  the  revision  of  the  mining 
law,  which  contemplates  the  taking  over  by 
the  state  of  all  mines  and  the  participation  of 
the  miners  in  the  profits. 

The  case  of  the  Newark  Stock  Yards  Co. 
against  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
Railroad  Co.,  for  yardage,  which  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  United  States  circuit  court 
for  several  days  last  week,  at  Trenton,  N.  J., 
was  brought  to  a  close  November  first  by  the 
direction  of  a  verdict  by  Judge  Cross  for  the 
railroad  company. 

Information  was  received  from  Sydney,  Aus¬ 
tralia,  a  few  days  ago,  that  thirty-one  col¬ 
lieries  in  the  Newcastle  district  and  six  inter¬ 
state  steamship  companies  have  established  a 
combine  with  the  object  of  controlling  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  northern  collieries,  amounting  ap¬ 
proximately  to  about  four  million  tons  per 
annum,  and  regulating  the  price. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Railway  Co. 
announced  on  Saturday  last  an  increase  of 
wages  of  ten  per  cent  to  all  employes  whose 
salaries  are  less  than  two  hundred  dollars  per 
month.  The  increase  is  efifective  from  No¬ 
vember  first  and  will  benefit  about  twenty-five 
thousand  employes.  The  entire  Reading  sys¬ 
tem  is  included  in  the  increase,  and  the  men 
seem  pleased  with  the  advance. 

F.  E.  Herriman,  coal  traffic  manager  of  the 
New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad 
Co.,  under  date  of  October  thirty-first,  issued 
an  announcement  of  H.  W.  Henry,  general 
coal  agent  of  the  company,  having  resigned  to 
engage  in  other  business.  All  correspondence 
and  reports  relating  to  the  coal  and  coke  traf¬ 
fic  of  the  Central’s  lines  should  hereafter  be 
addressed  to  the  coal  traffic  manager. 

An  advance  in  price  on  the  domestic  sizes  of 
anthracite  coal,  including  pea,  of  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  at  retail  in  Boston  was  made  ef¬ 
fective  on  November  first.  This  makes  the 
current  quotations  for  furnace,  $6.50;  egg, 
$6.75;  stove  and  chestnut,  $7;  pea,  $5.25;  Le¬ 
high  furnace,  $6.75;  Lehigh  egg,  $7;  Shamokin, 
$7.25;  Franklin,  $8.25.  The  increase  is  only 
twenty-five  cents,  though  dealers  are  paying 
fifty  cents  a  ton  more  for  the  coal  at  whole¬ 
sale. 

According  to  an  official  statement  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  made  Saturday,  was  that 
the  published  item  in  that  morning’s  papers, 
to  the  effect  that  the  company  had  agreed 
upon  a  ten  per  cent  advance  in  wages  of  its 
employes  on  January  first,  was  not  authorized, 
and  that  while  it  was  true  that  consideration 
was  being  given  to  this  subject,  the  matter  had 
not  yet  taken  definite  shape.  Evidently  the 
railroads  are  in  instances  sparring  for  an  ex¬ 
tension  of  time. 

The  Mitchell  parade  and  mass  meeting  day, 
held  in  the  upper  anthracite  coal  field,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  twenty-ninth,  is  reported  as  having  been 
a  failure  by  the  lack  of  attendance  of  the  min¬ 
ers,  indicating  the  waning  allegiance  to  the 
union.  It  was  advertised  that  twenty  thousand 


to  thirty  thousand  out  of  the  eighty-five  thou¬ 
sand  in  the  district  would  be  in  the  line  of 
march,  but  less  than  three  thousand  paraded 
and  barely  one  thousand  attended  the  mass 
meeting  afterward.  Mr.  Mitchell,  who  was 
engaged  in  another  part  of  the  field,  sent  a 
message  of  encouragement,  but  apparently 
failed  to  create  any  enthusiasm. 

James  D.  Yeomans,  formerly  a  member  of 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  died  on 
October  thirty-first,  at  Washington,  of  a  com¬ 
plication  of  diseases.  He  was  sixty-one  years 
of  age.  Mr.  Yeomans  took  part  in  many  of 
the  important  cases  brought  before  the  com¬ 
mission.  He  was  a  native  of  Wyoming  county. 
New  York.  Entering  the  railway  service  early 
in  life,  he  became  general  superintendent  of 
the  Buffalo,  Nev/  York  &  Philadelphia  railway, 
and  was  identified  with  other  railroad  inter¬ 
ests.  Mr.  Yeomans  had  private  business  inter¬ 
ests  in  Washington,  to  which  he  devoted  him¬ 
self  after  his  retirement  from  public  life. 

H.  C.  Haggerty,  for  some  years  identified 
with  the  coal  trade,  resigned  his  position  as 
New  York  salesman  of  the  Morrisdale  Coal 
Co.,  to  accept  a  similar  position  with  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  New  Haven.  Mr. 
Haggerty  succeeded  O.  C.  Andrews  on  No¬ 
vember  first,  and  will  be  in  charge  of  the  trade 
east  of  this  point.  Having  had  considerable 
experience  in  the  selling  of  anthracite  coal  for 
Righter  &  Marshall  less  than  two  years  ago, 
his  present  venture  should  be  a  propitious  one. 
Mr.  Andrews,  who  leaves  the  company  to 
enter  into  business  on  his  own  account,  was 
formerly  in  the  employ  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co., 
with  headquarters  at  New  Haven.  He  has 
purchased  the  coal  business  of  H.  R.  Segar,  at 
Westerly,  R.  L,  a  thriving  town,  and  should 
do  well  in  his  new  venture. 

The  Manufacturers’  Record,  of  Baltimore, 
says  that  a  new  and  most  promising  use  for 
steel  is  the  construction  of  steel  barges  for 
the  shipment  of  coal  on  the  Ohio  and  down 
the  Mississippi  rivers.  A  number  of  barges 
are  now  being  built  at  Pittsburg  by  large  coal 
operators,  with  a  view  to  carrying  coal  down 
the  Mississippi  and  to  Havana  and  other 
West  Indian  ports  without  breaking  cargo. 
It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  eleven 
thousand  coal  barges  on  the  rivers,  and  with 
the  start  made  for  the  substitution  of  steel  for 
these  wooden  barges  it  is  believed  that  there 
will  be  a  very  rapid  change  and  that  there 
will  soon  be  an  enormous  fleet  of  steel  barges 
handling  coal  on  the  Ohio  river  and  its  tribu¬ 
taries  for  shipment  to  Europe,  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  to  Central  America. 

Swan  Hartwell,  the  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  H.  N.  Hartwell  &  Son,  Boston,  Mass., 
was  married  to  a  prominent  lady  of  that  city 
on  Saturday  night  of  last  week.  The  wedding 
was  private  and  the  happy  couple,  after  the 
performance  of  the  ceremony,  left  on  a  honey¬ 
moon  trip  for  about  two  weeks.  Mr.  Hartwell 
has  charge  of  the  Boston  and  New  England 
business  of  the  firm,  which  is  the  agent  of  the 
Smokeless  Fuel  Co.’s  high  grade  coals  in  that 
territory.  He  was  formerly  identified  for  a 
number  of  years  with  the  trade  in  New  York 
city,  and  in  about  1900  went  into  partnership 
with  his  father,  and  two  years  later  took 
charge  of  the  Boston  office.  He  has  developed 
a  large  business  through  the  eastern  markets 
and  is  favorably  known  to  the  trade,  because 
of  his  genial  and  considerate  methods  of  do¬ 
ing  business. 

Elbert  B.  Fisher  has  issued  an  announce¬ 
ment,  effective  October  thirty-first,  1906,  that 
he  will  sever  his  connection  with  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Co.,  to  be¬ 
come  associated  with  E.  Forrest  Powell  &  Co., 
17  Battery  Place,  New  York.  Mr.  Fisher  en¬ 
tered  the  employ  of  the  companj',  now  lessee, 
as  salesman  in  March,  1902,  and  was  connected 
with  Mr.  Powell,  the  manager,  at  New  York, 
up  to  the  present.  He  has  been  identified 
with  the  trade  for  a  long  period,  however,  and 
is  well  known  in  this  locality.  In  1891  he  ob¬ 


tained  his  first  position  in  the  office  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  and  remained  in  its 
employ  until  the  sale  of  these  interests  became 
effective  in  March,  1901,  when  he  went  with 
Williams  &  Peters  for  one  year.  Mr.  Fisher 
enters  upon  his  new  position  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices,  having  the  experience,  abil¬ 
ity  and  personal  acquaintance  to  make  it  an 
entire  success. 

Chairman  F.  C.  Russell  of  the  membership 
committee  of  the  Order  Kokoal,  New  York, 
sent  out  a  circular  letter  to  the  city  coal  deal¬ 
ers,  during  the  week,  to  attract  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  motives  and  value  of  the  order  as 
relating  to  their  interests  in  the  trade.  The 
circular  gives  briefly  a  history  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  from  its  inception,  about  a  year  ago, 
showing  also  the  rapid  growth  in  its  member¬ 
ship,  extending  through  twenty-one  states  and 
into  Canada,  at  the  present  time.  The  pur¬ 
pose  of  distributing  this  information  is  to  in¬ 
crease  the  membership  of  the  local  order  to 
make  it  the  largest  in  number  in  the  national 
organization.  The  enrollment  of  “fuel  agents’’ 
of  prominent  industrial  concerns  will  next  be 
solicited,  as  they  too  are  eligible.  This  is  be¬ 
ing  done  to  bring  together  the  men  who  buy 
and  those  who  sell  coal,  with  the  transporta¬ 
tion  interests  handling  the  product,  united  for 
a  closer  business  relationship  in  the  trade.  The 
motto  is  “come  on  and  lift,’’  and  it  is  urged 
by  the  committee  that  the  application  blanks 
inclosed  be  acted  upon  early,  as  the  fee  for 
membership  shall  advance  from  $4.11  to  $7.11, 
after  November  eleventh.  1906. 

H.  W.  Henry,  general  coal  agent  of  the  New 
York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Railroad  Co., 
resigned  this  office  on  October  thirty-first  to 
accept  the  appointment  of  traffic  manager  of 
Peale,  Peacock  &  tCerr,  Inc.,  with  offices  at 
No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  in  charge  of  the 
sales  and  traffic  departments,  effective  Novem¬ 
ber  first.  Mr.  Henry  enters  upon  his  new 
duties  under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  hav¬ 
ing  been  connected  with  railroad  work  in 
various  capacities  for  eighteen  years.  Starting 
as  a  young  man,  he  obtained  his  first  p'osition 
as  telegraph  operator  with  the  Rome,  Water- 
town  &  Ogdensburg  railroad,  a  New  York 
Central  interest,  and  his  entire  experience  has 
been  with  this  system  and  its  connections. 
Later  he  served  as  chief  clerk  in  the  freight 
department  of  the  West  Shore  railroad,  and 
up  to  his  promotion  of  assistant  freight  agent 
at  Syracuse.  When  this  line  was  consolidated 
in  May,  1901,  with  the  New  York  Central,  he 
became  identified  with  the  latter  road  in  the 
coal  department.  In  1903  he  was  made  assist¬ 
ant  to  F.  E.  Herriman,  and  was  appointed  gen¬ 
eral  coal  agent  in  1905.  Mr.  Henry  has  a  large, 
acquaintance  in  railroad  and  coal  circles,  and 
with  his  knowledge  of  the  business  through 
long  experience,  assures  him  every  success  in 
his  present  position. 


Hurvtingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  October  twenty- 
seventh,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1905  : 

Broad  Cumber- 

Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Oct.  27,  1906..  1S,5S4  21.911  40.496 

Corresponding  Week,  1905...  19.660  24.117  43,777 

Total  for  1906  . 640.961  922,931  1,563.892 

Corresponding  period,  1905.  .387,667  S12,61'5  1.382,717 

Increase  in  tonnage  duruig  1906  to  date  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  181,175  tons. 

The  United  Mine  Workers  at  Creighton,  Pa.,  - 
who  have  been  on  strike  against  the  Pittsburg 
Plate  Glass  Co.,  for  the  past  three  months,  re¬ 
cently  voted  to  continue  the  strike  until  the  com¬ 
pany  agrees  to  pay  the  regular  scale  of  wages. 
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SOME  “AD”  SUGGESTIONS. 

A  coal  dealer  recently  said  that  he  did  not 
believe  there  is  much  use  in  advertising  Unless 
there  is  an  “unfriendly  feeling”  between  the 
dealers  in  a  community.  It  is  to  be  inferred 
that  this  is  the  reason  he  is  advertising  at  the 

present  time.  ,  i  i 

If  this  friendly  feeling  means  that  the  deal¬ 
ers  in  a  community  have  the  buyers  divide  up, 
or  have  a  pool  on  profits,  or  some  such  ar¬ 
rangement,  advertising  will  not  serve  the  pur¬ 
pose  it  might  otherwise.  But  even  in  such  a 
situation  it  might  serve  to  avert  suspicion, 
even  if  it  did  not  bring  results.  If,  however, 
the  “friendly  feeling”  means  merely  that  the 
dealers  are  on  speaking  terms  with  each  other, 
even  though  they  may  belong  to  different 
churches  or  political  parties,  it  hardly  con¬ 
stitutes  an  excuse  for  not  going  after  business 
along  up-to-date  lines.  The  Black  Diamond 
believes  in  advertising  whether  dealers  in  the 
same  commodities  are  at  war  or  at  peace.  It 
is  just  conscientious  enough  not  to  urge  the 
coal  trade  to  advertise  in  the  columns  of  its 
journal  without  believing  that  the  advertisers 
will  get  returns,  if  they  make  good  use  of  the 
space.  We  venture  to  assert  that  the  coal  ad¬ 
vertisement  of  the  dealer  referred  to  would 
bring  returns  if  business  in  his  community 
were  not  on  a  “scrapping  basis.” 

Another  dealer  says,  “Before  you  com¬ 
menced  your  ad.  criticism  we  usually  con¬ 
tented  ourselves  with  a  stereotyped  ad.  an¬ 
nouncement — changing  about  once  every 
month  or  two.  Now  we  are  changing  our  ads. 
every  week  and  trying  to  make  them  seasona¬ 
ble.”  We  do  not  know  whether  or  not  there  is  a 
“friendly  feeling”  among  the  dealers  at  this  point, 
but  in  the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  will  assume  that  there  is  peace  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  This  dealer  believes  in  advertising, 
and  it  must  be  because  it  pays.  He  has  taken 
the  trouble  to  buy  a  special  line  of  borders  for 
his  advertisements,  and  changes  the  advertise¬ 
ments  every  week.  He  says  that  the  printer 
takes  pains  in  getting  them  up,  trying  to  make 
them  attractive  and  good  looking  typographically. 
The  dealer  asks  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  of 
local  notices  scattered  through  the  reading  col¬ 
umns,  and  also  as  to  the  advisability  of  adver¬ 
tising  by  means  of  circulars. 

Every  form  of  attractive  advertising  pays. 
The  dealer  who  keeps  before  the  public  only  to 
the  extent  of  the  sign  over  his  office  will  miss  a 
lot  of  trade,  and  the  one  who  is  persistent  m 
calling  attention  of  buyers  to  his  line  of  coals 
will  get  the  trade  that  the  other  fellow  misses. 
Those  who  make  a  study  of  securing  rpults 
through  advertising  use  various  forms.  Display 
advertisements  in  newspapers  will  catch  the  eye 
and  the  trade  of  certain  classes  of  buyers  ;  local 
reading  notices  will  catch  others,  and  circular 
advertising  will  bring  still  otljer  buyers  No 
one  of  them  will  do  all  the  work,  but  each  will 
pay  dividends  on  the  investment.  Bright  and 
catchy  reading  notices  of  two  or  three  lines  each, 
scattered  through  the  paper,  will  do  a  lot  ot 
good.  An  attractive  circular  will  not  be  wasted, 
though  it  will  probably  bring  the  smallest  pro¬ 
portion  of  returns. 


A  TALK  ON  ADVERTISING. 

Selling  power  in  an  “ad”  depends  much  upon 
the  clearness  and  force  in  which  it  is  written. 
The  best  “ad”  writers  make  a  very  thorough 
study  of  the  business  to  be  advertised,  list  all 
the  strong  and  attractive  features,  and  then  seek 
to  express  the  idea  so  clearly  that  it  must  be 
understood.  This  necessitates  the  writing  and 
rewriting  of  the  “ad”  many  times.  It  requires 
condensing  and  the  selecting  of  words  and 
phrases  which  leave  a  permanent  impression  on 


the  public  mind.  Almost  everyone  is  interested 
in  the  origin  and  history  of  things.  The  coal 
dealer  has  an  opportunity  to  bring  into  his  ad¬ 
vertising  much  of  the  history  of  coal  and  min¬ 
ing.  Do  not  forget  that  “advertising”  in  this 
age  must  be  news,  it  must  be  interesting  and 
lead  to  conviction.  This  brings  up  the  principles 
of  advertising.  Do  you  know  what  goes  on  in 
a  man’s  mind  before  he  gives  you  his  check  for  a 
ton  or  more  of  coal?  It  is  obvious  that  the  last 
mental  state  was  characterized  by  RESOLVE  to 
buy  the  coal  of  you  and  of  no  one  else.  If 
you  only  could  get  such  an  idea  into  every  one’s 
head  in  town  you  would  get  all  the  business. 
But  this  state  of  Resolve  was  dependent  upon  a 
previous  mental  state  known  as  DESIRE.  Now 
why  did  your  customer  desire  or  want  coal  now 
and  why  did  he  buy  of  you  ?  The  shortest  answer 
probably  to  this  question  is  that  he  felt  the  sense 
of  value  to  himself  of  owning  coal  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  This  sense  of  value  arises  either  from 
necessity,  as  in  the  case  of  cold  wither,  or 
that  you  could  give  him  a  better  price,  better 
quality,  or  make  him  feel  that  he  should  have 


coal  ready  for  the  cold  snap  which  is  sure  to 
come,  or  because  you  had  most  beautifully  pic¬ 
tured  to  him  the  comfort  of  sitting  in  his  cozy 
home  before  a  cheerful  fire  produced  by  your 
special  brand  of  coal,  while  the  cold  dreary  winds 
outside  rob  life  of  its  most  delightful  pleasures. 
You  see  at  once  that  right  here  is  where  ad¬ 
vertising  does  the  work  which  gets  the  orders. 
It  creates  the  desire.  Do  not  forget  that  de¬ 
sire  depends  upon  feeling  and  emotion  to  a  great 
extent.  Therefore  play  on  the  inner  feelings. 
Use  a  cut  of  a  happy  family  around  the  grate 
fire  on  a  cold  night  or  some  illustration  which 
augments  the  home  idea.  But  you  say  the  ad 
will  not  effect  the  public  in  this  manner  if  Biey 
do  not  read  it.”  Yes,  you  are  right  riiis 
brings  up  the  next  point.  All  desire  is  depend¬ 


ent  upon  interest.  You  must  get  your  prospect 
interested  or  he  will  not  read  your  “ad.  or 
listen  to  what  you  say.  The  psychologist  tells 
us  that  this  interest  depends  upon  surprise,  curi¬ 
osity  or  sense  of  personal  value.  This  is  your 
cue.  You  must  get  your  prospect’s  attention 
and  interest  by  some  attractive  headline,  or  cut 
and  hold  it  long  enough  to  present  the  argu¬ 
ments  leading  to  Desire,  and  finally  Resolve  to 
buy  the  coal  of  you  and  at  once.  This  is  the 
whole  philosophy  of  advertising  and  if  the  prin¬ 
ciples  are  carefully  followed  they  must  bring 
the  highest  results.  Every  successful  “ad”,  when 
analized  to  its  elements,  presents  these  attrib¬ 
utes.  The  mental  road  to  every  order  is  At¬ 
tention,  Interest,  Desire  and  Resolve  to  buy. 
This  is  also  just  as  much  the  law  of  every  sale, 
for  advertising  is  nothing  more  than  salesman¬ 
ship  on  paper. 

A  GOOD  DISPLAY  “AD.” 

The  following  display  advertisement  is  com¬ 
mendable.  The  headlines  are  easily  read,  which 


tends  to  attract  attention.  The  consumer  is  given 
the  idea  that  prompt  delivery  and  clean  coal  arc 
characteristic  features  of  the  new  coal  pocket. 
The  type  is  plain  and  attractive.  Probably  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  mentioned  that 
soft  coal  always  advances  in  price  later  in  the 
season  and  that  it  is  to  the  consumer  s  interest 
to  place  his  order  early. 

V 

A  new  ten-fiocket  coal  chute  is  to  be  erected 
by  the  Wabash  railroad  at  Stoninglon,  Ill.,  m 
the  near  future.  This  will  provide  for  the  in¬ 
creased  tonnage  which  will  be  handled  over  the 
St.  Louis  end  of  the  Wabash  as  soon  as  the 
double  track  is  completed. 


Our  Hard  Coal  Pocket  Completed  About  Oct.  1st 

WILL  STORE  ABOUT  2,000  TONS  OF  COAL 

Run  by  eleclricily  and  equipped  with  the  latest  Coal  Conveying  Machinery.  Cars  unloaded 
with  Electric  Shovels  in  20  minutes  and  coal  conveyed  to  top  ol  building 
and  deposited  in  separate  compartments  or  pockets. 

Every  pound  of  cool  delivered  must  pass  over  large  iron  screens 
Our  coal  is  never  exposed  to  sun,  rain  or  snow  always  dry  and  clean 

WE  HAVE  THE  ONLY  COAL  YARD  IN  RAVENSWOOD 

Guarantee  the  Best  Coal— Full  Weight— Prompt  and  Careful  Service 


MAY  ADVANCE  OCT, 

Hocking  Valley.  .S5.00  a 
Illinois  Lump....  4.60 

Wash  Nut .  4.50 

Coke .  6.b0 

Cannel  Coal . 87-50  a  ton  Sawed  Slabs . $7  50  a  cord 

AN  EXTRA  CHARGE  OF  25  CENTS  A  TON  FOR  COAL  DELIVERED  IN  BAGS  OR  WHEELED  IN 


THE  FOLLOWING  PRICES 

Large  Egg . $7  50  a  ton 

Small  Egg .  7.75 

Range .  7.75 

Chestnut .  7.75 


IN  EFFECT  TODAY-PRICES 

No.  2  Nut . 85.75  a  ton 

Buckwheat .  4.50  “ 

Pocahontas  Lump  5.50  " 

“  Egg..  5.75 


.  I  St 

ton 


Genuine  Pocahontas,  mine  run,  single  ton,  $4.50— In  loads  of  4  tons,  $4.10  a  ton 

ZIPF  BR.OTHER.S 

ANTHILACITE  COAL  POCAHONTAS 
Telephone  Lake  View  456 

Yards:  C.  N.  W.  By.,  1095.1117  West  RavenswoodPark.  Ollice:  1278  East  Rayenswood  Park.  0pp.  Depot 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[November  10 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  November  10. 

The  coal  and  coke  industry  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  remains  in  a  very 
prosperous  condition.  Everybody  en¬ 
gaged  not  only  in  the  manufacture  of 
coal  and  coke,  but  also  in  the  making 
of  supplies  for  the  mines  and  the  ovens 
arc  busy  and  expect  to  be  more  busy 
in  the  weeks  and  months  that  are  to 
come. 

The  result  of  the  elections  which  are 
just  over  will  have  a  very  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  coal  and  coke  trade  in 
the  Pittsburg  district.  As  is  well  known 
by  the  coal  people  of  the  country  a 
number  of  prominent  producers  in  this 
region  either  have  or  take  the  time 
from  their  business  to  uphold  the  dom¬ 
inant,  political  ideas  now  ruling  in  the 
country,  and  personally  engage  in  the 
conflict  deemed  necessary  to  uphold 
the  principles  in  which  they  are  assured 
that  their  business  interests  are  en¬ 
trenched. 

As  a  result  of  this  the  coal  operators 
and  coke  producers  in  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  are  feeling  jubilant  today  and  say 
that  there  will  be  an  unlimited  amount 
of  business  coming  to  them  which  they 
anticipate  will  also  extend  over  a  per¬ 
iod  of  time,  the  end  to  which  they 
deem  it  not  wise  to  state. 

The  Future  of  the  Trade. 

It  is  almost  unwise  to  venture  any¬ 
thing  in  the  nature  of  prophecy  re¬ 
garding  the  future  of  trade  in  this 
vicinity.  Prices  have  been  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  at  a  high  tension.  The  only 
feature  regarding  the  situation  that  ex¬ 
cites  comment  regarding  its  uncertainty 
is  the  marketing  of  the  product.  Or¬ 
der  books  of  the  concerns  interested 
are  congested.  Cars  to  carry  the 
product  to  market  continue  to  be  scarce. 
Prices  are  more  than  satisfactory  to 
most  everybody.  New  projects  are  be¬ 
ing  carried  forward  to  a  speedy  com¬ 
pletion  and  in  the  near  future  a  much 
heavier  product  will  be  produced  from 
the  Pittsburg  district.  An  ample  sup¬ 
ply  of  men  to  equip  the  new  plants 
that  are  constantly  being  put  into  oper¬ 
ation  is  limited.  Here  you  have  the 
situation  of  the  Pittsburg  district  and 
Uonnellsville  Coal  and  Coke  district  in 
a  nutshell,  and  those  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  state  of  affairs  here  can 
figure  out  without  much  difficulty  the 
ultimate  result. 

There  are  no  labor  troubles  in  the 
district  to  hamper  the  work  of  the 
operators  either  in  both  coal  or  coke. 

River  Shipments  a  Disappointment. 

The  coal  shipper  by  river  has  been 
waiting  in  vain  for  many  days  for  an 
ample  supply  of  water  in  the  river  to 
carry  his  product  to  the  southern  mar¬ 
kets.  The  outlook  at  the  present  time 
for  a  boating  stake  is  very  discour¬ 
aging.  Many  thousands  of  bushels 
and,  in  fact,  millions  are  awaiting  a 
proper  opportunity  for  southern  ship¬ 
ment. 

Regarding  prices  on  both  coal  and 
coke  here,  there  is  but  little  change  to 
note  since  our  letter  of  last  week. 
Run-of-mine  coal  continues  strong  at 
$1.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Three- 
quarter  is  selling  at  $1.00@1.20  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Lump  coal  is  listed 
at  $1.85@2.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
and  slack  is  bringing  95c@1.10  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all  grades  as 
quoted  above  prices  are  stiff  and  the 
demand  is  considerably  above  the  sup¬ 
ply. 

The  coke  market  continues  e.xceed- 
ingly  strong,  although  there  is  but 
little  change  to  note  in  the  prices  from 


those  quoted  in  our  last  letter.  Fur¬ 
nace  coke  is  selling  at  $3.35@3.55  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  Foundry  grade 
is  selling  for  $3.95@4.05  per  ton  f.  o. 
b.  the  ovens.  We  call  attention  again 
to  the  fact  that  prices  herewith  quoted 
for  coke  and  also  for  coal  refer  to 
present  delivery  and  do  not  apply  to 
orders  for  shipments  in  the  future. 

There  is  no  change  to  note  in  prices 
of  coal  and  coke  at  retail  from  the  com¬ 
plete  list  mentioned  in  the  last  issue  of 
The  Black  Diamond. 

GENERAL  AND  PERONAL 
NOTES. 

The  river  coal  shippers  here  are  very 
much  disappointed  at  the  general  sit- 
ation  of  affairs  as  regards  shipments. 

Mr.  Hugh  Haggerty,  a  veteran  miner 
of  the  Pittsburg  district,  was  a  visitor 
at  the  office  of  the  Pittsburg  District 
United  Mine  Workers’  during  the 
week. 

The  McLeish  Fuel  Co.,  of  Columbus, 
has  been  incorporated  for  $10,000  by 
C.  B.  Howard,  E.  E.  Brynn,  F.  M.  Hey- 
wood,  Homer  L.  Rose  and  F.  E.  Rutlet. 
It  is  rumored  that  the  company  intends 
to  bid  in  and  operate  the  old  McLeish 
mine  at  Gloucester,  Ohio. 

In  order  to  compare  prices  between 
coal  at  retail  in  Pittsburg  and  other 
cities  and  coal  sold  at  retail  at  the 
Massillon  district,  we  append  prices  of 
coal  at  Massillon,  as  follows: 

Massillon  lump,  $4.00;  Pittsburg 
lump,  $3.50;  Smokeless  coal,  $3.75; 
gas  house  coke,  $4.50 ;  anthracite  coal, 
$6.75. 

Coke  production  in  the  Connells- 
ville  region  is  still  maintained  at  a 
high  average  and  the  outlook  is  that  it 
will  continue  to  the  end  of  the  year 
at  least.  Gains  have  been  made  in  both 
production  and  shipments  during  the 
past  week,  the  shipments  being  in¬ 
creased  about  three  thousand  tons  over 
the  previous  week. 

The  coal  situation  in  Pittsburg  from 
a  river  standpoint,  is  at  a  standstill. 
Since  our  last  letter  the  River  Coal  Co. 
and  a  number  of  other  smaller  con¬ 
cerns  have  sent  out  various  shipments, 
many  of  which,  we  are  informed,  have 
been  forced  to  tie  up  on  account  of 
there  not  being  sufficient  water  in  the 
river  to  allow  their  further  proce¬ 
dure. 

Demands  for  all  semi-finished  and 
finished  lines  of  iron  and  steel  contin- 
use  to  rule  in  great  volume  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  and  unfilled  orders 
now  on  the  books  of  local  mills  exceed 
all  previous  records.  One  large  pro¬ 
ducer  is  quoted  as  saying  that  the  out- 
nut  of  their  mills  has  been  engaged  up 
to  July  of  next  year.  As  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  this  the  demand  for  both 
coal  and  coke  in  the  district  continues 
strong  and  prices  in  sympathy  with  the 
prices  of  both  steel  and  iron  have  an 
upward  tendency. 

Plans  in  detail  for  the  new  town  and 
factory  site  of  the  Jones  &  Laughlin 
Steel  Co.,  are  nearing  completion.  This 
project,  which  includes  the  covering 
of  nearly  eight  hundred  acres  of  ground 
about  twenty  miles  below  Pittsburg  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio  river,  is  one  of 
the  greatest  magnitude  and  is  second 
only  in  importance  to  the  plants  of  the 
United  States  steel  corporation. 

Coke  ovens  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  blast  furnaces  will  make 
ample  fuel  for  the  entire  plant.  This 
feature  of  modern  industrial  concentra¬ 
tion  is  unique  in  that  control  of  fuel  is 


largelv  in  the  hands  of  the  comnany. 
The  question  of  economy  and  time  will 
also  enhance  the  general  output. 

With  the  building  of  these  several 
hundred  coke  ovens  along  the  Ohio 
river  close  to  the  new  site  mentioned, 
the  upper  Ohio  will  present  as  busy  a 
sight  as  the  Monongahela  river  now 
shows.  The  Jones  &  Laughlin  Co. 
have  refused  all  overtures  up  to  the 
present  time  to  amalgamate  with  the 
United  States  Steel  Co.  and  are  suf¬ 
ficiently  strong  to  carry  to  completion 
all  the  necessary  demand  made  upon 
them  by  the  enormous  growth  of  their 
interests. 

Hon.  Geo.  F.  Huff,  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Congress  in  the  West- 
moreland-Butler  district,  won  out  with 
a  handsome  majority  in  the  recent  elec¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Huff  is  exceedingly  popular 
with  the  many  thousands  of  coal  miners 
who  work  for  the  different  companies 
in  which  he  is  interested,  and  it  was 
largely  due  to  their  efforts  and  their 
votes  that  he  obtained  such  a  handsome 
majority  in  the  present  election. 

The  long  drawn  out  strike  of  the 
miners  at  Creighton,  Pa.,  still  continues. 
President  Feehan,  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers,  states  that  the  strike  will 
continue  until  such  time  as  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Plate  Glass  Co.  sees  fit  to  sign 
the  scale  which  has  been  presented  to 
them.  The  glass  company,  on  the 
other  hand,  state  that  they  have  made 
their  final  offers  to  the  union  and  are 
satisfied  that  they  can  operate  their 
mines  without  any  aid  from  the  miners’ 
organization. 

Judge  John  D.  Thoper,  of  Common 
Pleas  Court  No.  2,  at  Pittsburg,  has 
handed  down  an  opinion  granting  a 
preliminary  injunction  in  the  suit 
brought  by  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Company 
against  the  Wes  tSide  Belt  Railroad 
Co.  and  others  to  restrain  them  from 
filling  up  the  landing  of  the  plaintiff 
company  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ohio 
river  at  Pittsburg.  There  is  consid¬ 
erable  complication  in  this  case,  re¬ 
sulting  from  years  of  different  owner¬ 
ship  and  use  of  the  space  in  question 
by  various  concerns  and  companies. 

Francis  L.  Robbins,  chairman  of  the 
board  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  did 
valued  work  in  the  recent  campaign  for 
the  Republicans  in  Pennsylvania  and 
is  deserving  of  much  praise  in  the  way 
in  which  he  handled  the  chairmanship 
of  the  committee  over  which  he  pre¬ 
sided.  Although  it  was  anticipated  that 
there  would  be  a  heavy  mining  vote 
polled  for  labor  candidates  the  result 
shows  that  the  men  that  labor  “under 
the  ground’’  are  satisfied  with  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  affairs  and  are  assured  that 
their  employers  in  their  mingling  with 
politics  still  look  after  the  individual 
interests  of  the  men  in  the  mines. 

The  local  river  interests  have  been 
solicited  by  shippers  to  relieve  the 
freight  congestion  caused  by  the 
shortage  of  cars  on  the  railroad. 
Shippers  have  been  anxious  for  the 
resumption  of  navigation,  orders  hav¬ 
ing  piled  up  on  them  during  the  last 
month  to  an  alarming  extent.  As  a 
result  the  wharf  boats  are  being  over¬ 
loaded  with  freight,  awaiting  the  reg¬ 
ular  running  of  packets.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  there  will  be  enough  boats  run¬ 
ning  to  carry  five  hundred  tons  a 
week,  which  will  greatly  relieve  the 
situation. 

A  rumor  has  been  prevalent  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  vicinity  for  a  number  of  days 
that  a  coal  famine  threatens  the  dis¬ 
trict.  These  rumors  have  caused  con¬ 
siderable  worry  among  consumers  not 
in  touch  with  the  situation.  While  it  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  there  is,  as 
has  existed  for  a  long  time,  a  shortage 
of  cars,  there  is  no  probability  of  there 
being  a  shortage  in  the  Pittsburg  coal 
supply.  W.  R.  Woodford,  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  is  authority  for  the 
statement  that  the  report  in  question 
is  absurd,  and  he  also  adds  that  there  is 
ample  coal  at  hand  to  meet  the  demand 
and  that  he  knows  of  no  reason  to  ex¬ 
pect  a  shortage. 


Other  prominent  coal  operators  of 
the  district  express  themselves  in  the 
same  line  as  Mr.  Woodford. 

The  many  friends  of  Frank  A.  Pren- 
dergast,  president  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Coal  Co.,  are  sympathizing  with 
him  over  the  loss  of  his  estimable  wife, 
which  occurred  at  their  summer  home, 
Ripley,  N.  Y.,  on  the  thirteenth  inst., 
of  pneumonia.  She  was  stricken  about 
the  time  she  was  preparing  to  return  to 
Columbus  after  an  absence  of  several 
months.  Mr.  Prendergast,  who  had  pre¬ 
ceded  her,  was  summoned  to  her  bed¬ 
side,  where  he  remained  during  the  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  of  her  illness.  The  deceased 
came  to  this  city  with  her  husband  in 
1881,  and  was  very  popular  in  social  and 
church  circles.  Interment  was  made  at 
Ripley  on  Monday  last. 

Mr.  Haggerty’s  errand  in  Pittsburg 
was  to  talk  over  with  the  officials  of 
district  5,  a  bill  for  the  installation  in 
mines  of  an  apparatus  that  shall  make 
casualities  like  the  Harwich  disaster 
an  impossibility.  The  measure  in 
question  was  introduced  at  the  last 
session  of  the  legislature,  but  did  not 
get  beyond  first  reading.  Mr.  Haggarty 
is  anxious  to  create  sentiment  for  it  that 
will  insure  its  enactment  at  the  coming 
session.  His  device  provides  for  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  underground  pipes  from  which 
men  who  are  entombed  may  receive 
air  until  their  rescuers  can  reach  them. 
Prominent  engineers,  who  have  inves¬ 
tigated  Mr.  Haggarty’s  device  and  plan, 
pronounce  it  feasible. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  has  just 
sold  five  thousand  acres  of  coal  land 
adjoining  the  property  of  the  Jones 
&  Laughlin  Steel  Co.  to  the  latter 
company.  The  property  is  located  in 
Washington  county.  The  tract,  which 
could  have  been  purchased  a  few 
years  ago  for  thirty  dollars  an  acre, 
was  sold  for  one  thousand  dollars  an 
acre.  The  Jones  &  Laughlin  Co. 
owned  twenty-five  thousand  acres  in 
the  county  before  making  this  pur¬ 
chase.  The  coal  mined  will  be  used 
exclusively  for  the  manufacture  of 
coke.  The  steel  concern  contemplates 
making  all  of  the  coke  used  at  their 
plants  in  Washington  county;  hitherto 
Connellsville  coke  has  been  used. 

The  crying  need  of  men  to  work 
in  the  mines  in  the  Pittsburg  district 
grows  each  and  every  day.  The  daily 
press  has  many  and  varied  “want” 
ads  for  miners.  Free  transportation, 
ftye  beds,  for  a  brie  ftime,  and  pos¬ 
sibly  free  grub,  have  been  or  will  be 
offered.  The  employment  agencies 
seem  powerless  to  aid  the  coal  pro¬ 
ducers,  and  in  many  cases  the  latter 
have  sent  out  one  or  more  men  to 
‘go  into  the  highways  and  byways 
and  compel  men”  to  go  to  work  for 
them.  There  seems  to  be  a  premium 
existing  at  present  on  a  coal  miner, 
and,  when  a  man  shows  up  at  a  coal 
company’s  office  and  represents  him¬ 
self  to  be  an  experienced  digger,  he 
is  considered  a  find. 

River  men  at  Pittsburg  are  asking 
for  an  appropriation  for  dam  No.  5  in 
the  Monongahela  river,  which  is  so  old 
fliat  it  is  an  obstruction  to  navigation. 
In  the  hills  of  West  Virginia,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Monongahela  river  are  coal 
veins  which  contain  thirty  feet  of  coal. 
With  such  a  large  amount  of  coal  in 
veins  about  _tep  feet  deep,  and  cheaper 
labor  and  living  expenses,  river  men 
contend  that  the  extra  cost  for  trans¬ 
portation  will  be  offset.  That  the  Mo¬ 
nongahela  river  will  lose  its  title,  "the 
busiest  river  in  the  world.”  is  not  be¬ 
lieved  by  those  who  see  the  great 
arnount  of  traffic  that  West  Virginia 
will  soon  furnish.  West  Virginia  coal 
will  then  be  brought  to  Pittsburg  by 
river  and  thence  to  the  southern  mar¬ 
kets.  The  charges  for  rail  transporta¬ 
tion  excludes  this  coal  from  these  mar¬ 
kets  now. 

To  formally  inaugurate  the  opening 
of  coal  nroperties  in  Washington  coun¬ 
ty  by  the  Wabash  railroad,  a  special 
train  _  containing  nearly  one  hundred 
prorninent  business  men  and  railroad 
officials  of  the  countr>'  and  coal  opera¬ 
tors  was  run  over  the  Wabash  to  the 
Cedar  Grove  mine  of  the  Washington 
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lal  Co.  during  the  week,  where  an 
;pection  was  made  of  the  new  mines 
the  company.  The  mine  examined 
IS  pronounced  by  the  visiting^  experts 
be  the  most  modernly  equipped  in 
estern  Pennsylvania,  being  supolied 
th  an  automatic  dump,  endless  chain 
luling  system,  electric  _  cutting  ma- 
lines  and  improved  airing  systems, 
he  present  capacity  of  this  one  tipple 
2,500  tons  of  coal  daily. 

Pittsburg  boat  builders  are  seriously 
insidering  the  project  of  building  tow 
lats  entirely  of  steel.  The  move  may 
volutionize  river  boat  construction, 
teel  boats  would  have  several  gr^t 
Ivantages  over  the  wooden  ones,  prin- 
pal  among  which  would  be  their 
rength.  Steel  boats  would  be  abso- 
itely  fireproof,  and  accidents  of  all 
inds  would  be  less  frequent.  The  only 
isadvantage  they  would  have  would  be 
lat  they  would  contract  more  heat.  At 
resent  the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Co.  are 
uilding  two  tow  boats  which  will  be 
II  steel  with  the  exception  of  the  cabin 
ecks.  Local  shippers  of  coal  by  river 
re  much  interested  in  the  project  of 
uilding  not  only  the  steamers  but  the 
arges  and  floats  entirely  of  steel,  and 
is  predicted  that  at  no  late  day  the 
oal  fleets  will  be  composed  of  steel 
teamers  and  barges. 

Five  hundred  coal  and  oil  prospecting 
censes,  for  which  the  provincial  gov- 
rnment  of  British  Columbia  has  re- 
eived  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  fees, 
ave  been  reduced  to  waste  paper  by 
he  finding  of  the  full  court  in  a  recent 
est  case.  Endless  confusion  has  been 
reated  as  to  the  ownership  of  coal  and 
lil  lands  in  the  interior  of  British  Co- 
umbia.  Men  who  have  improved  the 
iroperties  they  had  staked  in  good  faith 
lave  awakened  to  find  that  they  have  no 
egal  claim  to  them,  a  tremendous  crop 
)f  litigation  is  ready  for  the  reaping  of 
he  lawyers,  and  the  members  of_  the 
jovemment  themselves  are  not  unlikely 
o  become  defendants  personally  in  a 
icries  of  suits  to  recover  not  only  the 
Fees  collected,  as  it  now  turns  out,  with- 
jut  any  value  being  given  in  return,  but 
ilso  damages’  from  losses  caused  by  ac- 
repting  faulty  licenses  in  good  faith. 

Shippers  in  the  Pittsburg  district 
are  becoming  alarmed  at  the  contin¬ 
ued  car  shortage  and  the  scarcity  of 
laborers,  which  has  resulted  in  many 
of  the  railroads  issuing  a  circular  to 
the  shippers  explaining  the  condition 
of  affairs.  The  ralroad  officals  admit 
frankly  ,  that  there  is  a  shortage  of 
cars,  but  deny  that  there  is  a  scarcity 
of  men,  as  charged,  to  handle  the 


trains.  Some  roads,  however,  here, 
admit  that  a  large  number  of  addi¬ 
tional  train  men  could  be  used  and 
two  roads  entering  the  city  have  had 
large  posters  to  this  effect  circulated 
along  their  lines.  In  the  circular 
sued  to  the  shippers  the  railroad  om- 
cials  announce  that  hundreds  of  cars 
are  being  delivered  daily  to  the 
ufacturers  and  coal  shippers,  and 
that  there  has  been  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
last  few  weeks. 

The  new  State  Railway  Commission 
has  been  getting  busy  in  repilating 
several  matters  that  affect  the  coal 
trade.  An  amicable  agreement  was 
reached  a  few  days  ago  between  the 
commission  and  representatives  _  m  the 
railways  by  the  terms  of  which  _  the 
same  rates  shall  comply  to  competitive 
and  non-competitive  stations  in  the 
haulage  of  coal.  Under  existing  con¬ 
ditions  the  rates  to  certain  points  were 
in  excess  of  that  to  others  at  greater 
distance  from  the  mines,  because  the 
former  did  not  happen  to  be  railway 
junctions.  This  w'll  place  the_  small 
towns  having  but  one  railway  line  on 
the  same  footing  with  the  cities,  so  far 
as  the  proportionate  charge  for  the 
actual  number  of  miles  hauled  is  con¬ 
cerned.  The  railroads  professed  them¬ 
selves  favorable  to  tbis  change.  To  give 
ing  of  new  tariffs  this  ruling  will  not 
go  into  effect  until  January  first,  1907. 

After  several  years’  litigation  and 
idle  collieries,  owing  to  a  fight  among 
the  stockholders,  the  Natalie  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Natalie  railroad  are  both  ex¬ 
pected  to  resume  operations  in  the 
near  future,  or  as  soon^  as  the  new 
company  and  a  few  capitalists  under 
the  name  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Co. 
of  Pittsburg  is  organized.  Attorney 
A.  Leo  Weil  purchased  the  Natalie 
railroad  on  September  28  on  account 
of  the  bondholders,  who  are  the  pres¬ 
ent  owners  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  Co. 
of  Pittsburg,  and  who  owned  previous 
to  this  purchase  what  was  known  as 
the  Natalie  Coal  Co.  The  Natalie 
mine  stock  has  been  held  by  three 
Pittsburg  banks  and  although  the  col¬ 
liery  was,  when  in  operation,  a  heavy 
producer,  giving  employment  to  about 
l.tOO  men  and  boys,  owing  to  yie 
litigation  it  has  been  shut  down  for 
several  years  and  was  several  times 
put  up  at  public  auction. 

Between  300  and  400  miners,  rnost 
of  them  idle  and  of  their  own  volition, 
attended  a  mass  meeting  held  at 
Charleroi  during  'the  week.  The 
meeting  was  addressed  by  Frank 


Feehan,  president  of  District  No.  5, 
and  other  prominent  local  leaders. 
In  his  address  Mr.  Feehan  cautioned 
the  men  to  obey  the  law  strictly,  and 
told  them  that  no  good  could  come  of 
violation  of  the  injunction  now  in 
force  against  them.  He  further  stated 
that  negotiations  were  pending  for  a 
settlement,  and  that  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  the  company  would  be  licked, 
and  the  men  restored  to  their  old 
jobs,  .^nd  at  the  present  time  every 
one  of  tliese  miners  could  get  work, 
witt.in  easy  access  of  their  homes, 
at  other  mines,  and  could  get  a  pre¬ 
mium  on  their  labor.  But,  they  must 
wait;  wait  for  the  time  to  come  that 
they  can  say,  “we  licked  the  com¬ 
pany,”  even  though  they  nearly  starve 
in  the  meantime.  Further,  it  is  one 
hundred  to  one  that  when  these  same 
men  do  go  to  work  it  will  be  at  other 
places. 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 

149  BROADWAY, 

COR. LIBERTY  ST. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS.  * 


NEW  Exnd  RELAYING 

12  to  100  Ib.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

L.  B.  Foster  Co., 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBITRG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghlogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CONNELLSVILLE  and  W.VA.  COKE 


STEEL  RAILS 

We  buy  and  sell  all  sizes  of  New  and  Re¬ 
laying  Ralls.  We  have  in  stock  new  light 
rails  from  12-lb.  to  40-lb.  ready  for  quick 
shipment.  Please  communicate  with  us. 

IROX  CITY  STEEIj  company 
Bessemer  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


R  JV  I  Xv  S 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 


Frick  Building, 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


THE  COMING 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day,  of  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OUR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 

CUMBERLAND  COAL  CO. 

LAND  TITLE  BLDG.  911  BESSEMER  BLDG. 

PHILADELPHIA,  PA.  PITTSBURG,  PA. 


CD  DnUfMAM  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

a  U.  bUWIVIAN  ANTHRACITE-COKE- BITUMINOUS 


(SOLE  SHIPPER) 


“RELIANCE 
“Bnek  Itfonntain” 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh’ 
“Wilkes  Barre” 

And  other  grades  Anthracite 


“  LOPEZ” 

mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 
“Best”  Gas 
“White  Oak”  Steam 
And  other  grade.  Bitnmlnons 


Connelleville,  Latrebe,  Gallitzin  and  W  est  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  .r  Water  via  P .  R.  R..  P.  fit  R.  R.  R.. 

L.  V.  R.  R..  Erie  R.  R..  anl  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manuiactured  by  the 
AackeU  Screen  Co.,  Pre- 
donla,N.Y.,are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod- 
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erateln  price.  All  shipments  made  pronvptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia  N  Y 

We  have  so  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  In  the  west.  SACKETT  SUHEER  tU 


Mention  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  when  Writing  Advertisers 


II>  e  1  a  re , 


r^aokawanixa  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


S.  O.  SCHKNOK,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department!  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 
each  invoice  from  this  office. 


C.  L.  DERINC, 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 
1000-10  Old  Colony 


When  you  buy  “SCRANTON 
be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 
D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 
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Coi.UMiius,  Ohio,  Novemlier  10. — 
{Special  Correspondence.) — Warm  fall 
weather  has  set  at  rest  talk  of  further 
advance  of  prices  for  the  immediate  fu¬ 
ture.  'J'he  market  is  held  firm,  however, 
at  the  prevailing  circular  of  $2  for  do¬ 
mestic  lump.  Hocking  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  hy  reason  of  the  limited  output, 
incident  to  lack  of  shipping  facilities. 
Small  premiums  are  being  realized  in 
some  instances,  hut  this  feature  of  the 
trade  has  so  far  been  disappointing. 
'I'here  was  a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
the  more  sanguine  operators  that  when 
prices  were  not  formally  increased  on 
November  first  the  demand  would  force 
a  fancy  figure  from  bidders. 

This  market  has  been  receiving  more 
than  ordinary  attention  during  the  past 
week  from  Detroit  and  Chicago  jobbers, 
who  have  been  here  in  greater  numbers 
than  at  any  time  during  the  present 
season,  but  the  domestic  business  has 
not  been  materially  affected  thereby. 
No  one  reports  any  lack  of  trade,  as 
it  would  require  some  time  to  catch  up 
with  orders  already  booked,  but  new 
business  has  naturally  fallen  off  in  a 
degree  since  there  is  a  possibility  that 
winter  may  not  set  in  yet  for  some 
weeks.  This  state  of  affairs  is  looked 
upon  as  merely  a  short  respite  from 
the  clamor  for  coal  that  was  in  evidence 
during  October. 

It  is  predicted  that  the  first  spell  of 
sharp,  cold  weather  that  develops  will 
throw  the  market  into  a  panic.  The 
advices  of  local  operators  is  that  there 
exists  a  general  shortage  in  most  lo¬ 
calities  which  they  depend  upon  for 
a  winter  market,  and  speculations  as 
to  what  coal  will  bring  in  the  event 
of  a  season  of  severe  low  temperature 
reach  into  record-breaking  figures. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  market 
continues  to  be  the  demand  for  slack, 
a  coal  product  which  is  taking  the 
place  of  other  grades  of  steam  coal 
with  an  increasingly  large  number  of 
consumers.  The  circular  price  of  $1.10 
to  which  high  point  bids  have  been 
tending,  is  now  being  realized.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  operators  are  forced  to  buy  on 
the  outside  in  order  to  supply  their 
trade. 

Car  Shortage  Same. 

The  car  shortage  in  its  degree  of 
seriousness  from  week  to  week  appears 
to  be  a  matter  of  individual  experience. 
A  better  supply  is  reported  from  some 
sources,  while  others  claim  the  reverse. 
On  the  whole  the  situation  shows  no  im¬ 
provement,  a  conservative  estimate  plac¬ 
ing  the  shortage  at  about  thirty-five  per 
cent  of  the  demand  for  the  Hocking 
Valley.  Little  talk  is  heard  of  dis¬ 
crimination,  only  formal  complaint 
from  any  district  in  the  state 
being  from  the  Massillon  field, 

.where  operators  are  threatening 

to  invoke  the  authority  of  the 
state  railway  commission  to  decide 

whether  the  cars  bearing  the  name  of 
the  Hanna  Co.  are  really  its  property  or 
that  of  the  railroad.  The  independents 
state  that  this  proposed  action  has  al¬ 
ready  borne  fruit,  as  they  are  being 

taken  care  of  in  better  shape,  receiv¬ 
ing  a  mid-week  supply  for  the  first  time 
in  a  month. 

Local  coal  men  look  for  a  large  meas¬ 
ure  of  relief  if  the  agitation  in  favor 
of  raising  the  per  diem  charges  on  cars 
retained  by  connecting  railway  lines  re¬ 
sults  in  action  being  taken.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  low  rate  of  25  cents  the  coal  roads 
in  this  territory  are  great  sufferers  in 
being  kept  out  of  the  use  of  their 
equipment.  This  abuse  continues  to 
grow  at  such  a  rapid  rate  as  to  more 
than  offset  the  large  number  of  new 
cars  which  some  of  the  lines  have  re¬ 
ceived  within  the  past  year  or  two. 


Sentiment  is  in  favor  of  placing  the 
new  per  diem  at  not  less  than  75  cents. 

Box  car  shipment  to  western  and 
northwestern  points  is  in  unusually 
large  demand  just  now,  but  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  even  the  most  influen¬ 
tial  operators  to  secure  cars.  The  in¬ 
creased  value  of  coal  makes  shippers  at 
distant  points  more  anxious  to  protect 
cargoes,  and  the  extra  loading  charges 
of  10c  per  ton  are  willingly  paid. 

The  retail  coal  market  is  quiet,  as  a 
result  of  the  present  warm  weather. 
Prices  remain  very  firm  at  $3.50  for 
Hocking  and  West  Virginia  lump.  Po¬ 
cahontas  sells  for  $4.50  and  anthracite 
at  $7.25@7.50.  Nothwithstanding  the 
close  proximity  of  Columbus  to  the 
Hocking  coal  fields,  there  is  a  scarcity 
of  supply  here,  as  in  other  cities,  owing 
to  the  car  shortage. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railway  is  es¬ 
tablishing  classification  yards  at  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Dhio,  for  the  making  up  of  coal 
trains  from  the  eastern  Ohio  district. 
Similar  yards  are  to  be  located  in  wes¬ 
tern  Pennsylvania  and  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

W.  L.  Timmons,  president  of  the 
Zanesville  Coal  Co.,  was  in  town  on 
Tuesday. 

Lewis  J.  Hall,  retail  dealer  of  Mans¬ 
field,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  the  fore  part 
of  the  week. 

E.  J.  Bull,  of  the  Ohio  &  Michigan 
Coal  Co.,  Detroit,  was  one  of  the  out- 
of-town  callers  this  week. 

President  John  S.  Winder,  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  has  been  con¬ 
fined  to  his  home  by  slight  indisposi¬ 
tion. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  left  on  Monday  for 
a  trip  to  Chicago  and  other  western 
points. 

Charles  L.  France,  Toledo  manager 
for  Maynard  Bros.,  of  this  city,  was  in 
Columbus  on  Thursday  and  Friday  of 
last  week. 

J.  Will  Smith,  of  Pana,  Ill.,  whose 
mine  at  Gloucester,  Ohio,  recently  went 
into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  has  re¬ 
turned  home  from  a  trip  to  Columbus. 

Frank  Haas,  a  product  of  Ohio  State 
University,  this  city,  has  been  made  as¬ 
sistant  manager  of  the  Consolidated 
Fairmont  &  Somerset  Coal  Cos.,  at  Fair¬ 
mont,  W.  Va. 

E.  J.  Howe,  the  well-known  coal  man 
of  Findlay,  Ohio,  was  here  several  days 
last  week  in  the  interest  of  a  large  deal 
for  coal  lands  in  the  Pocohontas  field, 
which  he  has  under  consideration. 

The  many  friends  of  Ford  R.  Cate, 
secretary  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  are 
congratulating  him  upon  the  arrival  at 
his  home  of  a  fine  eight-pound  baby 
girl. 

The  postuoned  hearing  of  the  Ohio 
Shippers’  Association  before  the  state 
Railway  Commission  regarding  the  limi. 
of  time  for  free  unloading  of  cars  will 
occur  next  Wednesday.  A  number  of 
coal  men  will  be  present. 

Additional  space  is  being  taken  on  by 
the  Washington  Fuel  Co.,  in  the  Schultz 
building.  One  of  the  features  of  the 
re-arrangement  will  be  a  modern  pri¬ 
vate  office  fitted  up  for  the  use  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Manager  E.  R.  Hughes. 

The  Hocking  Coal  Exchange  prop¬ 
erty  has  been  incorporated  as  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  Exchange  &  Mining  Co.,  with 


a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  J.  P.  Comisky,  W.  H. 
Bennett,  S.  P.  Bennett,  Frank  T.  Kin- 
nison  and  Edna  B.  Bennett. 

Receiver  J  W.  Blower,  of  J.  Will 
Smith’s  mine,  has  put  the  plant,  located 
at  Gloucester,  Ohio,  into  active  operation 
again  and  ready  sale  is  being  found 
for  the  product,  limited  only  by  the 
scarcity  of  cars.  It  is  probable  that  a 
new  organization  will  soon  be  effected 
to  lift  the  receivership  and  take  over 
the  ])roperty. 

'I'he  new  Capitol  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
adojited  a  very  striking  trademark  in 
tlie  form  of  a  combination  of  the  four 
“Cs”  which  comprise  the  initials  of  its 
name,  set  in  a  diamond-shaped  border. 
.'Mthough  only  a  few  months  old,  this 
company  has  built  up  a  fine  trade,  which 
shows  a  marked  increase  from  month  to 
month.  This  showing  is  due  largely 
to  the  fact  that  all  of  those  connected 
with  the  enterprise  are  old  experienced 
coal  men. 

Work  on  the  million-dollar  brick  and 
clay  product  plant  of  the  Columbus  & 
Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  on  tlieir  lands 
in  the  valley  is  progressing  as  rapidly 
as  labor  for  construction  can  be  se¬ 
cured.  They  are  advertising  for  me¬ 
chanics  and  other  workmen,  of  which 
they  can  utilize  five  hundred.  It  is  e.\- 
pected  to  have  the  plant  in  partial  opera¬ 
tion  early  in  the  new  year.  The  course 
of  the  small  river  in  the  vicinity  has 
been  changed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
enterprise,  and  a  new  town  will  spring 
into  e.xistcnce. 

E.  F.  McManigal,  land  agent  of  the 
New  York  Coal  Co.,  who  is  a  member 
of  the  Columbus  common  council,  is 
being  complimented  for  the  concise  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  stated  the  present  coal 
situation  before  a  committee  of  that 
body  recently.  In  reply  to  popular 
clamor,  fostered  by  the  daily  press, 
against  the  increase  in  prices  to  the 
domestic  consumer,  he  showed  conclu¬ 
sively  that  the  advance  was  not  arbi¬ 
trary,  but  was  the  natural  result  of  pre¬ 
vailing  industrial  conditions. 

Some  very  effective  tests  were  made 
this  week  with  Maynard  Bros.’  new 
Henry  Clay  smokeless  coal,  at  the  re¬ 
tail  office  of  the  Brush  Creek  Coal  Co., 
which  fully  bear  out  the  high  character 
of  the  analysis.  Tests  made  with  both 
lump  and  fine  slack  show  this  fuel  to 
have  a  high  place  among  the  smokeless 
coals.  It  developed  an  intense  heat  en¬ 
ergy,  with  an  entire  absence  of  soot  and 
a  minimum  quantity  of  ash.  The  Henry 
Clay  Smokeless  comes  from  the  new 
Pike  county  district  of  Kentucky  and  is 
about  to  be  introduced  to  the  domestic 
trade. 

On  December  first  George  H.  Bee¬ 
son,  secretary  of  the  General  Hocking 
Coal  Co.,  will  sever  his  connection  with 
the  latter  concern  to  accept  the  position 
of  auditor  of  the  Jeffrey  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Co.,  of  this  city.  The  place  has 
just  been  created  and  carries  with  it  a 
very  handsome  salary.  The  tender  of 
the  office  to  Mr.  Beeson  is  a  high  com¬ 
pliment  to  his  abilities.  As  one  of  the 
largest  manufacturers  of  mining  ma¬ 
chinery  in  the  country  the  Jeffrey  Co. 
will  be  benefitted  in  having  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  an  experienced  coal  man  in  this 
capacit3'.  Mr.  Beeson  was  auditor  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  for  several  years 
preceding  the  recent  consolidation  of 
the  Morgan  interests. 

Advance  action  has  been  taken  by  the 
Hocking  Valley  and  the  Toledo  &  Ohio 
Central  lines  in  complying  with  the  rul¬ 
ing  of  the  State  Railway  Commission 
that  new  tariff  sheets  be  issued  before 
Feliruary  first,  1907,  giving  shippers 
the  right  to  deliver  freight  to  any  point 
on  any  railroad  within  the  state.  Here¬ 
tofore  a  mine  located  on  one  of  these 
lines  could  sell  coal  to  a  dealer  or  con¬ 
sumer  doing  business  on  a  competing 
coal  road,  as  the  railway  would  not 
accept  any  but  the  product  of  mines  on 
its  own  road.  The  doing  away  with 
such  arbitrary  restrictions  will  be  gen¬ 
erally  welcomed  by  the  coal  trade,  aside 
from  a  few  concerns  which  have  been 


peculiarly  benefitted  by  it.  It  is  held 
that  without  giving  anyone  a  special 
advantage,  it  will  eliminate  an  annoying 
feature  and  help  to  give  free  play  to  fair 
competition.  The  tariff  sheets  of  the 
two  lines  named  are  the  first  of  the  kind 
that  have  been  issued. 
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The  children  are  already  looking  northward  for  Kriss  Kringle. 
With  anxious  ear  they  are  trying  to  catch  the  sound  of  sleigh  bells. 
The  miniature  snow  storm  of  this  week  tended  to  make  the  market 
more  firm,  especially  on  domestic  sizes.  In  almost  every  part  of  the 
country  there  is  a  decided  strengthening  of  the  tone  of  the  market  and  it  is 
the  general  experience  of  selling  agents  that  the  demand  has  perceptiblj 
increased.  The  chief  factor  in  the  production  of  the  coal  supply  is  the 
shortage  of  cars  which  continues  at  about  the  same  proportion  as  last 
week.  Owing  to  the  increased  demands  of  consumers  the  yards  of  re¬ 
tailers  are  being  somewhat  depleted,  which  is  having  its  usual  effect 
upon  the  wholesale  trade.  Very  little  labor  trouble  is  predominant  through¬ 
out  the  mining  districts.  The  miners  on  the  whole  are  fairly  well  satisfied 
with  the  wage  scale,  the  only  severe  criticism  being  that  they  are  not  fur¬ 
nished  with  continuous  work.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  operators  of 
course,  who  are  not  in  a  position  to  operate  their  mines  continuously  on 
account  of  the  inadequate  transportation  facilities.  The  consumption  of 
coal  in  almost  every  part  of  the  country  is  greater  this  year  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  This,  no  doubt,  is  due  to  the  large  increase  in  industrial  activity 
throughout  the  country  together  with  the  increasing  population. 

The  operators  who  own  individual  cars  manage  to  get  fairly  good 
service.  How  they  will  come  out  when  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  requires  that  the  private  cars  shall  be  dispensed  with  is  a 
question  which  the  future  must  decide. 

Anthracite  Market  Strong. 

The  week  has  been  characterized  by  a  perceptible  increase  in  demand 
for  anthracite  in  practically  every  part  of  the  country.  This  has  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  the  first  aspects  of  winter  and  the  lateness  of  the  season.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  apartment  buildings,  flats  and  private  homes  have  now 
started  their  fires  for  the  winter  and  since  most  of  the  little  supply  of  coal 
which  they  had  on  hand  has  been  consumed  the  filling  up  of  the  coal  bins 
has  consequently  increased  the  current  demand.  The  amount  of  anthracite 
coal  coming  in  to  the  Chicago  market  this  year  by  boat  is  nearly  thirty 
per  cent  less  than  last  year  at  this  time.  To  this  shortage  should  be  added 
from  twenty-five  thousand  to  thirty-five  thousand  tons  lost  in  the  recent 
fire  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Calumet  dock  at  South  Chicago.  There  has  also 
been  a  shortage  of  about  seven  per  cent  in  rail  receipts  as  compared  with 
last  year,  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  operators  at  the  mines  to  secure 
sufficient  cars  to  transport  the  product.  These  facts  simply  go  to  show 
that  the  amount  of  rail  business  during  the  coming  winter  will  be  greatly 
augmented,  which  means  that  the  delivery  of  coal  on  current  orders  in 
many  cases  will  be  very  slow.  Retailers  are  already  beginning  to  regret 
that  they  did  not  accept  the  advice  of  many  of  the  selling  agents  early  in 
the  year  and  place  sufficient  stock  to  take  care  of  current  demand.  Dealers 
who  have  not  a  sufficient  quantity  of  coal  on  hand  to  cover  the  delays  which 
are  bound  to  exist  on  account  of  the  attendant  conditions  will  have  great 
difficulty  in  securing  enough  coal  to  satisfy  their  patrons. 

Bituminous  Market  Very  Firm. 

Some  of  the  bituminous  operators  are  now  wishing  that  some  of  the 
contracts  which  they  executed  last  summer  when  coal  was  low  were  in 
the  fiery  regions.  It  is  exasperating  to  be  compelled  to  get  only  sufficient 
coal  to  supply  regular  contracts  at  a  time  when  prices  for  coal  in  the 
open  market  are  so  attractive.  The  demand  for  steam  sizes  and  domestic 
lump  and  egg  is  very  firm  and  there  is  very  little  spot  coal  of  this  de¬ 
scription  available.  Mine  run,  however,  both  Illinois  and  Indiana,  is  more 
plentiful,  and  the  market  is  characterized  as  weak.  One  characteristic 
which  differentiates  the  market  this  season  from  the  usual  conditions  is 
the  predominance  of  smokeless  spot  coal.  Early  in  the  season  when  prices 
were  low  many  of  the  dealers  were  wise  enough  to  put  in  a  good  stock 
and  now  when  the  prices  have  advanced  they  are  not  in  the  market  for  as 
much  of  the  product  as  usual.  A  large  number  of  new  companies  are 
entering  the  bituminous  coal  field,  which  of  course  will  in  the  near  future 
increase  the  supply,  which  now  is  practically  equal  to  the  demand  at  a 
time  when  the  car  shortage  permits  only  about  fifty  per  cenc  operation. 
When  the  railroad  companies  get  in  a  position  to  furnish  enough  equip¬ 
ment  to  take  care  of  the  coal  it  may  be  possible  that  some  of  the  new 
operators  will  wish  they  had  not  gone  into  business.  Prices  are  being  fairly 
well  maintained  and  the  market  in  general  is  firm,  with  an  increasing  de¬ 
mand.  The  consumption  of  steam  sizes  is  constantly  increasing  both  on 
account  of  the  large  increase  in  industrial  activity  and  the  increasing 
amount  of  bituminous  used  in  furnaces.  There  is  a  perceptible  increase 
in  the  amount  of  Hocking'  and  Jackson  Hill  coming  into  this  market  from 
the  Ohio  field.  West  Virginia  coals  show  a  decided  decrease  in  supply 


and  the  amount  of  Illinois  coal  coming  into  the  western  markets  also 
shows  a  decided  increase,  especially  from  the  southern  district,  where 
the  coal  is  of  a  very  high  grade. 

Western  Markets  Very  Firm. 

The  Chicago  market  this  week  is  characterized  by  a  shortage  of 
Youghiogheny,  West  Virginia  splint  and  the  domestic  sizes  of  Carterville 
and  Sullivan  county  coals.  Prices  are  being  well  maintained,  with  the 
exception  of  mine  run  and  screenings.  The  demand  throughout  the  north¬ 
west  has  been  greatly  accentuated  and  the  stocks  of  retailers  are  in  very 
good  condition,  owing  to  the  fact  that  considerable  demurrage  coal  was 
found  recently  in  the  northwestern  markets,  which  gave  dealers  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  stock  up  their  yards.  Some  of  the  railroads  in  the  northwest 
have  placed  an  embargo  upon  cars  coming  to  Duluth  which  has  tended 
to  greatly  mitigate  deliveries.  This  condition  is  also  increased  by  the 
heavy  grain  movements  which  predominate  this  season  of  the  year.  A 
good  supply  of  coal  is  coming  from  the  Illinois  mining  districts  on  account 
of  the  loosening  up  of  the  ear  supply.  This,  however,  does  not  charac¬ 
terize  the  conditions  in  all  parts  of  the  Illinois  field.  The  prices  are  some¬ 
what  stronger  than  last  week,  although  the  dock  companies  are  making 
every  effort  to  hold  up  their  prices  to  cireular.  In  some  cases  sales  have 
been  known  to  have  taken  place  at  a  small  cut.  On  the  whole  prices 
are  very  firm. 

The  Hocking  Valley  is  characterized  by  a  great  shortage  in  cars  and 
it  is  believed  by  some  that  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  required 

tonnage  is  being  hauled.  Contractors  who  are  trying  to  buy  coarse  slack 

this  year  are  being  asked  forty-five  to  fifty  cents  in  advance  of  previous 
quotations.  The  prices  are  strong  in  the  Detroit  market  and  the  car  short¬ 
age  is  reported  worse  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry.  The  amount  of  coal  on  hand  at  steam  plants  is  very  small  and 
manufacturers  are  getting  worried  over  the  situation.  Retail  business  is 
very  active  and  in  one  Michigan  town  it  is  reported  that  not  any  of  the 
four  dealers  have  any  coal  on  hand.  Conditions  in  Indiana  are  about 
the  same  as  last  week.  The  mines  are  operating  only  about  half  the  time 
and  the  prices  to  the  retail  trade  are  very  strong.  The  southwestern  mar¬ 
kets  show  a  strong  tone  and  prices  have  not  been  advanced  during  the 

past  week,  although  the  demand  for  coal  is  excessive.  Much  interest  is 

shown  in  the  Kansas  City  district  over  the  investigation  of  the  special 
committee  of  the  United  States  senate  in  re  the  Ford-Chiles  coal  leases. 
In  general  all  of  the  western  markets  are  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition, 
with  the  demand  for  coal  greatly  exceeding  the  supply. 

Eastern  Markets  Very  Active. 

The  shortage  of  anthracite  in  the  eastern  markets  is  not  as  great  as 
characterizes  the  condition  farther  west.  Selling  agents  and  operators  are 
gratified  to  know  that  the  total  production  of  October  e.xceeded  their  ex¬ 
pectations.  The  amount  of  coal  mined  was  5,384,768  tons,  the  largest  pro¬ 
duction  in  that  month  and  exceeding  the  shipments  for  October,  1905,  by 
over  179.000  tons.  The  delays  in  shipment  to  the  eastern  markets  both  by 
navigation  and  rail  are  very  disappointing.  Box  cars  are  very  short  at  the 
mines  and  dealers  are  willing  to  accept  any  kind  of  a  car  which  will  carry 
coal.  The  line  trade  throughout  the  east  is  very  strong.  The  reduction 
of  stocks  in  consumers’  bins  on  account  of  the  cold  weather  during  the 
past  week  has  been  reflected  upon  both  retailers  and  wholesalers.  The 
seaboard  bituminous  trade  shows  continuous  improvement  as  the  season 
advances.  Prices  are  better  and  the  market  firmer.  There  is  an  embargo 
on  shipments  to  New  England  and  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  bitumi¬ 
nous  along  the  sound. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  very  active  and  on  the  whole  the  market 
is  characterized  by  a  very  healthful  condition.  The  Baltimore  district  shows 
better  prices  in  the  bituminous  market.  The  demand  for  coke  is  very 
strong  and  the  car  supply  in  the  anthracite  region  is  somewhat  better 
than  last  week.  Vessels  for  coastwise  shipments  are  in  good  demand 
and  the  freight  rates  are  on  the  upward  trend.  There  is  an  increase  of 
about  twenty  per  cent  for  southern  charters  and  even  at  this  high  tariff 
it  is  difficult  to  get  sufficient  bottoms  to  carry  the  coal  required  by  urgent 
demand. 

Conditions  in  the  Pittsburg  field  are  practically  the  same  as  last 
week.  A  careful  computation  of  the  car  situation  shows  that  there  is 
only  about  thirty-five  per  cent  freight  cars  to  carry  the  coal  required  by 
the  present  demand.  Shipments  of  both  coal  and  coke  show  an  increase 
over  last  week  and  over  twenty-five  million  bushels  of  coal  are  now 
standing  in  barges  waiting  for  a  rise  in  the  river.  Prices  are  firm  and  the 
trade  on  the  whole  is  highly  satisfactory  to  both  operators  and  sales  agents. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  Nov.  1G. 

During  the  past  week  the  mercury  fell  as  low 
as  twenty-nine  degrees  Fahrenheit  which  tended 
to  make  the  prices  on  all  domestic  grades  ot 
coal  more  firm.  1  he  only  feature  of  the  week 
which  warrants  attention  is  the  oversupply  ot 
smokeless  mine-run.  Many  of  the  selling  agents 
are  trying  to  hold  up  prices  to  the  circular,  which 
is  $1.35,  but  in  some  instances  it  is  claimed  that 
mine-run  is  being  purchased  as  low  as  $1.15.  1  he 

trend  of  prices  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week. 
The  demand  is  accentuated  for  almost  every  class 
of  coal  and  the  market  is  growing  stronger  on 
account  of  the  increasing  country  demand,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  cold  weather  which  is  greatly 
stimulating  orders.  The  amount  of  coal  coming 
into  this  market  has  not  notably  increased  during 
the  past  week.  The  increased  amount  of  smoke¬ 
less  spot  run-of-mine  is  not  due  so  much  to  the 
increase  in  supply  as  to  the  falling  off  in  demand. 
This,  no  doubt,  has  been  occasioned  by  the  tact 
that  prices  are  now  ten  cents  greater  than  earlier 
in  the  season  at  which  time  the  dealers  stocked 
up  their  yards  and  are  therefore  not  in  the 
market  for  large  quantities  of  this  class  of  coal 
at  present.  There  is  very  little  spot  coal  avail¬ 
able  in  other  grades  excepting  screenings  which 
are  a  little  stronger  than  last  week.  The  car 
supply  in  every  part  of  the  country  continues 
very  bad.  No  doubt  it  is  worse  in  Illinois  and 
West  Virginia  than  at  other  points.  In  the  near 
future  a  large  amount  of  high  class  freight  will 
enter  the  yards  preparatory  to  the  vast  holiday 
trade.  This  will  be  a  great  impediment  to  the 
switching  service  which  is  already  inadequate. 
Many  of  the  railroads  at  present  will  not  promise 
reconsignment  of  cars  in  less  than  ten  days  and 
in  some  cases  they  do  not  succeed  in  forward¬ 
ing  the  cars  to  their  destination  inside  of  two 
or  three  weeks.  Selling  agents  are  greatly  ham¬ 
pered  in  the  delivery  of  coal  owing  to  the  fact 
that  many  of  the  railroads  refuse  to  permit  their 
cars  to  leave  their  own  system.  This  necessitates 
the  ordering  of  the  coal  direct  from  the  mines, 
consuming  a  long  time  for  delivery.  The  strong¬ 
est  points  of  the  market  this  week  are  Youghio- 
gheny,  Fairmont  lump  and  Hocking  coal,  although 
the  Hocking  is  not  in  as  strong  demand  as  last 
week. 

Carterville  lump  and  Sullivan  county  lump  are 
also  characteristically  strong.  The  weakest  points 
of  the  market  are  screenings  and  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois  mine  run,  which  range  in  price  from  $1.10 
to  $1.05  respectively.  It  is  very  difficult  to  pre¬ 
dict  what  the  market  will  be  in  the  next  few  days, 
however,  but  it  is  a  rational  supposition  that  a  few 
continuous  days  of  cold  weather  would  rapidly 
dispose  of  all  the  coal  in  transit  and  on  the 
tracks,  thus  resulting  in  a  very  strong  demand. 
Dealers  who  have  not  yet  prepared  for  the  de¬ 
mands  of  their  trade  will  experience  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  coal  in  the  future.  One  selling 
acent  in  the  northwest  reports  that  he  just  re¬ 
ceived  some  cars  of  coal  that  were  ordered  last 
September. 

Anthracite  in  Firm  Demand. 

There  is  an  increase  in  the  demand  for  an¬ 
thracite  this  week,  owing  to  the  sudden  drop  in 
the  mercury.  The  supply  of  coal  coming  in  to 
market  is  a  little  greater  than  last  week.  The 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  storage 
dock  at  South  Chicago  will  have  some  effect  on 
the  prompt  delivery  of  coal  to  their  patrons. 
This  company,  however,  has  two  other  storage 
plants  in  Chicago,  and  four  at  Milwaukee  and  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes,  and  they  will  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  take  care  of  their  trade  fairly  well  al¬ 
though  it  will  be  necessary  to  fill  many  more 
orders  by  all-rail  shipments.  The  car  shortage 


continues  very  acute  and  greatly  affects  the 
prompt  delivery  of  coal  from  all  of  the  docks. 
Transportation  facilities  at  the  mines  continue 
about  the  same  as  last  week. 

Illinois  Coals  Very  Firm. 

Carterville  coals  continue  in  brisk  demand  and 
the  market  is  much  firmer  than  it  was  last  week. 
The  new  circular  advances  the  prices  on  domes¬ 
tic  to  $2.  The  price  of  screenings  is  a  littk  strong¬ 
er  and  the  demand  a  little  firmer.  Prices  sev¬ 
enty-five  cents,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.75,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Egg  and  lump  are  being  bought  at 
$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.05,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
with  a  strong  demand.  No.  1  washed  coal  is 
bringing  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  No.  2  washed  lump,  $1.80  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2  80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  with  a  fair  de¬ 
mand.  Country  business  no  doubt  is  taking  an 
increasing  amount  of  coal  at  the  mines  which 
has  tended  to  make  this  market  firmer. 

Wilmington  coal  is  characterized  by  nearly 
the  same  conditions  as  described  it  last  week. 
Lump  is  quoted  at  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  car  supply  has  not  im¬ 
proved  and  selling  agents  are  greatly  behind  on 
their  orders. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  operators  claim 
that  the  demand  is  much  greater  than  last  week, 
owing  to  the  country  business  and  the  increas¬ 
ing  requirements  of  the  northwest.  One  of  the 
Spring  Valley  mines  made  a  record-breaking 
shipment  again  this  week  to  the  Consolidated 
Fuel  Co.,  of  Fremont,  Neb.  The  order  was  placed 
Tuesday  afternoon,,  the  coal  loaded  Tuesday 
night  and  by  special  North-Western  coal  train 
arrived  in  Fremont  on  Wednesday  night  of  this 
week.  It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  shortage 
of  labor  in  the  Third  Vein  district  and  that  ari- 
other  mine  will  be  started  early  next  week  if 
sufficient  men  are  secured  to  begin  operation. 

Franklin  county  operators  are  very  optimistic 
over  the  present  state  of  the  market.  They  re¬ 
port  that  the  demand  is  increasing  and  that  if 
it  were  not  for  the  scarcity  of  cars  their  troubles 
would  not  assume  sufficient  proportions  to  war¬ 
rant  mentioning.  Mine  run  is  quoted  at  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg 
and  four-inch  lump,  $2@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  firm  demand. 

Du  Quoin  market  is  in  good  shape,  but  opera¬ 
tors  are  not  able  to  secure  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  coal  to  fill  orders  promptly.  The  car  shortage 
continues  very  bad  and  there  is  no  immediate 
hope  of  improvement.  No.  1  nut  is  bringing 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  $1.20  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
six-inch  egg  and  lump,  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  very  firm  mar¬ 
ket.  Mine  run  is  quoted  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  the  market  is 
somewhat  weak. 

Springfield  district  is  in  about  the  same  con¬ 
dition  as  last  week.  This  means  that  the  car 
service  is  very  poor,  perhaps  worse  than  at 
any  time  this  season.  Mine  run  has  been  bring¬ 
ing  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Egg  and  quarter-inch  lump  is  quoted  at 
$1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  with  a  firm  market;  six-inch  lump,  $1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  mar¬ 
ket  strong.  There  is  a  notable  increase  in  the 
demand  for  domestic  sizes. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Strong. 

Kanawha  selling  agents  claim  that  the  de¬ 
mand  for  domestic  sizes  is  very  strong.  Three- 
quarter  inch  lump  has  been  bringing  $1.05@ 
1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.55@3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Inch  and  a  half  lump,  $1.75@2  f.  o.  b. 


the  mine  or  $3.05@3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  the 
market  is  strong. 

WiNiFREDE  Splint  continues  in  strong  demand 
The  market  and  price  is  practically  the  same 
as  last  week;  egg  and  lump,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
$2.10,  or  $4  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  washed  egg,  $2 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Very 
little  of  this  coal  is  available  owing  to  the 
excessive  car  shortage  in  the  Winifrede  dis¬ 
trict. 

Black  Band  is  in  good  demand  and  con¬ 
tinues  to  bring  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  docks, 
$4.50.  The  car  shortage  is  worse,  if  possible, 
this  week  than  last.  This,  however,  does  not 
seriously  affect  the  production  of  the  mines, 
since  a  large  amount  of  the  Black  Band  prod¬ 
uct  is  transported  by  boat  and  goes  to  the 
eastern  market.  The  demand  continues  very 
firm. 

I'liE  New  Ri\ter  market  is  not  as  stable  as 
last  week  in  respect  to  mine  run,  on  which  the 
demand  is  somewhat  weak.  Prices,  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  are  $1.15@1.35,  or  $3.20@3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  There  is  quite  a  large  amount  of  spot 
mine-run  available.  Eg"  and  lump  are  scarce  and 
bringing  at  the  mines  $2.25,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  market  firm.  The  eastern  demand  for 
smokeless  is  increasing  and  will  no  doubt  miti¬ 
gate  the  supply  coming  westward  which  will 
tend  to  strengthen  this  market.  Many  of  the 
dealers  no  doubt  have  heavy  stocks  of  smoke¬ 
less  which  were  placed  earlier  in  the  season 
when  the  prices  on  mine  run  were  lower.  This 
is  having  its  usual  effect  at  this  time  on  cur¬ 
rent  demand. 

Fairmont  operators  claim  the  car  shortage 
is  a  little  greater  than  last  w’eek.  Selling 
agents  are  away  behind  on  orders  and  there  is 
little  hope  of  an  increase  in  the  supply  of  coal 
in  this  market  in  the  near  future.  Three- 
quarter  inch  lump  at  the  mines  is  selling  at 
$1.50@l.e0,  or  $3.40@3.50,  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Pocahontas  is  in  little  better  shape  than 
New  River.  The  demand  for  mine  run  is  w'eak 
and  in  some  cases  is  bringing  $1.20@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  min^s,  or  $3.25@3.40  Chicago.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  egg  and  lump  is  firm  and  prices  are 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  It  is  e.xpected  that  the  embargo  at 
Columbus  on  the  Big  Four  railroad  will  no 
doubt  affect  the  supply  of  coal  coming  into, 
this  market. 

Indiana  Coals  Firm. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  operators  claim 
the  demand  for  Indiana  product  is  increasing. 
The  conditions  are  about  the  same  as  last 
week;  mine  run  is  worth  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  lump,  $1.70 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
demand  for  domestic  sizes  is  strong,  but  only 
firm  on  mine  run.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump 
is  quoted  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Clinton  operators  claim  the  prices  and  de¬ 
mand  this  week  are  practically  the  same  as 
characterized  the  market  last  week.  Mine  run 
is  firm  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.95  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  bringing 
at  the  mines  $1.00,  or  $2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
four-inch  lump  is  worth  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  car  supply  is 
fairly  good,  but  there  is  not  a  sufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  to  take  care  of  urgent  orders. 

Brazil  Block  is  characterized  by  an  increasing 
demand.  Operators  are  nroducing  only  about  thir¬ 
ty-five  or  forty  per  cent  of  the  normal  produc¬ 
tion  and  are  behind  on  their  orders,  although 
these  are  in  better  shape  than  last  week.  This 
grade  of  coal  is  bringing  at  the  mines  in  open 
cars  $2.40  and  $2.50  in  box  cars,  or  $3.20  for 
open  and  $3.30  for  box  cars  at  Chicago. 
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Youghiogheny  operators  are  not  able  to  pro¬ 
duce  nearly  enough  coal  to  take  care  of  the 
urgent  orders  of  the  western  market.  There¬ 
fore  Youghiogheny  is  one  of  the  strongest 
coals  this  week.  Prices  continue  about  the 
same,  however,  as  were  quoted  in  the  last  is¬ 
sue.  Nut  coal  is  in  good  demand  and  is  worth 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  .or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Three-quarter  inch  lump,  $1.75@1.85  f. 
o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
with  a  very  strong  demand. 

Kentucky  Coal  Very  Scarce. 

Selling  agents  handling  the  Kentucky  prod¬ 
uct  say  that  they  have  received  so  little  coal 
during  the  past  week  that  they  have  not  been 
in  a  position  to  spread  out  the  coal  on  urgent 
back  orders.  The  car  shortage  is  growing 
more  acute  every  day,  and  this  together  with 
the  increasing  demand  of  the  southern  mar¬ 


ket  tends  to  greatly  reduce  the  supply  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  coming  to  this  market.  The  price 
at  Chicago  is  $4.25,  with  a  very  strong  de¬ 
mand. 

Coke  Market  Very  Firm. 

The  demand  for  coke  in  the  western  market 
continues  very  strong  and  western  selling 
agents  are  not  able  to  secure  sufficient  quanti¬ 
ties  to  supply  contracts.  By-product  foundry 
coke  has  been  bringing  this  week  $G.25@0.50; 
Wise  county  West  Virginia  seventy-two-hour 
foundry  coke,  $6.50@6.75;  by-product  domestic 
coke  $5@5.25;  West  Virginia  forty-eight-hour, 
$5.65,  with  a  strong  market;  West  Virginia 
seventy-two-hour  coke,  $5.90@6.15;  Connells- 
ville  seventy-two  hour  foundry  coke,  $G.75@ 
6.90.  All  the  above  quotations  are  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Ohio  Coals  Active. 

Jackson  Hill  coal  is  in  practically  the  same 
demand  as  last  week.  The  car  shortage  is  also 


about  the  same,  which  means  on  the  whole 
very  bad.  Prices  are  maintained  at  $2.50  open 
cars  and  $2.60  box  cars,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$4.15  open  and  $4.25  box  cars,  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  with  very  little  spot  coal  available. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  continues  scarce,  and  the 
car  shortage  is  very  acute.  Very  little  of  this 
coal,  comparatively,  is  coming  into  this  mar¬ 
ket,  and  dealers  are  clamoring  to  have  back 
orders  promptly  filled.  Inch  and  a  quarter 
lump  at  the  mines  is  worth  $1.75,  or  $3.40  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago. 

Hocking  coal  is  more  plentiful  this  week 
than  last.  Prices,  however,  are  about  the 
same;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  continues  to  sell 
at  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  There  is  some  talk  that  selling  agents 
are  receiving  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
prices  on  this  grade  of  coal  are  very  high  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  there  will  be  any  ad¬ 
vance. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  14. —  {Special 
Correspondence.) — Last  week’s  forms  will  not 
do  for  this  week  so  far  as  the  general  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  market  is  concerned.  The  weak¬ 
ness  noticeable  last  week  in  certain  quarters 
has  disappeared,  and  some  of  the  same  per¬ 
sons  and  companies  which  last  week  reported 
that  they  could  fill  orders  immediately,  and 
found  the  market  on  smokeless  coal  rather 
weak,  were  buying  coal  this  week  to  fill  their 
orders,  and  a  generally  healthy  condition  of 
the  market  is  the  feature  this  week.  Prices 
are  practically  unchanged.  In  the  same  breath, 
or  in  the  same  line,  it  must  be  said  that  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  coal,  and  the  price  is  a  second¬ 
ary  consideration. 

Two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines  is  a  fair  quotation  on  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  lump  and  egg  with  the  market 
quite  strong.  Two  dollars  is  the  lowest  price 
heard  for  good  splint  lump  at  the  mines,  and 
a  number  of  companies  are  asking  a  great  deal 
more  than  this.  Splint  run-of-mine  is  very  firm 
at  $1.25@1.50  and  smokeless  has  about  the 
same  range  of  price,  with  deliveries  a  little 
better  on  smokeless  than  splint.  Nut  and 
slack  is  in  good  demand  at  from  80  cents  up¬ 
ward  at  the  mines.  There  is  absolutely  no 
improvement  in  the  car  service  on  any  of  the 
roads  handling  coal. 

Large  River  Shipment. 

The  river  dealers  were  lucky  again  this  week 
in  receiving  upward  of  a  million  bushels  from 
the  mines  by  river.  The  market  was  so  bare 
of  river  coal,  however,  that  this  amount  of 
coal  was  quickly  absorbed  by  the  local  ele¬ 
vators,  and  prices  were  not  affected  in  the 
least.  Most  of  the  first  class  lump  coal  that 
was  sold  during  the  week  brought  eight  cents 
a  bushel,  while  a  little  of  the.  amount  brought 
eight  and  one-quarter.  Nut  and  slack  in 
barges  is  worth  from  5k2@6k2  cents  a  bushel 
afloat. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  fair,  and  prices 
are  well  sustained.  Standard  splint  is  worth 
$3.50  a  ton  delivered  to  families,  while  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  bring  $4.25  a  ton.  An¬ 
thracite  is  $7.50  and  nut  and  slack,  for  steam 
purposes,  ranges  from  $1.90  to  $2.25  a  ton  de¬ 
livered.  Coke  is  quite  strong  at  former  quo¬ 
tations. 

Winifrede  Co.  Buys  Belmont  Coal  Co. 

The  Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  largest  of  the  Kanawha  coal  producing 
companies,  has  just  bought  outright  the  coal 
lands,  tipples,  and  other  properties  of  the  Bel¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.  The  Belmont  Co.  is  located  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Kan¬ 
awha  river,  seven  miles  east  of  Winifrede,  and 
consists  of  eleven  hundred  acres  of  coal  lands 
with  mines  having  a  present  producing  cap¬ 
acity  of  four  hundred  tons.  The  Winifrede 
•  Co.  will  take  steps  at  once  to  increase  this 
output  to  seven  hundred  tons  or  more.  With 


the  acquisition  of  this  property,  the  Winifrede 
Co.  becomes  the  owner  of  twelve  thousand 
acres  of  coal  lands  and  six  producing  mines, 
with  a  daily  output  of  nearly  3,500  tons.  The 
present  selling  organization  of  the  Winifrede 
will  take  care  of  the  additional  tonnage. 

Another  Coal  Run  from  the  Kanawha. 

The  recent  rains  were  just  sufficient  to  make 
a  nice  little  rise  out  of  the  Kanawha  river,  and 
not  quite  enough  to  let  the  Pittsburg  shippers 
out  with  their  fleets  of  coal.  Eight  or  nine 
medium  sized  tows  of  Kanawha  coal  were 
brought  into  this  market  during  the  week,  be¬ 
sides  two  tows  of  Island  Creek  coal,  which 
is  loaded  into  barges  at  Huntington,  W.  Va. 
This  rather  large  amount  of  coal  comes  in 
when  it  is  badly  needed  by  the  river  elevators, 
and  it  kept  quite  a  number  of  concerns  from 
going  into  their  yards  for  coal.  As  it  is  now, 
they  can  go  ahead  elevating  from  the  river, 
and  thus  save  their  yard  coal  for  times  of 
greater  scarcity  and  possibly  higher  prices. 
The  names  of  the  towboats  bringing  in  the 
precious  black  diamonds  this  week  were  the 
Otto  Marmet,  Lucie  Maririet,  Winifrede,  Val. 
P.  Collins,  Catherine  Davis,  Robert  P.  Gill- 
ham  and  J.  T.  Hatfield.  All  of  the  boats  have 
gone  back  to  the  mines  with  tows  of  empty 
barges. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Clem  Heck,  Skout  of  the  Order  of  KoKoal, 
and  general  good  fellow,  was  a  Cincinnati 
business  visitor  this  week. 

Capt.  Oscar  F.  Barrett  has  had  his  tow¬ 
boat,  the  John  Mackey,  rebuilt  at  Point  Pleas¬ 
ant,  W.  Va.,  and  has  changed  her  name  to 
Major  Slack.  Major  Slack  is  Captain  Barrett’s 
brother-in-law. 

Col.  J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the 
Island  Creek  Fuel  Co.,  spent  several  days  here 
this  week,  pushing  forward  the  work  on  his 
big  new  coal  elevator  at  Sekitan,  a  few  miles 
below  this  city. 

The  Mount  Morgan  Coal  Co.’s  mines  and 
properties  at  Williamsburg,  Ky.,  have  been 
sold  to  W.  T.  Underwood  and  associates  of 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  for  over  $100,000.  Mr.  Un¬ 
derwood  will  greatly  improve  the  properties. 

R.  G.  Chatfield,  representing  the  Chatfield 
Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  the  Blackstone 
building,  Ashland,  W.  Va.,  was  a  pleasant 
visitor  Wednesday  at  the  Cincinnati  office  of 
The  Black  Diamond.  Mr.  Chatfield  repre¬ 
sents  a  number  of  mines,  but  is  pushing  his 
Elkhorn  smokeless  most  at  this  time. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  records 
for  the  month  of  October  show  that  the  receipts 
of  rail  coal  at  Cincinnati  during  the  month  were 
9,964  cars,  compared  with  receipts  of  7,382  cars 
during  the  same  month  last  year.  1  he  shipments 
during  October,  1906,  were  4,001  cars,  while  llm 


shipments  during  the  same  month  last  year  were 
4,688  cars.  The  receipts  of  anthracite  were 
eighty-five  cars  this  year  compared  with  re¬ 
ceipts  of  thirty-two  cars  during  the  same  month 
last  year. 

Peter  R.  Budd,  formerly  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Collier-Budd  Coal  Co.,  of 
this  city,  and  later  largely  engaged  in  the 
Pittsburg  coal  trade,  has  gone  into  the  auto¬ 
mobile  business  in  Pittsburg,  and  is  now  E,resi- 
dent  of  the  Hiland  Automobile  Co.,  a  corpora¬ 
tion  of  $100,000.  Mr.  Budd  is  an  enthusiastic 
automobilist  himself. 

G.  W.  and  A.  L.  North  &  Co.,  Rising  Sun, 
Ind.,  were  visitors  in  the  coal  corner  on 
’Change  Wednesday.  These  gentlemen  control 
the  coal  business  of  Rising  Sun,  one  of  the 
prettiest  little  cities  on  the  Ohio  river.  Their 
principal  business  is  selling  Raymond  coal, 
which  they  get  by  the  barge  load.  Rising 
Sun  is  reached  only  by  river. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  manager  of  the  White  Oak 
Coal  Co.,  whose  offices  are  located  in  the 
Union  Trust  building,  has  just  returned  to 
Cincinnati  from  attending  the  funeral  of  his 
father-in-law.  General  St.  Clair,  of  Fayette¬ 
ville,  W.  Va.  General  St.  Clair  was  well 
known  in  Cincinnati,  having  had  a  great  deal 
of  business  with  the  various  coal  men.  He 
was  interested  in  many  coal  deals  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

The  Ward  Engineering  Works  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  has  just  completed  a  large  new 
towboat  of  a  new  and  improved  type  at  a  cost 
of  upward  of  $.50,000.  Mr.  Ward  is  about  the 
only  builder  of  towboats  in  the  country  that 
has  made  any  improvements  during  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  He  builds  a  light  draft, 
screw  propeller  steamer.  His  works  have 
built  the  boilers  for  quite  a  number  of  the 
LTnited  States  war  vessels. 

The  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  has  been  super¬ 
seded  by  a  newly  incorporated  company,  called 
the  Island  Creek  Fuel  Co.  E.  P.  Merrill  is 
president,  and  J.  C.  Beedle  is  general  manager. 
The  change  in  name  was  thought  desirable  for 
advertising  reasons,  the  company  being  simply 
the  transportation  end  of  the  United  States  Coal 
&  Oil  Co.,  which  produces  Island  Creek  coal  ex¬ 
clusively,  and  which  coal  is  sold  exclusively  by 
the  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

William  Brown  and  William  E.  Brown  have 
filed  suit  in  the  superior  court  to  recover  $1,500 
for  W.  R.  Ballou  as  commissions  on  the  sale 
of  stock  in  the  Phoenix-Jellico  Coal  Co.  The 
charge  is  made  that  Ballou  owned  $50,000 
worth  of  the  stock  which  he  asked  the  Browns 
to  sell  for  him,  offering  them  $1,500  if  they 
would  get  $25,000  for  the  stock.  They  claim 
that  they  made  the  sale  September  first  last,  and 
that  payment  of  their  commission  was  refused. 
Therefore,  they  sought  to  attach  funds  and 
collateral  in  the  hands  of  Prescott  Smith  as 
trustees. 
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West  Virginia  Mining  News. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  November  14. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — If  the  Wheeling  and  lair- 
mont  districts  are  an  example,  and  the  indica¬ 
tions  are  all  in  that  direction,  price  is  no  con¬ 
sideration.  The  paramount  consideration  is 
cars,  and  without  these  for  delivery,  flattering 
offers  have  to  he  turned  down. 

j  Icrcabouts  run-of-mine  at  the  mines  can 
bring  $1.35,  the  highest  notch  for  many  a  day. 
Yet  operators  have  to  let  the  opportunity  go 
hy  and  take  care  of  their  regular  trade  at 
prices  made  months  ago. 

It  is  a  familiar  story,  hut  particularly  im¬ 
pressive  just  now,  that  car  shortage  is  a  text 
for  reasonable  complaint.  No  other  factor 
enters  into  the  situation  at  present,  and  a  man 
with  free  coal  could  reap  a  harvest. 

More  than  a  thousand  miners  employed  by 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  were  forced  to  be  idle 
for  two  or  three  days  at  a  stretch  early  this 
week.  This  was  the  first  instance  in  a  long 
period  when  such  an  important  suspension  be¬ 
came  necessary. 

Fifty  Cars  for  Nineteen  Mines. 

For  the  nineteen  mines  of  the  company  near 
Clarksburg  there  was  a  total  of  only  fifty  cars 
during  that  time.  Slight  shortages  have  oc¬ 
curred  right  along,  but  the  company  has  man¬ 
aged  to  strike  a  fair  average  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  by  the  hardest  efforts  and  thus  furnish 
fair  time  for  the  miners. 

The  lack  of  cars  works  doubly  hard  on  op¬ 
erators  this  season  in  view  of  the  scarcity  of 
labor.  Men  who  can  not  get  full  or  nearly  full 
time  are  only  too  willing  to  leave  for  other 
regions  where  there  are  more  inviting  pros¬ 
pects. 

West  Virginia  operators  have  held  theii 
own  in  the  labor  field  in  the  face  of_  sharp  com¬ 
petition  from  the  operators  of  adjoining  states 
v/ho  want  men  and  who  have  sent  agents  with 
bonuses  into  this  field.  Consequently  they 
feel  a  car  shortage  from  the  effect  it  has  in 
limiting  their  trade  with  the  consumer  and 
also  in  the  effect  it  has  of  alienating  some  (d 
their  best  workers. 

Sales  Agency  Organizer  Dies. 

The  death  has  recently  occurred  of  Gen.  J. 
W.  St.  Clair,  of  Fayette  county,  for  many 
years  counsel  for  New  River  coal  companies 
and  through  whose  efforts  largely  the  sales 
•agency  system  was  perfected  in  that  region, 
whereby  ruinous  competition  was  done  away 
with.  He  showed  a  masterly  genius  in  that 
respect.  He  was  also  of  great  service  in  re¬ 
sisting  the  efforts  of  strike  agitators  to  make 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  November  14. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — A  peculiar  condition  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  car  shortage  in  this  city  is  the  fact 
that,  while  coarse  coal  is  a  scarce  article  and 
the  railroads  are  gobbling  it  up  with  rapacity 
bordering  on  desperation,  fine  coal  is  compara¬ 
tively  easily  secured,  though  the  price,  even  for 
coarse  slack  and  nut,  pea  and  slack  js  stiff. 
Prices  are  soaring  and  are  likely  to  be  higher  in 
a  sliort  time  than  they  have  been  in  the  last 
four  years.  Hocking  slack  is  being  sold  for 
ninety  cents,  and  nut,  pea  and  slack  brings  one 
dollar.  West  Virginia  slack  has  reached  the 
dollar  mark.  For  the  coarser  grades  no  prices 
are  quoted,  and  jobbers,  when  asked  what  they 
are  getting,  answer  by  saying  they  are  “lying 
low.” 

Car  Shortage  Worse  Than  Ever. 

4 

\ 

The  car  situation  is  constantly  getting  worse 
and  it  is  predicted  that  if  zero  weather  should 
strike  the  middle  west  the  railroads  may  find 
themselves  badly  cramped. 

The  only  question  which  the  coal  men  are 
concerned  about  today  is:  “How  shall  we  take 
care  of  our  orders?”  The  piles  of  the  consumers 
are  getting  low  and  many  a  big  steam  plant  is 
mighty  near  out  of  the  product.  The  Michigan 


headway.  He  showed  his  physical  bravery  on 
occasions  when  it  took  cool  bravery  to  deal 
openly  with  lawless  elements  in  poorly  po¬ 
liced  territory. 

Eleven  tracts  of  coal  land  have  been  sold 
by  commissioners’  sale  at  Morgantown  to  Capt 
E.  C.  McCormick,  for  $05,000.  The  coal  is 
near  the  Monongahela  river  and  the  Fairmont 
&  Morgantown  branch  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad.  Captain  McCormick  bought 
the  land  for  speculation  and  already  two  or 
three  unknown  parties  have  indicated  a  desire 
to  take  it  off  his  hands  at  a  good  advance. 

Dr.  I.  C.  White,  the  state  geologist  and  an 
eminent  authority  on  the  mineral  formations 
of  West  Virginia,  is  out  in  advocacy  of  legis¬ 
lative  restrictions  on  the  waste  of  natural  gas 
in  the  producing  fields.  Another  effprt  to  lim¬ 
it  the  exportation  of  the  fuel  to  Ohio,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  other  states  will  be  made  at  the 
coming  legislature.  They  will  pattern  after 
the  Indiana  law.  The  Indiana  method  is  to 
limit  the  amount  of  pressure,  in  this  way  evad¬ 
ing  a  clear  embargo,  since  it  is  a  constitutional 
question  whether  a  state  has  the  right  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  exportation  of  any  commodity. 

Natural  Gas  Rates  Advancing. 

Even  in  West  Virginia,  and  particularly  Ohio 
Valley  industrial  communities,  the  decline  of 
natural  gas  is  seen  in  the  increased  rates  en¬ 
forced  by  the  companies.  The  companies  are 
becoming  indifferent  to  the  trade  of  mills  and 
furnaces  in  this  section  when  they  can  easily 
get  higher  prices  by  piping  the  gas  for  do¬ 
mestic  consumption  to  remoter  points  in  other 
states.  West  Virginia  is  now  the  leading  gas- 
producing  state  in  the  Union,  but  when  its 
gas  shows  an  appreciable  decline  coal  must  get 
the  benefit  proportionately. 

The  state  commission  to  revise  the  mining 
laws  has  decided  to  submit  its  report  to  a  sub¬ 
committee  for  preparation.  Any  drastic  mea¬ 
sures  will  naturally  arouse  opposition  from  op¬ 
erating  interests  if  designed  simply  to  harass 
them. 

Michael  T.  Roach,  of  the  Paint  Creek  col¬ 
lieries’  management,  and  John  Nugent,  the 
state  miners’  president,  were  elected  on  the 
same  ticket  in  Kanawha  county,  to  serve  in 
the  legislature. 

Jairus  Collins,  a  well  known  operator  on  the 
the  Norfolk  &  Western,  failed  of  election  to 
the  state  senate  by  a  few  hundred  votes,  but 
made  a  good  fight  against  odds,  running  in 
advance  of  his  ticket. 


Coal  Trade. 

Central  railroad  has  not  confiscated  any  _  more 
coal  this  week,  but  it  is  buying  wherever  it  can 
find  a  man  who  has  any  coal  to  sell.  The  same 
is  true  of  other  roads  running  into  Detroit. 

Local  shippers  are  much  interested  in  the  pro¬ 
posed  increase  of  the  per  diem  charge  to  rail¬ 
roads  for  the  use  of  cars  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  cents.  It  is  contended  that  such  a  step 
would  greatly  ease  the  car  situation  by  forcing 
roads  to  return  empties  more  promptly  or  buy 
cars  of  their  own.  As  it  is  now,  it  is  cheaper 
for  railroads  to  rent  cars  than  it  is  to  buy  them. 

Hard  Coal  Getting  Scarce. 

Nor  is  the  car  situation  in  anthracite  circles 
any  better.  In  fact,  the  sales  agents  are  worried. 
'I'hough  the  consumers  are  not  likely  to  suffer, 
for  if  they  cannot  get  their  supply  from  one 
dealer  they  can  get  it  from  another,  but  many  re¬ 
tailers  are  not  able  to  supply  their  customers. 
For  instance,  in  the  city  of  Flint,  Mich.,  four 
dealers  are  entirely  out  of  coal. 

A  prominent  sales  agent  has  received  from 
Buffalo  a  letter  stating  that  “the  stringency  in 
the  car  supply  continues  and  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  get  hold  of  any  box  cars.  We  can¬ 
not,”  the  writer  continues,  “promise  anything 
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definite.  All  the  shipping  interests  are  in  the 
same  shape.  We  promise  our  customers  that  we 
will  do  the  best  we  can,  but  will  not  guarantee 
any  shipments.” 

GENERAL  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

H.  A.  Ainsworth,  of  Grand  Rapids,  a  promi¬ 
nent  coal  man,  was  in  Detroit  last  Tuesday. 

C.  B.  Grander,  general  manager  of  the  A.  J. 
Malcolmson  Co.,  has  returned  from  Pittsburg. 

J.  T.  Sinclair,  one  of  the  largest  retailers  in 
the  citj',  has  moved  into  his  new  office  in  Gratiot 
avenue. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  this  city  held  a 
meeting  last  week  to  take  action  to  prevent  the 
stealing  of  coal  from  the  cars  on  the  railroad 
tracks.  Organized  gangs  of  thieves  are  going 
about  making  sad  havoc  and  dealers  complain 
that  neither  the  railroads  nor  the  police  are  fur¬ 
nishing  the  proper  protection.  An  organization 
was  perfected  for  mutual  protection. 


Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  November  15. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  special  committee  of  the 
United  States  senate  met  in  Kansas  City  yes¬ 
terday  preparatory  to  going  to  the  Indian  Terri¬ 
tory  to  investigate  Indian  affairs  and  report  their 
findings  to  the  senate.  The  committee  spent  the 
entire  day  at  the  Baltimore  Hotel,  considering 
the  Ford-Chiles  coal  leases,  in  which  the  lessees 
were  represented  by  Attorneys  G.  B.  Silverman 
and  E.  C.  Wright.  Voluminous  documents  and 
certified  copies  of  titles  and  department  corre¬ 
spondence  were  submitted  to  the  committee, 
which  at  the  close  of  the  hearing  announced 
that  it  would  investigate  the  claims  and  report 
the  findings  to  the  senate  at  the  coming  short 
session  next  month. 

According  to  the  contention  of  the  lessees, 
the  Ford-Chiles  leases  covering  a  coal  field  area 
of  eight  miles  by  fifteen,  and  valued  at  several 
million  dollars,  are  located  in  the  Colgate-Lehigh 
district  in  the  Choctaw  nation.  They  were  taken 
at  the  time  when  all  restrictions  on  the  Indians’ 
right  to  lease  mineral  lands  were  removed  and 
covered  the  right  to  mine  for  coal  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  field.  The  title  to  lands  and  develop¬ 
ment  was  originally  given  by  the  government 
directly  to  the  Indians,  the  latter  obtaining  the 
same  by  possession,  occupancy  and  development. 
Each  Indian  nation  in  the  territory  and  particu¬ 
larly  in  this  case,  according  to  the  lessees,  the 
Choctaw  nation,  originally  had  its  own  laws  by 
its  own  legislature,  and  was  regarded  by  the 
courts  just  as  much  a  separate  nation  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  United  States  as  the  forei^  country. 

The  claimants  began  the  construction  of  the 
railroad  to  open  this  field,  and  opened  some 
coal  mines,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Curtis 
act  in  1898.  Under  this  act  the  interior  depart¬ 
ment  prevented  the  further  operation  of  the 
mines  and  this  field,  which  is  an  important  one 
for  the  development  of  the  southwestern  por¬ 
tion  of  the  country,  has  lain  idle. 

The  claimants  of  the  original  leases,  which 
have  never  been  parted  with,  ask  the  senate 
committee  to  recommend  such  action  as  shall 
result  in  this  coal  being  exploited  fully  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indian  nations  and  all  parties 
concerned,  without  the  need  of  litigation,  the 
courts  to  determine  the  respective  rights  of  the 
parties  in  interest. 

It  is  a  particularly  busy  season  for  coal  men 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  They  still  con¬ 
tinue  to  get  a  greater  demand  for  fuel  than 
they  can  supply.  And  the  prospects  pe  that 
the  “good  times”  will  continue  indefinitely.  If 
the  increasing  use  of  natural  gas  and  oil  is 
being  felt,  indication  of  it  are  certainly  not 
manifest.  “I  assure  i'ou,”  said  one  wholesale 
coal  man  yesterday,  “that  I  have  never  before 
enjoyed  a  more  prosperous  season.  Why,  if  I 
get  enough  coal  to  supply  the  demand,  I  verily 
believe  that  I  could  become  rich  before  the  sea¬ 
son  is  over.  The  unprecedented  car  shortage 
absolutely  prevents  us  from  selling  as  much  coal 
as  we  have  orders  for.  In  the  last  week  some 
of  the  railroads  have  been  sending  men  all  over 
this  western  country  to  get  coal  for  their  own 
use.  Just  yesterday  an  agent  for  the  Burlington 
said  that  the  section  of  the  railroad  in  this  dis- 


No.  20] 


23 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


trict  did  not  have  enough  coal  to  last  it  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  that  he  just  had  to  have  a  sup¬ 
ply.  I  do  not  know  of  a  mine  in  the  entire  south¬ 
western  district  that  is  not  disposing  of  all  of 
the  coal  it  can  put  out.  I  have  heard  some 
operators  complain  that  they  are  short  of  labor, 
that  they  can  not  get  enough  miners  to  mine 
their  coal.  A  lack  of  labor  is  not  a  serious 
problem  in  this  district,  but  it  is  certainly  true 
that  miners  are  much  scarcer  than  they  were  be¬ 
fore  the  big  strike.” 

But  in  spite  of  the  big  demand  for  coal  prices 
have  not  advanced  in  the  last  two  or  three  weeks 
It  is  said  that  the  operators  are  anxious  to  de¬ 
clare  another  increase,  but  that  they  fear  such  a 
move  would  result  in  too  much  disagreeable 
criticism  and  possibly  the  accusation  that  a  com¬ 
bine  existed.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the 
trade  justifies  an  increase  and  that  such  action 
would  result  in  great  financial  benefit  to  the 
operators,  but  as  was  said  before,  the  dealers 
may  be  a  little  nervous  as  to  the  effect  it  might 
have  on  the  public. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  November  15. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — ^Weather  conditions  locally 
are  slightly  more  in  favor  of  the  coal  man  than 
they  were  last  week.  On  Friday  and  Saturday 
the  extreme  northwest  turned  loose  a  cold  wind 
which  swept  through  houses  and  made  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  all  classes  of  fuel  very  much  greater. 
This  was  followed  the  early  part  of  the  present 
week  by  the  first  snowstorm  of  the  season. 
Half  an  inch  or  more  of  snow  fell,  so  that  today 
there  is  every  appearance  of  real  winter,  al¬ 
though  it  is  not  as  cold  as  it  was  the  latter  part 
of  last  week.  This  wintry  weather  has  not  had 
the  effect  of  stimulating  demand  at  wholesale 
to  any  great  extent,  although  all  the  dealers  are 
as  busy  as  they  can  be  and  most  of  them  are 
unable  to  secure  enough  teams  and  men  to  take 
care  of  their  customers.  One  dealer  said  Tues¬ 
day  that  he  could  secure  enough  orders  in  an 
hour  every  morning  to  operate  his  teams  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  Stocks  with  retailers  are 
fairly  large,  as  there  has  been  considerable  de¬ 
murrage  coal  in  the  northwest  during  the  past 
fortnight  which  dealers  have  picked  up  when  they 
could  secure  it  at  the  right  prices.  This  is  true 
particularly  of  eastern  coal  which  has  moved 
by  way  of  the  car  ferry. 

The  Car  Situation. 

The  car  shortage  in  the  northwest  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  of  a  feature,  particularly  at  the  docks 
at  Duluth  and  Superior.  Some  of  the  western 
roads  which  do  not  have  dock  connecting  lines 
have  placed  an  embargo  on  their  cars  going 
to  the  Duluth  lines,  the  result  being  that  de¬ 
liveries  are  very  slow.  Grain  movement  com¬ 
paratively  speaking  is  heavy  and  this  is  the 
cause  of  such  embargoes.  The  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul,  Chicago  Great  Western  and 
Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  are  all  reluctant  to 
permit  their  cars  to  go  to  the  Duluth-Superior 
connecting  roads  and  deliveries  in  the  territory 
reached  by  these  railroads  are  very  slow  indeed. 
Should  winter  commence  at  this  time  there  is  a 
strong  probability  that  some  suffering  might 
result  in  the  extreme  western  portions  of  Min¬ 
nesota  and  in  South  Dakota.  Cars  from  south¬ 
ern  and  northern  Illinois  are  no  more  plentiful 
than  they  were  a  week  ago.  The  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy,  which  taps  Herrin  territory, 
had  a  better  supply  of  cars  last  week,  and  on 
Sunday  and  Monday  there  were  fairly  heavy 
arrivals  of  coal  in  the  Twin  Cities  over  this  road. 

The  Illinois  Central  is  also  doing  slightly 
better,  but  where  coal  must  go  to  foreign  roads 
at  Peoria  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  the 
cars,  particularly  on  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul. 

Carterville  Prices  Advance. 

The  price  situation  in  the  northwest  is  a  trifle 
stronger  than  it  was  a  couple  of  weeks  ago. 
Some  of  the  dock  companies  that  were  quietly 
making  prices  a  little  less  than  the  circular  o»’ 
eastern  coal  have  lined  up  and  are  now  holding 
very  firm.  Very  cold  weather  would  close  the 
season  of  navigation  earlier  than  was  expected. 


Prospectors  who  are  at  work  south  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Kas.,  and  southeast  of  Weir,  along  the 
route  of  the  proposed  new  railway,  supposed  to 
be  a  Harriman  project,  are  finding  indications 
of  good  coal  there. 

Several  farms  in  that  vicinity  have  been  tested 
and  veins  of  coal  of  twenty-eight  inches  in 
thickness  have  been  found  in  a  number  of  places. 
It  is  a  deeper  vein  than  the  one  worked  out  north 
and  west  of  the  city  and  is  found  at  about  175 
feet  deep. 

The  gang  of  surveyors  have  been  running  a 
survey  close  to  Weir  since  the  first  of  the  week 
and  at  present  are  working  east  and  south  of 
the  Weir  city  limits.  The  survey  being  made  is 
supposed  to  be  the  proposed  line  of  Mr.  Harri¬ 
man,  who  is  trying  for  an  outlet  to  the  gulf. 

The  new  survey  has  given  rise  to  hopes  that 
Weir  City  will  have  another  railroad  should  one 
be  built  over  the  present  survey.  In  addition 
to  the  benefit  of  another  road  in  passenger  and 
freight  facilities  it  would  open  a  coal  field  that 
is  known  to  exist  south  of  Pittsburg. 


and  from  indications  of  the  past  few  days  they 
are  fearful  that  this  may  happen. 

Carterville  operators  advanced  the  price  of 
their  lump  and  egg  in  this  market  to  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  on  Monday  of  this  week.  These  new 
prices  are  being  fairly  well  maintained,  inas¬ 
much  as  most  of  the  companies  now  have  more 
orders  than  they  can  fill  until  the  car  situation 
improved.  Washed  nut  is  held  at  $2.15@2.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  according  to  quality.  No.  2 
washed  is  quoted  at  $1.90  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  If 
the  present  weather  continues  the  outlook  in  the 
northwest  for  a  good  demand  is  excellent. 

The  Kokoals  held  a  koruskation  Tuesday  night 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  November  15. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  demand  for  Indiana  coal 
is  steadier  than  it  has  been  for  several  months. 
Prices  have  advanced  slightly  at  the  mines  during 
the  last  few  days.  The  retail  dealers  are  en¬ 
joying  the  best  business  they  have  had  since  last 
winter,  so  as  a  whole  the  coal  trade  in  Indiana 
is  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

The  old  trouble  about  srortage  of  cars  and  in¬ 
ability  of  the  railroads  to  move  the  coal  as 
rapidly  as  they  should  is  still  in  evidence,  and 
probably  will  be  for  an  indefinite  period,  although 
the  Indiana  railway  commission  is  threatening  to 
take  vigorous  action '  to  bring  about  a  better¬ 
ment  of  conditions. 

It  has  developed  from  the  complaints  made  to 
the  commission  that  the  Evansville  &  Terre 
Haute  Railroad  Co.  placed  an  embargo  against 
the  Big  Four  over  two  weeks  ago  and  since 
then  it  has  not  been  delivering  coal  to  it. 

The  complaints  filed  with  the  commission  also 
indicated  that  a  few  days  later  the  Southern 
Indiana  followed  the  example  of  the  Evansville 
&  Terre  Haute.  The  result  was  a  shortage 
among  the  big  consumers  in  the  gas  belt  manu¬ 
facturing  district  who  have  been  unable  to  lay 
up  a  supply  because  of  the  lack  of  transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  from  the  mines. 

The  officers  of  the  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute 
and  the  Southern  Indiana,  who  were  consulted 
by  the  commission,  declared  that  the  Big  Four 
held  their  cars  too  long  and  did  not  move  them 
fast  enough  when  delivered  to  them.  The  com¬ 
mission  has  been  endeavoring  since  the  season 
opened  to  bring  about  a  betterment  of  the  con¬ 
ditions,  but  it  seems  to  have  failed.  It  has  been 
announced  by  its  members  that  it  will  go  the 
limit  in  an  effort  to  compel  the  roads  to  work- 
together  in  behalf  of  the  operators,  dealers  and 
consumers.  It  is  not  known  what  action  has 
been  taken,  but  the  commission  anticipates  that 
it  will  be  able  to  accomplish  good  results  within 
a  short  time. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars  the  mines  are 
being  operated  less  than  half  time.  This  has 
helped  to  run  the  prices  up  and  keep  them  steady, 
but  the  operators  have  not  benefited  greatly 
thereby,  as  a  majority  of  them  are  having  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  coal  to  fill  their  contracts.  There 


of  this  week  at  322  Nicollet  avenue,  Minneapolis, 
at  which  a  large  class  of  neophytes  was  initiated 
into  the  order.  John  Warnock,  of  G.  W.  Van 
Dusen  &  Co.,  was  one  of  the  new  members 
who  was  obliged  to  do  a  few  stunts.  John  is 
now  fully  branded  with  the  emblem  of  the 
order.  It  was  also  expected  that  John  Mitchell, 
president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  would 
become  a  member.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  attending  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Federa'ion  t  f 
Labor  in  the  Twin  Cities.  Unfortunately  he  was 
detained  at  a  conference  with  some  of  the  fed¬ 
eration  delegates  and  could  not  be  present.  The 
matter  of  forming  a  permanent  organizatio-i  of 
the  Kokoals  was  considered  and  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  report  at  the  next  koniska- 
tion.  It  may  also  be  decided  to  form  a  kckoal 
club  and  secure  club  rooms,  although  this  idea 
is  yet  in  embryo. 

The  city  of  Minneapolis  is  planning  to  buy 
coal  this  year  on  the  basis  of  British  thern'al 
units.  Bids  were  opened  last  Friday  evening  at 
the  council  meeting  and  were  referred  to  the 
water  works  board,  which  will  recommend  the 
awarding  of  the  contract. 

“Tom”  Skellett,  of  the  Elliott  &  Skellett  Fuel 
Co.,  Minneapolis,  chaperoned  the  party  of  Twin 
Cityites  who  attended  the  football  game  at  Chi¬ 
cago  last  Saturday.  He  is  minus  $15  which  was 
extracted  from  his  vest  pocket.  All  the  boys 
want  to  know  how  this  could  have  happened,  as 
“Tom”  is  one  of  the  wideawake  coal  men  of  ihe 
northwest. 

Frank  Sullivan,  of  the  Sullivan  Coal  Co.,  626 
First  avenue  south,  ]\Iinneapolis,  returned  from 
Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week  with  a  present 
for  his  wife.  Frank  is  very  willing  to  show  this 
present  to  any  of  his  inquiring  friends. 

Mrs.  E.  Q.  Stone,  wife  of  the  Twelfth  avenue 
south  coal  dealer  by  that  name,  is  slowly  im¬ 
proving,  following  a  severe  attack  of  nervous 
prostration. 


is  a  hopeful  feeling,  however,  among  the 
operators  as  well  as  the  dealers,  as  the  outlook 
seems  brighter  than  it  was  at  this  time  a  year 
ago. 

The  operators  are  getting  $2.00  a  ton  for  best 
No.  4  domestic  at  the  mines ;  $1.75  for  best 
steam  coal ;  $1.50  for  the  best  grades  of  mine 
run ;  and  eighty  cents  for  slack.  The  condi¬ 
tions  are  favorable  to  an  advance  within  a  short 
time. 

The  Indiana  operators  who  have  protested 
against  the  discrimination  of  the  city  adminis¬ 
tration  in  favor  of  the  so-called  West  Virginia 
smokeless  coals  have  won  a  victory,  as  Mayor 
Bookwalter  has  decided  to  give  the  Indiana  coal 
a  fair  test  at  Tomlinson  Hall,  the  Brightwood 
water  works  plant  and  other  places.  If  it  is 
satisfactory  it  is  very  likely  that  the  Indiana 
operators  will  get  the  contracts  for  supplying 
the  municipal  contracts  here,  many  of  which  are 
now  held  by  the  firms  selling  the  West  Virginia 
grades. 

All  of  the  local  retail  dealers  report  excellent 
business.  There  has  been  no  recent  advance  in 
prices.  The  following  prices  are  quoted  here  by 


the  local  deafers : 

• 

Anthracite,  all  sizes  . $7.75 

Pocahontas  forked  lump .  6.00 

Pocahontas  shoveled  lump .  5.50 

Pocahontas  mine  run .  4.75 

Pocahontas  nut  and  slack .  3.75 

Blossburg  .  5.50 

Jackson  (Ohio)  .  5.25 

Gold  Tint  Kentucky  lump .  3.00 

Gold  Tint  Kentucky  egg .  4.75 

Kanawha  lump  .  4.50 

Kanawha  Sc.  nut .  4.25 

Pittsburg  .  4.50 

Winifrede  .  4.50 

Hocking  Valley  .  4.25 

Cannel  egg  (.Ohio)  .  5.75 

Cannel  falling  rock .  6.00 

Linton  lump  No.  4 .  3.50 

Linton  egg  No.  4 .  3.50 

Brazil  block  .  4.00 

YARD  SLACK. 

Smokeless  . $3.75 

Indiana  .  2.00 

Jaxon,  Pittsburg,  West  Virginia .  3.00 


The  Northwest  Coal  Trade. 
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COKE. 

Lump  gas  coke . $5.50 

Crushed  gas  coke .  6.00 

Coiinellsville  lump  .  6.50 

Oven  coke  .  6.50 

John  Mitchell,  T.  L.  Lewis  and  W.  1).  Ryan 
have  been  nominated  for  the  presidency  of  the 
United  Aline  Workers  of  America.  Their  names 
will  be  voted  on  during  the  next  month  by 
the  members  of  the  organization,  but  it  is  prob¬ 
able  that  Alitchell  will  be  re-elected  president 
and  Lewis  vice-president.  It  is  understood  at 
the  headquarters  here  that  neither  Lewis  nor 
Ryan  will  make  the  race  for  president,  but  they 
were  placed  in  nomination  by  a  sufficient  num¬ 
ber  of  locals  to  have  their  names  put  on  the 
official  ballots.  There  was  a  wide  breach  be¬ 
tween  Alitchell  and  Lewis  at  the  recent  joint 
conference  and  it  has  been  the  understanding 
here  for  a  year  that  Lewis  would  try  to  defeat 
Mitchell  and  obtain  the  leadership  of  the  big 
organization  for  himself,  but  it  is  now  said 
that  he  will  be  satisfied  to  be  re-elected  vice- 
president. 

Ryan  is  secretary  of  the  Illinois  miners  and 
author  of  the  famous  Ryan  resolution  at  the 
joint  conference  last  winter  which  provided  that 
no  district  should  make  a  settleinent  with  the 
operators  until  all  were  ready  to  sign  an  agree¬ 
ment.  He  aspires  to  remain  a1.  the  head  of  the 
organization  in  his  state,  and  he  will  not  try 
to  defeat  Mitchell. 

W.  B.  Wilson,  sceretary-treasurer  _  of  the 
miners,  will  be  a  eandidate  for  re-election.  He 
was  elected  to  congress  from  a  Pennsylvania 
district  last  week. 


Foreign  Freight  Ractes. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  find  the  tonnage  situation  as  follows : 
November  twelfth,  1906:  The  high  rates  that  have 
been  recently  offered  on  coal  and  other  cargoes 
have  uncovered  a  number  of  owners’  boats,  but 
as  a  rule  owners  are  not  willing  to  make  any 
concessions,  and  as  the  demand  for  cotton  ton¬ 
nage  continues  strong  up  to  and  including  the 
first  half  of  January,  the  owners’  position  is  a 
secure  one. 

Occasionally  a  boat  is  willing  to  shade  current 
market  rates  to  Cuba  or  Mexico,  using  the  out¬ 
ward  business  in  connection  with  business  from 
the  gulf,  but  many  owners  prefer  sending  their 
boats  in  ballast  rather  than  taking  the  outward 
cargoes,  even  at  present  rates. 

After  the  middle  of  December  rates  to  Cuba 
and  vicinity  should  soften  on  account  of  the 
probabilities  of  sugar  homeward. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50@1.55  to  Plavana  or  Matanzas; 
$;3.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.60@1.70  to  Cien- 
fuegos;  $1.70@1.80  to  Daiquiri;  $1.80@1.90  to 
Santiago;  $1.75@1.80  to  Colon;  $1.90@2.00  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.70  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.95@2.00  to  Barbados; 
$1.70@1.80  to  Kingston;  $1.40@1..50  and  port 
charges  to  Curacao ;  $2.00  to  Gaudaloupe ;  $2.60 
to  Demerara;  $1.90@2.00  to  Bermuda;  $1.70® 
1.75  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.70@1.75  to  Tampico;  17@ 
18s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  18@19s  to  Rosario;  17@ 
18s  to  Rio;  18@19s  to  Santos;  13@14s  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Alediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $6.50  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Manila;  $6.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  . $6.. 50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUAIINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  . $5.00 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

Screenings  .  1.75 

Gas  house  coke  .  5.50 


A  Popular  Ohio  Coal  Man. 

Among  the  strong  young  operators  of  the 
Hocking  Valley  field,  William  J.  Hamilton,  of  the 
Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  a  con¬ 
spicuous  figure.  His  career  illustrates  the  possi¬ 
bilities  for  rapid  advancement  in  the  coal  trade 
when  the  man  and  the  opportunity  come  into 
proper  juxtaposition.  In  the  language  of  the 
street,  it  is  “going  some”  to  rise  from  the  ranlo; 
of  a  newsboy  to  a  commanding  place  in  the  coal 
mining  industry  before  reaching  the  age  of  thirty 
years. 

Briefly  stated,  Mr.  Hamilton’s  connection  with 
the  business  began  very  early  in  life,  when  he 
coupled  the  work  of  selling  newspapers  with  the 
duties  of  an  errand  boy  about  a  retail  coal  office. 
In  1893  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  Railway  at  Columbus  as  messenger,  be¬ 
ing  fpiickly  promoted  from  one  position  to  an¬ 
other  until  he  was  made  rate  clerk. 

In  1899  Air.  Hamilton  definitely  decided  upon 
the  coal  business  as  the  field  of  his  future  activi- 


William  J.  Hamilton. 


ties,  and  in  this  choice  there  was  no-  doubt  lost 
to  the  railway  service  a  future  high  official.  He 
left  the  Norfolk  &  Western  to  become  manager 
at  Cincinnati  for  the  Thacker  Coal  Co.,  in  which 
he  was  very  successful.  His  ambitions,  however, 
were  nothing  short  of  controlling  a  business  of 
his  own,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year 
he  returned  to  Columbus  and  established  the  en¬ 
terprise  which  has  ever  since  borne  his  name. 
His  capital  consisted  largely  of  pluck  and  a  tire¬ 
less  energy.  Though  begun  in  a  small  way  the 
business  made  rapid  strides,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  its  influence  was  widely  felt  in  coal  trade 
circles. 

Its  development  within  the  past  few  years  has 
been  remarkable.  In  Alay  of  1905  he  consoli¬ 
dated  his  interests  with  other  large  coal  opera¬ 
tions.  This  alliance  has  made  his  company,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  one  of  the  foremost 
jobbing  houses  in  the  Aliddle  West,  in  addition  to 
operating  several  valuable  mines  of  its  own.  It 
occupies  the  entire  fifteenth  floor  of  the  Capitol 
Trust  Company  building.  Columbus.  Air.  Hamil¬ 
ton  was  born  at  Liverpool,  England,  in  1878,  and 
came  to  Columbus  with  his  parents  when  six 
year  of  age.  For  a  period  of  several  vears  his 
father  was  associated  with  him  in  business,  but 
is  now  retired. 

Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  October  twenty-first  amount¬ 
ed  to  172,649  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date 
of  5,020,449  tons,  as  compared  with  7,181,701 
tons  for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted 
to  1,808  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  56,- 
874  tons,  as  compared  with  70,253  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year. 


Invention  to  Protect  the 
Corners  of  Mine  Cars. 

The  success  of  mining  generally  depends  on 
carefulness  in  small  matters,  little  economies 
counting  in  the  long  run.  Coal  cars  are  most 
important,  and  while  the  frames,  running  parts, 
bearings,  hooks,  etc.,  have  been  brought  to  a 
high  state  of  perfection  the  sides  and  corners 
have  been  somewhat  neglected.  Aline-car  cor¬ 
ners  are  notoriously  weak,  a  blow  or  shock 
generally  ripping  the  sides  longitudinally,  in  the 
case  of  wood  cars. 

To  strengthen  the  corners  of  cars,  Mr.  Han¬ 
ley,  an  English  mine  manager,  has  patented  a 
device  which  completely  covers  the  corner  and 
binds  all  parts  of  it  together.  When  the  car  is 
subjected  to  shock,  the  plate  converts  all  stresses 
into  tensile,  which  it  resists  by  its  tensile 
strength,  and  prevents  the  sides  from  being 
ripped  horizontally  along  the  grain  of  the  wood, 
throwing  the  stress  on  the  bending  resistance 
of  the  side  planking.  .As  the  sides  of  wooden 
cars  are  easily  ripped  horizontally,  their  bending 
is  much  greater  than  their  ripping  resistance; 
therefore,  the  sides  are  much  stronger  with  this 
plate  fitted. 

The  corner  plate  for  wooden  cars  is  made 
of  sheet  iron  or  steel  from  twenty  to  thirteen 
Brown  and  Sharpe  gage,  and  for  iron  cars  from 
plate  iron  and  thin  angle  iron,  the  latter  being 
preferable. 

Three  years  ago  one  hundred  cars  were  fitted 
with  corner  plates  as  an  experiment,  and  since 
that  time  about  seven  hundred  cars  at  the  Easton 
and  Dean  Lane  collieries  have  been  fitted.  A 
close  inspection  shows  that  the  plate  is  well  worn, 
the  rust  caking,  and  pittings  can  be  seen,  while 
it  is  nearly  worn  through.  Alany  of  the  plates, 
when  taken  off,  are  seen  to  be  almost  like  a  piece 
of  gauze. 

As  these  tubs  run  from  four  to  eight  miles 
per  hour  on  inclines  up  to  a  mile  long,  and  from 
twenty-five  degrees  to  seventy  degrees,  they 
are  naturally  subjected  to  heavy  usage,  espe¬ 
cially  going  round  from  a  steep  incline  into  the 
flat  partings  and  wall  mouths  in  trains  of  ten 
to  fifteen,  their  ends  bumping  against  one  an¬ 
other.  This  bumping  does  not  damage  the  plate, 
except  by  knocking  off  the  rust  and  leaving  a  new 
surface  to  become  wet  and  rusted.  The  frames 
are  oak ;  they  have  cast-steel  wheels  and  open 
bearings;  the  hook  has  twenty  tons  breaking 
strain. 

The  weight  of  a  set  of  these  corners  is  about 
six  ounces  less  than  the  old  hoop-iron  corners, 
and  they  require  thirty-four  fewer  nails  or  other 
fastenings.  The  cost  of  bending,  punching,  and 
fitting  is  about  the  same  as  for  hoop-iron,  those 
shown  costing  eighteen  cents  per  set  of  four. 
They  are,  therefore,  lighter  and  much  stronger 
and  more  durable,  while  fewer  fastenings  are 
required. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Boad  Top  Alountain  Rail-, 
road  &  Coal  Co.  make  the  following  statement 
for  the  week  ending  November  third,  1906,  and 
previously  during  the  j-ear : 


Corresponding  week. 
Total  for  1906  ... .. 
Corresponding  period, 

Total  for  week . 

Deerease  for  week  .  . 
Total  amount  shipped 
Increase  to  date  . . . . 


Broad 

Cumber* 

Top. 

land. 

To  al. 

1906. 

.  .  19.011 

14,4S5 

33,527 

1905. 

..  21,179 

27.S91 

49,070 

.  .600,002 

937  417 

1,597.420 

1905. 

.  .591,2M 

840.506 

1,431,788 

33.527 

. 

to  date . 

.  165,631 

V 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  small  vessels  in  the 
coal  and  lumber  trades  and  to  side  ports  coal 
men  are  bidding  up  rates.  Ore  men  are  not 
doing  much  business.  From  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior  four  dollars  is  offered  freely  on  lum¬ 
ber  and  brokers  say  they  could  get  better 
figures  if  they  had  tonnage.  The  grain  rate 
from  Duluth  to  Buffalo  has  settled  to  two  and 
three-quarters  cents  and  a  big  steamer  was 
placed  at  that  figure  today.  Ore  tonnage  con¬ 
tinues  in  good  demand. 


Ira  E.  Stevens,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
has  recently  installed  a  revolving  screening  plant 
in  one  of  the  mines  of  the  Centreville  Block  Coal 
Co.,  near  Centreville,  Iowa. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Ira  E.  Stevens,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
shipped  this  week  to  South  America  a  Placer  cold 
prospecting  outfit. 

G.  A.  Counter,  salesman  for  the  Bering  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  was  recently 
married.  He  has  the  best  wishes  of  his  many 
friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

H.  H.  Rhodes,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Bering 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  made  a 
trip  to  the  Twin  Cities  during  the  week,  and  is 
expected  to  return  to  Chicago  on  Saturday. 

W.  B.  Stone,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
made  a  business  trip  to  Brazil,  Ind.,  this  week 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  care  of  the  urgent  de¬ 
mands  of  customers.  He  is  expected  to  return 
to  the  city  on  Saturday. 

The  coke  ovens  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel 
Co.,  Superior,  Wis.,  are  now  running  at  greater 
capacity  than  at  any  time  during  the  past 
year.  It  is  thought  that  two  hundred  ovens 
will  be  kept  running  this  winter. 

The  car  shortage  in  Kentucky  coal  fields  is 
so  acute  that  some  Chicago  selling  agents  have 
sent  representatives  into  the  district  hoping  to 
line  up  some  cars  and  secure  sufficient  coal  to 
keep  the  customers  in  good  humor. 

The  Kolb  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has  in¬ 
stituted  a  suit  in  the  circuit  court  at  Belleville, 
Ill.,  against  the  Illinois  Central  railway  for  $30,- 
000  damages,  alleging  that  it  has  been  discrimi¬ 
nated  against  by  the  railroad  in  the  matter  of 
furnishing  cars  for  the  transportation  of  coal. 

F.  C.  Green,  mine  engineer  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 
Mr.  Green  is  the  inventor  of  a  new  system  of 
hauling  coal  at  the  mines.  His  invention  com¬ 
prises  the  delivery  of  the  product  from  the  work¬ 
ings  to  the  cars,  and  has  proved  very  efficient 
and  practical. 

When  the  weather  man  sent  the  mercury  down 
to  the  29  point  last  Tuesday  he  brought  joy 
to  the  coal  man’s  heart.  Not  because  he  was 
looking  for  any  more  business,  but  for  the  reason 
that  he  was  getting  in  a  position  to  see  the 
bottom  of  the  stack  of  back  orders  on  his  desk, 
and  therefore  a  little  anxious  to  see  Uncle  Sam 
again. 

The  pneumatic  tool  department  of  the  Inger- 
soll-xCand  Co.  has  issued  an  attractive  and  well 
printed  booklet  describing  their  labor  saving  tools, 
which  are  operated  by  compressed  air.  This 
booklet  should  be  in  the  hands  of  every  mine 
superintendent  who  is  interested  in  any  way  in 
compressed  air  as  applied  to  operating  coal  min¬ 
ing  machinery. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  New  River 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago, 
was  recently  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature 
in  West  Virginia  on  the  republican  ticket.  Mr. 
Roach  is  a  well  known  member  of  the  coal  trade, 
and  if  his  services  are  as  efficient  in  the  legisla¬ 
ture  as  in  the  coal  industry  the  citizens  of  W est 
Virginia  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  his  election. 

The  suits  instituted  by  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment  to  recover  thousands  of  acres  of  coal 
land  now  being  held  by  the  Utah  Fuel  and 
the  Pleasant  Valley  Coal  Co.  have  come 
up  for  trial  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  be¬ 
fore  Judge  Marshall.  The  defense  questions 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Utah  court  over  the 
coal  companies,  which  are  incorporated  in 
New  Jersey. 

A  suit  for  the  creditors  of  the  Mt.  Carmel 
Coal  Co.,  Topeka,  Kas.,  has  been  prepared  by 
the  trustees  of  the  Charles  J.  Bevlin  estate, 
against  Mrs.  Mary  A.  J.  Bevlin,  the  purpose 
being  to  make  her  turn  over  to  the  trustees 


$450,000  alleged  to  have  been  received  from  in¬ 
surance  companies  on  the  life  of  Bevlin.  The 
contention  is  that  the  premiums  on  these  poli¬ 
cies  were  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel  Coal  Co. 

The  Union  Trust  Co.  has  filed  answer  to 
the  suit  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  the  action 
being  to  regain  possession  of  $77,121  which 
had  been  paid  to  the  bank  on  a  mortgage  and 
to  have  the  court  prevent  further  collection. 
The  trust  company  says  that  the  money  was 
collected  legally,  and  asks  a  dismissal  of  the 
suit. 

Coal  dealers  and  coal  operators  still  kick  about 
a  scarcity  of  cars.  Some  of  the  mines  have  been 
practically  idle  much  of  the  time  for  several 
months  by  reason  of  not  having  cars  to  haul  the 
output  of  the  mines,  and  the  outlook  for  an  im¬ 
provement  is  not  encouraging.  Orders  are  plen¬ 
tiful,  owing  to  the  increased  demand,  but  so 
many  operators  have  contracts  which  take  all  the 
available  coal  they  can  not  take  advantage  of 
the  fancy  prices. 

S.  M.  Balzell,  general  manager  Spring  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Co.,  is  making  himself  renowned  as  a 
coal  train  dispatcher.  Last  week  he  sent  twenty 
cars  of  coal  from  one  of  the  Springfield  mines 
to  Fremont,  Neb.,  on  record  breaking  speed. 
This  week  he  made  special  arrangements  with 
the  Northwestern  railroad  for  another  coal  train 
of  thirty  cars  to  take  care  of  an  order  received 
Tuesday  night.  On  Wednesday  the  coal  was  al¬ 
ready  going  through  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  it  is 
expected  that  it  was  delivered  at  Fremont 
Wednesday  night. 

Many  comments  are  heard  on  the  street  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  large  amount  of  smokeless  mine  run 
on  the  tracks  this  week.  Various  theories  are 
offered  in  explanation,  but  most  operators  are 
of  the  opinion  that  if  the  smokeless  people  would 
permit  the  coal  to  be  promptly  disposed  of  below 
circular  prices,  as  is  the  case  with  other  eastern 
coals  no  such  congestion  would  exist.  It  is 
asserted  that  the  over  supply  is  due  to  the  lack 
of  demand  occasioned  by  dealers  stocking  up 
their  yards  early  in  the  season  when  prices  were 
much  lower  than  at  present. 

A  portion  of  the  town  of  Herrin,  extending 
out  over  the  mined  land  of  the  Chicago  &  Herrin 
Coal  Co.,  is  in  danger  of  being  swallowed  up 
by  the  settling  of  the  surface.  Within  the  last 
few  days  a  large-  tract  of  surface  has  gradually 
sunk  several  feet,  and  the  fall  is  extending  toward 
the  shaft,  and  some  fear  is  expressed  that  it  will 
result  in  serious  damage  to  the  mine,  which 
has  had  to  close  once  or  twice  to  repair  the 
cave-in.  The  outskirts  of  the  city  are  all  mine- 
property,  and  much  of  the  coal  has  been  taken 
out,  leaving  no  support  for  the  surface. 

An  invention  that  will  revolutionize  the 
manufacture  of  coke  was  officially  adopted  last 
week  by  the  W.  J.  Rainey  Coke  Co.,  the  larg¬ 
est  independent  producer  in  the  Connellsville 
region.  The  new  machine,  the  product  of  the 
brain  of  T.  J.  Mitchell,  general  manager  of 
the  Rainey  interests,  has  been  in  use  for  a 
short  time  at  the  Mount  Braddock  works.  It 
has  proven  a  success.  The  invention  will 
make  it  possible  for  four  men  to  charge,  water, 
draw,  and  convey  coke  from  one  hundred 
ovens,  thereby  doing  the  same  amount  of  work 
which  now  requires  from  forty  to  fifty  men. 

E.  C.  Pratt,  sales  agent  for  the  Zeigler  Coal 
Co.,  Security  Bank  building,  Minneapolis,  came 
down  to  Chicago  last  Saturday  with  the  Minne¬ 
sota  football  delegation.  He  did  not  have  much 
time  to  call  on  his  many  friends  in  the  local 
trade,  as  he  returned  on  Sunday  night.  “E.  C.” 
says  there  is  not  much  difference  between  the 
newspaper  and  the  coal  business.  The  most  no¬ 


ticeable  change  is  on  the  cigar  question,  as  he 
is  now  on  the  giving  end.  while  foriuerly  he  was 
on  the  receiving  end  of  the  line.  1  he  moral  is, 
if  you  are  an  inveterate  smoker  stick  to  the 
newspaper  business. 

Arguments  have  been  made  in  the  appellate 
court  in  the  case  of  John  S.  Jones  vs.  George  J. 
Gould  et  al.  Attorney  C.  Bentley  Matthews  rep¬ 
resented  Jones,  and  Attorneys  J.  H.  Boyle  and 
W.  M.  Buncan  the  others.  This  is  known  as 
the  Little  Kanawha  syndicate  case.  The  cornora- 
tion  owns  much  valuable  coal  lands  and  railroads 
in  West  Virginia.  The  capital  stock  is  eight 
million  dollars.  Jones,  a  big  shareholder,  charges 
that  he  has  not  been  getting  a  square  deal  from 
Gould  and  the  others,  and  claims  that  they  have 
purposely  mismanaged  the  business.  The  circuit 
court  of  this  city  decided  it  had  no  jurisdiction, 
and  Jones  takes  the  appeal. 

A  press  dispatch  from  New  York  says  that 
Eugene  Zimmerman’s  Betroit,  Toledo  &  Tronton 
railway  will  be  consolidated  with  the  Northern 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  by  the  formation  of  a  Canadian 
holding  company.  Plans  have  been  completed 
and  only  details  have  to  be  worked  out.  Mr. 
Zimmerman  and  H.  B.  Hollins  &  Co.,  of  New 
York,  own  a  majority  of  stock  in  both  companies. 
The  holding  company  will  be  capitalized  at  an 
amount  sufficient  only  to  hold  a  majority  of 
both  comnanies,  or  about  eighteen  million  dollars. 
It  is  proposed  to  make  the  coal  mined  in  eastern 
Kentucky  available  for  shipment  to  points  on 
the  Betroit,  Toledo  &  Ironton  railway  and  also 
to  Canada.  Instead  of  building  a  new  line  from 
Ashland  to  Pike  county,  Kentucky,  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  use  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railway  for 
about  two-thirds  of  the  distance  and  then  to 
build  a  branch  about  forty  miles  long. 

Fire  which  swept  over  the  great  storage  docks 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  One  Hundredth 
street  and  Commercial  avenue.  South  Chicago, 
Saturday  last  week,  caused  a  loss  estimated  at 
957,000.  Sheds  and  other  buildings  covering  two 
square  blocks  were  destroyed  and  fifty  thousand 
tons  of  coal  are  counted  in  the  loss.  Two  large 
steamers,  the  plant  of  the  Chicago  Shipbuilding 
Co.  and  the  grain  elevator  of  W.  H.  Merritt  & 
Co.  were  threatened  for  a  time.  The  blaze 
started  in  the  engine  room  of  a  building  used  for 
storing  coal  at  8:15  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  the  firemen  were  not  in  (  ontrol  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  until  three  hours  later.  Adjoining  the  cold 
storage  house  to  the  east  were  two  four-story 
shop  buildings,  where  the  machinery  necessary 
for  the  hoi.sting  of  coal  from  boats  to  the  coal 
bins  is  kept  in  repair.  The  flames  spread  to 
one  of  these  buildings  and  the  structure  and  con¬ 
tents  were  damaged  to  the  extent  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  dollars. 

A  system  for  compressing  coal  dust  into  bri¬ 
quettes  and  oval  forms  is  successfully  dealing 
with  the  large  masses  of  coal  dust  of  Belgium  s 
mines  and  sheds.  The  briquette  industry  of 
Liege  has  become  important,  the  exportation 
reaching  almost  all  the  coal  consuming  coun¬ 
tries  of  the  world,  amounting  for  the  first  seven 
months  of  the  present  year  to  253.911  tons,  of 
which  France  received  110,036,  United  States 
46,700,  and  Germany  32.514.  In  1905  the  Belgian 
state  railways  consumed  alone  about  250,000  tons. 
The  domestic  use  of  briquettes  is  increasing 
yearly,  many  persons  using  them  for  kitchen 
stoves  as  well  as  for  furnaces.  Parties  in  the 
United  States  who  possess  large  masses  of  coal 
dust  might  find  it  well  worth  while  to  look  into 
the  methods  of  briquette  making  that  prevail 
in  Liege  and  other  parts  of  Belgium.  Even  if  a 
system  has  been  working  successfully  a  better 
system  may  be  built  up  by  combining  the  best  in 
two  or  more  systems. 
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Mr.  Hearst  promised  to  relieve  New  York  from  the  grasp  of  the  coal 
trust.  Will  someone  inform  us  what  control  New  York  has  over  Penn¬ 
sylvania  corporations? 

Someone  said  that  the  railroads  are  capitalized  at  thirteen  thousand 
million.  One  of  our  distinguished  senators  asserts  that  of  this  capital 
seven  thousand  million  is  water.  Freight  rates  are  scheduled  to  pay  divi¬ 
dends  on  the  water.  Problem. — What  ought  the  rates  to  be  if  the  stocks 
could  be  squeezed  dry? 

Some  of  the  “independent”  Hocking  Valley  operators 
Shortsighted*  are  being  severely  censured  by  tlje  Chicago  trade  for  the 
ness  in  the  arbitrary  way  in  which  they  are  handling  orders  at 
Hocking  Valley  present  time.  According  to  their  latest  ruling 
they  will  accept  orders  and  fill  them  “subject  to 
price  at  the  time  of  shipment.”  The  jobber  trying  to  do  business  on  this 
elastic  basis  will  have  a  lovely  time  trying  to  secure  orders  when  he  can 
not  tell  a  dealer  how  much  his  coal  will  cost  him.  Several  of  the 
operators  have  advanced  prices  without  withdrawing  previous  quotations. 
One  Chicago  jobber  sent  in  an  order  early  last  month  for  ten  cars  of 
Hocking  and  this  order  was  accepted  by  the  operator  without  any  re¬ 
strictions.  The  coal  was  to  be  shipped  as  soon  as  the  car  supply  would 
permit.  The  operator  informed  the  jobber  this  week  that  he  would  be 
able  to  fill  the  order,  but  as  prices  had  advanced  he  would  be  compelled 
to  tack  on  thirty-five  cents  per  ton  more  than  the  original  price. 

Another  jobber  received  a  quotation,  immediately  got  busy  with  a 
dealer  who  was  in  the  market  for  five  cars,  and  sent  in  the  order  by  re¬ 
turn  mail.  In  the  meantime  a  “gentleman’s  agreement”  must  have  been 
put  in  working  order,  as  the  operator  replied,  “the  business  could  be 
accepted  only  at  the  price  now  in  effect,  which  is  fifteen  cents  higher  than 
our  last  quotation.”  This  sort  of  business  is  doing  a  permanent  injury 
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to  Hocking  Valley  coal  in  the  Chicago  market,  and  the  sooner  our  “inde¬ 
pendent”  friends  realize  it  the  better  it  will  be  for  all  concerned.  Substi¬ 
tution  is  never  justifiable,  but  a  jobber  can  hardly  be  blamed  for  shipping 
something  “just  as  good”  when  the  operators  lay  down  on  him  like  they 
have  been  doing  recently. 

It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  there  are  at  least  a  score  of  Chi¬ 
cago  jobbers  working  tooth  and  nail  with  their  trade  trying  to  get  them 
to  use  Illinois  and  Indiana  coal  in  place  of  Hocking,  and  in  a  great  number 
of  instances  they  are  succeeding.  Some  of  the  operators  disdainfully  re¬ 
mark  that  “We  don’t  need  Chicago,  we  have  all  the  business  up  the  lakes 
that  we  need.”  That  is  very  true  just  at  present,  but  they  seem  to  forget 
that  the  lakes  do  not  do  business  all  the  year  round.  Hocking  coal  does 
need  the  Chicago  market  just  as  much  if  not  more  than  the  Chicago 
market  needs  Hocking  coal.  Most  of  the  operators  are  trying  to  do  the 
fair  thing,  but  a  great  many  are  not.  The  bad  feature  is  when  the  day 
of  reckoning  comes  the  innocent  will  suffer  with  the  guilty.  “The  day 
of  reckoning”  can  be  looked  for  shortly  after  the  close  of  navigation.  Un¬ 
less  conditions  change  rapidly  the  Hocking  Valley  operator  who  shows  up 
in  Chicago  every  December  will  not  be  welcomed  with  open  arms  this 
year.  He  may  have  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  a  market  for  his 
product,  and  if  he  does,  two  dollar  coal  will  be  a  dream  of  the  past. 

“It  is  funny  how  this  mild  weather  affects  the  quality 
Does  Mild  Weath  •of  coal,”  remarked  a  western  shipper  last  week.  “Just 
er  Affect  the  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderates  some  dealers  think 
Quality  of  Coal?  hzve.  the  privilege  of  refusing  every  car  of  coal 

that  can  not  be  used  by  them  to  good  advantage,”  con¬ 
tinued  the  shipper,  and  at  this  auspicious  moment  a  messenger  boy 
arrived  on  the  scene  with  a  telegram  from  an  Indiana  dealer,  which  read 
“Car  of  Fairmont  not  screened  properly  and  can  not  unload  it.”  This 
is  an  old  stunt  with  some  dealers  who  are  long  on  trickiness  and  shy  of 
conscience.  If  a  dealer  or  consumer  of  steam  coal  buys  a  quantity  of 
coal  he  should  be  compelled  to  fulfill  his  contract,  no  matter  if  the  weather 
does  go  against  him. 

Why  should  a  shipper  be  asked  to  stand  a  loss  which  would  ensue 
if  he  had  to  dispose  of  a  car  of  coal  that  was  refused  by  a  dealer  located 
in  the  backwoods,  simply  because  the  thermometer  did  not  drop  as  quickly 
as  the  dealer  thought  it  would?  No  honest  dealer  will  ever  refuse  a  car 
of  coal  he  has  ordered  without  a  legitimate  reason,  and  a  rise  in  tempera¬ 
ture  can  not  be  called  a  legitimate  reason  even  by  the  widest  stretch  of 
imagination. 

Another  instance  was  called  to  the  writer’s  attention  some  time  ago 
when  practically  all  the  dealers  in  a  thriving  town  in  Jo  Daviess  county, 
Illinois,  formed  an  organization  which  might  have  been  called  “The  Re¬ 
fusers’  League.”  Dealer  number  one  in  this  town  would  order  a  car  of 
coal  and  as  soon  as  it  arrived  he  would  immediatelywrite  the  shipper  say¬ 
ing  he  could  not  use  the  car,  as  the  coal  was  no  good,  car  was  full  of 
screenings,  slate,  etc.  The  shipper  in  Chicago  would  express  his  regret 
and  go  to  dealer  number  two  (member  of  the  Refusers’  League),  but  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  the  car  under  any  circumstances.  All  the 
other  members  of  the  gallant  band  couldn’t  see  how  they  could  possibly 
use  that  car.  The  only  thing  for  the  shipper  to  do  was  to  try  and  get 
dealer  number  one  to  unload  the  car  by  offering  the  coal  at  a  big  dis¬ 
count.  After  the  proper  amount  of  persuasion  the  wise  dealer  would 
consent  to  do  this.  While  the  league  was  in  operation  a  car  of  good  coal 
never  found  its  way  into  that  town.  It  looked  so  easy  the  crowd  got  too 
confident  and  they  overreached  themselves.  One  of  the  dealers  wrote 
in  to  a  shipper  that  he  had  just  received  his  car  of  coal  and  it  was  the 
rankest  that  ever  came  out  of  a  stone  quarry.  It  was  so  far  off  color 
that  the  indignant  dealer  could  not  even  use  it  for  filling  up  the  mud- 
holes  in  his  yard.  He  then  proceeded  to  unload  the  car,  and  when  a 
salesman  unexpectedly  arrived  the  next  day  to  inspect  the  coal  the  car 
was  empty.  Mr.  Weisman  had  taken  a  chance  and  delivered  the  coal 
to  his  trade. 

Shortly  after  the  salesman  got  back  to  Chicago  and  made  his  report 
several  of  the  shippers  were  comparing  notes  one  day  and  a  shipper  from 
the  Ellsworth  building  told  of  the  little  game  that  was  played  on  him 
in  the  northern  Illinois  town.  A  shipper  from  the  Fisher  building  said 
he  got  stuck  on  ten  cars  in  the  same  way,  and  another  shipper  from 
the  Plymouth  building  sheepishly  remarked  that  he  was  a  victim,  too. 
Undoubtedly  a  great  many  more  wholesalers  suffered  in  the  same  way. 
If  this  practice  of  refusing  coal  without  cause  becomes  general  it  may 
be  necessary  for  the  shippers  to  organize  for  mutual  protection.  A  secret 
list  of  dealers  addicted  to  the  refusing  habit  could  be  easily  compiled  if  a 
shipper  would  immediately  report  a  case  where  he  was  imposed  upon.  The 
refusal  of  every  shipper  to  supply  coal  to  the  offending  dealer  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  go  a  long  way  toward  curing  this  evil. 
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Application  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act 

to  Shippers. 


Penalty  for  Discrimination. 

If  one  by  the  payment  of  money  or  other  thing 
of  value  or  by  solicitation  or  otherwise  shall  (a) 
induce  a  carrier,  or  its  officers  or  agents  to  un¬ 
justly  discriminate  in  his  behalf  as  against  any 
other  consignor  or  consignee,  or  (b)  aid  or  abet 
any  common  carrier  in  such  unjust  discrimina¬ 
tion,  he  is  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  If 
convicted  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  in  the  district  where  the 
offense  is  committed,  he  is  subject  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment 
for  two  years,  or  both. 

For  wilfully  making  false  entries,  destroying 
or  mutilating  records,  wilfully  neglecting  to  keep 
full,  true  and  accurate  accounts,  or  keeping  other 
accounts  than  those  permitted  subjects  any_  of¬ 
fender  to  a  criminal  prosecution,  for  the  viola¬ 
tion  is  made  a  misdemeanor.  The  punishment 
is  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars 
nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars  or  imprison¬ 
ment  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three 
years,  or  both. 

If  an  examiner  of  the  commission  shall  di¬ 
vulge  information  which  comes  to_  his  knowledge 
except  on  order  of  the  commission  or  a  court 
or  judge,  while  his  offense  is  not  named,  he  is 
subject,  on  conviction,  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
five  thousand  dollars  or  imprisonment  not  more 
than  two  years,  or  both.  Such  an  offender  is  to 
be  prosecuted  in  any  court  of  the  United  States 
of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Interchangeable  Mileage  Tickets. 

For  a  violation  of  a  proviso  relating  to  inter¬ 
changeable  mileage  tickets,  and  the  filing  of  the 
rates  for  same,  and  the  conditions  relating  there¬ 
to,  the  carrier  is  subject  to  a  punishment,  as  pro¬ 
vided  by  section  10,  as  amended  March  2,  1889. 
As  that  section  provides  for  certain  violations 
a  fine  and  for  others  fine  and  imprisonment  it  is 
uncertain  what  is  the  punishment  for  violation 
of  the  proviso.  ... 

Failure  to  report  accidents  is  a  misdemeanor 
and  the  carrier  is  subject,  upon  conviction  in  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  a  fine  of  not 
more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

It  is  an  offense  for  any  person  to  _  refuse  or 
neglect  to  attend  and  testify  in  obedience  to  a 
lawful  order  of  the  commission.  One  convicted 
before  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars 
nor  more  than  five  thousand  dollars,  or  imprison¬ 
ment  not  more  than  one  year,  or  both.  _ 

For  offering,  granting,  giving  or  soliciting,  ac¬ 
cepting  or  receiving  any  rebate,  concession  or 
discrimination  by  which  property  is  transported 
at  a  less  rate  than  the  published  tariff  is  de¬ 
clared  unlawful.  Every  one  so  violating  the 
law,  be  he  corporation  or  natural  person,  is 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  subject,  upon  con¬ 
viction  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  of  crimes,  to  a  penalty.  If  a  corpor¬ 
ation,  the  penalty  is  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars  nor  more  than  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars ;  if  a  natural  person  the  penalty 
includes  as  well,  liability  to  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiary  for  a  term  not  exceeding  t\vo  years, 
or  both.  Criminal  action  under  this  section  must 
be  brought  within  the  district  within  which  such 
violation  was  committed,  or  through  which  the 
transportation  may  have  been  conducted,  or  if 
the  offense  be  begun  in  one  district  and  com¬ 
pleted  in  another,  then  in  either  of  them. 

If  a  carrier  fail  to  file  and  publish  tariffs  or 
strictly  to  observe  them  it  is  guilty  of  a  mis¬ 
demeanor,  and  the  corporation  is  subject  to  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  one  thousand  dollars  nor 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  each  of¬ 
fense. 

One  of  the  most  important  criminal  provisions 
relating  to  interstate  commerce,  if  it  shall  ulti¬ 
mately  be  held  to  apply,  is  section  5440,  Revised 
Statutes.  In  the  present  state  of  the  decisions, 
the  circuit  courts  are  at  variance  as  to  the  ap¬ 
plicability  of  this  section.  It  has  been  held  to 
apply  and  also  held  not  to  apply.  As  the  im¬ 
prisonment  features  of  the  interstate  commerce 
law  have  now  been  restored,  it  is  likely  that 
this  section  will  apply.  By  it,  conspiracy  to  com¬ 


mit  an  offense  against  the  United  States,  if  one 
of  the  parties  do  any  act  to  effect  the  object  of 
the  conspiracy,  makes  all  parties  to  the  conspira¬ 
cy  liable  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  one  thou¬ 
sand  nor  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and 
imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  attorney-general, 
upon  the  application-  of  the  interstate  commerce 
commission,  to  institute  in  proper  courts  pro¬ 
ceedings  for  a  punishment  of  all  violations  of 
the  act. 

Forfeitures. 

Several  forfeitures  are  provided  for  by  the 
law.  It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  attorney-general 
to  institute  in  proper  courts  proceedings  to  re¬ 
cover,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  these 
forfeitures. 

Knowingly  failing  or  neglecting  to  obey  any 
order  of  the  commission  (made  in  pursuance  of 
section  15)  subjects  the  carrier,  officer,  representa¬ 
tive,  or  agent  or  receiver,  trustee,  lessee  or  agent 
to  a  forfeiture  of  five  thousand  dollars  for  each  of¬ 
fense,  and  every  distinct  violation  is  a  separate 
offense ;  in  a  continuing  violation  each  day  is  a 
separate  offense.  Such  forfeitures  are  to  be  re¬ 
covered  in  a  civil  suit  in  the  district  where  the 
carrier  has  its  principal  operating  office  or  in 
any  district  through  which  the  road  of  the  car¬ 
rier  runs. 

Failure  to  make  annual  reports  as  required  or 
to  answer  any  authorized  question  within  thirty 
days  from  the  lawful  time,  or  failure  to  file 
special  reports  or  reports  of  earnings  and  ex¬ 
penses  if  required,  subjects  the  carrier,  person 
or  corporation  to  a  forfeiture  of  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  and  every  day  it  shall  be  in 
default. 

A  forfeiture  of  five  hundred  dollars  per  day 
is  provided  for  a  carrier,  receiver  or  trustee  who 
shall  (a)  keep  accounts  other  than  those  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  commission,  or  (b)  fail  or  re¬ 
fuse  to  keep  the  accounts  prescribed  by  the  com¬ 
mission,  or  (c)  to  submit  these  accounts  to  the 
inspection  of  its  authorized  agents. 

The  attorney-general  may  sue  to  recover  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  from  one  who 
knowingly  receives  or  accepts  a  rebate  three 
times  the  value  thereof  as  a  forfeiture.  Such 
civil  proceeding  is  to  be  brought  in  any  court  of 
the  United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

The  interstate  commerce  commission  having 
lodged  with  a  district  attorney  verified  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  violation  of  the  safety  appliance 
act,  it  is  his  duty  to  sue  for  a  penalty  of  one 
hundred  dollars  for  each  violation.  Such  suits 
are  to  be  brought  in  the  district  court  where  the 
violation  shall  have  been  committed. 

Suit  for  Damages. 

Suit  may  be  brought  by  one  injured  for  the 
full  amount  of  the  damages  caused  by  a  common 
carrier,  if  it  shall  do  or  cause  to  be  done  any¬ 
thing  prohibited  by  the  act,  or  omitted  to  be 
done  if  required  by  the  act.  Judgment  may  in¬ 
clude  a  reasonable  attorney’s  fee.  Suit  to_  be 
brought  in  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

One  who  secures  an  unjust  discrimination 
against  another  consignor  or  consignee  by  the 
payment  of  money  or  other  thing  of_  value,  or 
by  solicitation  or  otherwise,  is  made  jointly  liable 
with  the  carrier  to  an  action  on  the  case  caused 
by  or  resulting  from  such  discrimination.  The 
suit  by  the  consignor  or  consignee  discriminated 
against  is  to  be  brought  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  of  competent  jurisdiction. 

Suits  to  Compel  Obedience  to  the  Orders  of 
the  Commission. 

If  the  carrier  fail  to  obey  an  order  of  the 
commission  awarding  damages,  the  complainant 
or  any  party  for  whose  benefit  the  order  was 
issued  may,  within  one  year  from  the  date  of 
the  order,  file  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  a  petition,  setting  forth  the  causes  for 
which  he  claims  damages  and  the  order  of  the 
commission.  The  court  in  which  such  suit  is 
brought  must  be  in  the  district  in  \fhjch  the 
plaintiff  resides,  or  in  which  the  carrier  has 


its  principal  operating  office  or  through  which 
the  road  of  the  carrier  runs.  The  plaintiff  is 
not  liable  for  costs  in  the  circuit  court  or  on 
appeal  unless  the  appeal  is  brought  by  him.  In 
cases  of  this  nature,  joint  plaintiffs  may  sue 
joint  defendants. 

If  an  order  be  made  by  the  commission,  and 
it  be  one  other  than  for  the  payment  of  money, 
and  it  be  disobeyed,  any  party  injured  may  apply 
to  the  circuit  court  by  petition  for  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  order.  That  circuit  court  has  juris¬ 
diction  in  whose  district  the  carrier  has  its 
principal  operating  office,  in  which  the  violation 
or  disobedience  occurred.  '1  he  petition  is  to 
state  the  substance  of  the  order  and  the  respect 
in  which  it  has  not  been  obeyed.  The  court 
is  to  determine  how  the  petition  shall  be  served 
upon  the  carrier.  And  it  is  authorized  to  “prose¬ 
cute  such  inquiries  and  make  such  investiga¬ 
tions,  through  such  means  as  it  shall  deem  need¬ 
ful  in  the  ascertainment  of  the  facts  at  issue,  and 
which  may  arise  upon  the  hearing  of  such  peti¬ 
tion.”  Having  had  such  a  hearing  as  the  cir¬ 
cuit  court  deems  to  be  necessary,  and  it  ap¬ 
pearing  that  “the  order  was  regularly  made  and 
duly  served,”  and  that  the  carrier  is  in  dis¬ 
obedience  of  the  order,  the  court  is  to  enforce 
obedience  to  the  order  by  wiit  of  injunction  or 
other  process.  To  enforce  such  process  _  the 
court  has  the  powers  ordinarily  exercised  by  it  in 
compelling  obedience  to  writs  of  injunction  and 
mandamus.  Appeals  from  such  suits  lie  direct 
to  the  Supreme  court. 

Suits  to  Vacate  Commission’s  Order. 

The  statute  is  silent  on  who  may  be  plaintiff, 
but  authorizes  suits  to  be  brought  against  the 
commission  “  to  enjoin,  set  aside,  annul  or  sus¬ 
pend  any  order  or  requirement  of  the  commis¬ 
sion.”  Such  suits  may  be  brought  at  any  time 
after  the  order  is  promulgated.  The  suit  rnust 
be  instituted  where  the  carrier  has  its  principal 
operating  office.  If  the  order  or  requirement  be 
against  two  or  more  carriers,  the  court  sitting  at 
the  place  of  the  principal  operating  office.  If 
a  carrier  has  its  principal  operating  office  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  then  the  place  of  its  prin¬ 
cipal  office  governs  the  place  of  instituting  the 
suit. 

The  provisions  of  the  “expediting  act”  apply  to 
suits  of  this  nature.  The  e.xpediting  act  pro¬ 
vides  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  attorney-general, 
when  the  suit  of  the  kind  just  mentioned  shall 
have  been  filed,  to  issue  a  certificate  of  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  importance  of  the  matter,  where¬ 
upon  the  case  is  to  be  in  every  way  expedited 
and  heard  at  the  earliest  practical  date  before 
not  less  than  three  judges — either  three  circuit 
judges  or  two  circuit  judges  and  one  district 
judge.  Such  proceedings  are  also  applicable  to 
the  application  for  a  preliminary  injunction, 
which  must  not  be  granted  until  after  the  hear¬ 
ing,  upon  notice  of  not  less  than  five  days  to  the 
commission.  Within  sixty  days  from  the  final 
decree  of  the  circuit  court  appeals  lie  only  to 
the  Supreme  court. 

Steel  Barges  for  Ohio  River. 

A  new  and  most  promising  use  for  steel  is 
the  construction  of  steel  barges  for  the  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  on  the  Ohio  and  down  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river.  A  number  of  barges  are  now 
being  built  at  Tittsburg  by  large  coal  operators 
with  a  view  to  carrying  coal  down  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  and  to  Havana  and  other  West  Indian 
ports  without  breaking  cargo.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  there  are  about  11.000  coal  barges 
on  the  rivers,  and  with  the  start  made  for  the 
substitution  of  steel  for  these  wooden  barges 
ii  is  believed  that  there  will  be  a  very  rapid 
change,  and  that  there  will  soon  be  an  enor¬ 
mous  fleet  of  steel  barges  handling  coal  on 
the  Ohio  river  and  its  tributaries  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  Europe,  to  the  West  Indies  and  to 
Central  America.  This  not  only  means  a  great 
demand  for  steel  for  an  entirely  new  use,  but 
it  means  an  entirely  new  development  in  the 
river  coal  trade  of  very  far-reaching  impor¬ 
tance. 
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A  Model  West  Virginia  Tipple. 


cinnati,  when  cars  can  not  be  had  at  the  mines 
for  through  shipment. 

For  the  advantages  named,  the  United  States 
Coal  &  Oil  Co.  decided  that  it  was  worth  while 
to  spend  $500,000.  The  great  new  tipple  just 
finished  has  cost  nearly  $100,000,  but  besides 
this  coal  handling  plant  an  up-to-date  boat 


The  immense  new  river  tipple  of  the  Island 
Creek  Fuel  Co.,  at  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
is  now  finished,  and  during  the  first  month  of 
its  existence  30,104  tons  of  coal  were  dumped 
through  it  from  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  cars  to 
barges  in  the  Ohio  river,  and  every  pound  of 
this  fuel  found  a  ready  market  at  Cincinnati 


ever  portion  of  it  is  needed  for  reshipment 
by  rail  from  Cincinnati.  The  advantage  of  the 
scheme  is  a  low  freight  rate  to  Huntington, 
cheap  river  transportation,  the  chance  of  find¬ 
ing  a  market  in  barges  along  the  river,  and 
the  increased  likelihood  of  being  able  to  get 
cars  for  shipment  north  and  west  from  Cin¬ 


ful  towboats  Val  P.  Collins  and  Catherine 
Davis  and  about  one  hundred  barges,  as  well 
as  the  sectional  docks  at  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
used  for  the  repairing  and  building  of  floating 
property  of  all  kinds.  When  operations  were 
begun  on  the  new  tipple  at  Huntington,  the 
first  thing  to  do  was  to  dredge  out  the  river 
at  the  point  where  the  tipple  was  to  be  built, 
and  the  most  complete  dredge  and  wrecking 
boat  on  the  Ohio  river,  the  Mamie  Barrett, 
was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  about  $20,000.  This 
valuable  craft  will  be  retained  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  as  it  contains  a  fine  wrecking  outfit  with 
large  pumps,  divers’  outfits,  etc.,  and  will 
the  saving  of  time  for  the  steamers,  as  well 
as  the  low  price  and  high  quality  of  the  coal, 
it  is  safe  to  predict  that  every  steamboat  on 
the  Ohio  river  that  can  get  to  this  new  tipple 
will  coal  there. 

The  electric  power  plant  at  Huntington  con¬ 
sists  of  a  50  k.  w.  Bullock  generator  run  by 
a  Taylor  &  Chandler  engine. 

An  idea  of  the  immensity  of  the  great  tip¬ 
ple  can  be  gained  when  it  is  learned  that  the 
doubtless  be  needed  often  in  caring  for  the 
large  fleet  of  the  Island  Creek  Fuel  Co. 

It  appears  to  be  part  of  the  contract  between 
the  Island  Creek  Fuel  Co.  and  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Railroad  Co.  that  the  former  com¬ 
pany  is  to  furnish  the  cars  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  its  coal  from  the  mines  to  Hunt¬ 
ington,  a  distance  of  seventy-five  miles,  and 
for  this  purpose  Colonel  Beebe  has  had  built, 
and  now  has  in  active  operation,  one  hundred 
of  the  largest  type  of  coal  cars  in  use  on  any 
road.  These  cars  are  of  fifty  tons’  capacity 
and  are  built  with  the  well  known  Bettendorf 
steel  trucks.  The  fuel  company  also  has  in 
constant  use  two  regulation  railroad  locomo¬ 
tives.  As  may  be  seen  from  the  accompany¬ 
ing  photographs,  the  great  coal  tipple  at  Hunt¬ 
ington  is  built  strong  enough  so  that  a  whole 
railroad  train  of  coal  cars  can  be  run  right 
out  to  the  tipple.  A  fifty  ton  car  can  be  dump¬ 
ed  and  the  contents  loaded  carefully  into  a 
barge  in  a  little  over  five  minutes.  The  entire 
outfit  was  built  with  a  capacity  of  3,000  tons 


Coaling  Ohio  River  Steamer. 


yard  has  been  established  and  the  company  is 
now  busily  engaged  in  building  its  own  barges. 
The  boat-building  plant  is  capable  of  turning 
out  a  barge  a  week,  and  the  already  large  fleet 
of  the  company  is  being  increased  at  that 
rate,  and  at  a  cost  of  $1,700  a  barge. 

Upward  of  $175,000  was  spent  by  this  com¬ 
pany  when  it  bought  out  the  complete  river 
transportation  outfit  of  the  Collins  &  Hartweg 
Co.  a  few  months  ago,  exclusive  mention  of 
which  was  made  in  The  Black  Diamond  at 
the  time.  This  plant  consisted  of  the  power¬ 


a  day  of  ten  hours.  During  the  first  month  of 
its  existence  over  20,000  tons  of  coal  were 
handled  over  the  new  structure.  Two  bas¬ 
kets  of  five  tons  each  drop  the  coal  from  the 
i-ailroad  cars  into  the  barge.  There  are  all 
kinds  of  screens  in  the  tipple,  so  that  any 
grade  of  coal  can  be  made  and  loaded  into 
separate  barges. 

A  most  unique  contrivance  of  the  new  tip¬ 
ple  is  an  arrangement  of  hoppers  and  chutes 
so  that  steamboats  can  be  "coaled”  without 
the  necessity  of  handling  any  of  the  fuel  by 


Tipple  and  Trestle. 


and  other  points  along  the  river.  The  great 
elevating  plant  of  the  same  concern,  located  a 
few  miles  below  Cincinnati,  is  not  yet  finished, 
but  will  show,  in  its  construction  and  equip¬ 
ment,  the  same  massiveness  that  is  apparent 
from  a  glance  at  the  Huntington  tipple. 

To  begin  with,  the  Island  Creek  Fuel  Co., 
formerly  called  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co., 
was  organized  about  a  year  ago  to  transport 
coal  from  the  mines  of  the  United  States  Coal 
&  Oil  Co.,  at  Holden,  W.  Va.,  on  the  Guyan 
Valley  division  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad,  to  a  point  a  few  miles  below  Cincin¬ 
nati,  where  the  coal  is  to  be  elevated  and 
loaded  on  cars  on  the  track  of  the  Big  Four 
and  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  The  Island 
Creek  Fuel  Co.  is  the  transportation  end  of 
the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  and  the 
Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.  is  the  selling  de¬ 
partment  of  the  same  company,  which  owns 
over  30,000  acres  of  fine  coal  properties  on 
Island  Creek,  and  which  already  has  in  oper¬ 
ation  probably  the  most  expensively  equipped 
coal  mines  in  the  United  States.  This  com¬ 
pany  is  said  to  have  spent  over  $1,000,000  in 
opening  up  mines,  building  miners’  houses, 
stores,  school  houses,  a  club  house,  putting  in 
extensive  machinery,  etc.,  before  it  marketed 
a  ton  of  coal.  The  mines  of  the  United  States 
Coal  &  Oil  Co.  now  have  a  capacity  of  3,000 
tons  a  day  and  they  are  being  further  en¬ 
larged.  These  mines,  while  only  a  little  over 
a  year  old,  have  over  seventeen  miles  of  under¬ 
ground  workings. 

The  organization  of  the  Island  Creek  Fuel 
Co.  was  brought  about  primarily  by  a  shortage 
of  coal  cars  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road.  An  arrangement  was  made  with  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  to  haul  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.’s  Island  Creek  coal  from 
the  mines  at  Holden  to  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
for  a  local  rate  of  freight  and  a  contract  was 
entered  into  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Island 
Creek  Fuel  Co.  began  at  once  the  erection  of 
an  immense  coal  tipple  at  Huntington,  bought 
a  fleet  of  steamboats  and  barges,  and  began 
the  erection  of  an  immense  coal  elevator  at 
Sekitan,  a  few  miles  below  Cincinnati,  on  the 
Ohio  river.  It  is  the  scheme  of  the  company 
to  dump  the  Island  Creek  coal  at  Huntington 
into  barges,  and  transport  these  barges  by 
water  to  Ohio  river  points,  and  elevate  what¬ 
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hand.  One  of  the  photographs  shows  the  Ohio 
river  passenger  and  freight  steamer  Henry  M. 
Stanley  having  coal  rim  right  into  her  coal 
box  at  the  rate  of  eighty  bushels  a  minute 
without  a  single  pound  of  it  being  touched  by 
hand.  Steamers  of  this  type  usually  take  on 
about  400  to  800  bushels  of  coal  at  a  time, 
so  it  can  be  easily  understood  that  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  Island  Creek  Fuel  Co.  will 
save  the  steamers  a  great  amount  of  money 


in  labor  besides  giving  them  a  most  satisfac¬ 
tory  fuel.  A  charge  of  five  cents  a  bushel  is 
made  for  three-inch  run-of-mine  delivered  into 
the  deckroom  of  steamboats,  and  considering 
letters,  “Island  Creek  Coal,”  on  top  of  the 
tipple,  are  five  feet  high.  The  sign  itself  is 
sixty-two  feet  long,  and  contains  417  incan¬ 
descent  electric  lamps.  At  night,  when  this 
sign  is  lighted,  it  can  be  seen  for  miles  up 
and  down  the  Ohio  river,  and  is  a  most  livid 
advertisement  of  an  excellent  grade  of  fuel. 
The  top  of  the  tipple  is  eighty-five  feet  above 
low  water,  and  the  bottom  of  the  tipple  is 
six  feet  above  the  stage  of  the  great  flood  in 
1884.  The  tipple  proper  is  built  upon  two 
solid  concrete  piers  sixty  feet  in  length,  thir¬ 
teen  feet  wide  and  thirty-four  feet  deep.  These 
two  piers  alone  cost  $15,000.  The  entire  plarit 
is  lighted  with  electric  lights  and  whenever  it 
is  necessary  loading  of  coal  can  be  carried 
on  at  night  as  well  as  by  day.  Three  ice 
piers,  constructed  of  piling,  at  a  cost  of  over 
$10,000,  have  been  made  with  a  view  of  pro- 


provided  for,  besides  the  amount  of  coal  that 
can  be  usually  stored  in  barges  afloat  in  the 
river.  It  is  now  expected  the  new  elevator 
will  be  completed  within  a  month.  The  entire 
scheme  of  loading  coal  at  Huntington  and  ele¬ 
vating  it  again  at  Cincinnati  originated  with 
Col.  J.  C.  Beebe,  who  promoted  the  idea, 
and  who  carried  out  his  ideas  to  the  letter. 
Colonel  Beebe  has  been  tireless  in  his  work  of 
completing  his  great  plants,  and  he  is  now 


beginning  to  see  the  delicious  fruits  of  his 
labors. 

Although  the  elevator  at  Sekitan  is  not  yet 
in  operation,  the  plant  at  Huntington  is  load¬ 
ing  nearly  a  thousand  tons  of  coal  a  day,  which 
is  finding  a  ready  market  among  the  other 
river  coal  dealers  at  Cincinnati  and  other  ad¬ 
jacent  points.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.  to  gradually  push  the 
sale  of  Island  Creek  coal  to  other  markets, 
such  as  Louisville,  Memphis,  and  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

V 

Wood  Pipe  Most  Efficient. 

White  Pine  is  the  Best  Material. 

Wooden  pipes  have  been  used  for  centuries 
as  conductors  of  water  and  notwithstanding 
the  great  advance  made  in  the  improved  man¬ 
ufacture  of  iron  pipes,  there  are  certain  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  wooden  pipes  give  the 
most  satisfactory  results.  It  is  generally 


ties  of  wood  when  kept  thoroughly  wet,  con¬ 
tinue  by  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
coefficient  of  resistance  is  lower  in  wood  than 
in  metal  pipe,  and  remains  less,  gradually  de¬ 
creasing  with  time,  while  on  the  contrary  it 
increases  in  metal  pipe.  It  is  an  accepted  fact 
that  wood  pipe  is  not  affected  by  electrical 
action;  it  is  impervious  to  acid  conditions  of 
soil,  and  to  rust  and  corrosion. 

The  increased  use  of  wood  pipes  by  many 
large  coal  companies  goes  to  prove  that  pipes 
of  this  kind  are  specially  adapted  for  certain 
kinds  of  work.  The  pipes  may  be  had  from  1 
to  20  inch  bore,  and  in  lengths  from  4  to  8 
feet.  Winding  the  pipe  with  wire  or  steel 
hoops  will  enable  it  to  withstand  a  pressure 
of  400  feet  head  or  100  pounds  to  the  square 
inch.  The  steel  hoops,  before  being  wound 
on  the  pipes,  are  passed  through  a  prepara¬ 
tion  of  cement,  which  thoroughly  coats  the 
hoops  and  prevents  them  from  being  corroded 
by  impurities  from  the  liquid  conveyed,  which, 
in  time,  would  work  through  the  wood  and  de¬ 
stroy  the  hoop.  The  nearness  of  the  bands  to 
each  other  and  the  weight  of  the  steel  hoops 
are  regulated  by  the  pressure  the  pipe  is  to 
sustain.  These  bands  are  wound  upon  the 
wood  under  great  tension,  and  a  socket  and 
tension  joint  is  used.  When  the  pipe  is  wound 
with  copper  wire,  it  is  practically  indestruc¬ 
tible.  In  recent  years  wood  pipe  has  been 
made  of  hard  maple  to  withstand  a  pressure 
of  160  pounds  per  square  inch.  This  type  is 
used  particularly  for  conveying  gritty  culm 
and  other  rough  substances  which  quickly  rum 
iron  pipe.  Actual  experience  proves  that  line 
of  maple  will  last  ten  times  as  long  as  one  of 
iron.  The  action  of  the  grit  in  running 
through  maple  produces  a  perfectly  smooth 
surface,  polished  like  glass,  which  does  not  re¬ 
sist  the  rush  of  the  material  through  the'pipe. 
Wood  pipe  is  cheaper  than  iron,  and,  weighing 
less,  does  not  cost  so  much  to  transport. 

V 

Ten  Years  Behind  on  Dock 
Equipment. 

The  shippers  of  the  Kanawha  and  New  River 
coal  fields  do  not  agree  with  President  George 
W.  Stevens,  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad 
when  he  attributes  the  present  shortage  of  coal 
cars  on  his  roacl  to  the  fact  that  vessels  were 
not  supplied  at  tidewater  to  receive  the  coal  and 
that  necessarily  the  cars  were  tied  up  at  the  coal 
docks.  The  shippers  make  the  claim  that  all  last 
summer  they  had  plenty  of  vessels  but  the  rail¬ 
road  could  not  handle  the  coal  with  inadequate 
facilities  they  have  at  Newport  New's. 


Electric  Plant.  Type  of  Island  Creek  Cars. 


General  View  of  Tipple. 


tecting  the  great  tipple  and  the  trestle  work 
from  ice  and  high  water. 

The  companion  piece  to  the  big  tipple' and 
plant  just  described  is  the  great  coal  elevator 
now  being  constructed  and  nearing  comple¬ 
tion  at  Seketan  station,  a  few  miles  below  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  At  this  point  close  to  $100,000  are 
being  spent,  but  the  largest  and  finest  coal 
elevator  ever  built  on  the  Ohio  river  will  re¬ 
sult  from  the  expenditure.  Storage  capacity 
for  upward  of  125,000  tons  of  coal  are  being 


known  that  sulphur  and  other  impurities  in 
mine  water  have  no  effect  upon  wood,  while 
if  it  is  desired  to  convey  spring  or  mineral 
water,  the  wooden  pipe  has  the  advantage  of 
not  tainting  the  water  with  rust  or  poisonous 
lead,  says  the  Engineering  and  Mining  Jour¬ 
nal.  Those  familiar  with  the  use  of  wmoden 
pipes  claim  that  selected  white  pine,  free  from 
sap  and  imperfections,  is  the  best  wood  from 
which  to  manufacture  pipe.  These  same  au¬ 
thorities,  after  pointing  out  the  lasting  quali- 


It  is  well  known  that  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  has  done  nothing  in  the  last  ten  years 
to  better  their  equipment  at  the  docks  and  with 
the  increasing  tonnage  it  is  an  impossibility  for 
them  to  handle  the  coal.  The  operators  claim 
they  have  been  repeatedly  promised  by  President 
Stevens  to  do  something  that  would  better  the 
existing  conditions,  but  instead  of  getting  better 
the  car  supply  on  the  road  is  now  worse  than 
at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad. 
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The  Calumet  Dock  Destroyed  by  Fire. 


One  of  the  largest  fires  in  the  history  of  the 
coal  industry  took  place  last  Saturday  morning, 
November  tenth,  at  8:15,  at  the  Lehigh  Valley 
coal  dock,  situated  at  One  Hundredth  street 
and  the  Calumet  river.  South  Chicago.  The 
Calumet  dock  was  one  of  the  largest  storage 


from  a  position  of  about  seventy-five  feet  from 
the  building  the  firemen  directed  streams  of  water 
upon  the  burning  structure.  A  large  number  of 
vessels  moored  at  the  wharfs  waiting  to  take  out 
coal  had  very  narrow  escapes.  The  Merrett  com¬ 
pany’s  grain  elevator  on  the  river  bank  at  Ninety- 


two  thousand  tons.  No  definite  estimate  of  the 
damage  to  the  machinery  has  been  made.  The 
five  hoisting  towers  were  saved.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  machinery  cost  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  originally.  The  total  loss  was  fully  cov¬ 
ered  by  insurance.  The  Lehigh  Valiev  Coal  Co. 


plants  for  coal  in  the  west.  It  was  comprised 
of  three  large  buildings,  150x260  feet,  and  had  a 
storage  capacity  of  seventy-five  thousand  gross 
tons.  The  original  cost  of  the  plant,  exclusive 
of  machinery,  was  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  machinery  was  of  the 
latest  type  and  built  by  the  Dodge  Coal  Stor¬ 
age  Co. 

Valuable  Location. 

The  position  of  the  dock  was  most  advanta¬ 
geous.  It  was  in  close  proximity  of  the  two  belt 
lines,  the  Chicago  &  Western  Indiana  railroad 
and  the  Elgin,  Joliet  &  Eastern  railroad,  connect¬ 
ing  with  all  western  lines.  This  was  a  very  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  the  prompt  dispatch  of  coal 
throughout  the  western  markets.  There  are  also 
seven  elevators  near  the  dock,  which  always 
gave  a  good  supply  of  empty  cars.  It  was  the 
general  practice  of  the  railroads  to  send  the  cars 
loaded  with  grain  to  the  elevators,  after  which 
they  were  forwarded  to  the  coal  dock  to  be 
loaded  with  coal  for  return  trips. 

How  the  Fire  Started. 

The  fire  was  first  discovered  by  Edward 
Linnan,  who  was  employed  in  one  of  the  offices 
of  the  company.  Ten  men  were  working  in  one 
of  the  offices  on  the  fourth  floor  when  the  fire 
broke  out.  The  main  two-story  office  building 
was  the  first  to  be  consumed.  This  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  two  immense  sheds  each  a  block  long. 
Then  the  three  docks  extending  along  the  Calu¬ 
met  river  were  destroyed.  The  blaze  finally 
spread  into  the  building  used  by  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  as  a  machine  shop  and  it  was  nearly  all 
destroyed  before  the  fire  was  extinguished.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  fire  first  broke  out  on  a 
trestle  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  long  coal  sheds, 
but  there  is  no  rational  theory  of  its  origin.  The 
fire  boat  “Protector”  was  immediately  run  up 
the  river  as  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given,  and 


eighth  street  was  also  threatened  as  well  as  the 
plant  of  the  Chicago  Shipbuilding  Co.,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  river.  The  location  of  the 
buildings  on  the  river  front  greatly  hampered 
the  firemen  in  their  work.  The  fire  grew  to  such 
proportions  that  a  third  alarm  was  sent  in  and 
two  engines  from  the  city  fire  department  of 
Chicago  were  sent  out  on  a  flat  car.  The  coal 
has  continued  burning  all  week. 

The  Effect  of  the  Fire. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  were  about  fifty  thou¬ 
sand  tons  of  coal  in  storage  when  the  fire  broke 


out.  The  company  will  save  a  large  portion  of 
the  egg  and  buckwheat  coal,  which  will  amount 
to  about  eighteen  thousand  tons,  but  all  the 
stove  and  nut  coal  was  lost,  amounting  to  thirty- 


already  have  engineers  on  the  ground  making 
plans  for  a  new  plant,  me  new  structure  will 
no  doubt  be  of  steel  construction  and  contain 
the  most  up-to-date  hosting  machinery  and  every 
device  for  rapid  unloading  and  loading  of  coal. 

Relation  to  the  Trade. 

Selling  agents  at  first  predicted  that  the  loss 
of  the  Calumet  dock  would  greatly  affect  the 
anthracite  supply  in  the  western  market.  How¬ 
ever,  after  thinking  the  matter  over,  it  is  the 
general  opinion  that  the  effect  will  not  be  nearly 


as  great  as  was  anticipated.  Of  course  the  docks 
were  used  in  many  cases  for  emergency,  it  being 
the  aim  of  the  company  to  ship  as  much  coal  all 
rail  as  possible.  The  Lehigh  Valley  Co.  has 


View  of  Dock  After  the  Fire. 
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are  J.  P.  Cominsky,  W.  H.  Bennett,  S.  P. 
Bennett,  S.  P.  Bennett  and  E.  M.  Bennett. 

Burns  Bros,  have  been  incorporated  at  New 
York  to  handle  coal,  wood  and  other  fuel  at 
wholesale.  The  new  company  has  a  capital 
of  $30,000  and  the  following  men  are  directors: 
M.  F.  Burns,  F.  L.  Burns  and  J.  J.  Smith. 

Marrowbone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$125,000.  The  company  will  mine  coal  and  other 
minerals  in  that  state  and  is  incorporated  by 
R.  C.  Peacock,  W.  A.  Foreman  and  E.  F.  Speer. 

The  Risher  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  to  purchase  and 
operate  coal  lands,  etc.,  with  $2,000  capital 
stock.  James  H.  Ida  and  William  W.  Risher 
are  officers  and  directors  of  the  new  company. 

The  City  Storage  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Chicago  with  .$4,000  capital  stock. 
The  company  will  engage  in  storing,  teaming 
and  a  wholesale  coal  business,  and  is  incor¬ 
porated  by  L.  Sprague,  George  Green  and 
Clarence  Smith. 

The  Tennessee  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  of  Scott 
county,  Tenn.,  has  filed  articles  of  incorpora¬ 
tion  at  Nashville,  showing  a  capital  stock  of 
$10,000.  The  incorporators  are  Hall  Hage- 
meyer,  Bartlett  Hagemeyer,  Robert  Walton, 
L.  H.  Young  and  T.  C.  Young. 

The  H.  C.  Buck  Jr.  Co.,  No.  9  Clinton 
street,  Newark,  N.  J.,  has  been  incorporated 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  company 
will  engage  in  the  coal  and  lumber  business 
and  is  incorporated  by  H.  C.  Buck  Jr.,  A.  W. 
Lewis,  F.  J.  Smith,  all  of  Newark. 

The  New  Flat-Top  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $300,000  by  Frank  M.  Osborne  and 
J.  R.  Nutt,  both  of  that  city.  The  company 
will  develop  30,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the 
New  River  held  of  West  Virginia. 

The  Tennessee  Gem  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  with  a  cap.tal 
stock  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  coal  properties  on  Walden’s  Ridge. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are  G.  H. 
Holliday,  Lot  Davis  and  Walter  C.  Holliday. 

F.  H.  Jarden  &  Son,  Inc.,  has  been  organized 
at  Camden,  N.  J.,  to  conduct  a  general  wholesale 
coal  and  contracting  business.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  new  company  is  hfty  thousand  dollars 
and  the  incorporators  are  F.  H.  Jarden,  J.  C. 
Truitt  and  G.  P.  Williams,  all  of  Camden. 

The  Majestic  Colliery  Co.,  Eckrnan,  W.  Va., 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$250,000.  The  operations  of  the  cornpany  will 
be  in  Pike  county,  Ky.  James  R.  Gillian,  W.  A. 
Philips,  S.  W.  Paterson,  J.  M.  Mann  and  Morris 
Watts  are  incorporators  of  the  new  company. 


Huntington  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  Nov. 
tenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1905: 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Nov.  10,  1906..  20,425  23,430  43,855 

Corresponding  week,  1905...  20,062  19,576  39,638 

Total  for  1906 . 680,427  960,847  1,641,275 

Corresponding  period,  1905 ..  611,343  860,082  1,471,426 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1906  to  date  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  last  year 
amounted  to  169,848  tons. 


The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beach  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  October  thirty-first,  1906, 
amounted  to  224,108  tons,  making  a  total  to 
that  date  of  5,244,557  tons,  as  compared  with 
7,461,680  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted 
to  3,649  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  60,- 
524  tons,  as  compared  with  73,288  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 


six  other  docks  in  the  west,  two  in  Chicago,  two 
in  Milwaukee,  and  two  at  the  head  of  the  lakes 
at  Duluth  and  Superior.  The  company  has  al¬ 
ready  made  arrangements  to  transfer  the  larger 
portion  of  the  Calumet  business  to  their  other 


The  capacity  of  the  Calumet  dock  was  about  one 
hundred  cars  daily.  On  the  morning  of  the  fire 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  cars  were  waiting 
to  be  loaded.  Officials  of  the  company  are  hope¬ 
ful  that  the  plant  is  not  so  greatly  damaged  but 


This  Photograph  Was  Taken  on  Wednesday— Coal  Burning  Five  Days  After  the  Fire  Started. 


docks.  In  the  east  their  representatives  have 
been  making  preparations  to  increase  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  all  rail  shipments.  The  two  large  docks 
which  they  operate  at  Buffalo  will  also  be  utilized. 


that  it  can  be  temporarily  used  to  take  care  of 
some  of  the  business  during  the  winter.  The 
dock  was  in  charge  of  A.  Wallace,  superin¬ 
tendent. 


New  Enterprises. 


Coal  Tar  Products  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  $25,000  capital 
stock. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  by  the  Newfield  Coke  Co.,  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 

The  Western  Anthracite  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
filed  articles  of  incorporation  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $300,000. 

The  Central  Indiana  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Muren,  Pike  county,  Ind.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  West  End  Coal  Co.,  has  been  incorporated 
at  Fairberry,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000 
by  J.  S.  Stout,  William  H.  Davis  and  Ide  Harris. 

The  Connell  Anthracite  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Scranton,  Pa.  The  company  will 
also  open  an  office  in  Syracuse  in  the  near  future. 

The  Richland-Jellico  Coal  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  for  the  development  of  coal  lands  in  Knox 
county,  Ky.  The  main  office  of  the  company  will 
be  at  Barboursville. 

Etna  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Ironton,  Ohio,  with  $300,000  capital  stock.  The 
incorporators  are  L.  D.  York,  E.  J.  Bird,  G. 
N.  Gray  and  Daniel  Halley. 

The  Warsaw  Coal  Co.,  Edvvards,  Ill.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $12,000  capital  stock.  The  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  company  are  T.  J.  Edwards, 
M.  Cusick  and  Charles  H.  Edwards. 

The  Paola  &  Ossawatomie  Light  &  Fuel  Co. 
has  been  organized  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  by 
W.  L.  Overall,  F.  B.  Hughes  and  A.  W. 
Mackie.  The  capital  stock  is  $500,000. 

The  Keystone  Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Marion,  Ill.,  has  been  incorporated  by  M.  D. 
Adelson,  W.  Streng,  and  F.  W.  Cool.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000. 

The  Wykes  Fuel  &  Building  Material  Co.  has 
been  organized  at  South*-  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 
by  George  Wykes  and  William  Wykes.  The 
company  has  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000,  all  paid  in. 

The  Martin-Howe  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Vincennes,  Ind.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $50,000,  by  Joseph  Martin,  William 
H.  Howe,  John  H.  Coulter  and  James  B.  Fil¬ 
bert.  The  company  owns  leases  to  a  large 


tract  of  coal  land  near  Bicknell  and  is  now 
sinking  a  shaft  to  the  No.  7  vein. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Inland  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pulaski,  Va.  The 
officers  of  the  new  company  are  H.  Hardway, 
president,  and  M.  H.  Tomkins,  vice-president. 

The  Paint  Rock  Coal  &  Timber  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $300,000.  The  directors  of  the  company 
are  M.  T.  DeVault,  H.  C.  Snyder  and  L.  R.  Rey¬ 
nolds. 

The  Puritan  Fuel  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has 
been  organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  The  directors  of  the  company  are 
Albert  G.  Rabe,  Paul  K.  Rabe  and  A.  G.  Em- 
hardt. 

The  Tidewater  Co.,  Riveredge,  N.  J.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $15,- 
000,  by  Charles  J.  Rose  and  J.  A.  Rose.  The 
company  will  deal  in  coal,  coke,  wood  and 
real  estate. 

The  A.  H.  Whitsett  Coal  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Shelburn,  Sullivan  county,  Ind.,  with 
a  capital  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  A.  H.  Whitsett,  R.  C.  Whitsett 
and  W.  H.  Ford. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Boston,  Mass.,  by  the  Boston  Coked  Peat  Co., 
showing  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  named  are  C.  D.  Richardson  and 

B.  G.  Underwood. 

The  Black  Wolf  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Kuro,  W.  Va.,  by  F.  P.  Chris¬ 
tian,  J.  R.  Gellican,  T.  D.  Christian  and  T.  W. 
Gellican,  all  of  Lynchburg,  Va.  The  company 
has  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 

Rocky  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Portland, 
Maine,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $400,000.  The  incorpora¬ 
tors  of  the  company  are  M.  W.  Baldwin  and 

C.  E.  Eaton,  both  of  Portland. 

The  Coulterville,  Muddy  Coal  Co.,  East  St. 
Louis,  has  been  incorporated  with  thirty  thousand 
dollars  capital  stock  to  mine  and  deal  in  coal. 
The  company  is  incorporated  by  J.  T.  Brent, 
C.  R.  Dudley  and  G.  M.  London. 

The  Hocking  Coal  Exchange  &  Mining  Co., 
Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York.  Nov.  15 

The  Eastern  anthracite  coal  trade  keeps  up 
a  brisk  demand  and  in  general  is  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  market.  The  cars  are  not  yet 
as  plentiful  as  producers  would  like  to  see  them, 
causing  some  curtailment  in  the  delivery  of  coal 
to  the  west.  Restrictions  at  the  loading  ports, 
with  interuptions  to  water  transportation,  due  to 
bad  weather,  is  also  affecting  the  situation.  This 
has  developed  enough  business  in  the  trade  to 
absorb  what  coal  can  be  produced  and  sent  for¬ 
ward  to  market.  Prepared  sizes  are  becoming 
scarce  in  some  instances,  especially  on  the  red 
ash  varieties.  The  large  output  for  the  month 
of  October  was  rather  a  surprise,  in  reaching  the 
total  figures  of  5,:!84,768  tons,  the  largest  in  that 
month,  and  exceeding  the  shipments  for  the 
same  period  in  1905  by  179,074  tons.  I'liis,  how¬ 
ever,  has  had  no  effect  in  accumulating  stocks  at 
any  of  the  distributing  points.  In  fact,  the  de¬ 
mand  from  the  west  is  of  larger  proportions  than 
can  be  delivered  to  it,  through  the  shortage  of 
equipment  available.  But  this  is  not  an  unusual 
occurrence  with  buyers  in  that  market,  indicat¬ 
ing  no  change  from  former  years,  and  being 
merely  the  business  which  should  have  been 
placed  in  July  and  August.  That  delays  on  ton¬ 
nage  anticipated  to  be  made  by  lake  shipment  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  navigation  will  likely  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  amount,  and  cause  disappointment  to 
those  short  of  stocks.  Insurance  is  expected  to 
be  withdrawn  at  any  time  now,  as  the  colder 
weather  and  snow  in  that  region  may  limit  pro¬ 
tection  to  cargoes  earlier  than  last  year.  In  the 
event  that  this  should  occur,  causing  future  ship¬ 
ments  to  go  west  by  all  rail  routes,  it  would  prob¬ 
ably  be  materially  restricted  in  its  movement 
there.  Box  cars  for  loading  this  coal  at  the 
mines  are  short  of  what  is  needed,  and  labor  to 
handle  it  for  the  loading  of  them  being  scarce, 
there  is  liable  to  be  delays  in  its  delivery. 

Line  Trade  East  of  Mines  Is  Strong. 

The  heavier  shipments  now  increasing  on  the 
all  rail  trade,  is  taxing  the  supply  cars  to  move  it 
as  promptly  as  is  desired  in  all  cases ;  this 
keeping  shippers  full  up  on  orders  and  extending 
the  delivery  of  a  qiumtity  of  it  for  some  time  to 
come.  From  all  localities  the  demand  is  aug¬ 
mented  as  the  season  approaches  winter  condi¬ 
tions.  The  current  week  being  favored  by  a  low¬ 
er  temperature  which  prevailed,  has  had  a  good 
effect  on  the  reduction  of  stock  in  the  consumers’ 
bins,  it  being  reflected  in  both  the  retail  and 
wholesale  markets,  with  more  business  coming  in 
than  can  be  delivered  this  month.  I'he  feature  of 
this  trade  being  that  buyers  so  situated  to  take 
their  coal  by  either  line  or  water,  are  showing  a 
great  preference  for  the  former.  The  greater 
convenience  in  handling  it  direct  from  the  mines 
lessening  also  the  breakage  in  the  coal,  is  no 
doubt  influencing  the  change.  Trade  at  lower 


Canadian  and  further  east  state  points  is  feeling 
the  most  seasonable  climate  and  is  responding 
accordingly.  Stocks  in  that  territory  are  not  con¬ 
sidered  large  and  the  requirements  it  is  thought 
will  be  steady  until  well  into  winter. 

The  Coastwise  Trade  Brisk. 

The  continued  interference,  even  up  to  the 
forepart  of  this  week,  in  permitting  barges  imd 
sailing  vessels  to  make  regular  trips,  is  causing 
the  trade  at  points  affected,  to  be  more  urgent  for 
the  coal  to  arrival.  The  high  winds  on  the 
coast  were  responsible  for  the  delays,  but  condi¬ 
tions  arc  improving.  Shippers  look  for  the  de¬ 
sired  relief  in  a  few  days.  Orders  show  an  ac¬ 
cumulation,  to  some  extent,  at  the  loading  piers, 
but  are  only  waiting  for  boats  to  arrive  when  they 
will  go  forward.  The  harbor  trade  is  quite  active. 
Supplies  in  dealers’  yards  showing  depletion  by 
the  greater  needs  are  ordering  much  more  freely. 
The  demand  for  the  steam  grades,  recently  has 
been  unusual  from  former  years,  in  that  stocks 
have  been  decreased  to  a  point  where  a  shortage 
in  the  supply  may  result  later  on.  Prices  on 
these  coals  are  very  firm,  and  even  the  individ¬ 
ual  products  seem  to  be  moving  off  at  better 
prices.  Some  anxiety  was  felt  in  the  trade  here, 
at  a  possible  labor  strike  of  the  engineers  and 
firemen  of  the  anthracite  roads  early  in  the  week. 
Progress  has  been  made  since,  and  looks  more 
favorable  for  an  adjustment  of  the  trouble. 

The  Bituminous  Trade  Improved. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows 
a  better  condition  of  things  as  the  winter  sea¬ 
son  approaches.  All  consumers  are  increasing 
their  stocks  preparatory  to  winter  weather,  and 
nobody  is  allowing  them  to  run  down  at  this 
time.  Prices  are  slightly  stronger,  showing  the 
trend  of  the  market. 

Car  supply  and  the  vessel  market  continue  to 
be  the  chief  source  of  restriction  to  the  trade. 
Transportation  superintendents  are  endeavoring 
to  get  all  the  use  of  the  cars  they  can  by  urging 
the  discharge  of  them  promptly  upon  arrival. 
But  there  is  some  complaint  of  delay  neverthe¬ 
less.  Most  shippers  are  complaining  that  they 
are  receiving  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  their 
needs  on  certain  roads.  Shipments  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  are  embargoed  except  where  box  cars  from 
that  district  are  sent  to  the  mines  for  loading. 
The  short  car  supply  at  mines  located  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  upset  the  miners 
at  the  various  operations.  They  not  being  able 
to  secure  w'ork  enough,  go  to  another  mine,  and 
there  receiving  the  same  sort  of  treatment,  leave 
that  for  another,  and  so  it  goes,  keeping  things 
in  more  or  less  of  a  turmoil  on  account  of  the 
car  shortage.  This  condition  of  affairs,  where 
miners  are  not  able  to  get  the  steady  work  they 
desire,  going  from  one  mine  to  another,  often 
accentuates  the  labor  shortage  in  the  mines,  and 
makes  a  false  premise  as  to  the  actual  situation. 

In  the  vessel  market  the  most  distressing  fea¬ 


ture  to  shippers  is  that  all  the  vessels  are  east 
at  this  time,  and  the  vessels  that  are  running 
are  able  to  secure  higher  rates  than  formerly 
were  prevailing.  Brokers  are  quoting  90@95c 
for  large  vessels  from  tlie  lower  ports  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  and  claim  that  $1.00  will 
be  the  rate  before  long  on  this  class  of  vessels. 
Vessels  under  one  thousand  tons  are  able  to 
secure  ten  cents  above  the  ruling  rate  in  the 
market  at  this  time. 

There  seems  to  be  a  fair  supply  of  export 
orders  in  hand,  which,  however,  are  being  held  up 
at  the  moment  on  account  of  lack  of  vessels 
that  are  available  for  this  class  of  shipment.  It 
is  expected  that  this  will  be  remedied  in  the 
near  future. 

Trade  in  the  East  and  Sound. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  fairly  active.  The 
short  supply  of  coastwise  vessels  is  rather  con¬ 
tracting  things,  but  there  is  no  shortage  of  coal 
in  this  territory,  and  shipments  seem  to  be  in 
the  way  of  keeping  the  stock  up  toward  the 
coming  winter’s  requirements. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  calling  for  a  good 
deal  of  coal.  The  sound  barges  are  still  scarce, 
though  not  completely  tied  up,  as  a  few  weeks 
ago. 

In  New  York  harbor  trade  is  fairly  active. 
Prices  are  firmer,  ranging  from  $2.70  to  $2.90 
on  the  better  grades  of  steam  coal  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  harbor  shipping  ports,  with  cheaper 
coals  materially  reduced  to  this  market  than 
earlier  in  the  season,  the  demand  from  the  west 
calling  for  shipment  to  that  territory. 

All  rail  trade  is  materially  stronger,  and  the 
demand  is  much  improved.  The  larger  operators 
are  reporting  more  business  than  they  care  to 
accept.  This  will  of  course  force  prices  up. 
Good  grades  of  coal  are  asking  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b. 
mines. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  a  little 
irregular,  some  coal  coming  through  on  time, 
whereas  other  deliveries  are  apparently  unaccount¬ 
ably  delayed,  and  this  in  a  number  of  instances. 
Car  supply  ranges  all  the  way  from  seventy-five 
per  cent  to  eighty  per  cent  of  the  needs  where 
it  is  best,  and  down  to  twenty-five  per  cent  and 
under  where  it  is  poorest.  It  is  impossible  at 
this  time  to  specify  more  closely  than  this,  though 
the  general  complaint  is  of  car  shortage. 

In  the  Coastwise  Vessel  Market. 

Vessels  are  apparently  all  in  the  east.  Very 
few  of  them  are  at  the  shipping  ports,  and  the 
few  that  are  there  are  holding  for  higher  freights 
where  it  is  possible.  The  quotations  of  freights 
at  the  lower  ports  seem  to  be  about  ninety  cents 
for  the  large  class  of  vessels  for  Boston,  Salem 
and  Portland ;  seventy  cents  to  the  sound ;  $1.05 
to  Portsmouth,  with  the  likelihood  of  $1.00  being 
the  rate  around  the  cape  before  long  if  the  vessels 
now  in  the  east  do  not  soon  arrive  at  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports. 


Market  News  from  Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  November  16. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — It  is  becoming  more  and  more  clear  that 
dealers  some  distance  removed  from  distrilnit- 
ing  centers  should  provide  themselves  with  more 
ample  storage  capacity,  so  they  will  be  able  to 
take  coal  when  they  can  get  it.  Lack  in  this 
direction  is  now  being  fully  realized  by  the  men 
who  are  importuning  the  sales  agents  for  stock, 
and  who  are  finding  to  their  detriment  that  while 


there  is  an  ample  supply  of  coal,  the  facilities 
for  removing  it  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
requirements  of  the  season. 

There  is  at  the  present  time  an  unprecedented 
demand  for  the  domestic  sizes,  and  hampered  by 
the  car  shortage,  which  was  never  so  badly  felt 
by  the  anthracite  interests,  many  an  outside  dealer 
is  unable  to  procure  the  coal  actually  required 
by  the  demands  of  his  trade.  While  the  output 


of  the  mines  continues  normal,  or  a  trifle  above, 
forwarding  has  dropped  off  to  an  alarming  ex¬ 
tent,  with  the  result  that  not  only  the  local  rail 
trade  is  affected,  but  lake  forwarding  is  receiv¬ 
ing  a  heavy  blow. 

Meager  Storage  Capacity. 

This  question  of  a  meager  storage  capacity  is 
one  which  not  only  affects  the  country  dealer. 
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but  this  season  has  been  strongly  impressed  upon 
the  handlers  of  coal  at  the  smaller  lake  ports. 
Earlier  in  the  season  these  dealers  might  have 
secured  an  ample  supply  of  stock  with  which 
to  take  care  of  the  fall  and  winter  trade,  but 
they  were  limited  by  the  size  of  their  storage 
bins,  and  the  result  is  now  being  severely  felt. 

Locally  the  situation  is  little  different  from 
that  reported  last  week.  The  demand  for  nut 
coal,  especially,  is  very  heavy,  and  the  agents 
are  racking  their  brains  for  a  plan  by  which  they 
can  please  and  retain  their  importunate  custom. 
Outside  dealers  are  driven  to  renewed  effort 
by  the  importunities  of  their  trade;  sales  agents 
are  in  turn  badgered  by  the  small  dealers,  and  the 
railroads  are  being  pleaded  with  by  the  sales 
agents,  so  taking  it  alt  in  all,  the  conditions  are 
far  from  satisfactory. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  enlightened 
to  their  real  needs  by  the  present  inability  to 
procure  coal  when  it  is  so  badly  needed,  there 
will  be  a  general  effort  for  improvement  among 
the  dealers  of  their  yard  capacity,  and  doubt¬ 
less  also  consumers  will,  so  far  as  their  pecuniary 
condition  will  permit,  buy  more  freely  at  the 
season  when  conditions  for  having  their  orders 
promptly  filled  are  more  favorable. 

Lake  Shipments  Increased. 


While  lake  shipments  have  been  a  trifle  heavier 
for  the  past  seven  days  than  during  the  pre¬ 
ceding  week,  it  is  very  evident  that  had  the  stock 
available  been  more  liberal,  a  vastly  larger  ship¬ 
ment  would  have  been  recorded.  Forwarding,  it 
will  be  observed  by  reference  to  the  figures  be¬ 
low,  was  principally  to  the  three  largest  ports, 
the  amount  being  pretty  evenly  distributed  be¬ 
tween  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and  Superior.  Fol¬ 
lowing  was  the  total : 


Destination.  Tons. 

Chicago .  25,750  . 

Milwaukee .  27,800 

Superior  .  18,200 

Toledo .  2,700 


Destination.  Tons. 

Soo  .  1,000 

Waukegan  .  3,000 

Duluth  * .  3,000 

Port  Arthur  .  5,460 


Bituminous  Trade  Firm. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  practically  no  change 
is  recorded.  Cars  are  only  available  to  supply 
about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  requirement.  There 
is  a  very  strong  demand  for  spot  coal  and  parties 
having  a  supply  on  hand  or  in  transit  to  Buffalo 
will  be  able  to  dispose  of  it  at  what  may  be 
termed  fancy  prices. 

The  Canadian  slack  market  is  very  good  and 
there  is  every  indication  that  some  high  prices 
will  be  obtained  for  this  grade  during  the  coming 
winter  months.  All  fuel  coals  are  in  good  de¬ 
mand  at  this  time  across  the  border,  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  strength  of 
the  market  will  be  sustained  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  for  the  car  shortage  is  a  factor  and  there 
is  no  indication  of  relief  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
So  far  as  slack  is  concerned  the  approach  of 
the  close  of  navigation  calls  for  a  very  large 
amount  of  three-fourths  coal,  which  is  screened 
for  the  lake  trade.  This  will  be  cut  off  with  the 
end  of  navigation  and  the  supply  of  slack  will  be 
greatly  lessened,  for  aside  from  the  lake  de¬ 
mand  the  principal  handling  of  commercial  grade 
is  of  mine  run. 

At  the  present  time  there  is  no  difficulty  ex¬ 
perienced  in  disposing  of  all  slack  coal  obtain¬ 
able,  either  from  the  entire  Allegheny  Valley 
or  Pittsburg  districts.  For  this  coal  $1.00  a 
ton  at  the  mines  can  be  readily  obtained.  Many 
of  the  large  concerns  are  endeavoring  to  fortify 
themselves  against  a  possible  strike  of  the  rail¬ 
road  employes  or  a  snow  blockade,  and  are 
stocking  up  to  the  full  storage  capacity.  During 
the  past  week  the  railroads  which  take  all  or  a 
part  of  their  fuel  supply  from  Buffalo  have  been 
in  the  market  more  or  less  for  extra  amount, 
and  this  has  helped  to  swell  the  demand. 

Mine  run  of  coal  is  strongly  held  for  $1.25 
per  ton  on  a  mine  basis,  and  this  price  has  been 
exceeded  by  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  per  ton 
for  all  Allegheny  Valley  grades,  while  $1.50@1.75 
is  easily  procurable  for  Pittsburg  mine  run  coal. 

No  immediate  relief  in  the  car  situation  is 
promised  bv  any  of  the  railroads,  and  this  has 
prevented  shippers  accepting  large  orders  for 
coal,  though  some  have  been  offered.  It  must  be 
readily  understood  that  such  a  condition  hampers 
business  to  a  great  extent,  and  should  the 
threatened  strike  of  firemen  and  switchmen  ma¬ 
terialize  business  is  bound  to  suffer  irreparable 
loss. 


The  New  England  Trade. 


Boston,  M.4SS.,  Nov.  15. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  activity  noted  in  the  anthracite  coal 
trade  of  last  week  is  retained.  About  enough  car¬ 
goes  have  reached  the  discharging  ports  to  supply 
current  needs  at  them.  All  shipments  on  the 
detained  business,  by  the  interruptions  to  water 
transportation,  have  not  yei  been  filled.  The 
situation  is,  however,  fairly  well  cleared  up,  and 
will  get  back  to  normal  in  a  few  days.  There 
is  no  rush  of  orders  as  has  occurred  on  past 
occasions,  through  the  interference  of  ice,  but  it 
has  made  the  trade  more  steady.  This  it  is 
thought  may  also  develop  enough  business 
through  the  current  demands,  to  keep  the  present 
basis  of  shipment  at  about  the  same  tonnage  level. 
Any  seasonable  change  to  a  lower  temperature, 
would  undoubtedly  accentuate  buying  to  a  marked 
degree.  The  ports  that  are  probably  most  affected, 
by  the  delay  in  arrival  of  coal,  are  those  at  shoal- 
water  points.  Quite  a  number  of  cargoes  were 
ordered  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  though  captains 
were  not  anxious  to  accept  it,  fearing  ice,  and  it 
is  difficult  at  present  to  contract  for  the  Maine 
light  draught  ports.  This  may  cause  some  short 
supply  at  them,  unless  weather  moderates  and 
the  season  is  now  short. 

All-Rail  Trade  Good. 

The  demand  for  all-rail  coal  keeps  shippers 
busy  and  report  more  orders  in  cases  than  can 
be  delivered.  This  is  not  due  to  an  excess  of 
trade,  but  rather  to  the  conditions  of  shipment 
required  on  it.  Thus  often  limiting  the  tonnage 
to  certain  points  or  for  the  reason  of  special 
kind  of  cars  desired,  causing  the  delay.  But  it 
is  merely  one  of  the  things  that  can  not  be 
avoided,  and  the  trade  affected,  usually  accepts 


the  conditions  in  good  spirit.  Aside  from  these 
features  there  is  a  large  tonnage  coming  in 
from  the  more  important  territory.  The  stability 
of  the  all-rail  market  is  evidenced  by  the  regular 
wav  they  are  sent  shippers. 

Trade  in  the  sound  is  good,  and  taking  what 
coal  can  be  shipped  to  it.  A  little  later  on  the 
shipments  to  these  ports  will  likely  show  an  in¬ 
crease.  Having  been  delayed  by  bad  weather, 
prevented  the  getting  of  coal  desired. 

Bituminous  Coal  Steady. 

The  soft  coal  market  shows  a  firm  tone.  A 
moderate  activity  maintains.  While  the  arrival 
of  cargoes  loaded,  at  the  various  ports,  were  in¬ 
creased  over  several  previous  weeks.  In  fact, 
large  consumers  arc  urgently  pressing  shippers 
f  )r  increased  deliveries  on  coal  due  them.  Most 
of  the  business  being  transacted  at  present  is  on 
season  contracts.  The  water  freight  situation 
having  he*.,  back  the  coal  for  a  longer  period 
than  is  usual,  making  consignees  anxious.  This, 
however,  surprises  no  one,  as  the  coal  now  being 
urged  forward,  should  have  been  taken  several 
months  ago.  How  buyers  can  forget  from  one 
year  to  the  next,  that  the  elements  are  a  con¬ 
trolling  force  at  this  season,  and  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  calculating  on  a  supply  of  coal,  it  is 
hard  to  reason.  Yet,  with  good  resolutions  made 
at  these  times,  will  be  lost  sight  when  they  pass 
over.  .  .  . 

Prices  are  firm  on  all  varieties.  Pennsylvania 
coals  holding  out  for  slightly  higher  figures.  The 
standard  grades  are  strong.  In  vessel  freight 
market  we  quote  90c  to  95c  from  Hampton  Roads 
and  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  and  Baltimore,  five 
and  ten  cents  higher. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Nov.  15. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  coal  situation  is  stronger 
than  it  has  been  for  a  few  weeks  past.  There  is 
apparently  a  good  demand  from  all  sources,  being 
now  in  greater  need.  The  shipment  of  coal,  how¬ 
ever,  is  still  retarded  by  the  shortage  in  the  car 
supply.  Efforts  are  being  made  by  the  railroad 
companies  to  get  back  to  their  systems,  the  cars 
that  have  been  on  foreign  roads.  In  this  they 
have  succeeded  to  an  extent,  and  in  another  two 
or  three  weeks,  as  cars  can  be  located,  the  num¬ 
ber  will  be  increased  sufficiently,  it  is  thought,  to 
provide  for  the  full  transportation  of  coal.  No 
coal  cars  are  permitted  to  go  off  the  system’s 
lines  to  load  in  other  regions.  While  this,  in 
periods  of  less  activity,  is  acceded  to  usually  the 
traffic  on  coal  is  now  up  to  where  a  full  equip¬ 
ment  is  necessary.  A  fair  movement  of  coal  has 
been  going  forward,  and  no  important  shortage 
of  any  account  has  occurred.  The  tonnage 
shipped  from  the  mines  during  October  would, 
at  least,  indicate  this  condition. 

Tidewater  Shipments  Improve. 

The  vessel  market  that  has  been  tied  up  so 
closely  for  several  weeks  past,  by  bad  weather,  has 
now  improved.  Though  not  yet  back  to  regular 
schedule  in  making  trips,  it  is  expected  to  get 
straightened  out  in  a  few  days.  Orders  from  the 
coastwise  trade,  due  to  the  protracted  restriction, 
have  accumulated  in  shippers’  hands  to  quite  an 
extent.  Enough  business  for  consignment  of  all 
the  craft  available  is  being  sent  forward  and  will 
take  some  time  to  catch  up  to  the  requirements. 
The  delay  had  the  effect  of  stimulating  this  trade 
materially.  It  is  also  believed  that  the  demand  as 


a  result  will  continue  strong  by  the  experience 
obtained,  now  that  winter  is  approaching. 

The  local  and  city  trade  is  doing  a  steady  busi¬ 
ness,  and  interests  engaged  in  it,  report  that 
they  have  all  they  can  attend  to  for  several  weeks 
ahead.  The  steam  grades  are  in  better  demand. 
Owing  to  colder  weather,  when  the  increased 
consumption  of  this  fuel  is  more  widely  used,  it 
feels  the  impetus.  Prices  upon  it,  too,  are  firmer. 

The  Soft  Coal  Trade  Is  Active. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  is  better  than  it  has 
been  for  some  time  past.  Producers  are  busy, 
and  have  in  many  instances  more  orders  than 
they  can  provide  for  temporarily.  We  hear  of 
several  large  mining  interests  in  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  field,  which  are  practically  all  sold  up  on 
free  coal  and  are  not  inclined  to  accept  further 
obligations  at  this  time.  Prices,  too,  are  better 
as  a  result  of  the  general  improvement,  with 
advances  on  the  better  grades  ranging  from  $1.25 
to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  mines.  The  lower 
grades  from  West  Virginia  have  not  been 
shipped  to  these  markets  as  freely  of  late,  as 
they  obtain  a  little  better  prices  for  their  coal  in 
the  West.  The  heavy  demand  for  coal  in  the 
middle  west  and  lake  points  has  brought  about 
this  condition.  Relieving  the  tidewater  markets 
with  a  firmer  tone  prevailing. 

The  car  question  is  still  the  feature  restricting 
the  tonnage  from  the  mines.  There  is  a  slight 
improvement  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and 
less  complaint  is  heard  of  it.  The  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  has  been  unable  so  far  to  give  better  serv¬ 
ice,  and  shippers  dependent  upon  this  road  feel 
the  shortage  most. 


Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  November  14. —  {Special 
Correspondence.) — With  an  almost  freezing 
temperature  on  several  nights  recently,  the 
period  of  Indian  summer  seems  to  have  been 
brought  to  a  close.  The  prospects  of  the  coal 
man  for  the  immediate  future  seem  much 
brighter.  The  anthracite  dealer  is  now  gath¬ 
ering  in  the  harvest  of  delayed  orders,  and  is 
busy  endeavoring  to  get  coal  through  to  fill 


the  gaps  in  the  stored  piles.  This  task  is  by 
no  means  always  an  easy  one  just  at  present 
by  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  cars.  No  early 
change  is  expected  in  the  anthracite  schedule 
of  prices  to  the  consuming  public,  although 
should  the  month  of  December  prove  a  hard 
one  there  may  be  an  advance  on  or  about  the 
first  of  January. 

Better  demand  and  better  prices  are  also 
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features  of  the  bituminous  market.  Rates  in 
the  west  have  increased  out  of  proportion  to 
the  pstern  market,  but  the  rally  seems  to  be 
coming  about  in  this  latter  territory  now.  It 
is  hard  to  fix  any  definite  schedule,  especially 
for  the  lower  grade  coals,  which,  however,  may 
be  said  to  be  from  ten  to  twenty  cents  better 
than  three  or  four  weeks  back.  Georges  Creek 
is  still  being  quoted  around  $1.00  and  $1.05. 
The  coke  market  remains  strong,  prices  ruling 
about  the  same  as  for  several  weeks  past. 

Car  supply  is  still  a  dominant  feature  of  the 
situation — or  rather,  it  should  be  said,  lack  of 
car  supply.  This  is  getting  to  be  an  old  story 
with  the  trade,  the  only  variety  being  in  the 
tensity  of  the  situation.  The  Reading  railroad 
people  are  saying  that  a  considerable  number 
of  cars  have  been  diverted  from  the  anthra¬ 
cite  section  to  the  bituminous  districts  of 
western  Maryland  and  West  Virginia.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  comes  back  with  the  reply 
that  many  of  its  cars  are  doing  service  along 
the  hard  coal  roads. 

Activity  in  West  Virginia. 

Speaking  of  West  Virginia  it  will  be  well  to 
note  that  the  business  men  here  are  making 
strenuous  efiforts  to  capture  the  business 


opened  up  by  the  new  Coal  &  Coke  railroad. 
In  the  opening  up  of  much  of  the  virgin  coal 
territory  along  that  road,  also  considerable 
Baltimore  capital  will  be  interested. 

The  Western  Maryland  railroad’s  coal  sup¬ 
ply  territory  connections  are  now  pouring 
more  and  more  of  the  fuel  over  that  system  to 
tidewater  here.  This  is  shown  in  the  state¬ 
ment  of  earnings  month  by  month.  The  gross 
earnings  for  the  month  ending  October  thirty- 
first  were  .$150,455.01,  an  increase  of  $40,230.51 
over  the  same  period  of  1905.  For  the  cur¬ 
rent  fiscal  year  to  the  same  date  the  gross 
earnings  were  $1,853,442.20,  an  increase  of 
$251,353.21. 

Vessels  for  coastwise  shipments  are  still  in 
very  light  supi)ly.  Rates  are  up  accordingly. 
Boston,  which  not  many  weeks  ago  could  be 
gotten  at  seventy  or  seventy-live  cents,  is  now 
about  ninety-five  cents.  In  one  case,  that  of 
the  schooner  Elisha  Atkins,  $1.25  was  the  con¬ 
tract  price,  the  record  rate  for  the  season.  The 
tract  price,  the  record  rate  for  the  season.  The 
er,  the  Ruth  E.  Merrill,  the  Prescott  Palmer, 
the  Paul  Palmer,  and  boats  of  that  class,  were 
all  chartered  at  ninety-five  cents  or  there¬ 
abouts.  Other  northern  ports  are  up  in  pro¬ 
portion,  and  the  southern  charters  are  all  be¬ 


ing  made  at  some  twenty  cents  increase  over 
the  figures  of  a  month  back.  And  even  at 
these  figures  it  is  hard  to  get  bottoms  just 
when  required. 

In  speaking  of  vessels  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  note  that  an  exhibit  at  the  coming  James¬ 
town  Exposition  will  attract  the  attention  of 
the  coal  men  as  well  as  the  marine  people.  It 
will  consist  of  an  exhibition  of  marine  en¬ 
gines,  for  large  and  small  vessels.  Coal,  oils 
and  electricity  will  all  have  their  space,  and 
the  consumption  and  cost,  with  speed  results, 
etc.,  of  the  different  kind  of  propulsory  ma¬ 
chines,  for  different  kinds  of  vessels,  will  prove 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest. 

Mr.  John  A.  Fox,  representing  the  National 
Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress,  has  been  in 
Baltimore  during  the  past  week  stirring  up  m- 
terest  among  trade  bodies  and  business  men 
in  the  move  to  have  the  next  congress  appro¬ 
priate  a  larger  fund  for  river  and  harbor 
deepening  work.  At  present  a  deepening 
scheme  is  being  carried  on  here,  but  its  con¬ 
tinuance  is  dependent  on  future  appropria¬ 
tions.  It  is  not  as  extensive  as  is  finally  hoped, 
either.  As  the  deepening  plans  will  give  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  coal  piers  for  vessels  of  greater 
draft,  the  situation  is  of  interest  to  the  coal 
trade. 


Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


G.  D.  Curtis,  of  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.,  New 
York,  returned  the  end  of  last  week  from  a  visit 
to  Gambier,  Ohio,  his  former  home. 

'I  he  Baker-Whitley  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore, 
have  recently  made  an  arrangement  with  Py- 
man,  Watson  &  Co.,  of  London,  England,  to  rep¬ 
resent  them  as  its  European  agents. 

J.  A.  Renahan,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  New  York,  left 
on  Thursday  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip  to 
Cincinnati  and  the  west,  after  stopping  a  day  at 
Philadelphia.  He  expects  to  be  away  until  the 
last  of  this  week. 

I'lie  average  price  of  anthracite  coal  o.n  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes,  f.  o.  b.  the  New  York  harbor  ship¬ 
ping  ports  during  the  month  of  October,  was 
$4.85  per  ton,  according  to  Commissioner  C.  P. 
Neil.  This  means  an  increase  of  seven  per  cent 
on  the  miners’  w'ages  for  that  month. 

Tire  Buckhannon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  owns 
a  tract  of  six  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Upshur  county,  W.  Va.,  near  Bucivhannon,  will 
at  once  start,  it  is  said,  its  operations  on  the 
property  on  a  large  scale.  It  also  intends  to  in¬ 
crease  the  capital  of  the  company  from  $250,000 
to  $000,000. 

The  Insular  Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  on  No¬ 
vember  eighth  under  the  laws  of  New  York 
state,  at  Belmont,  with  a  capital  of  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  to  develop  coal  and  oil  lands. 
The  directors  are  D.  M.  Carmen,  A.  B.  Johnson, 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands ;  W.  P.  Clark,  Bel¬ 
mont,  N.  Y. 

The  United  States  Navy  Department  is  solicit¬ 
ing  proposals  to  furnish  fuel  for  the  navy’s  re- 
nuirements  at  foreign  coaling  stations  during  the 
ensuing  year.  Tenders  must  be  submitted  to  the 
bureau  of  information.  Navy  Department,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  not  later  than  one  o’clock  on  De¬ 
cember  first. 

The  Youngstown  Iron,  Sheet  &  Tube  Co., 
Youngstown,  Pa.,  has  purchased  three  thou¬ 
sand  acres  of  coal  land  near  New  Castle,  Pa., 
and  negotiations  are  under  way  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  nearly  as  much  more  land  in  the  same 
locality.  The  purchase  was  made  outright, 
but  the  consideration  is  not  named. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Buckhannon  River  Coal  Co.,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  it 
was  decided  to  increase  the  capital  stock  from 
$250,000  to  $600,000.  The  additional  capital 
will  be  used  in  the  development  of  a  tract  of 
5,000  acres  of  land  in  Upshur  county,  W.  Va., 
recently  acquired  by  the  company. 

The  capacity  of  the  National  colliery  of  the 
Lackawanna  Co.,  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  is  to  be 
increased  to  fifteen  hundred  tons  a  day,  or 
nearly  double  the  capacity  of  the  breaker  at 
the  present  time.  A  new  road  450  feet  long 


and  seven  feet  high  has  been  cut  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  shaft,  and  other  improvements 
made  at  this  point  are  intended  to  make  the 
handling  of  coal  automatic. 

I  he  election  of  Charles  E.  Hughes  as  governor 
of  New  York  has  caused  a  delay  in  the  proposed 
investigations  of  the  coal  inquiry  by  the  govern¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Hughes  had  been  appointed  to  assist 
Mr.  Simpson  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  in  conducting 
the  cases,  but  following  his  election,  Mr.  Simp¬ 
son  has  been  notified  by  the  department  of  jus¬ 
tice  that  a  successor  to  Mr.  Hughes  w'ill  be  se¬ 
lected.  There  is  a  question  in  some  quarters  as 
to  what  extent  this  inquiry  will  be  made,  though 
it  seems  indefinite  at  this  time. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  coal  for  the  month 
of  October  aggregated  5,384,768  tons,  as  compared 
with  5,205,694  tons  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  1905;  5,131,542  tons  in  1904;  and  3,925,642  tons 
in  1903.  This  makes  the  total  shipments  for  the 
first  ten  months  of  the  year  45,680,474  tons, 
against  50,593,504  tons  for  the  same  period  in 
1905,  a  decrease  of  4,913,000  tons.  The  Reading’s 
tonnage  increaed  for  the  month  52,926  tons  over 
October,  1905 ;  the  Lackawanna  was  63,818  tons 
ahead,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Co.  40,167  tons. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  South  &  Western 
railway  of  North  Carolina,  the  coal  carrjing  road 
from  the  southwestern  Virginia  soft  coal  fields 
to  the  southern  seaboard,  will  connect  with  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line  at  Bostic,  N.  C.  This  road, 
in  which  New  York  parties  are  interested,  will 
carry  out  the  extensive  plan  of  the  old  Chicago, 
Cincinnati  &  Charleston,  abandoned  several  years 
ago,  forming  a  trunk  line  from  the  great  lakes  to 
the  Atlantic.  Contracts  have  been  awarded  and 
the  work  of  construction  is  rapidly  progressing. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Co.  has  ordered  an  advance  of  ten  per 
cent  in  the  wages  of  all  permanent  employes  of 
the  company  who  now  receive  less  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  a  month.  The  increase  takes  effect 
December,  1906,  and  applies  to  all  lines  of  the 
Pennsylvania  system  both  east  and  west  of  Pitts¬ 
burg.  The  Pennsylvania  and  its  affiliated  com¬ 
panies  employ  about  192,000  men.  Of  these  about 
185,000  will  participate  in  the  increase  of  wages. 
This  will  involve  an  addition  of  some  twelve  mil¬ 
lion  dollars  to  the  pay-rolls  of  the  various  com¬ 
panies,  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  itself  contrib¬ 
uting  nearly  $8,500,000  of  the  total. 

A  writ  of  attachment  on  the  office  furniture  for 
two  hundred  dollars  was  served  on  Friday  of 
last  week  upon  the  Carbon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at 
the  offices  of  its  fiscal  agents,  Stewart  &  Co.,  49 
Exchange  Place,  New  York.  The  company  is  a 
Delaware  corporation  of  $2,500,000.  The  writ 
was  served  on  behalf  of  the  New  York  Bank 
Note  Co.,  for  printing  the  certificates  of  a  $3,000,- 


000  bond  issue,  which  offices  of  the  company  are 
undertaking  to  place  in  part  with  a  syndicate  of 
capitalists  in  England.  The  attachment  was  is¬ 
sued  by  Judge  Moore,  and  a  deputy  marshal 
executed  the  service  at  the  Exchange  Place  of¬ 
fices,  where  the  company  has  an  extensive  suite 
on  the  twentieth  floor. 

It  seems  now  to  be  the  general  belief  that  a 
strike  of  the  firemen  of  the  Erie  railroad  will  be 
prevented.  Meetings  are  to  be  held  between  the 
engineers  and  firemen  and  the  officials  of  the 
New  York  Central,  New  Haven  &  Hartford,  the 
Central  railroad  of  New  Jerse}-,  and  possibly  the 
Reading  men,  during  the  week.  Several  of  these 
roads  are  said  to  be  close  to  a  settlement  of  their 
troubles  and  ma\'  be  agreeably  consummated  in  a 
few  days,  but  that  the  discussion  between  both 
sides  on  the  other  roads  ma\'  occupy  a  week  or 
ten  days,  and  possibly  longer  before  matters  are 
put  in  shape  for  final  adjustment.  The  difficulties 
between  the  Lackawanna  and  its  engineers  were 
settled  on  Monday  by  an  increase  in  wages. 

At  an  informal  gathering  on  Thursday  of  last 
week  at  Philadelphia,  a  number  of  coal  men  in¬ 
terested  in  the  bunker  trade  of  the  different  har¬ 
bors,  talked  over  the  situation  in  regard  to  the 
coming  3ear's  prospect  for  business  of  this  class, 
and  as  to  the  possible  quotations  that  may  rule. 
No  definite  action  was  taken  on  the  matter,  but 
the  sentiment  seemed  to  be  that  quotations  are 
likely  to  he  slightly  advanced  over  the  current 
season’s  figures.  Quotations  to  rule  are  spoken 
of  on  bunker  coal  at  Hampton  Roads  for  1907, 
at  $3.25  a  ton  under  chutes,  plus  cost  of  trim¬ 
ming;  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  $3.35  trimmed 
in  bunker;  New  York  harbor,  $3.35  alongside. 
The  recent  advance  in  price  on  Welsh  coals  it  is 
tiiought  will  have  a  good  influence  in  maintaining 
a  firm  tone  on  the  bunkering  trade  here. 

The  result  of  the  election  in  Pennsylvania 
shows  evidence  of  the  movement  to  unify  the 
labor  vote.  The  contest  this  year  was  keenly 
drawn  in  a  number  of  the  districts.  T.  D.  Nich- 
olls,  democrat,  in  the  Tenth  district,  Lackawanna 
county,  who  defeated  T.  F.  Hale  for  congress,  is 
president  of  District  No.  1  of  the  Lhiited  Mine 
Workers.  William  B.  Wilson,  who  defeated 
Elias  Deemer  for  congress  in  the  Fifteenth  Dis¬ 
trict,  is  secretar\--treasurer  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  and  the  right-hand  man  for  John  Mitch¬ 
ell.  The  labor  influence  was  also  strong  in  Lu¬ 
zerne.  the  Eleventh  district,  where  John  T.  Lena- 
han  was  elected  over  Cobleigh,  the  vote  being  13,- 
05S  and  8,688  respectively.  This  made  Lenahan 
an  easy  winner,  but  what  was  most  surprising  of 
all  was  that  William  Dettrey.  the  Socialist  can¬ 
didate.  rolled  up  a  total  of  4.166  votes.  Mr.  Det¬ 
trey  is  president  of  the  Mine  Workers,  District 
No.  7.  The  results  show  a  growth  in  political 
force  that  may  have  to  be  reckoned  with  in  the 
future. 
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Suggestive  Topics  for  Retail¬ 
ers*  Meetings. 

There  are  many  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  association  of  the  members  of  any 
industry.  In  the  case  of  retail  dealers  in  the 
coal  trade  it  enables  them  to  study  with  the 
greatest  advantage  the  problems  which  are 
constantly  confronting  them.  It  is  an  old  say- 
'ing  that  two  heads  are  better  than  one.  This 
simply  means  that  when  several  rninds  are 
concentrated  upon  a  given  topic  it  is  usually 
viewed  from  every  angle,  one  individual  see¬ 
ing  one  aspect  of  it  while  another  sees  the 
objections  or  special  advantages.  This  is  by 
virtue  of  the  mental  law  of  association,  one 
idea  calling  to  consciousness  another,  thus 
bringing  to  view  the  various  attributes  of  the 
subject  under  discussion.  There  are,  howei^r, 
some  narrow  minded  dealers  who  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  in  association.  In  other  words,  they 
simply  believe  in  looking  at  one  side  of  a 
question.  They  think  perhaps  that  they  will 
let  the  other  fellows  do  the  work  and 
reap  the  benefit.  This  is  a  great  mistake.  The 
consumers  are  not  slow  to  recognize  the  1^^ 
ers  in  any  given  industry.  The  retailers  who 
attend  the  associations,  who  study  their  busi¬ 
ness  from  every  point  of  view,  who  are  up-to- 
date  and  are  in  a  position  to  give  the  trade 
the  best  products  obtainable,  will  always  be 
given  the  preference  by  the  consumers.  There 
is  still  another  reason  why  associations  are 
beneficial.  They  develop  that  friendly  feeling 
which  is  indispensable  to  the  aggressive  pro¬ 
motion  of  every  industry.  The  recent  Mem¬ 
phis  meeting  suggests  a  number  of  subjects 
which  would  be  very  helpful  for  discussion,  as 
follows; 

Demurrage. 

Loss  in  Weights. 

Unloading  of  Cars. 

Bad  Streets. 

Loss  of  Shovels  and  Forks. 

Single  versus  Double  Carts. 

Paying  Drivers  by  the  Day  or  Load. 

Peddlers. 

Hauling  Limits. 

Wagons  versus  Carts. 

Putting  Away  Coal  for  Customers. 

Removing  Ashes. 

Bad  Accounts. 

Yard  Slack. 

Steam  Business. 

Anthracite  Business. 

Smithing  Coal. 

Cash  Business. 

Advertising  Novelties. 

Exchange  of  Information  as  to  Credits. 

Organization. 

Are  Local  Meetings  Profitable? 

The  Retail  Coal  Business. 

Coal  Dealers  and  Good  Fellowship. 

Can  We  Believe  the  Customer  Implicitly  as 
to  Price? 

Legitimate  Soliciting. 

Carload  Sales  to  Retail  Customers. 

Cost  of  Hauling. 

Mules  versus  Horses. 

Loss  by  Slackage. 

Where  Anthracite  Is  Mined 
and  Sold. 

It  may  be  somewhat  of  a  surprise  to  the  west¬ 
ern  coal  men  to  know  that  such  a  comparatively 
small  percentage  reaches  the  western  trade,  but 


it  is  evident  the  reason  lies  on  the  surface.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  uses  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  output  because  it  is  the  cheapest  fuel  on  the 
market  for  them,  and  much  more  preferable  than 
soft  coal  for  all  domestic  purposes.  Even  for 
steam  purposes,  hard  coal  is  largely  used  in  the 
east,  many  claiming  better  results  and  that  it  is 
more  economic  than  bituminous  coal. 

The  following  chart  will  give  a  comprehensive 
idea  of  the  anthracite  fields,  local  districts  and 
trade  names  of  the  anthracite  coming  to  western 
markets : 
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Of  the  total  tonnage  mined,  some  seven  mil¬ 
lion  net  tons  are  consumed  at  the  mines,  and  it 
becomes  a  matter  of  interest  what  disposition  is 
made  of  the  balance  of  this  total.  What 
centage  finds  its  way  through  the  various  chan¬ 
nels  into  what  is  termed  the  west,  which,  as  tar 
as  anthracite  is  concerned,  means  all  states  west 
of  Pennsylvania.  A  safe  estimate  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  basis:  Pennsylvania  uses  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  the  entire  output;  the  New  England 
states  twelve  per  cent,  making  eighty-seven  per 
cent;  and  a  liberal  estimate  of  the  amount  going 
into  western  states  is  ten  per  cent ;  the  balance 
being  scattered  in  the  southern  states,  Canada, 
Pacific  coast  and  foreign  ports. 


How  Hard  Coal  Gets  to 
Western  Market. 

It  will  be  of  general  interest  to  the  retail  coal 
dealer  in  the  west  to  have  pointed  out  to  him  in 
a  concise  way  through  whose  hands  the  supplies 
of  hard  coal  reach  the  dealer  trade.  It  will  be 
seen  there  are  five,  and  practically  only  five,  an¬ 
thracite  coal  interests  in  Pennsylvania,  each  ot 
which  has  its  channel  for  distribution ;  and  speak- 
ing  for  the  trade  in  the  west,  the  various  com¬ 
mercial  names  applied  by  the  trade  are  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley,  the  Schuylkill,  the  Scranton,  the 
Erie,  and  the  Susquehanna.  The  latter  two  are 
better  known  by  name  of  the  mines,  such  as  the 
Pittston  and  Blossburg,  of  the  Erie  family,  and 
Scott  and  Plymouth,  of  the  Susquehanna  product. 

The  following  putting  of  the  matter  will  give 
the  general  information  in  a  nut-shell,  and  one 
can  see  at  a  glance  who  are  the  principals  in  the 
distribution  of  hard  coal  to  western  markets . 

Lehigh.— The  Lehigh  Valley  is  its  own  distribu¬ 
ter,  maintaining  sales  offices  at  St.  Paul,  Mil¬ 
waukee  and  Chicago,  with  dock  facilities  at  Su¬ 
perior  and  Milwaukee,  and  all  rail  and  transfer 
facilities  at  Chicago. 

Schuylkill.— The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.  is  its  own  distributer,  with  sales  of¬ 
fices  at  Minneapolis  and  Chicago,  and  dockage 
for  storage  at  Duluth  and  Milwaukee,  and  all 
rail  facilities  at  Chicago. 

Scranton. — The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Co.  are  the  producers,  and  the 
following  concerns  are  its  principal  distributers : 
North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  with  general  offices  at 
St.  Paul,  maintaining  offices  at  Minneapolis,  Du¬ 


luth,  Superior,  Milwaukee  and  Chicago;  dockage 
facilities  at  Duluth,  Superior,  Washburn  and 
Milwaukee.  Milwaukee-Western  Fuel  Co.,  at 
Milwaukee,  with  large  dockage,  is  a  Scranton 
distributer ;  and  at  Chicago,  E.  L.  Hedstrom  & 
Co.,  and  S.  C.  Schenck  arc  the  distributers  oi 
Scranton,  with  large  dock  facilities. 

Erie.— The  producers  are  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.,  the  Northwestern  Mining  &  Exchange 
Co.,  the  Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  and  the  Bloss¬ 
burg  Coal  Co.,  and  the  general  agents  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  this  product,  Williams  &  Peters,  New 
York  city,  maintaining  its  principal  western  of¬ 
fice  at  Chicago;  F.  N.  Pease,  southwestern  sales 
agent.  The  trade  names,  mainly  derived  from 
the  mines  at  which  they  are  produced,  are  Pitts¬ 
ton,  Wilkesbarre,  Jermyn,  Keystone,  Clarion, 
Blossburg. 

Susquehanna. — The  producer  is  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  and  its  general  office  Erie,  Pa., 
and  distributing  office  at  Chicago,  for  the  west. 
The  names  by  which  this  coal  is  known  to  the 
trade  are  Scott,  Susquehanna,  Old  Lee  and  Ply¬ 
mouth.  From  these  principals,  the  coal  goes  into 
the  hands  of  the  various  smaller  distributers  and 
like  the  branches  of  a  tree  ramifies  into  as  many 
hands  as  there  are  wholesalers  and  jobbers  hand¬ 
ling  coal. 

A  Village  Under  the  Ground — 
A  Model  Mine. 

Under  the  head  of  “The  Romance  of  Steel 
and  Iron  in  America,”  Munsey’s  Magazine  for 
November  contains  an  interesting  article  from 
the  pen  of  Herbert  N.  Casson.  It  is  the  fifth 
of  a  series  of  articles  on  the  iron  and  steel  in¬ 
dustry  and  is  devoted  to  the  United  States 
Steel  Corporation’s  interests.  There  is  an  in¬ 
teresting  chapter  on  the  coke  plant  at  Conti¬ 
nental  No.  1,  in  which  the  writer  says: 

“At  Uniontown,  Pa.,  is  a  coke  making  plant, 
made  entirely  by  the  United  States  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration.  Here,  too,  the  same  good  manage¬ 
ment  and  free  expenditures  of  capital  can  be 
seen.  We  shoot  down  the  steam  hoist  in  a 
few  seconds,  making  the  300-foot  trip  more 
slowly  than  if  we  were  cars  of  coal.  The  mine 
below  is  practically  a  little  village  of  two 
square  miles.  As  it  is  a  gaseous  mine,  no  elec¬ 
tricity  is  used,  except  in  the  stable.  This  sta¬ 
ble  is  one  of  the  sights  of  the  whole  mining 
region,  being  built  entirely  of  cement  and 
bricks.  Not  a  splinter  of  w'ood  is  to  be  seen, 
making  fire  impossible.  It  has  stalls  for  fifty 
mules,  yet  at  the  time  that  I  went  through  it 
was  as  clean  as  a  garage,  the  sloping  cement 
floor  making  it  possible  to  wasti  it  thoroughly. 
Several  chickens  were  picking  up  grain  in  the 
hay  room.  The  walls  were  whitewashed. 
There  was  nothing  dirty,  nothing  repulsive, 
even  in  the  mule’s  part  of  the  niine.  The  steel 
trust  mule  is  the  aristocrat  of  his  species. 

“The  400  miners  live  in  four-room  or  five- 
room  houses.  Thirty  of  them  have  bought 
their  own  homes.  They  are  all  Huns  and 
Slavs.  For  wages  they  average  from  $2  to 
$3  a  day.  For  rent,  they  pay  $7  to  $9  a  month. 

“  ‘One  of  the  miners,’  said  E.  H.  Abraham, 
the  superintendent,  ‘went  back  to  Hungary 
last  month  with  $9,000  in  his  pocket,  the  say¬ 
ings  of  twenty-three  years.  He  worked  m 
the  mine  until  two  hours  before  train  time,  so 
as  not  to  lose  even  half  a  dollar.’ 

“The  men  seemed  to  be  both  contented  and 
independent.  One  of  them  had  opened  a 
grocery  store  in  opposition  to  the  store  owned 
by  the  company.  In  the  whole  community 
there  was  nothing  dilapidated  or  untidy. 
Even  around  the  engine  house  and  the  shaft  s 
mouth  little  cinder  paths  had  been  made.  These 
were  so  trim  as  to  look  almost  out  of  place  to 
one  who  is  familiar  with  coal  mines.  One 
would  as  soon  expect  to  see  a  bunch  of  baby 
ribbon  on  a  pickax. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 

Pittsburg,  November  17. 

The  coal  and  coke  operators  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  today  occupy  a  pe¬ 
culiar  position.  Orders  overflow  the 
books  of  most  of  the  concerns;  prod¬ 
uct  is  being  turned  out  daily  in  satis¬ 
factory  amounts,  but  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  shippers  to  get  a  suf¬ 
ficient  supply  of  cars  to  carry  the 
product  forward.  Careful  inquiry  has 
been  made  during  the  week  by  The 
Black  Diamond  correspondent  from 
various  heavy  shippers  of  both  coal 
and  coke,  and  an  average  has  been 
made  of  the  amount  of  cars  that  are 
furnished,  the  result  of  which  is  that 
thirty-five  per  cent  only  of  the  total 
amount  of  cars  required  are  and  have 
been  forthcoming  for  a  number  of 
weeks.  Barring  this  phase  of  the  sit¬ 
uation,  the  outlook  for  the  future  in 
the  coal  and  coke  industry  is  unus¬ 
ually  bright.  There  are  no  strikes  of 
any  consequence  in  the  region.  Labor 
is  not  as  scarce  as  it  was  a  month 
ago  and  the  mines  and  ovens  are  all 
busy  and  there  is  no  probability  of 
there  being  any  shutdown  or  decrease 
of  the  present  output. 

Car  Supply  Increased. 

Pertinent  to  the  car  shortage  ques¬ 
tion  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state 
that  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  rail¬ 
road,  which  pierces  the  heart  of  the 
coal  and  coke  region,  have  received 
during  the  week  the  first  consignment 
of  a  large  order  of  new  steel  cars, 
and  expect  the  balance  of  the  order 
within  thirty  and  sixty  days.  This 
amount  of  rolling  stock,  however,  will 
make  but  little  difference  in  the  exist¬ 
ing  shortage.  Shipments  of  both  coal 
and  coke  for  the  week  show  a  gain 
over  the  week  previous.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  there  is  standing  in  barges 
in  the  Pittsburg  harbor,  awaiting  a 
sufficient  stage  of  water  for  transpor¬ 
tation  35,000,000  bushels  of  coal.  This 
is  an  unusually  large  amount  and  it 
exceeds  very  much  any  accumulations 
of  previous  times.  The  outlook  for 
the  shipment  of  this  great  body  of 
“black  diamonds”  to  southern  ports  is 
not  very  promising.  Everything  in 
the  nature  of  machinery  is  ready, 
however,  and  as  soon  as  the  river 
rise  occurs  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
greater  portion  of  this  enormous  car¬ 
go  can  be  sent  southward,  where  it 
is  sadly  needed. 

A  number  of  new  enterprises  are 
noted  in  the  district  which  are  de¬ 
tailed  elsewhere  in  this  issue  of  The 
Black  Diamond. 

Trend  of  Prices. 

Regarding  prices,  the  same  firm 
tone  that  has  existed  for  some  time 
holds  sway  and  prices  themselves  are 
somewhat  firmer  than  they  were  a 
week  ago.  It  is  hard  to  tell  where 
the  rise  will  stop;  for  many  weeks 
the  tendency  has  been  upward,  and 
still  upward,  until  the  quotations  that 
rule  today  are  almost  unprecedented. 
Run-of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.80 
and  $2.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
whicli  is  almost  twenty  per  cent 
higher  than  the  ruling  prices  of  last 
week ;  three-quarter-inch  is  listed  at 
$1.25  and  $1.75  per  ton  f.  o.  b. the  mine, 
which  is  a  much  higher  rate  than  the 
ruling  prices  of  a  week  ago;  lump  coal 
is  bringing  $3.00  and  $3.35  per  ton  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine,  in  contrast  with  $1.85 
and  $2.00  for  last  week.  An  average 
price  for  slack  is  $1.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 


the  mine,  which  is  about  the  same 
price  that  ruled  last  week.  It  is  well 
to  note  in  this  connection  that  the 
prices  given  herewith  on  coal,  al¬ 
though  perfectly  reliable,  yet,  in 
weighing  them,  consideration  should 
be  given  to  the  existing  state  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  the  region,  and  a  fair  deduc¬ 
tion  would  be  that  the  prices  quoted 
are  all  strong  ones. 

The  coke  market  continues  in  a 
very  healthy  condition.  Furnace  coke 
is  quoted  at  the  same  rates  that  ruled 
a  week  ago,  viz.;  $3.35  and  $3.55  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  and  foundry 
grade  is  selling  at  about  the  same 
figures  as  it  has  for  some  time,  viz.: 
$3.95  and  $4.05  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens.  On  both  grades  of  coke  the 
market  is  firm  and  the  outlook  for  the 
future  is  exceedingly  bright. 

We  are  advised  that  many  of  the 
large  coke  producers  have  made  large 
booking  orders  for  next  year  at  prices 
which  they  anticipate  will  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  advantageous  to  them. 

There  is  no  change  to  note  in  prices 
of  coal  and  coke  at  retail  from  the  de¬ 
tailed  list  given  in  the  issue  of  The 
Black  Diamond  of  November  third. 

Monongahela  River  Coal  Co.  Not  to 
Absorb  the  Jutte  Coal  Co. 

We  wish  to  contradict  an  article 
which  appeared  in  the  first  page  of 
the  Pittsburg  Gazette  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  fourteenth,  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  were  nego¬ 
tiating  for  all  of  the  steamers,  barges 
and  docks  of  the  Jutte  Coal  Co.  and 
had  virtually  consummated  the  deal. 
On  the  authority  of  the  officials  of 
the  Monongahela  River  Coal  Co.  we 
wish  to  state  that  the  statements  in 
the  article  in  question  are  not  accu¬ 
rate.  Recently  the  River  Coal  Co.  pur¬ 
chased  a  few  barges  from  the  Jutte 
Co.  and  it  is  presumed  that  this  gave 
rise  to  the  article  in  question.  It  is 
not  likely  that  any  concern  or  cor¬ 
poration  would  enter  into  negotia¬ 
tions  to  purchase  the  Jutte  interests 
at  the  present  time,  for  the  reason 
that  this  company  is  still  tangled  up 
in  litigations  of  different  kinds,  and 
they  are  so  complicated  that  any  con¬ 
cern  taking  over  the  interests  of  the 
Jutte  Co.  would  be  virtually  purchas¬ 
ing  a  number  of  lawsuits. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

D.  D.  Rush  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  a 
leading  attorney,  and  largely  inter¬ 
ested  in  Fayette  county  coal  enter¬ 
prises,  has  been  stopping  in  Pitts- 
Inirg  for  a  number  of  days. 

The  coal  and  coke  trade  at  Pitts¬ 
burg  is  in  a  rather  anomalous  posi¬ 
tion.  Plenty  of  orders;  an  abundance 
of  product,  but  no  means  of  carrying 
the  goods  to  the  consumer. 

The  Akron  Coal  Co.,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  reports  that  it  is  running  its 
mines  full  time,  but  that  they  are 
hampered  constantly  in  their  ship¬ 
ments  on  account  of  the  insufficient 
supply  of  cars. 

The  Hayes  coal  mines,  at  Hays- 
borough,  near  Pittsburg,  which  were 
opened  up  in  1870,  have  been  worked 
out,  the  last  run  of  coal  having  been 
made  this  week.  The  mines  have 
employed  about  300  men  continuous¬ 
ly  for  many  years  and  these  men  are 
now  seeking  employment  with  the 


various  mines  in  the  Pittsburg  re¬ 
gion. 

The  Wellman-Seaver-Morgan  Co. 
of  Cleveland  and  Akron  advise  that 
they  are  unusually  busy  and  that  their 
department  that  makes  mining  and 
power  equipment  is  running  full  time 
and  is  behind  in  supplying  their  or- 
edrs. 

The  Morgan  Engineering  Co.,  of 
Alliance,  Ohio,  reports  that  they  are 
busier  than  they  have  been  for  many 
months,  and  the  outlook  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  is  that  they  will  continue  to  en¬ 
joy  the  same  degree  of  prosperity  that 
characterizes  their  present  operations. 

The  Crown  Drilling  Co.,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  advises  us  that  it  is  enoying  a 
large  and  profitable  trade  at  present 
from  that  far  distant  part  of  the 
earth.  This  company  ships  its  ma¬ 
chines  all  over  the  world,  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  has  a  heavy  trade  with  southern 
Africa. 

Superintendent  Williamson  of  the  W. 
J.  Rainey  Coal  Co.,  Thomas  Yoambly, 
James  Gorden  ajid  William  Leasure 
were  taken  from  the  Union  mine,  near 
Alverton,  in  an  unconscious  condition, 
having  been  overcome  with  black  damp. 
The  condition  of  Yoambly  and  Leasure 
is  serious. 

Twenty-five  million  bushels  of  coal 
are  in  the  local  harbor  awaiting  ship¬ 
ment.  According  to  the  prognostica¬ 
tions  of  old  river  men  a  barge  stage 
is  doubtful  for  some  time.  Some  think 
that  Thanksgiving  will  bring  the 
stage,  while  others  are  of  the  opinion 
that  no  coal  can  be  shipped  before 
Christmas. 

The  Buckeye  Engine  Co.  of  Salem, 
Ohio,  reports  that  they  are  enoying 
an  unusual  run  of  business,  and  that 
their  trade  with  the  coal  companies 
has  increased  to  a  very  pleasing  ex¬ 
tent.  The  company  manufacture  a 
large  line  of  engines,  and  make  a 
special  line  of  them  which  are  used 
extensively  by  the  coal  companies. 

The  makers  of  mine  supplies  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  are  all  busy.  The 
same  is  the  case  with  the  supply  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  Massillon  and  Akron  sec¬ 
tion.  A  trip  of  The  Black  Diamond 
representative  through  eastern  Ohio 
shows  the  coal  companies  busy,  up  to 
overtime,  and  the  manufacturers  of 
coal  supplies  running  to  their  full  ca¬ 
pacity. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  rail¬ 
road  has  just  received  the  first  deliv¬ 
ery  of  an  order  of  new  coke  cars 
placed  with  the  Standard  Car  com¬ 
pany  some  time  ago.  The  new  cars, 
which  are  the  first  of  the  kind  to  be 
used  on  any  railroad,  will  be  placed 
in  service  immediately  to  handle  the 
enormous  coke  traffic  in  the  Connells- 
ville  region. 

Benjamin  Braznell  Sr.,  the  venerable 
head  of  the  Stockdale  Coal  Co.,  was 
seized  with  a  serious  illness  the  other 
afternoon  while  in  his  offices  in  the 
Braznell  building,  Burton  street.  Brad- 
dock.  He  was  removed  to  his  home  in 
North  Braddock.  Two  physicians  said 
he  was  suffering  from  ptomaine  poison¬ 
ing.  Mr.  Braznell  is  much  improved 
today.  He  is  over  eighty  years  old. 

The  American  Mine  Door  Co.,  of 
Canton,  Ohio,  is  putting  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  an  automatic  mine  door  that  is 
meeting  with  the  approval  of  the  coal 
operators  wherever  it  has  been  in¬ 
stalled.  The  company  is  sending'  out 
an  illustrated  circular  descriptive  of 
its  door,  that  is  very  convincing  in 
the  arguments  set  forth,  and  is  also 
exceedingly  unique  in  the  way  in 
which  it  is  composed. 

The  Deming  Co.,  of  Salem,  Ohio, 
has  one  of  the  most  complete  and 
up-to-date  plants  in  the  United  States 
for  the  manufacture  of  pumping  ma¬ 
chinery.  The  company  makes  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  “Triplex  Aline  Pumps,"  built 
in  sizes  2x2  to  14x14,  and  have  a 
large  and  growing  trade  with  the  coal 


operators  in  the  country.  One  larg 
wing  of  their  extensive  plant  is  di 
voted  exclusively  to  the  manufactiii 
of  mine  pumps,  and  is  a  model  i 
every  respect  and  detail. 

By  a  settlement  with  the  Minneaj 
olis,  St.  Paul  &  Sault  Ste.  Mar: 
Railway  Co.,  which  she  had  sued  fc 
$50,000  damages.  Miss  Mabel  Barrit 
formerly  of  Minnesota,  but  who  no 
is  living  with  her  uncle,  W.  G.  Coni 
right,  of  the  Old  Colony  Coal  &  Col 
Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  will  receive  $16,00 
Miss  Barritt,  who  is  15  years  old,  loi 
her  right  leg  in  a  collision  at  Detro 
in  November,  1905,  while  her  stei 
father,  George  Smiley,  and  her  mothi 
were  killed  in  the  same  accident. 

The  Pedder-Friedsam  Co.  is  a  ne 
concern  in  Pittsburg,  recently  orgai 
ized,  and  will  engage  in  the  sale  ( 
real  estate.  Mr.  Pedder  has  been  ei 
gaged  in  the  real  estate  business  fc 
many  years  in  Pittsburg  and  has  hai 
died  many  large  deals.  Air.  Albe 
Friedsam  has  been  engaged  in  tl 
newspaper  business  for  many  year 
For  the  past  eighteen  months  he  hi 
been  devoting  his  time  exclusively  t 
the  handling  of  coal  and  timber  lane 
and  will  devote  his  time  in  the  ne 
firm  largely  to  the  coal  lands  branc 
of  the  business. 

An  important  real  estate  transai 
tion  in  Westmoreland  county.  Pern 
sylvania,  involving  $640,000,  is  ai 
nounced  at  Latrobe.  By  this  deal  th 
land  of  the  Garnet  Coal  &  Coke  Cc 
of  Pittsburg,  has  been  sold  to  th 
Latrobe  Coal  Co.,  which  buys  8C 
acres  of  coal  lands  in  Derry  towi 
ship  and  225  acres  of  surface  an 
rights  of  way  to  the  Pennsylvani 
railroad.  The  Garnet  Coal  Co.  is 
local  company  in  which  a  number  c 
Pittsburgers  are  interested.  The  foi 
mal  transfer  of  the  property  ws 
made  this  week. 

The  Niles  Aline  &  Alill  Supply  Cc 
located  at  Niles,  Ohio,  is  one  of  th 
several  concerns  in  the  Eastern  Ohi 
coal  section  that  caters  to  trade  wit 
the  coal  and  coke  producers.  The 
have  an  extensive  and  well  equippe 
plant,  located  at  the  outskirts  < 
Niles.  They  manufacture  mine  car 
coke  larries,  cone  tipples,  car  wheel 
screens,  mine  car  hitchings ,  cok 
scraper  heads  for  drawing  coke,  etc 
etc.  They  advise  us  that  they  ai 
full  up  w'ith  orders  and  anticipate 
good  trade  through  the  fall  and  wdi 
ter  season. 

Air.  W.  L.  Clause,  president  of  th 
Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co.,  states  th: 
as  far  as  their  company  was  concert 
ed  the  strike  of  the  miners  at  th 
Creighton  mine,  Creighton,  Pa.,  wc 
over.  He  states  also  that  the  mine 
were  running  full  time  and  that  moi 
of  the  members  of  the  miners’  unio 
were  working  in  other  places.  AI 
Clause  also  adds  that  no  further  e 
forts  would  be  made  by  the  compan 
toward  settling  the  present  difference 
between  them  and  the  men,  and  th: 
the  old  men  were  now  almost  all  : 
work  in  the  Charleroi  mines. 

"The  Christman  Co.,  of  Alassilloi 
Ohio,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  an 
up-to-date  concerns  in  the  trade  tc 
day.  Thej-^  recently  consolidated  the: 
plant  at  Alassillon  with  the  works  c 
the  Dillonville  Aline  Supply  Co.,  : 
Dillonville,  Ohio,  and  moved  the: 
Alassillon  plant  to  Dillonville.  At  th 
latter  place  the  Christman  Co.  ha 
concentrated  one  of  the  most  corr 
plcte  manufacturing  concerns  for  th 
making  of  mine  supplies  that  can  b 
found  in  the  country.  The  compan 
turns  out  drilling  machinery,  min 
cars,  miner’s  drills,  weighing,  screer 
ing  and  dumping  apparatus,  ca 
wheels,  and  any  and  everything  tha 
is  needed  in  a  modern  coal  mine. 

To  formally  inaugurate  the  openin 
of  coal  pronerties  in  M’ashington  count 
by  the  M'abash  railroad,  a  special  trai 
containing  seventy-five  financiers,  rai 
road  officials  and  coal  operators  wa 


37 


D.  20] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


n  over  the  Wabash  to  the  Cedar 
ove  mine  of  the  Washington  County 
lal  Co.,  at  Avella  and  a  thorough  in¬ 
action  made  of  the  new  mine.  N.  F. 
nford,  president  of  the  coal  company 
d  organizer  of  the  Moon  Run  Coal 
I.,  Youngstown  Coal  Co.,  and  other 
operties,  was  in  charge  of  the  party. 

The  new  mine  is  three  rniles  from 
;dar  Grove  on  the  main  line_  of  the 
abash  and  is  connected  by  its  own 
ilroad,  known  as  the  Pittsburgh  & 
■OSS  Creek  railroad.  Although  work 
IS  only  been  in  progress  a  short  time, 
le  mile  of  entry  work  has  been  made 
id  shipments  have  begun._  _  The  mine 
as  pronounced  by  the  visiting  experts 

be  the  most  modernly  equipped  _  in 
Western  Pennsylvania,  being  supplied 
ith  an  automatic  dump,  endless  chain 
luling  system,  electric  cutting  machines 
id  improved  airing  systems.  The  pres- 
it  capacity  of  the  tipple  is  2,500  tons 
lily.  The  company  owns  one  thou- 
ind  acres  and  was  organized  by  John 
(.  Boileau. 

Nestled  among  the  hills  of  eastern 
)hio,  at  a  place  called  Mineral  Ridge, 
i  located  one  of  the  most  moderri 
quipped  plants  for  the  turning  out  of 
ngines,  boilers,  pumps,  tipple  equip- 
lents,  mine  cars,  cages,  etc.,  etc.,  that 
;  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  writer 
0  find  in  his  varied  experience  among 
aanufacturing  concerns.  At  the 
lace  mentioned  one  would  expect  to 
ind  an  up-to-date  dairy  or  some  ag- 
icultural  factory,  but  not  such  a  com- 
ilete  and  modern  manufacturing  con- 
:ern  as  exists  there.  The  Mineral 
lidge  Manufacturing  Co.  manufacture 
Complete  Mine  Equipment,”  and  this 
ilant,  that  operates  in  the  quiet  sec- 
ion  mentioned,  is  certainly  a  model 
me  in  many  ways.  Of  course,  they 
;njoy  excellent  railway  facilities  and 
be  branch  road  that  runs  by  their 
shops  connects  with  a  number  of  the 
eading  trunk  lines  of  the  country. 

The  Briar  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
somposed  of  Washington  and  Pittsburg 
nen,  recently  let  the  contract  to  the 
Hitchcock  &  Andrews  Iron  &  Steel  Co. 
ind  the  Youngstown  Sheet  &  Tube  Co., 
both  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  for  the  sink¬ 
ing  of  four  mine  shafts  and  the  con¬ 
struction  of  one  thousand  ovens  near 
Khedive,  Greene  county.  T^iis  contract 
not  only  means  that  extensive  coking 
operations  are  to  be  started,  but  also 
that  the  proposed  Uniontown  &  Wheel¬ 
ing  Short  Line  railroad  is  to  be  built. 
The  new  coke  works  will  be  located  on 
a  branch  of  this  road.  The  Briar  Hill 
Co.  recently  secured  four  thousand  acres 


of  coal  in  Greene  and  Washington  coun¬ 
ties  from  J.  V.  Thompson  of  Union- 
town.  The  coal  has  been  tested  for 
coking  purposes  and  is  said  to  be  as 
good  as  that  of  the  Connellsville  reg¬ 
ion.  The  cost  of  the  ovens,  exclusive 
of  the  sinking  of  the  four  mine  shMts, 
will  be  over  one  million  dollars.  The 
company  expects  to  give  employment  to 
about  twenty-two  hundred  men,  and  for 
their  accommodation  will,  within  the 
next  few  weeks,  begin  the  construction 
of  a  town. 

With  more  than  twenty-five  million 
bushels  of  coal  in  Pittsburg  harbor  and 
the  pools  along  the  upper  rivers.  New 
Orleans  and  the  lower  Mississippi  valley 
have  sent  up  the  usual  autumnal  cry  of 
the  imminence  of  a  coal  famine.  Ap¬ 
peals  have  reached  Pittsburg  operators 
within  the  past  week  for  coal,  and  in 
response  Capt.  G.  W.  Theiss  of  the 
nongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  and  Capt.  John  Moren  left 
for  southern  points.  They  reached 
New  Orleans  yesterday.  No  coal  has 
been  shipped  south  by  river  since  Aug¬ 
ust.  Several  tows  will  leave  the  harbor 
soon,  a  light  rising  being_  expected  frmn 
the  Allegheny.  There  will  not  be  suffi¬ 
cient  water  to  get  out  much  of  the 
product  now  awaiting  shiprnent,  _  how¬ 
ever.  A  dispatch  from  Cincinnati  over 
Publishers’  Press  wires  stated  that  the 
supply  there  at  present  is  shorter  than 
it  has  been  for  years.  No  increase  in 
price  has  yet  been  made.  The  large 
concerns  are  protected  by  contracts  and 
the  small  consumer  wiH  be  the  one  to 
feel  the  scarcity.  Officials  of  the  river 
coal  combine  declare  that_  there  was  no 
shortage  at  lower  Mississippi  points. 
Captains  Theiss  and  Moren,  it  was  stat¬ 
ed,  were  making  the  usual  fall  inspec¬ 
tion  trip.  There  had  been  no  advance 
in  prices  at  New  Orleans,  it  was  said, 
and  the  supplv  now  in  the  south  would 
last  until  well  alone  in  December,  when 
the  usual  rise  is  expected. 

An  increase  of  seven  hundred  per  cent 
in  value  in  less  than  seven  years  is  the 
record  of  coal  lands  in  Westmoreland 
county.  Eight  hundred  acres  have  just 
been  sold  for  eight  hundred  dollars  an 
acre  for  the  coal.  This  is  an  increase 
of  one  hundred  per  cent  a  year  on  the 
original  price  of  one  hundred  dollars 
an  acre,  or  an  average  increase  of  one 
hundred  dollars  an  acre  each  year.  This 
deal  was  closed  by  C.  W.  Saxman,  a 
large  coal  land  dealer  of  Latrobe,  who 
represented  the  owner,  the  Garnett 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  and  by 
D.  W.  Jones,  superintendent  of  the  La¬ 
trobe  Coal  Co.,  representing  that  com¬ 
pany.  The  Latrobe  Co.  bought  from 


the  Garnett  Co.  the  eight  hundred  acres 
of  coal,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  surface  and  the  right-of-way 
for  about  one  mile  of  railroad  to  be 
built  from  the  Pennsylvania.  It  was 
one  of  the  largest  sales  of  coal  lands 
ever  made  in  Westmoreland  county  and 
is  probably  the  largest  in  point  of  value. 
The  principal  stockholders  of  the  Gar¬ 
nett  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  arc  Dr.  W.  F. 
and  George  B.  Fundejiberg  of  Greens- 
burg.  Mr.  Saxman  secured  the  prop- 
,  erties  comprising  the  eight  hundred- 
acre  coal  tract  between  six  and  seven 
years  ago  from  farmers,  paying  an  av¬ 
erage  price  of  one  hundred  dollars  an 
acre.  He  secured  the  properties  for  the 
Garnett  company  at  that  time.  1  his 
company  spent  some  money  in  develop¬ 
ing  the  properties,  but  the  amount  is  of 
such  small  consequence  that  the  gam  of 
seven  hundred  per  cent  in  value  in  less 
than  seven  years  remains  a  fact. 


Hendrick  Mfg.  Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 

NEW  YORK  OFFICE; 

149  b'roADWAY, 

COR.  LIBERTY  ST. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  GLEANING  ANO 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS.  * 


R  A  I  tvS 

NEW  and  RELAYING 

12  to  too  lb.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

L.  B.  Foster  Co., 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBUBO-,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghlogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CONNELLSVILLE  and  W.VA.  COKE 


STEEL  RAILS 

We  buy  and  sell  ail  sizes  of  New  .nd  Re¬ 
laying  Ralls.  We  have  in  stock  new  li^ht 
rails  from  12-lb.  to  40-lb.  ready  for  quick 
shipment.  Please  communicate  with  us. 

IROIV  CITV  STEEI.  COMPANY 
Bessemer  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


R  A  I  » 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 


Frick  Building, 


PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


THE  COMING 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day ,  of  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OUR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
CUMBERLAND  COAL  CO. 


LAND  TITLE  BLDG. 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


9tl  BESSEMER  BLDG. 
PITTSBURG.  PA. 


CO  DOUfnilAM  MINER  and  SHIPPER 

.  U.  DUWIVIAN  anthracite -coke -bituminous 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 


“RELIANCE” 

“Buck  Itfonntain” 

“Bie  Vein  Lehigh” 
“Wilkes  Barre” 

And  other  grades  Anthracite 


"  LOPEZ” 

Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 
“Best”  <«as 
“White  Oak”  Steam 
And  other  grade.  Bitaminons 


Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Oallitiln  and  W'esl  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIDNS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R-  R-.  P-  & 

L.  V.  R.  K..  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  Nov.  14. — (Special 
Correspondence.)  — Market  conditions 
are  very  strong  on  all  grades  of  coal. 
The  slight  tcn(lency  toward  a  reaction 
at  the  close  of  last  week,  as  a  result  of 
the  warm  weather,  has  been  fully  re¬ 
stored  hy  a  sharp  fall  in  temperature. 
Some  operators  and  jobbers  report  that 
they  had  begun  to  feel  a  little  premoni¬ 
tion  of  a  giving  way  in  prices  in  the  do¬ 
mestic  trade  and  that  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  maintain  the  circu¬ 
lar  much  longer  in  the  face  of  con¬ 
tinued  holding  off  of  anything  like 
winter. 

Generally,  however,  business  has 
been  unaffected  by  a  circumstance  so 
trifling  compared  with  the  great  de¬ 
mand  which  appears  to  exist  every¬ 
where.  It  is  claimed  by  most  of  the 
concerns  that  there  are  plenty  of  or¬ 
ders  to  keep  things  moving  under 
full  head  until  the  natural  January 
break,  no  matter  what  the  weather 
may  be.  In  view  of  an  anticipated 
seasonable  winter  the  problem  still 
seems  to  be  how  to  care  for  the  busi¬ 
ness  that  appears  to  be  gathering 
force,  rather  than  where  to  find  a 
market. 

Lake  Shipment  Small. 

Comparatively  little  coal  is  now 
going  from  this  territory  to  the  lakes, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  navigation 
will  still  remain  open  for  several 
weeks.  In  most  instances  only  about 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  desired  tonnage 
has  been  gotten  up,  but  operators 
feel  called  upon  to  care  for  their 
steam  trade  and  domestic  demands 
nearer  home.  It  is  felt  that  with  the 
coal  already  on  the  northwest  docks 
there  is  danger  of  no  immediate  dis¬ 
tress  in  that  territory  and  that  some 
means  will  be  found  for  meeting  its 
further  needs. 

It  being  near  the  season  for  re¬ 
newal  of  yearly  contracts,  many  trav¬ 
eling  men  who  have  been  idle  because 
their  services  were  superfluous,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  inability  of  companies  to 
fill  orders,  are  now  out  on  mission¬ 
ary  work.  The  prices  of  last  season 
will  prevail,  with  the  exception  of 
coarse  slack,  which  is  to  be  advanced 
from  45c  to  50c.  The  schedule  for 
other  grades  of  coal  on  yearly  con¬ 
tract  are:  Domestic  lump,  $1.40;  three- 
quarter,  $1.30;  run-of-mine,  $1.10;  nut, 
pea  and  slack,  65c.  The  outlook  for 
a  large  volume  of  this  class  of  busi¬ 
ness  is  said  to  be  very  flattering. 

Prices  Firm. 

It  appears  to  be  a  settled  convic¬ 
tion  that  prices  on  current  trade  will 
have  no  further  advance,  as  $2  coal 
looks  good  to  the  majority  of  Hock¬ 
ing  operators.  Premiums  are  expected 
to  be  the  rule  rather  than  the  excep¬ 
tion,  however,  as  soon  as  a  healthy 
blizzard  or  two  gets  busy  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Chicago.  Steam  coals  are 
keeping  well  up  to  circular,  full  prices 
being  realized,  it  is  claimed,  on  a 
good  proportion  of  the  business.  An 
instance  was  reported  this  week  of 
mine-run  bringing  a  small  premium 
over  the  quotation  of  $1.65.  Some 
operators  have  withdrawn  slack  from 
their  circular,  being  unable  to  accept 
any  more  orders  than  those  for  which 
they  already  have  contracts.  Nut, 
pea  and  slack  is  quoted  at  $1.10  and 
coarse  slack  at  85c. 

Car  Famine  Same. 

The  car  famine  remains  at  about 
the  same  stage,  on  an  average,  rang¬ 
ing  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent  of  the 


demand.  The  only  line  on  which  any 
improvement  is  reported  is  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western.  One  prominent  lo¬ 
cal  concern  operating  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  reports  a  supply  of  sixty  per 
cent  and  over,  with  promises  of  even 
better  conditions.  Some  relief  is  ex¬ 
pected  by  Hocking  Valley  operators 
through  the  raise  of  the  per  diem 
charges  from  25c  to  50c,  although 
the  sentiment  is  that  it  should  have 
been  made  higher. 

Some  large  steam  consumers  are 
assuming  an  independent  attitude  with 
respect  to  the  market  by  reason  of 
having  a  large  quantity  of  storage 
coal  left  over  from  the  recent  strike, 
and  are  buying  only  when  they  re¬ 
ceive  what  they  consider  an  excep¬ 
tional  offer.  With  nut,  pea  and  slack 
selling  at  $1.10  they  are  bidding  85c. 

Retail  Trade  Active. 

The  past  week  has  witnessed  a  con¬ 
siderable  replenishing  of  stocks  on 
the  part  of  local  retail  dealers.  Non- 
air  cars  have  been  available  for  that 
purpose  in  greater  quantities,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  easing  up  of  the  lake 
trade,  and  the  inability  of  the  coal 
roads  to  get  such  cars  accepted  at 
junction  points.  Any  danger  of  Co¬ 
lumbus  suffering  a  coal  famine,  a  con¬ 
dition  that  appeared  imminent  a  few 
weeks  ago,  is  now  passed.  The 
weather  has  been  favorable  for  busi¬ 
ness,  and  the  prices  of  $3.50  and  $3.75 
for  Hocking  and  West  Virginia  lump 
are  being  maintained.  Prospects  of 
further  advance,  unless  forced  by  a 
new  circular  at  the  mines,  are  re¬ 
mote. 

Negotiations  are  about  completed 
whereby  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  will  take 
over  all  the  holdings  of  the  Jutte 
coal  interests  on  the  Ohio  and  Mis¬ 
sissippi  rivers  between  Louisville  and 
New  Orleans,  and  all  the  steamers 
and  several  hundred  barges  now  being 
operated  by  the  latter.  When  con¬ 
summated  the  merger  will  leave  the 
Monongahela  company  in  undisputed 
control  of  the  river  coal  business 
throughout  the  south  and  the  west 
and  give  it  a  monopoly  in  the  profit¬ 
able  and  immense  business  of  coaling 
domestic  and  foreign  vessels  in  New 
Orleans  harbor.  The  Jutte  coal  in¬ 
terests  have  become  somewhat  scat¬ 
tered  within  recent  years,  the  princi¬ 
pal  properties  now  being  owned  and 
controlled  by  C.  Jutte  &  Co.  and  the 
People’s  Coal  Co.  These  companies 
now  operate  the  following  steamers 
between  Pittsburg  and  New  Orleans: 
The  Gleaner,  Oakland,  Empire,  T.  M. 
Pfeil,  Charles  Jutte,  W.  C.  Jutte  and 
Crescent.  These  steamers,  together 
with  several  hundred  barges,  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  pending  deal.  Aside 
from  these  the  Jutte  interests  own  a 
number  of  permanent  and  floating 
docks  in  river  towns  between  Louis¬ 
ville  and  New  Orleans.  The  most  im¬ 
portant  of  these  are  two  docks  at 
Louisville  and  a  very  large  one  at' 
Philadelphia  Point,  which  is  about 
sixty  miles  north  of  New  Orleans. 
A  number  of  important  retail  yards 
are  also  operated  by  the  Jutte  inter¬ 
ests  along  the  Mississippi  river. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

M.  Dalziel,  of  Collins,  Hahn  &  Dal- 
ziel,  Detroit,  was  in  the  city  this 
week. 

Cincinnati  trade  is  just  now  cutting 
some  figure  in  the  Hocking  field  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  low  stage  of  the  Ohio 


river  and  the  shortage  of  stocks  at 
the  Queen  City. 

H.  J.  Haywood,  of  W.  A.  Gosline, 
Toledo,  was  in  town  early  in  the 
week. 

Robert  West,  of  the  Leeper,  West 
&  Terry  Co.,  Toledo,  was  in  the  city 
on  Tuesday. 

C.  B.  Granby,  of  A.  Y.  Malcomson, 
Detroit,  was  among  Columbus  visit¬ 
ors  this  week. 

Harry  E.  Loomis,  of  the  National 
Coal  Co.,  ,\kron,  Ohio,  was  in  Colum¬ 
bus  on  .Monday. 

W.  J.  Hamilton,  of  the  Hamilton 
Coal  Co.,  spent  several  days  of  last 
week  in  West  Virginia. 

J.  L.  Hull,  of  Anderson,  Ind.,  was 
one  of  the  week’s  out-of-town  callers 
at  local  coal  headquarters. 

W.  A.  Gipson,  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  association,  was 
here  on  Wednesday. 

President  John  S.  Winders,  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  is  spending  a  week 
or  two  at  Mt.  Clemens,  Mich.,  recup¬ 
erating  from  a  recent  illness. 

The  hearing  in  the  receivership  of 
the  Northwest  mine,  at  Corning,  Ohio, 
which  was  to  have  been  heard  at  New 
Lexington,  on  the  12th  inst.,  has  been 
postponed  to  an  open  date. 

Frank  Caster,  who  was  to  have  been 
electrocuted  next  Friday  night  for 
killing  a  policeman  while  the  former 
was  burglarizing  the  house  of  Horace 
Chapman,  president  of  the  Chapman 
Coal  Co.,  about  a  year  ago,  in  this 
city,  has  been  granted  a  reprieve  un¬ 
til  January. 

John  Nugent,  formerly  president  of 
the  Ohio  United  Mine  Workers,  was 
receiving  the  congratulations  of  his 
old  friends  during  a  visit  here  last 
week,  on  his  election  to  the  state  leg¬ 
islature  of  West  Virginia.  For  sev¬ 
eral  years  past  Mr.  Nugent  has  been 
at  the  head  of  the  miners’  organiza¬ 
tion  in  the  latter  state.  He  is  being 
prominently  mentioned  for  speaker  of 
the  house. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Ralston 
Steel  Car  Co.,  of  Columbus,  will  com¬ 
mence  work  within  a  few  clays  on  an 
order  for  1,000  drop  bottom  coal  cars 
placed  with  them  by  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  railway  some  months  ago.  After 
the  contract  is  under  way  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  seventy-five  cars  a  week 
will  be  delivered.  The  Ralston  com¬ 
pany  has  just  completed  orders  for 
500  cars  each  for  the  Ohio  Central 
and  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  lines. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Co.  is  remodel¬ 
ing  and  rearranging  its  offices  in  the 
Outlook  building.  The  quarters  now 
occupied  by  Vice-President  Heiner 
will  be  thrown  into  one  large  apart¬ 
ment  and  fitted  up  in  a  handsome 
manner  for  a  directors’  board  meet¬ 
ing  room.  The  company  now  occu¬ 
pies  two  entire  floors  or  about  forty 
rooms  for  its  general  offices,  and  in 
addition  maintains  offices  in  nine  dif¬ 
ferent  cities  throughout  the  country. 

A  number  of  prominent  coal  men 
from  over  the  state  were  in  the  city 
on  Wednesday,  in  answer  to  subpoe¬ 
nas,  or  as  interested  spectators,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  hearing  of  the 
demurrage  case  before  the  Ohio  rail¬ 
way  commission.  The  action  grows 
out  of  a  ruling  put  into  effect  by  the 
railroads  some  months  ago  reducing 
the  time  for  the  free  unloading  of 
cars  from  ninety-six  to  forty-eight 
hours.  The  interference  of  the  com¬ 
mission  was  invoked  by  the  Ohio 
Shippers’  association  to  have  the  rule 
rescinded,  and  both  parties  to  the 
controversy  have  been  busy  taking 
depositions  and  gathering  statistics. 
The  retail  coal  dealers  throughout  the 
state  have  been  particularly  promi¬ 
nent  in  their  protests  against  this  cur¬ 
tailment  of  a  time-honored  privilege, 
and  have  probably  been  affected  in  a 
financial  way  to  a  greater  degree 
than  any  other  class  of  shippers.  It 
is  felt  that  the  delay  in  bringing  the 
matter  to  a  hearing,  though  mutually 
agreed  upon,  has  been  favorable  to 


the  railroads.  Some  sentiment  exists 
on  this  side  of  the  argument  among 
large  coal  consumers,  and  it  is  an 
effective  argument  in  the  present  state 
of  car  shortage  that  a  greater  amount 
of  equipment  would  be  tied  up  should 
there  be  a  return  to  the  old  system. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


The  coal  trade  this  week  is  described  by  an  upward  trend  of  prices, 
a  firm  demand  and  everyone  too  busy  to  find  fault  with  attendant 
conditions.  It  is  the  opinion  of  some  sales  agents  that  business  this 
year  will  assume  greater  proportions  than  ever  before.  A  large  number 
of  contractors  are  compelled  to  go  into  tbe  open  market  for  coal.  The 
demand  for  domestic  sizes  in  general  has  not  been  as  brisk  this  week  as 
last,  owing  to  the  mild  weather.  The  prices  of  coke  continue  to  increase 
and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  any  of  the  cannel  product.  It  is 
anticipated  that  very  little  change  will  take  place  in  earnest  until  we  have  a 
continuous  spell  of  severe  cold  weather. 

Transportation  Situation. 

.The  supply  of  cars  in  every  section  of  the  country  has  not  perceptibly 
increased  during  the  week.  The  station  agents  of  the  railroads  are  using 
every  possible  means  of  having  all  cars  loaded  to  their  full  capacity  and 
dispatched  with  the  greatest  possible  promptness.  There  is  a  great  rush 
of  business  to  gulf  ports  and  points  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  also  at  lake 
points  which  tends  to  mitigate  the  car  supply  inland.  It  is  expected  that 
some  relief  will  take  place  at  the  close  of  navigation.  When  winter’s 
storms  take  place  they  will  greatly  retard  the  velocity  of  the  freight  cars, 
which  are  already  remarkably  slow  and  it  may  be  expected  that  freight 
congestion  will  assume  proportions  this  year  far  greater  than  ever  before 
experienced. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  figuring  on  placing  an  order  for  fourteen 
thousand  freight  cars.  During  the  past  year  this  company  has  ordered  about 
thirty-six  thousand  cars  and  it  is  reported  from  some  sources  that  the 
service  on  the  Pennsylvania  will  in  the  near  future  be  superior  to  most 
other  lines. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  coal  during  the  past  week  has  somewhat 
abated,  due  to  the  semi-coolness  of  the  weather.  Throughout  the  west 
there  is  a  great  scarcity  of  nut  coal,  but  in  the  east  there  is  a  shortage 
of  chestnut  and  some  other  domestic  sizes.  The  large  shortage  of  anthracite 
at  lake  ports  will  make  rail  business  during  the  winter  very  strong,  and 
owing  to  the  excessive  car  shortage  retailers  will  have  great  difficulty  in 
securing  prompt  shipments  on  orders.  The  demand  for  anthracite  in  the 

country  is  so  great  that  dealers  are  willing  to  accept  it  in  any  kind  of  a 

car.  Much  difficulty  is  experienced  by  sales  agents  in  not  being  able  to  re¬ 
consign  cars  directly  from  connections  to  dealers,  owing  to  the  rulings  of 

many  of  the  roads  which  will  not  permit  rolling  stock  to  go  to  foreign 

lines.  The  large  forty  to  fifty  ton  hopper  cars  also  are  a  great  hindrance 
in  filling  many  orders,  since  most  retailers  have  not  sufficient  facilities 
at  their  yards  for  unloading  the  large  cars.  When  the  small  tonnage  cars 
are  specified  it  often  is  impossible  to  fill  the  order  for  several  weeks. 

Bituminous  Coals  Strong. 

The  bituminous  market  is  characterized  by  a  strong  demand  for  steam 
sizes.  Domestic  lump  and  egg  are  scarce  at  many  points,  and  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  secure  sufficient  splint  coal  to  fill  rush  orders.  Prices  have 
advanced  twenty-five  cents  during  the  week  on  W^inifrede  splint  and  Jackson 
Hill  lump  and  cannel  coals,  principally  on  account  of  the  car  shortage  in 
the  mining  regions.  Youghiogheny  coals  are  also  very  short  and  there  is 
some  difficulty  in  securing  an  ample  supply  of  domestic  sizes  of  the  smoke¬ 
less  product. 

The  demand  for  coal  in  many  cases,  of  the  western  states,  has  per¬ 
ceptibly  increased  during  the  past  week.  Many  retailers’  stocks  are  be¬ 
coming  depleted  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  demand  will  greatly  increase  in 
the  next  few  days.  Many  of  the  bituminous  mines  are  producing  principally 
mine  run,  thus  reducing  the  amount  of  screenings.  This  has  tended  to  make 
the  screening  market  more  firm.  On  the  whole  the  bituminous  market  is 
in  a  good  healthy  condition  and  the  supply  is  just  about  equal  to  the  demand. 

Condition  of  the  Eastern  Markets. 

The  markets  throughout  New  England  and  the  middle  Atlantic  states 
report  that  there  is  an  active  demand  for  domestic  sizes,  together  with  a 
shortage  in  chestnut  coal.  All  rail  business  is  active.  The  amount  of  orders 


duplicated  on  the  books  of  sales  agents  is  growing  greater  as  the  car 
shortage  develops.  Yet  it  is  not  believed  that  there  is  a  great  amount  of 
cancellation  up  to  the  present  time.  The  retail  trade  is  brisk,  but  not 
quite  so  active  as  last  week.  All  the  Lehigh  grades  of  hard  coal  are  scarce 
and  stocks  on  these  coals  are  reduced  as  compared  with  former  years. 
Some  sales  agents  anticipate  that  before  tbe  winter  is  over  there  will  be  a 
shortage  on  chestnut  and  stove  coal. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  continues  to  show  a  strong 
tone.  There  is  great  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  vessels  to  carry  the 
product  to  distributing  points  along  the  coast.  Export  trade  is  not  notably 
active,  owing  to  the  high  tariff  rates  and  the  lack  of  vessels.  The  general 
scarcity  of  labor  at  the  mines  tends  to  affect  to  some  degree  the  supply  of 
coal,  although  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities  would  not  make  it  pos¬ 
sible  to  carry  much  more  coal  to  market  than  is  being  produced  at  the 
present  time,  even  though  there  was  sufficient  labor  to  mine  it.  Shoal  water 
business  will  be  characterized  by  a  good  business  until  ice  making  time. 
Trade  along  the  sound  is  reported  to  be  active,  which  also  characterizes 
the  condition  in  New  York  harbor.  The  Baltimore  market  is  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  Many  sales  agents  claim  they  are  having  much  trouble  to  keep  up 
with  contracts  mid  are  not  hunting  for  new  business. 

Coke  is  very  short  and  there  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  steam  sizes  of  anthracite.  The  tidewater  movement  is  large 
and  the  demand  for  southern  delivery  is  more  active  than  last  week.  '1  he 
slow  release  of  vessels  at  the  various  ports  is  the  cause  of  much  complaint. 
This  is  no  doubt  one  of  the  factors  causing  the  recent  advance  in  vessel 
rates. 

The  coal  trade  in  West  Virginia  is  described  by  a  firm  demand  for  gas 
and  steam  coals  with  an  increasing  preference  for  the  larger  sizes.  The 
demand  for  smokeless  coals  is  firm.  Several  new  mining  developments  are 
reported  and  the  demand  for  coal  throughout  the  southern  states  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing.  There  is  also  a  scarcity  of  chestnut  coal  in  the  Buffalo 
market.  Lake  shipments  for  the  week  show  no  appreciable  change  and 
every  effort  is  being  made  to  send  up  the  lakes  the  largest  possible  amount 
of  coal  before  the  close  of  navigation.  On  account  of  the  excessive  car 
shortage  the  bituminous  product  coming  in  to  the  Buffalo  market  is  not 
more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  normal  tonnage.  Pittsburg  made  the  southern 
coal  states  sit  up  and  take  notice  when  the  recent  rise  in  the  rivers  per¬ 
mitted  the  starting  of  fifty  million  bushels  of  coal  on  barges. 

Western  Markets  Active. 

The  various  grades  of  coal  short  in  the  western  markets  this  week  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  week.  Jackson  Hill  lump  is  somew'hat  more 
scarce  and  the  price  has  been  advanced  twenty-five  cents.  It  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  get  any  Kentucky  coal  at  all  as  far  north  as  Chicago  market. 
Cannel  is  also  very  scarce  and  one  operator  claims  he  has  not  had  a  car 
this  month.  The  demand  for  domestic  sizes  of  both  anthracite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  is  firm  and  there  is  a  great  shortage  of  nut,  especially  in  the 
western  districts.  The  shortage  of  cars  and  embargoes  have  greatly  miti¬ 
gated  the  supply  of  coal  coming  into  the  Louisville  market.  Washouts  on 
some  of  the  southern  lines  also  have  retarded  shipments  and  dealers  are 
clamoring  for  immediate  delivery  of  coal  to  supply  the  urgent  demands  of 
their  patrons. 

“May  weather”  has  predominated  in  the  Cincinnati  market  this  week 
and  coal  dealers  could  have  little  hope  of  an  increased  demand  as  long  as 
the  ladies  on  the  streets  are  in  shirt  waists  and  men  assert  that  overcoats 
are  a  positive  burden.  There  is  a  great  shortage  of  steam  sizes  in  Indiana, 
and  many  of  the  manufacturers  in  the  gas  belt  have  become  so  disgusted  with 
the  failure  of  the  railroads  to  deliver  coal  promptly  that  they  are  talking 
of  moving  to  some  other  section  of  the  country  where  the  fuel  problem 
will  not  prove  such  a  large  handicap.  In  the  Kansas  City  district  there 
is  much  interest  shown  in  the  consumption  of  natural  gas,  some  being 
skeptical  regarding  its  efficiency.  There  is  a  continued  scarcity  of  coal  in 
the  Tennessee  markets,  caused  principally  by  the  lack  of  cars.  Many  of 
the  mines  have  advanced  the  price  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  but  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  the  recent  rise  of  the  rivers  will  relieve  coal  shortage  to  some 
extent. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  Nov.  23. 

The  usual  answer  to  the  question;  “What  is 
the  state  of  the  market  this  week”  brings  the 
prompt  reply:  “Trying  to  get  coal  enough  to 
till  orders — not  accepting  any  new  business 
excepting  at  prices  current  at  time  of  deliv¬ 
ery.”  There  is  a  perceptible  increase  in  the 
demand  for  domestic  sizes  throughout  the 
country  districts.  The  demand  in  western  ter¬ 
ritory  is  especially  strong  and  many  operators 
and  sales  agents  claim  that  they  are  receiving 
at  the  present  time  more  orders  from  the  west 
than  at  any  time.  This  may  indicate  that  the 
coal  states  Colorado  and  Wyoming  are  fall¬ 
ing  down  in  supplying  the  usual  amount  of 
coal  demanded  for  western  consumption.  The 
characteristics  of  the  week  are  somewhat  in¬ 
dicated  by  the  description  of  the  mail  of  sales 
agents  and  operators,  which  is  said  to  con¬ 
sist  mostly  of  complaints  and  urgent  requests 
for  immediate  shipments  of  coal.  Most  of  the 
salesmen  have  been  called  in  and  more  atten¬ 
tion  is  being  given  to  the  filling  of  back  or¬ 
ders  than  to  securing  new  business.  The  mild 
and  semi-cool  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  caused  prices  to  remain  about  the  same. 
The  stocks  in  retailers’  yards  are  becoming 
rapidly  depleted  owing  to  the  growing  demand 
of  the  past  few  weeks  and  the  small  supply  of 
coal  which  has  been  received.  It  is  anticipated 
that  as  soon  as  severe  and  continuous  cold 
weather  becomes  a  reality  that  the  clamor 
for  coal  will  exceed  the  highest  expectations 
of  the  most  sanguine  profits. 

State  of  Market. 

The  strongest  points  of  the  market  this  week 
are  Jackson  Hill,  which  has  advanced  twenty- 
five  cents,  Winifrede  splint  coal,  which  is  now 
selling  at  $4.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  an  advance  of 
twenty-five  cents  over  last  week,  and  cannel 
coal,  which  is  extremely  scarce  and  also  sub¬ 
ject  to  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents.  All 
domestic  sizes  are  strong  and  steam  coal  is  in 
heavy  demand.  Youghiogheny  is  very  scarce 
and  it  has  been  stated  that  the  Youghiogheny 
region  is  short  at  least  100,000  cars.  No  doubt 
this  is  an  exaggeration,  but  it  is  a  proven  fact 
that  very  little  of  this  coal  can  be  purchased 
at  any  price  owing  to  the  lack  of  supply.  The 
weakest  point  of  the  market  is  on  screenings, 
which  have  been  sold,  it  is  claimed,  as  low  as 
ten  and  fifteen  cents,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and 
smokeless  mine-run,  a  quantity  of  which  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  demand  has  tended  to  make  the  market 
weak.  Hocking  coal  is  only  firm  and  if  cold 
weather  does  not  come  in  the  near  future  it 
is  anticipated  that  the  market  will  grow  weaker. 
On  the  whole  the  prices  are  firm  and- the  mar¬ 
ket  stable. 

The  transportation  situation  is  about  the 
same  as  last  week.  The  conditions  in  West 
Virginia  are  no  doubt  more  strained  than  any 
time  this  year  owing  to  the  refusal  of  con¬ 
necting  lines  with  roads  in  the  splint  district 
to  receive  non-airs.  The  supply  of  cars  in  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  is  about  the  same  as  was  re¬ 
ported  last  week,  although  there  may  be  a 
small  change  for  the  better.  Transportation 
facilities  in  Ohio  are  somewhat  improved. 
Throughout  Pennsylvania  the  service  is  ex¬ 
tremely  poor,  which  also  describes  the  situa¬ 
tion  in  Kentucky. 

Anthracite  Market  Strong. 

The  chief  characteristic  of  the  anthracite 
market  this  week  is  the  great  scarcity  of  nut 
coal.  About  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  de¬ 
mand  for  anthracite  coal  in  the  country  and 
fifty  per  cent  in  the  city  is  for  nut.  Since 


the  mines,  in  sizing  the  coal,  produced  only 
from  thirty  to  thirty-five  per  cent  of  nut,  it 
is  obvious  that  there  is  a  good  reason  for  the 
shortage  of  this  grade.  The  demand  for  egg, 
stove  and  grate  is  firm,  but  most  sales  agents 
are  in  a  position  to  make  comparatively 
prompt  shipments  on  these  sizes.  The  amount 
of  dock  coal  in  storage  is  over  200,000  tons 
short  of  last  year  at  this  time.  This  shortage 
has  been  increased  by  the  loss  of  over  50,000 
tons  at  the  recent  Calumet  dock  fire.  In  pass¬ 
ing  it  should  be  noted  that  one  of  the  Reading 
docks  is  undergoing  repairs  and  up  to  date  no  coal 
has  been  stored,  yet  there  is  a  large  consign¬ 
ment  in  transit  which  will  be  utilized  in  the 
near  future.  Very  little  coal  is  coming  up  the 
lakes  at  this  time  and  many  sales  agents  be¬ 
lieve  that  navigation  will  close  with  a  large 
shortage  of  dock  coal  as  compared  with  the 
usual  supply.  Dealers  who  have  been  fortu¬ 
nate  enough  to  get  in  a  good  supply  of  coal 
will  congratulate  themselves  as  soon  as  severe 
cold  weather  predominates. 

Illinois  Coals  in  Firm  Demand. 

Franklin  county  coal  continues  firm.  The  car 
shortage  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week. 
Mine-run  is  quoted  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  four-inch  lump, 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ; 
the  demand  is  firm  on  domestic  sizes. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  are  char¬ 
acterized  by  a  constantly  increasing  demand.  The 
prices  remain  the  same  this  week  as  last  though 
it  is  anticipated  as  soon  as  cold  weather  becomes 
a  reality  they  will  be  advanced  fifty  cents.  The 
Chicago,  Burlmgton  &  Quincy  service  is  some¬ 
what  improved.  There  is  a  notable  increase  in 
demand  for  washed  screenings.  Third  Vein 
chunks,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  are  worth  $2.50,  or  $3.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  standard  lump,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  screenings, 
$1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ; 
washed  nut,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  egg  coal,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  firm  demand. 

Du  Quoin  operators  report  that  the  market  is 
increasing  in  demand  and  the  car  supply  is  about 
the  same  as  last  week.  No.  1  nut  is  worth  at  the 
mines  $1.20  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  six-inch 
egg  and  lump,  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.35 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  the  market  firm;  mine-run, 
$1.10  f.  o.  b.  .the  mine,  or  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
fair  demand. 

Wilmington  coal  is  described  by  practically 
the  same  conditions  as  characterized  the  market 
last  week.  The  car  situation  has  not  improved 
and  operators  and  selling  agents  are  not  in  a 
position  to  make  prompt  delivery  on,  back 
orders.  Wilmington  lump  is  quoted  at  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with 
a  firm  demand. 

Springfield  operators  claim  that  the  mines  are 
running  five  days  a  week  and  the  car  supply  has 
somewhat  improved.  The  demand  for  screenings 
is  fair  and  some  state  that  the  market  is  strong, 
which  is  the  chief  characteristic  of  Springfield 
coals  this  week.  Most  of  the  mines  are  only 
producing  mine-run,  which,  of  course,  mitigates 
the  supply  of  screenings,  making  the  demand 
greater.  Screenings  this  week  have  been  selling 
and  thirty  five  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.10 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine-rim,  $1.05  f.  o.  b.  tlie 
mine,  or  $1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  market  firm;  nut 
coal,  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chi- 
cage,  firm  market;  egg,  $1.35  at  the  mine,  or  $2.10 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  firm  demand ;  six-inch  lump, 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
market  firm  ;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  same  prices 
as  quoted  for  egg  coal,  with  a  strong  demand. 


Carterville  coal  on  all  leading  sizes  received 
an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  November  tenth. 
Car  shortage  has  not  perceptibly  improved.  There 
is  an  increasing  demand  for  domestic  sizes 
throughout  the  country.  Mine-run  is  quoted  at 
$1,25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
market  firm;  six-inch  egg  and  lump,  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  strong  demand ; 
No.  1  washed  egg,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  market  strong. 

Indiana  Coals  Continue  Firm. 

Clinton  coal  this  week  is  characterized  by  a 
very  firm  demand.  Transportation  facilities  are 
inadequate,  which  has  so  mitigated  the  supply 
that  orders  are  being  accepted  only  at  prices 
ruling  at  the  time  of  shipment.  Mine  No.  3,  of 
the  Clinton  Coal  Co.,  began  operation  during  the 
past  week.  This  new  mine,  when  in  full  opera¬ 
tion,  will  produce  an  average  of  seventeen  hun¬ 
dred  tons  a  day.  Mine-run  is  quoted  at  $1.25 
f,  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  market 
firm ;  four-inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  firm  demand;  inch-and-a- 
ouarter  lump,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  $1.50,  or  $2.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings,  45@50c  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $1.15@1.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  market  firm. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coals  have  not 
changed  in  demand  during  the  past  week.  The 
supply  coming  into  this  market  has  not  notably 
changed,  therefore  prices  remain  practically  the 
same  as  quoted  in  our  last  issue ;  mine  run,  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg 
and  lump,  $1.70  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  strong 
demand. 

Brazil  Block  operators  claim  that  they  are 
receiving  only  about  fifty  per  cent  normal  output. 
New  business  is  not  being  accepted  with  any 
definite  promise  of  delivery.  Only  enough  coal 
is  being  received  to  supply  contracts.  Prices  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  week;  open  cars, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  $2.40,  or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ; 
box  cars,  ten  cents  additional. 

Ohio  Coals  Strong. 

Jackson  Hill  operators  advanced  the  price 
twenty-five  cents  this  week.  Car  shortage  has 
not  improved  and,  if  anything,  is  worse  than 
last  week.  Prices  maintaining  are :  $2.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $4.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  very  strong 
demand.  Box  cars,  ten  cents  addition  to  above 
prices. 

PiTTSRURG  Number  Eight  is  characterized  by 
a  very  strong  country  demand.  Comparatively 
little  coal  is  coming  into  this  market,  owing  to 
the  excessive  car  shortage.  Inch-and-a-quarter 
lump  is  worth  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Hocking  operators  and  sales  agents  report  that 
they  are  receiving  only  about  one-third  normal. 
The  car  situation  has  not  changed  since  last  week 
and  the  demand  for  domestic  sizes  is  firm,  but 
somewhat  weak  for  mine-run.  Prices  main¬ 
taining  are:  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.65@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  inch-and-a-quarter 
lump,  with  a  firm  demand.  It  is  reported  that 
some  hopper  cars  have  sold  below  circular  during 
the  past  week,  but  on  the  whole,  the  market  is 
firm  at  circular  prices. 

Pennsylvania  Coal  Strong. 

Youghiogheny  operators  assert  that  they  are 
one  hundred  thousand  cars  short  when  back 
orders  at  all  of  the  four  hundred  or  more  mines 
are  considered.  It  is  the  general  opinion  of  sales 
agents  that  if  one  hundred  thousand  cars  were  to 
he  shipped  out  to  the  trade,  there  would  be  some 
difficulty  in  placing  them  promptly,  but  very  little 
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Youghiogheny  is  coming  into  this  market  and  the 
demand  is  very,  strong.  Prices  maintaining  on 
nut  are :  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 

^  Chicago  ^  three-quarter-inch  lump,  $1.75@1.85 
i  f.-  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

West  Virginia  Market  Strong. 

New  River  coal  this  week  is  characterized  by 
a  strong  demand.  Selling  agents  report  that  a 
large. amount  of  coal  is  being  substituted  for  New 
River  at  lower  prices,  which  has  tended  to  weaken 
the  market.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  cars, 
which  has  tended  to  produce  a  falling  off  of 
production  equaling  nearly  seventy-five  per  cent. 
Standard  New  River  mine-run,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  lump, 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
market  firm. 

Pocahontas  coal  is  in  good  demand,  mine-run 
selling  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  market  firm ;  egg  and  lump  has  been 
bringing  $2.25fai2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.30 @ 
4.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  market  is  strong  on 
account  of  the  increased  demand  from  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  car  shortage  is  not  as  acute  as  it  was 
last  week,  although  the  improvement  is  not 
worthy  of  comment. 


P'airmont  coal  is  bringing  about  the  same  this 
week  as  last.  Operators  and  selling  agents  are  in 
a  position  to  take  care  of  contracts  and  are  not 
accepting  new  business  unless  it  is  understood 
that  the  price  is  current  at  the  time  of  deliverv. 
Three-quarter-inch  lump  at  the  mines  is  quoted 
at  $1.50@1.60  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  mines  are  operating  about  one-third  time. 

Kanawha  lump  is  in  strong  demand.  There 
is  a  falling  off  of  practically  seventy-five  per 
cent  on  shipments,  owing  to  embargoes  and  ex¬ 
cessive  car  shortage  in  the  Kanawha  regions. 
Three-quarter-inch  lump,  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  $1.65 
@1.75  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.,  b.  Chicago;  inch-and- 
a-half  lump,  $1.75(5/2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.65 @3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  strong  market. 

Kentucky  Coal  Very  Short. 

Consumers  who  have  contracted  for  Kentucky 
coal  are  going  to  selling  agents  in  the  open  market 
to  secure  sufficient  quantities  to  carry  them  along. 
The  car  shortage  in  the  Kentucky  field  is  exces¬ 
sive  and  very  little  coal  is  coming  into  this 
market.  Prices  maintaining  are  those  current  at 
the  time  of  shipment.  This  grade  of  coal  is  worth 
$4.25  f.  o.  b.  Qiicago  this  week,  with  a  very 
strong  demand. 


Western  selling  agents  are  having  great  diffi¬ 
culty  in  securing  sufficient  coke  to  supply  con¬ 
tracts,  to  say  nothing  of  the  current  demand. 
The  excessive  car  shortage  at  coking  regions 
greatly  mitigates  the  supply  of  the  product  com¬ 
ing  into  this  market,  and  this,  together  with  the 
large  consumption  of  coke  adjacent  to  the  ovens, 
greatly  augments  the  scarcity.  Connellsville 
foundry  coke  during  the  week  has  sold  as  high 
as  $6.90;  Wise  county,  Virginia,  $6.50;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  foundry  coke,  $6.25;  West  Virginia  furnace 
coke,  $5.90;  by-product  foundry  coke,  $6.00(g6.25 ; 
by-product  domestic  coke,  $5.25(^5.50. 

Cannel  Coal  Scarce. 

Operators  and  selling  agents  for  Cannel  are 
experiencing  great  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient 
quantities  of  this  product  to  fill  rush  orders. 
Prices  maintaining  are  those  current  at  the  time 
of  shipment.  Prices  this  week  are:  $3.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $4.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Mines  are 
operating  only  about  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent 
of  the  time,  owing  to  the  inadequate  car  supply. 
One  operator  claims  he  has  not  had  a  car  of 
Cannel  this  month.  Others  assert  that  they  are 
one  hundred  cars  behind  orders  and  are  not  prom¬ 
ising  delivery  before  the  first  of  December  on 
new  orders. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  November  21. —  {Special 
C OTvespotideyicc.^ — "White  shirtwaists  seemed  to 
be  the  prevailing  style  of  dress  among  the  ladies 
on  the  streets  of  Cincinnati  today,  and  among  the 
men,  overcoats  were  considered  a  positive  bur¬ 
den.  The  air  was  as  balmy  as  spring,  open  win¬ 
dows  was  the  rule  in  offices,  and  a  person  who 
might  have  been  suddenly  dropped  down  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  asked  what  season  of  the  year  it  is, 
would  have  most  likely  replied,  “It  is  May.’’ 
With  this  kind  of  weather  conditions  it  is  not 
wonderful  that  there  should  be  a  certain  amount 
of  weakness  in  the  general  "market.  The  only 
wonder  is  that  there  is  not  a  general  slump.  On 
the  contrary,  the  majority  of  large  concerns  vis¬ 
ited  reported  that  they  could  not  see  that  the 
present  weather  has  had  any  effect  upon  their 
trade,  except,  of  course,  the  retail  dealers  of  the 
city,  say  that  the  warm  weather  has  greatly  cut 
down  their  business. 

The  event  of  greatest  importance  in  the  local 
market,  is  the  news  from  headwaters  that  there 
is  a  general  rise  in  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  many 
millions  of  bushels  of  coal  have  been  started  for 
the  southern  markets,  including  Cincinnati.  In 
olden  times,  the  news  of  a  large  shipment  of  coal 
from  Pittsburg  meant  invariably  that  prices  would 
follow  the  advent  of  the  heavy  receipts  here. 
This  condition  has  passed  away,  thanks  to  various 
consolidations  and  better  business  methods,  and 
the  prediction  is  made  here  that  the  coming  of 
large  amounts  of  Pittsburg  coal,  along  with  a 
smaller  amount  of  Kanawha  river  coal  now  on  its 
way  here,  will  not  affect  prices  more  than  a  half 
a  cent  to  a  cent  a  bushel.  It  will  be  recalled  that 
river  coal  had  been  quite  scarce,  and  had  been 
selling  at  what  might  now  be  termed  a  fanci' 
price  for  coal  afloat.  The  amount  of  coal  on  its 
way  down  the  river  has  been  variously  estimated 
at  from  10,000,000  to  12,000,000  bushels;  but  of 
course  not  nearly  all  of  this  vast  arnount  of  fuel 
will  find  its  way  into  the  Cincinnati  market.  It 
used  to  be  the  rule  of  the  old  steamboatmen  that 
one-third  of  all  the  coal  brought  down  the  river 
was  for  Cincinnati ;  but  of  late  years  no  one  can 
form  any  idea  of  the  distribution,  because  the 
“combine”  now  stops  a  large  amount,  or  a  small 
amount  here,  just  as  its  own  requirements  seem 
to  indicate  what  is  best  at  the  time.  Sometimes 
large  amounts  of  fuel  are  stored  here  in  the 
various  harbors,  and.  before  anybody  seems  to  be 
aware  of  it,  most  of  it  has  been  taken  to  other 
markets  farther  down  the  river.  Of  late  years 
Cincinnati  has  become  more  and  more  a  distrib¬ 
uting  point  for  the  various  cities  lying  along  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  Added  to  the 
amount  of  coal  now  on  its  way  from  Pittsburg, 
are  probably  two  million  to  three  million  five  hun¬ 
dred  thousand  bushels  from  the  Kanawha  river, 
almost  all  of  which  will  be  stopped  and  consumed 
here.  It  will  not  be  surprising,  if  a  survey  of  the 
coal  afloat  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor  next  week 


would  show  five  million  bushels.  And  while  it  is 
now  too  early  to  predict  what  the  settled  price  on 
river  coal  will  be  in  a  few  days,  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  many  invoices  will  show  eight  cents 
a  bushel  for  standard  lump,  and  five  and  one-half 
to  six  cents  a  bushel,  or  even  more,  for  nut  and 
slack. 

As  indicated  in  the  beginning  of  this  report,  all 
concerns  visited  this  week  did  not  report  poor 
business,  but  the  most  of  them  said  that  they 
could  really  see  no  change  in  the  market.  "With¬ 
out  exception,  the  sellers  of  smokeless  coal  re¬ 
ported  the  market  strong  at  $2.25  a  ton  for  lump, 
$1.35  for  run-of-mine,  and  $1.05  for  smokeless 
nut  and  slack  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  in  both  the  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  the  New  River  districts.  A  common 
quotation  on  splint  lump  is  $2.25  a  ton  at  the 
mines,  while  block  coal  and  other  coarse  lump_  is 
worth  $2.50  and  even  more  at  the  mines.  Splint 
run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.35  and  $1.40  a  ton  at  the 
mines,  while  nut  and  slack  is  quoted  at  from  75 
cents  to  $1  at  the  mines.  There  is  absolutely  no 
improvement  in  the  car  service  at  any  point.  The 
unprecedented  shortage  of  cars  is  the  first  thing 
mentioned  and  the  most  important  feature  of  the 
market  at  this  time,  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of 
any  improvement  until  after  the  winter  season  is 
over  and  the  demand  for  coal  ceases  to  be  acute. 

The  great -demand  for  steel  for  all  kinds  of 
construction  work  is  having  a  direct  effect  upon 
the  coke  market,  and  is  forcing  prices  higher  and 
higher.  Furnace  coke  is  now  as  scarce  as  it  can 
be  at  $3.50  a  ton  at  the  ovens  in  the  New  River 
field,  while  foundry  coke  is  in  good  demand  at 
$4(g4.50  a  ton  at  the  ovens.  The  scarcity  of  box 
cars  is  still  a  greater  factor  in  the  coke  business. 

Added  to  the  other  drawbacks  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  coal  business,  the  Big  Four  and  the  C.  H.  & 
D.  railroads  have  this  week  placed  an  embargo 
on  coal  for  shipment  west  and  north  on  account 
of  local  congestion  of  other  freight,  and  it  may 
be  a  week  or  more  before  the  railroads  can 
handle  coal  to  points  where  coal  is  badly  needed. 
The  Pennsylvania  is  still  open,  and  considerable 
coal  is  going  out  over  that  road. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

F.  A.  Fitzgerald,  representing  Hull  &  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  made  a  pleasant  call  Monday  at  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  went  to  Roanoke, 
"Va.,  on  Monday  of  this  week,  on  business  of  his 
company. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oils  Co.’s  mines  at  Holden,  W. 
Va.,  and  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Fuel  Co., 
spent  several  days  in  Cincinnati  this  week  on 
business. 

R.  S.  McVeigh,  western  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  was  among  a  party  of 


officials  which  spent  part  of  last  week  at  the 
mines  of  the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  at 
Holden,  W.  Va. 

A  telegram  from  Lexington,  Ky.,  reports  that 
coal  dealers  there  have  boosted  the  price  of  coal 
to  $5.25  a  ton  on  account  of  the  unusual  scarcity 
there.  The  prediction  is  made  that  prices  will 
be  still  higher. 

G.  O.  Morrison,  formerly  well  known  in  the 
Cincinnati  coal  trade,  but  now  a  resident  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  here  this  week  mingling  among  his 
many  friends  and  acquaintances. 

In  the  matter  of  indictments  of  the  Marmet 
Coal  Co.,  and  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  charging  that 
they  were  in  a  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade, 
■Judge  Murphy  Saturday  granted  a  motion  to 
quash  the  indictments. 

Edwin  Marmet,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  accompanied  by 
James  McDonald,  assistant  general  manager  of 
the  company,  spent  several  days  in  and  about 
Pittsburg  the  latter  part  of  last  week. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  New  York,  was  a 
Cincinnati  business  visitor  during  the  week.  He 
had  been  on  a  tour  of  inspection  of  his  company’s 
mines  at  Holden,  W.  Va.,  and  had  also  visited  the 
great  new  coal  tipple  at  Huntington,  W.  V’a. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  R.  Reed,  a  wealthy  physician 
of  this  city,  has  been  spending  much  of  his  time 
lately  in  an  effort  to  make  Cincinnati  a  smokier 
city.  He  has  made  the  discovery  that  Cincinnati 
is  smokier  than  the  “Smoky  City,”  Pittsburg.  He 
has  brought  back  with  him  from  his  trips  of  ob¬ 
servation,  an  instrument  with  which  to  measure 
smoke.  It  is  proposed  by  him  to  measure  the 
density  of  smoke  coming  out  the  various  chim¬ 
neys  of  this  city,  and  use  the  results  in  prosecu¬ 
tions  to  be  made  against  the  persons  or  concerns 
making  the  smoke. 

The  conference  between  the  local  receivers  and 
shippers  of  freight  and  the  representatives  of  the 
various  railroads  looking  toward  a  revision  and 
reduction  of  the  switching  rates  on  coal  in  and 
around  Cincinnati,  failed  to  agree,  and  the  con¬ 
ference  adjourned  without  accomplishing  its  ob¬ 
ject.  This  means  that  the  coal  men  will  push  to 
final  conclusion  the  complaints  lodged  with  the 
State  Railroad  Commission  charging  certain  of 
the  railroads  with  discrimination  and  overcharg¬ 
ing  on  switching  coal  in  the  city  limits.  It  is 
now  probable  that  the  matter  will  reach  the 
courts.  There  is  a  law  in  Ohio  naming  maximum 
switching  rates,  and  the  coal  men  claim  that  the 
railroads  pay  no  attention  to  this  law. 
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Kentucky  Coal  Trade. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  November  21. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — During  the  past  week  warm 
weather  prevailing  through  Kentucky,  Tennes¬ 
see  and  the  south,  had  the  effect  of  slackening 
the  demand  for  domestic  coal,  but  washouts  on 
the  railroads  retarded  shipments  to  such  an 
extent,  that  the  clamor  for  coal,  by  the  dealers, 
shows  little  diminution.  The  situation  in 
Louisville  has  been  relieved  by  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  two  million  bushels  are  coming  from 
I’ittsburg.  This  announcement  was  very  wel¬ 
come  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  less  than 
ten  days’  visible  supply  of  coal  in  this  market. 
However,  there  is  little  likelihood  that  the 
price  of  rail  coals  will  suffer  in  the  slightest 
as  many  of  the  interior  towns  of  Kentucky  are 
practically  bare  of  coal. 

The  shortage  of  cars  on  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  has  grown  considerably  worse  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week,  and  embargoes  have  been 
placed  against  all  but  two  of  the  smaller 
southern  railroads  to  whose  points  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  has  published  through  rates. 
These  two  remaining  roads,  which  can  receive 
Louisville  &  Nashville  coal,  are  the  Atlantic 
&  West  Point  and  the  Georgia  Railroad, 
and  unless  they  return  cars  promptly  the 
transportation  department  will  decline  further 
shipments  to  these  roads,  and  no  Louisville  & 
Nashville  cars  will  be  allowed  to  go  south  of 
Atlanta.  At  present  the  road  is  declining  cars 
for  shipment  south  of  Knoxville,  owing  to  the 
damage  to  the  new  Etowah-Cartersville  branch 
by  the  floods.  This  road  will  be  closed  for  re¬ 
pairs  probably  for  several  days. 

During  the  past  week  the  good  citizens  of 
Falmouth,  Kentucky,  seeing  impressive  ex¬ 
hibits  of  coal  passing  north  to  Cincinnati  and 
other  big  and  arrogant  cities,  with  not  a  car 
dropped  on  to  their  switches,  organized  for 
new  and  original  purposes.  They  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  and  pledged  themselves  to  sidetrack  and 
confiscate  coal  cars  bound  for  northern  points 
and  elected  an  official  to  take  charge  of  them, 
weigh  out  the  coal,  collect  for  it  and  turn  the 
proceeds  over  to  the  railroad  agent.  To  date, 
there  are  no  reports  of  confiscation,  but  vari¬ 
ous  operators  have  notified  the  three  coal-less 
dealers  in  Falmouth  that  they  will  ship  them 
coal  immediately  at  the  market  price,  if  they 
wish  to  act  in  good  faith.  Dozens  of  other 
Kentucky  towns  hftve  no  coal  supply  at  all. 

The  retail  prices  in  Louisville  are  maintain¬ 
ed  as  follows: 

First  and  Second  Pool  Pittsburg,  $4.00  per 
load;  Fourth  Pool  and  Pellico,  $3.75;  Western 
Kentucky  lump,  $3.25.  Small  quantities  of  In¬ 
diana  coal  over  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and 
Western  Kentucky  over  the  L.  H.  &  St.  L., 
have  been  coming  in  and  occasional  small  ship¬ 
ments  over  the  C.  &  O.  Cars  are  about  equally 
scarce  on  all  lines. 

KENTUCKY  COAL  TRADE  NOTES. 

Both  Lexington  and  Bowling  Green  were 
entirely  out  of  coal  during  the  past  week,  and 
many  other  small  Kentucky  towns  were  in  the 
same  plight. 

The  spur  track  to  the  plant  of  the  Rossland 
Coal  Co.,  near  Gray’s,  Kentucky,  has  been 
laid  and  coal  will  be  loaded  as  soon  as  the  tip¬ 
ple  is  completed. 

Mr.  James  C.  Layne  Jr.,  Assistant  Manager 
of  the  Virginia  &  Kentucky  Coal  Sales  Co., 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  spent  several  days  in  Louis¬ 
ville  the  past  week. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  is  now  publish¬ 
ing  a  rate  into  Chattanooga  of  $1.15  per  ton 
for  the  Jellico  district,  and  $1.25  from  the 
Kentucky  mines  further  north. 

C.  W.  Wood,  secretary  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  who  was  stricken  with  paralysis  at  the 
mines  two  weeks  ago,  is  undergoing  treatment 
in  the  Jewish  Hospital  and  the  doctor’s  report¬ 
ed  that  his  chances  of  recovery  are  brighter. 

Hywell  Davies,  head  of  the  Main  Mountain 
Jellico  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Knoxville  last  week. 
Mr.  Davies  says  that  his  mines  at  Kensee  are 
getting  about  two-thirds  of  their  car  require¬ 


ments.  His  lump  coal  is  bringing  $3.75  f.  o.  b. 
mines. 

G.  W.  Curvin,  the  well-known  Laurel  Co. 
operator,  is  considering  opening  ftp  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  con¬ 
trols  two  miles  north  of  Lily.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  coal  is  equal  in  (luality  to  the  original 
Lily  coal,  and  that  this  land  is  safely  beyond 
the  zone  of  disturbance,  which  has  made  prac¬ 
tically  all  operations  in  the  Lily  field  hazard¬ 
ous  and  unprofitable. 

The  Atlantic,  Birmingham  &  Atlanta  Railway 
Company  is  erecting  a  number  of  coal  chutes 
at  Brunswick,  Ga.  d'he  chutes  will  stand  forty 
feet  above  water  and  will  extend  into  the  channel 
for  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet.  'I'wenty  cars 
will  be  supplied  with  coal  at  the  same  time  when 
the  chutes  arc  completed. 

F.  h'.  Snead,  of  Snead  &  Meguire,  has  spent 
the  past  week  in  Laurel  and  Knox  counties. 
His  firm  bought  the  output  of  the  New  Alta- 
mont  Coal  Co.,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  new  Lynn  Camp  Coal  Co.,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  mine  of  Perry  Cole  on  the  old  Pea- 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  November  21. — (Special 
Correspondence.)  —  There  is  practically  no 
change  in  the  situation  over  last  week.  De¬ 
mand  continues  equally  firm  for  gas  and  steam 
coals,  with  preference  for  the  larger  sizes.  The 
demand  for  smokeless  is  strong,  as  usual. 
Prices  all  along  the  line  are  inviting,  but  the 
first  consideration  is  to  get  the  cOal  on  cars 
for  delivery,  and  that  probleiri  seems  good  to 
last  for  weeks  yet.  No  promise  for  speedy  de¬ 
livery  can  be  made  by  shippers,  since  they  are 
compelled  to  take  their  chances  for  car^C  It 
is  prevailing  opinion  that  prices  will  not  gd  up 
higher. 

Complaint  From  Tidewater  Shippers. 

Operators  in  the  New  River  and  iCanawha 
Valleys,  think  they  suffer  when  they  want  to 
ship  coal  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  In  other 
words,  they  assert,  that  they  can  ship  a  greater 
percentage  of  coal  west  with  equal  or  less 
effort  in  getting  cars,  and  there  are  some  ope¬ 
rators  who  are  disposed  to.  say,, there.Vi^  a 
reason  for  this  in  the  alleged  in.tej'est’,"’di  i^he 
Pennsylvania  road  which  wants  to  develop  the 
seaboard  trade  to  the  fullest  for  mines  in  that 
state.  Whatever  the  cause,  the  fact  remains 
that  shipments  west  are  more  expeditious  day 
in  and  day  out  President  Stevens,  of  the  C. 
&  O.,  is  forced  to  hold  almost  weekly  confer¬ 
ences  with  the  operators  and  at  the  last,  he 
stated  that  the  prospects  for  furnishing  an  im¬ 
proved  supply  of  cars  were  very  bright. 

State  Seeks  to  Restrain  Operation. 

The  West  Virginia  state  mining  department 
has  applied  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
Powama  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  in  Mercer  county, 
from  operating.  The  grounds  alleged  are  that 
the  company  was  not  complying  with  the  min¬ 
ing  laws  and  that  operation  was  at  the  risk 
of  the  lives  of  the  employes.  This  is  the  first 
action  taken  along  this  line,  and  it  springs 
from  the  agitation  aroused  by  the  numerous 
mine  disasters  in  the  last  eighteen  months.  It 
is  notable  that  this  action  was  taken  by  Dis¬ 
trict  Inspector  Warner,  who  is  a  newly  ap¬ 
pointed  official.  He  talks  of  other  corresponding 
cases  where  similar  action  is  to  be  taken,  un¬ 
less  the  safeguards  provided  for  are  more 
closely  followed.  A  temporary  injunction  has 
been  granted  against  the  Powama  concern. 

Some  New  Mining  Developments. 

new  mine  will  soon  be  opened  up  by  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  about  twelve  miles  from 
Clarksburg,  which  will  be  essentially  a  modern 
plant.  All  the  machinery  will  be  electrical 


cock  Coal  Co.’s  property  near  Pittsburg,  and  a 
number  of  small  mines  through  that  section. 

Capt.  S.  F.  Rock,  secretary,  treasurer  and 
manager  of  the  Lynn  Camp  Coal  Co.,  has  been 
seriously  ill  for  the  past  two  weeks  at  the 
camp  near  Rossland,  Kentucky.  He  is  report¬ 
ed  to  be  improved.  President  S.  H.  Hedrick 
has  been  at  the  mines  during  his  illness  and 
.Mr.  Douglas  Faulkner,  assistant  to  Captain 
Rock,  has  been  actively  in  charge.  The  Lynn 
Camp  Co.  hopes  to  be  loading  coal  within  ten 
days.  The  plant,  installed  by  Captain  Rock,  is 
one  of  the  finest  in  Kentucky. 

Charles  Bohmer,  of  Robb  &  Bohmer,  local 
representatives  of  the  Monongahela  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Charles  Crush,  of  the 
Union  and  the  Pacific  Coal  Co.’s  and  Louis 
Newman,  of  Newman  &  Frankel,  were  among 
the  local  coal  men,  who  .  were  heard  by  the 
grand  jury  during  the  past  week  in  the  course 
of  its  investigation  in  regjard  to  an  alleged 
illegal  coal  combine.  This  investigation  was 
conducted  by  Assistant  Commonwealth’s  At¬ 
torney  Lorraine  Mix,  at  the  instance  of  Aider- 
man  W.  W.  Barnes.  The  latter  recently  at¬ 
tracted  some  attention  by  calling  for  a  munici¬ 
pal  coal  yard  for  Louisville,  which  Mayor 
Barth  declared  to  be  about  as  practical  as  the 
operation  of  a  municipal  grocery. 


Mining  News. 

and  there  will  not  be  a  horse  or  mule  about 
the  place,  in'  that  being  a  novelty  in  that  sec¬ 
tion.  C.  S.  Riggs,  the  company’s  superintend¬ 
ent  of  construction,  believes  the  mine  will  be 
ready  for  operation  in  March. 

Work  is  progressing  on  a  new  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Tug  river  which  will  connect 
with  the  tipple  of  the  Slick  Coal  Co.,  at  Welch. 
The  tipple  will  be  completed  in  a  few  weeks 
and  railroad  shipments  will  commence  about  the 
beginning  of  the  new  year. 

■The  Ethel  Co.,  of  Logan,  will  be  shipping 
within  a  month,  according  to  C.  A.  Devinney, 
the  general  manager. 

FIELD  NOTES  AND  PERSONAL 
MENTION. 

L.  O.  Macdaniel,  treasurer  of  the  Big  Sandy 
Coal  &  Coke,  has  made  a  trip  from  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  to  discuss  e.xecutive  details  with  the 
operating  force. 

P.  E.  Gallagher,  of  the  C.  &  O.  Coal  Sales 
Agency,  at  Thurmond,  has  just  published  an 
interesting  and  instructive  map  of  the  New 
River  coal  field  territory. 

Lee  Ott,  who  has  just  been  appointed  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke, 
.  was  formerly  superintendent  of  mines,  owned 
by  the  same  interests  along  the  Western  Mary¬ 
land,  or  Wabash  line.  He  has  worked  his 
way  up  from  the  pick. 

R.  S.  Jones,  chief  train  dispatcher  for  the 
Coal  &  Coke,  at  Elkins,  is  dead.  He  was  with 
this  company  a  year,  having  formerly  been 
general  agent  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  at 
Huntington.  He  was  well  and  favorably 
known  to  coal  shippers. 

W.  H.  Woodj',  manager  of  the  Edgewater 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Childress,  Kentucky,  has 
been  back  in  McDowell  coimty,  and  reports 
that  the  new  concern,  in  which  West  Virginia 
capital  is  almost  exclusively  interested,  will  be 
ready  to  ship  before  Christmas. 

The  O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  is  said  to 
be  dickering  for  the  purchase  of  the  Empire 
mines  at  Bellaire,  Belmont  Countjq  Ohio,  just 
about  opposite  Wheeling.  The  property  in¬ 
cludes  three  mines  with  a  good  trade  and  con¬ 
siderable  acreage  fronting  on  the  Ohio  river. 

Fire  this  week  destroyed  the  tipple  and  oil 
house  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.’s  mine  at 
!\Iiddleton.  entailing  a  loss  that  will  be  about 
$10,000.  The  origin  is  not  known,  and  it  took 
hard  work  to  save  other  buildings.  The  tipple 
was  an  unusually  good  one.  The  company,  a 
few  weeks  ago,  lost  a  good  river  bridge  by  an 
accident  in  which  the  loss  was  nearly  as  much, 
but  its  ability  to  secure  temporary  facilities 
does  not  affect  its  average  output. 
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The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  November  22. —  (Special 
Correspondence.)— As  the  direct  result  of  the 
failure  of  the  coal  carrying  roads  of  Indiana  to 
work  in  harmony  together,  a  serious  fuel  famine 
is  imminent  among  tlie  manufacturers  of  Indian¬ 
apolis  and  several  of  the  larger  gas  belt  cities. 
Secretary  Riley,  of  the  Indiana  Railway  Commis¬ 
sion,  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  dealers 
and  operators  when  he  said  today  that  many 
large  industries  in  the  gas  belt  have  less  than  a 
week’s  run  of  fuel  on  hand  right  now. 

“The  situation  is  very  discouraging,’’  said  Sec¬ 
retary  Riley.  “The  railroad  commission_  is  doing 
all  it  can  to  relieve  the  situation,  but  it  is  a  diffi¬ 
cult  task.  The  trouble,  so  far  as  we  are  con¬ 
cerned,  is,  that  the  commission  does  not  have  as 
much  power  as  it  should.  Under  certain  circum¬ 
stances  it  can  force  one  road  to  accept  business 
from  another,  but  it  is  powerless  to  raise  one 
road’s  embargo  against  another.  We  understand 
here  that  there  is  an  embargo  against  the  Big 
Four  at  Terre  Haute,  but  we  don’t  know  much 
about  it.  The  commission,  however,  is  doing 
what  it  can  to  better  conditions.” 

President  Kolsem,  of  the  Indiana  Operators 
Association,  said  here  today  that  the  operator.-^ 
having  mines  along  the  E.  &  T.  H.  roads  are 
forbidden  now  by  that  company  to  sell  any  coal 
to  consumers  on  the  Big  Four  routes.  The  E  & 
T.  H.  has  placed  an  embargo  against  the  Big 
Four  that  it  is  rigidly  enforcing. 

Mr.  Kolsem  said  that  his  company  could  get  its 
coal  to  Chicago  over  the  C.  &  E.  I.  from  Terre 
Haute.  The  operators  along  the  E.  &  T.  M.  are 
doing  fairly  well  under  the  circumstances,  as  they 
can  find  a  ready  market,  they  say,  for  their  coal 
at  Chicago,  but  they  have  to  cut  out  their  cus¬ 
tomers  here  and  in  the  gas  belt,_  which  is  the 
most  important  coal  market  in  Indiana  outside  of 
Indianapolis. 

The  operators  along  the  Southern  Indiana  are 
said  to  be  in  still  worse  shape  than  those  along 
the  E.  &  T.  H.,  as  they  can’t  get  any  coal  into 
the  gas  belt  or  this  city  over  the  Big  Four  and 
none  into  Chicago  until  after  the  E.  &  T.  H.  takes 
care  of  its  own  business.  Some  Greene  and  Sul¬ 
livan  county  coal  is  coming  to  Indianapolis  now 
over  the  I.  &  V.,  but  the  jobbers  here  say  that 
after  it  does  arrive  the  roads  are  so  overloaded 
with  other  kinds  of  business  that  they  haven’t 
the  terminal  facilities  to  look  after  them  properly. 

The  situation  here,  according  to  the  dealers, 
was  never  worse.  The  Big  Four  is  not  bringing 
much  coal  to  this  city  because  of  the  embargo  of 
the  E.  &  T.  H.,  and  the  Southern  Indiana.  The 
operators  along  these  lines  based  their  contracts 
on  the  Big  Four  rate,  which  is  ten  cents  less  a 
ton  than  the  Vandalia.  The  latter  road  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  handle  a  reasonable  amount  of  coal  de¬ 
livered  at  Terre  Haute  for  Indianapolis,  but  the 
operators  can’t  ship  contract  coal  over  it  without 
losing  money. 

It  was  stated  by  Secretary  Riley,  of  the  rail¬ 
road  commission,  that  the  cause  of  the  embargo 
against  the  Big  Four  is  that  it  won’t  return  the 
cars  of  the  E.  &  T.  H.  and  the  Southern  Indiana 
as  promptly  as  they  demand.  The  representatives 
of  the  E.  &  T.  H.  insist  that  the  Big  Four  has 
not  returned  several  hundred  of  its  cars,  while 
the  Southern  Indiana  claims  to  have  positive  evi¬ 
dence  that  the  Big  Four,  after  delivering  the  coal 
in  the  Southern  Indiana  cars,  turned  the  cars 
over  to  some  of  its  shippers  to  be  sent  elsewhere. 
The  E.  &  T.  H.  and  the  Southern  Indiana  say 
that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  handle  their 
business  unless  they  can  get  their  cars  promptly. 

These  matters  have  been  laid  before  the  rail¬ 
road  commission  which  has  taken  them  up  with 
the  Big  Four.  The  officials  of  the  latter  have 
entered  a  general  denial  of  the  charges  and  have 
replied  that  they  are  doing  the  best  they  can. 

in  the  meantime  the  big  consumers  of  Indiana 
are  on  the  verge  of  a  famine.  The  word  received 
at  the  railway  commission  headquarters  is  to  the 
effect  that  some  of  the  manufacturers  in  the  gas 
belt  have  become  so  disgusted  that  they  are  de¬ 
termined  to  seek  new  locations  where  the  fuel 
problem  will  not  be  such  a  nightmare.  Unless 
the  railroads  reach  an  agreement  within  a  few 
days  it  is  certain  that  several  of  the  largest  in¬ 
dustries  in  Indiana  will  have  to  close  down  until 
they  can  get  sufficient  fuel  to  run  their  plants. 


The  manufacturers  have  joined  the  railroad 
commissioners  and  the  members  of  the  coal 
trade  in  an  appeal  to  the  railroad  companies  for 
relief,  but  there  is  no  relief  in  sight.  But  few 
mines  in  Indiana  are  being  run  over  half  time 
and  many  not  that  much  a  week.  Labor  as  well 
as  capital  is  suffering. 

Prices  are  steady  at  the  mines  and  among  the 
dealers,  but  there  is  not  as  much  free  coal  as 
there  is  a  market  for.  Tlic  operators  are  also 
having  trouble  to  fill  their  contracts.  The  demand 
is  good  and  there  is  no  complaint  at  the  prevail¬ 
ing  prices,  but  the  lack  of  transportation  facili¬ 
ties  is  proving  a  serious  handicap  to  the  business. 

According  to  information  given  out  this  after¬ 
noon  at  the  headquarters  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  the  differences  tliat  threat- 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  November  20. —  (Special 
Correspondence.) — The  coal  business  in  the 
southwestern  district  continues  to  thrive  and  a 
winter  that  began  well  bids  fair  to  end  just  as 
well.  Prices  still  remain  steady  at  the  same  old 
notch,  but  the  conditions  warrant  an  increase  and 
it  probably  will  be  made.  At  present  the  only 
thing  that  is  preventing  a  raise  is  a  feeling  that 
such  a  move  would  cause  a  great  wave  of  public 
disapproval.  Wholesale  dealers  continue  to  de¬ 
clare  that  they  are  getting  more  orders  than 
they  can  handle  and  are  disposing  of  just  as  much 
coal  as  they  can  prevail  upon  the  railroads  to 
move.  Only  the  scant  supply  of  cars  prevents 
them  from  doing  a  business  unprecedented  in  this 
district.  The  only  complaints  heard  among  the 
retail  dealers  is  that  they  cannot  obtain  a  great 
enough  supply  from  the  wholesalers  to  satisfy 
the  demand  of  their  trade.  Consumers  of  retail 
coal  cannot  obtain  large  supplies  from  dealers  be¬ 
cause  the  latter  will  not  sell  more  than  a  ton  or 
two  at  a  time.  This  is  not  because  they  are  not 
willing  to  accept  the  orders,  but  because  they 
have  not  enough  coal  on  hand  to  supply  a  great 
number  of  large  orders. 

These  conditions  are  prevalent  in  Kansas  City 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  company,  which  has 
contracted  to  supply  the  city  with  natural  gas,  has 
been  very  busy  in  the  last  two  months  piping  the 
city,  preparatory  to  turning  on  gas  from  the  Kan¬ 
sas  fields.  The  city  has  been  divided  off  into 
districts  by  the  gas  company  and  it  is  the  com¬ 
pany’s  aim  to  supply  a  district  at  a  time.  That  is 
to  say  that  just  as  soon  as  the  piping  of  one  dis¬ 
trict  is  finished  the  gas  will  be  turned  on  in  that 
district  and  so  on.  The  piping  of  the  first  dis¬ 
trict  was  finished  Sunday  and  the  gas  was  turned 
on  Monday.  However,  many  residents  are  a  lit¬ 
tle  skeptical  regarding  the  efficiency  of  natural 
gas  and  a  great  number  will  continue  to  burn 
coal  and  gas  in  their  furnaces  and  stoves  through¬ 
out  this  winter  at  least. 

An  advance  copy  of  the  report  of  the  state 
coal  mine  inspector,  R.  S.  Thomas,  who  lives  in 
Bevier,  Mo.,  has  just  been  received  in  this  city. 
It  shows  that  the  coal  production  for  1905  reached 
the  high  water  mark  in  Missouri’s  output  of  coal. 
The  total  tonnage  of  the  year  amounted  to  4,381,- 
596.  The  total  tonnage  for  the  previous  year  was 
4,241,912.  There  was  received  for  the  output  of 
1905,  $7,147,665.  This  was  an  increase  of  $144,- 
587  over  1904. 

The  record  made  for  the  year  by  the  largest 
coal  producing  counties  of  Missouri  was  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Macon,  817,093  tons;  Adair,  708,338;  La¬ 
fayette,  705,812;  Randolph,  544,118;  Ray,  226,339; 
Vernon,  206,772;  Platte,  205,535;  Barton,  196,175; 
Bates,  178,246;  Henry  132,619.  There  were  ele¬ 
ven  accidents  which  caused  death  and  thirty-six 
injuries.  On  this  point  the  report  says: 

“The  results  of  the  work  of  the  year  1905  arc 
gratifying  in  that  they  show  the  smallest  number 
of  fatalities,  the  number  of  tons  of  coal  mined 
considered,  so  far  experienced  in  the  coal  mining 
history  of  the  state.’’ 

The  report  says  that  electricity  is  used  in  the 
mining  in  Barton,  Grundy,  Lafayette,  Macon,  Ran¬ 
dolph  and  Ray  counties. 


ened  to  cause  a  serious  division  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion  at  the  last  national  wa  e  conference,  have 
been  settled. 

Vice-President  Thomas  L.  Lewis  will  not  op¬ 
pose  tlie  re-election  of  President  Mitchell,  al¬ 
though  he  was  nominated  for  the  position.  All 
others  nominated  for  president  have  withdrawn  m 
Mitchell’s  favor,  so  he  will  have  a  clear  field 

I-cwis  will  htivc  n()  opposition  for  vice-president 
and  W.  B.  Wilson  will  be  elected  secretary-treas¬ 
urer  again  by  acclamation.  A  referendum  vote 
will  he  taken  among  the  members  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  on  the  candidates  for  national  offices. 

Several  candidates  have  been  nominated  for  the 
credentials  and  auditing  committees.  A  call  has 
been  issued  for  the  national  convention  of  the 
miners  here  January  15.  Owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  present  wage  scale  continues  in  force  for 
two  years,  none  of  the  operators  will  be  here  for 
the  miners’  meeting,  which  will  be  given  to  con¬ 
sideration  of  matters  pertaining  only  to  the  or¬ 
ganization  itself. 


The  attorneys  for  Mrs.  Mary  A.  J.  Devlin  filed 
suit  yesterday  in  the  circuit  court  against  the 
trustees  in  bankruptcy  of  the  estate  of  Charles  J. 
Devlin,  asking  for  her  dower  interests  or  one- 
third  of  the  property  situated  in  Missouri.  It  is 
similar  to  the  suits  that  have  been  filed  in  Kan¬ 
sas  and  Illinois.  The  estate  in  Missouri  contains 
considerable  real  estate  in  Kansas  City,  and  the 
Marceline  Coal  Co.  in  Marceline,  and  coal  lands 
in  Linn  county. 

The  secretary  of  the  Southwestern  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association  has  just  issued  a  circular,  show¬ 
ing  comparison  of  the  coal  business  done  in  this 
district  this  year  and  that  of  last  year.  In¬ 
creases  are  shown  in  Kansas  and  Arkansas  and 
decreases  in  Missouri  and  the  Indian  Territory. 
The  net  increase  in  the  entire  district,  however, 
was  2,889  tons.  The  circular  also  shows  that  in 
September  18,746  more  tons  were  mined  than  in 
August.  The  comparison  follows  : 


States. 

100.5. 

1906. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Missouri 

_  249,701 

240,123 

9,638 

Kansas 

_  405,.3.58 

422,508 

17,150 

Arkansas  . 

_  160,208 

176,545 

16,337 

Indian  Ter....  r81,479 

160,519 

20.960 

Totals 

_  900,800 

999,695 

33,487 

30,593 

Net 

inches . 

.  .  .2,889 

tons. 

Total  tons 

mined  in  August,  1906... 

.  .  .  980,049 

Total  tons 

mined  in  September,  1906 

.  .  .  999,695 

Increase,  tons  . 

.  ..  18,740 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  in  this  city  is  achieving  suc¬ 
cess  in  its  campaign  against  dealers  who  sell  short 
weights.  J.  M.  Thompson,  a  special  officer,  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  association,  arrested  two  dealers  the 
other  day  and  each  was  fined  $100  in  police  court. 

The  Wyandotte  Gas  Co.  notified  heavy  con¬ 
sumers  of  gas  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  today  that 
their  gas  supply  would  be  shut  off  today  and  to 
prepare  to  use  coal  or  other  fuel  indefinitely. 
The  pipe  lines  of  the  Kansas  Natural  Gas  Co.  <ye 
inadequate  to  supply  the  increased  consumption 
of  gas  since  it  has  turned  on  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
Among  the  users  affected  are  the  Swift  Packing 
Co.,  the  American  Dressed  Beef  &  Provision  Co.. 
Fowler  Packing  Co.,  and  the  Metropolitan  Street 
Railway  Co. 

Local  coal  operators  are  receiving  reports  from 
the  south  that  the  crude  oil  which  for  awhile 
practically  drove  coal  out  of  the  market  there  is 
being  replaced  again  by  the  coal. 

It  is  stated  that  considerable  quantities  of  coal 
are  being  taken  in  Texas  now  from' the  Mc.Alester 
mines,  of  Indian  Territory  to  replace  oil  which 
has  been  getting  scarcer  and  in  some  instances  al¬ 
most  impossible  to  obtain  in  North  Texas.  The 
Southern  Pacific  railroad  has  been  the  largest 
user  of  Texas  oil.  Several  users  of  oil  in  Dallas. 
Texas,  have  recently  written  to  Muskogee  and 
Tulsa  making  in<|uiries  concerning  the  probability 
of  obtaining  their  siqiply  from  the  Oklahoma 
field. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  the  Kansas  City  manu¬ 
facturing  hoitses  which  have  drawti  a  large  part 
of  their  coal  from  this  district  have  commenced 
to  use  crude  oil  instead. 

The  Armour  Packing  Co.  at  Kansas  City  has 
contracted  with  the  Standard  to  furnish  enough 
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oil  to  run  its  plant,  about  eight  hundred  barrels 
a  day.  A  little  oil  has  been  used  there  for  some 
time,  but  Armour  had  a  coal  mine  contract  that 
kept  oil  out  until  recently.  'I'he  Cmlahy  Packing 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Nov.  Z\.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — No  material  change  from  last  week  is 
noticeable  in  the  coal  market  in  this  city.  The 
car  situation  continues  to  be  very  unsatisfactory 
and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  improvement  in  the 
near  future.  It  was  reported  here  yesterday  that, 
last  Saturday  the  Pittsburg  district  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  did  not  have  a  single  car  available  at  the 
mines.  The  natural  result  of  all  this  is  that  the 
market  continues  strong  with  prices  about  the 
same  as  last  week.  Prices  on  Hocking  seem  to 
be  settled,  with  the  lump  size  bringing  two 
dollars.  Nut,  pea  and  slack  is  quoted  at  ninety 
cents,  and  slack  af  seventy-five  cents.  Shippers 
arc  asking  ninety  cents  for  Pittsburg  No.  8  slack. 
In  fact  fine  coal  shows  considerable  strength  com¬ 
pared  with  last  week’s  prices.  There  is  practi¬ 
cally  no  coarse  coal  on  track  and  very  little  fine 
coal.  Added  to  the  shortage  of  equipment  is  the 
poor  switching  service.  There  is  so  much  general 
merchandise  on  the  tracks,  that  when  a  car  of 
coal  does  finally  reach  this  point,  several  days 
often  elapse  before  it  is  delivered. 

Warm  Weather  Helps  a  Little. 

Fortunately  for  all  concerned,  and  especially  for 
the  consumers  the  warm  weather  that  has  pre¬ 
vailed  during  the  past  week  has  eased  the  situa¬ 
tion  considerably.  As  an  evidence  of  what  the 
coal  men  of  this  city  are  up  against  it  is  only 
necessary  to  cite  an  instance  where  one  hundred 
cars  of  Cambridge  three-quarters  was  contraeted 
for  and  the  mine  operators  guaranteed  shipment. 
Not  a  ton  of  the  coal  has  reached  its  destination, 
though  the  time  has  expired  long  ago. 

The  only  two  grades  that  have  gone  up  in  price 
since  last  week  are  Jackson  Hill,  which  now  sells 
for  two  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  and  West 
Virginia  splint,  which  has  undergone  an  advance 
of  twenty-five  cents,  that  is  to  two  dollars  and 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  November  20. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — A  continued  scarcity  of 
coal  in  the  markets  and  consuming  points, 
brought  about  principally  by  a  lack  of  cars  and 
augmented  by  the  washouts  along  many  traffic 
lines  this  week,  is  the  situation  that  the  coal 
users  and  dealers  are  having  to  face.  Reports 
from  Memphis  indicate  that  the  situation  there 
has  been  somewhat  relieved  by  the  receiving 
of  coal  by  river.  The  weather  has  not  been 
cold  enough  in  Nashville  for  a  coal  famine  to 
exist,  but  the  shortage  in  fuel  is  pronounced. 
The  mines  have  made  advances  of  about  twen¬ 
ty-five  cents  on  coal.  The  dealers  here,  who 
generally  do  not  touch  upon  their  reserve  coal 
before  the  first  of  the  year,  have  already  sold 
from  it.  Aside  from  the  scarcity  of  cars,  the 
absence  of  sufficient  day  laborers  for  loading 
at  the  mines  is  a  factor  in  the  present  situa¬ 
tion. 

Advances  in  the  Southeast. 

Atlanta  retailers  have  made  advances  from 
$5.75  to  $6.00  per  ton  and  other  southeastern 
cities  have  made  similar  advance.  The  regu¬ 
lar  winter  price  on  hard  or  anthracite  coal  will 
remain  unchanged. 

NOTES  AROUND  NASHVILLE. 

Harry  Anderson,  of  John  D.  Anderson  & 
Co.,  coal  merchants,  at  Nashville,  is  spending 
some  time  in  the  west. 

C.  S.  McManus,  until  recently  general  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Southern  Railway,  with  offices 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  has  been  appointed 
president  of  the  Fork  Ridge,  Wiona  and  Ster¬ 
ling  Coal  Co.’s  among  the  largest  mines  in  the 
Middlesborough  district.  Each  of  the  mines  is 
controlled  by  different  interests. 


Co.  uses  475  barrels  of  oil  a  day.  The  Fowler 
and  Nels-Morris  plants  are  using  natural  gas  re¬ 
sulting  in  slack  coal  being  almost  a  drug  on  the 
market. 


Coal  Trade. 

twenty-five  cents.  It  was  reported  here  that 
Chicago  buyers  offered  two  dollars  a  ton  at  Pitts¬ 
burg  for  three-quarters  gas  coal  and  that  in  all 
probability  Pittsburg  slack  would  soon  go  to 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 

Nor  is  the  situation  improved  any  by  the  action 
of  many  consumers  in  ordering  more  coal  than 
their  daily  needs  call  for.  They  are  beginning  to 
get  very  anxious,  for  their  stocks  are  getting 
low.  So  far,  however,  no  reports  of  actual  ex¬ 
haustion  of  supplies,  except  in  some  places  out 
in  the  state,  have  been  received. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  representative  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  has  gone  to  Ohio  for  a  few  days. 

C.  B.  Grandy,  general  manager  of  A.  Y.  Mal- 
comson  Co.,  has  bought  a  new  four-cylinder  auto¬ 
mobile. 

Thomas  L.  Cole,  representing  Burton,  Beidler 
&  Phillips,  of  Cleveland,  was  a  vistor  in  Detroit 
Tuesday. 

W.  H.  Warner,  of  Cleveland,  spent  a  few  hours 
last  week  in  this  city  looking  after  his  new  inter¬ 
ests  here. 

W.  R.  Field,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  representing 
the  New  Pittsburgh  Co.,  spent  a  few  days  in  this 
city  this  week. 

Fred  W.  Minton,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  Co.,  is  out  in  the  state  this  week, 
not  to  drum  up  trade,  but  to  quiet  the  clamorers 
for  coal,  so  it  is  said.  The  anthracite  situation 
is  very  bad  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  box  cars,  and 
chestnut  coal  is  getting  scarce  in  some  of  the 
smaller  towns.  Dealers  who  are  out  of  their 
supplies  are  buying  of  the  more  fortunate  ones 
and  paying  a  small  bonus. 


The  car  shortage  in  this  section  will  be  re¬ 
lieved  to  some  extent  on  the  Nashville,  Chat¬ 
tanooga  &  St.  Louis  Railway,  which  penetrates 
some  of  the  coal  producing  districts  of  East 
Tennessee  and  which  has  its  executive  offices 
here.  This  road  is  getting  a  great  deal  of  new 
equipment  delivered  now  from  the  American 
Car  &  Foundry  Co.,  at  Memphis,  and  the 
Nashville  shops  are  turning  out  coal  cars  at 
the  rate  of  sixty-five  per  month. 

The  Board  of  Prison  Commissioners  of 
Tennessee,  under  authority  vested  in  the  board 
by  legislative  act,  has  voted  to  purchase  fif¬ 
teen  thousand  acres  of  additional  coal  lands  for 
the  state  for  a  consideration  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  thousand  dollars.  The  lands  are 
located  in  Warren,  Bledsoe,  Van  Buren  and 
Sequatchie  counties.  The  tract  is  a  part  of 
the  estate  of  the  late  H.  L.  W.  Hill,  of  Warren 
County,  Tennessee.  The  Sewanee  vein  of  coal 
is  exposed  in  several  places.  The  N.  C.  &  St. 
L.  R.  R.,  has  agreed  to  build  a  track  to  the 
same  from  some  point  in  the  Sequatchie  Val¬ 
ley.  It  is  possible  that  there  may  be  some  liti¬ 
gation  before  the  sale  is  finally  passed  upon 
by  Governor  Cox.  Certain  real  estate  men 
claim  that  they  could  have  sold  the  same  lands 
for  eight  dollars  per  acre,  or  forty-five  thous¬ 
and  dollars  less  than  the  price  recommended 
in  the  report  of  the  commission. 

New  Companies. 

The  Phoenix  Coal  Co.,  backed  by  Chatta¬ 
nooga  parties,  has  applied  for  a  charter  as  a 
firm.  The  new  company  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000.  It  has  authority  to  mine  coal. 
Frank  O.  Retig,  of  Chattanooga;  P.  H.  Leffi- 
teau,  who  operates  a  retail  coal  yard  in  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  and  others  are  the  incorporators.  The 


new  company  will  do  a  retail  business  for  the 
present. 

Since  the  reorganization  of  the  Mountlake 
Coal  Co.,  at  Chattanooga,  the  office  has 
been  removed  to  the  offices  of  the  Ross-Me- 
han  Foundry  Co.  there,  and  Charles  L.  Hall 
has  been  succeeded  as  secretary  and  treasurer 
by  P.  A.  Brawner.  George  W.  Nixon  continues 
in  active  control  of  the  management  of  the 
mines. 

The  Tennessee  Gem  Coal  Co.,  has  lately 
been  incorporated  with  $30,000  capital  stock  to 
develop  coal  lands  north  of  the  Tennessee 
river  in  the  region  of  Walden’s  Ridge  and 
Chattanooga.  Among  the  leading  spirits  in 
the  new  company  are  Judge  L.  U.  Davis  and 
Colonel  G.  H.  Holliday,  of  Knoxville,  Tennes¬ 
see.  The  company  is  now  doing  some  work 
on  coal  properties  and  considers  building  a 
tramroad  to  connect  with  Chattanooga. 

A  Car  Shortage  Miracle. 

The  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  just  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Consolidated  Fuel  Co.,  of  Fre¬ 
mont,  Neb.,  another  order  for  a  full  train 
load  of  coal,  making  the  fourth  train-load 
order  from  this  one  firm  in  the  past  four 
weeks. 

The  first  order  was  for  twenty  cars,  and  was 
received  by  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  on 
October  twenty-sixth;  the  coal  was  loaded 
the  next  day  and  left  Spring  Valley  in  a  solid 
train  October  twenty-eighth,  arriving  in  Fre¬ 
mont,  Neb.,  at  four  o’clock  p.  m.,  October  twenty- 
ninth. 

The  second  order  was  for  thirty  cars,  and 
was  received  Tuesday  morning,  November 
thirteenth.  The  thirty  cars  left  Spring  Valley 
in  a  solid  train  at  3.30  p.  m.,  the  same  day,  and 
arrived  in  Fremont,  Thursday,  November  fif¬ 
teenth,  at  2:30  p.  m. 

The  third  order  was  for  twenty-five  cars, 
and  was  received  November  nineteenth.  The 
twenty-five  cars  were  ready  for  shipment  at 
3:30  p.  m.,  November  twenty-first,  and  left 
Spring  Valley  at  midnight. 

The  fourth  train-load  order  has  just  been  re¬ 
ceived  and  will  be  filled  early  next  week. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Spring  .Valley 
Coal  Co.,  has  received  an  order  from  the 
Brown  Coal  Co.,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  for  a 
train  load  of  thirty  cars.  This  will  also  go 
forward  within  a  few  days. 

The  Southern  Railway  Coal¬ 
ing  Station. 

Engineers  for  the  Southern  Railway  are  con¬ 
structing  a  coaling  station  at  Asheville,  North 
Carolina,  which  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  that 
country  in  several  respects,  one  of  them  being 
that  it  is  constructed  throughout  of  concrete 
reinforced  with  corrugated  steel  bars. 

The  structure  is  sixty-four  feet  in  length, 
forty  feet  in  width  and  eighty-five  feet  si.x 
inches  in  height  and  has,  on  the  west  side,  a 
receiving  hopper  fifteen  by  eighteen  feet.  The 
total  capacity  is  about  one  thousand  tons  of 
coal,  and  in  addition  the  structure  has  a  sand- 
storage  room  capable  of  containing  one  hun¬ 
dred  tons  of  wet  sand  and  fifteen  tons  of  dry 
sand. 

A  track  runs  to  the  receiving  bin  to  unload 
the  coal  there,  and  from  this  bin  the  fuel  is 
taken  up  an  elevator  shaft  by  buckets  operated 
along  an  endless  chain  to  the  large  storage 
bin  which  will  contain  one  thousand  tons  of 
the  fuel.  The  loading  capacity  is  about  one 
hundred  tons  per  hour,  the  elevator  being  driv¬ 
en  by  a  powerful  alternating-current  electric 
motor.  A  five  horse  power  Westinghouse  mo¬ 
tor  also  operates  the  air  compressor.  Ten  tons 
of  sand  per  hour  can  be  automatically  loaded 
on  the  sand  elevator,  which  is  driven  from 
the  drive  shaft  of  the  coal  elevator. 

Two  tracks  have  been  constructed  under  the 
coaling  station,  so  that  when  it  is  desired  to 
coal  an,  engine,  it  is  only  necessary  to  lower 
the  coal  chute,  and  by  the  pressure  of  a  lever 
allow  the  coal  to  run  down,  a  tender  being 
loaded  in  this  manner  in  a  very  short  time. 

The  station  is  equipped  with  ten-ton  suspen¬ 
sion  scales,  fitted  with  plus  and  minus  beams 
and  automatic  registering  device,  so  that  coal 
may  be  weighed  as  taken  on  the  engine. 
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Morris  Williams,  president  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

William  H.  Hockaday,  with  Jewett,  Bige¬ 
low  &  Brooks,  Detroit,  Michigan,  spent  sever¬ 
al  days  this  week  in  Chicago. 

E.  S.  Van  Sant,  of  the  Globe  Coal  Co.,  OW 
Colony  Building,  Chicago,  made  a  recent  busi¬ 
ness  trip_  to  Columbus  in  the  interest  of  the 
company. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  wholesale  sales 
for  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
was  calling  on  his  friends  in  the  Chicago  trade 
this  week. 

A  coal  palace  built  of  all  the  various  kinds 
of  coal  found  in  the  United  States  will  be  a 
striking  architectural  feature  of  the  Jamestown 
exposition. 

H.  A.  Hausgen  has  opened  an  office  at  550 
Watson  building,  Chicago.  Mr.  Hausgen’s 
specialty  is  making  reports  of  coal  mine  and 
railroad  properties. 

W.  L.  McCauley,  secretary  W.  B.  Stone,  Old 
Colony  Building,  Chicago,  is  making  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  through  Wisconsin  in  the  interest  of 
the  company  this  week. 

Otto  Reese,  formerly  with  the  Busse  Coal 
Co.,  is  now  connected  with  the  sales  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  303 
Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

D.  E.  Regan,  president,  and  John  F.  Mur¬ 
phy,  secretary  and  treasurer,  of  the  D.  E.  Re¬ 
gan  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  spent  the  latter 
part  of  the  week  in  Chicago. 

W.  S.  Ridgly,  general  manager  Christian 
County  Coal  Co.,  Taylorville,  Ill.,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week.  He  reports  that  the  car 
supply  has  not  improved  and  that  his  mine  is 
operating  about  half  time. 

T.  J.  O’Gara,  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Mar¬ 
quette  Building,  Chicago,  has  been  spending 
several  weeks  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  He 
hopes  to  leave  in  the  southern  regions  an  un¬ 
welcome  attack  of  rheumatism  and  he  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  to  Chicago  on  Monday. 

William  L.  Gordon,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed 
general  manager  at  the  mines  of  the  Zeigler 
Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Zeigler,  Illinois. 
Mr.  Gordon  has  been  general  manager  of  the 
St.  Bernard  Mining  Co.,  at  Earlington,  Ky,  and 
will  undoubtedly  prove  a  good  man  for  the  Zeig¬ 
ler  Coal  Co. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad 
is  putting  in  a  switch  at  Zeigler,  Ill.,  which 
will  connect  their  line  with  the  mine  of  the 
Zeigler  Coal  Co.  Morton  Otis,  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  states  that  they 
will  be  shipping  coal  via  the  Burlington  De¬ 
cember  first. 

The  Slagel  Salt  Co.,  has  purchased  the  coal 
and  salt  property  of  the  Hope  Salt  &  Coal  Co., 
Mason,  West  Virginia.  They  are  installing 
improved  machinery  and  expect  to  have  the 
coal  and  salt  plants  in  operation  by  February 
first.  They  will  ship  their  coal  over  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad. 

To  relieve  the  shortage  of  coal  in  the  state  of 
Washington,  the  Pacific  Coast  Co.  has  made  ar¬ 
rangements  for  reopening  its  Tenimo  mines,  the 
output  of  which  will  be  two  hundred  tons  daily. 


The  coal  is  to  be  divided  between  Seattle  and 
Portland,  Ore. 

Several  sales  agents  claim  that  there  is  a  no¬ 
table  increase  in  the  demand  for  coal  in  west¬ 
ern  states.  They  attribute  this  increased  ac¬ 
tivity  to  the  lack  of  production  by  western 
mines.  Orders  from  Nebraska  and  the  Dako¬ 
tas  are  especially  plentiful,  and  as  the  season 
advances,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  amount  of 
business  will  constantly  increase. 

Horace  Clark,  president,  Clark  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Peoria,  Ill.,  was  around  visiting  with 
his  Dearborn  street  acquaintances  this  week. 
Strange  to  say,  Mr.  Clark  doesn’t  talk  car 
shortage.  The  mines  of  his  company  are  locat¬ 
ed  on  the  Iowa  Central  and  as  that  road  hauls 
an  enormous  amount  of  corn  for  the  distiller¬ 
ies,  there  are  plenty  of  cars  for  the  return 
trip. 

The  Howe  Scale  Co.,  of  Illinois,  having  out¬ 
grown  its  present  quarters  at  48  and  50  Lake 
street,  Chicago,  is  building  a  new  plant  at  1315- 
1323  Wabash  avenue.  The  building  will  be  three 
stories  high,  with  a  concrete  foundation  and  the 
dimensions  will  be  eighty-seven  feet  by  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-one  feet.  Oliver  B.  Main  has 
been  given  entire  charge  of  the  business  of  the 
concern. 

John  Sterling  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  Hudson  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  a 
new  company  which  has  opened  offices  in  the 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago.  This  concern 
has  a  mine  at  Superior,  Sullivan  County, 
Ind.,  on  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  Rail- 
'road  They  are  mining  the  number  seven 
vein  and  in  a  short  time  expect  to  have  their 
output  up  to  a  daily  capacity  of  a  thousand 
tons. 

Many  of  the  sales  agents  during  the  past 
week  have  experienced  great  difficulty  in  mak¬ 
ing  dealers  throughout  the  country  districts 
believe  that  the  car  situation  is  so  serious  that 
it  is  impossible  to  get  coal  through  on  rush 
orders.  Many  of  the  retailers  think  that  the 
sales  agents  are  consigning  coal  to  other  par¬ 
ties  who  are  willing  to  pay  more  fancy  prices. 
It  is  claimed  that  this  is  not  generally  the 
case  and  that  dealers  who  cancel  their  orders 
and  place  them  with  other  concerns  simply 
delay  shipments,  because  in  most  cases  all 
orders  are  shipped  according  to  the  time  re¬ 
ceived. 

In  accordance  with  a  call  sent  out  by  the 
Brown  &  Brown  Coal  Co.,  the  Detroit  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Van  Antwerp  Brothers,  the  Peter 
Koenig  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Parker  Brothers  Co., 
I,td.,  all  of  Detroit,  a  meeting  of  Detroit  coal 
dealers  was  held,  a  few  days  ago,  at  the  Fel- 
lowcraft  Club  to  discuss  means  of  stopping 
the  stealing  of  coal  from, the  cars  on  the  rail¬ 
road  tracks,  through  which,  it  is  said,  the 
dealers  have  been  losing  large  amounts  of  coal. 
The  dealers  say  that  organized  gangs  of 
thieves  have  been  committing  depredations  on 
their  coal  in  the  cars  on  the  tracks  and  that 
neither  the  railroads  nor  police  have  been 
giving  them  proper  protection.  Plans  were  dis¬ 
cussed  to  have  this  condition  remedied,  and  an 
organization  was  effected  to  look  after  this 
and  any  other  matters  which  may  be  of  mutual 
benefit  to  the  coal  dealers  of  this  city. 

Modoc  Tandy  has  appointed  the  following 
new  skouts  for  the  Order  Kokoal:  A.  A. 
White,  of  Merchants’  Coal  Co.;  F.  S.  Eggles¬ 
ton,  with  E.  B.  Townsend  and  George  R.  Tay- 


lar,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  all  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  as  associate  skouts  for  Massachusetts 
to  co-operate  with  W.  D.  Leeds,  James  S.  Rae¬ 
burn,  president  Raeburn-Gardner  Coal  Co.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C,  as  skout  for  District  of  Columbia. 
O.  P.  Curran  Jr.,  manager  Black  Band  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  as  skout  for  Southern 
Ohio,  vice  F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of 
The  Thacker  Co.,  who  felt  that  he  was  en¬ 
titled  to  rest  on  his  laurels  for  the  balance  of 
this  year  after  the  immensely  successful  Ko- 
ruskation  held  at  Cincinnati,  October  twenty- 
seventh.  T.  R.  Morgan,  manager  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  as  skout  for  Eastern 
Kentucky  and  J.  M.  Humphrey  of  the  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  who  lives  in  Louisville  as  skout  for 
Western  Kentucky. 

A  large  deal  in  Canadian  coal  lands  has 
just  been  completed.  Two  men  who  are 
in  control  of  the  gigantic  movement  in 
Canadian  bituminous  coal  are  F.  E.  Kenas- 
ton,  of  Minneapolis  ,and  O.  A.  Roberston,  of 
St.  Paul.  They  were  in  Chicago  with  their  chief 
manager,  Charleton  Dixon,  and  contracts  are  being 
awarded  and  deals  for  electrical  machinery  closed, 
which  involve  an  immediate  expenditure  of  $2.- 
000,000.  The  name  of  the  company  is  the  Can¬ 
adian  Western  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  It  owns  one 
hundred  square  miles  of  cosl  lands  in  southern 
Alberta  already.  Part  of  the  property  was  in  a 
crude  state  of  development  when  the  Twin  City 
men  took  hold  of  it,  but  now  the  deal  has  been 
financed  and  real  development  will  commence  in 
earnest.  The  product  will  be — in  fact,  is  being — 
shipped  at  present  as  far  east  as  Winnepeg  and 
into  Montana,  Washington  and  other  western 
states.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  owners  to  eventually 
secure  better  railroad  rates  that  will  enable  them 
to  ship  into  Minnesota.  It  is  a  high  grade 
product  and  the  demand  for  it  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  is  so  great  that  they  can  readily  dispose 
of  all  that  they  can  mine.  They  will  ship 
all  over  the  northwest  in  competition  with  even 
the  Hocking  Valley  product.  Of  course  it  must 
get  into  Minnesota  in  time,  and  just  as  soon  as 
the  rates  are  favorable  they  will  be  able  to  take 
care  of  the  Minnesota  trade. 

It  is  learned  that  negotiations  are  pending 
withHodenpyl,  Walbridge  &  Co.  of  New  York 
to  underwrite  the  proposed  $5,500,000  issue  of 
Chicago  Southern  five  per  cent  bonds.  A 
mortgage  to  secure  the  proposed  issue  was 
filed  several  days  ago.  There  is  now  out¬ 
standing  four  million  dollars  of  Chicago  South¬ 
ern  notes,  and  it  is  the  plan  of  the  Walsh  in¬ 
terests  to  exchange  new  bonds  for  the  out¬ 
standing  notes  and  use  the  proceeds  of  the  re¬ 
maining  $1,500,000  to  complete  the  railroad 
system.  Of  the  four  million  dollars  of  Chi¬ 
cago  Southern  notes  $750,000  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  clearing  house  committee,  having  been 
placed  there  last  winter  as  a  portion  of  the 
security  for  advances  made  by  the  clearing 
house  banks  to  the  creditors  of  the  Walsh  in¬ 
stitutions  when  the  latter  were  compelled  to 
go  into  liquidation.  The  importance  of  the 
present  negotiations  lies  in  the  fact  that  their 
successful  termination  will  enable  John  R. 
Walsh  and  the  interests  associated  with  him 
to  become  aggressive  bidders  for  the  railroad 
system  over  whch  he  once  ruled  with  undis¬ 
puted  authority.  The  new  bonds  run  for 
thirty  years  and  are  redeemable  at  102;/$.  They 
are  secured  by  all  of  the  property  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Southern  railroad  from  Edgar  county, 
Illinois,  to  Chicago  Heights.  including 
branches.  They  are  guaranteed  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Indiana.  The  Chicago  Southern  notes  are 
secured  by  $11,000,000  Southern  Indiana  and 
$600,000  Chicago  Southern  stock. 
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White  coal  is  a  term  applied  in  France  and  Italy  to  glacier  streams 
rising  in  the  Alps  and  applied  to  power  purposes.  Italy’s  streams  and 
rivers  can  furnish,  it  is  said,  ten  million  horse  power. 

The  Pullman  Co.  claims  that  a  hotel  on  wheels  is  not  a  common 
carrier.  Why  is  not  a  train  of  coal  cars  a  storage  plant  on  wheels,  and 
therefore  not  subject  to  the  interstate  commerce  act?  Perhaps  the  term 
common  carrier  is  a  misnomer. 


America  is  away  behind  the  times  in  the  matter  of 
Improving  (he  water  transportation.  The  older  countries  have  spent 
Waterways  millions  of  dollars  on  their  navigable  rivers  and  de¬ 
veloped  them  to  such  a  point  of  perfection  that  they  are 
a  tremendous  factor  in  continental  commerce.  In  this  country  most  every¬ 
thing  has  been  left  to  the  railroads,  and  they  have  permitted  the  increased 
amount  of  freight  to  go  begging  for  transportation  while  freight  rates  are 
constantly  advancing.  Of  course  we  are  pleased  that  freight  rates  are 
cheaper  here  than  in  any  other  country,  but  it  is  obvious  to  any  rational 
mind  that  if  the  railroads  can  pay  large  dividends  on  stock  which  is  nearly 
half  water,  a  great  reduction  of  tariffs  is  still  possible.  The  railroads  are  sa.d 
to  be  capitalized  at  13,000  million  dollars  with  7,000  million  dollars  water 
in  the  stock.  This  kind  of  a  “waterway”  evidently  has  been  greatly  improved 
by  the  railroad  financiers. 

The  federal  government  should  expend  much  more  money  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  our  many  rivers.  The  waterways  form  a  most  advantageous 
method  for  the  transportation  of  certain  classes  of  commodities.  At  present 
Congress  is  spending  about  four  and  one-half  per  cent  of  the  annual  appro¬ 
priation  on  commerce,  the  life  blood  of  the  country.  During  past  years 
the  federal  government  has  spent  only  about  470  million  dollars  for  the 
improvement  of  our  rivers  and  lakes,  bays  and  canals.  It  must  be  obvious 
that  commerce  is  not  getting  its  just  proportion  of  the  national  revenue. 


and  practically  all  our  revenue  comes  from  commerce.  We  should  spend  on 
the  rivers,  waterways  and  improvement  of  navigation  in  this  country  fifty 
million  dollars  every  year.  This  would  in  the  near  future,  improve  trans¬ 
portation  facilities,  lower  freight  rates  through  competition  and  thus  aug¬ 
ment  industry  and  commerce.  Some  may  say  that  this  is  too  much.  But  we 
are  now  a  1,000  million  dollar  country.  We  see  nearly  a  billion  dollars 
appropriated  every  year.  It  is  hoped  that  some  of  the  interest  shown  in 
the  Panama  canal  will  be  reflected  back  to  those  who  are  responsible  •  for- 
the  improvement  of  the  interstate  waterways. 

If  waterways  were  properly  developed  the  rate  question  would  be  practi¬ 
cally  settled  in  every  part  of  this  country  because  of  the  state  of  competition 
which  it  would  produce  on  the  railroads.  The  power  of  the  trolley  over 
the  railroads  in  lowering  passenger  rates  is  remarkable.  It  is  claimed 
by  experts  that  water  transportation  is  about  one-sixth  as  expensive  as 
rail,  and  that  if  our  waterways  were  well  developed  they  would  save  shippers 
one  hundred  million  dollars  yearly.  Since  coal  is  at  least  twenty  per  cent 
of  the  amount  of  freight  carried  the  matter  must  have  the  support  of  the  coal 
men  who  are  now  suffering  for  want  of  cars. 

There  is  an  instinct  in  the  human  animal  which  calls 
out:  “Fair  play,  square  deal,”  or  justice  in  the  language 
of  Socrates.  Many  dealers  ordered  coal  in  September. 
Owing  to  conditions  beyond  the  operators’  control  the 
coal  has  not  yet  been  delivered.  The  reason  for  the 
delay  is  car  shortage.  The  shippers’  patrons  are  howling  and  canceling  their 
orders;  but  finally  the  coal  comes  along.  In  many  cases  the  cars  loaf  around 
from  two  weeks  to  two  months  before  they  arrive  at  their  destination. 
At  last  the  dealer  gets  his  coal,  not  five  cars  a  week  as  he  ordered  it,  but 
eight  or  ten  cars  in  a  bunch.  He  knows  that  the  cars  must  be  unloaded 
before  the  time  limit  expires  or  he  will  be  charged  demurrage.  He  is  not 
sent  the  kind  of  cars  ordered  nor  are  they  delivered  as  he  specified,  for 
which  the  shipper  is  in  no  way  to  blame.  He  endeavors  to  get  them  unloaded 
inside  the  time  limit  but  fails.  The  railroad  promptly  charges  him  daily 
car  service.  He  watches  the  other  cars  which  he  has  unloaded  and  finds  they 
are  still  on  the  switch.  As  time  goes  on  he  finds  that  the  empties  remain 
on  the  siding  from  a  week  to  ten  days  after  they  were  unloaded  before  the 
railroad  again  puts  them  in  service,  yet  on  the  cars  which  were  not 
unloaded  right  on  the  hour  defining  the  time  limit  he  was  charged  demurrage. 
The  bystander  naturally  asks,  “How  much  does  the  railroad  allow  for 
delayed  shipments.”  When  he  is  told  “nothing,”  that  the  average  freight  car 
works  only  one  hour  out  of  twenty-four,  that  it  earns  an  average  of  $2.23 
an  hour,  that  complaints  in  re  delays  are  seldom  given  attention  and  that 
shippers  are  losing  thousands  of  dollars  every  day  by  delays  in  transporta¬ 
tion,  he  naturally  joins  the  chorus  with  those  who  cry  out  in  all  earnestness: 
“Oh,  justice,  where  art  thou?” 

The  fact  is  that  there  is  no  justice  in  the  matter  at  all.  The  shipper  is 
a  hundred  times  more  eligible  to  demurrage  on  delayed  shipments  than  the 
railroad  is  for  any  compensation  when  cars  are  not  unloaded  promptly. 
The  dealer  is  the  one  who  suffers.  He  loses  trade.  He  is  not  able  to 
do  nearly  as  much  business  during  the  year  and  delayed  shipments  greatly 
affect  his  income.  In  the  case  of  the  railroad  the  goods  must  be  trans¬ 
ported  any  way  and  very  little  is.  lost  by  the  delay.  In  fact  it  gives  a  good 
excuse  to  constantly  advance  the  tariff.  The  railroad  should  be  compelled 
by  the  state  to  deliver  the  goods  in  a  reasonable  time  or  pay  the  shipper 
for  the  damages.  The  state  has  given  to  the  railroad  a  charter  specif3'ing 
privileges  of  great  value.  The  common  carriers  monopolize  the  commerce 
of  the  country  and  therefore  should  be  under  the  strictest  subjection  of 
the  state  and  be  compelled  to  perform  their  service  efficiently.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  the  railroads  not  having  sufficient  facilities  to  move  freight 
promptly.  It  can  get  capital  at  once  by  asking  the  public  for  it.  If  it  should 
pay  demurrage  to  shippers  for  delayed  shipments,  the  railroads  would  not 
lose  in  the  end  by  the  custom  because  there  would  immediately  follow  a 
reorganization  of  the  crude  system  of  handling  rolling  stock  at  present,  which 
would  tend  to  speed  up  the  freight  cars,  enabling  the  roads  to  do  a  much  larger 
business.  Under  the  new  law,  regulating  interstate  commerce  the  large 
shipper  can  not  make  advantageous  contracts  with  the  railroads,  but  since 
his  business  brings  a  greater  revenue  to  the  common  carriers  they  will 
naturally  give  him  the  best  car  service  and  the  small  shipper  must  suffer. 
If  it  were  easy  to  prove  that  discrimination  had  been  practiced  then  the 
small  shipper  could  easily  collect  damages,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
there  are  so  many  excuses  which  the  railroad  can  give  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  the  small  shipper  to  find  a  court  which  will  bring  about 
conviction.  It  therefore  appears  that  the  best  solution  of  the  problem  is 
for  each  state  to  enact  a  reciprocal  demurrage  law  making  it  of  interest 
to  the  railroad  to  deliver  all  shipments  with  greatest  possible  dispatch 
or  else  be  compelled  to  pay  the  shipper  damages  for  all  delays  beyond  a 
reasonable  time  for  transit. 


Railroads 
Should  Pay 
Demurrage. 
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“Come  On  and  Lift.” 


The  quaint  old  George  Herbert  once  said  that 
a  handful  of  good  deeds  was  worth  more  than 
a  bushel  of  good  words.  The  coal  trade  needs 
both ;  the  deeds  to  promote  square  dealing,  the 
word's  to  develop  the  spirit  of  good  fellowship 
throughout  all  the  representatives  of  the  trade. 
Integrity  is  one  of  the  foundation  stones  of 
every  business  or  industry.  There  was  a  time 
before  chemistry  came  to  the  bench  of  Justice, 
when  many  members  took  particular  pains  to 
substitute  “a  coal  just 
as  good”  on  many  or¬ 
ders  simply  because 
there  was  more  profit  in 
the  transaction.  A  deal¬ 
er  who  would  sell  him¬ 
self  for  such  a  srnall 
price  is  only  a  fraction 
of  a  man.  He  lacks  in¬ 
tegrity,  that  good  old 
Saxon  word  which 
means  whole,  complete, 
all  that  goes  to  make  up 
the  honest  captain  of  in¬ 
dustry.  His  dealings 
may  go  on  for  a  time, 
he  may  deceive  his  cus¬ 
tomers  and  beat  his 
competitors  out  of  their 
just  share  of  business, 
but  eventually  there  will 
come  a  time  when  the 
trade  will  find  him  out 
and  his  patrons  will  get 
wise  to  his  methods  of 
deception.  Constantly 
living  in  the  fear  of  be¬ 
ing  found  out  he  is 
bound  to  unfit  himself 
for  the  vigorous  _  dis¬ 
patch  of  his  business. 

As  he  broods  over  his 
secret  plans  he  can  not 
concentrate  his  mind  on 
the  best  means  for  pro¬ 
moting  his  business. 

The  coal  trade  is  an 
organic  unity.  Every 
department  is  dependent 
upon  every  other,  just 
like  the  parts  of  the 
body.  The  man  who 
can  not  say  “we,”  who 
thinks  big  “I,”  and  little 
“You,”  should  go  out 
in  New  Mexico  or  Ari¬ 
zona  where  people  are 
not  so  plenty,  because 
the  dealer  who  does  not 
believe  in  concerted 
action,  who  is  not  will¬ 
ing  to  “come  on  and 
lift,”  will  soon  count  for 
little  in  the  coal  trade. 

The  whole  history  of 
progress  is  little  more 
than  a  record  of  the 
combined  efforts  of  in¬ 
dividuals  working  for  a 
given  aim.  One  of  the 
most  deadly  poisons  to 
jealousy,  hatred  and 
knocking  is  frequent  as¬ 
sociation  and  fellow¬ 
ship.  When  all  the  fel¬ 
lows  get  together  they  do 
not  seem  to  be  such 
a  bad  bunch  after  all.  Association  tends  to 
bring  out  the  good  qualities  which  are  never 
seen  through  an  office  door.  In  most  cases  the 
higher  character  of  the  knocker  predominates 
after  the  meeting.  Usually  he  is  ashamed  to 
continue  the  practice. 

Frequent  association  is  also  the  most  potent 
factor  in  the  promotion  of  new  ideas  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  the  coal  business.  This  ex¬ 
change  of  thought  and  opinion  develops  con¬ 
fidence  and  the  spirit  of  co-operation.  It  is  said 
that  one  out  of  every  eight  men  you  meet  be¬ 
longs  to  some  organization.  This  simply  goes 


to  show  the  power  of  association  in  this  country. 
Fraternalism  has  its  origin  in  friendship.  No 
man  can  live  to  himself. 

In  the  coal  trade  the  various  selling  agents, 
jobbers,  dealers,  salesmen  and  operators  all  are 
very  closely  dependent  upon  each  other  and 
must  protect  each  other’s  interests  if  the  highest 
good  to  the  industry  is  to  be  attained.  There 
is  no  industry  more  honorable  than  the  coal 
business.  It  forms  one  of  the  primary  forces  of 


civilization.  The  three  greatest  necessities  are 
food,  clothes  and  fuel.  Coal  is  more  important 
than  either  clothing  or  food  because  it  is  re¬ 
quired  in  the  manufacture  of  the  raw  materials 
into  the  necessities  of  life.  The  members  of  ffie 
coal  trade  are  therefore  doing  an  inestirnable 
service  for  civilization.  They  should  perform 
their  mission  in  harmony. 

The  Order  Kokoal  stands  for  efficient  service 
to  the  industry.  It  is  determined  to  destroy 
petty  jealousies,  to  eliminate  misrepresenta¬ 
tions,  to  cultivate  good  fellowship,  to  promote 
honorable  business  methods,  to  encourage  the 


square  deal,  without  which  the  highest  success 
is  not  forthcoming.  In  this  commercial  age  we 
often  hear  the  principle,  “Business  is  business.” 
But  since  so  many  boodlers  and  grafters,  bank 
looters  and  railroad  rebaters  have  been  brought  to 
justice  the  motto  is  degenerating.  Business  is 
the  justification  of  man  to  his  fellows;  business 
is  carrying  one’s  share  of  the  world’s  burden ; 
business  is  manliness;  business  is  progress  for 
humanity’s  sake;  anything  else  you  call  business 

is  a  fraud  and  deceit.  If 
a  man  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  can  not  act  honestly, 
live  worthily,  then  let 
him  starve,  “go  to  heav¬ 
en,”  and  then  begin  over 
again. 

The  Order  Kokoal 
stands  for  justice  in 
business  dealings.  Every 
member  of  the  trade  has 
his  own  distinct  indi- 
V  i  d  u  a  1  i  t  y,  his  good 
points  and  weak  charac¬ 
teristics,  but  all  are  of 
the  same  aim  and  spirit. 
Each  needs  the  other. 
Each  member  in  the  in¬ 
dustry  must  be  bene¬ 
fited  by  the  same  recog¬ 
nition  of  rights,  the 
same  surrender  of 
claims  and  the  same  sub¬ 
ordination  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  to  the  common 
good  of  the  trade.  There 
is  another  side  of  the 
coal  trade  which  should 
not  be  overlooked. 
Kokoal  is  doing  a  tre¬ 
mendous  work  in  devel¬ 
oping  friendship,  a  most 
important  feature  of  the 
industry.  After  all,  the 
pleasures  of  friendship 
are  very  dear  to  the 
hearts  of  most  of  us. 
To  be  ostracised  by  our 
fellows,  to  be  robbed 
from  the  companionship 
of  those  with  like  inter¬ 
ests,  would  cause  the 
severest  pain.  It  is 
therefore  reasonable  to 
postulate  that  the  high¬ 
er  development  of  the 
universal  brotherhood  of 
all  those  interested  in 
the  coal  industry  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  continued  sup¬ 
port  and  enthusiastic  en¬ 
dorsement  of  ever>' 
representative  of  the 
coal  business.  One  of 
the  best  methods  of  de¬ 
veloping  this  feeling  of 
fraternalism  is  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  the  six 
o’clock  p.  m.  dinner  club 
feature.  By  this  it  is  sug¬ 
gested  that  all  the  Ko- 
koals  in  the  larger  cities 
get  together  at  least  once 
each  month  for  a  social 
half  hour  going  directly 
from  the  office  to  the 
"Feeding  Place,"  where 
tables  could  be  reserved  and  in  most  cases  a  sep¬ 
arate  room  engaged.  The  hour  is  advantageous 
and  such  a  meeting  would  be  informal.  Partici¬ 
pants  could  be  excused  at  pleasure.  Some  one 
should  be  scheduled  to  open  discussion  on  some 
practical  topic  of  general  interest  to  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

Such  a  meeting  in  addition  to  being  a  cult¬ 
ure  help  would  develop  friendship  and  good  will, 
because  a  man’s  good  nature,  so  the  ladies  sa> , 
lies  very  close  to  his  stomach.  Try  this  plan. 
“Come  On  and  Lift”  now. 
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Philadelphia  Koruskatiorv 
of  Kokoal. 


The  first  Koruskation  of  the  Order  Kokoal  was 
held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  Hotel  Ma¬ 
jestic,  corner  of  Broad  street  and  Girard  avenue, 
on  Thursday  evening,  November  fifteenth.  The 
exercises  were  commenced  at  six  o’clock,  and 
finished  in  time  to  be  seated  at  the  banquet  table 
by  8 :30  p.  m.  The  event  was  an  elaborate  af¬ 
fair,  splendidly  arranged  in  all  its  details,  and 
was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  prominent  coal 
men.  Most  of  those  present,  who  became  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  order,  were  from  Philadelphia,  and 
represented  the  largest  trade  interests  in  that 
city.  There  were  also  many  visitors  and  mem¬ 
bers  from  Washington,  New  York,  and  other 
Pennsylvania  cities.  The  occasion  will  long  be 
remembered  by  those  present  as.  being  one  of  the 
most  enjoyable  entertainments  that  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  trade  has  seen  in  a  long  time.  The  good 
fellowship  and  hearty  spirit  in  which  every  one 
entered  into  the  social  sentiment  of  the  “new 
idea”  was  indicated  by  the  many  complimentary 
and  congratulatory  letters  that  have  ,  since  passed 
between  members,  in  expressions  of  gratitude. 
Charles  K.  Scull,  secretary  of  the  Philadelphia 
Coal  Exchange,  said  in  a  letter  to  the  national 
mazumer,  C.  E.  Lester,  “That  the  New  York 
bunch  are  certainly  great  and  all  to  the  good.  We 
fully  appreciate  what  you  did  to  wake  up  this  old 
town.” 

The  party  were  favored  with  songs  during  the 
evening  by  Joseph  A.  Kelley  and  Harry  Hannigan. 

J.  M.  Creighton  found  the  atmosphere  in 
Philadelphia  much  colder  than  at  New  York 
early,  Friday  morning,  when  leaving  that  city  be¬ 
tween  two  locked  baggage  cars,  the  first  stop  be¬ 
ing  North  Philadelphia. 

The  Boston  Post  says :  “I  hear  that  members 
of  the  Boston  lodge  of  Ko-Koals  are  still  talking 
of  the  “hit”  made  by  Mr.  Charles  E.  Lester  of 
New  York  in  his  speech  at  their  banquet  held  at 
Young’s  Hotel  the  other  night.  Mr.  Lester  inter¬ 
spersed  facts  and  figures  and  dry  “shop”  talk  with 
witticisms  and  stories  that  had  a  ring  of  origi¬ 
nality,  and  at  the  close  of  the  session  he  was 
warmly  congratulated  on  his  ability  as  an  after- 
dinner  speaker. 

Following  is  a  list  of  New  York  members  in 
attendance  at  the  Philadelphia  Koruskation,  No¬ 
vember  fifteenth,  1906 : 


John  W.  Rockwell 
R.  A.  Baxter 
Grant  Emmons 
B.  A.  Lester 
Charles  E.  McWilliams 
W.  F.  Armstrong 
Thomas  J.  Howard 
Arthur  W.  Hillehrand 
W.  A.  Marshall 
Robert  W.  Griffith 

E.  A.  Ward 

F.  D.  Street 
A.  E.  Terry 
A.  Ziegler 

The  speakers  were : 


W.  H.  Carpenter 
F.  W.  Saward 
J.  M.  Creighton 
E.  H.  Heminway  (of 
Hartford) 

A.  S.  McQueen 
Max  Voelker 
R.  J.  Buchholz 

C.  P.  Morrell 
J.  D.  Van  Pelt 
Charles  E.  Lester 

D.  A.  McCaffrey 
Owen  J.  McWilliams 


F.  H.  Wigton 
A.  W.  Hillebrand 
Jas.  S.  Raeburn  of  Wash 
ington,  and  others. 


Geo.  W.  Edmonds,  toastmaster. 

F.  W.  Saward 
De  Los  Hull 
Charles  E.  Lester 
H.  W.  Perrin 


MEMBERS  KORUSKATED. 
Philadelphians. 

Edwin  J.  Cummings,  *R.  Coal,  Edwin  J.  Cum¬ 
mings,  413  North  Thirteenth  street. 

Luther  H.  Kellam,  Philadelphia  Manager  R., 
George  B.  Newton  &  Co.,  903  North  American 
building. 


IT.  G.  Williams,  Vice-president  Mines,  Geo.  W. 
Bailey  Co.,  1203  North  American  building. 

W.  IT.  Mason,  manager,  establishment  of  A.  S. 
Van  Wickle,  902  Pennsylvania  building. 

G.  Wm.  I3aldi,  Coal  R.,  G.  Wm.  Baldi,  1308 
Washington  street. 

F.  Harper  .  Jarden,  Coal  R.,  P'.  W.  Jarden  & 
Son,  1215  Callowhill  street. 

Morris  Rufe,  Coal  R.,  Morris  Rufe,  Wester 
street  and  R.  railroad,  Germantown. 

Daniel  J.  Ryan,  Coal  R.,  Ryan  &  Co.,  416  North 
Twelfth  street. 

A.  W.  Bitner,  Coal  R.,  A.  W.  Bitner  &  Co., 
southwest  corner  Twelfth  street  and  Washington 
avenue. 

Geo.  W.  Edmonds,  Coal  R.,  Geo.  W.  Edmonds 
&  Co.,  Ninth  and  Morris  streets. 

Eli  Z.  Zinn,  Coal  R.,  Zinn  Bros.,  York,  Pa. 

Samuel  Rasch,  Coal  R.,  Samuel  Rasch,  Seven¬ 
teenth  and  Callowhill  streets. 

Wm.  H.  Megee,  treasurer  and  general  manager, 
Megee  Coal  Mining  Co.,  135  South  Second  street. 

F.  J.  Wallis,  manager  R.,  Wallis  Coal  Co.,  7 
South  Fourth  street,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

A.  G.  Lanners,  treasurer  R.,  Mason  Coal  Co., 
801  Arcade  building. 

F.  C.  Cortright,  president  Cortright  Coal  Co., 
Mauch  Chunk,  Pa. 

H.  K.  Cortright,  secretary,  Cortright  Coal  Co., 
Altoona,  Pa. 

C.  C.  A.  Baldi,  Coal  R.,  C.  C.  A.  Baldi  Bros.  & 
Co.,  1216  Washington  av.enue. 

J.  P.  Edwards,  vice-president  R.,  Robt.  Hender¬ 
son  &  Co.,  Pine  street  wharf. 

Samuel  B.  Crowell,  president  R.,  Robt.  Hender¬ 
son  &  Co.,  Pine  street  wharf. 

Daniel  B.  Cunningham,  salesman,  Maderia  Hill 
&  Co.,  900  North  American  building. 

James  Starr,  Maderia  Hill  &  Co.,  900  North 
American  building. 

Harlow  C.  Voorhees,  salesman,  Maderia  Hill 
&  Co.,  900  North  American  building. 

John  Edmonds,  general  sales  agent,  Maderia 
Hill  &  Co.,  900  North  American  building. 

A.  K.  McKee,  Coal  R.,  McKee  &  Co.,  1500  Cal¬ 
lowhill  street. 

Wm.  H.  Greenfield  Jr.,  Coal  R.,  Wm.  H.  Green¬ 
field  &TTo.,  2901  American  street. 

Thos.  M.  Byrne,  Coal  W.,  Thos.  M.  Byrne,  603 
Real  Estate  Trust  building. 

M.  B.  Courtright,  president.  Commercial  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  801  Arcade  building. 

Willard  H.  Bradford,  secretary.  Spring  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  803  Arcade  building. 

Charles  K.  Scull,  Coal  W.  and  R.,  Charles  K. 
Scull,  3033  Chestnut  street. 

W.  H.  Kneas,  Coal  R.,  W.  H.  Kneas,  367  East 
Airy  street. 

O.  P.  Waldron,  salesman,  Norristown,  Pa.,  602 
Arcade  building. 

F.  H.  Wigton,  president,  Morrisdale  Coal  Co., 
Real  Estate  Trust  building. 

Henry  H.  Smith,  secretary  and  treasurer  W., 
Smith  Lineaweaver  &  Co.,  1031  Land  Title  build¬ 
ing. 

H.  M.  Lineaweaver,  president.  Smith,  Linea¬ 
weaver  &  Co.,  1031  Land  Title  building. 

H.  K.  Stauffer,  secretary.  Allport  Coal  Mining 
Co.,  32  South  Broad  street. 

T.  Mulford  Lesher,  sales  agent,  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.,  1736  Land  Title  building. 

Walter  C.  Shiply,  Coal  R.,  Walter  C.  Shiply, 
Main  and  Price  streets. 

Samuel  B.  Van  Dusen,  Coal  W.,  Van  Dusen 
Bros.  &  Co.,  1001  Stephen  Girard  boulevard. 

Samuel  Young,  Coal  R.,  Samuel  Young,  corner 
Seventeenth  street  and  Washington  avenue. 

W.  C.  Kirk,  Coal  R.,  W.  C.  Kirk  &  Co.,  corner 
Thirtieth  and  Chestnut  streets. 

Howard  Jones,  city  sales  agent.  Consolidation 
Coal  Co.,  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  Somerset  Coal  Co., 
1736  Land  Title  building. 


Edward  Swain,  Coal  W.,  Swain  Bros.,  315  Penn¬ 
sylvania  building. 

P'rank  F.  Mathers,  Coal  R.,  J.  W.  Mathers  & 
Sons,  corner  Tenth  street  and  Washington  avenue. 

Joseph  A.  Wenderoth,  Coal  R.,  Jos.  A.  Wende- 
roth,  1118  Washington  avenue. 

Thomas  J.  Kelley,  Coal  R.,  Moore,  Kelley  & 
Co.,  1528  Washington  avenue. 

James  M.  Kelly,  Coal  R.,  M.  Kelley  Sons,  4040 
Poplar  street. 

Charles  M.  Rogers,  Coal  R.,  Charles  M.  Rogers, 
1211  Callowhill  street. 

P.  J[.  McCusker,  Coal  R.,  George  A.  Fisher 
Coal  Co.,  Tenth  and  Norris  streets. 

M.  J.  McCusker,  Coal  R.,  George  A.  Fisher 
Coal  Co.,  Tenth  and  Norris  streets. 

Jacob  M.  Bruner,  Coal  R.,  Jacob  M.  Bruner, . 
Thirteenth  street  and  Washington  avenue. 

Wm.  J.  Steen,  Coal  R.,  Wm.  J.  Steen  &  Co., 
Lehigh  and  P'rankford  avenues. 

Morris  H.  Wetherill,  Coal  W.,  Morris  H.  Weth- 
erill,  1210  North  American  building. 

G.  G.  Smith,  assistant  manager,  P'airmont  Coal 
Co.,  1736  Land  Title  building. 

Wm.  J.  Faux,  operator,  Logan  Coal  Co.,  Harri¬ 
son  building. 

Carlton  M.*  Moody,  Coal  W.,  Wm.  F.  Moody 
&  Son,  1119  North  American  building. 

Walter  C.  Hancock,  Coal  R.,  John  C.  Hancock 
&  Co.,  Ninth  and  Masters  streets. 

E.  E.  Walling,  general  sales  agent,  Peale,  Pea¬ 
cock  &  Kerr,  North  American  building. 

Alexander  Steen,  Coal  R.,  A.  Steen  &  Co.,  Elev¬ 
enth  street  and  Allegheny  avenue. 

Andrew  Crawford,  Coal  R.,  Andrew  Crawford, 
1829  North  Tenth  street. 

_  J.  F.  Hazard,  Coal  R.,  J.  F.  Hazard,  Twenty- 
sixth  and  Susquehanna  avenue. 

Walter  E.  Grace,  salesman,  W.  R.  McTurk  & 
Co.,  Pennsylvania  building. 

George  Speese,  Coal  R.,  Black  Diamond  Coal 
Co.,  1950  North  Ninth  street. 

Wm.  F.  Johnson,  Coal  R.,  John  J.  Johnson  & 
Sons,  2001  Washington  avenue. 

George  C.  Coughlin,  sales  agent,  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Reading  Terminal. 

John  M.  Rogan,  salesman,  David  E.  Williams  & 
Co.,  Girard  Trust  building. 

PI.  H.  Yearick,  Coal  R.,  H.  H.  Yearick  &  Son, 
1845  North  Tenth  street. 

Frank  B.  Marriott,  Coal  R.,  Marriott  Bros.,  1333 
Washington  avenue. 

F.  W.  Kennedy,  general  sales  agent,  Vinton 
Colliery  Co.,  508  North  American  building. 

James  A.  Longstreet,  salesman,  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  912  Real  Estate  Trust  building. 

Thomas  W.  Ayers,  miners,  A3'er  &  Bro.,  Penn¬ 
sylvania  building. 

W.  R.  Tyler,  Coal  W.,  W.  R.  Tyler  &  Co.,  1110 
Land  Title  building. 

H.  M.  Cramp,  manager.  The  Bituminous  Coal 
Co.,  Arcade  building. 

Arthur  Kuppinger,  sales  manager,  J.  Blair 
Kennerly,  115  Pennsylvania  Square  building. 

J.  E.  Kunkel,  Coal  W.,  J.  E.  Kunkel,  1605  Real 
Estate  Trust  Co. 

James  P.  Platt,  secretary  and  treasurer,  Cresson 
&  Clearfield  C.  &  C.  Co.,  1115  Pennsylvania  Square 
building. 

C.  E.  Pearson,  salesman,  J.  Blair  Kennerly, 
1115  Pennsylvania  Square  building. 

Walter  P.  Brown,  with  shipper,  Charles  D. 
Norton  &  Co.,  219  Stephen  Girard  building. 

Joseph  B.  Van  Dusen  Jr.,  coal  shipper.  Van 
Dusen  Bros  &  Co.,  1001  Stephen  Girard  building. 

H.  L.  H.  Hall,  Coal  W.,  F.  A.  Lemon  Co., 
1209  Stephen  Girard  building. 

W.  R.  McTurk,  Coal  W.,  W.  R.  McTurk  &  Co., 
Pennsylvania  building. 

C.  B.  Carmichael,  salesman,  W.  R.  McTurk  & 
Co.,  314  Pennsylvania  building. 

F.  P.  Ryder,  coal  sales  agent,  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  Real  Estate  Trust  building. 

T.  F.  Slattery,  Coal  W.,  Slattery  Bros.,  207 
Stephen  Girard  building. 

William  J.  Jennings,  Coal  R.,  M.  Jennings  Sons, 
3902  corner  Fifth  and  Washington  avenues. 

Charles  J.  Jacobs,  manager,  Whitney  &  Kem- 
merer,  512  Stephen  Girard  building. 

Martin  F.  Connor,  Coal  R.,  Martin  F.  Connor, 
Haines  street  and  Pennsylvania  Railroad  station. 

Joseph  J.  Kelly,  salesman,  Robert  Henderson 
&  Co.,  Pine  street  wharf,  Schuylkill. 

Herbert  G.  Merrick,  secretary,  George  W. 
Bailey  Co.,  North  American  building. 

Rutherford  M.  Perry,  Coal  W.,  Crew  &  Perry, 
418  Arcade  building. 
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Charles  E.  Fernberg,  Coal  W.,  Charles  E.  Fern- 
berg,  1102  Stephen  Girard  building. 

H.  H.  Breben,  Coal  W.,  Lyttel  Berry  Coal  Co., 
417’ Arcade  building. 

Howard  W.  White,  Coal  W.,  McCaulley  Bros., 
Trentoji  &  Lehigh  avenues. 

Samuel  A.  McCaulley,  Coal  W.,  McCaulley 
Bros.,  Trenton  and  Lehigh  avenues. 

Charles  A.  Chestnut,  Coal  W.,  McCaulley  Bros., 
Trenton  and  Lehigh  avenues. 

Lemuel  J.  McCaulley,  Coal  W.  McCaulley 
Bros.,  Trenton  and  Lehigh  avenues. 

George  W.  Caldwell,  Coal  Dealers,  J.  Caldwell, 
estate,,  Bainbridge  street  whalf,  Schuylkill. 

James  S.  Raeburn,  president,  Raeburn,  Garner 
Coal  Co.,  1300  First  street,  northwest,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C. 

George  A.  Garner,  secretary  and  treasurer,  Rae¬ 
burn,  Garner  Coal  Co.,  1300  First  street,  north¬ 
west,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Samuel  A.  Dodson,  sales  agent,  Weston,  Dod¬ 
son  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Harrison  building,  Philadelphia, 

Pa- 

Charles  J.  Corr,  salesman,  Hatfield  &  Hillis, 
Real  Estate  Trust  building,  Philadelphia. 

James  H.  Allport,  president.  Allport  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  Bondsboro,  Pa. 

F.  C.  Drane,  president.  Industrial  Coal  Mining 
Co.,  Crozer  building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

A.  B.  Eldridge,  salesman,  Ayer  Bros.,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Maurice  J.  Crean,  Coal  Dealer,  Crean  Bros., 
180  Porter  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

H.  W.  Perrin,  sales  agent,  Susquehanna  Coal 
Co.,  Arcade  building,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

*R. — Retailer. 

W. — Wholesaler. 


All  Records  Broken. 

One  of  the  largest  coal  fleets  leaving  the_  local 
harbor  of  Pittsburg  in  a  single  day  in  the  history 
of  the  trade  was  that  which  started  Tuesday 
morning  for  the  south.  It  was  estimated  that 
sixteen  million  bushels  of  black  diamonds  got  off, 
the  valuation  of  which  is  close  to  two  million 
dollars.  About  ten  million  bushels  still  remain 
in  the  upper  pools,  which  will  likdy  get  out  on 
the  present  rise. 

The  June  rise  of  last  year  saw  the  shipment  of 
twelve  million  bushels;  the  December  rise  carried 
out  fourteen  million.  The  present  rise,  therefore, 
will  almost  double  the  coal  shipment  record  in 
the  Pittsburg  harbor  in  two  years. 

The  Clyde,  of  the  United  Coal  Co.,  was  the 
first  steamer  to  get  away,  leaving  her  moorings 
at  7  a.  m.  One  hour  afterward  a  fleet  of  thirty 
vessels  was  moving  down  the  stream.  In  the 
hurry  of  preparation  a  number  of  accidents  oc¬ 
curred,  none  of  which,  however,  were  of  a  seri- 
dus  nature.  Immediately  after  the  first  boat  got 
away  the  news  was  flashed  to  New  Orleans.  The 
start  of -this  enormous  fleet  partook  somewhat  of 
a  march  of  triumph,  as  each  steamer  got  under 
way  the  remaining  boats  saluted.  Such  activity 
along  the  river  front  has  not  been  seen  for 
many  years. 

The  following  vessels  were  started  by  the  Mo- 
nongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
who  are  the  heaviest  shippers ; 

Ironsides,  twenty-two  barges;  Josh  Cook,  five 
coalboats  and  seventeen  barges;  Valiant,  twenty- 
one  barges  and  one  boat ;  Cruiser,  seventeen 
barges ;  Charlie  Brown,  twenty  coalboats  and  four 
barges;  Ed  Roberts,  seventeen  boats;  Tom  Rees, 
twenty-two  barges ;  Sam  Brown,  sixteen  boats  and 
one  model  barge;  Iron  Age,  twenty-eight  barges; 
Alice  Brown,  twenty-six  barges  and  two  light 
boats ;  Sam  Clarke,  twenty-eight  barges ;  Ex¬ 
porter,  twenty  coalboats  and  three  barges ;  Boaz, 
seventeen  boats  and  three  barges;  Jim  Moren, 
fifteen  boats  and  four  barges ;  W.  W.  O’Neil,  sev¬ 
enteen  boats  and  two  barges. 

Each  barge  carried  about  fifteen  thousand  bush¬ 
els  and  each  boat  about  twenty-five  thousand 
bushels.  Five  of  the  largest  steamers  are  bound 
for  New  Orleans. 

The  Peoples  Coal  Co.  sent  out  the  W.  C.  Jutte, 
P.  M.  Pfeie,  and  Crescent,  carrying  a  total  of 
1,100,000  bushels.  The  A.  R.  Budd  Co.  sent  out 
the  Hunter  and  Reaper,  with  about  450,000  bush¬ 
els,  and  the  United  Coal  Co.  sent  out  the  Helen 
White,  Clyde,  Diamond  and  W.  H.  Flint,  with  a 
cargo  of  over  600,000  bushels. 

Word  is  just  received  that  the  W.  C.  Jutte, 
owned  by  the  Peoples  Coal  Co.,  ran  into  the 


head  of  Merriman  Island,  and  lost  her  tow  of 
coal,  valued  at  $30,000. 

The  tows  leaving  today  will  have  the  heavy 
boats  back  of  them,  and  each  barge  will  contain 
about  twenty-five  thousand  bushels.  The  steam¬ 
ers  scheduled  for  leaving  today  are  the  Joe  B. 
Williams,  J.  B.  Finley,  S.  H.  Clark,  James  A. 
Wood  and  the  Harry  Brown.  These  boats  will 
double  up  at  Louisville,  and  continue  on  down 
the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans. 

A  Hustler  in  the  Coal  Trade. 

Not  so  very  old  in  the  matter  of  years,  at  least 
as  gauged  by  some  of  the  veterans  of  the  trade, 
yet  long  on  experience,  is  Mr.  G.  Richard  Ga- 
bell,  whose  appointment  as  manager  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  offices  of  C.  W.  Hcndley  &  Co.,  is  just  an¬ 
nounced.  A  young  man  and  a  hustler  is  Mr.  C. 
W.  Hendley,  head  of  the  firm,  and  what  is  more 
natural  that  he  should  pick  out  a  second  such  to 
care  for  the  affairs  of  his  office  when  he  is  away 
from  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Gabell  is  a  Philadelphian  by  birth,  but  he 
has  had  ten  years  in  the  coal  business  here,  and 


G.  Richard  Gabell. 


his  friends  laughingly  tell  him  that  a  decade  has 
cured  him  of  any  suggestion  of  that  characteristic 
which  some  have  hinted  has  made  Philadelphia 
famous.  There’s  certainly  nothing  slow  about  Mr. 
Gabell  now.  By  the  way,  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  he  is  a  graduate  of  that  great  coal  school 
here,  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Mr.  Hendley 
graduated  that  way  himself.  The  Messrs.  Hite 
&  Rafetto,  with  whom  Mr.  Gabell  went  to  take 
a  position  in  their  Philadelphia  office,  also,  came 
from  the  same  school.  Then,  when  that  firm 
brought  Mr.  Gabell  here  to  manage  their  Balti¬ 
more  office  he  took  the  place  of  Mr.  Henry  G. 
Brown,  now  the  president  of  the  Maryland  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  who  is  also  a  Davis  product.  Then 
when  the  old  coal  firm  of  Hendley  &  Frame  dis¬ 
solved,  Mr.  Gabell  became  associated  with  the 
new  firm  of  J.  Stewart  Frame  &  Co.  Now  Mr. 
Hendley  has  captured  him. 

Foreign  Freight  R^ectes. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.’s  Coal  Trade  Freight 
Rate  report  for  November  nineteenth,  is  as 
follows; 

During  the  week,  a  number  of  steamers  were 
chartered  for  coal,  cotton  and  other  trades, 
and  the  majority  of  the  boats  that  were  avail¬ 
able  for  coal  for  November-December  loading 
have  been  taken  out  of  the  market,  which  ton¬ 
nage  scarcity  causes  rates  to  remain  firm  at 
quotations  below. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures,  were  the  follow¬ 
ing:  Steamer  “Earlswood,”  1,480  tons  regis¬ 
ter,  Philadelphia  to  Tampico,  at  $1.60;  steamer 
“Cameron,”  1.929  tons  register,  same;  steamer 
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“Spithead,”  2,993  tons  register,  Newport  News 
to  Havana  at  $1.50;  steamer  “Vlieland,”  1,299 
tons  register,  Range-Cardenas  at  $1.65,  and 
steamer  “St.  Helens,”  592  tons  register,  Balti¬ 
more  to  Cardenas  at  or  about  $2.00. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer, 
as  follows;  $1.50  to  Ilavanna  or  Matanzas; 

.70  to  Cien- 
.80®  1.90  to 
.90@2.00  to 

Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.70 
to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90@2.00  to  Barbados;  $1.70@ 
1.80  to  Kingston;  $1.40@1.50  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao; 
$2.00  to  Guadaloupe;  $2.60  to  Demerara;  $1.90@ 
2.00  to  Bermuda;  $1.60@1.70  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.60 
@1.70  to  Tampico;  17@18s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  18 
@19s  to  Rosario;  17@18s  to  Rio;  18®  19s  to 
Santos;  12@13s  to  a  direct  point  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  not  east  of  the  West  Coast  of  Italy,  Spain 
excluded;  $6.50  and  discharged  to  Manila;  $6.75 
to  Japanese  ports. 


$2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.60@1 
fuegos;  $1.70®  1.80  to  Daiquiri;  $1 


Correspondence. 

Glen  Roy,  Ohio,  Nov.  20,  1906. 
Editor,  Black  Dia.mond  : — 

I  have  recently  visited  the  coal  field  of  South¬ 
ern  Illinois  situated  in  Saline  and  Williamson 
county.  The  mines  of  Saline  county  along  the 
line  of  the  Illinois  Central  are  mainly  owned  and 
operated  by  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  The  O’Gara 
people  operate  twelve  mines  and  are  sinking  two 
new  shafts.  All  the  mines  are  shaft  openings, 
ranging  in  depth  from  ninety  to  525  feet.  They 
are  equipped  with  hoisting  engines  on  the  first 
motion,  and  are  capable  of  hoisting  three  inil- 
lions  of  tons  of  coal  annually.  The  vein  of  coal 
ranges  from  four  and  a  half  to  seven  feet  in 
thickness,  and  is  No.  5  of  the  state  scries.  No.  7 
is  present  in  the  deeper  mines,  but  is  not  worked. 
It  lies  about  a  hundred  feet  above  the  No.  5,  and 
is  about  six  feet  in  thickness,  overlain  with  a 
limestone  roof.  The  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  owns  forty 
thousand  acres  of  coal  land. 

The  seam  in  the  course  of  development— -No.  5 
— has  one  of  the  best  roofs  I  ever  met  in  any 
coal  field.  Rooms  thirty  feet  wide  are  frequently 
driven  up  the  whole  length  of  their  way  without 
a  single  prop.  The  general  superintendent  of  the 
mines,  Mr.  Harry  Thomas,  is  an  old  and  valued 
friend  of  mine,  who  has  risen  from  a  trapper  boy 
in  Ohio  to  his  present  position.  The  mines  of 
this  company  are  running  well — full  time  in  fact, 
and  there  is  a  demand  for  miners.  If  I  had  to 
go  back  to  digging  coal  again  for  a  living  I  would 
choose  this  coal  field.  The  workings  are  high 
and  dry;  the  miners  are  intelligent,  and  are  main¬ 
ly  Americans.  Quite  a  number  are  farmers  who 
work  in  the  mines  during  fall  and  winter  and 
farm  in  spring  and  summer.  The  young  men 
live  mainly  in  Harrisburg — the  center  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  When  they  return  to  town  after  their 
short  working  day,  and  don  their  “store  clothes,” 
they  appear  on  the  street  dressed  in  the  height 
of  fashion,  and  look  more  like  the  sons  of  mil¬ 
lionaires  than  horny-handed  sons  of  subter¬ 
ranean  toil. 

In  the  adjoining  county  of  Williamson  the  coal 
rises  to  the  extraordinary  thickness  of  nine  feet, 
but  in  most  of  the  mines  about  eighteen  inches  of 
the  upper  portion  of  the  bed  is  left_  for  a  roof. 
This  is  also  an  extensive  field,  being  next  to 
Sangamon  county  in  point  of  output  I  think.  The 
managers  of  the  mines  are  generally  practical 
miners,  who  have  risen  from  the  pick  to  their 
present  positions.  Because  of  their  former  ex¬ 
perience  as  miners  they  are  often  preferred  for 
general  superintendents,  as  they  thoroughly  un¬ 
derstand  their  subterranean  employes,  and  there¬ 
fore  more  readily  adjust  differences  which  arise 
over  the  meaning  of  sections  of  the  mining  laws 
of  the  state,  and  of  the  obscure  sections  of  the 
annual  joint  agreement  made  and  entered  into  at 
the  joint  conventions  of  miners  and  operators. 
The  practical  miners  who  are  general  superin¬ 
tendents  are  also  thorough  adepts  touching  the 
best  methods  for  the  regulation  and  ventilation  of 
mines. 

My  recent  visit  to  the  mines  of  Southern  Illi¬ 
nois  is  the  first  one  I  have  made  in  fifty-one 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1855  I  was  digging  coal  at 
the  old  St.  John’s  slope  at  Du  Quoin,  in  Perry 
county,  then  the  only  shipping  mine  by  rail  in  Il¬ 
linois.  What  a  change  from  those  pioneer  days. 
This  is  essentially  an  age  of  commerce  and  of 
steam,  the  foundation  of  which  is  our  coal  mines, 

Very  truly  yours,  (Signed)  Andrew  Roy. 
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Opening  Kentucky  Coal  Fields 


The  southern  portion  of  the  Appalachian  coal 
fields  extends  from  about  the  center  of  Alabama 
northward  beyond  the  counties  of  southeastern 
Kentucky,  taking  in  parts  of  Kentuckj’,  Tennes¬ 
see,  Georgia  and  Alabama.  1  his  field  is  subdi¬ 
vided  into  three  districts,  the  Jcllico,  Chattanooga 
and  Birmingham,  each  named  from  its  leading 
shipping  point.  It  is  about  the  first  district,  or  a 
subdivision  of  it,  that  we  wish  to  sppk.  It  is 
subdivided  into  three  fields,  the  Jellico,  Wart- 
burg  and  Middlesborough,  extending  from  the 
Emory  river  basin  in  Tennessee  to  a  line  just 
north  of  the  row  of  counties  along  the  south¬ 
eastern  border  of  Kentucky. 

Men  of  capital  are  beginning  to  learn  slowly 
but  surely  that  there  as  many  and  quite  as  good 
coal  fields  in  the  south  as  there  are  in  the  great 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  Rut  while  the  fields  north 
and  south  were  discovered  and  in  a  way  opened, 
a  great  field  in  the  region  of  the  headwaters  of 
the  Cuml)crlan(I  river  has  been  greatly  neglected. 

i„  o„  (i,e  west  by  the  almost  insurmount¬ 
able  Pine  mountain,  on  the  east  and  north  by  the 
unbroken  chain  of  the  Cumberland  and  Black 
mountains,  and  on  the  southwest  by  the  Fork 
mountain,  is  a  valley  almost  one  hundred  miles 
long  and  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  wide,  con¬ 
taining  many  beds  of  high-grade  and  well-located 
coal. 

Nestled  at  the  foot  of  the  Cumberland  moun¬ 
tains,  just  below  the  historic  Cumberland  gap 
and  in  the  shadow  of  the  Pinnacle  and  Hanging 
Rock,  is  the  little  city  of  Middlesborough,  in  a 
level  but  narrow  valley,  the  center  of  the 

Middlesborough  Coal  Field. 

To  give  a  historic  sketch  of  this  city  would  be 
to  recount  many  of  the  ventures  and  business 
transactions  of  the  Americal  Association,  Incor¬ 
porated,  and  of  other  companies  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  activity  in  the  Middlesborough  district 
in  1889.  The  Americal  Association,  Incorporated, 
was  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Middlesborough 
and  a  strong  pioneer  in  the  Cumberland  coal  field. 
They  built  railroads  amounting  to  about  360 
miles,  pikes,  hotels  and  dwellings;  they  loaned 
money  to  the  town  company  with  which  to  put 
in  a  water  works  and  light  plant,  the  churches 
and  school  houses  of  the  city;  it  was  their  money 
that  built  the  handsome  Middlesborough  hotel, 
the  finest  building  of  the  kind  between  Louis¬ 
ville  and  Knoxville.  They  bought  and  opened  up 
some  fifty  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands.  The 
more  they  spent,  the  more  they  thought  they  had 
to  spend  to  keep  from  losing  all,  until  finally  the 
boom  went  under  and  the  American  Association, 
Incorporated,  had  lost  millions.  During  the  last 
few  years  more  conservative  men  have  gotten 
control  and  the  association  is  reaping  some  re¬ 
ward.  There  are  ten  or  eleven  good  coal  mines 
on  their  property  which  are  paying  them  nicely, 
and  they  themselves  are  operating  also.  The 
trouble  in  the  first  place  was  that  they  built  a 
city  and  improved  all  the  surrounding  country 
before  they  opened  up  the  industries  upon  which 
they  expected  the  city  to  depend  and  to  prosper. 

Change  for  the  Better. 

Things  have  been  gradually  changing  for  the 
better  for  five  years.  Slowly  men  of  capital  real¬ 
ized  the  great  wealth  of  the  Middlesborough  dis¬ 
trict  and  the»counties  farther  back  in  the  state. 
One  by  one  coal  companies  bought  or  leased  land 
and  opened  mines.  The  timber  on  the  holdings 
of  the  association  and  other  concerns  was  worked. 
Brick  factories  and  steel  plants  were  put  in  op¬ 
eration.  Hotels  and  stores  that  were  closed  in 
the  early  ’90s  were  opened ;  new  buildings  were 
erected  and  old  ones  put  in  use.  At  present  Mid¬ 
dlesborough  is  a  city  of  more  than  five  thousand 
population, '  the  most  thriving,  most  businesslike 
and  wealthiest  town  of  all  southeastern  Ken¬ 
tucky.  It  depends  absolutely  upon  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  natural  resources  of  its  adjacent  ter¬ 
ritory. 

The  Middlesborough  field  begins  in  Campbell 
county,  Tennessee,  and  extends  northward,  tak¬ 
ing  in  the  southern  counties  of  Kentucky.  There 
are  found  within  its  tested  boundaries  fifty  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  coal,  about  five  of  which  are  now 
being  worked  successfully  all  over  the  field.  Some 


are  workable  only  in  parts  of  the  field,  as,  for 
instance,  the  Mingo  seam,  which  in  places  is  too 
thin  or  is  split. 

In  the  Log  mountain  section  seven  different 
seams  of  coal  are  being  worked  along  Bennett’s 
h'ork  of  Yellow  creek.  The  average  thickness  is 
from  four  to  six  feet.  The  partings  make  the 
beds  much  thicker  than  this  in  places,  as  in  some 
mines  there  are  partings  from  two  to  four  feet 
thick. 

Black  Mountain  Districts. 

In  the  Black  mountain  districts  there  are  fewer 
workable  veins,  but  the  partings  are  not  so  great 
in  thickness  or  extent.  In  Harlan  county  the 
coal  is  of  an  almost  uniform  thickness,  four  feet, 
over  an  area  of  more  than  one  hundred  square 
miles.  Not  so  much  is  known  about  the  Black 
mountain  coals  in  general  as  about  the  coals  of 
other  sections  of  the  field.  This  coal  is  less  than 
four  hundred  feet  above  drainage,  while  the 
Mingo  coal  is  less  than  six  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  above  drainage. 

The  following  taken  from  a  progressive  paper 
published  in  the  city,  is  an  analysis  of  coal  taken 
from  mines  in  the  Black  mountain;  the  second 
that  of  coal  from  the  Log  mountain  region : 


Water  .  1.972 

Fixed  carbon  .  64.691 

Volatile  hydrocarbons  .  37.552 

Ash  .  4.992 

Sulphur  . 793 

Water  .  4.40 

Fixed  carbon  .  56.60 

Volatile  hydrocarbons  .  32  80 

Ash  .  6.38 

Sulphur  .  .g2 


Although  this  coal  is  of  the  gas  coal  quality, 
being  alike  in  composition  to  the  gas  coals  of 
Pennsylvania,  it  is  being  successfully  coked  at 
several  places.  The  largest  coke  ovens  are  in 
the  Mingo  district,  a  short  distance  from  Mid¬ 
dlesborough,  and  in  the  Big  Stone  Gap  coal  field, 
lying  to  the  southeast  of  the  Middlesborough 
field  and  like  it  in  many  respects. 

Coal  from  the  Middlesborough  field  and  from 
all  the  newer  developments  in  Bell,  Knox,  Whit¬ 
ley,  Laurel,  and  Harlan  counties  and  across  on 
the  Virginia  side  is  shipped  over  the  Southern 
railroad  to  points  south  and  to  the  seaboard ;  by 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  and 
Cincinnati  and  all  points  north ;  and  by  the  Louis- 
viHe  &  Nashville  and  Norfolk  &  Western  to 
points  east  and  northeast  and  to  the  seaboard.  It 
can  be  seen  at  once  that  the  railroad  facilities  of 
the  field  are  very  ample. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  Middlesborough 
field  and  the  main  coal  fields  of  southeastem 
Kentucky  are  merely  beginning  to  be  touched 
upon.  In  Letcher,  Harlan,  Pike,  Leslie,  Knox, 
Whitley  and  Bell  counties  there  are  fields  of  al¬ 
most  unknown  extent  and  value  which  are  not 
yet  connected  with  the  lines  of  railway  mentioned 
above.  In  places  the  coal  has  been  opened  up 
and  tested  and  measured.  Much  of  the  land  in 
these  counties,  especially  along  the  larger  streams, 
has  been  bought  or  leased.  In  and  around  Mid¬ 
dlesborough,  and  along  the  Cumberland  Valley 
division  and  the  Knoxville  division  of  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  new  developments  and  exten¬ 
sions  are  being. made,  of  which  time  and  space 
do  not  permit  to  speak  in  this  article.  It  is  rea¬ 
sonable  to  believe  that  within  a  short  time  Ken¬ 
tucky  will  occupy  first  place  instead  of  second 
among,  the  coal  states  of  the  south. 


Methods  of  Prospecting. 

The  cost  of  working  a  given  coal  area  is  de¬ 
termined  to  a  large  extent  by  the  character  of 
the  formation,  and  is  affected  by  every  variation 
in  the  pitch  of  the  seam  and  the  condition  of  the 
strata  immediately  overlying  and  underlying  the 
coal.  The  profits  are  closely  dependent  on  the 
kind  and  character  of  impurities  existing  in  the 
coal  itself.  It  is  therefore  apparent  that  the 
determination  of  the  practical  value  of  a  coal 
area  in  advance  of  actual  mining  is  a  matter  of 
the  greatest  importance  and  worthy  of  the  use  of 
the  highest  grade  of  appliances  and  engineering 
skill  that  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  problem. 


1  here  are  four  commonly  known  methods  of 
prospecting  coal  lands,  which  show  the  same  num¬ 
ber  of  successive  steps  in  the  development  of  the 
art  of  obtaining  exact  knowledge  of  the  commer¬ 
cial  value  of  a  given  formation.  In  order  of 
general  value,  they  are  as  follows : 

First,  sinking  of  shafts,  or  driving  of  slopes  on 
the  coal  vein. 

Second,  drilling  test  holes  with  the  churn  or 
percussive  drill. 

Third,  drilling  core  holes  with  chilled  shot  or 
saw-toothed  bits. 

Fourth,  drilling  with  the  diamond  core  drill, 
using  the  double-tube  core  barrel. 

The  first  method,  which  consists  in  exploring 
the  vein  by  shafts,  or  other  W'orkings,  is  neces¬ 
sarily  slow  and  prohibitive  in  cost. 

'I'he  second  is  cheap  and  rapid,  but  records 
obtained  thereby  are  necessarily  unreliable.  The 
samples  taken  from  holes  drilled  by  this  method 
consist  of  chopped-up  particles  representing  the 
contents  of  the  hole,  the  various  strata  of  which 
are  necessarily  more  or  less  intermingled,  so  that 
the  condition  of  the  coal  as  to  purity,  and  char¬ 
acter  of  the  overlying  and  underlying  strata  are 
mere  guesswork. 

The  third  method,  that  of  drilling  with  chilled 
shot  or  saw'-toothed  bits  is  an  improvement  over 
the  second,  but  leaves  much  to  be  desired  in  the 
matter  of  drilling  speed  and  condition  of  the  core. 
The  apparatus  does  not  lend  itself  to  the  use  of 
devices  by  which  the  core  is  extracted  carefully, 
and  does  not  operate  with  the  precision  and 
smoothness  required  to  prevent  the  core  from 
being  broken  up  by  vibration. 

The  Diamond  Drill. 

The  principle  on  which  this  apparatus  works  is 
as  follows: 

The  drilling  crown,  or  bit,  is  faced  with  black 
diamonds,  or  carbon.  This  bit  is  placed  at  the 
end  of  a  tube  or  core  barrel,  which  is  of  peculiar 
construction.  As  implied  in  the  name  already 
mentioned,  this  core  barrel  consists  of  two  tubes, 
an  inner  and  an  outer  member,  the  inner  one 
being  suspended  on  especially  designed  ball  bear¬ 
ings  to  make  it  free  of  the  rotation  of  the  outer 
tube.  The  outer  tube  is  made  to  closely  fill 
the  hole  and  rotates  without  vibration.  Between 
the  inner  and  outer  tubes  is  a  space  through 
which  water  is  forced,  which  emerges  under  the 
bit,  carrying  away  the  cuttings.  Close  to  the 
bit  an  automatic  device  is  placed  which  grasps 
the  core  when  the  core  barrel  is  lifted,  thus 
bringing  it  to  the  surface.  The  core  barrel  is 
connected  to  the  drill  on  the  surface  by  the 
required  number  of  drill  rods,  made  of  hollow 
steel  tubing  in  e.xact  ten-foot  lengths,  by  means 
of  which  the  depth  of  the  hole  at  any  given 
time  is  accurately  measured.  The  bit,  core  bar¬ 
rel,  and  rods  are  rotated  by  means  of  a  suit¬ 
able  engine,  and  are  fed  downwards  by  hydraulic 
pressure  regulated  by  finely  graduated  valves. 
The  hoisting  or  lowering  of  the  rods  is  accom¬ 
plished  by  means  of  a  derrick,  or  tripod,  carry¬ 
ing  a  sheave  wheel  and  a  rope,  which  is  wound 
upon  the  drum  forming  a  part  of  the  drilling 
machine.  The  entire  apparatus  is  designed  in 
strict  accordance  with  engineering  principles,  and 
every  detail  of  materials  and  construction  in 
these  machines  receives  the  careful  attention  of 
the  manufacturers.  “Built  like  a  watch.”  was  the 
criticism  of  a  recent  purchaser  of  one  of  these 
drills. 

The  cores  are  two  inches  in  diameter,  a 
dimension  fixed  upon  after  extensive  experience. 
The  cores  extracted,  even  in  friable  formations, 
are  practically  comp’ete,  showing  only  a  minute 
loss  from  abrasion,  and  are  a  perfect  record  of 
a  formation  existing  at  the  point  drilled.  They 
are  placed  in  suitable  cases,  and  form  a  permanent 
record,  ^’ertical  sections  of  the  core  may  be 
taken  for  analysis,  as  required,  the  remaining 
portions  being  preserved. 

The  method  described  is  equally  applicable  to 
prospecting  for  any  other  mineral,  and  is  espe¬ 
cially  desirable  when  cores  are  liable  to  be 
broken  or  ground  up  by  the  ordinary  method. 

In  addition  to  the  reliability  of  the  records 
which  they  secure,  diamond  drills  are  also  much 
more  rapid  than  any  other  coring  drill,  owing 
to  the  small  diameter  of  the  hole  bored,  and  the 
readiness  with  which  the  diamond  bit  penetrates 
all  strata  encountered. 
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New  Enterprises. 

The  J.  H.  Leonard  Coal  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with  $50,000  capital 
stock  by  J.  H.  Leonard,  Dr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  others. 

The  Ohio  Iron  &  Coal  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$10,000  by  H.  O.  Coughlan,  B.  S.  Mantz  and  John 
R.  Turner. 

The  Standard  Charcoal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Boston,  Mass.,  with  $5,000  caphal  stock,  by 
John  J.  McCarthy,  John  J.  Higgins,  both  of 
Somerville,  Mass. 

The  Farmers  Coal  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  $150,000  capital  stock. 
The  incorporators  are  G.  B.  Beatty,  C.  A.  Snyder 
and  S.  W.'Kniffin. 

The  Sunshine  Coal  Co.,  Pikeville,  Ky.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  $5,000  capital  stock.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  James  Hatcher,  John  C.  Ratcliffe 
and  Richard  Hatcher. 

The  Indian  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  Ligonier,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  D.  B.  Zim- 
man,  1.  Goods  and  W.  H.  Rupple. 

The  Lucas  Coal,  Land  &  Reservoir  Co.,  Boulder, 
Colo.,  has  been  incorporated  with  $400,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  are  J.  R.  Lucas,  J.  N. 
Fields  and  Oscar  E.  Keyes. 

The  J.  R.  Shanklin  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  by  James  R.  Shanklin,  F.  R. 
Clark,  Harry  P.  Kelly,  E.  W.  Cist  and  G.  Gores. 
The  company  is  capitalized  at  $25,000  and  will  take 
over  the  business  of  J.  R.  Shanklin  &  Co. 

The  Laclede  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  by  E.  Williams,  Paul 
W.  Scott,  H.  T.  Lovett  and  Dan  C.  Russell. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000. 

The  Cotton  Oil  &  Fuel  Co.,  of  Mountain  Park, 
Okla.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $800,000.  The  directors  of  the  new  company 
are  J.  M.  Hayes,  J.  C.  Fletcher  and  T.  H.  Jones. 

The  North  Fork  Cannel  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $300,000  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
coal  lands.  The  incorporators  are  of  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va. 

The  United  Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $60,000.  The  incorporators  of 
the  company  are  F.  Rocks,  J.  R.  Bailey  and  J.  H. 
Hilman. 

The  Higgins,  Callahan  &  Quinlan  Co.,  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000  by  Thomas  Callahan,  Charles 
H.  Quinlan,  H.  T.  Beidler,  J.  D.  Fackler  and 
Owen  N.  Wilcox. 

The  Jewel  Coal  Co.,  of  Hopkins  county,  Kp- 
tucky,  has  been  incorporated  with  $50,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  are  1.  Bailey,  T.  W. 
Gardiner,  C.  H.  Murphy  and  W.  S.  Thompson,  all 
of  Madisonville,  Ky. 

The  Midvale  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  to  mine,  ship  and  sell  coal. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are  John  D. 
Dobbs,  Charles  S.  Davis  and  L.  Gilchrist,  and  the 
capital  stock  is  $10,000. 

The  Pando  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000. 
The  new  company  will  operate  in  West  Virginia 
fields  and  is  incorporated  by  H.  H.  Johnson  and 
others  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 

The  Marion  &  Big  Muddy  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Marion,  Ill.,  to  mine  and  sell 
coal  and  coke.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $250,000  and  is  incorporated  by  Charles  Ranns, 
Jr.,  and  A.  B.  McClaren. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Belmont,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Insular  Coal  Co.,  show¬ 
ing  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000.  The  company  will 


deal  in  mining,  real  estate,  coal  lands,  etc.,  and 
is  incorporated  by  W.  P.  Clark,  C.  FI.  Brown  and 
H.  A.  Barney. 

The  National  Fuel  Briquetting  Co.,  Camden, 
N.  J.,  has  been  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
mining,  manufacturing  briquettes,  etc.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000  and  is  in¬ 
corporated  by  R.  G.  Buchanan,  J.  F.  Hawker  and 
W.  E.  Shappell. 

Eastern  Notes. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Co.  is  reported  as  closing 
down  its  Dominion  No.  6,  the  Hub,  the  Irling 
and  International  collieries  for  the  winter.  This 
is  being  done  as  the  St.  Lawrence  trade  is  now 
about  over  for  the  year. 

The  Winifrede  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  outright 
the  coal  lands,  mines  and  other  property  of  the 
Belmont  Coal  Co.  at  Crown  Hill,  Ohio,  the  deal 
making  the  Winifrede  company  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  operating  concerns  of  the  state. 

John  Jones,  470  North  Main  street,  Wilkes- 
barre.  Pa.,  who  for  forty-two  years  held  respon¬ 
sible  positions  with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co., 
died  a  few  days  ago  while  at  work.  Mr.  Jones 
is  survived  by  his  widow  and  three  sons.  ■  ■ 

The  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  will  in  the  near 
future  drive  a  new  slope  at  its  Barnum  shaft, 
near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  The  slope  is  to  be  sunk 
in  such  a  way  that  it  can  be  hoisted  through  the 
Barnum  shaft  and  prepared  for  market  in  the 
Barnum  breakers. 

The  Dunkleberger  Colliery,  near  Trevorton, 
Pa.,  has  shipped  its  first  car  of  coal  and  expects 
to  make  large  shipments  from  now  on.  The  coal 
was  consigned  to  the  president  of  the  company 
at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was  shipped  over  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad. 

The  Easterly  Coal  Co.,  which  has  been  operat¬ 
ing  the  coal  shaft  at  Chenoa,  Pa.,  for  .some  time 
past,  has  leased  the  mine  to  the  miners,  who  will 
run  it  on  the  co-operative  basis.  The  shaft  has 
been  closed  down  for  the  past  week,  but  it  is 
understood  the  miners  will  take  charge  within  a 
few  days. 

All  of  the  collieries  of  the  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  in  the  Shamokin  (Pa.)  district,  were 
recently  thoroughly  inspected  by  General  Manager 
W.  J.  Richards  and  a  number  of  other  officials 
of  the  company.  As  a  result  of  the  inspection 
it  is  thought  that  several  of  the  mines  will  be 
fitted  with  electric  equipment. 

A  campaign  is  to  be  started  in  Schuylkill 
county,  Pa.,  to  compel  the  large  coal  operators 
of  that  county  to  pay  taxes  on  their  properties 
in  proportion  to  the  taxation  on  homesteads  of 
the  people.  Assessments  are  soon  to  be  revised 
so  that  the  large  tracts  of  land  which  have  re¬ 
cently  sold  for  $1,000  per  acre,  shall  no  longer 
be  assessed  at  $100. 

Western  Notes. 

Harry  Barbera,  a  miner  employed  at  Stoning- 
ton.  Ill.,  has  brought  suit  for  $5,000  against  the 
Stonington  Coal  Co.  for  injuries  said  to  have 
been  received  while  at  work  in  the  company’s 
mines. 

The  Hollingsworth  Coal  Co.,  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
has  opened  a  new  mine  a  mile  and  a  half  south 
of  Valley  Junction  on  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis 
railroad.  The  mine  already  has  an  output  of 
three  hundred  tons  daily. 

According  to  Prof.  Frank  Adams,  of  McGill, 
Canada,  there  is  enough  unmined  coal  in  that 
country  to  supply  the  whole  world  for  centuries 
to  come,  and  this  coal  varies  in  quality  from  bitu¬ 
minous  to  the  finest  of  anthracite. 

The  receipts  of  both  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  were  heavier  during  the 
month  of  October  this  year  than  for  the  same 
month  for  any  previous  year.  Anthracite  receipts 
were  58,748  tons  and  the  bituminous  194,568  tons. 


Throughout  eastern  Oregon  the  shortage  of 
railway  equipment  is  said  to  be  so  great  that 
cars  can  not  even  be  secured  to  haul  grain  and 
cattle.  At  present  it  is  claimed  that  all  railways 
in  that  state  are  using  their  cars  for  the  lumber 
industry. 

The  Consumers  Fuel  &  Ice  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000  and  as  soon  as  a  location  can  be  secured 
bunkers  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  tons  will  be 
installed.  The  company  is  headed  by  Sam  Wit¬ 
tenberg  and  E.  FI.  Stanton. 

The  shaft  of  the  LaSalle  County  Carbon  Coal 
Co.,  at  LaSalle,  Ill.,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
last  August,  is  again  hoisting  coal,  the  damage 
being  fully  repaired.  During  the  time  of  the 
shut-down  the  miners  were  given  employment 
at  other  mines  of  the  company. 

A.  G.  West,  of  Runnells,  Iowa,  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  by  a  number  of  the  citizens  of  Leon,  Iowa, 
to  drill  several  prospect  holes  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  town.  If  coal  is  found  in  paying  quantities 
a  shaft  will  be  sunk  at  once,  as  options  have  been 
taken  on  several  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  total  production  of  coal  in  Illinois  during 
1905  was  38,434,363  tons,  according  to  a  report 
recently  issued  by  E.  W.  Parker,  of  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey.  This  coal  had  a  spot 
value  of  $40,577,592.  The  mines  of  Illinois  gave 
employment  to  58,053  miners,  who  worked  an 
average  of  201  days. 

The  Golden  Gate  Mining  &  Development  Co., 
which  has  been  prospecting  for  coal  throughout 
the  state  of  Washington  for  the  past  six  months, 
has  discovered  a  vein  of  coal  eight  feet  thick 
near  Cle  Elum.  The  coal  is  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  railway,  and  it  is  believed 
a  shaft  will  be  sunk  at  once. 

Byron  Seevers,  of  the  Whitebreast  Coal  Co., 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has  transferred  to  George  W. 
Seevers,  general  counsel  of  the  Minneapolis  & 
St.  Louis  and  Iowa  Central  railways,  the  coal 
rights  to  2,700  acres  of  land  located  between 
Calonna  and  Dallas,  Iowa.  It  is  the  presumption 
that  this  transfer  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  two 
railroads,  as  they  will  undoubtedly  construct  lines 
from  the  new  field  into  Des  Moines. 

Southern  Notes. 

The  board  of  trade  committee  at  Wheeling,  W. 
Va.,  is  considering  the  advisability  of  making  dia¬ 
mond  drill  tests  for  coking  coal  in  the  vicinity 
of  Wheeling. 

The  Southern  Railway  Company  has  authorized 
the  building  of  nearly  four  thousand  additional 
freight  cars  of  approved  type  for  use  in  eastern 
Tennessee  and  Alabama  mining  districts. 

The  car  situation  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  re¬ 
ported  as  being  in  a  deplorable  state  and  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  mines  is  being  held  down  by  the 
inability  of  the  railroads  to  give  proper  service. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  coal  at  Spartanburg, 
S.  C.,  caused  by  the  lack  of  cars,  it  is  said  there 
is  danger  of  the  cotton  mills  and.  other  power¬ 
using  plants  of  that  vicinity  being  compelled  to 
close  down. 

W.  T.  Underwood  and  associates  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  have  purchased  the  coal  mines  and 
properties  of  the  Mt.  Morgan  Coal  Co.,  at  Wil¬ 
liamsburg,  Ky.  It  is  understood  that  the  price 
paid  was  about  $100,000. 

The  board  of  prison  commissioners  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  has  decided  to  purchase  fifteen  thousand 
acres  of  coal  lands  in  Warren,  Bledsoe,  Van 
Buren  and  Sequatchie  counties.  The  consider¬ 
ation  is  eleven  dollars  per  acre. 

The  Colonial  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Dorchester, 
Va.,  announces  that  its  plant  of  450  ovens  and 
ten  mine  openings  is  in  full  operation.  The 
company  is  also  building  another  plant  called  the 
Sutherland  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  about  two  miles 
from  Dorchester.  This  latter  plant  will  be  in 
operation  about  the  first  of  the  year. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Nov.  22,  1900. 

The  demand  in  the  anthracite  coal  trade  con¬ 
tinues  unabated,  but  restrictions  to  shipment  upon 
this  business,  by  reason  of  a  short  car  supply,  is 
delaying  the  filling  of  orders  materially.  While 
the  west  is  still  calling  for  a  large  quantity  of 
coal,  in  fact  more  than  can  be  shipped  to  it  in 
the  time  limited  to  open  navigation ;  there  has 
developed  in  the  trade  east  of  the  mines,  an  ex¬ 
ceptional  amount  of  business  which  is  in  excess 
of  current  shipments.  A  heavy  snowstorm 
through  the  upper  regions  of  the  hard  coal  fields, 
last  week,  interfered  with  working  conditions 
and  transportation  in  moving  the  cars  so  that 
one  or  two  days’  production  was  lost.  The 
restriction  coming  at  a  time  when  coal  was  not 
plentiful  in  the  market  has  accentuated  the  situ¬ 
ation  as  to  shipments  going  east. 

Some  relief  may  come  to  the  general  trade 
after  the  close  of  navigation,  by  cutting  off 
the  heavy  movement  of  coal  in  that  direction. 
This  relief  would  be  gratifying  to  the  line  trade. 
The  requirements  remaining  unshipped  by  water, 
will,  it  is  believed,  be  large,  whieh  would  neces¬ 
sitate  much  of  this  business  to  go  all-rail. 

All-rail  Coal  Active. 

Orders  from  the  all-rail  points  have  been  in 
such  great  numbers  that  all  shippers  are  crowded. 
The  total  accumulation  of  line  business,  both  cn 
the  originating  systems  and  for  shipment  to  for¬ 
eign  roads,  is  in  excess  of  what  can  be  handled 
at  present.  Nor  is  it  seen  how  it  can  be  gained 
upon,  as  the  season  advances.  The  producing 
companies  are  making  every  effort  to  provide  for 
actual  needs,  but  in  cases  are  obliged  to  limit 
delivery  in  order  to  facilitate  a  larger  distribution 
of  the  product  available.  Owing  to  the  car  situ¬ 
ation  being  an  important  factor  in  getting  coal 
forward,  some  of  the  anthracite  roads,  it  is 
understood,  have  withdrawn  all  cars  from  foreign 
lines.  In  this  event  the  New  England  market 
would  probably  be  the  greatest  sufferer,  though 
it  may  take  on  more  tonnage  from  the  tidewater 
loading  points.  The  present  status  of  this  class 
of  trade,  in  its  anxiety  to  get  coal  as  promptly 
as  possible,  is  no  doubt  largely  due  to  the  dupli¬ 
cating  of  orders  in  different  shippers’  hands.  As 
these  orders  are  filled,  according  to  the  conven¬ 
ience  of  the  holder  of  them,  the  duplicate  business 
in  other  hands  will  be  cancelled.  Thus  relief 
may  come  soon,  especially  as  the  weather  is  more 
like  spring  than  the  usual  colder  temperature  ex¬ 
pected  at  this  season.  Yet  it  is  evident  from 
the  rush  of  the  past  month  that  stocks  purchased 
previously  by  the  consuming  interests  must  have 
been  generally  used  up,  giving  the  opinion  that 
future  requirements  will  be  larger  and  an  active 
winter’s  business  ensue. 

As  cars  become  released  from  the  heavy  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  lake  ports,  and  the  general  equip¬ 
ment  improves,  there  will  be  greater  opportunity 


to  make  larger  shipments  to  points  not  now  re¬ 
ceiving  their  full  allotment.  Considerable  coal  is 
still  in  need  for  the  further  eastern  states  and 
the  lower  Canadian  provinces,  which  will,  with 
better  car  service,  be  given  closer  attention. 

The  Coastwise  Trade  Keeps  Strong. 

There  is  no  apparent  let-up  on  the  demand  for 
coal  in  the  far  east,  though  better  shipments  have 
been  to  those  ports  during  the  current  week, 
i  ne  delay  in  shipments  earlier  in  the  month  and 
October  has  undoubtedly  been  effective  in  keeping 
the  trade  strong.  Although  tlic  regular  allot¬ 
ment  of  tonnage  is  being  consigned  to  this  ter¬ 
ritory,  it  is  not  in  all  instances  reaching  the 
discharging  ports  in  the  time  desired,  this  being 
largely  on  account  of  the  bad  weather  and  fogs 
preventing  barges  from  getting  out  of  the  harbor. 

The  trade  at  retail  is  quite  brisk  in  the  local 
market  and  prices  are  fully  upheld  at  schedule 
figures.  The  greater  shortage  prevailing  recently 
at  wholesale  are  chestnut  and  stove  coal,  which 
are  very  short  with  all  producers.  Egg  and 
broken  are  slightly  easier,  but  all  the  Lehigh 
grades  are  scarce,  as  are  all  sizes  of  red  ash  coal. 
The  steam  grades  maintain  a  strong  tone  and  are 
not  in  full  supply  of  the  current  demands.  Stocks 
on  these  coals  are  reduced  from  former  years, 
and  it  is  possible  a  shortage  of  these  sizes  may 
occur  later. 

Bituminous  Coal  Trade. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  continues 
active.  For  tidewater  there  is  great  difficulty 
in  securing  cars  to  move  the  coal,  and  after 
it  arrives  at  tidewater  there  is  great  difficulty 
in  securing  vessels  to  transport  it  to  the  various 
distributing  points  along  the  coast.  The  car 
question  continues  to  be  an  all-absorbing  topic 
in  the  trade,  though  not  much  improvement  is 
expected  before  ice  makes  out  west,  stopping  coal 
going  to  the  lakes,  but  even  then  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  it  will  take  some  time  for  the  cars  to 
get  back  from  that  trade.  It  is  a  question  if  the 
cars  so  secured  to  the  railroads  for  coal  trans¬ 
portation  will  not  be  quickly  absorbed  in  the  reg¬ 
ular  lines  of  trade.  All  the  railroad  transporta¬ 
tion  superintendents  are  making  effort  for  the 
quick  movement  of  coal,  and  urging  upon  ship¬ 
pers  continuously  for  quick  unloading  of  cars, 
both  on  their  lines  and  at  tide.  This  is  helping 
materially  at  times  when  it  is  followed  out,  and 
the  superintendents  of  the  railroads  have  a  way 
of  following  up  a  request  that  generally  brings 
the  consumer  to  terms  when  he  does  not  respond 
promptly — this  outside  of  the  Car  Association  de¬ 
murrage  charges. 

Vessels  in  Short  Supply. 

The  coastwise  vessel  situation  is  one  that  has 
been  much  in  the  mind  of  the  trade  at  this  time. 
Very  few,  if  any,  of  the  vessels  which  were  de¬ 


tained  by  the  long  extended  bad  weathr  in  Octo¬ 
ber  and  November  have  been  discharged  and  taken 
back  to  tide  for  other  cargoes,  outside  of  some 
of  the  barges  that  are  now  just  beginning  to  get 
bacK.  It  has  produced  a  feverish  and  rather 
stringent  state  in  the  trade,  freights  advancing  in 
reality  and  also  in  suggestive  quotations  to  much 
above  where  it  is  expected  will  be  the  case.  An 
advance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  is  expected 
at  this  time,  though  it  may  reach  a  full  25  cents 
per  ton  if  the  balk  of  tonnage  is  slow  in  getting 
back  to  the  shipping  points. 

There  is  some  export  trade  in  the  market,  but 
that  is  being  held  up  by  the  lack  of  vessels.  With 
the  higher  rates  prevailing  to  the  eastern  ports 
vessels  are  not  seeking  business  at  the  limitations 
that  have  been  enforced  on  the  southern  orders. 

There  is  still  a  general  scarcity  of  labor  at  the 
mines,  but  the  shortage  of  vessels  has  made  it  to 
be  felt  less  acutely  than  it  would  have  been  if 
cars  had  been  in  better  supply. 

Trade  in  the  East  Active. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  fairly  active.  There 
is  a  continuous  demand  for  last  orders  on  shoal- 
water  business,  and  this  will  continue  until  ice 
makes.  Brokers  are  contending  that  the  smaller 
class  of  vessels  will  soon  lay  up  for  the  winter, 
but  this  undoubtedly  will  not  be  the  case  until 
colder  weather  appears,  and  a  further  extended 
period  of  open  weather  is  liKely  to  prevail. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  very  good,  the  demand 
being  strong,  and  the  supply  short.  This  is  not 
at  all  helped  by  the  lack  of  sound  barges,  which 
have  been  held  up  by  the  heavy  weather. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  fairly  active,  ab¬ 
sorbing  all  the  coal  coming  forward,  and 
the  accumulations  of  coal  at  tidewater  are  being 
reduced  to  an  appreciable  extent  notwithstanding 
the  short  supply  of  boats.  If  the  supply  of  ves¬ 
sels  were  sufficient  undoubtedly  all  the  accumu¬ 
lations  would  be  removed  promptly.  Prices  on 
steam  coals  range  from  $2.75  to  $3.00  f  o.  b. 
vessel. 

All-rail  trade  is  quite  active,  and  prices  are 
stronger  than  they  were ;  $1.25  to  $1.50  seems 
to  be  the  quotation  for  the  better  grade  f.  o.  b. 
cars  at  the  mines. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  a  little 
bit  slow,  and  varied.  Car  supply  is  not  improved 
from  what  it  has  been  of  late,  some  shippers 
elaiming  they  are  not  receiveing  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  their  needs. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are  ver>" 
scarce,  and  in  great  demand.  Indeed,  we  hear  of 
brokers  having  vessels  to  arrive,  asking  for  bids. 

We  quote  current  freight  rates  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portsmouth,  one  dollar  and  discharge, 
with  loading  discharging  clause;  eighty-five  and 
ninety  cents  to  the  sound,  and  New  York  harbor 
barges  we  hear  have  been  chartered  at  from 
forty  to  fifty  cents  to  New  Haven  from  the 
New  York  harbor  lower  shipping  ports. 


Market  News  from  Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  Nov.  21. — (Special  Correspondence.) 
Heavy  eastern  demand  for  domestic  sizes  of  coal 
has  served  to  hamper  the  dealers  at  this  point, 
for  the  reason  that  a  heavy  drain  has  been  made 
upon  the  car  supply,  meager  at  the  best,  and  the 
scarcity  has  had  a  serious  effect  on  the  western 
shipments,  all-rail.  Demands  for  chestnut  coal 
have  been  very  heavy  during  the  past  week. 
Agents  complain  that  dealers  have  an  annoying 
habit  of  waiting  until  they  are  practically  out  of 
stock  before  they  order  and  the  result  is  a  sudden 


rush  at  a  time  when  the  shippers  are  having 
hard  work  to  take  care  of  their  business  on  a 
normal  basis. 

This  condition  is  not  confined  to  any  one  sec¬ 
tion,  but  is  general  over  all  the  territory  covered 
by  the  local  trade.  As  a  result  of  this  delay  in 
ordering  and  the  consequent  rush  of  business  at 
an  inauspicious  time,  there  is  a  scarcity  not 
only  of  chestnut,  but  also  of  the  other  domestic 
sizes.  Of  course  this  delays  the  prompt  filling  of 
rush  orders  and  causes  more  or  less  dissatis¬ 


faction  on  the  part  of  the  dealer  and  consumer. 

There  is  considerable  anxiety  felt  by  shippers 
from  this  distributing  point  over  the  inability  to 
get  a  sufficient  supply  of  box  cars  for  trans-ship¬ 
ment,  and  also  for  the  scarcity  of  gondolas  for 
bringing  coal  from  the  mines.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  practically  no  bo.x  cars  here  for 
reloading,  and  the  western  rail  trade  is  natur¬ 
ally  at  somewhat  of  a  standstill.  . 

Seasonable  weather  has  served  to  maintain  a 
strong  retail  market  in  this  city,  a  condition  of 
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trade  which  is  expected  to  continue  well  into  the 
winter,  at  least.  Gradually  the  people  are  being 
weaned  from  the  consumption  of  natural  gas,  for 
as  at  present  distributed  here,  too  many  users 
cause  a  meager  supply  in  many  cases  and  the 
result  is  a  return  to  coal,  after  having  given  gas 
a  trial.  But  one  bad  result  of  an  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  local  domestic  coal  is  the  propensity 
of  many  individuals  to  start  into  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  cutting  into  the  trade  of  the  legitimate 
dealer  and  interfering  with  the  regular  current  of 
trade. 

Lake  shipments  for  the  week  show  no  appreci¬ 
able  change,  for  late  forwarding  this  season  has 
not  been  so  active  as  in  previous  years.  From 
now  on  there  will  be  a  gradual  withdrawal  of 
the  smaller  boats  in  the  trade  and  practically  all 
shipments  by  water  will  be  made  in  the  vessels  of 
large  capacity,  to  the  leading  lake  ports.  This 
tends  to  strengthen  the  suggestion  made  in  this 
correspondence  last  week  regarding  the  necessity 
of  the  up  the  lake  dealers  improving  their  dock 
storage  facilities.  There  must  be  larger  and 
more  convenient  facilities  for  unloading  at  the 
other  end  of  the  line,  or  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  actual  suffering  will  be  felt  by  the  consum¬ 
ers  who  depend  upon  these  somewhat  limited 
supply  stations  for  their  fuel. 


Boston,  Mass.,  November  22. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The.  anthracite  coal  trade  continues 
active  and  the  demand  on  some  of  the  sizes  is  in 
excess  of  the  current  supply.  This  condition 
seems  to  be  general  in  both  the  all-rail  and  tide¬ 
water  markets,  the  only  difference  in  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  coal  to  them  being  that  the  line  trade 
is  short  of  cars  and  water  transportation  re¬ 
stricted  by  a  lack  of  vessels,  curtailing  the  amount 
of  coal  reaching  destination  points  by  both  routes 
about  equally.  The  demand  is  largely  for  the 
stove  and  chestnut  sizes,  while  the  Lehigh  grades 
are  strong  with  short  deliveries  being  made  upon 
them.  The  special  red  ash  coals  are  practically 
out  of  the  market,  and  it  would  be  hard  to  get  any 
out  of  the  regular  order  of  shipment. 

Line  Trade  Active. 

It  is  doubtful  if  the  companies  could  ship  all 
the  coal  called  from  the  all-rail  territory  even  with 
a  full  supply  of  cars.  More  business  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  shippers  than  they  can  dispose  of  before 
the  first  of  the  year.  The  question  is  apparently 


From  now  on  until  the  close  of  navigation,  no 
opportunity  to  send  coal  up  the  lakes  will  be 
allowed  to  pass,  for  shippers  are  still  consider¬ 
ably  behind  last  year’s  forwarding  and  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  the  deficiency  can  be  made  up.  Here  again 
the  car  shortage  is  made  apparent,  for  the  supply 
of  coal  coming  forward  for  lake  shipment  is  not 
so  liberal  as  for  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year,  so  it  is  doubtful  if  as  much  tonnage  can 
be  sent  up  this  November  as  last. 

Considerable  interest  is  manifested  by  local  coal 
men  in  a  proposed  scheme  for  supplying  the 
homes  of  the  city  with  steam  heat.  Enterprising 
parties  have,  it  appears,  dug  up  an  old  franchise 
giving  the  right  to  establish  a  plant  of  this  char¬ 
acter,  and  now  there  is  real  belief  in  some  quar¬ 
ters  that  capital  will  be  forthcoming  to  push  the 
work.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  system  of 
heating  of  this  character,  thoroughly  established, 
would  cut  into  the  coal  trade  to  a  degree  which 
would  make  the  local  retailers  and  the  sales 
agents  as  well  sit  up  and  take  notice. 

No  change  is  reported  in  the  bituminous  mar¬ 
ket.  The  supply  of  cars  is  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  demand,  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
amount  of  coal  being  shipped  as  would  be  the 
case  with  a  suitable  supply  of  railway  stock. 


one  of  car  supply,  as  to  what  proportion  of  the 
tonnage  can  be  shipped  on  this  class  of  trade  and 
not  disturb  the  other  distributing  points  and  also 
to  retain  in  control  the  present  capacity  of  cars. 
It  is  understood  that  some  of  the  cars  allotted 
to  this  trade  will  likely  be  withdrawn,  at  least 
temporarily,  to  avoid  any  anticipated  shortage  of 
coal  at  other  points.  If  cars  are  further  re¬ 
duced  by  reason  of  delays,  shipments  would  have 
to  be  cut  down  accordingly. 

The  light  draught  ports  at  the  further  eastern 
points  are  in  greatest  need  for  coal  and  have  re¬ 
ceived  less  of  what  has  been  going  forward  than 
other  more  favorable  discharging  ports.  Due  to 
bad  weather  and  the  small  craft  necessary  to  enter 
the  ice  making  ports  are  scarce  and  freights  high. 
The  sound  trade  has  been  similarly  affected,  mid 
in  cases  not  enough  coal  has  reached  these  points 
to  take  care  of  the  urgent  orders  in  local  ship¬ 
pers’  hands.  The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  very 
strong,  and  there  is  a  shortage  of  certain  sizes. 

There  is  a  continued  demand  for  bituminous 
coal  in  the  market,  but  there  has  been  great 


delay  in  getting  it  forward  to  the  discharging 
ports.  Two  causes  contribute  to  this  feature, 
which  is  disturbing  some  of  the  consumers  Who 
have  contracts  for  their  winter  supply.  The  more 
important  reason,  no  doubt,  is  the  interference 
to  regular  water  transportation  during  the  past 
six  weeks  and  over  through  storms  and  high 
winds.  The  short  supply  of  coal  at  the  loading 
ports  at  times  of  vessel  tonnage  waiting  was  due 
to  the  lack  of  labor  at  the  mines  and  a  dearth  of 
cars  to  transport  the  product.  These  conditions 
combining  have  delayed  this  trade  fully  a  month 
and  naturally  is  causing  some  anxiety.  In  most 
instances,  however,  the  buyer  has  no  one  to 
blame  but  himself,  having  delayed  his  orders  too 
long.  Prices  are  firm  at  current  quotations  for  all 
coals  and  some  are  obtaining  advances  over  these 
figures.  Vessels  are  short  and  freights  largely  a 
matter  of  negotiation.  About  $1.00  to  Boston 
from  lower  ports  has  been  paid. 

Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Nov.  21. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — “Go  west,  young  man,”  from  a  strictly 
eastern  viewpoint,  would  seem  to  be  good  advice 
to  the  railroads  as  a  course  of  procedure  to  get 
cars  for  the  trade.  The  lake  business  seems  to 
be  getting  the  coal  and  the  cars,  and  no  one 
here  expects  any  relief  until  wintry  blasts  tie  up 
navigation.  And  judging  by  the  present  mild 
weather  conditions  it  may  be  some  time  after 
that  first  day  of  December,  on  which  many  had 
hoped  for  a  turn  of  the  tide,  before  cars  are  re¬ 
leased  from  this  branch  of  the  trade. 

And  in  the  meantime  everybody  has  a  kick. 
From  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  western  Maryland 
and  from  some  parts  of  Pennsylvania  comes  the 
wail  of  the  bituminous  operator  that  he  has  had 
to  hold  down  his  production  by  lay-offs  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  at  a  time,  and  all  because  he  cannot  get 
cars  in  which  to  transport  the  much-desired  fuels. 
From  the  lake  regions  and  from  practically  all  of 
the  western  field  the  eastern  brother  hears  that 
prices  are  away  up,  and  at  a  time  when  everybody 
is  demanding  fuel  and  the  poor  coal  man  has  all 
he  can  do  to  keep  up  with  his  contracts  made  at 
summer  prices. 

Prices  Easier  Here. 

And  now  comes  a  real  complaint.  Over  this 
eastern  way  there  is  a  shortage  of  cars,  too;  not 
a  few  coal  men  say  they  are  forced  to  hustle  to 
keep  up  with  contracts  and  are  not  hunting  for 
any  amount  of  new  business  for  the  moment. 
Yet  in  the  face  of  an  active  demand,  at  least  for 
the  better-grade  fuels,  there  has  not  been  any 
further  advance,  and  fancy  western  prices  are 
not  being  touched  here.  There  has  been  no  further 
advance  in  the  best  grade  fuel  hereabouts,  which 
several  weeks  ago  touched  $1.70  as  a  top  notch. 
And  one  does  not  have  to  hustle  around,  even 
in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  some  soft  coal  men 
here  are  tied  up  with  business,  to  hear  of  some 
thin  vein  coals  as  low  as  ninety  cents  at  the 
mines. 

The  strongest  thing  in  the  local  market  is 
coke.  All  sections  available  from  here  seem  to 
be  pretty  well  sold  up,  and  the  spot  article  is 
almost  an  impossibility.  The  best  grades  of  Con- 
nellsville  are  selling  pretty  close  to  four  dollars, 
for  foundry,  with  the  same  section  furnace  quoted 
up  as  high  as  three  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 
The  West  Virginia  cokes  may  be  quoted  at  about 
twenty-five  cents  off  the  Conncllsville  product. 

In  the  matter  of  industrial  uses  for  Baltimore 
and  vicinity  there  has  been  a  considerable  in¬ 
crease  of  consumption  for  steam  sizes  of  anthra¬ 
cite,  for  bituminous  and  for  coke.  Coke  possibly 
has  seen  the  greatest  increase,  and  it  is  the  lead¬ 
ing  strength  factor  in  the  market  here  today. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  HuntingdTm  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  November  sev¬ 
enth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1905 : 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Nov.  17,  190G.  21,234  43,667 

CorTtsponding  week,  1905....  21.S75  26. Ml  48,686 

Total  for  1906 . 702.v^60  982.082  1,634.942 

Corresponding  period,  1905 ...  633,219  886,893  1,520,113 

Increase  in  tonnage  during  1900  to  date  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  same  period  last  year  amounted 
to  104,829  tons. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  22. — {Special 
Correspondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  con¬ 
tinues  active  with  a  good  supply  of  orders  in 
shippers’  hands.  Producing  interests  are  sold 
up  for  more  than  thirty  days  ahead  and  with  the 
contracts  to  provide  for  are  unable  to  handle  all 
the  tonnage  as  promptly  as  is  desired.  The  car 
supply  has  as  yet  shown  little  improvement  from 
the  condition  that  has  prevailed  for  some  time 
past  and  is  in  instances  embargoed  to  foreign 
roads.  This  is  essential  in  times  of  greater  ac¬ 
tivity  on  the  originating  lines,  in  order  to  retain 
a  sufficient  number  of  cars  on  the  systems  to  take 
care  of  this  trade  and  facilitate  shipment.  Where 
cars  are  permitted  to  go  on  other  roads  in  making 
delivery  it  is  uncertain  as  to  the  time  of  their  re¬ 
lease  and  return  to  the  mines  for  reloading. 
Shippers  are  therefore  refusing  to  let  the  equip¬ 
ment  get  out  of  their  control,  as  they  anticipate 
an  increased  business  as  the  season  advances. 

Tidewater  Shipmenta  Improved. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  coal  from  all 
coastwise  points  and  the  chief  difficulty  in  get¬ 
ting  it  forward  by  contrary  winds  and  fogs  is 
accentuating  the  situation.  The  end  of  last  week 
and  for  several  days  of  this  week  the  improved 
weather  conditions  permitted  of  more  regular  and 
increased  shipments  to  the  east.  But  craft  at 
those  ports  now  light  are  again  windbound  and 
unable  to  return  for  loading,  this  being  likely  to 
retard  the  movement  of  coal  for  some  time  and 
affecting  the  shoalwater  ports  most  in  receiving 
short  supplies. 


Trade  at  local  points  is  good  and  a  large 
amount  of  coal  is  being  taken  by  the  retail  deal¬ 
ers.  Stocks  are  being  rapidly  depleted  by  the 
large  supply  of  orders  that  are  received  daily. 
Prices  on  the  domestic  sizes  are  well  upheld  at 
$6.75  a  ton,  the  schedule  figures.  Steam  grades 
show  a  much  heavier  demand  and  prices  upon 
them  firm  at  circular  figures.  These  coals  become 
ji^ore  of  a  factor  in  trade  as  the  temperature 
lowers,  being  largely  used  for  heating  hotels  and 
apartment  houses. 

Bituminous  Trade  Active. 

.  The  soft  coal  trade  shows  a  slightly  improved 
condition  in  the  movement  of  tonnage  over  a 
week  ago,  this  being  probably  more  noticeable 
on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  than  some  of  the 
others,  which  are  little  changed.  The  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  seems  to  be  in  the  shortest  position  as 
regards  cars  and  transportation  and  receives  most 
of  the  criticism  of  shippers  for  the  delays.  Pro¬ 
ducers  have  enough  business  to  use  all  the  cars 
that  reach  the  mines  and  are  not  inclined  to  take 
on  more  trade  at  present.  This  has  had  a  good 
effect  on  prices  and  are  firm  at  from  $1.25@1.50 
a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Shipments  are  being 
made  to  line  points  in  preference  to  the  loading 
ports  at  tidewater,  owing  to  the  short  supply  of 
vessels  at  them.  The  movement  of  coal  from  the 
shipping  port's  is  greatly  delayed  by  the  bad 
weather  and  vessels  very  scarce.  Owners  are 
often  reluctant  to  quote  freight  rates  and  are  in¬ 
sisting  upon  the  association  bill  of  lading  in  all 
charters  made.  Rates  from  here  around  the  cape 
are  $1.00  and  90c  to  the  sound. 


The  New  England  Trade* 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


E.  H.  Hemingway,  of  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co., 
Inc.,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  was  in  New 
York  the  last  of  the  week  on  a  business  trip 
to  the  company’s  office.  He  says  the  coal 
trade  in  that  territory  is  quite  brisk,  and  looks 
for  a  good  winter’s  business. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  New  York,  who  had  been  on  a 
business  trip  to  its  Cincinnati  office  and  made 
an  inspection  of  the  company’s  plant  at  Hunt¬ 
ington,  West  Virginia,  returned  to  the  city  the 
first  of  the  week.  He  also  spent  some  time 
at  the  mines  which  are  located  at  Holden, 
West  Virginia. 

E.  Forrest  Powell,  of  E.  Forrest  Powell  & 
Co.,  New  York,  returned  to  his  office  the  first 
of  the  week,  after  spending  about  ten  days  on 
a  business  trip  to  the  Cambria  county  mines, 
and  including  a  visit  to  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Powell 
has  met  with  good  success  in  securing  a  line 
of  high  grade  coals  for  the  company  to  handle 
at  tidewater  and  its  all  rail  trade. 

D.  F.  Connor,  sales  agent  of  Whitney  & 
Kemmerer,  New  York,  reports  that  the  de¬ 
mand  for  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
is  large,  and  the  firm  is  practically  sold  up  on  all 
its  current  tonnage.  The  firm  has  made  im¬ 
portant  advances  in  the  supply  of  its  product 
through  the  development  of  business  in  the 
various  markets,  making  it  a  factor  among  the 
wholesale  houses  in  the  trade. 

Wm.  C.  Mason  &  Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  have 
issued  to  its  patrons  and  friends  in  the  trade,  a 
very  attractive  desk  blotter.  It  is  put  up  in 
pad  form  of  three  pieces  with  a  celluloid  cover. 
The  feature  of  the  blotter,  aside  from  the 
company’s  advertisement,  are  the  pictures  of 
six  pretty  girls  in  different  attitudes  depicting 
the  manner  in  which  coal  orders  should  be 
solicited.  It  is  instructive  and  worth  having. 

Tinsley  Brothers,  at  One  Hundred  and  Thir¬ 
ty-Eighth  street  and  Mott  Haven  Canal,  New 
York,  have  bought  the  old  coal  pockets  of  S. 
Trimmer  &  Son,  located  at  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-Third  streets,  to  erect  a  plant  on  their 
present  yard  site.  The  plant  was  taken  down 
and  reconstructed  to  a  one  thousand  ton  ca¬ 
pacity.  It  is  understood  that  the  new  pocket 
is  about  completed  and  will  greatly  increase 
the  firm’s  facilities  for  handling  a  greater 
quantity  of  coal. 

George  B.  Schooley,  the  central  figure  in 
the  contest  over  the  estate  of  the  late  J.  L. 
Crawford,  was  indicted  for  forgery  by  the 
grand  jury  in  the  final  return  made  on  Novem¬ 
ber  thirteenth,  at  Scranton.  Shortly  after  Schooley 
started  the  contest,  he  was  arrested  at  the  instance 
of  James  G.  Shepard,  one  of  the  heirs,  and  held 
in  bail  for  court  on  the  charge  of  forging  the  name 
of  Mrs.  Crawford  to  the  will  and  codicil  that  he 
was  endeavoring  to  have  probated.  Schooley  will 
be  tried  at  the  next  term  of  criminal  court. 

Announcement  is  made  that  the  corporation  of 
J.  Stuart  Frame  Co.,  of  Baltimore  City,  has  been 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  general 
business  in  coal  and  coke,  with  the  main  office 
in  the  Continental  building,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 
to  take  over  the  business  of  J.  Stuart  Frame  & 
Co.,  which  partnership  has  been  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent.  The  new  company  assumes  all 
contracts  and  liabilities  of  the  retiring  firm  and 
is  authorized  to  receive  all  money  that  is  due, 
or  may  become  due  the  firm  of  J.  Stuart  Frame 
&  Co. 

A  certificate  filed  with  the  secretary  of  state 
at  Albany,  last  week,  complates  the  merger  of 
the  Pittsburg,  Binghamton  &  Eastern  Rail¬ 
road,  the  Tioga  &  Clinton  Railroad  and  the 
Susquehanna  Central  Railroad,  under  the  title 
of  the  Pittsburg,  Binghamton  &  Eastern  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  The  capital  is  said  to  be  twenty 
million  dollars  and  the  principal  offices  at 
Canton,  Bradford  county.  Pa.  The  officers  named 
are;  President,  F.  A.  Sawyer,  of  Canton,  Pa.; 
vice-presidents,  Elliott  F.  Norton  and  J.  A.  Odell, 
of  New  York  city;  treasurer,  C.  F.  Wright,  of 


Susquehanna,  Pa. ;  secretary,  John  Whitemore,  of 
Ridgeway,  Pa. 

Consul  James  McNally,  of  Liege,  reports 
that  the  briquette  industry  of  Belgium  has 
become  quite  an  important  one.  The  exporta¬ 
tion  for  the  first  seven  months  of  the  present 
year,  from  Liege,  amounted  to  253,911  tons.  Of 
this  France  received  110,030;  United  States, 
40,700  tons  and  Germany  32,512.  In  1905  the 
Belgian  State  Railway  consumed  alone  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons.  The 
domestic  use  of  briquettes  is  increasing  yearly, 
many  persons  using  them  for  kitchen  stoves 
and  furnaces. 

1  he  exports  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  United 
States  for  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  are 
reported  by  the  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Labor  as  amounting  to  7,8(59,537  tons,  an  increase 
of  388,879  tons  over  the  same  period  last  year. 
'I'hese  shipments  were  composed  of  1,070,256  tons 
of  anthracite  coal,  5,620,074  tons  bituminous  coal, 
and  577,207  tons  of  coke.  The  imports  of  coal 
and  coke  into  this  country  during  the  same  period 
were  1,454,585  tons,  an  increase  of  231,126  tons, 
included  in  which  were  102,141  tons  of  coke,  and 
17,448  tons  classed  as  anthracite  coal. 

The  Briar  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  composed 
largely  of  Pittsburg  capitalists,  has  awarded  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  sinking  of  four  mine  shafts  and 
the  construction  of  one  thousand  coke  ovens  at 
Khedive,  Pa.  The  property  is  located  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  Uniontown  &  Wheeling  short  line,  which 
will  be  a  part  of  the  extension  of  the  Wabash  to 
be  built  from  Cumberland  to  Wheeling.  The 
I)roposition  complete,  it  is  said,  will  cost  about 
two  million  dollars.  This  enterprise  will  be  the 
first  attempt  to  coke  Greene  county  coal.  A  new 
town  will  be  built  where  the  shafts  are  to  be 
sunk. 

Announcement  was  made  on  Friday,  of  last 
week,  of  the  changes  in  the  vice-presidents  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Rail¬ 
road.  Timothy  E.  Byrnes  succeeds  Percy  R. 
Todd  as  first  vice-president.  He  was  formerly 
assistant  to  President  Mellen,  and  his  office 
will  be  in  New  Haven.  F.  D.  Curtiss,  H.  M. 
Kockersperger  and  E.  H.  Henry  were  appoint¬ 
ed  as  second,  third  and  fourth  vice-presidents, 
respectively.  The  appointments  go  into  effect 
on  December  first.  Mr.  Todd’s  resignation  as 
a  director  of  the  road  was  announced  in  Sep¬ 
tember.  He  had  charge  of  the  traffic  depart¬ 
ment,  until  his  duties  were  assumed  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Mellen  in  the  summer  of  1905. 

G.  Robitzek,  of  Robitzek  &  Brother,  corner 
Rider  avenue  and  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
Seventh  street.  New  York,  reports  the  retail 
trade  as  being  quite  active  in  that  locality  for 
some  weeks  past.  This  trade  is  expecting  con¬ 
siderably  more  business  during  the  cold 
weather,  due  to  the  construction  of  many  new 
dwellings  and  apartment  houses  in  the  past 
year  or  two.  Mr.  Robitzek,  like  other  coal 
merchants  in  the  city,  hopes  for  an  open  win¬ 
ter;  as  one  of  severe  storms  makes  the  delivery 
slow  and  more  costly.  This  was  experienced 
last  year,  when  carting  was  at  a  minimum  of 
cost,  with  a  fair  margin  of  profit  made,  and 
contrasted  favorably  with  the  previous  winter 
during  which  losses  were  sustained  by  the 
heavy  fall  of  snow  and  ice. 

The  tug  Edward  Luckenbach,  with  the  coal¬ 
laden  barges  City  of  Atlanta,  M.  P.  Grace 
and  William  H.  Connor,  from  Newport  News 
for  Providence,  was  reported  on  Wednesday 
of  last  week,  at  Fire  Island,  and  that  the  City 
of  Atlanta  broke  adrift.  The  M.  P.  Grace 
went  ashore  off  Shinnecock  and  is  now  under 
water.  The  Luckenbach  went  in  search  of 
the  missing  barge,  the  City  of  Atlanta,  and 
later  recovered  her.  The  tug  now  proceeded 
to  tow  the  two  barges  to  Providence.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  tug  to  aid  the  crew  aboard 
the  barge  Grace,  it  was  seen  that  an  act  of 
bravery  was  necessary,  but  a  volunteer  crew 
of  the  tug  took  off  the  men  with  Captain 
Schmidt  and  his  family.  The  Captain  remained 
to  the  last  and  when  the  boat  returned  for 


him  he  was  forced  to  jump  overboard  as  the 
waves  had  driven  the  barge  far  up  the  rocks. 
He  was  pulled  into  a  boat  by  a  lifeline.  The 
barge  was  a  total  loss. 

official  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad’s 
traffic  department,  speaking  of  the  freight 
movements  over  the  company’s  lines,  says: 

A  shortage  of  cars  that  continues  to  grow 
more  stringent  is  the  worst  thing  with  which 
the  Pennsylvania  has  to  contend.  Notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  equipment  that  this  company 
has  received  in  the  last  six  months,  it  has  not 
sufficient  cars  to  handle  the  business  offered  it. 
1  he  amount  of  freight  originating  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  increases  daily,  and  there  is 
a  demand  for  cars  that  cannot  begin  to  be  sup¬ 
plied. 

The  operating  department  of  the  company 
is  using  every  means  to  keep  the  traffic  moving 
If  It  were  not  for  the  low-grade  freight  line,  I 
do  not  know  how  we  could  handle  the  busi¬ 
ness.  So  far  there  has  been  no  serious  conges¬ 
tion,  but  I  will  not  forecast  future  conditions, 
particularly  if  the  weather  is  severe.  Between 
7,000  and  8,000  cars  of  freight  pass  a  given 
point  on  the  main  line  every  twenty-four 
hours.” 

The  five-masted  steel  schooner,  Kineo, 
reached  a  wharf  at  Philadelphia,  on  Fri¬ 
day  last,  after  a  voyage  of  two  hundred  and 
seven  days  from  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  The 
vessel  was  given  up  for  lost,  being  sixty  days 
overdue.  The  schooner  sailed  on  January 
twenty-third,  1905,  from  Norfolk,  loaded  with 
coal,  on  her  maiden  voyage  for  the  Philippines, 
and  made  the  trip  in  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
Uiree  days.  The  vessel  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Patten,  and  carries  a  crew  of  fifteen 
men.  During  the  voyage  many  accidents  oc¬ 
curred.  The  steam  gear,  by  which  sails  were 
raised  and  anchors  handled,  was  put  out  of 
order  at  various  times,  and  all  hands,  including 
the  wife  of  the  captain  were  compelled  to 
take  their  turn  at  the  pumps.  Mrs.  Patten,  on 
her  arrival,  said;  ’’Thank  God!  I  have  been 
eighteen  months  on  the  water,  and  I  will  never 
go  on  another  ship.”  Discharging  her  cargo, 
she  then  sailed  for  Australia,  and  ran  into  a 
typhoon.  On  this  voyage  every  one  on  the 
vessel  was  stricken  with  beri-beri,  except  the 
Captain’s  nine-year-old  daughter.  The  vessel 
was  finally  picked  up  and  towed  to  Brisbane, 
Australia,  where  one  of  the  seamen  died.  After 
a  delay  of  two  months,  to  allow  the  crew  to 
recover,  the  Kineo  sailed  to  Hawaiian  Islands 
and  took  on  a  cargo  of  suga^  for  Philadelphia. 

The  following  statement  is  authorized  on 
behalf  of  the  anthracite  coal  operators : 

The  wages  of  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  anthracite  mine  workers  have 
been  steadily  raised  since  the  first  of  June  by 
the  operation  of  the  sliding  scale  established 
by  the  Anthracite  Strike  Commission.  The 
seven  per  cent  increase  which  the  miners  will 
receive  on  this  month’s  production  is  the  cul¬ 
mination  of  an  upward  wage  movement  which 
began  with  one  per  cent  in  July  and  reached 
four  per  cent  in  October.  Up  to  the  end  of 
October,  the  eight  principal  anthracite  produc¬ 
ers  paid  out  about  one  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  increase  of  wages 
over  and  above  what  the  miners  would  have 
received  under  the  June  scale.  The  total  would 
be  largely  increased  if  the  wages  paid  by  other 
operators  were  added. 

The  benefits  received  by  the  miners  under 
the  sliding  scale  system  are  in  addition  to  the 
direct  wage  increase  of  ten  per  cent  and  other 
advantages  which  the  miners  obtained  under 
the  award  of  the  Strike  Commission,  the 
second  three-year  period  of  which  began  last 
April. 

The  anthracite  industry  is  somewhat  unique 
in  that  the  wages  of  the  workingmen  go  up 
automatically  with  every  increase  in  the  sell¬ 
ing  price  of  the  product,  the  miners  receiving 
an  additional  one  per  cent  in  wages  for  every 
five-cent  advance  of  the  wholesale  price  of  coal 
over  $4.50  a  ton  at  tidewater. 
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THE  BLACK  D I AMONP 

Application  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act 

to  Shippers. 


Mandamus  and  Other  Writs. 

The  circuit  courts  and  district  courts  are  au¬ 
thorized,  upon  the  application  of  the  attorney- 
general,  at  the  request  of  the  commission,  to 
issue  writs  of  mandamus  compelling  a  common 
carrier  subject  to  the  act  to  comply  with  the 

provisions  thereof.  . 

On  the  relation  of  any  one,  who  as  relator  is 
injured  by  reason  of  the  carrier  failing  to  re¬ 
move  his  interstate  traffic  at  the  same  rates  as 
charged  others,  or  upon  as  favorable  terms  and 
conditions  as  given  like  traffic  under  similar 
circumstances,  the  circuit  and  district  courts  are 
given  jurisdiction  to  issue  writs  of  mandamus. 
This  remedy  is  cumulative  and  does  not  affect 

other  remedies.  .  . 

If  the  interstate  commerce  commission  has  rea¬ 
sonable  grounds  for  belief  that  a  carrier  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  carriage  of  passengers  or  property 
at  less  than  filed  published  tariff  or  committing 
any  discrimination  forbidden  by  law,  it  may  file 
a  petition  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  UnUed 
States  sitting  in  equity  having  jurisdiction,  ihe 
court,  if  it  finds  the  allegations  to  be  true,  is 
authorized  to  enforce  an  observance  of  the  pub¬ 
lished  tariffs,  or  direct  and  require  a  discon¬ 
tinuance  of  the  discrimination  by  proper  orders, 
writs  and  processes. 

Auxiliary  Functions  of  the  Courts. 

Depositions  for  use  before  the  commission  may 
be  taken  before  a  judge  of  the  United  States 

court.  ,  , 

For  disobedience  to  a  subpoena,  the  commis¬ 
sion  or  any  party  to  a  proceeding  may  invoke 
the  aid  of  any  court  of  the  United  States. 

Circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the 
jurisdiction  where  the  inquiry  is  being  carried 
on  in  case  of  continuancy  or  refusal  to  obey  a 
subpoena,  may  issue  an  order  requiring  appear¬ 
ance  and  testimony  before  the  commission.  Dis¬ 
obedience  of  such  order  of  the  court  may  be 
punished  as  contempt. 

The  Long  and  Short  Haul  Clause. 

The  popular  understanding  of  the  so  called 
long  and  short  haul  clause  of  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  act  is,  it  is  believed,  far  different  from 
what  that  clause  really  is,  or  is  by  virtue  of  the 
numerous  decisions  of  the  courts  upon  it.  It 
is  not  infrequent  that  one  hears  comparisons  of 
mileage  and  rates  upon  the  lines  of  different 
carriers.  Those  better  informed  consider  that 
the  short  haul  must  be  included  within  the 
longer;  that  in  no  case  must  the  charge  for  the 
shorter  haul  exceed  the  charge  for  the  longer, 
and,  in  fact  that  it  must  be  less.  If  there  be  a 
portion  of  the  statute  which  the  public  think  has 
been  emasculated  by  the  courts,  it  is  certainly 
the  fourth  section.  _ 

During  the  last  congress,  as  in  the  preceding 
ones,  several  attempts  were  made  to  change  the 
phraseology  of  this  portion  of  the  law.  By  rea¬ 
son  of  the  rule  under  which  the  bill  was  before 
the  house  (as  reported  by  the  committee)  it  was 
necessarily  passed  verbatim.  Thus  no  change 
was  made  in  the  long  and  short  haul  provision. 

Hopelessly  Uncertain. 

The  general  feeling  of  one  who  goes  through 
the  numerous  court  decisions  on  this  branch  of 
the  subject  is  that  it  is  now  in  a  state  of  hope¬ 
less  uncertainty;  that  it  is  of  no  value  whatever, 
and  that  the  discriminations  practiced  by  the 
carriers  against  places^  less  distant  frorri  the 
point  of  origin  are  legion.  The  people  of  any 
city  which  is  geographically  located  on  the  line 
to  a  large  city,  are  constantly  complaining  that 
they  are  charged  as  much  if  not  more  freight 
than  is  paid  to  a  considerable  distance  farther. 
The  chief  complaints  have  been  made  by  places 
striving  to  compete  with  a  larger  place  more 
distant  from  a  given  place  or  origin  or  destina¬ 
tion.  Denver  complains  that  the  transcontinental 
rates  to  that  city  are  more  than  the  rates  to 
San  Francisco.  Danville  objects  to  the  relaBon 
of  rates  prevailing  to  it  and  to  Lynchburg.  The 


number  of  complaints  is  very  large  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  court  cases  is  large.  _  _  . 

In  order  to  learn  just  what  the  provision  is,  it 
should  be  carefully  read.  Section  4  provides ; 

“That  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  common 
carrier  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act  to 
charge  or  receive  any  greater  compensation  in 
the  aggregate  for  the  transportation  of  passen¬ 
gers  or  of  like  kind  of  property,  under  sub¬ 
stantially  similar  circumstances  and  conditions, 
for  shorter  than  for  a  longer  distance  over  the 
same  line,  in  the  same  direction,  the  shorter  be¬ 
ing  included  within  the  longer  distance;  but  this 
shall  not  be  construed  as  authorizing  any  com¬ 
mon  carrier  within  the  terms  of  this  act  to 
charge  and  receive  aS  great  a  compensation  for 
a  shorter  as  for  a  longer  distance:  Provided, 
however.  That  upon  application  to  the  commis¬ 
sion  appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
such  common  carrier  may,  in  special  cases,  after 
investigation  by  the  commission,  be  authorized  to 
charge  less  for  longer  than  for  shorter  distances 
for  the  transportation  of  passengers  or  prop¬ 
erty;  and  the  commission  may  from  time  to 
time’  prescribe  the  extent  to  which  such  desig¬ 
nated  common  carrier  may  be  relieved  from  the 
operation  of  this  section  of  this  act. 

Before  considering  the  decisions  of  the  courts 
upon  this  law,  it  should  be  remarked  that,  from 
the  time  when  railroads  first  began  to  be  con¬ 
structed,  or  rather,  when  they  first  began  to 
make  rates  for  the  transportation  of  passengers 
and  property,  it  has  been  the  custom  to  favor 
particular  localities.  This  was  notably  true  of 
the  terminals ;  where  a  railroad  had  its  terminal, 
there  it  proposed  to  build  up  a  commercial  city, 
and  the  carrier  contributed  to  this  by  the  less 
rate  which  it  made  to  that  point.  It  was  former¬ 
ly,  and  indeed  now,  within  the  power  of  a  car¬ 
rier  to  make  or  •  break  a  town.  So  intimately 
connected  with  the  transportation  of  commodi¬ 
ties  is  our  commercial  life  that  if  one  place  re¬ 
ceive  a  discriminating  rate,  the  place  which  has 
to  pay  more  can  figure  that  the  advanta^s  of 
dairy  farming  in  its  streets  are  more  profitable 
than  commercialism.  Complaints  of  such 
tices  have  existed  from  their  incipiency.  Often 
they  were  well  founded,  yet  often  it  was  a  fancy 
of  the  mind  due  to  home  enterprise.  Connected 
with  this  has  been  the  belief  that  it  has  been  the 
custom  of  carriers  to  charge  more  to  the  in¬ 
terior  points,  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  the 
loss  on  the  longer  hauls  to  the  exterior  points. 
Whether  or  not  this  belief  is  warranted  rests 
upon  what  is  the  cost  of  moving  traffic.  No  one 
seems  to  know ;  and  no  one  dares  hazard  a  guess 
and  then  stand  a  cross  examination  upon  it.  It 
is  frequently  claimed  by  the  representatives  of 
the  carriers  that  there  is  great  profit  m  the  long 
haul ;  that  the  relative  cost  of  operation  per 
mile  diminishes  rapidly  with  the  increase  of  the 
haul.  That  there  is  great  force  in  this  conten¬ 
tion  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  the  relative 
less  cost  of  transportation  per  mile  decreases  a_s 
rapidly  as  is  often  stated  cannot  be  believed 
The  theory  is  the  direct  opposite  of  a  theory  of 
street  railway  transportation,  for  there  it  is 
claimed  the  profit  is  in  the  fares  of  those  who 
ride  a  short  distance.  It_  is  also  urged  that  the 
volume  of  traffic  which  is  destined  to  the  ter¬ 
minal  is  such  as  to  lessen  the  cost.  This  is 
not  of  doubtful  value;  but  when  considered  it 
should  always  be  kept  in  mind  that  a  portion 
at  least,  and  often  a  large  portion,  of  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  traffic  is  the  direct  result  of  the  low 
rstcs 

Specific  Legislation. 

The  interstate  commerce  law  was,  as  is  -well 
known,  modeled  upon  the  English  legislation 
upon  the  subject.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
British  parliament  did  not  include  within  its 
acts  any  wording  similar  to  the  long  and  short 
haul  clause  of  our  law.  The  construction  which 
has  been  placed  upon  the  term  “undue  prefer¬ 
ence”  in  England  has,  however,  been  such  that 
by  the  decision  of  the  English  courts  the  judge- 
made  law  for  Great  Britain  in  this  respect  is 
quite  akin  to  ours.  Our  law  of  long  and  short 
haul  is  the  result  of  specific  legislation  and  the 
interpretation  of  the  courts ;  in  England  the  long 


and  short  haul  law  is  by  virtue  of  the  prohibi¬ 
tion  of  “undue  preference”  to  localities  and  the 
interpretation  of  the  courts.  . 

Probably  it  will  expedite  the  consideration  ot 
the  clause  if  one  first  take  the  decisions  relaung 
to  the  proviso.  A  casual  reading  of  it  might 
lead  one  to  infer  that  before  the  carrier  desiring 
to  charge  for  an  interior  point  as  much  or  more 
than  to  one  farther  distant,  it  must  apply  to  the 
commission  for  permission  to  do  so.  But,  if 
the  proviso  be  read  in  connection  with  the  en¬ 
tire  section,  it  is  clear  that  the  carrier  may  name 
such  a  rate  without  making  an  application.  If, 
however,  the  carrier  do  so,  he  must  be  relying 
upon  the  fact  that  the  circumstances  and  con¬ 
ditions  are  such  that  they  are  not  within  the 
statute,  viz.,  that  they  are  essentially  dissimilar. 

If  the  carrier,  having  determined  in  its  own 
mind  that  the  circumstances  and  conditions  are 
essentially  dissimilar,  choose  to  name  a  higher 
rate  to  Denver  on  transcontinental  traffic  than  to 
San  Francisco,  it  need  not  apply  to  the  cornmis- 
sion  before  putting  such  rates  in  effect.  Hav¬ 
ing  made  such  a  schedule  of  rates,  it  does  so  at 
its  own  risk,  and  if,  in  a  proceeding  brought 
thereafter,  it  appear  that  the  circumstances  and 
conditions  are  essentially  similar — so  as  to  bring 
the  case  within  the  provisions  of  the  section— 
the  carrier  has  violated  the  law.  In  short,  the 
carrier  in  so  acting  acts  at  its  own  peril.  Such 
is  the  weight  of  authority  but  there  are  cases 
which  hold  that  the  carrier  must,  before  it  makes 
rates  in  apparent  violation  of  the  section,  secure 
the  consent  of  the  commission.  These  cases  are, 
however,  disapproved  or  overruled  by  the  cases 
first  considered.  .  . 

If  the  carrier  apply  to  the  commission,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  proviso,  and  show  or  attempt 
to  show  that  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
are  essentially  dissimilar,  but  the  commission  be 
of  the  opinion  that  they  are  such  as  fall  within 
the  wording  of  the  section  and  deny  the  per¬ 
mission  asked,  it  is  not  unlawful  for  the  carrier 
to  make  a  greater  charge  for  the  shorter  than 
the  long  haul.  Thus  if,  upon  application  to  the 
commission,  it  should  determine  with  respect 
to  particular  traffic  that  the  transcontinental  rate 
to  Denver  should  not  exceed  the  transcoriti- 
nental  rate  to  San  Francisco,  and  make  an  order 
prohibiting  such  a  charge,  the  carrier  does  not 
violate  the  law  if,  in  a  court  proceeding,  it  be 
determined  that  the  circumstances  and  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  traffic  on  the  particular  commodUy 
to  Denver  are  essentially  dissimilar  to  the  traffic 
to  San  Francisco. 

If  the  traffic  moves  under  such  circumstances 
and  conditions  that  it  rnay  be  said  that  in  each 
instance  they  are  essentially  similar,  the  carrier 
is  under  a  duty  to  obtain  relief,  if  it  can,  by  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  commission.  If  the  carrier  does 
not  secure  the  permission  to  make  such  a  relation 
of  charges  as  it  desires  under  such  a  state  of 
facts,  it  has  violated  the  law.  _  , 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  section  provides  for 
charges  over  the  same  “line.”  This  is  not  syn¬ 
onymous  with  the  term  “carrier,”  nor  with  the 
term  “railroad.”  Each  of  two  carriers  may  use 
the  same  tracks,  but  they  would  be  distinct 

One  carrier  may  lease  tracks  of  another,  and 
under  such  circumstances  it  was  held  that  the 
joint  use  of  tracks  did  not  create  the  same  line, 
and,  further,  that  the  law  did  not  compel  either 
company  to  make  its  tariff  with  respect  to  that 
of  the  other  company. 

At  the  special  convention  of  district  No. 
11,  United  Mine  Workers,  recently  held  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  it  was  voted  to  sustain  the 
ruling  of  the  district  officers  in  the  top  coal 
question.  The  vote  was  161  to  56.  H 
been  stated  that  the  members  of  the  Elev¬ 
enth  district  were  anxious  to  oust  the  present 
officers,  as  it  was  alleged  they  had  acted  in 
bad  faith  on  questions  affecting 
along  the  Vandalia  road.  It  was  established, 
however,  that  the  position  taken  by  the  lead¬ 
ers  was  the  only  one  which  could  have  been 
maintained. 
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Office  of  TtiE  Black  Diamond, 
PiTTSBUKG,  Nov.  24. 

The  principal  item  of  interest  and 
topic  of  conversation  in  Pittsburg 
during  the  week  relative  to  the  coal 
trade  was  the  banner  record  of  ship¬ 
ments  made  in  two  days  by  the  river 
route.  Not  for  many  years  has  such 
a  heavy  cargo  gone  forward.  For  a 
number  of  months  past  there  has  not 
been  sufficient  water  in  the  rivers  to 
permit  the  shipping  of  even  light 
draught  boats  or  barges.  Coal  accu¬ 
mulated  daily  until  the  amount  on 
hand  totaled  the  immense  number  of 
over  30,000,000  bushels.  The  major 
part  of  this  stock  got  away  on  the 
present  rise.  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
that  all  of  it  will  get  to  its  destina¬ 
tion  in  safety,  but  it  is  not  likely  that 
it  will.  Already  one  steamer  has  run 
aground  and  her  cargo  is  lost,  and 
the  experience  of  former  years  is  that 
a  certain  portion  of  the  product  that 
starts  out  on  a  heavy  rise  is  lost.  The 
river  coal  tonnage  for  the  first  ten 
months  of  1906  was  7,951,969  tons,  on 
the  Monongahela  river.  Most  of  the 
coal  going  south  by  river  is  received 
at  the  Pittsburg  harbor  over  the  Mo¬ 
nongahela  river.  Compare  these  fig¬ 
ures  with  the  enormous  tonnage  that 
has  just  gone  forward  and  an  idea  is 
obtained  of  the  great  importance  and 
value  of  a  navigable  stream  during 
the  year. 

The  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  for 
the  past  week  over  the  Pennsylvania 
lines  east  of  Erie  and  Pittsburg  show 
an  increase  over  the  previous  week. 

The  car  supply  in  the  district  con¬ 
tinues  in  bad  shape.  Shippers  are 
tired  of  making  complaints,  and  say 
that  it  is  no  use  to  do  so.  “We  are 
at  the  mercy  of  the  car  distributors 
and  must  take  what  he  sends  us.” 
This  is  from  a  prominent  coal  ship¬ 
per  in  our  city.  Pertinent  to  the  car 
shortage  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
many  of  the  prominent  railroads  are 
placing  additional  orders  for  cars,  for 
coal  and  coke  use.  It  will  be  some 
time,  however,  before  these  can  be 
made  and  put  in  use.  After  all,  our 
vital  point  regarding  the  car  short¬ 
age  is  the  system  and  not  the  supply, 
if  the  railroads  had  a  better  system 
and  could  keep  their  cars  at  home,  the 
situation  would  not  be  nearly  as  bad 
as  it  now  is. 

The  mines  in  the  district  are  all 
busy  and  many  of  them  are  short  of 
men.  Wages  continue  at  the  top 
notch  figures  and  the  coal  miner  is 
not  only  a  much  wanted,  but  a  well 
paid  man  in  this  section. 

There  are  no  strikes  to  report;  in 
fact,  the  miners  seem  to  be  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  work  and  in  many 
cases  mines  are  running  extra  time 
and  the  men  are  putting  in  labor  on 
extra  shifts. 

Many  of  the  officials  of  the  Mine 
Workers’  association  are  busy  through 
the  district  electioneering.  The  an¬ 
nual  election  of  their  officers  will  oc¬ 
cur  shortly  and  much  interest  is  being 
taken  by  the  men. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  now 
obtained  full  control  of  all  of  the 
mines  on  the  West  Side  Belt  Line 
railroad,  which  is  owned  by  the  Wa¬ 
bash  road.  For  some  months  this 
matter  has  been  held  up  and  is  just 
now  decided  in  favor  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany. 

The  long  drawn  out  litigation  in 
connection  with  the  Harwich  mine  of 
the  Allegheny  Coal  Co.  has  again  been 
indefinitely  postponed  by  the  court 
judge.  It  seems  to  be  impossible  for 


•even  experts  to  agree  on  the  matter 
of  safety  in  connection  with  the  use 
of  lights  or  electric  power  in  this 
mine.  The  Westinghouse  Electric  & 
Manufacturing  Co.  report  the  sale  for 
last  month  of  forty  special  electric 
locomotives  to  coal  companies  for  use 
in  coal  mines,  and  add  that  they  are  in 
receipt  of  numerous  inquiries  from 
coal  concerns  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

There  is  but  little  change  to  report 
in  prices  in  either  coal  or  coke.  The 
present  heavy  shipments  by  water  will 
have  but  little  effect  on  the  general 
market.  The  demand  still  keeps 
ahead  of  the  supply  and  the  outlook 
is  for  a  continuance  of  the  present 
heavy  trade  during  the  winter  months. 
Run-of-mine  coal  continues  strong  at 
$1.70@1.85  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine; 
three-quarter  inch  is  listed  at  $1.20@ 
1.60  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  lump 
coal  is  selling  at  $2.00@2.25  per  ton, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack  continues 
at  $1.00@1.10  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine. 

The  coke  market  continues  without 
change.  Eurnace  coke  is  strong  at 
$3.25@3.50  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens; 
foundry  grade  is  selling  at  $3.90@ 
4.10  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  On 
both  grades  the  demand  is  heavy; 
producers  continue  shy  on  booking 
orders  either  for  present  or  future 
delivery. 

There  is  no  change  to  note  in  prices 
of  either  coal  or  coke  at  retail.  The 
market  continues  in  good  condition, 
although  the  weather  for  the  week 
has  been  exceedingly  mild. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  origi¬ 
nating  on  the  Pennsylvania  lines  east 
of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week 
ending  November  seventeen  again  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  1,000,000  ton  mark,  the  ag¬ 
gregate  being  1,025,581  tons. 

October  made  a  good  record  in 
amount  of  tonnage  of  the  Mononga¬ 
hela  river.  The  records  just  compiled 
shows  1,010,203  tons  were  carried  in 
boats  of  the  Monongahela  river  and 
of  that  amount  835,640  tons  were  coal. 
The  record  for  the  ten  months  of  this 
year  is  9,482,104  tons,  of  which  7,- 
951,969  were  coal.  The  tonnage  of 
the  river  was  unusually  heavy  consid¬ 
ering  the  conditions. 

A  large  delegation  of  Pittsburgers 
will  attend  the  Rivers  and  Harbors 
congress,  which  will  be  held  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  December  sixth  and 
seventh.  One  object  of  the  meeting 
will  be  to  boom  the  proposed  $50,000,- 
000  rivers  and  harbor  bill.  Congress¬ 
man  Joseph  E.  Ransdell  of  Louisiana 
is  president  of  the  congress.  It  is 
expected  that  President  Roosevelt 
will  be  one  of  the  speakers. 

The  defendants  in  the  equity  suit 
of  the  Wilmore  Coal  Co.  against  J. 
Wilson  Brown  and  the  new  Amster¬ 
dam  Coal  Co.  have  made  an  applica¬ 
tion  for  a  new  trial  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  court.  The  action  was 
to  compel  the  annulment  of  seventeen 
coal  leases  in  Somerset  county,  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  defendant  company 
about  twenty-five  years  ago.  A  de¬ 
cision  favorable  to  the  plaintiff  com¬ 
pany  was  rendered  in  this  court  two 
months  ago. 

Miners  of  the  Pittsburg  district  are 
much  interested  in  the  election  of  of¬ 


ficers  of  district  No.  5,  as  the  contest 
will  in  all  likelihood  be  a  spirited  one. 
The  election  of  Francis  Feehan  to 
succeed  himself  as  president  of  the 
district  will  have  but  little  or  no  op¬ 
position.  Mr.  Feehan  succeeded  Pat 
Dolan  and  has  had  a  hard  time  to 
hold  down  his  job,  yet  he  has  made 
a  good  record  and  is  popular  with 
both  miner  and  producer.  The  other 
candidates,  it  is  said,  will  have  con¬ 
siderable  opposition  to  their  re-elec¬ 
tion. 

Commodore  J.  Frank  Tilley  of  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Exchange  has  returned 
from  St.  Louis,  where  he  attended 
the  Lakes-to-the-Gulf  deep  waterway 
convention.  He  reports  that  the  con¬ 
vention  was  a  complete  success,  being 
attended  by  more  than  1,600  dele¬ 
gates  and  by  the  governors,  senators 
and  representatives  from  the  various 
states  throughout  the  Mississippi  val¬ 
ley.  Mr.  Tilley  attended  the  conven¬ 
tion  as  the  delegate  from  the  Ohio 
Valley  Improvement  association  and 
was  honored  by  being  elected  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  meeting. 

The  Westinghouse  Electric  and 
Manufacturing  Co.,  at  East  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  has  recently  received  orders  for 
forty  electric  mining  locomotives  from 
the  following  firms,  of  an  aggregate 
drawing  capacity  of  214  tons:  The 
Willis  Creek  Coal  Co.,  of  Byesville, 
Ohio;  Williams  Coal  Co.,  McHenry 
Ky. ;  Tom  Boy  gold  mine,  Telluride, 
Colo.;  Sultana  Gold  Mining  Co.,  Oak¬ 
land,  Cal.;  American  Smelters  and 
Securities  Co.,  Covan,  Colo.;  St.  Louis 
Smelting  and  Refining  Co.,  San  Fran¬ 
cois,  Miss.;  Straight  Creek  Coal  Co., 
Pineville,  Ky. ;  California  Petroleum 
Refining  Co.,  San  Francisco,  Cal.; 
Crescent  Coal  Co.,  Wilson  Station, 
Pa.;  Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  Thom¬ 
as,  W.  Va. ;  Gauley  Mountain  Coal 
Co.,  Anstep,  W.  Va.;  McDonald  Col¬ 
liery  Co.,  McDonald,  W.  Va.;  Pine 
Hill  Fuel  Co.,  McDonald,  W.  Va.; 
Moshannon  Coal  Co.,  Osceola  Mills, 


Pa.;  Stuart  Colliery  Co.,  McDonald, 
W.  Va.;  Smith  &  Hunt,  Los  Angeles' 
Cal. ;  J.  J.  Rogers  Co.,  Ausable  Forks, 
N.  Y.,  and  W.  B.  Kelley  Coal  Co., 
Export,  Pa. 

Judge  James  S.  Young,  in  Quartet 
Sessions  court,  during  the  week  heard 
the  arguments  of  counsel  on  the  peti¬ 
tion  of  the  Allegheny  Coal  Co.  for 
permission  to  use  open  lights  and 
electric  power  for  hauling  in  theii 
Harwich  mine.  After  hearing  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  case  Judge  Young  ad¬ 
journed  the  proceedings  until  Novem¬ 
ber  thirtieth.  A  similar  application 
had  been  made  by  the  company  to 
the  mine  inspector  of  the  district 
nearly  a  year  ago.  After  a  consulta¬ 
tion  with  two  other  inspectors  and 
an  examination  of  the  mine  this  per¬ 
mission  was  denied.  The  company 
then  appealed  from  this  decision  and 
three  experts  were  appointed  by  the 
court  to  investigate  the  mine  and  re¬ 
port  if  the  use  of  the  improvement  was 
safe.  This  commission  reported  favor¬ 
ably  to  the  company  and  recommended 
that  the  requests  be  granted  and  the 
mine  inspectors  be  overruled.  Both  the 
mine  inspectors  and  the  coal  company 
were  represented  by  counsel  and  each 
side  produced  several  witnesses  in  sup¬ 
port  of  their  arguments. 

At  a  recent  conference  held  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  between  President  F.  A.  Delano 
and  other  officials  of  the  Wabash  rail¬ 
road  and  H.  M.  Taylor,  president,  and 
F.  L.  Robbins,  chairman  of  the  board 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  an  amica¬ 
ble  agreement  was  reached  relative 
to  the  operation  of  the  mines  along 
the  West  Side  Belt  Line  road.  More 
than  a  year  ago  an  agreement  was  en¬ 
tered  into  whereby'  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  was  to  operate  the  Pittsburg 
Terminal  Railroad  and  Coal  Co.’s 
mines,  situated  along  the  West  Side 
Belt  railroad.  Some  misunderstand¬ 
ing  arose  regarding  the  operations  of 
these  mines,  and  one  or  two  questions 
in  connection  with  the  agreement  had 


OFFICIAL  PUBLICATION 

REPORT 

OF  THE  CONDITION 

U/>e  Railway  Exchange  Bank 

J®  the  commencement  of  business  on 

November,  1906,  as  made  to  the  Auditor  of 
Accounts,  for  tl\o  Stftto  of  Illinois,  pursu&nt  to  Iaw, 

RESOURCES 

LIABILITIES 

Loans  and  Discounts  . 
Overdrafts . 

$668,475  16 
374  99 

i 

668,850  15 

82,240  00 

Capital  Stock  paid  in.. 

Surplus  Fund . 

Undivided  profits,  less 
expenses  and  taxes 

paid . 

Dividends  unpaid. ... 
Time  Deposits : 

$2.50  000  00 
None 

3,544  71 
None 

$ 

United  States  Bonds, 
including  Premiums. 
Other  Bonds  and  Se¬ 
curities,  including 

None 

82,240  00 
None 

^  253,544  71 

1 

1 

Banking  House . 

81.366  80 
2,937  25 

561  738  70 

1 

Other  Real  Estate 
owned  by  the  bank 
Furniture  and  Fixtures 

None 
18,000  00 

18,000  ( 0 

Certificates . 

Demand  Deposits; 
Individual . 

i  84.324  05 

Due  from  National 

45,769  93 

Certificates . 

3.089  18 
1,123  01 
1,197  77 

None 

Duefrom  State  Banks 

and  Bankers . 

Exchanges  for  Clear¬ 
ing  House . 

32,680  96 

None 

78,450  89 

Cashier’s  Check... 
Due  to  other  banks  : 

National . 

State  Banks  and 

Bankers  . 

Notes  and  Bills  redis¬ 
counted  . 

567.148  66 

Checks  and  other 

20,895  87 

None 

Collections  in  transit  . 

135  19 

21,031  06 

Cash  on  hand  : 

487  50 

4,750  00 
1,468  10 

12,775  00 

5  000  00 

8,500  00 

3,464  72 

Bills  payable . 

None 

a.  Gold  Coin . 

"  Treas¬ 

ury  Certiheates 

b.  Silver  Coin . 

“  Treas¬ 

ury  Certificates 

c.  National  Bank 

Currency . 

d.  Legal  Tender 

and  Treasury 
Notes . 

e.  Fractional  Cur¬ 
rency,  Nickels 
and  Cents . 

36,445  32 

Total.... 1  | 

$905,017  42 

Total....] 

$905,017  42 

STATE  or  ILLINOIS.  ] 

County  of  Cook.  j  ’  /,  George  Merryzveather,  President 

of  Railway  Exchange  Bank,  Chicago,  do  soletmdy  swear  that  the 
above  statement  is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

George  Merryweather,  President. 
Subscribed  arid  sworn  to  before  me  this  twentieth  day  of  November,  igo6. 
[seal!  Thomas  j.  Gregory,  Notary  Public. 

^0.  21] 
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ever  been  settled.  President  Delano 
xpresses  himself  as  being  well 
leased  with  the  progress  of  the  work 
ere  and  the  increase  in  traffic  on 
he  Wabash  system.  He  also  stated 
hat  the  Wabash  company  had  asked 
or  bids  on  a  large  number  of  cars 
nd  locomotives  and  that  a  contract 
or  the  new  equipment  would  be 
warded  in  the  near  future. 


Effort  to  Retain  Coal 
Testing  Plant. 

The  United  States  coal-testing  station 
1  Forest  Park  will  soon  have  to  seek 
ther  quarters,  unless  some  arrange- 
lent  can  be  effected  between  the  mu- 
icipal  authorities  and  the  Louisiana 
’urchase  Exposition  Co.,  whereby  the 
emporary  buildings  in  which  the  plant 
3  housed  may  be  left  standing  for  a 
ew  months.  Under  the  stipulations 
)etween  the  city  and  the  exposition 
;ompany  all  the  temporary  buildings 
nust  go.  The  Chicago  House  Wreck- 
ig  Co.,  it  is  stated,  will  vacate  about 
lanuary  first.  Their  contract  includes 
he  razing  of  the  buildings  in  which  the 
oal-testing  station  is  located.  Pitts- 
)urg  and  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  Chicago 
vant  the  plant.  They  were  applicants 
vhen  it  was  located  in  St.  Louis.  Chi- 
ago  would  give  it  a  site  in  one  of  her 
larks,  it  is  said.  Pittsburg  offers  a 
ite  and  a  considerable  bonus.  Realiz- 
ng  the  importance  of  the  plant  to  St. 
^ouis,  steps  have  been  taken  to  secure 
nother  location.  The  board  of  direct- 
irs  of  Washington  university,  it  is 
tated,  have  offered  several  acres  of 
and  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
miversity  campus  as  a  site  for  the 
dant.  Dr.  J.  A.  Holmes,  director  of 
he  testing  station,  said  yesterday  that 
le  would  weigh  the  government’s  in- 
erests  and  take  such  action  as  he 
leemed  best  to  conserve  them.  He  said 
he  plant  might  leave  the  city  unless 
in  arrangement  could  be  had  between 
he  city  and  exposition  authorities,  al- 
owing  the  buildings  to  stand  until  the 
)resent  appropriation  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  is  exhausted.  This 
)Iant  was  the  outgrowth  of  the  mines 
md  metallurgy  exhibit  of  the  World’s 
fi'air.  Dr.  Holmes,  who  was  the  head 
)f  that  department,  secured  the  loca- 
;ion  of  the  plant  at  St.  Louis.  It  is 
inder  the  control  of  the  United  States 
geological  survey.  Not  only  has  the 
itation  conducted  valuable  experiments 
311  coal  from  the  different  sections  of 


the  country,  but  tests  have  been  made 
in  steel,  cement  and  other  building  ma¬ 
terials.  Two  exhaustive  reports,  said 
to  have  been  of  immense  value  to  the 
mining  and  building  trades,  have  been 
published.  Congress  has  appropriated 
in  all  probably  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  equipment  and  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  station.  The  machinery 
of  the  plant  is  valued  at  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Besides 
Director  Holmes  about  forty  people  are 
employed  in  various  capacities.  Some 
are  scientists.  The  last  congress  appro¬ 
priated  two  hundred  thousand  dollars 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  plant  during 
the  fiscal  year.  So  important  is  the 
work  of  the  station  deemed  that  mine 
operators  have  donated  the  coal  for  the 
tests  and  the  railroads  have  transported 
it  free. 

The  Farm  and  the 
Coal  Mine. 

A  block  of  coal  weighing  nine  thou¬ 
sand  pounds  was  one  of  the  wonders  of 
the  Oklahoma  sta’te  fair.  It  was  dug 
seven  hundred  feet  underground  in  the 
McAlester  district,  and  was  a  fair 
sample  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the 
segregated  coal  and  asphalt  _  lands  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Indi^  Terri¬ 
tory.  But  McAlester  and_  neighboring 
towns  are  not  so  much  interested  m 
the  coal  beneath  the  surface  of  these 
three  hundred  thousand  acres  as  they 
are  in  lifting  the  restrictions  which 
make  of  the  entire  region  between  towns 
a  wilderness,  except  for  the  shanties  of 
the  coal  miners.  The  senate  last  win¬ 
ter  withheld  these  lands  from  sale  in 
order  that  they  might  first  be  visited 
by  a  senate  committee  and  the  real  value 
of  the  coal  deposits,  which  is  said  to  be 
enormous,  fully  ascertained.  When  this 
committee  visits  the  McAlester  region 
next  month  to  look  into  the  coal  prob¬ 
lem  it  will  be  confronted  with  a  propo¬ 
sition  altogether  different,  and  in  the 
estimation  of  the  townspeople  very  much 
more  important.  This  will  be  the  draft 
of  a  bill  embodying  the  wishes  of  fifteen 
towns  on  the  segregated  lands  for  the 
development  of  the  agricultural  possi¬ 
bilities  of  the  region,  which  is  among 
the  most  fertile  in  the  territory.  The 
memorial,  to  be  presented  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  composed  of  a  representative 
from  each  town,  will  ask  the  senators 
to  look  above  ground  as  well  as  below 
and  to  report  in  favor  of  legislation 
disposing  of  the  surface  rights  in  small 
areas  to  farmers.  The  towns  are  not 
much  interested  in  the  coal;  that  will 
take  care  of  itself.  But  if  the  surface 
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is  cultivated  the  produce  of  the  farms 
will  be  worth  more  than  the  coal,  and 
contribute  vastly  more  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  towns.  There  has  not  been  re¬ 
cently  a  more  interesting  illustration 
of  the  interdependence  of  town  and 
farm  than  is  given  in  the  persistent 
efforts  of  the  towns  in  this  region  to 
get  the  segregated  lands  opened  to 
farmers.  Until  the  farmer  goes  upon 
these  lands  they  have  no  nearby  cus¬ 
tomers  and  they  must  bring  their  farm 
produce  from  a  distance.  By  giving 
favorable  consideration  to  the  memorial 
of  these  towns  the  senate  committee 
will  not  only  help  the  urban  population 
of  that  part  of  the  new  state,  but  will 
provide  homes  for  some  thousands  of 
American  families  who  can  with  diffi¬ 
culty  find  homesteads  on  the  nearly 
exhausted  public  lands  of  the  United 
States. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  Nov.  22.  —  (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.)  —  In  order  to 
preserve  the  tone  that  has  existed  for 
some  months  past  there  is  no  doubt 
but  that  the  market  needs  the  stimu¬ 
lus  of  more  severe  weather.  Domes¬ 
tic  coal  still  rules  strong  at  $2,  but 
reports  are  that  country  dealers  are 
not  moving  stocks  very  rapidly.  In 
very  few  quarters  is  any  fear  ex¬ 
pressed  that  prices  will  suffer  from 
this  cause,  but  the  fact  that  such  a 
supposition  exists  at  all  is  in  marked 
contrast  with  the  general  premium 
talk  of  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Any  signs  of  easing  up  seems  to  be 
confined  to  the  smaller  jobbers  and 
operators.  The  big  fellows,  who  are 
perfectly  organized  in  their  sales  de¬ 
partment,  claim  to  see  no  indication 
of  not  being  able  to  sell  all  the  coal 
that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  get  to 
the  market  for  months  to  come. 

Present  Conditions  Unsatisfactory. 

The  fact  of  a  strong  demand  does 
not  mean,  however,  that  coal  men  are 
basking  in  an  era  of  unexampled  pros¬ 
perity.  A  wholly  inadequate  car  sup¬ 
ply  robs  the  situation  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  of  its  advantages  in  other  re¬ 
spects.  Even  should  the  most  rosy 
dreams  of  premiums  be  realized  they 
would  not  offset  the  handicap  of  the 
car  famine,  for  the  reason  that  oper¬ 
ators  can  participate  to  a  limited  ex¬ 
tent  in  the  higher  prices  commanded 
by  transient  business. 

As  a  case  in  point,  the  instance  is 
cited  of  one  of  the  large  companies 
which  on  one  day  this  week  loaded 
433  cars.  Out  of  this  number  398 
went  to  contract  business  at  the  corn- 
paratively  low  prices  at  which  this 
class  of  trade  is  taken,  leaving  only 
thirty-six  cars  that  commanded  the 
current  circular.  It  is  claimed  that 
with  a  company  having  larger  fixed 
expenses  a  car  supply  that  falls  under 
sixty  or  sixty-five  per  cent  leaves  lit¬ 
tle  opportunity  for  profits. 

Features  of  the  Car  Shortage. 

For  the  Hocking  valley  the  supply 
of  cars  still  ranges  from  thirty-five  to 
forty  per  cent  on  the  average,  the  va¬ 
rious  localities  being  affected  in  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees.  On  the  Kanawha  & 
Michigan  conditions  are  reported  as 
being  much  more  satisfactory,  some 
of  the  operators  reporting  quite  a 
satisfactory  output. 

The  large  number  of  non-air  cars 
confined  to  way  points  makes  coal 
very  plentiful  in  Columbus.  Some  re¬ 
tail  dealers  profess  to  believe  that  this 
will  force  down  prices  at  the  mines, 
but  as  yet  there  has  been  no  reported 
instance  of  cutting  on  domestic  coals. 

( 

Columbus  Retail  Trade. 

The  market  for  domestic  lump  has 
settled  down  to  the  uniform  prices  of 
$3.50  and  $3.75,  which  are  likely  to  be 
in  force  throughout  the  winter.  The 
public  scare  of  probable  extortionate 
figures  has  subsided.  A  large  retail 
dealer  reports  that  winter  stocks  are 
being  laid  in  by  consumers  with  more 
forehandedness  than  usual,  and  that 
this  is  proving  one  of  the  best  seasons 
in  his  experience. 

One  of  the  most  competent  author¬ 
ities  of  the  Hocking  field  states  that 
there  is  little  prospect  of  improve¬ 
ment  between  now  and  the  first  of 
next  April.  Any  results  realized  from 
the  increased  per  diem  charges  is 
likely  to  be  more  than  offset  by  the 


natural  impediments  to  transporta¬ 
tion  incident  to  the  winter  season. 

Ohio  Demurrage  Hearing. 

The  following  well  known  coal  men 
were  in  the  city  last  week  as  wit¬ 
nesses  in  the  hearing  of  the  demur¬ 
rage  case  brought  by  the  Ohio  Ship¬ 
pers’  association  before  the  State 
Railway  Commission.  John  A.  Mur¬ 
phy,  of  the  Patternson-Murphy  Co., 
Dayton;  E.  H.  Herr,  Dayton;  J.  B. 
Conners,  Dayton;  C.  O.  Barnthouse, 
Agosta;  John  Heiser,  Sidney;  J.  N. 
Baldwin,  Niles;  S.  S.  Johnson,  Yellow 
Springs;  Willis  Jones,  Mt.  Sterling; 
F.  D.  Howe,  of  Howe  &  Davis,  Find¬ 
lay;  H.  D.  Yates,  Delaware;  Mr. 
Wadsworth,  of  Wadsworth  Bros., 
Warren;  William  Schaefer,  of  the 
Schafer-Suhr  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland.  Co¬ 
lumbus  witnesses  were:  W.  S.  Connor, 
of  M.  A.  Suydam  &  Co.;  A.  Fletcher, 
of  Taylor,  Williams  &  Co.,  and  P.  J. 
Briggs,  of  Briggs  &  Barrere. 

The  hearing  covered  a  part  of  four 
days,  ending  with  Saturday,  the  case 
being  left  open  at  that  time  to  await 
the  submitting  of  statistics  by  Car 
Service  Agent  Timer  of  the  Hocking 
Valley  railway.  The  latter  are  to  cover 
three  periods  of  five  days  each  for  the 
month  of  September,  1906,  and  are 
to  show  the  condition  of  the  Toledo 
docks,  in  regard  to  car  congestion, 
for  the  period  named.  This  is  to  de¬ 
termine  to  what  extent  the  delay  at 
the  docks  was  responsible  during  the 
periods  of  car  shortage.  It  is  expect¬ 
ed  that  this  report  will  be  forthcom¬ 
ing  within  a  few  weeks. 

The  coal  men  feel  that  they  made 
a  strong  case  before  the  commission 
in  regard  to  the  hardship  upon  the 
retailer  in  curtailing  the  hours  for 
free  unloading  from  ninety-six  to  for¬ 
ty-eight,  the  drift  of  the  evidence  be¬ 
ing  that  coal  has  been  more  vitally 
affected  than  other  commodities  in¬ 
volved  in  the  case.  It  is  believed  that 
even  should  the  old  system  not  be  re¬ 
stored,  some  special  concessions  will 
be  made  in  the  matter  of  coal  trans¬ 
portation.  A  compromise  on  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  seventy-two  hours,  with  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  bunching  of  cars,  is 
looked  upon  as  being  among  the  prob¬ 
abilities. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL 
NOTES. 

E.  S.  Van  Sant,  of  the  Globe  Coal 
Co.,  Chicago,  was  a  recent  visitor 
here. 

Col.  E.  J.  Bird  of  the  Aetna  Iron 
&  Coal  Co.,  Ironton,  Ohio,  was  in  town 
last  week. 

J.  O.  Lavenberg,  manager  for  C. 
B.  Grandy,  Toledo,  was  in  Columbus 
on  Wednesday. 

B.  Whitnell,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  and  Supply  Co.,  Milwaukee,  was 
in  town  this  week. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  of  Detroit,  northern 
sales  agent  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co., 
was  in  the  city  on  Wednesday. 

L.  E.  Ridgeway,  secretary  to  W.  J. 
Hamilton  of  the  Hamilton  Coal  Co., 
is  the  father  of  a  fine  new  baby  boy. 

Smith  Comly,  president  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Fuel  Co.,  has  returned  from  a 
business  trip  to  Cleveland  and  De¬ 
troit. 

O.  E.  Lafleur,  president  of  the 
Moreland  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  a 
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caller  at  local  operators’  headquarters 
last  week. 

C.  W.  Thompson,  secretary-treasu¬ 
rer  of  the  New  York  Coal  Co.,  is 
back  at  his  desk  from  a  business  trip 
to  Detroit. 

C.  E.  Cartwright,  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Youghiogheny  Gas  Coal 
Co.,  Detroit,  was  among  recent  visit¬ 
ors  to  Columbus. 

J.  F.  Russell,  sales  agent  of  the 
Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  the 
fore  part  of  the  week  on  a  hunting 
trip  to  eastern  Ohio. 

George  H.  Barker,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  Maynard  Bros.,  has  been 
spending  the  week  in  the  anthracite 
region  of  Pennsylvania. 

H.  T.  Powell,  formerly  city  man¬ 
ager  for  the  Columbus  and  Hocking 
Coal  and  Iron  Co.,  is  at  Mattewan, 
W.  Va.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  audit¬ 
ing  the  accounts  of  a  large  coal  con¬ 
cern. 

J.  W.  Blower,  general  manager  of 
the  Hisylvania  Coal  Co.,  is  able  to  be 
at  his  office  again  after  an  attack  of 
throat  trouble.  Several  members  of 
his  family  have  been  ill  from  the 
same  cause. 

E.  M.  Poston,  president  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Co.,  sailed  on  Tuesday  for 
a  two  months’  visit  to  Germany.  He 
was  accompanied  as  far  as  New  York 
by  E.  F.  McManigal,  land  agent  of 
the  company. 

The  yard  office  of  the  Tailor-Wil¬ 
liams  Coal  Co.  was  demolished  on 
Saturday  last  by  a  section  of  Norfolk  & 
Western  cars  running  into  it.  The 
man  in  charge  of  the  office  had  a  nar¬ 
row  escape  with  his  life.  The  same 
firm  suffered  a  similar  accident  about 
a  year  ago. 

The  Johnson  Coal  Co.  suffered  a’ 
$4,000  loss  by  fire  on  Friday  night  of 
last  week  at  the  stables  of  their  re¬ 
tail  yards.  Twelve  head  of  valuable 
horses  were  burned,  also  harness,  feed 
and  other  contents.  The  fire  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  due  to  defective 
electric  wiring. 

The  court  has  refused  to  confirm 
the  sale  of  the  McLeisch  Coal  Co.  to 
G.  W.  Newton,  of  Dennison,  at  his 
bid  of  $17,500.  The  property  was  ap¬ 
praised  at  $80,000  and  creditors  al¬ 
leged  a  collusion  among  possible  pur¬ 
chasers.  R.  C.  Wharton,  receiver, 
was  directed  by  the  court  to  draw 
up  an  offer  to  lease  at  $5,600,  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  a  proposition  which 
had  been  submitted  by  him. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


The  ever  varying  trend  of  time  carries  us  on  through  the  season,  each 
week  being  characterized  either  by  the  mild  weather,  car  shortage, 
excessive  demand,  advance  in  prices  or  other  features  which  make 
up  the  history  of  the  coal  industry.  This  week  it  is  described  as  a  weather 
market.  The  demand  and  supply  are  nearly  in  equilibrium  but  of  course 
most  of  the  coal  which  comes  into  the  market  must  be  applied  on  contracts 
and  back  orders.  Many  selling  agents  having  contracts  with  the  large  indus¬ 
trial  concerns  are  seriously  affected  by  the  car  shortage.  For  this  reason 
contractors  are  going  in  the  open  market  trying  to  buy  coal  from  jobbers, 
which  tends  to  make  the  demand  seem  somewhat  greater  than  it  really  is. 
Prices  in  general  are  strong,  yet  there  are  some  signs  of  weakness  in 
western  coals.  The  characteristics  of  the  market  are  somewhat  indicated 
by  the  nature  of  the  mail  of  selling  agents  and  operators.  It  is  claimed  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  correspondence  is  given  up  to  answering  com¬ 
plaints  and  explaining  delays  in  shipment. 

The  State  of  the  Car  Supply. 

The  number  of  cars  available  for  transporting  coal  to  market  is 
somewhat  greater  than  last  week  owing  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  docks 
have  already  put  in  the  normal  supply  of  coal.  Throughout  Indiana  there  is 
great  excitement  over  the  car  situation.  Many  leading  coal  dealers  and 
members  of  the  industry  are  endeavoring  to  have  a  bill  passed  by  the  next 
legislature  making  it  possible  for  the  railroad  commission  to  compel  rail¬ 
roads  to  furnish  sufficient  transportation  facilities  to  meet  urgent  demands. 
There  are  dozens  of  large  manufacturing  concerns  which  are  losing  thousands 
of  dollars  because  they  cannot  secure  fuel.  This  has  its  usual  effect  upon 
labor  and  it  is  reported  that  thousands  of  employes  may  be  out  of  work  in 
the  near  future. 

The  Southern  Indiana  railroad  has  placed  a  new  embargo  against  the 
Big  Four.  This,  with  the  embargo  already  prevailing  against  the  Vandalia, 
tends  to  greatly  mitigate  the  dispatch  of  coal  for  market.  The  mild  weather 
has  been  a  great  help  to  the  railroads  in  facilitating  transportation.  When 
the  winter  storms  come,  the  car  shortage  will,  of  course,  be  greatly  increased. 
Rail  business  throughout  the  country  is  very  active.  In  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  operators  are  not  securing  more  than  one-sixth  of  their  actual  needs. 
The  Hocking  Valley  district  reports  little  better  condition  of  affairs.  It  is 
said  that  the  percentage  in  some  cases  is  as  high  as  forty  per  cent.  General 
traffic  managers  claim  that  there  is  no  immediate  hope  of  improvement. 

State  of  the  Anthracite  Market. 

There  is  a  notable  shortage  of  nut  coal  in  the  western  markets. 
Throughout  the  east,  however,  chestnut  and  other  domestic  sizes  continue 
to  be  in  very  strong  demand.  There  is  a  notable  increase  in  the  demand 
for  anthracite  in  the  country,  which  probably  is  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the 
fact  that  retailers  in  rural  districts  are  unable  to  get  prompt  deliveries  on 
account  of  the  recent  ruling  of  the  railroads  relative  to  not  permitting  their 
cars  to  go  onto  foreign  lines.  All-rail  business  is  very  active  in  all  parts 
of  the  country.  The  docks  are  taking  care  of  orders  in  very  good  shape 
although  they  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  cars  to  trans¬ 
port  the  product.  Many  retailers  believe  that  selling  agents  are  giving  pref¬ 
erence  in  many  cases  which  explains  the  delay  in  shipments,  but  it  is  not 
probable  that  there  is  very  much  truth  to  support  this  charge. 

Bituminous  Market  Firm. 

There  is  a  perceptible  falling  off  in  the  western  bituminous  market 
this  week.  Demand  for  steam  sizes,  especially  the  No.  2  buckwheat,  is  active 
in  the  east.  The  predominance  of  smokeless  mine-run,  also  block  screenings, 
has  tended  to  weaken  the  western  market.  Youghiogheny,  splint  coals, 
Fairmont  and  the  domestic  sizes  are  especially  strong.  Indiana  operators 
anticipate  making  an  advance  of  fifteen  cents  the  first  of  the  month.  It  is 
also  reported  that  there  will  be  an  advance  in  Youghiogheny.  There  are 
complaints  from  many  selling  agents  and  operators  that  inferior  grades  of 
Hocking  are  being  substituted  for  the  real  product,  which  has  tended  to 
mitigate  the  demand  for  standard  Hocking.  Youghiogheny  operators  are 
also  claiming  that  substitution  is  being  practiced.  All  splint  coals  are  very 
strong  as  well  as  coals  coming  from  Kentucky.  It  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  any  of  the  cannel  product  and  prices  on  coke  continue  to  increase. 

Eastern  Markets  Firm. 

The  demand  for  all  grades  of  coal  in  the  eastern  market  is  active. 
Many  retailers  and  sales  agents  claim  that  the  business  is  better  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  Stocks  are  shorter  than  usual.  Many 


dealers  are  hoping  that  the  supply  of  coal  will  be  more  easy  after  the  close 
of  navigation.  There  is  a  shortage  of  stocks  in  many  of  tlie  other  districts 
on  account  of  the  refusal  of  railroads  to  permit  their  cars  to  go  to  foreign 
lines.  The  coastwise  trade  is  characterized  by  a  shortage  of  coal,  which  also 
describes  the  condition  of  the  storage  plants.  In  New  York  harbor  boats 
are  scarce  and  steam  coals  are  in  very  strong  demand.  It  is  almost  impos¬ 
sible  to  find  any  available  No.  2  buckwheat.  Vessels  are  arriving  from  the 
east  which  tends  to  augment  the  supply.  The  sound  trade  is  very  active. 
The  transportation  of  coal  from  the  mines  to  tidewater  is  very  slow  and 
there  is  much  complaint  relative  to  the  slow  return  of  empties  to  the  mines. 
Markets  throughout  western  Pennsylvania  are  in  good  healthy  tone.  The 
car  situation  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  acute  and  operators  are  not 
receiving  in  many  cases  more  than  twenty  per  cent  enough  cars  to  meet 
immediate  demands. 

The  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  during  the  past  week  were  very  heavy 
and  there  was  great  interest  shown  in  the  large  water  shipments.  Ihe 
retail  market  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week.  1  here  is  some  labor 
trouble  experienced  in  the  Allegheny  valley,  which,  together  with  the  car 
shortage,  makes  it  very  difficult  to  get  coal  to  market.  The  Areola  Coal  Co., 
has  resumed  operations  after  being  idle  since  last  April.  The  Wheeling 
district  reports  much  interest  as  being  shown  in  the  special  commission 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  revise  the  state  mining  law  and  the  Charleston 
Chamber  of  Commerce  has  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  discrim¬ 
inations  of  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad.  The  Baltimore  shipping  trade  is 
active.  Export  business  is  booming  and  prices  on  bituminous  are  advancing. 
Very  little  spot  coal  is  available  and  almost  all  of  the  product  shipped  to 
market  is  being  taken  up  by  contract. 

Western  Markets  Active. 

The  Chicago  market  this  week  shows  a  notable  falling  off  in  demand 
for  western  coals.  Hocking  shows  signs  of  weakness ;  Indiana  and  Illinois 
mine-run  is  in  predominance  and  in  many  cases  has  been  sold  below  the 
circular  price.  The  demand  for  all  domestic  sizes  is  firm  although  not  as 
active  as  last  week.  Selling  agents  claim  that  the  refusal  of  railroads  to 
permit  cars  to  go  to  foreign  lines  has  tended  to  strengthen  the  country  de¬ 
mand  owing  to  the  fact  that  Chicago  is  the  general  dumping  ground  for  coal 
which  is  transported  to  the  rural  markets  with  great  difficulty.  Kansas  City 
operators  and  selling  agents  are  extremely  interested  in  the  recent  ruling 
of  the  Kansas  Gas  Co.,  to  the  effect  that  the  largest  consumers  will  not  be 
permitted  to  use  gas  until  the  new  parallel  line  is  installed.  This  ruling  was 
made  because  the  pressure  is  so  weak  that  the  new  plant  will  not  give 
satisfactory  results.  Car  shortage  on  the  Santa  Fe  is  worse  than  ever  before. 
There  are  signs  of  an  excessive  demand  for  coal  throughout  Nebraska.  The 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  has  ceased  to  haul  grain  for  a  time,  permitting 
coal  yards  to  replenish  their  stocks.  The  markets  throughout  the  northwest 
are  active.  The  report  comes  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  the  effect  that 
stocks  are  approximately  fifty  per  cent  less  than  last  year  at  this  time.  Ten¬ 
nessee  operators  and  sales  agents  are  taking  great  interest  in  the  available 
coal,  occasioned  by  the  recent  water  transportation.  The  retailers  at  Mem¬ 
phis  are  in  a  better  state  of  harmony  than  for  some  time  past  and  the  war 
in  cutting  prices  has  greatly  abated.  Recent  floods  have  interrupted  freight 
transportation  perceptibly  in  west  Tennessee.  Almost  every  railroad  going 
into  Memphis  was  compelled  to  suspend  operations.  In  southern  Ohio  there 
is  a  notable  weakening  of  the  market,  due  to  the  mild  weather  and  the  large 
amount  of  river  coal  available.  Many  assert  that  prices  have  risen  to  the 
zenith.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  giving  better  car  service  than  in  some 
weeks.  The  retail  trade  is  not  characterized  as  especially  heavy  owing  to  the 
fact  that  dealers  anticipate  a  lowering  of  prices  on  account  of  the  predomi¬ 
nance  of  river  coal  which  will  be  thrown  on  the  market  with  the  current  rise 
of  the  rivers. 

The  coke  market  is  reported  firm  and  very  little  of  the  product  is 
available.  Hocking  Valley  is  said  to  have  a  strong  and  steady  market. 
Domestic  lump  is  very  scarce.  Retailers,  however,  who  handle  the  most 
desirable  grades  of  coal  are  feeling  a  weakened  demand  on  account  of  the 
mild  weather.  Steam  coal  is  firm.  Many  mining  operations  have  been  sus¬ 
pended  on  account  of  the  car  shortage  which  is  only  about  forty  per  cent  of 
requirements.  The  service,  however,  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad 
is  better  and  in  many  cases  approximates  sixty  per  cent.  On  the  whole  this 
week  the  market  is  in  a  good  healthy  condition  and  the  only  change  which  is 
needed  is  a  little  cold  weather  which  would  immediately  produce  a  strong 
demand  and  very  perceptible  activity. 
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There  is  an  apprecialile  decline  this  week  in 
the  demand  for  western  coals.  'J  he  demand  for 
steam  coals  and  those  used  for  melting  and  mal¬ 
leable  purposes  is  firm.  The  domestic  sizes  are 
receiving  a  strong  demand  and  the  country  busi¬ 
ness  is  active.  'I'here  is  not  as  much  new  busi¬ 
ness  coming  in  this  week  as  last.  Buyers  are 
giving  more  attention  to  getting  coal  already  or¬ 
dered  than  in  jilacing  new  orders  in  the  market. 
The  greater  percentage  of  the  mail  of  sales 
agents  consists  of  complaints  and  orders  for  rush 
deliveries  on  coal  ordered  weeks  ago.  There  is 
quite  a  predominance  of  Illinois  and  Indiana 
mine  run,  also  smokeless  mine  run.  Hocking 
operators  are  holding  to  the  circular,  although 
some  coal  is  being  purchased  at  a  discount.  In 
general  the  Hocking  market  is  showing  signs  of 
weakness.  The  weakest  point  of  the  market  is 
on  block  screenings  which  are  about  in  the  same 
condition  as  last  week.  There  is  a  strong  de¬ 
mand  for  Youghiogheny,  Fairmont  and  splint 
coals.  There  is  some  complaint  that  inferior  coal 
is  being  substituted  for  Hocking.  Prices  will  no 
doubt  be  advanced  on  Sullivan  and  Greene  county 
and  Youghiogheny  the  beginning  of  the  month. 
'I'he  supply  of  cars  is  practically  the  same  as  last 
week.  Some  operators  have  ceased  making  ship¬ 
ments  to  lake  ports  which  tends  to  augment  the 
supply  of  cars  to  some  extent.  This  has  made 
the  car  situation  in  the  Hocking  district  a  little 
easier.  Transportation  facilities  in  the  splint 
fields  are  very  inadequate  and  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  get  the  West  Virginia  product  into 
this  market.  The  car  supply  throughout  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Indiana  is  very  bad  and  there  is  no  per¬ 
ceptible  improvement  over  last  week. 

Anthracite  Market  Very  Firm. 

The  scarcity  of  nut  coal  continues  to  increase 
this  week,  owing  to  the  large  western  demand. 
The  market  is  firm  on  egg,  stove  and  grate  and 
selling  agents  are  in  a  position  to  fill  orders  in 
most  cases  promptly.  The  car  supply  for  dock 
shipments  is  a  little  easier  than  it  has  been  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  few  weeks,  although  the  change  is 
not  great  enough  to  be  very  perceptible,  except¬ 
ing  at  a  few  of  the  docks.  Milwaukee  is  not 
suffering  as  much  as  some  other  points.  The 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  is  taking  care  of  its 
business  in  a  very  commendable  manner,  having 
distributed  the  orders  which  were  formerly  filled 
at  the  Calumet  dock  among  its  other  docks.  It 
is  the  general  opinion  that  a  continuous  spell  of 
cold  weather  would  make  it  almost  impossible 
for  sales  agents  to  supply  dealers  with  sufficient 
coal  to  meet  the  current  demand.  The  number 
of  back  orders  on  file  have  diminished  greatly 
during  the  last  few  weeks  of  mild  weather,  and 
operators  and  selling  agents  are  in  a  better  posi¬ 
tion  than  at  any  time  since  October  to  take  care 
of  an  increased  business. 

Illinois  Coals  Active. 

Springfield  coal  is  described  this  week  by 
practically  the  same  terms  as  characterized  it  in 
the  last  issue.  There  was  a  perceptible  slump  in 
the  market  the  middle  of  the  week,  but  later  on 
it  strengthened  and  the  demand  on  the  whole  is 
firm.  Spot  mine  run  sold  as  low  as  $1,  but  it 
is  reported  that  very  little  coal  is  available  at  this 
price  at  the  present  writing.  The  difficulty  in  se¬ 
curing  sufficient  cars  to  haul  the  product  con¬ 
tinues  the  greatest  trouble  with  which  the  opera¬ 
tors  have  to  contend.  Six-inch  lump  is  bringing 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
with  a  firm  market;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump. 


$1.25  f.  o.  1).  the  mine,  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
firm  demand;  nut  coal,  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  market  firm;  egg,  $1..2.> 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  firm 
market. 

1'ranklin  operators  claim  that  there  is  no  per¬ 
ceptible  change  during  the  past  week.  The  car 
shortage  continues  very  acute  and  in  some  cases 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  sufficient  cars  to 
continue  operations.  Mine  run  is  bringing  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  egg 
and  four-inch  lump,  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  firm  demand. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  operators  as¬ 
sert  that  there  is  a  heavy  demand  for  their  prod¬ 
uct,  that  prices  are  firm  and  that  there  is  very 
little  change  in  the  car  situation.  In  some  cases 
a  little  improvement  has  been  noted,  but  on  the 
whole  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  sufficient  coal 
forward  to  fill  rush  orders.  With  a  little  cold 
weather  the  demand  would  greatly  over  balance 
the  supply.  Third  Vein  chunks  are  worth  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
standard  lump  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  screenings,  $1.60  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  washed  nut, 
$2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ; 
egg  coal,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  firm  demand. 

Carterville  operators  are  receiving  a  very 
strong  demand  for  washed  coals.  The  prices 
have  not  perceptibly  increased  and  the  car  situa¬ 
tion  is  about  the  same  as  last  week.  Throughout 
the  country  there  is  a  notably  firm  demand  for 
domestic  sizes  and  operators  are  having  all  they 
can  do  to  take  care  of  the  business.  No.  1 
washed  egg  is  worth  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  market  strong;  six-inch 
egg  and  lump,  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  strong  demand ;  mine  run  has  been 
bringing  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  in  firm  demand.  One  of  the 
selling  agents  has  had  a  representative  down  at 
the  mines  for  the  last  ten  days,  but  was  able  to 
secure  only  a  very  few  cars  of  coal.  Transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  are  very  inadequate.  Mine  run 
has  been  bringing  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  $1.10,  or  $2 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  six-inch  lump  and  egg,  $1.45 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.34  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  No.  1 
nut,  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Indiana  Market  Firm. 

Brazil  Block  coal  continues  in  very  fiun  de¬ 
mand.  Selling  agents  and  operators  claim  there 
is  no  improvement  in  the  car  supply,  very  little 
new  business  is  being  accepted,  and  that  prices 
continue  about  the  same  as  last  week.  This  grade 
of  coal  has  been  purchased  at  the  mines  for  $2.40 
or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in  open  cars;  box  cars, 
$2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Clinton  coal  shows  signs  of  weakness.  Some 
operators  have  been  able  to  ship  quite  a  quantity 
of  the  Clinton  product  into  this  market  during 
the  past  week  which  has  tended  to  ease  up  the 
demand,  although  it  is  claimed  that  this  condition 
will  predominate.  There  is  no  perceptible  im¬ 
provement  in  the  car  situation  with  the  exception 
that  an  increased  number  of  foreign  cars  in  the 
Clinton  district  has  tended  to  increase  the  supply 
of  this  coal  coming  into  Chicago.  Mine  run  is 
quoted  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  four-inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $2.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  inch  and  a  quarter, 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
screenings,  45  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Sullivan  and  Greene  county  operators  are 
planning  to  increase  the  price  of  their  product  15 
cents  on  the  first  of  the  month.  The  demand  in 
West  Virginia  continues  firm.  Domestic  chunks 
are  worth  at  the  mines  $1.90  open  cars,  and  $2 
box  cars,  or  $2.70  and  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  which  is  an  advance  of 
10  cents  over  last  week;  mine  run,  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  lump, 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

-  Ohio  Market  Very  Firm. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  is  in  practically  the  same 
condition  as  last  week.  The  demand  is  very 
strong,  the  supply  has  been  greatly  retarded  by 
lack  of  cars  and  little  coal  is  available.  Inch 
and  a  quarter  lump  is  worth  at  the  mine  $1.75 
or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Jackson  Hill  operators  and  sales  agents  claim 
there  is  very  little  of  their  product  in  the  mar¬ 
ket.  The  car  situation  is  not  improved  and  there 
is  great  difficulty  in  securing  deliveries  on  rush 
orders.  Prices  continue  firm  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  or  $4.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  open 
cars,  and  $2.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  box  cars. 

Hocking  coal  is  not  in  as  strong  demand  this 
week  as  last.  The  car  situation  in  the  Hocking 
valley  is  somewhat  easier  and  the  demand  for 
this  grade  of  coal  has  perceptibly  abated,  which  is 
due  no  doubt  to  the  large  increase  in  the  supply 
of  Hocking  coming  into  this  market,  owing  to 
the  withdrawal  of  cars  to  lake  ports.  Inch  and 
a  quarter  lump  is  worth  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  demand  is  firm.  Some 
coal  has  been  sold  below  this  figure,  although 
in  most  cases  the  circular  has  been  maintained. 

Pennsylvania  Product  Very  Strong. 

Youghiogheny  coal  will  advance  15  cents  at 
the  first  of  the  month.  Selling  agents  are  using 
every  effort  to  get  forward  a  large  amount  of 
coal  on  back  orders.  The  car  situation  is  very 
acute  in  the  Youghiogheny  district,  and  there  is 
considerable  talk  of  substitutions  for  this  grade 
of  coal.  Prices  are  very  strong,  $1.85@1.95  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine,  or  $3.75@3.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Very  Strong. 

Pocahontas  operators  and  sales  agents  claim 
that  the  supply  is  about  equal  to  the  demand.  The 
market  on  mine  run  shows  signs  of  weakness 
and  there  is  quite  a  large  quantity  of  this  grade 
of  coal  on  track.  However,  during  the  last  few 
days  much  of  the  product  has  been  sold.  Egg 
and  lump  is  worth  at  the  mine  $2.25@2.40,  or 
$4.30@4.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine  run,  $1.35  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  car 
situation  has  not  perceptibly  improved. 

New  River  operators  assert  that  the  amount  of 
spot  mine  run  is  somewhat  greater  than  the  de¬ 
mand,  which  therefore  makes  the  market  weak. 
This  rrade  of  coal  continues  to  bring  at  the 
mines  $1.35  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  egg  and  lump  is  firm  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  operators  are  experiencing  great 
difficulty  in  securing  cars  to  distribute  the  prod¬ 
uct.  Selling  agents  are  failing  to  take  care  of 
their  contracts  and  prices  in  general  are  very 
-Strong.  Gas  Fairmont  has  advanced  25  cents; 
three-quarter  inch  lump  at  the  mines  is  worth 
$1.50@1.60,  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with 
a  strong  demand. 

Kanawha  district  is  in  about  the  same  condi¬ 
tion  as  last  week.  Black  Band  is  conimanj[ling  a 
better  price  and  Winifrede  splint  is  also  in  very 
strong  demand.  On  the  whole  all  the  West 
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Virginia  splint  coals  are  strong.  Three-quarter 
inch  lump  at  the  mines  is  worth  $1.65@1.75,  or 
$3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a  half 
lump,  $1.75@2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.65@3.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  It  is  claimed  that  some  of  the 
Winifrede  orders  are  over  two  months  old  and 
the  price  with  many  sales  agents  for  splint  coal 
is  current  at  the  time  of  shipment. 

Kentucky  Coals  Very  Short. 

Selling  agents  handling  the  Kentucky  product 
have  not  seen  any  Kentucky  coal  in  so  long  they 
are  beginning  to  feel  that  there  is  very  little 
hope  of  filling  any  orders  for  this  product  in 
several  months.  Railroads  in  the  Kentucky  field 
refuse  to  allow  cars  to  be  delivered  to  foreign 


lines,  which  practically  shuts  the  coal  out  of  this 
market.  Prices  have  not  advanced  and  are  main¬ 
tained  at  $4.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  when  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  pick  up  a  stray  car  or  find  some  available 
storage  coal. 

Cannel  Market  Very  Strong. 

The  producers  of  cannel  assert  that  the  op¬ 
erators  are  working  less  than  one-fourth  time. 
•The  car  shortage  in  the  cannel  regions  is  very 
excessive.  Most  of  the  mines  are  way  up  in  the 
mountains  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  the 
product  to  the  main  lines.  This  grade  of  coal, 
when  it  can  be  found  for  sale,  is  bringing  at  the 
mines  $3,  or  $5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  very 
strong  market. 


Coke  Market  Strong. 

The  demand  for  coke  continues  to  increase 
and  is  much  greater  than  tiie  supply.  Contrac¬ 
tors  are  suffering  for  want  of  this  product  and 
are  trying  to  buy  it  in  the  open  market.  The  car 
shortage  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week. 
West  Virginia  forty-eight  hour  coke  at  Chicago 
has  been  bringing  $5.65;  West  Virginia  seventy- 
two  hour  product,  $6.15;  Connellsville  forty-eight 
hour  product,  $6.65 ;  Connellsville  seventy-two 
hour,  $6.90;  Wise  county  West  Virginia  seventy- 
two  hour  coke,  $6,50 ;  by-product  foundry  coke, 
$6.50;  by-product  domestic  coke,  $5(^5. 25.  The 
demand  for  by-product  coke,  both  foundry  and 
domestic  is  very  strong. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
CiNCiNN.ATi,  Ohio,  Nov.  30,  1906. 

Although  the  weather  of  the  past  week  has 
been  disagreeable,  it  has  not  been  of  the  kind 
that  forces  persons  to  buy  coal,  and  this  condi¬ 
tion,  along  with  the  fact  that  an  enormous 
amount  of  coal  has  arrived  by  river  within  the 
week,  has  tended  to  appreciably  weaken  the  gen¬ 
eral  market.  There  is  no  reason  for  the  weak¬ 
ness,  however,  and  the  dealers  and  others  who 
are  now  holding  off  from  buying  coal  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  be  cheaper,  will  find  themselves 
in  the  same  class  as  those  who  were  importuned 
to  buy  in  July,  but  who  were  waiting  then  for 
coal  to  come  down.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  coal  will  bring  a 
higher  price  here  before  it  sells  for  less  money 
than  it  is  now  commanding. 

Market  Now  on  a  Healthy  Basis. 

The  arrival  of  several  million  bushels  of  coal 
from  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  during  the  week 
simply  puts  the  Cincinnati  market  on  a  healthy 
and  natural  basis  for  the  beginning  of  winter. 
River  coal  has  become  quite  scarce  afloat,  and 
a  number  of  the  large  river  elevators  had  begun 
to  dig  into  their  yards  for  their  current  supply 
of  coal.  The  fresh  coal  at  this  time  simply  lets 
the  river  people  go  ahead  naturally,  and  allows 
them  to  let  their  stocks  in  their  yards  lie  there 
until  the  river  freezes  up,  or  until  some  other 
contingency  arises  that  is  unusual.  A  run  of 
coal  from  headwaters  at  this  time  of  year  is 
quite  the  usual  thing,  and  is  exactly  what  every¬ 
body,  connected  with  the  river  shipping  coal 
trade,  looks  for  and  expects.  If  at  any  time 
during  the  next  few  months  the  amount  of  coal 
afloat  should  fall  below  the  present  amount,  the 
river  people  would  think  their  stocks  were  really 
uncomfortably  low. 

C.  &  O.  Car  Supply  Slightly  Better. 

The  only  straw  that  might  be  taken  to  indi¬ 
cate  a  real  reason  for  any  weakness  whatever  in 
the  coal  market  at  this  time  is  the  fact  that 
during  the  present  week  a  better  supply  of  cars 
has  been  furnished  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  than  has  been  enjoyed  for  many  weeks, 
and  it  might  be  that  some  persons  can  see  a  fur¬ 
ther  improvement  in  the  future,  and  thus  over 
stock  the  market  with  coal.  This  idea  is  very 
far  fetched,  however,  as  the  proportion  of  cars 
furnished  is  still  lamentably  below  the  require¬ 
ments  and  the  normal  capacity  of  the  mines.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  weather  has  been  most  favor¬ 
able  for  the  handling  of  a  maximum  number  of 
_  cars  by  the  railroads,  and  such  weather  cannot 
be  expected  to  continue  much  longer.  As  the 
extremely  bad  weather  of  the  winter  comes  on, 
the  car  service  of  all  the  railroads  will  be  un¬ 
doubtedly  worse  and  worse. 

Prices  Are  Unchanged  and  Firm. 

In  a  number  of  the  representative  coal  con¬ 
cerns  visited  this  week  no  quotations  whatever 
were  obtained  for  the. reason  that  these  concerns 
are  literally  sold  up  and  have  nothing  to  offer. 
They  wisely  refrain  from  quoting  rdiculously 
high  prices  just  because  they  have  no  coal  to 
sell.  It  must  be  said  of  smokeless  coal  that  it 
is  quite  firm  at  former  quotations,  namely,  $2.25 
a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  Pocahontas  and  New 


River  lump  and  egg.  Smokeless  run-of-mine 
ranges  from  $1.35  to  $1.50  at  the  mines,  and  it 
is  likely  that  the  higher  of  these  quotations  will 
be  the  ruling  one  before  the  week  is  ended. 
Splint  lump  ranges  all  the  way  from  $2.00  a 
ton  to  $2.50  a  ton  at  the  mines,  depending  upon 
the  quality  of  the  coal  and  the  relative  anxiety 
of  the  producer  to  sell  his  products.  Splint  run- 
of-mine  is  worth  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  and  splint 
nut  and  slack  from  75  cents  to  $1.00  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  Certain  favorite  grades  of  coal  ate 
being  quoted  at  much  higher  prices  than  these, 
but  it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  these  make  the  mar¬ 
ket  prices  at  this  time.  River  lump  ranges  from 
7j4  to  8  cents  a  bushel  afloat.  River  lump  ele¬ 
vated  and  loaded  on  cars  is  quoted  at  $2.75  a 
ton  at  the  elevators. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Rather  Dull. 

Reports  from  most  of  the  large  retail  dealers 
are  to  the  effect  that  business  has  been  rather 
quiet  during  the  past  week.  This  is  accounted 
for  in  a  large  measure  by  the  fact  that  in  former 
years  heavy  receipts  of  river  coal  almost  invari¬ 
ably  caused  a  drop  in  local  retail  prices,  and  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  many  heads  of  families 
have  been  waiting  for  coal  to  come  down. 
Standard  lump,  delivered  to  the  down  town  part 
of  the  city  is  worth  $3.50  a  ton,  while  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  lump  and  egg  bring  $4.25  deliv¬ 
ered.  Nut  and  slack  ranges  from  $1.90  a  ton  to 
$2.25  according  to  quality.  Anthracite  sells  for 
$7.50  delivered  retail. 

Coke  Is  Firm  and  Scarce. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  coke  situation  ex¬ 
cept  that  it  is  very  firm,  and  the  chances  are  that 
an  advance  will  take  place  before  another  week 
rolls  around.  The  greatest  demand  is  for  foun¬ 
dry  coke,  which  is  worth  $4  and  $4.50  a  ton  at 
the  ovens,  while  furnace  is  quoted  at  $3.50  a  ton 
at  the  ovens.  As  noted  some  time  ago  in  The 
Black  Di.\mond,  the  price  of  coke  is  determined 
by  the -price  of  pig  iron  at  Birmingham,  and  it 
slides  up  and  down  proportionallj'  with  that  of 
pig  iron.  The  great  bulk  of  coke  contracts  are 
based  upon  the  price  of  pig  iron. 

The  Licking  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 

The  Licking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  a  few  days  ago  in  Kentucky.  The  new 
company  takes  over  the  Licking  Roller  Mill  Co., 
The  J.  Droege  Sons  Foundry  Co.,  The  J.  Uroege 
Sons  Coal  Co.,  and  The  William  Clark  Furnace 
Co.  All  these  plants  will  be  run  on  a  larger 
scale  than  formerly.  The  capital  stock  is  $250,000 
and  the  principal  offices  will  be  across  the  river 
in  Covington,  Ky. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS, 

J.  M.  Breen,  formerly  well  known  in  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  coal  trade  as  a  hustling  salesman,  but 
now  the  leading  coal  dealer  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio, 
was  in  Cincinnati  this  week  visiting  his  old 
friends,  and  incidentally  laying  in  certain  grades 
of  coal  for  his  winter’s  business. 

J.  B.  Conner,  a  leading  coal  dealer  of  Dayton, 
Ohio,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  during 
the  week.  Mr.  Conner  is  well  known  here  as  a 
former  railroad  man  as  well  as  a  coal  man.  He 
is  quite  popular  in  the  trade. 

C.  M.  Budd,  superintendent  of  the  West  Ken¬ 
tucky  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Paducah, 


Ky.,  spent  most  of  the  week  here  looking  after 
his  business  at  this  end  of  the  river.  He  has 
just  finished  building  one  of  the  finest  medium 
sized  towboats  on  the  Ohio  river.  The  name 
of  the  steamer  is  "Rival.”  Mr.  Budd  is  an  old 
Cincinnati  boy,  having  been  reared  here. 

The  Cincinnati  Industrial  Bureau,  of  which  a 
large  number  of  coal  concerns  are  active  sup¬ 
porters,  gave  its  second  annual  "industrial  ex¬ 
cursion”  or  sight-seeing  trip  on  Tuesday  of  this 
week.  A  party  of  two  hundred  representative 
business  men  were  taken  in  four  Pennsylvania 
railroad  coaches  for  tour  of  the  city,  and  stops 
were  made  at  a  number  of  large  manufacturing 
concerns.  The  coal  men  in  the  party  were  espe¬ 
cially  interested  in  the  producer  gas  plant  of  the 
Boldt  Glass  works,  and  the  up-to-date  boilers 
and  furnaces  of  the  Schrieber  Iron  works.  The 
business  of  the  Industrial  Bureau  is  to  bring 
new  industries  to  Cincinnati,  and  it  is  succeed¬ 
ing  wonderfully  well.  More  factories  mean  more 
coal  and  the  coal  men  are  active  supporters  of 
the  bureau. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  The  Monangahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  here  part  of 
this  week  in  advance  of  the  great  run  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal.  He  went  from  here  to  Louisville. 

Capt.  Arthur  Moreh,  of  the  transportation 
department  of  The  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Pittsburg,  spent  several 
days  here  this  week  loking  after  the  steamboats 
and  other  floating  property  of  his  company. 

Capt.  George  W.  Thomas,  manager  of  C. 
Jutte  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  passed  through  the  city 
this  week  on  his  way  to  Louisville.  One  of  his 
towboats,  the  George  W.  Thomas,  struck  the 
Steubenville  bridge  pier  in  the  fog  and  sank  five 
barges  loaded  with  coal.  It  is  reported  that  at 
least  four  of  the  five  barges  can  be  recovered. 

W.  H.  Flint,  one  of  the  growing  independent 
coal  producers  of  Pittsburg,  spent  several  days  in 
Cincinnati  this  week  looking  after  his  interests. 
He  was  managing  the  movements  of  the  towboats 
W.  H.  Flint  and  Helen  White. 

Want  Less  Smoke  in  Cincinnati. 

Mayor  Dempsey  is  now  taking  a  hand  in  the 
movement  for  less  smoke  in  Cincinnati.  During 
the  past  two  weeks  the  mayor  has  sent  out  of¬ 
ficial  notices  to  over  seventy  concerns  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  notifying  them  that  unless  they  make  pro¬ 
vision  to  lessen  the  density  of  smoke  arising 
from  their  smoke  stacks,  he  will  cause  action  to 
be  taken  against  them  under  the  existing  ordi¬ 
nances,  faulty  as  they  are. 

Over  sixty  arrests  have  already  been  made  of 
offenders  in  the  matter  of  making  smoke,  and  in 
almost  every  case  the  manufacturers  have  reme¬ 
died  the  so-called  nuisance  before  the  date  of 
trial,  thus  securing  an  indefinite  suspension  of 
the  cases  against  them.  There  is  now  apparently 
very  little  opposition  from  manufacturers  and 
others  who  have  been  making  much  smoke,  and 
the  Smoke  .•\bateinent  League  is  very  much  en¬ 
couraged  in  its  crusade. 

Cincinnati  Will  Not  Suffer  by  Embargoes. 

Some  time  ago  The  Black  Diamond  men¬ 
tioned  the  fact  that  certain  railroads  leading  out 
of  Cincinnati  had  placed  an  embargo  on  coal  to 
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he  shipped  norlli  and  west  out  of  Cincinnati. 
Tlie  other  day  a  local  sensational  paper  discov¬ 
ered  this  embargo,  and  immediately  saw  a  coal 
famine  in  Cincinnati  as  a  result  of  it,  and  played 
the  item  up  in  large  heads.  The  amount  of  river 


iNniANAi'OLis,  Ini).,  November  20— (Special 
Correspondence.)— The  limit  of  endurance  has 
been  reacht'd  by  the  members  of  the  coal  trade 
in  Indiana  and  the  consumers  that  are  depending 
on  them  for  fuel.  'I  hey  have  decided  to  go  be¬ 
fore  the  legislature  next  winter  and  demand  laws 
extending  the  powers  of  the  state  railway  com¬ 
mission  whereby  the  latter  can  force  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  to  give  them  a  square  deal. 

The  situation  has  become  so  serious  that  only 
a  few  of  the  mines  are  being  operated  over  two 
days  a  week  and  dozens  of  big  manufacturers, 
who  employ  thousands  of  men,  will  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  close  down  their  plants  within  a  week 
or  so  unless  relief  is  offered.  Just  now  there  is 
no  relief  in  sight  as  the  railroad  companies  that 
carry  the  bulk  of  the  Indiana  coal  are  getting 
further  apart  instead  of  coming  together  m  har¬ 
mony.  The  members  of  the  railway  commis¬ 
sion  have  exhausted  every  means  they  have  to 
induce  the  railroads  to  agree  to  handle  each 
other’s  coal  quickly,  and  they  are  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  the  plans  of  the  operators  and 
manufacturers  to  go  before  the  legislature  and 
ask  for  new  laws. 

Gas  Belt  Organization. 

The  refusal  of  the  railroads  to  handle  coal 
promptly  has  been  felt  more  in  the  gas  belt  than 
in  any  part  of  the  state.  Scores  of  manufac¬ 
turers  there  are  almost  wholly  dependent  on  the 
Big  Four  for  their  fuel  supply.  They  have  ap¬ 
pealed  in  vain  for  relief  and  are  now  forming  an 
organization  to  protect  their  interests.  Small 
meetings  were  held  by  them  at  Marion,  Muncie, 
Alexandria,  Elwood  and  other  places  prior  to  a 
general  gathering  at  Anderson,  Tuesday,  when 
the  Indiana  Manufacturers’  and  Shippers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  formed.  Officers  were  elected  to 
represent  the  association  here  when  the  legisla¬ 
ture  convenes. 

Nearly  every  city  and  town  in  the  gas  belt 
was  represented  at  the  meeting.  The  association 
will  make  another  direct  appeal  to  the  railroads 
for  fuel.  If  their  supply  is  not  replenished  very 
soon  most  of  them  will  have  to  suspend  opera¬ 
tions  which  will  entail  a  great  loss  to  them  and 
the  communities  in  which  they  are  large  factors. 

The  manufacturers  are  suffering  from  the  car 
shortage  the  same  as  the  operators  and  they  will 
combine  with  them  to  obtain  laws  that  will  help 
the  situation.  The  chances  are,  however,  that 
many  of  them  will  make  a  desperate  effort  to 
load  up  with  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia 
coal  pending  a  settlement  of  the  difficulties  with 
the  railroads. 

Another  Embargo  Declared. 

The  Southern  Indiana  has  declared  a  new 
embargo  against  the  Big  Four.  It  has  not  been 
offering  it  much  coal  for  some  time.  _  The  new 
embargo  is  really  against  the  Vandalia  as  well 
as  the  Big  Four,  as  the  Southern  has  informed 
the  former  that  it  won’t  deliver  a  car  of  coal  to 
it  until  it  agrees  that  none  of  its  cars  shall  be 
turned  over  to  the  Big  Four.  Phis  will  prac¬ 
tically  close  the  door  against  Indianapolis  and 
the  gas  belt. 

The  representatives  of  the  Southern  Indiana 
and  the  E.  &  T.  H.  maintain  that  the  Big  Four 
has  persistently  sent  their  cars  to  West  Virginia 
and  other  points  to  be  used  by  coal  companies. 
They  say  that  they  will  discontinue  business  with 
the  Big  Four  until  the  latter  agrees  not  to  send 
their  cars  to  other  companies  after  they  are  un¬ 
loaded.  This  the  Big  Four  refuses  to  do  on  the 
ground  that  the  other  companies  will  not  make  a 
similar  arrangement  as  to  its  cars.  '1  he  South¬ 
ern  Indiana  agents  say  they  have  over  four 
thousand  coal  cars — more,  according  to  the  mile¬ 
age  of  the  system,  than  any  other  road  in  the 
country.  They  insist  that  if  their  cars  were  re¬ 
turned  as  soon  as  they  were  emptied  that  they 
could  have  as  many  as  the  operators  along  their 
line  would  need. 


coal  now  afloat  here  precludes  the  possibility  of 
a  coal  famine  in  the  near  future,  even  if  there 
were  any  likelihood  of  all  the  railroads  discon¬ 
tinuing  bringing  in  coal,  which  they  have  no 
'  intention  of  doing. 


The  Southern  Indiana  is  delivering  more  coal 
to  the  C.  &  E.  I.  at  Terre  Haute  than  it  can 
haul  to  Chicago.  The  C.  &  E.  I.  naturally  takes 
care  of  the  E.  &  T.  11.  business  ahead  of  the 
Southern  Indiana’s,  as  the  C.  &  E.  I.  and  the  E. 
&  T.  II.  belong  to  the  same  interests.  There  is  a 
large  amount  of  Indiana  coal  going  to  Chicago 
by  the  way  of  the  C.  &  E.  I.,  but  not  as  much  as 
there  would  be  if  there  was  not  a  shortage  of 
cars. 

The  E.  &  T.  FI.  representatives  say  they  could 
deliver  to  the  Big  F'our  at  Terre  Haute  all  the 
coal  the  Indianapolis  dealers  could  use  if  the 
Big  F'our  would  handle  it.  Some  of  the  dealers 
here  have  been  getting  considerable  coal  out  of 
the  Sullivan  and  Greene  county  fields  by  the  way 
of  the  I.  &  V.,  but  they  were  even  shut  off  from 
that  source  this  week  by  the  inability  of  the  Van¬ 
dalia  to  handle  the  coal  after  it  reached  here. 
All  the  local  yards  are  so  crowded  with  cars 
that  the  company  had  to  issue  orders  against  the 
shipment  of  coal  for  two  or  three  days.  It  is 
said  that  less  than  one  hundred  cars  of  Indiana 
coal  are  coming  to  Indianapolis  daily  now. 

Extension  of  Railway  Commission’s  Power. 

Some  of  the  operators  and  manuifacturers 
are  advocating  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  November  28.- — (Special 
Correspondence.) — An  important  decision  affect¬ 
ing  combinations  has  just  been  made  by  the 
West  Virginia  supreme  court  of  appeals,  in  the 
case  of  the  Pocahontas  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  against 
the  Powhatan  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  court  held 
that  under  common  law  any  combination,  wbich 
is  in  restraint  of  trade,  if  only  in  partial  re¬ 
straint,  is  illegal.  The  court  held  that  the 
Sherman  anti-trust  act  did  not  pertain  to  the  case 
in  question  as  interstate  traffic  was  not  neces¬ 
sarily  involved.  It  held  that  any  unreasonable 
restraint  was  illegal. 

Status  of  Coke  Agency  Matter. 

The  Pocahontas  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  formed 
recently  out  of  about  twenty  operations  in  the 
Pocahontas  field,  and  the  Powhatan  company, 
embracing  six  operations,  joined  in  on  an  agree¬ 
ment  to  sell  its  coke  through  the  one  Pocahontas 
agency,  but  after  a  few  months  refused  to  turn 
over  its  coke.  The  Pocahontas  company  applied 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  Powhatan  from 
disposing  of  its  coke  otherwise.  Its  fight  to  se¬ 
cure  this  injunction  was  carried  to  the  supreme 
court.  The  court  has  refused  to  make  perrna- 
nent  the  temporary  injunction  granted  in  an  in¬ 
ferior  court  and  dissolves  it.  The  Powhatan 
company  is  now  free  to  sell  its  coke  independent 
of  the  combination  it  entered  formally.  _  The  de¬ 
cision  is  the  first  so-called  trust  decision  made 
by  the  West  Virginia  high  court  and  is  notable 
as  defining  state  precedent  and  distinction.  It 
does  not  mean  that  combinations  of  coal  com¬ 
panies  or  coke  companies  or  other  companies  are 
illegal,  but  that  any  unreasonable  restraint  of 
trade  is. 

Alleged  Officiousness  of  Mine  Inspector. 

Considerable  interest  has  been  created  by  the 
order  closing  down  the  Panama  Coal  &  Coke’s 
two  operations  issued  by  Deputy  Mine  Inspec¬ 
tor  William  Warner,  who  asserted  that  the  op¬ 
erating  company  was  not  complying  with  the 
state  mining  regulations.  The  order  is  in  the 
form  of  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  company 
from  working  its  comparatively  small  plant.  Both 
Manager  J.  H.  Parrott  and  Supt.  J.  C.  Strass 
indignantly  deny  that  the  ventilation  is  inferior 


railroad  commission  so  that  it  can  force  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  to  handle  each  others’  business 
promptly  and  to  return  their  cars  as  soon  as  they 
are  unloaded.  They  are  looking  up  the  laws  of 
other  states  to  see  how  the  railroads  are  forced 
to  do  business.  It  is  thought  that  the  operators 
will  ask  the  legislature  for  a  law  compelling  the 
roads  to  haul  the  cars  a  certain  distance  each  day 
after  they  are  loaded  and  to  return  the  cars 
within  a  given  time  after  they  are  unloaded.  If 
a  stiff  penalty  is  attached  for  failure  to  do  busi¬ 
ness  on  these  lines  they  believe  that  the  com¬ 
panies  will  come  to  time  and  cease  their  quar¬ 
reling.  The  operators  who  have  always  counseled 
moderation  in  dealing  with  the  railroads  are  now 
advocating  radical  laws  and  they  will  have  a 
powerful  lobby  at  the  legislature  to  look  after 
their  interests.  The  shippers  will  give  them 
strong  backing  as  will  the  members  of  the  rail¬ 
road  commission.  It  is  also  said  that  Governor 
Hanly  will  take  a  hand  in  bringing  the  railroads 
to  time. 

Supply  Here  Is  Short. 

Some  of  the  operators  say  that  this  warm 
weather  is  a  “God-send”  to  the  manufacturers,  as 
a  cold  snap  would  soon  exhaust  all  the  coal 
there  is  on  hand  here.  Many  of  the  retail 
dealers  are  selling  their  coal  to  the  manufac¬ 
turers,  but  there  has  not  been  an  all-around  ad¬ 
vance  in  prices  as  might  have  been  expected  un¬ 
der  the  circumstances.  The  manufacturers,  how¬ 
ever,  are  willing  to  pay  what  the  operators  de¬ 
mand  if  they  can  get  the  coal.  Were  it  not  for 
the  action  of  the  railroad  companies  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  business  would  be  far  ahead  of  what 
it  was  at  this  time  last  year. 


Mining  News. 

to  that  of  other  mines  in  the  same  vicinity,  and 
it  is  only  on  the  ground  of  faulty  ventilation 
that  the  state  inspector  is  proceeding,  ^r.  War¬ 
ner  is  a  new  appointee  and  the  belief  that  he  is 
overstraining  himself  to  do  something  spectacu¬ 
lar  prevails,  while  it  is  also  recalled  that  he  was 
violent  in  his  attitude  toward  certain  coal  com¬ 
panies  when  an  organizer  for  the  United  Mine 
Workers. 

Mining  Commission  to  Submit  Three  Reports. 

The  special  state  commission  appointed  by 
Governor  Dawson  to  suggest  changes  to  the 
mining  laws  has  met  and  decided  to  submit  three 
different  reports  to  the  legislature  for  considera¬ 
tion.  A  majority  will  submit  one  brand ;  John 
Nugent,  representing  the  miners,  will  submit  an¬ 
other,  while  E.  L.  Judy,  representing  the  opera¬ 
tors,  will  submit  a  third.  In  view  of  thij  com¬ 
plication  it  is  not  believed  the  legislature  can 
make  intelligent  headway,  inasmuch  as  the  legis¬ 
lature  will  contain  only  a  very  few  men  familiar 
with  the  mining  business.  Mr.  Nugent,  for  the 
miners,  wants  drastic  legislation,  and  Mr.  Judy 
wants  the  majority  report  modified.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  operators  will  agree  wdth  Mr.  Judy  that 
the  business  cannot  proceed  smoothly  with  too 
many  obstacles. 

No  Relief  in  Car  Situation. 

No  improvement  is  noted  in  the  transportation 
situation  and  none  is  in  immediate  sight.  Com¬ 
plaint  against  the  Coal  &  Coke  road  has  got  to 
the  stage  where  the  Charleston  chamber  of  comr 
merce  has  named  a  committee  to  investigate 
charges  of  discrimination.  The  amount  of  coal 
being  shipped  over  all  roads  is  limited  absolutely 
to  the  capacity  of  the  railroads,  and  with  the  holi¬ 
day  shipments  beginning  conditions  are  expected 
to  be  worse  for  several  weeks  to  come.  Prices, 
as  has  been  remarked  before,  are  a  secondary 
consideration.  Give  a  West  Virginia  operator 
cars  these  days  and  he  can  do  the  rest. 

Some  Coal  Company  Changes. 

W.  H.  Thomas,  of  the  Thomas  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  has  secured  a  majority  of  the  stock  of  the 
Crystal  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  operating  on  Crane 
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creek,  at  a  consideration  said  to  be  $300,000,  and 
he  will  add  this  to  his  string  of  properties. 

The  Davis  Coal  Co.  has  begun  to  move  its 
offices  from  Fairmont  to  Thomas,  which  place 
will  be  headquarters  for  development  work  in 
the  Fairmont  region.  For  about  a  year  offices 
were  maintained  at  Fairmont  while  the  com¬ 
pany’s  engineering  corps  was  working  on  the 
company’s  twenty-five  thousand  acre  tract.  C.  L. 
Conners,  who  was  in  charge  of  that  department, 
has  been  made  chief  engineer  of  all  the  com¬ 
pany’s  properties  and  will  be  stationed  at  Thomas. 

new  enterprises  and  other 

NOTES. 

The  Sycamore  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  to 
develop  lands  in  Mingo  county,  on  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  road. 


Kansas  City,  Nov.  27— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  company,  which  supplies  natural  gas 
to  consumers  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  sent  out 
an  order  last  week  that  resulted  in  considerable 
benefit  to  coal  dealers,  both  wholesale  and  retail. 
The  order  was  that  on  account  of  the  light 
pressure  of  natural  gas,  from  the  Kansas  field, 
the  supply  would  have  to  be  shut  off  to  big  users 
of  gas.  The  order  affected  not  only  all  of  the 
big  packing  houses  in  the  bottoms  of  _  Kansas 
City  but  the  manufacturers  in  that  district  also. 

It  meant  that  they  would  have  to  go  back  to  the 
use  of  coal  or  resort  to  oil  as  fuel.  One  of  the 
biggest  fuel  consumers  in  the  city,  the  Metropol¬ 
itan  Street  Railway  Co.,  has  returned  to  the 

use  of  coal.  ,  , ,  -i  » 

“The  gas  company  treated  us_  a  little  shabbily, 
one  of  the  managers  of  a  big  packing  _  house 
said  this  morning.  “It  did  not  give  us  time  to 
contract  a  supply  of  coal  and  the  change  had 
to  be  made  in  almost  a  day.  We  do  not  like 
that  way  of  doing  business.  Of  course  we  will 
have  some  trouble  in  getting  a  supply  of  coal 
but  of  course  we  will  get  it  in  some  way. 

The  Kansas  Natural  Gas  Co.,  which  owns  the 
pipe  line  from  the  Southern  Kansas  wells,  says 
it  expects  to  build  another  pipe  line  paralleling 
the  one  now  used.  This  will  be  necessary,  it  is 
said,  to  supply  both  cities,  the  manufacturers  and 
the  suburban  districts.  When  the  large  consum¬ 
ers  began  using  natural  gas  in  the  bottoms  last 
summer,  during  the  coal  strike,  they  stored 
their  burners  for  such  an  emergency  as  this. 
In  most  cases  it  required  only  a  short  time  to 
substitute  the  coal  burners.  The  only  difficulty 
being  experienced  by  most  of  the  _  large  con¬ 
sumers  is  in  getting  coal.  It  requires  an  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  coal  to  supply  four  big  packing 
houses  and  street  railway  company. 

A  Raise  in  Prices  the  Result. 

A  logical  result  of  the  order  of  the  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  gas  company  was  a  raise  in  the 
price  of  coal  to  large  consumers,  who  had  their 
supply  of  gas  cut  off.  Slack  coal  was  advanced 
from  $1  and  less  a  ton  at  the  mines  to  $1.25 
a  ton  and  in  a  few  instances  to  $2  a  ton. 

The  big  packers  and  manufacturers  in  con¬ 
tracting  for  a  year’s  supply  of  coal  usually  get 
slack  coal  at  less  than  $1  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
But  those  who  were  taken  unawares  by  the  gas 
company  had  to  obtain  a  supply  of  coal  and  were 
forced  to  pay  the  advanced  price  because  they 
had  no  contract. 

But  though  there  have  been  changes  in  the 
coal  market  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  neither  the 
arrival  of  natural  gas  or  the  appearance  of  win¬ 
ter  weather  has  affected  the  retail  market  on  the 
Missouri  side  of  the  line.  Orders  placed  one 
afternoon  are  being  delivered  the  next  day  at 
$4.25  for  soft  and  $6  to  $6.50  for  the  semi-anthra¬ 
cite.  In  steam  coal  there  is  still  a  big  shortage 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  cars.  Owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  wheels  of  one  of  its  automobile  tank 
cars  would  not  revolve  on  the  snow,  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Oil  Co.  was  unable  to  deliver  its  fugl  to 
many  establishments  last  week.  This  closed 
one  school  and  caused  many  cold  buildings.  An¬ 
other  result  of  the  temporary  embarrassment  was 
that  managers  of  buildings  and  establishments 
using  fuel  oil,  began  to  figure  on  some  way  to 
get  a  regular  supply,  especially  in  the  emergency 


The  Coal  River  railroad  work  is  progressing 
fast  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  shipments  from 
the  virgin  Boone  county  field  will  begin  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for. 

Later  election  returns  show  that  after  a  close 
contest  another  man  has  been  elected  to  the 
legislature  somewhat  identified  with  the  mining 
industry.  Adam  Littlepage,  attorney  for  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  has  been  elected  to  the 
senate  from  the  Charleston  district. 

Suit  has  begun  to  nullify  title  to  120  acres  of 
rich  coal  land  on  Tug  Fork,  now  held  by  the 
Berwind  interests,  and  on  which  they  have  sev¬ 
eral  operations.  An  old  will  is  asserted  to  be  a 
forgery.  The  property  was  sold  in  1888,  but  the 
will  was  not  probated  until  two  years  ago. 


weather,  or  of  going  to  gas  or  back  to  coal. 
Coal  has  so  far  been  found  to  be  the  most  staple 
article  as  it  is  always  to  be  had  and  weather 
conditions  do  not  affect  the  delivery  or  the  sup¬ 
ply.  The  managers  of  big  buildings,  realizing 
this,  are  beginning  to  lay  away  a  supply. 

The  Car  Shortage. 

Steps  are  being  taken  by  some  of  the  railways 
to  relieve  the  car  shortage  which  continues  to 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  November  26. —  (^Special 
Correspondence.) — The  coal  situation  looks  a 
good  deal  more  favorable  here  than  it  did  a 
week  ago.  The  prospect  for  a  coal  famine  is  now 
relieved.  The  situation  promises  a  large  im¬ 
provement  through  the  fortunate  location  of 
Memphis  on  the  Mississippi  river.  Nashville 
and  other  towns  further  eastward  in  the  state 
are  yet  in  the  throes  of  insufficient  supply.  Only 
about  a  month  ago  a  bitter  price  war  was  on  in 
Memphis  retail  circles,  but  now  the  retailers  are 
living  on  lines  of  harmony  and  in  this  respect 
the  improvement  is  decidedly  pleasant  fQ,r  the 
men  in  the  coal  trade.  A  factor  that  has  been 
felt  to  some  extent  in  Memphis  the  past  week 
has  been  the  interruption  to  freights  because  of  a 
very  unusual  and  early  flood  in  West  Tennessee. 
Every  traffic  line  entering  Memphis  from  the 
east  except  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  was  sus¬ 
pended  for  some  days.  Passenger  trains  from 
other  lines  came  over  that  road,  but  freights  suf¬ 
fered  on  that  line  as  well  as  the  other  roads. 

Coal  Fleet  Coming. 

0 

With  low  water  in  the  Ohio  river  prior  to  the 
heavy  rains  of  the  past  week  coal  accumulations 
at  Pittsburg  for  shipment  south  became  very 
considerable.  Since  the  water  has  reached  a 
boating  stage,  advices  here  indicate  that  there 
are  twenty  million  bushels  now  floating  down 
the  river  for  points  on  the  Mississippi  from 
Cairo  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  lack  of  tow¬ 
boats  prevented  even  a  larger  amount  from  being 
available  for  prompt  movement.  Around  Mem¬ 
phis  many  of  the  boats  have  been  loaded  with 
cotton  instead  of  coal.  Among  the  boats  com¬ 
ing  down  with  coal  are  the  Harry  Brown,  J.  B. 
Finley,  Skylark,  James  Weed,  J.  B.  Williams 
and  others.  The  Sprague  will  probably  break  all 
records  for  large  tows  when  her  lead  is  given 
her  at  Louisville.  This  boat  will  be  kept  working 
between  Louisville  and  New  Orleans  during  the 
coal  season. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Robert  Galloway,  of  the  Galloway  Coal  Co., 
Memphis,  said  relative  to  the  coal  supply  for 
Memphis  this  winter:  “A  sufficient  supply  of 
domestic  coal  is  assured.  The  Memphis  coal  sit¬ 
uation  has  entirely  changed  in  the  last  fifteen 
years.  At  that  time  Memphis  was  supplied  ex¬ 
clusively  with  coal  from  Pennsylvania  mines, 
which  reached  here  by  river.  Now  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  Memphis  consumption  furnished  by  the 


he  a  vexing  condition.  The  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Sante  Fe  Railway  has  issued  an  order  which 
practically  prohibits  the  shipment  of  freight  from 
points  on  the  main  line  and  on  the  Southern 
Kansas  division  to  Kansas  City.  The  order  in¬ 
structs  agents  at  the  various  stations  in  Kansas 
to  forward  all  empty  freight  cars  to  Kansas  City, 
whether  cars  belonging  to  the  Santa  Fe  or  for¬ 
eign  systems  and  to  refuse  all  shipments  except 
perishable  and  “must”  stuff. 

The  car  shortage  on  all  lines  centering  in 
Kansas  City  is  worse  now  than  it  ever  has  been 
before.  Every  railway  shop  is  filled  with  back 
order  cars  and  there  are  hundreds  of  cars  stand¬ 
ing  on  side  tracks  awaiting  their  turn  in  the  rc- 
jiair  shops.  The  condiiton  is  caused  by  the  un¬ 
precedented  movement  of  crops.  In  Kansas  City 
alone  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  from  two 
million  to  four  million  bushels  of  grain  waiting 
shipment. 

In  Nebraska  the  car  shortage  has  caused  a 
very  serious  predicament ;  it  has  almost  caused  a 
coal  famine  there.  The  Burlington  railroad  has 
decided  to  cease  hauling  all  grain  in  Nebraska 
until  the  famine  has  been  relieved.  The  car 
question  has  become  so  serious  that  several 
towns  in  Nebraska  are  without  a  ton  of  coal  in 
reserve  and  the  situation  demands  an  immediate 
remedy.  The  Burlington  officials  say  they  can¬ 
not  possibly  supply  the  demand  for  freight  cars 
for  grain  and  coal  at  the  same  time  and  as  the 
coal  demand  is  imperative  and  grain  can  wait 
awhile,  they  will  turn  their  attention  toward  re¬ 
lieving  the  coal  famine. 


north  and  reaching  Memphis  by  river  is  small. 
The  south  has  developed  her  own  resources, 
has  found  her  coal  to  be  superior,  and  this  coal 
can  be  delivered  by  rail  with  more  regularity 
and  certainty  than  it  can  by  river. 

“The  general  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  in 
Memphis  and  elsewhere  that  takes  place  at  this 
season  each  year  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
everything  going  to  make  up  the  cost  of  furnish¬ 
ing  coal  to  consumers  is  higher  in  winter  than  in 
summer.  The  cost  of  coal  at  mines  is  ;  rq-ater, 
largely  due  to  the  car  shortage,  and  after  it 
reaches  Memphis  it  costs  more  to  deliver  coal ; 
the  streets  are  worse;  drivers  are  paid  higher 
wages;  in  winter  teams  deliver  only  from  three 
to  five  loads  per  day,  whereas  in  summer  it  is 
easy  to  deliver  from  eight  to  ten ;  there  is  a  dis¬ 
integration  of  coal  which  takes  place  more  or 
less  all  the  time  after  coal  is  mined,  and  this 
slackage  of  the  coal  carried  for  months  before 
it  gets  to  consumers  who  wait  until  winter  to 
put  in  their  coal  is  very  large;  a  stock  of  coal 
put  in  during  the  winter  represents  money  on 
which  there  is  interest;  the  coal  stolen  from  cars 
during  the  winter  months  will  average  five  per 
cent.  All  of  these  items  are  legitimate  additions 
to  the  price  of  coal  in  winter,  and  perhaps  I 
could  have  simplified  this  statement  by  giving 
you  the  cost  of  lump  coal  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  in 
the  summer  and  the  cost  in  the  winter. 

“Kentucky  lump  coal  can  be  bought  in  the 
summer  f.  o.  b.  mines  at  $1.10@1.25  per  ton.  I 
know  of  an  offer  now  out  for  five  thousand  tons 
of  Kentucky  lump  at  $1.85  per  ton,  and  do  not 
think  it  will  be  accepted.  .Alabama  coal  being  a 
superior  coal,  costs  more,  namely,  Alabama  lump 
coal  in  summer,  f.  o.  b.  mines,  $1.50  per  ton ; 
.Mabama  lump  coal  in  winter  f.  o.  b.  mines,  $3 
per  ton.  The  fact  is  that  at  the  present  mine 
prices  there  is  practically  nothing  left  to  the 
Memphis  retail  dealer.  I'urthennore,  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  retail  price  of  coal  in  Memphis  is 
less  than  in  other  cities  of  the  south.  The  older 
residents  in  Memphis  remember  when  it  was  no 
uncommon  thing  for  coal  to  sell  at  from  00  to 
70  cents  per  barrel ;  a  price  it  has  never  reached 
since  mines  contiguous  to  Memphis  have  been 
opened  and  double  the  price  it  is  now  selling 
for.” 

E.  S.  Brantner  and  J.  T.  Leamen  have  opened 
a  new  retail  coal  yard  at  Market  and  Williams 
streets,  Chattanooga.  They  will  handle  only  do¬ 
mestic  coal.  Mr.  Brantner  was  formerly  with 
the  Alexander  Coal  Co.,  of  that  city. 
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C.  S.  McManus,  former  general  superintendent 
of  tile  Southern  railroad  and  who  has  lately  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  officials  of  the  Manring  Coal 
I'^xchangc  in  the  Middlesboro  district,  has  just 
been  presented  with  a  handsome  watch  and 
chain  by  former  associates  with  the  railway.  'J'he 
presentation  took  place  at  a  dinner  in  the  recipi¬ 
ent’s  honor  given  at  the  Stratford  Hotel  at 
Knoxville. 

The  coal  situation  in  East  Tennessee  is  re¬ 
ported  very  bad,  attributable  mainly  to  the  car 
shortage.  Some  of  the  railroads  are  making  an 
effort  to  keep  the  mines  going  on  their  lines  and 
others  will  take  coal  for  shipment  to  any  point. 

The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 

Detroit,  Mich. — Nov.  2!). —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — While  prices  in  the  main  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  are  as  firm  as  ever,  there  is  just  a 
slight  slump  on  the  open  market  for  fine  coal. 
The  jobbers,  assisted  by  the  operators,  are  to 
blame  for  that.  Quite  a  lot  of  nut,  pea  and  slack 
and  coarse  slack  from  the  Hocking  and  Pittsburg 
No.  8  districts  have  been  shipped  in  here  of  late, 
depressing  the  market  somewhat  and  considerable 
coal  has  been  sold  at  demurrage  prices.  It  is  the 
old,  old  story  of  the  jobbers  buying  when  prices 
are  inflated  and  overdoing  the  thing,  and  of  the 
operators,  knowing  Detroit  is  a  good  market  for 
spot  stuff,  shipping  a  lot  of  cars  in  and  telling 
their  agents,  the  jobbers,  to  sell  them.  It  de¬ 
moralizes  things  badly. 

Though  the  weather  has  continued  warm,  the 
domestic  trade  has  picked  up  somewhat  and 
prices  in  this  grade  of  coal  continue  stiff. 

Anthraciters  Optimistic. 

The  railroads  have  let  up  somewhat  on  ship¬ 
ping  anthracite  in  open  cars  and  the  situation,  as 
regards  the  car  shortage  is  not  so  acute  as  it  was. 
Coal  is  coming  along  much  faster  from  the  mines, 
though  nut  size  is  still  very  scarce  and  only  a 
big  storm  is  needed  to  make  some  of  the  dealers 
hustle  to  fill  orders.  It  is  stated  here  that  some 
of  the  dealers  out  in  the  state  came  in  here  and 
bought  trust  coal  at  a  small  premium,  but  this  is 
strenuously  denied  by  the  agents.  Another  story 
is  that  the  independent  mines  are  getting  from 
sixty-five  to  seventy-five  cents  premium  for  chest¬ 
nut  when  they  guarantee  prompt  delivery. 

May  Be  a  Famine  Yet. 

While  the  conditions,  both  in  anthracite  and 
bituminous  circles,  have  improved  and  coal  is  not 
quite  as  scarce  as  it  was  ten  days  ago,  the  fear 
of  a  serious  shortage  is  by  no  means  lulled  to 
rest.  Holders  of  regular  contracts,  the  manufac¬ 
turers,  are  crowding  the  agents  badly  and  order¬ 
ing  more  than  their  contracts  call  for.  Though 
most  of  the  contracts  contain  a  clause  that  they 
must  take  an  equal  amount  each  month,  many  of 
the  factories  don’t  live  up  to  that  agreement,  and 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  them  to  hold  off  and 
to  order  in  October  coal  contracted  for  as  early 
as  April.  This  policy  often  loads  down  some 
yards  where  the  coal  is  not  needed  for  present 
consumption  and  forces  other  factories  to  shut 
down  for  want  of  fuel. 

Following  are  some  of  the  prices  quoted  for 
Thanksgiving  reading :  West  Virginia  lump,  $2.00  ; 
egg,  $1.75;  three-quarter,  $1.50;  slack,  80@  85c; 
Jackson  Hill  lump,  still  $2.75;  Massillon,  $2.50; 
West  Virginia  splints,  $2.25,  an  advance  of  twen¬ 
ty-five  cents ;  Hocking  slack,  75c. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

R.  B.  Chase  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Chicago. 

H.  S.  Ayers,  of  the  firm  of  Ayers  &  Chase,  spent 
last  week  in  Pittsburg. 

W.  R.  Field,  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co., 
spent  a  few  days  in  Detroit  last  week. 

C.  M.  Campbell,  of  the  O’Hara  Coal  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  made  a  short  business  trip  to  this  city 
last  Friday. 

The  Black  Diamond’s  magnificent  Thanks¬ 
giving  cover  last  week  aroused  the  admiration  of 
the  coal  men  of  Detroit.  “Splendid !’’  was  the 
universal  verdict. 

V 

We  are  much  pleased  with  your  publication 
and  believe  every  progressive  coal  dealer  should 
be  a  subscriber. — S.  E.  Tilton  &  Son,  Prairie 
Depot,  Ohio. 


General  R.etail  Notes. 

James  Riddle  of  Piketon,  Ohio,  has  purchased 
the  retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  Samuel  Hill, 
Portsmouth. 

The  Johnson  &  Johnson  Co.,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C., 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  buy  and  sell  coal, 
coke  and  other  fuel. 

Retail  dealers  at  Lind,  Wash.,  are  allowing 
consumers  a  discount  of  forty  cents  a  ton,  pro¬ 
vided  the  bill  is  |)aid  before  six  o’clock  on  the 
day  the  order  for  the  fuel  is  given. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Jackson,  Tenn.,  have 
formed  an  organization  which  within  the  next 
week  or  two  will  become  a  member  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  &  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation. 

A  resolution  has  been  adopted  at  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  requiring  drivers  of  coal  wagons  to  weigh 
all  loads  on  city  scales,  and  also  instructing  po¬ 
lice  officers  to  assist  in  the  inspection  of  short 
weights. 

The  retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  the  In- 
denendent  Coal  Co.,  Galion,  Ohio,  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Price  &  Price  Co.,  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers  in  baled  hay  and  straw,  of  the 
same  city. 

The  Carlson  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  is 
erecting  a  modern  office  building  at  040  East 
Grand  avenue.  The  building  will  be  suitable  for 
renting  purposes  as  well  as  for  the  headquarters 
of  the  coal  company. 

The  retail  coal  firm  of  Spencer  &  Van  Atta, 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  has  been  dissolved.  Mr.  Van 
Atta  retiring  to  accept  a  position  with  the  City 
Coal  Co.  of  that  city.  Mr.  Spencer  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  business  alone. 

The  Rumford  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Rumford  Falls,  Maine,  w’rh  a  capital  stock  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  to  conduct  a  general  retail 
fuel  business.  The  incorporators  are  E.  W. 
Howe,  W.  H.  Raye  and  W.  P.  Waterhouse. 

John  F.  McClain,  Marion,  Ind.,  has  acquired 
the  coal  and  wood  yards  of  the  F.  B.  IMerri- 
man  Coal  &  Wood  Co.,  located  at  Tenth  street 
and  the  C.  C.  &  L.  railroad.  This  deal  gives 
Mr.  McClain  a  storage  capacity  of  3,200  tons. 

State  Mine  Inspector  J.  W.  Paul,  of  West 
Virginia,  estimates  that  the  coal  production  of 
the  state  in  the  year  ended  June  thirtieth,  1906, 
was  about  forty-two  million  short  tons,  an  i.n- 
crease  of  five  million  tons  over  the  previous 
year. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Pando  Coal  Co.,  a  retail  concern  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  showing  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  The  incorporators  are  H.  H.  John¬ 
son,  F.  B.  Williams,  G.  C.  Ford  and  G.  H. 
Kelly. 

A  meeting  of  city  officials  was  recently  held 
at  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  the  purpose  of  discuss¬ 
ing  the  advisability  of  establishing  a  municipal 
coal  yard.  It  is  thought  likely  that  the  plan 
will  be  abandoned,  as  it  gained  the  approval  of 
only  a  few  of  those  present. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Eastern  &  Cen¬ 
tral  New  York  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
held  recently  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  were  elected :  John  H.  Lynch,  president, 
Albany;  James  W.  Hunting,  vice-president,  Glens 
Falls;  C.  M.  Stuart,  treasurer,  Albany,  and  C.  B. 
Staats,  secretary,  Albany. 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Co.  make  the  following  statement 
for  the  week  ending  November  twenty-fourth, 
1906  and  previously  during  the  year : 

Rroad  Climber* 

Top.  land.  Total. 
Week  ending  Nov.  24,  190(>..  21,438  r5,309  36,748 

Corresponding  week,  1905...  23,29?  22.196  45. 489 

Total  for  1906 . 724,298  997,392  172,169 

Corresponding  period,  1905.  .056,512  900,090  1,565,602 

Total  for  week .  8.741 

Decrease  for  week .  1,721,691 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  156,088 


Illinois  Coal. 

Compared  with  1904  the  production  of  Illinois 
in  1905  shows  a  gain  of  1,959.,303  short  tons,  or 
4.3  per  cent,  wliile  the  increase  in  value  was  only 
$635,599,  or  .65  per  cent,  the  average  price  per 
ton  having  declined  from  $1.10  in  1904  to  $1.06 
in  1905.  Out  of  the  forty-eight  counties  in  which 
coal  was  produced  in  the  last  two  years  there 
were  seventeen  which  exhibited  an  increased  pro¬ 
duction  in  1905,  while  decreases  occurred  in 
thirty-one.  The  largest  gain  was  made  in  Ma¬ 
coupin  county,  the  output  of  which  increased 
1,007,192  short  tons.  Williamson  came  second 
with  a  gain  of  772.555  tons,  Fulton  third,  with 
282,034  tons,  and  La  Salle  fourth,  with  2.30,470 
tons.  The  greatest  losses  were  sustained  by 
Vermilion  county  (449,808  tons)  and  Clinton 
county  (275,438  tons). 

riie  coal  mines  of  Illinois  gave  employment  in 
1905  to  58,053  men,  who  worked  an  average  of 
201  days,  against  54,685  men  for  213  days  in  1904, 
and  50,596  men  for  228  days  in  1903.  These 
figures  combined  with  the  statistics  of  production 
sliow  that  the  average  production  for  each  man 
employed  was  662.4  short  tons  in  1905,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  667  tons  in  1904,  and  695  tons  in  1903. 
I’he  average  daily  production  for  each  man  was 
3.28  tons  in  1905,  3.13  tons  in  1904,  and  3.28  tons 
in  1903.  The  smaller  total  tonnage  per  man  in, 
1905  was  due  to  the  fewer  number  of  days 
worked,  while  the  larger  average  daily  production 
per  man  was,  in  part  at  least,  due  to  an  increased 
tonnage  with  the  use  of  machines. 

The  number  of  mining  machines  reported  in 
use  in  1905  was  882  against  643  in  1904  and  553 
in  1903.  The  machine-mined  product  increased 
from  7,110,902  tons  in  1904  to  8,672,547  in  1905. 
In  1903  the  production  of  coal  by  machines  was 
7,381,027  short  tons.  The  percentage  of  the 
machine  mined  coal  to  the  total  output  in  1905 
was  22.8  per  cent,  compared  with  19.5  in  1904 
and  19.97  per  cent  in  1903.  Of  the  machines  in 
use  in  1905,  758  were  of  the  pick  or  puncher 
type,  and  123  were  of  the  chain-breast  pattern. 
Only  one  longway  machine  was  reported. 

Increased  Loss  of  Time. 

More  time  was  lost  by  strikes  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Illinois  in  1905  than  for  a  number  of 
years  past,  the  record  of  last  year  showing  that 
15,289  men  out  of  a  total  of  58,053  were  on  strike 
during  the  year  and  lost  an  average  of  twenty- 
one  days  each.  In  1904  there  were  a  few  more 
men  on  strike,  but  the  total  time  lost  was  less 
than  half  that  in  1905.  The  troubles  in  Illinois 
last  year  had  their  inception  to  a  large  extent  in 
the  enactment  of  a  law  by  the  Illinois  legisla¬ 
ture  which  required  the  coal  operators  to  em¬ 
ploy  additional  men  to  fire  the  shots  placed  by 
the  miners.  Under  the  wage-scale  agreement 
the  miners,  it  is  stated,  contracted  not  to  in¬ 
crease  the  expenses  of  mining,  and  the  operators, 
therefore,  refused  to  pay  the  shot-firers’  wages, 
claiming  that  the  miners  in  advocating  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  law  had  violated  their  agreement. 
This  controversy  was  finally  referred  to  Judge 
George  Gray  as  arbitrator,  who  decided  that  the 
e.xpenses  should  be  equally  divided  between  the 
miners  and  operators.  There  is  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  law  has  not  accomplished  any 
good  result,  and  it  is  reported  that  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature  both  sides  will  unite 
in  an  effort  to  have  it  repealed. 

By  far  the  larger  number  of  mines  in  Illi¬ 
nois  work  eight  hours  a  day.  In  1905  there 
were  583  mines  out  of  637  whose  production 
amounted  to  one  thousand  tons,  and  which  gave 
employment  to  56.296  out  of  a  total  of  58,053 
men  that  worked  eight  hours.  Nine  mines  having 
an  average  of  eight  men  each  worked  nine  or  nine 
and  one-half  hours,  and  five  mines  employing  397 
men  in  all  worked  ten  hours. 

The  casualty  record  as  reported  by  Mr.  David 
Ross,  secretary  of  the  bureau  of  labor  statistics, 
shows  that  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
thirtieth,  1905,  there  were  199  fatalities,  and  535 
men  injured.  One  hundred  and  two  wives  were 
made  widows,  and  231  children  were  left  father¬ 
less.  The  death  rate  per  thousand  employes 
was  3.47  and  the  number  of  tons  mined  for  each 
life  lost  was  191,156. 

The  Samoset  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Birmingham.  Ala.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
fifty  thousand  dollars.  J.  S.  Jenkins  of  Carbon 
Hiil  is  president  of  the  new  compaii}'. 
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The  Davis  Colliery  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  have  sold  their  Fifty-ninth  street  yard 
to  the  South  Side  Lumber  &  Coal  Co. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  president  of  Hunter  W. 
Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  builder,  Chicago,  made  a 
business  trip  to  Milwaukee  this  week. 

M.  H.  Taylor,  president  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  and  also  president  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business. 

It  is  reported  on  Dearborn  street  that  a  large 
amount  of  cheap  Fairmont  coal  was  substituted 
on  contracts  and  was  being  offered  for  sale  as 
Al  product  last  week. 

E.  M.  Sands,  manager  of  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has  been 
spending  the  past  week  in  Pittsburg  in  the  inter¬ 
est  of  the  company. 

W.  L.  McCauley,  secretary  of  the  W.  B.  Stone 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
is  making  a  business  trip  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  districts  in  the  interest  of  the  company. 

George  C.  Huebner  &  Son,  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Detroit,  have  been  appointed  western 
representatives  for  the  Consolidated  Ohio  Coal 
Co.,  who  are  producers  of  Coshocton  coal. 

E.  L.  Booth  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co., 
recently  attended,  with  several  other  prominent 
Chicago  coal  men  and  personal  friends,  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  daughter  of  Mr.  E.  N.  Saunders, 
president  of  the  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  St. 
Paul. 

The  Clinton  Coal  Co.,  Clinton,  Ind.,  has  almost 
completed  work  on  its  new  mine  at  that  place, 
the  Crown  Hill  No.  3.  The  operation  will  be 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  in  the  state, 
capable  of  hoisting  more  than  any  two  mines  in 
the  district. 

A  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  Co¬ 
operative  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  as 
the  result  of  a  petition  filed  by  Robert  Keller, 
charging  that  the  company  had  outstanding 
debts. 

The  MacBride  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fisher  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  stock 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  Arthur  J.  MacBride 
is  president  and  general  manager  of  this  new 
company,  which  succeeds  to  the  business  of  Mac¬ 
Bride,  Simpson  &  MacMillan  Co. 

The  Briar  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Mo.,  has  let  contracts  for  sinking  four 
shafts  and  the  construction  of  one  thousand  coke 
ovens  at  Khedive,  on  the  line  of  the  proposed 
Uniortown  &  Wheeling  short  line.  The  enter¬ 
prise  complete  will  cost  about  $2,000,00. 

Health  Commissioner  Bading,  of  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  is  making  an  inspection  of  the  works  of  the 
Semet-Solvay  Gas  &  Coke  Co.,  of  that  city,  in 
consequence  of  the  complaint  of  citizens  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  plant,  charging  that  it  is 
a  nuisance  on  account  of  escaping  gases. 

The  annual  meeting  and  election  of  officers  of 
the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association  will  be 
held  at  the  Savery  Hotel,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on 
December  eleventh.  Much  interest  centers  upon 
the  election  of  officers  and  it  is  freely  predicted 
that  J.  P.  Reese,  commissioner  for  the  operators, 
will  be  unanimously  re-elected. 

The  majority  of  the  coal  dealers  recently  in¬ 
dicted  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  charged  with  unlawful 
trade  combination  and  violation  of  the  anti-trust 
laws  of  Nebraska,  have  already  appeared  and 


given  bail  to  the  amount  of  $1,000.  It  develops 
that  the  sole  evidence  upon  which  the  grand 
jury  indicted  the  dealers  was  that  given  before 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  at  the  re¬ 
cent  Union  Pacific  hearing. 

The  ruling  of  the  railroads  to  the  effect  that 
cars  shall  not  leave  their  lines  is  having  a  tre¬ 
mendous  effect  upon  the  Chicago  coal  market. 
Almost  every  sales  agent  on  the  street  has  a 
large  number  of  orders  for  coal  to  be  delivered 
at  points  where  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
cars  be  reconsigned  to  other  lines. 

William  Job,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  filed  suit 
against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  for 
$500,000  damages.  He  alleges  that  upon  the 
strength  of  the  railroad  company’s  promise  to 
furnish  cars,  he  took  a  contract  to  supply  the 
Northwestern  Fuel  Co.  with  120,000  tons  of  coal 
and  the  railroad  failed  to  provide  the  cars. 

As  fifty  of  the  larger  railroads  of  the  country 
have  agreed  to  increase  the  per  diem  charge  for 
the  use  of  foreign  cars  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
cents,  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  an  im¬ 
provement  in  car  movement.  The  agreement 
will  be  in  force  for  seven  months,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  it  will  undoubtedly  be  renewed  if  it 
is  found  necessary. 

Indiana  coal  operators  claim  that  the  city  of 
Indianapolis  should  cancel  its  contract  for 
nonunion  West  Virginia  coal  and  use  the 
domestic  coals  at  the  Brightwood  waterworks 
and  other  buildings.  If  the  present  contract 
is  cancelled  it  is  very  likely  that  the  local  oper¬ 
ators  will  make  the  city  a  proposition  to  in¬ 
stall  smoke  preventing  equipment  free  of 
charge. 

Suit  has  been  filed  by  Snead  &  Megujre 
against  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  asking  damages  for  failure  to  deliver 
twenty  cars  of  Sagamore  coal  purchased  sev¬ 
eral  months  ago.  The  amount  prayed  for,  rep¬ 
resents  the  plaintiff’s  loss  of  profit,  and  they 
state  that  they  will  later  claim  all  the  loss 
which  resulted  from  the  substitution  of  other 
coal  at  higher  prices. 

The  friends  of  George  Bagwill,  who  has,  for 
the  past  several  years  been  an  official  in  the  min¬ 
ers’  union,  will  be  glad  to  know  that  he  has 
been  employed  by  the  new  Virginia  Coal  Co., 
of  Williamson  county,  as  their  superintendent  at 
a  good  big  salary.  Mr.  Bagwill  has  every  capa¬ 
bility  to  make  a  good  superintendent  and  no 
doubt  will  prove  himself  equal  to  the  occasion. 

Report  comes  from  Preston,  Ida.,  that  ice- 
crowned  King  Winter  has  made  his  debut,  leav¬ 
ing  in  the  wake  of  his  frigid  path  six  inches  of 
the  beautiful.  On  the  twenty-first  the  theremom- 
eter  registered  ten  degrees  below  zero.  Coal  was 
an  absolute  luxury.  People  suffered  the  pangs 
of  cold.  Coal  was  rationed  out.  No  one  could 
procure  more  than  two  hundred  pounds  for  love 
or  money. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Spring  Valley  Coal 
Co.  has  established  such  a  reputation  for  deliv¬ 
ering  train  load  orders  of  coal  that  it  has  be¬ 
come  famous  way  out  in  Nevada.  Mr.  Dalzell, 
general  manager  of  the  company,  one  day  last 
week  received  a  telegram  from  Goldfield,  Nev., 
for  a  train  load  of  coal.  The  prohibitive  freight 
rate  of  $18.80  per  net  ton  made  it  impossible  for 
the  company  to  accept  the  order. 

The  engineering  experiment  station  coal  test¬ 
ing  plant,  located  in  the  mechanical  engineering 
laboratory  of  the  University  of  Illinois  is  rapidly 
undergoing  extensive  improvements.  Platforms 


arc  being  erected,  instruments  and  apparatus  per¬ 
manently  located,  and  every  facility  for  the  effi¬ 
cient  handling  of  coal,  ashes,  etc.,  installed.  The 
plant  is  for  the  testing  of  Illinois  coals  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  results  obtained  will  be  of  great 
value  to  both  large  and  small  consumers. 

The  Burlington  railroad  is  about  to  cease  haul¬ 
ing  all  grain  until  the  coal  shortage  in  Nebraska 
has  been  relieved.  The  car  congestion  has  be¬ 
come  so  serious  that  several  towns  are  without 
a  ton  of  coal  in  reserve.  The  situation  demands 
immediate  remedy.  The  Burlington  officials  say 
they  cannot  possibly  supply  the  demand  for 
freight  cars  for  grain  and  coal  at  the  same  time. 
As  the  coal  demand  is  imperative  and  grain  can 
wait  awhile,  they  will  turn  their  attention  toward 
relieving  the  coal  famine. 

The  suit  of  the  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  versus 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  came  up  in  one 
of  the  courts  in  this  city  last  week.  The  judge 
in  the  case  handed  down  a  decision  in  favor  of 
the  complainant.  It  seems  that  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  confiscated  some  coal  which 
had  been  previously  sold  to  Hunter  W.  Finch 
&  Co.  The  railroad  sent  a  check  to  the  mines 
in  payment  of  the  coal,  which  was  accepted  but 
since  the  coal  clearly  belonged  to  the  complain¬ 
ant  they  had  little  difficulty  in  securing  judg¬ 
ment. 

The  interstate  commerce  commission  reports 
earnings  and  expenses  of  railways  operating 
220,028  miles,  or  ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the 
country’s  mileage,  for  the  year  ended  June  thir¬ 
tieth,  1900,  as  follows:  Gross  earnings,  $2,318,- 
700,030,  or  $10,453  a  mile;  passenger  earnings, 
$618,555,934,  or  $2,811  a  mile;  freight  earnings, 
$1,640,942,802,  or  $7,458  a  mile ;  operating  e.x- 
penses,  $1,532,103,153,  or  $6,963  a  mile;  net  earn¬ 
ings,  $787,597,877,  being  $3,580  a  mile,  and  nearly 
ninety-seven  million  dollars  more  than  for  the 
previous  year.  Income  from  other  sources  ag¬ 
gregated  $132,624,982.  Dividends  were  $229,406,- 
.598  and  taxes,  $68,903,288. 

The  Chicago  Coal  Dealers’  association  con¬ 
tinues  to  perform  a  most  valuable  service  to  the 
retail  coal  industry.  The  purpose  of  the  associ¬ 
ation  is  the  securing  and  maintaining  of  equable 
and  fair  business  relations  between  all  of  its 
members  and  the  public.  It  aims  to  prevent  the 
substitution  of  inferior  grades  of  coal  or  the 
mixing  of  poor  coal  witli  the  better  products. 
It  attempts  to  ascertain  the  financial  standing  of 
customers  to  prevent  had  debts  and  labor  trou¬ 
bles.  It  also  endeavors  to  put  a  stop  to  the  short 
weight  nuisance.  Last  week  Deputy  Sealer  Hur¬ 
ley,  acting  under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Grcin, 
City  Sealer,  made  an  investigation  of  the  weight 
of  a  load  of  coal  which  Fox  Brothers,  Springfield 
avenue  and  Taylor  street,  had  planned  to  deliver 
to  Mrs.  N.  Sinnott,  821  St.  Louis  avenue.  The 
coal  in  question  was  weighed  by  Edward  Fox. 
The  deputy  sealer  followed  the  load  to  destina¬ 
tion  where  he  demanded  the  ticket  which  the 
driver  surrendered  to  him.  The  driver,  however, 
asked  permission  to  ’phone  the  office,  which  re¬ 
quest  was  granted,  and  he  waited  for  Mr.  Fox  to 
come  and  settle  the  controversy.  He  arrived  in 
a  bad  state  of  mind,  but  consented  to  have 
the  coal  weighed  on  the  city  scales.  Later  on 
IMr.  Fo.x  got  into  the  wagon  and  told  the  driver 
to  return  to  the  yard,  at  which  time  the  deputy 
sealer  took  the  horses  by  the  head.  Mr.  Fo.x  be¬ 
came  so  angry  at  this  that  he  threw  a  piece  of 
egg  coal  at  the  deputy  scaler,  hitting  him  on  the 
scalp.  By  this  time  a  policeman  came  along  and 
took  Mr.  h'ox  to  the  Lawndale  police  station. 
He  was  fined  twenty-five  dollars  for  resisting 
an  officer  and  the  case  for  attempting  to  give 
short  weight  will  come  up  for  trial  in  the  muni¬ 
cipal  courts.  The  maximum  fine  is  $200. 
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There  are  two  ways  of  settling  a  labor  dispute ;  one 
Ethics  of  arbitration  and  the  other  with  a  shotgun.  Both 

Arbitration.  methods  have  succeeded.  The  union  considers  the 
strike  a  weapon  of  defense  and  offense.  The  employers’ 
power  lies  in  the  lockout.  Labor  is  considered  a  commodity,  plus  the 
laborer.  Wherever  labor  is  sold  the  laborer  must  go  to  deliver  it.  This  at 
once  differentiates  labor  as  a  commodity  from  all  other  forms  of  inanimate 
commodities.  Since  the  laborer  possesses  reason,  volition,  and  other  attri¬ 
butes  which  go  to  make  him  a  man,  he  therefore  has  a  right  to  refuse 
to  sell  his  labor  under  conditions  which  are  not  satisfactory  to  him.  When 
a  dispute  arises  between  labor  and  capital  which  cannot  be  settled  by  the 
officers  of  the  union  or  the  representatives  of  the  employers,  the  differences 
are  generally  submitted  to  arbitration.  The  parties  to  the  controversy  agree 
to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators,  the  uninterested  third  party.  This 
seems  rational  and  public  opinion  demands  it.  There  is  one  case,  however, 
where  the  miners  have  not  been  willing  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
arbitrators. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  association,  which  will  be 
held  December  11th  at  Des  Moines,  the  question  of  the  non-acceptance  of 
the  arbitrators’  decision  in  the  Mystic  case  will  no  doubt  receive  considera¬ 
tion.  The  Mystic  case,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  inre,  the  machine  crew 
at  Mystic  being  allowed  to  work  on  idle  days  in  order  to  make  up  lost 
time  occasioned  by  obstructions  not  under  their  control.  The  question 
naturally  was  referred  to  arbitration.  It  was  even  sent  to  the  joint  board 
before  it  was  submitted  to  the  arbitrators.  One  of  the  arbitrators  was 
F.  W.  Else  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  who  was  suggested  by  President  White,  of 
the  Iowa  Mine  Workers’  Union,  and  whose  position  was  sufficient 
guarantee  of  his  qualification  to  act  on  the  arbitration  board.  The  result  is 
to  the  effect  that  the  case  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  operators.  Official  an¬ 
nouncement  has  now  been  made  that  President  White  will  not  accept  the 
decision. 

This  is  worse  than  school  boy  play,  because  it  takes  away  the  strongest 
prop  which  has  been  holding  up  the  union  in  all  its  troubles.  It  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  republican  form  of  government. 
What  would  happen  if  one  of  the  principals  in  a  case  of  litigation  should 


refuse  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  jury?  Someone  says;  “Why  not  hold 
the  union  responsible?”  But  it  is  at  once  apparent  that  the  union  has  no 
legal  existence.  It  is  not  an  incorporated  body  and  therefore  cannot  be 
sued  for  damages  or  put  into  jail.  When  it  gets  a  decision  which  it  does 
not  like  it  can  play  horse  if  it  chooses  and  no  one  can  take  hold  of  the 
bridle  and  hitch  it  up  to  the  post  of  Justice.  This  conduct,  if  it  continues, 
is  bound  to  destroy  public  opinion  in  the  unions’  honest  motives.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  the  union  has  so  little  judgment  as  to  permit  such  a  condi¬ 
tion  as  this  to  exist.  It  should  be  remembered  that  capital  was  forced  to 
accept  arbitration  as  a  method  of  settling  disputes  because  public  opinion 
demanded  it.  But  when  the  union  will  not  accept  the  decision  of  the  unin¬ 
terested  third  party,  when  it  refuses  to  follow  the  standard  which  public 
opinion  dictates,  then  it  may  be  expected  to  lose  the  influence  of  its  mighty 
power. 

In  the  last  anthracite  strike  the  union  failed  to  get  the  sympathy  which 
made  the  former  strike  so  successful.  When  public  opinion  is  destroyed 
then  operators  may  use  the  shotgun  method,  because  it  is  generally  conceded 
that  organized  labor  has  no  right  to  restrict  any  laborer  from  selling  his 
labor  where  he  chooses.  The  Supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  has  recently 
rendered  an  important  decision.  It  declares  that  organized  labor  has  a 
right  to  strike  and  to  institute  strikes,  in  accordance  with  the  common  legal 
status  of  every  citizen  to  pursue  his  vocation  as  he  thinks  best.  But  the 
court  has  ruled  that  it  is  illegal  for  a  union  to  involve  any  innocent  party  in 
the  dispute.  The  allegation  of  this  decision  is  to  the  effect  that  a  sympathetic 
strike  is  illegal.  The  chances  for  a  successful  lockout  in  the  bituminous 
regions  are  most  excellent.  There  are  so  many  bituminous  coal  fields,  the 
operators  are  so  numerous  and  there  are  so  many  mines  which  are  operating 
by  non-union  labor  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  union  to  control 
the  situation.  The  case,  however,  in  the  anthracite  district  is  very  different. 
The  hard  coal  fields  are  in  a  restricted  area.  There  is  practically  no  hard 
coal  out  of  the  Pennsylvania  field.  It  is  an  easy  matter  for  the  miners  to 
hold  a  convention  in  which  each  anthracite  district  would  be  fully  repre¬ 
sented.  Consequently  when  a  suspension  of  work  is  ordered  it  would  become 
more  effective  provided  it  had  the  approval  of  public  opinion. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  union  will  see  the  fallacy  of  its  position  in  the  recent 
dispute  and  that  at  the  coming  convention  the  matter  will  be  adjusted  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The  union  has  a  tremendous  function  to  per¬ 
form  in  American  labor.  It  tends  to  destroy  class  distinction,  shake  up 
society  and  bring  the  best  to  the  top.  Some  operators  claim  that  union  labor 
is  generally  more  efficient  and  cheaper  in  the  end.  The  union  stands  for  the 
elevation  of  the  laborer,  who  should  not  be  content  with  a  living  wage  meas¬ 
ured  only  by  the  iron  bound  law  of  supply  and  demand.  The  laborer  should 
have  time  for  recreation,  time  to  educate  himself  in  order  that  he  may 
become  more  efficient  in  his  vocation.  He  should  receive  sufficient  compensa¬ 
tion  for  his  services  which  will  enable  him  to  live  comfortably.  Trade 
unionism  stands  for  these  principles  and  for  the  restriction  of  injustice. 
When  it  operates  on  this  basis  it  has  the  approval  of  public  opinion. 

Last  week  160  cars  of  coal  in  Chicago  were  subject  to 
A  Prsctical  De=  demurrage.  We  are  constantly  hearing  of  strenuous 
murrage  Law  complaints  from  every  direction  as  to  the  e.xcessive  de- 
Indispensable.  jj.|  shipment  of  coal  on  the  part  of  the  railroads. 

Some  dealers  are  receiving  coal  this  week  on  orders  placed  last  September. 
Others  claim  that  they  are  losing  thousands  of  dollars  on  contracts  and 
possible  sales,  because  certain  railroads  are  refusing  to  permit  cars  to  go  to 
foreign  lines  or  on  account  of  insufficient  equipment.  In  the  face  of  these 
conditions  it  is  difficult  for  the  rational  mind  to  see  any  justice  in  the  rail¬ 
roads  charging  up  car  service  when  delayed  shipments  are  costing  operators 
and  sales  agents  thousands  of  dollars  every  week.  It  is  generally  known 
that  the  velocity  of  freight  cars  is  surprisingly  low  and  that  cars  have  been 
short  for  years.  Some  one  has  suggested  that  the  offering  of  a  premium 
for  prompt  unloading  of  cars  which  should  be  credited  to  the  shipper  would 
have  a  tendency  to  partly  solve  the  problem. 

A  rational  demurrage  law  would  increase  the  number  of  freight  cars 
twenty-five  per  cent.  It  would  specify :  1.  the  average  velocity  of  freight  for 

all  classes  of  commodities ;  2.  the  prompt  supply  of  cars  to  shippers,  said 
distribution  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  commission  representing  the 
highest  interests  of  commerce ;  3.  an  increase  in  the  number  of  available 
cars  when  a  serious  car  shortage  predominates  and  the  ability  of  the  com¬ 
mission  to  bring  suit  against  the  railroads  when  such  a  shortage  was  not 
eliminated  in  reasonable  time;  4.  the  prompt  removal  of  loaded  cars  from 
loading  stations ;  5.  the  prompt  usage  of  idle  cars  which  have  been  unloaded 
by  shippers ;  6.  the  allowance  of  a  reasonable  length  of  time  for  the  loading 
and  unloading  of  cars,  dependent  upon  the  kind  of  commodity  and  the  size  of 
the  car ;  7.  a  demurrage  charge  on  empty  as  well  as  loaded  cars  when  not 
moved  at  specified  velocity ;  8.  establishment  of  a  credit  account  with  all 
responsible  firms  alike. 
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Application  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act 

to  Shippers. 


What  Is  to  be  the  Difference? 

Another  question  also  may  arise.  Given  a 
case  where  the  circumstances  and  conditions  are 
essentially  dissimilar,  substantially  dissimilar, 
what  is  to  be  the  difference  in  rate?  Shall  it  be 
in  proportion  to  the  dissimilarity?  Manifestly 
so;  but  where  is  the  line  by  which  this  is  to 
be  gauged?  Suppose  the  circumstances  and  con¬ 
ditions  are  only  slightly  dissimilar,  must  the  re¬ 
lation  of  rates  be  different  than  if  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  conditions  be  essentially  dissimilar? 
What,  in  short,  is  the  relation  of  the  degree  of 
dissimilarity  to  the  two  rates  provided  by  the 
tariff?  These  questions  lead  to  the  prohibitions 
involved  in  other  portions  of  the  statute,  are  not 
easy  of  reply  and  must  in  each  case  as  they  arise 
receive  a  reply  applicable  to  that  case,  and  fre¬ 
quently  to  that  case  alone.  The  similarity  or 
dissimilarity  of  circumstances  and  conditions  has 
been  held  to  be  a  question  of  fact  and  not  of 
law;  a  question  for  the  consideration  more  of 
good  business  policy  than  of  legal  learning. 

Whenever  a  carrier  claims  to  be  relieved  from 
the  operation  of  this  section,  it  claims  that  thu 
circumstances  and  conditions  are  “substantially 
dissimilar.”  The  reasons  alleged  why  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  conditions  are  dissimilar  are  not 
particularly  numerous,  but  are  often  spread  out 
to  great  length.  In  truth,  the  one  thing  which 
the  carrier  puts  up  as  a  defense  for  its  action 
is  competition.  It  claims  to  be  under  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  making  a  less  rate  for  the  long  haul  be¬ 
cause  it  is  driven  to  it  by  reason  of  competition. 
Competition  is,  in  their  defense,  the  all  pervading 
influence.  While  not  wishing  to  cast  any  reflec¬ 
tion  upon  the  carriers  who  are  fond  of  putting 
up  this  defense,  it  is  nevertheless  safe  to  say 
that  the  competition  between  carriers  today  is  of 
little  or  no  potentiality.  It  is  too  well  known 
a  fact  that  rates  are  almost  exclusively  “agreed 
rates”  for  any  one  to  seriously  talk  about  the 
competition  between  carriers.  But  other  kinds 
of  competition  are  urged. 

The  competition  to  which  the  carrier  addresses 
Itself,  and  through  which  it  hopes  to  be  relieved, 
and  by  which  it  is  more  frequently  relieved  are: 
Competition  of  carriers  subject  to  the  act  to 
regulate  commerce;  competition  of  a  carrier  not 
subject  to  the  act;  competition  of  markets;  and 
competition,  unnamed  and  undescribed.  The  last 
kind  of  competition  is  brought  into  the  limelight 
upon  any  and  all  occasions  when  the  former 
kinds  or  other  defenses  will  not  suffice.  Com¬ 
petition  is  never  urged  as  a  defense  when,  in  a 
comparison  of  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  two  cases,  they  are  so  dissimilar  as '  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  rates;  volume  of  traffic  may  suf¬ 
fice;  regularity  of  movement  may  avail.  If  these 
are  sufficient,  competition  is  held  in  reserve; 
otherwise  it  is  brought  forward. 

The  competition  which  is  said  to  exist  be¬ 
tween  rival  carriers  subject  to  the  act  to  regulate 
commerce  has  in  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
decided  cases  permitted  the  carrier  to  assume 
that  there  is  a  substantial  dissimilarity  of  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  conditions.  So,  also,  where  a 
carrier  subject  to  the  act  comes  in  competition 
with  one  not  subject  to  the  act — a  rail  carrier 
in  competition  with  a  water  carrier — the  former 
is  permitted  to  violate  the  section,  for  the  rea¬ 
son  that  this  competition  is  said  to  bring  about 
a  substantial  dissimiliarity  of  circumstances  and 
conditions. 

Circumstances  and  Conditions. 

A  careful  reading  of  the  section  will  dispel 
one  error  into  which  the  public  has  fallen.  It  is 
often  supposed  that  the  prohibition  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  tariff  must  be  graded,  that  the 
charge  to  the  interior  point  must  be  less  than  to 
the  more  distant  one.  It  is  clear,  however,  that 
the  prohibition  is  to  the  effect  that  the  charge  to 
the  nearer  place  shall  not  be  more  than  to  the 
more  distant  place.  Thus,  if  the  circumstances 
and  conditions  be  essentially  similar,  the  law  is 
not  violated  if  the  charge  to  the  nearer  place  be 
the  same  as  the  charge  to  the  more  distant  one. 
It  is  true  that  other  sections  of  the  statute  may 
be  violated  by  such  action,  but  there  is  no  viola¬ 


tion  of  section  4  in  such  an  arrangement  of  rates. 
Under  such  decisions  the  making  of  “group 
rates” — rates  of  the  same  amount  to  a_  consider¬ 
able  territory — are  permitted  under  this  part  of 
the  law. 

So,  also,  the  rate  between  two  local  points  on 
a  line  may  be  more  than  the  joint  through  rate 
for  a  longer  haul,  a  portion  of  which  is  the  road 
connecting  the  two  local  points.  Also  a  joint 
through  rate  may  be  less  than  the  sum  of  the  two 
local  rates,  or,  in  fact  less  than  the  local  rate  of 
either  of  the  carriers  which  constitute  the  joint 
line.  On  the  contrary,  however,  two  or  more 
carriers  cannot,  without  violating  this  section, 
make  a  joint  through  rate  from  one  point  to 
another  point  which  is  less  than  a  joint  rate  to 
an  intermediate  point.  In  short,  there  is,  in 
considering  joint  rates,  no  relation  between  joint 
rates  and  local  rates,  as  far  as  the  violation  of 
this  section  is  concerned ;  the  one  is  no  gauge 
for  the  other,  except  in  so  far  as  it  may  tend  to 
show  the  reasonableness  of  a  charge.  Because 
a  local  rate  is  more  or  less  than  the  joint  through 
rate,  or  because  the  joint  through  rate  is  more 
or  less  than  the  local  rate  or  the  sum  of  locals, 
does  not  bring  a  carrier  enforcing  such  rates 
within  this  section  of  the  law. 

That  portion  of  the  section  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  the  greatest  amount  of  interpretation, 
these  words  which  have  been  most  often  over¬ 
looked  by  the  public,  the  phraseology  which  has 
been  the  cause  of  much  contention,  is  “under 
substantially  similar  circumstances  and  condi¬ 
tions.”  These  words  contain  the  core  of  the 
whole  matter.  Around  them  circles  all  of  the 
complaints.  Under  them  the  carriers  have  found 
a  shield  to  protect  their  rates.  Ordinarily  one 
would  not  place  much  weight  on  these  words. 
True,  they  mark  out  the  line  which  authorizes 
the  carrier  to  make  such  rates  as  he  desires. 

If  the  traffic  moves  “under  substantially  similar 
circumstances  and  conditions,”  the  carrier  is 
prohibited  to  charge  more  for  the  less  than  the 
greater  haul.  By  the  wording  of  the  section  it  is 
clear  to  see  that  whenever  a  case  falls  within 
this  description,  it  brings  into  play  the  law.  If 
the  case  is  such  that  the  “circumstances  and 
conditions”  are  not  substantially  similar,  the  car¬ 
rier  is  at  liberty  to  make  such  rates,  practically, 
as  it  may  see  fit.  Such  is  clear  where  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
are  essentially  dissimilar. 

A  serious  question,  however,  arises  where 
there  is  but  a  slight  dissimilarity.  It_  is  difficult 
to  secure  two  cases  which  are  identical.  It  is 
more  difficult  to  say  to  just  what  extent,  to  what 
degree,  the  circumstances  and  conditions  must  be 
dissimilar  in  order  to  permit  the  charges  pro¬ 
vided  by  a  tariff;  so,  also,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
when  two  set  of  circumstances  and  conditions 
are  so  closely  similar  that  this  section  shall  ap¬ 
ply.  The  weight  of  authority  is  that  the  circum¬ 
stances  and  conditions  must  be  substantially  dis¬ 
similar.  What  can  be  considered  “substantial  in 
this  behalf  is  very  doubtful.  It  does  not  admit 
of  accurate  definition,  but  rests  largely  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court.  What  one  would  con¬ 
sider  substantially  dissimilar,  another  would  con¬ 
sider  substantially  similar.  As  it  is,  each  case 
must  stand  upon  its  own  premise.  No  general 
rule  can  be  laid  down. 

Judge  Taft’s  Opinion. 

That  competition  will  create,  if  existing,  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  conditions  dissimilar  there  is  no 
doubt.  The  question  is.  How  much  competition 
must  there  be?  No  one  denies  that  competition 
may  reduce  rates.  It  is  a  question  whether  or 
not  in  a  particular  case  it  does.  It  would  seem 
that  the  competition  should  be  bona  fide,  active, 
forceful  and  potential.  The  courts  agree  that  it 
must  be  potential,  but  are  not  of  orie  mind  on 
whalt  constitutes  potential  competition.  It  is 
manifest  that  if  a  carrier  plead  water  competi¬ 
tion  by  a  river  which  is  not  navigable,  it  ought 
not  to  prevail ;  so,  if  one  plead  the  competition 
of  a  carrier  which  it  owns  or  controls ;  so,  if,  in 
considering  a  particular  traffic-yone  which  can¬ 
not  be  transported  by  water — if  water  compe¬ 


tition  be  pleaded.  Probably  the  best  judicial 
writing  upon  the  subject  of  competition  is  to 
lie  found  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Taft  in  the 
East  Tennessee  case.  On  the  bench  sat  Mr. 
Justice  Harlan,  who  concurred  in  the  opinion 
written  by  Judge  Taft.  The  opinion  reads,  in 

^”^“It  is  contended  on  behalf  of  the  defendants 
that  the  circumstances  anti  conditions  of  their 
Nashville  business  are  not  similar  to  those  of 
their  Chattanooga  business,  in  that  at  Nashville 
they  encounter  competition  which  they  must  meet 
by  lowering  their  rates  in  order  to  secure  any 
business  at  all,  while  at  Chattanooga  such  com¬ 
petition  does  not  exist.  This  competition  is  said 
to  be  of  two  kinds: 

“First,  the  potential,  but  not  actual,  compe¬ 
tition  afforded  by  the  situation  of  Nashville  on 
the  Cumberland  river,  by  which  it  may  be 
reached  nine  months  in  the  year  by  steamboat 
from  Evansville  and  Cincinnati.  This  gives 
Nashville  water  communication  with  points  on 
the  east  and  west  trunk  lines,  whose  rates  are 
33J^  per  cent  less  than  the  southern  rates,  and 
thus,  it  is  said,  makes  it  practically  a  trunk-line 
point.  The  evidence  does  not  sustain  the  claim 
that  in  respect  to  through  rates  from  New  York 
to  Nashville  via  Ohio  river  points  the  river  com¬ 
petition  has  any  effect  whatever.  The  witnesses 
for  the  defendants  admit  that  no  through  freight 
from  New  York  to  Nashville  is  ever  carried  by 
the  Ohio  and  Cumberland  rivers;  and  this  al¬ 
though  the  rates  by  river  are  from  twenty  to 
twenty-five  per  cent  less  than  the  proportion  of 
the  through  New  York  rate  to  Nashville,  col¬ 
lected  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad 
company  for  carriage  from  Cincinnati  to  Nash¬ 
ville.  But  it  is  said  that  if  the  rate  is  increased 
to  Nashville  so  as  to  make  it  the  same  as  that 
of  Chattanooga  then  the  river  lines  will  become 
formidable  competitors  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  company  in  the  through  traffic;  and 
freight  experts  have  been  produced  by  the  de¬ 
fendants  who  vaguely  express  the  opinion  that 
to  increase  the  additions  made  to  the  trunk  line 
rates  from  New  York  to  Cincinnati  by  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  railroad  company,  for  its  part 
of  the  through  carriage  to  Nashville,  would  in¬ 
duce  river  competition  on  this  traffic. 

“There  has  been  presented  to  us  an  able  ar¬ 
gument  to  show  the  powerful  effect  of  potential 
water  competition  upon  railway  rates  in  cases 
where  comparatively  a  small  percentage  of  the 
freight  is  actually  carried  by  water.  The  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  Erie  canal  upon  grain  rates  of  freight 
is  cited  as  a  significant  illustration.  We  fully 
concede  much  of  what  is  contended  on  this  head, 
but  we  find  it  to  have  little  or  no  application  to 
the  case  in  hand.  It  appears  by  the  undisputed 
evidence  that  the  rates  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  from  Cincinnati,  Louisville  and 
Evansville  have  practically  destroyed,  not  only 
the  New  York  through  business  by  river,  but 
the  local  river  business  from  those  points  to 
Nashville.  The  total  amount  of  traffic  on  the 
Cumberland  river  to  Nashville  is  so  insignificant, 
as  compared  with  the  local  traffic  to  the  same 
place,  that  it  is  not  worthy  of  notice.  Now, 
the  local  railway  rates  to  Nashville  from  Ohio 
river  points  are  about  fifty  per  cent  higher  than 
the  through  rates  on  New  York  shipments  be¬ 
tween  the  same  points.  To  make  the  through 
New  York  rate  to  Nashville  the  same  as  that 
to  Chattanooga,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  com¬ 
pany  will  not  have  to  charge  as  much  for  its 
part  of  the  carriage  as  its  local  rates.  If  the 
local  rates  have  reduced  river  transportation  to 
a  minimum  it  is  clear  that  any  increase  of 
through  rates,  under  which  they  would  still  be 
less  than  local  rates,  cannot  affect  river  compe¬ 
tition  at  all.  In  other  words,  the  margin  of  pos¬ 
sible  increase  in  the  through  rates,  without  af¬ 
fecting  river  competition,  includes  all  the  in¬ 
crease  in  rates  required  to  comply  with  the  order 
appealed  from,  even  if  the  carriers  elect  to  bring 
about  the  equality  enjoined  in  the  order  by  in¬ 
creasing  the  Nashville  rate  to  the  Chattanooga 
rate.  We  may,  therefore,  eliminate  Cumberland 
river  competition  as  a  factor  in  reaching  our  con¬ 
clusion. 
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Cost  of  Coal  Handling  Machinery  and  Pockets 


The  cost  f)f  a  retail  coal  pocket  will  vary 
widely  with  local  conditions  as  will  the  cost 
of  a  coaling  trestle.  As  between  the  trestle 
and  the  mechanical  pocket  there,  can  lie  no 
([iiestion  that  unless  the  conditions  dcciaedly 
favor  it  the  trestle  will  cost  more  to  build, 
take  more  space  and  after  the  first-  ten  or 
twelve  years  be  consideraltly  more  expensive 
in  maintenance,  owing  to  the  rapid  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  the  heavy  timbers  and  the  racking 
to  which  these  are  subjected  by  the  present 
heavy  railway  etjuipment. 

Under  ordinary  conditions  the  cost  of  a 
thirty-foot  wood  trestle  of  six  hundred  ton 
storage  capacity  in  elevated  bins  would  be 
about  double  the  cost  of  a  flat  bottomed  me¬ 
chanically  operated  pocket.  Building  the 
pocket  with  a  sloping  floor  raises  its  price 
eighteen  per  cent;  that  is,  the  relative  costs 
arc:  Trestle,  200;  flat  pocket,  100;  and  sloping 
door  pocket,  118. 

For  a  twelve  hundred  ton  capacity  trestle 
with  the  approach  on  a  four  per  cent  grade 
filled  in  for  four  hundred  feet,  or  ur>  fn  .six¬ 
teen  feet  in  height,  and  the  balance  timber 
trestle  bents  widening  into  double  track  at 
the  top,  the  relative  cost  would  be:  Mechanic¬ 
ally  operated  pocket,  100;  trestle,  2.'jn 

Roughly,  the  pocket  will  average  seventy- 
five  feet  of  lumber  to  the  ton  of  storage,  cost¬ 
ing  about  $55  per  thousand  feet  erected.  The 
machinery  will  cost  from  $1,000  for  a  six 
hundred  ton  pocket  to  $3,500  or  over  for  a 
three  thousand  ton  pocket,  depending  upon 
local  conditions  and  relative  position  of  track 
and  pocket. 

The  advantages  of  mechanical  handling  will, 
of  course,  become  less  apparent  with  decreased 
tonnage.  There  is  undoubtedly  a  point  at 
which  the  tonnage  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant 
the  expenditure  for  coal  handling.  Just 
where  this  point  is  must  depend  on  local  con¬ 
ditions  and  only  a  careful  study  of  the  prob¬ 
able  cost  can  determine  what  sort  of  plant 
is  the  proper  one. 

The  trestle  cuts  down  the  cost  of  unloading 
from  the  car,  and  if  high  enough  to  provide 
elevated  storage  bins,  lessens  also  the  cost  of 
loading  wagons  and  screening,  which  last  is 
then  accomplished  by  perforated  bottom 
chutes. 

Advantages  of  the  Pocket. 

As  between  the  trestle  and  the  mechanically 
operated  pocket,  in  addition  to  the  lower  main¬ 
tenance  and  first  cost,  the  pocket  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  advantages: 

First.  Provision  for  rapid  and  convenient 
handling  of  different  sizes  of  coal,  wherein 
the  trestle  is  particularly  deficient  when  sev¬ 
eral  cars  are  received  simultaneously. 

Second.  Gentle  treatment  of  the  coal  and 
decreased  breakage  through  more  even  hand¬ 
ling  from  the  car  and  through  retarding  chutes 
between  conveyer  and  bin. 

Third.  A  maximum  of  storage  capacity  with 
a  minimum  of  space  occupied.  The  long  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  trestle  is  done  away  with,  and 
this,  especially  in  residential  sections,  is  an 
important  item. 

Fourth.  A  cleanly,  compact  and  well  ap¬ 
pearing  yard. 

When  coal  is  unloaded  from  barges,  some 
form  of  elevating  and  conveying  machinery 
is  practically  indispensable.  The  ordinary  swing¬ 
ing  bucket  forms  a  convenient  and  rapid  means 
of  handling  and  can  operate  in  either  soft  or 
hard  coal.  This  bucket  by  its  digging  and 
closing  action  breaks  the  coal  somewhat,  and 
where  hard  coal  only  will  be  handled,  some 
form  of  bucket  elevator  ip  best,  preferably  with 
the  out-board  leg  arranged  so  that  the  elevatnr 
boot  can  be  easily  raised  and  lowered  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  varying  height  in  cargo.  Such 
an  elevator  with  supporting  structure  will  cost 
from  $2,500  to  $4,000,  depending  on  its  height 
and  capacity,  and  will  unload  sixty  tons  of 
small  size  or  forty  tons  of  larger  size  npr  Vinur. 

The  cost  of  unloading  from  boats  will  vary 
from  one  and  three-quarters  cents  to  six  cents 
per  ton,  depending  on  tonnage  handled. 


This  form  of  elevator  loads  itself  automatic¬ 
ally  until  the  cargo  is  nearly  cleaned  up. 

For  transferring  from  wharf  to  pocket  an 
automatic  gravity  railway,  a  cable  railway  or 
conveyor  is  usually  employed.  A  simple, 
slow-speed  scrai)er  line  is  best  from  the. stand¬ 
point  of  low  maintenance  cost  and  certainty 
of  operation. 

The  Dealers’  Problem. 

The  problem  often  confronting  the  dealer 
is  whether  it  will  pay  him  to  change  his  pres¬ 
ent  methods,  taking  into  consideration  the  cost 
of  a  new  plant.  Whether  it  is  advisable  must, 
of  course,  depend  on  his  tonnage,  the  relative 
efficiency  of  his  present  handling  and  the  local 
conditions. 

Assume  a  yard  working  under  the  disad¬ 
vantages  of  a  low  trestle  siding,  where  one 
thousand  tons  storage  can  be  had,  with  con¬ 
siderable  shoveling  in  unloading.  The  average 
monthly  tonnage  is  eight  hundred.  Yard  ex¬ 
penses  $168  per  month,  and  cartage  expenses 
$224  per  month. 


Average  Monthly  Tonnage  800  Tons — 

Present  yard  expenses  $108  on  800  tons.  ...  $0.21  per  ton 
Present  cartage  expenses  $224  on  800  tons.  .  .28  per  ton 

Total  yard  and  cartage . $0.49  per  ton 

Present  Cost  of  Unloading  Wagons — 

Driver  at  . L . $0.1'a  per  hour 

Team  at  . 12.5  per  hour 

Total  . $0,275  per  hour 

Allowing  20  min.  or  1-3  hr.  to  load  a  ton,  this  $0,022 
per  ton. 

Summary  of  Present  Costs — 

Yard  expenses  storing  coal  . $0.21  per  ton 

Loading  in  yard  . 092  per  ton 

Carting  . 188  per  ton 


Total  per  ton  . $0,490 

Estimated  Cost  of  Operating  with  Mechanical  Plant- 

Yard  expenses  per  month . $16.00 

Man  operating  pocket .  50.00 

Oil,  waste  and  tools .  4.00 

Repairs  and  incidentals .  6.00 


Total  . $76.00 

800  tons  for  $76.00,  9.5c  per  ton. 

Cost  of  Loading  Wagons  at  Chutes — 

3  minutes  per  ton  at  .275  per  hour . $0,014  per  ton 

Estimated  Cost  of  Cartage — 

Present  cost  . . $0,168 

Time  saved  by  team  loading . 17  min.  per  ton 

Daily  average  tonnage . 33  tons 

33  X  17-60  . 9.35  hours  per  day 

9.35  hours  at  .275  per  hour — 2.57  per  day  or.  .078  per  ton 

Total  cost  of  cartage  .168  less  .078 . 090  per  ton 

Summary  of  Estimated  Costs — 

Yard  expenses,  storing  coal . $0,095  per  ton 

Loading  wagons  in  yard . 01 4  per  ton 

Cartage  expenses  . 090  per  ton 


Total  . $0,199  per  ton 

Present  cost  of  delivering  coal . 490  per  ton 

Estimated  cost  of  delivering  coal . 199  per  ton 


Saving  . 291  per  ton 

Or  a  yearly  saving  of  12  x  800  x  .291 . $2,793.00 

Allowing  on  a  New  Plant — 

Interest  and  depreciation  and  insurance . 12  per  cent 

Plant  should  earn  . 10  per  cent 

^°tal  . 22  per  cent 

Therefore,  it  would  be  profitable  to  spend  2793  x  100-22 _ 

A  careful  computation  shows  that  a  me¬ 


chanical  plant  would  save  over  $2,500  a  year, 
or  pay  a  profit  on  an  investment  of  $12,690 
for  a  mechaiiically  operated  plant.  This  sum 
would  cover  the  cost  of  a  first-class  pocket 
complete  with  foundations  and  with  a  storage 
capacity  of  sixteen  hundred  tons  in  overhead 
bins.  In  this  instance  it  appears  that  the  in¬ 
vestment  not  only  would  be  warranted,  but 
would  result  in  a  very  material  saving,  even 
if  a  plant  with  sixty  per  cent  increased  storage 
capacity  was  provided  for. 

Smaller  Plants. 

As  regards  a  yard  of  considerably  less 
monthly  tonnage,  local  conditions  enter  dif¬ 
ferent  in  each  case.  Presumably  the  allow¬ 
ance  of  fifty  dollars  per  month  for  the  man  in 
charge  would  be  greatly  reduced,  as  his  time 
would  often  be  chargeable  to  other  work. 

The  operations  of  mechanical  pockets  where 
the  tonnage  runs  from  one  hundred  to  one 
thousands  tons  per  month  average,  as  follows. 


These  figures  are  low  for  small  tonnages  and 
high  for  yards  with  large  operations: 


yearly  labor  cost  . 6c  per  ton 

Yearly  jMJwer  cost  . 2c  per  ton 

Hourly  cost  of  unloading;,  i.  e.:  tons  per  hour.  1.6c  per  ton 

Capacity  of  machinery  in  tons  per  hour . 25  to  120 

Per  cent  of  screenings  at  chutes . 1  to  5 

Annual  cost  of  repairs . 2-lOc  per  ton 

Number  of  men  operating  pocket .  1 

rime  of  loading  wagon  . 1  to  4  minutes 


Even  in  the  large  plant  it  was  found  that 
one  man  could  take  care  of  the  complete  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  pocket  without  difficulty,  except  in 
the  busy  season. 

The  machinery  of  this  type  of  retail  coal 
pockets  has  become  practically  standardized.  The 
elevator  consisting  of  “V”-shaped  steel  buckets 
suspended  at  intervals  of  twenty-four  inches  be¬ 
tween  two  runs  of  roller  chain.  At  the  end 
of  the  vertical  lift  the  buckets  either  move  hori¬ 
zontally  over  the  storage  bins,  or  if  the  horizontal 
distance  is  great  or  the  relative  location  of  the 
pocket  and  siding  requires  it,  the  elevator 
discharges  into  a  scraper  conveyor,  consisting 
simply  of  a  strong  chain  of  detachable  links  and 
large  wearing  surfaces,  on  which  are  strung  steel 
pushers  or  flights.  These  machines  if  ruggedly 
designed  should  run  for  years  without  serious 
repairs. 

An  inclined  rubber  belt  conveyor  raising  the 
coal  to  the  desired  height,  then  horizontally  across 
the  bins  may  be  used.  This  type  of  conveyor 
tends  to  break  up  the  coal  at  the  discharge  point 
owing  to  its  high  speed  and  is  high  in  maintenance 
cost.  Again,  the  belt  itself,  when  the  most 
expensive  portion  of  the  machinery,  is  most  liable 
to  accident.  A  piece  of  steel  or  other  foreign 
material  sometimes  lodges  in  the  hopper  or  dis¬ 
charge  chute,  and  it  is  often  impossible  to  stop 
a  belt  rnoving  at  say  five  hundred  feet  per  minute 
before  it  has  ripped  from  end  to  end. 

The  slow  moving  elevator  or  scraper  conveyor 
under  similar  mishaps  would  have  a  few  buckets 
or  flights  ripped  off,  then  the  heavy  strain  thrown 
on  the  driving  machinery  would  either  snap  the 
safety  pin  or  throw  out  the  circuit  breaker  at  the 
motor. 

Elevating  Machinery. 

The  operation  of  elevating  machinery  and  belt 
conveyors  in  retail  coal  pockets  are  analagous 
to  those  obtaining  in  locomotive  coaling  stations. 
These  are  structures  similar  to  retail  coal  pock¬ 
ets  except  that  the  machinery  is  usually  of  larger 
capacity  and  the  chutes  are  arranged  to  deliver 
directly  into  locomotive  tenders.  Yearly  records 
from  the  stations  of  one  of  the  large  eastern 
railways  gives  the  following.  The  average  num¬ 
ber  of  tons  handled  per  month  being  7,800: 

Average  repairs  in  labor  and  material  in  bucket 
elevator — 7-lOc  per  ton. 

Average  repairs  in  labor  and  materials  to 
inclined  belt  conve3’or — 2.6-lOc  per  ton. 

Ths  average  cost  of  unloading  cars  and  coal¬ 
ing  locomotives  was  2.7-lOc  per  ton. 

The  average  cost  of  fuel  for  operating  machin¬ 
ery  was  7-lOc  per  ton. 

The  last  is  low,  as  the  boiler  plant  is  usually 
only  partially  charged  against  the  coaling  station. 

Slow  speed  conveying  machinery  is  best  for 
handling  domestic  sizes — the  slower  the  better. 

In  the  smaller  installations  coal  is  fed  directly 
from  the  track  hopper  into  the  elevator  boot, 
Its  flow  being  controlled  by  a  gate  adjusted  by 
the  attendant.  In  large  plants  the  floor  of  the 
track  hopper  is  formed  by  a  slow  moving  apron, 
or  else  a  reciprocating  plate  so  that  the  feed  mav 
be  automatically  adjusted  at  its  proper  rate. 

Conveying  machinery  cheap  in  first  cost  is  apt 
to  be  an  expensive  proposition.  A  breakdown 
does  not  involve  merely  the  cost  of  repairs,  but 
the  disarranging  of  the  whole  operation  of  the 
yard  and  increased  costs  all  along  the  line  from 
car  to  customer.  A  little  study  of  details  usually 
exhibits  the  reason  for  the  difference  in  price 
in  different  makes  of  machinery,  and  the  higher 
price  machinerj-  is  usually  backed  up  more  vigor¬ 
ously  after  installation  by  the  manufacturer’s 
co-operation  and  guarantee. 

The  desirability'  of  large  storage  capacity  is 
well  understood,  and  while  this  large  emergency 
capacity  can  not  be  obtained  in  overhead  storage, 
without  disproportional  investment,  there  are  va- 
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rious  methods  by  which  the  storage  capacity  of  a 
mechanically  operated  pocket  can  be  largely  aug¬ 
mented  for  emergency,  at  a  small  expense,  by 
ground  storage.  This  is  usually  done  by  means 
of  an  auxiliary  conveyor  running  from  the  head 
of  the  elevator  out  over  the  yard  upon  a  trestle. 
This  trestle  should  be  equipped  with  chutes  to 
prevent  undue  breakage. 

An  extension  of  this  kind  can  usually  be  in¬ 
stalled  by  local  talent  very  cheaply.  The  trestle 
of  light  hemlock  or  yellow  pine  at  forty  dollars 
to  fifty  dollars  per  thousand  feet  erected,  and 
the  conveyor,  the  simplest  type  of  scraper  line, 
preferably  housed  as  a  protection  against  the 
weather.  The  chief  objection  to  this  means  of 
obtaining  the  additional  storage  is  that  the  coal  is 
exposed  and  likely  to  be  frozen  considerably  just 
when  it  is  wanted ;  moreover,  it  can  not  be  loaded 
by  machinery.  This  consideration  has  modified 
somewhat  the  design  of  more  recent  pockets  and 
the  best  practice  provides  for  a  large  ground 
storage  within  the  walls  of  the  building  and  pro¬ 
tected  by  them.  This  can  be  done  without  a  large 
increase  in  the  amount  of  lumber  required.  This 
coal  is  stored  by  elevating  in  the  main  elevator 
and  can  be  raised  into  the  service  bins  as  desired. 
If  larger  reserve  is  wanted  the  elevator  is  given 
a  rectangular  path  running  over  the  bins  and 
down  through  a  tunnel  beneath  the  reserve  stor¬ 
age.  This  forms  the  ideal  retail  coal  pocket  in 
which  the  reserve  does  not  require  separate  con¬ 
veying  machinery  and  is  instantly  available  with 
small  cost  of  handling. 


The  Illinois  Central  Adds 
1,435  Freight  Cars  Dur¬ 
ing  Fiscal  Year. 

The  Illinois  Central  railroad  is  one  of  the 
largest  coal  carrying  roads  in  the  country. 
Its  fifty-sixth  annual  report,  covering  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  thirtieth,  1906,  will  be  of  in¬ 
terest.  During  the  year  the  company  operated 
an  average  of  4,424  miles  of  line,  and  the 
gross  earnings  from  traffic  were  $51,636,405; 
operating  expenses  and  taxes  were  $36,437,- 
470,  and  the  net  earnings  were  $15,198,935. 
After  the  payment  of  interest  and  rentals  the 
net  income  was  $10,862,339.  Out  of  this  there 
were  paid  two  dividends  amounting  to  a  total 
of  seven  per  cent,  the  amount  disbursed  being 
$6,652,800.  There  was  also  spent  for  better¬ 
ments  $4,164,739,  leaving  a  surplus  of  $1,313,- 
826. 

The  gross  earnings  increased  $2,127,755,  or 
4.30  per  cent;  operating  expenses  increased 
$1,218,218,  or  3.68  per  cent;  taxes  increased 
$107,545,  or  5.30  per  cent;  net  earnings  in¬ 
creased  $801,991,  or  5.57  per  cent;  total  in¬ 
come  increased  $1,297,473,  or  7.56  per  cent. 

The  company  has  been  engaged  in  several 
important  pieces  of  construction  work,  one 
of  these  being  the  Memphis  &  State  Line  rail¬ 
road,  designed  for  freight  trains  to  get  around 
the  city  of  Memphis  and  thereby  avoid  heavy 
grades  and  congestion  on  the  present  line 
through  the  city.  This  road  will  be  a  double¬ 
track  line  from  Woodstock,  Tenn.,  north  of 
Memphis,  to  East  Junction,  Tenn.,  southeast 
of  the  city,  a  total  distance  of  about  sixteen 
miles.  This  work  will  cost  about  $1,150,000, 
and  nearly  $275,000  has  now  been  spent  upon 
it.  The  company  is  also  constructing  for  its 
Birmingham  route  a  connecting  line  frorn  a 
point  near  Jackson,  Tenn.,  to  a  connection 
with  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  railway,  three  miles, 
and  another  but  much  larger  connecting  link 
from  Corinth,  Miss.,  to  Haleyville,  Ala.,  eighty 
miles.  This  will  make  the  route  to  Birming¬ 
ham  consist  of  Illinois  Central  from  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  to  a  connection  with  the  Mobile  & 
Ohio,  three  miles,  and  over  that  road  to 
Corinth,  Miss.,  fifty-five  miles;  from  Corinth 
to  Haleyville,  Illinois  Central,  eighty  miles; 
from  Haleyville  to  Jasper,  Ala.,  Southern  Rail¬ 
way,  forty  miles;  and  from  Jasper  to  Birming¬ 
ham  over  the  St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco  rail¬ 
road,  forty-one  miles.  This  will  make  the  total 
distance  from  Jackson  to  Birmingham  about 
two  hundred  and  nineteen  miles.  The  cost 
of  building  the  Illinois  Central  connection  is 
estimated  at  $4,380,000,  and  land  has  been  se¬ 
cured  in  Birmingham  for  a  freight  terminal 
which  is  to  cost  complete  $1,120,000.  At  pres¬ 
ent  about  $1,271,000  has  been  spent  on  the  line 


to  Birmingham.  The  company  has  also  begun 
the  construction  of  a  line  twenty-seven  miles 
long  from  a  point  near  Bloomington,  Ind.,  to 
Bedford,  Ind. 

The  report  notes  the  acquirement  of  the 
western  division  of  the  Tennessee  Central  rail¬ 
road  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Hopkinsville, 
Ky.,  about  eighty-five  miles,  with  an  option 
until  July  first,  1908,  to  purchase  this  property. 
Included  in  this  is  the  option  to  purchase 
jointly  with  the  Southern  Railway  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Nashville  Terminal  Railroad  Co., 
including  its  franchise  and  belt  line.  Since 
December  first,-  1905,  the  Illinois  Central  has 
operated  the  western  division. 

There  was  spent  during  the  year  for  better¬ 
ment  of  the  property  $3,664,517,  among  the 
betterments  being  new  equipment  consisting 
of  twenty-five  locomotives,  one  dining  car, 
1,435  freight  cars  and  two  work  cars.  The 
average  weight  of  rail  in  mam  track  is  now 
over  seventy-four  pounds  to  the  yard,  as 
against  seventy-three  and  a  half  pounds  last 
year.  The  equipment  consists  of  1,193  engines, 
813  passenger,  mail  and  express  cars.  56,227 
freight  cars  and  2,026  worK  cars.  This  in¬ 
cludes  seven  passenger  cars  and  1,001  freight 
cars  for  which  orders  have  been  given,  ihe 
company  has  in  service  677 miles  of  second 
track  and  about  72j4  miles  of  third  and  other 
additional  main  line  tracks.  To  complete  the 
double  track  from  Jackson,  Miss.,  to  N^ 
Orleans,  La.,  185  miles,  there  remains  to  be 
put  in  service  about  ten  and  a  half  miles. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  tons  revenue 
frei<rht  car-rier  one  mile  was  6,230,593,529,  as 
compared  with  5,559,139,454  last  year  The 
number  of  passengers  carried  one  mile  was 
511,391,077,  a  decrease  as  compared  with  tne 
preceding  year,  owing  doubtless  to  the  fact 
that  the  first  half  of  the  preceding  year  in¬ 
cluded  heavy  traffic  to  and  from  the  Worlds 
pf  St.  Louis. 


“The  Square  Deal/* 


It  is  no  wonder  that  retail  coal  merchants  fre- 
auentlv  lose  confidence  in  human  nature.  This  is 
especially  so  during  the  fall  and  winter  season 
when  customers  keep  coming  m  with  all  kinds  ot 
foolish  stories  about  the  enormous  discounts  and 
big  inducements  offered  by  competitive  dealers  in 
order  to  get  their  trade.  They  show  no  signs  of 
conscience  and  in  the  belief  that  anything  is  fair 
to  beat  the  coalman  they  use  all  kinds  of  argu¬ 
ments  in  an  endeavor  to  save  a  quarter  a  ton  on 
the  price.  Too  often  for  the  good  of  the  trade 
dealers  are  apt  to  listen  to  some  of  these  reports, 
and  even  if  they  do  not  weaken  and  allow  a  re¬ 
duction  in  price,  they  are  more  than  like  y  to 
grow  suspicious  and  wonder  if  the  other  dealer  is 
not  guilty.  As  a  matter  of  fact  dealers  should 
learn  to  see  through  the  “habits”  of  the  average 
consumer,  and  when  they  come  in  with  reports 
of  lower  prices  the  dealer  should  immediately  call 
up  his  competitor  and  find  out  whether  there  is 
any  truth  in  the  matter  or  not.  If  this  plan  was 
tl-iprf*  wmild  be  much  better  feeling  and 


far  less  lack  of  harmony. 

Those  coal  merchants  who  make  it  a  point  to 
keep  in  close  touch  with  their  customers  know 
that  it  pays.  By  keeping  in  touch  is  meant  mak¬ 
ing  an  effort  to  find  out  the  results  which  cus¬ 
tomers  have  in  using  different  grades  of  coal,  and 
thus  putting  yourself  in  a  position  to  be  better 
able  to  satisfy  and  please  them.  As  coal  mer¬ 
chants  well  know  there  are  many  people  who  do 
not  understand  the  use  of  the  drafts  and  dampers 
of  their  own  stoves  and  consequently  are  more 
than  apt  to  blame  the  coalman  for  sending  a  poor 
quality  of  coal  when  in  reality  they  have  not  used 
it  properly.  By  explaining  these  things  to  the 
customer  he  is  sure  to  be  pleased  and  will  doubt¬ 
less  become  such  a  warm  friend  that  his  patron¬ 
age  will  continue  indefinitely. 


V 


A  resolution  introduced  into  the  board  of  al¬ 
dermen  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  Dr.  W.  W. 
Barnes  is  to  have  all  the  coal  used  by  the 
city,  which  amounts  to  several  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  bushels,  bought  at  one  time  from  the 
companies  making  the  best  bids.  By  this 
method  it  is  thought  a  lower  rate  may  be  se¬ 
cured. 


Correspondence. 

Wall  Lake  Iowa,  November  26,  1906. 
Editor  The  Black  Diamond: 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Northwestern  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  .Association  from  the  International 
Council  of  Coal  Merchants,  on  account  of  the  re¬ 
cent  decision  rendered  in  the  matter  of  contro¬ 
versy  regarding  the  occupancy  of  the  State  of 
Iowa  by  the  Northwestern  and  the  consequent 
assumption  of  the  rights  of  the  Coal  Dealers 
.Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  is  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  as  it  places  the  Northwestern  Association 
in  a  very  bad  light  on  account  of  its  evident  un¬ 
willingness  to  abide  by  the  result  of  an  arbitra¬ 
tion  to  which  it  was  a  party. 

d  he  occupancy  of  the  disputed  territory  by 
two  organizations  of  identical  purposes  is  im¬ 
practicable  and  bas  resulted  in  placing  both  of 
the  contending  organizations  at  a  very  great 
disadvantage  and  materially  affecting  the  useful¬ 
ness  of  both  associations,  and  incidentally  has 
worked  a  very  great  harm  to  the  association 
cause  throughout  the  entire  country.  The  court 
of  inquiry  after  an  impartial  hearing  of  both 
sides  of  the  question,  decided  adversely  to  the 
desires  of  the  Northwestern  association,  hence  its 
withdrawal  from  the  council. 

By  its  action  the  Northwestern  Association 
has  deprived  itself  of  the  support  of  the  entire 
coal  world,  and  now  must  depend  upon  its  indi¬ 
vidual  strength,  which,  considering  its  limited 
influence  in  the  producing  and  shipping  centers 
outside  of  the  dock  points,  will  limit  its  effi¬ 
ciency  in  a  very  great  degree.  Shippers  of  all¬ 
rail  coal  who,  at  no  time  have  enjoyed  any  con¬ 
siderable  patronage  from  the  governing  forces  of 
the  Northwestern  Association,  i.  e.,  the  Line 
Yard  companies,  will  feel  free  to  ignore  the 
claims  of  the  Northwestern  Association  so  far  as 
the  Iowa  territory  is  concerned.  Much  of  the 
benefit  of  the  Northwestern  Association  to  its 
independent  members  has  been  due  to  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Associations  in  the  adjacent  states, 
and  without  this  help,  it  will  find  its  usefulness 
curtailed  to  a  very  great  degree. 

The  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  has  ever  stood  as  a  defense  for  the  in¬ 
dependent  dealer  against  the  encroachment  of  the 
Line  Yard  interests  as  represented  by  the  North¬ 
western  organization,  and  is  by  every  reason  of 
right,  entitled  to  the  support  of  the  Iowa  dealers, 
and  this  support  should  be  generously  accorded 
to  it  now  that  the  Northwestern  Association  has, 
by  its  admission  of  defeat  and  its  action  of  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  International  Council,  acknowl¬ 
edged  the  fact  that  it  is  a  poacher  and  therefore 
not  entitled  to  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
Iowa  dealers.  H.  D.  Peck. 

(Signed) 


Foreign  Freight  R^a-tes. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows: 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the  freight 
situation  since  our  last  report,  and  although  $1.45 
is  offered  on  large  cargoes  of  coals  to  Havana, 
with  December  fifteenth  canceling,  owners  are 
not  willing  to  trade  at  this  figure,  and  the  few 
boats  that  are  available  hold  at  $1.50.  The  mar¬ 
ket  is  firm  for  November-December  loading,  but 
we  anticipate  that  owners  will  make  concessions 
for  January. 

Among  the  recent  fixtures  were  the  following : 
Steamer  Dunholme,  2,133  tons  register,  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Tampico,  at  $1.50 ;  steamer  Rosewood, 
1,104  tons  register,  Virginia  to  Havana,  at  $1.50, 
and  steamer  Disa,  447  tons  register,  Norfolk  to 
Manzanillo,  at  $2.75. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $2  tc 
Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.55@1.65  to  Cienfuegos; 
$1.05@1.73  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75@$1.80  to  Santiago; 
$1.05@1.75  to  Colon;  $1.90@2  to  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad;  $2  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.70  to  St.  Thomas; 
$1.95@2  to  Barbados;  $1.65@1.75  to  Kingston; 
$1.40@1.50  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2  to  Guada- 
loupe;  $2.50@2.60  to  Denierara ;  $l.90@2  to 

Bermuda;  $1.00  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.60  to  Tampico; 
17@18s  to  Buenos  Ayres:  18@l9s  to  Rosario; 
17(?i)18s  to  Rio;  18@i9s  to  Santos;  12@13s  to 
a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of 
the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $6.50 
and  discharged  to  Manila;  $6.75  to  Japanese 
ports. 
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AWAKE  DETAILING 


The  progressive  coal  dealer  should  keej)  in 
touch  with  ways  and  methods  of  dealers  in 
localities  outside  of  the  precinct  of  his  home 
town.  'J'hose  who  remain  constantly  in  the 
same  environment  are  sure  to  fall  into  ruts. 
They  become  so  accustomed  to  their  own  sur¬ 
roundings  that  they  imagine  they  know  all 
there  is  to  he  known  about  successfully  run¬ 
ning  a  retail  coal  business.  No  dealer  should 
rest  content  with  bringing  his  business  up 
to  a  certain  point.  He  should  reach  out  be¬ 
yond  that  point.  The  moment  he  feels  sat¬ 
isfied  that  he  can  not  carry  improvement  any 
further  that  moment  marks  the  decay  of  his 
business.  New  ideas  and  successful  methods 
of  retail  coal  selling  is  what  every  coal  dealer 
is  looking  for.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  writer 
in  this  department  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  trade  from  time  to  time  to  ways  and 
means  that  have  been  tried  by  some  progres¬ 
sive  dealers,  and  these  suggestions  should 
prove  valuable  to  every  retail  coal  seller  who 
can  utilize  them  in  his  business. 

Joseph  Rademacher,  manager  of  F.  Wittig 
&  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  is  the  originator  of 
an  idea  that  could  be  used  by  many  coal  deal¬ 
ers  with  great  profit  to  themselves.  Mr. 
Rademacher,  about  two  years  ago,  conceived 
the  idea  that  if  he  could  build  a  coal  office 
made  entirely  of  hard  coal  it  would  be  a  val¬ 
uable.  advertisement  for  his  company.  Such 
has  proved  to  be  the  case,  and  if  any  dealer 
cares  to  follow  in  his  footsteps  he  can  not 
help  but  reap  a  large  amount  of  valuable  pub¬ 
licity.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  accompany¬ 
ing  picture  F.  Wittig  &  Co.’s  office  is  con¬ 
structed  entirely  of  coal.  The  office  building 
is  forty-eight  feet  long  by  sixteen  feet  wide 
and  is  of  frame  construction  with  a  finish  of 
Georgia  pine  and  is  lighted  by  electricity. 
Six  large  windows  afford  plenty  of  light  and 
ventilation.  The  two  sides  shown  in  the  pic¬ 
ture  face  intersecting  streets.  The  walls  on 
these  two  sides  only  are  veneered  four  and 
a  half  inches  thick  with  grate,  or  so-called 
broken  anthracite  coal. 

The  coal  is  not  assorted  with  any  special 
reference  as  to  size  but  taken  run  of  the  pile 
and  laid  just  the  same  as  bricks,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  that  some  cement  was  mixed  in  the 
lavender  colored  mortar  in  order  to  have  the 
mortar  set  more  firmly  and  to  strengthen 
the  construction.  The  veneering  is  a  very 
tedious  job,  but  it  can  be  done  by  any  ex¬ 
perienced  mason.  Only  about  twelve  inches 
high  can  be  masoned  up  at  a  time  for  the  mor¬ 
tar  must  be  given  a  little  time  to  harden. 
This,  of  course,  depends  upon  the  atmospheric 
conditions  at  the  time  the  work  is  performed. 
The  cost  of  the  coal  veneering,  including  stone 
window  sills,  coping,  mortar,  cement,  coal  and 
work  is  about  $250.00  complete.  While  Wittig 
&  Co.’s  coal  office  was  in  the  course  of  erec¬ 
tion  it  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  and 
was  the  cause  of  considerable  comment  by 
everyone  in  the  locality.  It  also  offered  a 
field  for  numerous  suggestions  by  the  curious 
watchers,  nearly  everyone  having  some  bet¬ 
ter  method  of  doing  the  work.  While  it  is 
of  course  a  matter  of  conjecture,  Mr.  Rade¬ 
macher  believes  that  the  coal  veneer  should 
last  about  ten  years  before  the  coal  will  dis¬ 
integrate  sufficiently  to  impair  the  walls.  Some 
pieces  of  coal  probably  will  crumble  and  show 
signs  of  falling  out  within  a  much  shorter 
time  but  such  pieces  can  be  easily  removed 
and  new  pieces  mortared  in.  It  is  an  easy 
matter  for  almost  any  retail  coal  dealer  to 
duplicate  this  office  as  the  small  additional 
cost  of  veneering  with  coal  is  more  than  com¬ 
pensated  by  the  advertising  value  of  such  an 
office  in  any  fair  sized  city. 

Mr.  Rademacher  will  not  divulge  the  num¬ 
ber  of  pounds  of  coal  used  in  the  construction 
of  this  office.  It  is  his  intention,  a  little 
later  on,  to  offer  prizes  for  the  persons  gues¬ 
sing  the  correct,  or  nearest  to  the  correct 


number  of  pounds  used  in  this  novel  coal 
office.  The  guessing  contest  will  be  adver¬ 
tised  in  the  local  papers  and  this  will  help 
to  bring  a  great  many  people  to  look  over 
the  yard  and  office  with  the  idea  of  estimat¬ 
ing  the  number  of  pounds  used  in  its  con¬ 
struction.  The  present  location  is  a  new  one 
for  b'.  Wittig  &  Co.,  as  they  have  just  moved 
into  their  new  office  and  yard. 

This  guessing  contest  will  help  acejuaint 
people  with  their  new  location  as  well  as 
stimulate  interest  and  bring  their  name  before 
the  public  generally.  Many  callers  at  the  new 
office  have  shown  an  interest  to  know  how 
much  coal  was  used,  but  this  information  was 
withheld  for  the  reason  stated.  We  will  pub¬ 
lish  the  partriculars  of  this  contest  as  soon  as 
it  has  been  tried.  The  office,  so  far  as  we 
know,  is  the  only  office  in  the  United  States 
constructed  entirely  of  anthracite  coal  and 


it  would  undoubtedly  pay  many  of  our  read¬ 
ers  to  imitate  this  Milwaukee  production. 

Utilize  the  Windows. 

One  of  the  best  and  cheapest  advertising 
mediums  for  a  retail  coal  dealer  is  his  win¬ 
dow.  Most  dealers  have  some  window  space 
and  it  would  not  be  an  exaggeration  to  say 
that  ninety  per  cent  of  the  dealers  overlook 
this  method  of  publicity  entirely.  Spend  a  few 
dollars  in  having  your  windows  lettered  at¬ 
tractively.  This  investment  will  jfield  a  far 
greater  return  in  new  business  than  you  will 
get  for  your  money  in  the  bank.  After  you 
have  fixed  up  the  outside  of  your  window  see 
that  the  other  side  is  fixed  up  properly.  The 
passer-by  reads  what  you  have  to  say  on  the 
glass  and  the  next  thing  he  does  is  to  look 
in  the  window.  In  some  coal  offices  he  will 
find  a  lot  of  dusty  papers,  a  monkey  wrench 
and  a  lot  of  miscellaneous  trash  that  belongs 
to  the  barn.  Get  a  carpenter  to  build  a  plat¬ 
form  on  which  you  can  display  samples  of 
your  coal.  It  is  a  good  idea  to  keep  these 
samples  in  large  glass  jars,  similar  to  those 


you  will  find  in  a  confectionery  or  drug  store. 
In  this  way  your  samples  will  always  be 
clean  and  attractive  to  the  eye.  If  you  keep 
your  samples  exposed  to  the  air  they  are 
bound  to  get  dusty  and  in  this  shape  they  are 
absolutely  valueless.  1  have  seen  “samples’’ 
of  coal  in  a  dealer’s  office  that  looked  dirtier 
than  any  piece  of  coal  he  had  in  his  yard 
simply  because  they  had  been  gathering  dust 
for  a  year  or  more  without  ever  being  polished 
up.  After  you  have  placed  a  half  dozen  or 
more  of  these  attractive  looking  jars  on  your 
platform  it  would  help  to  make  your  window 
attractive  if  you  put  two  or  three  pictures 
of  coal  mines  or  mining  scenes  in  the  back¬ 
ground.  You  can  secure  these  by  writing  to 
the  wholesaler  who  sells  you  most  of  your  coal. 

It  may  cost  a  few  dollars  to  fix  up  your 
window  but  it  w'ill  pay  you  and  pay  you  hand¬ 
somely.  The  better  the  dealer  fixes  up  his 


window,  the  better  it  will  pay  him.  I  was  up 
in  St.  Paul  last  June  and  while  there  saw  a 
window  in  a  coal  office  that  was  a  model  of 
perfection.  It  is  out  of  the  question  for  the 
small  dealer  to  think  of  fixing  up  a  window 
like  this  one  was,  but  it  was  an  example  of 
what  a  large  dealer  can  do.  This  window  had 
an  elaborate  display  of  coal  samples  and  at 
night  electric  lights  of  many  colors  were  used 
to  attract  attention.  I  was  crossing  on  the 
other  side  of  the  street  when  my  eye  caught 
the  electric  sign  and  it  struck  me  as  being 
a  clever  advertising  stunt. 

After  you  have  your  window  fi.xed  up  you 
can  put  a  light  in  it  at  night  if  3'ou  are  located 
in  a  thoroughfare  that  is  used  to  any  great 
extent  in  the  evening.  Of  course  a  good 
many  dealers  are  located  in  out  of  the  way 
spots,  and  this  would  not  be  advisable  in 
such  cases.  There  are  a  good  many  dealers, 
however,  who  have  an  office  on  one  of  the 
main  streets  and  these  are  the  ones  who  will 
find  it  paj'S  to  keep  their  window  advertising 
working  at  night  as  well  as  in  the  day  time. 

The  Business  Builder. 


Coal  Office  Built  of  Anthracite  Coal. 
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New  Enterprises. 

The  Newman  Land  &  Coal  Co.  is  to  be  or¬ 
ganized  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  the  near  future 
by  J.  J.  Butler,  L.  Jacobs  and  J.  H.  Whallen. 
The  corporation  will  have  a  capital  stock  of 
$500,000  and  is  to  develop  51,000  acres  of  coal 
land  which  it  has  in  Cumberland  and  White 
counties. 

The  Globe  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incor.porated 
at  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  to  carry  on  a  gen¬ 
eral  business  of  mining  and  shipping  coal  and 
oil.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000  and  the  incorporators  are  J.  S.  Ken¬ 
nedy,  J.  W.  Rogers,  J.  C.  McMahon,  J.  H. 
McGraw  and  M.  T.  Sisler. 

The  International  Coal  Co.,  Bear  Creek, 
Mont.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000,  divided  into  one  thousand 
shares  of  $100  each.  The  principal  office  of 
the  company  will  be  at  Red  Lodge,  and  the 
incorporators  are  J.  E.  Mushbach,  Henry  Ros- 
seta,  William  Pryde  and  Dan  Davis. 

The  Local  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Pikeville,  Ky.,  to  acquire  and  de¬ 
velop  land  containing  coal  and  other  min¬ 
erals.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000  and  is  incorporated  by  E.  E.  Williams, 
P  W.  Scott,  H.  T.  Lovett,  D.  C.  Russell,  and 
W.  G.  Wriston,  all  of  Huntington,  W.  Va. 

The  Alex  Y.  Malcolmson  Coal  Co.,  Detroit, 
Mich.,  has  been  incorporated  for  $150,000,  of 
which  $135,000  is  common  stock  and  $25,000 
is  preferred.  The  comp3.ny  is  incorporated 
by  Alex  Y.  Malcomson,  Alice  Malcomson, 
William  G.  Malcomson,  C.  B.  Grandy,  Isa¬ 
belle  Capper,  E.  May  McDonald  and  George 
F.  Barr. 

The  Adah  coke  plant,  near  Cheat  Haven, 
Pa.,  has  been  sold  by  R.  W.  Dawson  to  a 
party  of  Uniontown  capitalists.  The  consid¬ 
eration  was  $50,000.  The  purchasers  have  or¬ 
ganized  the  Adah  Coke  Co.,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  men  as  officers:  M.  Leonard,  president; 
J.  A.  Strickler,  secretary,  and  R.  W.  Dawson, 
treasurer. 

Eastern  Notes. 

The  Dunbar  Furnace  Co.  notified  more  than 
a  thousand  day  laborers  at  its  coke  works 
in  the  Connellsville  district  of  Pennsylvania  of 
an  advance  in  wages  of  ten  cents  a  day. 

Frank  Duskey,  employed  by  the  United  Coal 
Co.,  near  Connellsville,  Pa.,  has  brought  suit 
against  that  company  for  $5,000  for  injuries  sus¬ 
tained  by  his  four-year-old  daughter  in  July,  1905. 

Coal  is  now  being  hoisted  from  the  mine  of 
James  Harvey  at  Black  Creek  in  the  Hazleton, 
Pa.,  region.  It  is  said  a  vein  of  coal  almost  ten 
feet  thick  has  been  discovered  and  that  beneath 
this  there  is  another  large  vein. 

Preparations  are  now  being  completed  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy  yard  for  a  series  of  competitive 
trials  of  coaling  warships  at  sea  by  which  the 
navy  department  intends  to  test  the  relative 
merits  of  the  Spencer  Miller  system  of  marine 
cableway. 

The  Garnet  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
has  sold  to  the  Latrobe  Coal  Co.,  eight  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  coal  land  in  Derry  township  West¬ 
moreland  county,  and  the  rights  of  way.  to  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  the  consideration  being 
$640,000. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.  has  filed  a  statement  of  its  condition,  which 
places  the  assets  of  the  company  at  $93,918,947, 
as  compared  with  $94,431,430  in  the  previous 
year.  The  profit  and  loss  surplus  is  placed  at 
$1,369,841,  as  against  $1,471,150  last  year. 

The  miners  formerly  employed  at  the  Exeter 
breaker  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at 
West  Pittston,  Pa.,  which  was  recently  de¬ 
molished,  are  to  be  given  employment  either 
at  the  Maltby  or  West  Wyoming  breakers.  A 
special  train  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  mine 
workers  will  be  run  every  morning  and  even¬ 
ing. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labor  the  plant  of 


Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.,  near  Uniontown,  Pa., 
has  been  equipped  with  drawing  machinery  to 
take  the  place  of  one  hundred  hands  that  would 
otherwise  have  been  needed. 

It  has  been  learned  from  authoritative  sources 
that  the  construction  of  the  Youghiogheny  East¬ 
ern  Railroad,  a  branch  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio, 
extending  from  West  Newton,  east  of  Greens- 
burg.  Pa.,  is  practically  a  certainty.  The  road 
will  open  a  new  coal  field  along  the  Upper 
Sewickley  creek. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  has  organized 
at  its  colliery.  No.  5,  East  End,  Pa.,  a  fire 
fighting  brigade  composed  of  the  breaker  boys 
employed  at  the  colliery.  The  brigade  is  being 
thoroughly  drilled  and  the  boys  are  paid  extra 
by  the  company  for  all  the  time  they  spend 
in  practice  drills. 

Thomas  A.  Dunn,  the  well-known  broker  and 
promoter,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  at  the  head  of 
a  new  company  which  has  recently  purchased 
forty  acres  of  coal  land  at  Larksville,  Pa.  A 
breaker  is  now  in  the  course  of  construction,  a 
slope  is  being  sunk,  and  in  less  than  a  month  it 
is  thought  the  company  will  place  a  good  quality 
of  anthracite  coal  on  the  market. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  have  made 
the  preliminary  steps  to  sinking  a  big  eighteen 
hundred-foot  shaft  in  the  ravine  east  of  the  town 
of  Cumbola,  which  will  be  a  big  producer  when 
it  is  fully  developed.  It  will  take  two  years  to 
complete  the  important  coal  improvements  which 
will  he  pushed  at  that  point  from  this  time  for¬ 
ward.  All  of  the  heavy  coal  measures  from  Port 
Carbon  to  Tuscarora  will  be  worked  by  means 
of  this  shaft. 

The  use  of  electricity  is  increasing  in  the  min¬ 
ing  business.  The  plant  of  the  Waltersburg 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  consisting  of  150  ovens,  will  be 
operated  throughout  by  electricity  furnished  by 
the  West  Penn  Lighting  Co.  which  is  now 
stringing  the  wires  from  Uniontown  to  Walters¬ 
burg,  a  distance  of  about  eight  miles.  The  lar- 
ries,  hoisting  machinery,  etc.,  will  all  be  operated 
by  electric  power.  The  plant,  when  completed, 
will  consist  of  150  ovens,  of  which  sixty  ovens 
are  in  operation.  It  is  expected  to  have  the 
entire  plant  in  operation  by  the  first  of  the  year. 

The  following  coal  charters  recently  an¬ 
nounced  give  a  better  line  on  rates  than  do 
formal  announcements  from  shipping  agencies : 
Schooner  Geneva,  776  tons,  to  Cienfuegos,  $2.10. 
Schooner  Sallie  Ton,  467  tons,  to  Jacksonville, 
$1.10. 

Schooner  The  Josephine,  563  tons,  Baltimore  to 
Savannah,  $1.15. 

Schooner  Bayard  Barnes,  954  tons,  to  Savan¬ 
nah,  $1.15. 

Schooner  Clara  A.  Donnell,  to  Boston,  $1. 

One  of  Palmer  fleet  to  Boston,  $1. 

Schooner  Nathaniel  T.  Palmer,  2,224  tons,  to 
Portland,  90  cents,  made  previously. 

Schooner  Governor  Powers,  to  Portland,  85 
cents,  previous  contract. 

Steamer  Vlieland,  1,299  tons,  range  of  ports  to 
Cardenas,  $1.65. 

Schooner  Melrose,  637  tons,  to  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.,  $1.15. 

A  constantly  growing  demand  for  coals  for 
both  domestic  use  and  for  foreign  consumption, 
to  be  sent  out  in  bottoms  from  the  coal  piers 
here,  is  a  feature  of  the  trade.  In  the  face  of 
car  shortage  a  considerable  movement  is  taking 
place  along  these  lines,  and  every  effort  is  being 
bent  to  get  coal  to  destinations.  The  main  busi¬ 
ness  north  is  contract  tonnage,  and  those  having 
such  contracts  are  reported  as  unable  to  get  their 
coal  as  fast  as  they  had  hoped.  Some  reserve 
piles  are  reported  as  being  depleted  in  the  New 
England  section,  and  in  this  regard  the  failure  of 
water  power  in  the  section  is  said,  by  Baltimore 
coal  men  who  have  been  in  the  territory  recently, 
to  be  cutting  a  considerable  figure. 

The  demand  for  southern  delivery  is  also  more 
active.  In  this  regard  there  is  said  to  be  com¬ 
plaint  of  slow  release  of  vessels  at  various  ports. 
At  the  discharging  ports  the  railroad  companies 
are  all  busy  and  short  of  equipment,  and  some 
vessels  have  been  held  as  long  as  eight  or  ten 
days.  This  is  given  as  one  factor  in  the  recent 
advance  of  vessel  freight  rates. 


Western.  Notes. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  made  the  final 
payment  on  the  300,000  shares  of  River  Coal 
common  stock  purchased  from  a  syndicate 
three  years  ago.  The  payment  was  made 
through  the  Union  Trust  Co. 

The  Commercial  Association  of  Pendleton, 
Ore.,  has  requested  the  O.  R.  &  N.  railroad  to  re¬ 
move  its  coal  bunkers  at  that  city.  These  bunk¬ 
ers  are  said  to  be  a  menace  to  the  traveling 
public  and  an  obstruction  to  passengers  on  board¬ 
ing  or  leaving  trains. 

Coal  operators  of  Oskaloosa,  Buston  and  What 
Cheer,  Iowa,  have  purchased  the  holdings  of  the 
Iowa  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Des  Moines,  comprising 
leases  on  one  thousand  acres  on  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  railway  four  miles  south¬ 
west  of  Des  Moines. 


Southern  Notes. 

While  drilling  a  well  near  Berkeley  Springs, 
W.  Va.,  a  vein  of  anthracite  coal  seven  feet  thick 
was  discovered.  The  coal  is  at  a  depth  of  125 
feet  and  is  of  the  same  quality  as  Pennsylvania 
anthracite. 

The  entire  output  of  the  Henry  County  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Lookout,  Ky.,  has  been  contracted  for 
b}'  Maynard  Brothers,  Columbus,  Ohio.  The 
maximum  daily  capacity  of  the  mines  is  fifteen 
hundred  tons. 

A  new  and  modern  coal  chute  is  to  be  erected 
in  the  near  future  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  by  the  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Cincinnati,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis  Railway. 
The  structure  will  have  a  concrete  foundation 
and  be  sixty-seven  feet  high. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  KentUi,ky. 
has  sold  all  its  lands  in  the  eastern  portion  of 
that  state,  comprising  355,000  acres  in  the  Elk- 
horn  district,  to  a  western  syndicate  headed  bv 
A.  M.  Chisholm  and  John  G.  Williams,  of  Duluih, 
Minn. 

A  party  of  Lexington  capitalists,  headed  by 
C.  J.  Bronston,  have  purchased  five  thousand 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Lee  county,  Kentucky, 
The  construction  of  a  tram  line  to  connect  the 
land  with  the  Louisville  &  Atlantic  railway 
will  begin  at  once. 

The  Black  Mountain  Coal  Land  Co.,  oper¬ 
ating  coal  lands  throughout  Kentucky,  has  pur¬ 
chased  18,000  acres  of  coal  on  Black  Moun¬ 
tain,  Harlan  county.  The  land  contains  seven 
veins  of  the  finest  steam,  gas,  coke  and  domestic 
coals  in  the  bituminous  fields. 

A  syndicate  composed  of  Maryland  and  Penn¬ 
sylvania  capitalists  has  closed  a  deal  for  five 
thousand  acres  of  coal  and  timber  land  in  Perry 
and  Knott  counties,  Kentucky,  the  consideration 
being  $32  per  acre.  The  Lexington  &  Eastern 
railroad  is  contemplating  building  a  branch  to 
the  property  at  once,  from  Jackson. 

It  has  been  brought  out  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  that  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  owns  $78,000  of 
the  $200,000  bond  issue  of  a  certain  Kentucky 
coal  company;  also,  that  the  Louisville  Property 
Co.,  which  is  owned  by  the  L.  &  N.  road,  owns 
42,000  acres  of  coal  and  timber  land  in  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  November  seventh,  amounted  to 
42,839  tons,  making  a  total  to  that  date  of  5,388,- 
397  tons,  as  compared  with  7,658,523  tons  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year,  a  decrease  of 
2,330,126  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
2,053  tons,  making  a  total  this  year  of  62,578  tons, 
as  compared  with  74,687  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  a  decrease  for  the  present  year  ot  62,- 
578  tons. 
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Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Nov.  :J9,  1900. 

There  has  lieen  no  Ict-iip  in  the  demand  for 
anthracite  coal,  and  the  activity  developed  in 
the  past  few  weeks  continues.  'I'he  feature  of  the 
situation  seems  to  he  chieily  due  to  a  shortage 
in  the  car  supply,  though  it  is  also  evident  that 
coal  is  being  more  eagerly  bought  for  this  season 
than  has  been  usual  in  the  past.  It  has  produced 
some  uncomfortable  situations  in  that  the  demand 
most  urgent  for  coal  is  for  the  sizes  which  are 
the  least  available  at  this  time.  'I'he  favorable 
size  for  which  the  larger  pro[)ortion  of  orders 
are  calling  is  chestnut,  though  stove  is  also  in 
big  demand,  and  cannot  be  furnished  in  the 
amount  desired.  The  stocks  of  these  sizes  are, 
however,  not  as  large  this  year  as  has  been 
usual  wlien  other  sizes  were  in  ccpial  demand, 
and  is  therefore  hard  to  be  accounted  for.  The 
question  of  greatest  interest  to  the  producing 
roads  at  this  time  is  to  know  where  all  the  cars 
have  gone  to.  The  shortage  at  the  moment  is 
probably  more  accentuated  than  had  previously 
occurred,  and  is  embarrassing  shippers  in  many 
cases  quite  seriously. 

The  difficulty  of  getting  cars  back  to  the  sys¬ 
tems  is  thought  to  be  due  to  the  greater  need 
for  them  this  year,  in  connection  with  the  heavy 
demand  from  the  west,  and  the  increased  traffic 
developed  in  that  territory  for  shipments  east 
has  retarded  equipment  for  longer  periods. 

Shipments  to  West  Still  Large. 

The  demand  from  the  west  creeps  on  insisting 
for  further  shipments  to  that  territory  before 
navigation  closes,  and  is  of  an  amount  which 
seems  impossible  to  accomplish  with  the  supply 
of  cars  available.  Stocks  at  the  lower  lake  ports 
are  generally  reduced  to  a  point  where  coal  has 
to  be  taken  direct  from  the  mines  for  loading 
vessels  to  go  west.  This  will  likely  restrict 
the  movement  of  tonnage  to  those  ports  and 
make  stocks  short  at  them.  It  is  now  expected 
that  insurance  on  cargoes  will  be  withdrawn  in 
about  a  week,  which  is  considered  the  closing 
period  for  safe  navigation,  though  an  occasional 
cargo  if  weather  holds  good,  mav  risk  making 
later  trips.  It  is  hoped  that  with  lake  trade  out 
of  the  way,  a  fuller  supply  of  cars  will  get  back 
in  service  on  the  coal  carrying  roads. 

Line  Business  Active. 

The  all-rail  trade,  from  practically  all  con¬ 
suming  points,  is  supplying  a  cpiantity  of  orders 
that  cannot  be  promptly  filled  with  the  antici¬ 
pated  increase  of  cars  to  reinforce  the  present 
equipment  the  situation  may  he  somewhat  re¬ 
lieved,  hut  the  opinion  is  that  market  is  likely  to 
continue  strong  into  the  winter  months.  'I'he 
business  accumulated  in  the  hands  of  shippers 


up  to  this  time,  is  by  far  in  excess  of  the  ton¬ 
nage  that  coultl  be  delivered  upon  it.  Many  of 
the  outlying  districts  and  territory  of  foreign 
roads  have  received  but  a  small  percentage  of 
their  requirements.  In  instances  very  few  cars 
have  been  obtainable  for  this  class  of  trade  and 
on  some  routes  shiimient  is  entirely  embargoed 
in  order  to  prevent  cars  beting  retained  by  other 
railroads.  'I'his  has  had  the  effect  of  making 
buyers  anxious  about  their  future  supplies,  and 
assures  the  trade  of  a  large  movement  of  ton¬ 
nage  to  it.  'I'he  stocks  that  were  believed  to 
have  been  in  consumers’  bins  and  dealers’  yards 
were  evidently  depleted  early  in  the  season. 

'I'he  coastwise  trade  is  likewise  in  need  of  a 
greater  supply  than  it  has  received  for  weeks. 
Improved  weather  conditions  has  permitted 
somewhat  better  shipments  to  be  made  in  the 
last  few  days,  and  if  not  disturbed  a  full  supply 
should  reaeh  these  ports  soon.  Some  of  the 
companies  report  the  storage  pockets  in  this 
locality  to  have  but  little  coal  in  them,  the  bad 
weather  preventing  a  storing  in  any  amount. 

At  New  York  trade  is  brisk,  causing  delay  in 
some  cases.  Harbor  boats  are  scarce  and  fogs 
frequently  interfering  is  making  freights  firmer. 
Stove  and  chestnut  sizes  are  short  and  no  one 
seems  to  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  them  to  fill 
the  wants.  The  steam  grades  are  very  strong 
and  in  large  demand.  Prices  are  firm  and  on 
special  grades  show  a  slight  advance.  'I'he  re¬ 
duced  output  on  these  sizes  recently  has  created 
a  shortage  on  No.  2  buckwdieat. 

Bituminous  Coal  Market  Firm. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  seems  to 
be  in  a  strong  position.  There  is  no  surplus 
of  coal  to  be  had  at  any  of  the  shipping  ports, 
;ind  there  appears  to  be  a  pressure  for  shipment 
beyond  that  which  is  in  sight.  This  is  not  repre¬ 
sented  so  much  by  prices,  which,  however,  are 
strong  and  fairly  high.  Good  grades  of  coal 
seem  to  fetch  around  $2.70  to  $2.80  f.  o.  b. 
New  York  harbor  shipping  ports,  with  the  bet¬ 
ter  grades  running  up  to  $.3.00.  'I'he  car  question 
seems  to  be  the  most  important  feature.  The 
short  supply  is  restricting  the  trade  to  a  consid¬ 
erable  extent,  whereas  some  of  the  transporta¬ 
tion  superintendents  will  not  say  that  they  cannot 
furnish  cars,  yet  the  results  to  many  of  the 
operations  are  practically  nothing,  and  apparently 
the  railroads  at  the  present  moment  have  thrown 
up  their  hands,  many  operations  not  receiving 
more  cars  for  coal  during  the  entire  w'eek  than 
they  could  move  in  one  day  if  they  had  the  equip¬ 
ment.  Indeed,  it  is  questioned  in  a  number  of 
instances  on  account  of  the  supply  being  so  poor, 
whether  the  railroads  can  really  be  sincere  in 
their  efforts  to  provide  more  ears.  These  car 
conditions  are  such  that  it  may  bring  about  a 
uniting  of  certain  coal  interests  to  take  up  the 
question  of  the  supply,  and  especially  of  the  dis¬ 


tribution,  and  it  is  intimated  a  later  presenta¬ 
tion  of  these  facts  may  be  placed  before  the 
proper  authorities  if  quick  results  are  not  pro¬ 
duced. 

'I'he  vessel  supplj'  is  improving  somewhat,  and 
vessels  are  arriving  from  the  east.  This  is  a 
relief  to  many  of  the  people  whose  shipments 
have  been  held  up  on  this  account.  Some  slightly 
lower  rates  have  been  made  than  were  spoken  of 
in  the  last  week  or  ten  days. 

'I'he  labor  situation  seems  to  be  unchanged.  It 
is  generally  short  of  men  in  the  soft  coal  regions, 
and  this  condition  is  not  at  all  helped  by  the 
shortage  of  cars,  which  makes  the  miners  discon¬ 
tented  on  account  of  the  little  work  being  done. 

'I'rade  in  the  far  cast  is  improving,  and  we  hear 
of  orders  from  people  who  heretofore  have  been 
quoted  as  having  large  stocks  of  coal  on  hand 
and  not  desirous  of  taking  on  more,  are  nqw 
sending  orders  into  the  market  for  prompt  ship¬ 
ment. 

'I'rade  along  the  sound  is  very  active,  and 
large  quantities  of  coal  are  being  asked  for  in 
this  territory,  'fhe  short  supply  of  sound  barges 
is  interfering  to  some  extent  with  this  trade. 
We  understand  that  there  is  some  demurrage  ac¬ 
cruing  at  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart¬ 
ford  railroad  receiving  points,  but  this  is  from  , 
a  lack  of  New  Haven  railroad  cars  to  receive  the 
coal  on  arrival. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  rather  short  of 
coal.  There  is  no  coal  standing  at  the  tidewater 
shipping  ports  of  any  e.xtent,  and  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  has  curtailed  the  shipments  of  the  tonnage 
coming  forward  materially.  The  market  gen¬ 
erally  is  strong,  and  purchasers  are  rather  look¬ 
ing  for  more  coal  than  can  be  had  at  the 
moment.  Harbor  boats  are  scarce  and  freights 
are  advancing  slightly. 

All-rail  trade  is  active,  and  prices  are  strong 
and  advancing;  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  mines 
does  not  seem  to  be  an  extraordinary  figure  for 
fair  grades  of  coal,  with  the  best  grades  rang¬ 
ing  upward. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  not  as 
fast  as  it  was  during  the  summer,  coal  taking 
around  a  good  week  to  run  through  to  tide. 
Car  supply  is  poor  on  all  the  roads,  some  being 
worse  than  others.  We  hear  of  ten  per  cent 
of  the  demand  being  given  in  a  number  of  cases, 
while  very  few  are  securing  over  fifty  per  cent  of 
their  needs.  There  is  some  talk  of  favoritsm,  but 
this  is  always  the  case  under  like  conditions. 

The  coastwise  vessel  market  is  beginning  to 
receive  vessels  back  from  the  east  after  the  long 
delays  brought  about  by  the  bad  weather  prevail¬ 
ing  during  the  month.  Prices  are  very  steady, 
with  a  slight  tendency  toward  weakness. 

We  quote  current  freight  rates  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portsmouth,  $1.00 
and  discharge,  with  loading  and  discharging 
clause ;  80  to  85  cents  and  discharge  to  the  Sound, 
with  loading  and  discharging  clause. 


Market  News 


from  Buffalo 


and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  November  29. — Milder  weather 
has  served  to  somewhat  modify  the  demand  for 
domestic  sizes  of  anthracite,  this  week,  but  there 
is  still  sufficient  business  to  keep  the  sales  agents 
guessing  how  they  are  going  to  keep  up  with 
their  orders.  Rail  business  is  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  last  week,  many  belated  buyers 
sending  in  rush  orders,  for  the  demands  of  con¬ 
sumers  are  still  in  many  cases  unsatisfied. 

Lake  business  has  been  a  triffc  better  for  the 
past  seven  days,  as  the  relaxation  in  line  business 
has  served  to  strengthen  the  supply  available  for 
the  water  route,  and  besides,  the  amount  of  ton¬ 


nage  available  has  been  heavier.  'I'here  is  little 
possibility,  however,  that  the  shippers  will  be 
able  to  reach  the  figures  attained  in  November 
of  1905,  for  the  month  is  so  nearly  gone  that  no 
matter  how  active  forwarders  may  be,  they  can¬ 
not  overcome  the  discrepancy,  amounting  to 
something  like  seventy-five  thousand  tons. 

Shipments  for  the  past  week  arc  again  marked 
by  the  small  number  of  cargoes  going  to  small 
ports.  Chicago  gets  more  than  half  of  all  coal 
sent  forward.  Total  shipments  anjoimted  to  98,- 
300  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


Destination. 

Tons. 

Destination. 

Tons. 

.  .59,200 

....  750 

Duluth  . 

Toledo  . 

_ 12,200 

.  2,000 

Windsor  . 

_  1,100 

Milwaukee  . 

Total  shipment 

for 

Superior  . 

.  9,600 

the  month  to 
has  been . 

date 

. .  .328,625 

There  has  been  no  visible  improvement  in  the 
car  supply,  and  this,  with  the  heavy  demand 
made  by  the  lake  trade,  has  served  as  a  draw¬ 
back  to  the  rail  business.  It  is  figured  that  with 
the  close  of  navigation  early  in  December  a  re¬ 
lief  from  the  supply  shortage  which  has  delayed 
the  filling  of  orders,  will  be  had,  and  that  there- 


No.  22] 


the  black  diamond 


after  a  much  livelier  rail  trade  can  be  properly 
cared  for. 

Some  comment  was  caused  by  the  failure  this 
week  of  Walter  J.  Donaldson,  a  well-known  local 
dealer.  Mr.  Donaldson  filed  a  petition  in  volun¬ 
tary  bankruptcy,  early  in  the  week,  in  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  district  court. 
In  the  petition,  liabilities  of  $71,436.69  are  given. 
Of  these,  $10,635  are  secured  liabilities.  Assets 
are  stated  as  $5,267.96,  of  which  $1,905.90  con¬ 
sists  of  open  accounts  due  the  petitioner  and 
clothing  valued  at  $75,  claimed  exempt.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  creditors  of  the  petitioner  are  the  Manu¬ 
facturers  and  Traders  National  bank  of  this  city, 
to  which  there  is  an  indebtedness  of  about  $13,- 
635;  to  E.  L.  Hedstrom,  $3,564.23;  to  M.  A. 
Donaldson,  $5,520.61;  to  Charles  H.  Donaldson, 
$10,000,  and  to  M.  A.  E.  Donaldson,  $31,496.3,H 

The  supply  of  bituminous  coal  in  the  Buffalo 
market  is  about  the  same  as  last  reported,  but 
while  there  is  no  demand  for  any  particular 
grade,  still  it  has  been  a  hand  to  mouth  problem 
and  if  we  should  have  a  snowstorm  there  will 
be  undoubted  famine  in  some  particular  grade. 
Some  of  the  operators  shipping  coal  into  the 
Buffalo  territory  from  the  Allegheny  Valley  re¬ 
port  trouble  with  the  miners  in  getting  them  to 
work  regularly. 

Even  those  mines  which  have  a  fair  supply  of 
cars  cannot  get  the  men  to  do  more  than  about 
one-half  the  normal  amount  of  work.  One  of 
the  large  operators  had  his  mine  shut  down  for 
two  days  on  account  of  the  miners  engaging  in 
a  rabbit  hunt,  on  the  opening  of  the  game  sea¬ 
son.  While  it  appears  ridiculous  to  suppose  that 
such  a  desire  for  sport  should  control  the  rnen 
as  to  cause  a  shut-down  of  a  mine  employing 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nov.  30. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  continues  to  be  a  good  de¬ 
mand  for  anthacite  coal  and  enough  business  is 
in  the  hands  of  all  shippers  to  keep  them  busy 
for  some  time  to  come.  Indeed,  the  companies 
are  receiving  more  orders  for  the  domestic  coals 
than  they  can  ship.  The  car  shortage  has  as  yet 
not  shown  any  improvement  and  with  supplies 
in  dealers’  yards  nearly  exhausted,  making  the 
shipments  very  urgent,  the  arrival  of  coal  from 
the  mines  is  insufficient  to  provide  for  current 
needs,  especially  of  the  red  ash  varieties.  Some 
sizes  for  free  burning  coals  have  become  quite 
scarce.  Chestnut  is  probably  the  most  affected, 
though  stove  is  also  strong.  Pea  coal  is  now  one 
of  the  popular  sizes  as  a  domestic  fuel  and  is 
increasing  in  demand.  The  city  retail  dealers  find 
this,  trade  growing  so  rapidly  that  it  is  at  tirnes 
difficult  to  obtain  the  quantity  needed.  On  this 
account  an  advance  in  price  of  twenty-five  cents 
per -ton  was  made  at  retail  and  went  into  effect  the 
first  of  December.  The  new  price  is  $4.75  a  ton, 
being  two  dollars  less  than  the  domestic  sizes, 
which  compares  with  the  companies’  prices  at 
the  mines.  It  is  stated  that  this  size  has  so 
largely  become  a  domestic  fuel  with  householders 
in  the  several  years  past  that  it  may  soon  be 
placed  upon  the  list  of  the  domestic  sizes.  If 
this  was  done  the  size  would  likely  be  slightly  en¬ 
larged  by  changing  the  screens. 

Coastwise  Trade  Active. 

The  demand  for  shipment  to  coastwise  points 
beyond  the  capes  of  the  Delaware  is  briTk.  Or¬ 
ders  from  the  shoalwater  ports  have  been  delayed 
through  bad  weather  and  are  now  urgently  calling 
for  delivery  upon  them.  The  season  is  getting 
late  and  if  restriction  further  prevail  some  of 


Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  30.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  hard  coal  market  shows  a  good 
demand  at  wholesale  and  better  shipments  are 
reaching  the  discharging  ports.  Soine  buyers 
find  it  difficult  to  procure  the  sizes  in  greatest 
demand  as  promptly  as  is  desired,  these  being 
chestnut  and  stove  coal,  but  it  is  not  seen  why  the 
trade  should  have  changed  its  liking  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  having  heretofore  been  large  users  of  egg 


150  men,  still  it  is  true,  and  serves  to  demqjistrate 
that  the  men  will  take  advantage  of  any  excuse 
to  avoid  work. 

The  Alcola  Coal  Co.,  which  has  been  shut 
down  since  last  April,  has  resumed  operations 
with  an  increased  output. 

Mines  in  the  Alle-’lieny  Valley  district  report 
conditions  as  being  about  the  same  as  last  week, 
the  available  supply  being  about  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  requirements. 

Many  large  consumers  are  in  the  Buffalo  mar¬ 
ket  endeavoring  to  pick  up  spot  coal,  but  the 
conditions  of  the  various  railroad  yards  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  being  practically  destitute  of  coal,  prevents 
the  transaction  of  much  business  along  this  line. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  condition  of  the 
trade  in  Buffalo  is  that  while  the  price  of  $2.75 
is  being  charged  for  Pittsburg  lump  coal  to  ves¬ 
sels  coaling  at  this  port,  the  same  coal  is  being 
sold  on  cars  at  Buffalo  at  $3  per  ton.  In  other 
words,  the  present  price  of  Pittsburg  three-quar¬ 
ter  lump  is  $1.75  on  cars  at  the  mine,  with  a 
freight  rate  of  $1.25  added  to  Buffalo,  makes  a 
freight  rate  of  delivery  at  $3  per  ton.  There  are 
only  two  coal  shipping  firms  which  are  supplying 
Pittsburg  coal,  the  balance  of  the  shippers  using 
various  grades  with  which  to  supply  their  fueling 
docks. 

The  car  shortage  is  still  proving  a  great  handi¬ 
cap  for  the  bituminous  dealers  and  shippers,  but 
it  is  understood  that  Cleveland  is  to  suspend  lake 
shipments  after  Saturday,  which  will  have  a 
tendency  to  increase  the  car  supply  in  general. 
It  is  understood  that  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  is 
behind  something  like  a  million  tons  on  its  lake 
shipments. 


this  trade  may  go  short  of  their  usual  winter’s 
supply.  Already  captains  of  vessels  suitable  for 
entering  these  ports  are  declining  charters,  though 
no  signs  of  ice  are  as  yet  perceptible.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  small  barges  are  being  increased  by  some 
of  the  companies  for  delivery  to  this  trade  to  take 
the  place  of  small  schooners  that  are  becoming 
less  available  than  they  were  formerly.  Retail 
trade  is  active  with  prices  at  $6.75  a  gross  ton 
well  maintained. 

Bituminous  Market  Unchanged. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  remains  in  the 
strong  condition  reported  last  week.  Most  pro¬ 
ducers  have  more  business  than  they  are  able  to 
ship  promptly  and  are  therefore  not  inclined 
to  accept  further  obligations,  except  at  advanced 
prices.  This  is  holding  the  trade  firm  and  prices 
range  from  $1.25  to  $1.50  for  average  steam 
grades,  with  coals  even  higher,  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the 
mines.  The  principal  shipments  being  made  are 
upon  the  season  contracts,  though  the  urgency 
for  spot  coal  from  other  interests  is  being  freely 
offered  and  is  receiving  attention  where  cars  can 
be  obtained  to  move  it. 

The  car  situation  is  still  the  feature  most  promi¬ 
nent  in  the  trade  and  no  one  is  receiving  much 
over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  supply  needed  and 
on  some  roads  it  is  considerably  less  than 
this.  The  all-rail  business  continues  to  dominate 
over  the  shipments  to  tide.  The  vessels  at  these 
points  being  in  short  supply  and  uncertain  as  to 
their  arrival,  keep  these  markets  pretty  bare  of 
coal,  shippers  not  wanting  to  be  embargoed.  The 
vessel  freights  from  here  to  Boston,  Salem  and 
Portland  have  been  quoted  at  $1.00  and  85c  to 
the  Sound. 


size.  This  coal  is  not  only  more  economical  in 
its  cost,  being  in  this  localitv  twenty-five  cents 
lower  in  price  than  stove  and  chestnut,  but  is 
a  more  economical  fuel  in  that  it  runs  larger  in 
size  and  contains  less  impurities.  Yet  it  is  hard 
to  account  for  the  whims  of  the  public  that 
generally  insists  on  having  what  it  wants. 

Despite  the  fact  that  coal  freights  are  high  on 
outside  craft  there  has  been  considerable  char¬ 


tering  of  vessels  of  suitable  tonnage  to  carry  such 
cargoes  to  the  light  draught  points.  This  class  of 
trade  is  thought  to  be  still  short  of  its  full  re¬ 
quirements  for  the  season  and  is  making  every 
effort  to  get  more  coal  forward  before  ice  makes, 
regardless  of  the  increased  costs.  1  he  coastwise 
business  has  been  greatly  hampered  during  the 
past  two  months  by  storms  and  bad  weather,  cur¬ 
tailing  the  amount  of  tonnage  that  arrived  here 
quite  materially  and  it  is  no  doubt  because  of  this 
condition  that  the  present  situation  is  so  accentu¬ 
ated,  giving  promise  of  a  protracted  period  of 
activity. 

Line  Trade  Is  Heavy. 

There  is  no  let-up  on  the  all-rail  business  of 
the  New  England  states  and  shippers  report  be¬ 
ing  flooded  with  orders  away  beyond  their  ability 
to  deliver.  Most  of  the  roads  on  which  the  ton¬ 
nage  originates  and  has  connection  with  the  lines 
in  this  territory  do  not  seem  inclined  to  favor 
sending  cars  to  them,  when  their  own  line  trade 
demands  more  quipment  than  can  be  furnished  in 
all  cases.  A  little  later  when  things  ease  up  there 
may  be  more  cars  that  can  be  given  to  this  trade. 

The  sound  business  is  active  and  not  receiving 
all  the  coal  they  desire,  being  back  on  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  orders  placed  a  month  ago. 

Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

There  is  a  strong  tone  to  the  bituminous  market 
at  this  center.  The  standard  grades  of  Hampton 
Roads  and  Georges  Creek  have  been  generally 
sold  up  at  full  prices  and  there  remains  little  to 
offer  buyers.  The  difficulty  continues  to  be  the 
transportation  of  coal  in  sufficient  amount  to  en¬ 
able  consumers  to  get  a  supply  of  tonnage  ahead. 
The  delays  for  several  months  past  have  been 
quite  serious,  being  restricted  by  bad  weather  con¬ 
ditions,  an  actual  shortage  in  vessel  tonnage  from 
several  causes  and  the  slow  arrival  of  coal  at  the 
loading  ports. 

This  has  hardened  the  market  to  some  extent 
and  for  urgent  needs  buyers  are  willing  to  pay  a 
premium  over  the  current  quotations.  There  is 
some  Pennsylvania  coal  coming  to  this  trade  and 
is  freely  absorbed  at  fair  prices.  Some  of  it  is 
also  being  shipped  inland  from  the  rail  connecting 
points  owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars  for  all-rail 
delivery  from  the  mines.  The  vessel  freights  are 
high,  with  craft  of  all  kinds  scarce  and  in  large 
demand.  Rates  to  Boston  are  about  $1.00  from  all 
ports. 


Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  November  27. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — One  of  the  worst  car  shortage 
situations  ever  faced  by  the  trade  here  is  on  at 
present.  By  working  with  might  and  main  the 
handlers  of  soft  coal  here  have  been  able  to  meet 
contracts.  Outside  of  the  covering  of  their 
contract  obligations,  however,  there  has  been 
hardly  a  ton  of  coal  to  dispose  of  by  the  larger 
corporations.  Some  of  the  smaller  shippers,  who 
have  not  tied  up  their  business  so  thoroughly 
with  contract  obligations,  are  now  reaping  the 
benefits  of  higher  prices  from  the  sale  of  what 
coal  they  can  force  through  with  pleadings  or 
threats. 

Within  the  past  ten  days  the  prices  for  all 
grades  of  bituminous  have  been  moving  upward. 
All  sorts  of  prices  are  quoted  for  coal,  and  it  is 
hard  to  get  at  anything  like  a  settled  basis  for 
quotations.  Some  fellows  who  tell  you  that  the 
price  is  so-and-so  often  base  their  statements  on 
their  wishes  or  expectations,  or  on  what,  while 
feeling  independent  because  of  having  very  little 
if  any  spot  coal  to  offer,  they  have  demanded 
from  some  consumer  who  they  know  must  have 
fuel.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  bitumi¬ 
nous  has  taken  a  jump,  and  present  indications  are 
that  it  is  going  considerably  higher.  While  even 
higher  than  $2  is  announced  by  some  handlers  of 
Georges  Creek  as  the  price  for  that  fuel,  a  fair 
statement  would  place  it  at  about  $1.95@2  at  tlie 
outset  of  the  present  week.  .-Vs  lliis  fuel  could 
be  secured  a  week  ago  around  $1.75  the  advance 
can  be  seen  to  be  at  from  twenty  to  twenty-live 
cents.  Lesser  grade  coals  have  mounted  in  about 
the  same  proportion,  although  the  range  of  prices 
is  probably  wider  than  for  Georges  Creek  ainl 
other  high  grade  fuels. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 


The  New  England  Trade. 
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It  is  reported  that  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Naviga¬ 
tion  Co.  expects  to  make  extensive  improve¬ 
ments  to  its  property  in  the  Panther  Creek  Val¬ 
ley  (Pa.)  during  1907.  'I'his  will  include  the 
development  of  a  large  territory  and  the  erection 
of  six  new  breakers. 

The  Dodson  Coal  Co.,  which  has  been  testing 
the  Diamond  vein  of  coal  at  Kaskawilliam,  Pa., 
for  the  past  month,  will  sink  a  slope  at  that 
town  in  the  near  future.  'I'he  prospects  are  that 
this  operation  will  be  one  of  the  largest  in  the 
Schuylkill  valley. 

The  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  Rail¬ 
road  Co.  announces  that  Mr.  11.  W.  Henry, 
general  coal  agent,  having  resigned  to  engage 
in  other  business,  all  correspondence  and  re¬ 
ports  relating  to  the  coal  and  coke  traffic  of 
these  lines  should  hereafter  be  addressed  to  the 
coal  traffic  manager,  h'.  L.  Harriman. 

L.  '1'.  Wightman,  manager  advertising  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York, 
leaves  for  a  trip  to  Denver,  Colo.,  on  Monday, 
December  third,  to  spend  a  month  in  recreation. 
He  will  remain  at  his  former  home  in  that  city 
and  spend  the  Christmas  holidays  with  his  par¬ 
ents  and  family. 

J.  Brewster  Gere,  a  prominent  coal  merchant 
of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  was  in  the  city  for  a  few 
days  last  week,  visiting  a  number  of  the  coal 
interests  with  the  view  of  contracting  for  future 
business.  Mr.  Gere  says  that  the  coal  trade  in 
that  locality  and  the  lake  region  is  much  im¬ 
proved,  and  looks  for  a  good  season’s  business 
this  year. 

Stephen  B.  Elkins,  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales 
of  the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  re¬ 
turned  from  a  ten  weeks’  trip  abroad,  on  Tues¬ 
day,  November  thirteenth,  via  the  Kaiser  Wil¬ 
helm  H.  Mr.  Elkins  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
Paris,  though  also  visiting  several  other  coun¬ 
tries  on  the  co.ntinent.  He  had  a  very  enjoyable 
trip  and  feels  greatly  benefited. 

President  W.  H.  Truesdale,  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad,  announced  sev¬ 
eral  days  ago  that  the  company  will  grant  a  ten- 
hour  day  to  all  trainmen  in  its  employ.  This 
concession,  which  already  had  been  granted  the 
engineers  and  switchmen,  and  will  be  made  ap¬ 
plicable  to  all  other  employes,  and  the  order  will 
be  made  effective  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  oper¬ 
ate  a  railroad. 

Francis  S.  Coxe  of  Asheville,  N.  C.,  a  son  of 
the  late  Frank  Coxe,  a  banker  and  coal  opera¬ 
tor,  died  early  Thursday  morning  of  last  weeK, 
at  the  Bellevue-Stratford,  Philadelphia.  He  .went 
to  Philadelphia  from  Asheville  about  ten  days 
before,  and  was  indisposed  for  several  days. 
Mr.  Coxe  was  forty  years  old.  His  death  was 
due  to  a  complication  of  diseases.  Interment  at 
Rutherfordton,  N.  C. 

Work  was  completed  recently  on  the  Delaware 
&  Eastern  railroad,  which  is  the  first  link  in  an 
independent  coal  road  to  connect  the  anthracite 
fields  of  Pennsylvania  with  the  Boston  &  Maine, 
to  reach  the  coal  markets  of  that  territory.  This 
link  of  forty-five  miles  extends  from  East 
Branch,  N.  Y.,  on  the  Ontario  &  Western,  to 
Arkville,  on  the  Western  &  Delaware.  It  is  to 
be  a  branch  of  the  projected  Schnectady  &  South¬ 
western  railroad,  and  will  open  up  the  Schoharie 
Valley,  one  of  the  most  fertile  districts  of  New 
York  state. 

At  a  conference  between  the  trainmen  and 
A.  T.  Dice,  general  superintendent  of  the  Read¬ 
ing  Railway  Company,  on  Saturday  last,  the  de¬ 
mand  of  the  men  for  a  ten-hour  day  was  re¬ 
jected.  The  men  were  told  that  the  company 
had  granted  them  a  substantial  increase  in  wages 
and  made  other  concessions,  and  in  view  of  this 
nothing  further  could  be  expected  for  the  pres¬ 
ent,  The  men  affected  are  employed  in  the 
freight  and  coal  train  service  and  include  the 
entire  Reading  system.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
Reading,  Pa. 

The  Department  of  Docks  and  Ferries  of  New 
York  city  awarded  the  pea  coal  contract  of  ten 


thousand  tons,  to  be  furnished  the  municipal 
ferries  at  'I'hirty-ninth  street.  South  Brooklyn, 
to  Curtis-BIaisdell  Co.  The  price  delivered  m 
l)ins  is  $3.35.  Other  bidders  on  this  business 
were  W.  J.  Quinlan,  $3  .53;  W.  Farrell  &  Son, 
$3.43 ;  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co.,  $3.40.  The  Curtis- 
BIaisdell  Co.  were  also  awarded  the  twenty  tnou- 
sand  ton  pea  coal  contract,  on  October  fifth,  by 
the  department,  at  $3.13  a  ton,  delivered  in  bins 
at  St.  George,  Staten  Island. 

The  adjustment  committee  of  the  Erie  firemen 
had  several  conferences,  one  with  Manager  Stu¬ 
art  of  the  Erie  road,  in  the  Bowling  Green  build¬ 
ing,  New  York,  during  the  week.  This  confer¬ 
ence,  which  may  last  for  several  days  longer,  is 
to  fix  the  wages  of  the  firemen  op  the  basis  of 
an  average  of  the  wages  to  be  paid  by  three 
competing  roads,  which  have  settled  with  their 
firemen.  The  firemen  and  Grand  Chief  Hanna- 
han  have  accepted  the  proposition  of  General 
Manager  Stuart  to  have  their  wages  adjusted  in 
this  way.  Mr,  Hannahan  said  he  would  have 
nothing  to  say  until  all  the  meetings  were  over. 

'I  he  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports 
that  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month  and 
since  January  first,  this  year,  compared  with 
the  same  period  the  previous  year  have  been, 
anthracite,  164.80G  tons  and  1,324,717  tons,  as 
against  192,530  tons  and  1,012,502  tons,  respect¬ 
ively,  a  decrease  for  the  month  of  27,730  tons, 
and  up  to  October  thirty-first,  a  decrease  of  287,- 
785  tons.  The  reduction  during  the  month  was 
no  doubt  due  to  the  bad  weather,  restricting  the 
movement  of  water  transportation.  Bituminous, 
257.904  to.ns,  and  2,475,043  tons,  as  compared  with 
248,707  tons  and  2,338,584  tons  last  year,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  9,137  tons  and  137,409  tons,  respectively. 
The  receipts  of  provincial  soft  coal  to  November 
first  were  551,840  tons,  as  compared  with  497,408 
tons  for  the  same  period  in  1905,  an  increase  of 
04,372  tons. 

The  seven-masted  schooner,  Thomas  W.  Law- 
son,  which  was  converted  from  a  coal  carrier 
into  a  tanker  for  carrying  oil,  arrived  at  the 
port  of  Philadelphia  on  Friday  of  last  week, 
with  2,500,000  gallons  of  crude  oil  in  bulk  from 
the  oil  fields  of  Texas.  The  Lawson’s  arrival  is 
important  for  the  reason  that  she  is  bringing  the 
largest  cargo  of  oil  ever  shipped  to  that  port  in 
a  single  vessel  from  Port  Arthur.  She  was 
anchored  at  Deep  Water  Point  to  let  lighters 
take  off  part  of  her  cargo,  so  that  she  could 
safely  pass  the  shoal  areas  and  reach  her  dis¬ 
charging  berth  at  Marcus  Hook.  When  the  boat 
passed  in  the  Delaware  Capes  she  was  drawing 
twenty-eight  feet  of  water.  Only  one  other  sail¬ 
ing  vessel  in  the  world  exceeds  the  Lawson  in 
size  and  tonnage.  When  she  was  constructed 
about  four  years  ago  for  the  coastwise  trade  her 
launching  caused  quite  a  stir  in  maritime  circles, 
as  she  held  the  record  for  being  the  largest  sail¬ 
ing  vessel  afloat.  Since  then  a  Hamburg  firm 
has  built  a  five-masted  ship  of  greater  tonnage 
than  the  Lawson. 

J.  D.  Kurtz  Crook,  who  died  at  his  home  in 
New  York  city  on  Thursday,  November  fifteenth, 
of  paralysis,  after  a  lingering  illness,  was  for  a 
number  of  years  prominently  identified  with  the 
coal  trade  in  this  city.  After  retiring  from  this 
business  in  March,  1897,  he  held  a  position  with 
the  Crane  company  for  a  little  over  a  year,  but 
his  health  was  slightly  failing  then.  In  1899  Mr. 
Crook  first  suffered  from  a  paralytic  stroke, 
which  was  followed  by  five  similar  afflictions,  in 
the  intervening  years,  the  last  of  these  occurred 
on  November  eleventh,  1900.  He  was  a  native  of 
Baltimore  and  highly  connected.  His  first  en¬ 
trance  into  the  coal  business  in  New  York  was 
as  commission  agent  for  James  Boyce’s  Franklin 
Georges  Creek  Coal  of  Baltimore,  in  1875.  The 
following  year  he  took  A.  G.  Perham  in  his  em¬ 
ploy  and  was  connected  with  Mr.  Crook  to  1883, 
when  a  partnership  was  entered  into,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Crook  &  Perham.  When  the  firm 
went  out  of  business  on  March  fifteenth,  1897,  Mr. 
Perham  continued  in  the  trade,  with  an  office  at 
No.  1  Broadway,  up  to  his  demise  in  Alarch, 
1901.  Mr.  Crook  was  prominently  identified 
with  church  work.  He  was  sixty-two  years  ot 


age.  The  last  services  were  held  at  his  home, 
144  East  Thirtieth  street,  New  York. 

Spot  coal  is  indeed  rara  avis  in  this  section 
just  at  present.  It  would  seem  that  almost  every 
ton  of  coal  that  is  coming  in  is  of  contract 
character. 

The  export  business  here  is  still  booming,  in 
spite  of  car  shortage  troubles.  From  the  first  of 
January  to  the  middle  of  November,  387,305  tons 
of  coal  were  loaded  into  bottoms  from  the  piers 
here  for  export,  against  339,112  tons  for  the  same 
period  of  last  year,  an  increase  of  48,193  tons. 
The  coke  exports  were  50,045  tons,  against  25,- 
700  tons  for  the  same  period  of  1905,  an  increase 
of  24,345  tons.  The  value  of  the  coal  and  coke 
exports  this  year  to  November  15  were  $1,142,- 
974.50,  an  increase  in  value  over  the  exports  of 
1905  of  $190,549.14.  The  banner  month  this  year 
was  July,  when  53,442  tons  of  coal  and  5,560  tons 
of  coke  were  exported. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Western  Maryland 
railroad  has  purchased  the  Georges  Creek  and 
Cumberland  railroad.  It  will  form  one  of  the 
links  in  the  Gould  line  to  the  west.  The  coal 
lands  adjoining  the  railroad,  it  is  stated,  are  not 
included  in  the  deal. 

Charter  rates  have  not  changed  materially,  and 
vessels  are  still  hard  to  get  as  desired.  The  latest 
Mexican  charter,  that  of  the  steamship  Dunholme 
to  Tampico,  at  $1.55,  is  at  a  reduction,  some  re¬ 
cent  charters  to  that  port  having  been  up  to 
$1.80. 

The  second  amiual  report  of  the  Coal  &  Coke 
railway  covers  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  thir¬ 
tieth,  1906.  Since  the  last  annual  report  was 
issued  the  road  has  been  completed  and  put  in 
operation  with  a  total  length  of  195  miles,  of 
which  nine  miles  are  operated  under  a  track¬ 
age  arangement  with  the  Western  Maryland  rail¬ 
road.  The  gross  earnings  were  $550,683,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $160,130,  and  the  operating  expenses 
were  $387,607,  an  increase  of  $118,378,  the  net 
income  of  the  railway  department  was  $139,995, 
an  increase  of  $34,655,  and  the  net  income  of  the 
coal  department  was  $61,022,  all  of  which  was  in¬ 
crease.  The  total  net  income  was  $201,017,  an 
increase  of  $95,677. 

Much  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a  description 
of  the  purposes  of  the  company,  its  construction 
and  its  properties.  It  is  primarily  a  coal  rail¬ 
road,  and  it  was  built  principally  to  develop  coal 
property.  It  owns  one  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  coal  land  and  mining  rights.  These  lands  lie 
in  Randolph,  Barbour,  Upshur,  Lewis,  Gilmer 
and  Bra.xton  counties.  These  coals  are  present 
in  large  quantities,  some  of  the  seams  being  from 
eight  to  eleven  feet  thick,  while  the  veins  run 
down  to  something  over  four  feet. 

At  Gassaway  the  company  established  its  shops, 
including  a  roundhouse,  a  machine  shop,  and 
erecting  shop,  a  boiler  shop,  a  woodwork  shop,  a 
coach  and  paint  shop  and  storehouse. 

The  equipment  of  the  company  consists  of 
thirty  locomotives,  eighteen  passenger  cars  and 
1,843  freight  cars. 

The  company  began  operating  freight  trains 
over  the  entire  road  on  December  third  last, 
and  it  began  operating  passenger  trains  over  the 
whole  line  on  January  twenty-first.  Through 
freight  between  Baltimore  and  other  Atlantic 
ports  is  being  carried,  and  this  traffic  should 
largely  increase. 

The  total  assets  of  the  road  are  $22,080,397, 
of  which  $12,196,661  is  represented  by  real  estate 
and  stocks,  $7,899,381  in  the  cost  of  road  and 
improvements  and  $1,634,168  in  equipment.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  ten  million  dollars, 
and  the  funded  debt,  first  mortgage  bonds, 
amounts  to  $9,268,000. 

The  road  carried  500,561  tons  of  freight  during 
the  year,  and  the  tons  of  freight  carried  one 
mile  were  20,277,733.  The  earnings  per  mile  of 
freight  trains  were  $21.00,  and  the  average 
amount  received  from  each  ton  of  freight  was 
60.1  cents ;  the  average  amount  received  per  mile 
from  each  ton  of  freight  was  1.66  cents.  The 
number  of  passengers  carried  was  205,838,  and  the 
passengers  carried  one  mile  numbered  3,903,832; 
the  average  amount  received  from  each  passen¬ 
ger  was  56.1  cents,  and  the  average  amount  re¬ 
ceived  from  each  passenger  per  mile  was  2.95 
cents. 
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SALESMANSHIP  AND  ADVERTISING 
^^^^SUGOESTIONS 


“AD”  CRITICISMS. 

Some  advertisements  have  been  selected  this 
week  to  represent  the  principles  governing  at¬ 
tractive  set-ups  and  illustrations.  A  good  illus¬ 
tration  must  be  characterized  by  features  which 
attract  and  develop  interest,  thus  inducing  the 
mind  to  read  the  “selling  talk.”  Another  fea¬ 
ture  of  a  good  illustration  is  that  it  must  suggest 
an  association  of  ideas  which  will  add  force  to 
the  “selling  talk,”  and  therefore  strengthen  it. 
Such  an  illustration  immediately  brings  the  mind 
from  the  world  of  general  interest  right  down  to 
the  advertiser’s  proposition. 

The  set-up  of  type  must  contain  attractive 
head  lines  and  such  an  arrangement  of  matter  as 
will  be  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  invite  reading  on 
the  part  of  the  prospective  buyer.  Anything  in 
the  “ad”  which  tends  to  mitigate  the  reception 
of  the  “selling  talk”  is  bad  advertising.  In  the 
advertisement  herewith  reproduced  of  F.  _S.  Jett 
&  Son  we  would  make  a  claim  that  the  illustra¬ 
tion  is  very  bad.'  It  makes  one  think  of  a  vaude¬ 
ville  show.  The  prospective  buyer  would  have 
difficulty  in  determining  whether  .the  character 
in  the  picture  was  trying  to  accomplish  an  acro¬ 
batic  feat  in  balancing  a  scuttle  of  coal  while 
poising  himself  in  a  wheelbarrow,  or  that  he  had 
discarded  his  shovel  and  was  trying  to  land  the 
coal  in  the  furnace  by  some  new  stunt.  This  kind 
of  an  advertisement  gets  attention  all  right,  but 
it  is  not  the  right  kind,  simply  because  it  diverts 
the  mind  from  the  subject  advertised.  People 
laugh  at  the  ridiculous  advertiser,  but  not  with 
him.  Such  an  illustration  does  not  inspire  con¬ 
fidence.  The  customer 
reading  such  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  would 
probably  think  that  if 
he  went  into  the  deal¬ 
er’s  store  he  would 
find  him  standing  on 
his  head. 

The  chief  fault  with 
this  illustration  is  in 
the  fact  that  it  brings 
up_  a  chain  of  ideas 
entirely  foreign  to  the 
subj  ect  and  which 
have  so  little  relation 
to  the  purchase  of  coal 
that  the  reader  passes 
on  to  other  advertise¬ 
ments  without  know¬ 
ing  in  many  cases 
who  paid  for  the 
space.  One  of  the 
leading  bicycle  houses 
a  few  years  ago  ad¬ 
vertised  a  bicycle  by 
using  an  illustration 
which  represented  a 
young  lady  riding  one 
of  the  wheels  with  a 
bull  dog  following 
closely  behind.  Al¬ 
most  everyone  knows 
that  the  average  wo¬ 
man  does  not  derive 
very  much  pleasure 
from  riding  a  bicycle 
with  a  dog  chasing 
her  and  to  many  it 
would  surely  bring  up 
the  question  that  if 
she  purchased  a  bicy¬ 
cle  she  no  doubt 
would  be  chased  by 
dogs.  Therefore  the 
illustration  actually 
tends  to  destroy  the  sale  of  the  wheel. 

Coming  back  to  the  “ad”  here  in  question  we 
note  that  the  main  head  line  is  “When  Coal  is 
Up.”  It  is  usually  the  case  that  most  consumers 


are  not  interested  in  coal,  especially  when  it  is 
up.  It  would  have  been  much  better  to  advertise 
the  price  definitely  together  with  a  statement  of 

e  quality  and  ex¬ 
plain  tersely  un¬ 
der  what  condi¬ 
tions  the  dealer 
can  sell  coal  of  the 
described  quality 
at  prices  indicated. 

The  “ad”  also 
states  that  the 
dealer  has  the  best 
dry  pine  wood  in 
Savannah.  This 
statement  also 
needs  explanation 
because  most  of  the 
consumers  will  not 
readily  understand 
why  this  firm  is  in 
a  position  to  have 
better  pine  wood 
than  all  o  t  h  er 

The  advertisement  we  reproduce  of  W.  G. 
Spiller  is  a  good  illustration  of  attractive  set-up. 
The  head  line  is  commendable  as  a  means  of  at¬ 
tracting  attention.  Almost  everyone  is  interested 
in  saving  money  on  coal,  providing  the  “ad” 
demonstrates  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  ^  reader 
how  this  is  possible,  and  the  selling  talk  is  suffi¬ 
ciently  strong  to  develop  confidence  in  the  propo¬ 
sition.  In  this  “ad”  the  reason  for  saving  monev 
on  coal  is  explained  by  the  statement  that  a  large 


quantity  of  coal  has  been  bought  at  a  special 
contract  figure  and  that  the  dealer  is  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  give  the  patrons  the  advantage  of  the 
low  price,  providing  the  coal  is  purchased  before 


prices  advance.  This  selling  talk  is  rational  and 
potent  in  developing  a  desire  to  buy  the  coal 
at  once,  on  the  part  of  the  consumer.  The  prices 


are  not  prominent  enough  in  this  “ad”  and  no 
doubt  it  is  just  to  criticize  the  dotted  line  sur¬ 
rounding  the  three  paragraphs  in  the  middle  of 
the  set-up.  The  white  spaces  at  the  ends  of  the 
paragraphs  would  have  made  the  reading  of  the 
advertisement  easier.  We  would  suggest  that 
each  of  the  lines  should  have  been  brought  out 
to  the  same  margin  as  the  first  line  with  a  para¬ 
graph  character  at  the  beginning  of  each  para¬ 
graph.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  eye 
involuntarily  will  follow  a  line  or  rule.  The 
value  of  the  paragraph  character  is  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  eye  to  the  beginning  of  the  para¬ 
graph  rather  than  to  other  parts  of  the  set-up. 

The  using  of  bold  face  type  for  the  word  “re¬ 
member”  in  the  first  sentence  of  the  last  para¬ 
graph  is  commendable.  This  is  an  instance  of 
what  is  meant  by  using  initial  characters  to  at¬ 
tract  attention.  This  word  “Remember”  stands 
out  so  prominently  that  the  eye  at  once  is  cen¬ 
tered  at  the  beginning  of  the  paragraph  when¬ 
ever  one  looks  at  this  part  of  the  “ad.”  It  is 
just  possible  that  the  name  of  the  dealer  is  not 
prominent  enough.  On  the  whole  this  is  a  very 
good  “ad”  and  an  excellent  example  of  attractive 
set-up. 

Suggestion  in  Advertising. 

The  clever  advertiser  will  use  a  large 
amount  of  suggestion  in  his  advertising.  He 
will  create  the  fashion;  he  will  establish  a  cus¬ 
tom  which  will  enable  him  to  sell  his  goods  to 
greater  advantage.  Department  stores  use 
suggestion  in  their  window  advertising  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  sale  of  many  classes  of  utilities 
characteristic  of  the  seasons.  They  create  the 
fashions.  Suggestion  is  also  closely  related  to 
honesty  and  fairness,  which  are  fundamental 
principles  of  all  advertising.  In  almost  every 
town  there  are  retailers  who  do  not  gain  the 
confidence  of  the  buying  public.  It  is  often 
difficult  to  explain  the  reason  for  this  condition 
of  affairs,  but  careful  analysis  of  the  situation 
usually  reveals  the  fact  that  either  the  proprietor, 
the  general  manner  of  conducting  the  business 
or  the  appearance  of  the  store,  are  constantly 
throwing  out  negative  suggestions.  In  some  cases 
consumers  feel  that  since  the  dealer  is  not 
thorough  in  his  business,  he,  perhaps,  is  not 
giving  them  the  best  article  for  the  money. 

The  .'Xd  Man. 

We  have  read  your  journal  now  for  several 
years  and  have  always  found  it  very  interest¬ 
ing. — Cruikshank  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  Hanni¬ 
bal,  Mo. 


SAVE  MONEY 

ON  COAL 

By  buyinR  your  winter’s  supply 

Before  the  Price  Advances 


As  a  result  of  the  recent  strike,  the  price  of  coal  has  been 
heavily  increased,  and  for  the  coming  winter  will 
be  far  higher  than  that  prevailing  last  season 

My  contract  with  the  operators  does  not  expire  until  October 
Ist,  and  until  that  date  I  propose  to  give  my 
customers  the  benefit  of  the  present  low 
prices  at  which  I  am  buying 

From  now  until  the  first  day  of  October,  I  will  fill  your  coal 
bins  with  the  best  grade  of  Carterville  coal  for  $2.75  per 
ton  for  lump,  nut  or  egg;  single  ton  orders,  $3.00. 
Mine  run,  $2.00,  for  large  orders  only.  If  you 
can  use  as  much  as  a  carload,  don’t  fail  to  see 
me ;  I  will  make  a  price  that  will  please  you 


Remember  I  have  constantly  on  hand  the 
largest  stock  of  Hay,  Grain  and  Mill-feed 
in  Carbondale,  at  prices  which  no  com¬ 
petitor  can  beat.Send  me  your  orders.They 
will  receive  my  most  careful  attention 

’Phone  No.  216  W.  C.  SPILLER 


WHEN  COAL  IS  UP 

or  do\m  in  price,  In  fact  at  all  tiiire.s, 
you  will  conserve  your  own  best  In¬ 
terests  if  you  lodge  your  Coal  or  Wood 
orders  with  us.  Wc  have  the  best 
DKY  PINE  WOOD  in  Savannah. 


F.  S.  JETTE  &  SON, 

COAL  and  WOOD 

’PHONES  296. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[  Decern  lx?r  1 


Offjce  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Dec.  1. 

'I'lie  great  army  of  steamers  witli  their 
attendant  cargos  of  coal,  which  left 
Pittsburg  the  latter  part  of  last  week, 
are  now  well  on  their  journey  to  south¬ 
ern  ports.  The  coal  did  not  all  get  away 
and  there  is  still  several  million  bushels 
of  it  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor.  This 
amount  will  be  added  to  each  week  and 
if  the  steamers  can  get  back  promptly 
there  will  be  another  heavy  shipment 
sent  out.  Not  for  many  years  have  the 
river  mines  been  so  busy.  Nor  have 
they  worked  so  steadily.  In  such  times 
as  the  present  when  the  railroads  can 
not  handle  the  coal  shipments  offered, 
nor  supply  the  cars  needed,  it  is  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  many  of  the  heavy  consumers  of 
coal  in  this  section  that  there  are  rivers 
upon  which  coal  can  be  brought  to  Pitts¬ 
burg.  The  supremacy  of  this  great  city 
is  dependent  upon  her  coal  supply,  and 
the  big  users  of  fuel  here  are  wise 
enough  to  own  mines  located  on  the 
different  rivers  that  converge  at  the  city 
proper. 

The  Railroads  Criticised. 

Shipments  of  coal  by  rail  each  week 
are  dependent  upon  the  car  supply.  This 
subject  has  been  harped  upon  so  often 
that  the  public  is  tired  of  reading  about 
it.  Nevertheless,  constant  agitation  of 
the  matter  may  be  of  benefit  to  those 
who  are  vitally  interested. 

We  learn  of  two  cases  this  week  that 
are  exceedingly  flagrant  on  the  part  of 
the  railroad  companies  and  very  dis¬ 
heartening  to  the  coal  producers.  One 
road,  a  branch  of  the  great  Pennsylyitnia 
railroad,  in  their  distribution  of  cars  to 
the  various  mines  along  their  line  gives 
out  in  the  proportion  of  eight  to  fifty; 
one-sixth  of  their  actual  needs !  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  the  coal  producer  is 
discouraged  ? 

The  mines  in  the  district  are  all  more 
than  busy,  and  many  of  them  are  short 
of  men. 

The  shipments  of  both  coal  and  coke 
for  the  week  were  exceedingly  heavy, 
and  were  fully  up  to  the  shipments  of 
previous  weeks. 

There  dre  reports  to  hand  of  a  number 
of  deals  in  coal  lands,  principally  in 
Westmoreland  and  Washington  counties, 
which  are  coupled  with  plans  for  im¬ 
provements  on  an  extensive  scale.  At 
the  present  time  there  are  two  old  mines 
that  are  in  process  of  litigation.  On 
the  other  hand  there  are  at  present  at 
least  a  dozen  new  mines  being  started, 
and  several  thousand  coke  ovens  in 
process  of  construction. 

Coal  Stocks  Advance. 

In  sympathy  with  the  great  demand 
for  coal,  not  only  in  southern  points 
which  are  supplied  largely  by  Pittsburg, 
but  in  other  parts  of  the  country  also, 
the  various  coal  stocks  have  advanced 
several  points  during  the  week. 

The  principal  coal  stocks  in  Pittsburg 
are  those  of  the  coal  combine,  viz. :  The 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  and  its  allied  inter¬ 
ests,  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. ;  both  of  these 
concerns  are  now  exceedingly  prosper¬ 
ous.  Their  record  for  the  past  nine 
months  has  been  good,  and  the  prospect 
is  for  an  increase  in  business  and  a 
tangible  and  fair  sized  dividend  to  be 
disbursed  on  January  first. 

In  addition  to  the  stocks  of  the  coal 
combine  there  are  others  in  the  district, 
which  are  incorporated  corrtpanies,  and 
whose  stocks  are  held  by  the  general 
public.  These  latter  companies  have 
shared  in  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
coal  business,  and  it  is  a  well  known 


fact  here  that  coal  stock  is  now  consid¬ 
ered  a  good  investment. 

Views  of  Miners’  Official. 

Elsewhere  in  this  letter  we  quote  at 
some  length  the  views  of  one  of  th« 
prominent  mine  officials  of  the  district. 
'I'he  opinion  and  commendation  of  Mr. 
Whetzal  are  not  only  pertinent  at  this 
time,  but  are  doubtless  appreciated,  not 
only  by  the  miners,  but  by  producers  as 
well.  It  is  a  blessed  state  to  be  in  for  a 
man  or  a  body  of  men  to  know  when 
they  are  welt  off  and  are  being  well 
treated.  This  is  particularly  applicable 
to  the  coal  miners.  If  there  is  any  set  of 
men  in  the  country  who  in  the  past  have 
shown  that  they  did  not  know  when  they 
were  well  off  and  were  being  treated 
liberally  it  certainly  is,  or  rather  was,  the 
American  coal  miner.  It  is  like  a  whiff 
of  pure  air  to  hear  them  say  that  they 
are  satisfied  and  as  a  result  are  pros¬ 
perous. 

Prices  But  Little  Changed. 

Prices  of  both  coal  and  coke  show 
some  slight  change,  but  not  of  any  im¬ 
portance.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  probably 
a  little  more  plentiful  than  a  week  ago 
and  prices  are  a  trifle  less;  nresent  quo¬ 
tations  show  $1.55@1.65  ^er  Jon  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  as  compared  with  $1.70@1.85 
last  week.  Three-quarter-inch  is  stronger 
and  higher  than  a  week  ago  and  is  sell¬ 
ing  for  $1.65@1.75  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine ;  lump  is  selling  at  $1.85  per  ton  for 
December  delivery,  and  $2  per  ton  for 
present  delivery  f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  slack 
continues  the  same  as  last  week,  $1.00@ 
1.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  On  all 
grades  the  demand  is  heavy  and  ship¬ 
ments  continue  much  curtailed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  continued  car  shortage. 

The  coke  market  continues  with  but 
little  change.  Furnace  coke  is  strong  at 
$3.20@3.30  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens ; 
foundry  grade  is  quoted  at  $3.85@4.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  On  both  grades  the 
demand  is  much  above  the  supply.  The 
coke  business  has  kept  up  remarkably 
well  during  the  past  quarter  and  has  in¬ 
creased  heavily  over  corresponding 
months  of  last  year.  Quite  a  number 
of  new  ovens  have  started  to  produce 
coke  recently,  but  their  product  does 
not  seem  to  affect  the  general  situation. 
There  are  many  more  ovens  now  under 
construction,  and  in  some  cases  their 
output  is  sold  ahead  for  some  months. 

The  retail  market  for  coal  and  coke 
remains  unchanged.  The  demand  con¬ 
tinues  steady,  and  a  heavy  extra  de¬ 
mand  will  come  soon,  as  winter  seems 
to  be  upon  this  section  now  in  earnest. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

Avey  &  Irish  have  leased  to  F.  M. 
Boynton,  the  coal  operator,  a  suite  of 
rooms  on  the  twentieth  floor  of  the 
Union  bank  skyscraper  for  a  term  of 
years,  the  total  amount  of  the  lease 
being  $5,500. 

Another  accident  h^s  happened  to  the 
big  coal  fleet  that  recently  left  Pittsburg 
on  its  way  to  the  south.  The  towboats 
Raymond  Horner  and  G.  W.  Thomas 
struck  their  fleets  against  the  Panhandle 
bridge  at  Steubenville.  Ten  barges  were 
wrecked  and  125,000  bushels  of  coal  lost. 

It  is  reported  that  W.  P.  Snyder,_  of 
the  Shenango  Furnace  Co.,  has  just 
closed  a  deal  whereby  he  has  disposed 
of  a  tract  of  200  acres  of  coal  property 
at  Fort  Ligonier,  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Much  interest  is  lent  to 
this  deal,  as  this  tract  of  land  is  said  to 
be  the  last  piece  of  coal  land  in  this 
region  undeveloped.  The  price  paid  was 
$160,000.  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  heavy  con¬ 
sumer  of  coke,  and  has  under  con¬ 


struction  at  the  present  time  a  plant  of 
100  ovens  adjoining  the  tract  just  pur¬ 
chased. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Dil- 
worth  Coal  Co.  during  the  week  the 
following  directors  were  elected :  F.  F. 
Richardson,  Newton  Hemphill,  J.  Mar¬ 
shal  Lockhart,  1 1.  P.  Dil  worth  and  C. 
B.  McLean.  Mr.  McLean  takes  the 
place  on  the  board  of  G.  M.  Dilworth, 
retired. 

Surrounded  by  water  a  float  and  coal 
hoist  owned  by  the  Dilworth  Co.  burn¬ 
ed,  while  several  hundred  people  looked 
on.  The  fire  is  supposed  to  have  start¬ 
ed  in  the  boiler  room  of  the  vessel. 
Two  engine  companies  spouted  water  on 
the  burning  boat.  The  false  work  was 
burned  to  the  water,  and  the  machinery 
badly  damaged.  The  loss  is  estimated 
at  $2,000. 

The  unusual  condition  of  having 
loaded  craft  but  no  towboats  to  take 
them  down  the  river  exists  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  harbor  today.  It  seldom  occurs 
that  a  lack  of  boats  prevents  shipments. 
Several  million  bushels  of  coal  are  still 
awaiting  shipment,  but  it  is  feared  that 
by  the  time  the  steamers  can  get  back 
the  water  stage  now  existing  will  have 
passed  away. 

The  Chartiers  Block  Coal  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg,  has  filed  a  petition  in  the 
court  of  Allegheny  county  asking  for  a 
dissolution  of  the  company.  The  hear¬ 
ing  in  the  matter  will  be  held  at  com¬ 
mon  pleas  court  No.  1  on  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  eighth.  No  explanations  of 
cause  accompany  the  formal  petition. 
Attorney  John  G.  MacConnell  is  the  so¬ 
licitor  for  the  petitioners. 

A  shortage  of  coal  from  the  mines  is 
responsible  for  the  posting  of  notices 
announcing  the  closing  of  the  Shenan¬ 
go  and  Greer  tin  mills  at  New  Castle. 
The  hot  mills  alone  are  affected,  all 
other  departments  continuing  in  opera¬ 
tion.  About  one  thousand  men  are 
placed  in  idleness.  During  the  close¬ 
down  coal  will  be  accumulated  and  re¬ 
pairs  made  to  the  plants. 

The  Fort  Ligonier  Coal  Co.  is  the 
new  owner  of  this  valuable  piece  of  coal 
land  and  it  expects  to  begin  active 
operations  at  once,  opening  up  the  coal 
and  building  a  block  of  coke  ovens. 
The  Ligonier  Valley  railroad  will  ex¬ 
tend  its  road  to  meet  the  new  operations 

The  Marletta-Connellsville  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  is  making  great  progress  in 
the  opening  of  their  new  mine  at  Lig¬ 
onier,  Pa.  Six  weeks  aeo  operations 
were  started;  the  two  principal  head¬ 
ings,  main  and  air,  have  progressed  so 
far  that  the  company  is  almost  ready  to 
ship  coal.  The  coke  ov.ens  that  the 
company  is  building  are  also  rapidly 
assuming  shape  and  will  be  fired  within 
thirty  days.  Mr.  John  M.  White  is  the 
superintendent  of  the  company’s  oper¬ 
ations  and  has  oversight  over  all  the 
work  being  done. 

The  “Coalers”  stock  of  the  Mononsra- 
hela  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
and  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  have 
made  favorable  advances  at  the  Stock 
Exchange  during  the  past  week.  The 
heavy  shipments  of  coal  to  southern 
ports  by  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Co.,  which  is  controlled  hv  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  and  the  possibility 
that  River  Coal  preferred  will  get  a 
dividend  of  two  dollars  in  January 
against  ninety-seven  cents  last  January 
and  seventy-seven  in  1904,  may  have 
been  seized  upon  as  a  pretext  for  mark¬ 
ing  up  the  “Coalers”  stock.  Pittsburg 
Coal  Common  is  listed  at  18^  and  the 
preferred  is  selling  at  sixty  and  sixty- 
two.  River  Coal  preferred  is  listed  at 
25Ji  and  the  common  at  $8  per  share. 

Much  interest  has  been  aroused  in 
Washington  county  regarding  the  pos¬ 
sible  future  price  of  coal  land  in  that 
county.  Heavy  trading  In  coal  proper¬ 
ties  has  been  made  recently  and  many 
new  mines  are  being  opened  up  for  oper¬ 
ation.  The  various  township  assessors 
have  turned  in  their  reports,  which 
show  their  estimates  of  property  valu¬ 
ation  varies  from  $34  to  $500  per  acre. 

According  to  the  United  States  geo¬ 
logical  survey  of  the  countj'  the  coal  is 


of  uniform  thickness  and  quality.  The 
commissioners  are  unable  to  explain  the 
varying  estimates  of  the  value  in  the 
different  districts  and  it  is  expected  that 
much  trouble  will  be  ej^perienced  in 
January  when  appeals  from  the  assses- 
sors’  figures  are  heard  and  adjustments 
made. 

Stephen  A.  Whetzel,  member  of  the 
executive  board  of  district  five.  United 
Mine  Workers,  is  quoted  as  saying  re¬ 
garding  affairs  in  the  district : '  “Re¬ 
viewing  and  summing  up  the  whole  situ¬ 
ation  it  is  safe  to  state  that  there  has 
never  been  a  time  in  the  past  when  the 
mines  in  this  district  have  operated  more 
steadily  than  during  the  present  sea¬ 
son,  and  more  specially  is  this  true  of  the 
river  mines. 

“While  at  the  announcement  of  the 
present  scale  period  there  was  no  little 
friction  between  the  district  organization 
and  some  of  the  coal  companies  as  to  the 
terms  of  our  agreements,  at  the  present 
time.  I’m  happy  to  say,  all  difference* 
have  been  adjusted  satisfactorily  and  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  agreement. 
In  the  Pittsburg  district  everj-thing 
seems  peaceful  and  tranquil  with  scarcely 
a  ripple  on  the  surface  or  a  cloudy  in 
the  sky,  and  all  signs  indicate  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  present  peaceful  time.” 

The  above  communication  from  one  of 
the  miners’  union  officials  is  conclusive 
proof  not  only  that  the  present  state  of 
the  coal  business  in  district  five  is  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prosperous,  but  it  also  at¬ 
tests  the  fact  that  the  coal  operators  were 
wise  in  their  past  actions  with  their  men 
and  are  still  liberal  in  their  treatment 
of  them. 

The  memory  of  the  late  S.  S.  Brown, 
one  of  the  most  prominent  pioneers  in 
the  coal  business  in  the  Pittsburg  sec¬ 
tion,  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  new 
river  packet,  the  “S.  S.  Brown.” 

The  new  boat  is  equipped  with  all 
modem  improvements  and  several  in¬ 
novations  have  been  introduced  in  her 
construction  which  promise  to  be  valu¬ 
able.  Her  steel  hull  is  228  feet  long  on 
deck,  with  forty-four  foot  beam  and 
seven-foot  depth  of  hold.  She  is 
equipped  with  compound  machinery  and 
has  four  steel  boilers.  The  main  cabin 
is  165  feet  long.  The  Texas  cabin  is 
125  feet  long  and  contains  an  observ'ation 
room  for  the  passengers.  The  packet 
contains  thirty-six  staterooms  and  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  carry  225  first  and  second  class 
passengers.  She  can  also  carry  1,200 
tons  of  freight.  She  will  be  lighted 
throughout  by  electricity  and  heat  will 
be  furnished  by  steam  radiators.  The 
total  cost  of  the  packet  approximates 
$125,000. 

The  huge  piles  of  coal  usually  stored 
upon  the  decks  of  river  steamers  will 
not  be  seen  on  the  “S.  S.  Brown.”  All 
coal  will  be  stored  in  specially  prepared 
bunkers  in  the  hold  and  will  be  hoisted 
directly  into  the  fire  boxes. 

The  “S.  S.  Brown”  is  considered  to  be 
the  finest  boat  ever  built  in  Pittsburg 
and  was  constracted  by  James  Rees  & 
Sons,  of  this  city.  The  packet  will  run 
on  the  southern  rivers  and  is  owned  by 
the  Arkansas  River  Packet  Co. 

Last  year  the  total  output  of  all  the 
coal  mines  in  the  countr>'  was  393.000,- 
000  short  tons,  worth  at  the  mines 
$477,000,000.  Of  this  total  Pennsylvania 
alone  furnished  196,000,000  tons,  worth 
$255,000,000,  or  almost  exactly  one-half 
the  amount  and  a  good  deal  more  than 
one-half  the  value.  The  average  trans¬ 
portation  cost  of  coal  is  about  equal  to 
the  mine  cost  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  which  would  make  the  in¬ 
dustry  worth  about  five  hundred  million 
dollars  to  this  state  irrespective  of  the 
profit  of  the  local  dealers.  Ten  years 
ago  the  United  States  yielded  just  about 
one-half  as  much  coal  as  now.  There 
have  been  no  important  coal  fields  dis¬ 
covered  in  that  time.  The  production 
could  have  been  as  large  twenty  years 
ago  had  there  been  the  demand.  There 
was  no  such  demand,  and  the  present 
unparalleled  call  for  coal  is  due  to  the 
extraordinary  development  of  Ameri¬ 
can  industries.  Little  of  the  bituminous 
coal  is  used  for  fuel.  More  than  three 
hundred  million  tons  were  consumed 
in  turning  wheels  of  industry,  which 
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educed  goods  worth  nearly  twenty 
lion  dollars.  Every  extra  ton  of  coal 
;d  means  so  much  more  product  of 
rh  priced  labor.  If  there  is  a  man 
’o  wants  to  see  industry  decreased 
this  country  he  is  certainly  not  a 
nnsylvanian.  This  state  supplies  over 
e-third  of  the  steam  coal  used  in  the 
Lintry  and  practically  all  used_  for 
tnestic  purposes.  Did  such  conditions 
;r  exist  in  a  relative  manner  under 
democratic  state  or  federal  adminis- 
,tion?  Never! 

Ko-Koal  Arranges  for  Pow-wow. 

Local  members  of  the  order  of  Ko- 
)al,  to  the  number  of  seventy-five,  met 
243  Fourth  avenue,  Pittsburg,  on 
onday  night  to  arrange  for  the  great 
w-wow  of  the  order  which  is  to  be 
Id  in  Pittsburg  next  July. 

A-ddresses  were  made  by  Pratt 
lompson,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  P.  J. 
ilaney  and  E.  M.  Sands,  of  Chicago. 
4er  the  addresses  luncheon  was  served, 
commitete  of  twelve  has  been  ap- 
inted  who  will  work  out  all  details 
r  the  entertainment  of  the  visitors  at 
s  coming  gathering.  This  committee 
nsists  of  Thomas  B.  Jones,  of  the 
ttsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  chairman,  and  the 
[lowing  well-known  coal  men :  George 
agoon,  of  the  Pittsburg-Westmoreland 
lal  Co.,  W.  A.  Marsh,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
)al  Co.,  and  Frank  B.  Lockhart,  of  the 
nited  Coal  Co. 

V 

rogress  of  the  South. 

rhe  progress  of  the  south  will  be 
Dwn  in  many  ways  at  the  Jamestown 
position,  and  southern  participations 
the  industrial  features  of  this  expo- 
ion  will  doubtless  surprise  Europe 
d  the  north.  According  to  conserva- 
e  estimates  the  aggregate  wealth  of 
;  southern  states  is  increasing  at  the 
;e  of  one  billion  dollars  a  year.  The 
inufacturing  capital  of  the  south  is 
imated  at  $1,600,000,000,  with  an  in- 
:ase  of  $120,000,000,  and  the  farming 
jducts  of  the  south  are  estimated  at 
200,000,000  a  year,  of  which  cotton 
graded  more  than  half.  The  south  is 
d  to  be  producing  five  million  bar- 
s  of  petroleum  a  month,  six  million 
IS  of  coal  per  month,  and  three  hun- 
ed  thousand  tons  of  pig  iron  per 
)nth.  Its  railroad  mileage  is  increas- 
I  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty-five  hun- 
ed  miles  a  year  and  its  financial  in- 
tutions  are  expanding  to  the  extent 
about  fifty  rnillion  dollars  a  year, 
foreign  exports  the  south  supplies 
rty  per  cent  of  our  foreign  trade, 
is  a  one  billion  dollar  region  which 


is  adding  at  the  rate  of  about  three 
million  dollars  a  day  to  its  wealth. 
These  figures  are  the  result  of  careful 
study  and  statistics  compiled  from  the 
most  authentic  sources.  The  tide  of 
emigration  has  turned  toward  the  south, 
and  land  values  have  been  constantly  in¬ 
creasing  in  every  section  of  the  south 
to  a  greater  extent  even  than  they  have 
in  the  west.  The  Jamestown  exposi¬ 
tion,  while  an  international  affair,  is 
of  special  interest  and  benefit  to  the 
south.  It  will  exploit  southern  re¬ 
sources  and  will  attract  the  attention  of 
the  entire  world  to  this  great  section 
of  the  country,  once  neglected  and  poor, 
but  now  prosperous  and  rich.  Many 
northern  people  have  disposed  of  their 
interest  in  the  north  to  cast  their  lot 
with  the  south,  where  opportunities  are 
greater,  climate  is  more  equitable,  and 
the  outlook  better. 

Coal  in  Mexico. 

There  is  something:  significant  in  the 
report  of  progress  in  Mexico.  J.  F. 
Kemp,  of  Columbia  university.  New 
York,  said  at  a  banquet :  “Gold  and 
silver  and  lead  and  copper  mines  have 
given  us  an  insight  into  the  great 
era!  resources  of  your  country,  but 
through  it  all  we  have  been  waiting  to 
see  the  coal  and  iron,  the  two  rnighty 
minerals  around  which  a  country’s  in¬ 
dustrial  progress  swings.  We  have  now 
visited  your  great  coal  beds  and  have 
begun  to  realize  that  Mexico  is  on  the 
way  to  becoming  a  great  commercial 
entity,  with  arms  reaching  out  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  through  iron  and 
steel  and  coal.”  Mexico  has  been  climb¬ 
ing  steadily  up  the  ladder  of  industry 
and  in  many  ways  could  now  get  ^loj^S 
very  well  without  the  rest  of  the  world, 
as  far  as  any  nation  can  do  that.  But 
we  have  come  to  look  on  the  necessity 
of  importing  coal  for  the  country’s  in¬ 
dustries  as  one  of  the  necessary  draw¬ 
backs  to  the  national  progress  and  as  a 
condition  of  dependence  on  the  United 
States  and  England  from  which  there 
is  no  escape.  The  realization  that  there 
is  coal  and,  as  the  geologists  have  told 
us,  vast  quantities  of  it  rneans  much  to 
those  who  are  interested  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  this  country.  Few  people  know 
the  extent  of  the  coal  deposits  of  Mex¬ 
ico.  The  Sabinas  field  in  northern 
Coahuila  has  been  thought  to  be  the 
only  place  in  which  this  great  mineral 
is  found  and  it  has  been  believed  that 
the  field  was  limited.  It  has  turned  out 
that  the  capacity  of  these  fields  is  five 
or  six  thousand  tons  a  day  even  now, 
and  development  along  scientific  lines  is 
increasing  that  every  day.  In  addition 
new  fields  are  being  reported  and  the 
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west  coast  has,  it  is  known,  many  un¬ 
explored  fields  of  great  promise.  All 
this  means  much  to  Mexico,  as  do  those 
other  great  sources  of  fuel  supply  which 
are  being  opened  up  daily,  the  oil  wells 
in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

Palo  Alto  Coal  Breaker 

A  new  coal  operation  is  to  be  opened 
before  the  first  of  the  year  in  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Palo  Alto.  It  is  owned  by 
Slattery  Bros.,  of  Port  Carbon,  who 
have  completed  the  sinking  of  the  shaft 
and  the  building  of  the  breaker.  The 
machinery  is  now  being  installed.  The 
P.  &  R.  Co.  has  about  completed  a 
siding  into  the  colliery.  This  will  add 
materially  to  the  prosperity  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Port  Carbon. 
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12  to  100  lb.  Sootlons 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty . 

L.  B.  Foster  Co., 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBTJEG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghiogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CONNELLSVILLE  and  W.YA.  COKE 


THE  COMING 


RAILS  FOR  SALE. 


Qvilck 

Shipment. 


100  tons  of  70  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

200  tons  of  65  lb.  relaying  steel  "T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

900  tons  of  60  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

300  tons  of  58  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars. 

All  sizes  of  new  rails  in  stock  at  our  yard. 

Write  or  wire  us  for  prices. 
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Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
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tons  a  day,  of  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 
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Columbus,  Ohio,  Nov.  29. —  (Slyecial 
Correspondence.) — A  strong,  ste<n(ly 
market  is  reported  from  sources  having 
a  well-entrenched  trade  and  an  efficient 
sales  department.  Domestic  lump  com¬ 
mands  $2.00,  with  large  customers  anx¬ 
ious  to  increase  orders.  One  concern 
which  puts  a  daily  tonnage  of  about 
nine  cars  into  Chicago  states  that  it 
could  readily  dispose  of  many  times  that 
amount  with  no  questions  of  circular 
price  of  shipping  facilities  were  avail¬ 
able. 

On  the  other  hand,  less  efficient  coal 
concerns,  or  those  having  not  especially 
desirable  grades,  are  feeling  the  effects 
of  a  weakened  demand.  This  takes  the 
form  of  their  being  compelled  to  seek 
business,  instead  of  having  it  come  to 
them,  but  there  is  no  coal  for  sale  which 
does  not  find  customers  through  the 
use  of  the  long-distance  telephone  lines. 
It  would  require  but  a  little  cold  weather, 
however,  to  again  put  the  dealer  and 
consumer  on  the  anxious  seat. 

Exaggerated  Ideas  of  Prices. 

Jobbers  complain  that  small  miners 
who  depend  upon  the  middle  man  for 
disposing  of  their  product  entertain,  in 
many  instances,  exaggerated  ideas  of 
what  they  should  receive  for  coal  at 
the  mines,  through  reading  accounts  of 
car  shortage  and  active  demand.  Not 
being  closely  in  touch  with  the  market, 
they  are  willing  to  make  no  allowance 
for  temporary  weakness,  incident  to  un¬ 
seasonable  weather  or  other  cause.  On 
some  occasions  such  miners  want  more 
for  their  coal  at  the  mines  than  it  would 
bring  in  Chicago  or  Detroit. 

Reports  of  premiums  are  confined  to 
fancy  coals,  some  grade  of  splint  com¬ 
manding  $2.15.  Black  Nancy  has  ji  good 
demand  at  $2.25  and  War  Eagle  smoke¬ 
less  $2.25,  both  for  domestic  lump.  The 
only  instances  reported  of  any  kind  of 
domestic  coal  selling  below  the  estab¬ 
lished  price  of  $2  is  an  occasional  car 
stranded  at  some  non-air  point.  Deal¬ 
ers  at  such  locations  have  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  cheaper  fuel  unless  there 
should  be  some  relief  in  allowing  cars 
not  equipped  with  air  a  better  outlet 
than  they  are  now  receiving,  as  their 
number  will  increase  with  the  close  of 
navigation. 

Steam  coals  continue  to  hold  their 
own,  the  unusually  high  price  of  $1.65 
being  realized  to  some  extent  for  spot 
delivery  on  the  better  grades.  From  this 
figure  the  market  ranges  down  to  $1.35. 
The  quotation  on  three-quarter  lump  is 
$1.90;  domestic  lump,  $1.50;  nut,  pea 
and  slack,  $1.10;  coarse  slack,  85c.  In 
actual  selling  there  is  more  or  less  shad¬ 
ing  on  these  figures,  according  to  quali¬ 
ties  and  other  conditions,  but  the  prices 
received  are  satisfactory  and  profitable, 
so  far  as  the  car  supply  allows  advantage 
being  taken  of  them. 

Many  Mines  Closed  Down. 

At  a  number  of  points  throughout  the 
Hocking  Valley,  and  more  generally  in 
West  Virginia  localities  having  Colum¬ 
bus  connections,  work  is  practically  sus¬ 
pended  at  certain  mines  because  of  lack 
of  cars.  The  supply  received  by  oper¬ 
ators  having  a  number  of  mines  is  con¬ 
centrated  in  order  to  curtail  expenses. 

The  car  supply  during  the  past  week 
is  estimated  at  forty  per  cent  for  the 
Hocking  Valley  and  twentyfive  per  cent 
for  the  more  favored  sections  of  West 
Virginia.  The  latter  figure  does  not  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  Norfolk  &  \yestern,  which 
appears  to  be  giving  better  service  than 
any  other  road,  ranging  sixty  per  cent 
and  upward,  according  to  the  reports  of 
certain  Columbus  operators  located  on 
this  line.  The  best  authorities  on  the 


car  question  are  firm  in  their  convic¬ 
tions  that  no  substantial  relief  can  be 
hoped  for  this  winter,  and  that  a  severe 
cold  snap  will  utterly  demoralize  the 
situation. 

Retail  Market  Steady. 

The  Columbus  retail  market  is  steady 
with  regard  to  prices,  which  hold  with 
the  trade  generally  at  $3.50  and  $3.75 
for  Hocking  and  West  Virginia  lump. 
Demand,  however,  is  not  overly  strong, 
owing  to  weather  conditions.  There  is 
ah  abundance  of  coal,  on  account  of  the 
ample  supply  of  non-air  cars.  One  of 
the  large  operating  companies  is  con¬ 
ducting  an  active  campaign  for  business 
through  attractive  advertising  and  a  sys¬ 
tematic  canvass  of  the  city. 

Columbus  Coal  Receipts. 

According  to  figures  given  out  this 
week  by  General  Freight  Agent  H.  B. 
Durham,  local  receipts  of  coal  for  the 
first  nine  months  of  1906  show  a  fall¬ 
ing  off  compared  with  the  same  period 
of  last  year.  The  shortage,  amounting 
to  about  twenty-two  thousand  tons,  is 
accounted  for  to  a  large  extent  by  the 
strike  early  in  the  year,  and  later  by 
the  car  shortage.  Increased  consump¬ 
tion  of  natural  gas  has  also  been  a 
factor,  this  fuel  now  being  accessible  to 
manufactories,  whereas  it  was  almost 
wholly  confined  to  residences.  Columbus 
industries  have  been  running  capacity 
time,  and  the  decrease  can  not  be  at¬ 
tributed  to  causes  affecting  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  city.  The  smallest  loss  is 
shown  by  the  Hocking  Valley  railroad, 
the  difference  between  the  two  periods 
lieing  less  than  two  hundred  tons.  Fol¬ 
lowing  are  the  figures 

For  the  nine  months  of  1906 — Hock¬ 
ing  Valley,  138,901  tons,  as  against  139,- 
080  tons  in  1905;  T.  &  O.  C.,  21,642 
as  against  31,8  ;  B.  &  O.,  19,540,  as 
against  17,158;  Zanesville  &  Western, 
39,769,  as  against  53,930.  Comparative 
showing  of  September  tonnage — Hock¬ 
ing  Valley,  18,487  tons,  as  against  21,649 
in  September,  1905;  T.  &  O.  C.,  3,887 
tons,  as  against  4,812;  B.  &  O.,  2,900 
as  against  1,547;  Zanesville  &  Western 
4,613,  as  against  6,210. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL 
NOTES. 

Mrs.  L.ouise  Shields,  coal  dealer  of 
Marysville,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on 
Monday. 

E.  A.  Upstell,  the  well-known  coal 
jobber  of  Cleveland,  was  in  Columbus 
on  Tuesday. 

President  John  H.  Winders,  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  has  returned  from 
Mt.  Clemens,  Mich. 

W.  H.  Price,  of  Chicago,  traveling 
salesman  for  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  was 
a  visitor  here  on  Tuesday. 

Pat  McBryde,  commissioner  for  the 
eastern  Ohio  operators,  was  in  the  city 
the  fore  part  of  the  week. 

John  T.  Carding,  president  of  the 
Carding  Coal  Co.,  is  able  to  be  out  again 
after  a  three  weeks'  illness. 

John  H.  Waters  and  George  Isaacs, 
traveling  salesmen  for  the  W.  J.  Hamil¬ 
ton  Co.,  were  at  home  for  Thanksgiving. 

H.  E.  Mills,  sales  agent  of  the  North¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  was  married  on  Tuesday 
evening  to  Miss  Anna  Bates,  of  Colum¬ 
bus. 

Vice-President  Heiner,  of  the  Sundav 
Creek  Co.,  is  in  possession  of  the  hand¬ 


some  new  office  quarters  which  have 
been  fitted  up  for  his  use. 

Hon.  John  Nugent,  member  of  the 
commission  created  by  West  Virginia 
to  inquire  into  the  matter  of  mining 
laws,  was  in  town  last  week  in  consul¬ 
tation  with  State  Mine  Inspector  Harri¬ 
son. 

C.  J.  Foster,  who  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  associated  with  his  fa¬ 
ther,  S.  H.  h'oster,  manager  for  the  War 
Eagle  Coal  Co.,  in  the  capacity  of  book¬ 
keeper,  has  returned  to  his  former  home 
at  Toronto,  Canada,  at  which  point  he 
will  look  after  the  dominion  interests  of 
War  Eagle  smokeless. 

William  Job,  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co., 
formerly  the  Job’s  Hocking  Coal  Co., 
brought  action  this  week  against  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railway  Co.  for 
half  a  million  dollars  damages.  The 
cause  alleged  is  the  failure  of  the  rail¬ 
way  company  to  furnish  cars,  which  pre¬ 
vented  the  Peabody  company  from  ful¬ 
filling  a  contract.  It  is  claimed  in  the 
petition  that  neighboring  mines,  in 
which  officers  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Co.  were  interested,  had  no  trou¬ 
ble  about  their  car  supply.  The  mines 
involved  are  located  in  Perry  county, 
Ohio. 

Complaints  were  filed  on  Tuesday 
with  the  State  Railway  Commission  by 
C.  Oeffler  &  Sons,  Phillip  Fick  &  Son 
and  the  Bengal  Bros.  Mining  Co.,  all  of 
Pomeroy,  Ohio,  alleging  discrimination 
in  car  supply.  The  offending  railway 
line  is  the  Hocking  Valley,  which  is 
charged  with  unjust  neglect  of  the  sev¬ 
eral  companies’  needs.  The  latter  com¬ 
plain  that  they  have  been  furnished  only 
box  cars  with  which  to  move  their 
coal,  while  other  mines  in  the  same 
locality  have  received  a  plentiful  sup¬ 
ply  of  gondolas.  The  complainants  are 
small  mining  concerns  whiejt  load  by 
hand. 

Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co 
common  stock  is  cutting  considerable 
figure  in  financial  circles  of  Columbus 
and  elsewhere.  On  Monday  it  touched 
30,  the  highest  point  in  its  history,  the 
nearest  approach  to  it  being  in  1903 
when  it  was  sold  at  29J^.  The  same 
year  it  went  down  to  5,  and  in  1895 
reached  the  low  figure  of  2.  The  lowest 
point  this  year  was  in  May,  when  it  sold 
at  17.  The  stock  is  credited  with  only 
three  dividends,  the  highest  in  1903, 
when  it  paid  1^  per  cent.  Within  the 
past  three  weeks  Columbus  holders  of 
common  stock  are  said  to  have  realized 
about  $60,000  in  profits  through  the 
extraordinary  increase  in  price.  The 
present  official  organization,  under  the 
management  of  President  -Kachelmach- 
er,  is  very  progressive,  and  had  under 
way  extensive  improvements  on  its 
property  in  the  Hocking  valley. 


r^AVID  J.  LEVI, 

CKMTirico  Public  Accoumtant 

aaee  Indiana  avc.. 

Phone  Calumet  2118  CHICAGO 


BURT  R.  WYETH.  Preaideol 

A.  ERNEST  WASHBURN,  Oeo’t  Mtni(er 

Kanawha  and  Ohio 
Fuel  Co. 

Miners  end  Shippers  of 

COAL  ©end  COKE 

Kanawha  Split  and  Gas, 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 

Jackson,  Hocking  and  PIttsbnrg  No.  8 
Furnace,  Fonndry  and 
Crushed  Coke 


405,  406  Hayden  Bldg. 
Columbus,  Ohio 


Mine  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office:  88'9I  Griawotd  Street 
H.  0.  Meridcth,  Vice*Pres. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers 

Superior  TKick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leaden — "Manhattan” 
fump  rescreened,  prepared 
especiatfy  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 


A.  B  Willson  Jas.  A.  Oenchey  C.  S.  Binns 

Cbe  Capitol  Coal  $ 
€oke  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas,  Youghiogheny.  Thacker, 
Hocking,  Capitol  Splint  and  West¬ 
moreland  Gas  Coal,  Foundry,  Furnace 
and  Domestic  Coke 

Columbus  Sayings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


PRODUCERS 


Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS,  OHIO 


THOS.  C.  DEWAR,  President  and  General  Manager 

The  strike  breaker  of  the  Chicag^e  teamsters’  and 
City  Railway  famous  strikes 

DEWAR’S  DETECTIVE  AGENCY 

500  Benoiat  Bldg.,  St.  Louia,  Mo. 

We  are  in  the  strike  breaking  buBlnsas  and  can  faralsh  nan-union  labor  of  all  kinds  to 
break  strikes  in  any  quantity  needed. 

Also  detectives  to  guard  your  property  and  life. 
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General  Review 

I  N  ALMOST  every  section  of  the  country  a  weather  market  has  predomin¬ 
ated  this  week.  There  has  been  an  active  demand  on  almost  all  grades 
*  of  coal.  Prices  have  been  firm  but  not  as  strong  as  has  characterized  t  le 
market  for  the  past  few  weeks,  owing  to  the  unseasonable  weather.  A  great 
shortage  in  coal  is  reported  along  the  Pacific  coast  and  whole  tram  loads  m 
some  cases  are  being  confiscated.  Western  Nebraska  retailers  are  also  c  ain- 
oring  for  the  prompt  filling  of  orders  and  in  many  towns  the  stocks  have 
been  so  completely  depleted  that  they  have  on  hand  only  enough  coal  to  last 
a  few  days.  There  is  a  shortage  of  coal  in  almost  every  section  of  the 
country '  Throughout  the  south,  especially  New  Orleans,  Memphis  and 
Louisville,  as  well  as  Charleston,  Savannah,  Atlanta  and  many  of  the  sea¬ 
board  towns,  very  little  coal  is  available.  At  many  lake  ports,  Buffalo, 
Cleveland,  Detroit,  Toledo  and  other  towns  the  same  condition  prevails. 
The  excessive  shortage  throughout  the  northeast  also  places  coal  at  a 
premium  One  of  the  chief  features  of  the  week  is  the  National  Rivers  and 
Harbors  Congress  in  session  at  Washington.  If  this  congress  succeeds  m 
accomplishing  its  purpose  it  will  be  of  tremendous  value  to  the  coal  industry 
The  cost  of  transportation  is  practically  at  the  ratio  of  one  to  seven.  O  a 
the  commodities  coal  is  the  most  adaptable  to  water  transportation.  Ihe 
laroe  network  of  rivers  draining  the  coal  fields  makes  it  possible  to  develop 
a  system  of  waterways  which  will  save  coal  operators  millions  of  dollars. 
At  this  time  of  excessive  car  shortage  this  subject  is  of  especial^  interest. 
The  development  of  waterways  is  the  only  practical  method  of  bringing  a  out 
such  a  tense  state  of  competition  as  will  reduce  the  freight  charge  by  rail 
and  take  care  of  a  lar/e  surplus  of  freight,  thus  augmenting  the  car  supply 
for  higher  classes  of  commodities. 

Transportation  Question. 

The  shortage  of  cars  continues  to  form  the  greatest  handicap  in  pro¬ 
ducing  a  sufficient  supply  of  coal  to  take  care  of  the  current  demand.  The 
thirty-six  car  service  associations  in  the  United  States  have  compiled  a  sum¬ 
mary  report  which  shows  that  there  are  5,690,934  cars  in  service  with  an 
average  detention  of  1.83  days  or  a  little  more  than  forty-four  hours.  This 
average  detention  was  divided  between  the  railroads  and  consignees  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Thirty-eight  hundredths  days  to  the  former  and  1.45  to  the  latter. 
The  report  also  shows  that  both  railroads  and  consignees  have  taken  a  little 
more  time  in  handling  their  cars  this  season  than  during  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  There  is  a  general  report  to  the  effect  that  many  of  the 
railroads  have  very  little  coal  in  stock  for  their  own  use.  The  Missouri  Pa¬ 
cific,  Union  Pacific,  and  Santa  Fe  roads  had  less  than  forty-eight  hours’  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  on  hand  at  Denver  last  week. 

Bituminous  Market  Active. 

There  is  a  notable  falling  off  in  the  strength  of  the  bituminous  market 
this  week.  Steam  sizes  are  especially  strong,  however.  Illinois  and  Indiana 
mine  run  is  weak,  which  also  describes  the  condition  of  this  size  of  smokeless 
coal.  Domestic  sizes  are  strong  and  there  is  a  very  firm  demand  for  Carter- 
ville  lump.  Screenings  are  in  better  condition  than  they  have  been  for 
some  time.  The  Springfield  product  has  been  bringing  an  advance  of  fifteen 
cents.  Splint  coals  continue  active,  owing  to  the  mitigated  supply  coming 
into  this  market,  and  the  inadequate  transportation.  Cannel  coal  is  extremely 
scarce  and  is  commanding  a  premium.  Coke  continues  to  advance  and  sales 
agents  are  practically  turning  down  all  orders  on  both  grades  of  by-product 
coke  The  car  situation  throughout  Illinois  is  about  the  same  as  last  week. 
Embargoes  on  some  of  the  lines  intercepting  the  mining  district  have  tended 
to  make  it  almost  impossible  for  some  of  the  operators  to  get  their  product 
to  market.  Mines  are  operating  only  about  half  Uie  time.  Conditions  m 
Indiana  are  not  much  better.  Selling  agents  handling  Brazil  block  are  not 
in  a  position  to  keep  contracts  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the  railroads  in 
permitting  equipment  to  go  to  foreign  lines.  Hocking  operators  are  pro¬ 
ducing  from  thirty-five  to  forty  per  cent  of  their  normal  output.  The  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  has  confiscated  some  Pittsburg  No.  8,  which  is  very  scaice. 
Fairmont  gas  coal  is  in  strong  demand  and  is  bringing  a  premium.  The 
demand  for  Youghiogheny  has  somewhat  fallen  off.  Kentucky  coals  are 
practically  shut  out  of  western  markets  on  account  of  the  car  supply. 


of  the  Markets. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  in  the  east  this  week  was  greatly  accentuated 
by  the  severe  cold  weather.  The  western  market,  however,  has  continued  m 
about  the  same  state  as  characterized  it  last  week.  Egg  coal  is  firm 
and  stove  coal  is  slow,  but  in  a  little  better  demand  than  formerly.  Nut  and 
chestnut  are  very  scarce  and  pea  coal  is  greatly  in  demand.  There  is  much 
complaint  among  retailers  on  account  of  the  large  cars  used  m  shipping  an¬ 
thracite.  Since  many  dealers  specify  the  small  cars  selling  agents  are  often¬ 
times  compelled  to  hold  orders  for  several  weeks  before  being  in  a  position 
to  fill  them.  Western  yards  are  becoming  depleted  on  account  of  Uie  un¬ 
seasonable  weather,  which  has  not  induced  buying,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  a  brisk  demand  for  all  grades  of  anthracite  as  soon  as  se¬ 
vere  cold  weather  becomes  a  reality.  There  is  a  great  shortage  of  box  cars 
at  both  docks  and  mines.  We  are  already  beginning  to  hear  of  confiscation 
of  coal  by  the  railroads  which  tends  to  show  that  their  stocks  are  very  low. 
Dock  shipments  during  the  week  have  been  rather  satisfactory  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  get  forward  as  large  a  tonnage  as  possible  betore 
navigation  closes.  Some  docks,  however,  are  already  filled.  Selling  agents 
and  operators  have  not  caught  up  yet  on  all  their  back  orders,  but  they  are 
in  better  condition  than  for  several  weeks.  Very  little  is  heard  up  to  the 
present  time  relative  to  cancellations  and  duplicate  orders. 

Eastern  Markets  Active. 

The  severe  cold  weather  in  the  east  this  week  was  immediately  followed 
by  a  strong  demand  for  all  sizes  of  hard  coal,  in  fact  the  current  demand 
was  so  heavy  that  it  was  more  than  equal  to  the  regular  daily  supply  from 
the  mines.  The  demand  for  box  cars  for  western  shipment  is  reported  to  be 
very  heavy.  Line  trade  throughout  New  England  and  all  eastern  points  is 
very  active.  The  business  along  the  coast  is’being  maintained  at  about  the 
same  tension  as  last  week.  The  bad  weather  has  had  its  usual  effect  m 
hindering  the  rapid  transit  of  barges.  The  No.  2  buckwheat  continues  short 
and  in  many  cases  is  bringing  a  premium.  New  York  harbor  trade  is  active, 
which  also  characterizes  the  condition  of  the  export  market.  Sound  trade  is 
also  active.  Baltimore  market  reports  great  activity  in  shipments  to  Mexico 
and  Cuban  ports.  It  is  stated  that  the  export  coal  trade  with  Cuba  this 
year  is  greater  than  ever  in  the  history  of  that  island.  Coke  business  is  also 
very  active  and  there  is  a  great  demand  for  gas  coals.  In  the  mining  regions 
of  West  Virginia  there  is  much  interest  in  the  case  of  discrimination  of  cars 
against  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad.  Every  effort  is  being  made  by 
operators  to  get  as  much  coal  as  possible  to  the  lakes  before  the  close  of 
navigation.  In  the  Pittsburg  district  the  Independent  operators  are  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  form  a  strong  organization.  Slack  coal  is  very  short 
at  Buffalo.  The  coke  industry  at  Pittsburg  continues  to  grow  very  rapidly 
and  a  large  number  of  new  concerns  are  entering  the  field.  There  is  some 
complaint  of  labor  shortage,  but  on  the  whole  the  coal  industry  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  continues  in  a  most  excellent  condition. 

Western  Markets  Firm. 

The  western  markets  this  week  have  suffered  from  the  unseasonable 
weather.  There  is  a  predominance  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and  smokeless  mine 
run  which  is  characterized  as  weak.  The  'demand  for  Youghiogheny  has 
fallen  off  in  a  degree  and  domestic  sizes  are  not  as  active  as  last  week.  The 
car  shortage  in  the  Hocking  district  is  a  little  better  than  formerly,  wdiich 
has  tended  to  increase  the  supply  in  western  markets  this  week,  thus  weax- 
ening  the  demand.  Prices,  however,  have  in  most  cases  continued  at  cir¬ 
cular.  Steam  coal  is  very  short  in  Toledo  and  in  many  cases  is  bringing 
premiums.  Many  of  the  docks  have  already  put  in  their  supply  of  coal, 
which  tends  to  liberate  many  cars  for  all  rail  business.  One  feature  of  the 
soft  coal  market  this  week  is  the  report  that  bituminous  mines  in  Wyoming 
are  not  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  the  local  demand,  which  is  taking  a 
large  amount  of  coal  from  other  points.  Manufacturers  in  Indiana  are  suf¬ 
fering  for  want  of  fuel.  It  is  reported  that  five  companies,  one  of  which 
employs  five  hundred  men,  are  preparing  to  move  to  some  other  state  where 
the  securing  of  fuel  is  more  certain.  On  the  whole  the  western  markets  are 
in  a  state  of  anticipation,  waiting  a  change  in  the  weather,  which  no  doubt 
will  take  place  in  the  near  future. 
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The  unseasonable  weatlier  this  week  has  miti¬ 
gated  the  demand  for  almost  all  classes  of  west¬ 
ern  coals.  The  complexion  of  the  market  no 
doubt  would  change  in  forty-eight  hours  if  the 
weather  should  suddenly  turn  cold.  The  trade 
in  general  is  in  a  state  of  expectancy.  Dealers’ 
yards  are  in  a  fair  condition  and  they  are  not 
induced  to  buy  heavily  until  they  get  a  good 
demand  from  consumers.  Selling  agents  have 
liractically  caught  up  on  back  orders  and  are  in 
good  shape  to  take  care  of  new  business.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  to  get  as  large  a  supply  of 
coal  delivered  to  the  docks  as  possible.  A  large 
number  of  contracts  for  dock  coal  have  already 
been  filled,  wbich  has  tended  to  liberate  the 
number  of  cars  used  for  dock  shipments.  How¬ 
ever,  these  cars,  which  are  somewhat  helping  out 
the  all-rail  trade,  have  not  been  in  the  service 
long  enough  to  produce  any  perceptible  effect. 
As  soon  as  navigation  is  closed  completely  all  of 
the  equipment  will  be  available  and  utilized  to 
tbe  fullest  extent  in  serving  the  interest  of  the 
trade.  Many  dealers  in  the  country  districts 
believe  that  sales  agents  are  diseriminating  in 
the  filling  of  orders.  Some  of  the  back  orders 
have  been  on  file  for  the  last  two  or  three 
months,  and  it  is  difficult  to  make  the  retailers 
believe  that  no  one  is  receiving  preference  as  to 
shipments. 

Car  Situation. 

The  car  situation  is  perhaps  somewhat 
easier  this  week  than  last,  although  the 
change  is  not  worthy  of  comment.  Much  com¬ 
plaint  is  forthcoming  from  operators  and  sales 
agents  to  the  effect  that  delays  in  reconsigning, 
excessive  shipping  charges  and  other  instances 
relative  to  the  nondelivery  of  coal  promptly,  are 
greatly  affecting  business.  The  refusal  of  many 
of  the  railroads  in  permitting  their  rolling  stock 
to  go  to  other  lines  makes  it  indispensable  for  a 
large  number  of  selling  companies  to  hold  orders 
on  file  for  a  long  time.  The  railroads  will  not 
permit  the  reconsigning  of  available  cars,  and  it 
is  impossible  to  get  transportation  facilities  on 
roads  direct  from  the  mine  to  the  consumer. 
Prices  in  general  this  week  remain  practically 
the  same  as  last.  There  is  a  perceptible  falling 
off  in  the  demand  for  some  sizes  of  coals  from 
Illinois  and  Indiana,  especially  the  mine-run, 
wbich  has  suffered  a  cut  of  ten  cents  in  many 
cases. 

There*  is  quite  a  predominance  of  spot  coal  of 
this  description,  and  if  the  mild  weather  con¬ 
tinues  the  slump  in  the  market  on  this  size  of 
coal  no  doubt  will  continue  to  grow.  Domestic 
sizes  are  not  as  strong  this  week  as  last,  owing 
to  the  mild  weather.  Smokeless  mine-run  con¬ 
tinues  weak,  and  it  is  reported  that  Youghiogheny 
is  not  characterized  by  as  strong  a  demand  as 
has  described  the  market  on  this  class  of  coal 
for  some  time  past.  The  screening  market  is  in 
better  condition. ,  Springfield  screenings  are 
worth  fifteen  cents  more  than  last  month.  Nut 
and  chestnut  anthracite  are  in  very  strong  de¬ 
mand,  especially  in  the  country.  West  Virginia 
splint  continues  active  and  the  market  on  gas 
coal  is  strong. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

Selling  agents  and  operators  assert  that  the 
market  for  hard  coal  this  week  is  not  quite  as 
strong  as  characterized  the  market  last  week, 
d  he  state  of  the  car  shortage  has  not  im¬ 
proved,  although  in  some  cases  it  may  be  said 
that  more  cars  are  available,  owing  to  the  partial 
close  of  navigation:  Stove  coal  is  slow;  the  de¬ 
mand  on  egg  fair,  and  nut  and  chestnut  are  very 
short.  Pea  coal  is  in  good  demand.  The  docks 


are  in  better  condition  as  to  back  orders  than 
:iny  time  for  three  weeks.  It  is  the  aim  of  the 
railroads  to  press  into  service  all  of  the  large 
cars  possible.  Of  course,  there  are  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  dealers  who  cannot  handle  the  new  cars 
of  large  tonnage.  When  they  absolutely  specify 
small  cars  it  often  occurs  that  sales  agents  are 
not  in  position  to  make  shipments  for  several 
weeks  or  months.  One  company  has  been  hold¬ 
ing  an  order  since  last  August.  The  country 
yards  are  becoming  depleted  to  some  extent 
again,  and  as  soon  as  another  cold  snap  pre¬ 
vails  the  demand  for  all  sizes  will  be  excessive. 

Illinois  Coal  Firm. 

Du  Quoin  operators  state  that  the  market  is 
not  characterized  by  as  firm  a  demand  this  week 
;is  last.  Transportation  facilities  are  not  im¬ 
proved.  Mine-run  is  worth  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  six-inch  lump  and 
fgg.  $1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.35  Chicago; 
No.  1  nut,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Carterville  mine-run  has  fallen  off  in  de¬ 
mand  ;  there  is  a  firm  market,  however,  for  egg 
and  lump.  The  car  situation  has  not  improved, 
and  the  mines  are  operating  two  or  three  days 
per  week.  Coal  shipments  to  the  northwest  are 
greatly  hampered  by  the  embargo  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  railroads,  refusing  to  let  their  equip¬ 
ment  go  to  foreign  lines.  Some  of  the  largest 
operators  in  the  Carterville  district  have  been 
purchasing  a  large  amount  of  coal  outside  in 
order  to  fill  contracts.  Prices  maintaining  for 
nut  coal  are  $1.30@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.30@2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago:  egg  and  lump, 
$1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  with  a  firm  demand ;  mine-run  is  worth 
$1.25  f.  o,  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  are  in 
practically  the  same  condition  as  last  week. 
Washed  nut  and  egg  is  worth  $2,40  f.  o.  b  the 
mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  screenings, 
$1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
Third  Vein  chunks,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Standard  lump,  $2.40  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Franklin  county  coal  continues  in  fair  de¬ 
mand  for  the  domestic  lump,  box  cars  being 
worth  at  the  mine  $2.10  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
open  cars  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Box  cars  are  very  scarce.  Mine-run  is 
worth  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  egg  and  four-inch  lump,  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  supply  of 
cars  has  not  increased,  and  operators  are  experi¬ 
encing  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  product  to 
market. 

Springfield  coal  operators  claim  that  the  de¬ 
mand  for  screenings  continues  strong.  There  is 
also  a  strong  demand  for  domestic  lump  in  the 
country.  Mine-run  is  worth  95  cents  to  $1 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  with  a  firm  demand;  nut,  $1.10@1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
market  firm.  The  demand  for  egg  and  inch- 
and-a-quarter  lump  is  weak,  the  prices  maintain¬ 
ing  are  $1.25@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.00@ 
$2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Domestic  lump  is  worth 
$1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
with  a  firm  market.  The  screenings  market  is 
strong  at  35  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Mines  are  operating  about  five  days 
per  week,  and  there  is  perhaps  some  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  car  service. 

Indiana  Market  Firm. 

Clinton  operators  are  experiencing  the  same 
difficulty  with  car  shortage  this  week  as  last.  The 


supply  and  demand  is  practically  equal,  and  the 
prices  have  not  changed  during  the  week.  Mine- 
run  is  worth  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.80 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings,  45  cents  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a- 
quarter  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  Block  continues  at  the  same  prices  as 
quoted  in  our  last  issue.  The  selling  agents  have 
been  rapidly  catching  up  on  back  orders  during 
the  mild  weather,  and  they  are  now  in  a  position 
to  accept  some  new  business.  Prices  maintaining 
are  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  in  open  cars  or  $3.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  box  cars,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  operators  are 
running  their  mines  about  three  days  a  week. 
Transportation  facilities  have  not  perceptibly  im¬ 
proved.  Domestic  lump  is  worth  $1.90  open  or 
$2  box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.70  and  $2.80 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine- 
run,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  egg  and  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Much  difficulty  is  being 
experienced  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  rail¬ 
roads  intercepting  the  mining  district  to  prevent 
their  rolling  stock  to  pass  to  foreign  lines. 

Ohio  Market  Firm. 

Jackson  Hill  operators  state  that  the  demand 
for  this  coal  is  about  the  same  as  last  week. 
Prices  at  the  mine  are  $2.75,  or  $4.40  Chicago 
for  open  cars.  The  car  situation  has  not  im¬ 
proved,  and  there  is  little  hope  that  better  con¬ 
ditions  will  prevail  in  the  near  future. 

Hocking  operators  are  producing  from  35  to 
40  per  cent  of  the  normal  output.  Shipments 
are  about  the  same  as  last  week.  Many  op¬ 
erators  have  completed  contracts  for  supplying 
coal  at  the  docks,  and  are  therefore  in  a  position 
to  send  more  of  their  product  into  this  market. 
The  demand  is  not  as  strong  as  characterized  the 
market  previous  to  last  week.  Inch-and-a-quarter 
lump  has  sold  as  high  as  $2  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.65  Chicago  in  open  cars;  box  cars,  ten  cents 
extra.  The  supply  of  box  cars  is  very  short,  and 
in  many  cases  it  is  almost  impossible  to  get  this 
class  of  equipment. 

Pittsburg  Number  Eight  is  in  fair  demand. 
Operators  and  sales  agents  are  not  able  to  take 
care  of  all  the  orders  on  account  of  the  excessive 
car  shortage,  which  has  not  perceptibly  improved. 
Inch-and-a-quarter  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  ^.40  Chicago.  Very  little  of  this 
class  of  coal  is  available  on  tracks.  It  was  re¬ 
ported  this  week  that  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  had 
confiscated  several  cars. 

West  Virginia  Market  Strong. 

New  RntER  operators  are  receiving  a  fair  de¬ 
mand  for  smokeless  domestic  lump  and  egg,  al¬ 
though  the  demand  for  mine-run  is  weak  and 
several  cars  of  this  class  of  coal  are  available  on 
tracks.  Prices  maintaining  are  $1.15@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.20@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and 
lump,  $2@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.05@4.30 
Chicago.  As  long  as  the  weather  market  con¬ 
tinues  it  may  not  be  expected  that  the  demand 
will  perceptibly  increase.  \  little  cold  weather 
would  bring  brisk  business.  There  is  a  short¬ 
age  of  coal  at  the  docks,  which  indicates  that 
the  rail  business  will  be  active  this  winter.  Prices 
one  year  ago  on  New  River  were  $2.25@2.50  for 
lump  coal. 

Pocahontas  coal  last  year  at  this  time  sold 
at  $2.75  at  the  mines  for  the  domestic  lump,  this 
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being  fifty  cents  greater  than  the  price  for  the 
same  size  today.  Mine-run  is  weak,  and  the 
demand  for  egg  and  lump  is  firm.  Price  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  is  $2.25  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine- 
run,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  Chicago.  Op¬ 
erators  are  running  about  half  time. 

Fairmont  gas  coal  is  in  firm  demand.  Very 
little  three-quarter-inch  lump  is  available.  Some 
selling  agents  have  none  at  all  to  offer.  Box 
cars  are  very  short,  and  it  is  asserted  that  even 
if  there  was  a  sufficient  car  supply  the  shortage 
of  labor  would  not  permit  operators  to  run  the 
mines  at  full  capacity.  Gas  coal,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
is  worth  $1.85  or  $3.75  Chicago;  three-quarter- 
inch  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Kanawha  operators  are  not  receiving  quite  as 
active  a  demand  this  week  as  last.  Winifrede 
splint  is  firm;  this  also  describes  the  condition 
of  the  market  on  Black  Band.  Whenever  the 
demand  for  Hocking  shows  weakness  it  is  usu¬ 
ally  the  case  that  there  is  also  a  falling  off  in 
the  demand  for  splint.  Three-quarter-inch  lump 
at  the  mines  is  worth  $1.65@1.75  or  $3.55@3.65 

fob  Chicago;  inch-and-a-half  lump,  $1.75(g)2.00 

f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.65@3.90  Chicago,  with  a 
firm  market. 

Pennsylvania  Coals  Firm. 

Youghiogheny  operators  are  running  about  half 
time  on  the  average.  The  car  situation  continues 
very  acute,  and  there  is  little  hope  of  improve¬ 
ment.  The  demand  for  this  class'  of  coal  has 
not  increased  during  the  past  vveek,  and  some 
sales  agents  claim  that  they  anticipate  that  the 
market  will  weaken  in  the  near  future.  Prices 
are  firm  at  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.65  Chi¬ 
cago  for  the  three-quarter-inch  lump. 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  December  5.— (Special 
Correspondence.} — West  Virginia  coal  men  are 
now  concentrating  their  efforts  on  supplying  the 
lake  trade  in  the  few  days  at  their  disposal.  In 
another  week  the  shipments  to  the  lake  will  be 
over  and  all  the  cars  that  can  be  mustered  for 
lake  coal  are  being  pressed  into  service  and 
other  shipments  are  temporarily  getting  second 
consideration.  Prices  also  remain  a  secondary 
consideration,  generally  speaking,  because  of  the 
uncertain  transportation  facilities.  No  improve¬ 
ment  in  car  service  is  expected  or  hoped  for  and 
the  winter’s  trade  will  steady  itself  down  to  an 
adaptability  to  circumstances. 

Complaint  of  Car  Shortage  Acute. 

Nevertheless  the  complaint  over  the  inability 
of  the  railroads  to  meet  demands  of  shippers 
persists.  As  announced  a  few  weeks  ago,  the 
Charleston  chamber  of  commerce  has  named  a 
committee  to  investigate  the  complaint  of  ship¬ 
pers  on  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  that  the  short¬ 
age  of  cars  for  general  demand  on  that  road  is 
due  to  discrimination.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
also  runs  into  Charleston  and  the  complaints 
from  operators  on  that  line  being  of  longer 
standing,  it  is  a  wonder  that  the  committee’s 
powers  were  not  extended  to  include  both  roads. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan, 
entering  the  same  city,  and  there  again  the  dis¬ 
content  is  of  years’  standing.  In  the  meanwhile 
the  presidents  and  other  officials  of  the  roads 
promise  new  equipment  and  ask  operators  to 
have  patience,  but  operators  who  are  forced  to 
close  their  mines  for  two  and  three  days  a  week 
right  along  find  their  patience  taxed  to  the 
limit. 

FIELD  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

A  new  bank  will  soon  be  started  in  Charles¬ 
ton,  one  of  the  principal  promoters  of  which  vyill 
be  Enoch  Carver,  a  prominent  operator  residing 
in  that  city. 

The  Quinnimont  Coal  Co.  is  preparing  for 
large  improvements  at  its  town  of  that  name, 
which  will  tend  to  indirectly  make  the  town 
more  attractive  for  the  company  employes. 


Kentucky  Coal  Scarce. 

Operators  producing  Kentucky  coal  are  ex¬ 
periencing  great  difficulty  in  transporting  their 
coal  to  this  market.  The  refusal  of  railroads 
intercepting  the  Kentucky  fields  in  permitting 
their  equipment  to  be  switched  to  Chicago  lines 
has  practically  shut  out  all  Kentucky  coal  from 
this  market.  Prices  for  the  domestic  lump  range 
from  $4.25@4.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a  very 
strong  demand.  Practically  aU  Kentucky  storage 
coal  has  been  purchased,  and  very  little  of  this 
coal  is  available. 

Cannel  Coal. Very  Strong. 

Selling  agents  who  handle  Cannel  coal  assert 
that  they  are  being  offered  attractive  premiums 
for  prompt  shipments  of  the  Cannel  product. 
However,  they  are  in  most  cases  delivering  the 
coal  in  the  order  of  application,  which  simply 
means  that  some  consumers  will  not  receive  any 
Cannel  for  weeks.  The  price  maintaining  at 
Chicago  is  $5.15;  demand  very  strong. 

Coke  Demand  Firm. 

Selling  agents  are  practically  refusing  to  ac¬ 
cept  any  more  orders  for  by-product  coke,  either 
of  the  foundry  or  domestic  variety.  They  claim 
that  they  have  already  sold  beyond  the  average 
supply  of  this  class  of  coke  coming  into  this 
market.  By-product  domestic  coke  is  worth  this 
week  $5.00@5.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  By-product 
foundry  coke,  $6.50;  Wise  county.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  seventy-two-hour  coke,  $6.50 ;  Connellsville 
seventy-two-hour  coke,  $6.90;  Connellsville  forty- 
eight-hour  product,  $6.65;  West  Virginia  seventy- 
two-hour  product,  $6.15;  West  Virginia  forty- 
eight-hour  coke,  $5.65.  Transportation  facilities 
have  not  improved,  and  orders  are  only  being 
accepted  subject  to  delayed  delivery. 


Mining  News. 

An  upset  bid  has  been  filed  in  the  sale  of  a 
tract  near  Morgantown  which  Captain  McCor¬ 
mick  bought  recently  at  public  sale  for  $62,000. 
The  tract  is  underlaid  with  the  Pittsburg  seam. 

The  Producers’  Coal  Co.  is  the  name  of  a  new 
concern  chartered  with  headquarters  at  Bluefield, 
in  the  Pocahontas  region,  by  A.  L.  Godfrey, 
A.  H.  Land,  S.  S.  Cofer  and  H.  Archer  Mitch¬ 
ell,  who  are  already  actively  interested  in  other 
properties. 

R.  T.  Cunningham  and  others  of  Fairmont 
have  bought  eight  hundred  acres  of  coal  land 
near  Clarksburg  for  one  hundred  dollars  an 
acre,  about  the  only  piece  of  good  stuff  that  had 
not  been  taken  up  in  that  region  by  coal  opera¬ 
tors  or  prospectors. 

H.  M.  Bertolet,  superintendent  of  the  New 
River  &  Pocahontas  Coal  Co.,  entertained  at  an 
informal  pheasant  dinner,  J.  S.  Cunningham,  of 
the  Berwind  coal  properties  in  West  Virginia, 
and  a  number  of  supply  men.  The  pheasants 
were  shot  by  Mr.  Bertolet  himself.  The  enjoy¬ 
able  affair  occurred  at  the  Ruffner  hotel  in 
Charleston. 

It  is  reliably  reported  that  Tax  Commissioner 
Dillon  will  resign  to  become  chief  counsel  for 
the  Dixon  mine  interests  in  the  New  River  re¬ 
gion,  succeeding  the  late  Gen.  J.  W.  St.  Clair. 
Mr.  Dillon  has  stubbornly  fought  the  operators 
on  the  leasehold  tax  issue  and  others,  but  in  a 
private  capacity  he  can  be  depended  on  to  look 
ably  for  his  clients.  His  resignation  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  before  March  first. 

John  Nugent,  the  mine  workers’  member  of  the 
special  state  mining  commission,  has  submitted 
his  minority  report.  He  believes  that  a  mine  in¬ 
spector  should  report  bad  conditions  first  to  the 
chief  inspector  and  that  they  should  have  au¬ 
thority  to  close  a  mine ;  that  the  mine  foreman 
should  be  an  agent  of  the  company  and  not  of 
the  state  or  the  miners,  because  such  agent 
would  be  then  financially  responsible  to  the  com¬ 
pany  in  the  case  of  accidents;  also  that  there 
should  be  only  one  board  of  examiners  for  fore¬ 
men,  instead  of  twelve.  These  points  are  at 
variance  with  the  majority  report. 


Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  December  4. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.)— Although  the  competition  of  gas 

and  oil  as  fuel  has  grown  immensely  m  this  ter¬ 
ritory  in  the  last  year,  this  year’s  production  of 
coal  in  the  southwest  will  exceed  the  production 
of  last  year.  Bennett  Brown,  commissioner  for 
the  Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  Association, 
said  today  that  if  the  railroads  can  handle  the 
coal  the  four  states  of  the  southwestern  district 
will  produce  1,500,000  tons  more  coal  this  year 

than  last.  .  „  r> 

“The  country  is  growing  so  fast,  Mr.  brown 
said,  “that  although  oil  and  gas  have  taken  the 
place  of  coal  in  many  places  there  is  just  as  much 
trouble,  if  not  more,  getting  coal  this  year  than 
last.  We  could  sell  more  than  the  railroads  can 
handle.  Shortage  of  cars  makes  us  as  much  trou¬ 
ble  now  as  ever.  All  of  the  operators  I  have 
seen  in  the  last  few  weeks  tell  me  that  they  have 
more  orders  than  they  can  handle,  and  their  ef¬ 
fort  now  is  to  reduce  the  demand  rather  than  to 
increase  it.  We  simply  cannot  get  cars  enough 
to  supply  the  trade  as  it  would  be  supplied.  The 
recent  experiences  of  the  pork  packers  and  some 
of  the  big  manufacturers  in  the  west  bottoms  in 
this  city,  in  having  their  supply  of  natural  gas 
shut  off,  has  done  much  toward  increasing  the 
demand  for  coal.  The  big  users  of  coal  never  did 
have  much  faith  in  either  oil  or  gas  as  fuel  and 
now  that  they  have  discovered  positively  that  the 
companies  that  supply  the  gas  cannot  be  depend¬ 
ed  upon,  they  are  making  overtures  to  the  coal 
dealers  for  a  resumption  of  the  relations  that  ex¬ 
isted  before  the  natural  gas  made  such  a  stir. 
They  have  found  out  that  after  all,  the  most  re¬ 
liable  fuel  is  the  cheapest  and  they  know  besides 
that  coal  will  still  be  sold  when  the  natural  gas 
is  exhausted. 

Other  Users  Feel  the  Same. 

“And  this  same  feeling  has  been  communicated 
to  the  users  of  natural  gas  who  have  not  yet  been 
informed  that  the  gas  will  no  longer  be  supplied 
to  them.  They  too  are  feeling  that  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  to  return  to  coal  before  some 
emergency  arises  compelling  them  to  seek  and  beg 
a  supply  from  the  dealers. 

“Although  Texas  is  no  longer  a  part  of  the 
southwestern  district,  conditions  in  that  state  are 
having  an  effect  on  the  trade  of  the  southwestern 
district.  Oil  has  become  almost  exhausted  and 
the  inevitable  result  is  that  the  manufacturers 
and  other  big  users  of  fuel  are  clamoring  indus¬ 
triously  for  coal.  There  are  certainly  not  enough 
mines  in  Texas  to  fill  this  demand,  hence  the 
consumers  are  applying  in  Arkansas  and  the  In¬ 
dian  Territory  for  big  and  quick  supplies  of  coal. 
If  the  operators  in  these  two  states  could  comply 
with  all  of  the  requests  they  get  for  coal  they 
could  make  enough  money  in  the  next  few 
months  to  permit  them  to  take  a  vacation  for  a 
year  or  so.  The  dealers  in  the  southwest  will 
have  enough  money  to  buy  Christmas  presents 
and  Christmas  turkeys  with,  and  don’t  you  forget 
it.” 

One  of  the  dealers  in  Kansas  City  commented 
yesterday  on  the  increased  demand  for  slack  coal. 
Not  so  very  long  ago  there  was  not  much  of  a 
market  for  this  sort  of  stuff,  but  now  all  slack 
bins  are  empty.  Slack,  contracted  for,  is  selling 
for  from  seventy-five  cents  to  eighty  cents  a  ton 
and  the  little  free  slack  that  can  be  held  brings 
about  $1.25  a  ton.  Prices  of  other  grades  of  coal 
have  remained  steady  among  the  big  wholesale 
dealers,  while  the  little  fellows  are  demanding 
higher  prices,  and  such  is  the  demand  for  coal 
that  they  are  usually  getting  what  they  ask. 
Among  the  retail  dealers  there  is  no  complaint 
about  lack  of  business.  Although  the  natural  gas 
company  is  gradually  installing  its  mains  about 
the  city  and  has  already  supplied  many  districts, 
the  retail  trade  has  shown  no  noticeable  slacking 
off. 

The  Car  Shortage  Problem. 

Car  shortage  continues  to  be  a  very  serious 
problem  in  the  trade.  The  railroads  declare  that 
they  are  loading  and  moving  more  cars  than  they 
ever  have  before  and  yet  the  cry  is  continuous, 
“More  cars.”  President  Winchell  of  the  Rock 
Island  was  in  the  city  today  and  said  that  his 
road  was  doing  everything  in  its  pow'er  to  relieve 
tlie  congestion.  New  cars  he  said  were  being  put 
in  use  as  fast  as  the  manufacturers  could  put 
them  out.  “The  difficulty  is  caused  not  because  few¬ 
er  cars  are  being  moved  on  the  railroads  than  in 
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former  years,”  Mr.  Wiiicliell  said,  ‘•Init  .fecausc 
there  is  an  increased  production  of  every  com¬ 
modity  tliat  is  hauled  l)y  railroads.” 

“1  could  .sell  two  carloads  of  coal  every  day.” 
said  a  retail  dealer  today,  ‘‘but  I  cannot  get  the 
cars,  or  rather  the  railroads  cannot  get  the  cars 
so  as  to  get  the  coal  to  me,  and  the  mines,  that 
depend  altogether  on  the  domestic  trade  for  their 
business,  will  not  let  me  have  the  coal  from  their 
mines  for  the  reason,  they  claim,  that  they  cannot 
spare  it  and  keep  themselves  up  with  their  or¬ 
ders.” 

At  this  point  in  his  conversation  a  citizen 
stepped  into  the  office  and,  almost  out  of  breath, 
began,  ‘‘Say,  did  you  get  that  coal  down  to  the 
house?  No?  Well,  what  arc  you  going  to  do 
about  it  ?” 

“1  have  done  the  best  I  could,”  said  the  dealer. 


The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  li)ecember  5. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — This  week  started  in  with  a  weak 
market,  weak  compared  to  that  of  a  week  ago  at 
least.  Last  Monday  there  were  twelve  hundred 
cars  on  track,  mostly  run-of-mine,  containing 
coal  that  had  been  shipped  in  by  the  small  opera¬ 
tors  on  consignment.  The  tracks  were,  however, 
pretty  well  cleared  before  Wednesday,  when  not 
over  six  hundred  cars  were  in  sight.  This  fact 
had  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  spot  market, 
some  West  Virginia  run-of-mine  having  been 
offered  at  $1.20,  and  Pittsburg  No.  8  at  $1.30, 
ten  cents  off  from  last  week’s  prices.  Fine  coal 
is  strong  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  it.  Hocking 
lump  still  holds  fairly  firm  at  $2,  though  even  in 
this  grade  there  was  a  slight  falling  off  in  some 
instances.  The  coke  market  is  very  stiff,  and 
sells  easily  at  thirty-five  cents  over  what  it 
brought  last  week.  High  grade,  low  sulphur  coke 
is  very  scarce. 

Car  Situation  Improved. 

Complaints  about  the  car  shortage  are  not  so 
frequent  as  formerly.  The  situation  seems  to 
have  eased  up  considerably  in  the  past  week  or 
two,  and  considerable  coal  is  coming  through  to 
this  point.  The  box  car  situation  has  improved 
also  and  sales  agents  for  the  anthracite  mines 
are  quite  cheerful.  Everybody  feels  that  the 
worst  is  over  and  predicts  that  conditions  will 
get  better  and  better  from  now  on.  Detroit,  it 
is  estimated,  is  getting  about  sixty  per  cent  of 
its  quota  of  cars.  Domestic  coal  is  firm  and  the 
snowstorm  of  this  date,  which  was  general 
throughout  the  state  will  have  a  tendency  to  make 
prices  soar  higher  than  ever.  Anthracite  chest¬ 
nut  is  still  scarce,  but  there  is  no  danger  at  pres¬ 
ent  of  a  famine  in  that  size.  There  is  a  big  de¬ 
mand  for  cannel.  Ayer  &  Chase,  who  have  in¬ 
troduced  Camp  Creek  cannel  in  competition  with 
other  kinds  of  cannel  and  high  grade  Jackson 
Hill,  report  an  excellent  trade. 


‘'but  the  fact  is  I  can  not  get  the  coal  and  if  I 
can  send  you  down  six  or  seven  bushels  so  as  to 
tide  you  over  and  then  send  you  the  balance 
when  J  get  a  car  load,  I  will.” 

“J'or  heaven’s  sake  do  something,”  said  the  cus¬ 
tomer. 

“That  IS  only  a  little  of  what  I  get  every  day,” 
said  the  flealer  after  the  customer  had  gone  out, 
“and  I  think  I  have  just  about  coal  enough  on 
hand  in  my  bin  to  fill  my  promise  with  him. 
■Sometimes  they  come  in  and  countermand  their 
orders  and  go  somewhere  else,  but  some  of  them 
have  come  back  to  me  and  told  me  that  they 
would  like  to  have  some  coal.  Of  course  in  that 
kind  of  a  case  they  go  dowm  to  the  foot  of  the 
list  of  orders  because  it  is  not  fair  to  place  them 
wdiere  they  would  have  been  had  they  stayed  with 
me  and  not  allow'ed  me  to  cancel  their  order.” 


Coal  Trade. 

GENERAL  NOTES. 

Harry  Olmstead,  of  the  Olmstead  Coal  Co.,  of 
Columbus.  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  last  week. 

E.  M.  Smith,  of  the  W.  C.  Clark  Coal  Co., 
spent  1  hanksgiving  with  friends  in  Chicago. 

J.  H.  Winder,  president  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  was  a  visitor  in  Detroit  the  early  part 
of  last  week. 

Sol  Coolidge.  of  Young  &  Mauer  Co.  of  Cleve¬ 
land.  stopped  off  in  this  city  last  Monday  on  his 
w'ay  to  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

F.  W.  Wiltshire,  of  Somerset,  N.  Y.,  general 
manager  of  sales  of  the  Fairmont  and  Consolida¬ 
tion  Coal  Cos.,  made  his  annual  visit  to  Detroit 
this  week. 

George  C.  Huebner,  former  treasurer  of  Wayne 
county,  in  which  this  city  is  located,  has  started 
in  the  coal  business  with  his  son,  George  J.  Hueb¬ 
ner.  The  firm  is  known  as  George  C.  Huebner 
&  Son. 

Tonnage  through  the  Soo  canal  exceeds  that 
of  last  year  by  nearly  six  million  tons.  The  total 
for  the  season  is  50,192,835.  In  the  month  of 
November  162,755  tons  of  hard  coal  and  926,988 
tons  of  soft  coal  passed  through  the  canal. 

Charles  J.  Andrews,  local  representative  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  has  added  to  his  office  picture 
gallery  a  splendid  photograph  of  the  famous  Bos¬ 
ton  dock  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  at 
Duluth.  This  dock  contains  nineteen  acres,  is 
2,364  feet  long  and  357  feet  wide.  It  has  a  front¬ 
age  of  a  mile. 

St.  Joseph,  Mich.,  has  an  investigation  on  its 
hands  in  which  the  coal  dealers  are  interested. 
Judge  Coolidge,  of  the  circuit  court,  charged  the 
grand  jury  of  Berrien  county  that  an  illegal  com¬ 
bination  for  the  purpose  of  raising  prices  of  coal 
and  other  necessities  is  reported  to  him  and  in¬ 
structs  that  body  to  look  into  the  matter. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 


Toledo,  Ohio,  Dec.  5. —  (Special  Qprrcspond- 
ence.) — The  approach  of  the  holiday  season  finds 
the  local  coal  market  in  anything  but  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  condition.  While  dealers  disagree  as  to  the 
exact  status,  all  opinions  are  on  the  negative 
side,  the  comparison  being  in  the  degree  of  bad¬ 
ness.  Some  state  that  during  the  past  week  or 
two  their  shipments  have  been  both  larger  and 
more  prompt,  while  others  state  that  their  ship¬ 
ments  show  a  decrease  and  an  i.ncreased  tardiness 
and  that,  as  a  result,  they  are  getting  further 
and  further  behind  in  their  orders.  That  affairs 
have  not  improved  to  any  extent  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  steam  buyers  are  showing  a  liberality 
in  paying  premiums  for  coal  and  are  seemingly 
anxious  to  get  a  little  supply  ahead,  a  thing  that 
is  rather  difficult  at  present.  Spot  coal  is  almost 
worth  its  weight  in  gold  and  any  dealer  w'ho  has 
some  on  hand  need  only  to  let  it  be  known  and 
he  becomes  as  popular  as  the  proverbial  lump  of 
sugar  in  fly  time.  Domestic  coal  is  strong  enough 
to  stand  another  advance  in  price,  the  new  sched¬ 
ule  going  into  effect  December  first.  Anthracite 
remains  stationary  at  $7.25  a  ton  for  all  grades 


except  pea,  which  is  quoted  at  $5.75,  but  all  the 
other  domestic  coals  advanced  on  an  average 
of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  to  the  consumer.  Gas- 
house  coke  is  now  quoted  at  $6.00,  or  an  advance 
of  fifty  cents  the  first  of  the  month.  Other  pre¬ 
vailing  prices,  showdng  the  effect  of  the  new 
schedule,  are  as  follows:  Pocahontas,  $6.00; 
Jackson  lump,  $5.25;  Massillon  lump,  $5.25; 
Hocking  lump.  $4.75  ;  West  Virginia  lump,  $4.75. 
Thus  far  there  has  been  no  advance  in  circular 
prices  of  steam  coal,  the  advances  taking  the 
form  of  'premiums  which  have  shown  a  steady  ad¬ 
vance  for  the  past  three  or  four  weeks.  No.  8 
run-of-mine.  wliich  is  a  good  example,  is  selling 
anvwhere  from  $1.35  to  $1.50.  the  latter  price  be¬ 
ing  mentioned  for  the  first  time  during  the  past 
week,  the  former  high  price  being  $1.45.  For  the 
past  several  days  one  railroad  entering  Toledo 
has  been  paying  $1.40  and  buying  at  that  figure 
all  the  coal  offered.  Other  roads  have  not  shown 
the  same  liberality,  although  all  are  buying,  and 
thus  far  none  are  showing  any  tendency  to  con¬ 
fiscate. 

Lake  business  is  about  ended  for  this  season. 


While  many  of  the  larger  firms  are  thousands  of 
tons  short  in  their  contracts,  a  number  of  local 
lake  shippers  have  closed  their  business,  some 
having  finished  as  long  as  two  weeks  ago.  Cus¬ 
tom  house  reports  show  a  slight  decrease  over 
November  a  year  ago,  a  condition  due  to  lack  of 
coal  and  not  through  any  lack  of  boats.  Now  that 
the  lake  business  is  ended,  or  practically  so,  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  this  will  improve 
conditions  as  has  been  prophesied  for  weeks  past 
by  dealers  who  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
kind  of  business.  They  have  all  along  been,  say¬ 
ing  that  a  coujile  of  weeks  after  the  close  of  navi- 
lo'ition  and  as  soon  as  the  sugar  beet  season  was 
ended  there  would  be  plenty  of  cars  and  normal 
conditions  would  prevail. 

All  kinds  of  stocks  are  short  at  present,  a  short¬ 
age  of  steam  being  especially  noticeable.  While 
all  plants  have  been  able  to  keep  running,  it  has 
been  a  hand-to-mouth  condition  and  it  is  said 
that  there  is  scarcely  a  plant  in  the  city  that  has 
any  reserve  on  hand.  There  was  also  a  hard 
coal  shortage  about  the  middle  of  the  month  and 
most  dealers  were  obliged  to  depend  upon  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  firms  who  had  a  good  supply  on  hand. 
'I  here  is  now,  however,  a  better  movement  and 
there  is  plenty  of  coal  on  hand  to  supply  cus¬ 
tomers. 

Notwithstanding  the  present  state  of  affairs,  it 
is  likely  that  contracts  expiring  from  now  till 
April  first  will  be  renewed  at  last  year’s  prices  or 
at  an  advance  of  not  to  exceed  five  cents  a  ton. 
W  ith  the  demand  far  in  excess  of  the  supply, 
nearly  all  dealers  have  called  in  their  salesmen 
and  will  keep  them  in  as  long  as  they  have  diffi¬ 
culty  to  get  coal  enough  to  supply  their  regular 
customers.  Generally  speaking,  it  is  not  believed 
X  that  the  car  shortage  will  be  as  acute  next  fall 
as  it  was  this.  All  the  railroads  are  largely  in¬ 
creasing  their  rolling  stock,  but  even  with  this 
the  question  remains  whether  this  increase  will 
keep  apace  with  the  natural  increase  in  business. 
The  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central  railroad  will  be  in 
better  shape,  as  it  is  at  present  erecting  a  mam¬ 
moth  repair  shop  at  Buevrus,  Ohio,  and  the  De¬ 
troit,  Toledo  &  Ironton  railroad  is  arranging  to 
remove  its  shops  from  Jackson,  Mich.,  to  Na¬ 
poleon,  Ohio,  so  as  to  have  them  on  its  direct 
line  to  the  coal  fields. 

John  T.  Solon,  of  the  Solon  Coal  Co.,  of  this 
city,  has  disposed  of  nearly  all  his  W’est  Vireinia 
holdings  and  has  gone  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  where  he 
has  acquired,  in  company  with  several  other  cap¬ 
italists,  several  hundred  acres  of  coal  lands,  which 
they  will  develop  immediately. 


Kentucky  Coal  Trade. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Dec.  5. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence). — The  December  grand  jury,  taking  up  the 
recommendation  of  the  November  body,  is  con¬ 
tinuing  the  investigation  into  the  local  coal  mar¬ 
ket,  but  up  to  this  writing  the  only  results  of 
their  deliberations  have  been  the  finding  that  a 
combine  does  exist  among  the  dealers  to  control 
prices,  and  that  the  local  dealers  charge  fifteen 
to  sixteen  cents  a  bushel  for  second  and  fourth 
pool  Pittsburg  as  against  fourteen  to  fifteen  in 
New  Albany  and  Jeffersonville,  and  that  they 
give  customers  a  seventy-two  pound  bushel  in¬ 
stead  of  the  legal  eighty-pound  standard. 

The  grand  jury,  in  its  report  recommends  that 
steps  be  taken  to  compel  local  dealers  to  deliver 
a  ton  of  2,000  pounds  instead  of  l.SOO  pounds. 
In  regard  to  combinations  in  restraint  of  trade, 
the  grand  jury  says  that  it  is  not  altogether 
satisfied  that  the  river  or  rail  coal  exchange  come 
under  that  head,  but  that  it  hopes  its  successor 
will  sift  the  matter  to  the  bottom. 

The  demand  for  domestic  coal  during  the  past 
w'eek  has  been  comparatively  light  owing  to  mild 
weather,  but  there  has  been  a  severe  pinch  in 
steam  coal.  Several  local  distilleries  were  closed 
down  during  the  week  and  dealers  supplying 
numerous  factories  on  contract  have  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  substitute  Indiana  coal  for  Jellico  or  even 
Illinois  Central  steam  grades,  and  the  shipments 
from  Indiana  have  become  so  light  that  there 
is  little  more  hope  of  relief  from  that  source. 
Those  operators  who  are  not  scrupulous  in  keep¬ 
ing  contracts  are  diverting  coal  contracted  in 
Louisville  and  other  Kentucky  cities  in  order 
to  sell  it  south  where  it  has  been  commanding 
higher  prices  than  ever  during  the  severe  pinch 
in  nut  and  slack  last  spring. 
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Dealers  in  Atlanta,  Augusta,  Athens  and  other 
Georgia  cities  have  paid  as  high  as  $1.35  f.  o.  b 
mines  for  nut  and  slack  during  the  current  week, 
though  the  real  market,  if  there  can  be  said  to 
be  a  market,  is  much  lower  than  this.  Mine-run 
has  not  advanced  in  proportion  for  some  reason, 
and  the  market  is  about  $1,60  to  $1.75,  with  su¬ 
perior  coal  selling  up  to  $2.00.  Prices  on  do¬ 
mestic  coals  have  shown  marked  decline  and  high 
grade  lump  and  block  from  the  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  field  has  sold  as  low  as  $2.50,  where  ten 
days  ago  it  was  bringing  $3.00  or  more.  The 
market  on  No.  1  Jellicos  and  Blue  Gem  coals  re¬ 
mains  about  the  same  at  $3.50,  and  there  has  been 
less  bidding  for  coal  for  prompt  shipment. 

While  the  domestic  market  shows  evidence  of 
easing  demand,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best 
posted  dealers  that  coal  men  will  be  wise  to  take 
advantage  of  any  weakening  of  prices  and  re¬ 
plenish  their  stocks  largely,  against  the  coming 
of  severe  weather.  The  car  supply,  which  has 
naturally  become  somewhat  better,  is  still  pre¬ 
carious,  and  coal  dealers  through  the  south,  if 
they  do  not  now  lay  in  adequate  supplies  of  fuel, 
will  be  apt  to  find  pretty  soon  that  they  are  the 
kind  of  business  men  who  stumble  over  the  same 
stone  twice. 

The  last  of  the  recent  coal  shipments  from 
Pittsburg  reached  the  Louisville  harbor  during 
the  past  few  days,  and  the  Raymond  Horner  and 
Fulton  took  the  last  tows  south.  Of  the  3,000,000 
bushels  which  reached  here  about  two-thirds  went 
on  down  the  river  to  Memphis  and  other  points. 


The  visible  supply  of  coal  in  this  market  will  last 
between  three  weeks  and  one  month. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Mr.  T.  D.  Cassidy  of  the  Cassidy  Coal  Co., 
Lexington,  has  returned  from  a  southern  trip. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Tice  of  the  Pcacock-Jellico  Coal  Co., 
Lexington,  Ky.,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  his 
mines. 

Mr.  James  Maepherson,  general  manager  of  the 
Blue  Gem  Coal  Co.,  made  a  trip  to  the  mines,  at 
Jellico  during  the  week.  He  reports  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  improved. 

Capt.  S.  F.  Rock,  general  manager  of  the  Lynn 
Camp  Coal  Co.,  is  reported  improved  from  his 
recent  illness.  His  company  is  expecting  to  load 
coal  any  day,  just  as  soon  as  the  railroad  track 
is  connected. 

Mr.  T.  T.  Pace  of  the  Pace  Coal  Co.,  Jellico, 
Tenn.,  has  returned  from  a  hunting  trip  to  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  entered  his  setter.  Prince  Whitestone, 
in  the  American  Field  Trials  and  is  very  proud 
over  winning  second  place.  Mr.  Pace  believes 
his  dog  is  the  equal  of  any  in  America. 

Mr.  Merritt  Lancaster  of  the  White  Oak  Coal 
Co.’s  Cincinnati  office  spent  several  days  in 
Louisville  during  the  week.  His  office  has  been 
established  only  a  few  weeks,  but  is  rapidly  get¬ 
ting  into  shape  to  sell  a  large  output  over  an 
extensive  territory.  Mr.  Lancaster  made  acriauint- 
ance  with  the  leading  coal  dealers. 


The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  6 — {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence'). — A  call  has  been  issued  for  a 
meeting  of  manufacturers,  shippers,  operators 
and  other  business  men  of  the  state  at  the  Clay- 
pool  hotel  here  December  twelfth,  to  perfect  an 
organization  to  go  before  the  legislature  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  ask  for  the  enactment  of  laws  under 
which  the  railroad  companies  will  be  compelled 
to  furnish  adequate  transportation  facilities. 

A  strong  circular  letter  bearing  on  the  con¬ 
ditions  that  are  giving  the  shippers,  manufactur¬ 
ers  and  coal  operators  so  much  trouble 
just  now,  has  been  sent  out  by  a  cominittee 
representing  the  Indiana  Shippers’  association, 
organized  at  Anderson  several  days  ago  by  gas 
belt  manufacturers.  The  committee  handles  the 
situation  without  gloves  and  urges  that  vigorous 
measures  be  adopted. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  business  inter¬ 
ests  are  greatly  aroused  and  that  they  propose 
to  make  such  a  red  hot  fight  for  more  stringent 
laws  that  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  the  rail¬ 
road  lobby  can  defeat  them. 

The  present  plan  is  to  strengthen  the  laws 
under  which  the  state  railway  commission  is 
operating.  The  commission  itself  is  alive  to  the 
situation  and  has  made  a  number  of  recommen¬ 
dations  that  will  be  favorably  received  by  the 
shippers.  It  is  probable  that  Governor  Hanly 
will  be  asked  to  address  the  meeting  on  the 
twelfth  to  state  his  views,  as  it  is  known  he  is 
in  sympathy  with  the  business  interests  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Charles  V.  McAdams,  a  member  of  the 
railway  commission,  says  that  under  its  laws 
the  commission  is  practically  without  power  to 
compel  the  railroads  to  do  anything.  It  has 
accomplished  a  great  deal  by  acting  more  as 
an  arbitrator  than  a  judge.  Mr.  McAdams  says 
that  the  commission  wants  more  power  and  will 
try  to  get  it  when  the  legislature  meets.  The 
commission  will  not  take  part  in  the  meeting 
on  the  twelfth,  as  it  must  occupy  a  npitral 
ground  before  the  public,  but  it  is  heartily  in 
sympathy  with  the  movement. 

Manufacturers  Are  Without  Coal. 

Chairman  Union  B.  Hunt  of  the  railway  com¬ 
mission  says  that  during  the  past  week  several 
delegations  of  gas  belt  manufacturers  have  called 
on  him  with  reference  to  the  shortage  of  coal  in 
their  locality.  One  told  him  that  they  knew  of 
at  least  five  big  companies  that  are  now  pre¬ 
paring  to  remove  to  another  location  because  of 
the  failure  of  the  railroads  to  give  them  suf¬ 
ficient  fuel.  One  big  glass  factory,  employing 


500  men,  using  an  immense  amount  of  Indiana 
coal,  is  now  preparing  to  remove  to  another 
state. 

Some  of  the  coal  dealers  here  say  that  these 
factories  would  come  to  Indianapolis  where  the 
shipping  facilities  are  better,  Init  they  have  no 
assurance  that  they  can  get  coal  by  coming.  It 
is  said  that  the  feeling  among  the  gas  belt  manu¬ 
facturers  against  the  railroads  is  becoming  very 
bitter.  Some  of  them,  however,  will  have  to 
grin  and  bear  the  situation,  as  they  can  not  move 
their  plants  now. 

These  manufacturers  say  they  have  been 
treated  unfairly.  When  gas  failed  the  railroad 
companies  begged  them  not  to  change  their  lo¬ 
cations,  promising  to  furnish  coal  at  a  freight 
rate  of  forty  cents  a  ton  from  the  Indiana  field. 
Within  a  year  or  so  they  jun;jped  the  rate  to 
fifty  cents  and  now  it  is  sixty  cents  and  the 
manufacturers  are  in  trouble  more  than  half 
the  time  over  the  fuel  problem. 

Under  the  circumstances  it  is  easy  to  see  why 
the  manufacturers  are  sore  over  the  situation. 

Transportation  Facilities  Poor. 

Word  has  reached  the  railway  commission 
headquarters  that  the  E.  &  T.  H.  and  the  E.  & 
I.  roads  have  raised  their  embargo  against  the 
Big  Four  and  that  the  latter  has  promised  to 
return  their  cars  as  soon  as  they  are  emptied. 
The  Big  Four  has  begun  moving  coal  from  Terre 
Haute,  but  has  not  made  much  headway  so  far. 

The  railway  commission  is  very  hopeful  that 
the  Southern  Indiana  will  soon  follow  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  E.  &  T.  H.  and  the  E.  &  1.  in 
resuming  relations  with  the  Big  Four.  The 
commissioners  are  working  to  that  end_  now. 
Attorney  General  Miller  has  filed  a  suit  in  the 
Superior  court  here  to  enjoin  the  Big  Four 
from  diverting  the  cars  of  the  E.  &  T.  H.  the  E. 
&  I.  and  the  Southern  Indiana  to  other  roads 
but  no  action  has  been  taken  regarding  it.  The 
purpose  of  the  suit  is  to  compel  the  roads,  if 
possible,  to  get  busy  and  move  the  coal  freely, 
but  it  is  not  known  whether  or  not  the  action 
can  be  sustained.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  a  test 
case,  but  the  commission  hopes  that  it  will_  have 
the  effect  of  bringing  the  railroad  companies  to 
a  realization  of  the  situation. 

The  Illinois  Central  Busy. 

The  Illinois  Central,  which  is  completing  its 
Indianapolis  Southern  road  from  here  to  Switz 
City,  Linton  and  Effingham,  Ill.,  has  informed 
the  operators  that  they  will  be  ready  to  take 


business  next  week.  This  company  will  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  handle  an  immense  amount  -of  coal 
soon  and  will  be  a  great  boon  to  the  trade  and 
to  the  consumers.  Its  lines  cross  those  of  the 
Southern  Indiana  at  Linton  and  the  Vandalia 
at  Switz  Citv.  It  is  said  that  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral  and  the  Southern  Indiana  have  already  en¬ 
tered  into  a  traffic  arrangement  whereby  the 
former  will  bring  all  the  coal  to  Indianapolis  that 
is  offered  to  it. 

Advance  in  Local  Prices. 


The  demand  for  domestic  coal  here  has  been 
very  steady  during  the  last  month.  There  has 
been  an  increase  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on 
most  grades.  The  following  prices  were  quoted 
today  by  the  larger  retail  dealers. 


Anthracite,  nut . $8.00 

Anthracite,  stove....  8.00 

Anthracite,  c"" .  8.00 

Anthracite,  prate....  8.00 
Tocahontas  fork  lump  0.25 
X'oeahontas,  shovel 

lump  .  0.50 

Pocahontas,  mine-run  5.00 

Pocahontas,  nut  and 

slack  .  3.75 

Gold  tint,  lump .  5.25 

Gold  tint,  egg .  5.00 

Kanawha,  lump .  4.75 

Kanawha,  nut .  4.25 

Kanawha,  slack .  3.25 


Pittsburg,  lump . $4.7.5 

VVinifrede,  lump .  4.75 

Jackson,  lump .  5.50 

Jackson,  slack . 3.25 

Hocking  Valley,  lump  4.50 

Linton,  Xo.  4  lump.  .  3.50 

Linton,  egg .  3.50 

Brazil,  block .  4.25 

Falling  Rock,  canncl.  O.oO 
Blossburg  smithing.  .  5.50 

Indiana  slack .  2.00 

Lump  coke .  6.0o 

Crushed  coke .  0.50 

Oven  egg  size  coke.  .  O.oO 


Good  Demand  at  Mines. 

The  operators  have  a  demand  for  more  coal 
than  they  caii  supply,  but  owing  to  the  poor 
transportation  facilities  the  business  is  only  fair. 
Only  a  few  mines  are  being  operated  half  the 
time.  The  prices  are  satisfactory,  but  the  eliffi- 
culty  in  getting  the  coal  to  the  market  makes 
the  trade  very  unsatisfactory. 

Brazil  block  and  Minshall  are  bringing  $2.25  a 
ton  at  the  mines ;  best  domestic  lump,  $2 ;  mine- 
run,  $1.25  ;  screenings,  from  75  cents  to  85. 

Crusade  Against  Indianapolis  Dealers. 

The  local  police  have  made  several  arrests  of 
drivers  during  the  last  week  on  account  of  short 
weight.  It  is  announced  that  the  crusade  against 
short  weight  will  be  continued  throughout  the 
winter.  The  representatives  of  half  a  dozen  com¬ 
panies  were  arraigned  before  Police  Judge  Whal- 
lon,  but  no  decision  was  reached.  It  was  shown 
in  some  cases  that  the  discrepancy  was  very 
slight.  The  dealers  insist  on  including  the  sacks 
in  the  weighing  of  their  loads. 

Indiana  Operators  Win. 

The  protest  of  the  Indiana  operators  against 
the  preference  shown  by  the  local  city  adminis¬ 
tration  for  the  West  Virginia  smokeless  coal  has 
borne  fruit,  for  it  is  announced  at  the  city  hall 
that  on  December  seventeen  the  city  will  receive 
bids  on  Indiana  coal  to  supply  municipal  con¬ 
tracts  for  the  Haughville  town  hall  and  Bright- 
wood  water  works. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


Anthracite. 

Grate  . $6.50 

Stove  . • .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  . •  •  ■  6.75 

Bituminous. 

Smokeless  lump  . 5.00 

Smokeless  ru.n-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut  .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut  .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut  .  4.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

Screenings  . 1"5 

Gas  house  coke .  5.50 


V 

memorial  will  be  presented  to  congress  soon 
after  it  convenes  in  December  outlining  views  of 
the  Oklahoma  constitutional  convention  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  disposition  of  the  segregated  coal,  gas 
and  timber  lands  of  Indian  Territory.  State 
ownership  of  all  these  lands  is  the  dominant 
sentiment  of  the  convention. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[December  8 


In  MemorioLm 

Charles  Donnelly,  Sr.,  coal  ojicralor,  coke  prcj- 
(hicer,  developer  of  railroads,  captain  of  finance, 
extensive  real  estate  operator,  club  man,  art  col¬ 
lector  and  vyell-known  philanthropist,  died  at  his 
home  in  Pittsburg  last  Wednesday  night  after 
an  illness  of  nine  weeks. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  sixty-five  years  old,  and 
(hiring  his  entire  life  had  been  noted  for  his 
vigorous  mentality,  tireless  energy  and  strong 
personality,  which  forced  him  into  the  front 
ranks  of  commercial  and  linancial  affairs. 

Charles  Donnelly  was  a  native  of  Ireland.  He 
was  horn  in  County  Tyrone,  April  sixteenth, 
1841.  llis  father,  Charles  Donnelly,  was  an 
officer  in  the  British  army,  and  at  his  death  his 
widow  and  her  son  came  to  America  and  first 
settled  in  Ohio.  'Phis  was  in  184i).  In  tSti.i 
Mr.  Donnelly  moved  to  Pittsburg,  and  the  bal¬ 
ance  ()f  his  life  was  spent  here,  where  he  was 
identified  with  many  of  the  jirominent  and  suc¬ 
cessful  enterprises  of  the  city 

Saw  Future  of  Coke  Trade. 

While  clerking  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  Mr.  Donnelly  foresaw  the  future  of  the 
coke  business  in  the  Connellsville  region,  and  in 
1882  left  the  railroad  employ  and  became  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  coke  operations  of  that  famous  field. 
He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organization  and 
continuance  of  the  business  of  the  old  McClure 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
this  concern  until  1895,  when  it  was  sold  to  the 
11.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  This  deal  made  him 
wealthy  and  gave  him  freedom  to  exercise  his 
powers  in  successful  financial  investments  of 
various  kinds.  With  F.  F.  Nicola  he  organized 
the  Pittsburg  Terminal  Railroad  &  Coal  Co., 
which  included  the  West  Side  Belt  railroad,  now 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Gould  interest,  in 
1891,  Mr.  Donnelly  being  president.  He  also 
organized  the  Schenley  Farms  Co.  and  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  With  Josiah  V.  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Uniontown,  he  organized  the  Thompson 
Connellsville  Coke  Co.,  which  concern  is  now  in 
active  operation. 

Prominent  in  Banks  and  Charities. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  founder  of  the  Rosalia 
Maternity  Hospital,  which  he  named  in  honor 
of  his  first  wife.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
Union  National  Gas  Corporation,  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  bank,  the  Colonial  Trust  Co.,  the  Diamond 
National  bank,  the  Title  &  Trust  Co.  of  Western 
Pennsylvania,  and  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania 
Exposition  Society.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Duquesne,  Pittsburg,  Monongahela,  Union,  Coun¬ 
try  and  Americus  dubs,  and  the  Pittsburg  Mat¬ 
inee  club  of  Brunot’s  island.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  having  served  as  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Eighteenth  regiment,  Ohio  vol¬ 
unteers,  throughout  the  Civil  war.  Throughout 
his  life  Mr.  Donnelly  was  noted  for  his  charitable 
bequests,  which  were  many  and  numerous,  but 
which  were  always  made  in  an  unostentatious 
way. 

Property  Worth  Millions. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  one  of  the  heaviest  owners 
of  property  in  the  downtown  district  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  among  a  bunch  of  wealthy  men  who  re¬ 
cently  have  been  dealing  in  such  holdings.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  two  years  Mr.  Donnelly  was  per¬ 
haps  the  most  persistent  and  successful  operator 
in  large  real  estate  transactions  in  the  city 
The  real  estate  holdings  of  Mr.  Donnelly  are 
estiniated  to  be  worth  between  five  and  six 
million  dollars.  This  is  for  city  property  alone. 
In  addition  Mr.  Donnelly  owned  coal  lands 
which  are  estimated  to  be  worth  between  three 
and  four  million  dollars. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  exceedingly  fond  of  horses, 
and  owned  several  fine  animals.  He  was  also  a 
great  admirer  of  fine  paintings,  having  a  notable 
colle(;tion  at  his  home.  Included  in  this  are 
paintings  in  oil  and  pastel  from  the  brushes  of 
some  of  the  world’s  greatest  artists. 

Since  his  residence  in  the  East  End  Mr.  Don¬ 
nelly  had  been  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the 
Sacred  Heart  until  the  opening  of  the  new  St. 
Paul’s  Cathedral,  when  he  became  a  member  of 
that  congregation.  Mr.  Donnelly  was  closely 
identified  with  the  building  of  the  Cathedral, 


and  was  one  of  the  principal  benefactors  of  that 
handsome  church.  His  death,  no  doubt,  will  be 
keenly  felt  by  the  Catholic  clergymen  of  Pitts- 
burg,  with  whom  he  enjoyed  great  popularity. 

Mr.  Donnelly  was  exceedingly  poiiular  among 
all  classes,  having  worked  his  way  up  from  an 
obscure  origin  to  being  one  of  the  millionaires  of 
the  city.  He  always  remembered  his  early  efforts 
to  get  a  foothold  in  the  business  community,  and 
he  was  ever  ready  to  help  others  in  their  efforts 
to  succeed. 


Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 


Bai.ti.moke,  Ml).,  Dec.  0. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Baltimore  is  still  making  its  increasing 
record  as  a  coal  exi)orting  port,  and  not  a  few 
coal  men  here  sec  for  the  j)ort  the  supremacy  of 
the  Atlantic  seaboard  in  this  line.  During  the 
month  of  November  the  shipments  of  coal  and 
coke  were  valued  at  $105,25().(;5  for  export.  Mex¬ 
ico  continues  to  take  the  majority  of  these  ship¬ 
ments,  but  Cuba  is  looming  up  stronger  all  the 
time,  :uid  is  destined  to  cut  a  big  figure  in  the 
export  trade  from  this  port.  The  Cuban  ship¬ 
ments  during  the  month  aggregated  10,709  tons, 
the  largest  month’s  export  to  the  island  on  record. 

1  he  following  list  of  ships,  cargoes  and  desti¬ 
nations  is  of  interest : 


Coal.  Coke. 

-Steamer  Mancunio  (Br.).  Tampico  .  1,603  3,890 

-Steamer  St-  Helena  (Br.),  Cardenas _  1,153  _ 

Schooner  Salisbury,  Nassau,  N.  P .  774  .... 

Steamer  Wildcroft  (Br.),  Vera  Cruz _  3,800  _ 

-Steamer  Falco  (Nor.),  Cardenas .  2,860  _ 

-Schooner  Venus,  Nassau',  N.  P .  143 

Steamer  Queen  Adelaide  (Br.),  Tampico.  1,013  2,575 

Schooner  Geneva,  Cienfuegos  .  1,198 

Schooner  Fernfield  (Br.),  Cardenas  _ 3,383 

Steamer  Aagot  (Nor.),  Tampico .  5,500 

Steamer  Trojan  (Br.),  Vera  Cruz .  5,200 

Steamer  Zanzibar  (Br.),  Vera  Cruz .  3,810 

Steamer  Progreso  (Nor.),  Sagua  la  Grande  2,115 


Total  for  month  . 32,612  6,465 

The  percentage  of  increase  can  be  seen  when 
it  is  stated  that  the  coal  exports  for  November 
of  last  year  were  24,994  tons,  with  no  coke  ex¬ 
ports. 

Prices  on  Increase. 


'riie  bituminous  business  here  continues  to  im¬ 
prove,  both  in  the  matter  of  demand  and  of  prices, 
and  the  end  is  not  yet  in  sight.  Best  grade  bi¬ 
tuminous,  such  as  Georges  (Treek,  easily  demand 
$2.00  when  available,  and  the  Pennsylvania  steam 
coals,  which  are  now  selling  around  $1.40,  are 
fiom  ten  to  fifteen  cents  better  than  the  previous 
week.  The  great  demand  for  gas  coals  in  this 
section,  which  has  been  previously  spoken  of  in 
these  letters,  continues.  Coke  is  in  active  de¬ 
mand  and  the  quantities  coming  through  are  not 
sufficient  to  meet  this  trade  outside  of  existing 
contracts.  Spot  fuels  are  few  and  far  between, 
and  the  keeping  up  with  contracts  is  the  aim  of 
many. 

The  car  supply  still  continues  stringent,  al¬ 
though  for  a  couple  of  days  some  few  shippers 
reported  that  they  had  been  treated  more  gen¬ 
erously  than  had  been  the  case  for  some  time 
back.  Not  a  few  in  the  trade  here  who  have 
been  studying  conditions  closely  say  that  the  re- 
cait  heavy  orders  of  cars,  both  by  railroads  and 
shippers  themselves,  even  when  delivered,  will  not 
aid  conditions.  These  men  claim  that  there  is 
sufficient  of  cars  and  even  of  motive  power  to 
meet  all  requirements,  and  that  what  is  needed 
IS  more  trackage.^  It_  is  pointed  out  that  every 
railroad  is  moving  trains  as  fast  as  block  systems 
or  other  safety  arrangements  will  permit,  and  that 
only  additional  tracks  can  solve  the  situation 
where  business  has  increased  to  such  wonderful 
proportions  that  a  two-track  road  is  now  insuf¬ 
ficient. 

The  great  scarcity  of  coal  in  some  sections  of 
the  west  and  south  is  attributed  largely  to  the 
one-track  systems  that  feed  the  territories.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  are  in  some 
sections  four-tracked,  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  necessity  for  this  sort  of  a  road,  and  the  day 
must  come,  in  spite  of  the  tremendous  cost,  when 
the  great  trunk  lines  must  have  four,  or  even  six 
tracks,  throughout.  Sidings  will,  of  course,  aici. 
but  they  will  not  solve  the  puzzle.  Fast  passenger 
trains  tie  up  freight  for  hours.  If  the  former 
could  be  placed  on  separate  tracks,  then  freight 
would  come  throuMi  fairly  w'ell  with  what  cars 
and  locomotives  are  now  available. 


Some  Trade  Events. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  the  past  week 
loaded  the  bunkers  of  the  United  States  Collier 


Marcellus.  The  vessel  is  now'  aw'aiting  orders 
from  Washington. 

It  is  now  thought  that  the  fast  sailing  ship 
Hitchcock,  which  w'as  wrecked  in  the  Hong  Kong 
tynhoon,  may  be  a  total  loss,  although  a  contract 
has  been  let  in  an  endeavor  to  float  the  vessel. 
'File  sister  ship,  the  Chapman,  also  wrecked  m  the 
same  blow,  has  completed  repairs. 

The  trade  enjoyetl  Thanksgiving  day  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  meant  further  curtailments  at 
the  mines.  'I'he  Christmas  holidays  are  also  ap¬ 
proaching,  but  with  all  their  troubles  the  coal 
men  here  expect  to  enter  upon  the  New  Year 
w  ith  jolly  good  prospects  and  a  good  balance  on 
the  right  side  of  the  books  for  the  old  year. 


R^etailers*  Meetings  of 
Milwaukee. 

The  eighth  semi-annual  convention  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  associa¬ 
tion  will  be  held  in  Milwaukee,  beginning  Tues¬ 
day,  December  eighteenth  and  ending  Wednesday, 
December  nineteenth.  The  Plankinton  house  has 
been  selected  as  headquarters  and  the  business 
sessions  will  be  held  in  the  large  colonial  hall  of 
this  hotel.  The  opening  session  will  be  called  to 
order  at  1  ;30  p.  m.,  on  Tuesday,  December  eight¬ 
eenth.  This  will  be  an  open  meeting  of  the  exec¬ 
utive  board,  to  take  up  and  adjust,  if  possible,  any 
and  all  complaints  that  have  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  association  by  either  retailer  or 
wholesaler.  Therefore  not  only  are  the  members 
of  this  association  requested  but  the  producing 
and  wholesale  trade  and  the  traveling  salesmen 
are  most  cordially  invited  to  attend  for  the  com¬ 
mon  good  of  all  concerned  in  the  coal  industry. 

It  has  been  demonstrated  time  and  again  that 
when  the  producing  and  shipping  trade,  the  trav¬ 
eling  salesmen  and  the  retail  dealer  come  in  con¬ 
tact  in  meetings  of  this  kind,  where  new  ac¬ 
quaintances  are  formed  and  old  ones  renewed, 
it  establishes  a  feeling  of  confidence  that  is  of 
the  greatest  value,  and  w'hich  invariably  results 
in  much  good. 

A  reduced  rate  of  a  fare  and  one-third  for  the 
round  trip  has  been  secured  to  all  who  attend 
the  meeting.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Co.  for  special  day  coaches  a'^d  parlor  cars  for 
the  exclusive  use  of  the  coal  men  making  the 
trip  from  Chicago  to  Mihvaukee  on  C.,  M.  &  St. 
P.  train  leaving  Chicago  at  9  a.  m.  Tuesday 
December  eighteenth.  All  who  wish  accommo¬ 
dations  on  this  train  are  requested  to  communi¬ 
cate  with  F.  E.  Lukens,  secretar}-,  1419  Monad- 
nock  block,  Chicago,  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that 
a  sufficient  number  of  special  cars  may  be  se¬ 
cured. 

V 

The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Iowa  Coal 
Operators’  association  will  be  held  in  the  Savery 
hotel,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  Tuesday,  December 
eleventh.  An  election  of  officers  will  be  held  and 
other  important  business  will  be  brought  up  at 
this  meeting.  Every  member  of  the  association 
should  make  a  special  effort  to  answer  the  roll 
call  ne.xt  Tuesday. 

V 

R.  K.  Brown  of  Cheyenne,  Wyo.,  who  was  a 
witness  against  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co.  at  the 
time  of  the  recent  investigation  by  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  commission,  has  organized  an 
independent  coal  company  and  will  fight  the 
Union  Pacific  company  in  its  own  territory.  To¬ 
gether  with  his  associates  he  has  secured  two 
thousand  acres  of  land  near  Hana,  Carbon 
county,  and  they  are  now  prospecting  for  the 
purpose  of  locating  the  most  promising  point  for 
the  main  workings. 

C.  B.  Grandy,  formerly  of  Toledo,  but  now  of 
Detroit,  was  shaking  hands  with  nearly  every 
coal  man  on  Dearborn  street  this  week.  He  is 
one  of  the  most  popular  coal  men  in  the  west 
and  gets  a  hearty  welcome  everywhere. 

V 

Effective  immediately  the  Martin-Howe  Coal 
Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  will  handle 
the  country  business  of  the  Bedford  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 
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A.  C.  Dies,  president  of  the  Clinton  Coal  Co., 
Clinton,  Ind.,  is  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business. 

William  Huber  of  the  Rock  Island  Fuel  Co., 
Rock  Island,  111.,  was  in  Chicago  recently  on  busi¬ 
ness. 

B.  C.  Bowman  of  the  S.  H.  Bowman  Lumber 
Co.,  Minneapolis,  was  in  Chicago  on  business  this 
week. 

Frank  Harral  of  the  J.  F.  Harral  Co.,  Aurora, 
III,  was  in  Chicago  on  business  early  in  the 
week. 

Worrell  Clarkson  of  the  i^larkson  Coal  &  Dock 
Co.,  St.  Paul,  made  a  business  trip  to  Chicago 
on  Tuesday. 

PI.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week  on  business. 

W.  L.  Rambo,  sales  agent  for  L.  F.  Drieske  & 
Co.,  Chicago,  was  calling  on  his  friends  in  the 
Chicago  trade  this  week. 

C.  R.  Shabino  of  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  will  make  a  business 
trip  to  Columbus  this  week. 

John  M.  Warnock  of  the  D.  W.  VanDusen  Co., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  made  a  trip  to  Chicago  in 
the  interest  of  the  company  this  week. 

John  W.  Biddle,  formerly  with  the  Prudential 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  now  sales  agent  for  the  Mon¬ 
arch  Coal  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

Inkerman  Bailey,  general  manager  of  the  Rei- 
necke  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Madisonville,  Ky.,  was 
in  Chicago  this  week  attending  the  Industrial 
Association  convention. 

Mr.  Ewing  of  the  Twin  City  Rapid  Transit  Co., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week 
for  the  purpose  of  placing  his  contract  for  coal. 

Thomas  Johnson,  president  of  the  Johnson  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago 
this  week  with  his  family  attending  the  live  stock 
show. 

L.  J.  Daft,  manager  of  the  coal  mining  depart¬ 
ment  of  Ingersoll-Rand  Co.  spent  the  week  in 
Chicago  visiting  his  many  friends  among  the  coal 
operators. 

Thomas  N.  Mordue,  sales  agent  of  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
made  a  business  trip  to  Cincinnati  and  through 
Ohio  this  week. 

The  Riverdale  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Clarksdale, 
W.  Va.,  has  brought  suit  against  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  for  $75  for  the  alleged  non¬ 
delivery  of  cars. 

M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  sent 
one  of  its  representatives  to  Chicago  this  week 
for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  a  number  of  cars 
of  coal  for  rush  shipments. 

A.  J.  Baggs  of  the  Watt  Mining  Car  Wheel 
Co.,  Barnesville,  Ohio,  made  a  business  trip  to 
Chicago  this  week. 

William  A.  Ridgley,  general  manager,  Christian 
County  Coal  Co.,  Taylorville,  Ill.,  was  in^  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  and  reports  the  car  situation  a 
little  better  in  the  Springfield  district. 

The  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  is  becoming  very  popular  in  Ne¬ 
braska.  This  week  the  fourth  complete  train  load 
of  coat  will  be  dispatched  for  Fremont. 

The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  is  making  a  good  record  for  prompt 
shipments  to  western  points.  Orders  are  being 
received  as  far  west  as  Boise  City,  Idaho. 


William  E.  Hamilton,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Hamilton  Manufacturing  Co.,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  was  calling  on  Chicago  coal  op¬ 
erators  this  week  exploiting  the  merits  of  his 
coal  loading  machine. 

C.  A.  Bickett  of  the  Bickctt  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  made  a  business 
trip  to  East  St.  Louis  this  week,  where  he  will 
visit  the  branch  office  of  the  company. 

The  farmers  of  Lacrosse,  Wash.,  and  vicinity 
confiscated  a  carload  of  coal  recently  belonging 
to  the  Oregon  Railroad  &  Navigation  Co.  The 
coal  was  to  be  used  at  railroad  depots  along  the 
line. 

F.  C  Atwill  of  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co.. 
Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  recently  returned 
from  a  trip  to  Joplin,  Mo.,  where  he  spent  a  few 
days  last  week  inspecting  lead  and  zinc  mines  m 
which  he  is  interested. 

E.  C  Bryan,  vice-president  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  on  business.  He  left  for  Duluth 
Tuesday  night.  L.  P.  Ecker,  auditor  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  Railroad  Co.,  Columbus,  accompanied 
him. 

John  G.  Richards  of  Braddock,  Pa.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  coal 
land  just  east  of  Hammond,  Ind.,  the  considera¬ 
tion  being  $150,000.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ards  will  locate  a  large  coke  plant  on  the  prop¬ 
erty. 

Referee  in  bankruptcy  Loomis,  at  Topeka,  Kas., 
has  handed  down  an  order  permitting  the  Devlin 
trustees  to  transfer  Illinois  property  valued  at 
$500,000  from  C.  J.  Devlin’s  personal  estate  to  the 
Toluca,  Marquette  &  Northern  Railway  Co.,  and 
the  Devlin  Coal  Co. 

Burt  Merryweather  has  severed  his  connection 
with  the  Royal  Colliery  Co.  and  the  Stonega 
Coke  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago.  He 
was  succeeded  by  A.  J.  Maloney,  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  Wentz 
interests  for  a  number  of  years. 

Every  member  of  the  coal  trade  should  be  in¬ 
terested  in  the  National  Rivers  and  Harbors 
Congress,  now  in  session  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
the  purpose  of  which  is  to  demonstrate  to  con¬ 
gress  that  sentiment  has  arisen  in  favor  of  an 
increased  harbor  and  river  appropriation. 

T.  J.  O’Gara,  president  of  the  O'Gara  Coal  Co., 
has  returned  from  Hot  Springs,  Ark.,  where  he 
was  completely  relieved  from  a  severe  attack  of 
rheumatism.  Mr.  O’Gara  took  up  his  regular  du¬ 
ties  this  week  at  his  offices  in  the  Marquette 
building,  and  reports  that  he  is  feeling  fine. 

The  case  of  Edward  Fox,  coal  dealer  at  Spring- 
field  avenue  and  Taylor  street,  Chicago,  charged 
with  giving  short  weight,  will  come  up  in  the 
Municipal  courts  on  December  tenth  before 
Joseph  Grein,  city  sealer.  The  maximum  fine 
which  may  be  imposed  is  two  hundred  dollars. 

Packers  and  other  large  concerns  of  Kansas 
City,  Kas.,  who  have  had  their  supply  of  natural 
gas  cut  off,  are  complaining  that  the  coal  dealers 
have  taken  advantage  of  their  plight  and  advanced 
the  price  of  coal  twenty-five  cents  per  ton.  Rather 
than  pay  this  increased  price  for  coal  several  of 
the  corporations  claim  they  will  now  burn  fuel  oil. 

F.  M.  Boynton  of  Pittsburg  spent  the  early 
part  of  the  week  in  Chicago.  He  says  the  Ko- 
koals  in  Pittsburg  are  lying  awake  nights  trying 


to  think  of  something  startling  for  the  pow  wow 
which  will  be  pulled  off  in  the  Smoky  City  next 
July.  The  Windy  City  delegation  will  expect  at 
least  a  portion  of  Carnegie’s  millions  after  the 
revelations  “F.  M.”  exposed  to  their  wondering 
gaze  this  week. 

The  stock  of  the  Columbus  &  Southern  rail¬ 
road,  which  owns  twenty-five  miles  of  road  be¬ 
tween  Wyandotte  and  a  point  near  Blooming- 
ville,  Ohio,  has  been  purchased  by  E.  B.  Bing¬ 
ham  of  Toledo,  representing  New  York  capital¬ 
ists.  The  road  will  be  completed  to  Lancaster, 
thence  to  McArthur  and  to  a  point  on  the  Ohio 
river,  probably  Gallipolis.  Contracts  have  been 
awarded  for  the  extension. 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  coal  throughout  New 
Mexico  great  distress  is  being  felt  by  all  classes. 

A  few  tons  which  were  in  storage  at  Carlsbad 
about  a  week  ago  sold  for  twenty  dollars  a  ton. 
Now  that  there  is  not  a  pound  of  coal  in  the  city 
and  all  that  was  en  route  being  confiscated,  the 
merchants  are  alleged  to  be  burning  bacon  for 
fuel.  The  schools  are  all  reported  closed  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cold  and  zero  weather,  with  two  and 
a  half  feet  of  snow  prevailing. 

Henry  D.  Baker,  fireman  of  engine  company 
No.  80,  Chicago,  was  recently  killed  by  fumes  of 
escaping  gas  while  fighting  the  two-weeks  old 
fire  at  the  Calumet  dock  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  South  Chicago.  When  found  by  his 
comrades  he  was  still  clutching  the  nozzle  of  the 
hose,  throwing  water  on  the  pile  of  burning  coal. 
It  is  thought  that  Baker,  having  inhaled  too  much 
of  the  deadly  gas,  became  drowsy.  He  had  been 
dead  for  several  hours  when  found. 

A  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  Round  Mountain  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
Round  Mountain,  Ala.,  on  the  petition  of_P.  Hine, 
a  stockholder  whose  residence  is  in  Cincinnati. 
Mr.  Hine  alleges  that  the  operators  are  diverting 
the  assets  and  resources  to  another  company,  that 
it  is  not  properly  managed,  and  that  it  is  being 
dissipated  without  real  return  to  the  owners.  The 
furnace  of  this  company,  which  was  recently 
placed  in  blast,  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in 
the  state. 

Mrs.  Francis  S.  Peabody,  wife  of  F.  S.  Pea¬ 
body,  president  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Ameri¬ 
can  Trust  building,  Chicago,  died  several  days 
ago  at  Nice,  France,  after  a  brief  illness  of  ty¬ 
phoid  fever.  Mrs.  Peabody  left  Chicago  the  first 
of  October  for  a  tour  of  Europe  and  after  spend¬ 
ing  a  short  time  at  Naples  visited  Nice.  A  few 
days  after  her  arrival  at  this  city  she  was  stricken 
with  fever  and  died  on  November  twenty-seventh. 
The  body  will  be  brought  to  Chicago  for  burial, 
but  thus  far  the  funeral  arrangements  have  not 
been  made. 

John  T.  Connery,  president  of  the  Miami  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building.  Chicago,  and  well 
known  in  political  circles,  was  injured  in  an  ele¬ 
vator  accident  a  few  days  ago  at  the  Lhiion 
League  club.  Mr.  Connery  was  to  have  attended 
a  luncheon  given  by  J.  B.  Cavanaugh,  secretary 
of  the  Western  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  in  celebration 
of  his  birthday.  The  guests,  having  assembled 
at  the  club  at  1  o’clock,  entered  the  elevator  to¬ 
gether  to  ascend  to  the  fourth  floor  where  the 
dinner  was  to  be  served.  When  the  car  rose  to 
the  fourth  floor  it  stopped  and  slid  smoothly 
down  to  the  ground  without  injury  to  any  one. 
The  car  again  ascended  and  again  failetl  to  hold, 
this  time  descending  swiftly,  jarring  the  occu¬ 
pants  severely.  Dr.  J.  B.  Murphy,  who  attended 
Mr.  Connery,  states  that  it  will  be  several  months 
before  he  can  take  up  his  business  duties. 
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Bradstreet  claims  that  the  increased  earnings  of  the  railroads  for  the 
past  nine  months  is  over  thirteen  per  cent  and  that  the  coal  roads  have 
increased  their  earnings  over  fourteen  per  cent.  Isn’t  it  a  ripe  time  for 
the  railroad  magnates  to  get  together  and  organize  a  United  States  Rail¬ 
road  Corporation  for  several  thousand  million  dollars,  including  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  water,  and  thus  give  the  dear  public  a  chance  to  buy  some 
more  stock? 

The  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress,  in  session  at  Wash- 
The  Waterways  'Hgton  this  week  is  of  international  interest.  Trans- 
CongreSS.  portation  is  one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  civiliza¬ 
tion.  If  the  consumers  of  coal  in  the  state  of  Kansas 
were  compelled  to  pay  the  rates  of  transportation  prevailing  in  China,  coal 
would  cost  them  over  one  hundred  dollars  per  ton.  This,  of  course,  means 
that  they  would  have  no  coal;  but  it  also  means  that  they  could  not  get  their 
grain  to  market  at  a  profit.  The  result  would  be  the  raising  of  only  enough 
cereals  for  local  consumption,  thus  destroying  all  possibility  of  progress. 
Every  article  which  is  manufactured  includes  in  its  purchase  price  not  only 
the  expense  for  labor  and  material,  but  also  the  cost  of  transportation.  In 
primitive  countries  transportation  was  in  the  form  of  manual  labor.  The 
greater  part  of  the  tea  crop  in  China  today  is  carried  on  the  backs  of  men 
to  the  waterways.  As  soon  as  modern,  transportation  systems  are  created 
the  labor  utilized  in  transporting  freight  to  market  is  relieved,  to  take  up 
the  manufacture  of  more  goods  or  to  engage  in  other  industrial  pursuits. 
This  all  seems  simple  enough,  as  we  look  at  it  with  our  “hind-sight.”  We 
are  unable  to  appreciate  the  tremendous  value  of  cheap  transportation  in  this 
country  simply  because  we  do  not  know  any  other  condition.  America  has 
the  cheapest  transportation  in  the  world. 

We  are  away  behind  other  countries  in  the  efficiency  of  our  waterways. 


If  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress  accomplish  their  purpose  it  will  do 
much  for  the  advancement  of  industrial  progress  in  this  country.  Goods 
can  be  transported  by  water  for  about  one-sixth  of  the  cost  of  transportation 
by  rail.  Every  member  of  the  coal  industry  should  be  intensely  interested  in 
this  movement.  Coal  forms  practically  twenty  per  cent  of  all  the  freight 
moved  by  the  railroads.  A  large  percentage  of  this  coal  could  be  moved 
during  tlie  summer  at  a  saving  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  Trans¬ 
portation  must  be  as  low  as  possible.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  as  trans¬ 
portation  decreases,  wages  increase.  During  the  past  fifty  years  the  cost  of 
transportation  per  ton  per  mile  has  decreased  from  $0,035  to  $0.0009  and  the 
average  daily  wage  has  increased  from  $1.23  to  $2.60. 

One  reason  why  the  American  laborer  has  the  advantage  over  almost 
every  other  laborer  in  the  world  is  on  account  of  the  small  expense  of  trans¬ 
porting  the  product  of  his  toil  to  domestic  and  foreign  markets.  Therefore 
every  laborer  in  this  country  should  have  an  absorbing  interest  in  the  result 
of  the  Waterways  Congress.  Szechuan,  a  province  in  China,  has  nearly  the 
same  population  as  the  United  States.  Its  communication  to  the  various 
markets,  however,  is  by  small  boats  and  transportation  is  ten  cents  per  ton  per 
mile.  Labor  is  only  eight  cents  per  day.  It  costs  thirty  times  more  per  mile 
ton  to  transport  grain  to  market  than  in  America.  The  value  of  every  commod¬ 
ity  depends  upon  the  breadth  of  the  market,  therefore  as  we  increase  our 
waterways  we  shall  greatly  extend  the  market  for  our  products.  California 
today  ships  its  apples  across  the  country,  then  over  the  Atlantic  and  sells 
them  in  the  London  market  to  compete  with  the  rates  on  Scottish  railroads. 
Our  cheap  transportation  has  put  many  of  the  Saxon  iron  mills  out  of  busi¬ 
ness  because  we  transport  our  product  to  the  seaboard,  across  the  Atlantic 
and  deliver  it  in  foreign  markets  to  successfully  compete  with  rates  of  trans¬ 
portation  in  Germanj'.  Japan  has  increased  her  foreign  commerce  eight 
hundred  per  cent  since  she  increased  her  railroad  system. 

As  soon  as  our  waterways  are  made  more  efficient  we  shall  at  once  have 
lower  transportation  rates,  thus  increasing  wages,  augmenting  our  foreign 
commerce,  making  a  greater  demand  for  labor  and  bringing  a  greater  reign 
of  prosperity  throughout  the  country.  To  dominate  the  world's  markets  we 
must  either  have  cheaper  labor  or  cheaper  transportation.  Labor  in  most 
foreign  countries  is  much  cheaper  than  in  America,  therefore  to  hold  foreign 
trade  it  is  necessary  that  our  transportation  be  as  low  as  possible.  There  is 
sufficient  freight  for  both  the  waterways  and  the  railroads,  and  as  soon  as  our 
rivers  and  harbors  have  been  sufficiently  improved  to  compete  with  rail  trans¬ 
portation  many  of  the  vexatious  problems  of  interstate  commerce  will  be 
satisfactorily  adjusted. 

So  much  complaint  is  heard  from  shippers  relative  to 
The  Switching  the  radical  rules  of  railroads  controlling  the  switching 

Nuisance.  ^nd  reconsignment  of  cars  that  many  advocate  the 

matter  should  be  investigated  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  commission 
has  no  authority  to  compel  the  railroads  to  carry  out  its  recommendations 
regarding  the  switching  of  commodities  ,even  though  it  should  make  an 
investigation.  Lender  the  Tilman-Gillespie  resolution  the  commission  has 
authority  to  investigate  switching  conditions  and  report  its  findings  to 
Congress.  The  public  exposition  of  some  of  the  rulings  made  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  no  doubt  would  have  a  decided  effect.  In  a  recent  investigation  of 
switching  conditions  in  Louisville  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  railroads 
had  the  audacity  to  ask  the  enormous  sum  of  fourteen  dollars  per  car. 

It  is  a  general  cornplaint  that  much  business  is  lost  because  the  railroads 
do  not  co-operate  with  each  other.  Delay  in  reconsigning  cars  which  are 
on  sidings  is  also  causing  much  trouble.  Sales  agents  claim  that  the  cars 
are  not  moved  sometimes  in  three  weeks.  They  also  e.xperience  another 
nuisatice  which  should  not  be  tolerated.  Oftentimes  cars  of  coal  are  ordered 
by  a  dealer  to  be  delivered  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  cars  per  day. 
Some  of  the  railroads  in  handling  the  business  bunch  four  or  five  shipments 
together,  thus  delivering  twelve  or  more  cars  in  one  day;  such  a  large 
number  that  the  dealer  cannot  promptly  unload  them.  He  is  then  charged 
demurrage.  These  conditions  seem  to  form  an  argument  for  a  general  car 
clearing  house,  which  should  be  under  government  control  and  the  cars  dis¬ 
tributed  to  shippers  on  the  basis  of  the  highest  interest  of  commerce.  The 
railroads  have  received  from  the  state  a  very  valuable  franchise  and  they 
should  be  compelled  to  give  an  efficient  service.  Many  contractors  are  not 
receiving  coal  now  simply  because  their  manufacturing  plants  are  not  on  the 
direct  line  of  a  railroad  to  the  mines,  and  the  railroad  running  into  the 
mining  district  will  not  permit  its  cars  to  go  to  foreign  roads.  This  condi¬ 
tion  compels  selling  agents  and  operators  to  lose  thousands  of  dollars.  It 
also  delays  the  shipment  of  coal  to  dealers  in  country  districts.  The  freight 
cars  should  be  distributed  wherever  they  will  do  the  most  good,  no  matter 
whether  the  railroad  over  which  they  are  traveling  owns  them  or  not. 
There  arc  enough  railroads  in  the  country  to  satisfactorily  take  care  of  the 
freight  providing  the  railroads  are  working  in  harmony. 
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The  “Harmony”  of  the  Secretaries. 


‘The  evil  which  men  do  lives  after  them;  l.ut  the  good  is  often  interred 
with  their  bones.”  When  Shakespeare  made  Marc  Antony  give  e.xpression 
to  this  thought  he  voiced  a  sentiment  open  to  criticism.  It  will  be  generally 
admitted  that  crime  may  be  remembered  for  a  long  time  after  a  man  is  dead, 
yet  it  is  only  the  good  deeds  that  really  live  and  become  a  part  of  the  history 
of  mankind.  The  petty  jealousies,  differences  and  unfortunate  events  are 
soon  forgotten.  They  are  not  worth  as  much  as  the  rotten  leaves  which 
nourish  this  year’s  shrubs.  The  leaves  may  decay,  go  through  a  cycle  of 
chemical  changes,  and  perhaps  in  some  distant  age  turn  into  coal,  but  tbe 
“spirit  of  scrapping”  un¬ 
fits  man  for  aggressive 
business.  It  spoils  his 
disposition,  centers  his 
mind  upon  unworthy  ob¬ 
jects  and  generally  helps 
him  to  attain  them.  It 
is  just  possible  that  the 
association  officers  who 
have  on  their  fighting 
clothes  think  with  the 
poet  of  old  that  the  only 
road  to  fame  is  by  the 
evil  which  they  can  do 
the  associations  which 
they  represent.  1  his, 
however,  may  be  an  un¬ 
fair  suggestion.  Most 
people  who  know  the 
combatants  personally, 
are  convinced,  no  doubt, 
that  they  are  in  earnest 
and  are  trying  to  serve 
their  associations,  as  they 
5ee  it,  to  the  highest  ad¬ 
vantage  of  all  concerned. 

But  the  trouble  is  that 
they  are  too  close  to  the 
scene  of  controversy  to 
view  it  from  a  vantage 
ground.  They  can  not 
see  how  really  ridiculous 
it  all  is.  They  need  to 
get  up  on  the  landscape 
of  practicality  and  dis¬ 
tinguish  between  illu¬ 
sions  and  the  path  of 
duty  which  leads  to  bet¬ 
ter  things.  This  is  the 
age  of  eompromise  and 
co-operation.  The  more 
rational  members  of  the 
coal  industry  are  calling 
out,  “Get  t  o  g  e  t  h  e  r,” 

“Play  ball.”  A  dispute 
always  looks  and  feels 
different  from  the  grand¬ 
stand.  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  is  perhaps  in  an 
advantageous  position,  it 
is  at  the  apex  of  the  tri¬ 
angle.  The  enemies’ 
camps  are  at  its  opposite 
angles ;  one  in  Iowa  and 
the  other  in  Minnesota. 

From  the  lake  front  a  flickering  light  is  seen  now  and  then  from  the  camp 
fires.  Then  there  is  a  dull  monotonous  sound,  similar  to  that  of  a  mine  car 
butting  into  the  wrong  chamber.  Now  comes  the  attack  of  the  generals 
while  the  denizens  of  all  the  border  states,  like  a  lot  of  monks,  stand  in  the 
background  and  wonder  what  it  is  all  about.  Someone  after  wandering 
around  in  the  darkness,  having  lost  sight  of  one  of  the  camp  fires,  calls  out 
in  all  earnestness:  “What  has  all  this  chewing  the  rag  got  to  do  with  the 
service  we  are  supposed  to  get  for  our  annual  dues?” 

After  this,  the  members  of  the  “neighborly”  organizations  look  each 


other  in  the  face  and  study  their  banner.  Then  they  make  a  new  definition 
for  the  word  “harmony.”  Tbe  real  secret  of  progress  in  this  country  is  the 
rapid  and  continual  change  in  our  view  of  life.  This  is  the  power  back  of 
social  and  business  growth.  The  more  rational  principles  of  action  must 
crush  out  the  fallacies  in  the  battlefield  of  Imsiness,  just  as  the  natural  law 
of  selection  in  the  biological  world  eliminates  structural  characteristics  which 
it  does  not  want.  There  are  so  many  things  for  retail  coal  dealers’  associa¬ 
tions  to  live  for  that  it  is  astonishing  that  their  secretaries  would  be  wasting 
their  time  over  differences.  Another  definition  of  harmony  is  “tend  to  your 

own  business,  study  your 
highest  interest  and  de¬ 
liver  the  message  to  Gar¬ 
cia.”  There  are  a  lot  of 
messages  which  the  retail 
dealers’  conventions 
should  take  up  at  the 
very  first  session. 

One  of  these  is  the 
Cost  of  Scrapping  which 
should  be  of  special  in¬ 
terest  to  the  members  of 
the  Northwestern  and 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  as¬ 
sociations.  Whenever  at¬ 
tention  is  diverted  from 
the  real  purpose  of  the 
association  it  is  bound  to 
become  detrimental.  It 
of  course'  kills  interest  in 
association  work  and  de¬ 
stroys  the  confidence  of 
the  members.  Without 
these  essentials  tlie  asso¬ 
ciation  can  not  prosper. 

It  is  astonishing  to  note 
how  easily  any  matter 
which  can  be  made  the 
subject  of  contention  will 
divide  the  members  of  an 
association  into  warring 
camps.  Our  social  struc¬ 
ture  is  so  sensitive  that 
whenever  a  chance  exists 
for  division  of  opinion 
there  are  always  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  are 
ready  to  assert  them¬ 
selves.  The  aim  of  the 
two  associations  must 
necessarily  be  the  same. 
If  each  association  is  de¬ 
veloped  to  the  highest  ef¬ 
ficiency  in  its  own  state 
it  will  not  have  time  to 
bother  with  other  terri¬ 
tory.  During  the  scrap¬ 
ping  period  the  members 
of  the  associations  will 
not  get  the  protection 
which  they  deserve.  ‘The 
Snow  Bird”  naturally 
will  come  along  and  do 
a  fine  business. 

At  the  present  time 

there  are  a  large  number  of  subjects  which  should  be  seriously  considered 
by  every  retail  dealers’  association.  There  is  complaint  from  every  part  of 
the  country  relative  to  the  unfairness  of  railroads  in  charging  demurrage 
when  they  take  their  own  time  to  make  shipments.  The  railroads  secure 
from  the  state  which  they  pass  through  valuable  franchises.  The  legislature 
has  within  its  power  the  privilege  of  passing  laws  which  will  regulate  the 
intra-state  commerce.  Every  retail  association  should  take  this  subject  up 
carefully  and  discuss  every  side  of  it.  When  a  healthy  feeling  prevails  in  an 
association  it  is  possible  for  the  members  to  do  much  culture  work 
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The  National  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress. 


Every  representative  of  the  coal  industry  should 
be  interested  in  the  National  Rivers  and  Harbors 
Congress  in  session  at  Washington,  1).  C.,  this 
week.  The  purpose  of  this  convention  is  to 
demonstrate  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
that  a  universal  sentiment  has  arisen  in  favor  of 
an  increased  and  regular  river  and  harbor  ap¬ 
propriation.  Millions  of  tons  of  coal  could  he 
transported  in  barges  if  the  various  waterways  of 
the  country  were  put  in  navi  able  condition. 
Business  men  representing  commercial  bodies 
river  improvement  associations,  chambers  of  com¬ 
merce  and  other  organized  bodies  from  every  city 
in  the  union  arc  present  and  tlieir  sentiments  arc 
being  voiced  Ijy  distinguished  speakers  from  vari¬ 
ous  sections  of  the  country.  Congress  has  been 
invited  to  attend  the  session  of  the  body  and 
resolutions  will  be  adopted  and  presented  to  Con¬ 
gress  asking  for  an  appropriation  of  fifty  million 
dollars  annually  for  river  and  harbor  improve¬ 
ments. 

In  addition  to  sending  out  more  than  ten  thou¬ 
sand  invitations  to  the  governors  of  the  states, 
mayors  of  cities  and  presidents  of  commercial 
organizations,  one  of  the  members  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee,  J.  A.  Fox,  of  Arkansas,  personally 
visited  the  large  cities  in  order  to  explain  fully 
the  importance  of  having  representatives  present. 

This  move  has  the  full  sanction  of  a  large 
number  of  members  of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors 
Committee,  and  has  for  the  head  of  its  executive 
committee  one  of  those  members,  the  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Ransdell,  of  Louisiana.  The  need  for 
this  move  was  felt  by  reason  of  the  great  discrep¬ 
ancy  between  river  and  harbor  appropriation  bills 
and  the  other  bills  that  are  passed  by  Congress, 
for  during  the  past  ten  years,  although  $143,000,000 
have  been  spent  for  pensions,  $127,000,000  for 
postoffices,  $69,500,000  for  the  army  and  $67,200,- 
000  for  the  navy,  only  $19,000,000  have  been  spent 
annually  for  rivers  and  harbors,  and  yet  there 
are  more  than  $400,000,000  of  projects  now  await¬ 
ing  the  action  of  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Com¬ 
mittee.  These  projects  have  been  passed  upon 
by  a  competent  board  of  engineers  and  recom- 


national  and  the  executive  board  is  composed 
of  three  members  from  the  Atlantic  States,  two 
members  from  the  Gulf  States,  two  members 
from  the  Pacific  Coast,  two  members  from  the 


transport  it  so  that  the  railroads  can  not  make 
contracts  for  prompt  deliveries.  The  dearth  of 
cars,  power,  terminal  facilities  and  storage  are 
serious  problems  which  can  not  be  solved  by  an 
increase  of  rolling  stock,  since  the  space  required 


A  Scene  on  the  Ohio  River. 


Great  Lakes,  one  member  from  the  Missouri  Val¬ 
ley,  two  members  from  the  Ohio  Valley  and 
two  members  from  the  Mississippi  Valley.  Con¬ 
gressman  Ransdell,  the  chairman  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  has  visited  every  commercial  center  of 
the  United  States  since  the  last  meeting  and  has 
found  a  ready  response  wherever  the  mission 
of  the  congress  has  been  explained.  Publicity 
bureaus  maintained  by  the  organization  have 
kept  the  question  carefully  before  the  various 
congressional  districts  and  a  widely  discriminated 
interest  has  been  aroused. 


mended  to  the  Rivers  and  Harbors  Committee 
as  being  meritorious  and  worthy  of  federal  un¬ 
dertaking,  and  these  works  can  not  be  undertaken 
and  completed  as  long  as  the  present  policy  of 
Congress  to  appropriate  such  small  sums  is  con¬ 
tinued. 

The  Rivers  and  Harbors  Congress  is  wholly 


A  View  of  Chicago  Harbor. 


Too  much  importance  can  not  be  laid  upon  this 
need  so  long  as  the  national  government  retains 
the  sole  jurisdiction  of  these  channels.  The 
inadequacy  of  our  rivers,  creeks  and  harbors  to 
meet  the  growing  demands  for  greater  depth  and 
capacity  is  notorious.  The  growth  of  traffic  far 
exceeds  the  ability  of  the  overland  carriers  to 


for  handling  so  many  small  units  at  the  seaboard 
cities  can  not  be  purchased  at  any  reasonable 
price.  New  and  expensive  facilities  must  be 
secured  and  the  through  freight  segregated  from 
the  local.  But  the  cry  still  goes  up  for  more 
money  to  enlarge  the  waterways  while  the  op¬ 
position  to  larger  appropriations  continues  to  be 
felt  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  industries  and 
commerce.  The  demand  of  the  Waterways  Con¬ 
gress  is  for  an  appropriation  of  $50,000,000  every 
year  instead  of  about  $20,000,000  in  three  years. 
Phis  demand  is  based  on  the  substantial  business 
fact  that  money  thus  expended  makes  a  larger 
return  than  that  invested  in  any  other 
enterprise  under  governmental  con¬ 
trol  and  that  in  general  the  expenses 
of  the  government  are  non-produc¬ 
tive.  The  national  government  for 
the  past  ten  years  has  provided,  for 
the  benefit  of  commerce  and  agri¬ 
culture,  from  which  is  derived  its  en¬ 
tire  revenue^  less  than  three  per  cent 
of  the  total  to  improve  our  natural 
and  economic  highways.  The  weak 
spot  in  the  system  pursued  by  this 
government  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
demands  of  so  extensive  a  domain 
are  far  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
national  treasury  under  existing  al¬ 
lotments,  which  apply  about  seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  the  revenues  of  the 
country  to  non-productive  depart¬ 
ments,  and  that  legislation  restricts 
localities  from  taking  such  independ¬ 
ent  action  and  control  as  would  speed¬ 
ily  relieve  their  necessities. 

Present  Condition  of  the 
Central  West. 

The  Middle  West  is  gridironed  with 
railroads,  havinir  S5,6S2  (or  42.20 
per  cent)  of  the  202,471  miles  of  track 
that  are  operated  in  the  United 
State.s ;  its  navigable  waterways  are 
dotted  with  steam  and  sailing  vessels 
burdened  with  the  products  of  its 
fields,  factories  and  forges ;  its  cities 
are  numerous,  large  and  substantially 
built,  one  of  them  ranking  second  in 
size  in  the  United  States  and  sixth 
among  the  great  municipalities  of  the 
world.  .Already  the  Central  West 
contains  more  than  one-half  of  the 
wealth  itivested  in  improved  farms  in  the  United 
States;  it  has  more  than  one-half  of  the  live 
stock  and  neat  cattle  and  it  produces  seventy- 
eight  per  cent  of  the  food  products  and  more 
than  one-half  of  the  butter,  corn,  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  rye,  flax  seed,  potatoes,  broom  corn  and 
poultry  that  are  grown  in  the  entire  country. 
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'  The  Deep  Waterway  Project. 

The  government  project  to  connect  the  Great 
■  Lakes  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  a  deep  water- 
■’  way  carries  with  it  a  solution  of  the  whole  vexa- 
f  tious  puzzle  of  equitable  transportation  rates, 

’  and  points  a  way  to  the  quicker  development  of 
*■  the  whole  country  in  every  line  of  industrial 
■  enterprise  or  agricultural  pursuit. 

It  is  one  of  those  rare  questions  of  public  policy 
;  free  from  any  suspicion  of  politics  or  “graft.” 

Ir  is  a  plain  matter  of  business  touching  the  pros- 
'  perity  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  the  indi- 
-  vidual  profit  of  every  man,  whether  he  he  a  la- 
I  borer,  mechanic,  farmer,  merchant  or  millionaire. 

’  The  completion  of  such  a  waterway  means 
\  cheat)  transfortation  for  the  millions  of  tons  of 
’.  products  from  this  vast  territory.  It  means  a 
F-  great  public  highway  of  unlimited  capacity,  giving 
'  direct  connection  between  our  fields  and  factories 
,  and  the  great  markets  of  the  world. 

[  The  “divide”  between  the  Great  Lakes  and  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  has  been  cut  through 
by  the  Chicago  sanitary  and  ship  canal  _  having  a 
minimum  depth  of  twenty-six  feet.  This,  section 
t  alone,  is  the  greatest  artificial  waterway  of  the 
1  world.  It  was  built  twice  as  large  as  was  neces¬ 
sary  for  sanitary  purposes,  in  anticipation  of  the 
1  present  project  to  continue  the  work  until  tide¬ 
water  is  reached.  That  which  remains  to  be  done 
is  simply  the  task  of  improving  natural  existing 
1  waterways  of  river  channels. 

The  Mississippi  Valley  presents  no  unsolved 
problems,  from  an  engineering  standpoint.  Mil- 
'  lions  of  dollars  have  been  expended  by  the  gen¬ 
eral  government  and  private  corporations  in  ex¬ 
perimental  work.  There  is  no  longer  any  prob- 
!  lem.  The  building  of  levees  is  simply  a  matter 
of  time  and  money.  The  channel  improvement 


is  only  a  question  of  dredging  by  modern  ma¬ 
chinery. 

As  the  nineteenth  century  was  the  age  of  rail¬ 
roads,  the  twentieth  century  will  be  the  age  of 
waterways  and  canals.  In  his  process  of  develop¬ 
ment  man  has  always  followed  the  easiest  lines 


of  transportation.  The  pendulum,  therefore,  is 
swinging  back,  and  the  improvement  of  natural 
waterways  and  the  buildings  of  canals  to  connect 
natural  lines  of  water  communication  are  the 
great  problems  now  occupying  the  commercial 
world. 

Here  in  the  United  States,  where  railroad  con¬ 
struction  and  operation 
have  reached  a  high  state 
of  efficiency,  it  costs  on 
an  average  7.5  mills  to 
move  one  ton  of  freight 
one  mile.  On  the  Great 
Lakes,  where  the  con¬ 
necting  canals  afford  a 
depth  of  twenty  feet,  the 
average  cost  is  .92  mill, 
and  on  the  Lower  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  Ohio,  where 
barges  are  used,  the  cost 
of  carrying  heavy  freight 
is  reduced  to  .1  mill  per 
ton  per  mile.  On  the 
Erie  Canal — a  mere  ditch 
— the  cost  of  moving 
freight  is  but  1.9  mills 
per  ton  per  mile,  and 
when  the  present  plans 
for  a  twelve-foot  depth 
are  completed  the  cost 
will  be  reduced  to  less 
than  one  mill. 

These  considerations 
together  with  the  enor¬ 
mous  internal  commerce 
of  the  United  States,^  a 
large  portion  of  which 
could  be  carried  by  wa¬ 
ter  if  our  network  of  nat¬ 
ural  waterways  were 
only  improved,  have  giv¬ 
en  an  immense  impetus 
to  the  subject  of  canal 
building  and  internal 
waterway  improvements. 

The  watershed  of  the 
Mississippi  river  and  its 
tributaries  embraces 
nearly  one-half  of  the 
area  of  the  United  States 
exclusive  of  Alaska  and 
the  isles  of  the  sea.  It 
includes  1,267,454  square 
miles  of  the  richest  por¬ 
tion  of  the  continent— a 
great  portion  of  which  is 
easily  reached  by  the 
Mississippi  and  its  navi¬ 
gable  tributaries.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  this  inland  system 
of  water  communication, 
the  late  Senator  Ingalls 
said;  “It  is  equivalent 
to  a  land-locked  harbor, 
an  estuary  or  arm  of  the 
sea,  pentrating  into  the 


heart  of  the  North  American  continent  farther 
than  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  with  a  coast 
line  32,000  miles  in  length  having  hundreds  of 
prosperous  towns  and  cities  and  innumerable 
ports  and  havens  from  which  the  agricultural 
and  manufactured  products  of  one-third  of  the 


arable  surface  of  the  United  States  can  be  shipped 
to  all  parts  of  the  globe.”  .... 

It  is  not  strange,  then,  that  the  Mississippi 
river  has  always  been  regarded  as  the  commercial 
kev  to  the  continent. 

We  are  in  the  habit  of  applying  the  term  “Mis¬ 
sissippi  Valley”  to  the  entire  watershed  of  the 
system  of  drainage  of  which  the  J^ower  Missis¬ 
sippi  is  the  funnel.  This  is  not  strictly  accurate. 
The  great  river  has  a  valley  of  its  own.  ^  And  to 
understand  the  engineering  difficulties  to  be  over¬ 
come  in  making  the  most  of  the  lower  channel 
as  a  commercial  highway,  the  extent  and  topog¬ 
raphy  of  this  immediate  valley  -must  be  made 
familiar  to  the  reader. 

From  St.  Paul  to  Cape  Girardeau,  a  few  miles 
above  Cairo,  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  is 
guarded  by  a  line  of  bluffs  on  either  side.  This 
valley  in  no  place  exceeds  a  few  miles  in  width. 
Through  this  valley,  hugging  the  bluffs  first  on 
one  side  then  on  the  other,  the  great  river  winds 
its  picturesque  course. 

But  below  Cape  Girardeau  the  highlands  recede 
leaving  a  valley  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  miles 
in  width,  which  finally  expands  into  the  low 
coastal  plains  extending  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
the  sea. 

You  may  ask  what  has  this  to  do  with  the 
improvement  of  the  Mississippi  as  a  comrnercial 
waterway?  It  has  everything  to  do  with  it. 
The  confining  of  the  channel  within  limits  so  that 
it  can  not  break  out  over  this  valley  in  its  highest 
floods  is  the  most  important  factor  in  the  navi¬ 
gation  problem. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1892,  that  Congress 
was  converted  to  the  levee  theory  and  appro¬ 
priated  in  the  river  and  harbor  bill  $20,000,000 
with  an  authorization  of  $27,000,000  more  to  be 
provided  under  the  continuing  contract  system. 
Of  this  $10,000,000  was  to  be  expended  on  the 
Mississippi  river  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf,  and 
$6,000,000  above  Cairo.  Four  years  later  $9,000,- 
000  more  was  appropriated  to  be  expended  on 
the  lower  river. 

Most  of  this  money  has  been  expended  for 
levee  work.  So  that  today  the  lower  river,  which 
in  times  of  flood,  once  spread  over  vast  areas 
of  rich  lowlands,  is  now  confined  between  walls 
and  compelled  to  do  its  own  work  of  excavation. 

Under  the  present  system,  the  commission 
works  along  three  lines.  First,  the  river  is 
confined  to  a  limited  area  by  constructing  levees 
to  prevent  the  overflow  in  times  of  flood.  These 
leeves  are  built  of  earth  at  a  distance  ranging 
from  a  few  rods  to  a  half  mile  from  the  channel 
and  extending  from  a  few  feet  to  twenty  feet  in 
height.  Their  base  is  five  times  the  height  and 
the  slopes  are  set  with  a  hardy  grass_  to  prevent 
washing.  Second,  the  river  banks  in  exposed 
quarters  are  protected  with  “matting,”  a  structure 
composed  of  layers  of  stone  and  willow.  Third, 
the  channel  is  kept  to  a  minimum  depth  of  twelve 
feet  by  dredging  when  necessary. 

The  work  of  leveeing  will  take  some  years  to 
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complete.  'I'lic  government  is  not  doing  it  alone 
but  is  being  aided  by  various  local  levee  districts, 
the  money  being  raised  by  a  tax  on  the  territory 
benefited.  Rivers  like  the  St.  Francis,  the  Yazoo, 
the  Arkansas  and  the  Red  have  yet  to  be  con¬ 
fined  by  a  levee  system  of  their  own  to  prevent 
back-water  in  times  of  general  floods. 

Just  what  effect  a  complete  levee  system  will  have 
upon  the  channel  of  the  Lower  Mississippi  is  yet 
problematical.  'I'hc  levee  entbusiasts  claim  that  it 
will  ultimately  afford  a  minimum  of  twenty  feet 
in  ordinary  stages  of  water,  'fhe  building  of 
reservoirs  on  the  upper  tributaries  will  have  a 
tendency  to  regulate  the  stage  of  water  b)'  dis¬ 
tributing  the  flow.  Such  details  will  be  carefully 
worked  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  present  there  is  no  reason  wh\’  ocean-going 
vessels  should  not  load  at  the  wharves  of  Mem- 
[)his.  And  with  the  confining  of  the  channel  and 
the  conservation  of  storm-waters  to  be  used  in 
times  of  need,  to  iiredict  that  a  fourteen  to  twenty 
foot  channel  will  he  maintained  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Illinois,  and  thence  to  Chicago,  is  in  no  way 
extravagant. 

'fhe  importance  of  our  internal  waterways 
and  the  amount  of  our  internal  traffic  are  not 
realized  by  the  average  citizen  who  has  not  given 
special  attention  to  the  subject. 

For  instance,  the  tonnage  passing  the  canals 
at  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  during  the  season  of 
1905 — a  period  of  only  250  days — ^aggregarted 
more  than  47,000,000  net  tons.  A  tonnage  three 
times  greater  than  that  of  the  Suez  Canal,  and 
more  than  that  of  the  Suez,  the  Kiel  and  the 
Manchester  canals  combined.  And  this  enormous 
tonnage  represented  only  the  commerce  of  Lake 


Superior,  a  mere  fraction  of  that  carried  on  the 
Great  Lakes. 

It  is  impossible  to  get  at  the  tonnage  carried 
on  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi  rivers,  but  its 
total  would  be  astounding. 

In  the  matter  of  waterway  improvements  we 
are  way  behind  the  times.  The  plodding  Dutch, 
with  their  little  backyard  tucked  away  in  a  corner 
of  Europe,  have  expended  $1,500,000,000  in  the 
construction  of  two  thousand  miles  of  waterways. 
France  maintains  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
miles  of  waterways  and  canals.  Germany  main¬ 
tains  over  twelve  thousand  miles  of  internal 
waterways,  three  thousand  miles  of  which  are 
canals. 

So  far,  our  government  has  expended  some¬ 
thing  like  $.'>00,000,000  on  river  and  harbor  im¬ 
provements,  while  F'rance  during  practically  the 
same  period  expended  more  than  $700  000,000. 

The  expenditure  of  $50,000,000  on  the  Lower 
Mississippi  during  the  next  ten  years  would  be 
of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  whole  Middle  West. 
Not  only  would  it  bring  the  ocean  and  the 
world’s  markets  eight  hundred  miles  nearer  the 
center  of  the  nation,  but,  being  the  great  funnel 
through  which  the  trade  of  the  Central  West 


will  pass  when  the  Panama  Canal  is  completed, 
it  would  stimulate  the  improvements  of  our  minor 
waterways  and  thus  save  millions  to  the  agricult¬ 
ural  and  industrial  producer. 

Water  vs.  Rail  Transportation. 

On  the  Erie  canal  the  cost  of  transportation  is 
1.9  mills,  but  upon  the  deepening  of  that  water¬ 
way  to  twelve  feet  the  expense  will  he  reduced 
to,  approximately,  half  a  mill.  pjl.  John  L. 
Vance,  president  of  the  Ohio  River  Imjirove- 
inent  Association,  said  in  an  address  recently  de¬ 
livered  that  “the  heavier  freight — coal,  iron,  steel, 
locomotives — are  today  carried  on  the  Ohio  and 
fhe  Lower  Mississipiii  for  one-third  of  a  mill  per 
ton  per  mile — a  less  figure  than  on  any  other 
waterway  in  the  world.  These  figures  include 
the  return  of  empties,  and  leaves  a  handsome 
profit  to  the'  transportation  lines.’’ 

As  an  exanifile  of  cheap  transportation  on  the 
Ohio  and  ^Mississippi  the  steamer  Sprague  may 
he  cited.  She  has  handled  safely,  in  one  tow, 
70,000  tons  of  freight  in  barges.  With  the  most 
apjiroved  railway  appliances  in  use  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  this  would  require  2,333  cars — making 
a  train  fifteen  miles  long,  not  including  the  loco¬ 
motives  required  to  move  these  cars.  The  rate 
on  coal  from  Pittsburg  to  Lake  Erie,  135  miles 
by  rail,  is  ninety  cents  a  ton,  while  iron  ore  is 
carried  from  the  Mesaba  mines  on  Lake  Su- 
jierior  to  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  by  water,  a  distance 
of  one  thousand  miles,  for  from  seventy-five  to 
eighty  cents  a  ton.  Cargoes  of  coal  arc  carried 
hack,  on  the  return  trip,  in  the  same  vessels, 
for  thirty-five  cents  a  ton.  A  large  manufacturer 


in  Pittsburg,  who  uses  1,500,000  tons  of  coal  an¬ 
nually,  recently  testified  before  a  congressional 
committee  that  his  coal  was  brought  from  the 
mines  to  his  mill,  via  the  Monongahela  river 
route,  for  three  and  one-half  to  four  cents  a  ton. 
When,  however,  navigation  on  the  river  was  sus¬ 
pended  for  any  reason  the  railroads  charged  forty- 
four  cents  a  ton  for  transporting  the  coal  be¬ 
tween  the  mines  and  the  mill,  or  eleven  times 
as  much  for  the  same  service. 

These  indisputable  facts  demonstrate  the  de¬ 
cided  advantage  that  exists  in  the  cost  of  car¬ 
riage  of  coarse  freight  by  water  over  that  by- 
rail.  The  effect  of  cheap  transportation  is  easily 
illustrated.  Take  a  bale'  of  cotton,  at  ten  cents 
a  pound,  and  it  is  worth  fifty  dollars.  It  will 
take  sixty-four  bushels  of  wheat  at  eighty  cents 
a  bushel  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  bushels 
of  corn  at  forty  cents  a  bushel  to  bring  as  much 
money  in  the  market  as  the  cotton  will  bring.  The 
cotton  will  weigh  five  hundred  pounds:  the  wheat 
3,700  and  the  corn  7,000  pounds.  In  other  words, 
it  costs  more  than  seven  times  as  much  to  trans¬ 
port  a  dollars’  worth  of  wheat,  or  fourteen  times 
as  much  to  carry  a  dollar's  worth  of  corn  to 
market  as  it  does  to  ship  a  dollar’s  worth,  of  cot¬ 


ton,  the  rate  being  the  same.  The  very  marked 
disproportion  in  the  weight  and  bulk  shows  why 
tlie  w;cstern  farmer  i-.  so  insistent  upon  cheaper 
methods  of  carrying  his  bulky  products  to  market 
than  those  offered  by  railroatls. 

Canals  and  Railroads. 

The  fear  that  canals  may  supersede  the  rail¬ 
roads  is  not  only  groundless  but  it  has  been 
established  as  a  fact  that  where  railroads  and 
canals  compete  as  common  carriers  the  result  has 
invariably  been  that  the  tonnage  of  the  former 
has  been  largely  increased.  The  waterway  through 
the  Great  Lakes  made  Chicago  the  greatest  rail¬ 
way  center  in  the  world.  The  barge  has  not 
superseded  the  freight  car.  Both  these  means 
of  conveying  freight  are  thriving,  not  only  around 
the  Great  Lakes,  but  also  along  all  the  great 
water  courses  and  the  Atlantic  sea  coast.  The 
waterway  furnishes  the  more  economical  means 
for  carrying  the  slow  and  bulky  products  of  the 
forest,  mines,  farms  and  furnaces;  the  railroads 
provide  the  most  rapid  means  for  tram-porting  the 
costly  and  finished  products  of  the  loom,  mill 
and  factory. 

The  two  are,  however,  competitors  within  cer¬ 
tain  well  defined  limits.  The  waterway  does 
oblige  railroads  to  lower  their  rates  on  all  classes 
of  freight.  For  instance  this  condition  recently 
existed  in  Chicago.  The  Canadian  railroads  were 
competing  with  the  Dominion  canals  in  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  grain  from  Chicago  to  Montreal  and  made 
a  rate  of  three  and  one-half  cents  a  bushel.  The 
.American  rate  was  and  remained  seven  cents  a 
bushel  by  rail.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  the 

Canadian  canals  made  a 
low  rate  which  the  Can¬ 
adian  roads  were  forced 
to  meet  to  secure  the 
business,  while  the  Erie 
canal  was  not  an  effect¬ 
ive  competitor  of  the 
American  roads,  which 
also  owned  the  lake 
steam  grain  fleet,  and 
the  higher  rate  was  sus¬ 
tained.  1  he  waterway  is 
the  only  competitor  the 
railroad  has. 

In  the  carriage  of 
freight  between  Chicago 
and  New  York  —  by- 
water  to  Buffalo  and 
rail  thence  to  New  York 
— the  boats  receive  one- 
third  and  the  cars  two- 
thirds  of  the  through 
rate,  the  boat  mileage 
being  double  that  of  the 
car.  In  round  numbers 
the  railroad  ton-mileage 
is  about  one- fourth  that 
of  the  entire  lake  system, 
while  the  freight  charge 
is  more  than  double, 
showing  a  ratio  of  over 
eight  to  one  for  gen¬ 
eral  traffic  in  favor  of 
water  transportation. 

It  is  not  the  intention  here,  nor  should  it  be 
tolerated  for  a  moment  anywhere,  to  draw  invidi¬ 
ous  distinctions  between  the  barge  and  the  freight 
car.  They  are  both  of  equal  importance  to  the 
wealth  and  advancement  of  the  whole  country. 
F'ach  has  its  proper  sphere  in  the  world's  trade. 
Highly  finished  products,  perishable  goods  and 
those  requiring  rapid  transit  will  invariably-  seek- 
conveyance  by  rail,  while  coarse,  bulky  and  dur¬ 
able  merchandise  may  he  content  with  the  slower 
and  cheaper  carriage  that  is  furnished  by-  water 
routes.  There  is  traffic  enough  for  the  railroads 
and  the  waterways  and  the  more  there  are  of 
these  built  and  improved  the  greater  will  be 
the  demand  upon  them  both  for  the  conveyance 
of  the  products  of  farms  and  factories  to  the 
markets  of  the  world. 

% 

What  the  West  Demands. 

The  .growing  industrial  energies  of  the  West 
will  he  satisfied  with  nothing  less  than  the  canali¬ 
zation  of  its  rivers  and  the  building  of  artificial 
waterways,  both  to  bring  to  its  mills  and  factories 
raw  materials  and  to  carry  from  them  the  finished 
product  to  consumers  at  home  and  abroad.  Col. 


After  a  Rise  of  the  River. 
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John  L.  Vance,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  said  in  a 
speech  delivered  last  fall  that  “it  is  admitted  that 
the  success  of  the  (Panama)  canal  depends  abso¬ 
lutely  upon  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Ohio.”  The  strong  argument  in  favor 
of  legislation  for  the  Isthmian  canal  is  that 
“about  6,000,000  tons  of  freight  would  pass 
through  it  yearly,”  and  these  estimates  are  based 
largely  on  the  products  of  the  Middle  West.  It 
does  not  seem  to  occur  to  the  men  who  are  called 
upon  to  vote  in  Congress  for  the  appropriation 
of  money  for  our  rivers  and  harbors  that  some 
means  other  than  railways  must  be  provided  to 
enable  the  products  of  the  Middle  West  to  reach 
tidewater  at  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Of  the  net 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  government  twenty- 
six  per  cent  is  for  the  army;  seventeen  per  cent 
is  for  the  navy  and  four  per  cent  is  for  rivers  and 
harbors — the  internal  commerce  of  the  country. 
The  anomaly  of  this  proceeding  is  seen  if  one 
stops  to  consider  the  fact  that  the  prime  and 
urgent  necessity  for  both  the  army  and  navy  is  to 


protect  the  commerce  of  the  Untied  States.  It 
seems,  therefore,  like  a  mistaken  economy  to 
expend  forty-three  per  cent  of  the  national  rev¬ 
enues  to  protect  that  for  which  it  contributes  only 
four  per  cent  to  create  and  maintain. 

Waterway  to  Lake  Erie. 

Should  a  ship  canal  be  constructed  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  Lake  Erie,  it  would  give  an  all  water 
route  between  the  West  and  the  seaboard,  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  in  length  as  that  by  rail.  The 
cost  of  this  work  would  not  exceed  $300,000,000, 
but  it  would  enhance  by  billions  of  dollars  the 
actual  value  of  the  real  estate,  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interests  of  the  Great  Middle 
West. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  valid  reason 
why  a  government  as  rich  and  resourceful  as  our 
own,  should  not  expend  the  required  amount  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  and  the  internal  com¬ 
merce  of  this  section  of  the  country.  It  would 
give  the  Middle  West  an  eastern  waterway  open 


for  two  months  longer  each  year  and  remove  a 
restriction  upon  it  for  that  period  during  which 
the  straits  of  Mackinaw  are  ice  bound  and  be 
of  advantage  to  both  East  and  West. 

The  Promise  of  the  Future. 

The  routes  of  all  modern  waterways  are  de¬ 
fined  hy  the  configuration  of  the  earth’s  surface, 
the  courses  of  its  rivers  and  the  location  of  its 
large  bodies  of  water  and  lakes.  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  vast  continental  energies  depends  upon 
two  essentials — the  elimination  of  distance  and 
the  conveyance  at  low  cost  of  raw  materials,  which 
are  basic  in  all  human  progress;  in  other  words, 
that  food,  fuel,  ores,  building  materials,  elements 
that  render  manufacturing  possible,  shall  not  be 
heavily  taxed  by  transportation  charges  in  going 
from  the  place  where  they  originate  to  the  locality 
where  they  are  to  be  transformed  into  commod¬ 
ities  demanded  by  the  people  for  existence,  com¬ 
fort  and  happiness.  The  waterway  alone  answers 
all  these  conditions. 


General  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


New  Enterprises. 

The  Smith  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Hazelton,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars. 

The  North  Fork  Cannel  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Parkersburg,  W.  V.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $300,000. 

Samuel  Winters  and  associates  of  Bartonville, 
Ill.,  have  incorporated  the  Winters  Coal  Co.  at 
that  town  with  $8,000  capital  stock. 

the  Blackstone  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  with  $15,000  capital  stock  at  Blackstone, 
Va.,  by  S.  L.  Barrow,  H.  B.  Jones  and  J.  L. 
Jones. 

The  John  D.  Jones  Coal  Co.  of  Hamiltown, 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  has  been  incorporated  by 
John  D.  Jones  and  others  of  that  town,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $18,000. 

The  Ohio  Iron  &  Coal  Co.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  by  H.  O.  Coughlan, 
B.  B.  Stafford  and  J.  R.  Turner. 

The  Brush  Creek  Coal  Co.  of  Knox  county, 
Tennessee,  has  been  incorporated  by  William 
M.  Jones  and  Kittie  Jones  of  Barbourville.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $20,000. 

The  Gilbert  &  Cole  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Marblehead,  Mass.,  with  thirty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  capital  stock.  John  L.  Gilbert,  Richard  D. 
Cole  and  Sarah  Cole  are  the  incorporators. 

Articles  of  incorporation,  showing  $50,000  capi¬ 
tal  stock,  have  been  filed  by  the  Crolius  Coal  Co., 
Denver,  Colo.  The  incorporators  are  P.  J.  De¬ 
laney,  William  C.  Crolius  and  M.  J.  Whalen. 

'  The  Produce  Coal  Co.  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va., 
has  been  incorporated  with  $25,000  capital  stock 
to  act  as  agents  for  producers  of  coal  and  coke. 
Five  hundred  dollars  of  the  capital  stock  has 
been  subscribed. 

The  Superior  Connellsville  Coke  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of 
coking  coal  on  a  forty  acre  tract  of  land  near 
that  city.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  the 
construction  of  forty  ovens. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Power  Coal  Co.,  Lebanon,  Ky.,  showing  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $15,000.  The  incorporators  are  Philip 
Francis,  D.  P.  Keener,  S.  B.  Bottoms,  B.  T. 
Conway  and  R.  N.  Wathan. 

The  Licking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  with  $250,000  capital  stock  to  take  over 
the  business  of  the  Licking  Rolling  Mill  Co.,  J. 
Droege  Sons  Foundry  Co.  and  the  William  Clark 
Furnace  Co.,  all  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Terry  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  to  run  for  a  period  of  ten  years  at  Miles' 
City,  Mont.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000.  1  he 
incorporators  and  directors  of  the  company  are 
J.  W.  Stith,  O.  A.  Hewitt  and  E.  B.  Clarke. 


The  Phoenix  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  with  ten  thousand  dollars 
capital  stock  to  mine  coal  in  that  state.  The  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  company  are  F.  O.  Rettig, 

F.  L.  Riggs,  J.  A.  Lawing  and  W.  A.  Hunt. 

The  Fern  Lake  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  with  $35,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  are  A.  D.  Campbell, 
W.  G.  Williams  and  B.  B.  Campbell,  and  the 
company  will  have  a  daily  output  of  one  hundred 
tons. 

The  Elmira  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  with  $15,000  capital  stock  to  deal 
in  coal,  wood,  hay,  grain,  etc.,  at  wholesale  and 
retail.  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
F.  H.  Farr,  L.  V.  Shepard  and  J.  J.  Hassett,  all 
of  Elmira. 

The  J.  R.  Barnes  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporat¬ 
ed  to  operate  coal  mines,  etc.,  in  Hamilton 
county,  Tennessee,  with  a  capital  stock  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  incorporators  are  J.  R. 
Barnes,  H.  B.  Bonner,  H.  D.  Huffaker,  G.  T. 
White  and  G.  M.  Price. 

The  Winona  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  to  acquire  coal 
and  mineral  lands,  mine  and  ship  coal,  etc.,  with 
the  chief  works  of  the  company  in  Taylor  county. 
The  incorporators  are  C.  B.  Sperry,  F.  B.  Hay¬ 
maker,  D.  D.  Britt  and  S.  C.  Denham,  and  the 
capital  stock  is  $50,000. 

Within  the  last  two  weeks  coal  freights  to  New 
England  ports  have  advanced  fifty  per  cent, 
owing  to  the  large  number  of  sailing  vessels 
wrecked  since  September  first. 

George  A.  Crocker,  director  of  the  Virginia 
Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  died  recently  at  his  home, 

5  West  Forty-ninth  street.  New  York.  He  was 
seventy-five  years  of  age  and  is  survived  by  his 
wife  and  three  children. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  has  secured 
a  permit  and  will  immediately  start  work  on  the 
erection  of  one  of  the  largest  coal  pockets  in 
Philadelphia.  The  structure  will  cost  $50,000 
and  will  be  of  reinforced  concrete. 

A  cave-in  over  the  workings  of  the  Delaware 

6  Hudson  Co.,  at  Miners  Mills,  Pa.,  is  causing 
great  anxiety  among  the  residents  of  that  town. 
The  area  affected  is  about  twenty-five  feet  in 
diameter  and  over  thirty  feet  deep  in  some  places. 

Jacob  Stambaugh,  Youngstown,  Pa.,  has  taken 
options  on  three  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Pulaski  and  Mahoning  townships.  If  suitable 
transportation  arrangements  can  be  made  with 
the  railroads  it  is  likely  that  development  will 
be  started  at  once. 

The  Coronet  Coal  Co.,  Berlin,  Pa.,  is  planning 
immense  improvements  at  its  Raineytown  oper¬ 
ations,  the  first  of  which  is  to  be  the  installing 


of  an  electric  plant  for  light  and  haulage.  The 
shaft  is  also  to  be  lowered  for  the  working  of 
coal  in  lower  veins. 

Nearly  all  the  large  coal  companies  in  the  Wy¬ 
oming  mining  region  of  Pennsylvania  have  issued 
orders  that  hereafter  all  collieries  are  to  be  op¬ 
erated  six  days  a  week.  It  is  thought  that  this 
will  insure  steady  work  for  the  miners  until  the 
latter  part  of  March. 

At  the  Otto  colliery  of  the  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  located  at  Branchdale,  Pa.,  a  five- 
compartment  shaft  1,400  feet  deep  js  to  be 
sunk  at  once.  The  company  has  also  just  com¬ 
pleted  two  new  1,300  foot  shafts  at  the  John 
Weith  operation  in  the  Heckshersville  Valley. 

H.  K.  Myers  of  Lancaster  and  J.  O.  Reed 
of  Phillipsburg  have  been  appointed  receivers 
of  the  Langdon  Cambria  Coal  Mining  Co., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  receivers  have  been  em¬ 
powered  to  carry  on  the  business  for  three 
months  if  they  found  it  advantageous  to  do  so. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  interest  displayed  by 
members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica  a  determined  effort  is  to  be  made  within  the 
next  three  months  by  the  officers  of  the  union  to 
increase  the  membership.  Rallies  are  to  be  held 
in  all  of  the  mining  towns  from  now  until  the 
last  of  February. 

The  Keystone  Colliery  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Traders’  Coal  Co., 
has  not  been  operated  for  the  past  few  days, 
owing  to  the  recent  trouble  between  a  mob  of 
Italians  and  rnine  officials,  which  resulted  in  the 
stabbing  of  mine  foreman  Duffy.  The  Italians 
who  figured  in  the  attack  have  not  reported  for 
duty. 

The  Indian  Creek  Valley  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is 
said  to  be  accepting  options  as  rapidly  as  pos¬ 
sible  on  10,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Springfield 
and  Saltlick  townships,  near  Connellsville,  Pa., 
and  before  long  it  is  believed  operations  will  be 
commenced.  The  vein  of  coal  underlying  this 
land  is  not  very  thick,  but  it  is  said  to  contain 
excellent  coking  qualities. 

Baltimoreans  are  deeply  interested  in  the  deal 
reported  from  Chicago,  by  which  the  holdings  of 
the  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky,  pass  to  the  control  of  a  ^Ir.  A.  B.  Chisholm 
of  Duluth,  Minn.  The  deal  is  reported  to  involve 
about  355,000  acres  at  two  million  dollars.  Balti¬ 
moreans  have  considerable  capital  invested  in  ad¬ 
joining  properties,  and  are  also  heavily  interested 
in  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  which  management  is 
developing  the  section  in  question. 

The  Sterling  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  completed 
the  foundation  for  the  stable  at  its  plant  near 
Masontown,  Iowa.  It  will  be  capable  of  stabling 
twenty-five  head  of  stock  and  will  be  modernly 
equipped  with  harness  rooms,  box  stalls,  feed 
bins  and  feed  chutes.  The  structure  will  be  of 
red  brick  and  it  is  expected  will  be  ready  for  use 
in  about  a  month.  The  engine  foundation  is  also 
nearly  completed  and  a  24.x36-inch  Vulcan  engine 
is  to  be  installed  in  the  near  future. 
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The  cold  wave  which  prevailed  since  the  first 
of  the  week,  sending  the  temperature  down  to 
zero  in  most  of  the  eastern  localities,  has  given 
the  anthracite  coal  trade  an  impetus  that  is  being 
felt  by  all  interests.  The  producing  companies, 
who  have  been  unable  to  catch  up  on  the  business 
received  during  the  past  two  months  are  feeling 
the  current  heavy  demand  quite  keenly.  The  conr 
tinned  short  supply  of  cars  is  not  helping  the 
situation  any,  and  it  is  difficult  for  the  transpor¬ 
tation  companies,  in  all  cases  of  apparent  need,  to 
fill  the  requirements.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
business  sent  in  will  necessarily  be  held  over  for 
such  periods  of  time  as  occasion  may  permit  of 
freer  delivery.  The  demand  from  the  trade  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  contributing  lines  is  of  such  a  volume 
that  it  absorbs  most  of  the  coal  coming  forward 
from  the  mines,  leaving  but  a  small  quantity  to 
go  into  foreign  territory.  All  consuming  centers 
seem  to  reflect  the  greater  activity  about  alike, 
and  it  is  very  apparent  in  the  retail  departments 
of  the  business,  showing  a  large  distribution  now 
going  into  consumption. 

Western  Shipments  Large. 

Shipment  to  the  upper  lake  points  are  compara¬ 
tively  heavy,  considering  that  cars  are  not  more 
plentiful,  but  it  is  being  pushed  forward  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  possible  to  fill  the  requirements  before  ice 
makes.  While  stocks  at  the  lake  loading  ports  are 
short,  it  is  now  believed  that  the  lake  season  will 
remain  open  for  shipment  another  two  weeks, 
which  is  likely  to  fill  up  those  storage  places. 
The  demand  for  all  rail  coal  to  go  west  in  box 
cars  is  in  excess  of  what  can  be  shipped  to  it  at 
the  present  time.  Cars  of  this  class  are  not  in 
good  supply,  with  extra  labor  needed  at  the  mines 
for  loading  them  is  also  short,  though  this  is 
likely  to  be  relieved  when  navigation  closes,  as 
cars  are  released  from  that  trade.  The  tendency 
of  railroads  which  had  allowed  their  cars  to  go 
west  on  other  traffic  than  coal,  is  to  make  everv 
effort  to  secure  their  return  for  use  on  the  indi¬ 
vidual  systems.  The  demand  from  this  trade  is 
very  large  and  shippers  look  forward  to  a  pro¬ 
tracted  period  of  heavy  shipments  upon  it. 

Line  Trade  Active. 

More  orders  are  being  received  from  this  class 
of  trade  than  can  possibly  be  shipped  to  it  within 
the  limited  time  specified.  Shippers,  however,  are 
not  accepting  anything  at  present,  further  than 


to  enter  the  wants  on  their  books,  and  make  de¬ 
liveries  upon  them  to  their  best  ability.  Con¬ 
siderable  business  that  had  been  hooked  in  Octo¬ 
ber  remains  unfilled,  ami  is  of  course  also  true 
of  November  with  what  has  since  come  in.  No 
one  is  particularly  suffering  for  the  want  of  coal, 
but  the  delay  in  taking  on  supplies  earlier  has 
made  the  dealers  short,  though  where  actual 
needs  are  known  to  occur,  shipments  are  made 
in  preference  to  give  relief.  A  considerable 
amount  of  the  accumulated  tomiarc  in  shippers’ 
hands  will  likely  be  carried  over  for  some  time, 
being  later  canceled,  as  the  orders  are  filled  from 
one  source,  where  they  had  been  duplicated  in 
different  shippers’  hands.  The  New  ICngland  trade 
undoubtedly  feels  the  situation  most  keenly,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  restrictions  of  transportation  to  it, 
making  supplies  short  in  many  instances. 

The  coastwise  markets  maintain  a  steady  act¬ 
ivity,  and  with  occasional  days  of  bad  weather,  it 
is  keeping  barges  busy  through  these  delays,  to 
furnish  all  the  coal  needed.  Though  the  winter  is 
at  hand,  it  is  said  there  is  but  little  if  any  coal  in 
stock  at  the  companies’  storage  pockets  at  the 
eastern  ports.  The  trade  having  come  with  a 
rush  this  year,  it  has  been  impossible  to  store 
the  usual  supply  at  them.  Business  along  the 
sound  is  quite  active,  a  quantity  of  it  being  re¬ 
shipped  all  rail  from  the  discharging  ports. 

New  York  harbor  is  taking  considerable  coal 
and  schedule  figures  on  all  grades  are  well  up¬ 
held.  The  steam  sizes  are  in  large  demand,  with 
a  tendency  toward  a  short  supply  on  No.  2  buck¬ 
wheat.  Prices  are  very  firm,  and  it  is  not  un¬ 
likely  that  premiums  will  be  paid  for  it  if  the 
shortage  increases. 

Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  is  in  a 
strong  qpndition.  The  demand  exceeds  the, sup¬ 
ply  at  all  ports.  Car  supply  continues  to  be  the 
feature  affecting  things  to  the  greatest  extent. 
The  car  supply  affected  by  the  territory  in  ques¬ 
tion  in  some  localities  ranges  down  to  ten  per 
cent  of  the  requirements,  and  in  others  it  is  up 
above  fifty  per  cent,  though  no  one  is  getting  the 
full  supply  they  desire.  This  is  causing  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  not  being  able  to  supply  sufficient  coal  to 
keep  contractors  going,  and  the  sharp  cold  spell 
during  the  current  week  has  compelled  shippers 
to  turn  over  to  the  tidewater  points  all  the  coal 
that  they  have  had  near  at  hand  for  the  purposes 
of  getting  the  last  cargoes  in  before  ice  makes. 
In  the  event  of  storms  or  bad  weather  prevailing, 
there  is  going  to  be  some  distress  for  the  want  of 
coal  in  many  quarters.  We  hear  from  several 


sources  of  people  postponing  until  the  last  mo¬ 
ment  getting  in  winter  supplies,  and  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  has  prevented  that  being  done  to  any  great 
extent  in  the  last  month.  The  car  supply  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  material  effect  upon  the  labor  market, 
which  is  short  of  men,  and  where  it  does  not  get 
steady  work,  which  is  almost  impossible  by  rea¬ 
son  of  this  shortage,  the  labor  moves  along  to 
the  next  mine,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  the 
operators  to  keep  a  sufficient  force  on  hand. 
'I his,  of  course,  brings  about  an  unreliable  con¬ 
dition  that  is  an  undesirable  feature  at  any  time, 
and  especially  at  this  time. 

Export  trade  is  a  little  excited  and  willing  to 
pay  high  prices  to  procure  bottoms  to  take  in  a 
quantity  of  coal  at  this  time.  We  hear  of  ad¬ 
vances  up  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  for  vessels  over  the 
rates  of  a  month  ago. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  active,  and  many  or¬ 
ders  are  in  the  hands  of  shippers  from  that  ter¬ 
ritory.  The  short  coal  supply  at  the  loading 
ports  is  preventing  heavy  shipments  to  that  ter¬ 
ritory,  though  the  vessels  available  seem  to  be 
sufficient  for  the  demands,  and  is  only  limited  on 
account  of  car  supply. 

Trade  along -the  sound  is  calling  for  a  fair 
amount  of  coal,  indeed  more  than  can  be  supplied 
it,  and  the  sound  barges  are  so  scarce  that  it  pre¬ 
vents  large  supplies  getting  to  this  territory. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  taking  all  the  coal 
arriving  at  the  shipping  ports,  and  there  is  con¬ 
siderable  shortage  of  it  for  this  market,  this  ap¬ 
plying  more  particularly  to  the  better  grades, 
though  the  cheaper  coals  of  West  Virginia  are 
not  shipped  to  tide  water  so  freely  due  to  the  de¬ 
mand  for  them  in  the  west.  Prices  current  aje 
firm  and  range  from  $2.60@2.70  f.  o.  b.  New  York 
harbor  shipping  ports  for  the  lower  grades  of 
coal,  with  the  better  grades  selling  for  $2.75  up 
to  $3  and  over. 

All  rail  trade  is  quite  active,  and  prices  are 
quoted  at  about  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  mines,  with  more 
orders  obtained  than  can  be  shipped.  Car  supply 
is  variable  as  to  quantity,  ranging  from  ten  per 
cent  to  some  parties  and  fifty  per  cent  to  others. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  seem  to 
be  in  fair  supply. 

We  quote  current  freight  rates  from  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Newport  News,  Norfolk  and  Baltimore  to 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  $1  and  discharge, 
with  loading  and  discharging  clause;  to  the 
sound,  eighty-five  cents.  The  delay  in  water 
transportation  has  not  been  so  serious  during  the 
week  as  was  the  case  previously,  though  it  is  not 
yet  entirely  regular.  The  cold  snap  is  likely  to 
close  the  Maine  ice  ports,  and  this  will  tie  up 
the  smaller  craft  for  the  winter. 


Market  News  from  Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  December  4. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.} — Bituminous  coal  conditions  are  no 
better  than  last  reported.  The  mining  situation 
along  the  Allegheny  Valley  during  the  past  week 
has  been  a  little  worse  than  at  any  time  since 
the  strike.  The  car  supply  has  been  worse  if 
anything  and  on  account  of  Thanksgiving  day 
and  most  of  the  mines  paying  off  on  Saturday,  it 
has  affected  the  output  of  these  mines  to  a  great¬ 
er  extent  than  at  any  time  during  the  past  sum¬ 
mer. 

The  embargo  placed  by  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  on  cars  for  delivery  to  points  on  the  New 
York  Central  and  in  the  east,  caused  consider¬ 
able  alarm  among  shippers  to  those  points.  At 
present  the  Allegheny  Valley  is  shipping  large 
quantities  to  the  eastern  market,  and  the  fact 
that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  would  not  allow 
their  cars  to  go  to  New  York  Central  points. 


caused  the  shippers  considerable  anxiety.  How¬ 
ever,  the  embargo  was  raised  yesterday  and  cars 
allowed  to  go  forward.  The  situation  has  im¬ 
proved  to  a  considerable  degree. 

The  situation  in  reference  to  New  England  or- 
ders  is  very  much  improved.  There  is  hardly  a 
mine  shipping  coal  to  New  England  points  but 
what  have  shipping  contracts  through  the  winter 
months,  and  if  the  embargo  order  posted  by  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  should  remain  in  force, 
serious  complications  would  arise  between  ship¬ 
per  and  consumer. 

There  is  still  a  most  unprecedented  demand 
for  slack  coal,  and  from  every  indication  there 
will  be  a  serious  shortage  in  this  particular  grade 
during  the  winter  months.  There  is  no  trouble 
at  present  in  getting  from  $1@1.10  per  ton  for 
Pittsburg  slack  and  from  $0.90@1  for  Allegheny 
River  slack  on  a  mine  run  basis,  and  some  of 


the  larger  shippers  have  found  it  necessary  to 
screen  coal  simply  to  get  a  small  grade  with 
which  to  supply  the  demand.  One  large  shipper 
reports  that  he  has  found  it  profitable  to  run 
one  of  his  mines  entirely  on  lump  and  nut  in 
order  to  get  the  slack,  and  while  he  makes  no 
distinction  betw'een  mine  run-lump  and  nut,  it 
enables  him  to  sell  his  so-called  mine-run  at  the 
topmost  price  of  the  market.  There  should  be 
no  difference  in  the  price  of  mine-run  and  slack 
coal,  and  if  the  demand  for  smaller  grades  keeps 
up  there  is  ever}'  reason  to  believe  the  various 
companies  will  make  no  distinction  in  grades  in 
their  quotations,  as  many  of  the  Clearfield  mines 
are  now'  doing,  and  w'hich  is  being  more  or 
less  established  in  the  West  Virginia  mining 
district. 

The  large  number  of  patent  stokers  being  in¬ 
stalled  in  various  large  plants  all  call  for  slack 
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coal,  and  if  the  demand  for  this  grade  continues, 
some  of  the  mines  will  find  it  necessary  to  crush 
the  coal  in  order  to  supply  the  demand. 

Another  feature  of  the  situation  is  the  unprec¬ 
edented  demand  for  coke,  which  has  absorbed  a 
yery  large  amount  of  slack  coal  at  mines  which 
formerly  shipped  large  tonnages  of  this  grade, 
which  tends  to  make  a  great  scarcity  of  the 
smaller  size,  which  under  normal  conditions 
would  enter  the  market. 

A  tremendous  movement  effort  is  being  made 
to  rush  coal  forward  for  lake  shipment  before 
the  close  of  navigation  to  the  northwest,  and  in 
several  instances  the  railroads,  it  is  said,  have 
been  short  and  resorted  to  confiscation  of  coal 
en  route  to  supply  their  own  requirements. 

Cries  and  demands  for  anthracite  are  becom¬ 
ing  louder  and  more  voluminous  each  day. 
Agents  in  the  local  offices  are  bombarded  in 
every  conceivable  manner  with  please-hurry-my- 
coal  requests.  If  the  dealers  generally  would  reg¬ 
ularly  take  a  good  coal  trade  paper  and  keep  in 
touch  with  the  situation  they  would  readily  un¬ 
derstand  why  it  is  so  difficult  to  fill  orders  at 
the  present  time.  If  cars  could  be  procured 
every  dealer  would  be  fully  supplied  in  short  or¬ 
der.  It  is  wholly  a  question  of  equipment  and 
not  coal  shortage,  as  some  dealers  are  inclined  to 
believe. 

Railroad  officials  say  they  are  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  remedy  the  situation  and  renewed  ef¬ 
forts  are  being  made  by  traffic  and  operating  of¬ 
ficials  to  induce  consignors  to  and  consignees  of 
cars  to  load  and  unload  cars  more  promptly.  In 
order  to  relieve  the  situation  the  Erie  and  the 
Lackawanna  railroads,  both  of  which  have  thou¬ 
sands  of  tons  of  anthracite  on  hand  at  this 
point,  are  now  making  shipments  to  the  west  in 
open  cars. 

Local  agents  report  that  frequently  offers  are 
made  to  pay  a  bonus  for  chestnut,  but  none  of 
the  standard  companies  will  accept  any  such 
proposition. 

The  car  shortage  situation  has  become  an 
alarming  problem,  but  it  is  hoped  that  dealers 
will  learn  the  lesson  of  increased  storage  capacity 
and  take  in  coal  during  the  summer  months 
when  cars  are  more  plentiful. 

Announcement  was  made  yesterday  by  several 
of  the  big  coal  shippers  that  they  intend  to  con¬ 
tinue  offering  cargoes  to  the  various  vessel  in¬ 
terests  until  the  expiration  of  the  hull  insurance 
on  December  twelfth.  There  is  no  appreciable 
increase  in  the  lake  shipments,  but  a  good  deal 
of  it  is  going  forward,  nevertheless.  During  the 
past  seven  days  93,450  tons  were  shipped  to  vari¬ 
ous  ports  as  follows : 


Destination. 

Tons. 

Destination. 

Tons. 

Chicago  . 

. .  .52,700 

Sault  Ste.  Marie., 

. .  1,000 

Milwaukee  . 

..  .18,000 

Ludington  . 

600 

Fort  William.  . . 

. . .  9,100 

Port  Huron . 

.  .  550 

Sheboygan  . 

Racine  . 

. .  .  9,000 
.  ..  2,500 

Total  . 

,  .93,450 

It  is  possible  that  the  tonnage  of  this  season 
will  equal  that  of  last  season.  Up  to  date  2,581,- 
828  tons  have  been  shipped  from  here  this  season, 
but  these  figures  are  203,534  tons  short  of  the 
amount  shipped  in  1905. 

Some  of  the  vessel  owners  are  in  hopes  of 
getting '  seventy-five  cents  on  coal  to  the  head 
of  the  lakes  before  the  hull  insurance  expires, 
and  it  would  not  be  out  of  the  question  to  expect 
that  some  charters  for  late  loading  would  be  at 
a  rate  as  high  as  one  dollar  a  ton. 

Frank  A.  Love,  of  the  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  was  a  visitor  in  Buffalo 
this  week. 

Robert  H.  Williams,  of  the  firm  of  Frank  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  has  been  stricken  with 
appendicitis.  A  succes'Sful  operation  was  per¬ 
formed  last  night  and  reports  from  the  bedside 
state  that  Mr.  Williams  is  improving  as  well  as 
can  be  expected. 

W.  A.  Luce,  of  Pittsburg,  general  manager  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Erie  Gas  Coal  Co.,  was  in  the 
city  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  new  Cap- 
pell  Fan  Co.,  of  which  he  has  accepted  the  pres¬ 
idency. 

V 

The  Plumer  Coke  Co.  will  add  ten  new  ovens 
to  its  plant  of  sixty  ovens  located  at  Leckrone, 
Pa.  The  company  is  composed  of  A.  P.  Austin, 
R.  W.  Austin,  T.  Bliss  and  John  Gilmore. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  6. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  shows  the 
increased  activity  of  the  several  weeks  past  and 
becomes  firmer  as  winter  approaches.  There  is 
a  constant  supply  of  orders  being  sent  in  with 
an  accumulation  of  business  in  most  shippep’ 
hands  beyond  their  present  capacity  to  ship. 
The  fact  that  the  coal  has  not  been  moving  for¬ 
ward  in  the  quantity  desired  is  probably  respon¬ 
sible  for  much  of  the  anxiety  to  obtain  prompt 
shipment,  rather  than  an  actual  shortage  of  coal 
existing  at  this  time.  The  car  shortage  continues 
to  be  the  feature  that  controls  the  situation. 
While  there  seems  to  be  enough  equipment  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  trade  on  the  producing  lines  there  is  little 
going  to  points  on  other  roads.  Delays  in  in¬ 
stances  are  also  caused  by  coal  not  reaching 
destination  promptly  because  of  the  shortage  in 
supply  of  certain  sizes  and  grades  of  coal.  The 
upper  Lehigh  coal  and  the  special  red  ash  products 
are  not  produced  in  sufficient  quantity  when  the 
demand  is  large  to  supply  this  class  of  trade. 
Consequently  orders  including  any  of  these  varie¬ 
ties  are  detained  according  to  the  shippers’  ability 
to  furnish  same,  though  in  cases  partial  shipments 
are  made  and  balances  follow.  Chestnut  coal 
seems  to  be  the  size  in  greatest  demand,  and 
more  orders  are  being  received  for  it  than  can 
be  filled. 

Shipments  East  Improved. 

The  coastwise  shipment  to  points  beyond  the 
capes  of  the  Delaware  show  an  improvement  over 
the  several  weeks  past  and  deliveries  to  that  ter¬ 
ritory  are  again  being  made  with  greater  regular¬ 
ity.  The  demand  from  the  far  east  is  large  and 
many  orders  of  last  month  that  were  retarded 
by'  interrupted  transportation  remain  unfilled. 


With  good  weather,  however,  this  should  be 
cleared  up  in  a  short  time  and  avoid  any  crowd¬ 
ing  on  deliveries.  1  he  cold  spell  a  few  day  s 
ago  has  closed  up  the  ice  ports  and  river  points 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  they  will  again  open  this 
season.  Some  of  this  trade  did  not  receive  its 
full  requirement  owing  to  the  coast  storms  pre¬ 
venting  its  going  forward  earlier. 

The  retail  trade  is  very  active  and  some  dealers 
claim  they  are  not  getting  enough  coal  to  meet 
requirements.  Prices  remain  firm  at  $6.75  and 
$4.75  for  pea. 

Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

The  soft  coal  trade  continues  to  develop  a 
larger  amount  of  business  than  can  be  taken  care 
of  through  a  lack  of  cars.  This  seriously  affects 
operators  in  their  production  at  the  mines,  caus¬ 
ing  reduction  in  the  output  of  fifty  per  cent 
and  under  because  of  no  cars.  Much  of  the 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  stringency  is  said  to 
be  in  the  matter  of  car  distribution.  In  times 
like  this  when  the  railroad’s  car  supply  is  reduced 
from  fifty  to  seventy-five  per  cent  of  what  it 
should  be  they  can  furnish  only  this  proportion 
to  the  trade.  But  the  complaints  of  the  operators, 
who  own  no  individual  cars,  is  that  they  are  at  a 
disadvantage  to  those  owning  them  and  insist  the 
roads  should  give  equal  service.  The  number  of 
individual  cars  have  in  some  regions  recently 
exceeded  in  its  supply  over  fifty  per  cent  of  what 
was  furnished  by  railroad. 

Slightlv  more  coal  is  being  shipped  to  tidewater 
and  is  freely  absorbed  with  stocks  at  them  re¬ 
duced,  though  the  all-rail  business  is  strong  and 
calling  for  more  coal  than  can  be  given  it.  Prices 
for  the  better  grades  range  from  $1.50  and  up¬ 
wards  f.  o.  b.  the  cars  at  the  mines. 


The  New  England  Trade* 


Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  6. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  hard  coal  market  in  this  locality  is 
still  active  and  for  stove  and  chestnut  the  demand 
exceeds  the  supply.  If  the  cold  weather  that 
has  so  far  prevailed  during  the  current  week 
continues  there  is  likely  to  be  a  further  rush  of 
orders  that  may  delay  shipments  upon  them  for 
a  longer  period.  The  movement  of  coal  by  water 
has  shown  more  regular  arrivals  at  the  discharg¬ 
ing  ports,  though  a  considerable  proportion  of 
this  tonnage  is  upon  unfinished  business  and 
not  relieving  the  situation  at  the  moment.  For 
egg  and  furnace  coal  the  demand  is  strong,  but 
is  not  so  urgently  pressed  as  the  two  smaller 
sizes.  Shipments  to  the  shoalwater  ports  have 
practically  ceased  owing  to  their  being  closed 
up  by  ice.  Any  cargoes  on  the  way  would  have 
to  be  reconsigned  to  an  open  port,  but  boat  cap¬ 
tains  are  ndt  inclined  to  accept  any  more  charters 
even  to  nearer  by  light  draught  ports. 

Line  Trade  Active. 

With  the  thermometer  down  to  zero  in  Con¬ 
necticut,  Massachusetts  and  surrounding  territory 
the  first  of  the  week  caused  a  flurry  in  the  trade 
which  accentuated  the  conditions  materially. 
None  of  the  selling  agents  can  accept  all  the 
business  that  is  being  offered  and  where  urged 
may  enter  orders  for  later  delivery.  That  a 
large  percentage  of  this  tonnage  now  being  called 
for  will  remain  unshipped  for  some  time  until 
better  facilities  are  available  to  handle  it,  seems 
to  be  the  general  conclusion.  This  indicates  that 
shipment  upon  it  will  extend  well  into  the  winter 
months,  as  it  is  hardly  likely  that  the  sources  of 
supply  can  distribute  the  amount  before  then. 
Prices  on  all  sales  are  very  firm,  showing  no  devi¬ 
ation  from  circular  figures. 

The  steam  grades  for  use  in  the  larger  cities  are 
showing  an  increased  demand,  which  is  difficult  to 
supply.  Notwithstanding  that  heavy  shipments 
have  been  made  to  it,  both  by  water  and  all-rail 
since  early  in  the  fall  the  requirements  are  not 
diminished.  This  augurs  for  a  good  winter  mar¬ 


ket,  which  is  also  true  of  the  domestic  trade,  as 
stocks  in  all  lines  are  generally  considered  to  be 
in  less  supply  than  has  occurred  in  several  years. 

The  Soft  Coal  Market  Strong. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  in  this  locality  is 
very  firm  and  the  question  uppermost  in  the  minds 
^  of  consumers  seems  to  be  to  get  more  coal. 
Indeed  where  spot  cargoes  can  be  had  or  even 
for  prompt  loading,  premiums  over  the  contract 
prices  are  being  paid  in  obtaining  the  standard 
grades.  An  instance  of  this  occurred  but  a  few 
days  ago  when  a  sale  was  made  of  a  cargo  of 
Georges  Creek  coal  f.  o.  b.  Mystic  wharf  at  $4.35 
while  contract  figures  are  only  $2.85  f.  o.  b. 
Philadelphia.  Although  this  grade  is  very  short 
and  after  supplying  its  obligations  has,  as  a  rule, 
very  little  to  spare,  yet  those  in  need  are  glad  to 
get  it  at  the  higher  price. 

The  tonnage  arriving  at  the  Virginia  ports  has 
not  improved  and  is  short  of  what  is  needed  for 
loading  vessels  waiting  there.  Short  car  supply 
and  a  dearth  of  labor  reducing  the  output  at  the 
mines  is  attributed  as  being  the  cause.  Prices 
on  all  the  standard  grades  rule  firm  at  quotation 
and  ten  and  fifteen  cents  over.  All-rail  coal  is 
from  $1.25@1.50  at  the  mines.  Vessels  are  in 
fair  supply  and  rates  are  about  $1.00  to  Boston 
from  all  lower  ports. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Co.  make  the  following  statement 
for  the  week  ending  December  1st,  1906,  and 
])reviously  during  the  year : 

Broad  Cumber- 

Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Dec.  1,  1906..  19.776 

Corresponding  week,  1905...  19.6<S  20,555  _40.j.3. 

Total  for  1906  . 744,075  1,014,84a  l,i58.9-0 

Corresponding  period,  1905. .  676,190  929,646  1,605,836 

Total  for  week  . 

Decrease  for  week  . . . . 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date  .  1.758,920 

Increase  to  date  .  163,083 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.  is  open¬ 
ing  a  new  mine  at  Windher,  Somerset  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  many  of  its  producing  col¬ 
lieries  arc  located.  The  new  operation  will  he 
developed  on  a  large  scale. 

'J'he  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad’s  coal  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  nine  months  ending  September 
thirl  iclh,  were,  in  net  tons,  23,54(),25G  tons,  a 
total  increase  of  3,!)47,.')12  tons.'  This  tonnage 
includes  (>4(),482  tons  of  anthracite,  and  4,30.'>,42i) 
tons  of  coke. 

'I'lic  four  hundred  miners  employed  by  the 
Beaver  Brook  colliery  of  C.  M.  Ifedson  &  Co., 
near  llazelton.  Pa.,  went  on  a  strike  last  Fri¬ 
day  because  the  management  declined  to  pay 
them  on  that  day.  The  company  states  that  Sat¬ 
urday  is  the  regular  pay  day  at  the  colliery 
while  the  miners  contend  it  is  Friday. 

The  National  breaker  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western  railroad  in  Scranton,  resumed 
operations  a  week  ago,  following  an  idleness  of 
about  six  months.  During  this  time  the  breaker 
was  re-equipped  with  new  machinery,  which  has 
more  than  doubled  its  former  capacity.  Employ¬ 
ment  is  given  to  six  hundred  men  and  boys. 

Henry  B.  Clifford  &  Co.  of  New  York,  N.  Y., 
have  acquired  the  group  of  mines,  mills  and 
equipment  at  Como,  Nev.,  commonly  known  as 
the  South  Comstocks  and  owned  by  Guffey,  Gay- 
ley  &  Queen,  oil  operators  of  Pittsburg.  The  pur¬ 
chase  price  has  not  been  made  public,  but  the 
fact  that  the  former  owners  have  spent  over 
$5(^0,000  in  development  work  makes  it  certain 
that  the  figure  is  high. 

The  Smith  Coal  Co.,  of  Hazleton,  Pa., 
was  incorporated  last  week  under  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  the  right  to  mine,  prepare 
and  sell  coal  for  one  hundred  years.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  a  capital  stock  of  five  thousand  dollars 
consisting  of  fifty  shares  at  one  hundred  dollars 
each.  The  directors  and  stockholders  are  E.  M. 
Smith  of  Wilkesbarre,  W.  E.  Smith  of  Scran¬ 
ton  and  J.  Q.  Creveling  of  Plymouth. 

George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the  Reading  rail¬ 
way,  in  an  address  at  Reading,  Pa.,  on  Thanks¬ 
giving  day,  stated :  “In  our  day,  we  need  to  heed 
the  injunction  to  beware  of  false  prophets — the 
present  tendency  to  lend  itching  ears  to  strange 
doctrines.  The  general  education  of  all  the  people, 
which  must  necessarily  be  limited,  creates  rash 
and  superficial  thinking  and  unrest.  It  is  true 
at  times  that  a  little  learning  is  a  dangerous 
thing.” 

S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned  to  New 
York  on  Monday,  after  a  week’s  visit  at  the 
company’s  mines  at  Morgantown, '  W.  Va.  Mr. 
Elkins  reports  the  coke  trade,  of  which  the  com¬ 
pany  makes  a  specialty,  as  being  very  active,  and 
are  sold  upon  all  the  coke  that  can  be  produced 
for  some  time  ahead.  Shipments  upon  the  busi¬ 
ness  is  good,  not  feeling  the  general  delay  by  the 
shortage  of  cars,  through  having  its  own  equip¬ 
ment. 

'I'he  coal  and  coke  traffic  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railway  for  the  three  months  of  its  fiscal 
year,  ending  September  thirtieth,  amounted  to 
2,398,293  short  tons,  which  included  82,559  tons 
of  coke.  The  New  River  production,  1,214,703 
tons;  Kanawha  field.  854,486  tons;  Kentucky,  31,- 
794  tons,  and  connecting  lines,  114,751  tons.  The 
total  increase  for  the  three  months  over  the 
same  period  in  1905  was  247,840  tons.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  tidewater  on  coal  were  703,589  tons ;  to 
points  west  of  mines  1,088,043  tons  coal. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Pennsylvania, 
Beech  Creek  &  Eastern  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  is 
making  an  inspection  tour  of  its  mines  in  the 
central  Pennsylvania  field  this  week.  Mr.  Kerr 
intends  to  give  this  department  of  the  business 
a  considerable  amount  of  attention,  with  the 
view  of  making  such  changes  as  may  be  neces¬ 
sary  in  obtaining  t;reater  economy  in  the  mining 
or  handling  of  the  product.  The  development 
work  going  on  at  the  new  mines  to  increase  the 
output  is  progressing  favorably,  and  is  being 
established  along  lines  that  will  permit  of  prob¬ 
able  lower  costs  in  their  operation. 


'Ihe  efforts  made  to  have  the  seven-masted 
schooner,  Thomas  \V.  Lawson,  recently  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  rated  as  a  barge,  because  the 
vessel  came  to  port  in  tow  from  Port  Arthur, 
were  unsuccessful.  The  custom  officials  decreed 
that  the  Lawson  must  be  classed  as  a  schooner 
under  the  navigation  laws  of  the  United  States. 
'I'he  fact  that  the  Lawson  has  been  converted 
into  an  oil  carrier,  and  like  a  barge,  and  is 
towed  from  Texas  to  Marcus  Hook,  led  her 
agents  to  believe  that  the  vessel  should  be  classed 
as  a  barge. 

Prices  at  retail  in  New  York  city  for  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  were  placed  on  the  winter  schedule,  ef¬ 
fective  from  December  first.  'I'he  quotations  are 
to  the  family  trade:  Broken,  egg,  stove  and 
chestnut,  $0.50;  pea,  $4.75;  red  asli  in  corre¬ 
sponding  sizes,  50  cents  i)er  ton  more,  h'or  the 
steam  trade,  [)rices  are:  llroken.  $0;  egg,  $0.25; 
stove,  $0.25 ;  chestnut,  $(>.25 ;  pea  coal  full  burn¬ 
ing,  $3.85;  Lehigh  pea,  $3.00;  No.  I  buckwheat, 
$:i.35  for  free  burning,  and  $3.  to  for  Lehigii ; 
No.  2  buckwheat,  $2.85 ;  yard  prices,  peddlers 
and  similar  trade,  $5.75. 

Col.  Charles  P.  Horton,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Bangs  &  Horton,  Boston,  died  on  Decem¬ 
ber  second,  1900,  at  his  residence  in  that  city.  He 
was  seventy  years  old,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
college,  fought  at  Antietam,  Gettysburg  and  the 
Wilderness.  Was  a  member  of  Somerset  club 
of  Boston  and  founder  of  the  Lustigonche  club 
of  Maine.  The  firm  of  Bangs  &  Horton  have 
been  eastern  agents  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre 
Coal  Co.,  and  of  the  Maryland  Coal  Co.,  and 
handled  the  entire  large  tonnage,  going  over 
Mystic  wharf,  Boston,  for  years.  The  funeral 
was  held  on  December  fourth,  1900,  at  Emanuel 
church,  Boston,  and  military  honors  were  paid 
to  the  remains. 

The  Lehigh  'Valley  Railroad  Company  report¬ 
ed  for  October  a  gain  of  $145,000  in  gross  earn¬ 
ings,  but  a  decrease  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars 
in  net.  This  was  more  than  offset  by  the  gain 
in  other  income,  so  that  the  total  income  for  the 
month  shows  a  gain  of  thirty-nine  thousand  dol¬ 
lars,  or  about  three  per  cent.  October  is  the 
first  month  of  the  present  fiscal  year  for  which 
the  Lehigh  Valley  has  reported  decreased  net 
earnings.  Taking  the  four  months  to  October 
thirty-first,  as  a  whole,  the  road  has  made  rela¬ 
tively  greater  gains  in  net  than  in  gross,  the 
operating  ratio  having  been  50.5  per  cent  of  gross 
as  against  57.9  per  cent  in  the  same  period  of 
1905. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Anthracite  Board  of 
Conciliation  held  at  Wilkesbarre  last  week,  it 
was  found  there  were  no  cases  ready  to  come 
before  the  board,  as  the  matter  conferred  upon 
at  the  last  meeting  was  asked  held  over.  Presi¬ 
dent  Dettrey  of  the  Seventh  district  was  asked 
as  to  his  resignation  from  office  of  the  Seventh 
district,  that  it  was  heard  he  would  not  be  a 
candidate  for  election.  Mr.  Dettrey  said  that 
this  was  true,  and  though  assured  by  the  board 
that  he  had  been  eminently  satisfactory  as  a 
conciliator  and  had  won  most  of  the  cases  from 
his  district,  he  replied  that  this  fact  was  not 
appreciated  in  his  own  district.  The  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  Seventh  district  at  Lansford  in  Janu¬ 
ary  will  elect  Mr.  McElheney,  president  of  sub¬ 
district  one  of  the  Seventh  district,  as  Mr.  Det- 
trey’s  successor.  It  is  then  likely  that  he  will 
be  made  the  representative  of  his  district  on  the 
board  of  conciliation. 

Consul  Walter  C.  Hamm  writes  from  Hull 
that  the  abolition  of  the  tax  of  twenty-four  cents 
per  ton  on  coal  exported  from  Great  Britain, 
from  November  first,  causes  varying  opinions  as 
to  its  trade  effect.  During  the  operation  of  this 
tax  the  exports  of  coal  from  England,  and  from 
Hull  especially,  have  largely  increased ;  but  this 
has  been  due,  probably,  to  exceptional  circum¬ 
stances.  Chief  among  these  were  the  great  an¬ 
thracite  strike  in  America  in  1902,  the  recent 
coal  strikes  in  Germany  and  France,  and  the 
Russo-Japanese  war.  Each  of  these  causes  cre¬ 
ated  an  unusual  demand  for  English  coal.  Most 
of  these  causes  have  now  ceased  to  exist,  but 
nevertheless  the  export  of  coal  has  continued  to 
increase.  'I'he  quantity  exported  from  Hull  in 


1900  will  probably  be  the  largest  of  any  year  on 
record.  One  result  of  the  tax  was  that  colliery 
owners  sent  to  market  a  large  quantity  of 
“smudge,”  or  refuse  coal,  which  formerly  went 
to  waste.  As  this  coal  sold  for  only  sixty-five 
or  seventy-five  cents  per  ton  it  escaped  the  tax, 
and  so  could  be  exported  and  sold  at  a  very  low 
rate.  This  fact  has  taught  the  operators  a  les¬ 
son,  and  this  kind  of  coal  will  doubtless  continue 
to  be  used  where  formerly  most  of  it  went  to 
waste. 

It  is  reported  from  Philadelphia  that  the  soft 
coal  operators  are  considering  the  question  of 
an  advance  in  the  price  of  bituminous  product, 
to  meet  the  current  prevailing  conditions.  The 
Public  Ledger  of  that  city,  in  an  interview  with 
h'rank  H.  Wigton,  president  of  the  Morrisdale 
Coal  Co.,  relating  to  the  mining  situation,  is 
quoted  as  saying:  “'I'hat  it  had  become  impos¬ 
sible  to  mine  coal  at  any  profit  under  the  present 
scale  of  prices,”  and  that  other  operators  voiced 
the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Wigton.  Mr.  Wigton 
said :  “It  costs  fifteen  per  cent  more  to  mine 
coal  than  formerly.  'Phis  increase  is  due  to  the 
irregular  car  supply  and  the  scarcity  of  labor. 
Miners  will  not  work  in  a  field  where  the  pro¬ 
duction  is  as  much  restricted  as  in  the  central 
Pennsylvania  bituminous  region.  The  car  sup¬ 
ply  has  never  been  worse  than  during  the  last 
few  days.  More  than  that,  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  is  absolutely  unfair  in  its  distribution 
of  cars.  It  does  not  distribute  them  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  production  of  each  mine.  I  say  this 
advisedly.  During  the  last  month,  out  of  sixty- 
six  per  cent  distribution  of  cars  sent  into  the 
central  Pennsylvania  region,  forty-five  per  cent 
was  composed  of  individual  cars,  while  the  railroad 
company  only  supplied  twenty-one  per  cent.  The 
reason  for  this  is  evident.  'Phe  company  is  send¬ 
ing  its  coal  cars  into  the  cement  and  iron  dis¬ 
tricts.  The  operators  in  central  Pennsylvania 
were  never  worse  off  than  this  year.  We  have 
had  no  cars  to  speak  of  since  business  began  in 
October  last.  The  demand  is  unusual  at  this 
time,  and  prices  have  stiffened  almost  daily.  For 
these  reasons  the  operators  are  justified  in  rais¬ 
ing  their  prices  to  the  dealers  and  consumers.” 

The  rate  of  wharfage  on  coal  boats  in  New 
York  harbor,  which  were  advanced  on  Octo'oer 
first  over  one  hundred  per  cent,  caused  consid¬ 
erable  comment  at  the  increased  cost  that  would 
be  incurred  to  owners  thereby.  The  announce¬ 
ment  by  Commissioner  J.  A.  Bensel,  of  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Docks  and  Ferries  of  the  city,  issued 
on  November  first,  a  new  rate  that  seems  en¬ 
tirely  satisfactory  to  this  trade.  “The  rate  of 
wharfage  on  coal  boats  engaged  in  transporting 
coal  in  the  harbor  shall  be  fixed  at  fifty  cents  for 
boats  110  feet  and  under  in  length,  and  all 
boats  over  110  feet  in  length  the  rate  shall  be 
one  cent  per  running  foot ;  said  rates  to  apply  to 
all  coal  boats  whether  light  or  loaded.  'This 
change  to  take  effect  December  first,  1906.”  The 
old  rate  in  effect  for  some  years  was  fifty  cents 
for  all  coal  boats  loaded  and  thirty  cents  light, 
with  no  distinction  as  to  size,  this  prior  to  Oc¬ 
tober  first.  Upon  this  date  a  rate  was  fixed  at 
one  cent  per  running  foot  for  coal  boats  per  day. 
This  increased  the  cost  to  slightly  over  one 
dollar,  as  the  average  length  of  these  boats  run 
about  one  hundred  feet.  Meetings  were  held  by 
the  large  transportation  owners  to  protest  at  this 
advance,  and  John  Tracy,  of  M.  &  J.  Tracy,  was 
appointed  a  committee  of  one  to  interview  the 
commissioner  in  behalf  of  the  trade,  to  see  what 
could  be  accomplished  as  to  getting  the  rate  re¬ 
duced.  After  several  interviews  and  correspond¬ 
ence  in  the  matter,  the  new  rate  was  agreed 
upon,  and  being  considered  a  victory  for  the 
trade,  much  credit  is  due  Mr.  Tracy  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  handled  the  negotiations. 
The  railroad  interests,  controlling  the  lighterage 
business  in  the  harbor,  also  had  a  grievance,  as 
they  were  advanced  in  October  to  one  dollar  a 
day  for  wharfage,  but  obtained  a  reduction  on  a 
per  foot  rate  of  the  lighter’s  length  at  one  cent 
a  running  foot  on  November  first.  As  lighters 
average  eighty-nine  feet  in  length,  the  cost  of 
eightj’-nine  cents  is  not  as  much  a  reduction  as 
the  boat  owners  received. 
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Ill  this  department  last  week  we  advised  deal¬ 
ers  to  invest  a  little  money  in  signs,  as  this  was 
one  of  the  cheapest  and  best  means  of  adver¬ 
tising  for  retail  coal  dealers. 

One  of  the  best  examples  of  good  sign  adver¬ 
tising  that  has  come  to  my  notice  in  a  long  time 
decorates  the  yard  of  W.  G.  Haskell,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa.  The  picture  accompanying  this 
article  will  give  a  good  idea  of  what  can  be 
done  in  the  way  of  signs.  This,  by  the  way,  is 
one  of  the  best  arranged  yards  in  the  state  of 
Iowa.  This  plant  was  completed  a  short  time 
ago  and  can  be  considered  a  model  in  every 
respect.  This  new  yard  is  60x140  feet,  has  switch 
track  facilities  the  entire  length  of  the  coal 
storage  bins  and  is  equipped  with  every  device 
for  the  rapid  and  economical  handling  of  all 
kinds  of  coal.  At  the  front  on  the  corner  has 
been  built  a  suite  of  office  rooms,  comprising 
Mr.  Haskell’s  private  office,  an  office  for  the 
wholesale  department,  an  office  for  the  retail 
department  and  a  lobby  for  customers.  The 
private  office  of  Mr.  Haskell  is  a  cheerful,  well- 
lighted  room,  with  grate  and  tasty  brick  mantel. 
The  driveway  through  the  center  of  the  building 
is  wide  enough  for  the  passage  of  two  teams 
abreast,  and  here  Mr.  Haskell  will  be  able  to 
house  all  the  teams  in  his  employ.  The  building 
is  lighted  throughout  by  electricity,  and  in  its 
equipment  Mr.  Haskell  bas  spared  no  expense  in 
securing  the  best.  The  bins  are  all  heavily 
floored  with  concrete,  the  scales  are  of  the  best 
ball-bearing  pattern  and  are  set  in  a  bed  of 
everlasting  concrete.  The  offices  are  supplied 
with  toilet  rooms  for  both  office  force  and  yard 
men,  and  in  the  basement  of  the  office  building 
Mr.  Haskell  has  fitted  a  warm  and  cozy  room 
for  the  use  of  the  drivers  and  yard  employes. 
Here,  by  the  aid  of  the  furnace  which  supplies 
heat  to  the  office  rooms,  they  may  keep  their 
dinners  warm,  dry  their  clothes  in  stormy 
weather  and  loaf  between  times._  Mr.  Haskell 
has  acquired  the  property  extending  through  to 
Sixth  avenue,  and  on  the  rear  of  this  property 
he  has  placed  the  large  shed  in  which  his  stock 
of  wood,  ratlings,  etc.,  is  kept.  Thus  his  entire 
business  and  stock  is  under  cover,  and  every 
bit_of  fuel  delivered  by  him  is  sent  out  in  the 
best  of  condition.  In  addition  to  the  fuel  busi¬ 
ness  Mr.  Haskell  will  also  deal  in  cement  and 
certain  building  materials.  To  this  end  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  new  building  has  been  arranged  vvitb 
this  special  purpose  in  view.  Also  in  the  im¬ 
mediate  future  the  old  coal  sheds  which  line  the 
tracks  on  Fourth  street  will  be  replaced  by  new 
sheds  of  modern  construction  and  the  entire 
plant  will  be  enclosed  by  a  high  fence  with 
gates  at  convenient  points. 

Mr.  Haskell’s  large  and  profitable  business  has 
been  built  ud  by  advertising  and  wideawake  busi¬ 
ness  methods,  and  I  don’t  believe  there  is  a  better 
known  coal  man  in  the  West  than  “Billy”  Has¬ 
kell,  as  he  is  known  to  his  friends. 


Newspaper  Advertising. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  coal  dealers  who 
wish  to  use  good  cuts  and  attractive  advertise¬ 
ments  in  their  newspaper  advertising, _  but  they 
lack  the  time  or  knowledge  of  advertising  to  get 
up  “copy”  of  this  kind.  For  the  benefit  of  these 
dealers  we  will  print  “ready-made”  advertise¬ 
ments  in  this  department  that  can  be  easily  used 
with  perhaps  a  little  altering  to  suit  local_  condi¬ 
tions.  Dealers  are  beginning  to  recognize  the 
value  of  publicity,  and  those  who  do  not  believe 
in  advertising  are  being  slowly  but  surely  pushed 
to  a  back  seat  to  make  room  for  their  more  pro¬ 
gressive  competitors.  A  coal  dealer  wants  busi- 
.  ness,  and  all  he  can  get  of  it  on  a  profitable 
basis.  If  he  handles  good  coal  and  conducts  his 
business  properly  he  will  get  a  share  of  the  coal 
orders  of  his  community,  but  he  will  never  be  at 
the  head  of  a  big  business  unless  he  tells  the 


public  by  advertising  the  advantages  of  buying 
coal  from  his  yard.  The  dealer  who  keeps  his 
business  before  the  people  and  asks  persistently 
for  their  trade  is  the  one  who  has  to  figure  on 
enlarging  the  capacity  of  his  yard  from  year  to 
year.  The  dealer  who  is  energetic  but  does  not 
advertise  will  get  the  business  that  is  left,  and 
the  dealer  who  stands  around  with  his  hands  in 
his  pockets  waiting  for  the  orders  to  roll  in  will 
be  forced  to  change  his  mind. 

Give  Your  Coad  a  Name. 

It  is  a  good  idea  to  have  a  trade  name  for 
a  coal,  as  in  this  way  the  coal  and  the  dealer 
are  given  an  individuality  that  they  can  not 
get  any  other  way.  Buy  the  coal  that  you 
are  going  to  give  a  “trade”  name  from  an 
operator,  and  if  you  can  find  a  mine  owner 
who  only  has  one  mine,  so  much  the  better. 


your  locality  and  you  will  be  surprised  at  the 
results. 

A  Suggestion. 

Speaking  of  wideawake  methods  calls  to  my 
mind  an  idea  that  can  be  used  to  good  advantage 
by  any  coal  dealer.  This  scheme  was  worked 
to  good  advantage  by  a  firm  of  Massachusetts 
dealers  who  secured  at  comparatively  small  cost 
a  large  amount  of  valuable  publicity.  This  con¬ 
cern  had  prepared  a  number  of  blank  books, 
which  were  issued  to  the  school  children  on  ap¬ 
plication,  with  the  understanding  that  to  the  child 
who  had  written  in  his  or  her  individual  book 
the  greatest  number  of  names  of  householders 
in  the  city  would  be  given  a  prize.  The  names 
were  to  be  written  by  the  people  themselves,  and 
when  the  child  thought  he  or  she  had  gotten  as 
many  as  possible  the  book  was  handed  in  to  the 
dealer.  The  result  of  such  an  operation  was 
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as  then  your  coal  will  always  be  uniform. 
Uniformity  is  an  absolute  necessity  if  you 
wish  to  have  any  great  amount  of  success 
with  this  idea.  Nothing  will  destroy  the  pop¬ 
ularity  of  your  coal  more  than  to  have  a  bad 
car  arrive,  and  while  your  customers  may 
never  say  a  word  about  your  good  coal,  you 
may  rest  assured  they  will  not  treat  your  poor 
coal  with  the  same  indifference.  Bad  news 
travels  fast,  and  in  this  case  it  is  speeded  on 
its  way  by  the  helpful  pushes  of  a  competing 
dealer  and  you  can  rest  assured  your  com¬ 
petitors  will  always  be  aware  of  your  mis¬ 
fortunes. 

When  selecting  a  name  for  your  coal  try 
to  get  one  that  is  not  hard  to  pronounce 
and  easy  to  remember;  one  that  can  be  re¬ 
called  to  mind  easily.  It  should  not  contain 
more  than  two  syllables.  “Acorn”  would  not 
be  a  bad  name  for  a  coal,  “Try  a  ton  of  my 
celebrated  ‘Acorn’  coal.”  That  sounds^  fairly 
well  and  there  are  hundreds  of  names  just  as 
suitable.  After  you  have  decided  on  a  name 
for  your  coal  boost  that  special  coal  at ^  ever j' 
opportunity.  If  I  was  pushing  “Acorn”  coal 
1  would  get  an  electrotype  of  an  acorn  for  my 
letterheads  and  envelopes.  Another  good 
scheme  would  be  to  have  your  boys  or  your 
neighbor’s  boys  go  out  in  the  woods  and  gath¬ 
er  up  a  bushel  of  acorns  for  you.  Then  go 
to  your  printer  or  stationer  and  get  a  thousand 
common  shipping  tags.  On  the  tags  print 
the  following;  Shipped  fresh  from  the  Mine; 
another  one  of  my  famous  Acorn  coal.  Qual¬ 
ity  the  highest,  preparation  the  best.  Once 
tried  always  used.”  After  the  printer  has  com¬ 
pleted  his  work  get  a  roll  of  fine  wire  and 
then  put  the  boys  to  work  attaching  one  acorn 
to  each  shipping  tag.  Then  out  your  tags  in 
all  the  mail  boxes  or  on  the  doorknobs  in 


this:  Not  only  did  the  firm  have  a  large  number 
of  missionaries  among  the  public  advertising  the 
firm  and  its  coal,  but  they  also  obtained  a  large 
number  of  names  of  people  who  composed  a 
valuable  field  for  possible  future  business.  Over 
a  hundred  young  people  went  around  with  the 
blank  books  with  the  firm’s  name  on  it,  the  firm 
had  that  many  missionaries  scouring  the  whole 
city  and  impressing  the  name  of  the  firm  and 
the  fact  that  they  sold  coal  at  a  reasonable  price. 
It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  every  person  who 
signed  their  name  in  the  books  had  a  remem¬ 
brance  of  the  fact,  and  the  name  of  the  firm  be¬ 
came  imbedded  more  or  less  in  their  memory. 
With  fifty  names  to  each  book  this  would  give 
a  dealer  a  list  of  five  thousand  householders  to 
work  on.  If  he  secured  a  fair  percentage  of  the 
coal  orders  of  these  five  thousand  coal  users  he 
would  have  a  very  profitable  business. 

The  Business  Builder. 

V 

It  is  believed  that  a  convention  of  the  retail 
coal  dealers  of  southwestern  Idaho  will  be  held 
in  the  near  future  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  menacing  conditions  which  at  present  envelop 
the  business  in  that  state,  and  to  endeavor  to  find 
ways  and  means  of  improving  the  fuel  situation. 
The  convention  will  probably  be  held  at  Boise. 

A  petition  has  been  filed  with  Attorney  Gen¬ 
eral  Mayer  by  attorneys  for  the  city  of  Schenec¬ 
tady,  N.  Y.,  praying  him  to  institute  an  action 
against  the  Coal  Dealers’  association  of  that  city 
and  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  for  entering  into  an  alleged  unlawful  and 
illegal  combination  for  the  sale  of  coal,  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  anti-trust  law. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  December  8. 

Witli  the  <T(lvent  of  olcl-time  winter 
weather  in  Pittsburg  the  gas  shortage 
bugaboo  makes  its  annual  visit.  It  does 
appear,  however,  that  this  time  there 
is  much  truth  in  the  news  that  reaches 
us  regarding  the  gas  supiily  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district.  From  various  sources  we 
learn  that  the  supply  is  getting  weaker 
and  less  in  quantity,  and  in  some  cases 
it  has  ceased  entirely.  Several  of  the 
large  manufacturing  concerns  have  re¬ 
cently  taken  out  the  gas  burners  under 
their  furnaces  and  have  gone  back  to 
the  use  of  coal.  This  has  a  direct  in¬ 
fluence,  of  course,  on  the  coal  and  coke 
industry.  Tt  is  not  anticipated  that  any 
shortage  of  the  gas  supply  will  affect 
the  domestic  trade,  but  will  apply  very 
forcibly  to  the  many  manufacturing  con¬ 
cerns  in  this  city  and  the  surrounding 
territory. 

Many  New  Coal  and  Coke  Projects. 

The  general  trade  in  both  coal  and 
coke  in  the  district  is  good.  Everybody 
interested  in  the  twin  industries  is  busy. 
In  many  cases  the  output  of  mines  and 
ovens  is  limited  to  the  number  of  men 
that  can  be  obtained.  Labor  is  scarce, 
and  the  daily  press  carry  standing  ad¬ 
vertisements  for  men ;  the  wages  offered 
are  abnormally  high,  yet  they  are  scarce 
at  any  price. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  region 
has  there  been  so  many  new  enterprises 
projected,  both  in  new  coal  mines,  and 
more  especially  in  the  coke  trade.  Old 
established  companies  are  adding  to 
their  present  holdings  and  increasing 
their  ouput,  and  many  new  companies 
are  getting  busy  with  plans  for  immedi¬ 
ate  operations.  Much  speculation  is 
being  done  in  coal  lands,  and  many 
large  deals  have  been  put  through  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  few  days. 

Increase  in  Shipments. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  labor  is 
scarce,  and  the  car  supply  totally  inade¬ 
quate  to  carry  forward  the  weekly  prod¬ 
uct,  shipments  have  increased.  The  rec¬ 
ords  for  the  past  month,  and  for  the  ten 
months  of  the  year,  show  a  very  heavy 
increase  in  shipments  in  both  coal  and 
coke.  There  is  no  reason  to  presume 
that  the  winter  months  will  be  any  less 
prosperous;  on  the  other  hand,  every¬ 
thing  points  to  not  only  a  continuance 
of  the  present  demand  for  both  prod¬ 
ucts,  but  a  decided  addition  to  present 
needs. 

Independent  Operators  Organize. 

The  independent  coal  operators  of  the 
district  have  finally  come  together.  At  a 
banquet  held  during  the  week  at  the 
Duquesne  club  definite  action  was  taken 
to  form  a  permanent  organization. 
Some  months  ago  the  independent  op¬ 
erators  held  several  meetings,  and  much 
enthusiasm  was  displayed  regarding  an 
organization  of  their  members  into  an 
independent  body.  Nothing  definite  was 
done,  however,  and  matters  were  held  in 
abeyance  until  the  present  time.  In  the 
meantime  it  was  deemed  advisable,  in 
order  to  have  an  organization  that  could 
be  of  real  benefit,  that  one  of  the  heav¬ 
iest  independent  operators,  and  also  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  and  allied  interests, 
should  be  induced  to  join  hands  with 
them.  It  is  understood  that  now  both 
of  these  companies  will  join  hands  with 
the  independents  and  form  an  organiza¬ 
tion  for  mutual  benefit.  This  body  can 
hardly  be  called  an  independent  op¬ 
erators’  organization  now,  as  it  is  un¬ 


derstood  that  all  operators  will  be  in¬ 
vited  to  become  members. 

Prices  a  Shade  Lower. 

The  heavy  demand  for  both  coal  and 
coke  continues,  and  the  supply  is  hardly 
able  to  keep  pace  with  it.  Prices  are  a 
little  lower  on  all  grades  of  both  coal 
and  coke,  except  foundry  coke,  which  is 
about  the  same  as  last  week.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  is  selling  for  $1.50@1.60  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three-quarter-inch 
is  bringing  $1.60@1.70  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine;  lump  is  listed  at  $1.75@1.85 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack  is 
quoted  at  95ciii!$1.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine. 

Although  the  demand  for  coke  con¬ 
tinues  strong,  and  the  market  is  stiff,  yet 
there  is  a  slight  reduction  in  prices  from 
those  ruling  a  week  ago.  Furnace  grade 
is  selling  for  $3.00@3.20  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens,  and  we  are  advised  that  or¬ 
ders  are  being  booked  for  next  year  at 
$2.75@2.85.  Foundry  coke  continues 
strong  at  $4.00@4.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens. 

There  is  nothing  to  report  of  impor¬ 
tance  concerning  the  retail  trade  in 
either  coal  or  coke.  It  is  rumored,  how¬ 
ever,  that  if  the  gas  shortage  continues 
and  becomes  more  serious  that  domestic 
consumers  will  be  affected  and  gas  rates 
will  go  up  to  such  a  figure  that  many 
people  will  go  back  to  the  use  of  coal 
who  are  now  using  gas.  This  will  neces¬ 
sarily  have  an  influence  on  the  price  of 
coal  and  coke  for  domestic  use,  and 
may  cause  an  advance  over  the  present 
prices. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

Reports  come  to  the  surface  every 
few  days  that  the  gas  supply  in  vari¬ 
ous  sections  near  the  city  is  becoming 
scarce.  Already  a  number  of  concerns 
here  are  changing  their  furnaces  and 
will  return  to  the  use  of  coal. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  erect  four  coking  plants  near 
Uniontown.  These  will  be  located  at 
different  points  in  the  region.  Three  of 
them  will  be  400  ovens  each  and  the 
fourth  one  will  have  250  ovens. 

The  Bessemer  Coke  Co.  are  erecting 
a  new  block  of  ovens  at  Uniontown, 
near  the  Greene  county  line.  The  plant 
is  in  a  new  territory,  and  it  is  said  that 
other  interests  will  develop  property 
owned  in  the  same  neighborhood. 

At  the  Griffin  plant  of  the  Bessemer 
Coke  Co.  the  old-style  oven  fronts  are 
being  changed  so  that  the  coke  may  be 
drawn  by  machinery.  This  move  is 
taken  by  the  company  on  account  of  the 
trouble  experienced  in  getting  labor. 

The  Dilworth  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg, 
announce  that  it  will  shortly  begin  the 
erection  at  Rice’s  Landing  of  180  coke 
ovens,  which  will  be  the  first  ovens  built 
in  Greene  county,  and  will  cost  about 
$200,000.  Over  100  company  houses  will 
be  torn  down  and  new  ones  erected. 

The  big  coking  plant  of  the  Connells- 
ville-Thompson  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  near 
Brownsville,  will  soon  be  completed,  and 
it  is  said  that  it  will  be  the  best 
equipped  plant  in  the  region.  An  im¬ 
mense  body  of  fine  coking  coal  sur¬ 
rounds  the  plant,  which  will  be  devel¬ 
oped  at  once. 

Articles  of  incorporation  were  filed 
December  first  at  Dover,  Delaware,  for 
the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Al¬ 
toona,  Pa.  The  incorporators  are  J.  C. 
Hostler  and  Charles  H.  Hammond,  of 


Altoona,  Pa.,  and  Frank  B.  Clarke,  of 
Tyrone,  Pa.  Capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $150,000.  1  he  company  will 

mine  coal  and  deal  in  coal  and  coke. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Laughlin  plant 
of  the  American  Sheet  &  Tin  Plate 
Co.  will  change  its  furnaces  and  return 
to  the  use  of  coal.  Last  winter  the 
operation  of  this  plant  and  a  number 
of  others  were  handicapped  for  lack  of 
fuel,  and  they  do  not  propose  to  run 
such  risks  this  winter. 

The  James  W.  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.,  of 
Cleveland  and  Pittsburg,  has  announced 
it  would  in  a  short  time  begin  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  200  additional  coke  ovens  at  Ells¬ 
worth.  Two  hundred  ovens  are  already 
in  operation.  To  furnish  coal  for  these 
additional  ovens  four  new  coal  shafts 
will  be  put  down  at  once,  and  a  large 
water  reservoir  to  supply  the  plant  with 
water  will  be  constructed.  It  is  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  company  to  give  employ¬ 
ment  to  between  2,000  and  3,000  addi¬ 
tional  coal  and  coke  workers. 

A  large  concern  like  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  is  necessarily  constantly  mak¬ 
ing  improvements  at  some  of  their 
plants.  The  latest  new  installation  is  at 
the  Crescent  and  Vigilant  mines,  at  Cal¬ 
ifornia,  Pa.,  at  which  mines  a  new  elec¬ 
tric  power  plant  will  be  installed.  The 
company  are  also  contemplating  other 
and  more  extensive  and  more  modern 
improvements  in  different  mines.  The 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  are  ever  and  always 
ready  to  put  in  the  most  modern  ma¬ 
chinery  at  their  mines  and  to  construct 
the  latest  devices  for  the  mining  of  coal. 
The  company  are  also  ever  on  the  alert 
for  any  improvements  or  methods  that 
will  tend  to  the  comfort  or  safety  of 
their  miners. 

Comparisons  of  the  net  and  the  gross 
earnings  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  and 
its  subsidiary  corporations,  exclusive  of 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  for  October  of  this 
year,  as  against  the  same  month  last 
year,  and  for  the  ten  months  ending 
October  31,  as  against  the  same  period 
in  1905,  show  a  big  increase  in  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  business.  In  October.  1906,  the 
gross  earnings  were  $.502,440.66,  as 
against  $319,602.28  in  October,  1905,  and 
the  net  earnings,  $233,852.06,  as  against 
$43,686.97.  For  the  ten  months  ending 
on  October  31,  tbe  record  stands:  1906 
gross  earnings,  $4,216,853.25;  net  earn¬ 
ings.  $1,640,459.15;  1905  gross  earnings, 
$2,650,030.57 ;  net  earnings,  $748,984.85. 

The  estimated  production  of  coke  at 
Connellsville  during  the  first  forty-three 
weeks  of  the  present  year  aggregated 
11.869.915  tons,  nearly  a  million  tons  in 
excess  of  the  production  in  1905  and  al¬ 
most  four  millions  greater  than  that  of 
1904.  Cars  required  to  handle  the  cur¬ 
rent  year’s  movement  numbered  621.641, 
of  which  198.924  were  destined  to  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  the  river,  344,098  to  points 
west  of  Pittsburg  and  78,619  to  points 
east  of  Connellsville.  Similar  total  ship¬ 
ments  were  handled  in  1905  by  568.204 
cars,  and  in  1904  by  418,209  cars.  The 
difference  in  cars  required  from  1904  to 
1906  is  203,432  cars.  The  question  is 
raised,  Were  there  that  manv  cars  suit¬ 
able  to  baul  coke  manufactured  in  the 
two  years? 

Alleging  that  J.  W.  Friend  and  F.  N. 
Hoffstott,  the  largest  stockholders  of  C. 
Jutte  &  Co.,  are  trying  to  wreck  the 
company  and  dispose  of  it  to  other 
parties.  Louis  A.  Jung,  J.  T.  Gilchrist. 
H,  Gilchrist  and  M.  A.  Gilchrist,  all 
stockholders,  ask  for  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver.  Suit  was  filed  in  common 
pleas  court,  and  many  irre.gularities  are 
alleged  against  the  defendants.  The 
plaintiffs  own  stock  in  C.  Jutte  &  Co.  to 
the  value  of  $210,000,  but  say  the  de¬ 
fendants  own  enough  to  control  and 
dominate  the  affairs  of  the  concern.  The 
Jutte  Co.,  it  is  alleged,  controls  2.400 
acres  of  undeveloped  coal  lands  and  has 
bonds  outstanding  to  the  amount  of 
$1,600,000.  Some  of  the  stock  controlled 
bv  tbe_  defendants,  it  is  alleged,  is  that 
which  is  in  dispute  and  in  court,  it  being 
alleged  that  it  belongs  to  W.  C.  Jutte. 
deceased.  The  plaintiffs  say  that  Friend 


and  Hoffstott  are  about  to  make  a  sale 
of  all  the  assets  of  the  Jutte  Co.  ex¬ 
cept  the  coal  lands.  It  is  said  that  if 
these  are  sold  there  will  be  nothing  left 
for  the  Jutte  Co.  but  the  coal  lands, 
which  will  be  sold  on  foreclosure  pro¬ 
ceedings  at  sacrifice  prices.  This  is  al¬ 
leged  to  be  the  illegal  scheme  of  the  de- 
.  fendants. 

Another  step  in  the  formation  of  an 
independent  organization  of  coal  op¬ 
erators  in  the  Pittsburg  district  was 
made  on  Tuesday  night,  following  a 
banquet  of  independents  at  the  Duquesne 
club,  at  which  the  guests  of  honor  were 
Francis  L.  Robbins,  W.  R.  Woodford 
and  S.  M.  Wallace.  John  H.  Jones,  of 
the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  was  chairman 
and  toastrnaster.  The  speakers  included 
Mr.  Robbins,  Mr.  Woodford,  Mr.  Wal¬ 
lace,  all  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  and 
George  A.  Magoon,  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  The  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  in  the 
project  is  now  assured.  At  the  brief 
business  session  held  in  connection  with 
the  banquet  Francis  L.  Robbins,  W.  R. 
Woodford,  J.  G.  Patterson,  George  A. 
Magoon  and  J.  T.  M.  Stonewall  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  a 
basis  for  the  establishment  of  an  inde¬ 
pendent  co-operative  association  for  the 
Pittsburg  district. 

It  is  reported  that  some  Pittsburg 
dealers  in  anthracite  coal  are  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  people  of  this  vicinity  to  the 
extent  of  240  pounds  to  the  ton.  That 
is,  in  the  ignorance  of  the  people  re¬ 
garding  an  act  of  the  legislature  of. 
June  twenty-sixth,  1905,  the  dealers  are 
selling  anthracite  coal  at  2,000  pounds 
to  the  ton.  The  law  requires  that  the 
anthracite  ton  be  2,240  pounds.  Re¬ 
cently  a  local  dealer  received  an  order 
from  a  well-known  Pittsburg  resident 
for  five  tons  of  anthracite  coal.  The 
consumer  had  10,000  pounds  delivered  to 
his  residence,  according  to  the  bill  sent 
him.  He  mailed  a  check,  but  back  came 
a  refusal  of  the  check,  with  the  word 
that  it  was  not  sufficient  to  cover  the 
five  tons  at  $6.25  a  ton.  Then  the  con¬ 
sumer  placed  the  check  in  a  letter,  at¬ 
taching  it  to  a  memorandum  note  of  the 
act  of  June  twenty-sixth,  1905.  The 
dealer  replied,  acknowledging  that  he 
had  been  caught  napping. 

V 

Supreme  Court  Rules 
Against  Pocahontas 
Coal  Co. 

In  attempting  to  enforce  its  contract 
with  one  of  the  twenty  coal  companies 
for  which  it  is  selling  agent  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Co.  unwittingly  enabled  the  su¬ 
preme  court  to  define  the  power  of  the 
state  in  dealing  with  trusts  and  mo¬ 
nopolies.  The  opinion  is  by  Judge 
Frank  Cox.  West  Virginia  has  no 
anti-trust  legislation,  and  it  was  not 
shown  that  the  Pocahontas  Co.  engaged 
in  interstate  commerce,  thus  making  it 
impossible  to  invoke  the  Sherman  act. 
The  court  fell  back  on  the  common  law, 
and  its  decision  besides  being  of  a 
sweeping  nature,  establishes  a  rule  and 
a  precedent.  The  Pocahontas  Co.  is 
the  authorized  selling  agent  for  twenty 
coal  companies  along  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad.  The  companies  en¬ 
tered  into  an  agreement  to  deliver  to  it 
their  entire  output  of  coal,  and  vested 
in  it  the  power  to  fix  sales  prices. 
After  sales  the  companies  were  to  share 
pro  rata.  The  Powhatan  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  attempted  to  withdraw  from  the 
combination  and  refused  to  deliver  its 
product.  An  injunction  was  secured, 
but  was  violated  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  have  officers  of  the  Powhatan 
appear  for  contempt  of  court.  At  this 
juncture  appeal  was  made  to  the  su¬ 
preme  court.  Under  the  decision  by 
Judge  Cox,  which  rests  upon  the  com¬ 
mon  law  prevailing  in  this  state,  the  re¬ 
straint  complained  of  must  be  unreason¬ 
able.  The  Pocahontas  Co.’s  contract  was 
declared  illegal  because  it  was  in  un¬ 
reasonable  restraint  of  trade,  restrained 
competition,  tended  to  monopolize  and 
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itrol  prices,  and  was  therefore  con- 
ry  to  public  policy.  This  puts  the 
1  of  the  law  upon  any  trust  or  com- 
lation  formed  by  two  or  more  persons 
companies  to  control  any  legitimate 
icle  of  trade.  Organizations,  unions, 
itracts  or  trusts  to  fix  prices  of  goods, 
irchandise,  gas,  coal,  lumber  or  what- 
:ver  article  of  trade  are  illegal  and 
id  when  in  unreasonable  restraint  of 
tde.  Nor  need  the  extent  of  the  con- 
)1  be  more  than  local,  nor  must  all 
rsons  in  any  town  or  community  deal- 
r  in  the  same  article  combine.  Two 
’more  butchers,  grocers  or  dealers  in 
y  other  line  of  commerce  may  so 
rm  an  illegal  contract  to  fix  and  con- 
)I  prices,  and  be  against  the  law  as 
nounced  in  this  case. 


Coal  in  Alaska. 

The  Controller  Bay  region,  Alaska, 
one  of  special  interest,  because  of 
extensive  coal  deposits,  the  product 
which  is  of  excellent  quality.  Since 
03  the  United  States  geological  sur- 
y  has  been  making  investigations  in 
is  region.  Mr.  G.  C.  Martin,  who  has 
rected  the  work  each  year,  spent  two 
id  a  half  months  of  the  past  season 
that  district  and  completed  the  work 
at  had  been  planned.  During  the  first 
'o  seasons  only  hasty  reconnaissance 
ips  were  made.  The  result  was  mere- 
an  outline  of  the  geology  of  the 
strict  which  was  found  to  be  so  com- 
ex  and  so  important  as  to  render 
icessary  work  of  a  very  detailed  char¬ 
ter.  Accordingly,  in  1905,  a  detailed 
pographic  map  was  made  of  an  area 
four  hundred  and  thirty  square  miles 
ith  reconnaissance  surveys  of  about 
10  hundred  square  miles  more.  This 
ork  was  done  under  the  immediate 
rection  of  Mr.  Martin,  who  was  at 
e  same  time,  with  his  assistants,  map- 
ng  the  geology  and  the  distribution 
:  the  coal  upon  the  topographic  base 
ap  which  was  being  made.  The  sea- 
m  of  1906  was  devoted  to  the  corn- 
etion  of  this  geologic  work.  It  will 
Dw  be  possible  for  the  survey  to  pre- 
ire  and  ultimately  publish  a  report  in 
etail  on  the  geology  and  mineral  re- 
lurces  of  the  region  to  accompany  it 
f  topographic  and  geologic  maps.  The 
Dal  of  Controller  bay  has  thus  far 
died  to  reach  the  market  because  of 
le  lack  of  transportation  facilities.  The 
rincipal  developments  in  this  region 
uring  the  past  summer  consisted  of 
'Ork  upon  tunnels  driven  for  the  pur- 
ose  of  cutting  the  coal  at  great  depth 
nd  of  surveys  for  railroads  and  harbor 
nprovements.  These  surveys  were 
arried  on  by  three  separate  interests. 


each  of  which  contemplates  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  railroad  into  the  interior 
by  way  of  Copper  river.  One  of  these 
railroads  is  already  begun.  From  what 
will  be  its  terminus  on  Cordova  bay  it 
is  reaching  out  toward  the  coal  fields 
by  a  branch  from  the  Copper  river 
crossing. 


Jewelry  from  Coal. 

Japanese  jewelers,  with  the  inventive¬ 
ness  and  originality  of  their  race,  use 
as  ornamental  settings  in  various  articles 
bits  of  ordinary  hard  coal  obtained  from 
the  coal  heaps  on  the  wharves.  Only 
the  hardest  and  most  perfect  of  the  bits 
are  used,  and  the  workers  in  coal, 
from  whom  the  jewelers  obtain  their 
supplies,  make  a  practice  of  saving  them 
certain  pieces,  often  not  more  than  two 
or  three  of  the  required  quality  being 
found  each  day.  Of  course  this  “black 
diamond”  jewelry  is  very  mexpensive, 
but  at  the  same  time  it  is  very  pretty, 
and  is  a  novelty  as  well.  A  very  gen¬ 
eral  use  made  of  these  pieces  of  coal  is 
for  ornamental  settings  in  the  heads 
of  canes  and  umbrellas.  They  are  used 
in  combination  with  silver  or  brass 
rims  and  sometimes  shells  and  tiny 
pieces  of  brass  are  worked  into  the  de¬ 
sign  with  an  effect  that  is  distinctly 
Japanese.  Ornamental  corkscrews,  with 
bits  of  coal  set  into  the  handles,  are 
novelties  that  serve  as  a  souvenir  of 
Japan,  and  neck  gems,  rings,  trinkets, 
and  chains  are  also  manufactured  with 
settings  of  black  diamonds.  A  curious 
trinket  purchased  by  a  recent  traveler 
in  Japan  was  a  link  chain  cut  out  of  a 
solid  block  of  coal,  each  link  being 
perfectly  formed; 


Trade  Union  Growth. 

According  to  the  statistics  of  the 
bureau  of  labor  of  New  York  state, 
there  are  now  more  than  eight  million 
members  of  trade  unions  in  the  United 
States  and  Europe,  of  whorn  approxi¬ 
mately  one-fourth  are  in  this  country. 
Great  Britain  and  Germany  have  each 
nearly  as  many  unionists  as  the  United 
States,  but  none  of  the  countries  in 
which  the  movement  is  comparatively 
new — Austria-Hungary,  Italy,  etc. — has 
as  large  a  body  of  organized  workers 
as  the  state  of  New  York,  which,  with 
less  than  one-fifth  the  population  of 
France,  has  one-half  as  many  trade 
unionists.  In  New  York  one  in  nine¬ 
teen  of  the  inhabitants  is  a  member 
of  a  trade  or  labor  union;  in  England 
one  in  twenty-two;  in  Denmark  one  in 
twenty-seven ;  in  Germany  one  in  thirty- 


one ;  in  France  one  in  fifty;  in  Austria 
one  in  eighty;  in  Italy  one  in  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five;  in  Hungary  one 
in  two  hundred  and  thirty;  and  in  Spain 
one  in  three  Tiundred  and  twenty-five. 
Coincident  with  the  growth  of  labor 
unions  there  has  been  marked  progress 
toward  shorter  hours  of  labor.  State 
Commissioner  of  Labor  Sherman  re¬ 
ports  that  conditions  of  employment 
during  the  first  half  of  1906  were  an  im¬ 
provement  over  that  of  1905.  Returns 
from  associations  of  workmen  were 
ninety-two  thousand  members  in  eighty- 
five  trades,  showing  that  only  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  four  men  out  of  one  thousand 
were  idle  on  the  average  in  the  period, 
compared  with  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  in  1905. 


R  A  I 

NEW  fSLnd  RELAYING 

12  to  100  lb.  Seotions 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty . 

I  R  Fnctpr  fft 

ly.  o.  rubier  lyO.,  pmsburgh. Pa. 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBTJEG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghloghet'y  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittbburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

CON  ELLSVILLE  and  W.VA.  COKE 


THE  COMING 


RAILS  FOR  SALE. 


Quick 

Shipment. 


too  tons  of  70  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

200  tons  of  65  lb.  relaying  steel  "T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

900  tons  of  60  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

300  tons  of  58  lb.  relaying  steel  "T”  rails  and 
angle  bars. 

All  sizes  of  new  rails  in  stock  at  our  yard. 

Write  or  wire  us  for  prices. 


Iron  City  Steel  Company 
1210  Bessemer  Bldg.  Pittsburgh.  Pa. 


R  A  T  « 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 

Frick  Building.  PITTSBURGB,  PA. 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  m  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day,oi  hifh-gr  de  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OUR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
CUMBERLAND  COAL  Co. 

LAND  TITLE  BLDO.  911  BESSEMER  BLDO. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA.  PITTSBURG.  PA. 


G.  C.  BOWMAN  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  -  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 


'  LOPEZ” 
“Perfection”  Smithing 


"RELIANCE” 

“Bnek  ■♦fountain”  Mine  Agent 

“Big  Vein  Lehiah” 

“  Wilken  Barre”  "  "  “W®  «»»•*”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grade*  Hitnminons 

Cunnelievilie,  Latrobe,  Gallitsin  and  West  Virginia  tioke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PHTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Kail  oi  Water  via  F  K  K..  F.  &  R.  K.  K., 

L.  V.  R.  R..  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DfcALfcHS 
SUPPLIES 

MauulaviuieU  by  the 
5ackctt  Screen  Co.,  Pre* 
donla.N.  V..are  first  clans, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extreme'y  mod- 


^  and  are  extreme  y  mod¬ 

erate  m  price.  All  sbipmentt  made  promptly  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  FredonU,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 
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a  Western.  Rallrood  Co. 


MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


S.  C.  SCHE^P^CK,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards' and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 
each  invoice  from  this  office. 


C.  L.  DERINC, 

Manager  Ohicago  Office, 
1000-10  Old  Colony 


When  you  buy  "SCRANTON” 
be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 
D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


38 


[December  8 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


CoLUMiius,  Ohio,  December  5. — (Spe¬ 
cial  Correspondence.) — General  market 
conditions  are  easier  this  week  than 
they  have  been  for  a  consideralde  pe¬ 
riod.  This  is  scarcely  noticeable  with 
concerns  having  a  large  volume  of  con¬ 
tract  business,  and  which  are  able  to 
spare  only  a  small  tonnage  to  current 
trade,  but  with  others  it  means  re¬ 
newed  activity  in  the  soliciting  depart¬ 
ment.  Traveling  men  are  out  in  greater 
force  and  there  is  a  falling  off  in  in¬ 
quiries.  Some  orders  for  $2.00  coal  are 
being  cancelled. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  not  looked 
upon  with  any  concern;  operators  re¬ 
gard  it  as  merely  temporary,  due  to  the 
holding  off  of  cold  weather.  Every 
indication  points  to  an  active  winter, 
with  an  output  limited  only  to  the  abil¬ 
ity  of  the  railroads  to  take  care  of  it. 

Little  Change  in  Prices. 

The  state  of  the  weather  has  not 
justified  any  further  advance  in  prices 
during  the  past  thirty  days,  contrary 
to  expectation  in  some  quarters.  The 
last  circular  of  $2.00  for  domestic  lump 
is  holding  firm,  except  in  a  few  in¬ 
stances  at  non-air  points.  The  close  of 
navigation  is  throwing  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  local  service  cars  into  use.  While 
these  can  be  made  in  some  degree 
available  on  contract  business  past 
junction  points,  the  number  of  lines 
which  will  still  receive  this  class  of 
equipment  is  limited,  and  the  tendency 
is  to  glut  the  market  along  the  route 
of  the  originating  coal  roads.  The  car 
situation  as  a  whole  is  felt  to  be  a  trifle 
more  satisfactory,  although  not  much 
faith  exists  that  there  will  be  any  per¬ 
manent  betterment  this  winter. 

Among  fancy  grades  Black  Nancy 
has  been  advanced  to  $2.35  for  do¬ 
mestic  and  $2.25  for  one-and-a-quarter- 
inch  lump.  This  coal  is  claimed  to  be 
having  a  large  sale  in  competition  with 
Jackson.  The  steam  coal  trade  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  in  a  healthy  condition, 
good  prices  being  realized,  reaching  in 
tome  instances  to  full  circular  quota¬ 
tion  of  $1.65  for  run-of-mine  and  $1.10 
for  nut,  pea  and  slack,  on  best  grades. 
Large  operators  are  giving  renewed  at- 
pleting  old  orders  and  taking  on  new 
ones. 

Retail  Coal  Men  Meet. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  retail  coal 
men  of  Columbus  held  a  meeting  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Coal  club  to  consider  the 
question  of  short  weights  and  other 
grievances.  A  plan  is  on  foot  to  es¬ 
tablish  a  clearing  house  to  look  after 
the  matter  of  weights,  demurrage  and 
freight  charges,  similar  to  the  one  which 
exists  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  which  it  is 
claimed  has  been  the  means  of  saving 
coal  men  hundreds  of  dollars.  The 
project  is  being  advocated  by  Ford  R. 
Cate,  secretary  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale , 
&  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

Pending  the  decision  of  the  State 
Railway  Commission  on  the  demurrage 
controversy,  retail  coal  men  are  advised 
either  to  withhold  payment  or  to  make 
it  under  protest,  so  that  they  will  have 
full  advantage  of  any  ruling  that  may 
be  in  their  favor.  No  formal  action 
was  taken  on  any  of  the  questions  dis¬ 
cussed,  but  another  meeting  will  be  held 
in  the  near  future. 

Retail  prices  of  $3.50  and  $3.75  are 
being  generally  observed  by  reputable 
dealers.  The  few  instances  of  cutting 
are  confined  to  small  concerns,  which 
are  accused  of  giving  short  weights  in 
order  to  make  up  difference  in  price, 
as  it  is  claimed  that  coal  cannot  be 
handled  with  profit  at  less  than  the  pre¬ 
vailing  figures. 


PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL 
NOTES. 

Horace  L.  Chapman,  president  of  the 
Chapman  Coal  Co.,  is  on  a  ten  days’ 
trip  to  Florida. 

M.  A.  Packard,  a  prominent  coal  man 
of  Buffalo,  spent  last  Sunday  at  the 
Chittenden,  this  city. 

J.  F.  Cook,  of  the  Cook  &  Hart  Coal 
Co.,  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  was  in  town  the 
fore  part  of  tlie  week. 

T.  E.  Neff,  secretary  of  the  Hamilton 
&  Williams  Coal  Co.,  Saltillo,  Ohio,  was 
in  town  on  Saturday  last. 

C.  S.  Binns,  vice-president  of  the  Cap¬ 
itol  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  last  week 
at  the  mines  in  the  Pocahontas  field. 

S.  H.  Foster,  general  manager  of  the 
War  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  is  on  a  business 
trip  to  the  mines  at  War  Eagle,  W.  Va. 

James  A.  Henchey,  of  the  Capitol 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,'  who  is  located  at 
Welch,  W.  Va.,  was  in  Columbus  on 
Monday. 

Arthur  Hale,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  gen¬ 
eral  traffic  manager  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railway,  was  in  the  city  on  Tues¬ 
day  before  the  State  Railway  Commis¬ 
sion  in  the  interest  of  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  coal  transportation. 

The  position  of  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  made  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  George  Beeson,  who 
went  with  the  Jeffrey  Manufacturing 
Co.  on  the  first  instant  as  auditor,  will 
probably  not  be  filled  until  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  new  year.  Several  avail¬ 
able  applicants  are  being  considered. 

The  retail  coal  business  of  Joseph 
Dienst  was  sold  by  the  receiver  at  pub¬ 
lic  sale  on  the  first  instant  for  $1,105, 
the  property  being  bid  in  by  a  local 
attorney.  The  actual  purchaser  is  un¬ 
derstood  to  be  Mrs.  Madge  Caldwell, 
who  recently  conducted  a  coal  yard  in 
the  same  vicinity  on  the  line  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio. 

While  drilling  for  a  gas  well  at  Sum¬ 
mit  Station,  a  short  distance  east  of  Co¬ 
lumbus  last  week,  workmen  struck  two 
veins  of  coal,  one  nine  feet  in  thickness, 
at, a  depth  of  197  feet,  and  the  other  a 
seven-foot  vein,  at  a  depth  of  300  feet. 
The  locality  is  not  within  many  miles  of 
any  developed  coal  territory.  The  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  the  discovery  will  be  tested 
by  further  drilling. 

Attempts  at  private  settlement  of  the 
differences  between  the  Campbell  Creek 
Coal  Co.  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Southwestern  Railway  have  failed,  and 
upon  petition  of  the  attorney  for  the 
complainant  the  case  will  be  reassigned 
for  hearing  before  the  State  Railway 
Commission.  It  was  to  have  been  heard 
October  eleventh,  but  was  withdrawn 
by  consent  of  both  parties. 

The  Glouster,  Ohio,  mine  of  the  de¬ 
funct  McLeish  Coal  Co.,  after  being  up 
for  sale  several  times,  has  at  last  been 
disposed  of  and  the  sale  confirmed  by 
the  court.  The  purchaser  is  John  G. 
Price,  and  the  figure  realized  $18,288.49, 
an  increase  of  $2,000  over  previous  of¬ 
fers.  There  will  be  barely  enough  re¬ 
turns  to  pay  the  preferred  creditors  and 
the  cost  of  administration.  The  East 
End  bank,  itself  in  the  hands  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver,  is  a  creditor  in  the  sum  of 
$30,000,  but  will  have  no  share  in  the 
purchase  money. 

Hearing  was  begun  in  the  common 
pleas  court  here  on  Thursday  of  the 
case  of  the  Riverdale  Mining  Co.,  of 
Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  against  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  Railway  Co.  for  damages 


in  the  amount  of  $75,000  for  failure  to 
furnish  cars  in  sufficient  quantities  to 
enable  the  complainants  to  take  care  of 
their  contracts.  The  Riverdale  com¬ 
pany  is  composed  of  John  S.  Jones,  of 
the  Jones  &  Adams  Co.,  Chicago,  and 
C.  F.  Evans,  of  Columbus.  Mr.  Jones 
was  here  looking  after  the  interests  of 
the  case,  and  a  number  of  prominent 
coal  and  railroad  men  were  present. 

Nicholas  Monsarrat,  chief  engineer  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  has  formed  a 
partnership  with  J.  P.  Lindsey  and 
opened  up  headquarters  in  the  Deshler 
building  as  civil  engineer  and  surveyor. 
The  junior  partner  will  be  in  charge 
of  the  business,  Mr.  Monsarrat,  for  the 
present,  at  least,  retaining  his  position 
with  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  He  is  a 
son  of  President  Monsarrat,  of  the 
Hocking  Valley  Railway  Co.  Mr.  Lind¬ 
sey  is  the  son  of  J.  P.  Lindsey,  a  well- 
known  railroad  contractor  of  Middle- 
port,  Ohio,  and  is  an  experienced  en¬ 
gineer. 

Preliminary  figures  given  out  by  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
for  November  indicate  that  the  net 
earnings  for  the  month  will  be  $30,000. 
Statements  issued  by  this  concern  would 
seem  to  refute  the  idea  that  the  car 
shortage  is  making  coal  mining  unprof¬ 
itable.  Owing  to  the  strike,  April,  May 
and  June  of  the  present  year  showed  the 
net  earnings  of  this  company  barely 
sufficient  to  pay  fixed  charges,  but  July 
gave  a  surplus  of  $10,000,  August  and 
September  each  about  $1,500  and  Oc¬ 
tober  $17,000.  The  year  as  a  whole  will 
prove  very  satisfactory,  both  from  the 
money-earning  standpoint  and  that  of 
getting  extensive  improvements  under 
way. 

V 

Buys  2,400  Sheep. 

The  Danville  Belt  Coal  Co.  has  in¬ 
vested  in  twenty-four  hundred  sheep 
that  will  be  turned  to  graze  on  the 
company’s  lands  about  Grape  Creek. 
The  first  consignment  of  six  hundred  and 
fifty  wool  producers  has  already  been 
received.  The  belt  company  owns  twen¬ 
ty-six  hundred  acres  of  land  about 
Grape  Creek  and  the  past  summer  has 
had  a  force  of  seventy-five  men  clearing 
on  a  thousand  acre  tract.  Much  of  the 
heavy  timber  has  been  cut  off.  The 
special  duty  of  the  great  herd  of  sheep 
is  to  eat  the  underbrush  and  small 
sprouts  where  the  clearing  has  been 
done.  The  sheep  are  brought  from  Mon¬ 
tana  ranches.  Some  feeding  cattle  are 
also  to  be  put  on  this  land  at  once. 


Germany  Fears  Strike. 

A  gigantic  strike  of  miners  in  the 
Westphalian  coal  district  threatens  to 
mar  the  unexampled  prosperity  of  Ger¬ 
man  industry.  Since  the  great  struggle 
of  last  year,  which  was  brought  to  an 
end  by  the  intervention  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  the  Westphalian  miners  have 
never  ceased  to  organize  with  a  view 
to  its  renewal  at  an  advantageous  mo¬ 
ment.  That  moment  appears  to  have 
arrived.  The  ferment  among  the  min¬ 
ing  population  is  the  result  partly  of  a 
continuous  rise  in  the  prices  of  food 
and  partly  of  the  spectacle  presented 
by  the_  unparalleled  prosperity  of  Ger¬ 
man  industry  generally,  which  has 
created  in  the  workers  a  desire  for  a 
considerable  increase  of  wages.  At  the 
present  moment  the  dearth  of  labor  in 
the  industrial  districts  of  the  empire 
is  keenly  felt.  The  employers  would 
gladly  find  occupation  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  extra  workmen.  The 
Rhenish  coal  syndicate  has  been  work¬ 
ing  at  high  pressure  for  several  months 
past  and  is  obliged  to  fulfill  its  con¬ 
tracts  by  placing  large  orders  in  foreign 
coal  markets.  A  strike  at  this  moment, 
therefore,  would  be  particularly  dis¬ 
astrous  for  German  industry.  The 
miners  have  already  sent  deputations 
to  England  and  other  countries  with 
the  object  of  inducing  their  fellow  work¬ 
ers  abroad  to  refrain  from  assisting 
German  employers  by  working  extra 
hours  and  thus  enabling  large  exports 
of  coal  to  be  sent  to  Germany. 
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COAL  IS  the  barometer  of  the  industries.  As  the  demand  for  raw  ma¬ 
terials  increases  the  effect  is  at  once  felt  upon  the  sensitive  mechanism 
of  the  coal  trade.  The  promises  of  a  constantly  increasing  business  in  1907 
are  very  flattering.  The  rush  of  holiday  freight  is  having  some  little  effect 
upon  transportation,  especially  the  supply  of  box  cars.  Cold  weather  through¬ 
out  the  eastern  section  of  the  countrj^  has  accentuated  the  demand  for 
domestic  sizes  but  the  mild  weather  in  the  west  has  tended  to  somewhat 
weaken  the  market.  Dock  companies  have  been  putting  forth  every  effort 
during  the  last  few  weeks  to  get  as  much  coal  transported  as  possible  to  the 
head  of  the  lakes.  This  has  tended  to  make  a  shortage  of  fuel  in  many  of 
the  country  sections.  Stocks  are  reported  low  in  many  districts  and  the 
demand  throughout  the  west,  northwest  and  southwest  is  constantly  increas¬ 
ing.  There  is  a  great  shortage  of  coal  at  many  points  and  reports  of  con¬ 
fiscation  are  current.  West  Virginia  splint  is  in  very  heavy  demand  and  is 
having  a  notable  influence  upon  the  Hocking  trade.  Pocahontas  is  short 
at  many  eastern  points  and  throughout  the  Carolinas,  where  an  increase  in 
price  has  recently  taken  place,  some  operators  beginning  to  refuse  western 
contracts.  The  shortage  of  labor  in  many  of  the  mining  districts,  together 
with  inadequate  transportation  facilities,  is  greatly  lessening  the  supply  of 
coal.  A  weather  market  has  predominated  again  this  week.  Buyers  who 
have  been  waiting  for  deliveries  on  back  orders  are  becoming  impatient. 
Sales  agents  and  operators  have  practically  disposed  of  old  orders  on  file  and 
are  in  a  good  condition  to  take  care  of  new  business. 

Conditions  Affecting  the  Coal  Supply. 

The  shortage  of  cars  still  continues  to  act  as  one  of  the  controlling 
features  of  the  market.  The  railroads,  however,  are  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  relieve  the  congestion  of  freight  and  supply  sufficient  cars  to 
take  care  of  the  constantly  increasing  business.  However,  it  can  not  be 
expected  that  new  equipment  will  be  available  for  months.  Nineteen  hundred 
and  seven  should  be  characterized  by  conditions  which  are  much  more  advan¬ 
tageous.  Transportation  from  the  mines  to  tidewater  seems  to  be  slower 
than  at  any  time  during  the  season,  although  every  effort  is  being  made  to 
augment  stocks  as  much  as  possible.  Ice  at  many  shoal  water  ports  already 
has  become  a  reality,  and  in  some  cases  cancellation  of  orders  predominates. 
The  close  of  navigation  this  week  should  liberate  a  large  number  of  cars 
for  the  all-rail  trade.  It  is  reported  that  many  boats  have  had  their  insurance 
extended  until  Saturday  of  this  week,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  large  number 
of  contracts  have  not  yet  been  filled.  The  Hocking  valley  car  situation  is  a 
little  easier  than  last  week.  One  of  the  operators  received  491  cars,  which 
is  sixty  per  cent  of  his  allotment.  It  is  asserted  at  some  points  that  the 
increase  per  diem  rate  for  the  use  of  cars  by  the  railroads  has  tended  to 
dispatch  freight  with  greater  velocity,  making  a  large  number  of  cars 
available.  New  York  harbor  boats  are  very  short  which  also  describes  the 
’  condition  of  transportation  along  Long  Island  sound.  As  a  result  freight 
rates  have  been  raised  from  two  and  one-half  to  fifteen  cents.  Much  interest 
is  manifested  in  the  embargo  predominating  on  the  railroads  in  Indiana, 
especially  the  Big  Four,  which  is  charged  with  sending  a  large  number  of 
cars  belonging  to  other  roads  to  various  parts  of  the  state  and  into  foreign 
territory  and  refusing  to  accept  cars  for  shipment  to  various  Indiana 
points. 

Bituminous  Coals  in  Good  Demand. 

The  continuous  mild  weather  this  week  has  been  responsible  for  the 
falling  off  in  demand  for  some  of  the  bituminous  product.  However,  on  the 
whole  the  prices  have  been  maintained  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
classes  of  coal.  Sullivan  county,  Ind.,  coals  have  suffered  a  cut  of  ten 
cents  on  almost  all  sizes.  Springfield  lump  has  also  been  selling  for  ten 
cents  less  this  week.  Indiana  and  Illinois  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  has 
declined  in  demand.  The  screening  market  is  in  a  little  better  condition, 
Springfield  screenings  continuing  to  grow  stronger  and  in  some  cases  bring¬ 
ing  a  premium  of  fifteen  cents.  Smokeless  mine  run  is  in  good  active  demand 
but  there  is  not  a  large  amount  of  this  class  of  coal  available.  Steam  coal 
is  not  as  strong  as  last  week.  Coke  is  in  firm  demand  and  there  is  a 
premium  being  offered  in  many  cases  for  all  kinds  of  domestic  coke.  Cannel 
coal  is  also  at  a  premium  and  there  are  only  a  few  cars  available.  Sales 
agents  handling  this  product  are  months  behind  on  their  orders.  Contract 


business  is  suffering  and  many  contractors  are  going  in  the  open  market 
for  fuel,  which  tends  to  augment  the  demand.  In  most  cases  all  orders  are 
being  filled  in  the  order  of  application  and  the  supply  during  the  past  week 
has  been  just  about  equal  to  the  amount  of  coal  received  from  the  mines. 
The  percentage  of  production  continues  to  range  from  thirty-five  to  fifty 
per  cent  of  normal  capacity. 

Anthracite  Coals  Strong. 

The  demand  for  hard  coal  is  constantly  increasing  throughout  the  west, 
northwest  and  southwest.  Many  towns  are  entirely  out  of  fuel.  It  is 
reported  that  many  of  the  western  mines  are  not  in  a  position  to  supply  as 
much  coal  as  formerly  on  account  of  various  conditions  and  that  the 
demand  for  eastern  products  is  constantly  increasing.  The  last  boats  carry¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  head  of  the  lakes  have  no  doubt  already  left  Buffalo  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  close  of  navigation  will  liberate  a  large  number  of  cars 
for  the  all-rail  business.  However,  many  of  these  are  not  provided  with 
air  brakes,  which  is  required  by  law,  thus  not  augmenting  the  transportation 
equipment  as  much  as  many  have  anticipated. 

Egg  anthracite  is  very  scarce  throughout  the  eastern  markets.  Nut 
coal  in  the  west  is  in  very  strong  demand.  Egg  and  broken  coal  of  the 
Lehigh  variety  is  short.  The  stock  in  country  yards  is  not  as  large  as  it 
should  be  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  mild  weather  has  tended  to  make 
retailers  reluctant  in  placing  orders  until  the  demand  on  the  part  of  con¬ 
sumers  becomes  more  active. 

Eastern  Markets  Strong. 

The  predominant  cold  weather  throughout  the  eastern  section  of  the 
country  has  tended  to  strengthen  the  markets  throughout  New  England,  and 
the  middle  Atlantic  states.  New  York  harbor  business  has  been  somewhat 
affected  by  the  predominance  of  fogs.  Many  boats  were  not  able  to  move 
out  from  their  slips  for  two  or  three  days.  Long  Island  sound  shipments 
were  also  restricted  in  transit.  The  stocks  at  many  of  the  terminals  of  the 
railroads  at  eastern  points  are  very  low.  Many  foreign  points  are  also  suffer¬ 
ing  for  want  of  coal  owing  to  the  fact  that  railroads  have  refused  to  allow 
equipment  to  pass  freely  to  foreign  lines.  The  coastwise  trade  business  is 
active  and  the  demand  greater  than  the  supply.  The  cargo  movement  from 
New  York  ports  is  very  slow.  The  shortage  of  ships  and  barges  has 
assumed  such  strained  proportions  that  it  is  entitled  to  a  place  as  a  charac¬ 
teristic  feature  of  the  week.  Steam  coal  is  reported  weaker  in  Buffalo  but 
in  the  markets  further  east  the  demand  is  firm,  especially  for  buckwheat 
No.  2,  which  is  very  short.  There  is  a  strong  demand  for  Pennsylvania 
steam  coals  in  the  Baltimore  market.  No  spot  bituminous  is  available  and 
the  December  shipments  up  to  the  present  time  have  not  been  as  large  as 
those  which  took  place  in  November.  The  tidewater  business  is  active  and 
on  the  whole  the  markets  in  the  southeast  are  in  very  good  condition.  The 
mines  in  West  Virginia  at  the  present  time  are  producing  only  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  normal  output  on  account  of  the  excessive  shortage  of  cars. 
The  railroads  are  making  an  excessive  demand  for  coal  which  mitigates  the 
supply  for  the  regular  trade.  Prices  in  some  cases  have  increased  from 
twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent. 

Western  Markets  Firm. 

Ail  of  the  western  markets  continue  firm.  The  demand  for  all  classes 
of  coal  is  greater  in  the  western  markets  than  in  Chicago,  which  is  the 
dumping  ground  for  the  products  of  all  eastern  and  western  mines.  Tliere 
are  continued  reports  of  shortage  of  coal  from  northwestern  and  south¬ 
western  points.  At  Columbus  many  vessels  are  being  loaded  without  insur¬ 
ance,  owing  to  the  fact  that  urgent  contracts  have  not  been  fulfilled.  Chicago 
has  been  getting  almost  all  of  the  lake  coal  during  the  past  week  and  very 
little  of  the  product  is  being  shipped  to  Superior  points.  A  report  conies 
from  West  Virginia  that  there  is  some  trouble  over  the  wage  scale.  The 
Elm  Grove  Mining  Co.,  operating  mines  at  Elm  Grove,  W.  Va.,  has  not 
been  successful  in  settling  the  difference  between  the  company  and  the  miners. 
Steam  coal  in  the  Hocking  Valley  district  is  short  and  the  demand  for  this 
product  is  much  greater  than  last  week.  Prices  for  Hocking  have  been 
maintained  in  most  cases  at  $2  and  in  some  instances  jobbers’  orders  at 
$1.90  have  been  declined.  The  market  in  general  this  week  is  practically  in 
the  state  of  equilibrium. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  Dec.  14. 

The  anticipated  cold  wave  for  the  western 
section  of  the  country  did  not  continue  long 
cnougli  to  appreciably  affect  the  coal  market 
this  week.  Therefore  a  weather  market  has 
predominated  and  the  state  of  the  demand 
and  the  trend  of  prices  are  practically  the 
same  as  prevailed  last  week.  Consumers  are 
becoming  more  and  more  impatient  over  the 
non-delivery  of  coal  on  back  orders.  How¬ 
ever,  selling  agents  and  operators  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  catch  up  with  back  business  and  on 
the  whole  are  in  a  very  good  condition  to 
take  care  of  new  orders,  which  are  sure  to 
accumulate  as  soon  as  severe  cold  weather 
becomes  a  reality.  The  conditions  which  have 
tended  to  affect  the  market  this  week  are 
those  which  have  predominated  for  some  time, 
namely:  the  car  shortage  and  unseasonable 
weather. 

Transportation  Matters. 

The  advent  of  the  holidays  is  having  some  little 
effect  and  the  close  of  navigation  this  week  will 
tend  to  liberate  a  large  number  of  cars,  which 
should  make  the  situation  easier.  However,  it  is 
asserted  that  much  of  the  equipment  used  in  trans¬ 
porting  coal  to  the  docks  will  be  scattered  all  over 
the  country  and  the  extra  service  which  the  close 
of  navigation  will  render  to  all-rail  business  will 
not  be  as  great  as  anticipated.  The  contro¬ 
versy  relative  to  the  embargo  of  the  Big  Four 
railroad  and  other  roads  in  Indiana  has  at¬ 
tracted  much  attention.  It  is  claimed  the 
attorney  general  asserts  that  the  roads  in  ques¬ 
tion  formed  an  agreement  last  spring  to  carry 
coal  by  way  of  the  Big  Four  for  fifty  to  sixty 
cents  a  ton,  but  it  is  alleged  the  Kig  Four 
sent  a  large  number  of  cars  belonging  to  these 
roads  to  various  parts  of  the  state  and  to 
points  even  outside  of  the  state,  and  that  it 
also  refused  to  accept  cars  from  these  roads 
that  were  billed  to  Indiana  points  and  there¬ 
fore  hampered  the  three  roads  which  depended 
on  the  Big  Four  in  supplying  coal  on  their 
contracts. 

The  public  exposition  of  traffic  conditions 
no  doubt  tends  to  mitigate  many  of  the  rulings 
which  have  so  seriously  affected  the  coal  sup¬ 
ply  in  the  past  few  months. 

Little  Hope  of  Improvement. 

The  general  freight  managers  from  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  the  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy,  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul,  the  Chicago  &  North-Western  and  other 
roads  are  all  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  very 
little  hope  of  relief  in  the  car  shortage  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  near  future.  More  than  this,  they 
assert  that  winter’s  snows  will  greatly  cripple 
traffic  and  that  the  car  situation  next  month 
is  bound  to  be  worse  than  at  present.  Many 
large  mills  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
have  suspended  operations  on  account  of  the 
shortage  of  fuel.  It  seems  that  this  condi¬ 
tion  is  more  serious  than  ever  before.  There 
is  a  good  supply  of  all  grades  of  coal  in  the 
Chicago  market  this  week.  Smokeless  mine- 
run  is  in  somewhat  stronger  demand  and  the 
supply  is  not  as  heavy  as  formerly.  Indiana 
and  Illinois  mine-run  continues  in  about  the 
same  condition  as  last  week.  Springfield  lump 
has  suffered  a  cut  of  ten  cents  in  many  in¬ 
stances  owing  to  the  predominance  of  this 
class  of  coal.  Sullivan  county,  Indiana,  coal 
has_  sold  ten  cents  cheaper  in  some  cases. 
Springfield  screenings  continue  to  grow  strong¬ 
er  and  the  price  has  advanced  fifteen  cents. 
The  coals  which  are  strongest  in  the  market 
this  week  are  nut  and  chestnut  anthracite, 
Carterville  lump  and  egg,  Springfield  screen¬ 


ings  mid  West  Virginia  splint.  Indiana  and 
Illinois  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  has  suffered 
a  decline  in  demand.  It  is  not  anticipated  that 
(he  prices  will  advance  very  much  in  the  near 
future.  It  would  probably  take  an  increased 
demand  of  fifty  per  cent  to  cause  an  increase 
in  prices  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  per  cent. 

Anthracite  Market  Active. 

Nut  coal  continues  very  scarce.  At  this 
season  of  the  year  there  is  always  a  scarcity 
of  this  class  of  coal  owing  to  the  small  amount 
produced  in  sizing.  Country  yards  are  in  very 
good  condition,  the  mild  weather  having  its 
usaal  effect  in  not  causing  a  sufficient  demand 
to  induce  retailers  to  stock  up  heavily.  Lake 
shipments  close  this  week  and  no  doubt  this 
will  have  its  effect  in  liberating  a  large  amount 
of  equipment  for  all-rail  business.  The  de¬ 
mand  throughout  the  west  and  northwest  con¬ 
tinues  active  and  the  car  situation  is  practical¬ 
ly  the  same  as  last  week.  In  some  cases  it  is 
reported  to  be  easier. 

Illinois  Coals  Firm. 

B'kanklin  county  operators  report  that  condi- 
ditions  have  not  notably  changed  during  the  week. 
The  car  situation  is  tight  and  not  enough  coal  is 
being  transported  to  fill  orders  promptly.  Egg 
and  four  inch  lump  is  bringing  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine  run,  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  domestic 
lump,  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  box  cars,  open  cars,  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  continue 
in  good  demand.  Country  business  is  active  and 
the  car  situation  has  not  changed  to  a  degree 
worthy  of  comment.  Standard  lump  is  worth 
$2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
third  vein  chunks,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  screenings,  $1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  washed  nut 
and  egg  is  worth  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  demand  for  domestic  sizes 
continues  active  and  as  soon  as  cold  weather 
becomes  more  severe  the  demand  will  be  much 
greater  than  the  supply. 

Springfield  lump  is  not  as  strong  as  last  week. 
Prices  have  been  only  firm  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  This  is  in  some 
cases  ten  cents  less  than  this  grade  of  coal  sold 
for  last  week.  Mine  run  is  worth  95c@$1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
nut,  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85@2.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings  have  advanced  fifteen 
cents,  the  price  maintaining  at  50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Operators  are  running 
their  mine  four  to  five  days  per  week  and  the 
car  situation  has  notably  improved.  The  demand 
for  domestic  sizes  is  somewhat  less  than  last 
week  owing  to  the  unseasonable  weather. 

Carterville  operators  are  receiving  practically 
the  same  prices  this  week  as  last.  The  demand 
is  very  strong  at  all  points  on  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad.  However,  shipping  points  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  have  received  a  better 
supply  than  formerly.  The  demand  for  egg  and 
lump  is  firm;  country  business  is  good  and  there 
is  very  little  spot  coal  available.  Prices  main¬ 
taining  are  $1.30@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.30@ 
2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  nut;  egg  and  lump, 
$I.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.75 @3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  with  a  firm  demand.  Mine  run  has  been 
bringing  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Du  Quoin  coal  has  suffered  a  decline  of  practi¬ 
cally  ten  cents  on  all  grades.  This  is  due  to 
the  unseasonable  weather  and  a  large  stock  of  this 
grade  of  coal  on  the  market.  It  is  not  anticipated. 


however,  tliat  this  slump  will  continue  for  any 
great  length  of  time.  The  number  one  nut  is 
worth  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  egg,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  lump,  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Indiana  Coals  Active. 

Clinton  mines  are  operating  from  five  to  six 
days  a  week  which  is  a  much  better  average  than 
has  prevailed  for  some  time.  The  car  supply 
is  only  fair  and  in  some  cases  a  little  better  than 
last  week.  The  demand  on  the  whole  is  light, 
and  prices  maintaining  have  not  notably  changed. 
Mine  run  has  been  bringing  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $1.80  Chicago;  screenings,  45c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a 
quarter  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four  inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  some  cases 
there  has  been  a  few  cars  sold  under  these 
prices,  but  the  instances  have  not  been  suf¬ 
ficiently  numbered  to  indicate  a  change  in  the 
market  price. 

Brazil  Block  is  not  quite  in  as  large  a  supply 
as  last  week  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Chicago 
&  Eastern  Illinois  in  permitting  its  equipment  to 
go  more  than  150  miles  away  from  its  connec¬ 
tions.  The  prices  are  practically  the  same  as 
last  week,  open  cars,  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  and  box  cars  $2.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  and  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  inch  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  lump  has  suffered  a  decline  of  fifteen  cents  in 
some  cases.  The  car  shortage  is  more  acute  than 
last  week.  The  country  business  is  good  and  the 
demand  on  the  whole  is  light.  Domestic  lump 
is  worth  $1.90  open  cars  or  $2.00  box  cars  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.70  open  cars  and  $2.80  box  cars 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  $1.45 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine 
run,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  egg  and  lump  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Ohio  Coals  in  Good  Demand. 

Jackson  Hill  coal  continues  in  good  demand 
this  week  and  the  car  situation  has  not  notably 
improved.  Prices  at  the  mines  continue  at  $2.75 
or  $4.40  f.  0.  b.  Chicago  for  open  cars,  box  cars 
when  available,  ten  cents  extra. 

Hocking  is  somewhat  easier  this  week  than 
last.  In  some  cases  it  is  reported  that  the  car 
supply  has  not  been  improved.  The  close  of 
navigation  has  not  affected  shipments  as  much  as 
was  anticipated.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  con¬ 
tinues  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.65  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  in  open  cars  or  $2.10  for  box  cars  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  continues  active  and  there 
is  very  little  of  this  coal  available.  The  demand 
throughout  the  northwest  is  heavy  and  operators 
and  sales  agents  are  not  able  to  take  care  of 
all  orders  promptly.  The  car  supply  has  not 
increased  to  a  degree  worthy  of  comment.  Inch 
and  a  quarter  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Strong. 

Kanawha  sales  agents  claim  that  there  is  not 
a  predominance  of  West  Virginia  splint  in  the 
market.  Winifrede  continues  strong  and  the 
car  supply  is  very  bad.  The  demand  for  Black 
Band  continues  active  and  sales  agents  have  more 
orders  than  they  are  in  a  position  to  fill  promptly. 
Three  quarter  inch  lump  at  the  mines  has  been 
bringing  $1.65@1.75  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chi- 
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cago;  inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.65@3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  operators  are  receiving  perhaps  bet¬ 
ter  transportation  service  this  week  than  last. 
The  shipments  to  eastern  points  have  been  better 
than  in  the  west.  Prices  are  about  the  same  as 
those  maintained  last  week.  Contracts  are  tak¬ 
ing  almost  all  of  the  coal  available.  Gas  coal, 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  has  been  bringing  $1.85  or 
$3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  three  quarter  inch  lump, 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Pocahontas  coal  has  been  shipped  a  little 
more  promptly  this  week  than  last.  Prices  have 
continued  about  the  same  but  the  demand  is 
a  little  less  than  last  week  owing  to  the  unseason¬ 
able  weather.  This  class  of  smokeless  coal  is 
worth  $2.25  at  the  mines  for  domestic  lump  or 
$4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine  run,  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

New  River  smokeless  is  characterized  by  a 
little  better  demand  than  last  week.  Mine  run 
is  not  so  plentiful  and  the  price  at  the  mines 


continues  at  $1.35  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ,  egg 
and  lump,  $2.10@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.15@ 
4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  coal  is  in  good  supply 
but  the  demand  for  lump  is  more  firm. 

Pennsylvania  Coals  Active. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  coming  more  freely  into 
this  market,  owing  perhaps  to  the  close  of  navi¬ 
gation.  This,  however,  will  not  characterize  the 
conditions  in  a  few  weeks  hence  because  the 
dock  equipment  which  is  now  utilized  will  be 
scattered  all  over  the  country.  Prices  are  firm 
at  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
for  the  three  quarter  inch  product. 

Kentucky  Market  Strong. 

Coals  from  the  Kentucky  district  are  very  short. 
It  is  impossible  to  find  any  spot  coal  of  this  de¬ 
scription  and  selling  agents  claim  there  is  very 
little  of  the  coal  available  at  yards.  Dornestic 
lump  is  bringing  from  $4.25@4.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
with  a  very  strong  demand. 


Cannel  Coal  Continues  Strong. 

Telegrams  and  urgent  requests  for  prompt  ship¬ 
ments  of  cannel  coal  have  not  been  sufficient  to 
secure  even  an  extra  car  of  this  product  during 
the  past  week.  In  many  cases  premiums  are 
being  offered  but  to  no  avail.  Selling  agents  pre¬ 
fer  to  serve  all  customers  in  the  order  of  ap¬ 
plication  and  they  assert  that  the  hope  for 
relief  is  not  promising.  The  price  maintaining  at 
Chicago  is  $5.15. 

Coke  Market  Strong. 

Domestic  coke  of  all  sizes  is  in  very  strong 
demand.  The  supply  is  greatly  mitigated  by  the 
acute  car  situation.  Contractors  are  going  into 
the  open  market  where  they  get  but  little  relief. 
West  Virginia  forty-eight  hour  coke  has  been 
selling  this  week  at  $5.65 ;  West  Virginia  seventy- 
two  hour  product,  $6.15;  Connellsville  seventy- 
two  hour  coke,  $6.90;  West  Virginia,  Wise  county 
seventy-two  hour  coke,  $6.50 ;  by-product  foundry 
coke,  $6.50  and  by-product  domestic  coke,  $5.00@ 
$5.25. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  13 — {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  general  market  here  re¬ 
mains  in  much  the  same  condition  that  has  char¬ 
acterized  it  during  the  past  several  weeks.  As 
is  well  known,  the  weather  conditions  throughout 
the  central  part  of  the  country  have  not  been 
conducive  to  large  consumption,  and  here  and 
there  a  weak  spot  is  found  in  a  general  market 
that  is  firm.  This  week  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  the  actual  demand  for  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump’  coal  is  less  than  it  has  been;  but 
there  is  no  slump  in  prices,  as  most  of  the  dealers 
in  this  grade  of  coal  firmly  believe  that  a  few 
days  of  real  winter  weather  will  stiffen  the 
market  up  to  what  it  ought  to  be  at  this  time 
of  year.  A  fair  quotation  on  smokeless  lump 
and  egg  this  week  is  $2.25  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  though  there  seems  to  be  a  number  of  con¬ 
cerns  that  do  not  believe  in  selling  below  $2.50 
a  ton,  and  they  are  holding  out  for  the  price,  as 
they  have  not  yet  caught  up  with  their  orders, 
and  they  believe  that  the  price  will  be  $2.50  or 
better  before  they  are  in  a  position  to  make 
immediate  shipments.  In  the  ordinary  parlance 
of  the  day,  they  are  standing  pat,  and  hoping 
that  colder  weather  will  come  to  help  them  out 
in  their  belief.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  run- 
of-mine  is  worth  from  $1.35  to  $1.50,  with  a  fair 
demand. 

Splint  Coal  Is  Firm. 

The  demand  for  splint  coal  does  not  seem  to 
depend  upon  the  weather  for  the  market  for 
all  grades  of  splint  coal  is  firm  this  week.  Splint 
lump  is  worth  from  $2.00  a  ton  for  the  ordinary 
sizes  up  to  $2.50  for  especially  prepared  large 
blocks.  Just  at  present  time  the  demand  for 
the  higher  priced  grades  is  better  than  for  the 
ordinary  sizes.  It  seems  that  a  great  many 
small  dealers  would  rather  pay  a  premium  for 
the  large  sizes,  as  there  appears  less  waste  in 
them  for  the  dealer  who  has  no  trade  for  his 
screenings. 

Splint  run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.50  at  the  mines, 
and  the  demand  for  it  is  very  satisfactory  tins 
week.  Splint  nut  and  slack  is  very  firm  and 
while  there  is  very  little  of  it  that  gets  upon 
the  open  market,  nearly  everybody  having  con¬ 
tracted  for  their  output  of  this  grade  of  coal,  a 
range  of  prices  on  nut  and  slack  this  week  would 
probably  be  from  seventy-five  cents  to  ninety 
cents  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Immense  Receipts  of  River  Coal. 

The  river  shippers  have  been  continuously 
bringing  coal  down  the  river  in  barges  and  coal- 
boats  for  the  past  three  weeks.  During  the  past 
and  present  week  immense  quantities  of  fuel 
have  been  started  from  Pittsburg,  and  also  from 
the  Kanawha  river,  for  markets  down  stream. 
Kanawha  coal,  however,  is  not  taken  to  the 
south  as  is  Pittsburg  coal.  Up  to  this  time  not 
an  extraordinarily  large  quantity  of  coal  has 
been  stopped  here,  although  many  millions  of 
bushels  have  been  started  from  the  headwaters. 


Just  enough  coal  will  be  held  here  by  the  river 
people  to  properly  take  care  of  their  winter’s 
business.  They  do  not  care  to  have  extraordi¬ 
narily  large  stocks  on  hand  at  this  season  of  the 
year,  when  the  river  is  liable  to  freeze  and  play 
havoc  as  it  did  last  winter  a  year  ago.  Prices 
for  river  coal  are  unchanged,  and  are  not  likely 
to  show  any  change  for  some  time.  Standard 
lump  is  worth  from  7  to  8  cents  a  bushel,  and 
nut  and  slack  5^2  to  6  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in 
barges  in  the  harbor.  Railroad  shippers  do  not 
have  much  fear  of  a  drop  in  river  prices  below 
present  quotations. 

Norfolk  &  Western  Car  Supply  Better. 

From  a  number  of  the  largest  shippers  along 
the  lines  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railroad,  it 
is  learned  that  for  a  week  or  so  the  car  supply 
has  been  considerably  better  than  it  had  been  for 
many  weeks,  and  of  course  the  coal  men  were 
greatly  elated  at  this  welcome  change.  On  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  roads,  however,  no  improvement  whatever 
is  noticeable. 

Coke  Cars  Are  Very  Scarce. 

The  excellent  demand  for  coke  continues^  but 
the  inability  of  the  railroads  to  furnish  coke 
racks  or  box  cars  for  coke  shipment,  cuts  down 
the  actual  tonnage  of  this  fuel  very_  greatly  at 
present.  Not  a  great  deal  of  coke  is  changing 
hands  for  the  reason  that  it  is  contracted  for 
months  in  advance  of  its  manufacture ;  but  there 
is  a  very  acute  demand  for  it  at  present  from 
concerns  which  have  contracts,  but  which  are 
unable  to  get  the  goods.  Foundry  coke  is  quoted 
at  $4.00  and  $4.25  a  ton  at  the  ovens  and  furnace 
ranges  from  $3.50  upward. 

Retail  Trade  Quiet. 

The  retail  trade  of  this  city  continues  rather 
dull,  with  no  changes  in  prices.  The  usual 
grades  of  lump  are  still  selling  for  $3.50  for 
splint,  $4.25  for  New  River  and  Pocahontas,  and 
$7.50  for  anthracite.  Nut  and  slack  for  steam 
purposes  ranges  from  $2.00  to  $2.25  a  ton  deliv¬ 
ered  to  consumers. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Capt.  Harry  Rigdon  is  now  the  only  coal 
gauger  in  Cincinnati,  now  that  Captain  Carr  has 
retired. 

L.  E.  Armentrout,  manager  of  the  Borderland 
Coal  Co.,  Borderland,  W.  Va.,  was  a  Cincinnati 
vsiitor  during  the  week. 

C.  M.  Budd,  superintendent  and  sales  manager 
of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Paducah,  Ky., 
is  in  the  city  visiting  relatives. 

Capt.  John  Moren,  manager  of  the  freight 
department  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 


dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  passed  through 
the  city  Tuesday  morning  on  his  way  to  Mem¬ 
phis.  Captain  Moren  is  well  known  as  a  former 
coal  man. 

Charles  ]ung,  the  widely  known  New  Orleans 
coal  dealer,  passed  throegh  the  city  Tuesday  on 
his  way  from  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans. 

J.  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is 
making  a  tour  of  the  extreme  northwest  in  the 
interest  of  his  company. 

Capt.  George  W.  Thomas,  manager  for  C. 
Jutte  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  spent  part  of  the  week 
in  Cincinnati  looking  after  the  steamboat  and 
coal  properties  of  his  concern. 

P.  A.  Kain,  knowm  very  wddely  in  the  coal 
trade  as  a  first  class  salesman,  as  well  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  good  fellow,  has  cast  his  lot  with  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Warren  Jones,  well  known  to  the  coal  trade 
around  Toledo,  where  he  had  been  in  the  coal 
business  for  some  time,  is  now  on  ^he  road  for 
the  Black  Hand  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  this  city. 

W.  W.  Houston,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Thacker  Coal  &  Coke  Co.’s  mines  at  Thacker, 
W.  Va.,  spent  part  of  the  week  here  visiting 
relatives  and  friends  and  attending  to  some  pri¬ 
vate  business. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  in  the  city  this 
week  looking  after  the  large  shipment  of  coal 
that  his  company  had  passing  down  to  lower 
river  ports. 

The  records  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  the  month  of  November,  show' 
that  the  receipts  of  coal  during  the  month  were 
13,508  cars,  compared  with  receipts  of  9,698  cars 
during  the  same  month  last  year.  The  shipments 
during  November  this  year  were  11,272  cars, 
while  the  shipments  during  the  same  month 
last  year  were  5,706  cars. 

Capt.  Winfield  Scott  Carr,  for  many  years 
a  coal  gauger  on  the  Ohio  river  at  this  point,  has 
retired  from  business  within  the  past  few  days 
on  account  of  failing  health.  Captain  Carr  is 
widely  known  and  highly  respected,  and  it  is  the 
general  wish  among  the  river  shippers  that  the 
long  rest  he  contemplates  taking  will  result  in 
the  restoration  of  his  health. 

Fred  D.  Buskirk,  for  some  time  connected 
with  the  Cincinnati  Gas,  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.  in  an  important  position,  has  resigned  his 
position  with  that  company  to  take  the  secretary¬ 
ship  of  the  Kentucky  Coal  &  Timber  Co.  of  this 
city.  This  company  is  a  “M’Guffin”  concern  and 
has  thousands  of  acres  of  developed  and  unde¬ 
veloped  coal  and  timber  properties  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Mr.  Buskirk  will  look  after  the  proper 
placing  of  these  properties  upon  the  market. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMON 

The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind..  Dec.  13. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — There  has  been  no  change  in 
tile  Indiana  coal  trade  during  the  past  week. 
'I'hc  demand  is  about  the  same  and  the  prices  are 
clinging  to  same  old  groove.  However,  there  is 
no  complaint  as  to  the  prices,  either  by  the  re¬ 
tailer,  wholesaler  or  the  operator.  The  old 
hoodoo — shortage  of  cars,  is  still  very  much  in 
evidence  and  bids  fair  to  continue  so  throughout 
the  entire  winter. 

In  spite  of  the  combined  efforts  of  the  rail¬ 
way  commission,  operators,  other  shippers,  grain 
men  and  manufacturers,  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
legislature  will  be  able  to  remedy  the  situation 
in  time  to  help  out  much  during  the  present  sea¬ 
son.  Most  of  the  operators  have  made  up  their 
minds  to  grin  and  bear  and  do  the  best  they 
can.  It  is  regarded  as  a  piece  of  extreme  bad 
luck,  however,  that  they  are  confronted  with  the 
loss  of  several  big  customers  in  the  gas  belt 
that  are  arranging  to  remove  to  some  other 
state  because  they  can’t  get  enough  fuel. 

The  weather  continues  favorable  to  the  big 
consumers  who  would  be  in  desperate  straits  if 
there  should  be  a  cold  snap.  The  railw'ay  com¬ 
mission  is  not  pushing  the  suit  it  brought  against 
the  Big  Four  about  ten  days  ago  to  compel  it  to 
handle  the  cars  of  the  Southern  Indiana  and  the 
E.  &  T.  II.,  and  to  return  them  promptly,  as  it 
has  hopes  of  bringing  about  a  harmonious  agree¬ 
ment  without  going  to  trial.  The  Big  Four  and 
the  F...  &  'f.  H.  are  exchanaing  some  business, 
but  not  enough  to  affect  the  supply  and  demand 
here  and  throughout  the  gas  belt. 

An  Embargo  Still  On. 

In  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  commission  the 
Southern  Indiana  has  refused  to  raise  its  ein- 
barp  against  the  Big  Four.  Chairman  Hunt,  of 
the'  railway  commission,  says  that  the  Big  Four 
is  willing  to  handle  the  Southern  Indiana  coal 
and  to  return  the  cars  promptly,  but  the  S^th- 
ern  Indiana  won’t  raise  the  embargo  because  the 
Big  Four  won’t  take  all  the  coal  it  will  deliver  to 
it  at  Terre  Haute.  The  Southern  Indian-a  lias 
about  abandoned  the  attempt  to  send  coal  to  the 
gas  belt  by  the  way  of  the  Westport  junction 
with  the  Michigan  division  of  the  Big  Four. 

Most  of  the  roads  are  handling  more  coal  than 
they  were  a  few  days  ago,  but  the  movement  is 
necessarily  slow,  owing  to  ^I'.e  congestion  of  all 
lines  of  traffic.  Under  the  circum.stances  the  op¬ 
erators  have  had  the  usual  amount  of  trouble 
filling  their  orders,  but  they  have  not  boosted 
the  prices  from  what  they  were  a  week  ago.  The 
quotations  among  the  retailers  here  and  at  other 
important  centers  are  also  the  same  as  they 
were  at  last  report. 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  \‘i.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Prices  are  showing  no  change.  In 
the  Wheeling  district  they  still  hang 
at  $1.25  for  mine  run  at  the  mine,  and  graded 
accordingly.  Stability  is  shown  in  the  other  dis¬ 
tricts.  It  is  said  that  Fairmont  coal  is  hard  to 
get  at  present  and  much  in  demand.  The  closing 
of  the  lake  season  has  not  made  any  difference 
in  the  general  situation,  especially  with  reference 
to  cars.  Naturally  it  would  be  expected  that  the 
situation  would  ease  up,  but  prices  remain  the 
same,  demand  is  as  strong  and  cars  are  as  scarce. 

Time  for  Cars  to  Return. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has  no  restriction  oij 
cars  now,  and  the  cars  formerly  sent  to  the 
lakes  are  being  sent  to  distant  points.  While  in 
the  lake  trade  they  could  be  figured  on  taking 
only  about  ten  days  on  the  round  trip.  Now 
they  are  being  widely  scattered  and  some  of 
them  may  not  be  returned  to  the  West  Virginia 
inines  before  thirty  days,  and  probably  sixty  days 
in  some  cases.  1  here  is  the  prospect,  however, 
of  a  let-up  in  traffic  in  other  lines  of  business 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Indiana  Manufacturers’  & 
Shippers’  Association  at  the  Claypool  hotel  yes¬ 
terday  it  was  decided  that  vigorous  steps  shall 
be  taken  at  the  coming  session  of  the  legislature 
to  obtain  such  laws  as  will  enable  the  rabroad 
commission  to  compel  the  railroad  companies  to 
furnish  adequate  transportation  facilities. 

A  committee  consisting  of  C.  H.  Jones,  J.  V. 
Zartman,  Indianapolis;  W.  H.  Tobin,  L.  A. 
Clark,  Muncie;  J.  J.  Mack,  Anderson;  liidward 
Watson,  Vincennes;  F.  L.  Wolford,  Linton;  J.  F. 
Fredericks,  Kokomo,  and  F.  R.  Call,  Flwood, 
was  appointed  to  present  the  shippers’  case  to 
the  legislature  and  to  do  everything  possible  to 
have  the  railway  commission  law  strengthened. 

Over  one  hundred  men,  representing  a  great 
variety  of  interests,  whose  aggregate  value  ran 
into  the  millions,  attended  the  meeting  and  told 
a  story  of  hardships  suffered  for  a  long  time  be¬ 
cause  of  the  failure  and  refusal  of  the  railroad 
companies  to  give  them  transportation  facilities 
for  their  products.  One  of  the  main  complaints 
was  that  the  railroads  have  brought  on  a  fuel 
famine  by  failing  to  handle  the  coal  offered  to 
them  in  the  Indiana  field. 

1  he  greatest  suffering  for  want  of  fuel  was 
reported  by  gas  belt  manufacturers,  some  of 
whom  declared  that  they  have  been  making  their 
plans  to  move  to  another  state  where  it  will  not 
he  so  difficult  to  obtain  fuel.  It  was  charged  that 
the  railroads  have  discriminated  against  Indiana 
coal  in  order  that  they  might  get  a  longer  haul 
on  eastern  coal  and  more  money  for  their  busi¬ 
ness. 

Several  coal  operators  told  how  they  have  been 
unable  to  fill  the  contracts  or  operate  their  mines 
because  of  the  embargoes  between  several  of  the 
roads  and  their  failure  to  furnish  cars  and  han¬ 
dle  them  promptly  after  they  were  loaded. 

Discrimination  Alleged. 

State  Senator  Kimbrough,  Muncie,  who  is  a 
manufacturer,  denounced  the  railroads  vigorous¬ 
ly.  He  said  the  Indiana  coal  belonged  to  tlie 
people  of  this  state  and  that  the  railroads  should 
be  compelled  to  haul  it  to  them.  He  also  said 
that  representatives  of  some  roads  told  him 
they  would  not  haul  Indiana  coal  as  long  as  they 
could  get  other  freight. 

It  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  the  ship¬ 
pers  should  demand  that  the  commission  be  given 
ample  power  to  enforce  its  decisions  and  to  com¬ 
pel  the  railroads  to  haul  freight  a  certain  distance 
and  to  furnish  cars  whenever  they  are  ordered. 
Nothing  but  radical  action  will  satisfy  the  ship¬ 
pers  who  say  they  have  reached  the  limit. 

Every  member  of  the  legislature  will  be  seen 
before  the  session  relative  to  the  shippers’  de¬ 
mands. 


Mining  News. 

after  the  holidays'  which  will  serve  to  put  more 
cars  in  the  coal  trade,  as  well  as  motive  power. 

Labor  Trouble  Produces  Rioting. 

The  Elm  Grove  Mining  Co.,  operating  at  the 
town  of  that  name  a  short  distance  of  Wheeling, 
has  never  settled  its  wage  differences  with  the 
local  union  since  the  strike  in  the  Wheeling-Ohio 
district  last  spring.  The  company  has  been  able 
to  keep  going  on  a  small  scale  and  this  week  the 
union  workers  got  incensed  at  the  non-union 
employes  and  started  a  riot  which  resulted  in 
a  dozen  on  both  sides  coming  out  the  worse  foi 
wear  in  a  general  fight.  The  local  authorities 
were  required  to  quell  the  disturbance  and  the 
company  will  now  ask  for  protection.  With  this 
exhibition  of  lawlessness  it  is  thought  the  union 
has  shot  its  last  wad.  .'\mong  those  injured  in 
the  fight  was  Jerry  Westlake,  the  mine  foreman, 
and  formerly  a  deputy  state  mine  inspector,  who 
lost  his  state  position  for  lining  up  with  the 
anti-administration  faction  in  the  governorship 
contest  two  years  ago.  The  Elm  Grove  and 
Hitchman  mines  in  the  Wheeling  district  have 
so  far  successfully  resisted  the  union  scale  de- 
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mands.  The  union  has  been  sadly  impaired  in 
this  locality. 

Miners  Making  Poor  Time. 

Throughout  the  Eastern  Ohio  district  adjacent 
to  Wheeling  the  mines  are  not  averaging  more 
than  four  days  a  week.  This  condition  has  had 
the  effect  of  solving  the  labor  shortage  problem. 
When  the  demand  for  coal  was  more  insistent  a 
few  months  back  and  the  car  shortage  problem 
was  not  considered  due  to  last  so  long,  the 
miners  kept  hanging  on  in  the  hope  of  steadier 
employment,  but  now  they  are  beginning  to  real¬ 
ize  it  is  a  hopeless  case  for  months  to  come  and 
are  drifting  to  other  fields  or  hunting  other  ave¬ 
nues  of  employment. 

Fairmont  Company’s  Busy  Season. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  one-sixteenth  of  the 
soft  coal  that  passed  through  the  Soo  the  past 
season  was  mined  by  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 
from  its  various  mines.  It  sent  to  the  lakes 
about  900,000  tons,  a  good  increase  for  the  year. 
Only  one-twentieth  of  the  company's  products  go 
to  the  lakes,  however.  It  is  shipping  about  four 
per  cent  of  all  the  coal  exported  from  this  coun¬ 
try.  Its  gas  coal  is  finding  a  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  market  among  steel  mills,  especially  in  the 
east.  Its  by-product  coal  and  coke  business  have 
orders  ahead  far  into  the  winter. 

November  Increases  on  New  River, 

'The  November  tonnage  out  of  the  New  River 
region  totaled  464,560  tons,  an  increase  over  Oc¬ 
tober.  A  slight  increase  was  shown  also  in  coke. 
Both  increases  were  due  to  a  little  better  car 
supply.  The  bulk  of  the  output  went  to  tidewater 
points. 

FIELD  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

The  Sullivan  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  to  operate  on  Piney  River,  New  River  dis¬ 
trict,  with  $150,000  capital,  by  local  people.  A 
mine  will  be  opened  soon. 

The  Wyoming-Pocahontas  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  to  operate  in  the  Flat  Top  section  of 
Raleigh  county,  by  W.  B.  Whiting  and  others, 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  authorized  capital  of 
$2,000,000. 

The  Harvey  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  brought  suit 
for  $25,000  against  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  for 
an  accounting  of  coal  sold.  It  is  similar  to  the 
suit  recently  brought  by  the  Collins  Colliery  Co., 
also  of  the  New  River  region. 

The  title  to  120  acres  of  very  valuable  land  in 
McDowell  county,  owned  by  the  Berwind  inter¬ 
ests,  has  been  held  to  be  clear  in  a  suit  to  test  an 
old  will.  While  the  tract  is  not  large  it  contains 
operations  that  involved  fully  half  a  million  to  the 
company. 

An  echo  of  the  coke  injunction  suits  in  the 
Mercer  county  section  of  the  Pocahontas  region 
is  reflected  now  by  a  complaint  filed  with  the 
interstate  commerce  commission  by  the  Powhatan 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  alleging  discrimination  against 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad,  and  naming  si.xty 
cornpanies.  Favoritism  is  alleged  in  the  matter  of 
basis  of  car  supply. 

C.  H.  Loucks,  an  operator  of  Scottdale,  Pa., 
has  purchased  ten  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Preston  county,  adjoining  a  tract  owned  by  Sena¬ 
tor  Elkins.  Mr.  Loucks  proposes  to  connect  his 
property  with  a  railroad  that  will  strike  the 
B.  &  O.  at  Selbysport,  Md.  The  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.  is  the  reported  purchaser  of  813  acres  lying 
in  Harrison  and  Marion  counties. 

The  appliption  for  an  injunction  to  close  the 
Pawama  mine,  asked  for  by  Deput}’  Inspector 
Warner,  has  been  refused.  The  inspector  contend¬ 
ed  the  air  circulation  was  poor,  but  the  company 
submitted  expert  testimony  to  show  it  was  as 
pure  as  existed  in  the  other  mines  in  the  same 
region.  This  was  the  first  time  an  injunction 
was  asked  for  under  the  same  conditions  and  the 
case  attracted  wide  interest. 

V 

The  Chicago.  Burlin^on  &  Quincy  railroad 
has  reported  that  it  will  haul  no  more  grain 
until  the  coal  shortage  throughout  the  state  of 
Nebraska  has  been  relieved. 
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The  Detroit 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Dec.  13. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  bituminous  market,  so  far  as 
tlie  steam  coal  trade  is  concerned,  shows  a  slight 
weakness  compared  with  last  week.  Continued 
warm  weather,  or  rather  the  fact  that  it  is  not  as 
cold  as  expected,  has  had  a  tendency  to  lessen  the 
demand,  but  the  jobbers  are  confident  that  a  good 
time  is  coming — a  bad  time  for  the  consumer — 
“And  we  propose  to  teach  those  fellows  who  did 
not  order  coal  during  the  summer  when  it  was 
cheap  and  delivery  was  easy,  a  lesson  they  won’t 
forget,”  remarked  a  prominent  coal  man.  And  I 
guess  he  told  the  truth,  for  storms  are  raging  all 
around  Detroit,  and  when  they  strike  this  city 
there  will  be  “something  doing.” 

Prices,  however,  have  not  fallen  off  very  much 
and  the  domestic  trade  is  as  good  as  ever,  and 
dealers  are  doing  a  good  business.  The  weakness 
in  the  market  is  shown  by  the  drop  in  No.  8, 
which  sold  this  week  for  $1.15  and  $1.25  for  run- 
of-mine  and  three-quarters,  respectively. 

Car  Situation  Does  Not  Improve. 

The  car  situation  is  still  very  bad  with  no  pros¬ 
pect  of  its  getting  any  better.  But  what  is 
most  embarrassing  at  present  is  the  fact  that  coal 
ordered  for  this  market  cannot  be  delivered 
promptly  by  the  railroads.  Here  is  an  example 
which  applies  also  to  Detroit  as  well :  A  certain 
firm  of  this  city  marked  out  several  cars  on  No¬ 
vember  twenty-eighth  for  St.  Thomas,  Canada, 
which  have  not  yet  reached  that  city.  Locally  the 
trouble  is  not  so  much  on  the  private  sidings  as  on 
the  team  tracks.  Last  September,  the  Grand 
Trunk  put  an  embargo  on  the  Michigan  Central, 
declaring  that  it  could  not  take  any  more  of  its 
cars,  and  this  state  of  affairs  has  continued  ever 
since  with  more  or  less  embarrassment  for  ship¬ 
pers.  The  Michigan  Central  does  about  three- 
fourths  of  the  hauling  to  this  point  and  the  track¬ 
age  on  all  the  roads  here  is  very  inadequate.  Last 
Tuesday  the  Michigan  Central  brought  1,140  cars 
from  Toledo,  nearly  all  of  which  were  loaded  with 
coal.  However,  as  about  eight  hundred  cars  of 
coal  are  consumed  in  Detroit  daily,  that  is  not 
such  a  very  big  number  after  all.  The  B.  &  O. 
has  a  grievance  against  the  M.  C.,  claiming  that 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dec.  11. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  shortage  of  coal  in  Kansas 
and  in  fact  all  over  the  southwestern  district  is 
easily  the  most  important  topic  of  discussion 
among  coal  men  this  week.  The  situation  is  very 
serious.  Each  day  brings  fresh  reports  of  strained 
conditions  in  different  parts  of  the  district. 
Coal  men  are  being  engulfed  with  orders  and  can 
not  begin  to  supply  the  trade.  Never  before  in 
the  southwestern  district  was  there  such  a  call 
for  coal;  in  many  cases  it  amounts  to  a  pitiful 
appeal. 

A  dispatch  from  Reno,  Nev.,  today  said  that  a 
trainload  of  wood  is  being  rushed  into  southern 
Nevada  and  the  famine  in  Goldfield  and  Tonapah 
will  in  all  probability  be  relieved  before  many 
days.  The  fuel  famine  extends  over  the  entire 
state  of  Nevada.  Wood  can  still  be  obtained 
but  only  in  small  quantities  and  at  a  very  high 
price.  In  Goldfield  the  supply  of  wood  is  rapidly 
being  exhausted.  What  fuel  arrives  from  the 
hills  is  bid  in  by  the  competitive  buyers,  the 
record  price  being  $70  a  cord.  Reports  from 
South  McAlester,  I.  T.,  say  that  coal  is  being 
moved  more  rapidly  than  at  any  time  since  the 
shortage  began  in  September.  The  Rock  Island 
trains  south  are  hauling  a  number  of  cars  of 
coal,  which  will  relieve  the  famine  in  several 
of  the  large  Texas  towns.  The  Katy  has  been 
taking  out  the  coal  regularly  for  the  last  three 
days. 

Conditions  in  Texas. 

Conditions  in  the  Texas  field  are  very  serious 
at  the  present  time.  The  coal  famine  there  has 
reached  such  an  acute  stage  in  some  parts  of  that 
state  that  people  are  burning  bacon.  It  is  said 
that  if  there  is  no  relief  from  the  car  shortage 
in  Texas  soon  the  conditions  will  be  almost 


Coal  Trade. 

that  road  has  laid  an  embargo  on  its  freight,  but 
the  M.  C.  says,  “’Tain’t  so.” 

Coke  Market  Not  So  Strong. 

A  Chicago  firm  recently  quoted  Connellsville 
coke  at  four  dollars  at  the  ovens,  which  is  a  drop 
of  two  cents  from  last  week’s  quotation.  How¬ 
ever,  the  Solvay  Co.,  at  this  point,  has  contracted 
for  all  its  output  for  months  ahead  and  has  no 
coke  for  sale,  either  for  foundry  or  domestic 
purposes.  The  reason  for  the  recent  advance  in 
price  is  that  there  is  a  great  demand  for  it,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  immense  increase  of  late  in  the  iron 
industry.  The  Detroit  City  Gas  Co.,  which  does 
a  big  retail  business,  claims  that  it  cannot  get  the 
equipment  to  load  its  coke. 

Anthracite  Coming  Along  Well. 

In  anthracite  circles  agents  are  much  encouraged 
by  the  turn  for  the  better  that  the  situation  has 
taken.  Cars,  since  the  close  of  navigation  and 
the  consequent  letting  up  of  the  grain  shipments, 
have  been  more  plenty  and,  if  the  supply  of  the 
box  variety  runs  low,  there  are  some  gondolas 
available  at  Buffalo.  However,  after  this  week, 
no  serious  trouble  in  getting  box  cars  is  antici¬ 
pated,  unless  a  storm  breaks  lose.  In  that  case 
matters  would  be  pretty  badly  mixed  up  here, 
for  it  cannot  be  denied  that  chestnut  is  getting 
dangerously  low  and  there  is  not  enough  egg  and 
stove  coal  to  boast  much  about.  But  agents  are 
beginning  to  see  daylight  and  are  meeting  the 
great  demand — for  business  has  increased  consid¬ 
erably — with  fairly  good  success.  The  worst  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  over. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

G.  H.  Krudop,  a  prominent  coal  man  of  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  made  a  short  visit  to  this  city  last 
Monday. 

The  Christmas  calendar  of  Ayers  &  Chase  is 
greatly  admired  by  their  friends  who  have  been 
remembered. 

James  J.  Kelly,  manager  of  the  Phoenix  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  of  Chicago,  dropped  in  on  some  of 
his  coal  friends  last  Monday. 


unbearable.  Reports  from  Kansas  vary.  Some 
of  them  say  that  the  conditions  are  improving, 
while  others  declare  that  no  relief  seems  to  be  in 
sight.  A  recent  dispatch  from  Trinidad,  Kas.,  said 
that  with  a  few  paltry  pounds  of  Trinidad  on 
hand  and  no  more  in  sight,  save  an  overdue  car 
from  Colorado,  the  coal  situation  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  has  become  desperate.  The  famine  extends 
throughout  the  entire  section  of  Kansas  and  yet 
the  railway  companies  declare  that  they  are  doing 
all  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  conditions. 

Only  the  other  day  the  citizens  of  Atlanta 
and  Latham,  Kas.,  two  stations  on  the  Frisco, 
east  of  Winfield,  seized  a  freight  train  and  con¬ 
fiscated  four  cars  of  coal.  Two  cars  were  held 
at  each  town.  The  residents  of  these  towns 
were  so  badly  in  need  of  coal  that  they  took 
this  method  of  getting  it.  The  coal  seized  was 
billed  for  territory  points.  As  far  east  as  Leav¬ 
enworth  complaints  are  being  heard.  The  officials 
of  the  Kansas  penitentiary  there  say  they  are 
having  trouble  in  supplying  the  state  institu¬ 
tions.  Owing  to  inability  to  get  cars  as  desired 
early  in  the  fall  it  was  not  found  possible  to 
get  an  additional  advance  supply  to  the  state 
institutions  as  in  other  years.  The  demand  for 
coal  in  the  state  establishments  is  so  great  that 
406  men  were  put  to  work  in  a  mine  this  week 
and  sixty  more  worked  at  the  top.  The  prison 
brick  yard  was  shut  down  in  order  that  the  men 
could  dig  coal. 

Causes  of  the  Shortage. 

The  shortage  of  coal  in  Kansas  is  due  to  two 
reasons,  lack  of  enough  coal  miners  to  dig  the 
coal  and  inability  to  get  the  cars  to  ship.  Almost 
all  of  the  shafts  in  the  Pittsburg  district  are 
short  of  the  number  of  men  desired  to  work  in 


the  mines.  Ever  since  the  fall  coal  trade  opened 
in  August  there  has  been  a  lack  of  men.  In 
good  times  like  the  present  many  of  the  coal 
miners  find  profitable  employment  outside  of  the 
mines  and  do  not  care  to  work  beneath  the 

^Vhe  coal  famine  has  not  as  yet  been  seriously 
felt  in  Kansas  City.  There  is,  however,  a  big 
demand  for  coal  and  the  dealers  are  extremely 
busy.  As  yet  prices  have  not  been  affected  much 
by  the  shortage.  There  has  been  no  increase  in 
Kansas  City  in  the  last  two  weeks. 

An  agent  for  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  was  lately  in  the  Indian  Territory  in¬ 
vestigating  whether  or  not  the  coal  production 
was  controlled  in  the  output  and  prices  by  a 
combine.  J.  George  Wright,  United  States  In¬ 
dian  inspector,  got  a  list  of  the  operating  com¬ 
panies,  whose  output  is  handled  by  the  McAles¬ 
ter  Fuel  Co.,  and  found  that  these  companies  rep¬ 
resented  more  than  half  of  the  output  in  the 
Territory.  The  attorney  of  the  interior  depart¬ 
ment  sent  Wright’s  letter  to  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission.  Its  findings  have  not  been 
announced. 

Devlin  Property  to  Be  Sold. 

The  trustees  of  the  Devlin  estate  have  adver¬ 
tised  for  sale  nearly  all  the  remainder  of  Charles 
J.  Devlin’s  real  estate  holdings  in  Kansas.  These 
are  the  properties  in  the  Devlin  personal  estate, 
and  comprise  a  vast  amount  of  land  in  Crawford 
county  in  Frontenac,  Chicopee  and  other  towns 
in  which  Mr.  Devlin  operated.  Most  of  the  land 
is  what  is  termed  “surface  land,”  the  coal  having 
been  reserved.  Other  land  will  be  sold  with  the 
coal  still  in  it,  pd  still  other  property  consists 
merely  of  coal  rights. 

Bids  on  this  land  will  he  received  by  the  trus¬ 
tees  up  to  January  twelfth,  after  which  the  land 
will  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidder,  as  was  done  in 
the  case  of  the  Topeka  real  estate  holdings.  It 
is  expected  that  most  of  the  bids  will  come  from 
where  the  character  of  the  property  is  understood. 

The  property  includes  a  total  of  9,551  acres  of 
coal  land,  all  located  around  Pittsburg,  either 
centering  about  Frontenac,  or  Chicopee.  Much  of 
the  land  is  undeveloped  coal  located  northwest 
of  Pittsburg. 

The  Cherokee  &  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
reserves  most  of  tbe  coal  underlying  the  land  as 
well  as  the  mines  and  mine  property.  The  sale 
will  take  in  mostly  surface  lands  above  the  coal, 
suitable  for  farm  property. 

The  bids  are  to  be  opened  on  January  four¬ 
teenth,  at  Topeka. 

NOTES. 

R.  A.  Grubbs  and  party  from  Cherokee,  1.  T., 
have  been  prospecting  for  coal  south  of  Minden, 
Kas.,  in  the  last  week. 

The  Nevius  Coal  Co.  is  negotiating  to  obtain 
the  property  of  the  Embree  Coal  Co.,  which  re¬ 
cently  went  to  the  wall.  It  was  reported  the  deal 
had  been  closed,  the  purchase  price  being  eight 
thousand  dollars. 

The  Home  Riverside  Coal  Co.,  in  Leavenworth, 
according  to  President  E.  W.  Snyder,  is  badly  in 
need  of  many  miners.  It  is  said  to  be  behind  in 
its  orders  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  cars 
and  is  willing  to  give  all  the  miners  it  can  find 
plenty  of  work  throughout  the  winter.  The 
company  now  has  on  its  payroll  about  eight  hun¬ 
dred  men. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


Anthracite. 

Grate  . $6.50 

Stove  . • .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  . • .  .  6.75 

Bituminous. 

Smokeless  lump  . 5.00 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut  .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut  .  4.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

Screenings  .  1.75 

Gas  house  coke .  5.50 


Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 
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TKe  Tennessee  Coal  Trade. 


Memphis,  'J'enn.,  Dec.  11. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  situation  is  very  tight  on  coal. 
Mines  that  have  been  usually  shipping  twenty-five 
to  thirty  cars  per  day  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  are  only  able  to  ship  two-thirds  of 
their  output  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars 
and  the  railroad  is  calling  for  the  maximum 
amount  of  company  coal  which  is  leaving  but 
little  for  steam  and  domestic  purposes.  Plants 
all  over  this  immediate  territory  are  closing  down 
for  fuel  and  there  seems  to  be  little  probability  of 
relief  until  after  the  holidays  at  least. 

Mines  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  are  only 
able  to  run  on  an  average  of  two  full  days  in  a 
week,  in  the  Kentucky  district,  and  the  demand 
for  company  coal  calls  for  all  or  the  better  part 
of  that.  On  the  Frisco  road,  the  mines  run  on  an 
average  of  one-third  time  and  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  has  restricted  all  car  loading  for  a  period 
of  ten  days  to  company  coal. 

Price  Conditions. 

Prices  have  advanced  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
per  cent,  it  is  now  practically — supply  at  any 
price.  The  only  section  that  seems  to  have  any 
coal  to  offer  is  the  Illinois  field  on  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad,  and  this  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  their  tonnage  usually  goes  to  the  far  west  and 
they  are  unable  to  secure  the  proper  equipment  for 
that  business. 

Domestic  coal  in  Memphis  has  advanced  in  the 
past  sixty  days  from  $2.75  for  ten  barrels  to  $4 
cart  load  coal.  The  section  west  of  Memphis, 
which  depends  on  Arkansas  coal  for  its  supply,  is 
entirely  out  of  coal  and  is  calling  on  this  terri¬ 
tory  for  Alabama  and  Kentucky  coal.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  coal  on  the  river. 


PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Galloway  Coal  Co.  is  furnishing  a  hearth 
broom  complimentary  to  each  of  their  retail  cus¬ 
tomers  just  now. 

Brantner  and  Leamen  have  organized  a  new  re¬ 
tail  coal  firm  at  Chattanooga.  Their  yards  are 
located  near  Market  and  William  streets. 

The  National  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Bates,  Scott 
county,  Arkansas,  has  been  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
of  which  fifteen  thousand  dollars  has  been  sub¬ 
scribed.  1  he  incorporators  are :  J,  G.  Wamack, 
M.  R.  Lively  and  P.  E.  Ford,  of  Webb  City,  Mo.; 
and  C.  Remington  and  M.  B.  Davidson,  of  Bates, 
Ark. 

An  extensive  deal  in  coal  properties  has  been 
consummated  by  O.  M.  Bowling,  of  the  H.  B. 
Bowling  Coal  Co.,  at  Oliver  Springs,  Tenn.,  in 
the  purchase  of  the  Little  Brushy  Mountain  Coal 
Co.’s  properties.  These  mines  and  coal  lands  are 
situated  on  the  Harriman  Northeastern  railroad, 
about  three  or  four  miles  south  of  Petros.  This 
is  considered  valuable  coal  property  and  is  exten¬ 
sively  developed.  The  consideration  was  $30,000. 

A  new  coal  cornpany  to  develop  coal  lands  in 
the  Chattanooga  district  has  been  organized.  This 
is  the  High  Carbon  Coal  Co.  The  promoters  of 
the  organization  are:  Judge  James  K.  Hines,  of 
Atlanta,  president;  E.  M.  Jones,  of  Chattanooga, 
vice-president  and  general  manager,  and  R.  E. 
Watson,  of  Atlanta,  secretary.  The  company  will 
develop  some  properties  in  Dade  county,  Georgia, 
near  Whiteside,  Tenn.,  on  the  N.  C.  &  St.  L.  rail¬ 
road.  1  he  principal  office  of  the  company  will  be 
m  Atlanta.  A  branch  office  will  he  located  in 
the  News  building,  Chattanooga  with  Mr.  Jones 
in  charge. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  Dec.  12.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— Insurance  on  hulls  expired  at  noon 
today  and  it  is  understood  that  no  extension 
of  time  will  be  made,  as  has  been  done 
some  seasons  in  the  past.  The  weather 
for  several  weeks  has  been  uncertain,  and 
the  risk  for  a  few  days  more  would  be 
greater  than  many  of  the  companies 
would  care  to  take.  But  shippers  say  that 
vessels  will  be  loaded  all  this  week,  without 
insurance,  as  many  of  the  large  contracts  are 
still  short  and  they  are  anxious  to  deliver  as 
much  as  they  can  on  them.  Whether  any  of 
the  boats  will  be  able  to  reach  the  head  of  the 
lakes  is  a  question,  but  Lake  Michigan  ports 
may  be  accessible  for  some  days  yet.  The 
Soo  will  probably  be  kept  open  by  ice  boats 
for  the  remainder  of  the  week. 

Wild  rates  have  advanced  quite  a  little 
within  the  last  two  weeks.  After  having  been 
steady  at  fifty  cents  all  through  the  season, 
they  were  advanced  to  seventy-five  cents  to 
the  head  of  the  lakes  a  few  days  ago  and 
several  boats  are  being  loaded  for  Milwaukee 
and  other  points  this  week  at  $1.  These  fig¬ 
ures  are  not  at  all  unusual  and  if  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  had  been  anything  like  sufficient,  the  ad¬ 
vance  would  have  shown  itself  quite  a  little 
earlier  than  it  did.  In  fact,  this  is  usually 
the  case.  But  with  mines  operating  about 
half  time  or  less,  vessels  the  greater  part  of 
the  season  had  difficulty  in  getting  cargoes 
and  there  were  no  grounds  upon  which  an  ad¬ 
vance  could  be  made.  Many  of  the  shippers 
contracted  their  tonnage  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season  and  contract  boats  thus  took  up  a 
great  deal  of  the  business.  On  the  whole  it 
is  doubtful  whether  the  season  has  been  en¬ 
tirely  satisfactory  to  the  vessel  men  as  far  as 
the  coal  trade  is  concerned. 

Local  steam  trade  is  in  good  condition  so 
far  as  prices  are  concerned,  but  for  some  time 
the  supply  has  been  so  short  as  to  cause  ap¬ 
prehension  among  both  the  consumers  and 
the  producers.  Cars  were  a  little  more  plenti¬ 
ful  the  past  week  and  some  relief  was  felt 
among  buyers,  but  at  the  same  time  there  is 
practically  no  surplus.  It  may  be  that  the 


close  of  navigation  will  leave  a  few  cars  on 
track  that  may  be  switched  to  the  local  trade, 
but  shippers  state  that  the  prospect  of  any 
large  amount  is  very  slim.  In  years  past,  the 
close  of  the  lake  season  usually  left  a  large 
amount  of  fuel  to  be  disposed  of  and  a  slump 
m  prices  followed,  but  conditions  are  different 
this  year,  and  it  is  believed  that  almost  all  the 
coal  that  is  shipped  here  will  be  loaded.  The 
stringent  railroad  rules  will  also  cut  some  fig¬ 
ure  in  the  mattter,  as  any  transfer  from  lake 
shipments  will  necessitate  an  additional  ex¬ 
pense. 

Little  change  has  been  noted  in  the  retail 
trade  for  some  weeks.  So  far  the  dealers  have 
managed  to  get  through,  although  some  of 
them  complain  of  scarcity  in  anthracite  and 
pme  grades  of  soft  coal.  Small  dealers  have 
in  some  cases  been  compelled  to  depend  upon 
the  larger  ones  for  various  kinds  of  coal,  but 
within  the  last  week  shipments  have  been 
coming  in  a  little  more  freely  and  they  are 
now  in  better  shape.  There  has  been  but  little 
cold  weather,  yet  the  demand  for  coal  has 
perhaps  exceeded  any  other  year  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  state. 

V 

Ihe  interstate  commerce  commission,  which 
was  authorized  by  the  Tillman-Gillespie  reso¬ 
lution  to  investigate  the  relations  of  railroads 
with  the  business  of  transportation,  mining 
and  handling  coal,  will  soon  prepare  its  report 
for  submission  to  the  present  session  of  con¬ 
gress. 

Commissioner  E.  E.  Clark,  who  for  the  last 
few  weeks  has  been  investigating  the  methods 
of  the  Rio  Grande  Western  or  Gould  lines  in 
Colorado  has  returned  to  Washington  to  aid 
the  commission  in  preparing  its  report  to  con¬ 
gress.  Chairman  Knapp  said  there  was  no 
friction  between  the  commission  and  the  in¬ 
terior  department  and  added:  “If  any  criti¬ 
cism  or  disapproval  has  come  from  that  source 
It  has  been  confined  to  subordinates  who  spoke 
without  the  sanction  of  the  head  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.” 


The  Miner-Doctors. 

Accidents  have  always  been  a  serious  factor  in 
coal  mining.  Millions  have  been  spent  in  safe¬ 
guarding  workers  in  the  anthracite  mines  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  And  now  a  new  force  has  been  added 
to  the  army  of  men  employed  to  detect  and  ward 
off  the  approach  of  menace  from  gas,  flood  and 
falling  earth,  stone  and  coal. 

The  latest  step  taken  to  protect  the  miner  is  the 
establishment  of  “First  Aid  to  the  Injured  Corps” 
by  many  of  the  anthracite  operators.  Formerly  an 
injured  man  had  to  be  carried  awkwardly  through 
the  subterranean  passages,  hoisted  to  the  surface 
and  conveyed  to  a  distance  before  he  could  get 
any  relief.  Now  the  miner’s  hurts  are  first  re¬ 
lieved  on  the  spot  and  even  broken  limbs  can  be 
set  and  bandaged  by  the  trained  “miner  doctors” 
always  at  hand. 

Instructed  by  Experts. 

The  First  Aid  Corps  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  at  its  collieries  near 
Pottsville,  has  attained  unusual  proficiency.  From 
five  to  fifteen  young  miners  from  every  colliery  of 
the  company  make  up  the  corps.  They  are  in¬ 
structed  by  Dr.  George  H.  Halberstadt  of  Potts¬ 
ville,  employed  by  the  company  to  take  charge 
of  this  welfare  work. 

As  a  result  of  his  instruction  the  members  of 
the  corps  can  set  and  put  splints  on  broken  limbs, 
help  to  induce  artificial  respiration  in  cases  of  suf¬ 
focation,  stop  quickly  a  dangerous  flow  of  blood, 
dress  burns  and  bandage  wounds  with  a  near 
approach  to  the  skill  of  an  experienced  physician. 
They  are  taught  how  to  carry  an  injured  miner 
along  the  steep  gangways  and  over  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  the  mines,  to  the  shaft.  If  the  heavy  lit- 
tej  of  the  army  style,  with  which  they  are  sup¬ 
plied,  is  not  available,  the  members  of  the  corps 
know  how  to  make  one  from  blankets  or  cloth¬ 
ing.  After  the  injured  man  is  placed  in  the  cage 
and  lifted  to  the  surface  he  is  put  in  an  ambu¬ 
lance  which  the  company  maintains  at  all  of  its 
collieries  and  is  taken  to  his  home  or  the  hos¬ 
pital. 

No  Stops  for  “Refreshments.” 

One  of  the  most  imperative  instructions  is  that 
the  First  Aid  man,  who  always  accompanies  the 
miner  in  the  ambulance,  must  see  to  it  that  the 
driver  never  stops  on  the  way  to  the  hospital. 
Before  the  advent  of  the  First  Aid  Corps  the 
driver  generally  stopped  to  water  his  mules  before 
a  saloon  or  hotel,  which  was  frequently  a  re¬ 
minder  that  he  as  well  as  the  mules  needed  re¬ 
freshment.  While  he  was  obtaining  it  the  injured 
man  had  to  lie  neglected.  Frequently  whisky 
would  be  given  to  him  also,  in  such  quantities 
that  after  a  long  and  injurious  delay  he  would 
reach  the  hospital  with  his  mine  injuries  compli¬ 
cated  by  another  trouble. 

The  watchfulness  of  the  corps  man  now  pre- 
v'ents  all  this.  To  avoid  the  danger  of  mistakes 
the  corps  is  forbidden  to  give  any  medicine  and 
no  stimulant  may  be  administered  save  hot  black 
coffee — never  whisky.  As  soon  as  the  injured  man 
is  taken  home  the  responsibility  of  the  First  Aid 
Corps  ceases. 

To  test  the  understanding  of  this  important 
rule.  Dr.  Halberstadt,  at  a  recent  lecture  asked 
one  of  the  corps :  “Suppose  a  man  is  burned  in 
the  mines  and  you  dress  his  injuries  and  accom¬ 
pany  him  home.  What  method  of  treatment  wduld 
j'ou  adopt  when  you  visit  him  the  next  day?”  “I 
would  not  treat  him  the  next  day,”  was  the  quick 
reply,  “because  I  would  be  liable  to  arrest  for 
practicing  medicine  without  a  license.” 

This  shows  that  the  First  Aiders  have  learned 
the  ethics  of  their  profession  as  well  as  manual 
skill  in  it.  They  only  act  when  some  member  of 
the  regular  medical  staffs  is  not  quickly  avail¬ 
able. 

V 

In  a  special  report  made  direct  to  President 
Roosevelt  the  interstate  commerce  commis¬ 
sion  has  recommended  a  permanent  with¬ 
drawal  of  all  public  coal  lands  from  entry, 
with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  development  un¬ 
der  the  control  and  direction  of  the  United 
States  government.  This  recommendation  is 
one  of  the  results  of  the  investigation  the 
commission  has  been  making  into  the  fraudu¬ 
lent  methods  by  which  the  public  domain  has 
been  pilfered  of  valuable  lands  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century. 
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William  E.  Besancon,  popular  coal  man  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  was  calling  on  the  Chicago  trade 
this  week. 

P.  F.  Murphy,  president  of  the  Capital  Coal 
Co.,  Springfield,  Ill.,  made  a  business  trip  to 
Chicago  this  week. 

Venable  Johnson,  assistant  general  manager 
of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
spent  a  few  days  in  Chicago  this  week. 

W.  M.  Puckett,  general  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  was 
in  Chicago  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the 
firm. 

The  number  of  directors  of  the  Benton  Dis¬ 
trict  Coal  Co.  have  been  increased  from  five  to 
seven.  The  mines  of  this  company  are  located 
at  Benton,  Ill.,  with  general  offices  at  Chicago. 

Chas.  L.  Hissong,  manager  of  the  Crystal  Coal 
Co.’s  mines  at  Tilden,  Ill.,  for  the  past  seven 
years,  has  been  appointed  mine  manager  for  the 
O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  and  will  make  his  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Coulterville,  Ill. 

John  T.  Connery,  who  was  recently  injured 
in  an  elevator  accident  at  the  Union  League 
club,  is  reported  to  be  improving  rapidly.  He 
has  the  best  wishes  of  his  many  friends  in  the 
coal  industry  for  his  speedy  recovery. 

H.  M.  Ferguson,  general  manager  of  the 
Clinton  Coal  Co.,  Clinton,  Ind.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  this  week 
on  business.  Mr.  Ferguson  reports  that  the 
car  situation  is  somewhat  easier  in  Indiana  this 
week  than  last. 

C.  A.  Eastman,  sales  agent  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
left  this  city  last  week  for  an  eastern  trip. 
Before  returning  to  Chicago  he  will  visit  Buf¬ 
falo,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  other  east¬ 
ern  points  in  the  interest  of  the  company. 

Hunter  W.  Finch,  president  of  Hunter  W. 
Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  business  trip  through  the  east  this  week 
with  the  special  object  of  securing  the  com¬ 
pany’s  proportion  of  cars  to  take  care  of  urgent 
orders.  Mr.  Finch  will  visit  Pittsburg  and 
Cincinnati  before  his  return  to  Chicago. 

Wm.  H.  Greenwood,  president  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Greenwood,  Davis  Coal  Co.,  Du 
Quoin,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on 
business.  He  states  that  the  southern  mar¬ 
ket  is  taking  a  large  portion  of  the  Du  Quoin 
product  and  that  the  car  situation  is  very 
acute  in  southern  Illinois  with  little  hope  of 
improvement. 

George  Bagwell,  Murphysboro,  Ill.,  has  re¬ 
signed  his  position  as  a  state  board  member 
for  the  Illinois  miners’  union  and  has  accepted 
a  position  as  superintendent  of  the  New  Vir¬ 
ginia  Coal  Co.,  which  operates  one  of  the 
largest  mines  in  Williamson  county.  Mr.  Bag- 
well  has  been  an  official  in  the  miners'  union 
for  seven  years. 

The  receiver  of  the  McLeish  Coal  Mining 
Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  informed  the  “com¬ 
mon”  creditors  that  the  property  has  been 
sold,  but  he  did  not  realize  enough  from  the 
sale  to  pay  the  preferred  claims  in  full.  There¬ 
fore  there  is  nothing  for  distribution  to  the 
“common”  creditors.  This  is  another  place 
where  the  “common  people”  get  the  worst 
of  it. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,_  is  preparing  to 
spend  a  million  dollars  improving  its  property 
at  Sturgis  and  Wheatcroft,  _Ky.  A  contract  has 
been  closed  for  a  tipple  which  will  cost  $200,000. 


President  J.  T.  Gardner  and  other  officials  and 
stockholders  of  the  company,  all  of  New  York 
city,  spent  several  days  at  Sturgis  looking  over 
the  proposed  site  of  the  mine  which  will  be  m 
charge  of  C.  J.  Bucher. 

There  will  be  a  washery  of  large  capacity 
erected  at  Galesburg,  Ill.,  to  wash  coal  which 
will  come  principally  from  the  Fulton  county 
field.  The  washery  will  be  of  the  latest  design 
and  equipped  with  the  very  best  machinery,  the 
object  being  to  secure  results  which  will  make 
it  equal  to  any  washery  in  the  state.  The  Cline 
&  Shaw  Fuel  Co.,  of  Galesburg  will  be  the 
selling  agents  for  the  product  from  this  plant. 

In  the  past  six  weeks  the  Spring  Valley  Coal 
Co.  has  shipped  five  solid  train  loads  of  coal 
to  the  Consolidated  Fuel  Co.  of  Fremont,  Neb. 
The  fifth  train,  containing  thirty  cars,  was 
made  up  December  seventh  and  left  Spring  Val¬ 
ley,  Ill.,  at  six  o’clock  Saturday  morning,  arriv¬ 
ing  at  Fremont  at  two  thirty-five  Monday  after¬ 
noon.  The  total  weight  of  the  coal  contained 
in  this  thirty  car  train  was  1,724  tons,  being  an 
average  of  fifty-seven  and  one-half  tons  to  the 
car. 

E.  S.  Howell,  president  of  the  Omaha  Coal 
Exchange,  Omaha,  Neb.,  charged  with  seventy- 
nine  other  members  with  maintaining  a  trust 
in  violation  of  the  state  law,  has  been  con¬ 
victed  after  the  jury  had  deliberated  for  two 
(lays.  The  ease  will  be  appealed.  This  is  the 
first  trial  under  the  indictment,  which  includes 
practically  every  coal  firm  in  the  city.  The 
court  has  indicated  the  intention  of  trying 
caeh  defendant  separately,  and  the  next  case 
will  be  called  Monday. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Kentucky  Coal  Mining  Co.,  was  held  Jn  the 
offices  of  the  eompany  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  last 
week.  President  Charles  A.  Baker  of  the  eom¬ 
pany  delivered  an  interesting  statement  on  the 
present  eondition  of  the  eompany  and  its  future 
prospeets.  Immediately  after  the  meeting  Pres¬ 
ident  Baker  left  with  a  party  of  prospective  in¬ 
vestors  for  the  coal  property  of  this  company. 
The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are: 
Charles  A.  Baker,  president  and  treasurer,  Day- 
ton,  Ohio ;  James  Stoops,  vice-pre.sident,  Waynes- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  Nicholas  Metz,  secretary.  Day- 
ton,  Ohio. 

L.  M.  Hammond,  president  of  the  L.  M. 
Hammond  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  is  seventy-one 
years  old  this  week.  He  has  been  in  the  coal 
business  for  the  past  twenty-one  years.  In 
looking  over  his  varied  and  interesting  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  industry  he  asserts  that  the 
most  striking  characteristic  which  is  f(Drced 
upon  his  attention  in  comparing  the  business 
now  with  years  ago  is  the  notable  difference 
in  the  length  and  severity  of  the  winters.  He 
believes  that  years  ago  the  excessive  and  con¬ 
tinuous  cold  weather  created  a  demand  for  a 
supply  of  coal  much  greater  than  at  present. 
Years  ago  before  the  Illinois  and  Indiana 
coals  became  so  plentiful  Hocking  was  prac¬ 
tically  the  only  soft  domestic  coal  available. 
Mr.  Hammond  thinks  that  at  least  two  hun¬ 
dred  per  cent  more  of  the  Hocking  product 
was  sold  in  former  years  in  this  market  than 
now.  At  the  present  time  Mr.  Hammond 
gives  most  of  his  attention  to  the  sale  of 
cannel  coal  and  asserts  that  the  demand  was 
never  greater  than  this  season. 

Victor  J.  Venne,  salesman  in  Iowa  and  south¬ 
ern  Minnesota  for  the  Hostler  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  had  the  pe¬ 
culiar  experience  last  week  of  reading  his  own 
death  notice.  In  fact,  one  of  the  local  coal  pa¬ 
pers  still  insists  that  he  has  passed  on  to  -the 


other  world.  All  the  Chicago  papers  of  De¬ 
cember  seventh  printed  a  dispatch  from  New 
Hampton,  Iowa,  which  stated  that  Victor  J. 
Venne  had  been  burned  to  death  in  a  fire  that 
destroyed  the  Lund  hotel  of  that  town.  It 
seems  some  anxious  acquaintance  identified  one 
of  the  bodies  as  that  of  Mr.  Venne  which  ac¬ 
counted  for  the  dispatch  in  the  Chicago  papers. 
Mr.  Venne  left  the  hotel  a  few  hours  before  the 
fire  started  and  was  located  at  Mankato,  Minne¬ 
sota,  the  next  day. 

Fire  Chief  Clancey  of  Milwaukee  has  suggested 
the  passing  of  an  ordinance  limiting  the  piles 
of  coal  in  Milwaukee  yards  to  thirty  feet  in 
height.  Most  of  the  dock  companies  in  that  city 
are  now  piling  coal  fifty  and  seventy-five  feet 
high.  Chief  Clancey  says  that  the  measure  would 
materially  decrease  the  number  of  coal  fires  from 
which  the  companies  suffer  at  short  intervals 
during  the  winter.  He  states  that  from  thirty  to 
fifty  days  every  winter  one  fire  boat  and  a  score 
of  men  are  kept  busy  fighting  the  flames  in  huge 
piles  of  coal.  The  wages  of  the  men,  the  coal 
consumed  by  the  boat  as  well  as  by  the  fire, 
makes  such  fires  very  expensive.  One  fireboat 
and  twenty-one  firemen  has  been  working  for 
fifteen  days  on  a  fire  in  the  stock  piles  of  the 
Standard  Coal  Co.,  which  may  not  be  extin¬ 
guished  for  another  fortnight. 

William  Moody  has  sunk  a  new  shaft  at 
South  Carrollton,  Ky.,  and  reports  that  the 
opening  up  of  his  mine  has  been  greatly  re¬ 
tarded  by  a  heavy  inflow  of  water.  The  purnps 
choke  up  on  white  sand  which  make  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  keep  them  in  operation.  This  shaft  is 
exceedingly  large,  being  sixteen  by  eight  feet 
in  the  clear  and  is  down  to  a  depth  of  221 
feet  with  seventy-one  feet  still  to  go  before 
reaching  the  number  nine  vein.  Mr.  Moody 
states  that  he  is  operating  in  a  practically  new 
field  with  the  dip  of  the  coal  north.  He  has 
passe(i  through  the  number  thirteen,  twelve, 
eleven  and  ten  coal,  ^11  in  position  and  so  far 
has  seen  no  signs  of  any  faults  or  disturb¬ 
ances.  The  contract  for  machinery  and  equip¬ 
ment  has  not  yet  been  awarded  but  no  time 
will  be  lost  in  opening  up  the  property. 

In  the  federal  court  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  last 
week.  Judge  J.  B.  Quarles  directed  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  against  the 
Milwaukee  Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  and  August  F. 
John  for  $7,556.09.  The  action  was  one  brought 
on  notes  of  the  Milwaukee  Bituminous  Coal 
Co.,  indorsed  by  Mr.  John,  for  the  delivery  of 
coal  under  contract,  guaranteed  by  Mr.  John.  He 
and  the  company  claimed  danpges  for  an  alleged 
breach  of  contract  in  the  failure  to  deliver  the 
coal  as  agreed.  Mr.  John  also  declared  that  the 
actions  of  the  plaintiff  released  him  from  the 
guarantee.  Judge  Quarles,  in  his  direction  of  the 
verdict  allowed  the  full  amount  of  the  claim  and 
held  that  the  interpretation  of  the  contract  as 
claimed  and  acted  upon  by  the  plaintiff  was  cor¬ 
rect,  that  the  plaintiff  had  fulfilled  the  contract 
properly  and  that  Mr.  John  had  in  no  way  been 
released  from  his  obligation.  The  transaction 
took  place  last  winter  and  the  entire  matter 
rested  upon  the  manner  of  delivery.  This  deci¬ 
sion  of  Judge  Quarles  is  welcomed  by  every 
responsible  coal  company  and  in  a  measure  will 
be  the  means  of  preventing  coal  companies  from 
entering  into  contracts  unless  they  intend  to  live 
up  to  them  to  the  letter.  The  contract  for  the 
purchase  and  delivery  of  a  number  of  tons  of 
coal  should  be  just  as  binding  to  both  the  pur¬ 
chaser  and  seller  as  a  contract  for  any  other 
commodity,  and  a  few  verdicts  like  that  rendered 
in  the  federal  court  at  Milwaukee  is  just  what 
is  necessary  to  bring  about  this  state  of  affairs. 
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Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Secretary,  John  P.  Reese,  Albla,  Iowa;  Treasurer,  E  c’ 
Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Commissioner,  John  P.  Reese,  Albla,  Iowa;  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee,  Alex.  Dargavell,  B.  C.  Buxton,  S.  W.  White,  E.  C.  Smith  and 
Samuel  McClure. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 

President,  James  Walker;  Vice-President,  George  W.  Edmonds; 
Charles  K.  Scull;  Treasurer,  James  M.  Kelley. 


Secretary, 


The  Black  Diamond  Clnb,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

President.  Walter  C.  Miller;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Gasklll;  Secretary  D 
Lontz;  Treasurer,  Lewis  Kanouse.  ’ 
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It  is  alleged  also  that  novel  methods  ivere  used  in  keeping  other  com¬ 
panies  from  developing  adjacent  properties.  When  the  American  Condensed 
Oil  Co.  started  to  improve  mineral  lands  under  the  federal  laws  it  is 
alleged  that  a  trench  was  dug  and  filled  with  dynamite,  which,  w'hen  exploded 
tore  such  a  hole  in  the  ground  that  it  made  approach  to  the  property  impos¬ 
sible.  One  company  it  is  claimed,  has  $240,000  invested  in  oil  lands  but, 
owing  to  the  excessive  freight  rate  imposed  by  the  railroad,  the  company  is 
not  in  a  position  to  transport  the  Oil  to  a  refinery.  These  are  some  of  the 
methods  used  by  the  boodlers  which  are  enough  to  insult  the  public  con¬ 
science.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  government  is  bringing  suits  against 
the  offending  companies  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  the  many  thousands 
of  acres  of  land  which  have  been  unjustly  acquired.  Owing  to  the  statute  of 
limitation,  however,  the  government  can  not  go  back  beyond  a  period  of 
six  years  but  the  frauds  which  have  taken  place  during  this  interim  are  so 
stupendous  as  to  nearly  stagger  the  imagination.  It  is  claimed  that  these 
crimes  have  been  perpetrated  in  Colorado,  Utah,  Wyoming,  Xew  Mexico, 
Oregon  and  possibly  other  states.  Xot  only  coal  lands  have  been  taken  but 
it  is  charged  that  one  company  has  acquired  illegally  over  120,000,000  feet 
of  lumber  in  the  state  of  Colorado  alone.  Much  interest  is  being  manifested 
in  the  retroactive  feature  of  the  President’s  order  to  withdraw  the  coal  lands. 
Of  course,  a  large  number  of  filings  have  been  made  by  people  in  good  faith 
and  the  order  will  tend  to  eliminate  individual  operations.  All  of  the  coal 
lands  of  Alaska  were  withdrawn  in  one  order  although  the  law  permitting 
the  development  of  the  mines  had  been  in  operation  only  a  few 
months.  This  will  greatly  tend  to  mitigate  the  development  of  that  country 
where  there  are  great  copper  fields  depending  upon  coal  for  their  working. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  grip  of  the  government  is  slowly  but 
surely  tightening  upon  those  organized  gangs  which  have  for  years,  it  is 
allegetl  been  conniving  with  the  Interior  Department  to  rob  the  country  of 
valuable  timber  and  coal  lands.  The  various  members  of  these  gangs  should 
be  punished,  no  matter  whether  they  are  plain  citizens  or  officials  high  up 
in  authority,  bines  are  not  sufficient.  Imprisonment  is  the  only  punishment 
which  will  bring  about  the  complete  elimination  of  these  frauds.  It  is  simply 
a  business  proposition  with  some  individuals  to  pay  a  thousand  dollar  fine 
for  the  stealing  of  a  property  worth  half  a  million.  The  government  coal 
and  timber  lands  belong  to  all  citizens  alike.  If  the  heirs  of  an  estate  with 
less  conscience  than  strategy  should  connive  to  beat  the  other  heirs  out  of 
a  large  percentage  of  their  property  public  opinion  would  treat  the  action 
as  an  unpardonable  crime.  In  this  case  the  coal  and  timber  lands  belong  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  A  certain  gang  has  no  more  right  to 
acquire  these  properties  illegally  and  dishonestly  than  they  would  if  they 
belonged  to  their  brothers  and  sisters.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Interior  Depart¬ 
ment  will  give  all  the  looters  their  just  desserts.  Some  have  already  been 
convicted. 


Entered  at  the  Chicago  Fostofflee  as  Second  Class  Matter 


The  eyes  of  the  coal  world  are  again  directed  westward 
The  Coal  Land  on  account  of  the  continued  investigation  of  the  Inter- 
Grafters.  state  Commerce  Commission  relative  to  the  coal  land 
scandal.  The  aim  of  the  last  hearing  was  to  show  that 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Superior  Coal 
Co.,  which  represents  the  Harriman  interests  and  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande 
railroad,  Rio  Grande  &  Western  railroad,  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co., 
the  Utah  Fuel  Co.,  and  the  Pleasant  Valley  Coal  Co.,  which  represents  the 
Gould  interests  are  combined  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  monopoly  of 
the  coal  business  in  the  far  west;  that  they  obtained  coal  lands  by  fraud  and 
conspiracy  and  that  they  are  attempting  to  prevent  independent  companies 
from  mining  coal  which  would  relieve  the  present  coal  shortage.  It  is 
claimed  that  this  graft  has  been  going  on  some  time.  H.  A.  Smith,  of 
Denver,  more  than  three  years  ago  it  is  alleged,  procured  data  showing 
that  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  was  illegally  gaining  control  of  millions  of 
dollars  worth  of  valuable  coal  lands. 

The  attention  of  the  Interior  Department  was  called  to  these  operations 
and  an  investigation  was  immediately  promised;  but  Special  Inspector  Myen- 
doff  soon  after  he  had  made  his  report  was  transferred.  The  only  other 
hearing  which  took  place  was  the  Star  Chamber  conference  at  which  only 
Union  Pacific  officials  and  their  witnesses  were  admitted.  The  methods  used 
in  looting  the  land  are  various  and  will  form  an  interesting  page  in  the 
history  of  criminal  commerce.  Various  persons  were  asked  if  they  had 
exercised  their  rights  under  the  land  laws.  If  not,  they  were  induced  to 
make  a  declaration  and  afterward  sell  their  claim  to  the  fuel  company 
which  would  make  a  cash  entry.  In  some  cases  the  coal  lands  sold 
by  the  government  ranged  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre,  according  to 
the  location.  This  was  too  much  money  for  the  corporations  to  tie  up  in 
unimproved  property.  Accordingly  they  were  successful  in  inducing  the 
state  land  board  to  enter  the  coal  lands  as  agricultural  lands  which  were 
easily  turned  over  to  the  corporations  despite  the  protests  of  agents. 


All  animals  have  been  classified  as  vertebrates  or  in- 
Committee  With=  vertebrates.  Those  animals  which  have  a  spinal  column 
out  a  Backbone,  are  endowed  with  the  higher  mental  faculties.  The 
backbone  acts  as  a  kind  of  general  manager  of  the  body 
giving  the  mind,  the  president  of  the  concern,  time  for  more  important 
matters.  We  often  hear  of  the  man  who  has  backbone  meaning  that  he  has 
courage,  like  the  Spartan  of  old,  to  stand  up  for  justice,  honor  and  die  rights 
of  all  concerned.  On  the  other  hand  we  hear  of  certain  specimens  of  hu¬ 
manity  who  lack  curvature  of  the  vertebrae  and  are  deceitful  and  at  times  not 
absolutely  reliable.  There  are  examples  of  these  types  in  every  organized 
body.  The  first  class  are  the  leaders,  the  second  class  the  followers, 
because  they  really  have  no  mind  of  their  own.  In  some  way,  the  officials 
of  the  Iowa  Mine  Workers’  union  appointed  a  committee  belonging  to  this 
second  class,  to  make  a  final  decision  in  the  Mystic  case,  which  already  had 
been  arbitrated.  It  seems  that  when  the  Iowa  mine  operators  demanded 
that  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators  in  this  case  be  accepted  by  the  union 
a  committee  of  three  miners  and  three  operators  was  appointed  to  make  a 
final  adjustment. 

The  committee  met,  fully  discussed  the  matter  pro  and  con,  and  the 
committee  of  miners  agreed  to  report  to  their  honorable  president  that  they 
would  recommend  that  the  arbitrators’  decision  be  effective.  It  is  claimed 
that  when  they  returned  to  report,  their  backbone  turned  to  gristle  and 
that  they  did  not  possess  courage  enough  to  stand  up  for  the  agreement. 
As  a  result  the  mine  operators,  at  their  last  meeting  gave  the  miners  ninety- 
six  hours  to  accept  a  decision.  Unionism  has  accomplished  many  excellent 
things  for  the  elevation  of  the  universal  brotherhood  of  man  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  conditions  of  this  kind  should  e.xist.  The  union  should  con¬ 
sider  an  agreement  breaker  in  the  same  category  as  a  strike  breaker  and 
compel  this  committee  to  do  its  work  honorably  and  in  accordance  with 
rational  judgment. 
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The  New  Port  Arthur  Coal  Dock 


The  first  sight  of  Port  Arthur  fills  the  visitor 
with  wonder  and  amazement.  The  quiet  solidity 
of  years  has  given  place  to  the  hurry  and  bustle 
incident  to  a  great  lake  port.  The  easy-going, 
gossipy  methods  of  its  citizens  of  the  past  has 
been  changed  and  now  men  talk  to  the  point 
and  use  their  time  as  if  moments  are  valuable, 
and  life  too  short  for  sentiment  or  cultured  salu¬ 
tations.  ,  ,  ,  • 

The  immense  coal  handling  plant  and  docks  is 
regarded  as  the  most  finished  and  modern  of  its 
kind. 

Five  Million  Invested. 

The  investment  of  the  Canadian  Northern 
Railway  Co.  and  kindred  interests  in  the  town 
is  now  close  on  five  millions  of  dollars.  This  is 
principally  represented  outside  railway  yards  in 


south  end  of  the  town  of  Port  Arthur,  and  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  large  grain  elevators 
of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway.  They  ex¬ 
tend  out  into  Thunder  Bay  a  distance  of  about 
3,000  feet  from  the  shore  and  have  a  width  at 
present  of  616  feet !  an  additional  width  of  636 
feet  is  also  reserved  on  the  north  side  for  future 
extension  of  the  plant. 

The  railway  tracks  and  coal  pockets  are  placed 
in  the  center  of  the  docks  and  at  right  angles  to 
the  shore  and  dock  front.  On  the  north  side  of 
the  tracks  and  pockets  the  land  which  has  been 
made  by  train  filling  and  by  dredges,  is  used  for 
the  storage  of  soft  coal  and  has  a  capacity  at 
present  of  about  250,000  tons.  This  part  of  the 
dock  is  spanned  by  a  traveling  bridge  (mounted 
on  wheels)  of  262)4  feet  span,  with  cantilever 
extension  over  pockets  of  about  15  feet.  On  the 


grab  bucket,  which  discharges  into  a  hopper. ' 
and  which  automatically  discharges  its  load  into 
a  system  of  cable  cars,  passing  under  the  towers 
on  top  of  the  trestle.  Each  tower  is  guaranteed 
to  operate  the  two  ton  grab  bucket  at  the  rate  of 
two  or  three  trips  per  minute.  The  cable  road 
system  extends  from  and  along  the  tower  trestle 
to  and  over  the  coal  pockets  and  across  the 
railway  tracks  into  and  across  the  movable 
bridge  over  storage  area  and  through  the  hard 
coal  shed  and  return  to  the  tower  trestle.  There 
is  also  a  secondary  cable  system  along  the  pock¬ 
ets  for  distributing  coal  from  the  pick-up  on 
the  movable  bridge  into  the  coal  pockets. 

The  cable  cars,  of  which  there  are  sixty-five  in 
all,  with  a  capacity  of  four  tons  each,  receive  the 
coal  from  the  towers  when  passing  under  them, 
and  discharge  their  load  automatically  at  any 
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the  immense  coal  docks,  the  elevators  and 
smelter.  The  smelter  is  rapidly  nearing  com¬ 
pletion  and  early  in  the  year  will  be  in  opera¬ 
tion.  The  town  assisted  this  enterprise  to  the 
extent  of  taking  $240,000  worth  of  stock,  and  all 
residents  are  looking  forward  to  its  operation 
with  greatest  interest.  It  stands  to  the  west  of 
the  other  enterprises,  close  to  the  power  house, 
and  already  presents  an  imposing  appearance. 
The  immense  cupola  is  almost  completed ;  back 
of  this  are  the  three  roasters,  and  the  steel 
storage  house  for  pig  iron.  To  the  east  a  large 
force  of  men  are  building  twenty  coke  ovens 
where  coal  will  be  coked  in  readiness  for  the  iron 
ore.  At  Atikokan  a  great  quantity  of  ore  is 
awaiting  shipment. 

The  New  Coal  and  Ore  Dock. 

The  new  coal  and  ore  docks  are  situated  at  the 


south  side  of  the  railway  tracks  the  land  has 
not  yet  been  made  except  at  the  west  end  where 
the  hard  coal  shed,  scales  and  offices  are  sit¬ 
uated. 

At  the  dock  front  there  is  a  timlier  trestle  450 
feet  in  length  and  thirty-four  feet  high  above  the 
dock,  on  which  the  three  movable  steel  towers, 
also  mounted  on  wheels,  travel,  to  bring  them 
opposite  the  hatches  of  the  boats.  At  the  north 
end  of  the  dock  front  the  power  house  and  repair 
shops  are  situated. 

The  Plant. 

The  coal  hamlling  plant,  which  is  installed  by 
the  Mead  Morrison  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  comprises  three  one  man  two  ton  steel 
hoisting  towers,  mounted  on  wheels  and  running 
along  a  trestle  on  the  dock,  supplied  with  steam 
from  the  power  house  for  operating  a  two  ton 


point  into  the  pockets  along  the  bridge,  or  into 
the  hard  coal  shed  in  passing  over  the  same  at 
any  desired  point.  The  cable  system  is  operated 
by  an  electric  motor. 

The  Steel  Bridge. 

The  movable  steel  bridge  runs  on  a  trackway 
at  the  ground  level,  and  is  provided  witli  "pick¬ 
up”  drag  bucket  of  two  tons  capacity  operated 
by  a  150  horse  power  electric  motor  for  picking 
up  coal  from  storage  ground  and  discharging 
into  the  secondary  cable  car  system,  which  also 
discharges  into  the  coal  pockets.  The  bridge  is 
propelled  along  the  track  by  means  of  worm  and 
bevel  gearing  at  a  speed  of  iifty  feet  per  minute. 

The  capacity  of  the  cable  roads  is  427  tons 
per  hour,  which  by  the  addition  of  cars  may 
be  increased  if  required. 

The  rate  at  which  vessels  can  be  unloaded  dc- 
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Correspondence. 


pends  upon  the  class  of  vessel  and  is  about  2,000 
to  2,500  tons  per  day.  The  steamer  R.  W. 
England,  with  5,779  tons  coal,  was  unloaded  in 
twenty-six  hours  and  the  J.  P.  Walsh  with  8,592 
tons  in  thirty-eight  hours. 

The  coal  pockets  are  1,008  feet  in  length  and 
have  a  capacity  of  7,000  tons.  The  capacity  of 
the  storage  area  north  of  pockets  at  present  is 
about  250,000  tons,  and  the  capacity  of  the  hard 
coal  shed  will  be  about  20,000  tons. 

The  entire  plant  when  completed  will  have  a 
capacity  of  about  one  million  tons.  The  plant  is 
equipped  with  an  electrically  driven  Ottumwa 
box  car  loader  of  1,500  tons  capacity  in  a  day 
of  ten  hours  or  about  fifty  cars  per  day. 

The  power  house  is  fitted  with  three  boilers 
supplied  by  the  Canada  Foundry  Co.,  the  engine 
by  the  Robb  Engineering  Co.  and  the  generator 
by  the  Canadian  Westinghouse  Co.  The  main 
cable  road,  the  cable  of  which  is  about  5,000 
feet  in  length,  is  operated  by  a  seventy  horse 
power  electric  motor  connected  by  belts  to  cable 
drive. 

The  plant  is  also  provided  with  pockets  at 
the  dock  front  of  900  tons  capacity  for  deliver¬ 
ing  coal  to  the  Atikokan  Iron  Co.’s  smelter, 
which  is  being  built  on  the  south  side  of  the 
coal  docks. 

The  hard  coal  shed  (under  construction)  is 
being  equipped  by  the  Howe  Scale  Co.,  of 
Illinois,  with  elevator,  run  around  pocket  con¬ 
veyor,  Harrison  longitudinal  and  cross  convey¬ 
ors,  quadruple  jacket  revolving  screen,  and  nig¬ 
ger  head  car  puller,  each  provided  with  a  suit¬ 
able  electric  motor  for  operating  the  same,  and 
the  cable  car  equipment  is  being  supplied  by  the 
Mead  Morrison  Manufacturing  Co.  The  scales, 
of  which  there  are  three,  are  supplied  by  the 
Gurney  Scale  Co. 

The  contractors  for  the  wood  work  are  the 
Barnett-McQueen  Co.  The  filling  at  the  east 
end  is  being  done  by  the  Great  Lakes  Dredging 
Co.,  of  Port  Arthur,  and  the  train  filling  by 
the  Canadian  Northern  Railway  Co. 

The  work  was  begun  August  first  of  last  year 
and  the  first  steamer  to  arrive  at  the  dock  was 
the  Turret  Court  on  April  eighteenth  of  this 
year. 

The  Constructing  Engineer, 

The  laying  out  and  the  building  of  nearly  all 
of  these  immense  enterprises  was  planned  and 
carried  out  successfully  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Pratt,  who 
had  years  of  experience  on  Canadian  Pacific 
railway  construction  in  the  early  days  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  building  of  the  Crow’s  Nest  line.  Four 
and  a  half  years  ago  Mr.  Pratt  started  to  work. 
Low  lying  lands  were  filled  in,  piles  were  driven 
and  solid  foundations  made  on  which  rest  the 
heavy  structures.  Railway  roadbeds  were  laid 
in  the  water  and  spur  lines  run  out  from  the 
main  line.  The  entire  district  to  the  west  of  the 
town  along  the  lake  front  is  a  monument  to 
his  'ngenuity. 

Looking  Over  the  Harbor. 

Before  leaving  this  prettiest  of  lake  ports  we 
ascended  the  hill  to  get  a  better  view  of  the 
harbor  that  stretches  to  the  immense  break¬ 
water  and  beyond  to  the  “sleeping  giant,”  famous 
in  Indian  legend.  The  past  history  of  Port 
Arthur  consists  mainly  of  dreams  that  are  at 
last  coming  true ;  the  present  can  only  be  real¬ 
ized  by  a  visit,  but  what  of  the  future.  The 
Canadian  Northern  sees  no  end  to  the  possi¬ 
bilities  here  and  those  interested  in  shipping  and 
acquainted  with  its  demands,  realizing  the  im¬ 
mensity  of  the  fertile  prairie  lands  to  the  west 
tributary  to  this  port,  tell  us  that  no  city  on 
the  great  lakes  has  yet  reached  the  height  that 
will  some  day  be  Port  Arthur’s  proud  boast  to 
occupy. 

One  is  almost  tempted  to  lose  sight  of  the 
practieal  when  viewing  the  natural  beauties  of 
the  place.  But  to  the  practical  men  always  turn 
in  this  town  and  tell  me  that  to  realize  her  future 
one  must  forget  all  that  has  been  heard  of  the 
port  up  to  three  years  ago.  They  tell  us  the 
end  of  the  steel  trail  is  not  here,  where  the  cold 
current  of  Superior  breaks  on  its  rugged  shore, 
but  that  all  climes  and  lands  will  yet  pay  tribute 
to  her  greatness. 

V 

A  new  coal  yard  is  being  erected  at  Trinidad, 
Colo.,  by  E.  Garcia,  who  is  to  have  the  agency 
for  the  Rocky  Mountain  Fuel  Co. 


A  Leader  in  Association 
Work. 

John  P.  Reese,  commissioner  and  secretary  of 
the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association,  possesses 
those  sterling  qualities  of  citizenship,  endurance 
and  personality  which  have  enabled  him  to  com¬ 
mand  a  position  of  highest  esteem  among  the 
niembers  of  the  coal  industry.  At  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  held  this  week,  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation  showed  their  appreciation  of  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  Mr.  Reese’s  work  by  unanimously  elect¬ 
ing  him  again  as  their  commissioner  and  secre¬ 
tary  and  increasing  his  salary  one  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  per  year. 

Mr.  Reese  will  be  thirty  years  of  age  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  next  month. 

He  has  just  completed  his  fourth  year  as  com¬ 
missioner  and  second  year  as  secretary  of  the 
Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association.  He  was  paid 
two  thousand  dollars  for  his  first  year’s  service, 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for  the  second,  and 
three  thousand  dollars  far  the  past  two  years. 
Just  prior  to  accepting  the  commissionership  he 
was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for  congress  in  the 
Sixth  district  of  Iowa.  At  the  time  he  was  nom¬ 
inated  for  congress  he  was  serving  his  third  year 
as  president  of  the  Iowa  Miners’  Organization,  a 
position  he  resigned  to  make  the  race  for  con- 
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gress.  He  was  also  vice-president  of  the  Iowa 
miners  for  one  year,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
National  Executive  Board  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  for  one  year,  being  elected  to  that  of¬ 
fice  at  the  age  of  twenty-two.  For  a  few  years 
preceding  his  advent  into  the  Miners’  Union  he 
was  employed  by  the  Wapello  Coal  Co.,  at  Hite- 
man,  Iowa,  in  the  capacities  of  coal  miner,  mule 
driver  and  inside  adult  laborer.  He  is  a  married 
man,  being  blessed  with  a  wife  and  two  children,  a 
girl  of  seven  and  a  boy  of  five.  He  was  born  in 
a  mining  camp  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  went  to 
work  in  the  coal  mines  in  the  Hocking  Valley 
when  nine  years  and  six  months  old.  He  has  been 
working  constantly  ever  since.  His  father  was  a 
Welsh  coal  miner,  who  emigrated  to  the  state  of 
Ohio.  He  died  in  1883,  which  accounts  for  Mr. 
Reese’s  having  to  leave  the  public  school  for  the 
coal  mine  at  such  an  early  age.  His  mother  is 
still  living  and  resides  at  Hiteman,  Iowa,  at  the 
present  time. 

V 

There  is  no  fear  for  the  present  time  that 
there  will  be  a  shortage  in  the  coal  supply  at 
the  head  of  the  lakes  this  winter,  as  the  prod¬ 
uct  is  coming  in  rapidly.  The  only  trouble 
at  this  time  is  getting  the  coal  away  from 
the  docks.  There  are  sufficient  cars,  but  it  is 
claimed  motive  power  can  not  be  obtained. 


Chicago,  III.,  December  8,  1906 
Editor  The  Black  Diamond, 

Old  Colony  Building, 

Chicago,  III. 

Dear  Sir : — 

Referring  to  your  issue  of  December  first,  in 
which  your  Indiana  correspondent  states  that  the 
Southern  Indiana  railroad  is  delivering  more 
coal  to  the  C.  &  E.  I.  railroad  at  Terre  Haute 
than  they  can  haul  to  Chicago: 

I  wish  to  state  that  this  is  clearly  an  error,  as 
is  evidenced  by  letter  herewith  enclosed  from 
Mr.  J.  W.  Walsh,  vice-president.  Southern  In¬ 
diana  railroad,  in  which  he  states  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  delivered  by  his  road  to  the  C.  &  E.  1.  rail¬ 
road  is  moved  as  soon  as  offered,  and  the  empty 
cars  are  returned  very  promptly. 

This  is  in  accordance  with  the  facts  in  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  I  have  to  request  that  you  publish  this 
letter  in  your  next  issue  in  order  to  correct  the 
false  impression  which  your  article  has  given, 
and  very  much  oblige. 

Yours  very  truly, 

D.  R  Patterso.v. 

Chicago,  III.,  December  3,  1906. 
Mr.  E.  j.  Knicke;rbocker,  Coal  Traffic  Mgr., 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi.vois  Railroad  Co., 
Chicago,  III. 

Referring  to  our  conversation  this  morning 
about  article  published  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Black  Diamond.  The  statement  that  the  C.  & 
E.  I.  is  not  handling  coal  from  the  Southern  In¬ 
diana  railway  is  absolutely  unfounded.  The  busi¬ 
ness  delivered  to  your  company  is  moved  as  soon 
as  offered  and  the  empty  cars  are  returned  very 
promptly.  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  have  The 
Black  Diamond  publish  this  letter  so  as  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  false  impression  which  their  article  has 
given.  Yours  truly, 

J.  W.  Walsh, 
Vice-President. 

Illinois  Operators  Meet  at 
Springfield. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Oper¬ 
ators’  Association  will  be  held  at  room  525,  Odd 
Fellows’  building,  Springfield,  Ill.,  Tuesday,  De¬ 
cember  eighteenth,  at  10  ;30  a.  m.  All  members 
are  urged  to  attend  this  meeting,  as  a  number  of 
important  matters  will  be  disposed  of.  The 
annual  election  of  officers  will  be  held  and  the 
members  of  the  executive  committee  selected  by 
the  several  districts  will  be  confirmed. 

V 

The  uniform  bill  of  lading  committee,  com¬ 
posed  of  Chicago  representatives  of  both  rail¬ 
way  and  shipping  interests,  reached  an  agree¬ 
ment  this  week  as  to  the  form  of  bill  of  lading 
which  will  be  used  in  future.  The  members  will 
report  the  results  of  their  work  to  the  various 
organizations  by  which  they  were  appointed  for 
their  approval.  The  new  bill,  as  outlined,  will 
conform  to  the  new  rate  law.  It  will  provide 
that  the  initial  carrier  shall  be  responsible  to  the 
shipper  for  all  damage  to  goods,  no  matter 
where  it  may  occur,  and  no  extra  charge  will 
be  imposed  where  the  carrier  assumes  its  full 
common  law  liability.  Members  of  the  commit¬ 
tee  state  that  the  new  law  probably  yet  w-ill  be 
put  to  test  in  the  courts. 

According  to  a  bulletin  just  issued  by  the 
United  States  geological  survey  there  are  more 
counties  in  Illinois  in  which  coal  is  produced 
than  in  any  other  state  in  the  United  States. 
The  production  in  1905  was  drawn  from  fifty- 
one  counties.  Nearly  three-fourths  of  the  en¬ 
tire  state  is  underlain  by  productive  coal 
measures,  the  total  area  being  estimated  at 
42,900  square  miles. 

The  supply  of  natural  gas  in  the  Indiana  gas  belt 
is  rapidly  growing  less.  The  Central  Fuel  Co. 
closed  a  contract  to  furnish  the  city  water  and 
light  plant  at  Rushville,  Ind.,  with  coal  this  week. 
The  management  of  the  gas  company  refused  to 
renew  their  contract  with  the  citj',  which  has 
been  burning  gas  for  fuel  for  the  past  seven 
years. 
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Iowa  Coal  Operators  Hold  Annual  Meeting. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association  was  held  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
December  eleventh  at  the  Savery  hotel.  There 
were  about  sixty  operators  present,  a  good  at¬ 
tendance,  and  the  spirit  of  the  meeting  was  in¬ 
dicative  of  a  constantly  increasing  interest  in  as¬ 
sociation  work. 

All  of  the  present  officers  were  re-elected  with 
the  exception  of  Vice-President  T.  J.  Phillips, 
who  refused  a  re-election  and  Mr.  B.  H.  John¬ 
ston  was  unanimously  elected  vice-president.  The 
officers  of  the  association  are  as  follows ;  Presi¬ 
dent,  H.  L.  Waterman;  vice-president,  B.  H. 
Johnston;  secretary,  John  P.  Reese;  treasurer, 
E.  C.  Smith;  commissioner,  John  P.  Reese.  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee — First  district,  Alexander 
Dargavell,  alternate,  T.  E.  Lee;  second  district, 

B.  C.  Buxton,  alternate  Henry  Phillips ;  third 
district,  S.  W.  White,  alternate  W.  A.  Durfee; 
fourth  district,  E.  C.  Smith,  alternate  Josh  Nor- 
wdbd;  fifth  district,  Sam  McClure,  alternate  H. 
H.  Canfield. 

A  legislative  committee  was  elected  to  look 
after  the  association’s  interests,  consisting  of  E. 

C.  Smith,  B.  C.  Buxton,  C.  H.  Morris  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Dargavell. 

The  secretary’s  report  showed  that  the  asso¬ 
ciation  had  in  good  standing  120  members,  /op¬ 
erating  166  mines,  whose  tonnage  for  1905,  which 
was  the  basis  of  assessment,  amounted  to  4,812,- 
890  tons  of  screened  lump  coal. 

The  report  also  showed  that  the  total  expenses 
of  the  association  for  the  year  just  closed  had 
been  $4,819.79,  with  a  balance  on  hand  of 
$2,834.16.  The  assessments  during  the  year 
amounted  to  ten  cents  for  each  100  tons  of 
screened  lump  coal  produced  during  the  calen¬ 
dar  year  1905. 

The  association  instructed  the  president  and 
secretary  to  notify  the  miners’  district  officials 
that  if  they  did  not  accept  the  arbitrator’s  de¬ 
cision  in  the  Mystic  Machine  Crew  case  on  or 
before  Saturday,  December  fifteenth,  that  an  ap¬ 
peal  would  be  taken  to  the  national  officers  of 
the  Miners’  Union. 

The  association  showed  its  appreciation  of  the 
labors  of  its  commissioner  John  P.  Reese  by  rais¬ 
ing  his  salary  from  $3,000  to  $4,000. 

Extracts  from  Report  of  the  Commissioner. 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Dec.  11,  1906. 

To  THE  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Iowa 
Coal  Operators’  Association  : 

Gentlemen  : — 

As  your  commissioner  I  feel  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  report  to  you  something  regarding  the  work 
of  the  year  just  closed.  Each  of  you  has  been 
kept  in  reasonably  close  touch  with  the  affairs 
of  the  association  by  circular  letter,  personal  vis¬ 
its  and  correspondence.  Hence,  I  deem  it  unnec¬ 
essary  to  -  report  in  detail  all  of  the  occurrences 
of  the  past  year,  as  a  report  dealing  with  all  of 
'  the  year’s  work  in  detail  would  be  a  much  longer 
report  than  you  would  care  to  listen  to,  for  the 
past  year  has  without  doubt  been  the  most  stren¬ 
uous  during  the  life  of  the  association,  and  from 
a  personal  standpoint,  more  than  strenuous. 

Joint  Conference. 

The  first  few  months  of  the  year  were  un¬ 
usually  strenuous  as  a  result  of  the  chaotic  con¬ 
dition  of  the  joint  government.  I  do  not  wish  to 
recall  the  details  of  this  memorable  struggle, 
which  caused  more  or  less  strife  in  our  associa¬ 
tion  last  spring;  I  simply  refer  to  it  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  pointing  out  that  time  has  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  of  the  policy  pursued  by  our  asso¬ 
ciation  at  that  time,  and  for  the  additional  pur¬ 
pose  of  congratulating  the  members  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  on  their  ability  to  pass  through  a  crisis 
of  that  character  without  weakening  or  injuring 
their  association,  for  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  feeling  ran  very  high  and  more  or  less 
personal  feeling  engendered  as  a  result  of  that 
struggle,  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able,  to  observe  there  has  been  no  evil 
results,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
what  personal  feeling  was  developed  was  forgot¬ 
ten  at  the  close  of  the  joint  conference. 


The  agreement  made  with  the  Mine  Workers, 
and  under  which  you  have  been  operating  your 
mines,  is  not  all  that  could  be  hoped  for  in  the 
way  of  an  agreement,  but  if  we  were  able  to  have 
it  enforced  at  all  times  we  would  have  some¬ 
thing  to  be  thankful  for.  Notwithstanding  the 
improvements  in  the  way  of  providing  for  dis¬ 
cipline  that  this  agreement  contains,  we  are  still 
bothered  considerably  with  local  shutdowns. 
While  I  realize  that  your  association  will  have 
another  annual  meeting  before  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  negotiate  for  another  agreement,  I  still 
feel  compelled  to  mention  this  question  at  this 
time.  I  do  so  for  the  reason  that  I  feel  that  some 
way  must  be  found  to  compel  the  miners  to  carry 
out  all  of  the  provisions  of  our  agreements  at 
all  times.  I  haven’t  any  particular  remedy  to 
suggest  at  this  time,  but  I  hope  this  meeting  will 
discuss  this  question,  and  it  may  be  possible  that 
some  way  will  be  found  whereby  the  local  unions 
may  be  induced  or  compelled  to  observe  contract 
provisions. 

Meetings  of  Mine  Foremen. 

I  desire  to  state  that  the  meetings  of  mine 
foremen  and  superintendents  held  in  the  differ¬ 
ent  districts  last  spring,  proved  very  successful. 
At  least,  such  was  the  opinion  of  those  who  at¬ 
tended  these  meetings.  These  meetings  were  a 
school  of  instruction,  and  we  found  that  a  great 
many  premiums  were  being  paid  and  that  de¬ 
ficient  work  was  greatly  overpaid  in  certain  lo¬ 
calities,  more  through  a  lack  of  knowledge  than 
through  any  desire  to  violate  the  agreement.  I 
believe  that  the  association  should  hold  meetings 
of  this  kind  at  least  once  per  year,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  better  posted  the  mine  foremen 
and  the  other  representatives  of  the  operator  at 
the  mine  are  regarding  the  agreement  and  de¬ 
cisions  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  operators. 

I  would  suggest,  however,  that  if  these  meetings 
are  held  in  the  future  that  they  should  be  held 
one  in  each  sub-district  in  preference  to  the  sys¬ 
tem  adopted  this  year.  This  would  probably 
require  the  whole  day,  but  it  could  be  held  when 
business  is  not  overly  rushing  and  I  believe  it 
would  be  a  day  well  spent. 

Executive  Committee. 

■  ( 

There  were  no  meetings  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  held  during  the  past  year  except  the  one 
held  in  this  city  immediately^  upon  the_  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  our  last  annual  meeting.  At  this  meeting 
the  committee  authorized  the  secretary  to  rent  of¬ 
fice  room  and  furnish  headquarters,  and'  also  au¬ 
thorized  the  levying  of  the  first  assessment.  The 
second  assessment  was  authorized  by  correspond¬ 
ence  and  was  levied  on  August  fifteenth. 

Arbitration. 

Four  cases  of  dispute  were  submitted  to  arbi¬ 
tration  duiing  the  year.  Two  of  these  cases  were 
decided  against  the  commissioner’s  contention 
and  they  were  accepted  and  the  decisions  carried 
out.  The  other  two  were  decided  in  favor  of 
the  commissioner’s  contention,  and  while  _  the 
miners’  officials  accepted  one  of  these  decisions, 
it  is  not  certain  whether  the  local  union  affected 
will  accept  it  or  not,  while  the  other  one  was 
openly  repudiated  by  the  miners’  state  president. 
On  November  twenty-seventh  President  Water¬ 
man  and  myself  appeared  before  the  miners’ 
State  Executive  Board  and  filed  a  bill  of  com¬ 
plaint,  and  appealed  to  said  board  to  accept  the 
arbitrator’s  decision,  and  also  insisting  on  the  bet¬ 
ter  enforcement  of  the  agreement  in  several  lo¬ 
calities.  We  were  promised  relief  in  a  general 
way  but  the  board  requested  that  a  special  com¬ 
mittee  of  three  miners  and  three  operators  be 
appointed  to  decide  what  should  be  done  regard¬ 
ing  the  arbitrator’s  decision  which  President 
White  had  refused  to  accept.  We  accepted  this 
suggestion  and  appointed  President  Waterman, 
Board  Members  Dargavell  and  Smith  on  said 
committee.  They  met  in  Ottumwa  on  December 
fifth. 


Joint  Movement  and  Miners’  Officers. 

You  will  no  doubt  be  surprised  to  hear  that  I 
have  lost  considerable  faith  in  the  joint  move¬ 
ment,  for  I  have  been  a  constant  and  enthusi¬ 
astic  advocate  of  the  joint  movement  for  so  many 
years  that  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  my 
faith  in  this  institution  would  never  be  shaken, 
but  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  have  lost  a  great 
deal  of  my  enthusiasm  on  this  subject  during  the 
past  year,  and  while  I  have  not  entirely  lost 
faith  in  the  institution,  the  experience  of  the 
past  year  has  been  such  that  I  am  willing  to 
admit  that  I  might  be  mistaken  in  the  belief  that 
the  joint  movement  is  the  proper  and  perma¬ 
nent  solutiqn  of  the  labor  question.  I  still  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  trade 
agreement,  and  I  still  harbor  the  hope  that  the 
necessary  means  will  be  found  of  perpetuating 
the  institution,  but  if  this  much  desired  result 
is  going  to  be  achieved  it  is  very  evident  that 
some  means  must  be  found  to  induce  or  compel 
the  Mine  Workers  to  carry  out  that  part  of  the 
agreement  that  does  not  suit  them,  as  religiously 
as  they  insist  on  the  employer  carrying  out  the 
parts  of  the  agreement  that  does  suit  the  miners, 
and  if  this  cannot  be  accomplished,  and  I  am  free 
to  confess  that  it  has  never  yet  been  accom¬ 
plished,  then  the  joint  movement  should  be  an¬ 
nihilated.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  if  the  miners 
could  be  educated  up  to  a  point  where  they  would 
realize  that  it  was  not  an  advantage  to  them  to 
work  only  six  hours  when  they  have  contracted 
to  work  eight;  and  to  work  only  four  day.s  a 
week  when  they  have  contracted  to  work  six; 
and  where  they  would  not  consider  it  the  ideal 
of  unionism  to  close  mines  down  when  they 
ought  to  be  operated ;  in  other  words,  if  they 
could  be  educated  to  a  point  where  they  would 
consider  a  contract  breaker  in  the  same  category 
as  a  strike  breaker,  then  the  joint  movement 
and  trade  agreement  would  be  in  reality  what 
it  now  is  in  theory:  a  blessing  to  the  human 
race.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  all  true  friends 
of  the  miners  and  the  laboring  men  in  general 
hope  that  this  result  will  be  attained  _  without 
the  necessity  of  having  history  repeat  itself  by 
the  miners  carrying  things  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  cause  the  present  movement  to  go  the  way  of 
its  predecessors  and  have  the  coal  industry  re¬ 
turn  to  the  condition  of  ten  years  ago. 

Commissioners’  Association. 

You  will  remember  that  the  cornmissioneis  of 
the  various  coal  operators’  associations  of  the 
United  States  formed  themselves  into  an  asso¬ 
ciation  last  year.  This  association  is  still  in  ex¬ 
istence,  but  as  a  result  of  the  disruption  of  the 
joint  movement  at  Indianapolis  last  spring,  the 
association  has  not  been  very  active  for  the  past 
year.  They  held  only  one  meeting  during  the 
year.  This  meeting  was  held  at  Chicago,  on 
October  second.  It  was  decided  that  the  asso¬ 
ciation  should  be  continued,  and  another  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  held  in  Indianapolis  some  time  m 
January.  I  had  hoped  that  this  association  would 
be  the  means  of  getting  the  bituminous  coal  op¬ 
erators  of  the  United  States  formed  into  a  na¬ 
tional  federation  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with 
the  Mine  Workers  in  a  more  effective  manner 
than  they  were  able  to  do  under  the  present  ar¬ 
rangement,  but  inasmuch  as  the  four-state  move¬ 
ment  has  been  disbanded  and  the  present  con¬ 
tracts  do  not  expire  until  April  first,  1908,  I  am 
satisfied  that  nothing  will  be  accomplished  be¬ 
tween  now  and  your  annual  meeting  a  year  hence. 

Market  and  Freight  Rates. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  that  the  coal  operators  of  Iowa  ought  to 
have  a  separate  organization  or  bureau  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  present  association,  for  the 
pose  of  boosting  Iowa  coal,  especially  in  the 
Iowa  market,  and  to  take  up  the  question  of 
freight  rates  with  the  railroads.  There  is  a  gen¬ 
eral  belief  that  Iowa  coal  is  being  unjustly  dis¬ 
criminated  against  by  the  coal  dealers,  and  in 
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some  cases  by  the  railroads  in  the  matter  of 
freight  rates.  I  believe  this  c|iiestion  is  well 
worth  yoiir  serious  attention  at  this  meeting.  I 
shall  not  discuss  this  matter  in  detail  in  this 
report  but  will  have  something  to  say  when  the 
matter  is  up  for  discussion.  I  desire  to  say  i.n 
this  connection,  however,  that  I  attended  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  at  Davenport  on  June  four¬ 
teenth  last,  and  I  found  that  there  was  more  or 
less  feeling  between  the  coal  dealers  and  the  coal 
shippers  of  Iowa.  I  did  what  little  I  could  in 


The  prevention  of  smoke  in  stationary  plants 
is  being  agitated  more  every  day;  within  the  city 
limits  this  agitation  also  applies  to  railroad  en¬ 
gines,  tugboats,  river  steamers,  etc.  In  Chicago 
at  the  present  time  scarcely  a  day  passes  without 
finding  a  list  of  persons  fined  for  violation  of  the 
smoke  ordinance.  The  average  coal  man  pays 
little  or  no  attention  to  this  matter,  yet  it  is  one 
which  should  vitally  interest  him ;  the  fact  that 
fines  are  being  paid  every  day  is  evidence  enough 
that  smoke  prevention  is  considered  possible  even 
where  so-called  soft  coal  or  if  you  wish,  smoky 
coal,  is  the  logical  fuel. 

Laws  of  Combustion. 

The  prevention  of  smoke  when  using  our  west¬ 
ern,  or  for  that  matter,  any  coal  rich  in  volatile 
combustible  depends  upon  well  defined  laws  of 
combustion,  and  wherever  those  are  carried  out 
smoke  is  prevented.  .  It  would  be  well  for  con¬ 
sumers  of  coal  to  acquaint  themselves  with  the 
laws  of  combustion ;  they  would  then  be  able  to 
judge  and  accept  only  such  device  that  would 
meet  .the  laws  of  combustion ;  it  would  by  this 
means  eliminate  a  number  of  so-called  smoke 
consuming  devices  now  so  persistently  flaunted 
before  the  minds  of  coal  consumers,  most  of 
whom  are  not  capable  of  forming  an  intelligent 
opinion  between  the  good  and  the  bad,  as  so 
cleverly  stated  by  Mr.  Bement  in  a  recent  paper. 

Let  us  examine  the  laws  of  combustion  and 
state  our  facts  as  far  as  possible  in  such  a  simple 
everyday  matter-of-fact  language  that  anyone  may 
understand.  First,  what  is  combustion?  Simply 
the  union  of  the  combustible  matter  in  the  coal 
with  the  oxygen  present  in  the  atmosphere.  Any¬ 
one  knows  that  water  will  not  burn;  therefore 
the  water  or  moisture  as  it  is  termed  in  the 
coal  is  not  a  part  of  the  combustible  matter. 
While  this  does  not  apply  in  perhaps  the  same 
manner  to  the  ash,  yet  for  simplicity  ash  is  not 
combustible ;  therefore,  the  valuable  ingredients 
in  the  coal  is  termed  combustible.  This  com¬ 
bustible  is  composed  of  volatile  matter,  which,  as 
its  name  implies,  may  be  distilled  from  the  coal 
when  subjected  to  heat  in  a  closed  retort,  form¬ 
ing  solid,  liquid  and  gaseous  products,  but  when 
in  contact  with  the  air  those  bodies  composed  for 
the  most  part  of  carbon  and  hydrogen  may  burn 
to  invisible  gases  or  may  pass  off  mixed  with  air 
in  the  form  of  smoke.  The  evidence  remaining 
after  the  volatile  matter  passes  off  is  the  coke,  a 
mixture  of  carbon  which  is  combustible,  plus  the 
useless  substance  ash,  which  not  only  is  not  com¬ 
bustible,  that  is,  will  not  burn,  but  in  proportion 
to  its  amount  acts  as  a  deterrent  to  combustion, 
and  makes  it  more  difficult  to  burn  the  whole  of 
the  carbon  in  the  coke  in  proportion  to  the 
greater  the  amount  of  ash  the  coke  contains.  One 
can  readily  understand  that  it  will  under  ordinary 
conditions  be  far  more  difficult  to  burn  with  equal 
efficiency  a  coal  having  sixteen  per  cent  ash  as 
against  eight  per  cent  ash,  other  things  as  to  size 
of  coal  and  furnace  conditions  the  same.  Sixteen 
per  cent  ash  in  the  coal  with  thirty-four  per  cent 
volatile  matter  means  considerably  more  in  the 
',dke. 

Importance  of  Air. 

Now  it  is  understood  that  air  is  just  as  impor¬ 
tant  to  proper  and  complete  combustion  as  is  the 
coal.  One  must  supply  a  proper  amount  of  air  and 
in  as  finely  divided  condition  as  possible;  that  is, 
sift  the  air,  as  it  were,  over  all  the  space  where 
volatile  matter  or  combustion  is  taking  place  for 


my  address  to  that  meeting  to  induce  the  deal¬ 
ers  to  give  Iowa  coal  a  square  deal. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  thank  each  of  you 
for  tlie  co-operation  and  support  as  well  as  the 
niaiiy  favors  that  I  have  received  at  your  hands 
during  the  past  year.  I  am  free  to  confess  that 
at  many  times  I  have  felt  like  quitting  the  stren¬ 
uous  life,  and  would  have  welcomed  an  honor- 
able  opportunity  to  hide  from  the  pit  committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  P.  Reese, 
Commissioner. 


it  is  absolutely  essential  that  each  particle  of  vola¬ 
tile  combustible  must  have  its  corresponding 
amount  of  air  if  we  desire  to  get  smokeless  com¬ 
bustion,  also  the  air  and  gas  or  volatile  combust¬ 
ible  after  having  become  thoroughly  mixed  must 
be  at  the  right  temperature  or  they  will  not 
unite  with  one  another ;  this  temperature  must  not 
be  less  than  600°  F.  Having  obtained  such  condi¬ 
tions  it  will  be  found  that  clean  smokeless  com¬ 
bustion  will  take  place,  if  any  particle  of  volatile 
combustible  is  not  supplied  with  air,  then  it  will 
pass  up  the  stack  in  the  form  of  smoke,  hence  no 
matter  how  hot  the  volatile  combustible  gases 
may  be,  smoke  will  be  produced  unless  thoroughly 
mixed  with  air.  It  is  this  combination  of  causes 
that  produces  the  dense  black  smoke  so  often  seen 
emanating  from  our  chimney  stacks.  It  needs  in¬ 
telligence  and  proper  installation  of  those  re¬ 
liable  stokers  to  entirely  prevent  smoke.  It  is 
absolutely  impossible  to  do  so  by  means  of  hand 
firing,  because  it  is  too  intermittent  and  the  air 
and  coal  can  never  be  proportioned  to  the  re¬ 
quired  amount.  Then  again  whenever  the  fur¬ 
nace  door  is  opened  large  volumes  of  cold  air  pass 
through  the  furnace,  cooling  the  gases  below  the 
point  of  ignition  or  burning  point,  besides  the 
cooling  effect  of  the  raw  coal  thrown  on  top  of  a 
mass  of  incandescent  fuel  which  does  nothing 
more  than  distill  the  volatile  matter  at  a  tempera¬ 
ture  so  low  that  it  will  not  burn,  no  matter  how 
thoroughly  it  may  be  mixed  with  air.  This  is  prob¬ 
ably  the  cause  producing  dense  black  smoke  in 
nine  cases  out  of  ten. 

What  can  we  do  to  prevent  this?  Let  us  see. 
Suppose  that  instead  of  throwing  the  coal  on  the 
top  of  the  fire,  it  was  put  in  below  and  gradually 
forced  up  to  the  mass  of  hot  coke.  Would  not 
the  heat  radiating  downward  raise  the  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  raw  coal  to  the  point  at  which  it 
would  give  off  its  volatile  matter  or  smoke? 
Then,  suppose  this  smoke  was  obliged  to  pass  up 
through  the  mass  of  hot  coke.  Would  it  not  be¬ 
come  heated  sufficiently  so  that  it  would  unite  or 
burn  when  properly  mixed  with  air?  and  suppose 
air  was  heated  and  in  a  finely  divided  stream  was 
passed  into  this  volatile  combustible  matter  at 
every  point  where  the  volatile  matter  was  being 
given  off,  would  not  this  make  a  mixture  that 
would  burn  very  rapidly?  Then  suppose  the 
air  supply  was  automatically  regulated  after  once 
being  set  to  give  just  the  proper  amount  of  air 
for  complete  combustion,  does  it  not  follow  as  a 
matter  of  ordinary  common  sense  that  such  prin¬ 
ciples  when  properly  carried  out  would  entirely 
prevent  smoke?  Not  only  that,  but  would  give 
more  heat  per  pound  of  coal  than  when  smoke  is 
produced ;  thus  an  economy  as  well  as  the  total 
elimination  of  smoke. 

Then,  further,  suppose  that,  while  the  air  is 
properly  regulated  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of 
coal  consumed,  it  was  still  automatically  arranged 
to  feed  the  coal  and  supply  the  air  only  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  demand  for  steam,  it  would  seem 
that  such  a  system  is  well  nigh  perfect,  and  offers 
a  solution  in  a  practical  manner  to  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  smoke  and  economy  in  fuel  while  burning 
smoky  coal. 

I  would  suggest  that  all  parties  interested  in¬ 
quire  into  the  merits  of  this  scientific  and  ap¬ 
proved  system;  they  will  find  how  easily  one  can 
prevent  smoke  by  the  application  of  the  principles 
herein  set  forth,  and  yet  burn  the  most  volatile 
or  smoky  coal ;  that  this  is  proven  can  readily  be 
verified  by  a  personal  visit  to  any  one  of  the 
numerous  plants  where  this  system  is  in  success¬ 
ful  operation. 


Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  12. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  situation  here  during  the  past  week 
has  not  undergone  any  material  change.  Prices 
have  stiffened  somewhat,  especially  one  some  of 
the  lesser  grades  of  coal.  Pennsylvania  steam  coals 
have  sold  up  as  high  as  $1.50  in  several  instances. 
The  best  grade  fuels  are  steady  at  from  $1.75@2. 
These  prices  are  quoted  for  the  general  market, 
for  there  are  numbers  of  rather  unusual  cases 
where  the  immediate  necessity  for  fuel  is  dictating 
prices  beyond. 

There  is  little  or  no  spot  bituminous,  and  lit¬ 
tle  promise  of  an  early  improvement.  The  car 
situation  could  hardly  be  worse,  and  the  trade 
here  has  practically  been  given  up  any  hope  of 
amelioration  to  a  considerable  degree. 

A  round  of  shippers’  offices  here  brought  forth 
the  same  story.  All  were  getting  through  occa¬ 
sional  consignments,  but  nothing  like  the  amount 
desired.  All  had  the  same  reports  from  the 
mines  of  shortened  production  as  a  result  of  in¬ 
ability  to  get  cars.  All  were  satisfied  with 
prices  they  are  now  obtaining  for  fuel,  but  dis¬ 
satisfied  with  the  amount  that  is  coming  through. 
Not  a  few  mines  wired  to  handlers  of  their 
product  here  that  they  had  not  mined  a  ton  on 
certain  days  of  last  week. 

While  a  considerable  amount  of  coal  is  being 
gotten  off  over  the  piers  here,  the  tidewater  move¬ 
ment  has  been  affected  to  a  considerable  extent. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  shipments  for 
December  will  show  a  falling  off  as  compared 
with  November  and  October.  The  railroads  are 
undoubtedly  bending  every  effort  to  get  cars  for 
shippers,  but  the  strain  is  too  great  for  them. 
Just  what  the  result  will  be  if  heavy  snows  come 
frequently  is  hard  to  conjecture,  but  such  condi¬ 
tions  will  certainly  not  mean  an  improvement. 

So  far  there  have  been  no  tie-ups  of  outgoing 
shipping,  but  unless  there  is  an  improvement  ves¬ 
sels  will  be  held  here.  Not  a  few  shippers  are 
hustling  to  get  coal  to  fill  some  bottoms  that 
are  expected  shortly. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.  has  big  plans  for 
the  further  development  of  the  Jenner  field  in 
the  Quemahoning  Creek  territory.  Two  new 
mines  are  to  be  opened  up.  tipples  are  to  be  built, 
and  an  electric  plant  constructed  to  supply  pow¬ 
er  to  all  of  the  mines  of  the  company  in  the 
section. 


Foreign  Freight  RaLtes. 

W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange, 
New  York,  report  as  follows: 

Although  there  are  more  steamers  offering 
in  this  market  than  was  the  case  a  week  ago, 
the  niajority  of  the  boats  offered  will  not  en¬ 
tertain  coal  at  anything  like  market  rates,  and 
are  insisting  upon  time  charters  either  for  one 
or  tw'O  trips,  or  for  long  periods,  and  there  is 
a  scarcity  of  tonnage  that  will  entertain  coal 
on  rates. 

Among  the  recent  charters  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Steamer  Parran,  1.245  tons  register, 
Norfolk  to  Demerara  at  $2.40;  steamer  Tancred 
(previously),  2,2.31  tons  register,  Norfolk  to 
St.  Lucia  at  $2.10;  steamer  Aurora,  667  tons 
register,  Philadelphia  to  Santiago  at  $2.00 
(in  connection  with  homeward  business); 
staemer  Livingston,  621  tons  register,  Balti¬ 
more  to  Cardenas  at  $2.00,  and  steamer  Britan¬ 
nic,  1,456  tons  register,  Baltimore  to  Point  a 
Pitre,  Guadaloupe,  at  $1.00,  and  it  is  rumored 
that  a  boat  has  been  fixed  for  Curacao  coal  at 
$1.60  and  port  charges. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $2.00 
to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.55@1.65  to  Cienfue- 
gos;  $1.65@1.75  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75@1.80  to 
Santiago;  $1.70@1.75  to' (Solon;  $1.90(«;2.00  t. 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.70  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.95@2.00  to  Barbadoes; 
$1.65@)1.75  to  Kingston;  $1.50(g'1.60  and  p.  c. 
to  Curacao;  $1.90@2.00  to  Guadaloupe;  $2.40  to 
Demarara ;  $1.90@2.00  to  Bermuda;  $1.60@ 
1.65  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.60(^1.65  to  Tampico;  17 
@18s  to  Buenos  .\yres;  18@19s  to  Rosario; 
17@18s  to  Rio;  lS(ffl9s  to  Santos;  12(gl3s  to 
a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east 
of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  e.xcluded; 
$5.00@5.25  and  discharged  to  ^lanila;  $6.00  to 
Japanese  ports. 


Smoke  and  its  Prevention. 

By  Dr.  R..  S.  Moss. 


No.  24] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


31 


General 

New  Enterprises. 

The  Saltsman  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  Erie  Pa.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  $25,000  capital  stock. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Mountain  Lake  Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  showing 
a  capital  stock  of  $5,000. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  Kittery,  N.  Y.,  has 
been  incorporated  by  H.  P.  Knowlton  and  J.  W. 
Hawes.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$500,000. 

The  Montana  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Boston,  Mass., 
is  to  be  reorganized,  and  according  to  report  the 
company  will  be  incorporated  in  Maine  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $1,000,000  bonds. 

The  Cascade  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Spokane,  Wash., 
has  filed  articles  of  incorporation  showing  a 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Sam  Wittenberg,  W.  R.  Insley  and  J.  R.  Possen. 

The  Bannock  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  with  $10,000  capital  stock.  The 
incorporators  are  A.  H.  Commins,  Charles  C. 
Benner,  M.  A.  Parker,  F.  A.  Barron  and  B.  M. 

D.  Welday. 

Marcy,  Buck  &  Riley  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Watertown,  N.  Y.,  to  deal  in  coal,  coke  and 
other  fuels,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000.  The 
incorporators  are  Robert  Buck,  L.  A.  Macey,  M. 

M.  Buck  and  A.  M.  Taggart. 

The  Kentucky  Midland  Coal  Co.,  Madison,  Ky., 
has  been  incorporated  with  $1,250,000  capital 
stock  to  purchase  and  develop  coal  and  other 
mineral  lands  in  that  state.  The  company  is  in¬ 
corporated  by  W.  J.  Cox,  M.  K.  Gooden  and  G. 

B.  Huyen. 


Eastern  Notes. 

The  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa.,  colliery  of  the  Scran¬ 
ton  Coal  Co.,  which  has  been  idle  for  more  than 
a  week  on  account  of  being  flooded  with  water, 
has  again  resumed  operations,  all  of  the  water 
being  pumped  out. 

The  Pryor  Coal  Co.,  organized  and  controlled 
by  Greensburg  (Pa.)  capitalists,  has  purchased 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  in  Washington 
county.  Preliminary  work  of  developing  this  land 
has  already  been  commenced. 

The  steel  shaft  and  tipple  at  Richmondale,  Pa., 
which  was  erected  by  William  H.  Richmond 
twenty  years  ago,  are  now  being  broken  apart 
and  will  be  sold  as  junk.  The  supply  of  coal  at 
the  colliery  has  been  practically  exhausted  for 
the  past  two  years. 

An  explosion  of  gas  which  recently  occurred  in 
the  Baltimore  mine  of  the  Parish  Coal  Co., 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  believed  to  have  caused  many 
deaths.  A  rescuing  party  has  been  sent  into  the 
workings  and  all  the  ambulances  in  the  city  are 
in  readiness  at  the  entrance  to  the  mine. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  has  begun 
a  system  of  drainage  at  its  collieries  in  the  Pan¬ 
ther  Creek  Valley,  near  Mauch  Chunk,  which 
when  completed  will  cost  in  excess  of  $700,000. 
As  several  tunnels  and  gangways  have  to  be  con¬ 
structed  it  will  undoubtedly  be  some  time  before 
the  work  is  completed. 

The  case  of  John  A.  Weaver  of  Paint  town¬ 
ship,  near  Somerset,  Pa.,  against  the  Berwind- 
White  Coal  Co.  of  Somerset  has  been  settled 
for  $16,000.  The  plaintiff  claimed  that  irre¬ 
parable  damage  had  been  done  to  his  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  he  alleged 
was  caused  by  defective  mining  practiced  by  the 
defendant  company. 

John  T.  Robinson,  Jasper  Augustine  and  J.. 
E.  Lynn  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  have  closed  a  deal 
with  R.  T.  Cunningham  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va., 
whereby  Cunningham  purchases  eight  hundred 
acres  of  coal  from  the  former  at  $100  per  acre. 
The  coal  is  located  near  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  and 
is  part  of  an  extensive  field  of  two  thousand 
acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Cunningham. 


Coal  and  Coke 

Southern  Notes. 

It  is  reported  that  four  factories,  three  news¬ 
paper  plants  several  foundries  and  various  other 
concerns  have  been  closed  down  at  Mayfield,  Ky., 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  coal  for  power. 

The  La  Follette  furnace  near  Clinton,  Tenn., 
one  of  the  largest  furnaces  in  Tennessee,  has 
suspended  operations  temporarily  and  as  a  result 
over  five  hundred  men  are  thrown  out  of  work. 

C.  E.  Conway  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  recently 
purchased  the  coal  mines  and  property  of  the 
Wabash  &  Potomac  Coal  Co.,  near  Blaine,  W. 

Va.,  at  public  auction  for  sixteen  thousand  dol¬ 
lars. 

The  new  building  of  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron 
&  Railway  Co.,  opposite  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  freight  station  at  Ensley,  Ala., .  has  just 
been  completed.  The  building  is  well  constructed 
and  lighted  with  thirty  windows. 

R.  T.  Cunningham  has  purchased  from  Jasper 
Augustine  and  others  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  eight 
hundred  acres  of  coal  land  at  Brown’s  Mills,  W. 

Va.,  at  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  The  land  is 
located  along  the  Wheeling  Short  Line  railroad. 

O.  M.  Bowling,  a  member  of  the  H.  B.  Bowling 
Coal  Co.,  Oliver  Springs,  Tenn.,  has  purchased 
the  properties  of  the  Little  Brushy  Mountain 
Coal  Co.,  situated  near  Petros,  on  the  Harriman 
Northeastern  railway.  The  consideration  paid 
was  $30,000. 

Suit  has  been  brought  in  the  United  States 
court  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  by  the  Union  Savings 
&  Trust  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  against  the 
Consolidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  of  Johnson 
county,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  of  $150,000,  al¬ 
leged  to  be  over  due  and  unpaid. 

Albert  Gregory  and  associates  of  Annapolis, 

Md.,  have  closed  a  deal  for  three  thousand  acres 
of  Leslie  county  (Ky.)  coal  and  timber  lands,  the 
price  being  $31  per  acre.  Mr.  Gregory  also  owns 
three  other  tracts  in  this  county  which  aggre¬ 
gate  about  twenty  thousand  acres. 

The  Jung  &  Sons  Coal  Co.,  New  Orleans,  La., 
has  filed  an  answer  to  the  suit  brought  against 
it  by  the  Monongahela  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  for  the  sinking  of  a  barge  loaded  with  coal 
last  May.  The  respondent  denies  the  quantity 
and  value  of  the  coal  in  the  sunken  barge. 

The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.  has 
let  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  houses  to  be  built  at  Potters,  Reeders 
and  Fossils,  at  a  cost  of  $80,000.  The  marvelous 
increase  in  the  business  of  the  company  at  its 
Red  Mountain  mines  has  also  required  a  large 
increase  in  the  working  force. 

On  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars  throughout 
the  southern  states  the  Sloss-Sheffield  Steel  & 
Iron  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  reports  over  twenty- 
three  thousand  tons  of  iron  belonging  to  cus¬ 
tomers  as  being  stacked  up  in  the  yards  of  the 
company.  The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad 
Co.  is  also  said  to  be  behind  in  its  deliveries. 

Frank  H.  Crockard,  general  manager  of  the 
Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.,  accom¬ 
panied  by  several  other  officials  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany,  recently  made  a  tour  of  inspection  to  the 
western  part  of  the  Ensley  district,  where  it  is 
understood  the  company  owns  a  large  tract  of 
land  which  it  proposes  to  open  up  in  the  near 
future. 

The  city  waterworks  and  electric  light  plant 
at  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  will  use  coal  for  furnishing 
power  in  the  future  instead  of  oil.  This  action  • 
is  taken  on  account  of  an  advance  of  twenty- 
three  and  one-half  cents  a  barrel  in  the  price  of 
oil.  The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the 
city  was  awarded  to  the  Fitzgerald  company, 
whose  bid  was  $2.87  per  ton. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  is  constructing  a  new 
mine  opening  on  Robinson  run,  twelve  miles 
north  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.  A  new  wooden 
tipple  is  to  be  constructed  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  mines  will  be  in  operation  early  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  About  three  hundred  men  will  be  em- 
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ployed  and  the  daily  capacity  of  the  mine  is  to 
be  one  thousand  two  hundred  tons. 

Governor  John  1.  Cox  of  Tennessee  and  N.  L. 
Reynolds,  superintendent  of  the  Brushy  Moun¬ 
tain  coal  mines,  returned  a  few  days  ago  to 
Nashville,  after  a  tour  to  the  Cumberland 
plateau,  where  an  examination  was  made  of  the 
fifteen  thousand  acres  of  coal  and  timber  lands 
offered  for  sale  to  the  state.  The  land  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  Warren,  Van  Buren,  Grundy  and  Se¬ 
quatchie  counties,  and  the  price  fixed  and  which 
has  been  accepted  by  a  majority  of  the  board 
of  prison  commissioners,  is  $11  per  acre. 


Western  Notes. 

G.  W.  Fraker,  Frakerville,  Iowa,  has  optioned 
several  farms  north  of  Albia  and  drills  will  be 
put  to  work  immediately  to  test  the  field. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad  is 
contemplating  the  erection  of  a  large  and  modern 
coal  chute  at  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  early  in  the 
spring. 

Elisha  Vinson,  Fairmount,  Ind.,  has  brought 
suit  against  the  Indiana  Natural  (jas  &  Oil  Co., 
asking  $10,000  damages  for  personal  injuries  re¬ 
ceived  while  assisting  in  the  unloading  of  a  car  of 
coal  belonging  to  the  company. 

According  to  unofficial  figures  secured  at  the 
United  States  custom  office  the  coal  docks  at 
Superior,  Wis.,  up  to  November  first,  received 
nearly  two  and  a  half  million  tons  of  bituminous 
coal,  as  compared  with  1,634,540  tons  for  all  last 
year. 

Steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Muncie  (Ind.) 
commercial  club  to  secure  an  investigation  of 
the  coat  situation  in  Indiana,  and  a  meeting  is  to 
be  held  at  Anderson  wtihin  a  short  time  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  cooperation  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  gas  belt. 

Negotiations  are  pending  for  the  settlement  of 
the  strike  in  the  coal  mining  regions  near  Leth¬ 
bridge,  Ala.  Mr.  King,  deputy  minister  of  la¬ 
bor,  has  received  communications  from  both  the 
miners  and  operators  suggesting  methods  where¬ 
by  operations  may  be  resumed. 

On  account  of  the  shortage  of  fuel  throughout 
the  state  of  Washington  the  Northern  Pacific 
railroad  has  been  notified  by  citizens  of  towns 
along  its  line  that  unless  relief  is  furnished  they 
will  hold  up  its  coal  trains,  weigh  out  the  coal 
and  deposit  the  price  of  it  to  the  company’s 
credit. 

Because  the  Montana  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  refused 
to  reinstate  a  miner  who  had  been  discharged  a 
few  weeks  ago,  four  hundred  miners  went  out  on 
a  strike  recently  at  the  company’s  mines  and  cok¬ 
ing  plants  at  Aldridge  and  Horr.  The  shutdown 
is  expected  to  further  aggravate  the  prevailing 
scarcity  of  coal  in  that  state. 

At  a  cost  of  $60,000  the  Union  Pacific  Coal 
Co.  has  placed  its  No.  2  mine  at  Hanna,  Wyo., 
in  condition  for  a  large  daily  production  of  coal. 
This  mine  was  shut  down  several  years  ago 
with  the  intention  of  abandonment.  The  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  new  tipple  and  the  installation  of  heavy 
hoisting  machinery  is  now  being  completed. 

T.  P.  McDonald,  formerly  of  Meeteetse,  Wyo., 
has  left  that  town  with  a  steamboat  loaded  with 
coal  mining  machinery  for  the  interior  of  Alaska, 
where  several  months  ago  he  secured  some  val¬ 
uable  coal  banks.  The  location  of  the  coal  is 
not  divulged,  but  he  states  it  is  on  one  of  the 
principal  streams  of  Alaska  and  can  be  brought 
to  the  coast  by  water. 

As  a  result  of  the  embargo  placed  upon  the 
Big  Four  railroad  by  the  Evansville  &  Terre 
Haute  and  the  southern  Indiana  roads,  the  coal 
industry  of  Indiana  is  reported  as  being  badly 
tied  up.  The  quarrel  between  the  three  arose 
from  the  alleged  action  of  the  Big  Four  in  re¬ 
fusing  to  accept  coal  shipped  over  the  other  two 
lines  and  sending  empty  cars  from  Indianapolis 
to  West  Virginia. 
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The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  very  active,  with 
a  larger  demand  for  all  sizes  below  egg  than 
can  be  filled.  Egg  and  broken  of  the  Lehigh 
grades  are  also  short,  with  the  companies  pro¬ 
ducing  them,  and  are  unable  to  ship  the  quan¬ 
tity  desired.  The  few  mild  days  early  in  the 
week  had  the  effect  of  easing  trade  slightly 
and  shipment  was  not  so  urgent,  thus  permit¬ 
ting  of  getting  out  of  the  way  some  of  the 
unfinished  business  and  orders  that  had  accu¬ 
mulated  in  shippers’  hands.  Now  that  more 
seasonable  weather  is  again  prevailing  the  de¬ 
mand  is  correspondingly  reflected  into  the 
market  by  an  increased  supply  of  orders.  The 
unsettled  weather,  with  high  winds  and  fog, 
has  been  a  feature  which  affected  harbor  trans¬ 
portation  quite  seriously  where  boats  were 
unable  to  move  for  one  and  two  days  at  a 
time.  Shipments  out  of  the  harbor  for  sound 
and  further  east  points  were  also  restricted, 
while  light  vessels  were  delayed  in  returning 
to  loading  ports  and  at  the  moment  all  craft 
is  reported  short.  It  will  probably  take  a 
week  longer  if  good  weather  holds,  to  get  the 
shipping  facilities  straightened  out.  The  car 
supply,  which  continues  remarkably  short, 
considering  the  advanced  season,  is  still  a 
controlling  feature  in  the  movement  of  the 
coal  tonnage. 

Coal  Still  Going  West. 

The  car  situation  has  been  a  matter  of  much 
interest  to  shippers,  as  to  the  policy  of  ex¬ 
tending  the  shipments  to  the  west  on  the 
present  basis  of  tonnage  moving.  That  there 
will  be  cargoes  offering  to  the  various  ves¬ 
sel  interests  up  to  the  expiration  of  the  hull 
insurance  on  December  twelfth.  So  far  there 
has  been  no  marked  decrease  in  the  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  to  the  lakes  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  all  of  it  will  be  shipped  west,  as  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  tonnage  will  be  needed  for 
stock  at  these  terminal  points.  It  is  said 
that  stocks  at  these  places  are  in  less  supply 
than  is  usual.  Nor  is  it  generally  understood 
that  all  contracts  for  the  western  markets 
will  be  filled  up  before  navigation  closes.  The 
desire  to  get  a  larger  supply  of  cars  under 
control  at  the  mines,  to  enable  of  freer  ship¬ 
ment  to  line  and  tidewater  points,  is  thought 
to  be  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  pro¬ 
ducing  roads.  The  output  of  coal  in  Novem¬ 
ber  was  not  as  large  as  that  of  last  year,  but 
the  sales  made  during  the  same  period  show 
an  increase,  indicating  a  larger  transaction  of 
business  which  it  has  been  unable  to  supply. 
This  trade  will,  it  is  expected,  receive  in¬ 
creased  shipments  of  coal  from  now  on,  as 
the  cars  get  more  plentiful  and  make  the  cur¬ 
rent  month’s  output  of  greater  importance. 
The  collieries  in  many  instances  during  the 
first  ten  days  of  the  month  have  shown  little 
increase  in  working  days,  the  average  being 
a  little  over  four  days  a  week  of  full  mining. 
But  better  things  are  now  daily  expected. 


All-Rail  and  Tidewater  Markets  Strong. 

The  amount  of  business  that  is  being  re¬ 
ceived  from  all  the  large  consuming  centers 
is  giving  the  opinion  that  consumers  did  not 
anticipate  that  a  heavy  demand  would  en¬ 
sue  during  the  dull  months  of  the  year.  While 
shipments  are  being  made  equally  as  to  pro¬ 
portions  to  both  line  and  tide,  it  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  apportion  the  daily  tonnage  re¬ 
ported,  so  as  to  give  the  relief  desired.  While 
the  general  trade  is  fairly  well  provided  for 
on  all  current  needs,  there  is  still  remaining 
much  business  that  has  accumulated  with 
shippers,  which  is  mostly  for  points  on  for¬ 
eign  roads.  This  class  of  business  can  only 
be  shipped  upon  when  cars  are  available  for 
it,  as  it  is  not  policy  in  times  of  activity  to 
leave  them  go  off  the  system’s  lines. 

Trade  coastwise  is  active  and  calling  for 
more  coal  of  special  grades  or  sizes  than 
can  be  given  it  promptly.  All  the  Red  Ash 
and  Lehigh  coals  are  short  of  requirements, 
with  stove  and  chestnut  in  strong  demand. 
The  movement  of  cargoes  is  somewhat  slow, 
but  better  weather  will  likely  help  things  ma¬ 
terially.  A  good  trade  is  being  transacted  in 
the  harbor  and  all  interests  supplying  coal 
have  all  the  orders  they  can  take  care  of. 
Prices  are  firm  and  will  show  higher  averages 
for  the  month.  The  steam  grades  are  becom¬ 
ing  very  active  and  it  is  impossible  to  supply 
all  the  tonnage  that  is  being  called  for,  espe¬ 
cially  on  buckwheat  No.  2.  Premiums  of  ten 
cents  over  schedule  is  offered  for  this  coal 
where  it  can  be  supplied,  while  the  other 
sizes  are  rapidly  being  reduced  to  a  point 
where  a  shortage  must  occur  before  long  if 
cold  weather  continues.  The  freezing  of 
these  coals  in  cars,  where  no  steam  apparatus 
is  adjusted  to  thaw  it  out,  is  quite  a  problem 
to  discharge  at  the  loading  ports. 

The  Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  con¬ 
tinues  very  strong.  There  is  quite  a  little 
inquiry  for  coal,  and  the  indications  are  that 
there  is  a  small  shortage  at  the  present  time. 
This  has  not  at  present  had  any  material  ad¬ 
vancing  effect,  upon  the  prices,  which  are 
strong.  The  lower  grades  can  be  purchased 
at  around  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor 
shipping  ports,  and  the  better  grades  of  steam 
coal  can  be  had  around  $2.75  to  $2.85,  with  the 
specialties  at  around  $3.00.  The  car  supply 
continues  to  be  bad,  though  at  times  is  va¬ 
rious,  so  that  people  receiving  up  to  ten  per 
cent  of  their  needs  ordinarily  run  at  times 
about  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent.  This,  of 
course,  is  considerable  improvement,  and 
helps  out  materially. 

The  feature  this  week  is  the  water  trans¬ 
portation  condition.  There  seem  to  be  neither 
barges  nor  sailing  craft  enough  to  go  around. 
Harbor  boats  have  advanced,  say,  two  and 
one-half  cents  and  Sound  boats  10@15c  per 
ton.  The  trouble  with  the  Sound  boats  has 


been  not  only  the  bad  weather,  which  has 
prevented  boats  from  making  time,  obliging 
them  to  keep  to  the  harbors  a  good  part  of 
the  time,  but  the  very  slow  discharge  of  the 
boats  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart¬ 
ford  railroad  also  adding  to  this  delay.  Two 
weeks  is  about  the  time  that  they  are  taking 
upon  ordinary  sized  boats,  after  reporting,  to 
get  them  out.  This  is  rather  disheartening, 
coming  since  their  having  put  in  better  facili¬ 
ties  for  unloading,  but  the  question  seems  to 
be  one  of  cars  to  receive  the  coal  from  the 
boats,  rather  than  to  discharge  it  on  its  ar¬ 
rival.  In  all  equity  it  would  seem  that  the 
railroads,  and  not  the  consignees,  should  bear 
the  demurrage,  but  the  railroads  in  their  usual 
way  evidently  do  not  see  it  in  this  light. 

There  have  been  a  few  shipments  of  export 
coal  during  the  week,  the  exporters  having 
paid  a  freight  that  would  attract  the  vessels 
and  so  secured  them.  Vessels  for  this  class 
of  trade  have  been  a  little  more  plentiful,  but 
they  have  been  demanding  the  full  rate. 

The  shortage  of  labor  is  still  a  prevailing 
condition  at  many  of  the  mines,  especially 
those  that  are  not  favored  with  a  full  supply 
of  cars. 

Coastwise  Trade  Active. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  active.  There  is 
considerable  demand  for  coal  from  this  terri¬ 
tory.  Shipments,  however,  are  being  general¬ 
ly  held  up  on  account  of  the  short  supply  df 
vessels.  Time  will  offset  that  by  bringing  a 
supply  of  them  from  the  east,  and  vessels  that 
have  been  taking  outside  business  will  no 
doubt  also  be  attracted  back  by  dollar  freights 
to  around  the  Cape. 

Trade  along  the  Sound  is  very  active  and 
is  calling  for  more  coal  than  it  can  take  care 
of,  the  short  supply  of  Sound  barges  having 
this  effect.  It  is  calling  for  a  little  more 
coal  than  is  being  provided  for  it,  and  this 
applies  to  apparently  all  the  grades  of  coal 
reaching  New  York  harbor. 

All-rail  trade  is  active  and  inclined  to  be 
more  steady  than  tidewater  business.  Prices 
continue  at  about  $1.50  for  fair  grades  of  coal 
at  the  mines.  Transportation  from  mines  to 
tide  is  a  little  bit  slower  than  usual.  Car 
supply  seems  slightly  improved  in  some  quara- 
ters,  but  not  enough  to  make  a  material  im¬ 
pression,  and  everyone  rather  looks  upon  it 
as  a  temporary  condition. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are 
scarce.  Ice  has  appeared  at  most  of  the 
shoal  water  ports,  and  we  hear  of  cancella¬ 
tions  of  orders  from  these  ports  where  orders 
are  still  open.  At  shoalwater  points  this  side 
of  the  Cape  we  hear  of  the  breaking  of  ice 
tc  get  different  kinds  of  vessels  out  to  make 
them  available. 

We  quote  current  freight  rates  from  the 
lower  ports  to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portsmouth 
of  $1.00  and  discharge,  with  loading  and  dis¬ 
charging  clause;  and  to  the  Sound.  85c  and 
discharge,  with  loading  and  discharging  clause. 


Market  News 


from  Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  Dec.  14. —  {Special  Correspondence.) — 
This  week  marks  the  close  of  the  lake  season  of 
navigation  and  there  has  been  a  rush  of  business 
in  the  coal  forwarding  line  over  the  water  route, 
and  the  final  result  of  the  season’s  business  will 
be  far  better  than  was  anticipated  a  month  ago. 
By  comparison  of  figures  of  the  season  of  1905 
with  that  of  1906,  it  will  be  found  that  the 


present  year  has  held  its  own  very  creditably. 
Up  to  midnight  of  Wednesday,  when  the  of¬ 
ficial  season  closed,  total  forwarding  had 
reached  2,668,228  tons,  as  against  2,785,362 
tons  last  year. 

As  several  boats  have  had  their  insurance 
extended  to  Saturday  night,  it  may  be  as¬ 
sumed  that  the  difference  in  favor  of  1905 


will  be  still  somewhat  reduced.  As  it  onlj’' 
amounts  to  127,134  tons  at  present,  the  year  is 
likely  to  close  about  neck  and  neck  with  the 
record  of  1905.  For  the  nine  months  of  the 
shipping  season,  the  amounts  sent  forward  in 
the  various  months  was  as  "follows:  April, 
322,751;  May,  51,775;  June,  256,556;  July,  220,- 
026;  August,  471,627;  September,  365,450;  Oc- 
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tober,  357,218;  November,  380,175;  December, 
142,650  tons. 

For  the  past  seven  days  no  coal  has  cleared 
for  Lake  Superior  ports.  Chicago  has  been 
the  prospective  point  for  nearly  all  coal  sent 
out  of  this  port.  The  distribution  was  as 
follows:  Chicago,  49,300;  Milwaukee,  7,000; 
Bay  City,  1,000;  Kingston,  1,000  tons. 

While  it  is  believed  that  the  close  of  lake 
navigation  will  be  a  factor  in  partially  at  least 
relieving  the  car  shortage  situation,  the  rail¬ 
roads  have  been  in  much  trouble  during  the 
past  seven  days.  A  tremendous  effort  has 
been  made  in  that  period  to  rush  coal  forward 
for  the  closing  cargoes  of  the  season,  and  in 
many  cases  the  railroads  themselves  have 
found  their  coaling  plants  practically  destitute 
and  have  been  forced  to  resort  to  confiscation 
to  supply  their  locomotives. 

This  car  shortage  question  is  one  which 
arouses  much  genuine  alarm  among  shippers 
of  all  kinds,  the  coal  men  being  far  from 
alone  in  their  dilemma.  Traffic  managers  say 
they  are  doing  everything  in  their  power  to 
relieve  the  situation,  but  with  scant  success. 
Renewed  efforts  are  being  made  by  officials 
to  induce  consignors  of  cars  to  load  and  un¬ 
load  more  promptly.  The  detention  charge 
of  $1.00  a  day  falls  much  below  what  the  rail¬ 
roads  can  earn  daily  with  a  car. 

Box  cars  are  especially  scarce,  effort  of  the 
transportation  companies  being  directed  to  get¬ 
ting  forward  holiday  goods,  which  are  much 
delayed.  It  is  reported  on  what  is  consid¬ 
ered  good  authority  that  goods  shipped  or  at 
least  ordered  from  New  York  and  other  met¬ 
ropolitan  points  six  weeks  ago  have  not  yet 
reached  their  destinations.  In  fact,  it  is  now 
doubtful  if  they  will  arrive  in  time  to  be 
placed  on  the  holiday  shelves.  So  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  coal  men  are  really  getting  the 
best  of  it,  being  able  to  supply  the  actual  de¬ 
mands  of  the  trade  in  a  pretty  satisfactory 
manner. 

On  Monday  the  new  Buffalo  &  Susquehan¬ 
na  railroad,  owned  by  the  Goodyears  and  tap¬ 
ping  an  extensive  bituminous  coad  deposit  in 
the  Sikesville  district  of  Pennsylvania,  ran  its 
first  train  direct  into  Buffalo.  The  new  road 
has  its  own  tracks  laid  to  Blasdell,  and  from 
that  point  enters  the  city  over  the  Lake  Shore. 
The  opening  of  the  road  will  enable  the  com¬ 
pany,  which  has  erected  extensive  iron  fur¬ 
naces  here,  to  bring  coal  from  their  own 
mines  direct  to  their  furnace  doors,  enabling 
them  to  turn  out  their  products  at  the  mini¬ 
mum  of  expense.  Of  course,  all  this  steel 
development  at  this  point  tends  to  increase 
Buffalo’s  importance  as  a  coal  shipping  cen¬ 
ter,  and  increases  the  demand  for  home  con¬ 
sumption. 

Robert  Williams  of  the  firm  of  Frank  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Company,  who  was  operated  upon 
for  appendicitis  last  week,  is  reported  at  this 
writing  to  be  in  a  very  serious  condition,  fail¬ 
ing  rapidly.  His  recovery  is  considered  very 
doubtful. 

W.  K.  Richards,  of  the  Richards  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Company  of  Pittsburg  was  a  visitor  in 
■  the  city  this  week. 

John  M.  Daly,  a  prominent  retail  dealer  of 
London,  Ont.,  was  a  caller  on  the  local  sales 
agents  yesterday.  He  reports  business  good 
in  the  dominion,  but  deprecates  the  delays  in 
filling  orders,  caused  by  the  car  shortage. 

Harry  C.  Burkett  of  the  Greensburg  Atlantic 
Crush  Coke  Company  of  the  Acme  and  Avon¬ 
dale  mines,  was  shaking  hands  with  acquaint¬ 
ances  in  Buffalo  this  week. 

Within  the  last  few  days  several  hundred 
acres  of  additional  coal  territory  in  the  Broad 
Mountain  district  has  been  sold,  going,  it  is 
claimed,  into  the  hands  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Coal  Company,  which  already  had 
large  holdings  in  the  Schuylkill  region.  It  is 
predicted  that  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  and 
the  Schuylkill  Coal  &  Iron  Company  are  very 
likely  to  become  dangerous  rivals  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  in  the  near  future. 
Both  of  these  corporations  have  also,  it  is 
claimed,  secured  some  territory  recently,  de¬ 
signed  to  give  them  an  outlet  from  that  re¬ 
gion. 

Rail  business  of  the  anthracite  trade  shows 
little  change  from  last  week.  Orders  come  in 
rapidly,  faster,  in  fact,  than  they  can  be  cared 
for.  Sales  agents  find  the  crippled  condition 


of  the  car  service  a  great  handicap,  but  are 
able  to  keep  their  trade  in  a  reasonably  happy 
frame  of  mind. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  December  IS.— (^Special 
Correspondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  market 
continues  to  be  quite  active.  The  seasonable 
weather  is  having  a  marked  effect  in  stimulating 
the  placing  of  orders.  Shippers  are  receiving  all 
the  business  they  can  provide  for  and  find  it 
inconvenient  to  furnish  the  special  grades  in  the 
quarfiities  desired.  Stove  and  chestnut  are  not 
plentiful  and  orders  upon  them  are  not  receiving 
the  prompt  attention  given  to  the  other  sizes.  The 
demand  is  general  from  all  quarters  and  more 
tonnage  is  obtained  in  the  aggregate  than  can 
be  distributed  promptly.  The  car  supply  is  s'uill 
the  important  feature  influencing  the  trade  to 
greater  activity  because  of  their  shortage.  The 
delays  occurring  to  shipment  on  this  account  fre¬ 
quently  affects  that  which  is  most  in  need  and 
thereby  makes  the  requirements  more  urgent.  No 
cars  are  allowed  for  consignment  to  points  off 
the  main  line  roads,  which  restriction  is  likely 
to  improve  local  conditions  shortly.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  consumers  were  not  alive  to  “the  situation 
in  taking  on  a  necessary  supply  when  coal  was 
cheaper  and  more  easily  to  be  had.  The  conse¬ 
quence  is  that  they  are  now  subject  to  the  delays 
in  transportation  usual  and  paying  the  maximum 
price. 

Trade  East  is  Active. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  coal  from  all 
coastwise  points.  The  colder  weather  of  tjhe 
week  has  produced  many  orders  and  made  ship¬ 
ments  upon  the  business  in  hand  more  urgent. 
The  further  east  light  draught  ports  are  now 
closed  by  ice,  but  effort  is  still  being  made  to 
reach  some  of  the  shoal  water  points  before 
ice  makes.  We  hear  of  vessels  being  frozen  in 
and  ice  has  to  be  broken  to  release  “Dhem.  The 
open  ports  are,  however,  receiving  a  large  amount 


Boston,  Mass.,  December  13. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  large  demand  reflects  the  more 
seasonable  weather  conditions  in  the  hard  coal 
market  and  an  acVive  business  is  being  transacted. 
The  progress  of  the  trade  is  of  a  regular  order 
and  is  being  replenished  daily  through  the  selling 
agents  as  the  coal  is  consumed.  Many  orders 
are  being  received  from  consumers  whose  re¬ 
quirements  are  frequently  due  to  lack  of  storage 
room,  keeping  dealers  busy  in  making  deliveries 
upon  it.  Buyers  are  more  inclined  to  place  or¬ 
ders  for  future  shipment,  as  they  have  been  run¬ 
ning  very  close  on  their  supplies  and  do  not  wish 
to  Yake  any  chances  by  delays.  This  calling  for 
additional  cargoes  to  be  sent  forward  in  order 
that  the  depleted  piles  may  be  replenished.  The 
movement  of  coal  from  the  loading  ports  has  been 
fairly  regular,  except  for  a  day  of  fog  or  high 
wind  now  and  again,  which  must  be  expected  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  Ice  has  been  making 
this  week  at  all  the  shoal  water  ports  and  it  is 
not  likely  that  any  further  tonnage  of  importance 
will  be  made  to  them. 

Line  Orders  Plentiful. 

The  all-rail  business  keeps  up  a  strong  demand 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  increased  shipments 
on  the  orders  placed.  This  trade  is  usually  be¬ 
hind  in  receiving  its  coal  in  times  of  activity  and 
there  are  no  signs  of  improvement  while  the 
cars  are  in  short  supply.  Slightly  more  tonnage 
has  reached  this  territory  from  the  water  ports 
recently  though  it  is  not  of  sufficient  amount  to 
give  the  desired  relief.  The  chief  trouble  is  due 
to  the  shortage  of  New  Haven  &  Hartford  rail¬ 
road  cars  at  the  discharging  ports  to  receive  tiie 
coal  on  arrival  and  this  is  causing  demurrage 
charges  to  accrue.  Under  these  conditions  ship¬ 
ments  are  naturally  hampered  and  boat  owners 
are  refusing  to  charter  for  delivery  at  these  points. 
The  fine  sizes  for  steaming  purposes  are  very 


Bituminous  operators  claim  they  are  getting 
a  trifle  better  service  since  the  ore  shipments 
dropped  off. 


of  coal  and  the  number  of  orders  remaining  in 
shippers’  hands  will  warrant  a  heavy  movement 
for  some  time  yet.  The  steam  grades  are  be¬ 
coming  very  acYive  and  the  demand  upon  them  for 
certain  sizes  is  in  excess  of  the  current  supply. 
Pea  coal  is  being  used  in  both  the  city  and 
at  line  points  in  place  of  the  larger  sizes,  by 
many  consumers  while  the  cold  weather  augments 
the  requirements  materially.  Trade  at  retail  is 
good.  Most  dealers  have  an  excess  of  orders 
for  daily  deliveries. 

Bituminous  Market  Active. 

The  soft  coal  market  shows  continued  strength 
with  producing  interests  receiving  more  business 
than  it  can  provide  for  under  the  conditions. 
There  is  some  complaint  at  the  prevailing  condi¬ 
tion  as  it  affects  the  producer  to  an  extent  where 
mining  coal  becomes  unprofitable.  Due  to  the  un¬ 
certain  car  supply  at  the  mines  for  loading,  no  def¬ 
inite  number  of  days  for  work  can  be  assured  the 
men,  and  as  a  result  labor  finds  employment  else¬ 
where,  often  leaving  the  mine  short  of  help  to  load 
what  cars  arrive.  This  disorganizes  ‘things  and 
does  not  permit  of  definite  working  plans  to  be  made 
for  economical  mining.  The  all-rail  trade  is  tak¬ 
ing  the  larger  percentage  of  the  coal  shipped,  the 
demand  for  it  being  more  urgent  and  slightly 
higher  prices  paid  for  it  than  at  tidewater  points. 
The  improved  condition  at  ‘the  loading  ports  has 
induced  more  coal  to  be  sent  to  them  and  is  freely 
absorbed  on  arrival,  as  the  supply  has  been  re¬ 
stricted.  The  price  of  ordinary  steam  coals  f.  o.  b. 
mines  is  $1.35@1.50  a  ton  and  special  grades 
higher.  There  is  a  shortage  of  vessels  for  load¬ 
ing,  owing  to  a  fleet  being  in  the  east  wind- 
bound  and  freight  rates  are  firm  at  $1.00  for 
around  the  cape  and  85c  to  sound  ports. 


active  and  it  is  difficult  to  furnish  all  the  tonnage 
called  for.  The  demand  for  these  steam  grades 
developed  earlier  in  the  season  than  usual  and 
continues  without  any  cessation.  That  this  coal 
is  making  large  inroads  on  bituminous  coal  is 
thought  to  be  the  reason  of  its  increased  require¬ 
ments. 

Soft  Coal  Market  Good. 

In  the  bituminous  coal  trade  there  is  an  abund¬ 
ance  of  business  being  offered,  but  an  acceptance 
is  not  always  to  be  had  on  terms  suitable  to  the 
buyer.  Particularly  where  storage  room  is  lim¬ 
ited  and  purchasers  are  made  as  necessity  dictates 
it  is  obliged  in  most  cases  to  pay  an  advance 
in  the  price  of  coal  for  prompt  shipment.  In  fact 
none  of  the  standard  coals  where  available  can 
be  bought  at  contract  figures  and  are  demanding 
a  premium  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  cenYs  a  ton. 
The  surplus  of  coal  reaching  the  loading  ports 
after  the  contracts  are  supplied  is  of  such  small 
.  proportions  that  it  has  little  impression  on  the 
outside  market.  Although  when  an  offer  is  made 
at  an  advance  and  the  time  of  shipment  convenient 
sales  are  effected  on  the  higher  basis.  Coal 
is  short  at  loading  ports  and  with  holidays  making 
labor  short  at  the  mines  no  improvement  is 
looked  for.  Vessels  are  also  short  and  in  strong 
demand  with  rates  at  $1.00  and  slightly  over  to 
around  the  cape.  Prices  are  firm  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b. 
Hampton  Roads;  Georges  Creek,  Philadelphia, 
$2.85.  All-rail  coal  is  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b.  cars  at 
the  mines. 

The  James  W.  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.,  Washington, 
Pa.,  has  announced  that  it  would,  in  a  short  time 
begin  the  erection  of  two  hundred  additional  coke 
ovens  at  its  Ellsworth  (Pa.)  plant.  In  order  to 
furnish  coal  for  the  additional  ovens  four  new 
coal  shafts  are  to  be  sunk. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade 


The  New  f^ngland  Trade. 
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Brick  walls  are  being  built  in  No.  7  colliery 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  near  Scranton, 
to  save  the  mine  from  destruction  by  fire. 

The  total  consumption  of  coal  in  Jamaica 
for  the  year  ending  with  March,  190G,  was 
77,204  tons,  of  which  the  United  States  sup¬ 
plied  39,730  tons,  the  rest  coming  from  Eng¬ 
land. 

The  anthracite  coal  shipments  for  Novem¬ 
ber  were  5,182,153  tons,  as  compared  to  5,- 
421,584  tons  for  the  corresponding  month  in 
1905.  The  shipments  for  the  eleven  months 
aggregated  50,802,507  tons,  as  against  50,015,088 
tons  for  the  same  period  in  1905,  a  decrease 
of  5,152,521  tons. 

The  house  committee  on  Merchant  Marine 
and  Fisheries  at  Washington  decided  to  make 
a  favorable  report  on  the  Bennett  bill,  grant¬ 
ing  the  board  of  supervisors  of  ports  power 
to  regulate  the- blowing  of  whistles  in  inland 
waters.  This  bill  is  especially  designed  to  re¬ 
duce  the  noise  in  New  York  harbor. 

It  is  reported  from  Pottsville,  Pa.,  that  in 
the  last  few  days  several  hundred  acres  of 
additional  coal  lands  in  the  Broad  Mountain 
district,  just  north  of  that  city,  have  been  pur¬ 
chased,  presumably  for  the  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son  Co.,  which  now  owns  about  5,000  acres  in 
this  region.  In  connection  with  other  proper¬ 
ties  the  transactions  are  said  to  represent  an 
interest  of  several  million  dollars. 

F.  R.  Long,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
New  York  office  of  J.  H.  Weaver  &  Co.,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  has  tendered  his  resignation  and  left 
its  employ  last  week.  He  expects  to  remain 
in  the  trade,  but  has  not  yet  decided  upon 
his  future  movements.  J.  W.  Birck,  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Philadelphia  office,  will  be  in 
charge  of  the  New  York  branch  temporarily, 
until  other  arrangements  can  be  made. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  which  recently 
secured  a  lease  of  the  Silver  Brook  colliery, 
formerly  operated  by  J.  S.  Wentz  &  Co.,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Silver  Brook,  Schuylkill  county,  has 
held  the  peculiar  position  of  receiving  money 
for  taking  over  the  property.  In  the  deal 
the  Wentz  Co.  pays  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Co. 
$5,000  to  take  over  lease.  The  lease  also 
stipulates  that  Wentz  &  Co.  are  to  remove 
the  breaker,  dwellings  and  other  buildings  on 
the  tract. 

J.  J.  Hobbs,  export  and  colliery  agent.  New 
York,  returned  home  last  week  from  Cuba 
and  other  West  Indies  points,  after  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  about  two  months.  Mr.  Hobbs  has 
connection  here  and  abroad  for  the  standard 
grades  of  coal  and  does  considerable  business 
not  only  in  these  islands,  but  in  South  Amer¬ 
ica.  He  reports  his  recent  trip  has  been  quite 
satisfactory  and  shipments  are  going  forward 
upon  it,  though  he  finds  that  with  the  lack  of 
vessels  slight  delay  will  occur. 

The  Black  Diamond  is  in  receipt  of  a  min¬ 
iature  coal  scuttle,  which  is  a  unique  idea  of 
J.  Brewster  Gere’s  method  of  advertising  his 
business.  The  scuttle  makes  a  splendid  re- 
ceptable  for  cigar  ashes.  It  is  nickel  plated, 
has  Mr.  Gere's  name  and  address  stamped 
upon  the  side.  Mr.  Gere  is  one  of  the  enter¬ 
prising  coal  merchants  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
where  he  has  established  a  large  business 
through  close  application  and  ability  and  is  a 
believer  in  effective  advertising. 

The  Anthracite  Conciliation  Board  at  a 
meeting  held  on  Monday  at  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa.,  considered  the  complaint  of  the  Lattimer 
employes  of  Pardee  &  Co.,  that  the  company 
had  changed  the  system  of  payment  for  min¬ 
ing  coal  from  the  yardage  system  to  the  car 
system.  The  claim  being  made  that  the  miners 
earn  less  money  under  the  new  system.  It 
was  decided  that  Superintendent  Drake  should 
be  asked  to  furnish  a  comparative  statement 
of  earnings  under  the  yardage  and  car  systems 
of  payments  in  the  different  chambers. 

Earlier  than  usual  and  with  great  sudden¬ 
ness  came  the  closing  of  navigation  in  the 


upper  Hudson  river  on  December  fourth.  All 
bciats  up  the  river  to  Albany  and  Troy  left 
that  afternoon  for  their  final  trip  to  New 
York.  The  lines  of  smaller  boats  and  barges 
running  from  river  ijoints  and  for  canals  have 
also  suspended  trips.  Zero  temperature  on 
the  third  and  fourth  of  the  month  froze  the 
river  at  Albany  from  shore  to  shore  and  the 
unusually  low  water  hastened  the  closing. 
With  the  exception  of  four  years,  this  is  the 
earliest  closing  since  1900,  when  it  closed  De¬ 
cember  third. 

The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  reports 
that  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month 
and  since  January  first,  this  year,  compared 
with  the  same  period  the  previous  year,  have 
been:  Anthracite,  171,009  tons  and  1,495,720 
tons,  an'  increase  of  0,793  tons  over  last 
month,  but  a  decrease  of  10,547  tons  for  the 
same  month  in  1905,  and  a  decrease  of  298,- 
332  tons  from  last  year  up  to  November  first. 
Bituminous,  182,390  tons  and  2,057,433  tons,  an 
increase  for  the  eleven  months  over  1905,  but 
a  decrease  from  the  corresponding  month  last 
year  of  59,334  tons.  The  receipts  of  provincial 
soft  coal  to  December  first  were  007,290  tons, 
an  increase  of  05,312  tons  over  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  of  1905. 

Thomas  Byrnes,  vice-president  of  the  New 
Haven  road,  who  was  one  of  the  speakers  at 
the  New  Haven  Chamber  of  Commerce  on 
Friday  night  last,  said  in  his  speech  that  the 
New  Haven’s  receipts  this  year  will  exceed 
$90,000,000,  thus  ranking  fifth  among  the  great 
railroad  systems  of  the  country.  He  said: 
“No  doubt  much  of  the  present  feeling  of  hos¬ 
tility  to  railroads  is  the  result  of  years  of  in¬ 
difference  on  the  part  of  officials  and  employes 
toward  the  needs  and  rights  of  the  public,  but 
taken  as  a  whole  the  American  railroad  em¬ 
ploye  is  a  hard-working,  painstaking,  honest 
man.  I  realize  that  there  are  certain  alleged 
reformers  in  the  land  who  make  a  living  by 
asserting  that  corporate  officials  cannot  be 
trusted.  I  regret  to  say  they  seem  to  take 
more  pleasure  in  finding  one  official  a  sinner 
than  in  discovering  that  ninety  and  nine  are 
honest. 

I  speak  with  some  knowledge  when  I  say 
you  are  to  have  adequate  transportation  facili¬ 
ties  at  reasonable  rates,  not  as  a  favor,  but 
as  a  right.  The  question  we  ask  is  not  how 
much  will  the  traffic  stand,  but  how  little  we 
can  take  and  make  both  ends  meet. 

The  pamphlet  report  of  the  Western  Mary- 
laid  railroad,  which  was  issued  on  Friday  of 
last  week,  contains,  besides  a  record  of  the 
operation  of  the  road  last  year,  an  account  of 
its  development  since  the  accpiisition  of  the 
control  of  the  property  by  the  Gould  inter¬ 
ests  in  1902.  The  gross  earnings  for  last  year 
amounted  to  $4,802,094  and  the  net  earnings 
to  $1,096,411.  The  gross  income  was  increased 
by  the  profits  from  the  operation  of  the  road’s 
coal  properties  amounting  to  $720,043,  and  by 
other  income,  amounting  to  $82,071.  The 
Western  Maryland  coal  lands  are  held  by  the 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  in  1902  con¬ 
trolled  110,000  acres.  The  property  known  as 
the  Weaver  operations,  at  Belington,  W.  Va., 
with  railroad  connections  and  extensive  devel¬ 
oped  mines  and  coke  ovens.  The  company 
also  owns  25,000  acres  of  Pittsburg  vein  gas 
coal  in  Marion  county,  the  Fairmont  terri¬ 
tory.  On  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.’s  prop¬ 
erty,  which  is  located  along  the  lines  of  the 
West  Virginia  division  of  the  road,  and  being 
geographically  nearer  to  tidewater  than  any 
other  bituminous  coal  fields,  are  operating 
eighteen  mines  and  572  coke  ovens.  The  com¬ 
pany  proposes  to  begin  at  once  the  develop¬ 
ment  work  on  its  gas  coal  property  and  the 
construction  of  a  large  mining  plant. 

^  W.  W.  Finley,  second  vice-president  of  the 
Southern  railway,  was  chosen  a  week  ago  as 
president  of  the  road  to  succeed  the  late  Sam¬ 
uel  Spencer.  Mr.  Finley  was  elected  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Southern  railway  di¬ 
rectors,  held  in  the  company’s  offices  in  New 


York  city.  Mr.  Finley  has  a  wide  reputation 
in  railroad  circles  as  a  traffic  expert.  Born 
in  1853  at  Pass  Christian,  Miss,  he  has  risen 
from  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  to  his  present 
important  office.  His  more  effective  work  as 
a  traffic  man  began  with  the  Missouri  Pacific 
when  he  spent  two  years  as  assistant  general 
freight  agent,  after  which  he  became  succes¬ 
sively  assistant  general  freight  agent  for  the 
receiver  of  the  Texas  &  Pacific  railroad,  act¬ 
ing  general  freight  agent  of  the  same  road, 
and  general  freight  agent  of  the  Panhandle 
Route.  In  May,  1889,  he  was  appointed  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Transmissouri  Traffic  association 
at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  in  1890  became 
chairman  of  the  Western  Passenger  associa¬ 
tion  at  Chicago.  In  1902  he  resigned  this  po¬ 
sition  to  become  general  traffic  manager  of 
the  Great  Northern  &  Montana  Central  rail¬ 
way.  He  was  chosen  as  a  commissioner  of 
the  Southern  States  Passenger  association  with 
offices  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in  1895.  After  a  brief 
service  he  left  to  become  the  third  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Southern  railway,  remaining  less 
than  a  year.  He  returned  to  the  road  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1896,  to  accept  the  second  vice-presi¬ 
dency,  which  he  has  held  since. 

Consul  D.  W.  Williams  reports  from  Cardiff 
that  the  exports  of  Welsh  patent  fuel  for  1906 
have  already  exceeded  those  for  1905,  and  the 
magnitude  of  the  boom  is  indicated  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statistics:  Cardiff,  Newport,  Swansea, 
and  Port  Talbot  together  e.xported  1,060,617 
tons  for  the  first  nine  monts  of  1906,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  219,997  tons  over  the  same  period 
last  year.  Thus,  1906  promises  to  become  the 
banner  year  in  the  history  of  the  industry. 
This  fuel  is  not  only  regaining  its  hold  in  old 
markets,  but  is  also  winning  new  ones,  a  cargo 
loading  at  Swansea  at  this  writing  for  Guay- 
anilla  bay  in  the  West  Indies.  There  was  a 
large  increase  in  the  e.xports  to  Vera  Cruz 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  the  de¬ 
mand  at  tropical  ports  in  America  and  else¬ 
where  is  growing,  because  the  fuel  is  better 
adapted  for  storing  and  handling  than  the  raw 
coal.  The  first  exports  from  Cardiff  were 
5,167  tons,  made  in  1860,  and  they  have  grown 
steadily,  so  that  the  Welsh  exports  in  1905 
amounted  to  1,095,048  tons,  and  the  entire 
exports  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  1,237,784 
tons,  of  which  twenty-five  per  cent  went  to 
North  and  South  America.  Nine  plants  have 
been  in  operation  for  a  decade  or  more,  and 
the  present  boom  has  led  to  the  establishment 
of  a  new  plant  at  Cardiff  which  proposes  to 
make  a  superior  article,  under  a  patent,  which 
includes  the  use  of  a  gastight  chamber  for  the 
heating  and  intermixing  of  the  ingredients. 
The  dock  charges  consist  of  twenty-four  cents 
for  stowing  and  four  cents  per  ton  for  wharf¬ 
age.  Owing  to  the  superior  quality  of  the 
“smalls”  used,  the  Cardiff  fuel  commands  the 
highest  price.  $3.83  to  $3.89  per  ton.  The  price 
follows  that  of  coal,  and  since  the  best  Cardiff 
coal  touched  $4.14  the  last  week  in  October, 
fuel  will  continue  to  advance.  The  Swansea 
brands  made  from  cheaper  “smalls"  bring 
$3.16  to  $3.22,  and  find  a  larger  sale.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  activity  in  the  industrj-,  the 
profits  at  present  are  smaller  than  they  might 
have  been,  owing  to  old  contracts  and  the 
high  price  of  small  coal.  In  1899  some  of  the 
companies  paid  as  high  as  twelve  and  one-half 
per  cent,  and  one  at  least  paid  ten  per  cent 
each  year  down  to  1905.  With  the  expiration 
of  the  old  contracts  the  profits  will  grow,  for 
the  plants  are  working  to  the  limit  now  and 
the  Italian  state  railways  are  calling  for  ten¬ 
ders  for  250,000  tons  to  be  delivered  from  Oc¬ 
tober  to  March.  The  Welsh  fuel  makers  enjoy 
the  following  advantages  over  all  others,  and 
Americans  in  particular:  They  can  easily  se¬ 
cure  a  large  supply  of  small  coal  that  is  com¬ 
paratively  smokeless;  the  coal  field  on  which 
they  depend  is  largely  within  twenty-five  miles  ' 
of  the  seaboard:  their  plants  are  located  at 
ocean  docks  which  make  a  specialty  of  export¬ 
ing  coal;  they  enjoy  cheap  ocean  freights  to 
all  parts  of  the  world. 
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One  of  the  best  ways  for  a  country  dealer  to 
keep  up-to-date  is  by  attending  the  conventions 
of  the  retail  associations.  There  is  a  meeting 
of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  dealers  at  Mil¬ 
waukee  next  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  and  every 
dealer  in  the  two  states  should  be  in  attendance. 
The  only  excuse  for  remaining  away  from  a 
retail  convention  is  a  death  in  the  family.  Too 
much  business  is  no  excuse.  Get  some  one  to 
take  care  of  your  business  for  a  couple  of  days 
while  you  are  away.  Some  dealers  will  say 
they  simply  can’t  get  “some  one”  to  look  after 
things  and  there  is  no  one  around  the  yard 
they  could  trust.  If  this  is  the  case  then  there 
is  something  wrong  with  your  organization  and 
it  needs  remodeling  right  away.  The  dealer  who 
cannot  leave  his  business  for  a  minute  is  short¬ 
sighted  and  one  of  these  days  he  will  get  into 
trouble.  A  coal  dealer  is  just  as  liable  to  be  sick 
for  a  spell  as  any  other  human  being.  What  is 
going  to  become  of  his  “one  man”  business  if 
its  head  is  lying  on  his  back  for  six  weeks? 
Always  have  somebody  around  the  yard  that 
can  take  the  reins  of  your  business  in  hand  and 
run  it  for  a  short  time  any  way.  You  may  be 
compelled  to  pay  this  “somebody”  a  dollar  or 
two  more,  but  it  is  worth  it  to  know_  you  have 
some  one  that  can  be  depended  on  in  cpe  of 
emergency.  If  you  have  an  employe  of  this  sort 
and  he  strikes  you  for  a  raise  in  salary  occa¬ 
sionally  don’t  let  him  go  when  a  slight  increase 
will  keep  him.  If  he  is  worth  the  raise  give  it 
to  him  for  if  you  don’t  some  one  else  will,  and 
be  glad  of  the  chance  to  do  it.  Dependable 
help  is  harder  to  find  right  now  than  ever  be¬ 
fore  and  assistance  of  this  character  should  not 
be  allowed  to  slip  through  one’s  fingers  if  a  lit¬ 
tle  additional  remuneration  will  keep  them.  It 
is  the  dealer  of  large  caliber  who  secures  the 
best  help  and  he  keeps  them  by  paying  them 
what  they  are  worth. 

Study  Your  Business, 

Small  successes  in  the  retail  coal  business  will 
often  be  made  by  men  of  small  caliber,  and  little 
principle,  just  as  they  are  made  in  other  lines 
by  such  men — largely  through  combinations  of 
circumstances  for  which  they  are  in  no  way  re¬ 
sponsible — sheer  good  luck.  But  the  success  in 
the  retail  coal  business  which  is  really  worth 
while  will  be  made  by  those  who  bring  brains 
to  bear  on  their  business — those  who  study  it  as 
the  great  merchant  studies  his — who  realize  that 
a  good  reputation  is  as  valuable  to  the  coal  dealer 
as  to  any  other  business  man,  and  who  know 
that  something  more  than  an  office  and  a  switch 
track  is  necessary — good  business  management. 
Good  business  management  bears  no  friendly  re¬ 
lation  to  that  “shrewdness”  which  leads  the 
dealer  to  take  unfair  advantage  of  a  customer 
who  is  not  as  well  informed  about  coal  quality 
as  he  might  be.  It  does  not  mean  a  nineteen- 
hundred-pound  ton  or  load  of  Carterville  when 
Hocking  was  ordered  and  paid  for.  It  means  “a 
square  deal,”  honest  values,  full  weight  and  no 
substitution.  Good  business  management — the 
kind  that  builds  a  business  and  a  good  reputa¬ 
tion  at  the  same  time — will  find  advertising  a 
great  aid  in  extending  a  business.  It  may  be 
true  that  “a  satisfied  customer  is  the  best  ad¬ 
vertisement,”  but  the  circulation  of  such  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  is  very  limited,  and  while  he  adver¬ 
tises  you  to  a  dozen  of  your  possible  customers 
a  newspaper  advertisement  or  a  circular  letter 
would  carry  your  message  to  every  possible  cus¬ 
tomer  in  your  locality.  A  newspaper  advertise¬ 
ment  if  it  is  the  right  kind  inserted  in  the 
right  paper,  will  find  and  bring  to  you  customers 
whom  you  might  never  find  otherwise  and  who 
would  probably  drift  to  another  dealer  longer 
established  or  better  known.  If  you  are  a  com¬ 
paratively  new  dealer  in  your  locality  you  can 
overcome  the  age  of  your  competitor  in  a  short 
time  by  a  little  advertising  and  good  business 
management.  Age  is  a  good  thing  if  it  is 


coupled  with  up-to-date  methods  but  if  the  line 
is  drawn  and  there  is  a  conflict  between  age 
and  up-to-date  business  methods  the  former  will 
never  be  declared  victor  in  the  battle. 

Instruct  Your  Customers. 

In  getting  up  advertising  literature  the  dealer 
should  try  and  place  himself  in  the  position  of 
his  customers.  What  a  housewife  wants  to  know 
— at  least  one  of  the  things  she  wants  to  know — 
is  how  to  save  coal.  Nowadays  many  kitchen 
stoves  and  ranges  are  constructed  on  scientific 
principles,  with  the  view  to  the  attainment  of  the 
best  possible  results  from  the  burning  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal.  When  the  severe  cold  weather  comes, 
and,  for  that  matter,  in  all  seasons,  many  per¬ 
sons  try  to  make  more  heat  by  filling  the  stove 
or  range  with  coal  right  up  to  the  lids.  In 
most  stoves  the  best  results  are  obtained  with 
a  bright  fire  that  just  fills  the  fire  box  or  that 
rises  very  little  above  it.  The  fire  should  be 
well  started  and  be  made  to  burn  evenly,  and 
then  it  should  be  fed  with  thin  layers  of  coal, 
spread  with  some  care  so  that  it  will  burn 
readily  and  all  at  the  same  time.  This  way  of 
keeping  up  the  fire  is  less  expensive  than  filling 
the  stove  to  the  top,  for  it  consumes  less  fuel 
and  it  will  make  a  hotter  and  better  fire  and 
better  oven.  You  may  think  it  is  not  a  good 
idea  to  lessen  the  consumption  of  coal  but  it  is 
nevertheless  and  it  will  pay  you  to  look  after  the 
welfare  of  your  customers  in  this  as  in  every 
other  way.  Imagine  the  attention  a  coal  dealer 
would  attract  in  his  community  if  he  would  ad¬ 
vertise  a  method  that  would  save  a  consumer  a 
part  of  his  coal  bill.  Owing  to  the  attacks  of  the 
newspapers  the  coal  dealer  in  most  cases  is 
looked  upon  as  another  Captain  Kidd  who  ought 
to  be  in  jail  instead  of  the  coal  business.  If  a 
dealer  would  advertise  and  tell  householders  how 
they  can  reduce  their  coal  bill  he  would  create 
a  sensation  to  say  the  least  and  this  publicity 
would  eventually  do  him  a  world  of  good. 

Make  Your  Customers  Pay  Promptly. 

One  of  the  great  evils  of  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  is  the  habit  of  carrying  accounts  longer  than 
is  necessary.  Don’t  hesitate  to  ask  for  what  be¬ 
longs  to  you.  The  wholesaler  who  sells  you 
your  coal  goes  after  you  vigorously  if  your  bill 
is  not  paid  when  it  is  due.  Follow  his  example. 
He  is  entitled  to  his  money  and  so  are  you. 
Don’t  anger,  irritate  or  make  enemies  of  your 
debtors  if  you  can  help  it.  “You  can  catch  more 
flies  with  molasses  than  vinegar”  but  if  molasses 
will  not  do  the  work  do  not  hesitate  about  util¬ 
izing  vinegar  if  it  is  necessary  to  secure  a  set¬ 
tlement  of  your  bill.  Commercial  reports  for 
the  past  ten  years  show  that  a  large  percentage 
of  business  failures  have  directly  resulted  from 
the  unlimited  extension  of  credit.  You  can  quote 
this  fact  to  your  slow  paying  customers  as  a  rea¬ 
son  why  you  must  insist  on  having  your  bills 
paid  promptly.  Don’t  be  too  hasty  in  placing  an 
account  in  the  hands  of  an  attorney  for  collec¬ 
tion.  A  great  many  men  are  “just  careless.” 
They  are  able  to  pay  but  they  overlook  their 
accounts.  A  systematic  follow-up  method  should 
be  brought  into  play  with  people  who  “ought 
to  be  good”  but  don’t  pay  promptly.  Don’t  be 
easy  with  rich  delinquents  simply  because  they 
are  wealthy.  A  great  many  dealers  say  that  this 
class  gives  them  the  most  trouble.  If  a  man 
has  plenty  of  money  that  is  all  the  more  reason 
why  he  should  pay  his  coal  bill  when  it  becomes 
due.  Many  wealthy  people  who  stand  high  in 
social  circles  think  because  they  are  “good”  they 
have  the  right  to  let  their  coal  bill  remain  un¬ 
paid  for  a  year  or  more.  No  matter  how  strong 
your  business  organization  may  be,  the  smallest 
loop  hole  in  your  credit  system  may  create  many 
costlv  bad  debts.  The  accounts  you  place  so 
much  confidence  in  today  may  be  the  very  ones 
that  will  cause  the  losses  tomorrow  and  these 
losses  might  be  prevented  if  the  credit  end  of 


your  business  is  what  it  ought  to  be.  Inspect 
your  books  closely  and  systematically  and  by 
doing  this  you  can  keep  slow  pay  accounts 
down  to  a  minimum. 

Giving  Credit  Is  Loaning  Money. 

Few  customers  who  ask  credit  realize  they  are 
borrowing  money.  Neither  does  the  coal  dealer 
appreciate  the  fact  that  he  is  actually  lending 
money  when  he  grants  the  credit  asked  for. 
That  is  the  great  error  of  the  credit  system  and 
is  responsible  for  much  of  the  loss  and  vexation 
which  it  causes.  Should  a  customer  call  on  you 
and  request  the  loan  of  money  you  would  hesi¬ 
tate  ;  yet  a  good  many  dealers  think  giving  coal 
on  credit  is  a  different  proposition.  Coal  and 
money  is  the  same  thing.  That  is  to  say  when¬ 
ever  credit  is  extended  to  a  customer,  it  is  the 
actual  equivalent  of  lending  that  customer  so 
much  money.  Before  a  dealer  would  lend  a 
customer  money,  he  would  speak  of  security,  of 
a  fiifed  time  for  payment,  and  compensation  for 
the  use  of  the  money.  He  would  also  inquire  as 
to  the  ability  of  the  borrower  to  keep  his  con¬ 
tract  and  make  his  payment  as  agreed.  He 
would  not  accept  prosperous  appearance  and  fair 
promises  as  security.  He  would  seek  to  know  if 
his  borrower  was  really  the  man  he  seemed  to 
be.  Let  the  same  individual  ask  for  a  ton  of 
coal  on  credit  and  none  of  the  safeguards  de¬ 
manded  for  the  loan  of  money  are  required.  In 
most  cases  the  coal  is  delivered  and  charged  on 
account  for  an  indefinite  pay  day  for  the  most 
part.  There  is  the  expense  and  time  to  be  spent 
in  collecting  and  many  calls  often  required  to 
secure  payment.  It  is  strange  that  coal  dealers 
will  grant  credit  in  many  instances  where  they 
would  not  lend  money  under  any  circumstances. 
They  go  on  doing  this  with  a  great  many  people 
and  a  certain  percentage  “stick”  them  for  their 
coal  bill.  The  next  time  you  are  asked  for  credit 
look  on  it  as  a  cash  loan  and  if  you  consider  it 
as  such  you  will  not  have  many  accounts  to 
charge  up  to  profit  and  loss  next  year. 

The  Business  Builder. 

V 

The  officials  of  the  Michigan  &  Indiana  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  will  hold  a  meeting  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  with  the  Terre  Haute  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association,  within  a  few  days. 
The  purpose  of  the  meeting  has  not  yet  been 
given  out. 

City  Comptroller  Nolan  of  Evansville,  Ind., 
has  begun  a  systematic  campaign  of  weighing 
all  wagons  used  by  coal  companies  in  delivering 
fuel  to  citizens.  Very  few  shortages  have  been 
found  thus  far,  the  largest  of  which  was  three 
bushels. 

A  retail  coal  yard  has  been  established  at 
Minot,  N.  D.,  by  the  McClure  Coal  Co.  of 
Tasker.  M.  0.  Bee,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  coal  yard  of  Paul  Baukol  for  a  long 
time,  has  been  secured  as  manager  of  the  new 
yard. 

The  Wright  &  MeWhinney  Elevator  Co.  of 
Harlan,  Iowa,  has  erected  a  large  coal  shed  at 
that  city  in  addition  to  its  elevator,  and  will 
handle  all  grades  of  coal  and  wood  this  com¬ 
ing  winter. 

Joseph  Yentes,  retail  coal  dealer  of  Morton, 
Ill.,  has  purchased  a  brick  building  at  that  town 
which  he  will  use  as  an  office  for  his  company. 
The  building  was  purchased  of  L.  Hillis  of  Pe¬ 
oria. 

Clarence  Jennings  and  Arthur  T.  Dunn  of 
Courtland.  N.  Y.,  have  purchased  the  retail  coal 
business  of  S.  N.  Holden  of  that  town.  The 
new  firm  will  be  known  as  Jennings  &  Dunn. 

The  Rolfe  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Rolfe,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000  by  W.  S.  McEwen,  Robert  Bruce  and 
James  Bruce. 
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This  is  the  time  of  the  year  in  the 
coal  industry  as  well  as  in  general  mer¬ 
cantile  lines,  that  the  proprietor  of  the 
establishment  thinks  about  taking  a  sur¬ 
vey  of  his  business  for  the  past  year. 
Among  the  coal  operators  who  are  lo¬ 
cated  in  Pittsburg  proper  and  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  what  is  known  as  the  Pittsburg 
district,  this  form  of  work  is  prominent 
before  them  at  the  present  time.  A  call 
among  a  number  of  prominent  coal  and 
coke  producers  elicits  the  response  that, 
“We  are  exceedingly  busy  summing  up 
our  efforts  for  the  past  year  and  en¬ 
deavoring  to  find  out  how  we  stand.” 
In  addition  to  the  above  the  sentiment 
that  exists  and  a  summary  of  the  in¬ 
formation  obtained  leads  us  to  say  that 
the  past  year  has  been  an  exceedingly 
prosperous  one  in  the  coal  and  coke 
trade,  as  has  been  stated  at  different 
times  from  your  correspondent.  The 
Pittsburg  district  operators  have  been 
limited  in  the  amount  of  business  that 
they  were  enabled  to  do  largely  by  the 
supply  of  cars  furnished  them  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  railroads  to  carry  their  product  to 
the  various  markets. 

At  the  present  time  the  demand  for 
both  coal  and  coke  is  considerably  above 
the  normal  supply.  The  car  situation  is 
about  the  same  as  it  has  been  for  the 
past  decade,  but  there  is  every  reason  to 
expect  that  the  year  1907  will  see  a  de¬ 
cided  improvement  along  these  lines. 
This  has  been  not  only  the  bone  of  con¬ 
tention  but  the  crying  evil  of  the  trade 
for  the  past  year,  and  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  have  shown  that  they  are  alive  to 
the  situation  and  have  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  relieve  the  congested  situation 
of  affairs,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
prophesy  that  all  persons  interested  in 
the  twin  trades  will  receive  better  ac¬ 
commodations  in  the  future  than  has  at¬ 
tended  them  in  the  pa^t. 

Future  of  Coke  Trade. 

The  most  interesting  phase  of  the  fuel 
business  in  the  Pittsburg  district  today 
is  the  coke  trade.  Never  has  there  been 
such  an  interest  manifested  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coke  as  is  shown  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  By  reference  to  the  news  col¬ 
umns  in  this  accompanying  letter  it  will 
be  seen  that  various  new  projects  are  on 
foot  for  the  increase  in  production  of  old 
established  plants  and  for  the  large  addi¬ 
tion  of  new  ovens.  It  has  been  many 
years  since  the  high  price  of  coke  has 
been  sustained  for  so  long  a  time  as  has 
existed  during  the  year  1906,  especially 
the  latter  half  of  the  year.  The  outlook 
for  the  winter  months  and  the  distant 
future  following  is  that  not  only  the 
present  prevailing  prices  will  be  sustain¬ 
ed,  but  as  has  been  stated  elsewhere  in 
this  letter  it  is  possible  that  a  much 
higher  price  will  be  necessary  to  ask  for 
both  furnace  and  foundry  coke. 

In  addition  to  the  present  interesting 
and  profitable  state  of  the  coke  industry 
at  the  present  time,  it  is  interesting  to 
note  the  advancements  that  have  been 
made  and  the  improvements  that  are 
now  in  process  of  construction  amongst 
tht  various  coke  producing  concerns  in 
the  Connellsville  district,  all  of  which 
tend  toward  the  saving  of  labor  in  the 
production  of  coke  and  the  elimination 
of  old  time  and  slow  methods  for  the 
drawing  of  the  product  from  the  old- 
fashioned  ovens. 

It  is  prophesied  that  a  new  era  is 
dawning  for  the  manufacture  of  coke  in 
the  Connellsville  and  contiguous  terri¬ 
tories,  and  that  in  the  near  future  the 
operators  producing  this  valuable  fuel 
will  be  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  ex¬ 


traordinary  demand  that  has  been  made 
upon  them  during  the  past  year. 

Much  interest  centers  in  the  city  re¬ 
garding  the  series  of  meetings  which 
will  be  held  on  the  eighteenth,  nineteenth 
and  twentieth  of  the  month  of  the  Coal 
Mining  Institute  of  America.  This  or¬ 
ganization,  as  is  well  known,  is  a  na¬ 
tional  one  and  draws  together  at  its  an¬ 
nual  gatherings  a  representative  body  of 
men  who  are  not  only  thoroughly  post¬ 
ed,  but  intensely  practical  in  all  matters 
concerning  the  mining  of  coal.  A  detailed 
list  of  the  papers  to  be  read  at  this 
meeting  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this 
letter. 

_  An  important  meeting  was  held  in  the 
city  this  week  of  the  freight  traffic  man¬ 
agers  of  the  various  railroads  centering 
into  the  city,  who  were  called  together 
to  debate  upon  matters  concerning  the 
handling  of  the  heavy  tonnage  which 
goes  out  of  the  Pittsburg  district.  The 
principal  topic  of  discussion  was  the  car 
shortage  as  related  to  shipments  of  coal 
and  coke,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that 
these  gentlemen  who  are  authorized  to 
act  for  their  various  railroads,  took  de¬ 
cided  action  regarding  the  adjustments 
of  methods  of  weighing  coal  and  other 
points  of  interest  to  the  coal  producer. 

Prices  Stationary. 

The  demand  for  both  coal  and  coke 
continues  unabated.  Prices  are  but  lit¬ 
tle  changtd  from  the  quotations  of  last 
week.  The  tendency  is  toward  a  weak¬ 
er  market  than  that  which  ruled  one 
week  ago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  selling 
for  $1.40@1.55  per  ton.  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  Three-quarters  inch  is  quoted  at 
$1.55@1.65  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Lump  coal  is  bringing  $1.70@1.80  per 
ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack  holds  its 
own  at  last  week’s  prices  of  95c@$l  per 
ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

At  such  a  time  as  this  when  all  kinds 
of  reports  are  abroad  regarding  the  mar¬ 
velous  demand  for  coke,  it  is  well  to  be 
conservative  in  the  quotation  of  prices 
for  this  valuable  product. 

Although  the  demand  for  coke  con¬ 
tinues  heavy  and  although,  as  has  been 
stated  elsewhere,  every  small  independ¬ 
ent  producer  occupies  a  place  of  promi¬ 
nence  and  his  product  is  almost  eagerly 
sought  after,  yet  it  is  well  to_  sound  a 
note  of  warning  and  say  that  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  inflate  the  prices  of  this  fuel. 
Furnace  grade  of  coke  is  selling  today 
here  for  $3.10@3.25  per  ton,_  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens ;  future  orders  are  being  book¬ 
ed  weekly  at  prices  considerably  less 
than  these  quotations.  Foundry  coke 
continues  in  heavy  demand  and  selected 
shipments  are  bringing  $4.05@4.15 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  Sales  are  re¬ 
ported  to  us  of  foundry  grade  at  a  shade 
less,  though  they  may  not  be  first  quality 
of  stuff. 

There  is  no  change  to  report  in  the 
retail  trade  of  either  coal  or  coke.  Prices 
given  in  detail  some  weeks  ago  still  pre¬ 
vail,  yet  it  is  possible  that  a  new  schedule 
of  rates  may  be  put  in  force  by  the  retail 
dealers  in  the  near  future.  The  general 
outlook  for  the  trade  is  bright  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  will 
be  any  cessation  of  demand  during  the 
winter  months.  The  stoppage  of  ship¬ 
ments  by  lake  may  have  some  influence 
upon  the  trade  here,  but  the  demand  has 
been  so  strong  that  it  is  not  anticipated 
that  there  will  be  any  or  at  least  much 
fluctuation  in  prices  on  this  account. 

"general  and  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

E.  K.  Seeman,  formerly  manager  for 
the  Union  Supply  Co.,  at  New  Salem, 
Pa.,  has  resigned  to  accept  a  similar  po¬ 
sition  with  the  Thompson-Connellsville 


Coke  Co.,  in  the  south  end  of  the  coun¬ 
ty.  The  latter  company  is  building  four 
hundred  ovens. 

While  going  downstream  the  Ben  Hur 
hit  the  tow  of  the  Tom  Rees,  No.  2,  be¬ 
low  dam  No.  2,  on  the  Ohio  river,  sink¬ 
ing  one  of  the  barges  of  the  tow  and 
smashing  the  guard  rail  and  otherwise 
damaging  the  packet.  The  United  States 
inspectors  will  investigate. 

The  Plumer  Coke  Co.,  Connellsville, 
is  going  to  add  ten  new  ovens  to  its 
plant  of  sixty  ovens,  located  near  Leck- 
rone,  which  were  built  last  spring.  The 
company  owns  fifty  acres  of  Pittsburg 
coal  in  that  section.  The  company  is 
composed  of  A.  P.  Austin,  Theodore 
Bliss  and  John  Gilmore. 

A  deal  for  the  purchase  of  twenty-five 
hundred  acres  of  Preston  county.  West 
Virginia,  coal  was  completed  by  Luc? 
Brothers  of  this  city  today,  W.  W.  Luce 
&  Co.,  of  Bellevernon,  and  J.  L.  Luce,  of 
Perryopolis,  buying  the  tract  from  Mon- 
essen  and  Bellevernon  capitalists.  The 
price  paid  was  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

The  Dilworth  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg. 
Pa.,  has  announced  that  it  shortly  will 
begin  the  construction  at  Rice’s  Landing 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty  coke  ovens, 
which  will  be  the  first  in  Greene  county, 
and  will  cost  about  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  Over  one  hundred  com¬ 
pany  houses  will  be  torn  down  and  new 
ones  erected. 

The  Indian  Creek  Valley  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  is  said  to 
be  accepting  options  as  rapidly  as  pos¬ 
sible  on  ten  thousand  acres  of  coal  land 
in  Springfield  and  Saltlick  townships. 
The  vein  of  coal  beneath  this  land  is  not 
very  thick,  but  it  is  said  to  possess  ex¬ 
cellent  coking  qualities.  Several  deeds 
for  this  land  have  been  filed,  and  others 
will  follow  within  a  short  time. 

Another  complaint  is  tjiat  a  railroad 
having  empty  cars  on  its  hands  at  term¬ 
inals  and  unloaded,  tries  to  get  loads  for 
them  at  the  same  terminals  rather  than 
move  them  empty  to  other  terminals 
where  they  are  needed.  This  extra 
movement  of  empties  increases  the  cost 
to  the  railroad  without  earning  them 
anything.  The  practice  is  particularly 
notable  among  the  smaller  roads  and  in 
outlying  points. 

Four  dollar  coke  and  thirty  dollar  pig 
iron  is  not  an  impossibility  within  the 
next  year,  according  to  reports  heard 
this  week.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of 
coke  in  the  market  and  prices  have  been 
on  an  upward  trend  for  some  time  past. 
The  current  market  price  is  $3.35  a  ton 
and  coke  is  very  hard  to  get  at  that  fig¬ 
ure.  Yet,  if  reports  are  true,  the  price 
will  go  up  a  great  deal  higher  before 
many  weeks  have  passed. 

A  contract  has  been  awarded  by  the 
Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  to  the  Monongahela 
Saw  &  Planing  Mill  Co.,  to  build  a  gi¬ 
gantic  power  house  for  the  Crescent 
Vigilant  mines,  just  beyond  Hoods 
Hollow.  The  structure  will  be  one  hun¬ 
dred  feet  square,  with  concrete  founda¬ 
tion,  brick  side  walls  and  steel  trusses  to 
hold  the  roof.  The  structure  will  be 
complete  and  modern  in  every  respect 
and  will  cost  $20,000  to  erect. 

Proposed  developments  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county  will  involve  much  labor 
and  capital.  The  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road  has  a  force  of  one  thousand 
men  at  work  on  branches  to  its  main 
line.  Shafts  are  being  sunk  at  various 
points  and  mining  towns  are  spring¬ 
ing  up.  Many  coke  ovens  will  be  built 
in  the  near  future,  and  the  outlook  is 
for  a  great  development  in  the  coal 
and  coke  industry  in  the  county. 

That  West  Virginia  coal  land  is  in¬ 
creasing  in  value  is  demonstrated  in  the 
recent  sale  consummated  between  Jas¬ 
per  Augustine,  L.  E.  Lynn  and  J.  T. 
Robinson  of  Uniontown  and  R.  T.  Cun¬ 
ningham  of  Fairmont  for  eight  hundred 
acres  of  coal  near  Clarksburg  at  one 
hundred  dollars  an  acre.  This  land  was 
purchased  a  few  years  ago  by  Union- 
town  capitalists  at  ten  dollars  an  acre 
and  is  part  of  an  extensive  field  of  two 
thousand  acres. 

A  long  and  important  list  of  papers  is 
being  planned  for  the  winter  meeting  of 
the  Coal  Mining  Institute  of  America, 
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to  be  held  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and 
Thursday  of  next  week  at  the  court 
house.  President  Fred  C.  Keighley  has 
completed  the  program,  which  provides 
for  both  morning  and  afternoon  ses¬ 
sions.  During  the  meeting  the  commit¬ 
tee  appointed  to  take  up  the  revision  of 
the  Pennsylvania*  laws  relating  to  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  mining  will  make  a  report 

For  the  purpose  of  removing  a  cloud 
from  the  title  to  land  in  Somerset 
county  an  opinion  has  been  handed 
down  by  Judge  R.  W.  Archbald  in  the 
suit  of  the  Wilmore  Coal  Co.  against 
J.  Wilcox  Brown  and  the  New  Amster¬ 
dam  Coal  Co.  The  decree  of  the  court 
was  drawn  in  behalf  of  the  plaintiff, 
and  decrees  that  the  invalid  deeds  held 
by  the  defendants  be  delivered  up  and 
cancelled.  About  thirty-two  thousand 
acres  of  coal  land  was  involved  in  the 
dispute. 

The  Monongahela  Coal  Co.  today  filed 
suit  in  the  United  States  court,  attack¬ 
ing  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  gauging  of  coal  barges 
brought  to  southern  ports  from  Pitts¬ 
burg.  The  company  claims  that  it  has 
been  paying  out  between  eight  and  ten 
thousand  dollars  a  year  in  inspection 
fees,  and  it  seeks  to  get  rid  of  this  bur¬ 
den.  The  petition  asks  the  court  to  de¬ 
clare  the  Louisiana  law  void  on  the 
ground  that  it  violates  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

^  The  river  coal  shippers  seem  to  be 
“hoping  against  hope”  Jor  a  shipping 
stage  in  the  rivers.  The  rains  of  the 
last  few  days  have  made  no  apparent 
effect  on  the  stage  of  water,  and  the 
prospect  is  for  no  additional  rain  for 
some  days  to  come.  The  majority  of 
the  steamers  have  got  back  home,  and 
are  being  put  in  shipshape  for  service. 
The  call  may  come  at  any  moment, 
and  the  river  coal  man  has  learned 
that  the  only  attitude  for  them  to  as¬ 
sume  is  one  of  being  “always  ready.” 

An  additional  cargo  of  coal  was  sent 
south  over  the  river  route  this  week.  A 
total  shipment  estimating  nearly  ten 
million  bushels  was  sent  out.  The  Peo¬ 
ples  Coal  Co.,  the  A.  R.  Budd  Co.,  the 
United  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Monongahela 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  were  the 
principal  shippers.  The  steamers  and 
barges  from  the  last  record-breaking 
shipment  are  beginning  to  return  to  the. 
Pittsburg  harbor  and  already  are  busy 
making  preparations  for  a  future  ship- 
rnent,  which  is  expected  to  occur  some 
time  during  January,  1907. 

The  immediate  influence  of  the  closing 
of  the  lake  movement  of  coal  has  been 
to  cause  a  more  free  rail  market.  The 
coal  prices  which  have  been  lirm  all 
sumrner  at  about  $1.15  for  run-cf-mine, 
at  mine,  have  shown  signs  of  weakness 
because  the  lake  mines  have  been  natur¬ 
ally  turned  into  the  rail  trade  and  have 
enormously  increased  the  tonnage  for  the 
open  market  However,  coal  men  say 
the  effect  of  this  change  has  not  been 
so  severe  as  it  was  a  year  ago  and  it  is 
not  expected  to  show  in  the  end  so 
seriously  for  the  general  coal  trade. 

A  lively  contest  is  on  for  offices  among 
the  Pittsburg  District  United  Mine 
Workers.  Francis  Feehan,  who  attained 
the  presidency  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  year  after  a  bitter  contest  with 
Patrick  Dolan,  who  had  held  the  posi¬ 
tion  unchallenged  for  years,  is  confront¬ 
ed  with  a  rival,  James  Buchan.  Wilson 
Connors  wants  to  succeed  Vice-President 
James  Clark,  who  in  turn  ousted  Uriah 
Bellingham,  also  for  years  an  official  of 
District  5.  In  addition  to  these  promi¬ 
nent  officials  there  is  considerable  oppo¬ 
sition  among  the  minor  officers  up  for 
election. 

Application  has  been  made  in  the  com¬ 
mon  pleas  court  by  stockholders  of  C 
Jutte  &  Co.,  for  a  receiver  on  the  al¬ 
leged  grounds  that  J.  W.  Friend  and 
F.  N.  Hoffstott,  the  largest  stockholders 
of  the  company,  are  trying  to  wreck  the 
firm  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  The  stockholders  asking  for 
the  receivership  are  Louis  A.  Jung,  J.  K. 
Gilchrist,  H.  Gilchrist,  J.  Q.  Gilchrist,  M. 
Gilchrist  and  M.  A.  Gilchrist,  all  of 
whom  allege  a  number  of  irregularities. 
The  plaintiffs  own  stock  to  the  amount 


37 


.  34] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


$210,000,  but  claim  Friend  and  Hofif- 
;t  own  enough  to  control  and  donii- 
e  the  affairs  of  the  firm,  which  con- 
s  2,400  acres  of  undeveloped  coal 
Js  and  has  outstanding  bonds  to  the 
Dunt  of  $1,600,000. 

'he  most  startling  feature  to  the  in- 
lendent  furnace  men  is  the  report  that 
Frick  Co.  has  been  awake  to  the 
sibility  of  the  scarcity  of  coke  for 
le  time  and  has  had  its  agents  at 
rk  among  the  independent  producers, 
a  result  it  is  alleged  this  company 
contracted  for  the  entire  output  of 
rly  all  the  independent  coke  producers 
the  next  two  years  so  as  to  insure 
lupply  of  coke  for  the  United  States 
el  Corporation  and  prevent  the  fur- 
es  of  the  trust  from  being  shut  down 
account  of  any  possibility  of  scarcity 
coke. 

substantial  increase  in  net  earnings 
-ing  the  first  ten  months  of  this  year 
shown  in  the  report  issued  by  the 
tsburgh  Coal  Co.,  and  its  subsidiary 
npanies,  exclusive  of  the  Mononga- 
a  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
e  gross  earnings  of  the  Pittsburgh 
.  and  its  constituent  concerns  during 
;  first  ten  months  of  this  year  repre.- 
ited  $4,216,853,  an  increase  of  $1,566,- 
!,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
•iod  last  year.  The  net  earnings  dur- 
•  the  first  ten  months  of  this  year  ag- 
;gated  $1,640,459,  an  increase  of  $891,- 
l,  compared  with  the  corresponding 
•iod  in  1905. 

Fhe  winter  meeting'  of  the  Coal  Min- 
;  Institute  of  America  will  be  held  in 
:  court  house,  Pittsburg,  Tuesday, 
ednesday  and  Thursday  of  next  -week. 


Fred  C.  Keighley,  president  of  the  in¬ 
stitute,  has  completed  the  program  for 
the  winter  meeting,  copies  of  which 
have  been  mailed  to  the  members.  The 
committee  appointed  to  take  up  the.qu^- 
tion  of  the  revision  of  the  present  bitu¬ 
minous  law  of  Pennsylvania,  will  make 
a  report  during  one  of  the  days  of  this 
winter  meeting,  therefore  a  full  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  members  of  the  institute  is 
particularly  requested.  The  program  is 
as  follows:  December  18,  9  a.,  m. — 
President’s  address,  Fred  C.  Keighley; 
business  matters  of  the  institute;  1:30  p. 
m.,  paper,  “The  Work  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Fuel  Testing  Plant  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,”  Dr.  J.  A.  Holmes,  fuel  testing  ex¬ 
pert  in  charge;  paper,  “An  Entirely  New 
System  of  Mining,”  H.  S.  Gay,  Logan 
Court  House,  W.  Va. ;  paper,  “Does  it 
Pay  to  Design  and  Develop  Coal  Mines 
for  Very  Large  Outputs?”  Fred  C. 
Keighley.  December  19,  9  :30  a.  m. — 
Paper,  “Coke  Oven  Materials,”  J.  M. 
McKinley;  “The  Development  of  the 
Freeport  Coals  in  Preston  County,  West 
Virginia,  and  Their  Adaptability  for  the 
Production  of  High  Grade  Foundry  and 
Furnace  Coke,”  J.  B.  Hanford.  1 :30 
p  rn. — Paper,  “Gases  Found  in  Mines, 
Superintendent  William  Leckie,  Poca¬ 
hontas,  W.  Va. ;  paper,  “The  Value  of 
the  Knowledge  of  Foreign  Languages  to 
a  Mine  Manager  of  Today,”  Charlton 
Dixon;  paper,  “Statistics,”  E.  W.  Pat^" 
er,  statistician  United  States  geological 
survey.  December  20,  9  :30  a.  m. — Paper, 
“Suggestions  as  to  What  Aids  Should 
Be  Allowed  the  Candidates  Appearing 
Before  the  Examining  Boards  of  the 
Various  Coal  Mining  Districts  of  the 
States,”  H.  H.  Stoek;  paper,  “Sugges- 
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tions  as  to  the  Removal  of  Pillars  Left 
Courses,  etc.,  with  a  View  of  Extract¬ 
ing  the  Full  Tonnage  of  Coal,”  William 
Hardy;  paper,  “Recent  Developments  in 
the  Way  of  Coal  Mining  and  Coke  Mak¬ 
ing  in  the  Ligonier  Valley,”  Thomas  W. 
Keighley.  December  20,  1 :30  p.  m. — 
Paper,  “A  New  Method  of  Platting  Coal 
Sections  and  Arrangements  of  Conven¬ 
tional  Terms,”  E.  E.  Lewellen.  Papers, 
titles  of  which  will  be  announced  at  the 
first  day’s  session,  by  J.  L.  Dixon,  L.  L. 
Logan  and  W.  L.  Aff elder.  Subjects  for 
general  discussion :  “Mining  and  Blast¬ 
ing  at  Night,”  “Ventilation  Judiciously 
Applied,”  “A  Continuous  Coal  Cutting 
Machine,”  “Mechanical  Conveyors  as 
Applied  to  Long  Wall  Mining,”  “Coal 
Mining  and  Loading  Machines  Com¬ 
bined.” 


NEW  e^nd  RELAYING 
12  to  100  lb.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty . 

1.  B.  Foster  Co.,  pMSib"','!: 


RAILS  FOR  SALE. 

100  tons  of  70  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

200  tons  of  65  lb.  relaying  steel  "T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

900  tons  of  60  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

300  tons  of  58  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars. 

All  sizes  of  new  rails  in  stock  at  our  yard. 
Write  or  wire  us  for  prices. 

Iron  City  Steel  Company 
1210  Bessemer  Bldg.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


R  A  I  Xv  » 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 

Prick  Building.  PITTSBURGH,  PA. 


Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co. 

Frick  Annex  PITTSBTJEG,  PA. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

OF 

Youghlogheny  Gas 
Panhandle 
Pittsburg  No.  8 

AND  ALL  GRADES  OF 

GONNELLSYILLE  and  W.YA.  COKE 


THE  COMING 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day ,  of  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OVR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 

CUMBERLAND  COAL  Co. 

LAND  TITLE  BLDG.  911  BESSEMER  BLDG. 

PHILADELPHIA.  PA.  PITTSBURG.  PA. 


G.  C.  BOWMAN  ANTHRACITE  -  COKE  —  BITUMINOUS 

(SOLE  SHIPPER) 

"RELIANCE”  “LOPEZ” 

“Buck  Mountain”  Mine  Agent  “Perfection”  Smithing 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Beet”  Gas 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak”  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grade.  Bltnminons 

Connelleville,  Latrobe,  Gallitzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P .  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.. 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
3ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre« 
donla.N.  Y..are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  sbipmenta  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonla.  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 


Mention  THE  BL4CK  DIAMOND  when  Writing  Advertisers 


fXT\T\ek  dSte 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


RAilirocAd  •  Co. 


SCR^IV'rOlV  CO^X-f 

S.  O.  SCHEMVOJK,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department:  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  in  West  Virginia, 

A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 
each  invoice  from  this  office. 


C.  L.  DERINC, 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 
1000*10  Old  Colony 


When  you  boy  "SCRANTON” 
be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 
D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Columbus,  Ohio,  Dec.  12. — (Special 
Correspondence.) — Enough  low  temper¬ 
ature  has  been  mixed  in  witli  the  fitful 
weather  conditions  of  the  past  week  to 
serve  as  ballast  to  a  market  that  showed 
a  tendency  to  unsteadiness.  The  domes¬ 
tic  trade  has  held  its  own  in  point  of 
strength,  but  not  much  gain  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  until  there  is  a  more  practical 
demonstration  of  the  theory  that  this 
is  not  going  to  be  an  open  winter. 

One  of  the  large  companies  reports 
that  it  is  selling  all  the  lump  it  can 
spare  from  contract  trade  at  the  circu¬ 
lar  price  of  $2,  and  is  turning  down 
jobbers’  orders  at  $1.90.  Statement's 
showing  a  continued  healthy  feeling 
come  from  other  operators,  but  this 
sort  of  expression  is  not  universal. 
Everybody  is  doing  more  or  less  hust¬ 
ling  for  business,  and  no  orders  at  reg¬ 
ular  prices  are  going  begging.  Job¬ 
bers  and  mine-owners  who  depend  upon 
current  demand  are  having  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  encouraging  country  dealers  to 
further  increase  their  stocks,  in  the  face 
of  a  laggard  buying  on  the  part  of  con¬ 
sumers.  There  is  little  indication,  how¬ 
ever,  of  cutting  prices,  and  on  the  whole 
the  market  is  standing  up  well  under 
adverse  weather  conditions. 

Higher  Prices  Still  Possible. 

The  outlook  for  the  winter  is  hope¬ 
ful,  rather  than  otherwise,  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  most  coal  men  that  within 
the  next  month  the  market  will  not  only 
tighten  up,  but  that  prices  will  go  high¬ 
er.  They  pin  their  faith  to  reports  of 
low  stocks  which  come  from  all  sec¬ 
tions.  The  fact  that  prices  are  being 
so  well  maintained  is  taken  to  mean 
that  when  the  hour  of  urgent  need  ar¬ 
rives  many  localities  will  be  caught 
short.  There  have  been  a  smaller  num¬ 
ber  of  buyers  in  this  market  within  the 
past  week  or  two  than  at  any  period 
since  September,  but  this  is  regarded 
as  merely  a  lull  before  the  storm  inci¬ 
dent  to  the  cold  wave  that  is  expected 
in  the  near  future. 

Steam  Coals  a  Little  Stronger. 

The  circular  prices  of  $1.66  for  run- 
of-mine  and  $1.10  for  nut,  pea  and  slack 
have  not  been  generally  realized  at  any 
time  since  the  November  advance,  being 
recognized  as  disproportionately  high. 
These  coals  have,  however,  commanded 
a  profitable  figure  all  during  the  season, 
in  some  instances  reaching  the  actual 
quotation  and  even  commanding  at 
times  small  premiums  on  best  grades 
for  prompt  delivery.  The  market  is 
conceded  to  be  a  shade  stronger  just 
now  than  for  several  weeks. 

Large  consumers  of  slack  whose  fur¬ 
nace  equipment  confines  them  to  this 
class  of  coal  are  reported  as  gladly  tak¬ 
ing  all  that  is  offered  them  at  prices 
in  advance  of  what  they  were  willing 
to  pay  a  short  while  ago.  Decreased 
production  of  coal  as  a  result  of  the 
car  shortage  has  limited  the  available 
supply  of  slack  on  the  market.  A  very 
large  per  cent  of  it  goes  to  contract 
business.  In  the  event  of  snow  block¬ 
ades  or  other  hindrance  to  transporta¬ 
tions  many  consumers  who  have  not 
been  forehanded  would  be  caught  short. 

New  yearly  contract  business  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  highly  satisfactory  from 
the  standpoint  of  demand,  but  there  is  a 
tendency  on  the  part  of  operators  not 
to  be  too  free  in  taking  on  this  kind  of 
trade,  in  the  belief  that  they  will  fare 
better  to  depend  upon  the  open  market. 
A  shortage  of  Pocahontas  in  the  east 
and  in  the  Carolinas  which  has  brought 
about  a  recent  advance  in  the  locali¬ 
ties  named,  both  on  run-of-mine  and 
on  lump,  has  caused  a  prominent  local 
concern  operating  in  the  Pocahontas 


field  to  turn  down  all  western  contract 
business.  Eastern  shortage  on  all  West 
Virginia  steam  coals  is  having  a  favor¬ 
able  influence  upon  the  Hocking  Valley 
trade. 

Cars  More  Plentiful. 

The  car  situation  appears  to  be  some¬ 
what  easier.  On  Monday  last  one  of 
the  big  companies  received  491  cars, 
amounting  to  about  sixty  per  cent  of 
its  allotment,  and  it  was  expected  that 
the  average  for  the  week  would  not  fall 
below  fifty  per  cent.  This  is  the  best 
supply  reported  for  a  long  period.  Sev¬ 
eral  causes  are  contributing  to  the  bet¬ 
ter  service  now  being  realized. 

It  is  felt  that  the  new  per  diem  rate 
is  doing  considerable  good.  The  agita¬ 
tion  of  the  car  shortage  question  now 
going  on  all  over  the  country,  with 
threats  of  government  interference,  has 
stimulated  the  railroads  to  renewed  ef¬ 
forts.  Another  factor  has  been  the 
close  of  lake  navigation,  which  always 
releases  a  large  number  of  cars  for  reg¬ 
ular  service.  Less  was  expected  from 
this  source  at  the  present  time,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  great  number  of  non-air 
cars  being  used  in  the  lake  trade,  and 
which  are  not  available  for  shipment 
past  junction  points.  Good  weather  has 
allowed  no  offset,  in  the  form  of  ham¬ 
pered  transportation,  to  advantages 
gained  in  other  ways. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL 
NOTES. 

W.  C.  Clark,  of  Detroit,  was  among 
the  week’s  callers. 

D.  H.  Shank,  of  Shank  Bros.,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  was  in  town  early  in  the  week. 

Dr.  Davis,  of  Davis  Bros.  Coal  Co., 
Shawnee,  Ohio,  was  among  the  week’s 
visitors. 

John  H.  Winder,  president  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  was  in  New  York 
this  week. 

Geo.  H.  Krudop,  a  prominent  retail 
dealer  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  was  a  recent 
visitor  here. 

C.  H.  Jones,  of  the  Central  Fuel  & 
Mining  Co.,  Indianapolis,  paid  Colum¬ 
bus-  a  visit  this  week. 

G.  N.  Isaacs  and  J.  H.  Waters,  of  the 
W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  are  in  West 
Virginia,  in  the  interests  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Hocking  Valley  system,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  three  prominent  coal  roads  of 
this  territory,  has  declared  an  embargo 
against  the  Big  Four  Railway. 

C.  S.  M.  Krumm  has  been  made  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Minshall  Coal  Mining  Co., 
to  succeed  F.  G.  Hatton,  who  has  re¬ 
cently  taken  a  railroad  position  in  the 
south. 

The  suit  of  the  Columbus  &  Hocking 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  against  S.  A.  McMan- 
igal  for  a  share  of  the  profits  in  certain 
coal  mining  transactions,  which  was 
brought  about  a  year  ago,  is  being  heard 
this  week  in  the  common  pleas  court. 

J.  W.  Redman,  of  Toledo,  commer¬ 
cial  agent  for  the  Pere  Marquette,  and 
Eugene  Dahl,  traveling  freight  agent  of 
the  Grand  Trunk,  have  been  calling 
upon  local  operators  in  the  interest  of 
shipments  to  the  northwest  and  Canadi¬ 
an  points. 

Michael  Gallagher,  a  Mount  Pleasant 
coal  broker,  was  in  Cleveland  recently 
to  close  the  sale  of  the  Glenn  Run  coal 
property  in  Belmont  county.  The  prop¬ 
erty  consists  of  7,000  acres  and  the  sale 
price  is  $1,150,000.  M.  A.  Hanna  & 
Co.  of  Cleveland  are  the  purchasers. 

The  Edwards  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
the  retail  yards  of  the  Staffer  Coal  Co., 
located  on  Mt.  Vernon  avenue.  The 
former  owner  of  the  yards,  Robert 


Staffer,  will  give  his  entire  attention  to 
the  wholesale  business.  Everett  Ed¬ 
wards  will  remain  with  him  as  general 
manager. 

'1  he  Jeffrey  Company,  of  this  city, 
manufacturers  of  mining  machinery, 
have  established  a  branch  factory  at 
Montreal,  Canada.  The  company  has 
agencies  in  various  parts  of  Europe, 
.'Vsia  and  South  America.  B.  W.  Mil¬ 
ler,  secretary  of  the  concern,  will  leave 
shortly  on  a  tour  of  the  same. 

In  a  dense  fog  that  suddenly  settled 
after  they  left  Cables  Eddy,  the  tow¬ 
boats  Raymond  Horner  and  G.  W. 
'I'liomas  struck  their  coal  fleets  against 
the  channel  spans  of  the  Pan-handle 
railroad  bridge,  which  have  long  been 
a  menace  to  navigation,  and  ten  barges 
<'md  flats  were  wrecked  and  sunk  and 
125,000  bushels  of  coal  lost. 

In  the  case  of  the  Riverdale  Mining 
Co.,  of  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  composed 
of  John  S.  Jones,  of  the  Jones  &  Adams 
Co.,  Chicago,  and  C.  S.  Evans,  of  Co¬ 
lumbus,  against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railway,  a  verdict  was  returned  for  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  amount  of  $500.  The 
action  was  for  $75,000  damages  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  alleged  failure  of  the  rail¬ 
way  company  to  supply  coal  cars. 

J.  Will  Smith,  of  Pana,  Ill.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  now  in 
the  hands  of  a  receiver,  has  served  no¬ 
tice  upon  the  latter  that  he  will  be 
ready  to  satisfy  his  creditors  and  take 
repossession  of  the  property  as  soon  as 
such  opportunity  is  given  by  the  courts. 
The  receiver,  J.  W.  Blower,  manager 
of  the  Hisylvania  Coal  Co.,  who  will 
soon  file  his  report,  will  show  a  net 
profit  for  the  period  in  which  the  mine 
has  been  in  his  hands. 

Abandoned  mining  territory  in  certain 
localities  of  the  Hocking  valley  is  be¬ 
ing  reopened  wdth  good  results.  The 
most  prominent  instance  is  that  of  the 
Hazleton  tract,  near  New  Straitsville, 
where  work  was  suspended  twenty  years 
ago.  It  was  formerly  one  of  the  best 
known  properties  of  the  valley,  yield¬ 
ing  an  exceptionally  fine  quality  of  coal, 
but  in  accordance  with  the  imperfect 
methods  of  that  period  its  riches  were 
only  partially  exhausted.  Last  week  a 
new  opening  was  made  into  the  seam 
by  the  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  disclosing  a  thickness  of  from  ten 
to  twelve  feet.  Another  opening  will 
be  made  bv  the  same  company  on  the 
Sand  Run  tract,  in  the  same  general 
location.  This  is  looked  upon  as  the 
beginning  of  renewed  operations  in 
much  of  the  abandoned  territory,  not 
because  there  is  not  plenty  of  undevel¬ 
oped  coal  lands  in  the  valley,  but  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that,  with  present- 
day  appliances,  these  partially-worked 
mines  offer  excellent  inducements  in 
the  way  of  profits. 


Car  Shortage? 

Lot  of  30-ton  Hopper  Coal  Cars,  Westg. 
air  brakes,  auto,  coups.  Pass  rigid 
M.  C.  B.  inspection. 

Lot  of  20-ton  Flat  Bottom  Gondolas 
with  2  drops  in  floor.  Piped  for  air 
and  hand  brakes. 

Lot  of  25-ton  Flat  Bottom  Gondolas, 
35  ft.  3  in.  long.  Piped  for  air  and 
hand  brakes. 

Above  will  be  sold  in  lots  to  suit. 
Would  suggest  action  by  wire. 

Locomotives,  cars,  steam  shovels  of 
every  description.  Contractors’  outfits. 
Correspondence  solicited. 

THE  MALES  CO. 

26  Corllandl  St.,  1507  Ut  Nat’l  Bk.  Bldg., 
New  York,  N.  Y.  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


A.  B.  Willson  Jas.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Binns 

Cl)c  Capitol  Coal  $ 
Coke  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas,  Youghiogheny,  Thacker, 
Hocking,  Capitol  Splint  and  West¬ 
moreland  Gas  Coal,  Foundry,  Furnace 
and  Domestic  Coke 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


FNAVID  J.  LEVI, 

CCRTIFICD  PUSLIC 

Accountant 

2366  INDIANA  AVE. 

Phone  Calumet  2116 

CHICAGO 

BURT  R  WYCTB.  President 

A.  ERNEST  WASHBURN,  GenT  Manager 

Kanawha  and  Ohio 
Fuel  Co. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers  of 

COAL  a^nd  COKE 

Kanawha  Split  and  Gas, 

New  River  Smokeless  Coal 

Jackson,  Hocking  and  Plttsbarg  No,  8 
Fnrnace,  Foundry  and 
Crushed  Coke 


405,  406  Hayden  Bldg. 
Columbus.  Ohio 


Mine  31.  - Shsfer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein. 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader: — “Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


SOOT-I-CIDE 

Destroys  Soot,  Cleans  Flues, 
Prevents  Smoke 

Makes  soft  coal  burn  as  cleanly 
as  anthracite.  *  Two  (2)  pound 
pkg.  retails  for  twenty-five  (25) 
cents.  *^50  per  cent  and  the 
friendship  of  every  soft  coal  user 
is  the  profit  for  the  dealer.  Packed 
for  shipment  in  2  and  4  dozen 
cases. 

SOOT-I-CIDE  MFC.  CO. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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The  car  “shortage  problem”  has  been  the  predominant  feature  of  the 
coal  market  for  months.  The  tension  is  so  great  at  present  that 
many  shippers  are  almost  desperate.  The  findings  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  at  Minneapolis,  St.  Louis,  Chicago  and  other 
points,  together  with  the  startling  information  bearing  on  the  situation 
received  in  answer  to  their  recent  circular,  shows  that  the  condition  is 
much  more  serious  than  was  anticipated.  There  is  a  great  shortage  of 
coal  at  inland  points  owing  principally  to  the  fact  that  dock  companies 
influenced  the  railroads  to  ship  the  largest  possible  amount  of  coal  to 
the  dock  points  before  the  close  of  navigation.  Many  cases  of  confisca¬ 
tion  are  reported.  Some  sales  agents  claim  that  the  dernand  for 
domestic  sizes  and  other  grades  of  coal  is  somewhat  accentuated  by  the 
anticipation  of  a  reduction  in  the  supply  during  the  holidays,  when  the 
miners  usually  give  special  attention  to  having  a  good  time.  The 
shortage  of  labor  has  not  affected  the  coal  supply  appreciably  because 
most  of  the  mines  have  not  been  able  to  secure  sufficient  cars  to  take 
care  of  the  coal  which  they  are  now  producing.  Western  mine  operators 
have  been  holding  their  annual  meetings  during  the  past  fortnight,  where 
considerable  interest  was  manifested  in  the  chemical  analysis  of  coal. 
Iowa  operators  claim  that  their  coal  is  only  5.4  per  cent  inferior  to  the 
Illinois  product,  yet  it  sells  for  from  twenty-five  to  forty  per  cent 
less,  which  is  an  injustice.  The  Illinois  operators  passed  a  resolution 
commending  the  work  of  the  state  university  in  its  test  of  Illinois  coals 
and  it  seems  to  be  the  general  consensus  of  opinion  that  the  B.  T.  U. 
system  should  form  a  more  important  basis  for  the  sale  of  all  grades 
of  coal  in  the  future  than  in  the  past.  Eastern  markets  on  the  whole 
are  in  good  condition  this  week  and  prices  are  firm.  Chestnut  anthra¬ 
cite  is  in  strong  demand  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Western  markets 
are  characterized  by  a  falling  off  in  demand  of  Youghiogheny  coal  and  an 
increased  demand  for  screenings.  Smokeless  mine-run  also  has  been  in 
stronger  demand  and  the  mine  price  on  new  business  is  firm  at  $1.50. 

The  Transportation  Situation. 

The  paucity  of  railroad  facilities  has  greatly  affected  all  lines  of 
business,  especially  the  coal  trade.  It  is  the  opinion  of  most  critics 
that  there  is  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  to  move  all  commodities  offered 
for  transportation,  but  the  non-cooperation  of  the  railroads  at  connecting 
points  and  the  snail-like  movement  of  freight  equipment  is  responsible 
for  freight  congestion  and  the  injuries  from  which  shippers  are  suffering. 
A  compilation  of  the  movement  of  371  coal  cars  from  the  New  River 
field  to  Chicago,  a  distance  of  about  six  hundred  miles,  shows  that  the 
average  time  of  transit  was  14.15  days.  Some  of  the  cars  came  through 
in  six  days  and  others  in  fifty-one  days.  The  question  naturally  arises: 
what  were  the  cars  doing  while  loafing  forty-five  days  on  the  way? 
There  are  plenty  of  instances  which  show  that  it  takes  as  long  to 
reconsign  a  car  of  coal  from  the  yards  of  one  railroad  to  another  as  it 
should  take  to  move  the  car  from  the  mining  fields  in  West  Virginia  to 
the  Chicago  market.  Many  conditions  of  this  kind  make  it  look  as  if 
some  of  the  higher  officials  of  the  railroads  were  spending  more  time  in 
stock  manipulation  than  in  developing  an  efficient  service.  They  are 
more  interested  in  seeing  good  reports  of  the  earnings  of  their  road 
in  the  Wall  Street  Journal  than  records  of  the  prompt  shipment  of 
commodities  from  farms,  mines  and  factories. 

Bituminous  Coals  Firm. 

The  prices  on  all  grades  of  bituminous  coals  this  week  are  practi¬ 
cally  the  same  as  reported  in  our  last  issue.  There  is  an  increased 
demand  for  screenings.  Sullivan  county  lump  has  advanced  fifteen 
cents.  The  demand  for  Youghiogheny  steam  coal  in  Western  markets 
however,  has  somewhat  abated  owing  to  the  large  demand  on  the 
part  of  one  of  the  largest  corporations  of  the  country,  which  induced 
large  shipments  of  this  class  of  coal  into  Chicago.  In  some  cases 
Youghiogheny  sold  this  week  as  low  as  fifteen  cents  below  the  circular. 
Hocking  has  also  shown  signs  of  weakness,  but  splint  coals  are  strong 
and  there  is  a  good  demand  for  domestic  sizes.  Smokeless  mine-run  < 
is  in  much  better  demand  than  last  week.  The  demand  for  this  descrip¬ 
tion  of  coal  in  the  east  has  been  greatly  accentuated,  which  has  had  the 
effect  of  raising  the  mine  price  on  new  orders  from  $1.35  to  $1.50.  Car- 
terville  domestic  sizes  are  active  and  the  country  demand  is  greater  than 
last  week.  There  is  a  perceptible  activity  in  the  small  sizes  in  the  east. 
Coke  is  very  strong,  especially  on  all  domestic  sizes.  Cannel  coal  is  very 


short  and  practically  out  of  the  market.  Premiums  are  being  offered 
for  this  product  on  the  part  of  many  dealers,  but  sales  agents  are  not 
in  a  position  to  secure  cannel  coal  for  prompt  shipment  at  any  price. 

Anthracite  Market  Active. 

The  excessive  demand  for  chestnut,  both  in  the  eastern  and  western 
markets  continues  this  week.  The  state  of  the  market  on  stove  and  egg 
coal,  however,  is  firm  and  operators  and  sales  agents  are  able  to  supply 
this  product  in  most  cases  promptly.  All-rail  business  is  active  and  the 
demand  no  doubt  would  be  excessive  if  we  had  experienced  a  severe 
spell  of  cold  weather.  Sales  agents  are  having  great  difficulty  in  filling 
orders  for  rural  points,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  railroads  refuse  to 
permit  their  equipment  to  move  on  foreign  lines.  Box  cars  are  very 
short  at  both  docks  and  mines.  The  large  tonnage  cars  are  also  having 
a  perceptible  effect  on  the  prompt  filling  of  back  orders.  Much  com¬ 
plaint  on  the  part  of  retailers  is  constantly  received  on  account  of 
delayed  shipments.  In  many  cases  dealers  have  made  the  charge  of 
discrimination,  but  investigation  of  these  complaints  shows  that  most 
sales  agents  and  operators  are  filling  all  requisitions  in  the  order  of 
application.  Dealers,  therefore,  who  duplicate  their  orders  are  simply 
delaying  shipments.  Last  summer,  when  the  car  shortage  was  predicted, 
many  retailers  did  not  believe  that  conditions  would  become  serious  and 
therefore  delayed  in  ordering  sufficient  stocks  to  take  care  of  urgent 
demands.  The  time  has  come  when  coal  dealers  must  place  their  orders 
for  coal  early  in  the  season,  like  the  representatives  of  other  industries, 
when  they  can  get  prompt  shipments. 

Eastern  Markets  Firm. 

The  reports  this  week  from  eastern  markets  show  that  prices  are 
practically  the  same  as  last  week  and  most  all  grades  of  coal  are  in  firm 
demand.  Nut  hard  coal  is  very  short  and  the  demand  for  steam  sizes 
is  much  greater  than  the  supply.  Stocks  of  all  grades  of  soft  coal  in 
Buffalo  are  comparatively  low.  There  is  a  large  demand  on  the  Buffalo 
market  for  coal  to  be  shipped  to  Canadian  points.  Baltimore  and  the 
southern  shipping  trade  is  in  good  condition  and  prices  are  on  the  upward 
trend.  All-rail  trade  throughout  the  east  is  active.  The  tonnage  to 
inland  points  is  greater  than  tidewater  shipments.  The  discharge  of 
vessels  at  sound  points  is  very  much  delayed,  owing  to  excessive  car 
shortage.  The  soft  coal  trade  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  shows  signs  of 
a  firm  market,  most  of  the  coal  being  absorbed  as  soon  as  it  comes 
from  the  mines.  The  export  business  is  somewhat  abated,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  vessels  and  the  excessive  demand  for  domestic  consumption. 
Labor  troubles  in  eastern  mining  regions  are  not  perceptibly  affecting 
the  supply  of  coal,  since  there  are  only  enough  cars  to  take  care  of  the 
present  limited  production.  There  is  considerable  discontent  and  com¬ 
plaint  shown  on  the  part  of  retailers  and  dealers  on  account  of  the 
unjust  demurrage  charges  usually  brought  about  through  the  fault  of  the 
railroads  making  prompt  shipments.  The  New  York  harbor  trade  is 
very  active  and  is  taking  most  of  the  coal  received  from  the  mines. 
Prices  are  firm.  Western  Pennsylvania  markets  are  active  and  the  car 
shortage  is  so  intense  that  some  of  the  largest  concerns  in  the  Pittsburg 
field  have  been  compelled  to  close.  However,  the  Pittsburg  tonnage  this 
year  is  much  greater  than  last.  Coke  is  in  very  strong  demand,  which 
also  characterizes  the  condition  for  Pittsburg  mine-run. 

Western  Markets  in  Good  Condition. 

The  chief  interest  in  the  coal  trade  in  western  markets  is  connected 
with  the  recent  investigations  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
relative  to  the  shortage  of  coal  in  the  northwest.  The  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion  has  directed  attention  to  the  inland  business.  Hocking  coal  has 
been  coming  into  the  Chicago  market  freely  for  the  past  week.  This 
is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  a  large  quantity  of  this  product  pre¬ 
dominated  at  the  close  of  navigation  and  operators  therefore  were  in  a 
position  to  ship  much  more  of  the  Ohio  product  than  during  the  past 
few  weeks.  Youghiogheny  coal  has  also  suffered  a  decline,  the  cut  in 
price  in  some  cases  being  fifteen  cents.  The  embargo  against  the  Big 
Four  in  southern  Indiana  continue  and  may  last  for  some  time.  The 
demands  for  all  grades  of  domestic  coke  is  very  strong.  Ohio  river 
points  have  been  receiving  a  large  amount  of  river  coal,  which  has 
greatly  affected  the  markets  along  the  Ohio  river.  The  amount  of 
coal  transported  in  barges  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  navigation. 
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There  is  a  good  demand  for  all  grades  and 
classes  of  western  coals  this  week.  Prices 
have  maintained  practically  the  same  as  last 
week,  with  the  exception  of  an  advance  of 
fifteen  cents  in  Sullivan  county  screenings  and 
a  cut  in  many  instances  of  from  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  on  Youghiogheny  coal.  The  market  is 
more  or  less  sensitive  on  Hocking.  Some 
sales  agents  claim  they  have  not  sold  any  of 
the  Ohio  product  below  circular,  whereas  oth¬ 
ers  hold  that  some  Hocking  has  been  bought 
at  the  mines  as  low  as  $1.75.  Splint  coal  con¬ 
tinues  strong  and  the  domestic  sizes  of  the 
Carterville  product  are  in  good  demand. 
Smokeless  mine-run  is  in  much  shorter  supply 
than  last  week  and  the  demand  has  changed 
from  weak  to  strong  with  many  sales  agents. 
Smokeless  lump  is  also  in  good  demand. 
Youghiogheny  and  Hocking  are  the  weakest 
coals  in  the  market  this  week. 

The  Car  Situation. 

The  supply  of  cars  in  West  Virginia  and 
southern  mining  regions  is  reported  to  be 
worse  than  ever.  Dealers  in  cannel  coal  are 
practically  out  of  the  market.  The  situation 
through  Ohio  is  somewhat  easier  than  last 
week,  and  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  the  number 
of  empties  available  have  not  notably  changed. 
There  is  much  anxiety  shown  by  sales  agents 
relative  to  the  two  dollar  reconsigning  charge 
which  it  is  reported  will  go  into  effect  the 
last  of  this  month  on  the  Illinois  Central  and 
Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois.  It  is  also  stated 
that  the  time  of  free  service  will  be  changed 
from  five  to  three  days.  The  reconsigning 
charge  will  have  the  effect  of  inducing  oper¬ 
ators  to  send  all  possible  orders  to  the  mines, 
which,  of  course,  will  increase  the  time  of  de¬ 
livery.  The  ruling  of  common  carriers  in 
respect  to  not  permitting  equipment  to  go 
over  150  miles  on  foreign  lines  makes  it  al¬ 
most  impossible  in  many  cases  for  sales  agents 
and  operators  to  fill  many  orders  in  the  rural 
districts.  When  a  certain  kind  of  coal  is 
specified  in  a  certain  kind  of  car  by  the  con¬ 
sumer  it  is  often  impossible  to  secure  either 
the  size  of  car  or  the  kind  of  coal  which  can 
be  reconsigned  to  the  purchaser. 

Operators’  Annual  Meetings. 

The  mine  operators  of  both  Illinois  and 
Iowa  have  had  their  regular  annual  meeting. 
At  these  associations  much  interest  was  shown 
in  the  analysis  of  the  coals  of  the  respective 
states.  Iowa  operators  claim  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  tests  show  that  their  coals  are  only  5.4 
per  cent  less  in  heating  qualities  than  Illinois 
coals,  although  the  price  for  which  they  are 
sold  is  from  25  to  40  per  cent  less  than  that 
received  for  the  Illinois  product.  Illinois  op¬ 
erators  manifest  particular  interest  in  the  lab¬ 
oratory  analysis  of  coal  from  many  of  the 
Illinois  mines,  which  have  taken  place  at  the 
University  of  Illinois.  The  report  of  the 
chemists  is  very  interesting  and  valuable  and 
the  Illinois  operators  passed  a  resolution  rec¬ 
ommending  that  the  work  be  continued  and 
that  the  legislature  give  an  extra  appropria¬ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  investi¬ 
gation  more  elaborately.  Buyers  are  giving 
more  attention  to  the  chemical  analysis  of 
coal  in  making  purchases.  However,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  many  critics  that  coals  vary  so 
much  in  quality  that  it  is  not  always  practical 
to  sell  them  on  the  B.  T.  U.  basis. 

Anthracite  Market  Firm. 

The  country  demand  for  hard  coal  continues 
active,  especially  in  the  northwest,  where  it  is 


reported  that  a  great  scarcity  of  fuel  exists. 
This  is  partly  explained  by  the  fact  that  every 
effort  was  made  to  ship  coal  to  the  docks  be¬ 
fore  the  close  of  navigation  in  order  that  dock 
companies  could  compete  with  the  all-rail  busi¬ 
ness.  The  heavy  movement  of  grain  also 
tends  to  have  its  natural  effect  upon  the  sit¬ 
uation.  Chestnut  coal  continues  very  short. 
The  rules  of  the  railroads  relative  to  recon¬ 
signing  cars  to  various  points  on  foreign  lines, 
also  the  restriction  of  consumers  relative  to 
sizes  of  cars,  makes  it  very  difficult  in  many 
cases  for  sales  agents  to  take  care  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  class  of  business.  As  soon  as  the  cold 
weather  becomes  severe  and  storms  retard 
transportation  the  cry  for  hard  coal  will  pre¬ 
dominate  to  such  a  degree  that  it  will  give 
cause  for  alarm.  The  railroads  claim  they  are 
doing  the  best  they  can  in  the  supplying  of 
cars  to  relieve  the  situation.  They  informed 
the  local  dealers  early  in  the  summer  that 
the  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  freight 
offered  for  transportation  was  sure  to  delay 
the  shipments  of  coal  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  that  retailers  should  lay  in  good 
stocks  when  it  was  possible  to  secure  prompt 
deliveries.  The  dealers,  however,  did  not  con¬ 
sider  the  situation  seriously  and  now  find  that 
they  are  unable  to  get  sufficient  coal  to  take 
care  of  the  most  urgent  demand. 

Illinois  Market  Active. 

Du  Quoin  operators  claim  that  the  demand 
is  just  about  equal  to  the  supply.  The  car  sit¬ 
uation  is  practically  the  same  as  last  week. 
No.  1  nut  has  been  bringing  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg,  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  lump,  $1.35  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  market  very 
firm. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  coals  are  bring¬ 
ing  the  same  prices  as  last  week.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  domestic  sizes  continues  firm  through¬ 
out  the  country  districts.  Standard  lump  at  the 
mine  is  worth  $2.40  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
Third  Vein  chunks,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  nut  and  egg,  $2.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed 
screenings,  $1.G0  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago. 

Carterville  coal  continues  firm,  especially  for 
domestic  sizes.  Country  business  is  good  and 
operators  are  receiving  all  of  the  orders  they 
can  take  care  of  promptly.  The  car  situation 
is  practically  the  same  as  last  week ;  the  mines 
•  are  not  operating  at  full  capacity.  Nut  coal  is 
worth  $1.30@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.30@2.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  lump,  $1.75@3.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine- 
run  has  been  bringing  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Franklin  county  operators  have  been  receiv¬ 
ing  for  the  domestic  lump  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  open  cars  ten  cents  less. 
The  supply  of  cars  in  the  Franklin  district  is 
practically  the  same  as  last  week.  Egg  and 
four-inch  lump  is  worth  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine-run,  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Springfield  coal  remains  in  about  the  same 
condition  as  last  week;  the  demand  for  screen¬ 
ings  is  active.  The  mines  are  operating  almost 
full  time,  and  the  car  situation  has  not  percepti¬ 
bly  improved.  Domestic  sizes  are  active;  mine- 
run  is  worth  95c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70 
@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  nut,  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.85@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screen¬ 


ings,  50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Indiana  Coals  Firm. 

Sullivan  and  Green  county  operators  are  get¬ 
ting  about  the  same  allotment  of  cars  as  last  week. 
'J'he  demand  for  domestic  sizes  is  strong.  The 
feature  of  the  week  is  the  increased  demand  for 
screenings,  which  have  advanced  fifteen  cents. 
Domestic  lump  is  worth  $1.90  open  cars  or  $2.00 
box  cars  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.70  and  $2.80  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.45  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine-run,  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  egg  and 
lump,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  Chicago. 

Clinton  coal  is  selling  this  week  for  practically 
the  same  price  as  prevailed  last  week.  The  sup¬ 
ply  of  this  class  of  coal  coming  into  this  mar¬ 
ket  has  not  changed  and  the  demand  continues 
firm.  Mine-run  has  been  worth  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  screenings,  45c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch- 
and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch  lump,  $1.75  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $2.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  Block  operators  are  experiencing 
greater  difficulty  with  car  shortage  than  last  week. 
The  reconsigning  regulations  of  the  roads  are  also 
hampering  shipments.  Many  country  points  have 
had  orders  in  for  weeks  which  are  still  on  file, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  out  of  the  150- 
mile  limit  and  it  is  not  possible  for  sales  agents  to 
secure  cars  for  reconsignment.  Prices  maintaining 
are  $2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  for  open  cars  and  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  box  cars. 

Ohio  Coals  Active. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  has  not  notably  changed  in 
demand  during  the  past  week.  Country  business 
is  good,  but  the  car  supply  has  not  perceptibly 
increased.  Very  little  spot  coal  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  is  obtainable :  Inch-and-a-quarter  lump  is 
worth  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Jackson  Hill  operators  are  getting  very  good 
service  over  the  Pan  Handle  and  Lake  Shore 
railroads  and  shipments  are  a  little  easier  than 
last  week.  The  demand  continues  about  the  same 
and  prices  have  not  changed  and  are  maintain¬ 
ing  at  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  open  cars  and  $2.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $4.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  box  cars. 

Hocking  coal  is  coming  into  this  market  very 
freely,  owing  to  the  close  of  navigation.  Some 
operators,  it  is  claimed,  have  accepted  prices 
below  the  circular,  and  others  state  that  the  cir¬ 
cular  has  been  maintained.  If  severe  cold  weather 
does  not  come  in  the  near  future  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  there  will  be  a  falling  off  in  the 
demand  for  this  product.  The  price  of  real 
thick  vein  Hocking  coal  is  maintained  at  $2.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in 
open  cars  and  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.75  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago  in  box  cars. 

West  Virginia  Splint  Strong. 

K.\nawha  coming  into  this  market  is  not 
plentiful.  The  price  continues  firm.  Winifrede 
is  in  good  demand  and  this  also  characterizes 
the  state  of  the  market  on  Black  Band.  Three- 
quarter-inch  lump  is  worth  at  the  mines  $1.65@ 
1.75  or  $3.55@3.65  Chicago;  inch-and-a-quarter 
lump  has  been  bringing  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.65@3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Pocahontas  coal  is  selling  at  circular  prices. 
Mine-run  is  more  active  than  last  week.  The 
eastern  demand  is  having  its  usual  effect  in 
strengthening  the  state  of  the  market  on  smoke- 
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less  product.  The  car  situation  has  not  notably 
changed  from  the  conditions  which  characterized 
it  last  week.  Domestic  lump  is  worth  at  the 
mines  $3.25  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine-run, 
$1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  coal  is  in  a  little  weaker  demand 
lhan  last  week  The  car  shortage  is  acute  and 
the  supply  of  coal  coming  into  this  market  is 
lessened  on  account  of  labor  troubles.  The 
demand  is  somewhat  abated,  owing  to  the  close 
of  navigation,  which  has  thrown  more  coal  on 
the  market  and  therefore  helped  to  relieve  the 
shortage  on  contracts.  Three-quarter-inch  lump 
is  worth  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago ;  gas  coal,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  has  been  sell¬ 
ing  at  $1.85  or  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

New  River  operators  claim  that  the  eastern  de¬ 
mand  has  tended  to  strengthen  the  mine  prices 
on  all  grades.  Mine-run  is  strong  at  $1.35  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  New  orders 
are  not  being  accepted  at  the  mines  for  less  than 
$1.50.  Egg  is  worth  $3.00@3.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.05@3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Three-inch  lump, 
$3.15@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.20  to  $4.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  firm  demand.  The  state  of  the 


market  on  egg,  however,  is  weak.  Inland  orders 
are  way  behind  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  op¬ 
erators  will  be  able  to  catch  up  with  booked 
orders  before  the  first  of  the  year. 

Pennsylvania  Product  Weak. 

Youghiogheny  coal  has  suffered  a  decline  this 
week,  owing  to  a  large  amount  of  the  product 
coming  into  this  market  as  the  result  of  the  un¬ 
usual  demand  last  week  on  the  part  of  one  of 
the  largest  city  corporations.  There  was  also  a 
predominance  of  coal  left  over  at  the  close  of 
navigation.  This  condition,  it  is  anticipated,  will 
prevail  for  only  a  few  days.  Prices  range  from 
$1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago. 

Kentucky  Coal  Scarce. 

The  products  of  the  Kentucky  mining  district  is 
practically  out  of  this  market,  owing  to  the  ex¬ 
cessive  car  shortage.  The  high  prices  offered  for 
this  kind  of  coal  in  the  southern  market  has 
tended  to  mitigate  the  supply  coming  into  Chi¬ 
cago.  Domestic  lump  is  worth  from  $4.25@4.5() 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  very  strong  demand. 


The  maintaining  price  on  cannel  product  in  the 
Chicago  market  is  $5.15,  although  very  few  or¬ 
ders  are  being  filled.  Of  course,  a  few  cars  arc 
received  each  day,  but  sales  agents  are  months 
behind  on  their  orders.  Premiums  are  offered 
in  many  cases,  but  arc  not  accepted  because  this 
class  of  coal  could  not  be  obtained  for  any  money, 
and  sales  agents  prefer  to  fill  requisitions  in  the 
order  of  application. 

Coke  in  Firm  Demand. 

The  supply  of  all  sizes  of  domestic  coke  com¬ 
ing  into  this  market  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the 
constantly  increasing  demand.  The  open  market 
is  being  sought  by  contractors,  who  arc  finding 
but  little  of  the  product.  West  Virginia  Wise 
county  seventy-two-hour  coke  is  worth  $6.50 ;  By¬ 
product  foundry,  $6.50  ;  By-product  domestic,  $5.00 
@5.25;  Connellsville  seventy-two-l*our  coke, 
$6.90;  West  Virginia  seventy-two-hour  product, 
$6.15;  West  Virginia  seventy-two-hour  product, 
$6.15;  West  Virginia  forty-eight-hour  coke,  $5.65. 
All  the  above  quotations  are  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
State  of  the  market  is  very  firm  and  strong  on 
domestic  sizes. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  22,  1906. 

The  very  much  colder  weather  of  the  past 
week  has  had  a  very  noticeable  effect  upon  the 
general  market,  and  it  is  a  welcome  ally  to  the 
shippers  and  dealers  who  have  been  holding 
their  coal  for  former  prices.  It  is  undenied 
that  there  has  been  some  pretty  soft  spots  in 
this  market  during  the  past  two  or  three  weeks ; 
but,  as  noted  last  week,  the  producers  and  ship¬ 
pers  have  been  standing  pat  on  former  prices, 
with  the  hope  that  a  spell  of  real  winter  would 
come  along  and  help  them  out.  The  winter  has 
come  and  the  result  is  exactly  as  anticipated. 
Where  there  was  apparent  weakness  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  last  week  there  is  now  considerable  strength. 
Where  strength  was  shown  last  week,  it  is  all 
the  more  apparent  now. 

Smokeless  Shows  Greatest  Improvement. 

Without  exception,  every  selling  agency  in 
the  smokeless  coal  business  reported  today  that 
there  had  been  great  improvement  in  the  de¬ 
mand  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  days.  As  noted  from  time  to 
time,  there  was  no  great  danger  of  a  real  slump 
in  the  smokeless  market,  but  there  was  con¬ 
siderable  uneasiness  in  some  directions,  and 
every  coal  man  of  any  experience  has  seen  mar¬ 
kets  go  to  pieces  in  the  past  on  less  provocation 
than  has  existed  here  during  the  past  two  weeks. 
Now  there  is  a  healthy  demand  for  both  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  New  River  coals  again,  and  with 
the  probability  of  reasonably  cold  weather  dur¬ 
ing  the  next  ten  or  twelve  weeks,  and  the  im¬ 
mediate  prospect  of  a  greatly  lessened  produc¬ 
tion  during  the  next  two  weeks  on  account  of 
the  holidays,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  the  present  strength  in  the  smokeless  mar¬ 
ket  will  be  easily  maintained,  and  that  there  is 
greater  likelihood  of  higher  prices  than  lower 
prices  for  smokeless  coal.  Two  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  the  cur¬ 
rent  quotation  on  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg,  with  run-of-mine  worth  from 
$1.35  to  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Splint  Firm  at  Former  Prices. 

As  intimated  in  the  foregoing,  there  has  been 
no  great  weakness  in  the  splint  and  steam  coal 
market  at  any  time  during  the  past  two  months 
or  more.  The  demand  for  these  coals  is  still 
good,  and  the  unusually  severe  weather  of  the 
past  week  has  had  a  further  tendency  toward 
strengthening  an  already  firm  market.  It  is 
doubtful  if  a  carload  of  good  splint  lump  coal 
can  be  bought  in  this  district  for  less  than  $2 
a  ton  at  the  mines,  while  the  range  of  prices 
for  the  usual  sizes  and  grades  of  lump  range 
as  high  as  $2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines,  with  fa¬ 
vorite  registered  brands  of  block  and  other  ex¬ 
tra  coarse  lump  selling  as  high  as  $2.50  a  ton 


at  the  mines.  Numerous  producers  who  are 
able  to  reach  the  extreme  south  with  fancy 
brands  of  lump  coal  are  getting  as  high  as  $3 
a  ton  for  coal  at  the  mines.  These  are  unusual 
case^  however,  and  have  no  bearing  upon  the 
locq^  situation.  Splint  and  steam  run-of-mine 
range  from  $1.20  a  ton  at  the  mines  to  $1.40 
and  $1.50. 

Nut  and  Slack  Are  Very  Scarce. 

Steam  coal  for  stoker  use  is  just  now  scarcer 
than  it  has  been  at  any  time  before  this  season. 
So  few  concerns  have  any  “free”  nut  and  slack 
that  there  is  just  now  practically  none  in  the 
market,  and  quotations  on  this  grade  of  fuel  are 
therefore  of  little  use.  There  is  no  doubt,  how¬ 
ever,  but  that  good  nut  and  slack  would  bring 
$1  a  ton  in  limited  quantities  at  present.  One 
reason  for  this  state  of  affairs  is  that  a  great 
proportion  of  large  steam  plants  are  now 
equipped  with  automatic  stokers,  and  it  is  ab¬ 
solutely  necessary  to  have  fine  coal  for  their 
use,  even  if  it  cost  as  much  or  more  than  lump. 

Car  Supply  Shows  No  Improvement. 

While  it  was  not  expected  that  an  inquiry 
among  the  producers  and  shippers  would  show  the 
car  supply  of  this  district  any  better  this  week 
than  formerly,  a  general  canvass  was  made  with 
the  result  that  the  car  supply  is  worse  rather  than 
better.  The  coal  men  have  given  up  all  hope  of 
better  service  from  the  railroads,  and  on  the 
other  hand,  they  rather  expect  it  to  be  worse  as 
the  winter  progresses  and  the  weather  conditions 
become  more  unfavorable.  There  is  very  little  if 
any  difference  in  the  execrable  service  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroads  in  this  respect. 

Coke  Moving  in  Larger  Quantities. 

The  unprecedented  demand  for  steel  and  iron 
products  has  made  a  corresponding  demand  for 
coke,  and,  as  might  be  expected,  the  general  coke 
market  shows  great  strength.  For  many  weeks 
past  the  coke  business  has  been  greatly  hampered, 
just  like  the  coal  business,  by  a  woeful  lack  of 
cars.  Contrarily  enough,  the  week  just  past  shows 
a  great  improvement,  and  the  amount  of  coke 
that  has  come  forward  from  the  ovens  has  been 
very  gratifying  to  the  makers  of  this  staple  prod¬ 
uct.  Prices  are  unchanged,  foundry  coke  of 
standard  quality  being  quoted  $4@4.25  a  ton  at 
the  ovens,  and  furnace  $3.50  or  a  little  less.  No 
spot  coke  is  obtainable.  Purchases  must  be  made 
at  market  quotations,  and  shipments  are  made 
when  possible. 

Retail  Trade  Much  Improved. 

The  close-to-zero  weather  of  the  past  few  days 
has  forced  a  multitude  of  persons  to  buy  coal,  and 
the  strictly  retail  business  of  the  city  has  been 


quite  good  for  several  days.  The  part  of  the 
trade  to  benefit  most  by  the  severe  weather  has 
been  the  “peddlers,”  small  dealers  who  have  one 
or  two  horses,  and  who  buy  by  the  ton  or  two 
from  the  elevators,  and  sell  by  the  bushel  to  the 
very  poor  residents  of  the  city.  These  ubiquitous 
merchants  charge  eighteen  cents  a  bushel  for  coal 
delivered  in  all  parts  of  tenement  houses,  even 
carried  to  the  fourth  floor.  It  is  surprising  the 
large  amount  of  coal  that  is  sold  from  day  to 
day  in  this  manner.  In  the  regular  retail  trade  np 
change  of  prices  has  occurred.  Pittsburg,  Kan¬ 
awha,  Thacker,  Fairmont,  Jellico  and  other  such 
grades  of  domestic  lump  coal  sell  for  $3.50  a  ton 
delivered,  while  Pocahontas  and  New  River  are 
worth  $4.25,  and  anthracite  $7.50. 

Heavy  River  Shipments  Continue. 

The  continued  navigability  of  the  Ohio  river  for 
several  weeks  has  permitted  the  river  shippers  to 
market  an  almost  unprecedentedly  large  amount 
of  coal  during  that  time.  One  of  the  head  men  of 
the  largest  shipping  concern  on  the  river  was  seen 
by  The  Black  Diamond  man  the  other  day,  and 
he  made  the  statement  that  with  one  exception, 
the  present  six  weeks’  shipment  of  coal  from  head¬ 
waters  is  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  Ohio  river.  These  shipments,  while 
attended  with  considerable  loss  on  account  of 
collisions  and  other  accidents,  are  considered  to 
have  been  remarkably  successful.  The  great  bulk 
of  the  coal  that  has  come  down  the  river  during 
the  past  month  has  been  taken  further  south,  but 
enough  has  been  stopped  here  to  insure  the  river 
dealers  of  a  fair  supply  for  some  weeks  to  come, 
even  if  the  river  should  fall  below  a  navigable 
stage  again,  or  freeze  over,  as  it  is  liable  to  do  at 
this  time  of  year.  River  lump  ranges  from 
8^2  cents  a  bushel,  while  nut  and  slack  are  scarce  at 
5k2@6  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

Paul  H.  Hesser,  head  of  John  T.  Hesser  &  Co., 
went  to  Richmond,  Va.,  Monday  of  this  week  on 
business  connected  with  his  concern. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  New  River- 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  producing 
concerns  in  the  country,  spent  several  days  here 
this  week. 

E.  P.  Mucklow,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  was  the  guest  of 
C.  E.  Fultz,  manager  of  the  local  offices  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  this  week. 

J.  W.  Tuohy.  traffic  manager  of  the  New  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned  Wednes¬ 
day  from  an  extended  trip  over  part  of  his  dis¬ 
trict.  He  spent  some  time  in  Detroit  and  Toledo. 

C.  E.  Fultz,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  of¬ 
fice  of  the  New  River-Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  re¬ 
turned  a  few  days  ago  from  a  week’s  trip  to 
Charleston,  W.  Va..  and  the  company’s  mines  in 
the  Kanawha  district. 
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Capt.  William  M.  Crump,  master  of  transporta¬ 
tion  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  spent  several  days  here  this  week 
looking  after  his  several  towboats  in  the  middle 
part  of  the  Ohio  river. 

The  immense  new  coal  elevator  of  the  Island 
Creek  Fuel  Co.,  at  Sekitan,  a  few  miles  below 
Cincinnati  on  the  Ohio  river,  is  now  elevating 
coal,  but  it  will  not  be  working  up  to  its  full 
capacity  for  several  weeks  yet. 

The  Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  exclusive 
producers  of  “Raymond”  coal,  and  the  Black 
Band  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  exclusive  producers  of 
“Black  Band,”  both  names  being  registered  trade¬ 
marks,  are  preparing  to  prosecute  all  dealers  and 
others  who  persist  in  selling  inferior  coals  as 
“Raymond”  and  “Black  Band.” 

George  W.  Johnson,  formerly  of  Calder  &  John¬ 
son,  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  and  now 
with  the  Hinsch  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  resigned 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  Dec.  19. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — The  reaction  following  the  close 
of  navigation  has  been  more  severe  in  this  mar¬ 
ket  than  was  expected.  Usually  enough  coal 
is  left  on  track  at  the  docks  here  to  demoralize 
prices  for  several  weeks  after  the  cessation  of 
shipping,  but  this  year  it  was  thought  that  all 
lake  coal  would  be  completely  cleaned  up.  Even 
at  the  end  of  the  week  shippers  said  they  would 
load  all  the  lake  coal  on  hand,  but  it  seems  that 
the  railroads  had  determined  upon  clearing  the 
sidings  and  way  points  and  all  day  Sunday  and 
Monday  coal  arrived  in  considerable  quantities. 
The  result  was  that  the  price  of  steam  coal 
tumbled  to  $1  and  $1.15  a  ton,  lower  figures 
than  have  been  used  for  some  time.  But  after 
all,  the  quantity  of  coal  was  not  so  great — noth¬ 
ing  like  it  has  been  in  times  past.  The  number 
of  cars  left  has  been  variously  estimated  at 
from  500  to  1,000,  which  is  in  reality  of  little 
moment,  when  it  is  remembered  that  previous 
to  their  arrival  there  was  comparatively  no  coal 
on  the  market.  The  fact  that  buyers  were  look¬ 
ing  for  a  slump,  because  they  had  become  ae- 
customed  to  such  things,  and  their  knowledge 
of  the  arrival  of  a  few  trains  of  coal  that  could 
not  be  loaded  for  lake  combines  to  shove  the 
price  down. 

Producers  feel  in  a  general  way  that  the  de¬ 
mand  will  be  as  great  as  ever  within  a  week  or 
two.  They  say  that  the  call  for  coal  from  points 
at  a  distance  will  detain  cars  and  that  they 
will  be  as  scarce  as  when  engaged  in  supplying 
the  lake  trade.  The  scarcity  of  fuel  in  the 
northwest  will  probably  take  many  cars  in  that 
direction  and  they  will  be  some  time  in  getting 
back.  Then  there  are  other  markets  nearer 
home  that  must  be  taken  care  of,  and  steam 
consumers  and  dealers  in  the  smaller  towns 
who  have  been  running  in  a  hand-to-mouth 
manner  for  some  time.  The  producers  want 
to  take  care  of  these  people,  as  well  as  their 
patrons  in  the  large  cities  and  get  them  into 
Ijetter  shape.  All  this  will  give  the  railroads 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dec.  22. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  most  important  news  develop¬ 
ment  in  the  southwest  this  week  was  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  the  mines  in  Huntington, 
Hartford,  Denning  and  Spadre,  of  District  21 
in  Arkansas,  had  shut  down  because  of  the 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  declaring  the 
screen  law  constitutional.  All  of  the  mines 
which  have  been  running  on  a  lump  coal  ba¬ 
sis  have  closed  down,  throwing  several  hun¬ 
dred  miners  out  of  employment. 

The  supreme  court  rendered  a  decision  in 
the  case  of  John  McLean  against  the  state, 
involving  the  validity  of  the  screening  act 
passed  by  the  last  general  assembly.  The 
court  held  the  law  constitutional. 

In  his  opinion  Justice  Wood  held  that  this 
legislation  was  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the 


his  position  with  the  last  named  concern,  and 
will,  on  January  first,  go  on  the  road  as  salesman 
for  the  Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Mr. 
Johnson  has  had  wide  experience  in  the  coal 
business,  and  is  quite  popular  in  the  trade.  His 
friends  are  congratulating  him,  too,  upon  his  con¬ 
nection  with  such  an  excellent  company  as  the 
one  which  sells  “Raymond”  coal. 

The  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.,  having  outgrown  its 
present  quarters,  has  moved  into  the  larger  suite 
of  offices  known  as  1309  and  1310  Union  Trust 
building.  W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  this  concern,  built  up  its 
business  from  nothing  to  its  present  large  propor¬ 
tions,  and  although  he  is  one  of  the  busiest  men 
in  the  coal  business,  he  always  has  time  to  say  a 
few  pleasant  words  to  everybody,  and  he  never 
seems  to  be  in  a  hurry.  If  there  were  more  men 
like  him,  the  coal  business  would  be  on  a  much 
higher  plane  than  it  is. 


business  and  keep  the  cars  constantly  engaged 
as  in  the  past.  The  supply,  it  is  believed,  will 
not  be  great  at  any  one  point  and  the  prices 
must  be  kept  up  to  a  fair  figure. 

The  last  boats  for  Milwaukee  and  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan  points  were  loaded  here  Sunday.  Previous 
to  that  the  Glens  Run  Coal  Co.,  Drake  Coal 
Co.,  the  J.  W.  Ellsworth  Co.  and  some  of  the 
others  had  completed  their  shipments  and  some 
of  the  loading  machines  had  been  closed  down. 
The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  loaded  a  vessel  Sunday 
and  succeeded  in  cleaning  up  all  the  coal  that 
had  arrived.  In  fact,  all  shipments  from  a 
number  of  roads  had  been  cleaned  up  on  Sat¬ 
urday. 

Regarding  the  local  situation,  I.  C.  Goff,  of 
the  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Co.,  has  been  quoted  as 
follows:  “No  serious  car  shortage  exists  here 
at  this  time  and  none  has  existed  this  winter 
sufficient  to  affect  coal  prices.  An  increase  in 
price  above  the  present  figures  is  unlikely.” 
Mr.  Goff  said  he  could  not  speak  as  to  the 

cause  of  the  coal  shortage  in  other  portions  of 
the  country,  whether  it  was  produced  by  refusal 
of  the  railroads  to  use  haste  in  returning  un¬ 
loaded  cars  to  the  mines  or  not.  P.  J.  Burton 
of  the  Burton,  Beiadler  &  Phillips  Co.,  said 
that  the  shortage  here  has  not  increased  within 
the  last  month  or  two,  nor  has  it  decreased. 

Shippers  have  not  been  able  to  get  as  many 

cars  as  they  needed  since  August.  Mr.  Burton 
said  that  there  is  now  plenty  of  coal  at  the 

junction  points  of  the  railroads,  but  that  there 
is  not  sufficient  power  to  move  it.  This  opinion 
seems  to  prevail  among  the  shippers  in  the  city. 
They  fear  that  the  engines,  which  have  been 
used  so  constantly  for  months,  often  overloaded, 
will  give  out  at  the  first  severe  cold  spell  and 
have  to  go  to  the  shop.  This  would  of  course 
cripple  the  roads  materially.  Because  of  the 
short  distance  of  this  city  from  the  mines  there 
is  not  much  fear  of  a  serious  shortage  in  do¬ 
mestic  coal,  even  if  the  roads  should  become 
weak  on  power. 


police  power.  The  obvious  purpose  of  the 
act  is  not  to  prevent  the  parties  from  con¬ 
tracting  in  any  manner  they  deem  proper  for 
the  production  of  coal,  but  rather  after  they 
have  contracted  for  this  production  according 
to  the  quantity  is  ascertained  by  a  fixed  and 
definite  standard  by  which  neither  of  the  par¬ 
ties  can  be  defrauded. 

Entitled  to  Full  Weight. 

In  other  words,  the  miner,  having  con¬ 
tracted  with  the  owner  to  produce  a  certain 
amount,  is  entitled  to  have  such  quantity  as¬ 
certained  by  the  legal  rate  or  system  of  weight 
adopted  by  the  state  of  Arkansas,  and  that 
after  having  the  output  passed  which  would 
take  any  part  from  the  value  thereof. 


It  is  certainly  within  the  police  power  of 
the  state  to  adopt  a  uniform  system  of  weights 
and  measures  and  to  require  all  persons  whose 
business  transactions  require  the  use  of  the 
same  to  conform  thereto. 

Must  Not  Use  Screens. 

The  operators  are  prohibited  from  using 
screens  or  other  device  which  shall  take  any 
part  from  the  value  thereof,  showing  the  in¬ 
tent  of  the  legislature  to  protect  the  miners 
from  the  use  of  any  device  by  their  employers 
to  deprive  them  of  the  value  of  their  labor 
on  the  basis  of  the  quantity  mined  as  per  con¬ 
tract. 

There  is  nothing  in  this  statute  which  con¬ 
travenes  the  provision  in  our  state,  the  federal 
constitution  securing  to  all  persons  liberty 
and  equality  of  rights  under  the  law. 

That  the  law  applies  only  to  mine  owners, 
lessees  or  operators  of  coal  mines  where  ten 
or  more  men  are  employed  underground  does 
not  suggest  it  to  the  interdiction  of  the  con¬ 
stitution. 

Bennet  Brown,  commissioner  of  the  South¬ 
western  Operators'  association,  left  for  the 
scene  of  the  trouble  last  Saturday.  He  has 
arranged  for  a  meeting  here  of  the  operators 
and  miners  affected  by  the  decision  and  an  ef¬ 
fort  will  be  made  to  come  to  some  sort  of  a 
settlement. 

Prices  in  the  Section. 

While  the  market  has  remained  compara¬ 
tively  steady  in  Kansas  City  throughout  the 
past  week,  prices  are  soaring  in  other  parts 
of  the  section.  The  big  operators,  who  have 
headquarters  in  Kansas  City,  say  that  they  do 
not  intend  to  take  advantage  of  the  consumers 
by  raising  the  price  of  coal  because  there  is 
such  a  shortage,  but  among  the  smaller  deal¬ 
ers  this  disposition  is  not  so  much  in  evi¬ 
dence,  inasmuch  as  the  majority  of  them  are 
getting  just  as  much  for  their  coal  as  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  get.  In  Pittsburg  one 
of  the  principal  coal  centers  of  Kansas,  the 
market  has  advanced  25  cents  per  ton.  The 
Pittsburg  operators  and  dealers  are  now  quot¬ 
ing  mine-run  coal  at  $2.75  per  ton  and  the 
lump  coal  at  $3.00.  It  is  predicted  that  the 
lump  coal  will  reach  $4.50  per  ton  on  the 
Pittsburg  market  before  the  winter  is  over  un¬ 
less  present  conditions  are  relieved.  This 
would  be  high  water  mark  in  the  coal  indus¬ 
try  in  Pittsburg. 

The  Car  Shortage  Question. 

Car  shortage  continues  to  be  a  most  serious 
question.  Carr  W.  Taylor,  attorney  for  the 
Kansas  state  board  of  railroad  commissioners, 
has  announced  that  he  will  try  a  new  plan  to 
get  coal  to  the  small  towns  along  the  Rock 
Island  in  the  southwest.  There  is  no  coal  in 
Langdon,  Reno  county,  and  at  several  other 
points.  Mr.  Taylor  will  call  on  the  Rock 
Island  officials  and  ask  that  a-  special  train 
with  a  full  crew  be  detailed  to  haul  coal  for 
three  days  to  that  section  of  the  state,  which 
seerns  to  be  suffering  the  most  from  the  coal 
famine.  Mr.  Taylor  will  ask  that  other  freight 
be  neglected  by  one  engine  and  train  crew. 
The  coal  at  the  mines  can  be  furnished  as 
rapidly  as  it  can  be  hauled  away.  Mr.  Taylor 
expects  to  be  able  to  show  that  there  are 
plenty  of  cars  for  this  business,  but  not 
enough  motive  power,  and  will  ask  for  spe¬ 
cial  equipment.  This  is  the  same  method  as 
announced  by  the  northern  roads  to  relieve 
the  coal  famine.  Letters  from  business  men 
announce  that  whole  trainloads  of  coal  are 
standing  on  the  sidings  because  the  company 
has  not  sufficient  motive  powef  to  move  them. 

With  the  view  to  organizing  the  receivers  of 
freight  in  carload  lots,  and  especially  the  coal 
dealers,  for  the  purpose  of  combating  the  tail- 
road  plan  of  changing  the  present  car  service 
rule,  a  meeting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  business  men  was  held  last  night  in  this 
city.  P.  McDaniel  was  elected  president  of 
the  organization,  which  is  to  be  known  as  the 
Missouri  and  Kansas  Shippers’  association. 
Plans  for  the  organization  were  discussed  and 
it  was  decided  to  appoint  committees  which 
will  present  the  shippers’  side  of  the  question 
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to  the  Interstate  Commerce  commission  and 
this  winter  to  the  legislators  at  Jefferson  City. 

NOTES. 

A  dispatch  from  Norfolk,  Neb.,  to  Kansas 
City  today  says  that  a  cold  wave  has  struck 
that  section  and  that  coal  is  very  scarce  in 
the  Rosebud  reservation.  Settlers  are  paying 
$18  a  ton  for  soft  and  $20  a  ton  for  hard  coal. 

The  miner  delegates  to  the  federation  of 
labor,  which  just  closed  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
failed  to  reach  any  conclusion  on  the  prob¬ 
lem  of  making  Arkansas  a  separate  district  in 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  The 
feasibility  of  several  plans  was  gone  over,  but 
the  majority  of  the  men  favored  the  present 
system  and  for  this  season  at  least  the  district 
will  stay  with  the  other  states. 

Indications  are  favorable  for  a  new  coal  field 
to  be  opened  up  south  and  east  of  Wier  City, 
Kas.  Prospecting  was  begun  this  week  by 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  19. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Prices  remain  at  the  same  satis¬ 
factory  level,  but  the  matter  of  car  supply  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  thoughtful  topic.  And  there 
is  really  nothing  new  to  say  on  that  score.  The 
general  situation  can  be  covered  with  the  re¬ 
mark  that  there  is  nothing  new. 

Gas  Decrease  Brightens  Local  Prospects. 

Mention  has  been  made  previously  of  the 


the  Flamilton  Coal  company  on  the  eighty 
acre  farm  of  T.  H.  Bowman,  one  mile  east 
and  a  mile  south  of  the  city.  The  coal  com¬ 
pany  has  obtained  an  option  on  the  farm  and 
on  others  in  the  vicinity  and  will  prospect  on 
the  properties.  Several  years  ago  coal  was 
found  in  that  locality  at  a  depth  of  about  200 
feet.  The  vein,  however,  was  small  and  was 
not  worked  long. 

A  report  has  just  been  completed  showing  a 
comparison  of  the  tonnage  carried  in  the  last 
year  by  the  different  railroads  which  do  busi¬ 
ness  in  Kansas.  The  following  shows  the 
shipments  of  coal  originating  on  all  the  lines 
in  the  state  during  the  last  year: 

Santa  Fe— 2,340,929  tons. 

Frisco — 2,286,631  tons. 

Missouri  Pacific — 928,956  tons. 

M.,  K.  &  T.— 774,131  tons. 

Kansas  City  Southern — -332,641  tons. 

Union  Pacific — 66,757  tons. 

Rock  Island — 22,648  tons. 


Mining  News. 

alarm  felt  over  the  gradual  decrease  of  the 
West  Virginia  gas  belts.  That  the  reality  is 
being  brought  home  is  illustrated  by  the  higher 
prices  asked  for  the  fuel  in  Wheeling,  jn  other 
parts  of  West  Virginia,  and  especially  in  Pitts¬ 
burg,  which  is  supplied  with  West  Virginia  gas. 
Already  the  Wheeling  district  coal  operators 
are  beginning  to  see  the  effects.  Steel  rnills  and 
iron  furnaces  in  this  section  of  the  Ohio  valley 
are  suffering  from  gas  shortage  and  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  equip  their  plants  for  coal,  realizing 


that  the  day  of  gas  is  almost  done,  unless  they 
submit  to  prohibitive  prices. 

The  gas  companies  prefer  the  domestic  trade 
because  they  get  better  prices  than  they  do  from 
manufacturers  at  the  regulation  wholesale  rate. 
There  is  sharp  competition  for  gas  m  the  field, 
and  gas  can  be  sold  at  the  wells  hereabouts  for 
15  cents  per  1,000  cubic  feet  now  without 
trouble,  or  just  the  maximum  price  for  delivery 
at  the  door  of  domestic  consumers  a  few  years 
ago.  Gas  is  preferred  by  potteries,  glass  houses 
and  iron  and  steel  mills,  as  well  as  other  indus¬ 
trial  plants,  but  the  recent  advance  in  price,  com¬ 
bined  with  the  uncertainty  of  the  supply,  is 
turning  the  attention  of  consumers  to  coal.  In 
this  way  a  large  increase  in  the  local  coal  trade 
is  assured  very  soon. 

To  Prevent  Waste  in  Coal. 

Dr.  I.  C.  White,  the  state  geologist,  who  has 
been  conducting  a  campaign  against  the  waste 
of  natural  gas  in  West  Virginia,  a  waste  that 
is  criminal  in  some  cases  in  the  fields,  where 
large  flambeaus  are  burned  night  and  day  with¬ 
out  necessity,  and  other  waste  permitted  at  the 
wells  to  save  time,  has  begun  a  fight  for  econ¬ 
omy  in  coal  production,  and  opened  his  cam¬ 
paign  a  few  nights  ago  before  the  Charleston 
the  economies  around  European  mines,  and 
said  the  time  would  come  when  the  United 
chamber  of  commerce.  He  called  attention  to 
States  would  have  cause  to  regret  present  reck¬ 
less  methods  about  mines  and  tipples.  Among 
other  things  he  suggested  greater  care  in  the 
dumping  of  coal,  so  that  the  lumps  would  be 
preserved  instead  of  being  crushed  frequently 
into  slack  and  dust  by  crude  handling.  When 
Dr.  White  began  his  crusade  for  natural  gas 
preservation  ten  years  ago  he  had  small  au¬ 
diences,  and  similarly  coal  men  are  not  dis¬ 
posed  to  get  alarmed  now,  but  his  words  may 
be  recalled  as  his  gas  predictions  now  are. 

Another  Injunction  to  Enforce  Rules. 

Although  Deputy  Inspector  Warner  failed  in 
his  effort  to  close  Uie  Pawama  mine  by  in¬ 
junction,  on  the  allegation  that  it  was  negligent 
in  ventilation.  Deputy  Inspector  E.  V.  Byrne, 
of  the  Wheeling  district,  has  gone  into  court 
to  enjoin  the  Elm  Grove  mine  for  failure  to 
provide  certain  safeguards.  The  injunction  pro¬ 
ceedings  hang  fire,  pending  an  investigation  of 
the  company’s  claims  that  its  mine  is  suitably 
equipped.  The  mine  has  been  embarrassed  by 
a  strike  for  several  months  and  has  opposed  in¬ 
spection  through  fear  of  trouble.  It  set  forth 
in  court  that  it  feared  the  use  of  dynamite  by 
irresponsible  persons  accompanying  the  inspec¬ 
tor.  On  his  assurance  he  will  be  allowed  to 
visit  the  interior.  In  the  meantime  the  strike 
is  unchanged  and  there  has  been  no  recurrence 
of  last  week’s  rioting. 

FIELD  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

The  Hartford  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
by  J.  M.  Hartley,  Fairmont,  and  others  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  to  operate  at  the  town  of  that  name  in 
Jackson  county,  on  the  Ohio  river. 

Work  on  the  coal  shaft  for  the  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke,  near  Fairmont,  has  been  suspended  for 
the  winter.  This  decision  follows  the  removal 
of  the  company’s  offices  to  Thomas.  The  shaft 
is  to  be  sunk  450  feet  to  strike  the  Pittsburg 
seam.  Operations  will  be  resumed  in  the  spring. 

The  Alpha  Coal  &  Mining  Co.’s  property  in 
Putnam  county,  in  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan 
Railroad,  is  to  be  sold  at  auction  to  satisfy 
claims.  The  mines  were  opened  two  years  ago 
by  Pittsburg  parties.  L.  T.  Yoder,  one  of  them, 
had  the  sale  ordered  to  make  good  a  mortgage 
of  $73,000.  The  property  includes  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  seam,  but  for  some  reason  it  has  not  been 
a  paying  investment  so  far. 

Michael  Gallagher  has  purchased  the  control 
in  the  Glenns  Run  Coal  Co.,  having  three  mines 
in  the  Eastern  Ohio  district.  At  first  it  was 
reported  that  the  purchaser  was  the  M.  A. 
Hanna  Co.,  but  this  was  without  foundation. 
Mr.  Gallagher  has  had  considerable  experience 
in  the  mining  business,  but  of  later  years  has 
followed  banking  and  investments.  He  is  asso¬ 
ciated  with  E.  W.  Oglebay  in  the  deal.  As  a 
result  Thomas  Young,  the  general  manager,  will 
retire  for  a  year  at  least,  and  will  take  a  well- 
earned  vacation  in  Europe. 


Kentuck'y  Coal  Trade. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Dec.  22,  1906.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.)— Great  confusion  in  shipments, 
the  laying  and  raising  of  embargoes,  increas¬ 
ing  shortage  of  cars,  erratic  price  movements 
and  a  general  feeling  of  uncertainty  were  the 
foremost  features  of  the  Kentucky  and  Ten¬ 
nessee  coal  market  during  the  past  week.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  domestic  coal  both  m  the  cities  and  the 
small  towns  showed  a  decrease,  while  the  clamor 
for  steam  coal  continued  unabated.  Record  prices 
have  been  realized  during  the  week  for  nut  and 
slack,  steam  and  run-of-mine  coal,  sales  having 
been  made  as  high  as  $1.50,  $1.75  and  $2  respect¬ 
ively  for  Louisville  &  Nashville  delivery,  and 
$1.75,  ^  and  $2.50  for  Southern  Railway  de¬ 
livery. 

The  market  in  Louisville,  which  seems  m  nowise 
to  reflect  general  conditions,  is  extremely  quiet, 
although  a  few  days  of  cold  weather  caused  a 
light  flurry  of  business  for  retailers.  Louisville, 
however,  has  been  the  scene  of  further  activities 
on  the  part  of  the  State  Railroad  Commission, 
including  a  hide-and-seek  game  with  Wptern 
Kentucky  operators,  whom  the  commissioners 
wished  to  interrogate  in  regard  to  the  car  situa¬ 
tion  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  which  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  worse  than  ever  known  before  in 
the  annals  of  that  system. 

While  a  number  of  these  operators^  were  in 
session  at  the  Old  Inn,  ostensibly  to  discuss  the 
establishment  of  a  washery,  Chairman  C.  C.  Me- 
Chord  received  a  dispatch  from  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  in  Washington,  suggesting 
that  he  look  into  the  Illinois  Central  situation, 
and  the  energetic  commissioner  immediately  is¬ 
sued  subpoenas  for  the  operators  at  the  hotel. 
When  the  deputy  sheriff  arrived  to  serve  the  pa¬ 
pers,  however,  only  two  witnesses  could  be  found, 
Hywell  Davies  and  William  Eades,-  and  recog- 
nizino-  the  futility  of  questioning  unwilling  wit¬ 
nesses,  Chairman  McChord  temporarily  aban¬ 
doned  the  investigation,  with  the  statement  that 
he  will  keep  a  very  close  eye  upon  matters  and 
will  communicate  with  James  M.  Harlan,  of  the 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  in  regard  to 
further  action.  It  w'as  intended  that  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  operators  be  asked  to  Chicago  for  the 
hearing  in  that  city. 

It  is  estimated  that  during  the  past  week  the 
Southern  railway  operators  have  received  about 
thirty  per  cent,  the  Illinois  Central  operators 
about  fifty  to  sixty  per  cent  and  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  operators  between  seventy  and 


eighty  per  cent  of  their  car  requirements.  In 
view  of  the  overstocked  condition  of  Atlanta, 
where  heavy  shipments  of  domestic  coal  have  not 
been  unloaded  and  disposed  of  promptly,  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  has  declared  a  temporary 
embargo  against  that  "oint,  but  shipments  may 
still  be  made  through  Atlanta  to  points  on  the 
Georgia  railroad  and  Atlanta  and  West  Point 
railroad.  The  closing  of  Atlanta,  however,  has 
diverted  a  good  deal  of  domestic  coat  and  the 
price  has  declined  considerably.  Southern  rail¬ 
way  coal,  however,  especially  Blue  Gem,  has  re¬ 
covered  during  the  past  week  with  dirninishjng 
car  supplies,  and  occasional  sales  are  still  being 
made  as  high  as  $4  to  $4.25  f.  o.  b.  mines,  Jel- 
lico,  Tenn. 

While  a  number  of  the  cities  and  towns  may 
be  said  to  be  fairly  well  stocked  with  coal,  the 
general  outlook  discloses  supplies  of  coal_  through 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  the  south,  which  must 
be  regarded  as  entirely  inadequate  in  view  of  the 
precarious  car  situation  and  the  likelihood  of  se¬ 
vere  winter  weather.  Another  factor,  which 
cannot  be  entirely  overlooked,  is  the  shortage  in 
output  always  incident  to  the  holiday  season. 

The  hand-to-mouth  habits  of  coal  consumers 
were  roimdly  scored  -esterday  in  interviews  given 
out  by  F.  id.  Harwood,  manager  of  coal  traffic 
for  the  Illinois  Central,_  and  A.  H.  Egan,  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Louisville  division.  The  South¬ 
ern  press  has  voiced  this  opinion  prominently, 
and  it  is  believed  that  this  winter  of  scramble  and 
confusion  will  result  in  putting  the  coal  traffic 
henceforth  on  a  more  normal  basis  the  year 
around. 

PERSONAL  NOTES. 

T.  T.  Pace,  of  the  Pace  Coal  Co.,  Jellico,  Tenn., 
spent  several  days  in  Atlanta. 

The  new  Lynn  Camp  mine  near  Roseland,  Ky., 
has  been  shipping  coal  during  the  week. 

R.  O.  Campbell' Coal  Co.,  of  Atlanta,  are  oper¬ 
ating  at  their  new  mine  at  Westburne.  Tenn. 

Ben  A.  Morton,  manager  of  the  H.  T.  Flack- 
ney  Coal  Co.,  and  J.  J.  Keily  of  the  Bituminous 
Coal  Co.,  both  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  were  in  At¬ 
lanta  on  business  during  the  week. 

F.  F.  Snead,  of  Snead  &  McGuire,  is  on  a  hunt- 
ins'  trip  with  Milton  H.  Smith,  Jr.,  and  a  party 
of  friends  on  the  private  car  of  President  Smith, 
of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville. 
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The  Detroit  Coal  Trade. 


Dktkoit,  Micii.,  Dec.  22. —  (Special  Corre- 
spondcnce.) — As  usual  just  before  the  holidays, 
the  market  in  this  city  is  rather  dull  and 
prices  are  inclined  to  weakness-.  The  big  com¬ 
panies  as  a  rule  are  not  selling  much  spot 
coal.  In  fact,  they  are  not  in  condition  to  look 
for  new  business,  but  if  it  comes  their  way 
they  don’t  turn  it  down.  They  take  what  is 
offered,  but  are  not  hunting  for  it.  Aside  from 
the  domestic  trade  there  is  very  little  doing. 
'I'he  cold  weather,  which  appears  to  have  come 
to  stay  awhile,  has  had  the  effect  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  demand  for  domestic.  It  was  reported 
here  today  that  the  circular  price  of  Jackson 
Hill  had  gone  up  to  $2.90  at  the  mine,  which 
is  an  advance  of  fifteen  cents.  Other  grades 
of  domestic,  however,  remain  at  the  same  fig¬ 
ures  as  last  week. 

Motive  Power  Lacking. 

'J'lie  car  situation  is  not  improving  any,  so 
far  as  bituminous  shipments  arc  concerned. 
Local  shippers,  however,  have  ceased  to  call 
it  the  “car  shortage.”  In  their  minds  it  is 
now  the  “motive  power  shortage.”  As  one  man 
ex])rcsse.s  it,  “Mismanagement  and  lack  of  en¬ 
gines  are  the  two  chief  causes  of  the  trouble. 
Out  in  the  state  I  have  been  told  by  dealers 
that,  after  they  have  unloaded  cars,  they  will 
rciriain  at  the  sidings  all  the  way  from  five 
(lays  to  two  weeks,  before  they  are  hauled 
away.”  Another  shipper  is  angry  enough  to 
do  violence  to  the  managers  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  road,  which,  he  says,  will  furnish  the 
mines  only  gondolas  and  will  not  allow  the 
hopper  cars  to  leave  its  tracks.”  Here’s  a 
chance  for  the  Interstate  Commerce  commis¬ 
sion  to  butt  in,”  remarked  the  irate  shipper. 
“It  is  an  outrage.” 

A.ti  embargo  went  into  effect  at  Toledo  on  the 
Michigan  Central  by  the  Hocking  Valley  and 
Ohio  Central  roads.  This  was  done,  it  is  said, 
because  the  M.  C.  has  been  so  heavily  taxed  that 
it  was  not  able  to  handle  the  cars  of  the  other 
roads.  Now  it  will  be  given  a  chance  to  clean  up. 


As  for  the  free  coal  on  track,  the  tracks  of 
Detroit  are  so  badly  congested  with  all  kinds  of 
merchandise  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  find 
the  coal  cars.  The  switching  service  has  been 
abominable  of  late.  Delivery  of  coal  to  destina¬ 
tion  after  it  has  arrived  in  this  city  is  considlered 
quick  dispatch.  However,  the  Pere  Marquette 
has  announced  through  the  papers  that  it  is  go¬ 
ing  to  give  better  service  from  now  on,  stating 
officially  that  it  has  plenty  of  motive  power  and 
new  cars  have  been  received. 

D)cally  the  anthracite  situation  is  easy,  but  out 
in  the  state  of  Michigan  there  is  a  big  demand 
for  chestnut  that  presages  trouble,  if  the  cold 
weather  continues.  However,  the  companies,  by 
inducing  dealers  to  take  stove  coal  in  larger  pro¬ 
portions  than  usual,  have  been  able  to  keep  them 
supplied.  Nobody  is  suffering  yet,  though  it  is 
no  uncommon  thing  to  see  a  man  living  in  one 
town  driving  to  a  neighboring  town,  five  or  six 
miles  away,  to  buy  a  load  of  anthracite. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NEWS. 

J.  O.  Lavenberg,  manager  of  the  C.  B.  Grandy 
Coal  Co.,  of  Toleclo,  was  i.n  this  city  Wednesday. 

This  morning  another  coal  boat  passed  up.  I  f 
it  is  bound  to  Duluth,  it  is  a  safe  bet  that  it  won’t 
get  there. 

James  DeWolfe,  northern  sales  agent  of  the 
Pittsburgh  and  New  Pittsburgh  Cos.,  was  in  this 
city  last  Monday. 

C.  J.  Andrews,  Detroit  representative  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.,  returned  today  from  a  two 
days’  stay  in  Columbus. 

On  Saturday  night  all  the  salesmen  of  the  big 
companies  of  this  city  will  come  in  to  spend  the 
holidays.  It  is  the  present  intention  to  send 
them  all  out  again  after  January  first. 

E.  J.  Corbett  received  last  Thursday  the  last 
1,000  tons  of  coal  for  the  Detroit  Water  Works. 
It  came  on  the  steamer  Kongo,  and  is  the  last 
cargo  of  coal  of  the  season  to  reach  this  city. 
As  it  steamed,  up  the  river  it  met  the  ice  drift¬ 
ing  down. 


The  Coal  Trade  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  22. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  continuation  of  the  car  short¬ 
age  that  has  existed  to  an  aggravating  degree  for 
the  past  three  months  has  prevented  any  change 
in  the  Indiana  coal  trade  during  the  last  week. 
Conditions  are,  in  fact,  about  the  same  as  they 
have  been  since  the  first  of  November,  when  there 
was  a  slight  advance  in  prices  among  the  retailers 
here  and  at  other  large  centers  in  the  state.  So 
far  as  the  operators  are  concerned,  many  of  them 
because  of  inadequate  transportation  facilities, 
have  been  obliged  to  cancel  most  of  their  con¬ 
tracts  and  to  cease  reaching  out  for  new  business. 
Prices  at  the  mines  have  not  undergone  a  change 
for  some  time  and  it  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinion  that  there  will  not  be  a  marked  advance 
unless  there  should  be  a  severe  cold  wave.  Many 
members  of  the  trade  declare  without  hesitation 
that  if  there  should  be  a  sudden  cold  wave  that 
would  last  ten  days,  there  would  be  the  worst 
fuel  famine  Indiana  has  experienced  in  many 
years. 

Car  Situation  Unchanged. 

The  indications  are  that  the  Southern  Indiana’s 
embargo  against  the  Big  Four  will  continue  in¬ 
definitely  ;  at  least  until  the  legislature  strength¬ 
ens  the  railway  commission  law  so  that  the  com¬ 
mission  can  tell  the  railroad  companies  what  to 
do  and  then  compel  them  to  obey  its  decisions. 
The  Southern  Indiana  is  delivering  a  considerable 
amount  of  coal  to  the  C.  &  E.  I.  at  Terre  Haute, 
but  it  is  going  to  the  Chicago  market  and  is  not 
helping  to  relieve  the  shortage  in  Indiana.  It  is 
understood  that  the  suggestion  of  the  railroad 
commission  that  the  Southern  Indiana  deliver 
coal  at  Westport  for  the  gas  belt  trade  is  being 
completely  ignored  on  the  ground  that  the  South¬ 
ern  Indiana  is  afraid  that  the  Big  Four  will  not 
return  its  cars  promptly. 

The  E.  &  T.  H.  roads  have  been  delivering  a 


few  cars  daily  to  the  Big  Four  at  Terre  Haute, 
but  not  enough  to  cut  any  figure  in  the  market. 
Operators  say  that  the  Big  Four  is  practically  out 
of  the  coal  business  on  account  of  the  embargoes 
against  it  and  that  no  coal  is  being  consigned  to 
the  gas  belt  cifle3  over  it.  They  say,  however, 
that  the  Vandalia  is  giving  fairly  good  service  to 
the  mines  along  its  lines.  In  fact,  the  operators 
on  the  Vandalia  are  getting  the  cream  of  the 
business,  as  the  road  is  moving  coal  promptly, 
enabling  its  operators  to  keep  their  properties 
busy  nearly  straight  time. 

The  Pennsylvania  and  Lake  Erie  &  Western 
are  taking  a  little  Indiana  coal  into  the  gas  belt, 
but  not  enough  to  supply  the  demand.  The  gas 
belt  is  being  compelled  to  get  more  coal  from 
West  t^irginia  and  Pennsylvania  than  ever  before 
at  this  time  of  year.  It  is  costing  the  dealers  and 
large  consumers  there  about  the  same  at  the 
mines  as  the  best  Indiana  grades  would  cost,  but 
the  freight  rates  are  about  three  times  as  much 
as  they  would  be  on  Indiana  coal.  Dealers  here 
say  that  owing  to  the  car  shortage  the  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  operators  have  not  done  as  well  here, 
and  throughout  the  state  comparatively  as  those 
in  West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  which,  they 
say,  have  not  suffered  so  much  from  lack  of  trans¬ 
portation  facilities.  The  Illinois  Central  has  be¬ 
gun  taking  a  little  coal  over  its  Indianapolis 
Southern  branch  which  has  just  been  opened  to 
Linton  and  Switz  City,  but  not  enough  to  cut  any 
figure  in  market  conditions.  It  is  not  likely  that 
it  will  be  able  to  become  much  of  a  factor  with 
the  trade  during  the  present  winter. 

Retailers’  Supply  Short. 

Several  dealers  here  say  that  a  cold  wave  would 
soon  cause  great  suffering  throughout  the  smaller 
cities  in  the  state,  as  not  many  dealers  in  those 
places  have  laid  in  a  large  reserve  stock.  In 


fact,  comparatively  few  laid  by  a  supply  for  the 
winter  and  they  are  now  dependent  on  the  rail¬ 
roads  for  what  they  can  get.  Many  of  them  do 
not  have  as  much  as  two  or  three  car  loads  on 
hand  at  this  time.  With  the  present  crisis  in 
transportation  affairs,  dealers  here  say  it  would 
be  extremely  difficult  to  pre\  ent  suffering  through¬ 
out  the  state  if  there  should  be  a  cold  wave. 

The  surprising  feature  of  the  situation  is  that 
there  has  not  been  a  stiff  advance  in  prices  at  the 
mines  and  to  the  domestic  consumers.  Several 
large  dealers  here  said  today  that  they  haven’t 
attempted  to  get  any  new  business  for  six  weeks; 
that  it  required  all  their  time  and  energy,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  half  fill  their  contracts.  “We 
don’t  want  any  new  business  now”  is  the  remark 
most  of  them  make. 

There  is  a  ready  market  for  all  Indiana  coal 
offered  here  and  elsewhere  in  the  state,  and 
many  operators  have  abandoned  their  contracts 
and  are  selling  what  little  coal  they  get  out  to 
whoever  they  can  deliver  it  to  most  conveniently 
and  quickly. 


No  Advance  in  Prices. 


Run-of-mine  is  ranging  from  $1.10®  1.25  a  ton 
at  the  mines.  A  few  car  loads  have  been  sold 
above  $1.25  lately.  The  best  domestic  lump  has 
been  ranging  from  $1.75®2  and  screenings  from 
75@80  cents.  The  demand  is  steady  for  all 
grades  at  the  mines. 

The  large  local  retail  dealers  are  quoting  the 
following  prices  to  the  domestic  consumers; 


Anthracite,  nut  . $8.00 

Anthracite,  stove  . . .  8.00 
Anthracite,  egg  ....  8.00 
Anthracite,  grate  . . .  8.00 
Pocahontas,  fork  lump  6.25 
Pocahontas,  shovel 

lump  .  5.50 

Pocahontas,  mine-run.  5.00 
Pocahontas,  nut  and 

slack  .  3.75 

Kanawha,  lump  ....  4.75 

Kanawha,  nut  .  4.25 

Kanawha,  slack  .  3.25 

Pittsburg,  lu-mp  .  4.75 


Winifrede,  lump  ....$4.7.5 

Jackson,  lump  .  5.50 

Jackson,  slack  . 3.25 

Hocking  Valley,  lump  4.50 

Linton,  No.  4  lump. .  3.50 

Linton,  egg  .  3.50 

Brazil,  block  .  4.25 

Falling  Rock,  cannel.  6.00 
Blossburg  smithing  .  .  5.50 

Indiana  slack  .  2.00 

Lump  coke  .  6.00 

Crushed  coke  .  6.50 

Oven  egg  size  coke.  .  6.00 


GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 


Mandaback  Bros,  are  said  to  have  struck  a  good 
vein  of  coal  south  of  Washington,  in  Daviess 
county.  They  are  said  to  have  a  vein  six  and  a 
half  feet  thick  underlying  a  four  hundred-acre 
farm. 

Karl  H.  Bierach,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  conferring  with  op¬ 
erators  along  the  Southern  road  relative  to  a  plan 
to  build  large  docks  at  Evansville  and  to  make  it 
a  distributing  point  for  southern  Indiana  opera¬ 
tors.  The  deal,  it  is  said,  would  involve  an  out¬ 
lay  of  over  $150,000. 


Foreign  Freight  Ractes. 

W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  report  as  follows; 

Tonnage,  that  will  entertain  export  coal,  is 
still  scarce,  and  but  little  chartering  is  being  com¬ 
pleted,  the  scarcity  of  coal  also  influencing  the 
curtailment  of  this  business. 

Among  the  recent  charters  were  the  steamer 
‘Egholm,’  729  tons  register,  Newport  News  to 
Bermuda  at  $1.75,  and  steamer  Grib,  907  tons 
register,  Baltimore  to  Curacao  at  $2.25,  charter¬ 
ers  paying  foreign  port  charges. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows:  $1.45@$1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas : 
$2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.55@1.65  to  Cien- 
Eiegos;  $1.65@1.75  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75@1.80  to 
Santiago ;  $1.70@1.75  to  Colon ;  $1.90@2.00  to 
Port  of  Spain.  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.70  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.95@2.00  to  Barbados; 
$1.65@1.75  to  Kingston;  $1.50@1.60  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacao;  $1.90@2.00  to  Guadaloupe;  $2.40'  to 
Demerara;  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.60®  1.65  to  \’era 
Cruz;  $1.60@1.65  to  Tampico;  17@18s  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  lS@19s  to  Rosario;  17@lSs  to  Rio;  18® 
19s  -to  Santos;  12®13s  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $5.00@5.25  and  dis¬ 

charged  to  Manila;  $6.00  to  Japanese  ports. 

V 

It  is  feared  an  explosion  which  occurred  re¬ 
cently  at  the  No.  19  mine  of  the  Degnan  &  Mc¬ 
Connell  Coal  Co.,  Wilburton,  I.  T.,  caused  the 
loss  of  several  lives.  The  mine  has  been  known 
for  a  long  time  as  a  veritable  death-trap  and  so 
far  this  year  nineteen  deaths  have  occurred  at  the 
colliery. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  D.  Barrett,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  with  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on 
business. 

A.  Brenholtz,  president  of  the  General  Hock¬ 
ing  Fuel  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  made  a  business 
trip  to  Chicago  this  week. 

William  H.  Hockaday,  representing  Jewett, 
Bigelow  &  Brooks,  Detroit,  Mich.,  spent  several 
days  of  this  week  in  Chicago. 

G.  A.  Shirley.  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  sales  agent 
at  that  city  for  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  company. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  general  manager  of  the  White 
Oak  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  spent  several  days  in 
Chicago  this  week  while  on  a  business  trip. 

Big  Four  Coal  Co.  of  Ledbetter,  Fayette 
county,  Tex.,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  of  $25,000,  to  operate  lignite  coal  mines.  In¬ 
corporators  :  R.  P.  Hackworth,  George  Nott  and 
George  McClellan. 

The  Great  Western  Coal  Co.  at  Heathton, 
Colo.,  having  a  daily  output  of  150  tons,  are 
adding  new  machinery  and  equipment  to  increase 
the  daily  tonnage  to  five  hundred  tons.  An  aver¬ 
age  of  sixty  miners  are  now  on  the  pay  rolls. 

Chas.  Robb,  general  manager  of  the  Davis  Col¬ 
liery  Co.,  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week  on  business.  He  asserts  that  the  car  short¬ 
age  in  West  Virginia  mining  regions  is  worse 
than  at  any»time  in  the  history  of  coal  mining. 

The  spur  connecting  the  C.,  B.  &  Q.  railroad 
with  the  Chicago,  Zeieler  &  Gulf  railway  and 
the  property  of  the  Zeigler  Coal  Co.  at  Zeigler, 
Ill.,  has  been  completed  and  this  concern  is  now 
able  to  make  shipments  to  all  points  on  the  Burl¬ 
ington  system. 

The  Zeigler  District  Colliery  Co.,  Roanoke 
building,  Chicago,  have  completed  the  installa¬ 
tion  of  the  screens  at  their  mine  in  Franklin 
county,  Illinois,  and  will  begin  shipping  prepared 
coal  over  the  Burlington  road  on  December 
twenty-second. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Brooks-Harrison  Fuel  Co.,  Boulder,  Colo.,  which 
has  purchased  the  Murphy  tract  of  coal  lands  at 
Louisville  and  has  sunk  a  fifty-foot  shaft  to  a 
good  vein  of  coal.  The  company  expects  to  be¬ 
gin  shipping  January  first. 

The  Jones  Coal  Co.  of  Hametown,  Ohio,  is 
opening  a  mine  about  a  mile  south  of  that  town, 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Hammer  farm.  All 
the  machinery  and  equipment  is  on  the  ground 
and  work  will  be  commenced  at  once.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  mine  will  be  open  in  thirty  days. 

The  Prairie  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.  of  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.,  has  filed  articles  of  incorporation 
with  the  secretary  of  state,  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000,  of  which  $10,000  has  been  sub¬ 
scribed.  The  corporators  are  T.  W.  M.  Brown, 
president;  H.  B.  Sails,  vice-president,  and  J.  D. 
Chastain,  Secretary  and  treasurer. 

According  to  Phil  M.  Gallagher,  manager  of 
the  Bear  Creek  Coal  Co.’s  properties,  Billings, 
Mont.,  there  are  more  than  one  hundred  cars 
loaded  with  coal  from  the  Bear  Creek  mines 
ready  to  be  shipped  to  the  various  markets,  and 
they  cannot  be  moved  on  account  of  the  alleged 
fact  that  the  Northern  Pacific  company  lacks  mo¬ 
tive  power. 

M.  M.  Kline,  president  of  the  Kline  Briquette 
Co.,  824  Missouri  Trust  Building,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
was  in  Chicago  for  several  days  this  week  on  a 
business  trip.  He  reports  that  his  company  is 
five  months  behind  on  its  orders  for  briquette 
machinery,  and  he  is  now  erecting  a  plant  at 
Rockdale,  Texas,  where  the  poorest  quality  of 
lignite  coal  is  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
briquettes. 

The  production  of  coal  during  the  holidays  no 
doubt  will  be  greatly  mitigated  on  account  .of 
the  miners  giving  more  attention  to  having  a 
good  time  than  to  the  minin"  of  coal.  It  has 
been  stated  by  some  critics  that  America  is  too 
prosperous  and  labor  is  too  well  paid.  Such 
critics  allege  that  when  labor  is  too  well  paid  it 
can  afford  to  lay  idle.  The  trouble  no  doubt  is 
in  the  lack  of  high  ideals  which  would  induce  the 


laborer  to  make  his  services  most  efficient  to  his 
employer. 

It  is  reported  through  E.  G.  Hickey,  a  coal 
sales  agent  of  Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  that  the  mines_  at 
Huntington,  Jenny  Lind,  Hartford  and  Denning 
were  shut  down  because  of  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  in  declaring  the  screening  law  con¬ 
stitutional.  The  mines  in  question  have  been 
running  on  the  lump  coal  basis,  and  it  is  alleged 
that  the  operators  are  uiiable  to  operate  their 
mines  at  a  profit  under  the  screening  law. 

The  railroad  commissioners  at  Topeka,  Kas., 
have  sent  notices  to  all  the  railroads  in  the  state 


asking  for  information  as  to  the  available  car 
supply.  These  reports  are  expected  to  cover  the 
number  and  disposition  of  all  cars,  facilities  for 
handling  and  time  required  and  the  motive  [lower 
in  use  by  the  roads.  The  board  has  issued  the 
following  statement  of  what  is  being  done :  “Tht 
board  has  been  making  a  general  investigation  of 
the  existing  freight  service  cojidition  in  the  state 
and  has  sent  to  the  management  of  each  road  a 
request  for  specific  information  in  this  regard. 
The  investigation  will  be  concluded  at  an  early 
date  and  the  board  will  render  a  report  thereof 
to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  as  per 
its  request.” 


E.  H.  Irwin. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Irwin,  who  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago 
and  the  west  for  a  great  many  years  as  manager  and  vice-president  of  Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher 
building,  Chicago,  and  also  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Chicago  &  Marion  Coal  Co., 
operating  a  mine  in  Williamson  county,  Illinois,  has  resigned  his  offices  in  both  of  these 
companies,  the  resignation  to  take  effect  January  first. 

Mr.  Irwin  has  taken  a  very  active  interest  in  southern  Illinois  mining  operations 
ever  since  Hull  &  Co.  acquired  control  of  the  Chicago  &  Marion  Co.  some  three  years  ago. 
and  has  grown  more  and  more  enthusiastic  over  the  future  possibilities  of  that  .great  coal 
field,  and  has  now  dejermined  to  cast  his  lot  entirely  with  that  district,  and  will  take  uj) 
his  residence  at  Marion,  the  headquarters  of  many  of  the  large  mining  companies,  early 
in  the  coming  year,  and  will  devote  his  energies  to  developing  his  interests  hi  that  section. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  coming  to  Chicago  with  Hull  &  Co.,  when  they 
transferred  their  headquarters  from  Louisville  to  this  city  something  over  eleven  years  ago. 

Mr.  Irwin  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  Order  Kokoal,  being  No.  79 
of  that  organization.  He  has  a  host  of  friends  in  Chicago  and  the  west  who  wish  him 
every  success  in  his  new  field  of  labor. 
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Inadequate  transportation  facilities  have  become  a 
The  Car  Shortage  menace  to  commerce.  The  time  is  ripe  for  con- 
Convention.  certed  action  on  the  part  of  shippers.  From  almost 
every  part  of  the  country  we  are  hearing  cries  of 
discrimination,  car  shortage  and  irrational  rulings  on  the  part  of  rail¬ 
roads  relative  to  switching,  etc.  It  is  alleged  that  the  freight  cars 
are  moving  not  as  fast  as  the  canal  boats  in  the  days  of  old,  and  that  . 
shippers  everywhere  are  losing  thousands  of  dollars  on  account  of 
excessive  delays.  The  real  reasons  for  freight  congestion,  delayed  ship¬ 
ments  and  alleged  shortage  of  equipment,  motive  power  or  trackage,  have 
not  been  fully  ascertained.  The  commerce  commission,  in  its  investiga¬ 
tions  at  various  points  has  heard  enough  testimony  to  satisfy  it  that  the 
condition  of  affairs  is  very  serious  and  that  the  business  interests  of 
the  country  are  greatly  injured.  In  some  cases  it  has  been  found  that 
the  shippers  are  as  much  to  blame  as  the  railroads.  They  find  it  cheaper 
to  pay  low  demurrage  charges  than  to  store  freight.  If  the  railroads 
would  offer  a  premium  for  the  prompt  unloading  of  cars  it  is  possible 
that  shippers  would  at  once  make  other  arrangements  and  liberate  a 
large  number  of  cars  for  immediate  distribution.  Many  public  men 
recommend  drastic  measures  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  would 
greatly  improve  the  situation  if  adopted.  The  subject  is  so  intricate  and 
statistics  relative  to  many  important  matters  are  so  difficult  to  obtain 
that  it  is  practically  impossible  for  any  one  person  to  make  a  rational 
judgment  on  the  situation.  The  proposed  shippers’  convention,  to  be 
held  in  Chicago  early  next  month,  bringing  together  leading  shippers 
from  every  part  of  the  country,  will  do  much  to  solve  the  problem 
because  it  will  bring  out  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  a  discussion  of 
circumstances  indispensable  to  the  framing  of  any  measure  of  highest 
advantage  to  all  concerned. 


The  railroads  exist  for  the  industries,  not  the  industries  for  the 
railroads.  The  common  carriers  have  been  granted,  from  the  states, 
valuable  franchises  and  it  is  right  that  the  shippers  of  the  country  should 
demand  that  the  railroads  give  in  return  for  these  franchises  an  efficient 
transportation  service.  The  railroads  are  thoroughly  organized;  they 
have  for  years  employed  the  best  legal  talent  and  have  induced  legisla¬ 
tion  and  technically  framed  laws  for  their  highest  interests.  The  ship¬ 
pers  of  the  country  must  also  organize  in  order  that  their  highest 
interests  and  the  industries  of  the  country  may  be  served  most  advan¬ 
tageously. 

The  National  Shippers’  convention,  which  is  called  tor  January  fourth, 
1907,  to  meet  at  Chicago,  should  have  the  hearty  support  of  every  shipper  in 
the  country.  The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  under  the  Hepburn 
amendment  has  no  authority  to  compel  the  railroads  to  change  their  methods 
of  operation.  They  can  simply  recommend.  They  are  desirous  of  receiving 
the  complaints  of  shippers  in  order  that  they  may  rationally  recommend  to 
congress  legislation  which  will  be  of  highest  interest  to  all  concerned.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  commission  is  doing  the  best  they  can  under  the  circum¬ 
stances.  Shippers  should  not  be  impatient,  but  give  as  much  help  as  possible 
to  the  movement. 


If  every  common  carrier  were  under  the  absolute 
Transportation  control  of  the  government  every  trust  would  get 
The  Life  Blood  down  on  its  knees  within  twenty-four  hours.  There 
of  Progress.  would  be  no  object  in  manufacturing  goods  which 
could  not  be  transported  to  market.  This  same  principle  applies  to  the 
producer  and  manufacturer.  When  transportation  is  inadequate  to  take 
care  of  the  products  of  the  mills,  the  mines  and  the  soil,  there  is  no 
market  beyond  local  consumption,  and  progress  is  nipped  in  the  bud. 
There  is  no  factor  in  Chinese  civilization  which  has  hindered  progress 
so  much  as  the  lack  of  facilities  to  get  goods  to  market.  This  has  the 
natural  effect  of  inducing  the  production  of  only  enough  goods  for  the 
daily  wants  of  the  people  adjacent  to  the  base  of  supply.  There  is  no 
incentive  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  create  a  machine  that  will  do  the 
work  of  a  dozen  men.  In  fact  the  chief  aim  of  such  a  state  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  is  to  spread  out  the  work  as  much  as  possible  in  order  that  it  will 
require  the  largest  number  of  men  to  accomplish  it.  This  condition,  of 
course,  makes  Chinese  labor  the  cheapest  in  the  world.  The  cost  of 
transportation  is  always  a  fixed  percentage  of  the  cost  of  a  commodity. 
As  transportation  decreases  wages  increase.  This  condition  at  once 
causes  extra  demand  for  manufactured  goods  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
which  condition  develops  our  industries,  and  all  the  essential  elements 
of  our  civilization.  Transportation,  therefore,  is  the  mighty  power 
which  can  make  or  ruin  any  section  of  country.  It  is  the  greatest 
monopoly  in  the  world.  It  holds  in  its  mighty  grip  the  keys  of  pros¬ 
perity,  famine  and  panic.  It  forms  a  large  percentage  of  the  cost  of  coal. 
It  is  generally  conceded  that  restriction  of  trade  is  wrong.  This  is 
because  barter  is  indispensable  to  progress.  It  therefore  follows  that 
the  best  conditions  for  foreign  and  domestic  commerce  demand  that  the 
cost  of  transportation  be  as  low  as  possible.  This  means  that  the  com¬ 
mon  carriers  of  the  country  should  be  operated  on  an  actual  cost  basis 
similar  to  the  postoffice  system.  The  field  of  transportation  is  no  place 
for  stock  jobbing  and  private  enterprise. 

It  is  claimed  that  our  railroads  are  capitalized  at  13,000  million 
dollars  and  that  the  average  cost  of  building  these  railroads,  including 
equipment,  is  approximately  6,000  million  dollars.  The  other  7,000 
million  dollars  is  known  as  water  and  has  been  divided  up  among  the 
railroad  stock  jobbers.  The  industries  of  the  country  are  therefore 
paying  one  hundred  per  cent  more  for  the  transportation  of  freight 
than  they  would  pay  if  the  railroads  were  operated  on  an  actual  cost 
basis.  The  manipulators  of  one  of  these  railroad  systems  has  recently 
been  in  the  public  eye.  It  has  just  declared  a  dividend  of  eight  per 
cent.  This  road  is  capitalized  at  $134,000  a  mile,  which  is  $114,000  a 
mile  more  than  it  cOst  to  build  it,  the  average  construction  costing 
$20,000  a  mile.  The  public  reads  the  report  of  dividends  and  notes  that 
the  stock  pays  eight  per  cent,  which  of  course  is  not  excessive.  Since 
the  capitalization  is  six  and  a  half  times  greater  than  it  ought  to  be,  the 
dividend  declared  is  really  over  fifty  per  cent  and  the  industries  along 
the  line  of  the  road  are  paying  six  times  as  much  for  the  transportation 
of  their  products  as  they  ought  to  pay.  Freight  rates  are  constantly 
advancing.  Car  shortage  has  predominated  for  the  last  ten  j’ears.  The 
car  shortage  is  the  most  potent  excuse  for  advancing  freight  rates  and 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  shippers  from  the  stock  jobbing  game.  It 
is  no  doubt  true  that  there  is  a  lack  of  equipment  today  and  the  car 
shops  are  far  behind  on  their  orders,  but  during  all  these  years  of  car 
shortage  it  should  have  been  possible  for  the  railroads  to  have  secured 
sufficient  equipment. 


No.  35] 


THE  B LACK  DIAMOND 


27 


The  Value  of  Electricity  irv 


Much  has  been  written  on  the  subject  of 
electric  winding,  but  little  has  been  done  with 
regard  to  the  application  of  electricity  to  wind¬ 
ing.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  difficulty  of 
coupling  motors  satisfactorily  to  existing 
drums.  Steam  winding  engines,  as  at  present 
used  in  this  country,  are  among  the  most  in¬ 
efficient  applicances  about  a  colliery,  owing  to 
the  large  amount  of  power  for  starting  and 
accelerating  the  load;  the  steam  consumption 
of  these  engines  per  horse-power-hour  of 
actual  work  done,  in  raising  coal,  varies  from 
fifty  to  130  pounds  or  more  in  many  cases. 

The  most  modern  steam  plant,  even  when 
fitted  with  automatic  expansion  gear  and  ex¬ 
hausting  into  a  condenser, 
cannot  compare  .  with  an 
electric  winding  plant 
from  an  economical  point 
of  view.  The  certainty 
and  simplicity  of  control, 
and  the  handiness  of  elec¬ 
tric  winding  gear,  the  uni¬ 
form  torque  of  the  mo¬ 
tors,  which  allows  the  fly¬ 
wheel  effect  of  the  wind¬ 
ing  engine  to  be  reduced 
to  the  smallest  possible 
amount,  while  a  steam  en¬ 
gine  must  in  many  cases 
have  a  greater  flywheel  ef¬ 
fect,  due.  to  its  recipro¬ 
cating  action,  are  strong 
recommendations. 

Electric  Haulage. 

The  question  of  electric 
haulage  in  mines  appears 
to  have  been  settled  in 
the  affirmative  by  reason 
of  the  large  practical  suc¬ 
cess  which  has  been  at¬ 
tained  both  in  the  United 
States  and  elsewhere. 

While  the  cost  of  main- 
teiiance  is  less  with  elec¬ 
trical  haulage  than  with 
any  other  method,  the 
greatest  economy  appears 
in  the  question  of  reduced 
attendance.  The  replace¬ 
ment  of  steam  haulage  by 
electricity  has  in  some 
cases  enabled  the  output 
to  be  doubled,  while  the 
cost  at  the  same  time  re¬ 
duced  to  about  one-tenth 
that  of  animal  haulage. 

Electric  locomotives, 
both, for  mine  and  surface 
haulage,  as  at  present  con¬ 
structed  are  thoroughly 
.  sound  and  efficient  ma¬ 
chines.  In  general  the 
motors  are  of  the  steel 
clad  enclosed  railway  type, 
the  controllers  have  mag¬ 
netic  blowouts  which  pre¬ 
vent  arcing  between  con¬ 
tacts,  and  are,  together 
with  the  resistance  and 
motor,  specially  designed 
and  constructed  for  min¬ 
ing  service.  Standard  sizes 
of  these  locomotives  range 
from  sixteen  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  horse  power  or  over,  weighing  respec¬ 
tively  two  and  thirteen  tons.  The  track  gauge 
may  be  anything  from  eight  inches  upward 
and  the  minimum  height  exclusive  of  trolleys, 
respectively,  thirty-two  and  thirty-six  inches, 
so  it  will  be  noted  what  a  very  small  amount 
of  head  room  these  locomotives  require. 

Where  rope  haulage  plants  are  already  in 
use,  and  where  conditions  are  not  suitable  for 
locomotives,  the  electric  motor  can,  with  ad¬ 
vantage,  replace  the  steam  engine  for  driving 
the  drum.  When  the  endless  rope  system  is 
employed,  a  constant  speed  motor  drives  the 
drum  continually  in  one  direction.  With  the 
main  and  tail  system,  two  drums  may  be  con¬ 


necting  to  a  reversing  motor  or  to  two  sepa¬ 
rate  motors.  Where  polyphase  current  is  used, 
it  is  advisable,  unless  a  friction  clutch  be'  used, 
to  operate  the  haulage  gear  by  means  of  a 
slip-ring  motor,  the  controller  and  switches 
being  immersed  in  oil  of  a  high  flash  point. 
When  a  friction  clutch  is'  used,  the  squirrel 
cage  motor  can  be  used. 

The  absence  of  sensitive  parts  is  an  immense 
advantage  where  motors  are  entrusted  to  the 
care  of  unskilled  men  and  exposed  to  much 
dirt,  dust  or  damp.  The  motor  is  as  simple  as 
a  grindstone  and  will  run  continuously  with 
no  further  attention  than  that  required  to  fill 
the  oil  wells.  It  may  be  pulled  up  dead  by 


A  Train  of 


A  HINT  FOR  SAINT  NICHOLAS. 

•Empties”  Would  Be  Appreciated  by  the  Mine  Operator 

rent. 


modern  design  have  since  been  designed,  en¬ 
abling  electric  motors  to  be  attached  with  but 
a  single  gear  reduction,  the  speeds  of  such 
pumps  varying  froin  160  to  300  r.  p.  m.,  accord¬ 
ing  to  size. 

High  lift  turbine  pumps  are  now  being  used 
extensively,  the  cost  of  making  foundation  and 
excavating  rooms  for  them  is  less  than  for  a 
reciprocating  pump  of  similar  capacity,  be¬ 
cause  the  turbine  pumps  operate  at  a  very 
much  higher  speed  (such  a  speed  indeed  that 
the  motors  have  to  be  specially  designed  for 
running  them),  and  consequently  the  pump  and 
motor  are  very  much  more  compact.  There 
are  no  air  vessels,  there  is  no  water-hammer¬ 
ing  in  the  pipes  and  the 
flow  is  continuous. 

The  most  important  fac¬ 
tor  limiting  the  speed  is 
the  quality  of  the  water 
passing  through  the  pump; 
if  the  water  is  dirty  and 
gritty,  the  speed  should 
be  moderate  as  possible, 
owing  to  the  excessive 
wear  of  the  internal  parts 
of  the  pump  if  it  is  run¬ 
ning  at  as  high  a  speed 
as  it  can  with  clean  water. 
It  is  impossible  to  fix  any 
hard-and-fast  rule  about 
the  relation  of  capacity  to 
head,  but  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  at  ordinary  speeds,  to 
obtain  the  best  results 
with  a  pump  of  moderate 
price,  the  number  of  gal¬ 
lons  per  minute  should 
be  about  equal  to  the 
number  of  feet  in  total 
head.  As  an  example,  a 
pump  designed  to  deliver 
500  gallons  per  minute 
against  a  head  of  500  feet 
would  give  an  efficiency 
of  not  less  than  seventy- 
two  per  cent,  while  the 
best  efficiency  possible 
with  a  pump  designed  to 
deliver  50  gallons  against 
the  same  head  would  only 
be  about  sixty  per  cent. 
Where  the  conditions  are 
such  as  demand  variation 
in  head,  this  can  be  easily 
obtained  within  certain 
limits  by  adopting  a  mul¬ 
tistage  turbine,  arranged 
so  that  one  or  more  of 
the  impellers  can  be  cut 
out,  either  by  removing 
the  impellers  from  the 
pump  or  by  the  use  of  a 
special  bypass.  Should  the 
quantity  only  require  to 
be  varied,  the  result  can 
generally  be  obtained  with 
a  little  loss  of  efficiency 
by  throttling  the  dis¬ 
charge.  The  very  best 
type  of  motor  for  coup¬ 
ling  up  for  turbine  pumps 
is  undoubtedly  the  squir¬ 
rel  cage  motor,  whose 
starting  current  is  not  ex¬ 
cessive  and  will  probably 
not  exceed  full  load  cur- 


extreme  overload  without  injury,  a  thing  im¬ 
possible  with  any  other  type  of  motor;  it  is 
capable  of  developing  a  torque  several  times 
its  normal  full  load  torque  and  is  therefore 
not  liable  to  be  stopped  by  momentary  over¬ 
load. 

Electric  Pumping. 

One  of  the  earliest  applications  of  electri¬ 
city  in  mining  operations  was  that  of  operating 
mining  pumps.  With  the  earlier  slow  speed 
reciprocating  pumps  a  double  speed  reduction 
was  necessary  to  enable  the  motors  to  be  con¬ 
nected.  High-speed  reciprocating  pumps  of 


In  general,  it  appears  that  the  application  of 
electric  power  in  collieries  means  not  only  a 
large  reduction  in  the  cost  of  coal  mined,  but 
also  in  increased  output  and  all-round  better 
working  conditions.  A  tabulation  of  the  costs 
of  mining  power  for  various  operations  under 
the  old  system  and  the  new  in  several  collieries 
shows  that  the  annual  saving  in  consequence 
of  using  electric  plant  is  so  large  as  to  enable 
the  plant  to  pay  for  itself  in  a  few  years. 
There  are  other  economies  which  are  less 
easily  reduced  to  definite  figures  than  the  fuel 
and  lalior  items.  The  use  of  electrical  appliances 
will  no  doubt  constantly  increase. 
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Call  for  the  National  Reciprocal  Derrwirrage 
Law  Convention  at  Chicago  Jan.  4th. 

Every  Member  of  the  Coal  Indvistry  Owes  Allegiance  to  This  Movement. 


The  coal  industry  is  suffering  so  much  from 
inadequate  transportation  facilities  that  the  time 
has  come  when  something  must  be  done.  The 
leading  shippers  in  every  line  of  industry  are 
interested  in  the  national  shippers’  convention 
to  be  held  in  Chicago  January  fourth.  The 
Hlack  Diamond  will  keep  the  coal  industry  in¬ 
formed  relative  to  all  developments  and  the 
place  where  the  meeting  will  be  held. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  is  con¬ 
ducting  an  investigation  into  the  question  of  car 
shortage  throughout  the  United  States.  Com¬ 
missioner  Franklin  K.  Lane  has  been  investi¬ 
gating  this  subject  for  some  time.  The  first 
hearing  was  held  in  the  northwest.  This  in¬ 
vestigation  was  continued  in  Chicago  Thursday 
and  Friday  of  this  week.  Commissioner  Lane 
asserts : 

“The  most  serious  problem  which  faces  the 
shipping  public  today  is  that  of  getting  traffic 
moved.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  there 
are  millions  of  tons  of  freight  awaiting  ship¬ 
ment  at  the  present  time  in  the  United  States 
which  the  railroads  confess  themselves  unable 
promptly  to  handle.  Whether  there  is  an  ac¬ 
tual  car  shortage  or  not  is  a  question  that  only 
full  inquiry  can  determine;  but  that  there  is 
fault  to  be  found  with  the  manner  in  which 
cars  are  used  seems  to  be  generally  conceded 
by  all  traffic  men.  In  the  northwest,  the  farm¬ 
ers  of  the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota  have  filled 
the  elevators  along  the  lines  of  the  railroads 
and  are  stacking  their  wheat  in  great  bins 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  deep  and  covering  an  acre 
or  more  of  ground.  At  the  same  time  there  is 
ample  room  for  all  of  this  wheat  in  the  terminal 
elevators  af  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  Minneapolis, 
Duluth  and  Superior. 

“At  the  recent  hearing  of  the  Commission  in 
Minneapolis,  President  Hill,  of  the  Great  North¬ 
ern  road,  laid  the  responsibility  for  the  amount 
of  wheat  that  was  still  at  the  local  stations  upon 
the  terminal  elevator  companies,  but  these  com¬ 
panies  came  before  the  Commission  and  showed 
that  they  had  capacity  for  over  eighty  millions  of 
bushels  more  than  they  were  already  using. 
Many  line  elevators  are  closed,  and  bear  signs 
saying,  ‘This  elevator  is  full.  We  can  buy  no 
more  grain  because  we  cannot  get  hauled  to 
market  the  grain  we  already  have.’ 

Claims  of  Discrimination. 

“The  farmers  who  are  unable  to  sell  their 
grain  complain  that  the  railroads  are  hauling 
other  traffic  and  preferring  it,  knowing  that  they 
are  bound  in  time  to  get  the  hauling  of  the 
wheat.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  price  of  wheat 
will  fall  and  the  farmer  will  be  the  sufferer. 
The  Commission  has  representatives  making  an 
investigation,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Com¬ 
mission  that  all  who  have  complaint  to  make 
regarding  shortage  of  facilities  and  equipment 
should  make  such  complaint  known  to  the  Com¬ 
mission  by  letter  or  by  telegram.  These  ques¬ 
tions  are  among  those  upon  which  specific  in¬ 
formation  is  desired : 

“1.  What  amount  of  freight  has  been  offered 
for  shipment  at  your  station  which  the  rail¬ 
roads  have  not  hauled,  and  what  reason  has 
been  given  for  not  transporting  the  same? 

“2.  Are  empty  cars  allowed  to  remain  upon 
sidetracks  or  in  yards  for  any  length  of  time? 

“3.  Are  loaded  cars  held  an  unusual  length 
of  time  before  being  hauled  to  destination? 

“4.  Is  it  the  policy  of  the  railroads,  as  shown 
by  their  practice  to  make  use  only  of  large  cars 
of  recent  construction  and  abandon  the  use  of 
the  older  and  smaller  cars? 

“5.  Has  any  industry  or  any  commodity  diffi¬ 
culties  in  securing  supply  of  cars  not  suffered 
by  other  industries  or  commodities 

“Some  of  the  roads  upon  which  there  is  the 
greatest  congestion  of  traffic  complain  that  while 
they  have  been  making  every  effort  possible  to 
meet  the  demands  for  cars,  and  have  a  suffi¬ 
cient  supply  for  their  own  needs,  other  lines 


have  taken  possession  of  their  cars  to  such  an 
extent  that  they  are  without  adequate  equip¬ 
ment  today.  The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co. 
makes  the  astonishing  .statement  that  approxi¬ 
mately  eighty  per  cent  of  its  cars  arc  not  on  its 
own  lines.  Some  complaints  which  reach  us  go 
to  show  that  smaller  roads  are  capturing  cars 
of  the  larger  roads  and  paying  the  established 
2.5  cents  per  day  rate  for  the  use  of  those  cars 
rather  than  attempt  to  supply  themselves  with 
the  necessary  facilities.  Other  complaints  are 
to  the  effect  that  an  effort  is  made  by  some  of 
the  railroads  to  make  a  record  in  the  operating 
expenses  and  the  hauling  of  freight ;  that  only 
the  more  powerful  locomotives  are  used  and 
these  are  attached  to  very  heavy  trains  which 
move  not  more  than  an  average  of  twenty  to 
twenty-five  miles  in  a  day. 

Snail-Like  Movement  of  Traffic. 

“It  is  even  stated  that  traffic  does  not  begin  to 
move  as  fast  as  several  years  ago;  that  in  an 
effort  to  bring  about  economical  results  the 
trains  are  loaded  to  their  fullest  capacity.” 

Our  country  is  in  a  most  prosperous  condi¬ 
tion,  and  the  demand  for  all  kinds  of  commodi¬ 
ties  is  as  great  as  producers  can  take  care  of, 
if  not  greater.  In  many  lines  of  industry,  es¬ 
pecially  in  manufacturing  industries,  manufac¬ 
turers  are  way  behind  on  orders.  It  is  certainly 
exasperating  to  business  men  when  they  are  de¬ 
barred  from  doing  all  they  can  do,  not  because 
of  any  lack  of  demand,  but  because  of  the  ina¬ 
bility  of  transportation  companies  to  deliver 
goods  to  customers.  It  is  unusually  exasper¬ 
ating  when  they  are  obliged  to  curtail  their  pro¬ 
ductive  power  and  operate  expensive  plants  at 
less  than  full  capacity,  because  they  cannot  de¬ 
liver  the  goods  to  those  who  want  them  and 
have  ordered  them,  or  when  they  are  obliged 
to  pile  up  goods  awaiting  the  convenience  or 
ability  of  the  railroads  to  furnish  sufficient 
equipment  and  power.  This  is  a  condition  that 
exists  today. 

The  most  important  subjects  before  shippers 
are:  The  prompt  moving  of  freight,  the  uni¬ 
form  bill  of  lading,  uniform  classification,  the 
question  of  the  sums  of  two  locals,  and  recipro¬ 
cal  demurrage. 

Hon.  Martin  B.  Madden,  who  is  a  member 
of  Congress,  suggests  that  a  bill  should  be 
drafted  for  presentation  to  Congress  to  require 
a  minimum  daily  movement  of  all  interstate 
shipments,  the  shipper  to  receive  demurrage  for 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  to  deliver 
goods  at  destination  within  a  reasonable  time. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission  could  prepare  statistics  to  show  the 
present  average  daily  movement  of  cars  in  tran¬ 
sit,  and  from  these  figures  it  would  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  calculate  a  minimum  number  of  miles 
which  a  car  should  be  carried  for  each  twenty- 
four  hours  after  delivery  to  carrier.  The  law 
might  require  that  this  minimum  movement 
should  be  increased  from  year  to  year.  The 
“safety  appliance”  law,  for  example,  required 
each  road  to  equip  a  certain  percentage  of  its 
cars  each  year  with  air  brakes  and  automatic 
couplers,  and  through  the  gradual  operation  of 
this  law  practically  all  the  freight  cars  in  serv¬ 
ice  are  now  properly  equipped.  A  similar  grad¬ 
uation  in  the  requirement  of  minimum  move¬ 
ment  would  give  the  roads  time  to  discover 
and  correct  the  causes  for  the  long  delays  that 
occur  under  present  conditions. 

Reciprocal  Demurrage. 

Many  shippers  who  have  investigated  this 
question  believe  that  reciprocal  demurrage  and 
a  “minimum  daily  movement”  requirement 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  same  law.  The 
railroads  have  no  moral  right  to  charge  the 
shipper  demurrage  so  long  as  they  take  their 
time  in  furnishing  cars  for  outgoing  business. 
They  are  only  able  to  enforce  demurrage 


charges  because  they  are  well  organized,  while 
shippers  have  not  been  organized  to  defend 
themselves.  Delays  in  transit  are  even  worse 
than  the  trouble  in  getting  cars.  Wherever  the 
shipper  has  competition,  the  roads  will  exert 
themselves  to  furnish  cars  because  they  want 
the  business,  but  after  they  get  it  the  shipper 
has  no  means  of  preventing  delays  in  deliver¬ 
ing  to  his  customer. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  large  shippers 
at  important  railway  centers  do  not  always  pay 
demurrage,  and  they  can  withhold  their  busi¬ 
ness  from  the  roads  which  do  not  give  prompt 
service  in  delivery  to  consignees.  Since  rebates 
were  cut  off,  it  is  claimed  by  some  that  many 
large  shippers  get  their  demurrage  charges  can¬ 
celled,  no  matter  how  long  they  may  hold  the 
cars. 

The  small  shipper,  especially  at  interior  points, 
does  not  have  a  leverage  on  the  roads,  either 
to  get  cars  or  to  get  prompt  delivery  of  goods 
in  transit,  and  it  is  to  protect  the  small  ship¬ 
pers,  especially  at  interior  points,  that  recipro¬ 
cal  demurrage  and  a  minimum  daily  movement 
in  transit  are  necessary. 

It  is  expected  that  shippers  will  soon  in¬ 
troduce  in  the  legislature  a  “reciprocal  demur¬ 
rage”  bill.  Such  a  bill  will  appeal  very  strongly 
to  the  coal  interests  because  this  commodity  is,  as 
a  rule,  handled  less  promptly  than  any  other 
freight,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  is  a  very 
important  source  of  revenue  to  a  majority  of  the 
railroads. 

The  bill  introduced  in  the  last  legislature  con¬ 
tained  sections  impossible  to  enforce,  and  received 
the  adverse  votes  of  a  great  many  members  who 
were  really  in  favor  of  intelligent  legislation 
along  this  line.  We  believe  that  a  bill  drawn  on 
the  proper  lines  will  be  supported  by  not  only  the 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  but 
by  shippers  and  railroads  themselves.  Such  a  law, 
we  believe,  should  embody  the  following  provi¬ 
sions  : 

Lack  of  Equipment 

Prompt  furnishing  of  cars  to  shippers,  the  dis¬ 
tribution  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  rail¬ 
road  commission  to  the  extent  that  duplicates  of 
the  daily  reports  received  by  the  railway  depart¬ 
ment  distributing  cars,  be  furnished  to  the  com¬ 
mission,  showing  the  number  of  orders  received, 
the  supply  of  cars  available,  and  where  the  cars 
are  applied,  to  insure  a  fair  distribution  of  cars 
on  hand. 

In  cases  where  a  serious  shortage  of  available 
cars  develops,  the  railroad  commission  should  be 
empowered  to  bring  suit  against  the  railroad 
company  at  fault,  to  compel  them  to  supply  addi¬ 
tional  cars  by  purchase  or  loan. 

Loaded  cars  to  be  moved  from  the  loading  sta¬ 
tion  promptly,  and  to  travel  a  certain  distance 
each  day. 

After  empty  cars  are  supplied  for  loading,  the 
shippers  to  be  allowed  a  certain  length  of  time, 
carrying  with  the  commodity  and  size  of  the  car, 
to  complete  loading,  and  in  the  event  it  is  ready 
to  go  before  that  time  has  expired,  a  credit  to  be 
given  for  the  usual  time. 

When  loaded  cars  reach  destination  consignees 
to  be  allowed  a  certain  period  for  unloading,  vary¬ 
ing  with  the  commodity  and  size  of  the  car,  they 
to  be  credited  for  any  unused  time. 

Demurrage  to  be  assessed  on  the  empty  or 
loaded  cars,  if  they  are  not  disposed  of  in  the 
required  time. 

To  arrive  at  a  fair  estimate  of  the  time  re¬ 
quired  to  handle  various  commodities,  the  legisla¬ 
ture  should  be  given  the  power  to  examine  leading 
shippers  and  railroad  agents. 

We  are  convinced  that  such  a  law,  drawn  after 
a  careful  investigation  of  conditions  existing  in 
every  line  of  business,  would  be  fair  to  all,  and 
that  the  railroad  could  easily  be  convinced  that 
the  increased  efficiency  in  their  equipment  would 
pay  many  times  over  the  amount  allowed  the  ship¬ 
pers  and  receivers  of  freight  for  handling  cars 
promptly. 
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It  should  be  practicable  to  establish  an  account 
for  the  larger  proportion  of  the  firms,  crediting 
them  with  unusual  time  in  loading  and  unloading 
cars,  and  allowing  them  to  use  this  credit  to 
pay  demurrage  on  cars  held  over  the  prescribed 
length  of  time. 

This  would  put  a  premium  on  the  prompt 
handling  of  cars  and  make  it  an  object  for  any 
concern  transacting  a  large  volume  of  business 
to  invest  money  in  labor-saving  devices  that 
would  enable  them  to  load  or  unload  cars  with¬ 
out.  delay. 

What  Some  Coal  Shippers 
Think. 

The  following  letter  was  sent  out  by  The 
Black  Diamond  to  one  thousand  shippers  of  coal, 
this  week: 

“Car  shortage  is  a  menace  to  commerce. 

“You  and  other  members  of  the  coal  industry 
are  losing  thousands  of  dollars  on  account  of 
delayed  shipments. 

“What  are  you  going  to  do  about  it? 

“Write  us  by  return  mail  yOur  views  on  this 
important  subject  for  publication  in  our  next  is¬ 
sue.  Remember  we  go  to  press  Thursday. 

“Leading  shippers  advocate  a  national  shippers’ 
convention  to  be  held  in  Chicago  January  fourth. 

“The  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  has  no 
authority  to  increase  the  dispatch  of  freight.  The 
only  remedy  is  a  national  reciprocal  demurrage 
law  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  Inter¬ 
state  commerce  act. 

“The  railroads  are  fully  organized,  employ  the 
best  legal  talent  and  have  for  years  induced  leg¬ 
islation  for  their  advantage.  If  a  car  of  coal 
stands  a  minute  over  the  time  limit  demurrage  is 
charged,  although  the  car  may  have  been  in 
transit  for  weeks.  This  is  unjust. 

“You  must  act  at  once  in  order  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  bill  may  be  properly  brought  before  con¬ 
gress.  Shippers  must  organize. 

“We  shall  push  the  campaign  vigorously  for  a 
practical  demurrage  law.” 

Response  From  Shippers. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  hundreds  of 
letters  The  Black  Diamond  has  received,  indi¬ 
cating  the  sentiment  of  the  coal  industry : 

W.  P.  Hubbs,  Coal  and  Coke,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

“I  am  in  sympathy  with  such  a  movement  and 
in  favor  of  a  national  reciprocal  demurrage  law, 
in  other  words,  a  law  that  will  compel  the  rail¬ 
road  company  to  move  loaded  cars  at  the  rate 
of  so  many  miles  a  day  every  twenty-four  .hours 
and  pay  demurrage  on  cars  not  moved  the  dis¬ 
tance  specified  by  law  each  twenty-four  hours, 
as  well  as  to  collect  demurrage  from  consignees 
for-  cars  that  stand  a  minute  over  time  before 
they  are  unloaded.  Such  a  law  would  be  just 
and  equitable,  and  I  think  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  should  bring  the  matter  before 
Congress  in  such  a  way.  that  it  will  become  a 
law.” 


The  Council  Bluffs  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa. 

“Yours  of  the  seventeenth  inst.  received  and 
I  reply  at  once.  The  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  expect  to  be  represented  at 
the  National  Shippers’  convention  to  be  held  in 
Chicago  January  fourth.  They  will  be  guided 
much  by  the  acts  of  this  meeting.  Our  direc¬ 
tors  expect  to  meet  very  soon,  when  a  plan  for 
the  two  states  will  be  outlined  Should  this 
meet  in  accordance  with  our  views  we  will  be 
only  too  glad  to  act  with  them.  I  believe  that 
the  only  remedy  is  a  national  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage  law  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Act. 

“We  will  keep  The  Black  Diamond  fully 
advised  as  to  our  acts  in  this  matter.  I  con¬ 
gratulate  you  in  the  start  you  are  making  and 
any  thing  that  the  .  Iowa  and  Nebraska  can  do 
for  the  good  of  the  cause,  call  us.” 


Frank  McGrew,  Coal  &  Coke,  Kankakee,  III. 

“  ‘Car  shortage’  is  the  greatest  misnomer  of 
the  present,  rushing,  pushing,  hustling  business 
age.  The  poor  old  fellow  is  compelled  to 
shoulder  the  sins,  mostly  of  omission,  of  in¬ 
competent  railroad  officials,  wealthy  speculative 
coal  jobbers  in  collusion  with  railroads,  lack  of 
motive  power  by  the  various  companies  and  a 


thousand  other  things.  If  the  statement  re¬ 
peatedly  made,  that  the  average  car  is-  in  mo¬ 
tion  but  one  hour  out  of  the  twenty-four  and 
travels  but  about  fifteen  miles  per  day,  is  cor¬ 
rect,  it  does  not  seem  much  of  a  problem  to 
locate  the  trouble.  If  the  railroads  would  spend 
less  money  on  large  and  expensive  terminal  fa¬ 
cilities  and  invest  the  money  in  motive  power, 
cars  could  be  kept  in  motion  from  initial  point 
to  place  of  delivery,  be  unloaded  and  returned 
to  the  mines  in  a  comparatively  short  time,  one 
car  doing  the  work  that  it  now  requires  three 
to  do.  There  is  but  one  solution  of  the  prob¬ 
lem  and  that  is  a  reciprocal  demurrage  law, 
drafted  in  a  spirit  of  fairness  to  the  railroads, 
but  stringent  enough  in  its  provisions  to  compel 
them  to  move  a  car  a  specified  number  of  miles 
daily  and  in  case  of  failure  to  do  so  to  pay  con¬ 
signee  a  reasonable  amount  as  demurrage.  If 
the  cars  now  in  the  service  of  the  railroads  of 
this  country  were  kept  in  motion  to  a  reason¬ 
able  extent  it  would  settle  the  car  shortage 
question  in  ten  days.  Jf  such  a  law  were  to 
be  enacted  and  enforced,  congestion  of  traffic 
at  terminals  would  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past, 
especially  if  a  clause  was  embodied  in  the  law 
restricting  the  free  time  at  terminals  to  not 
more  than  three  days.  I  was  told  by  one  of  the 
leading  officials  of  a  heavy  coal  carrying  rail¬ 
road  yesterday  that  at  that  time  they  had  900 
cars  of  coal  on  track  in  Chicago.  With  such 
a  condition  of  affairs  a  congestion  of  traffic  is 
a  foregone  conclusion.  I  heartily  favor  legis¬ 
lative  action  of  some  sort  on  this  proposition.” 


Union  Ice  &  Coal  Co.,  St.  Joseph,  Mich. 

“Yours  of  the  seventeenth  received  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  am  glad  to  hear  that  someone  is  work¬ 
ing  on  the  reciprocal  demurrage  question  and 
hope  it  will  be  made  a  law  soon. 

“It  is  not  asking  anything  unreasonable.  It 
is  all  one-sided  now.  We  have  two  cars  of 
Ohio  coal  on  the  way  now  that  were  shipped 
on  the  seventh  and  ninth  of  November  and  have 
not  arrived  yet. 

“If  we  had  that  law  now  we  would  of  re¬ 
ceived  those  cars  about  a  month  ago.  If  we 
don’t  receive  those  cars  there  is  a  loss  of  $30 
to  us. 

“We  just  received  notice  of  a  car  of  coal  that 
went  wrong  by  the  fault  of  the  railroad  that  we 
lost  $30  on.” 


Sage  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

“Briefly  replying  to  your  letter  in  reference 
to  ‘Car  Shortage  Is  a  Menace  to  Commerce.’ 

“First  question :  ‘What  are  you  going  to  do 
about  it?’  Obtain  and  demand  written  evidence 
and  at  once  submit  copies  of  this  evidence  to 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  showing  that  ‘Rules’  by  which  ship¬ 
pers  are  ‘to  be  governed  accordingly,’  are  dis¬ 
criminatory,  unjust,  illegal  and  in  violation  of 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Act. 

“Second  question:  ‘Will  you  help?’  Yes,  to 
the  limit  of  our  strength,  knowing  our  weak¬ 
ness  and  the  evidence  of  the  insurmountable 
difficulties  that  defeat  justice. 

‘'In  reference  to  remedies  suggested  in  your 
letter.  The  equity  as  between  the  people  and 
the  railroads  in  their  demand  for  a  federal  re¬ 
ciprocal  demurrage  law  should  not  be  debated. 
It  is  a  self-evident  legislative  necessity  as  to 
the  equity  between  the  railroads  and  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

“Your  suggestion,  ‘We  must  act  at  once,’  truly 
we  must,  individually  or  collectively.  Above  all 
things,  we  must  ‘do  something,’  no  matter  how 
little.  Agitation  that  does  not  promote  action 
had  better  be  suppressed  altogether.  The  mat¬ 
ter  is  up  to  each  and  all.  Let  us  work  and  act, 
knowing  it  to  be  our  duty.” 


Lumaghi  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

“Your  favor  of  the  seventeenth  at  hand. 

“We  believe  that  the  railroads  could  remedy 
the  car  shortage,  to  a  large  extent,  _  if  they 
would  handle  same  on  a  business  basis.  The 
only  great  fault  with  the  railroad  officials  is  that 
there  is  not  many  business  men  among  them. 

“We  believe  that  a  national  shippers’  con¬ 
vention  would  be  a  good  thing,  and  that  it 
would  help  all  interests  and  that  a  national  re¬ 
ciprocal  demurrage  law  is  a  thing  that  we  should 


have.  You  may  count  upon  us  attending  any 
convention  that  may  be  called  to  remedy  mat¬ 
ters  as  set  forth  in  your  letter.” 


Berry  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

“Replying  to  your  circular  letter  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth,  I  beg  to  advise  that  nothing  is  more  im¬ 
portant  at  the  present  moment  than  a  united  ac¬ 
tion  of  all  shippers  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  present  deplorable  condition  of  handling  and 
shipping  of  coal  and  coke  as  well  as  all  other 
merchandise. 

“The  congested  condition  of  cars  in  some  cen¬ 
ters  and  inability  and  neglect  of  the  railroads  to 
move  them,  the  lack  of  co-operation  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  lines  to  work  in  harmony  in  the  movement  of 
cars  has  caused  much  of  the  present  condition 
of  affairs. 

“The  railroad  companies  have  repeatedly  at¬ 
tempted  to  fix  the  responsibility  of  the  delays  in 
making  shipments  and  handling  of  cars  from 
themselves  to  the  dealers  and  attriluite  the  car 
shortage  to  the  delay  in  unloading  cars.  In  order 
to  support  themselves  in  this  matter,  they  are 
enforcing  car  service  rules  more  vigorously  than 
ever  before  and  while  the  Car  Service  Associa¬ 
tion  is  in  itself  an  excellent  institution,  the  abuses 
of  the  Car  Service  Association  brought  about  by 
placing  the  entire  power  and  control  in  the  hands 
of  one  man  and  enforcement  of  its  arbitrary 
rules  which  necessitates  the  payment  of  all  bills 
before  any  investigation  or  adjustment  can  be 
made,  the  refusal  of  individual  roads  to  deal 
with  their  patrons  direct  or  allow  their  officers 
to  interfere  or  adjust  any  differences,  has  made 
their  association  and  its  power  a  menace  to  trade 
conditions  and  an  arbitrary  institution  which  de¬ 
mands  from  the  trade  immediate  relief. 

Recently  the  railroads  have  attempted  to  shift 
many  of  their  responsibilities,  such  as  overcharge 
in  rates,  delays  in  shipments  and  handling  of  all 
kinds  of  business  to  the  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission,  so  your  letter  asking  for  united  ac¬ 
tion  to  if  possible  su^n^est  relief  of  these  condi¬ 
tions,  is  a  very  timelv  one  and  as  far  as  our  com¬ 
pany  is  concerned,  we  are  very  glad  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  co-operate  in  a  vigorous  investiga¬ 
tion  and  to  take  such  action  as  will  tend  to  rem¬ 
edy  the  present  conditions.” 


The  Eagle  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

“We  have  your  favor  of  the  seventeenth  advo¬ 
cating  a  National  Shippers’  Convention  to  be 
held  in  Chicago,  January  fourth,  requesting  our 
opinion  on  the  matter.  We  most  certainly  feel 
that  this  action  is  very  essential,  and  as  you  are 
no  doubt  a  Ko-Koal,  understand  that  we  are  will¬ 
ing  to  ‘come  on  and  lift.’  We  are  quite  willing 
to  acquiesce  in  any  proposition  that  would  be  for 
the  betterment  of  the  car  service  or  coal  trade. 
We  feel  that  there  should  be  a  national  recipro- 
cative  demurrage  law,  or  at  least  an  amendment 
to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  giving 
the  body  power  to  act  in  a  manner  which  would 
be  advantageous  to  all  concerned. 

We  had  an  experience  recently  where  a  car 
of  coal  was  in  transit  some  forty  days,  and  upon 
arrival  at  destination  it  was  delayed  some  two 
hours  over  the  car  service  limit  and  we  were 
taxed  demurrage  on  this  car.  We  had  our  man 
keep  a  close  record  on  the  car,  and  it  stood  on 
our  siding  sixteen  davs  after  being  unloaded,  yet 
we  were  compelled  to  pay  car  service.  Without 
going  on  record,  will  say,  however,  that  we  are 
perfectly  willing  to  do  anything  that  will  be  sat¬ 
isfactory  to  all  concerned,  and  if  the  majority 
are  willing  to  ‘boost’  the  convention  for  Chicago 
early  in  January  you  can  bank  on  our  aid. 


Chester  A.  Harris,  Champaign,  III. 

“I  submit  the  following  upon  ‘Car  Shortage,’ 
for  publication  per  your  request  under  date  of 
December  seventeenth,  1906 : 

“Champaign  and  Urbana  coal  dealers  liave  felt 
the  effect  of  car  shortage  more  the  past  year, 
perhaps,  than  anytime  in  the  past.  Car  service 
rules  have  been  enforced  much  more  rigidly  and 
shipments  generally  have  been  bunched  where 
they  were  made  regularly  from  the  mines.  Tlie 
Illinois  Central,  lacking  the  proper  amount  of 
trackage  to  take  care  of  their  business,  as  well  as 
the  proper  number  of  employes  at  times,  worked  a 
double  hardship  upon  its  shippers,  especially  those 
who  had  no  trackage  of  their  own.  Cars  were  set 
at  the  company’s  convenience  and  wherever  they 
could  find  place  for  them.  Shippers  having  track¬ 
age  of  their  own  in  many  cases  fared  no  better.” 
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IndianaL  Shippers  Democnd 
Stringent  La^ws. 

The  members  of  the  Indiana  Manufacturers’  & 
Shippers’  Association  have  entered  upon  a  cam¬ 
paign  of  education  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
tlie  enactment  of  laws  by  the  coming  legislature 
to  strengthen  the  powers  of  the  railway  commis¬ 
sion  so  that  a  recurrence  of  the  present  shortage 
of  fuel  and  transportation  facilities  can  be  pre¬ 
vented. 

A  meeting  of  the  legislative  committee  in  In¬ 


dianapolis  l^t  week  was  held  at  the  Claypool  ho¬ 
tel  The  situation  was  discussed  and  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  a  district  meeting  will  be  held  at  Terre 
Haute,  December  twentieth  or  early  next  week. 

^  hollowing  that,  meetings  will  be  held  at  La 
Fayette,  Evansville,  Goshen,  South  Bend,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Connersville  and  other  points.  The  ship¬ 
pers  will  be  invited  to  attend  to  express  their 
views  of  conditions  and  to  lend  their  support  to 
the  movement.  After  the  district  meetings  are 
concluded  the  shippers’  committee  will  draft  a 
bill  to  present  to  the  legislature. 

The  association  was  originally  confined  to  gas 


belt  shippers  and  manufacturers,  but  the  coal  op¬ 
erators  have  become  members  and  in  several 
cities  branches  to  the  organizations  are  being 
formed.  The  indications  are  that  the  district 
meetings  and  the  agitation  now  going  on  will 
result  in  the  shippers  and  coal  operators  being 
represented  at  the  legislature  by  a  formidable 
lobby. 

Among  other  things  the  shippers  and  operators 
have  decided  to  ask  for  a  reciprocal  demurrage 
law  and  for  a  measure  that  will  compel  the  rail¬ 
roads  to  move  freight  a  specified  distance  daily 
and  to  return  promptly  the  cars  of  other  lines. 


REUNION  OF  COXE  BROS.  6^  CO.  EMPLOYEES,  DECEMBER  15.  1906. 


The  annual  jollification  of  the  former  employees 
of  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co.  was  held  Saturday  even¬ 
ing,  December  fifteenth,  at  Mangler’s  restaurant, 
Chicago.  Twenty-six  responded  to  the  invita¬ 
tions  which  were  sent  out  by  G.  M.  Merry- 
weather.  They  came  from  all  sections  of  the 
country,  which  goes  to  show  that  occasionally 
there  is  some  sentiment  in  the  coal  business  and 
that  those  engaged  in  this  business  think  of 
something  else  besides  the  pursuit  of  the  almighty 
dollar  and  car  numbers.  The  following  gentle¬ 
men.  all  former  employees  of  the  firm  of  Coxe 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Chicago,  sat  down  to  the  ban¬ 
quet  table: 

Geo.  Merryweather,  president  Railway  Ex¬ 
change  Bank. 

Arthur  Kuesel,  formerly  Milwaukee  agent. 

Samuel  Stanley,  formerly  Buffalo  agent. 

L.  Ferris,  manager  coal  department  Zenith 
Furnace  Co. 


W.  L.  McCauley,  secretary  W.  B.  Stone  Coal 
&  Coke  Co. 

G.  H.  Merryweather,  formerly  sales  agent  at 
Chicago. 

C.  A.  Eastman,  western  sales  agent  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co. 

W.  H.  Comstock,  president  Cross  Creek  Coal 
Co. 

G.  H.  Conn,  formerly  manager  bituminous  de¬ 
partment. 

De  Forrest  Pomeroy,  Minneapolis  agent  Zenith 
Furnace  Co. 

F.  A.  Brahm,  manager  bituminous  department 
L.  V.  Coal  Co. 

T.  J.  Gregory,  with  Railway  Exchange  Na¬ 
tional  Bank. 

C.  Straub,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

C.  W.  Alabeck,  with  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining 
Co. 

W.  F.  Moore,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

E.  Emert,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 


F.  Meske,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

J.  N.  McCole,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

M.  M.  Morrow,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

W.  E.  Still,  Minneapolis. 

J.  B.  Finn,  now  in  tailoring  business. 

F.  M.  Nolan,  secretary  Cross  Creek  Coal  Co. 

E.  J.  Hunt,  with  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

C.  R.  Kline,  with  Mitchell.  Spalding  Coal  Co. 

Henry  Kuesel,  Milwaukee. 

W.  C.  Maas,  Chicago. 

Telegrams  of  regret  were  read  from  John 
Price  and  Melvin  Pattison,  of  Cleveland;  J.  B. 
Conner,  Buffalo;  R.  H.  Sessions,  Minneapolis. 
After  the  banquet  each  member  of  the  party  was 
called  upon  for  a  speech  and  it  was  nearl}’  mid¬ 
night  before  the  last  exchange  of  experiences 
was  completed.  Every  one  stated  that  they  were 
glad  they  came  and  the  only  regret  was  that  it 
would  be  ,^65  more  days  and  nights  until  the  next 
reunion  would  take  place. 


No.  25] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


31 


Koruskation  and  Retail  Dealers  Meeting 

Milwac\jkee. 


The  eighth  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois 
&  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  was 
called  to  order  in  the  Colonial  room  of  the  Plank- 
inton  House,  Milwaukee,  Tuesday  afternoon  at 
two  o’clock  by  President  Mosher,  of  Dekalb,  Ill. 
The  attendance  was  fair  but  not  quite  as  large  as 
was  expected  by  the  officers  of  the  association.  A 
mistake  was  made  in  calling  this  meeting  so  near 
the  holidays  as  this  undoubtedly  interfered  with 
the  attendance.  The  first  week  of  the  month 
would  probably  have  brought  out  a  better  at¬ 
tendance.  The  session  on  Tuesday  afternoon  was 
devoted  to  complaints  of  dealers  who  were  both¬ 
ered  with  irregular  shipments.  All  complaints 
were  easily  adjusted  and  the  meeting  adjourned 
to  prepare  for  the  Kokoal  Koruskation. 

Twenty-five  Join  the  Kokoals. 

The  koruskation  was  a  great  success  due  in  a 
large  measure  to  the  untiring  energy  of  Milwaukee 
Skout  Herman  J.  Dunker.  He  labored  unceas¬ 
ingly  to  make  the  affair  a  credit  to  the  Milwaukee 
Kokoals  and  his  efforts  were  crowned  with  suc¬ 
cess  and  greatly  appreciated  by  the  visiting  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  order.  Frank  Mosher  officiated  as 
Modoc,  J.  C.  Eggenberger,  Baroi^;  H.  B.  Du  Puy, 
Baronet;  A.  F.  Boos,  Baronel;  Charles  Becker, 
Swatta;  Harry  B.  Kuhns,  George  Lane,  Pit-boss, 
and  Morton  Hiscox,  Pictor.  The  following  twen¬ 
ty-five  members  were  admitted  to  the  order  and 
are  now  full-fledged  boosters. 

New  members  admitted  were: 

Jacob  Muth,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  dealer. 

John  F.  Goetzen,  Plymouth,  Wis.,  dealer. 

Louis  Lester  Laun,  Elkhart  Lake,  Wis.,  dealer. 
W.  J.  Schultz,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

Ernest  Graetz,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

C.  F.  Meckelburg,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

Henry  C.  Petermann,  Milwaukee,  manager  re¬ 
tail  sales,  Milwaukee  Western  Fuel  Co. 

E.  A.  Fleming,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

H.  C.  Graham,  Milwaukee,  with  North-Western 
Fuel  Co. 

Percy  Braman,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

W.  A.  Conway,  Milwaukee. 

John  Bohn,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

P.  M.  Lobas,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

Leon  F.  Rains,  agent,  St.  Paul  &  Western 
Coal  Co. 

C.  G.  Snow,  A.  G.  A.,  Chicago  &  North-Western 
railroad. 

Ralph  E.  Viall,  825  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth 
street,  Chicago,  dealer. 

C.  G.  Paule,  Milwaukee. 

F.  W.  Osborne,  Quincy,  Ill.,  dealer. 

M.  S.  Johnson,  Joliet,  Ill.,  dealer. 

C.  W.  Allabeck,  Chicago,  with  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Co. 

C.  D.  Weeks,  Milwaukee,  S.  A.  Milwaukee  Sol- 
vay  Coke  Co. 

Frank  H.  Klitzke,  Milwaukee,  salesman  Mil¬ 
waukee  Gas  Light  Co. 

C.  A.  Neubecker  Jr.,  Milwaukee,  with  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co. 

W.  E.  Nelson,  Milwaukee,  dealer. 

A.  V.  Beck,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  with  Duncan 
Fuel  Co. 

After  the  initiation  ceremonies  had  been  com¬ 
pleted  an  excellent  vaudeville  program  enter¬ 
tained  the  visitors  until  nearly  midnight. 

On  Wednesday  morning  after  the  stragglers 
were  rounded  up,  President  Mosher  called  the 
meeting  to  order.  Mr.  O.  F.  Bird,  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Supply  Co., 
delivered  the  address  of  welcome  in  behalf  of  the 
Milwaukee  coal  men.  A  warmer  welcome  was 
never  tendered  any  convention  and  the  words  of 
wisdom  that  flowed  from  Mr.  Bird’s  lips  held 
his  audience  spellbound  for  nearly  thirty  min¬ 
utes.  It  was  an  appeal  for  the  “square  deal” 
for  every  one  in  the  coal  business,  and  if  all 
branches  of  trade  followed  the  path  suggested 
by  Mr.  Bird  in  his  speech  there  would  be  very 
little  friction  in  the  coal  business  between  the 
wholesaler  and  the  retailer. 

L.  Waldo  Thompson,  of  Beloit,  delivered  the 
response,  which  was  followed  by  a  “talk”  by  the 
president  of  the  association. 


The  association  put  itself  on  record  as  favor¬ 
ing  a  reciprocal  demurrage  law  and  appointed 
President  Mosher,  Secretary  Lukens  and  W.  K. 
Myer  of  Winnetka,  Ill.,  delegates  to  the  National 
Reciprocal  Demurrage  Convention  which  will  be 
held  in  Chicago  on  January  fourth.  The  dealers 
in  attendance  warmly  endorsed  The  Black  Dia^ 
mond’s  fight  for  reciprocal  demurrage  and  there 
will  be  quite  a  number  of  dealers  in_  attendance 
at  the  Demurrage  Convention  in  addition  to  the 
delegates. 

Eighty-five  new  members  have  joined  the  asso¬ 
ciation  since  the  Rock  Island  meeting  which  was 
held  last  June.  This  is  a  net  increase  of  fifty- 
one,  making  the  total  membership  800.  The  ap¬ 
plications  of  four  new  members  were  received 
at  the  meeting. 

Secretary  Luken’s  Report. 

It  was  customary  in  the  early  history  of  the 
association  to  hold  each  year,  during  the  months 
of  November  or  December,  what  was  commonly 
known  as  an  open  meeting  of  the  executive  board, 
at  which  meetings  complaints  that  the  secretary 
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had  been  unable  to  secure  a  satisfactory  adjust¬ 
ment  of,  would  be  brought  up  for  discussion,  and 
both  the  interested  parties  to  the  controversy 
would  be  given  a  hearing,  before  final  judgment 
was  passed.  These  meetings  were  originally  held 
in  Chicago,  but  for  the  past  seven  years  have 
been  held  in  Milwaukee  in  connection  with  our 
semi-annual  meetings. 

It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  estirnate  or 
measure  the  great  benefit  or  the  profit  derived  by 
the  retail  coal  trade,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
through  these  semi-annual  gatherings.  The  in¬ 
spirations  of  these  meetings  furnish  food  for 
thought  in  various  directions  and  have  resulted  in 
the  correction  of  many  erroneous  mid  irregular 
business  methods,  while  the  educational  and  so¬ 
cial  features  have  undoubtedly  brought  about 
much  better  and  far  sounder  business  conditions, 
conditions  which  in  my  judgment  have  paid  every 
member  a  very  large  dividend  upon  his  invest¬ 
ment. 

It  is. my  pleasure  to  report  at  this  meeting  that 
our  complaints  this  year  have  been  considerably 
less  than  usual,  while  at  the  same  time  our  mem¬ 
bership  has  been  steadily  increasing.  A  very  con¬ 
siderable  proportion  of  complaints  filed  during  the 
present  year  have  been  for  irregular  shipments  of 
bituminous  coals,  and  these  shipments  have  largely 
originated  among  very  small  jobbing  concerns  or 
small  producing  companies,  and  in  most  of  these 
cases,  after  a  thorough  investigation  it  was  found 
that  the  offending  shipper  did  not  have  a  single 
patron  among  the  members  of  our  association. 

Several  of  our  complaints  have  been  no  more 


nor  less  than  controversies  arising  from  the  fact 
of  new  people  embarking  in  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness,  and  these  complaints  seem  to  be  the  most 
difficult  in  bringing  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment 
for  many  reasons. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  firmly  convinced,  basing  my 
opinion  upon  my  experience  of  ten  years  as  your 
secretary  and  by  comparison  with  conditions  ex¬ 
isting  in  previous  years  and  the  present  time,  that 
you  have  great  cause  to  be  thankful  for  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  the  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association ;  the  prestige  and  influence 
of  this  association,  together  with  its  fixed  policy 
of  co-operation  with  the  reputable  shipper ;  the 
conservative  and  conciliatory  spirit  adopted  by 
your  executive  board  in  the  handling  of  all  com¬ 
plaints,  has  given  your  association  a  very  high 
position  in  the  coal  trade,  which  of  itself  tends 
largely  to  insure  the  interests  of  the  retail  coal 
trade  against  irregular  shipments  and  unfair  com¬ 
petition.  Arbitrary  and  drastic  measures  suggest¬ 
ed  by  a  small  minority  of  the  membership  never 
can  and  never  will  accomplish  as  much,  and  more 
than  likely  will  do  a  great  deal  of  harm. 

Gentlemen,  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  kind 
attention  and  wish  to  assure  you  that  I  have  act¬ 
ed  in  all  matters  coming  to  me  for  adjustment  in 
accordance  with  my  best  judgment  and  the  evi¬ 
dence  submitted,  and  while  it  is  possible  I  have 
made  some  mistakes,  I  can  assure  j’ou  they  were 
mistakes  of  the  head,  and  not  of  tlie  heart. 

After  the  secretary’s  report  had  been  read  the 
meeting  adjourned. 

A  banquet  was  held  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
Plankinton  hotel,  which  completed  the  association 
program. 

CONVENTION  NOTES. 

Herman  Dunker  should  be  given  the  title  of 
Chief  Booster.  Fie  was  pretty  nearly  the  whole 
works  at  the  Koruskation. 

Frank  Fellenz  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Sup¬ 
ply  Co.  was  out  of  town.  Frank  can’t  be  as 
brave  as  he  was  last  summer  or  he  would  not 
let  a  crowd  like  that  scare  him  away. 

We  expected  to  see  the  Wisconsin  delegation 
grooming  a  dark  horse  for  the  presidency  of  the 
association  but  nothing  in  that  line  developed. 
December  is  a  trifle  early  to  talk  convention  poli¬ 
tics  when  the  election  is  held  the  last  of  June. 

The  address  of  welcome  delivered  by  O.  F. 
Bird,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  was  a  gem.  There  wasn’t  a 
line  of  Fourth  of  July  oratory  in  it.  Just  a  sim¬ 
ple  heart  to  heart  talk,  a  plea  for  the  square  deal 
without  the  club  attachment,  and  it  touched  the 
entire  assemblage. 

Frank  Lukens  has  been  secretary  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  &  Wisconsin  Association  for  the  past  ten 
years  and  his  popularity  with  the  dealers  is  great¬ 
er  now  than  ever  before.  He  has  served  the 
dealers  of  the  two  states  faithfully  and  a  better 
man  for  his  position  w'ould  be  impossible  to  find. 
It  was  reported  that  his  territory  was  about  to 
be  invaded  by  a  neighboring  association  but  we 
don’t  think  this  can  be  true.  If  such  was  the 
case  w'e  do  not  think  the  invader  w’ould  reap 
much  of  a  harvest  for  his  pains.  It  would  be  a 
peculiar  exhibition  of  loyaltv  in  exchange  for  the 
years  of  faithful  and  energetic  service  performed 
by  the  present  incumbent  of  the  secretary’s  office. 
If  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  lure  away  the 
members  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Associa¬ 
tion  every  effort  should  be  put  forth  by  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  and  all  the  officers  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  to  repel  this  attack.  Loyal  service  should  be 
rew'arded  by  loyal  support.  If  the  entire  mem¬ 
bership  of  an  association  will  not  give  an  efficient 
officer  loyal  and  enthusiastic  support  how  can 
they  expect  that  officer  to  work  night  and  day 
advancing  their  interests?  A  meeting  of  the  deal¬ 
ers  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Wisconsin  wdll 
be  held  at  Eau  Claire  on  December  twenty- 
eighth  and  this  idea  of  everlasting  expansion  on 
the  part  of  the  Northwestern  .Association  will 
probably  receive  a  sudden  check  at  that  meet 
ing.  'I'hree  states,  if  given  ample  protection,  will 
give  the  most  energetic  secretary  that  ever  lived 
the  busiest  time  of  his  life.  Wiscon.«in  dealers 
should  stay  where  they  belong  in  Wisconsin. 
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New  York,  Dec.  22. 

The  anthracite  coal  trade  continues  quite 
active,  with  a  greater  demand  than  is  usual 
at  this  time  of  the  year.  While  tlie  amount 
of  business  reaching  shippers  is  in  excess  of 
the  present  facilities  to  transport  it  as  prompt¬ 
ly  as  desired,  the  condition  would  be  amelio¬ 
rated  if  the  trade  did  not  insist  on  taking 
merely  the  sizes  that  are  called  for.  Egg  coal 
and  in  some  cases  stove  could  be  supplied  in 
full  amount,  and  in  former  years  these  sizes 
were  taken  more  equally,  but  the  demand  for 
chestnut  this  season  is  beyond  all  expectation. 
This  naturally  causes  delay  on  the  delivery 
of  this  domestic  size  and  in  instances  dealers 
are  refusing  to  accept  further  orders.  With 
the  production  of  the  domestic  sizes  in  about 
equal  proportion  being  loaded  into  cars  at  the 
mines,  it  is  of  importance  that  all  sizes  be 
moved  promptly  in  order  to  maintain  a  full 
efficiency  of  the  cars.  Where  coal  of  one  kind 
is  obliged  to  remain  long  in  cars  it  must  nat¬ 
urally  affect  those  grades  in  more  active  de¬ 
mand  by  the  restrictions,  and  delay  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  all  coal  accordingly.  Much  of  the 
difficulty  in  supplying  the  present  wants  of 
the  customers  could  be  obviated  if  they  were 
less  particular  in  securing  a  certain  size.  For¬ 
tunately  the  weather  conditions  have  been 
such  this  week  as  to  not  increase  the  inquiry, 
but  any  change  to  a  lower  temperature  would 
no  doubt  cause  a  spurt  in  the  trade.  The 
feature  still  most  dominant  in  furnishing  the 
product  is  the  scarcity  of  cars.  The  equip¬ 
ment  that  has  been  in  other  lines  of  traffic  has 
not  returned  to  the  systems  that  own  it,  as 
early  as  had  been  expected.  Though  now  that 
lake  navigation  is  closed  there  is  better  pros¬ 
pects  for  a  larger  number  of  cars  becoming 
available  for  service  at  the  mines  shortly. 
Holidays,  however,  during  the  next  two  weeks, 
causing  more  or  less  idleness  at  the  mines, 
may  interfere  to  an  extent  where  the  output 
could  not  be  materially  increased. 

All-Rail  Trade  Active. 

The  all-rail  demand,  which  has  shown  such 
an  exceptional  growth  this  year,  is  now  looked 
upon  by  shippers  as  the  barometer  of  the 
trade.  Its  position  in  comparison  with  that 
of  the  tonnage  going  to  tidewater,  has  shown 
a  very  material  increase  and  is  apparently 
more  sensitive  to  weather  conditions  than  the 
tidewater  points.  This  is  evidenced  through 
sudden  cold  spells  in  those  consuming  locali¬ 
ties,  by  causing  a  rush  of  orders  to  shippers 
in  advance  of  a  knowledge  as  to  barometric 
disturbances.  While  tidewater  business  does 
not  usually  reflect  these  changes  of  tempera¬ 
ture  so  soon,  though  ordinarily  it  follows 
within  a  few  days.  This  is  thought  to  be  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  line  points  are  not  so 
well  equipped  to  convey  large  stocks  as  is  the 
trade  taking  its  coal  by  water.  Being  also  a 
matter  of  custom,  where  on  one  hand  a  lim¬ 


ited  number  of  cars  can  be  ordered  and  ship¬ 
ments  obtained  more  frequently,  the  other 
goes  cargo  lots  and  is  subject  to  the  inter¬ 
ruption  of  water  transportation.  The  demand 
for  coal  from  all-rail  points  seems  to  be  of  a 
general  character  and  differs  only  in  its  urg¬ 
ency  of  need  by  the  delay.  On  the  main  line 
roads  the  trade  is  fairly  well  provided  for, 
except  for  special  grtides  and  these  are  short 
with  all  producers. 

Trade  East  is  Good. 

The  trade  in  the  far  east  for  coastwise  ship¬ 
ment  is  calling  for  more  coal  of  certain  sizes 
than  can  be  obtained.  Much  urging  is  being 
done  to  get  forward  an  additional  cargo  of 
chestnut  or  stove  as  the  requirements  may 
call  for.  The  Lehigh  coals,  as  also  the  red 
ash  grades,  are  in  large  demand,  but  few  are 
receiving  anywhere  near  what  they  would 
like  to  have.  At  the  sound  ports  the  dis¬ 
charging  of  vessels  is  being  greatly  delayed  by 
the  shortage  of  cars,  which  the  connecting 
roads  are  unable  to  furnish  in  sufficient  num¬ 
ber.  This  not  only  affects  shipment  to  these 
points  by  holding  boats  two  weeks  and  over 
the  usual  time,  but  in  placing  the  demurrage 
costs  that  accrue  thereby  upon  the  consignee, 
which  is  considered  unjust. 

In  New  York,  trade  keeps  very  active  and 
is  taking  a  considerable  amount  of  coal,  this 
being  the  result  of  the  steady  at  retail  with  a 
general  of  coal  in  all  yards.  The  favored 
grades  are  short,  though  prices  on  all  coals 
very  firm.  The  steam  grades  are  especially 
strong  and  are  short  in  cases  of  what  ton¬ 
nages  are  wanted.  While  most  stocks  of 
these  sizes  have  been  cleaned  up,  but  any  re¬ 
maining  is  now  being  picked  up. 

Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  show  a  strong  market  condition. 
There  are  no  surplus  stocks  at  any  points,  and 
coal  is  being  absorbed  as  fast  as  it  comes  to 
tide.  Some  grades  of  coal,  like  the  gas  prod¬ 
ucts,  are  not  coming  in  in  any  large  propor¬ 
tion  to  this  market,  the  western  trade  absorb¬ 
ing  the  majority  at  more  remunerative  fig¬ 
ures  than  can  be  procured  in  the  east.  The 
old  question  of  car  supply  continues  to  be  the 
prominent  one,  there  not  being  enough  cars 
to  go  around  at  any  of  the  mining  points,  and 
conditions  are  rather  deteriorating  than  im¬ 
proving  from  what  they  were.  It  is  not  an 
uncommon  thing  on  one  of  the  main  line  roads 
to  have  a  mine  go  idle  days  at  a  time  without 
any  cars,  and  the  car  question  seems  to  be 
an  unsteady  one  for  any  of  the  roads,  the 
car  supplies  coming  in  flushes  and  then  drop¬ 
ping  off  again.  The  vessel  supply  for  sound 
business  has  come  into  prominence  from  being 
so  poor,  and  shippers  are  having  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  securing  vessels  of  any  class  to 
move  their  tonnage  from  New  York  harbor 
shipping  ports  to  either  the  New  York  har¬ 


bor  receiving  ports  or  the  sound  ports.  The 
delays  by  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart¬ 
ford  railroad  in  discharging  are  blamed  to  a 
great  extent  for  this  condition. 

Some  little  export  business  is  being  done, 
though  bottoms  are  scarce  and  rates  high  yet, 
exporters  simply  paying  the  higher  freights 
to  secure  vessels  to  get  their  coal  forward. 

The  labor  situation  seems  to  be  growing  to  a 
material  extent  on  account  of  the  car  ques¬ 
tion,  West  Virginia  having  somewhat  of  a 
moving  population  on  account  of  the  men  not 
staying  at  the  mines  that  run  short  of  cars 
frequently,  and  moving  on  to  the  next.  This 
is  particularly  so  over  the  holidays. 

Trade  in  the  East  Strong. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  calling  for  consid¬ 
erable  coal,  and  it  is  not  though  that  anyone 
with  contracts  is  selling  any  coal  outside  of 
this,  except  at  advanced  prices,  and  the  amount 
of  advances  is  inclined  to  increase. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  hampered  very 
much  by  the  shortage  of  sound  barges.  The 
demand  for  coal  continues  large,  but  getting 
it  forward  from  the  shipping  ports  is  the 
question.  Demurrage  charges  incurred  through 
the  fault  of  the  railroad  companies  in  the 
east  have  to  be  paid  by  the  consignee,  and 
it  has  been  voiced  by  a  number  of  them  as 
an  injustice.  They  argue  that  if  the  fault 
lies  with  the  railroads,  then  the  railroads 
should  be  liable  for  the  demurrage. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  absorbing  all  the 
coal  coming  to  this  market,  and  prices  are 
very  strong  at  present  quotations,  which  are 
about  $2.75@2.85  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor 
shipping  ports  for  the  good  grade  of  steam 
coal,  with  the  specialties  at  $3.00  and  up¬ 
ward;  and  very  little  of  the  cheaper  grades 
moving  into  this  market,  as  most  of  which  is 
going  west. 

In  the  all-rail  trade  the  market  is  very 
strong,  and  contractors  are  taking  practically 
all  the  coal  mined  that  can  be  allotted  to  this 
trade,  and  people  without  contracts  are  sim¬ 
ply  compelled  to  pay  advanced  prices.  Coal 
at  the  mines  is  quoted  at  $1.50@1.60. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  slower  than  schedule  and  slightly  irregu¬ 
lar.  The  car  supply  is  very  short.  The  anr 
ticipated  improvement  has  not  occurred,  and 
it  is  likely  to  be  greatly  delayed;  indeed,  no 
one  is  looking  for  a  better  condition  of  things 
for  some  time  to  come.  Some  mines  report 
being  closed  down  in  the  West  Virginia  dis¬ 
trict  for  three  or  four  days  at  a  time  for  lack 
of  a  single  car. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are 
scarce,  with  reports  of  advances,  though  the 
quotations  seem  to  be  the  same  as  last  week, 
that  is,  from  Philadelphia  to  Boston,  Salem 
and  Portsmouth,  $1.00  and  discharge,  with 
loading  and  discharging  clause,  and  85  cents 
to  the  sound  with  loading  and  discharging 
clause. 


Market  News 


from  Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  Dec.  21. — {Special  Correspondence.)  — 
While  there  is  general  activity  in  the  anthracite 
trade  from  this  point,  and  shippers  are  finding  it 
impossible  to  keep  up  with  orders,  milder  weather 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  past  week  has  served  to 
ease  trade  to  an  extent  and  orders  are  being 
cleaned  up  more  closely  than  for  some  time.  Con¬ 
tinued  scarcity  of  cars,  however,  is  a  great  draw¬ 
back  to  what  would  otherwise  be  a  most  activq 


season.  With  an  added  touch  of  frost  during  the 
past  twenty-four  hours,  has  come  a  sudden  rush 
of  added  orders  which  puts  the  sales  agents  puz¬ 
zling  their  brains  how  to  placate  the  impetuous 
outside  dealer,  who  appears  to  believe  that  his  de¬ 
mands  should  be  the  first  to  be  considered. 

An  increased  demand  for  all  grades  of  coal  is 
brought  by  the  near  approach  of  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son,  for  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  miners 


will  do  little  work  between  Christmas  and  New 
Year’s,  and  not  only  the  general  consumer,  but 
the  railroads  will  be  making  increased  demands 
upon  the  surplus  stock.  This  is  especially  true  of 
bituminous  and  already  increased  orders  are  being 
had  from  the  transportation  lines,  to  guard 
against  a  possible  shortage  as  a  result  of  the 
annual  playspell. 

There  has  not  heen  the  betterment  to  the  car 


No.  25] 


33 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


situation  which  was  expected  to  follow  the  close 
of  navigation,  but  it  is  almost  too  early  to  expect 
noticeable  results.  There  is  a  trifle  greater  free¬ 
dom  of  cars,  it  iS  true,  but  the  shippers  are  still 
greatly  hampered  by  the  insufficient  quantity  of 
box  cars  for  trans-shipment  to  the  western  roads. 
It  is  understood  that  the  railroads  are  doing  ev¬ 
erything  in  their  power  to  relieve  a  bad  condi¬ 
tion,  but  they  are  practically  helpless,  for  the 
fact  is  that  general  business  has  increased  much 
more  rapidly  than  the  facilities  for  turning  out 
rolling  stock  from  the  shops.  This  country  is  not 
building  cars  fast  enough  and  that  is  the  great 
trouble. 

Urgent  demand  for  coal  from  the  northwest,  is 
having  the  effect  to  stimulate  the  local  railroad  of¬ 
ficials  to  renewed  effort,  with  the  purpose  of  sup¬ 
plying  so  far  as  they  are  able,  an  emergency  call. 
W.  S.  Nevins,  city  freight  agent  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific,  received  orders  this  week  to  bend  every 
energy  to  sending  every  pound  of  coal  possible  to 
the  .freezing  people  on  extreme  points  on  that  line. 
Most  of  the  coal  handled  from  here  by  the  Can¬ 
adian  Pacific  comes  over  the  Pennsylvania,  and  is 
trans-shipped  at  Black  Rock. 

Bituminous  operators  are  complaining  that  the 
railroads  are  tying  up  cars,  making  the  situation, 
so  far  as  their  branch  of  the  business  is  con¬ 
cerned,  even  more  serious.  Orders  have  been 
issued  by  the  Pennsylvania  that  no  gondola  cars 
shall  be  permitted  to  go  off  the  line  at  present, 
and  as  the  Pennsylvania  handles  a  very  large 
amount  of  the  Allegheny  Valley  product,  the  re¬ 
sult  must  be  serious  inconvenience,  to  say  the 
least. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  20. —  (Special_  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  strong  market  characterizes  the 
anthracite  coal  trade  with  rather  more  demand 
than  is  ordinary  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
usual  difficulty  exists  in  supplying  the  trade  under 
these  conditions,  when  cars  are  short.  It  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  more  cars  would  have  been  available 
at  the  mines  about  this  time,  now  that  lake  navi¬ 
gation  is  closed,  but  it  is  evident  from  the  re¬ 
strictions  in  mining  that  a  full  supply  is  not  yet 
at  hand.  The  production  for  this  so  far  is  a 
little  ahead  of  November,  but  the  holidays  inter¬ 
vening  may  curtail  it.  About  fifty-six  million 
tons  is  approximated  will  be  the  output  for  the 
year,  a  decrease  of  five  million  tons  from  last 
year.  This  amount  about  represents  the  loss  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  suspension  of  the  mines  for  six 
weeks  in  April  and  May.  Large  shipments  are 
expected  to  go  forward  with  the  first  of  the 
year  after  the  usual  holiday  interruptions  are  over 
and  better  facilities  will  be  obtained.  The  trade 
generally  has  been  given  a  somewhat  better  sup¬ 
ply  of  coal  this  week,  relieving  most  of  the  urgent 
business  that  was  accumulated  in  shippers’  hands. 
This  applying  to  the  ordinary  grades,  the  special 
red  ash  and  Upper  Lehigh  coals,  which  demand 
higher  prices,  are  still  short  of  the  requirements. 
Although  the  delay  in  receiving  these  special 
coals  does  not  disturb  buyers  who  are  of  their 
limited  supply  and  fill  up  on  the  other  grades. 

Coastwise  Trade  Brisk. 

The  demand  from  the  east  continues  very 
strong.  Most  shippers  having  a  good  supply  of 
orders  to  work  upon  are  making  efforts  to  get 
it  out  of  the  way.  The  unsettled  weather  of  the 
past  week  made  shipments  very  slow  and  vessels 


Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  20. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  demand  for  hard  coal  continues 
strong  and  with  seasonable  weather  is  more  likely 
to  increase  than  diminish.  Several  cold  days  of 
the  sort  that  are  effective  every  now  and  then 
makes  big  inroads  on  dealers’  stocks  and  keeps 
trade  at  retail  moving  freely.  This  reflected  into 
the  wholesale  market  is  in  the  aggregate  produc¬ 
ing  all  the  tonnage  that  can  be  taken  care  of.'  In 
instances  there  is  delay  on  shipment  because  of 
bad  weather  or  no  vessel  being  available.  Car¬ 
goes  calling  for  chestnut  coal  and  in  fewer 


B.  S.  Hamilton,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Monongahela  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was 
in  town  this  week,  shaking  hands  with  his  host 
of  friends. 

There  is  very  little  bituminous  coal  in  Buffalo 
at  the  present  time.  Demand  has  been  unusually 
heavy,  both  in  the  local  market  and  across  the 
border.  In  fact  the  Canadian  dealers  have  never 
shown  greater  activity  in  the  market  than  at 
present.  'With  adequate  car  supply,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  operators  would  reap  a  harvest 
during  the  next  three  months. 

GENERAL  NOTES. 

Mining  operations  along  the  Allegheny  'Valley 
are  reported  as  somewhat  improved,  the  various 
plants  putting  in  better  hours  at  present  than  for 
some  time  back.  This  is  fortunate  for  the  own¬ 
ers,  for  it  will  place  them  in  better  condition  to 
meet  the  holiday  vacation  period  when  it  comes. 

Prices  hold  steady,  notwithstanding  the  in¬ 
creased  demand.  Pittsburg  brings  from  $2.60@ 
2.75,  mine  run  in  Buffalo,  with  three-quarter  lump 
ten  cents  higher.  Allegheny  Valley  brings  from 
$1.15 @1.25  net  at  the  mines.  Slack  continues  in 
heavy  demand  and  is  selling  at  $2.25. 

A  new  line  is  being  constructed  by  the  New 
York  Central,  between  Franklin  and  Clearfield, 
Pa.  It  is  said  that  this  new  line  will  furnish  a 
direct  route  to  Ashtabula  and  that  considerable 
coal  at  present  sent  to  Buffalo  and  here  trans¬ 
shipped  west,  will  be  diverted. 

Local  retail  trade  is  wonderfully  active,  and 
dealers  say  that  there  is  some  trouble  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  domestic  sizes,  especially  nut  and  pea. 


scarce  at  the  loading  ports.  'While  shoal  water 
and  river  points  are  now  closed,  the  Connecticut 
river  is  said  to  be  frozen  five  inchqg  thick,  there  is 
no  cessation  in  the  orders  from  them.  Consider¬ 
able  difficulty  has  been  experienced  lately  through 
a  shortage  of  cars  at  the  discharging  ports  in  the 
sound.  The  railroads  have  been  very  remiss  in 
furnishing  the  necessary  allotment  to  take  the 
coal  on  arrival  and  the  delays  resulting  there¬ 
from  made  quite  costly  to  consignees.  The  lo¬ 
cal  and  city  trade  at  retail  is  good  and  prices 
are  firm  at  $6.75. 

Bituminous  Trade  Unchanged. 

The  business  in  all  lines  of  the  soft  coal  trade 
shows  a  good  development  and  imparts  a  brighter 
outlook.  While  there  has  been  no  improvement 
in  the  car  situation  to  permit  of  increased  ship¬ 
ment,  there  is  some  hope  of  better  things  likely 
to  occur  after  the  first  of  the  year  so  far.  The 
transportation  companies  seem  about  as  badly 
embarrassed  for  equipment  as  at  any  time  this 
season.  "While  the  demand  for  coal  is  active 
and  in  instances  being  short,  there  is  no  large 
amount  being  shipped  on  spot  orders.  Most  pro¬ 
ducers  having  contracts  up  »to  fifty  per  cent  of 
their  mine  capacity  or  over  have  little  spare  coal 
over  to  sell.  But  where  they  can  work  ahead 
on  the  regular  business  and  find  a  customer  who 
will  pay  a  higher  price  a  sale  is  made.  The  prices 
for  this  class  of  trade  range  from  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
mines  for  ordinary  steam  grades  and  over  for  spe¬ 
cial  grades.  Vessels  for  tide  shipments  are  short 
and  less  coal  in  consequence  is  going  to  them. 
More  coal  could  be  moved  if  vessels  were  to  be 
had.  Freights  are  quoted  from  here  to  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland  at  $1.00. 


cases,  stove,  are  frequently  detained  at  the  load¬ 
ing  ports  for  a  week  and  longer  before  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  sufficient  coal  to  load  them.  The  more 
urgent  orders  are  being  gradually  disposed  of, 
making  trade  more  regular  though  a  few  days 
of  cold  weather  would  put  it  back  again.  Shoal 
water  ports  are  now  closed  by  ice  and  river  trans¬ 
portation  to  inland  points  is  closed  for  the  season. 
Most  of  these  winter  points,  it  is  believed,  are 
fairly  well  stocked  to  tide  them  over  the  season. 
Where  this  has  not  been  done  consumers  are 
generally  so  situated  that  they  can  take  coal  in 


by  rail  shipments  and  thus  get  relief  in  case  of 
running  short. 

All  Rail  Trade  Good. 

There  is  no  let-up  in  the  demand  for  all  rail 
shipment  throughout  the  New  England  territory 
and  much  of  it  takes  considerable  time  before 
reaching  destination.  This  seems  true  of  all  lo¬ 
calities,  as  nearly  all  of  the  connecting  roads  via 
the  bridge  route  and  New  York  harbor  are  limit¬ 
ing  the  cars  from  going  to  the  New  Haven  lines. 
In  cases  embargoes  are  placed  on  all  shipments 
from  New  York.  The  situation  is  not  much 
better  at  New  Haven  and  other  sound  terminal 
points  of  the  consolidated  roads.  Irideed  con¬ 
signees  become  almost  distracted  at  times  when 
the  coal  can  not  be  discharged  for  weeks  by  a 
lack  of  cars.  But  there  seems  to  be  no  remedy 
suggested  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  management 
though  they  must  realize  the  irksome  condition. 
The  steam  grades  are  very  active  and  it  is  hard 
to  ship  the  quantity  called  for.  Prices  on  these 
coals  are  very  strong  and  inclined  to  advance. 

Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

The  soft  coal  market  is  quite  strong  and  prices 
are  very  firm.  Within  a  few  days  there  have  been 
sales  made  of  standard  West  Virginia  coals  at 
$4.25  f.  o.  b.  cars  Mystic  wharf  this  harbor. 
While  it  is  not  impossible  where  needs  are  press¬ 
ing  even  higher  prices  would  be  paid  to  obtain 
a  cargo  or  two  of  the  special  grades.  It  is  hard 
to  estimate  the  extent  of  the  demand  because 
of  the  short  supply  of  free  coal,  it  being  so  nearly 
all  absorbed  on  contracts  that  there  is  little  to 
offer  at  any  price.  In  instances  it  is  thought 
consumers  did  not  provide  for  full  supplies  early 
in  the  season  with  the  belief  that  supimer  prices 
and  conditions  would  extend  well  into  winter  to 
their  advantage.  Now  that  the  market  is  entirely 
a  selling  one  and  has  been  so  for  six  weeks  or 
over,  it  would  be  difficult  to  get  any  quantity  of 
the  high  grade  coals  at  any  price.  This  will  possi¬ 
bly  have  the  effect  to  change  the  minds  of  these 
buyers  to  purchase  Pennsylvania  coal,  although 
these  coals  are  also  scarce  and  demand  higher 
prices,  which  are  quoted  at  $1.35@1.50  at  the 
mines.  Vessels  are  not  in  good  supply  and  rates 
are  firm  at  $1.00  to  Boston  from  all  lower  ports. 

Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  22. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Here,  as  elsewhere,  it  is  all  a  question  of 
cars.  The  statement  of  some  railroads  in  the  face  of 
government  investigation  in  the  northwest  that 
they  are  supplying  sufficient  cars  to  prevent  a  coal 
famine  in  the  affected  territory,  could  be  applied 
to  the  local  situation  at  present,  whatever  may  be 
its  truth  of  the  northwest.  But  while  there  is  as 
yet  no  famine  here,  there  is  certainly  a  desperate 
scarcity  of  cars,  and  unless  there  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  near  future  there  may  be  a  real 
famine  here.  Enough  fuel  is  coming  through  to 
meet  export  and  coastwise  demands  of  urgent 
character,  and  there  is  sufficient  over  to  meet,  for 
the  better  part  at  least,  contracts  in  this  immediate 
section,  but  there  is  no  over  supply,  and  already 
some  stored  stock  is  pretty  close  to  the  danger 
line. 

With  the  light  deliveries  expected  at  and  fol¬ 
lowing  the  holiday  season,  and  with  no  prospect 
of  improvement  in  the  car  situation  in  the  near 
future,  there  is  indeed  grave  cause  for  fear  that  a 
traffic-paralyzing  spell  of  winter  weather  would 
create  a  real  famine  in  regard  to  bituminous  at 
least.  There  is  enough  stored  stock  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  yards  to  meet  demands  for  some  time  to 
come,  but  lack  of  transportation  has  prevented 
many  expected  deliveries  even  in  this  regard. 

Prices  are  slowly  but  surely  moving  upward.  In 
a  general  way  it  may  be  said  that  all  grades  of 
bituminous  are  bringing  from  five  to  ten  cents 
more  per  ton  than  ten  days  ago.  This  advance 
will  probably  continue,  and  the  end  no  man  know- 
eth,  as  it  will  be  dictated  by  nature  and  the  rail¬ 
roads,  the  latter  being  unable  to  predict  just 
what  they  will  be  able  to  do.  Coke  is  moving  up 
with  bituminous,  and,  while  anthracite  has  not 
changed  since  the  first  of  September,  heavy  win¬ 
ter  conditions  may  send  this  up  also  about  the 
first  of  the  coming  year. 

While  certainly  handicapped  to  a  considerable 
degree  by  inability  to  get  through  coal  as  promptly 
as  desired,  still  there  has  been  quite  a  large  move¬ 
ment  both  to  northern  and  southern  Atlantic 
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ports,  and  for  export  trade.  The  actual  exports 
for  the  week  were: 

Norwegian  steamship  Livingstone,  for  Cardenas, 
968  tons;  value,  $3,146. 

British  schooner  H.  J.  Logan,  for  Fort  de 
France,  1,380  tons;  value,  $3,491. 

German  steamer  Bylgia,  for  Cardenas,.  3,190 
tons;  value,  $10,367. 

British  steamship  Gloxnia,  for  Tampico,  2,258 
tons  of  coal,  and  1,652  tons  of  coke;  value,  $12,- 
563. 

Charters  Up  Again. 

There  was  another  switch  in  charters.  The 


slight  fall,  especially  south,  of  the  previous  week, 
was  regained.  Galveston,  quoted  last  week  as 
low  as  $1.20,  is  now  from- $1.25 '8*1.50.  Portland, 
Boston  and  Salem  are  at  from  $1.10®  1.15.  Sa¬ 
vannah  and  Charleston  are  now  quoted  at  $1.25, 
as  against  $1.15  last  week.  Tampico  and  Vera' 
Cruz  are  each  $1.80. 

Ihe  Bureau  of  Equipment  of  the  Navy  De¬ 
partment  has  asked  for  bids  for  coal  for  the 
United  States  naval  coal  depot,  Sangley  Point, 
P.  I.  The  bids  must  be  in  by  December  27. 
Ihe  contract  is  for  fifty  thousand  tons,  or  any 
part  thereof,  of  semi-bituminous  coal. 

Many  friends'of  President  Murray  of  the  Balti¬ 


more  &  Ohio  railroad  in  the  coal  trade  here,  are 
pleased  with  the  announcement  of  his  reappoint¬ 
ment  for  a  fourth  term. 

I  he  Dollar  Steamship  Co.,  of  San  Francisco, 
has  purchased  the  lake  steamer  John  C.  Howard, 
and  IS  henceforth  to  be  known  as  the  Mellville 
Dollar.  She  will  load  coal  here  shortly  for 
Frisco. 

The  Western  Maryland  railroad  is  to  begin  the 
new  year  with  seven  hundred  new  steel  cars  and 
twenty  more  locomotives,  part  of  the  additional 
rolling  stock  ordered  last  May.  Much  double 
tracking  is  also  being  finished,  and  this  will  aid 
the  movement  of  freight. 


Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


T.  he  Coal  &  Iron  National  Bank  declared  its 
first  quarterly  dividend  of  per  cent,  payable 
January  first.  Books  close  to  December  twen¬ 
ty-eighth. 

W.  A.  Marshall,  of  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  one  of  our  energetic  coal  men  in  the 
trade,  returned  during  the  week  from  a  short 
trip  to  Virginia,  where  he  enjoyed  some  duck 
shooting,  and  the  bracing  climate  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  He  is  looking  physically  fit  for  an  active 
winter’s  business. 

Navigation  on  Lake  Superior  is  now  said  to 
be  closed,  with  all  vessels  in  port.  The  east- 
bound  fleet,  of  about  thirty-eight  vessels,  was 
blockaded  at'  the  Soo  canal,  but  moved  out  on 
December  thirteenth.  West-bound  vessels  laden 
vvith  coal  for  Lake  Michigan  ports  will  run  un¬ 
til  navigation  closes. 

Lucien  Hill,  manager  of  the  United  Coal  Co., 
New  York,  is  spending  the  week  at  the  com¬ 
pany’s  branch  office  at  Boston  to  confer  on 
business  matters.  The  company  is  developing 
a  large  market  in  the  East  for  its  well-known 
Quemahoning  coal,  which  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  standard  steam  fuels.  It  is  also  able  to 
ship  the  product  with  considerable  regularity, 
as  it  owns  sufficient  cars  to  take  the  entire  out¬ 
put  of  the  mine. 

W.  M.  Greene,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southern 
Railroad  Co.,  handed  in  his  resignation  at  a 
meeting  of  the  directors  held  December  thirty- 
first,  immediately  following  the  meeting  of  the 
directors  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  It  becomes 
effective  January  first.  The  vacancy  was  not 
filled.  Mr.  Green  filled  the  post  for  about  eight 
years,  having  his  headquarters  in  Cincinnati. 
For  three  years  before  that  he  was  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad.  The 
other  ■  officers  were  re-elected. 

The  steamer  Norwich  of  the  Cornell  Tow¬ 
ing  Line,  of  New  York,  the  oldest  steamer  on 
the  Hudson  river,  while  lying  at  her  dock  at 
Kingston,  N.  Y.,  early  on  Sunday  morning,  was 
badly  damaged  by  a  fire  that  started  in  the 
boiler  room,  making  it  necessary  to  submerge 
her  to  save  the  hull.  The  Norwich  was  built 
in  1836  and  was  in  service  as  a  passenger  boat 
on  Long  Island  sound  and  the  Hudson  river 
until  1850.  Since  that  time  she  has  been  a  tow¬ 
ing  boat  and  because  of  her  ice-breaking  powers 
had  come  to  be  known  on  the  river  as  the  “Ice 
King.” 

The  Powhaton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  filed  a  complaint  with  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Commission  on  Thursday  of  last  week, 
through  counsel,  asking  for  an  investigation  of 
its  charges  of  unlawful  discrimination  made 
against  the  Norfolk  &  Western  Railway  Co. 
Charges  are  made  that  the  railroad  has  been 
unfair  in  the  distribution  of  cars  to  fifty-seven 
coal  and  coke  companies,  with  mines  in  the 
same  district  as  the  complainant.  The  Pow¬ 
hatan  Co.  complains  that  while  it  has  a  loading 
capacity  of  twenty-five  cars  a  day,  under  the 
railroad’s  system  it  receives  only  ten  cars  a  day. 

It  was  reported  at  Philadelphia  the  first  of  the 
week  that  Lewis  A.  Riley,  president  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  the  largest  inde¬ 
pendent  coal  company  in  the  anthracite  region, 
had  announced  on  Monday  that  he  would  not 
be  a  candidate  for  re-election  as  head  of  the 
corporation.  He  has  been  at  the  head  of  tnc 


concern  for  ten  years.  Mr.  Riley  anounces  that 
the  voting  trustees  of  the  company,  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  be  held  on  February  twenty-sixth,  will 
elect  W.  A.  Lathrop,  of  Wilkesbarre  to  suc- 
rience  in  anthracite  mining  and  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

General  Superintendent  T.  E.  Clark  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad, 
announced  on  December  thirteenth  a  ten  per  cent 
increase  in  the  wages  of  all  employes  in  the 
transportation  department  of  the  company,  to 
take  effect  after  January  first.  This  includes 
all  station  agents,  baggage  masters,  clerks,  tele- 
graph  operators,  and  other  employes  on  the 
main  line  from  Hoboken  to  Buffalo  and  all 
branch  lines.  This  order  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  train  service  of  the  company,  a  ten- 
hour  day  and  a  wage  increase  having  already 
been  granted  to  the  engineers,  firemen  and 
switchmen. 

The  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New 
York  city,  held  its  annual  meeting  on  Monday 
of  last  week  at  the  Coal  Exchange  building. 
New  York.  The  general  committee,  consisting 
of  twenty-five  members,  were  re-elected,  with 
one  new  member,  Mathew  Wilson,  to  succeed 
one  retired.  The  general  committee  met  on 
Thursday,  December  thirteenth,  to  elect  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee  and  receive  the  annual  report 
of  Commissioner  J.  Samuel  Smoot.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Coal  Merchants’  Association  and 
members  of  the  executive  committee  elected  at 
that  meeting  were ;  W.  A.  Leonard,  president, 
and  J.  W.  Beilis,  vice-president.  The  other 
members  are:  Olin  J.  Stephens,  W.  H.  Trim¬ 
mer,  M.  Burns,  W.  F.  Blaisdell  and  George  Eltz. 

A  derelict  was  reported  off  Montauk  Point, 
Long  Island,  a  few  days  ago,  and  as  the  spars 
appeared  above  water,  making  the  wreck  dan¬ 
gerous  to  navigation,  the  revenue  cutter  Mo¬ 
hawk  was  sent  on  Saturday  last  to  blow  it  up. 
Inquiry  as  to  the  nature  of  the  wreck  revealed 
that  it  was  a  barge,  and  was  one  which  the  tug 
Luckenbach  had  been  towing,  coal  laden,  from 
Newport  News  to  Providence.  Owing  to  a 
heavy  blow  off  that  point  the  barge  foundered, 
and  the  three  men  aboard  are  said  to  have  been 
drowned.  Then  it  developed  that  the  barge  was 
originally  the  steamer  Buena  Ventura,  which  the 
gunboat  Nashville  captured  as  the  first  prize  off 
Key  West  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war  with 
Spain.  Later,  it  is  said,  she  was  sold  at  auc¬ 
tion  by  the  government  and  bought  in  by  the 
Luckenbach  Transportation  Line,  of  New  York, 
which  ran  her  in  the  coal  trade  for  two  years 
and  then  converted  her  into  a  barge. 

Consul  F.  W.  Gooding  reports  that  the  larg¬ 
est  commercial  scheme  ever  formed  in  Aus¬ 
tralia  has  recently  been  completed  in  New  South 
Wales,  which  includes  all  but  one  of  the  coal 
mining  companies  in  the  New  Castle  district 
and  the  shipping  companies  controlling  the  sea 
carriage  of  interstate  commodities.  There  are 
thirty-one  colleries  and  six  steamship  companies 
represented  in  the  combine.  The  “vend”  will 
control  the  coal  mined,  will  regulate  the  sales 
of  coal,  and  also  the  output  of  each  mine,  with 
the  exception  mentioned,  the  entire  trade  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  northern  district  will  be  directed 
and  controlled.  Its  object  is  more  to  prevent 
unnecessary  competition  among  themselves  than 
to  raise  the  price  of  coal  above  a  reasonable  figure. 
After  January  first,  1907,  the  minimum  price  of 


the  highest  grade  will  be  $2.43;  of  the  second 
grade,  $2.25;  of  the  third  grade,  $1.70  per  ton. 
There  is  a  committee  of  management  in  New¬ 
castle  and  a  board  in  London,  England.  Through 
the  latter  all  contracts  for  coal  destined  beyond 
Australia  are  arranged. 

J.  H.  Weaver  &  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  announced  the  appointment  of  H.  B. 
Crandall,  as  manager  of  traffic  and  sales,  with 
offices  at  the  Whitehall  building.  New  York  city. 
This^  places  Mr.  Crandall  in  charge  of  the  com¬ 
pany  s  entire  business,  aside  from  the  operation 
of  its  mining  property.  The  duties  cover  the 
business  transacted  with  alt  rail  trade  east  and 
west,  including  New  England  and  tidewater 
points.  The  position  is  a  very  important 
one,  and  the  company  is  therefore  deserv¬ 
ing  of  much  compliment  in  having  obtained  a  per¬ 
son  so  ably  qualified  to  accept  it,  as  Mr.  Crandall.  ' 
He  has  been  identified  with  the  Erie,  in  its  differ¬ 
ent  departments  of  traffic  and  coal  for  twenty 
years.  Acting  for  a  long  period  as  coal  agent  of 
that  road,  up  to  the  time  when  President  Thomas 
became  chief  executive  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  rail¬ 
road  interests,  he  left  to  accept  a  similar  position 
with  this  company.  Remaining  in  this  position  for 
three  years  earned  for  him  a  record  of  merit  and 
ability  for  long  and  satisfactory  service,  that  so 
fully  equips  Mr.  Crandall  for  his  present  position. 

The  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Railway 
formally  announced  on  Thursday  of  last  week 
the  disposition  of  all  its  coal  company  stock  to 
the  Mahoning  Investment  Co.  This  is  a  new 
corporation,  the  stock  of  which  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  pro  rata  to  the  shareholders  of  the  Buf-. 
falo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Railway.  The  road’s 
^al  property  is  operated  and  held  by  the 
Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Railway.  Owing  to  this 
stock  being  pledged  under  the  railroad’s  general 
mortgage  bonds,  it  could  not  distribute  the  coal 
company’s  stock  directly  to  its  own  sharehold¬ 
ers,  but  instead  a  new  company — the  Alahoning 
Investment  Company — was  organized  under  the 
laws  of  Maine,  to  which  the  railway  company 
transferred  all  its  rights  and  title  and  interests 
m  the  coal  company’s  stock,  subject  to  the  lien 
of  the  general  mortgage  bonds.  The  Alahoning 
Investment  Company  is  capitalized  at  $4,200,000, 
and  all  of  this  stock,  with  the  exception  of  $75,- 
000,  has  been  issued  to  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
&  Pittsburg  Railway  in  payment  for  the  stock 
of  the  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
This  stock  now  in  the  treasury  of  the  railroad 
as  a  result  of  the  sale  is  to  be  distributed  pro 
rata  to  the  common  and  preferred  stockholders 
in  the  railway  company.  Each  shareholder  in  the 
railway  will  receive  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the 
par  value  of  his  holdings  in  the  stock  of  the  Ala¬ 
honing  Investment  Co.  The  distribution  will 
be  made  on  December  twenty-seventh.  The 
control  of  the  coal  lands  thus  passes  into  the 
hands  of  the  stockholders  of  the  investment 
fompanj’,  who  are  at  liberty  to  dispose  of  it, 
individually  when  so  desired.  The  sale,  in  other 
words,  it  was  said,  is  an  aboslute  one  and  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  complete  separation  of  the  coal 
lands  from  the  railway  company.  The  object  of 
securing  these  coal  interests  from  the  railway 
was  no  doubt  done  in  deference  to  the  recent- 
amendment  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act, 
which  provides  that  after  Alay  first,  1908.  rail¬ 
roads  engaging  in  interstate  commerce  shall  not 
engage  in  other  business  than  that  of  transpor¬ 
tation. 
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National  Civic  Federatiorv  Meets. 


The  National  Civic  Federation  held  its  fifth  an¬ 
nual  meeting  at  the  Park  avenue  hotel,  New  York 
city,  on  Wednesday  of  last  week.  There  were 
250  persons  present,  among  them  Andrew  Car¬ 
negie,  Cornelius  N.  Bliss,  Oscar  S.  Straus,  Nicho¬ 
las  Murray  Butler,  Archbishop  Ireland,  Bishop 
Potter,  ex-Governor  David  R.  Francis.  Flenry 
Phipps’,  Clarence  H.  Mackey,  Samuel  Gompers, 
John  Mitchell,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Washington  Gladden, 
Clark  Flowell  and  James  Speyer.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  August  Belmont,  the  presi¬ 
dent.  In  an  address  Mr.  Belmont  reviewed  briefly 
the  two  topics  for  discussion  at  the  first  day’s  ses¬ 
sion,  namely,  “Child  Labor”  and  “Government  by 
Injunction.”  Mr.  Belmont  urged  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  investigate  the  problems  grow¬ 
ing  out  of  the  accumulation  of  great  fortunes.  Mr. 
Belmont  said : 

“No  subject  can  bring  greater  good  to  this 
country  if  correctly  solved,  or  greater  harm  if  for 
wise  and  just  taxation  punitive  spoliation  and  the 
destruction  of  our  boundless  spirit  of  enterprise 
through  hampering  regulations  being  substituted. 

“Government  by  injunction  is  another  burning 
subject  that  is  to 'be  discussed.  When  our  work- 
ino'inen  become  imbued  with  the  idea  that  our 
courts  are  used  bv  employers  for  partisan  pur¬ 
poses,  so  to  speak,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  moment 
and  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  this  body,  and 
I  hope  some  steps  may  he  taken  through  the  in¬ 
strumentality  of  this  organization  ^to  help  solve 
this  apparently  insolvable  question.” 

The  discussion  of  the  two  questions  ot  child 
labor  and  government  by  injunction  was  partici- 
Dated  in  by  a  number  of  men  in  labor  arfairs. 

The  annual  dinner  was  held  in  the  evening  at 
the  Park  Avenue  hotel.  There  were  220  guests, 
among  them  several  women  interested  m  social 
problems.  Oscar  S.  Straus,  who  presided,  pointed 


out  that  a  different  relationship,  apparently,  ex¬ 
isted  between  the  labor  leaders  and  the  employ¬ 
ers  since  the  federation  was  organized. 

“It  has  been  an  education  to  me,”  he  said,  “and 
whatever  qualifications  I  may  have  for  the  post 
to  which  I  have  been  called,  at  least  as  far  as 
the  industrial  department  is  concerned,  are  due  to 
the  way  the  federation  has  brought  me  into  con¬ 
tact  with  the  labor  leaders. 

“Nine-tenths  of  the  troubles  of  lalior  and  cap¬ 
ital  are  the  result  of  misunderstandings.  Some 
one  said  it  was  unfortunate  that  we  have  been 
unable  to  stop  the  strikes  which  have  occurred  in 
the  last  five  years.  But  it  is  most  fortunate  that 
we  have  prevented  strikes  of  which  the  public 
have  no  information  and  at  which  they  would  be 
startled  if  they  knew.  If  we  fight  now,  we  know 
the  way  has  already  been  prepared  at  the  coun¬ 
cil  table  for  coming  together  again,  and  any 
labor  leader  will  tell  you  if  he  has  not  clearer 
and  more  fraternal  views  of  capital  as  the  result 
of  the  federation.” 

Mr.  Straus  quoted  a  man  who  said.  You  can 
never  satisfy  labor.  If  you  give  them  eight  hours 
they  will  ask  for  seven ;  if  you  give  them  five  dol¬ 
lars  they  will  ask  seven  dollars.”  _ 

“It  is  perfectly  true  and  I  thank  God  for  it,^  he 
went  on.  “After  all,  dissatisfaction  is  the  basis  of 
our  civilization,  and  if  it  is  dead,  civilization  is 
dead.  For  five  years  I  lived  in  a  mediaeval  coun¬ 
try  There  was  a  paralysis  of  energy,  and  the 
government  controlled  every  business  and  enter¬ 
prise.  Healthy  dissatisfaction  is  the  basis^  of 
progress,  and  I  hope  we  shall  always  have  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  fifth  annual  meeting  on 
Thursday  of  the  National  Civic  Federation  t\i^ 
remarkable  speeches  were  made  by  Melvill  L. 


Ingalls,  ex-president  of  the  Big  Four,  now  chair¬ 
man  of  its  executive  committee,  and  Andrew  Car¬ 
negie.  They  formed  part  of  a  discussion  of  the 
advisahilitv  of  income  and  inheritance  taxes. 

Mr.  Ing'alls  said  that  the  tariff  was  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  piling  up  of  great  individual  for¬ 
tunes.  that  another  reason  was  secret  reliates  be¬ 
tween  the  railroads  and  shippers,  and  that  the 
third  reason  was  the  giving  away  of  valuable 
public  franchises. 

He  advocated  a  modified  tariff,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  an  end  had  come  to  the  rebate  evil, 
and  suggested  that  either  the  municipalities  take 
over  their  lighting  and  street  railway  properties 
or  enter  into  partnershij)  with  private  corporations 
so  that  the  people  might  share  in  the  profits.  He 
thought  these  changes  would  lessen  the  number  of 
multi-millionaires  without  injuring  the  value  of 
property  or  the  growth  of  legitimate  fortunes. 

Mr.  Carnegie,  while  opposing  an  income  tax, 
on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  inquisitorial,  de¬ 
clared  himself  in  favor  of  a  heavy  inheritance 
tax.  He  said  that  money  descending  from  parent 
to  child  had  not.  in  his  experience,  provided  the 
right  sort  of  citizenship,  and  he  would  rather 
leave  a  son  of  his  with  a  curse  than  with  the 
almighty  dollar. 

He  argued  that  multi-millionaires  did  not  earn 
their  great  fortunes ;  the  community  earned 
them,  and  when  the  holders  of  the  great  fortunes 
died  the  share  due  to  the  community  should  be 
given  to  it.  He  protested  vigorously  against  the 
“modern  Shylock,”  who  spends  his  last  years  in 
gathering  more  money,  and  said  he  believed  the 
modern  Shylock  should  be  treated  today  as  was 
the  Shylock  of  Shakespeare’s  comedy  under  the 
Venetian  law,  that  if  an  alien  seek  to  injure  a 
Venetian,  o.ne-half  of  his  wealth  should  go  to  the 
coffers  "of  the  state. 


The  inir».ois  Coal  Operators  Ann\ial  Meeting. 

.  -r  IT  _ 1_!  C  T  JV  T  •  R  T7  T^tich 


The  coal  operators  of  Illinois  held  their  an¬ 
nual  meeting  Tuesday,  December  eighteenth,  m 
the  rooms  of  the  Association,  Odd  Fellows 
building,  Springfield,  Ill.  There  were  ^rout  12i. 
members  of  the  association  present.  ihe  only 
matter  of  importance  which  came  up,  aside  from 
the  regular  routine  business,  was  the  question 
of  moving  the  headquarters  from  Springfield  to 
Chicago.  After  some  discussion  over  the  mat¬ 
ter  it  was  decided  that  the  windy  city  was  the 
most  advantageous  loMtion,  as  most  of  the 
operators  have  offices  in  Chicago. 

When  it  came  to  the  election  of  officers,  Ran¬ 
dolph  Smith  refused  to  run  for  another  term  and 
G.  W.  Traer  of  Chicago  was  elected  president. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  the  retiring 
president.  Colonel  Smith,  recording  the  high  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  operators  for  his  services  to 
the  association. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  covering  the  mem¬ 
bership  and  finances  of  the  association  were  ap¬ 
proved  and  filed.  A  special  committee  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  to  look  into  the  question  of  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  Illinois  coal  in  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  and  elsewhere,  and  to  co-operate  with  the 
University'  of  Illinois  and  others  in  investigaing 
smoke-consuming  appliances.  A  committee  was 
also  appointed  to  prepare  suitable  memorial 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Simpson, 
formerly  vice-president  of  the  Consolidated  Coal 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas,  The  members  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  greatly  appreciate  the 
work  being  done  by  the  Illinois  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey  and  the  special  work  of  the  University  of 
Illinois  relating  to  coal  burning. 

Resolved,  That  this  association  heartily  en¬ 
dorses  the  work  of  the  Illinois  Geological  Sur¬ 
vey  and  strongly  favors  its  continuance  and  en¬ 
largement  ; 

Resolved,  That  this  Association  recommends 


that  the  state  legislature  at  its  pending  session 
make  an  additional  appropriation  for  further 
coal  investigation;  and  ■  r 

Resolved,  Further,  that  this  association  ta- 
vors  establishing  a  course  of  mining  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois,  with  auxiliary  branches  or 
mining  institutes  throughout  the  state  under  its 

^^’Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  furnished  the  governor  of  this  state,  to  the 
University  of  Illinois  and  to  the  director  of  the 

Illinois  Geological  Survey. 

The  following  officers  of  the  association  and 
members  of  the  executive  comnnttee  were 
chosen  for  the  coming  year;  G.  W.  Traer,  pi es^- 
ident ;  R.  R-  Hammond,  vice-president ;  L.  i  ■ 
Bent  secretary-treasurer ;  Herman  Justi,  com¬ 
missioner ;  C.  L.  Scroggs,  recording  secretary 
and  secretary  of  commission. 

Executive  committee:  _ 

First  district,  H.  N.  Taylor,  Chicago,  11.; 
A.  L.  Sweet,  Chicago,  111. ;  S.  M.  Dalzell,  Chi 

cago.  111.  ^  ...  ,,, 

Second  district,  L.  E.  Fischer,  Danville  111. , 
R.  R.  Hammond,  Chicago,  Ilk;  W.  G.  Harts¬ 
horn.  Danville,  Ill.  x  •  *  i  m 

Third  district,  T.  F.  Holmes,  Lincoln,  111. , 
D.  D.  Shumway,  Springfield,  Ilk;  Lee  Kincaid, 

Athens,  Ilk  _  r-  •  c  i  i 

Fourth  district,  F.  W.  Lukins,  Springfield, 
Ilk;  John  B.  Falcetti,  Virden,  Ilk;  S.  A.  Sha¬ 
fer,  Assumption,  Ilk 

Fifth  district,  E.  C.  Donk,  St.  Louis,  Mo. , 
A.  J.  Moorshead,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  W.  K.  Kava- 
naugh,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Sixth  district,  R.  H.  Zoller,  Chicago,  Ilk ; 
W.  H.  Greenwood,  DuQuoin,  Ilk;  h.  D.  Secor, 
Odin,  Ilk 

Seventh  district,  F.  S.  Peabody,  Chicago,  Ilk; 
J.  D.  Peters,  Herrin,  Ilk;  Walter  Williams,  Ben¬ 
ton,  Ilk;  1.  J.  O  Gara,  Chicago,  Ilk 

Eighth  district,  Richard  Newsam,  Peoria,  Ilk; 
Robert  Lee,  Rock  Island,  Ilk 
Ninth  district,  J.  E.  Rutledge,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 


Joseph  Lumaghi,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  B.  F.  Bush, 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Honorary  members  at  large : 

O.  L.  Garrison,  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  Randolph 
Smith,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

V 

A  gigantic  merger  of  all  coal  mining  proper¬ 
ties  in  Illinois  within  a  radius  of  sixty  miles  of 
East  St.  Louis  has  been  planned  by  eastern  capi¬ 
talists,  whose  scheme  is  said  to  be  promoted  by 
the  Holbrook-Blackwelder  Real  Estate  Co.  of  St. 
Louis.  That  an  effort  is  being  made  to  effect 
such  a  merger  developed  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Illinois  coal  operators  in  Springfield  last  Tues¬ 
day.  Persons  acquainted  with  the  facts  said  that 
the  plan  contemplated  an  organization  with  a 
capital  of  $(i0,()()0,()00  that  should  control  every 
coal  mine  in  what  is  known  as  the  East  St.  Louis 
district.  If  this  is  effected  it  will  mean  the  pn- 
trol  by  one  company  of  more  than  150  mines, 
which  are  held  by  about  forty  different  oper¬ 
ating  firms. 

Fines  amounting  to  $168  were  imposed  on  four 
coal  dealers  in  police  court  at  Indianapolis  a  few 
days  ago  when  they  were  convicted  of  selling  at 
short  weight  to  their  customers.  A.  A.  Wilkin¬ 
son  of  the  Greer-Wilkinson  Coal  Co.  was  fined 
$50  and  costs,  this  being  the  second  fine  imposed 
on  the  company  for  the  same  offense.  A.  E. 
Bradshaw,  president  of  the  Indianapolis  Mortar 
&  Fuel  Co.,  and  Perry  K.  Huey  ajid  Charles  H. 
Thompson,  operating  their  own  companies,  were 
each  fined  $25  and  costs,  the  offenses  being  their 
first. 

V 

The  Link  h'uel  &  Supply  Co.,  whose  coal  liop- 
per  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  was  recently  destroyed  by 
fire,  will  tear  away  the  debris  and  erect  new  sheds 
at  once,  d  he  damage,  which  amounted  to  two 
thousand  dollars,  was  fully  covered  by  insurance. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  22,  1906. 

The  crying  problem  in  the  Pittsburg 
district,  wliich  still  remains  unsolved, 
is  the  car  problem.  How  to  make  one 
car  do  the  work  of  two  is  above  the 
proportion  it  has  now  assumed.  The 
largest  producers  of  coal  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  have  been  forced  to  close 
down  a  number  of  their  mines,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  inability  to  get  a  suffi¬ 
cient  amount  of  cars  to  carry  the  stuff. 
This  is  also  the  experience  of  other 
smaller  coal  shippers  in  the  district. 

The  coke  producers  arc  also  ham¬ 
pered  i.n  the  same  way  as  the  coal 
people,  box  cars  in  particular  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  hard  to  obtain,  and  these  are 
preferred  above  all  others. 

Now  that  the  lake  season  is  closed, 
it  is  expected  that  cars  will  be  more 
plentiful,  but  up  to  today  there  is  no 
change  in  the  general  supply. 

Labor  in  the  district  is  about  on  a 
par  with  the  demand  for  the  men; 
on  account  of  some  of  the  mines  shut¬ 
ting  down  the  supply  has  worked  up 
somewhat,  and  men  to  work  at  both 
mines  and  ovens  are  more  easily  ob¬ 
tained  than  for  some  weeks.  There 
are  no  labor  troubles  to  report  in  this 
region ;  the  situation  at  the  two  mines 
that  were  on  strike,  the  Allegheny  Coal 
Co.  and  the  Pittsburg  Plate  Glass  Co., 
remain  in  the  same  status  as  has  existed 
for  some  time. 

Shipments  of  'coal  by  the  river  route 
still  continue  with  a  pleasing  regular¬ 
ity.  At  present  there  is  a  large  quantity 
of  coal  in  the  harbor  that  can  not  be 
sent  forward,  as  there  are  not  sufficient 
towboats  on  hand  to  carry  them.  Not 
for  a  long  time  have  the  river  operators 
enjoyed  such  an  uninterrupted  season  of 
water  shipments  as  they  have  had  for 
the  past  six  weeks ;  as  a  result  many 
millions  of  tons  of  coal  have  been  sent 
south,  and  the  end  is  not  yet. 

An  interesting  contrast  is  noted  here 
regarding  the  two  methods  of  shipping 
coals,_  viz.:  by  rail  and  by  river;  and 
here  is  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  Ohio  river.  At  the 
present  time  the  Pittsburg  harbor  is 
full  of  empty  barges,  ready  to  be  taken 
to  the  upper  pools  for  refilling;  these 
barges  have  all  come  back  from  down 
the  river  points  during  the  past  few 
days;  if  the  present  water  stage  keeps 
up  the  barges  now  empty  will  have  been 
sent  down  the  stream  again,  and  their 
places  taken  by  others,  which  in  turn 
will  be  refilled  and  reshipped.  An  end¬ 
less  chain  of  barges  are  going  and  com¬ 
ing  and  there  are  always  plenty  of 
barges  waiting  to  be  filled.  Contrast 
this  with  the  car  situation  on  the  various 
railroads.  If  barges  can  be  made  fast 
enough  to  supply  the  demands  of  the 
river  coal  shippers,  why  can  not  a  suffi¬ 
cient  amount  of  cars  be  manufactured 
for  the  rail  shippers? 

A  Year’s  Record. 

Statistics  to  hand  from  Mr.  W.  M. 
Crall,  of  the  Pittsburg  Car  Service  As¬ 
sociation,  show  a  marvelous  growth  in 
the  total  tonnage  sent  out  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  for  the  year,  to  which 
figure  must  be  added  the  shipments  for 
the  present  month.  The  total  number 
of  tons  shipped  runs  up  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  120,000,000 ;  of  this  coal  totaled 
over  one-third  of  the  full  amount  or 
46,000,000  tons,  and  her  co-partner  coke 
is  a  good -second,  being  20,000,000  tons; 
the  balance  is  made  up  of  finished  steel 
products,  lumber,  etc.  This  is  truly  a 
stupendous  amount  of  freight,  and  cer¬ 


tainly  stamps  the  Pittsburg  district  as 
being  the  greatest  freight  producer  in 
the  country,  and  doubtless  the  greatest 
in  the  world. 

Coal  Cra^y. 

Attention  is  called  to  a  news  note  in 
another  jiart  of  this  letter  regarding  the 
failure  of  the  Farmers’  &  Drovers’  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  of  Wa_ynesburg,  Pa.  The 
comment  by  way  of  explanation  as  to 
the  cause  of  the  failure  is  doubtless  true. 
Greene  county.  Pa.,  has  been  much  to 
the  front  in  recent  months  on  account 
of  the  coal  deals  reported  to  have  been 
made  there.  If  all  the  sales  of  coal 
properties  in  Greene  county,  during  the 
last  two  or  three  years  were  bona-fide 
ones,  the  ground  has  been  sold  several 
times.  Carried  away  by  the  reports 
made  from  time  to  time  of  the  immense 
increase  in  values  of  Greene  county  coal 
lands,  and  spurred  to  action  by  the  suc- 
cesess  of  such  men  as  J.  V.  Thompson, 
of  Uniontown,  and  others,  it  is  said  that 
a  perfect  army  of  speculators  sprang  up 
in  the  county  capitol.  Waynesburg  is 
like  their  near  neighbor  Washington 
during  the  oil  excitement.  Every  man 
in  the  town  became  a  dealer  in  coal 
lands.  Some  of  them  became  well  off, 
but  more  of  them  are  today  land  poor. 
The  fever  spread  until  former  conserv¬ 
ative  men  forgot  to  be  careful ;  the 
banks  and  their  officers  and  directors 
became  mixed  up  in  the  general  scram¬ 
ble  for  hurried  and  increased  wealth  and 
the  inevitable  result  has  come  about ; 
depressed  values,  unlawful  actions,  a 
closed  bank,  and  probably  prison  cells 
for  some. 

Prices  Unchanged.. 

The  rates  of  last  week  on  coal  prevail 
this  week.  Run  of  mine  coal  is  strong 
at  $1.45@1.55  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Three-quarter  inch  remains  unchanged, 
at  $1.55@1.65  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Lump  coal  is  a  shade  weaker  at  $1.60@ 
1.70  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  slack 
is  a  little  higher,  being  quoted  at  $1.00 
@1.10  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

Coke  is  stronger  and  higher;  it  is 
really  remarkable  how  the  coke  market 
keeps  up;  producers  are  overrun  with 
orders,  and  are  not  anxious  to  book 
contracts  ahead.  The  coke  trade  is  as¬ 
suming  the  nature  of  a  speculative  prop¬ 
osition,  and  the  man  that  has  the  goods 
can  almost  dictate  the  price  for  the 
same. 

Furnace  coke  is  selling  for  $3.30@ 
3.50  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  and  is 
hard  to  obtain  at  these  figures.  We 
learn  of  contracts  made  during  the  week 
at  $3.25.  Foundry  grade  is  strong  at 
$4.10@4.40  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens, 
and  is  scarce  at  any  price.  Coke  pro¬ 
ducers  are  extremely  conservative,  and 
are  not  hunting  orders;  many  of  them 
are  tied  up  with  contracts  at  prices 
much  below  the  market  rates,  and  this 
fact  should  not  be  thrown  at  them  too 
strongly  nor  too  frequently,  as  it  makes 
them  skittish. 

The  outlook  for  both  the  coal  and 
coke  industry  in  this  section  is  good. 
A  safe  prophecy  for  coal  is  that  it  may 
let  up  somewhat  in  prices.  A  conserva¬ 
tive  view  for  the  coke  market’s  future 
is  that  present  prices  will  be  sustained, 
and  will  possibly  go  higher. 

The  retail  situation  remains  un¬ 
changed.  W’inter  is  upon  Pittsburg  in 
earnest,  but  not  with  such  severity  as 
to  make  any  shortage  Ln  fuels  or  pro¬ 
voke  an  increase  in  present  prices. 


GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  on  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  for 
the  week  ending  December  eighth 
again  exceeded  the  million-ton  mark, 
the  shipments  aggregating  1,081,097  tons. 

“Pittsburg  Coal”  was  discussed  in  a 
paper  read  on  Tuesday  evening  last  be¬ 
fore  the  Engineers’  Society  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  by  F.  Z.  Shellenburg. 
'I'he  statement  was  made  that  sixty  per 
cent  of  the  coal  mined  here  was  con¬ 
sumed  in  this  district. 

The  power  house  of  the  Pricedale 
mines  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  the 
twelfth  instant.  'J'he  entire  equipment, 
including  a  battery  of  six  boilers  and 
three  large  dynamos  is  a  total  loss. 
The  damage  done  amounts  to  $150,000. 

The  Beamer  Pick  &  Axe  Works  at 
Manor,  Pa.,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Consolidated  Handle  Co.,  a  $1,000,000 
corporation.  The  plant  is  the  largest 
of  the  kind  in  the  United  States,  the 
company  having  recently  completed  a 
large  brick  and  iron  factory  building  as 
an  addition  to  the  old  works. 

Another  heavy  consignment  of  coal 
was  sent  out  this  week  by  the  river  ship¬ 
pers.  The  number  of  tows  already  sent 
out  have  been  limited,  as  many  of  the 
boats  have  not  yet  returned  from  their 
last  trip  to  the  south.  River  men  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  high  water,  and 
will  send  shipments  forward  as  rapidly 
as  the  supply  of  towboats  will  permit. 

Harry  Beeson,  J.  T.  Robinson  and  L. 
E.  Lynn,  of  Unipntown,  Pa.,  have  closed 
a  deal  for  the  sale  of  1,176  acres  of  coal 
to  R.  B.  Cunningham  of  Fairmont.  The 
coal  was  sold  for  one  hundred  dollars 
an  acre  and  is  located  at  Brown  station, 
W.  Va.,  not  far  from  Clarksburg.  The 
land  was  bought  a  few  years  ago  by 
Beeson  and  his  associates  for  from  eight 
to  thirteen  dollars  an  acre. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,  Connells- 
ville.  Pa.,  which  owns  a  valuable  coal 
field  in  the  valley  of  Sewickley  creek, 
Sewickley  township,  has  a  force  of  men 
at  work  there  locating  the  outcrop  of 
the  Pittsburg  seam.  The  face  of  the 
seam  is  being  exposed  on  different 
farms  by  the  excavation  of  drift  mines. 
The  work  is  being  done  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  W.  P.  Bell  of  Bell’s  Mills. 

“Even  if  the  lake  traffic  is  closed  the 
coal  business  continues  to  be  good. 
There  is  a  large  amount  of  coal  stand¬ 
ing  on  the  tracks  in  the  lake  ports,  but 
a  few  days  of  this  cold  weather  will 
clear  it  up  and  the  coal  companies  of 
Western  Pennsylvania  and  Eastern  Ohio 
will  doubtless  enjoy  a  prosperous  win¬ 
ter.”  The  above  statement  is  made  by 
Charles  W.  Bygate,  sales  agent  for  the 
Pickands-Magee  Coal  Co.  of  Pittsburg. 

Among  the  heaviest  shippers  in  tl’.c 
Pittsburg  district,  the  present  agitation 
over  car  shortage  has  been  treated  with 
somewhat  different  views  than  is  gen¬ 
erally  taken.  For  a  long  time  there  has 
been  a  complaint,  not  over  the  lack,  of 
cars,  but  of  the  manner  in  which  rail¬ 
roads  are  handling  the  cars  they  have. 
It  is  here  that  the  chief  trouble  is  said 
to  exist.  While  shippers  are  calling  vain¬ 
ly  for  cars,  and  mills  are  menaced  with 
forced  suspension  of  operations,  because 
of  the  inability  to  keep  shipping  yards 
clear,  there  are  said  to  be  thousands  of 
empty  cars  at  junction  points  and  ter¬ 
minals  held  for  loads,  and  the  railroad 
companies  are  unable  to  move  them  be¬ 
cause  the  locomotives  cannot  do  the 
work  fast  enough. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co..  Pittsburg, 
is  preparing  to  erect  four  big  coke 
plants  in  the  lower  Connellsville  region 
and  to  have  these  plants  ready  for  op¬ 
eration  at  an  early  date.  One  plant  of 
four  hundred  ovens  will  be  built  between 
Leckrone  and  Smithfield ;  another  of 
four  hundred  ovens  will  be  located  at 
Ronco,  from  where  the  company  has  been 
shipping  raw  coal :  a  third  plant  of  four 
hundred  ovens  will  be  located  at  Orient 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  a  fourth  plant  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  ovens  will  be 
built  on  the  Low  Phos  branch  of  the 
Connellsville  Central  railroad.  The 


company  has  just  completed  large  plants 
at  York  Run  and  Shoaf  in  the  southern 
end  of  the  region  and  this  renewed  act¬ 
ivity  indicates  that  a  great  tonnage  of 
coke  will  be  needed  by  the  company  in 
the  immediate  future. 

Reforms  and  adjustments  desired  in 
weighing  coal  and  other  mineral  prod¬ 
ucts  were  arranged  yesterday  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  Union  station  of  the  leading 
coal  traffic  officers  of  the  lines  in  the 
soft  coal  territory.  Among  those  pres¬ 
ent  were  Freight  Traffic  Manager  Mc¬ 
Cabe  and  General  Ore  and  Coal  Agent 
Perkins  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines;  Man¬ 
ager  of  Freight  Traffic  Wight,  General  i 
Coal  and  Coke  Agent  Matthews,  Coal  i 
and  Coke  Agent  Cromlish  and  Division  i 
Freight  Agents  Gray,  Constans,  and  An-  i 
derson  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio;  Freight  ' 
Traffic  Manager  Ingalls  of  the  New  York  ^ 
Central  lines  at  Chicago,  General  Ore  i 
and  Coal  Agent  Bromley  of  the  Lake  ; 
Shore,  General  Freight  Agent  Terry,  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie,  and  T.  D. 
Hobart,  coal  and  coke  freight  agent  of  ! 
the  Norfolk  &  Western. 

P.  J.  Forsythe,  surviving  partner  of  [ 
the  late  W.  C.  Jutte,  in  the  firm  of  P.  J.  : 
Forsythe  &  Co.,  entered  three  suits  in 
common  pleas  court  No.  3  today,  asking  ' 
for  large  amounts  of  money  for  services 
alleged  to  have  been  performed  while  a 
member  of  the  firm  and  while  working 
for  the  firm  of  W.  C.  Jutte  &  Co.  From 
the  Peoples  Coal  Co.,  he  asks  for  $18,-  j 
882.40,  which  he  claims  is  a  balance  due  j 
the  firm  of  P.  J.  Forsythe  &  Co.  The  1 
debt,  it  is  claimed,  has  been  standing  ; 
since  1902,  and  he  also  asks  for  interest.  ; 
Another  suit  against  the  Peoples  Coal  , 
Co.  is  a  personal  one,  and  the  plaintiff 
wants  to  collect  $2,436.77,  which  he  ' 
claims  is  due  as  a  balance  for  a  deal  in  i 
coal  lands  he  claims  to  have  engineered 
for  the  defendant.  The  other  suit  is 
against  the  W.  C.  Jutte  Co.,  and  is  for 
the  collection  of  two  thousand  dollars.  | 
This  amount,  it  is  claimed,  is  due  as  sal¬ 
ary  as  manager.  Interest  is  also  asked 
in  this  action. 

Crushing  ordinary  bituminous  coal  as 
it  is  fed  to  an  ordinary  boiler  and  then 
by  an  air  pressure  supplied  by  a  small  | 
blower  on  the  side  of  the  boiler,  blow-  I 
ing  the  coal  in  powdered  form  from 

each  side  of  the  fire  box  simultaneously, 
\yhere  it  is  ignited  and  then  burns  more 
like  an  electric  arc  light  and  with  a 

test  of  4,000  degrees  because  of  the 

combination  of  air  and  powdered  coal, 
is  the  latest  proposition  to  absolutely 
do  a^yav  with  the  present  smoke  nuisance 
in  Pittsburg.  Experiments  were  made 
\yith  this  method  recently  at  a  conven-  1 
tion  of  smoke  inspectors  at  Detroit 

that  astonished  the  delegates  and  has 
aroused  much  comment  from  various  ■ 
sections  of  the  countrj'.  At  places 
where  this  system  has  been  tried  it  is 
_  claimed  that  thirty  per  cent  of  the  coal  ; 
bill  has  been  saved,  and  the  labor  cost  , 
has  been  reduced  from  seven  or  eight 
to  one  man,  to  care  for  the  boilers  and 
fires.  Engineers  who  have  investigated 
the  matter  say  that  the  idea  is  not  one  ■ 
of  a  smoke  consumer,  for  there  is  no 
smoke.  It  is  merely  applying  natural 
laws  to  the  operation  of  burning  coal. 

With  the  loading  of  coal  at  many  of 
the  Pittsburg  mines  Saturday  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  the  lakes,  whence  it  will  be  trans¬ 
ported  to  the  northwest  for  winter  con¬ 
sumption,  the  last  of  this  year’s  coal 
movement  for  that  trade  will  have 
been  made.  The  importance  of  this 
announcement  is  fully  appreciated  by 
the  coal  miners  and  operators,  who, 
since  early  spring  have  been  bend¬ 
ing  every  energy  to  make  the  pres¬ 
ent  year’s  lake  shipments  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  trade.  Only  rough 
estimates  are  as  yet  obtainable  as  to  the 
result  of  the  past  season.  It  is  Iqamed, 
however,  that  upward  of  one  million  tons 
have  gone  to  the  lakes  from  Pittsburg 
in  excess  of  1905,  and  this  in  spite  of 
the  unusually  severe  car  shortage.  In 
1905  it  was  not  the  car  shortage  that 
troubled  the  coal  men,  but  the  vessel 
shortage,  due  to  the  strikes  on  the  lakes. 
This  year  there  were  vessels  in  waiting 
constanth’  for  all  the  coal  the  railroads 
could  haul  to  the  lake  ports  and  it  was 
impossible  to  ship  them  out  promptly. 
Most  of  the  coal  companies  engaged  in 
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e  lake  coal  trade  are  of  the  opinion 
at  had  the  car  shortage  been  equal  to 
e  demands,  the  tonnage  gain  for  the 
:ar  would  have  been  two  to  three  mil- 
)n  instead  of  one  million  tons. 

For  a  number  of  days  past  the  public 
ess  of  Pittsburg,  and  doubtless  of  the 
untry  at  large  also,  has  teemed  with 
ws  items  and  editorials  regarding  the 
ilure  of  the  Farmers  and  Drovers  Na- 
)nal  Bank  of  Waynesburg,  Pa.  All 
nds  of  explanations  have  been  made 
garding  the  matter,  but  the  most 
ausible  one  is  that  given  by  a  promi- 
;nt  coal  man  of  the  city,  who  said; 
rhe  entire  trouble  in  the  Waynesburg 
isiness  section  appears  to  have  arisen 
om  the  extensive  speculation  in  coal 
nds  by  men  who  had  to  get  repeated 
commodations  from  the  bank  in  order 
carry  the  loans  they  assumed.  It  is 
id  that  Cashier  Rhinehart,  of  the  failed 
ink,  has  no  less  than  8,000  acres  of 
lal  land  himself.  This  is  said  to  be 
orth  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  million 
)llars  if  it  could  be  realized  on  at  fair 
Inures.”  Continuing  the  coal  man  add- 
1  his  opinion  that  “the  people  of  Greene 
lunty  are  coal  crazy,  the  fever  for 
lying  coal  '^ronerties  caught  them  just 
<e  the  craze  for  buying  oil  lands  or 
ining  stocks.” 

One  of  the  most  extensive  coking  ven¬ 
tres  of  recent  years  in  the  Connells- 
ille  region  is  about  to  be  undertaken  by 
le  Overholts  and  Keisters  of  Scottdale. 
hose  interests  have  taken  options  on 
•acts  of  land  totaling  fifteen  thousand 
:res  between  Connellsville  and  Ohio  on 
le  west  side  of  the  Youghiogheny  river, 
nd  have  already  closed  deals  for  tak¬ 


ing  up  seven  thousand  acres.  Two  thou¬ 
sand  coke  ovens  will  be  built  and  op¬ 
erations  will  begin  at  once.  The  project 
is  the  result  of  the  coming  of  the  Wa¬ 
bash  to  the  Connellsville  coke  region. 
The  coal  is  located' along  the  main  line 
of  the  Wabash,  to  the  seaboard,  as  at 
present  surveyed,  and  there  ■will  there¬ 
fore  be  adequate  railroad  .facilities.  In 
order  to  allow  the  commencement  of  op¬ 
erations  before  the  coming  of  the  Wa¬ 
bash  it  is  planned  to  build  a  bridge 
across  the  Youghiogheny  from  the  pro¬ 
posed  works  to  the  main  line  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  G.  C.  Lan¬ 
dis,  one  of  the  best  posted  coke  men  m 
the  region  and  until  lately  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Mt.  Braddock  works  of  the 
W.  J.  Rainey  Co.,  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  operations.  The  coal  to  be  worked 
is  of  the  Upper  Freeport  vein,  the  same 
as  is  being  mined  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Youghiogheny  now  by  the  Dunbar  Fur- 
nace  Co. 

The  furnaces  now  in  operation  are  suf¬ 
ficient  to  use  up  the  entire  output  of 
coke,  and,  indeed,  more  coke  could  be 
used  if  it  could  be  found.  Within  the 
ensuing  six  months  twenty-seven  addi¬ 
tional  furnaces  now  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction  will  be  blown  in,  and  these  will 
require  the  output  of  several  thousands 
of  coke  ovens.  Besides  these,  there  are 
in  addition  forty-seven  more  furnaces  in 
course  of  construction,  all  of  which  will 
be  finished  and  ready  for  operation  with¬ 
in  the  next  two  years.  It  is  estimated 
that  it  will  take  twelve  thousand  more 
coke  ovens  than  now  exist  to  supply 
the  coke  to  keep  all  these  new  furnaces 
in  operation,  and  there  is  said  to  be 
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considerable  alarm  felt  among  furnace 
men  as  to  where  this  supply  is  to  come 
from.  Even  though  they  should  com¬ 
mence  immediately  to  develop  more 
mines  of  coking  coal,  and  build  ovens,  it 
is  said  that  it  would  take  at  least  two 
years  before  they  would  be  producing 
coke.  But  there  is  a  scarcity  of  coking 
coal,  and  therefore  it  is  a  problem  where 
the  furnace  men  can  secure  good  coal 
acreage,  in  order  to  open  up  mines  and 
build  ovens.  The  Jones  &  Laughlin  Co. 
is  now  building  one  thousand  new  coke 
ovens,  but  these  will  be  hardly  sufficient 
to  supply  the  coke  necessary  for  the 
company’s  increased  furnace  capacity. 
The  H.  C.  Frick  Co.  are  reported  to  be 
working  up  to  their  capacity  and  the 
coal  mines  which  they  own  are  working 
over  time. 


NEW  tLT\d  RELAYING 

12  to  100  Ib.  Sections 

Second  Hand  Rails  cut  to  length. 
Immediate  shipments  guaranteed  from 
stock.  Less  carloads  our  specialty. 

L.  B.  Foster  Co.,  pi«,b"r«h.pf; 


Quick 

Shipment. 


RAILS  FOR  SALE. 

too  tons  of  70  lb.  relaying  steel  "T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

200  tons  of  65  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

900  tons  of  60  lb.  relaying  steel  “T”  rails  and 
angle  bars; 

300  tons  of  58  lb.  relaying  steel  “T"  rails  and 
angle  bars. 

All  sizes  of  new  rails  in  stock  at  our  yard. 
Write  or  wire  us  for  prices. 

Iron  City  Steol  Company 

1210  Bessemer  Bldg.  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


R  A  I  IV  » 

NEW  AND  RELAYING 
Buyers  of  Mixed  Mine  Scrap 
L.  K.  HIRSCH  CO. 

Prick  Building,  PITTSBURGH.  PA. 
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Mining  Co. 
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THE  COMING 


COAL  FIELD 

Is  in  Maryland.  We  have  800 
acres  in  Garrett  County,  and  a 
fully  equipped  mine,  capable 
of  producing  from  500  to  1000 
tons  a  day,  of  high-grade  Steam, 
Blacksmith  and  Coking  Coal. 

WE  Want  More  Capital 

TO  DEVELOP  OVR  PLANT 

Our  property  has  quadrupled 
in  value  inside  of  the  past  year. 

If  interested  write  to 

Beechwood- 
CUMBERLAND  COAL  Co. 
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“Big  Vein  Lehigh” 
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“Best”  eas 
“White  Oak”  Steam 
And  other  grade.  Bitaminons 


Connellsville,  Latrebe,  CiaUltzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIDNS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R..  Erie  R.  R.,  and  tbeir  connections. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
Smekett  Screen  C«.,  Pre> 
donia,  N.  Y..  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod- 
irate  in  price.  All  shipnaents  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  nonse  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 
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A  certificate  of  genuineness  accompanies 
each  invoice  from  this  office. 


C.  L.  DERING, 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 
1000-10  Old  Colony 
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Coi-UMnus,  Ohio,  Dec.  22. —  (Sf’ccial 
Correspondence.)  —  Sonic  needed 
.streiiKtli  lias  been  imparted  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  during  the  jiast  week  by  the  most 
seasonable  spell  of  weather  that  has 
been  experienced  yet  this  winter, 
'riiroiighont  a  large  section  of  the  near¬ 
by  selling  territory  the  ground  is  cov¬ 
ered  with  snow,  giving  a  snggestiveness 
of  coal  needs  that  is  borne  out  in  iiart 
by  the  temperature. 

A  immher  of  companies  report  a  con- 
sider.'ihle  increase  in  the  volume  of  or¬ 
ders,  hut,  on  the  whole,  the  effect  has 
not  been  as  iironounced  as  could  have 
been  desired.  Dealers  arc  well  stocked, 
and  it  will  take  a  week  or  two  of  active 
demand  on  the  part  of  consumers  to 
bring  about  active  buying.  At  this  stage 
of  the  game,  and  with  the  warm  weather 
record  of  last  winter,  the  average  dealer 
is  willing  to  take  chances  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  as  long  as  the  temperature  remains 
on  the  sunny  side  of  zero.  • 

No  Cause  for  Complaint  on  Present 
Prices. 

Except  for  the  snappy  weather  of  last 
October,  which  set  everybody  to  guess¬ 
ing  on  what  was  going  to  happen  in  the 
way  of  coal  needs,  and  which  stimu¬ 
lated  the  laying  in  of  stocks,  it  is 
likely  that  domestic  lump  would  have 
been  selling  for  $1.50  instead  of  $2.00. 
Considering  the  mildness  of  the  season, 
the  conservative  coal  man  feels  that  the 
market  has  kept  up  wonderfully  well. 

There  is  reported  to  be  considerable 
price-cutting  at  points  reached  by  non- 
air  cars,  but  otherwise  the  circular  on 
domestic  coals  appears  to  be  holding 
its  own.  The  trade  is  susceptible  to 
active  stimulation  by  a  touch  of  severe 
weather  within  the  natural  winter  ter¬ 
ritory. 

The  hig  companies  which  ship  to  the 
northwest  state  that  existing  conditions 
in  certain  sections  of  that  territory  will 
have  little,  if  any,  effect  upon  the  market 
here.  The  season  is  over,  so  far  as 
that  feature  of  the  Hocking  valley  trade 
is  concerned.  Something  like  1,500,000 
tons  went  up  during  the  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer  from  this  locality.  After  October 
the  energies  of  local  operators  are  di¬ 
rected  toward  trade  nearer  home.  In 
interviews  given  out  by  the  heads  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  and  the  New  Pitts¬ 
burgh  companies,  which  ship  practically 
all  of  the  coal  that  goes  from  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley  to  upper  lake  points,  it  is  cited 
that  the  trouble  does  not  lie  in  lack  of 
fuel  on  the  docks,  but  in  the  inability 
of  the  railroads  to  distribute  it  to  con¬ 
sumers  on  account  of  car  shortage. 

'I'he  feature  of  the  steam  coal  trade 
continues  to  he  the  demand  for  slack, 
with  prices  showing  an  upward  ten¬ 
dency.  Although  quoted  on  circular  at 
$1.10,  the  most  of  it  is  selling  at  90c, 
with  prospect  of  reaching  $1.00  in  the 
near  future.  Other  grades  of  steam  are 
commanding  profitable  prices. 

A  slight  improvement  in  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  was  mentioned  last  week,  but  this 
appears  to  have  been  only  temporary,  as 
reports  for  the  past  few  days  sherws  it 
to  have  dropped  back  to  an  average  of 
about  forty  per  cent  for  the  Hocking 
valley,  with  conditions  even  less  favor¬ 
able  for  West  Virginia,  in  so  far  as  they 
pertain  to  localities  represented  in  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

The  retail  market  is  firm  at  $3.50  for 
Hocking  domestic.  Car  supply  from  the 
mines  to  this  city  is  good,  on  account  of 
their  being  plenty  of  non-air  equipment. 

New  Car  Distribution  Rules. 

A  very  live  local  question  just  now  is 
the  proposed  change  in  the  rules  gov¬ 
erning  the  distribution  of  coal  cars  on 


the  Hocking  Valley  system.  Under  the 
present  arrangement  cars  arc  cars,  no 
matter  from  what  source  they  come  or 
for  what  purpose  they  are  intended. 
'I'hey  all  count  in  the  (piota  allotted  to 
the  various  operators.  No  distinction 
is  made  in  railroad  contract  coal  where 
the  purchasing  line  furnishes  cars  for 
transporting  same. 

Ihidcr  the  rules  which  arc  expected 
to  go  into  effect  the  first  of  the  year  cars 
supplied  for  railroad  fuel  will  not  he 
considered  as  part  of  the  regular  al-, 
lotment  of  any  mining  comjjany,  but 
the  latter  will  receive  their  share  of 
the  regular  supply  without  regard  to 
how  many  empties  arc  received  at  the 
mines  on  railroad  contract  business. 
This  includes  not  only  fuel  for  for¬ 
eign  roads,  but  those  for  the  Hocking 
Valley  system  itself.  The  subject  has 
been  discussed  at  a  meeting  of  the  op¬ 
erators,  and  it  is  stated  that  with  a 
few  exceptions,  consisting  of  companies 
having  a  large  contract  trade  of  this 
nature,  they  are  against  it.  It  is  claimed 
that  it  leaves  a  loophole  for  discrimina¬ 
tion,  as  there  is  no  definite  means  of  de¬ 
termining  whether  or  not  coal  shipped 
out  as  railroad  fuel  will  not  go  to  the 
regular  market. 

The  matter  is  exciting  a  great  deal  of 
controversy,  but  there  is  little  prospect 
that  the  Hocking  Valley  will  recede 
from  the  attitude  it  has  taken  in  regard 
to  cutting  such  cars  out  of  the  quota.  In 
such  case  it  is  expected  that  the  ques¬ 
tion  will  he  taken  into  the  courts.  The 
companies  who  are  to  be  benefited  by 
the  change  elaim  that  it  should  first  be 
given  a  fair  trial  before  being  con¬ 
demned,  that  the  present  system  govern¬ 
ing  railroad  coal  is  unfair  to  operators 
who  are  depended  upon  by  transporta¬ 
tion  companies  for  the  bulk  of  this  low- 
priced  business,  and  that  a  better  plan 
than  now  exists  from  taking  care  of  this 
class  of  trade  will  prove  more  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  coal  interests  in  gen¬ 
eral. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL 
NOTES. 

C.  J.  Rottinghaus,  of  Dayton,  Ohio, 
was  in  the  city  on  Tuesday  last. 

C.  N.  Nicol,  of  the  Trojan  Coal  Co., 
Troy,  Ohio,  was  in  town  last  week. 

George  H.  Barker,  manager  for  May¬ 
nard  Bros.,  was  in  Toledo  Tuesday. 

E.  J.  Howe,  the  well-known  Findley, 
Ohio,' coal  man,  was  in  town  Saturday 
last. 

The  W.  J.  Hamilton  Co.  closed  a  con¬ 
tract  this  week  for  200  cars  of  railroad 
coal. 

President  Kachelmacher,  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  is 
in  New  York. 

H.  G.  Bowles,  of  the  Pearl  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  was  a  re¬ 
cent  visitor  to  Columbus. 

J.  W.  Redman,  agent  for  the  Pierre 
Marquette  railway,  was  calling  at  local 
coal  headquarters  on  Tuesday. 

Frank  W.  Fellenz,  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.,  was  in  town  buying  coal  this  week. 

Among  country  dealers  in  town  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week  were :  J.  Blood, 
Newark,  Ohio;  W.  F.  Small,  Stoutsville, 
Ohio,  and  S.  C.  Bishop  of  Centreburg. 

C.  M.  Anderson,  of  the  Anderson 
Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to 
the  company’s  mines,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Charleston,  W.  Va.  A  car  famine 
in  an  extremely  aggravated  form  has 


existed  there  for  a  long  period  and 
Mr.  .Anderson  reports  no  material  im¬ 
provement. 

The  New  Pittsburgh  Co.  has  issued 
the  Christmas  number  of  its  popular 
series  of  cartoons.  'I  hc  one  in  question 
is  a  clever  take-off  on  existing  coal  con¬ 
ditions. 

The  new  opening  which  the  Columbus 
&  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is  making 
at  Sand  Run,  in  the  valley,  will  pro¬ 
duce  a  No.  0  coal  for  domestic  and 
steam  purposes. 

A.  B.  Hatch  has  sold  his  retail  coal 
business,  located  at  St.  Clair  avenue 
and  the  C.  P.  &  St.  L.  tracks.  The 
name  of  the  new  concern  is  the  J.  h'ur- 
niss  &  Son  Coal  Co. 

W.  A.  Gipson,  of  Upper  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  was  here  on  Tuesday  ai  route 
home  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  been  called  in  connection  with  im¬ 
portant  coal  matters. 

The  Ralston  Steel  Car  Co.,  of  Col¬ 
umbus,  has  closed  a  contract  with  the 
M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
to  deliver  the  latter  1,000  gondola 
dump  cars  during  the  first  half  of  1907. 

Joseph  H.  Dienst  has  opened  up  a 
new  coal  yard  at  332  West  Broad 
street,  near  his  former  location.  Sev¬ 
eral  months  ago  his  former  business 
went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and 
was  sold. by  order  of  court. 

Louis  Holbatch,  of  Bellefontaine, 
Ohio,  has  accepted  a  position  as  trav¬ 
eling  salesman  with  the  Columbus  & 
Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  to  succeed  O. 
P.  Sell.  He  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  George  H.  Jones  Co.,  of  Toledo. 

The  Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  have  not  been  in¬ 
volved  in  any  way  in  the  financial 
troubles  that  have  overtaken  J.  Will 
Smith  since  he  purchased  the  Sedalia 
mine  at  Gloucester,  Ohio.  Neither  is 
J.  Will  Smith,  president  of  the  Sedalia 
Coal  Co.  The  Sedalia  Coal  Co.  sold 
their  property  at  Gloucester  last  June 
to  Smith  and  it  seems  he  immediately 
mortgaged  the  property  for  all  it  was 
worth  and  left  about  a  month  ago  for 
parts  unknown.  J.  W.  Blower,  general 
manager,  Hislyvania  Coal  Co.,  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  W.  J.  Hamilton  of  Columbus 
as  receiver  for  the  mine.  Every  indi¬ 
cation  points  to  the  disposal  of  the 
property  at  private  sale  and  it  is  hoped 
to  realize  enough  money  to  satisfy 
creditors.  It  is  claimed  that  since  Air. 
Blower  has  had  control  of  the  mine  it 
has  shown  a  net  profit.  The  Sedalia  Coal 
Co.  holds  a  first  mortgage  on  the 
property  for  ten  thousand  dollars. 


Car  Shortage? 

Lot  of  30-ton  Hopper  Coal  Cars,  Westg. 
air  brakes,  auto,  coups.  Pass  rigid 
M.  C.  B.  inspection.  , 

Lot_  of  26-ton  Flat  Bottom  Gondolas 
with  2  drops  in  floor.  Piped  for  air 
and  hand  brakes. 

Lot  of  25-ton  Flat  Bottom  Gondolas, 
35  ft.  3  in.  long.  Piped  for  air  and 
band  brakes. 

Above  will  be  sold  in  lots  to  suit. 
Would  suggest  action  by  wire. 

LocomoUves,  cars,  steam  shovels  of 
every  description.  Contractors’  outflts 
Correspondence  solicited. 

THE  MALES  CO. 

26  Corllandl  Si.,  1507  Isl  Nal’l  Bk.  Bldg., 


A.  B.  Willson  Jas.  A.  Henchey  C.  S.  Blnns 

Cbe  eapitol  Coal  $ 
Coke  Company 

MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 

Pocahontas,  Yoa<hiogheny.  Thacker, 
Hocking,  Capitol  Splint  and  West¬ 
moreland  Gas  Coal,  Foundry,  Furnace 
and  Domestic  Coke 

Columbus  Savings  and  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 
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QAVID  J.  LEVI, 

CcMTiFieo  Public 

Accountant 

2368  INDIANA  AVC. 

Fboue  Calumet  2116 

CHICAGO 

BURT  R  WYETH,  Presldenl 

A.  ERNEST  WASHBURN,  Gen'l  Manager 

Kanawha  and  Ohio 
Fuel  Co. 

Miners  airvd  Shippers  of 

COAL  a.nd  COKE 

Kanawha  Split  and  Gas, 

New  River  Sniokelesi  Coal 

Jackson,  Hocking  and  PIttsbarg  No.  8 
Fnrnace,  Foundry  and 
Crushed  Coke 


405,  406  Hayden  Bldg. 
Columbus.  Ohio 


Mine  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus,  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office:  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— •‘Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 
Company 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


SOOT-I-CIDE 

Destroys  Soot,  Cleans  Flues, 
Prevents  Smoke 

Makes  soft  coal  burn  as  cleanly 
as  anthracite.  ‘‘Two  (2)  pound 
pkg.  retails  for  twenty-five  (25) 
cents.  *^50  per  cent  and  the 
friendship  of  every  soft  coal  user 
is  the  profit  for  the  dealer.  Packed 
for  shipment  in  2  and  4  dozen 
cases. 

SOOT-I-CIDE  MFC.  CO. 
Indianapolis,  Ind- 
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Gerveral  Review 

¥  OOKING  backward  and  forward,  attending  to  the  little  business  which 
L,  each  day  brings  forth  and  waiting  for  the  new  year  to  usher  in  all  its 
potent  possibilities  is  the  attitude  of  the  coal  trade  this  week.  The  usual 
dullness  occasioned  by  the  holidays  and  the  condition  of  business  at  this  time 
of  the  year,  when  inventories  and  plans  for  the  future  monopolize  attention 
together  with  the  unseasonable  weather,  has  put  the  market  in  a  state  of 
expectancy,  the  prices  remaining  about  the  same  as  last  week.  The  trial 
balance  of  sales  agents  and  dealers  will  soon  be  filed  with  the  records  of 
1906  and  in  most  cases  they  will  show  a  balance  on  the  credit  side  of  the 
ledger.  On  the  whole,  the  year  just  closed  has  been  very  prosperous.  Very 
few  failures  in  the  coal  industry  have  been  reported.  Some  claim  that  one 
of  the  characteristics  is  that  the  strike  demonstrated  the  weakness  of  organi¬ 
zation  on  the  part  of  the  operators  and  the  necessity  of  individuals  being 
strong  enough  to  lead  in  their  own  fights.  There  are  very  few  labor  troubles 
predominating  and,  on  the  whole,  the  outlook  is  very  promising  for  the  year 
1907.  As  is  usually  the  case  the  miners  lost  considerable  time  this  week. 
The  production  on  Wednesday,  no  doubt,  was  no  more  than  about  fifty  per 
cent.  The  shortage  of  coal  throughout  the  northwest  is  not  as  great  as  last 
week,  special  trains  having  been  dispatched  to  relieve  the  tension.  Much 
interest  is  shown  in  the  shippers’  national  demurrage  law  convention,  which 
is  to  be  held  in  Chicago  January  fourth.  Every  shipper  in  the  country  is 
invited  to  attend  this  meeting.  Important  subjects,  as  reciprocal  demurrage, 
unfair  switching  charges,  unjust  rulings,  and  any  other  subjects  affecting  the 
progress  of  the  industries,  will  no  doubt  be  discussed  and  action  taken  to 
accomplish  legislation  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  act  which  will  be  of  highest  good  to  all  concerned.  The  coal  industry 
is  generally  paralleled  by  the  prosperity  in  the  field  of  iron  and  steel.  Iron 
shipments  this  year  have  increased  nearly  four  million  tons  over  the  production  of 
1905  and  steel  plate  has  advanced  three  times  during  the  last  month,  the 
last  increase  being  two  dollars  a  ton.  Sales  during  the  last  two  weeks  of 
pig  iron  to  Pennsylvania  mills,  for  delivery  during  the  third  quarter,  .aggre¬ 
gated  over  75,000  tons.  The  state  of  the  trade  in  all  the  industries  is  good 
and  prices  are  on  the  upward  trend.  Collections  are  much  better  than  usual 
and  every  aspect  in  the  industrial  world  indicates  that  business  in  1907 
will  surpass  all  former  records. 

Conditions  Affecting  Transportation. 

The  state  railroad  commission  of  Ohio  has  handed  down  a  decision  that 
the  owners  of  private  cars  shall  not  have  a  larger  allotment  than  other 
shippers.  This  ruling,  if  adhered  to,  will  place  all  shippers  on  the  same  basis 
of  equity.  Reports  from  Hocking  Valley  operators  show  that  the  cai 
supply  is  still  not  more  than  forty  to  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  capacity.  West 
Virginia  conditions  are  worse  than  ever  and  the  percentage  of  equipment 
does  not  equal  over  fifteen  per  cent.  The  supply  of  cars  in  the  Carterville 
district  is  very  short  and  sales  agents  are  having  much  difficulty  in  keeping 
up  with  their  orders.  The  transportation  of  coal  to  inland  points  through¬ 
out  the  Northwest  is  somewhat  better  than  last  week,  much  of  the  railroad 
equipment  having  been  diverted  from  the  dock  business.  Many  of  the  mines 
have  been  operating  only  a  few  days  during  the  past  week,  which  should 
permit  the  railroad  companies  to  pile  up  a  large  supply  for  immediate  service 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  On  the  whole  the  car  situation  is  a  little  easier 
than  it  has  been  at  any  time  since  September.  Recent  investigations  by 
the  interstate  commerce  commission  at  many  points  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
railroads  have  not  been  increasing  their  equipment  to  keep  up  with  the 
rapidly  increasing  progress  of  the  country.  The  railroad  officials  try  to 
excuse  themselves  on  the  ground  that  the  railroad  car  shops  are  way 
behind  on  their  orders  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  new  cars,  but  statis¬ 
tics,  recently  compiled,  show  that  the  car  shops  belonging  to  the  railroads, 
during  this  year,  produced  forty  per  cent  less  cars  than  in  1905  and  that 
independent  car  shops  produced  fifteen  per  cent  less  cars  than  last  year. 
The  recent  report  from  the  American  Locomotive  Co.  gives  special  attention 
to  its  u.iprecedentcd  business  in  automobiles  and  the  manufacture  of  trucks 
for  street  cars,  '"-.t  very  little  space  is  given  in  the  report  to  the  manufacture 
of  locomo  ICC.  These  records  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  stock  jugglers 
of  the  railioids  have  been  requiring  their  superintendents  and  their  traffic 
managers  to  operate  the  roads  with  the  least  possible  expense  in  order  that 
the  reports  circulated  in  Wall  Street  may  be  advantageous  to  the  issuing 
and  sale  of  more  stock,  rather  than  giving  efficient  service. 

Anthracite  Coal  Firm. 

Little  change  has  taken  place  in  the  anthracite  market  during  the  past 
week.  Many  sales  agents  are  entirely  out  of  nut  coal  and  very  far  behind 
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on  their  orders  for  the  pea  description.  The  country  demand  is  active  and 
the  stocks  of  retailers  have  become  so  depleted  that  the  demand  would 
become  very  great  with  the  advent  of  severe  cold  weather.  The  car  situa¬ 
tion  is  a  little  easier  than  last  week.  Shipments  from  mines  to  inland 
points  are  greater  than  at  any  time  during  the  season.  Navigation  closed 
with  a  shortage  of  over  266,000  tons  at  the  Chicago  port.  The  arbitrary 
rulings  of  the  railroads  relative  to  not  permitting  equipment  to  go  on  to 
foreign  lines  makes  it  almost  impossible  in  many  cases  for  sales  agents  to  fill 
certain  classes  of  orders  which  they  have  been  holding  on  file  for  weeks. 
Dealers  are  becoming  very  impatient  and  in  some  cases  cancellations  have 
been  reported  on  the  part  of  retailers  who  believe  they  can  get  prompter 
shipments  from  other  sources.  The  retail  associations  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try  have  been  active  during  the  winter  and  at  most  points  have  operated  for 
the  good  of  the  trade.  The  so-called  “Snow  Birds”  have  probably  not  done 
as  thriving  a  business  as  usual.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad  has  recently 
made  a  ruling  that  coal  shall  not  be  sold  to  employes  of  the  road  in  car  load 
lots,  which  will  mean  a  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  business  for  retailers 
at  many  points  on  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

Bituminous  Market  in  Good  Condition. 

The  mild  weather  and  the  holidays  have  made  bartering  in  bituminous 
inactive  this  week.  Consumers  are  buying  only  enough  coal  to  supply 
present  demands.  The  production  from  the  mining  regions  will  be  mitigated 
on  account  of  the  miners  having  a  good  time  during  the  holiday  season,  but 
the  effect  of  the  decrease  in  output  will  not  be  felt  perceptibly  for  two  or 
three  weeks.  Screenings  are  specially  strong  and  have  made  an  advance  of 
fifteen  cents.  Cannel  coal  continues  in  very  strong  demand  and  has  sold  as 
high  as  $6.40  in  some  instances.  Youghiogheny  is  in  better  demand  than  last 
week.  Kanawha  splint  is  very  short  and  very  little  spot  coal  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  is  available.  Smokeless  mine-run  continues  active  and  the  eastern 
demand  is  sufficient  to  hold  the  price  up  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  The 
market  on  the  whole  this  week  is  in  a  fluctuating  condition,  prices  in  many 
cases  depending  upon  the  demand  or  available  supply.  The  trade  in  general 
is  in  a  state  of  expectancy  and  if  severe  cold  weather  does  not  predominate 
early  in  the  year  many  operators  and  sales  agents  predict  that  prices  will  be 
on  the  downward  trend. 

Eastern  Markets  Active. 

The  markets  throughout  the  east  are  in  a.  good  condition.  Nut  coal 
continues  very  short  and  slack  is  very  scarce.  The  harbor  trade  is  strong 
and  barges  are  hindered  in  transit  on  account  of  bad  weather.  There  is  a 
shortage  of  vessels  also  in  the  Baltimore  district,  which  market  is  absorbing 
most  of  the  output  from  adjacent  mines.  Buffalo  reports  a  better  supply  of 
cars,  which  is  enabling  dealers  to  take  care  of  current  business  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition.  The  demand  for  slack  greatly  exceeds  the  supply 
and  other  steam  sizes  are  also  very  short.  One  of  the  most  important  trans¬ 
actions  of  the  week  is  the  purchase  by  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Co.  of 
the  coal  mining  properties  formerly  owned  by  the  Ellsworth  Co.,  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  for  ten  million  dollars.  The  development  of  this  property  will  no 
doubt  bring  a  large  amount  of  coal  into  the  Buffalo  market.  The  tonnage 
being  transported  to  inland  points  from  eastern  markets  is  ^eater  at  present 
than  during  almost  any  week  this  year.  Export  business  is  retarded  by  a 
shortage  of  vessels.  Long  Island  sound  trade  is  in  good  condition. 

Western  Markets  Firm. 

The  prices  of  coal  coming  into  the  western  markets  continue  firm  and 
there  is  very  little  fluctuation.  The  coals  which  are  strongest  in  the 
market  are  the  domestic  sizes,  screenings,  and  the  Carterville  product. 
Hocking  coal  is  in  little  better  demand  than  last  week  and  most  operators 
claim  they  are  receiving  circular  prices.  In  some  cases  sales  agents  assert 
they  have  been  able  to  pick  up  some  of  this  description  of  coal  as  low 
$1.90  at  the  mines.  Transportation  facilities  have  not  improved  very  much 
on  roads  intercepting  mines  which  produce  coal  for  the  Chicago  market.  The 
car  supply  in  the  Hocking  Valley  is  a  little  easier  but  in  the  Carterville 
district  there  is  no  improvement  and  some  assert  that  they  are  not  able  to 
get  as  many  cars  as  last  week.  The  amount  of  bituminous  coal,  which  came 
into  the  Chicago  market  during  the  year  1906,  is  nearly  a  million  and  a  half 
tons  over  the  production  of  1905,  which  represents  an  increase  of  about  ten 
per  cent.  On  the  whole  the  western  markets  are  in  a  better  condition  ffian 
they  were  a  year  ago  at  this  time.  Sales  agents  and  operators  are  in  a 
hopeful  frame  of  mind  and  anticipate  that  1907  will  bring  forth  a  large 
increase  in  business. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
CiiicAoo,  Dec.  27,  1906. 

The  market  this  week  is  somewhat  in  the  state 
of  inactivity  owing  to  the  mild  weather  and  the 
holidays.  Consumers  are  buying  only  the  coal 
needed  for  present  demands.  Many  reports  come 
from  the  mining  regions  to  the  effect  that  few  of 
the  mines  were  in  full  operation  on  Wednesday 
and  the  production  did  not  average  more  than 
fifty  per  cent.  It  is  probable  that  they  will  he 
operating  normally  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
The  lessening  of  the  output  on  account  of  the 
miners  not  working  during  the  holidays  will, 
however,  not  be  felt  in  the  market  until  next 
week  or  the  week  after,  although  in  some  cases 
consumers  have  anticipated  the  falling  off  and 
have  therefore  made  their  orders  a  little  larger. 
The  market  this  week  is  in  a  nervous  -state  and 
prices  fluctuate  acording  to  the  demand  or  the 
amount  of  spot  coal  available.  The  market, 
however,  is  in  a  better  condition  than  it  was  a 
year  ago  at  this  time.  Prices  in  general  are 
firm  on  almost  all  sizes  and  descriptions.  Clin¬ 
ton  screenings  are  strong  and  have  taken  a  jump 
of  fifteen  cents.  Cannel  coal  is  also  very  strong 
and  has  sold  as  high  as  $6.40.  Youghiogheny 
is  also  stronger  than  last  week.  Producers  of 
Kanawha  splint  have  very  little  coal  available  and 
prices  are  firm.  There  are  practically  no  labor 
troubles  to  affect  the  supply  of  coal  at  the  mines. 
Labor  in  general  is  very  well  satisfied  and  at 
many  points  there  is  a  scarcity  of  enough  men  to 
carry  on  operations  at  normal  capacity.  It  is 
anticipated  on  the  part  of  sales  agents  and  oper¬ 
ators  that  if  cold  weather  predominates  for  the 
next  few  weeks  the  trade  will  be  characterized 
by  brisk  demand. 

Car  Service  Unimproved. 

Operators  and  sales  agents  in  the  Carterville 
district  claim  that  they  are  further  behind  on 
their  orders  this  week  than  last.  The  amount  of 
cars  offered  for  transporting  coal  to  market  in 
the  Hocking  district  is  a^  little  larger  than  has 
characterized  the  conditions  in  some  time.  There¬ 
fore  the  percentage  of  Hocking  on  tracks  is 
larger  than  usual.  There  is,  however,  little  spot 
coal  on  the  Illinois  Central  available.  The  con¬ 
troversy  relative  to  transportation  in  southern 
Indiana  has  not  yet  been  settled,  which  is  having 
its  natural  effect  in  hindering  the  reasonable 
dispatch  of  coal  to  market.  There  is  consider¬ 
able  complaint  on  the  part  of  sales  agents  and 
shippers  relative  to  the  new  reconsigning  charge 
on  the  Illinois  Central  and  Chicago  &  Eastern 
Illinois  roads,  which  went  into  effect  this  week. 
Many  members  of  the  industry  fail  to  see  the 
justice  of  this  reconsigning  charge,  believing 
that  the  freight  rates  now  charged  for  trans¬ 
portation  of  coal,  with  the  unreasonable  delays 
in  shipments,  should  be  sufficient  to  cover  the 
cost  of  reconsigning.  If  cars  were  reconsigned 
promptly  no  doubt  shippers  would  look  upon  the 
ruling  more  favorably,  but  when  it  takes  some¬ 
times  a  week  or  ten  days  to  deliver  a  car  from 
one  road  to  the  other  while  consumers  are  clam¬ 
oring  for  coal,  the  shipper  does  not  feel  that  he 
is  getting  value  received  for  the  two  dollar 
charge.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  car 
shortage  is  the  chief  factor  in  control  of  prices  of 
coal.  It  has  been  asserted  on  the  part  of  some 
statisticians  that  the  railroads’  excuse  that  they 
lack  motive  power  is  not  rational.  The  last  cen¬ 
sus  shows  that  there  was  an  increase  of  thirty- 
five  per  cent  in  the  number  of  locomotives  in  ten 
years  when  the  percentage  of  tonnage  increased 
over  one  hundred  per  cent.  Bulletin  No.  27, 
United  States  Census  Bureau,  gives  statistics 
of  the  construction  of  locomotives  by  railways. 
It  appears  that  they  built  in  their  own  shops  207 
locomotives  in  1900,  but  only  148  in  1905.  The 
American  Locomotive  Co.,  in  its  annual  report. 


gives  a  large  amount  of  space  to  its  success  in 
building  automobiles  and  trucks  for  street  rail¬ 
ways,  but  it  does  not  mention  the  number  of 
locomotoives  which  it  has  produced.  These  facts 
seem  to  argue  that  the  highest  officials  of  the 
railroads  are  demanding  that  the  managers  and 
superintendents  under  them  cut  down  the  oper¬ 
ating  expenses  as  low  as  possible  rather  than 
give  to  the  public  a  reasonable  service.  Recently 
compiled  reports  also  show  that  the  railroads 
themselves  built  forty  per  cent  less  cars  during 
1905  and  in  1900  and  that  independent  car  com¬ 
panies  built  fifteen  per  cent  less  cars  in  1905  than 
in  1900.  This  does  not  look  as  if  the  railroads 
were  doing  all  they  could  to  relieve  the  car 
shortage  bepuse  it  is  not  the  nature  of  Ameri¬ 
can  industries  to  go  backward. 

Anthracite  Coal  Firm. 

Many  of  the  mines  are  not  operating  this  week 
to  full  capacity  on  account  of  the  holidays.  The 
reduction  in  the  output,  however,  will  not  be 
greatly  felt  owing  to  the  large  amount  of  dock 
coal  which  is  being  constantly  shipped  and  the 
distriction  of  the  products  of  the  mines  to  vari¬ 
ous  points  of  the  country.  The  coal  being  delivered 
on  orders  placed  months  ago  will  be  mixed  in 
with  the  present  shipments  and  the  effect  of  the 
miners  not  working  full  time  will  therefore  not 
be  perceptibly  noticed.  The  demand  in  the  country 
continues  active  although  it  is  not  as  active  as  last 
week.  Chestnut  coal  continues  very  short,  espe¬ 
cially  at  inland  points.  Reconsigning  charges  and  the 
obstinate  rulings  of  the  railroads  to  the  effect 
that  cars  can  not  leave  their  lines  or  that  they 
can  be  shipped  to  only  certain  points  con¬ 
tinues  to  make  it  very  difficult  for  sales  agents 
to  fill  some  orders.  Many  retailers  now  wish 
they  had  placed  a  sufficient  stock  of  coal  to  take 
care  of  current  demand  when  it  was  possible  to 
get  prompt  transportation  service.  The  car  situ¬ 
ation  perhaps  is  a  little  easier  this  week  than  last 
and  it  may  be  antiicipated  that  after  the  holidays 
the  number  of  cars  available  for  transportation  of 
coal  will  be  somewhat  larger  than  at  present. 
The  hard  coal  market  depends  principally  upon 
the  state  of  the  weather.  Sales  agents  have 
caught  up  to  a  large  extent  on  their  back  orders 
and  are  in  a  good  position  to  take  care  of  new 
business  promptly.  A  little  continuous  cold 
weather  would  bring  in  an  avalanche  of  orders 
and  make  the  market  strong  on  all  sizes. 

Illinois  Coals  Firm. 

Franklin  county  coal  is  in  good  demand 
and  operators  are  receiving  all  of  the  orders 
they  can  take  care  of  promptly.  The  prices  have 
not  changed  during  the  last  week.  The  car  sit¬ 
uation  is  also  in  about  the  same  condition  as 
it  has  been  during  the  present  month.  Domestic 
lump  is  worth  at  the  mines  $2.10  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  egg  and  four-inch  lump,  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine-run, 
$1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Du  Quoin  coal  is  in  firm  demand.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  cars  available  for  transporting  this  prod¬ 
uct  to  the  Chicago  market  is  not  greater  than 
last  week.  No.  1  nut  is  worth  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  egg  and  lump. 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Third  Vein  and  Spring  Valley  operators  assert 
that  the  condition  of  the  market  on  coals  com¬ 
ing  from  these  fields  has  not  perceptibly  changed 
during  the  past  week.  The  country  demand  keeps 
up  in  good  condition  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
brisk  business  will  follow  a  little  severe  cold 
weather.  Standard  lump  is  quoted  at  $2.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  Third 
Vein  chunks,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  nut  and  egg.  $2.40  f.  o.  b. 


the  mine  or  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  washed  screen¬ 
ings,  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10  f.  o,  b. 
Chicago. 

Carterville  operators  are  experiencing  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  in  getting  sufficient  cars  to  take 
care  of  all  demands.  The  country  business  con¬ 
tinues  active  and  there  is  very  little  spot  coal 
of  this  description  available.  Nut  is  worth  at 
the  mines  $1.50@1.75  or  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago;  egg  and  lump,  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine-run,  $1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Springfield  operators  are  receiving  practically 
the  same  price  for  their  product  this  week  as 
last.  Mine-run  is  perhaps  a  little  stronger,  bring¬ 
ing  $1,001^1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.75@1.80 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  nut  is  worth  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.85@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  screen¬ 
ings,  50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Indiana  Market  in  Good  Condition. 

Brazil  Block  has  been  characterized  by  the 
same  prices  as  prevailed  last  week.  Operators 
are  experiencing  great  difficulty  in  getting  coal 
to  market  on  account  of  the  car  shortage,  but 
they  are  taking  care  of  orders  in  very  good  con¬ 
dition.  The  quotation  on  this  class  of  coal  is 
$2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  in  open  cars  or  ^.20  f.  o. 
1).  Chicago  box  cars  ten  cents  additional. 

Clinton  screenings  are  considerably  stronger 
this  week  than  last,  taking  an  advance  of  fifteen 
cents  in  some  cases.  They  are  worth  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  60c,  or  $1.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  mine-run, 
$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.30@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.00@2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  four-inch 
lump,  $1.55  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  coals  continue  in 
good  demand.  The  condition  of  the  car  service 
is  a  little  easiei"  than  last  week  and  there  is  a 
sufficient  amount  of  this  product  to  take  care 
of  current  orders.  Domestic  lump  is  worth 
$1.75@1.90  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.55@2.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  inch-and-a-quarter  lump,  $1.40@1.45 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20<g2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago; 
mine-run,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.20  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago;  egg  coal,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Ohio  Coals  in  Good  Demand. 

Hocking  operators  have  been  in  a  position  to 
increase  the  supply  of  their  product  coming  into 
the  Chicago  market  recently  on  account  of  the 
close  of  navigation.  Some  sales  agents  claim 
that  they  are  buying  the  product  as  low  as  $1.90, 
although  there  does  not  seem  to  be  very  much 
first-class  Hocking  for  sale  at  this  price.  In  most 
cases  the  circular  is  being  maintained.  Prices 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  are  $2.00  or  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  ;  box  cars,  when  available,  are  ten  cents 
extra. 

Jackson  Hill  coal  continues  in  good  demand. 
Transportation  facilities  have  not  perceptibly  in¬ 
creased  and  sales  agents  and  operators  are  able 
to  take  care  of  orders  in  fairly  good  shape. 
Prices  have  not  changed,  and  are  maintaining  at 
$2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for 
open  cars,  box  cars  ten  cents  additional. 

Pittsburg  No.  8  is  not  quite  as  strong  as  last 
week  owing  to  the  influx  of  Youghiogheny  and 
other  attendant  conditions.  Prices  maintaining 
are  $1.60@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.25@3.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Strong. 

K.anawh.\  splint  is  in  strong  demand  and  inch- 
and-a-quarter  lump  is  bringing  a  little  better 
price  than  last  week.  The  car  situation  in 
this  mining  field  is  very  acute  and  operators 
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are  experiencing  great  difficulty  in  getting  their 
product  into  the  southern  market.  Three-quarter- 
inch  lump  is  worth  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago;  inch-and-a-quar- 
ter  lump  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.C5@ 
3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Pocahontas  smokeless  has  not  perceptibly 
changed  in  demand  during  the  past  week.  The 
eastern  demand  continues  active  and  is  taking  a 
large  amount  of  the  output  from  the  mines. 
Mine-run  is  in  good  demand,  and  stronger  than 
it  has  been  for  some  time.  This  grade  of  coal 
is  worth  in  the  form  of  domestic  lump,  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago ;  mine 
run  is  firm  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  operators  are  experiencing  difficulty 
in  getting  their  product  into  the  Chicago  market. 
The  car  shortage  continues  very  acute  in  the 
West  Virginia  district.  The  demand,  however, 
for  this'  grade  of  coal  has  somewhat  abated,  yet 
some  sales  agents  are  not  getting  more  than 
enough  to  take  care  of  obligations.  Three-quar¬ 
ter-inch  lump  is  worth  at  the  mines  $1.35@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  or  $3.25@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

New  River  smokeless  is  characterized  hy  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  conditions  as  described  it  last 


week.  The  demand  continues  active  for  the 
mine-run  and  sales  agents  arc  taking  care  of 
orders  in  most  cases  promptly.  Egg  is  quoted 
at  $2.00@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.05@3.30 
f.  o.  I).  Chicago;  three-inch  lump,  $2.15@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.20(?h4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Pennsylvania  Coal  Firm. 

Youghiogheny  in  some  cases  this  week  has 
sold  higher  than  last  week.  \  large  amount  of 
this  product  was  brought  westward  recently  on 
account  of  the  heavy  demand  on  the  market  on 
the  part  of  some  large  consumers,  but  since  this 
extra  supply  has  been  practically  used  up  the 
prices  are  a  little  firmer.  Youghiogheny  this 
week  has  been  selling  for  $1.50@l.f)0  f.  o.  b.  tlic 
mine  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Kentucky  Product  Very  Scarce. 

The  acute  car  situation  throughout  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  mining  field  makes  it  practically  impossible 
for  Kentucky  operators,  to  ship  their  coal  north¬ 
ward.  In  fact  it  would  not  be  rational  to  do 
this  with  prices  at  home  very  high  and  the  de¬ 
mand  practically  great  enough  to  absorb  the  lim¬ 


ited  output.  Domestic  lump  is  worth,  when  ob¬ 
tainable,  $4.25@4.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Cannel  Coal  Very  Scarce. 

The  prices  for  cannel  coal  range  all  the  way 
from  $5.15  to  $0.40  and  in  most  cases  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  secure  the  product  at  the  highest  quo¬ 
tations.  The  mines  producing  cannel  are  way  up 
in  the  mountains  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get 
the  product  to  the  main  lines  for  transportation 
owing  to  the  weather  and  the  excessive  car 
shortage.  Consumers  who  are  willing  to  olTer 
premiums  are  not  getting  satisfied.  .Sales  agents 
are  weeks,  and  some,  months,  behind  on  tlieir 
orders. 

Coke  Strong  and  Scarce. 

The  state  of  the  market  on  coke  is  \cry 
strong  and  especially  domestic  sizes,  which  have 
sold  as  high  as  $5.75.  The  demand  for  this 
product  is  constantly  increasing  and  very  little 
coke  is  available  in  the  open  market.  The  prices 
have  not  notably  changed  during  the  week. 
West  Virginia  Wise  county  seventy-two-hour 
coke.  $6.50 ;  bj’-product  domestic  coke,  $5.75 ; 
Connellsville  seventy-two-hour,  $(>.90;  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  seventy-two-hour,  $(>.15;  West  Virginia 
forty-eight-hour,  $5.05. 


Market  Conditions  and  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Dec.  27. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  weather  conditions  of  the  past  two 
weeks  have  been  very  favorable  to  increased  coal 
consumption ;  and  whatever  weakness  there  may 
have  been  in  the  market  previous  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  cold  weather,  it  has  disappeared,  and  the 
general  market  is  quite  firm. 

As  anticipated  by  a  number  of  old-time  deal¬ 
ers  and  operators,  the  production  at  the  mines, 
already  held  down  to  an  absurd  minimum  by 
the  unprecedented  car  shortage,  has  been  fur¬ 
ther  reduced  by  the  miners  refusing  to  work 
during  the  holidays.  In  some  districts  this 
apathy  on  the  part  of  the  miners  amounts  to 
a  great  deal  to  producers  who  have  contracts, 
and  who  are  thus  forced  to  go  out  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  and  buy  coal ;  but  the  shortage  of  coal  this 
week  is  probably  no  more  than  usual  in  this 
respect.  Cars  are  still  as  scarce  as  ever  on  all 
the  railroads,  it  being  difficult  to  tell  which  road 
is  the  worst  offender  against  its  principal 
patrons. 

New  River  and  Pocahontas  Firm. 

The  continued  cold  weather,  scarcity  of  cars, 
decreased  production  and  increased  demand, 
combine  to  place  New  River  and  Pocahontas 
coals  upon  a  very  firm  basis,  and  it  is  said  that 
there  is  no  trouble  whatever  this  week  in  getting 
$2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  lump  and  egg.  The 
demand  for  run-of-mine  is  also  better  than  it 
has  been,  and  most  of  the  selling  agencies  are 
holding  out  for  $1.50  a  ton  at  the'  mines  for 
this  grade  of  fuel.  It  is  next  to  impossible  to 
get  boxcars  for  shipment  to  distant  points,  and 
long  before  this,  particular  dealers,  who  have 
always  specified  the  kind  of  cars  they  desired, 
and  refused  coal  because  it  was  shipped  in  some 
other  kind  of  car  than  that  specified,  have  long 
since  learned  the  bitter  taste  of  having  to  take 
almost  any  kind  of  car  furnished,  and  be  glad 
that  he  gets  the  coal.  The  same  statement  ap¬ 
plies  to  receivers  of  splint  coal  as  well. 

River  Receipts  Continue  Heavy. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  receipts  of  river 
coal  during  the  past  six  or  seven  weeks,  the 
towing  steamers  are  still  bringing  in  river  coal 
daily,  adding  to  the  stock  already  on  hand  in 
the  local  harbor.  Not  all  the  coal  coming  down 
the  river  stops  at  Cincinnati.  This  city  is  re¬ 
ceiving  a  liberal  proportion  for  this  time  of  year ; 
hut  fully  half  of  all  the  coal  shipped  from 
headwaters  during  the  past  few  weeks  has  found 
a  stopping  place  here,  whether  or  not  it  will  be 
finally  consumed.  On  account  of  the  good  har¬ 
bor  here  a  large  quantity  of  coal  is  stopped 
that  otherwise  would  find  its  way  to  the  ex 
tremc  southern  markets  such  as  Memphis  and 
New  Orleans.  The  river  shippers  do  not  like 
to  have  too  much  coal  here  at  this  time  of  year 
for  fear  the  river  may  freeze  over,  as  it  does 


sometimes,  causing  great  loss  when  the  ice 
gorges  move  out.  Prices  of  river  coal  are  un¬ 
changed  and  firm.  Lump  ranges  from  7*4  to 
814  cents  a  bushel,  according  to  quality,  and 
nut  and  slack  is  worth  from  5p2  to  G  cents  a 
bushel,  afloat  in  barges.  To  compare  these 
prices  with  rail  prices,  elevating  charges  must 
be  added  to  the  price  afloat. 

The  Retail  Trade  Is  Good. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  Christmas  holi¬ 
days  are  always  a  dull  season  in  the  retail  busi¬ 
ness  unless  it  happans  that  the  weather  is  very 
severe  and  forces  people  to  buy  coal.  This 
has  been  the  case  this  year.  The  severe  weather 
of  the  past  two  weeks  has  caused  everybody 
to  burn  coal,  and  the  retail  demand  has  been 
very  good.  Prices  are  unchanged,  most  of  the 
standard  grades  of  lump  selling  for  $3.50,  while 
a  few  fancy  grades  are  held  at  $3.75  a  ton  de¬ 
livered  to  families.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  are  worth  $4.25  and  anthracite  $7.50.  Nut 
and  slack  ranges  from  $2.00  a  ton  up  to  $2.25, 
the  latter  price  being  for  Pocahontas  and  New 
River.  Gas  house  coke  is  worth  10  cents  a 
bushel  delivered  to  consumers. 

Splint  Market  Firm. 

As  intimated  in  the  opening  paragraph  of 
this  report,  the  splint  coal  market  is  quite  firm. 
Two  dollars  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  again  the 
minimum  price  quoted  for  standard  lump,  while 
special  sizes  and  favorite  brands  are  quoted 
as  high  as  $2.50  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Run-of- 
mine  is  worth  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  and  even 
$1.50  a  ton  at  the-  mines,  and  nut  and  slack  is 
as  scarce  as  hens’  teeth  at  85  cents  and  up¬ 
ward.  A  number  of  sales  of  nut  and  slack 
are  reported  at  $1.00  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and 
this  is  now  a  current  quotation  for  good  qual¬ 
ities  of  this  fuel. 

Cincinnati  Council  Passes  a  Drastic  Ordinance. 

As  noted  from  time  to  time  in  the  columns 
of  The  Black  Diamond,  there  is  a  determined 
effort  being  made  to  wage  war  upon  the  firms 
and  corporations  of  this  city  who  persist  in 
making  coal  smoke  in  large  quantities.  A  num¬ 
ber  of  convictions  have  already  been  made;  but 
it  is  claimed  the  ordinance  under  which  arrests 
are  made  is  defective,  and  to  remedy  this  a  new 
ordinance  was  passed  the  other  day  intended 
to  clearly  cover  the  offinsc,  and  severe  penalties 
are  proposed  for  offenders.  The  measure  is 
entitled  “An  ordinance  to  regulate  the  emis¬ 
sion  of  smoke  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  and  to 
provide  a  scale  of  measurement  of  the  degree 
of  darkness,  and  to  provide  a  Smoke  Inspector’s 
Department.”  The  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
are  as  follows : 

“That  for  the  purpose  of  determining  by 
comparison  the  degrees  of  smoke  emitted 
within  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  a  color  scale  of 


measurement  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
adopted  as  follows :  One  thickness  of  gray 
glass  of  sufficient  capacity  to  cut  sixty  per  cent 
of  the  light  from  a  flame  having  the  lighting 
power  of  sixteen  candles  shall  be  taken  as  the 
liasis  of  said  scale,  and  four  thicknesses  of  said 
glass  shall  be  known  and  designated  as  Scale- 
No.  1. 

A  Public  Nuisance. 

That  the  emission  or  scope  within  the  city 
of  Cincinnati  of  a  smoke  of  a  greater  degree 
of  darkness  than  No.  1  scale  from  any  smoke 
stack,  chimney  or  other  part  of  any  boat,  loco¬ 
motive,  stationary  eneine,  steam  roller,  steam 
derrick,  steam  pile  driver,  steam  shovel,  tar  ket¬ 
tle,  or  other  similar  machine  or  contrivance,  or 
any  Intilding,  or  premises  except  for  a  period 
or  periods  aggregating  six  minutes  in  any  one 
hour  during  which  the  fire  box  is  being  cleaned 
out,  or  a  new  fire  being  built  therein,  is  hereby 
deemed  and  declared  a  public  nuisance. 

On  conviction  of  any  person,  firm,  associa¬ 
tion,  corporation  or  any  employe  thereof,  a  fine 
of  not  less  than  $25,  nor  more  than  $100  shall 
be  imposed  for  the  first  offense;  and  a  fine  of 
not  less  than  $50,  nor  more  than  $200  for  the 
second  offense,  and  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $100 
nor  more  than  $300  and  imprisonment  of  not 
less  than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  days  for  the 
third  and  each  subsequent  offense,  each  day 
thereof  constituting  a  separate  offense. 

A  smoke  inspector’s  department  is  provided 
by  the  ordinance.  There  are  to  be  a  smoke 
inspector,  at  $2,500  a  year,  and  two  assistants, 
at  $1,500  a  3'ear  each,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
mayor,  to  serve  two  years,  and  a  stenographer, 
to  be  appointed  bj'  the  chief  smoke  inspector, 
at  a  salary  of  $600  a  year. 

Shippers’  Convention  Endorsed  Here. 

The  effort  of  The  Black  Diamond  toward 
getting  the  shippers  of  the  countr}'  together 
on  the  question  of  car  shortages,  and  a  recip¬ 
rocal  demurrage  law  are  very  much  appreciated 
by  the  majority  of  the  coal  men  of  Cincin¬ 
nati,  and  while  it  is  ygt  a  little  early  to  tell 
just  who  will  be  able  to  be  present  at  the  con¬ 
vention  in  Chicago  during  the  first  week  in 
Januarj-,  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  Queen  City 
will  he  well  represented,  l  iie  coal  men  are  all 
in  favor  of  any  law  that  will  give  them  better 
service  from  the  railroads,  and  the  reciprocal 
demurrage  question  is  one  of  the  most  vital 
inqiortancc  to  them. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

The  Summit  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  just  been  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  state  of  West  Virginia  witli  a 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  iticorporators  are 
I'rcderick  O.  Brandt  of  Detroit,  II.  1 1.  Miller  of 
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Pittsburg,  II.  A.  Gribansky  of  Allegheny,  and  R. 
D.  McKean  of  Columbus. 

The  Independent  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Pittsl)urgb 
Coal  Co.,  rival  concerns  in  the  town  of  Ludlow, 
Ky.,  across  the  river  from  Cincinnati,  distributed 
many  loads  of  coal  free  to  the  needy  poor  of  the 
town  the  day  before  Christmas. 

T.  L.  Sandifer,  secretary  of  tlie  Jellico  Coal 
Co.,  Altamont,  Ky.,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  Mr.  Sandifer  recalls  the  rescued 
miner,  flicks,  of  California,  as  a  former  employe 
of  his,  and  recognized  Mr.  Hicks  at  once  from 
the  pictures  of  him  printed  in  the  daily  news¬ 
papers  at  the  time  Hicks  was  rescued  from  long 
imprisonment. 

A  telegram  received  here  Wednesday  an¬ 
nounced  the  killing  of  four  non-union  miners 
and  the  fatal  wounding  of  four  non-union 


West  Virginia 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  27. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Holiday  dullness  is  the  prevailing 
feature  of  the  fields  this  week.  All  mines  lost 
an  average  of  three  days,  and  December’s  out¬ 
put  will  be  less  than  November’s.  Car  supply 
is  fifty  per  cent  below  capacity.  With  the  de¬ 
mand  keeping  up  strong,  a  tendency  to  higher 
prices  is  in  evidence,  but  no  delinite  steps  to 
this  end  are  known,  although  a  ten-cent  in¬ 
crease  in  all  lines  of  coal  is  talked  .of  after  the 
new  year.  The  outlook,  aside  from  cars,  is  good. 

Extreme  Car  Shortage  Prevailing. 

The  shortage  of  cars  is  now  spoken  of  as 
extreme,  for  operators  do  not  understand  how 
it  can  get  worse.  For  this  reason  they  welcomed 
the  Christmas  holidays,  which  should  allow  for 
a  fairly  good  quota  at  each  mine  when  it  re¬ 
sumes.  All  the  companies  regulated  their  pays 
so  as  to  pay  off  their  men  on  the  Saturday  be¬ 
fore  Christmas.  The  men  were  not  expected 
to  come  back  to  work  before  Wednesday  or 
Thursday.  It  is  figured  that  this  breathing 
spell  will  give  the  railroads  a  chance  to  pile  up 
cars  that  will  ensure  more  representative  ship¬ 
ments  for  a  while  at  least. 

Coal  and  Coke  Car  Orders. 

The  new  coal  and  coke  railroad  has  just 
purchased  500  additional  cars  of  100,000  pounds 
capacity,  to  be  delivered  within  thirty  days. 
This  road,  which  runs  from  Elkins  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  is  owned  principally  by  Henry  G.  Davis 
and  his  son-in-law.  Senator  Elkins.  Kanawha 
valley  operators  have  been  criticizing  the  man¬ 
agement  for  failure  to  satisfy  demands  and  have 
intimated  discrimination.  Genei;al  Manager  W. 
C.  Bower  denies  favoritism  and  states  that  the 
company  is  ■  doing  the  best  it  can.  He  points 
out  that  it  had  only  200  cars  when  it  started 
to  do  business  a  little  over  two  years  ago,  and 
since  has  added  1,700  to  that  number. 

States  Car  Shortage  Is  General. 

Discusssing  the  car  scarcit}^  Mr.  Bowers  says 
the  condition  is  general.  “There  are  many 
railroads  that  have  not  a  sufficient  supply  of 
cars,”  he  declares,  “and  when  the  railroads  that 
have  the  cars,  ship  over  the  tracks,  the  cars 
are  not  returned.  There,  are  railroads  that 
would  not  join  the  per  diem  agreement  be¬ 
cause  they  found  it  cheaper  to  pay  the  charges 
for  the  use  of  a  car  than  to  buy  cars  of  their 
own  use.  The  new  charge  of  50  cents  that  went 
into  effect  December  first  is  expected  to  bring 
the  cars  back  to  the  shippers  at  much  better 
speed.  In  the  last  five  years  the  business  of 
the  country  in  general  has  increased  110  per 
cent,  while  the  increase  on  the  railroads  has 
amounted  to  about  thirty-eight  per  cent.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  giving  a  forty  per 
cent  service.  The  Coal  &  Coke  railroad’s  mines 
have  been  running  from  thirty-five  to  forty  per 
cent,  a  favorable  comparison. 

New  River  Allotment  Unsatisfactory. 

'J'he  new  car  allotment  along  the  New  River 
section  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio’s  territory 


miners  at  the  mines  of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal 
Co.’s  mines  on  Christmas  day.  The  shooting 
appears  to  have  been  the  result  of  a  long  strike 
and  feud  at  the  mines.  Clifford  M.  Budd,  for¬ 
merly  of  this  city,  is  the  superintendent  and 
general  sales  agent  of  the  company. 

'1  he  Hatfield  Coal  Co.,  the  largest  coal  con¬ 
cern  in  the  city  of  Covington,  Ky.,  a  00,000 
population  suliurb  of  Cincinnati,  played  “Santa 
Claus”  to  all  its  employes  the  day  before 
Christmas.  'J'his  company  distributed  cash 
dividends  of  from  two  to  five  per  cent  of  their 
salaries,  to  its  employes,  those  wlio  have  been 
longest  in  the  employ  of  tlie  company  receiv¬ 
ing  the  most.  (3ver  $!M)0  were  distributed 
among  the  workmen,  and  many  a  heart  was  thus 
made  glad.  No  one  was  happier,  however,  than 
))ig-heartcd  “To])e”  Hatfiehl,  the  head  of  the 
company. 


Mining  News. 

was  not  received  with  satisfaction  at  the  outset 
and  it  is  still  being  criticized  harshly.  The 
allotment  is  based  on  a  twenty  days’  run  of  a 
mine  each  month,  but  the  number  of  supplies 
has  been  only  eight  a  month.  The  •  railroad 
officers,  however,  continue  to  contend  that  the 
new  system  will  work  out  all  right  finally. 

Operators  to  Sue  Railroads. 

There  are  persistent  rumors  of  a  suit  to  be 
instituted  against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  liy 
twenty-six  operators  in  the  Fairmont  region,  as 
an  outgrowth  of  the  dissatisfaction  over  car 
service.  Ever  since  the  noted  Red  Rock  fuel 
case  there  has  been  talk  of  this  kind  in  the  air 
but  nothing  tangible  ever  followed.  It  is  said 
W.  A.  Glasgow,  of  Philadelphia,  who  was  prom¬ 
inent  in  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  investiga¬ 
tion,  will  be  employed  by  the  operators. 

Enjoining  Mines  for  Violations. 

The  Elm  Grove  mine  injunction  case  is  still 
pending  a  decision,  and  it  has  occasioned 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  27. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  spite  of  the  troubles  between  the 
Southern  Indiana  and  Big  Four  Railroad  systems, 
which  still  prevents  a  large  part  of  the  field  from 
getting  into  the  best  markets  in  the  state  with  its 
product,  the  situation  as  to  the  coal  trade  is  a 
little  easier  than  it  was  a  week  or  ten  days  ago. 
There  is  more  coal  in  Indianapolis  than  for  some 
time  and  there  has  not  been  as  much  suffering  in 
the  gas  belt,  which  was  almost  shut  off  from  fuel 
while  the  embargo  of  the  E.  &  T.  H.  against  the 
Big  Four  lasted.  There  is  no  more  coal  here 
than  is  needed,  in  fact,  dealers  would  like  to 
be  able  to  lay  in  a  big  supply  in  oder  that  they 
might  be  ready  for  a  long  cold  wave,  but  right 
now  there  is  not  so  much  danger  of  a  shortage  as 
there  was.  Prices  have  not  undergone  a  change, 
either  at  the  mines  or  in  the  local  markets.  The 
demand  is  steady  and  the  prices  very  good,  con¬ 
sidering  the  circumstances. 

Railroad  Commission  Talks. 

The  Indiana  Railroad  Commission,  through 
Charles  V.  McAdams,  one  of  its  members,  has 
dealt  the  Southern  Indiana  road  a  body  blow, 
laying  to  it  the  cause  for  the  fuel  shortage  and 
the  inability  of  the  operators  to  get  their  coal  to 
the  market.  Mr.  McAdams  spoke  for  the  entire 
commission  and  he  handled  the  Southern  Indi¬ 
ana  without  gloves.  He  said  that  under  existing 
laws  the  Southern  Indiana  seems  greater  than 
the  state,  as  Attorney  General  Miller  informed 
the  commission  that  it  is  powerless  to  compel  the 
Southern  Indiana  to  lift  its  embargo  against  the 
Big  Four  and  to  force  it  to  deliver  coal  to  it. 
Mr.  McAdams  raised  the  cry  of  alarm  and  asked 
the  people  to  rise  and  demand  of  the  legislature 
such  power  as  will  give  the  commission  authority 


wide  interest.  It  is  the  second  move  by  the 
state  department  to  close  up  mines  which  are 
alleged  to  violate  the  ventilating  and  two- 
opening  regulations.  The  Elm  Grove  Co. 
claims  it  has  two  openings,  while  the  miners 
claim  that  one  of  them  is  always  obstructed 
and  would  be  worthless  for  exit  in  the  case 
of  accident.  Atttorney  General  May  has 
given  an  opinion  to  Chief  Inspector  Paul, 
in  which  he  upholds  the  statutes  in  some 
cases  but  suggests  the  exercise  of  good  judg¬ 
ment  by  the  inspectors  In  the  Elm  Grove 
case,  it  is  asserted  that  the  inspector  is  very 
radical  and  has  had  a  certain  feeling  against 
the  company,  dating  back  to  years  prior  to  his 
official  aiiiiointment. 

Some  New  Onerations. 

A  new  company  has  been  formed  to  oper¬ 
ate  near  Bayard,  on  the  western  Maryland  line. 
A  lease  has  been  secured  on  a  large  tract,  con¬ 
taining  the  Freeport  and  Kittanning  seams. 
()ther  new  enterprises,  just  chartered,  include  the 
Newcomer,  of  Philippi,  Barbour  county;  Sum¬ 
mit  Coal  &  Coke,  of  Clarksburg  and  the  West 
Maryland,  which  will  have  its  chief  works  at 
Blaine,  Mineral  county. 

Coal  Monument  for  Jamestown. 

The  West  Virginia  commission  has  decided 
to  make  an  exhibit  of  a  monument  of  coal  at 
the  Jamestown  exposition.  It  will  be  125  feet 
high,  and  1C  feet  square  at  the  base,  and  will 
embrace  layers  of  the  different  types  of  coal 
found  in  this  state.  Neil  Robinson,  of  Charles¬ 
ton,  well  known  to  the  trade,  will  design  it. 

FIELD  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

W.  B.  Barrett  has  succeeded  E.  D.  Wicks  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  Low  Moor  Iron 
Co.’s  mines. 

M.  W.  TBrellehan  has  sold  out  his  interest  in 
the  Fayette  Coal  &  Coke  and  will  move  to  In¬ 
dianapolis  to  engage  in  business. 

Despite  various  handicaps  in  operating  con¬ 
ditions  the  payroll  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 
last  Saturday  amounted  to  about  $200,000. 


to  enforce  its  decision.  There  is  no  doubt  from 
the  statement  of  Mr.  McAdams  and  his  associates 
that  some  strenuous  measures  would  be  taken  to 
bring  the  Southern  Indiana  and  the  Big  Four  to 
time  if  it  had  the  power. 

Mr.  McAdams  laid  bare  the  negotiations  with 
the  Southern  Indiana  and  the  Big  Four.  He  said 
that  Mr.  Walsh,  of  the  Southern  Indiana,  had 
complained  that  the  Big  Four  would  not  return 
its  cars  promptly  after  they  were  unloaded,  which 
was  the  principal  cause  of  the  embargo.  The 
promise  of  the  Big  Four  to  return  the  cars  caused 
the  E.  &  T.  H.  to  lift  its  embargo.  Mr.  Union 
B.  Hunt,  'chairman  of  the  commission,  appealed 
personally  to  Mr.  Walsh  to  raise  the  emWrgo. 
He  reported  that  Mr.  Walsh  wanted  a  promise  in 
writing  that  its  cars  would  be  returned. 

General  Superintendent  Houghton  gave  this 
promise  and  it  was  forwarded  to  Mr.  Walsh  by 
the  commission.  Mr.  Walsh  replied  that  he 
wanted  an  agreement  from  some  higher  author¬ 
ity.  Mr.  Hunt  obtained  an  agreement  from  Mr. 
Van  Winkle,  general  manager  of  the  Big  Four 
and  took  it  to  Mr.  Walsh,  but  was  turned  down 
by  him.  Mr.  Walsh  is  said  by  Mr.  McAdams  to 
have  informed  Mr.  Hunt  that  he  wouldn’t  stand 
for  such  an  agreement  and  that  we  wouldn’t  raise 
the  embargo.  At  that  point  the  commission 
paused  as  there  was  nothing  left  for  it  to  do,  inas¬ 
much  as  Attorney  General  Miller  said  it  was  pow¬ 
erless. 

Operators  for  most  part  believe  the  commission 
has  done  all  it  can  and  that  its  statement  is  cor¬ 
rect.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  Mr.  Walsh 
insists  that  the  Big  Four  officials  make  the  agree¬ 
ment  and  then  fail  to  return  the  cars.  At  any 
rate,  whoever  is  to  blame,  the  embargo  still  exists 
and  the  mines  along  the  Southern  Indiana  are 
sadly  handicapped  and  are  not  working  their 
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plants  more  than  half  time.  Many  are  idle  four 
days  a  week. 

A  Better  Law  Coming. 


It  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion  that  the  re¬ 
fusal  of  the  S.  &  I.  to  lift  the  embargo  will  hasten 
the  legislature  in  giving  the  commission  the 
authority  it  desires.  W.  W.  Hubbard,  an  Indi¬ 
anapolis  operator,  said  today  that  the  movement 
of  the  Shippers’  and  Manufacturers’  Association 
to  obtain  an  extension  of  the  powers  of  the  com¬ 
mission  is  spreading  rapidly  and  that  it  bids  fair 
to  be  successful.  Meetings  are  being  held  at  the 
larger  points  in  the  state  to  interest  the  shippers 
and  hundreds  of  letters  and  pieces  of  literature 
are  being  sent  to  men  who  are  interested  in 
bringing  about  conditions  under  which  the  long 
blockade  of  coal  at  Terre  Haute  will  be  an  im¬ 
possibility.  A  meeting  of  the  shippers’  and  oper¬ 
ators’  legislative  committee  will  be  held  here  with¬ 
in  a  few  days  to  draft  a  bill  to  present  to  the 
legislature. 

Operators  Win  a  Point. 

It  was  reported  today  that  the  strike  in  the 
Rosebud  mines,  owned  by  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co., 
of  this  city,  will  be  ended  tomorrow  and  that  the 
miners  will  have  to  go  back  to  work  on  terms 
proposed  by  the  company.  The  dispute  was  in¬ 
teresting  to  all  the  operators  of  the  state  as  it  in¬ 
volved  the  method  of  shot  firing.  The  company 
owning  the  property  insisted  that  the  miners 
should  be  more  careful  in  firing  and  examining 
the  shots  and  that  they  should  comply  to  the  let¬ 
ter  with  the  state  law. 

The  miners  grew  very  angry  and  threatened  to 
attempt  to  bring  about  the  strike  of  the  3,000  men 
employed  by  the  company  in  other  places.  There 
was  also  talk  of  a  general  strike  in  the  state  to 
determine  how  the  law  should  be  interpreted,  but 
the  company  appealed  to  President  O’Connor  of 
the  miners  and  it  is  understood  that  he  has  told 
the  strikers  that  they  must  return  to  work  to¬ 
morrow  or  give  up  their  charter. 


Prices  in  Local  Market. 

The  following  prices  to  the  retail  trade  are 
quoted  here : 

Coal  Prices. 


Anthracite,  nut . $8.00 

Anthracite,  stove . 8.00 

Anthracite,  egg .  8.00 

Anthracite,  grate.  . .  .  8.00 
Pocahontas,  fork  lump  6.25 
Pocahontas,  shovel 

lump  .  5.50 

Pocahontas,  mine-run.  5.00 
Pocahontas,  nut  and 

slack  .  3.75 

Kanawha,  lump .  4.75 

Kanawha,  nut .  4.25 

Kanawha,  slack . 3.25 


Pittsburg,  lump .  4.75 

Winifrede,  lump . $4.75 

Jackson,  lump .  5.50 

Jackson,  slack .  3.25 

Hocking  Valley,  lump  4.50 

Linton,  No.  4  lump..  3.50 

Linton,  egg .  3.50 

Brazil,  block  .  4.25 

Falling  Rock,  cannel..  6.00 
Blossburg  smithing. .  .  5.50 

Indiana  slacfc .  2.00 

Lump  coke .  6.00 

Crushed  coke .  6.50 

Oven  egg  size  coke...  6.00 


Notes  of  the  Trade. 

The  Eldorado  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Terre 
Haute,  capital  $100,000,  has  filed  articles  of  in¬ 
corporation.  The  directors  are  Ray  J.  Filler, 
Thos.  C.  Vennum,  K.  C.  Ronalds,  M.  G.  Lee,  F. 
D.  Vennum. 

The  Indiana  operators  have  won  a  decided  vic¬ 
tory  here  in  getting  the  city  to  change  from  West 
Virginia  “smokeless”  to  Indiana  coal.  The  Indi- 
'  anapolis  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded  the  contract 
\  for  furnishing  the  city  with  good  lump  coal  at 
$2.24  a  ton  and  mine-run  at  $2.04.  The  People’s 
;  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  which  E.  D.  Logsdon  is 

t  president,  bid  one  cent  a  ton  higher. 

The  Interstate  Commerce  commission  at  Pueb¬ 
lo,  Colo.,  in  spite  of  strenuous  objection  by  the 
railroads,  is  admitting  into  its  records  testimony 
showing  rebates  and  discrimination  in  coal  rates 
for  hauls  between  points  within  the  state.  In 
one  case  where  the  published  rate  is  $1.75  a  ton, 
as  low  as  thirty-six  cents  a  ton  was  conceded  to 
favored  shippers  for  identically  the  same  haul. 

Because  of  the  failure  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
railway  to  place  coal  on  the  siding  at  North 
Yakima,  Wash.,  the  citizens  of  that  town  made  a 
raid  on  a  coal  train  a  few  days  ago  as  it  was 
passing  through  the  city.  Several  cars  of  the 
commodity  were  confiscated. 


Kentucky  Coal  Trade. 


Louisville,  Ky.,  Dec.  26,  1906. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  future  of  Louisville  as  a  rail 
coal  market  has  been  a  subject  of  anxiety  and 
speculation  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  dealers 
recently.  During  the  past  fall  and  this  winter 
practically  no  Louisville  &  Nashville  coal  has 
come  into  this  market,  except  such  as  was  re¬ 
quired  to  fill  contracts  previously  existing.  Many 
of  the  operators  even  have  been  slow  in  filling 
their  contracts  in  this  city  and  the  result  has 
been  that  a  number  of  plants  have  had  to  close 
down  and  others  have  been  on  the  point  of 
closing  down  for  lack  of  fuel. 

While  there  has  been  a  considerable  supgly  of 
river  coal  in  the  harbor  for  the  past  'three 
weeks,  manufacturers  with  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  switches  have  been  obstinate  in  regard  to 
paying  the  high  prices  demanded  by  the  river 
dealers.  The  result  has  been  that  a  half  dozen 
of  the  big  distilleries  have  had  to  suspend  mash¬ 
ing  and  to  pay  the  government  penalty  of  $1,000 
per  day  because  the  rail  coal  operators  and  deal¬ 
ers  were  unable  to  fill  their  contracts. 

Coal  All'  Going  South. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  new  branch  of  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  in  Atlanta  the  price  of 
eastern  Kentucky  and  Jellico  coals  has  been  so 
high  that  repeated  increases  in  the  local  retail 
price  have  not  been  sufficient  to  enable  dealers 
here  to  handle  these  coals.  Many  of  these  deal¬ 
ers  have  large  investments  in  yards  and  sidings 
on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  are  unable  to 
handle  river  coal  profitably.  Only  two  or  three 
of  the  rail  dealers  put  in  any  considerable  stocks 
of  coal  last  summer,  so  that  for  the  past  three 
or  four  months  their  yards  have  been  practically 
empty  and  their  only  source  of  domestic  coal  has 
been  the  river.  As  there  has  been  comparatively 
little  winter  weather,  the  shortage  of  domestic 
coal  has  not  been  so  serious  during  the  fall  but 
with  the  prospects  of  two  months  of  genuine 
winter  ahead,  these  dealers  are  now  realizing 
more  than  ever  before  that  they  have  very  lit¬ 
tle  to  count  on  in  the  way  of  a  continuous  supply 
of  coal  at  a  price  at  which  they  can  handle  it. 

Much  of  the  steam  business  in  this  city  has 
been  diverted  from  Louisville  &  Nashville  coal 
to  Indiana  coal  coming  in  over  the  Southern  and 
Western  Kentucky  coal  coming  in  over  the  1.  C. 
Both  of  these  roads,  however,  have  been  crippled 
by  the  worst  car  shortage  known  in  many  years, 
the  1.  C.  furnishing  its  operators  only  about 
forty  per  cent  of  their  car  requirements,  and  the 
St.  Louis  division  of  the  Southern  only  about 
sixty  or  seventy  per  cent.  The  1.  C.  has  brought 
considerable  coal  into  the  market,  but  its  supply 
has  been  very  intermittent  and  the  firm  which 
has  the  contract  for  all  the  local  plants  of  the 
Kentucky  Distilleries  &  Warehouse  Co.  has  been 
unable  to  secure  anything  like  its  daily  require¬ 
ments  of  mine-run  coal  and  has  been  compelled 
to  furnish  the  distilleries  lump  coal  from  the 
pile  it  put  up  in  its  yards  last  summer. 


The  Louisville  &  Nashville,  after  spending  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  developing  the  Eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  mines  and  in  furnishing  them  all  the  facil¬ 
ities  for  marketing  their  -  coal  in  Louisville,  is 
now  carrying  more  than  ninety  per  cent  of  the 
product  of  these  mines  throughout  Kentucky  and 
into  the  south.  Practically  the  only  coal  which 
it  has  been  bringing  to  Louisville  has  been  coal 
to  supply  contracts  made  prior  to  this  fall.  In 
view  of  this  situation,  local  rail  coal  dealers  with 
yards  and  switches  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  have  been  asking  each  other  if  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  would  ever  regain  this  market 
or  whether  it  would  pass  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  the  river  combine.  In  case  the  river  com¬ 
bine  should  raise  prices  materially  and  the  South¬ 
ern  Railway  should  get  into  such  shape  that  it 
can  compete  actively  with  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  throughout  the  south,  it  would  be 
possible  to  see  a  normal  level  of  prices  over 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  the  Caro- 
linas. 

At  present,  however,  the  south  is  almost 
entirely  dependent  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  for  fuel  and  there  seems  litttle  prospect 
of  any  immediate  improvement  in  the  South¬ 
ern  railway  car  supply.  Many  Southern  rail¬ 
way  mines  of  considerable  tonnage  have  aver¬ 
aged  not  more  than  one  car  per  day  during  the 
month  of  December,  even  an  occasional  boxcar 
being  hailed  with  delight. 

January  Market  Should  Be  Strong. 

During  the  past  week  the  market  for  domes¬ 
tic  coal,  which  was  exceedingly  soft  on  account 
of  several  weeks  of  warm  weather,  has  strength¬ 
ened  again  and  there  is  every  likelihood  that 
record  prices  for  both  steam  and  domestic  coals 
will  be  realized  during  the  month  of  January. 
Mills  in  Georgia  and  the  Carolinas  depending 
on  the  Southern  railway  have  been  closed  down 
in  many  instances,  the  demand  for  coal  being 
so  great  that  nut  and  slack  and  mine  run  have 
sold  at  $2.00  to  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  respect¬ 
ively.  The  prices  quoted  for  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  delivery  are  fyom  $1.50  to  $1.75  and  from 
$1.75  to  $2.25  respectively. 

It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  little  coal 
run  by  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  mines  until 
after  the  first  of  the  year.  By  this  time  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  officials  expect  to  have 
cleared  up  the  situation  in  Atlanta  sufficiently 
to  justify  them  in  raising  the  embargo.  It  is 
believed  also  that  the  embargo  against  points 
beyond  Atlanta  on  the  Georgia  railroad  will 
be  raised  at  the  same  time.  When  this  is  done, 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a  strong  and 
advancing  market. 

Retail  prices  in  Louisville  remain  uuchanged, 
$3.75  per  load  being  the  quotation  on  first  and 
second  pool  Pittsburg  coal  and  $.'!.5()  on  fourth 
pool.  Straight  Creek  is  quoted  at  $4.00,  West¬ 
ern  Kentucky  lump,  $3.25. 


Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  Dec.  26. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Christmas  week  and  the  week  previous 
were  rather  uneventful  in  the  coal  business  in 
Kansas  City  and  the  southwest.  Although 
there  was  a  slight  slacking  off  in  orders,  tne 
demand  for  all  grades  of  coal  is  still  greater 
than  can  be  readily  supplied.  The  holiday  sea¬ 
son  was  responsible  for  the  hardly  noticeable 
decrease  in  the  orders  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
with  the  beginning'  of  the  new  year  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  the  requests  for  coal  will  be  continued 
with  greater  vigor  than  ever  before. 

There  have  been  no  noticeable  changes  in 
prices  in  the  last  fortnight.  The  big  dealers 
continue  to  resist  the  temptation  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  unusual  shortage  of  coal,  or  rather 
the  shortage  of  cars,  to  boo.st  the  prices.  But 
the  smaller  dealers  are  of  course  making  hay 
while  the  sun  shines.  In  Kansas  City  the  de¬ 
mand  for  steam  coal  is  still  very  great.  This 
is  due  to  the  recent  action  of  the  big  pack¬ 
ers  and  manufacturers  in  the  bottoms  of  getting 


rid  of  the  equipment  in  their  plants  used  for 
burning  oil  and  natural  gas  and  returning  to 
coal.  They  are  now  anxious  to  obtain  just  as 
much  coal  as  possible  in  order  that  large  quan¬ 
tities  may  be  stored.  But  in  this  they  have  had 
little  success,  as  the  dealers  figure  that  since 
these  big  plants  got  along  for  so  long  a  time 
without  them  there  is  no  reason  whv  they  should 
now  put  themselves  out  to  any  considerable 
extent  for  the  packers  and  manufacturers. 

The  use  of  natural  gas  is  increasing  in  the 
retail  trade,  but  thus  far  has  affected  the  sale 
of  coal  little.  None  of  the  retailers  complain  on 
account  of  lack  of  business,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  declare  that  few  winters,  as  mild  as  the 
present  one,  have  been  so  profital)lc  for  them. 

Commerce  Commisssion  Hereu 

The  investigations  of  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  Committtee  in  Kansas  City  last  week 
were  of  interest  to  coal  men.  The  committee 
was  in  sesssion  two  days  here  and  in  that  time 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 


heard  the  lestiiiioiiy  of  a  miinhcr  of  coal  deal¬ 
ers  regarding  the  service  of  railroads  in  trans¬ 
porting  coal.  Had  nianagcincnt.  indifference  to 
the  interests  of  (he  sliiijpcr  ;uk1  even  discrim¬ 
ination  in  tiic  handling  of  freight  were  among 
the  complaints  emimeratcd.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  two  representatives  of  coal  companies 
that  sell  fuel  to  the  railroads,  none  of  the 
witnesses  was  in  a  very  good  humor  when  he 
talked  of  the  recent  railway  service  in  the  west 
and  southwest. 

(1.  1’.  Kcllly,  president  of  the  Champion  Coal 
Co.  of  Kansas  City,  was  a  witness  who  hclicvcd 
his  conijiany  was  being  discriminated  against. 

“We’ve  not  only  been  hampered  by  a  lack  of 
cars,”  said  Mr.  Kelley,  “but  the  Frisco  railway 
served  ns  notice  Dcccmher  first  that  the  road 
wonldn’t  accept  hillings  of  nut  or  lump  coal 
except  to  i)t)ints  on  tlieir  system.  in  other 
words,  that  their  cars,  loaded  with  lump  or  nut 
coal,  wouldn’t  he  allowed  to  go  from  their 
tracks  to  the  lines  of  other  companies.  No  such 
re.strictions  were  placed  on  slack  coal.  The 
effect  of  this  order  was  to  seriously  hamper  us 
in  marketing  the  products  of  our  mines  in  south¬ 
ern  Kansas.  We  didn’t  have  very  many  cus¬ 
tomers  along  the  h'risco.  The  order  came  with¬ 
out  warning  and  we  now  have  coal  standing  on 
cars  at  the  mines  and  we’re  naying  demurrage 
on  coal  in  Kansas  City  that’s  been  held  since 
December  first  on  account  of  this  change  in 
policy.” 

Was  This  Discrimination? 

“What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  reason  that 
slack  coal  was  not  included  in  the  order?” 
asked  Commissioner  Prouty. 

“I  think  slack  coal  was  excepted  to  favor 
coal  companies  that  sell  their  lump  and  nut  coal 
to  the  railroads,”  replied  the  witness.  “These 
companies  have  large  ciuantities  of  slack  to  dis¬ 
pose  of,  so  shipments  of  this  grade  are  still  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Frisco  for  points  on  other  rail¬ 
way  system.” 

M.  A.  Low,  attorney  for  the  Chicago,  Rock 
Island  &  Pacific,  wanted  to  know  why  Mr.  Kel¬ 
ley  did  not  ship  the  coal  in  Kansas  City  by 
making  a  transfer  to  cars  of  other  roads  that 
reached  his  markets. 

“You  know,  don’t  you,  that  you  could  do  this 
and  get  the  same  rate  as  if  you  had  made  a 
through  shipment  from  the  mine  to  your  mar¬ 
kets?”  he  was  asked. 

“No,  I  don’t  know  it,”  replied  Mr.  Kelley. 
“M\’  information  has  been  just  the  opposite.” 

“Mr.  Kelley  would  have  to  make  the  trans¬ 
fer  from  the  cars  of  one  road  to  those  of  an¬ 
other,  wouldn’t  he?”  asked  Mr.  Prouty. 

“I  suppose  so,”  replied  Md.  Low.  “There  is 
nothing  in  our  contracts  calling  for  transfers 
of  coal.” 

If  They  Would  Sell  to  the  Railroads. 

“Well,  if  he  saw  fit  to  ship  from  the  mine  to 
points  not  on  the  h'risco,  why  wouldn’t  it  be 
up  to  the  Frisco  to  make  the  necessary  trans¬ 
fers?  Or,  if  there  is  a  fixed  rate  quoted  be¬ 
tween  two  points,  why  should  the  shipper  he 
put  to  the  additional  expense  of  making  trans¬ 
fers  ?” 

“Well,  the  railroads  don’t  transfer  coal,”  re¬ 
peated  ]\lr.  Low. 

C.  F.  Davis,  secretary  of  the  A.  M.  Fellows 
Coal  Co.  of  Kansas  City,  was  another  mine  op¬ 
erator  and  jobber  who  suffiered  from  the  Frisco’s 
order  of  December  first. 

“I  complained,  too,  about  not  being  able  to 
get  cars,”  said  Mr.  Davis,  “and  Mr.  E.  M.  Mc- 
Auliffe,  fuel  agent  of  the  Frisco,  told  me  we 
would  be  supplied  with  all  the  cars  we  needed 
if  we  would  sell  coal  to  the  railroad  company.” 

J.  A.  Bolen,  president  of  the  Bolen-Darnall 
Coal  Co.,  and  Charles  Keith,  general  manager 
of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  testified  that 
they  sold  large  quantities  of  fuel  to  the  rail¬ 
roads.  They  said  there  had  been  a  scarcity  of 
cars  for  some  months,  and  that  their  mines  had 
been  frequently  shut  down  because  the  coal 
could  not  be  marketed.  Mr.  Keith  said  the  car 
service  had  been  much  improved  in  the  last  few 
weeks,  but  that  his  company  w’ould  mine  more 
coal  if  they  had  all  of  the  cars  they  could  use. 

F.  Bocke,  a  coal  mine  operator  of  h'ort  Smith. 
Ark.,  testified  that  his  mines,  which  have  a  daily 
capacity  of  2,200  tons,  had  been  shut  down  for 
three  days  each  week  because  he  could  not  get 
cars.  These  mines  are,  he  said,  on  the  lines 
of  the  h'risco,  the  Rock  Island,  and  the  Midland 
\bdlcy  roads. 


Cleveland,  f)nio,  Dec.  27. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — '1  o  a  large  degree  this  market 
has  recuperated  form  the  little  slump 
that  took  place  following  the  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion.  As  the  amount  of  coal  left  on  track  by 
the  sliippers  was  conii)aratively  small,  the  de¬ 
cline  in  prices  was  due  to  imagination  more  than 
anytiiing  else.  While  prices  have  not  yet 
reached  the  level  they  had  attained  before  and 
show  some  weakness,  it  is  believed  that  within 
another  week  they  will  begin  to  show'  more 
strength.  In  former  seasons,  it  has  not  been 
unusual  to  have  1,000  cars  of  coal  on  track 
the  greater  part  of  the  time,  but  it  is  believed 
that  not  over  half  that  number  remained  after 
the  last  cargoes  were  loaded  for  the  lake.  Wit’n 
tlie  efforts  of  buyers  to  clean  up  the  year  with 
as  small  purchases  as  possible  and  this  little 
block  of  coal,  which  everybody  seemed  to  think 
could  he  gotten  at  any  figure  bid,  the  close  of 
the  year  will  be  something  like  past  seasons, 
except  less  marked,  but  producers  feel  that  any 
weakness  that  might  ^  shown  could  last  but 
a  short  time.  :  . 

Railroads  have  perhaps  cleared  up  their  sid¬ 
ings  well  within  the  past  two  weeks.  They 
have  been  making  an  effort  to  get  all  the  coal 
possible  into  the  market  and  end  the  year  with 
a  clean  sheet.  This  of  course  is  not  unusual 
and  will  perhaps  be  a  great  aid  at  many  points 
w'hcrc  a  scarcity  has  existed.  It  will  also  enable 
them  to  have  cars  ready  for  the  demand  that  is 
almost  sure  to  follow  in  the  first  weeks  of  the 
new  year,  when  almost  all  the  factories  of  the 
country  will  open  up  with  renewed  energy. 
Except  for  the  slight  decline  in  activity  due  to 
the  holidays,  there  will  be  little  difference  in 
the  consumption  of  fuel  and  it  is  believe'd  that 
producers  will  have  a  busy  time  taking  care  of 
the  trade  until  the  cold  weather  passes. 

Of  the  past  year  much  has  been  written  and 
most  people  remember  the  events  with  more 
vividness  than  pleasure.  While  it  was  not  a 
year  of  adversity  with  coal  producers  and  deal¬ 
ers,  notwithstanding  the  long  suspension,  most  of 
it  was  fraught  with  turmoil  and  dissatisfaction. 
As  operators  of  eastern  Ohio  look  at  it,  1906 
demonstrated  the  weakness  of  organization  and 
agreements  and  the  necessity  for  individual  com¬ 
panies  to  be  always  ready  to  assume  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  deciding  for  themselves  upon 
important  issues,  when  it  is  demonstrated  that 
all  cannot  stand  together  upon  a  common  basis. 
For  several  years  it  has  been  the  idea  of  op¬ 
erators  that  the  interstate  agreement  had  be¬ 
come  a  fixture,  but  when  the  majority  opposed 
the  apparent  interests  of  one  or  two  of  the 
leading  producers,  it  was  seen  how  quickly  and 
how  easily  it  could  go  to  pieces  and  in  reality 
how  it  was  allowed  to  do  so.  rather  than  make 
a  sacrifice  of  any  kind.  I''ollowing  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  the  states  without  withdrawing  interests, 
it  was  shown  again  that  individual  or  state 
interests  would  not  hold  together  when  an  op¬ 
portunity  presented  itself  to  reach  a  solution  of 
the  problem  in  a  local  way.  While  most  of  the 
operators  of  Ohio  held  together,  the  desertion 
of  a  few  showed  that  even  in  a  single  state. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Dec.  27. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Market  conditions  in  the  northwest 
do  not  show  quite  the  same  activity  that  char¬ 
acterized  them  for  the  fortnight  commencing 
about  the  tenth  of  December.  At  that  time  the 
car  shortage  in  North  Dakota  was  at  its  height ; 
the  newspapers  were  making  a  great  ado  about 
it  and  all  the  large  line  yard  companies  were  in 
the  market  to  buy  coal  which  could  be  rushed 
into  the  territory  where  the  shortage  was  the 
greatest.  The  publicity  i  given  to  the  shortage, 
while  not  exaggerating  conditions  to  any  great 
extent,  did  have  an  influence  in  making  the  rail¬ 
roads  more  prompt  in  handling  coal  shipments 
aiul  for  the  time  being  at  least  coal  is  being 
rushed  to  all  the  towns  and  cities  which  were 
short  of  supplies  a  fortnight  ago.  The  miid 
weather  during  the  past  week  and  a  half  has  re- 


all  could  not  be  fully  relied  upon  to  stand  up 
in  the  face  of  what  looked  to  be  their  interests 
to  withdraw  and  make  arrangements  of  their 
own.  1  he  time  finally  came  when  it  was  de¬ 
cided  that  all  should  do  likewise,  as  the  only 
way  in  which  settlements  satisfactory  to  each 
could  be  made. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  miners,  in  their  de¬ 
moralized  conditions,  held  out  for  what  they 
had  demanded  and  in  most  cases  they  got  it  in 
full  measure.  Left  to  themselves  to  settle  as 
they  saw  fit,  they  remained  out  until  the  oper¬ 
ators  were  willing  to  give  them  the  full  price. 
In  a  number  of  instances  operators  secured 
changes  on  conditions  that  benefited  them,  but 
in  others  settlements  were  made  upon  the  old 
basis  without  a  change.  So  far  as  known  the 
full  scale  demanded  in  the  first  place  is  paid 
at  all  the  mines.  , 

'1  he  settlements  were  made  individually,  each 
company  securing  the  best  terms  possible  from 
the  miners,  and  the  idea  of  preserving  the  inter¬ 
state  agreement  being  entirety  abandoned.  Of 
course,  the  contracts  were  under  the  rules  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers,  but  this  is  as  far  as 
anything  relating  to  the  old  conferences  is  con¬ 
cerned.  1  he  trouble  that  occurred  at  the  mines 
of  the  United  States  Coal  Co.  will  be  re¬ 
membered.  Little  good  resulted  from  the  at¬ 
tempt  to  put  the  mines  in  operation  with  non¬ 
union  men,  with  the  exception  that  a  number 
of  both  miners  and  guards  employed  by  the 
company  were  placed  under  indictment  for  par¬ 
ticipating  jn  the  riots.  The  operators  were  suc- 
cesssful  in  keeping  the  mines  in  operation,  but 
much  must  have  been  lost  in  the  e.xpenses  in¬ 
curred,  although  this  was  apportioned  among 
the  operators  of  the  district  and  did  not  fall 
heavily  upon  any  one-  of  them. 

Following  the  resumption  of  operations,  the 
shortage  of  cars  began  to  trouble  shippers. 
Those  who  cater  to  local  markets  and  to  the 
all-rail  trade  had  all  they  could  do  to  keep 
their  contracts  in  anything  like  fair  shape,  while 
the  lake  shippers  fell  far  short  of  expectations. 
In  all  probability  most  of  them  succeeded  in 
sending  up  more  coal  than  usual,  but  their  or¬ 
ders  were  larger  than  formerly,  as  the  demand 
for  commercial  coal  exceeded  all  e.xpectations. 
The  large  companies,  while  doing  their  'oest, 
fell  short  of  their  orders  quite  a  little.  During 
the  last  two  weeks  of  the  season  they  made  up 
some  of  the  loss  incurred  previous  to  that,  but 
in  any  event  they  would  hardly  have  succeeded 
in  shipping  the  required  amount. 

As  to  prices,  operators  have  had  little  to  com¬ 
plain  of.  In  the  first  place,  the  contract  figures 
were  satisfactory  in  almost  every  instance. 
Shippers  were  slow  to  accept  orders  unless  at 
their  figures,  knowing  that  there  was  little  pos¬ 
sibility  of  people  getting  their  coal  elsewhere, 
yet  at  the  same  time  no  extortionate  prices  were 
demanded.  The  market  price  has  steadily  ad¬ 
vanced  through  the  season  until  it  reached 
a  handsome  figure.  Those  who  had  free  coal 
were  fortflnate  in  the  fact  that  they  could  get 
almost  any  price  they  asked  for  it.  to  fill  in 
where  regular  shippers  had  fallen  behind. 


duced  the  consumption  of  fuel  and  has  been  of 
benefit  in  ameliorating  conditions. 

Illinois  coal  of  good  quality  that  can  'oe  shipped 
in  bo.x  cars  will  probably  find  more  or  less  of 
a  market  in  the  extreme  northwest  during  the 
next  two  to  three  months,  depending  upon  the 
length  and  severity  of  the  weather.  Illinois  ship¬ 
pers,  however,  will  be  disappointed  in  this  busi¬ 
ness  if  the\'  expect  too  much  from  it.  The 
North  Dakota  buyers  of  coal  have  always  had 
dock  preparation  which  generally  results  in  a 
clean  coal  as  to  screenings  and  by-products.  Rail 
coal  poorl}-  prepared  sold  as  the  equal  in  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  dock  coal  will  not  always  fill  the 
bill  unless  the  shortage  is  so  pronounced  that  con¬ 
sumers  must  have  it  and  can  obtain  no  other. 
It  is  e.xtremely  foolish  for  any  Illinois  shipper 
to  think  of  trying  to  send  coal  in  open  cars  into 
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the  northwest.  This  would  result  in  more  or  less 
grief  in  the  end  because  the  coal  would  be  stolen 
before  it  reached  its  destination,  particularly  in 
North  Dakota,  where  a  car  of  coal  looks  good  to 
people  who  are  nearly  out  of  fuel. 

The  dock  companies  are  acepting  very  little 
new  business  at  this  time.  Occasionally  they  ac¬ 
cept  an  order  for  a  few  cars  of  coal,  but  they  do 
not  feel  inclined  to  promise  shipment  within  a 
certain  specified  time,  due  to  the  condition  of  car 
supply  and  rather  prefer  to  take  on  no  new  cus¬ 
tomers,  believing  that  their  old  customers  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  best  service  they  can  give.  As  a 
result  when  a  dealer  gets  out  of  coal  he  does 
considerable  shopping  around  before  he  places 
his  order.  On  bituminous  coal.  Hocking  and 
Yougbiogheny  lump  at  the  docks  are  held  firmly 
at  $4.00.  As  a  matter  of  fact  a  better  price  could 
be  obtained  for  prompt  shipment,  but  the  dock 
companies  are  following  a  conservative  line  of 
policy  and  have  not  taken  advantage  of  condi¬ 
tions  to  the  extent  they  might  have  done  in  view 
of  the  apparent  shortage  of  their  coal. 


Dock  screenings  are  offered  in  the  Twdn  Cities 
at  about  the  same  price  as  in  Septeniber.  Al¬ 
though  there  was  a  paper  advance  it  is  being 
maintained  by  comparatively  few  of  tbe  companies 
and  there  is  a  plentiful  supply  of  this  grade  of 
coal. 

Rail  coal  from  the  southern  Illinois  field  has 
been  held  for  the  past  week  at  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  tbe 
mine  for  lump  and  egg.  Nut  coal  from  tbe  same 
field  is  offered  at  $1.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Lump  coal  from  the  Peoria  district  is  quoted  at 
$,3.65@3.75  the  Twin  Cities.  This  can  not  go 
through  to  North  Dakota  on  a  through  rate,  ex¬ 
cept  to  a  very  few  stations  and  most  of  this  coal 
is  sold  f.  o.  b.  Twin  Cities.  Some  Springfield 
lump  coal  loaded  in  box  cars  for  North  Dakota 
delivery  has  Itccn  offered  at  $1.85@3.()0  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  on  the  basis  of  $3.65@3.80  f.  o.  b. 
the  Twin  Cities  for  North  Dakota  shipment. 

Illinois  screenings  have  been  freely  offered  in 
the  Twin  Cities  during  the  past  fortnight  at  prices 
lower  than  were  obtained  in  October  and  No¬ 
vember.  Evidently  Illinois  shippers  have  felt  that 


this  was  a  good  market  for  this  grade  of  coal  as 
well  as  for  lump  and  egg,  but  in  this  respect 
tbev  will  meet  with  disappointment.  The  Twin 
Cities  at  no  time  have  suffered  for  any  kind  of 
coal  and  the  docks  have  rather  crowded  their 
customers  here  with  screenings  as  a  result  of  tlie 
fact”  they  w-ere  making  so  much  lump  coal. 
■At  present  most  of  the  large  consumers  of  fine 
coal,  such  as  the  mills  and  Twin  City  Rapid 
Transit  Co.,  have  a  full  head  of  water  and  only 
use  steam  as  an  au.xiliar)’  power,  the  result  being 
that  consumption  if  anything  is  less  than  it  was 
last  summer. 

The  future  of  the  northwestern  market  depends 
upon  w'cather  conditions  entirely.  If  the  temper¬ 
ature  continues  through  January  as  mild  as  it 
has  been  in  December,  tbe  prospects  arc  that  the 
docks  will  have  nearly  enough  of  all  kinds  of  coal 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  their  trade,  but  if 
we  have  severe  weather  in  Januarj^  and  February 
there  will  be  an  active  demand  for  rail  coal  in 
this  part  of  the  country. 


Western  General  and  Personal  Notes 


C.  T.  Roberts,  with  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co., 
Marquette  building,  Chicago,  will  be  absent  from 
the  city  for  several  days  on  a  business  trip  to 
Buffalo. 

Reciprocal  Demurrage,  that’s  the  battle  cry. 
Up  and  at  them  every  one  of  you  coalmen.  You 
have  everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose, 
and  a  reward  worth  fighting  for  if  you  gain  a 
victory. 

The  J.  W.  Peterson  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Chicago  to  mine  and  deal  in  coal  and 
other  fuel.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$5,000  and  the  incorporators  are  J.  W.  Peterson 
and  J.  A.  Peterson. 

J.  W.  Lowe,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  is 
making  a  business  trip  throughout  the  east  and 
spent  Christmas  with  his  sister  in  New  York 
city.  It  is  expected  that  he  will  return  to  Chi¬ 
cago  the  last  of  the  week. 

The  employes  of  the  Dering  Coal  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  were  given  a  banquet  at  the 
Grand  Pacific  Hotel  last  Saturday  as  a  Christ¬ 
mas  gift,  after  which  they  were  tendered  a  box 
party  at  the  Studebaker  theater. 

Ira  B.  Hess,  district  store  manager  for  the 
Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  died  a  few  days  ago 
at  Huntington,  Ark.  The  remains  were  sent  to 
Weir  City,  Kas.,  which  was  his  home,  where 
funeral  services  were  held  under  Masonic  aus¬ 
pices. 

R.  R.  Watt,  president  of  the  Watt  Mining 
Car  Wheel  Co.,  died  at  Barnesville,  Ohio,  on 
December  fwehty-second.  He  enjoyed  a  wide 
acquaintance  among  operators  both- east  and  west 
and  his  death  was  a  great  shock  to  his  many 
friends  in  the  coal  industry. 

There  is  a  perceptible  inactivity  in  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry  this  week  on  account  of  the  holidays.  It 
is  gratifying  to  know  that  coal  men  have  not  yet 
become  so  mercenary  as  to  permit  a  strife  for  the 
almighty  dollar  to  cheat  them  out  of  the  pleasures 
associated  with  the  higher  ideals  of  life. 

Reports  from  Washington,  D.  C.,  are  to  the 
effect  that  the  war  department  has  decided  to 
abandon  the  project  of  a  naval  coaling  station 
at  Dutch  Harbor,  feeling  that  this  location  does 
not  afford  suitable  natural  advantages.  Instead 
a  station  is  to  be  recommended  at  Kiska  Island. 

The  Federal  court  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  has  granted 
a  continuance  until  January  twenty-first,  in  the 
cases  of  the  Ann  Arbor  Railway  and  the  Toledo 
Ice  &  Coal  Co.,  which  companies  were  indicted 
on  455  counts  each  a  few  days  ago  for  granting 
and  accepting  rebates.  The  bonds  have  been 
fixed  at  $10,000. 

At  the  request  of  Gov.  Albert  E.  Mead  of 
Washington,  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to 
investigate  the  fuel  shortage  throughout  that 
state  and  report  to  him  at  once.  The  governor 
states  that  if  it  is  necessary  to  invoke  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  laws  of  the  state  to  relieve  the  sit¬ 
uation  he  will  ask  that  it  be  done. 


J.  E.  Defebaugb,  editor  of  the  American  Luin- 
bennan,  deserves  much  credit  for  his  ceaseless 
and  persistent  work  among  the  lumber  shippers, 
and  a  large  delegation  representing  the  lumber 
industry  will  be  present  at  the  convention.  The 
Illinois  Manufacturers’  Association,  American 
Shippers’  Association  and  Chicago  Commercial 
Association  will  also  send  delegates. 

If  appearances  are  not  deceiving  it  is  no 
doubt  true  that  the  local  members  of  the  coal 
trade  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  Christmas.  From 
appearances  it  would  seem  that  Santa  Claus 
must  have  worked  overtime,  because  almost  ev¬ 
ery  coal  man,  on  leaving  his  office  Monday  night, 
was  laden  with  a  load  of  packages. 

Frank  Lukens,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  & 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  left 
Chicago  for  Eau  Claire,  Wis.,  on  Thursday  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  the  Eau  Claire  dealers  which 
will  be  held  on  December  twenty-eighth.  Presi¬ 
dent  Frank  Mosher  of  DeKalb,  Ill.,  and  L. 
Waldo  Thompson  of  Beloit  will  also  attend  this 
meeting. 

DeForrest  Pomeroy,  formerly  of  Chicago  but 
now  of  Minneapolis,  was  calling  on  his  many  ac¬ 
quaintances  in  the  Chicago  trade  last  week. 
“Pom”  has  a  host  of  friends  in  Chicago  and  the 
west  who  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  getting 
along  nicely  in  the  Twin  Cities.  He  is  sales 
agent  for  the  Zenith  Furnace  Co.  of  Duluth  and 
Minneapolis. 

William  E.  Smith,  president  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  Illinois,  died  a  few  days  ago 
at  his  home  in  Coal  City,  this  state.  Mr.  Smith 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  executive 
board  of  the  miners’  organization  in  1899  and 
in  1904  was  elected  vice-president.  On  the  res¬ 
ignation  of  Herman  Perry  this  year  he  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  presidency. 

The  Illinois  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  all 
of  Chicago,  are  sending  out  a  little  advertising 
specialty  in  the  form  of  a  diary  and  memoran¬ 
dum  book.  It  is  gotten  up  in  attractive  style 
and  contains  a  large  amount  of  valuable  in¬ 
formation.  No  doubt  it  will  be  welcomed  on 
the  part  of  the  trade. 

Walter  Bloomfield,  cashier  for  the  W.  B. 
Stone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  broke  into  the  limelight  last  week  by 
embezzling  in  the  neighborhood  of  $5,000.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  last  reports  Walter  had  not  been  lo¬ 
cated  and  is  now  probably  enjoying  a  siesta  in 
tbe  City  of  Mexico  or  some  other  tropical  lo¬ 
cality  far  from  the  problems  of  reciprocal  de¬ 
murrage,  car  shortages  and  troubles  of  like 
character. 

Every  live,  able-bodied  coal  man  should  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting  which  will  be  held  at  the  Great 
Northern  Hotel,  Chicago,  on  January  third,  to 
take  action  on  the  reciprocal  demurrage  ques¬ 
tion.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  will  be  to 
appoint  delegates  to  the  National  Shippers’  De¬ 


murrage  Convention,  which  will  convene  in  Mu¬ 
sic  Hall,  Fine  Arts  building,  Chicago,  January 
fourth.  This  meeting  should  also  put  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  coal  trade  in  shape  for  presenta¬ 
tion  at  the  eonvention  on  the  following  day. 
Thk  Black  Diamond  has  arranged  for  this 
meeting  and  we  trust  our  efforts  in  this  mat¬ 
ter  will  be  rewarded  by  a  large  attendance  of 
shippers  and  dealers  interested  in  an  amicable 
settlement  of  the  demurrage  question. 

Announcement  was  made  in  Pittsburg  on  De- 
cember  twenty-sixtb  that  the  Lackawanna  Steel 
Co.  had  purchased  all  the  coal  properties  of  the 
J  W.  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.  at  a  price  reported 
to  be  seven  million  dollars.  This  is  the  first  im¬ 
portant  coal  property  purchased  by  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Co.  The  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.  owns  and 
operates  twenty-six  thousand  acres  of  coal  land 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  property  is  estimated  at  1,700,000 
tons  annually.  The  Ellsworth  company  also 
operates  387  coke  ovens,  all  of  which  including 
mine  equipment,  is  included  in  the  sale  to  the 
Lackawanna  company. 

Tom,  Moses,  of  Westville,  Ill.,  formerly  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  State  Alining  Board  at  Springfield, 
and  now  mine  inspector  for  the  Danville  dis¬ 
trict,  was  given  a  banquet  by  his  former  asso¬ 
ciates  at  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  Springfield, 
last  week.  Richard  Newsam,  of  Peoria,  pre¬ 
sided  and  was  ably  assisted  by  David  Ross,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics ;  W.  D. 
Ryan,  secretary  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
Illinois,  and  Lee  Kinkaid  of  Athens.  After  the 
bounteous  repast  had  been  disposed  of  David 
Ross,  in  a  characteristic  speech  in  behalf  of  the 
assembled  guests,  presented  Mr.  Moses  with  a 
very  handsome  desk  and  chair.  The  recipient 
responded  in  a  happy  vein  and  was  followed  by 
Lee  Kinkaid  and  W.  D.  Ryan,  and  in  fact  every 
one  at  the  banquet  board  had  something  good 
to  s,iy  of  Tom  Moses,  the  most  popular  mine  in¬ 
spector  in  Illinois. 

The  quarterly  round-up  of  the  managers  of 
the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  held  on  Wednes¬ 
day  of  this  wi'ck  in  the  offices  of  the  company 
at  Peoria.  L.  W.  McKown,  manager  of  tlie 
Davenport  office;  D.  W.  AIcGill,  manager  at 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  and  Walter  Farmer,  Min¬ 
neapolis  manager,  responded  to  the  call  sent 
out  by  tbe  i)resident  of  the  company,  Mr.  Horace 
Clark.  This  idea  of  having  the  branch  mana¬ 
gers  meet  four  times  a  year  originated  with  Mr. 
Clark  about  a  year  ago  and  he  says  it  helps  to 
solve  more  problems  than  anything  lie  can  think 
of.  The  men  at  these  meetings  exchange  ex¬ 
periences,  find  out  how  the  other  fellow  is  doing 
things,  discuss  plans  for  taking  care  of  present 
and  future  business  and  it  does  all  concerned  a 
world  of  good.  It  seems  to  be  a  mighty  good 
plan  and  could  undoubtedly  be  imitated  to  good 
advantage  by  many  firms  in  the  trade.  .After 
the  meeting  this  week  Messrs.  Clark,  McKown, 
Farmer,  AIcGill  and  Coleman  took  a  train  for 
Chicago  and  spent  the  last  of  the  week  calling 
on  the  trade  in  the  Windy  City. 
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Co.,  however,  had  a  large  contract  to  supply  coal  to  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation,  which  compelled  it  to  continue  operations  in  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Negotiations  between  the  miners  and  operators  continued  throughout 
April  and  during  the  second  w'eek  in  May  some  of  the  anthracite  mines 
resumed  operations,  the  miners  and  operators  having  come  to  an  agreement. 
1  he  differences  between  the  operators  and  miners  at  most  of  the  mines  was 
not  settled  until  the  last  of  June.  The  strike  of  1900  was  of  special  interest  to 
the  coal  industry  because  it  influenced  the  cost  of  coal  and  brought  into  com¬ 
petition  the  southern  and  northern  coal  mining  fields.  The  effect  upon  prices, 
however,  was  not  as  great  during  the  strike  period  as  the  casual  observer 
would  suspect.  '1  he  agitation  long  before  the  strike  took  place  acquainted 
large  contractors  and  consumers  with  the  fact  that  a  strike  was  inevitable  and 
they  therefore  placed  in  large  stocks  of  coal  and  this  extra  demand  greatly 
increased  the  price  previous  to  the  date  on  w'hich  the  strike  was  declared. 
The  advance  in  price  during  the  strike,  however,  did  not  continue  more 
than  ten  days  or  two  weeks. 

During  the  last  of  June  most  of  the  mines  began  operations  and  many 
of  them  tried  to  catch  up  for  lost  time,  thus  producing  such  a  quantity  of 
coal  that  it  caused  a  slump  in  the  market.  A  large  quantity  of  the  products 
from  northern  mines  sold  for  transportation  charges.  W'hen  fall  business 
began,  however,  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  country  made  such  a  demand 
upon  transportation  facilities’  that  operators  were  not  in  a  position  to  ship 
more  coal  than  was  absorbed  by  current  demand.  Prices  therefore  devel¬ 
oped  firm  and  strong.  Later  in  the  season,  when  the  fall  crops  began  to 
move  to  market,  the  car  shortage  was  greatly  accentuated  and  prices 
advanced  still  higher.  As  the  season  approached  the  close  of  navigation,  the 
dock  companies  became  alarmed  and  made  excessive  demands  on  the  rail¬ 
roads  to  ship  the  largest  possible  tonnage  to  the  docks  before  the  close  of 
navigation.  This  unprecedented  demand  on  the  railroads  for  cars,  together 
with  the  excessive  demand  from  other  industries,  caused  a  serious  car  short¬ 
age  in  the  coal  industry  for  inland  points,  resulting  in  a  so-called  coal 
famine  throughout  the  Northwest.  But  immediately  after  the  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion  the  railroad  equipment  was  disbursed  to  inland  points  and  the  tension 
was  relieved  very  rapidly. 

The  agitation  relative  to  the  lack  of  adequate  transportation  facilities 
will  no  doubt  relieve,  to  some  extent,  the  tension  l)efore  another  winter  come.’^ 
around  and  it  may  l)e  anticipated  that  the  new  year  has  in  store  possibilities 
for  the  coal  industry  which  look  very  promising. 


ADDBESS  AEE  COMMUNICATIONS  TO 

The  Black  Diamond  Company  (Inc.) 

Main  Office . •••; . ; . 1160-1156  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago 

„  ^  Long  Distance  Telephone  1324  Harrison;  Automatic,  7424 

Eastern  Offl^  .  . 29  Broadway,  New  York 

Cincinnati  Office . 117  East  Seventh  Street,  Telephone  Canal  1174 

Pittsburg  Office . 1204  Machesney  Building.  223  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg 

Bell  Telephone  Court  2031. 


Entered  at  the  Chicago  Fostofflee  as  Second  Class  Matter 


There  is  an  old  man  hobbling  hopelessly  onward. 
The  Year  1906.  When  the  clock  of  the  annals  of  time  strikes  1907  he 
will  drop  into  his  grave  and  give  over  the  reins  of 
progress  to  a  new  life  full  of  ambition  and  potent  possibilities.  The  coal 
industry,  like  almost  all  others,  has  had  a  very  successful  year.  The  demand 
for  coal  generally  follows  the  prosperity  of  the  country  in  all  lines  of  trade. 
The  four  chief  necessities  of  civilization  are  clothes,  food,  light  and  heat. 
Coal  is  the  most  important  of  these  because  it  is  used  in  the  transformation 
of  raw  materials  into  finished  products.  The  great  coal  fields  of  the  country 
furnish  motive  power  for  the  industries.  During  the  year  1906  the  Chicago 
market  received  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  tons  more  bituminous  coal  than 
in  1905.  This  is  an  increase  of  about  ten  per  cent.  The  unprecedented 
increase  this  year  in  the  products  from  the  mills,  mines  and  soil  has  greatly 
accentuated  the  de,mand. 

Prices  at  this  season  of  the  year  are  about  the  same  as  last  December  at 
this  time,  but  the  market  is  more  firm  and  there  is  no  anticipation  of  labor 
troubles.  When  the  deadlock  occurred  at  the  Indianapolis  convention  last 
February  it  was  generally  conceded  that  a  strike  was  sure  to  take  place.  The 
miners  demanded  an  increase  of  ten  cents  a  ton  which  they  claimed  was 
necessary  to  offset  the  advanced  cost  of  living.  The  operators  generally  were 
willing  to  give  the  extra  ten  cents  per  ton,  but  found  it  impossible  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  would  destroy  the  differential  in  freight  rates  between  south¬ 
ern  and  northern  coal  fields.  East  of  a  line  drawn  through  South  Bend  and 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  the  freight  rate  differential  is  ten  cents.  With  an  increase 
of  ten  cents  in  the  selling  price  of  northern  coal,  the  product  from  Illinois 
and  Indiana  mines  would  be  brought  into  direct  competition  with  coals  from 
the  southern  coal  fields.  Since  the  coals  from  West  Virginia,  Kentucky  and 
other  southern  fields  is  of  a  higher  quality  than  the  northern  coals  the 
operators  absolutely  refused  to  conced  the  demands  of  the  miners.  As  a 
result  most  of  the  mines  closed  on  April  fi.st.  The  Pittsburgh  Coal 


The  sentiment  expressed  in  the  thousands  of  letters 
The  National  from  leading  shippers,  coal  dealers  and  members  of 
Shippers’  various  industries  throughout  the  country  relative 

Convention.  reciprocal  demurrage,  unjust  switching  charges,  and 
unfair  rulings  on  the  part  of  railroads,  is  extremely 
gratifying.  Dispatches  from  every  part  of  the  country  indicate  that  shippers 
are  interested  in  the  convention,  which  will  be  held  in  Chicago  January 
fourth.  News  comes  from  the  Pacific  coast  that  one  of  the  large  associa¬ 
tions  has  already  appointed  its  delegates.  The  time  is  ripe  for  shippers  to 
take  up  this  matter  in  earnest  and  look  out  for  their  own  interests.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  railroads  are  applying  the  ruling  relative  to  the  switching 
charges  to  the  smaller  cities  and  towns.  This  is  causing  much  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  and  should  also  have  the  attention  of  the  convention.  The  railroads 
charge  amply  for  their  services.  In  the  past  switching  charges  have  been 
absorbed  in  through  rates.  It  is  evident  that  the  railroads  are  taking  every 
advantage  of  the  shipper.  They  have*twenty-three  thousand  different  classifi¬ 
cations  and  some  goods  take  three  different  tariffs  in  passing  from  one 
section  of  the  country  to  another.  The  new  interstate  commerce  law,  section 
six,  states  that  “the  schedules  printed  as  aforesaid  by  any  such  common 
carrier,  shall  plainly  state  the  places  between  which  property  and  passengers 
will  be  carried  and  shall  contain  the  classification  in  force,  and  shall  also  state 
separately  all  terminal  charges,  storage  charges,  icing  charges,  and  all  other 
charges  which  the  commission  may  require;  all  privileges  or  facilities  granted 
or  allowed,  any  rules  or  regulations  which  in  anj’wise  change,  affect,  or 
determine  any  part  of,  or  aggregate  of  such  aforesaid  rates  and  charges  or 
the  value  of  the  service  rendered  to  the  passenger,  shipper  or  consignee.” 

An  interpretation  of  this  clause  at  once  brings  up  the  question  whether 
or  not  shipping  charges  are  not  included  in  the  phrase  “all  terminal  charges,” 
also  the  relation  which  said  charges  bear  to  the  last  part  of  the  clause  which 
provides  that  all  printed  schedules  shall  plainly  state  “the  rules  or  regula¬ 
tions  which  in  anywise  affect,  change  or  determine  any  part  or  the  aggre¬ 
gate  of  such  aforesaid  rates.”  A  rate  quoted  between  two  points  has  always, 
by  long  established  custom,  represented  the  total  cost  of  transportation  and 
it  would  seem  from  this  clause  of  the  interstate  commerce  act  that  it  is  the 
intent  of  the  law  that  this  switching  charge  should  be  a  part  of  the  through 
tariff.  The  shippers  at  the  national  convention  should  determine  the  action 
which  should  be  taken  relative  to  this  matter  and  influence  such  legislation 
as  will  be  of  the  highest  advantage  to  all  concerned. 
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The  Natiorval  Reciprocal  Demurrage  Law 
Convention  at  Chicago  Jan.  4. 

Every  Member  of  the  Coal  Industry  Owes  Alleg’iance  to  This  Movement;  Leading 
Shippers  From  All  Parts  of  the  Country  Will  Be  ILepresented ;  Bill  to  Amend 
the  Interstate  Commerce  Act  Draughted  and  ILeady  to  Be  Presented 

By  Congressman  Madden. 


WHEREAS,  By  failure  of  railroads  en¬ 
gaged  in  interstate  commerce  to  fur¬ 
nish  cars  as  needed  tor  the  loading 
of  commodities  offered  them  for  transporta¬ 
tion,  and  by  the  failure  of  the  said  railroads 
after  receipt  of  cars  to  move  them  with  rea¬ 
sonable  promptness  to  destination,  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  of  the  country  is  so  delayed 
by  this  failure  of  the  said  railroads  properly 
to  perform  their  functions  as  common  carriers 
as  to  constitute  a  menace  to  the  continuance 
of  individual  and  national  prosperity;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  evil  has  been  steadily 
increasing  for  a  series  of  years,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  promises  of  betterment  periodically 
made  by  the  railroads  and  the  certain  annual 
increase  in  the  demand  for  freight  transporta¬ 


tion  facilities,  due  to  the  rapid  growth  in 
population,  manufactures  and  domestic  and  for¬ 
eign  commerce,  thus  rendering  improbable  any 
remedy  of  the  evil  by  voluntary  action  of  the 
railroads;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  railroads,  justly  supported 
by  the  courts,  have  assessed  and,  by  their 
commanding  position,  have  been  able  to  col¬ 
lect  penalties,  termed  demurrage  charges,  for 
what  they  deem  unreasonable  detention  of  cars 
for  loading  or  unloading,  but  themselves  recog¬ 
nize  no  reciprocal  pecuniary  obligation  to  their 
customers  arising  from  inadequate  car  supply 
or  unreasonably  slow  movement  of  cars,  and 
in  practice  deny  any  liability  therefor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  remedy  to  the  customers 
of  the  railroads  under  the  present  interstate 


commerce  law  is  uncertain,  depending  upon 
construction  of  the  law  by  the  commission 
and  by  the  courts,  with  the  outcome  to  be 
determined  only  after  a  considerable  period  of 
time,  during  which  the  damage  to  commercial 
interests  would  continue,  and  hence  a  clear 
and  explicit  provision  covering  car  service 
problems  should  be  enacted  by  Congress,  thus 
replacing  the  problematical  by  the  positive; 
now 

THEREFORE,  Representing  the  coal  traffic 
of  the  United  States,  a  traffic  which  has  been 
and  is  being  especially  damaged  by  inadequate 
car  service,  and  supported  by  heavy  shippers 
and  receivers  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The 
Black  Diamond  issues  this  call. 


Indorsements  by  Prominent 
Coal  Firms. 

llor.LiSTER  Lumher  Co.,  Manchester,  Iowa. 

“Yours  of  the  seventeenth  just  at  hand  about 
'shi[)nients  of  coal,  etc.  In  reply  will  say  that  we 
tire  bothered  to  death  about  getting  anywhere 
Hear  i)rompt  shipments.  Have  been  bothered 
this  season  more  than  ever.  Coal  that  has  been 
ordered  as  long  as  six  weeks  and  close  by  ship¬ 
ments  have  not  even  been  loaded  for  us.  Have 
not  only  been  hampered  in  getting  soft  coal,  hut 
have  also  had  hard  coal  hung  up,  according  to 
the  company  we  buy  of,  because,  as  they  say, 
they  have  heeti  unable  to  get  a  car  to  come  to 
us,  and  we  have  written  directly  to  the  railroad 
company  ourselves  asking  them  as  a  special  favor 
to  us  to  have  some  cars  set  in  for  us.  Just  at  pres¬ 
ent  we  are  nearer  caught  up  than  before  this  fall. 
Should  answered  your  letter  sooner,  but  was  away 
from  home.  Would  like  to  help  in  some  way  to 
get  quicker  shipments. 


'  S.  li.  Tilton  &  Son,  Prairie  Depot,  Ohio. 

We  are  irrevocaisly  and  emphatically  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  some  law,  no  matter  how  radical,  that 
will  prevent  a  railway  from  holding  a  car  in 
transit  for  30  or  more  days  and  then  48  hours 
after  it  has  been  received  proceed  to  mulct  the 
receiver  at  the  rate  of  $1.00  per  day.  Our  per¬ 
sonal  opinions  on  the  demurrage  and  many  other 
phases  of  railway  management  are  of  such  a 
lurifl  and  sulphurous  nature  as  to  be  unfit  for 
publication.  Respectfully, 

Wilfred  R.  Tilton. 


C.  15.  Havens  &  Co.,  Omaha,  Ned. 

Wc  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  circular  letter 
of  the  seventeenth  regarding  the  car  shortage 
now  being  so  severely  felt  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  inviting  suggestions  as  to  the  best 
remedies  to  he  applied. 

We  concur  in  tlie  suggestion  that  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  shippers  to  he  held  in  Chicago  on  or 
about  January  fourth  for  the  purpose  of  discuss-  ] 
ing  these  evils  would  he  a  good  preliminary  step 
and  it  is  possible  that  such  a  meeting  might  result 
in  an  amendment  that  if  carried  would  afford 
the  necessary  relief.  'I'his  amendment  should 
have  a  mutual  effect,  that  is  when  railroad  com¬ 
panies  assess  car  service  charges  at  destination, 
without  affording  any  relief  to  shippers  for  im¬ 
perfect  service  and  delays  in  furnishing  empty 
cars  when  ordered,  it  should  he  equalized  by  the 
imposition  of  a  penalty  upon  roads  for  failure 
to  furnish  empties,  upon  a  written  notice  after 
a  specified  time,  and  should  he  further  compelled 
to  move  freight  up  to  the  maximum  number  of 
miles  to  he  ascertained  by  taking  the  average 
movement  of  cars  in  given  sections. 

A  Washington  di.spatch  indicates  that  Senator 
Lafollctte  of  Wisconsin  has  prepared  an  amend- 


THE  CALL. 

I  he  call  applies  to  all  operators,  sales  agents, 
retailers,  and  all  shippers  interesteil  in  reciprocal 
demurrage,  prompt  shipments,  just  reconsign¬ 
ment  regulations,  switching  rulings,  car  allot¬ 
ments,  and  other  matters  relative  to  transporta¬ 
tion  of  interest  to  the  coal  industry. 

REGISTRATION. 

The  headquarters  will  he  the  .-Xuditorium  Hotel, 
where  a  large,  spacious  room  has  been  engaged. 

PLACE  AND  TIME  OF  MEETING. 

Music  Hall,  Fine  Arts  building,  S02  Michigan 
avenue,  Chicago,  January  fourth,  1907,  at  ten  a.  m. 

OBJECT  OF  MEETING. 

'I'o  discuss  the  present  car  service  situation, 
its  causes  and  remedies  and,  if  its  members  shall 
-SO  decide,  to  devise  and  arrange  for  presenta¬ 
tion  to  Congress  of  an  amendment  to  the  in¬ 
terstate  commerce  law  which  shall  provide  in 
substance  as  follows ; 

That  shippers  and  receivers  of  carload  freight 
shall  pay  to  the  railroads  without  delay  or  re¬ 
course  a  fixed  amount  per  car  per  day  beyond 
a  certain  fixed  time  allowed  for  loading  and 
unloading,  such  amount  and  time  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission; 

That  reciprocally,  failure  by  a  railroad  to  place 
cars  for  loading  within  a  reasonable,  fixed  time 
after  demand  for  cars  shall  be  made  by  pros¬ 
pective  shippers  shall  subject  such  railroad  to  a 
like  charge  or  penalty ; 

That,  failing  to  deliver  a  car  at  destination 
within  a  reasonable  time,  the  railroad  collecting 
the  freight  charge  shall  pay  such  amount  per  cai 
per  day  of  delay  as  is  just  and  equitable; 

Or  to  take  such  action,  or  to  recommend  such 
other  measures,  as  the  members  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  shall  in  their  assembled  wisdom  decide  to 
he  equitable,  practicable  and  wise,  having  due 
regards  to  the  rights  of  the  railroads  or  other 
common  carriers  engaged  in  interstate  com¬ 
merce  as  well  as  the  interests  they  represent. 

PRELIMINARY  MEETING. 

1  HE  15l.\ck  Di.\mond  has  arranged  for  a  pre¬ 
liminary  meeting  of  coal  men  at  the  Great  North¬ 
ern  Hotel,  Thursday,  January  third,  two  p.  m.,  to 
outline  the  course  which  the  coal  indu.str\  should 
pursue  at  the  National  Convention.  A  large  at- 
tendai'ce  is  earnestly  reipiested. 


nient  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act,  but  whether 
or  not  the  amendment  meets  the  present  emerg¬ 
ency,  we  do  not  know,  but  it  seems  to  us  that 
an  organized  movement  at  this  time,  to  strength¬ 
en  the  hands  of  Senator  Lafollette  or  anyone  else 
who  might  be  selected  to  introduce  a  proper  bill 
in  congress  would  go  far  toward  preventing  the 
success  of  the  railroad  lobby  at  Washington. 

We  shall  be  very  glad  to  co-operate  in  any 
movement,  from  which  a  reasonable  hope  can 
be  based  of  an  improvement  in  the  car  situation, 
and  if  not  able  to  attend  a  convention,  if  one  is 
called  in  Chicago  on  the  fourth,  would  be  very 
glad  to  do  anything  we  can  for  the  success  of 
such  a  movement. 


.Arkansas  Fuel  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Some  of  us  coal  men  had  a  meeting  at  the 
Midland  Hotel  in  this  city  on  the  sevententh 
inst.,  and  started  an  organization  to  be  known 
“The  Missouri  &  Kansas  Shippers’  Associa¬ 
tion.’’  We  are  just  giving  our  first  order  for 
printing  today,  and  your  letter  was  received 
as  our  circular  calling  for  additional  members 
was  just  completed. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  which  speaks  for  itself, 
and  you  can  make  any  use  of  it  you  see  fit.  I 
ani  having  several  thousand  copies  of  your  letter 
printed  for  distribution  throughout  our  terri¬ 
tory. 

You  will  notice  that  w-e  are  appealing  to  every 
shipper  of  bulky  lot  stuff.  The  proposition 
of  a  national  organization  appeals  to  me  strongly 
and  you  can  count  me  in,  but  at  the  same  time  I 
think  we  best  go  ahead  wdth  what  we  are  trying 
to  do  here ;  there  is  no  danger  of  doing  too  much. 

1  thank  you  for  writing  to  me. 


F'.  P.  Loo.mis  &  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Upon  my  return  from  Denver  I  find  your  fa¬ 
vor  of  the  seventeenth.  Of  course,  now  it  is 
too  late  to  make  any  reply.  I  will  gladly  do 
what  1  can  to  assist  the  shippers  and  the  rail¬ 
roads  in  bringing  about  a  better  condition  in  the 
handling  of  freight.  If  a  law  granting  recipro¬ 
cal  demurrage  will  better  matters  I  would  be  in 
favor  of  the  enactment  of  the  same.  I  question 
a  little  wdiether  such  a  law  would  bring  about 
the  desired  results.  What  we  want  is  not  more 
time  in  wdiich  to  uidoad  cars,  but  prompt  move¬ 
ment  of  freight  delivered  to  the  railroad. 

\\  ishing  the  Bl.\ck  Desmond  success  in  any 
undertaking  along  this  line,  I  beg  to  remain, 

A  ours  truly,  F.  p.  Loo.mis. 


L.  J.  Mozier  &  Co.,  Da.nville,  III. 

Your  letter  under  date  of  the  seventeenth  be¬ 
fore  us.  Our  loss  in  profits  in  the  last  four 
months  on  coal  is  over  $500  to  say  nothing  about 
loss  of  customers  and  all  on  account  of  the 
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statements.  Shortage  of  cars  to  ship  in  your 
views  liave  our  hearty  approval.  There  will  be 
no  relief  from  this  oppression  only  through  a 
“national  reciprocal  demurrage  law”  that  is  just 
to  shipper  or  consignee  and  common  carrier.  As 
to  the  car  shortage,  that  is  a  very  difficult  prob¬ 
lem  from  a  shipper's  standpoint.  We  believe  that 
an  increase  of  motive  power  sufficient  to  move 
all  freight  in  a  reasonable  time.  We  take  the 
position  that  if  it  takes  from  four  to  six  weeks  to 
make  a  single  or  round  trip  when  a  reasonable 
time  is  one-quarter  or  one-third  of  tiiat  time 
it  must  be  from  a  lack  of  motive  power.  Should 
this  be  the  case  the  remedy  is  with  the  railroad — 
and  at  no  great  expense  as  they  have  the  track 
and  cars,  all  the  additional  expense  is  more 
motive  power. 

There  should  be  and  will  be  a  national  law 
compelling  all  common  carriers  to  furnish  trans¬ 
portation  facilities  for  all  merchandise  or  get  out 
ot  the  business.  You  are  quite  correct  in  your 
statement  that  “the  railroads  are  fully  organized 
employing  the  very  best  legal  talent  and  shippers 
must  organize  too,  to  protect  their  interest.  What 
assistance  we  can  render  will  be  cheerfully  ren¬ 
dered.  If  necessary  will  circulate  a  petition  to 
congress  among  our  shippers  for  a  reciprocal 
law  Ihe  shippers  must  have  relief  from  rail¬ 
road  tyranny.  The  environments  that  surround 
the  shippers  are  such  that  the  profits  in  their 
lusiness  are  so  small  that  the  longer  we  are  in 
the  shipping  business  the  more  we  lose  and  our 
government  ought  to  give  us  relief  by  compellino' 
the  railroads  to  treat  all  alike  or  government 
ozvnershtp.  We  trust  you  will  be  successful  in 
your  efforts  to  get  an  amendment  that  will  give 
us  an  equal  chance. 


The  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  Barren  Fork,  Ky. 

Youp  of  seventeenth  to  hand  and  noted.  “No 
Carp_  IS  the  cry  of  every  shipper,  the  mines 
in  this  section  only  working  ten  to  twelve  days 
pci  mmith.  From  every  side  comes  the  cry  for 
coal.  Light  and  water  plants,  also  manufacturing 
plants  are  losing  time  on  account  of  “No  coal.” 

Ihe  great  increase  in  the  producing  capacitv 
or  all  industries  has  simply  flooded  the  railways 
with  more  business  than  they  can  handle.  They 
are  short  on  locomotives  and  car  equipment. 

We  think  a  serious  trouble  now  on  all  roads 
IS  the  overloading  of  freight  trains,  causing  them 
in  many  cases  to  double  on  heavy  grades,  delay¬ 
ing  passenger  trains  that  are  already  late  on  ac- 
count  of  too  fast  schedules  and  congestion  of 
traffic. 

We  think  the  only  solution  at  present  is  to 
reduce  passenger  schedules  to  point  where  trains 
can  make  the  time. 

Lighten  up  the  tonnage  on  freight  trains  so 
they  can  make  their  time  and  see  that  all  trains 
are  kept  on  their  schedules.  If  this  were  done 
we  are  satisfied  at  least  thirty  to  fifty  per  cent 
more  freight  would  be  moved. 

W^e  think  there  should  be  reciprocal  national 
demurrage  law,  but  do  not  think  it  would  help 
matters  to  any  extent  now. 


Merrimack  Valley  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation,  SUNCOOK,  N.  H. 

In  response  to  your  inquiry  of  seventeenth : 
1  his  section  of  the  country  does  not  get  into 
quite  as  bad  straits,  ordinarily,  as  some  others, 
on  account  of  nearness  to  tidewater  and  the  fact 
that  three  of  the  producing  companies  have  stor¬ 
age  plants  at  Newburyport,  Salem  and  Boston, 
luit  they  are 'unable  to  take  care  of  the  trade, 
on  account  of  car  shortage,  and  a  large  percent¬ 
age  of  the  New  Hampshire  tonnage  comes  in  all 
rail. 

Conditions,  in  this  line,  are  bad.  Personally 
1  have  had  cars  six  weeks  in  transit  and  at  pres¬ 
ent  time  orders  placed  more  than  two  months 
aco  are  reported  as  unfilled  and  new  orders  are 
not  accepted. 

1  believe  that  the  patrons  of  the  railroads 
should  have  the  same  power  to  collect  damages 
of  the  railroads  in  the  event  of  their  holding 
shipments  back  as  the  railroads  now  have  in 
the  matter  of  collecting  car  service  of  their 
patrons.  Cars  which  are  shipped  one  and  two 
weeks  apart  are  delivered  in  a  bunch,  and  the 
dealer,  who  is  able  to  take  in  but  a  certain 
number  per  day  is  obliged  to  pay  demurrage 
for  a  matter  which  is  absolutely  the  fault  of  the 
railroad.  At  present  time  the  New  England 
roads  collect  $1.00  per  day  for  car  service,  on 


foreign  cars,  a  net  profit  of  seventy-five  cents 
per  day,  as  they  pay  the  coal  roads  but  twenty- 
live  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of  the  cars,  thus 
making  demurrage  charges  a  source  of  profit. 

Robert  Dick  Coal  Co.,  Carterville,  lu.. 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  seventeenth  say  we 
are  certainly  in  favor  of  a  reciprocal  demurrage 
law  or  any  law  that  will  increase  the  movement 
of  freight  and  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  have 
some  such  law  enacted. 


New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal 
Association,  Mill  Vill.vge,  Pa. 

Your  favor  of  the  seventeenth  inst.  at  hand. 

I  am  much  pleased  that  you  are  taking  hold  of 
the  matter  of  demurrage  and  I  want  to  assure 
you  that  you  can  count  on  me  as  secretary  of 
the  New  York  &  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  asso¬ 
ciation  to  do  everything  that  I  can  to  aid  you 
in  getting  the  matter  adjusted  on  a  more  equit¬ 
able  basis  for  both  the  shipper  and  the  receiver 
of  freight.  I  note  your  reference  to  a  National 
Shippers’  convention,  which  is  proposed  to  be 
held  in  Chicago  January  fourth.  I  believe  that 
the  time  is  ripe  for  such  a  movement,  and  that 
such  a  convention  is  necessary  in  order  to  _  get 
an  expression  of  opinion  from  all  of  the  various 
mercantile  bodies  engaged  in  shipping  and  re¬ 
ceiving  freight.  The  New  York  &  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  Retail  Coal  association  would  be  glad  to 
join  hands  with  other  associations  in  such  a 
movement,  and  would  undoubtedly  be  repre¬ 
sented  at  such  a  convention.  We  have  already 
had  many  grievances  from  members  of  our  asso¬ 
ciation  relative  to  this  matter,  but  being  unable 
to  get  any  satisfaction  from  the  railroad  compa¬ 
nies  we  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  International  Council  of  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants,  who  I  understand  have  taken  decided 
action  regarding  the  matter.  The  secretary  of 
said  association  is  now  at  work  preparing  a  uni¬ 
form  bill  which  will  be  introduced  in  the  legis¬ 
latures  of  the  various  states  wherever  we  have 
state  or  interstate  associations,  which  is  prac¬ 
tically  throughout  the  entire  country.  I  believe, 
however,  that  this  idea  to  secure  a  national  re¬ 
ciprocal  demurrage  law,  in  the  form  of  an 
amendment  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  _  act, 
would  perhaps  solve  the  difficulty  in  a  quicker 
and  better  way. 

I  trust  the  matter  will  receive  the  attention 
it  deserves  from  all  shippers  and  receivers  of 
freight  and  assure  you  of  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tioif  both  of  myself  and  the  association  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent  as  secretary. 


Frank  Mosher,  DeKalb,  III.,  President  of  the 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association. 

We  are  certainly  in  accord  with  the  call  for  a 
National  Shippers’  convention  and  our  associa¬ 
tion  has  appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  meet¬ 
ing  to  be  held  in  Chicago  January  fourth,  1907. 
The  demurrage  charge  as  it  now  stands  is  work¬ 
ing  a  great  hardship  on  our  dealers  and  anything 
our  association  can  do  to  bring  about  a  just  re¬ 
ciprocal  bill  we  stand  ready  to  do. 


The  Scott  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

We  have  your  favor  of  December  seventeenth 
and  note  contents  carefully.  In  reply,  beg  to 
say  that  we  believe  that  your  action  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  and  would  be  glad  to  co¬ 
operate  with  you  in  every  possible  way. 

We  believe  that  the  only  remedy  for  the  evil 
the  coal  trade  generally  is  laboring  under  will 
be  a  reciprocal  demurrage  law,  which  will  pro¬ 
tect  the  railroads  as  well  as  the  cons!gnce._  We 
shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  have  you  advise  us 
in  what  way  we  can  be  of  assistance  to  you. 


Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

Your  favor  of  December  seventeenth  at  hand 
and  noted.  We  need  national  and  state  recipro¬ 
cal  demurrage  laws.  When  the  railroad  compa¬ 
nies  are  required  to  give  coal  the  attention  that 
its  importance  as  a  commodity  demands,  our 
transportation  troubles  in  the  coal  trade,  if  not 
entirely  eradicated,  will  be  reduced  to  a  mini¬ 
mum.  'I'he  wholesaler  and  shipper  wants,  and 
the  retailer  needs — 

h'irst — Free  interchange  of  cars  between  rail¬ 
roads  ;  no  restrictions  on  car  equipment.  '1  he 
railroads  can  double  and  treble  their  per  diem 


charge  against  each  other,  which  will  insure 
prompt  return  of  cars. 

Second — Cars  furnished  mines  inside  of  forty- 
eight  hours  after  order  for  same  is  placed,  also 
kind  of  cars.  When  box  cars  are  wanted  we 
don’t  want  steel  hopper  tide-water  cars  furnish¬ 
ed;  penalty  $1  per  car  per  day  for  any  failure 
or  delay  in  furnishing  cars. 

'I'hird — Cars  moved  promptly  inside  of  twenty- 
four  hours  after  loaded ;  penalty  $1  per  car  per 
day. 

h'our — Cars  kept  moving  toward  destination 
not  less  than  100  miles  each  twenty-four  hours; 
penalty,  $1  per  car  per  day. 

When  the  above  becomes  a  law  and  the  rule 
and  practice  of  every  railway  company  then  and 
not  until  then  will  we  have  no  trouble  regard¬ 
ing  car  shortage  or  delays  in  shipments.  It  will 
do  away  with  ninety-five  per  cent  of  the  car 
demurrage  charged  on  shipments,  for  we  will 
then  know  exactly  when  to  order  coal  forward 
to  take  care  of  our  trade  and  it  will  do  away 
with  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  reconsignment 
of  coal  in  transit,  as  we  can  have  coal  shipped 
direct  from  mines  to  dealer  with  the  positive 
assurance  that  cars  will  be  shipped  promptly 
from  mines  after  order  is  placed  with  us  and 
we  can  assure  dealer  that  cars  will  reach  him 
in  so  many  days  after  coal  is  shipped. 

Wc  trust  The  Black  Diamond  will  push  this 
movement  along  and  do  everything  possible  to 
make  the  National  Shippers’  convention  to  be 
held  in  Chicago  January  fourth  a  success.  To 
this  end  we  are  willing  to  do  our  part. 


The  Reid  Coal  Co.,  Dallas,  Tex. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  seventeenth,  I 
have  always  thought  that  the  proper  way  to  han¬ 
dle  demurrage  was  as  follows:  If  the  free  time 
is  forty-eight  hours  and  a  shipper  unloads  a 
car  within  twenty-four  hours,  credit  him  $1 ;  if 
the  free  time  was  seventy-two  hours  and  he 
unloaded  the  car  within  twenty-four  hours, 
credit  him  $:2 ;  if  he  unloaded  it  within  forty- 
eight  hours,  credit  him  $1;  that  is,  allow  him 
$1  per  day  for  every  day  he  got  off  the  free 
time.  If  cars  were  not  unloaded  at  the  end  of 
the  free  time,  charge  $1  per  day  for  the  first 
and  second  days,  $3  per  day  for  the  third  and 
fourth,  and  so  on. 

Also,  if  cars  did  not  arrive  within  a  reason¬ 
able  time  and  were  not  delayed  by  some  wreck 
or  unavoidable  accident  on  the  part  of  the  rail¬ 
road  and  the  shipper  was  not  reasonably  able  to 
handle  the  car  within  the  free  time,  he  should 
be  allowed  an  additional  amount  of  free  time 
in  which  to  unload  the  cars.  There  is  no  jus¬ 
tice  in  I'.unching  cars  and  running  them  in  on  a 
concern  and  requiring  that  concern  to  unload 
all  within  the  free  time  or  pay  demurrage  on 
those  they  are  unable  to  unload  within  that 
time.  I,  however,  do  not  believe  the  consignee 
should  have  the  right  to  hold  the  cars  under 
load  simply  because  they  were  delayed,  when 
the  consignee  could  easily  unload  them  within 
the  time.  My  reasons  for  this  are  that  every 
day  these  cars  are  delayed  some  other  shipper 
is  cut  out  of  the  use  of  them  and  in  the  coal 
business  a  large  number  of  people  are  cut  out 
of  the  benefits  of  the  coal  that  could  be  handled 
in  them,  and  especially  this  time  when  so 
many  people  haven’t  coal  enough  to  keep  them 
warm  I  don’t  believe  that  any  consignee  should 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  delaying  the  unload¬ 
ing  of  cars  one  moment  simply  because  such 
cars  have  been  delayed  in  transit. 

In  my  investigation  of  this  matter  I  do  not 
find  that  the  delay  to  movement  of  cars  and 
shortage  of  cars  is  caused  from  the  same  trou¬ 
ble  on  all  railroads,  especially  the  coal.  Some 
railroads  that  have  a  fair  supply  of  coal  cars 
and  keep  the  mines  fairly  well  supplied  delay 
the  coal  in  transit  by  giving  other  freight  pref¬ 
erence  in  movement,  whereas  another  road  that 
has  fully  enough  coal  cars  to  take  care  of  its 
customers  will  let  its  fuel  department  tic  up 
the  majority  of  its  cars  for  its  own  use  and 
hold  the  cars  from  thirty  days  to  five  months 
under  load,  thus  cutting  the  patrons  of  the 
road  out  of  the  benefit  of  the  cars  and  cutting 
the  road  out  of  the  earnings,  whereas  other 
roads  are  short  of  motive  power  and  haven’t  the 
locomotives  to  move  the  cars  through.  On  other 
roads  I  am  satisfied  the  trouble  is  downright 
incompctcncy.  I  know  of  one  instance  where 
one  loaded  car  set  on  a  sidetrack  twelve  days 
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after  l)eing  billed  out  and  a  local  train  passed 
it  every  day  without  having  its  full  quota  of 
loads.  We  have  had  instances  this  fall  where 
it  took  twelve  days  to  get  a  car  switched  just 
alx)ut  one  mile.  The  only  things  that  could 
cause  such  delays  as  these  are  shortage  of  mo¬ 
tive  power  and  downright  incompetency  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  employes. 


Ou)  Colony  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  Ii.l. 

Answering  your  letter  of  the  seventeenth.  We 
certainly  agree  with  you  that  the  oidy  remedy 
to  lessen  the  car  shortage  evil  is  a  reciprocal 
demurrage  law  which  would  enable  the  ship¬ 
pers  ami  consumers  of  coal  to  collect  the  dam¬ 
age  incurred  in  as  simple  a  manner  as  the  rail¬ 
road  company  collects  the  demurrage  hills  from 
them  at  this  time. 

We  are  very  glad  indeed  to  see  that  you  have 
taken  this  matter  up  and  will  push  it  vigorously, 
as  it  is  certainly  a  thing  that  everybody  con¬ 
nected  with  the  coal  industry  will  apiircciate. 

Will  be  very  glad  to  do  anything  which  we  can 
in  our  small  way  to  further  the  project. 


Harman  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

Referring  to  yours  of  the  seventeenth,  we  are 
heartily  in  favor  of  a  move  to  bring  about  re¬ 
ciprocal  demurrage.  If  a  National  Shippers’  con¬ 
vention  could  be  held  at  Chicago,  backed  by  peo¬ 
ple  of  intiuence  and  weight,  not  only  in  the  coal 
trade  but  in  other  lines,  we  would  be  glad  to 
take  an  interest  in  the  convention.  If  this  mat¬ 
ter  is  carried  through  in  the  right  way,  with  the 
proper  organization  and  legal  talent,  the  ship¬ 
pers  can  get  what  they  go  after;  but  if  it  is 
carried  through  in  the  fashion  of  the  Coal  Ship¬ 
pers’  association,  or  like  a  few  of  the  moves  that 
are  brought  forward  of  this  kind,  those  who  go 
into  it  will  only  make  themselves  ridiculous. 


The  Rocky  Mountain  Coal  Men’s  Associa¬ 
tion,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo. 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  seventeenth  inst., 
and  will  refer  same  to  the  iiext  meeting  of  the 
hoard  of  directors  of  our  Rocky  Mountain  Coal 
Men’s  association,  which  will  take  place  in  Den¬ 
ver  the  first  week  in  January.  Will  let  you  hear 
from  me  after  that  time.  Yourse  truly, 

H.  C.  Harmon,  President. 


Thos.  Miles’  Sons,  Hamilton,  Ont. 

Replying  to  your  esteemed  favor  of  recent 
date  in  regard  to  the  car  shortage  situation  in 
the  trade.  We  fully  agree  with  you  that  this 
shortage  is  becoming  a  menace  to  commerce. 
Owing  to  its  reoccurrence  every  fall  we  have 
had  to  put  in  the  bulk  of  our  stock  during  the 
summer  season  when  cars  are  plentiful  and  ow¬ 
ing  to  frequent  trouble  with  the  railways  about 
car  service,  we  have  had  to  equip  our  plant  with 
expensive  machinery  of  the  latest  device  for  un¬ 
loading  coal  quickly. 

Many  times  when  cars  have  arrived  and  an 
order  for  placing  has  been  put  in  immediately, 
if  the  railway  attended  to  them  at  once  the  con¬ 
signee  is  in  a  position  to  unload  them  promptly. 
But  often  the  railway  suits  its  own  convenience 
and  places  the  cars  three  or  four  days  after¬ 
ward  just  when  the  consignee  has  a  rush  of 
other  business  and  cannot  give  the  cars  the  at¬ 
tention  needed.  Then  if  the  cars  are  not  un¬ 
loaded  within  the  time  limit  the  railway  demands 
demurrage.  This  should  not  be.  A  reciprocal 
demurrage  would  charge  the  railway  for  delayed, 
placing  and  retention  of  goods. 

We  think  as  much  time  for  the  unloading  of 
cordwood  should  be  allowed  as  for  coal.  We 
think  all  cars  of  coal  and  wood,  after  having 
been  unloaded  at  destination,  should  be  weighed, 
there  or  at  the  nearest  point  and  the  railway  be 
responsible  for  anv  shortage  in  the  weight  of 
the  contents  and  the  consignee  should  only  have 
to  pay  the  freight  on  the  actual  quantity  jn  the 
car.  If  the  railway  accepts  the  mine  weights 
as  correct,  then  they  should  be  compelled  to 
deliver  that  quantity  to  tlie  consignee  or  make 
good  the  difference. 

A  railway  should  not  be  allowed  to  collect 
demurrage  unless  it  can  produce  the  full  par¬ 
ticulars  as  to  the  hours  and  dates  such  car 
service  accrued.  We  have  a  case  where  the 
railway  charged  an  additional  amount  in  the 
freight  bill  under  the  head  of  “advances,”  When 


asked  what  this  amount  consisted  of,  they  said 
it  was  demurrage  and  would  not  produce  a 
statement  of  the  hours  or  dates  on  which  it  is 
alleged  to  have  accrued.  As  we  refused  to  pay 
it,  without  knowing  whether  we  were  liable,  they 
withdrew  our  credit  privilege  and  at  the  same 
time  ajipcar  to  delight  in  putting  us  to  as  much 
inconvenience  as  possible  by  delaying  to  place 
cars  until  such  time  as  it  will  embarrass  us  most, 
and  so  forth  and  so  on. 

No  doubt  the  present  car  service  rules  are  un¬ 
fair  in  many  other  ways  to  the  consignee  and 
shipper  and  an  amendment  to  your  Interstate 
Cominerce  act  would  do  away  with  these  in¬ 
equalities,  but  as  we  are  Canadians  and  under 
the  Canadian  car  service  rules  controlled  by  the 
Railway  Commission  Board  of  Canada,  this  mat¬ 
ter  as  far  as  the  States  is  concerned  must  be 
worked  out  by  your  own  citizens — it  is  out  of 
our  jurisdiction. 

Any  amendment  you  may  make  for  better¬ 
ment  you  may  secure  in  this  line,  however,  will 
very  likely  be  followed  by  our  own  government 
before  long,  so  trusting  you  will  be  successful 
irt  this  campaign  and  wishing  you  the  compliments 
of  tire  season  we  remain. 


C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co.,  Chicago,  III. 

I  find  your  favor  of  December  seventeenth 
here  upon  my  return  from  an  absence  from  the 
city.  I  am  sorry  that  I  was  unable  to  give  you 
my  view  with  regard  to  the  transportation  of 
coal  in  time  for  your  issue. 

It  is  evident  that  the  railroad  officials  are 
making  a  desperate  effort  to  shift  the  responsi¬ 
bility  for  the  situation  from  their  own  shoulders 
to  those  of  the  shippers  and  receivers  of  coal. 

If  a  sworn  statement  could  be  had  from  the 
manager  of  the  Car  Service  Bureau  in  Chicago, 
showing  the  number  of  cars  of  coal  on  hand  at 
the  end  of  each  week  and  the  number  under 
car  service,  I  feel  confident  it  would  show  how 
little  there  is  in  the  claim  of  the  railroad  of¬ 
ficials  that  the  consignees  do  not  give  disposi¬ 
tion  promptly  for  the  cars. 

I  have  advocated  for  years  a  reciprocal  demur¬ 
rage  law  and  believe  it  should  be  passed  by  the 
national  legislature.  If  there  is  any  justice  in  a 
railroad  company  delaying  coal  and  other  freight 
for  two  weeks  to  a  month  beyond  a  reasonable 
time  and  then  compelling  the  consignee  to  un¬ 
load  same  within  forty-eight  hours  after  arrival 
or  pay  a  penalty  I  fail  to  see  it. 

1  he  very  fact  that  the  railroads  are  making 
such  a  strenuous  fight  against  a  law  of  this  kind 
is  the  best  evidence  to  my  mind  that  they  know 
the  weakness  of  their  case. 

It  is  unfortunate  at  this  time  that  the  coal 
trade  has  never  been  able  to  support  an  associa¬ 
tion  which  would  present  a  united  front  on  mat¬ 
ters  of  this  kind.  The  railroads,  of  course,  are 
organized  and  have  the  best  of  legal  talent. 
1  here  can  be  but  one  outcome  unless  we  are 
willing  to  make  a  fight  by  standing  together. 


International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants, 
Jamestown,  N.  -Y. 

Your  favor  of  seventeenth  inst.  at  hand.  I 
am  much  pleased  that  you  are  taking  hold  of  this 
matter  of  demurrage,  and  want  to  assure  you 
that  you  can  count  on  me  to  do  everything  that 
I  can  to  aid  you  in  getting  the  matter  adjusted 
on  a  more  equitable  basis  for  both  the  shipper 
and  receiver  of  freight.  I  note  your  reference 
to  a  National  Shippers’  convention,  which  it  is 
proposed  to  be  held  in  Cheiago  January  fourth. 
I  believe  the  time  is  ripe  for  such  a  movement, 
and  that  such  a  convention  is  necessary  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  an  expression  of  opinion  from  all  of 
the  various  mercantile  bodies  engaged  in  ship¬ 
ping  and  receiving  freight.  The  International 
Council  of  Coal  Merchants  would  be  glad  to 
join  hands  with  the  other  associations  in  such 
a  movement,  and  would  undoubtedly  be  repre¬ 
sented  at  such  a  convention.  We  have  already 
taken  decided  action  regarding  this  matter.  A 
committee  has  attempted  to  meet  and  arrange 
sonie  equitable  basis  for  demurrage  witii  the 
railroad  people,  but,  failing  to  get  any  satisfac¬ 
tion  whatever  along  these  lines,  our  secretary  is 
no\y  at  work  carefully  preparing  a  uniform  bill 
which  will  be  introduced  in  the  legislatures  of 
the  various  states  wherever  we  have  state  or  in¬ 
terstate  associations,  which  is  practically  through¬ 
out  the  entire  country.  I  believe,  however,  that 


this  idea  to  secure  a  national  reciprocal  demur¬ 
rage  law,  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  to  the 
Interstate  Commerce  act,  would  perhaps  solve 
the  difficulty  in  a  quicker  and  better  way.  I  trust 
the  matter  will  receive  the  attention  it  deserves 
from  all  shippers  and  receivers  of  freight  and 
assure  you  of  the  hearty  co-operation,  both  of 
myself  and  the  association  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent.  Very  truly  yours, 

William  F.  Endress,  President. 


A.  B. Meyer  &  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Replying  to  yours  of  the  seventeenth  inst.  rel¬ 
ative  to  the  question  of  car  shortage  which  has 
become  general  throughout  the  country,  would 
say  we  think  the  shipper,  consignee,  and  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  all  more  or  less  to  blame  for  present 
conditions.  In  lots  of  instances  the  consignee 
does  not  have  an  abundance  of  room  to  receive 
his  goods  on  arrival,  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
railroads  too  often  bunch  cars  en  route.  There 
might  be  a  remedy  for  this  if  the  railroads  would 
make  a  lower  rate  at  such  times  when  certain 
commodities  are  not  in  demand.  This  would 
better  proportion  shipments  throughout,  and  act 
as  an  inducement  for  parties  having  large  stor¬ 
age  places  to  take  in  goods  for  storing  purposes. 
It  is  our  opinion  that  it  is  human  nature  for  the 
railroads,  just  like  any  individual,  to  haul  and 
encourage  the  freight  on  which  they  earn  the 
greatest  revenue. 


Clyde  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  December  seven¬ 
teenth,  we  are  “all-river  shippers”  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  writing,  but  we  expect  to  become  some  future 
day  railroad  shippers.  We  therefore  feel  that 
as  we  are  not  hurt  by  the  shortage  of  cars  that 
It  IS  not  up  to  us  to  raise  any  complaint,  except 
a  general  one.  Car  shortage  in  this  vicinity 
usually  works  to  our  advantage,  for  the  reason 
that  It  makes  river  coal  in  better  demand  when 
railroad  coal  is  scarce.  Notwithstanding  that 
however,  we  deplore  the  shortage  that  our  neigh¬ 
bors  and  railroad  friends  have  experienced  dur¬ 
ing  this  exceptional  period  of  prosperity  in  the 
coal  business.  We  regret  that  the  railroads  have 
been  so  utterly  unable  to  handle  the  vast  ton¬ 
nage  that  has  been  offered,  and  that  tlie  railroad 
shippers  have  found  it  necessary  to  sacrifice  large 
and  remunerative  orders  and,  like  all  other  peo¬ 
ple  111  the  business,  though  at  present  only  in¬ 
directly  interested,  we  ask  ourselves,  “What  is 
the  remedy”? 

According  to  the  railroad  statistics  there  are 
ample  cars  and  ample  locomotive  capacitv  to 
handle  many  times  the  present  tonnage,  providing 
the  terminal  and  j’ard  facilities  were  such  that 
the  said  tonnage  could  be  handled  with  quicker 
dispatch. 

We  have  seen  statistics  where  it  was  stated 
that  a  car  from  a  coal  mine  in  the  Pittsburg 
district  to  the  docks  at  the  lakes  and  return 
averaged  thirty  days  for  the  round  trip.  If  this 
IS  the  case  then  it  seems  to  us  that  the  condi¬ 
tion  o£  the  railroading  needs  revision,  and  that 
a  week  or  ten  days  at  the  outside  should  be  suf¬ 
ficient  for  a  round  trip.  This  whole  question 
is  too  momentous  for  us,  in  our  inexperienced 
condition,  to  say  very  much  or  make  a  great 
holler,  but  we  are  thoroughly  in  sympathy  with 
miy  movement  for  the  improvement  of  the  trade 
in  general,  and  as  this  appears  to  us  as  such  we 
are  ready  to  add  our  support  to  any  general 
movement  to  further  a  solution  to  the  car  short¬ 
age  question. 


Gregory  Coal,  Coke  &  Lime  Co.,  Marsh.^ll- 
TOWN,  Iowa. 

Replying  to  your  favor  of  seventeenth,  just 
received. 

We  are  in  full  accord  with  the  movement  for 
a  reciprocal  demurrage  law  and  are  willing  to 
do  what  we  can  to  further  the  movement.  I 
can  not  saj-  that  I  will  be  at  the  meeting  Janu¬ 
ary  fourth,  but  I  think  it  more  than  likely  that 
the  organization  (the  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska)  will  be  represented  if 
such  a  meeting  is  held,  as  this  is  exactly  along 
the  lines  that  Mr.  Chisam  and  myself  have  been 
expecting  to  take  up  vigorous  action  and  we  are 
glad  to  learn  that  some  one  else  has  anticipated 
our  action.  Will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  fur¬ 
ther. 
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The  Commerce  Commission’s  Investigations. 

Inquiries  Into  Traffic  Conditions  Held  in  Kansas  City.  St.  Louis,  Minneapolis  and  Chicago. 


']'he  line  of  inquiry  held  last  week  was  some¬ 
thing  of  an  innovation  on  the  part  of  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission  and  proceeds  from 
the  enlarged  powers  given  to  the  commission  un¬ 
der  the  new  interstate  commerce  act.  It  is  now 
assumed  by  the  commission,  although  this  as¬ 
sumption  has  not  had  final  adjudication  by  the 
courts,  that  it  has  power  to  order  the  railroads  to 
provide  adequate  facilities  for  the  proper  coiy 
duct  of  their  business.  This  authority,  it  is 
claimed,  is  given  the  commission  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  clause  of  the  interstate  commerce  act,  not 
expressly  and  directly  but  by  inference : 

“That  the  commission  hereby  created  shall  have 
authority  to  inquire  into  the  managernent  of  the 
business  of  all  common  carriers  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act  and  shall  keep  itself  in¬ 
formed  as  to  the  manner  and  method  in  which  the 
same  is  conducted  and  shall  have  the  right  to 
obtain  from  such  common  carriers  full  and  com¬ 
plete  information  necessary  to  enable  the  com¬ 
mission  to  perform  the  duties  and  carry  out  the 
objects  for  which  it  was  created,  and  the  com¬ 
mission  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  exe¬ 
cute  and  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and 
upon  the  request  of  the  commission  it  shall_  be 
the  duty  of  any  district  attorney  of  the  United 
States  to  whom  the  commission  may  apply  to  in¬ 
stitute  in  the  proper  court  and  to  prosecute  under 
the  direction  of  the  attorney  general  of  United 
States  all  necessary  proceedings  for  the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  and  for  the 
punishment  of  all  violations  thereof,  and  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  such  prosecution  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  this  act  the  commission  shall  have 
power  to  require  by  subpoena  the  attendance  and 
testimony  of  witnesses  and  the  production  of  all 
books,  papers,  tariffs,  contracts,  agreements  and 
documents  relating  to  any  matter  under  investi¬ 
gation.” 

J.  C.  Lincoln,  commissioner  of  the  traffic  bureau 
of  the  Merchants’  Exchange  of  St.  Louis,  pre¬ 
pared  a  written  statement  which  was  offered  at 
the  St.  Louis  hearing  in  evidence  as  follows ; 

“In  my  position  I  have  been  brought  in  touch 
with  the  car  situation  and  the  delay  in  movement 
of  freight  over  all  of  the  lines  entering  St.  Louis, 
as  presented  by  our  very  large  membership  in 
complaining  to  me  of  the  shortage  of  cars  at  coun¬ 
try  stations  and  the  slow  movement  and  delays 
at  the  terminals. 

“From  observation  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
principal  causes  are :  Lack  of  equipment — power 
and  cars ;  insufficient  track  facilities — main  lines, 
sidings  and  terminals ;  and  slow  movement  and 
delays  at  connecting  points  upon  joint  traffic. 

Lack  of  Equipment. 

“It  is  my  belief  that  there  are  many  lines 
equipped,  both  as  to  power  and  cars,  so  as  with 
reasonable  promptness  to  take  care  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  along  their  rails,  also  contribute  their  share 
toward  handling  joint  and  through  traffic,  but  are 
prevented  from  so  doing  by  the  fact  that  their 
connections  are  not  so  equipped ;  in  consequence 
cars  which  they  own  are  made  prey  of  by  such 
connections,  so  that  the  line  attempting  in  good 
faith  to  provide  facilities  for  the  proper  conduct 
of  its  business  and  to  render  the  public  the  service 
to  which  it  is  entitled  may  be  unjustly  condemned 
on  account  of  the  acts  and  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  other  lines  to  provide  proper  facilities. 
A  railroad  does  not  perform  its  functions  for  the 
public  by  the  mere  laying  of  rails,  building  depots 
and  terminals  making  it  possible  for  the  public 
to  use  its  line,  unless  at  the  same  time  it  furnishes 
facilities  for  handling  and  transportation  of  the 
commerce  offered  to  or  made  accessible  by  the 
granting  of  their  franchises.  It  is  the  duty  of  a 
carrier  to  equip  its  line  with  power  and  cars  up 
to  a  reasonable  degree  commensurate  with  the 
density  of  the  traffic  available  to  such  line  and  to 
contribute  its  share  toward  joint  traffic  in  which 
it  engages. 

Insufficient  Facilities  and  Terminals. 

“With  the  modern  power  that  is  being  employed 
by  the  railroads  they  are  capable  of  handling  over 


lines  of  less  than  six-tenths  per  cent  grade  trains 
of  from  fifty  to  eighty  cars.  There  are,  however, 
very  few  lines,  particularly  throughout  the  west, 
that  have  adjusted  their  sidings  along  the  main 
lines  and  at  division  and  terminal  points  to  read¬ 
ily  handle  such  long  trains,  thus  resulting  in  un¬ 
usual  delay  to  the  movement  of  freight  at  pass¬ 
ing  or  junction  points  and  in  terminals.  Great 
increase  in  the  traffic  of  the  country  makes  it  al¬ 
most  imperative  for  the  expeditious  movement 
of  freight;  that  long  passing  tracks  preparatory 
to  double  tracking  of  the  main  lines  should  be 
accomplished  and  much  greater  facilities  at 
their  terminal  points  should  be  con¬ 
structed  for  the  prompt  handling  of  _  through 
freight,  making  and  breaking  up  of  trains,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  those  terminals,  for  the  loading  and 
unloading  of  freight  from  or  for  industries  that 
have  been  constructed  upon  such  terminals.  The 
lack  of  these  facilities  accounts  for  the  small 
average  mileage  per  day  that  is  made  by  freight 
trains.  Few  lines  have  in  their  terminal  facilities 
kept  up  with  the  growth  of  business,  and  this  is 
not  surprising  considering  the  rapid  development 
of  the  country  and  enormous  increase  in  to.nnage. 

“It  is  not  uncommon  for  cars  to  be  delayed  five 
to  six  days  for  causes  that  are  not  attributable 
to  shippers.  It  is  my  belief,  after  careful  inquiry, 
that  after  a  car  is  placed  so  as  to  be  accessible 
for  unloading  the  shippers  generally  are  very 
prompt  in  removing  the  load,  and  the  delays  that 
occasionally  occur  represent  detention  upon  a 
very  small  per  cent  of  the  total  equipment.  The 
carriers  can  prevent  the  use  of  their  cars  by 
sending  freight  to  public  warehouses  if  not  re¬ 
moved  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Delays  at  Junction  Points. 

“By  the  placing  of  embargoes  by  lines  upon 
their  equipment  going  beyond  their  own  rails 
there  is  much  delay  in  the  handling  of_  through 
or  joint  traffic  awaiting  cars  of  connecting  lines. 
In  fact,  this  is  one  of  the  greatest  embarrass¬ 
ments  the  shipping  public  are  now  having  to  con¬ 
tend  with. 

“The  following  remedies,  which  should  receive 
careful  attention  by  the  transportation  companies, 
have  been  suggested  to  my  mind ;  _  namely,  the 
roads  should  be  required  to  keep  their  equipment, 
both  power  and  cars,  upon  a  basis  conforming 
with  the  density  of  traffic  they  originate  or  re¬ 
ceive  ;  more  double  and  passing  tracks  should  be 
provided ;  modern  terminal  facilities  should  be 
constructed  and  there  should  be  free  interchange 
of  cars  on  joint  or  through  traffic.  If  each  line 
would  provide  its  proper  quota  of  cars  and  the 
cars  be  more  expeditiously  handled  delays  now 
prevailing  at  junction  points  would  be  largely 
avoided  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  would  be  found 
that  there  is  not  near  the  shortage  of  cars  that 
now  exists.  ' 

“I  believe  much  good  could  be  accomplished 
through  the  organization  by  the  carriers  of  a  car 
equinment  clearing  house,  to  be  composed  of  lines 
so  efficiently  equipped  as  to  permit  the  proper 
interchange  of  cars,  with  heavy  penalties  to  en¬ 
force  proper  use  of  equipment  while  upon  foreign 
lines.  By  such  a  clearing  house  balances  could 
be  kept  on  interchanged  cars  and  where  there  is 
a  surplus  of  empties  in  one  section  and  a  shortage 
is  another  through  this  clearing  house,  by  mutual 
agreement  as  to  compensation  for  empty  car  haul 
on  owning  line,  the  cars  could  be  made  available.” 

Additional  Testimony. 

Following  the  written  report  the  witness  was 
cross-examined  by  Attorney  Farrell,  who  among 
other  things  asked  him  what  he  knew  about  delay 
because  of  cars  being  in  bad  order,  to  which  Mr. 
Lincoln  replied  that  there  was  a  large  percentage 
of  cars  in  bad  order.  When  asked  what  he  meant 
by  that  expression,  Mr.  Lincoln  stated  that  it 
chiefly  applied  to  cars  to  be  delivered  to  connect¬ 
ing  lines  and  was  understood  to  mean  cars  which 
did  not  fully  comply  with  the  safety  appliance  act, 
in  which  cases  the  car  must  be  held  at  the  junction 
point  until  it  is  repaired.  He  thought  there  was 
unnecessary  delay  in  many  such  instances,  the 
question  to  settle  being  as  to  whether  it  should 
be  sent  to  the  repair  track  or  whether  it  miglit 


not  be  more  quickly  repaired  upon  the  track  wher ; 
found.  When  asked  as  to  whether  he  could  give 
any  instances  of  what  he  would  call  trivial  re¬ 
pairs,  he  referred  to  one  which  he  said  was  rather 
absurd,  and  was  to  his  mind  rather  an  extreme 
instance.  He  stated  that  he  located  a  carload  of 
junk  lying  in  a  yard  about  2,000  yards  away  froin 
its  delivery  point.  It  had  been  declared  to  be  in 
bad  order  because  a  link  connection  between  'he 
coupling  pin  of  the  automatic  coupler  and  the 
operating  lever  had  opened  sufficiently  so  that  the 
lever  would  not  perform  its  function.  Upon  the 
inspector’s  report  it  was  ordered  to  the  repair 
track,  .which  was  three  and  a  half  miles  away, 
instead  of  being  sent  to  delivery  point,  2,000  yards 
away.  An  employe  in  tbe  operating  department 
to  whose  attention  the  difficulty  was  called  solved 
it  by  closing  the  link  with  his  fingers.  The  wit¬ 
ness  stated,  however  that  this  occurred  some  time 
ago,  and  since  then  the  practice  of  sending  all 
bad  order  cars  to  the  repair  track  had  been  hugely 
obviated  and  there  were  now  repair  gangs  work¬ 
ing  in  the  yards  for  the  remedying  of  minor  de¬ 
pots,  thus  saving  much  time  in  their  repair. 

Further  questioning  by  counsel  elicited  from  the 
witness  the  statement  that  while  railroad  termi¬ 
nals  had  been  greatly  enlarged  from  time  to  linie 
they  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  traffic 
and  were  in  many  instances  not  modern  in  ar¬ 
rangement  and  especially  in  their  not  being  auapt- 
ed  to  the  hajidling  of  freight  in  the  larger  and 
heavier  trains  now  in  use.  He  considered  the 
matter  of  adequate  terminal  facilities  one  of  the 
important  transportation  difficulties  of  the  present 
time  and  also  thought  that  the  embargo  of  the 
various  railroads  was  a  very  serious  feature  of 
the  car  shortage  situation.  He  considered  an 
embargo  justifiable  under  certain  circumstances. 
On  this  point  he  said:  “If  a  railroad  permits  its 
eciuipment  to  go  beyond  its  own  lines  and  it  is 
not  promptly  returned,  it  is  thereby  lessening  its 
power  to  take  care  of  its  own  business.” 

Car  Manufacture  at  Its  Limit. 

Vice-President  McBride,  of  the  American  Car 
&  Foundry  Co.,  gave  the  capacity  of  his 
company  at  its  thirteen  plants  at  about  90,000  cars 
a  year,  which  is  an  increase  of  fifteen  per  cent  in 
quantity  and  fifty  per  cent  in  quality  over  two 
years  ago,  steel  cars  being  largely  manufactured 
at  the  present  time  instead  of  wooden  cars.  The 
company  turned  out  8,611  cars  in  October,  7.500  in 
November  and- will  ship  about  8,500  in  December 
at  the  present  rate.  It  is  about  si.x  weeks  behind 
on  orders,  based  upon  the  time  when  deliveries 
are  promised,  while  the  capacity  of  its  plants  is 
mortgaged  nine  months  in  advance  on  orders  al¬ 
ready  in  hand.  Should  an  additional  ordci  for 
10,000  cars  be  placed  with  it  at  this  time  it  could 
probably  make  delivery  by  October  first  of  next 
year  and  might  make  some  deliveries,  in  a  small 
way,  upon  such  an  order  bv  next  April.  The  in¬ 
ability  of  the  company  to  make  deliveries  prompt¬ 
ly  has  occasioned  much  complaint  from  railroad 
officials  and  when  asked  as  to  wdiat  extent  this 
was  true,  he  replied : 

“We  would  hear  from  everybody  from  the 
president  dowui  to  the  general  freight  agent.” 

When  asked  if  he  thought  that  the  volume  of 
orders  for  cars  would  be  much  greater  if  delivery 
could  be  made  more  promptly,  he  said  that  lie 
thought  this  would  be  true  if  it  were  possible  to 
make  delivery  in  two  or  three  months.  1  he  most 
urgent  demand  at  the  present  time,  he  stated,  was 
for  freight  cars.  Conditions  were  much  the  same 
at  all  of  the  thirteen  plants  of  the  company.  Thei- 
production  could  be  increased  about  firteen  per 
cent  if  material  and  labor  could  be  secured.  This 
capacity  also  could  be  increased  by  enlargement  of 
the  plants  which  would,  of  course,  take  nion>  >, 
although  the  company  had  spent  $.')00, ()()()  in  St. 
Louis  in  that  direction  this  year.  The  chief  dif- 
fficulty  in  securing  material  was  in  the  case  of 
lumber  and  this  was  occasioned  largely  by  the  in¬ 
ability  to  secure  cars  in  which  to  make  lumber 
shipments.  The  difficulty  in  securing  labor  and  in 
securing  material  was  about  equal. 

Upon  cross-examination  the  witness  stated  that 
many  railroad  companies  previously  made  thetr 
own  cars  and  that  it  would  be  possible  for  them 
to  do  so  today,  but  would  cost  them  more  money  ; 
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that  most  of  the  railroads  made  their  own  re¬ 
pairs.  When  asked  if  cars  were  not  higher  at 
the  present  time  than  they  had  been  since  1900  nc 
said  that  they  were  higher  in  1902.  'i'he  witness 
had  been  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com¬ 
mission  two  years  previous,  at  which  time  he 
testified  that  tlie  company  was  not  getting  all  tlic 
orders  it  desired.  Sevcjity-five  per  cent  of  the 
rars  now  built  by  the  company  are  steel,  includ¬ 
ing  in  that  cars  with  steel  substructure  and 
wooden  superstructure.  Asked  if  the  railroad 
companies  furnished  the  material  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  their  cars,  he  stated  that  this  was  true 
of  only  certain  special  parts  in  some  instances. 
'I'he  company  also  sold  car  parts,  such  as  wheels, 
castings,  etc.,  but  these  formed  a  very  small  part 
of  the  business — perhaps  five  or  six  carloads  a 
day.  Asked  regarding  delay  in  unloading  cars  at 
plant  the  witness  stated  that  there  had  at  times 
been  some  delay  owing  to  the  congestion  of  cars, 
but  chiefly  in  securing  labor  for  unloading  them 
In  some  instances  a  double  price  had  been  paid  In 
order  to  get  such  labor.  Attorney  Cowan  elicited 
from  the  witness  the  information  that  not  over  5 
or  7J/2  per  cent  of  the  car  oupiit  of  the  company 
was  stock  cars  and  that  it  had  few  orders  for 
such  cars  at  present  and  was  not  behind  in  orders 
for  stock  cars.  1  here  has  been  no  increase  of 
orders  for  such  cars  to  any  extent. 

'I  he  American  Lumberman  has  computed  the 
following  summary,  showing  average  number  of 
cars  received  by  each  mill  in  the  different  states, 
and  what  per  cent  this  was  of  the  total  require- 
inents  of  the  average  mill.  The  last  two  columns 
give  some  averages  for  November  first  to  tenth, 
showing  conditions  growing  worse.  The  grand 
averages  at  the  bottom  show  that  for  the  territory 
as  a  whole  the  average  mill  received  a  little  less 
than  two-thirds  the  number  of  cars  required,  or 
03.47  per  cent,  while  during  the  first  ten  days  of 
November  the  car  supply  dwindled  to  less  than 
half  the  number  actually  needed,  or  48.08  ja.r  cent, 
the  average  mill  getting  twenty-si:f  cars  during 
these  ten  days : 
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The  Chicago  Hearing. 

Judges  Lane  and  Harlem,  of  the  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission,  conducted  the  hearing 
m  Chicago  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  being  a 
continuation  of  the  hearing  at  Minneapolis 
earlier  in  the  week.  Commissioner  Lane  at 
the  opening  announced  the  purpose  of  the 
hearing  to  be  to  inquire  into  the  relation  be¬ 
tween  present  railroad  facilities  and  the  de¬ 
mands  upon  them;  whether  inadequate  car 
supply  or  motive  power,  if  such  facilities  were 
found  to  be  inadequate,  was  due  to  any  fault 
of  the  railroad  companies  or  whether  due  in 
any  measure  to  the  detention  of  cars  by  ship¬ 
pers  waiting  to  load  or  unload. 


Witness  for  the  Rock  Island. 

The  first  witness_  put  on  the  stand  was  W. 
B.  Biddle,  third  vice-president  of  the  Rock 
Island  system.  Mr.  Biddle  in  response  to  ques¬ 
tions  described  the  difficulties  on  his  line  as 
being  those  of  congestion  of  loaded  cars  rath¬ 
er  than  those  of  car  shortage.  He  ascribed 
this  difficulty  largely  to_  the  fact  that  his  com¬ 
pany’s  lines,  and  especially  in  the  southwest, 
were  largely  producing  or  originating  lines — 
meaning  thereby  that  most  of  the  freight 
originating  on  them  must  go  to  points  off  the 
line.  This  occasioned  difficulties  because  of 
the  inability  of  connecting  lines  to  take  Rock 
Island  loaded  cars  and  return  the  empties  with 
any  degree  of  promptness.  The  difficulty  re¬ 
garding  export  freight  to  southern  points,  and 
especially  Galveston,  was  particularly  great, 
and  he  showed  the  necessity  for  a  rule  made 
by  the  Rock  Island  railroad  prohibiting  the 
loading  of  any  of  its  cars  for  Galveston. 


Later  upon  the  assurances  of  railroad  officials 
that  they  would  be  able  to  return  Rock  Island 
cars  with  reasonable  promptness  this  embargo 
was  lifted,  but  within  ten  days  thereafter  he 
again  heard  from  these  same  officials  that 
they  would  be  unable  to  keep  their  promise 
to  him  and  of  necessity  the  original  instruc¬ 
tions  were  again  sent  out.  He  realized  that 
this  of  course  made  considerable  trouble  for 
many  shippers,  but  grain  for  instance  was  bet¬ 
ter  off  in  the  elevator  than  it  would  be  in 
loaded  cars  upon  his  line  which  it  was  unable 
to  deliver  to  connecting  lines  because  of  their 
refusal  to  receive  them  and  which  therefore 
would  congest  and  in  fact  are  often  now  con¬ 
gesting  Rock  Island  terminals.  Outside  of 
these  difficulties  over  which  the  Rock  Island 
had  no  control,  Mr.  Biddle  stated  they  had  no 
special  trouble  this  year.  Mr.  Biddle  thought 
that  conditions  were  not  likely  to  improve  for 
some  time.  He  stated  that  this  congestion 
extended  to  large  manufacturing  centers  and 
repeated  a  statement  recently  made  to  him  by 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion  that  their  company  had  product  piled  all 
around  its  plant  awaiting  shipment,  although 
its  usual  custom  was  to  manufacture  only  on 
current  orders  to  be  loaded  direct  into  waiting 
cars.  His  company,  he  stated,  had  purchased 
about  7,500  new  cars  in  the  last  year  and 
would  have  about  5,000  new  ones  for  the  com- 
ing  year.  '1  he  possibilities  of  enlarging  equip¬ 
ment,  however,  were  strictly  limited  by  ca¬ 
pacity  of  car  and  locomotive  plants  and  he 
did  not  believe  that  orders  placed  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  could  be  filled  before  eight,  nine  or 
ten  months  for  either  locomotives  or  cars. 

Phases  of  Practical  Operation. 

Asked  whether  the  Rock  Island  had  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  cars  to  handle  the  traffic  of 
its  own  line  if  it  would  get  the  cars  promptly 
when  they  got  off  its  line,  Mr.  Biddle  stated 
he  didn’t  know  he  would  say  that.  He  thought 
that  at  the  busy  season  of  the  year  no  line 
would  be  able  to  handle  all  the  business  of¬ 
fered  and  take  care  of  it  the  same  day  it  was 
offered.  He  stated,  however,  that  the  Rock 
Island  system  had  done  all  it  possibly  could 
have  done  in  the  meeting  of  present  conditions. 
His  company  had  gone  so  far  as  to  haul  empty 
cars  for  500  or  1,000  miles  to  meet  such  de¬ 
mands  from  certain  localities,  knowing  that 
after  having  been  once  used  in  those  localities 
they  would  have  to  be  taken  back  empty  to 
the  points  from  which  they  had  been  bor¬ 
rowed.  They  had  been  compelled  to  refuse 
current  through  export  grain  business  from 
Leavenworth  and  other  points  through  the 
south  because  there  were  other  railroads  over 
which  such  business  could  be  shipped  and  to 
attempt  to  handle  it  or  any  part  of  it  them¬ 
selves  would  have  left  them  short  of  cars  for 
the  taking  care  of  shippers  on  their  line  who 
were  entirely  dependent  upon  them. 

In  response  to  questioning  by  Attorney  Mar¬ 
ble,  Mr.  Biddle  stated  that  the  balance  of  car 
interchange  had  been  constantly  against  them 
all  the  year  and  that  this  was  usually  the  case, 
they  having  fewer  foreign  cars  than  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  own  cars  off  their  own  rails.  He 
could  not  give  the  exact  figures  but  promised 
to  furnish  them.  He  thought  that  the  recent 
advance  of  the  per  diem  charge  from  25  cents 
to  50  cents  a  day  would  have  some  effect  in 
bringing  the  cars  home  quicker,  though  not  to 
any  considerable  extent. 

Mr.  E.  W.  McKenna,  second  vice-president 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Rail¬ 
road,  stated  that  his  company  had  1,100  en¬ 
gines  and  that  this  last  report  showed  that 
4.2  per  cent  of  these  were  laid  up  under¬ 
going  repairs,  which  was  about  the  normal 
percentage.  The  repair  shops,  however,  had 
a  capacity  of  ten  per  cent.  There  were  three 
of  these  principal  heavy  repair  shops  located 
respectively  at  Milwaukee.  Minneapolis  and 
Dubuque.  Each  division,  however,  had  its 
light  repair  shop,  capable  of  making  any  or¬ 
dinary  running  repairs  and  such  repairs  were 
usually  made  while  the  engine  was  laying  over 
from  one  run  to  another  and  taking  from  one 
or  two  hours  to  perhaps  twelve  hours,  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  nature  of  the  repair.  These  di¬ 
vision  shops  averaged  one  to  a  little  over  100 
miles  of  railroad.  He  stated  that  there  were 


something  over  14,000  foreign  cars  on  his  sys¬ 
tem  at  the  last  report  and  something  less  than 
14,000  of  its  cars  abroad  on  other  systems, 
this  daily  balance  usually  being  in  its  favor. 

Keeping  Cars  at  Home. 

.\sked  whether  he  had  any  remedy  to  sug¬ 
gest  for  car  diversion,  Mr.  McKenna  stated 
that  while  the  per  diem  charge  had  been  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  first  of  December  from  25  cents 
to  50  cents,  his  company,  with  a  number  of 
others,  had  also  entered  into  an  agreement  by 
which  foreign  cars  must  in  all  cases  be  loaded 
to  their  home  road  and  that  whenever  they 
were  loaded  in  another  direction  a  charge  of 
$5  would  be  made  for  the  transaction  in  all 
such  instances.  A  foreign  car  could  be  sent 
empty  in  the  direction  away  from  its  home 
road  for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  a  load  go¬ 
ing  in  the  direction  of  its  home  road,  but  a 
loaded  car  could  not  be  sent  in  that  direction 
without  the  penalty  under  this  agreement.  Mr. 
McKenna  stated  that  this  also  had  been  a  rule 
before  the  times  of  the  per  diem  charge,  but 
under  the  per  diem  charge  there  was  no  obli¬ 
gation  upon  any  road  to  return  a  foreign  car 
at  any  time  whatever  as  long  as  it  continued 
to  pay  the  per  diem  charge  upon  it.  Under 
this  agreement,  he  said,  the  roads  were  there¬ 
by  penalized  to  do  what  they  used  to  do  from 
motives  of  common  honesty. 

Asked  regarding  the  effect  of  consignee 
using  freight  cars  as  warehouses,  he  said  that 
this  detracted  very  greatly  from  the  earning 
power  and  efficiency  of  the  car.  Certain  com¬ 
modities,  such  as  hay,  coal  and  grain,  were 
subject  to  certain  allowances  which  had  grown 
up  and  which  resulted  in  a  great  loss  in  the 
use  of  cars.  The  shipper  was  interested  in  the 
stimulation  of  car  movement  to  the  highest 
point,  but  seemed  to  take  no  interest  in  this 
matter,  because  the  rate  of  car  movement  was 
constantly  decreasing.  The  American  Rail¬ 
way  Association  had,  however,  inaugurated  a 
movement  in  this  direction  through  a  car  effi¬ 
ciency  committee,  of  which  L.  G.  Haas,  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio,  was  chairman.  It  was  the 
object  of  this  committee  to  form  local  com¬ 
mittees  of  shippers  to  investigate  conditions  in 
this  respect.  ^Ir.  Haas  had  recently  been  in 
Chicago  and  the  witness  had  placed  him  in 
touch  with  people  on  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
he  believed  considerable  good  would  be  done 
through  this  movement. 

Mr.  McKenna  further  testified  that  his  com¬ 
pany  put  in  1,200  to  1,400  cars  a  day  into  Chi¬ 
cago  and  that  their  average  time  in  Chicago 
was  about  seven  dai’s  and  during  favorable 
periods  the  system  had  an  average  of  a  little 
less  than  six  days.  He  considered  that  four 
days  would  be  ideal  and  that  five  days  would 
be  good  average  performance.  He  considered 
that  the  excess  over  this  time  in  Chicago  alone 
amounted  to  about  75,000  car  days  each  day, 
or,  in  other  words,  reduced  the  number  of 
avaijable  freight  cars  in  the  country  by  that' 
amount — by  75,000  cars. 

Asked  if  his  line  followed  the  policy  of  some 
northwestern  railroads  in  loading  their  en¬ 
gines  with  train  weight  to  their  utmost  capac¬ 
ity.  he  said  they  did  not.  It  was  their  inten¬ 
tion  to  move  all  heavy  freight  at  the  rate  of 
at  least  ten  miles  an  hour  and  to  load  each 
engine  to  that  capacity  only,  which  varied 
with  the  season  of  the  j'ear,  the  condition  of 
the  weather  and  also,  of  course,  with  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  engine.  Each  engine  was  in  this 
waj'  enabled  to  do  more  work  at  less  cost  in 
the  course  of  a  year,  which  gave  the  best 
results  both  for  the  company  and  for  its 
patrons.  To  attempt  to  crowd  the  engines 
over  their  capacity  would  result  in  reducing 
their  ten  mile  performance  by  as  much  as  thirty 
per  cent. 

Average  Daily  Car  Movement. 

Mr.  Biddle  was  then  asked  what  the  average 
daily  freight  car  movement  was  upon  his  road, 
and  he  stated  it  was  this  year  about  23  miles 
a  day,  which  was  much  less  than  a  year  ago, 
when  it  was  24  miles.  Mr.  McKenna  was 
asked  the  same  question  about  the  St.  Paul 
lines,  and  stated  that  for  four  months  up  to 
October  it  was  32.6  miles  and  that  the  year 
previous  it  was  31.26  miles.  Mr.  Biddle  was 
asked  also  to  state  what  would  be  a  reasonable 
time  for  the  average  daily  movement  of  a 
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grain  car  over  400  miles  and  through  junction 
points.  He  was  unable  to  give  an  answer  to 
this  question,  but  stated  he  should  be  pleased 
to  secure  and  furnish  the  information. 

Mr.  McKenna  was  then  asked  regarding  the 
company’s  policy  of  building  its  own  cars  and 
engines;  whether  it  was  necessary  for  other 
railroads  to  depend  upon  car  manufacturing 
companies  or  whether  it  was  possible  for 
themselves  to  furnish  their  own  equipment  in 
this  manner.  He  stated  he  could  answer  only 
for  his  own  road,  which  had  at  West  Milwau¬ 
kee  capacity  of  8,500  freight  cars  a  year  and 
locomotive  capacity  of  about  62  annually, 
which,  however,  by  the  first  of  February  would 
be  increased  to  the  basis  of  130  annually.  He. 
knew  of  no  other  railroad  which  built  its  own 
equipment  except  the  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
road,  he  believed,  had  discontinued  the  con¬ 
struction  of  freight  cars.  Asked  regarding  the 
cost  of  a  plant  necessary  for  this  work,  he 
stated  his  company  would  have  invested  at 
West  Milwaukee  by  February  first  approxi¬ 
mately  .$1,500,000,  although  he  could  not  give 
the  figures  accurately  beeause  the  plant  was  a 
part  of  its  general  shops  there.  His  company, 
he  stated,  had  been  able  to  meet  its  own  equip¬ 
ment  needs  in  this  way  for  the  past  seventeen 
years  and  at  the  present  time  was  providing 
equipment  for  extension  under  construction. 

Car  Service  Man’s  Testimony. 

t 

The  next  witness  was  C.  W.  Sanford,  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Chicago  Car  Service  Association, 
having  charge  of  demurrage  matters  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  He  stated  that  the  average  time  of  de¬ 
livery  of  a  car  to  its  destination  to  the  time 
it  was  loaded  out  or  ordered  out  was  about 
two  and  a  half  days,  and  as  a  part  of  this  de¬ 
lay  the  average  shipper’s  detention  was  about 
nine-tenths  of  a  day.  He  stated  that  in  Chi¬ 
cago  the  consignee  has  forty-eight  hours  for 
reconsigning,  except  in  the  case  of  coal  or 
coke,  when  their  time  was  five  days,  and  forty- 
eight  hours  for  giving  disposition  except  in 
the  case  of  grain  to  elevators,  where  the  time 
was  five  days ;  also  forty-eight  hours  for  un¬ 
loading.  He  stated,  however  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  had  under  consideration  a  rule  whieh 
would  probably  be  put  into  effect  about  Feb- 
luary  first,  under  which  the  free  time  for  re¬ 
consigning  would  be  forty-eight  hours  in  the 
case  of  all  commodities  except  coal  and  coke, 
the  maximum  in  the  case  of  those  commodi¬ 
ties  being  reduced  to  four  days.  Asked 
whether  it  was  cheaper  for  the  shipper  to  use 
freight  cars  as  warehouses  or  store  in  the 
usual  warehouse,  witness  stated  it  depended 
upon  how  long  they  wished  to  hold  the  car. 
If  for  three  or  four  days  it  would  be  cheaper 
to  use  the  car,  but  for  longer  than  that  it 
would  be  cheaper  to  send  to  storage.  He  also 
stated  that  about  ten  per  cent  of  cars  are  now 
held  over  the  free  time,  and  on  these  cars  the 
excess  over  free  time  would  average  about 
four  days  to  each  car.  Of  these  not  over  one 
per  cent  were  held  a  very  long  time,  and  this 
was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  a  great  deal 
of  cheap  freight  of  one  kind  or  another  was 
sent  here,  which  in  some  cases  would  be  held 
thirty  days  or  even  longer.  This  referred,  he 
said,  to  slack  coal,  or  hay,  and  occasionally  to 
wood  slabs,  and  sometimes  to  vegetables,  and 
especially  watermelons,  sent  at  the  time  when 
there  was  a  glut  in  the  market. 

Does  Coal  Require  More  Time? 

Asked  for  the  reason  for  giving  longer  time 
to  coal  and  coke  than  to  other  commodities, 
witness  stated  that  this  was  on  the  theory  that 
coal  and  coke  come  to  Chicago  from  consid¬ 
erable  distances,  with  possibilities  of  irregu¬ 
larity  in  forwarding  causing  possibly  lumping 
of  deliveries,  and  also  because  rail  movement 
of  these  products  was  in  competition  with 
water  movement,  where  coal  would  be  held 
awaiting  the  shipper’s  convenience,  and  fur¬ 
ther  because  coal  was  an  absolute  necessity 
and  if  it  were  not  for  the  practice  of  holding 
it  in  reserve  the  railroad  could  not  be  sure  of 
regularly  supplying  fuel  to  large  manufactur¬ 
ing  institutions  and  other  large  users  of  coal. 

Asked  whether  coal  dealers  were  complain¬ 
ing  of  lack  of  cars,  the  witness  said;  “They 
do  not  complain  to  me.  When  I  come  into 


contact  with  the  public  it  is  because  they  are 
oversupplied  with  cars  and  don’t  unload  them 
promptly.’’ 

Asked  how  many  cars  come  into  Chicago, 
the  witness  stated  he  couldn’t  say.  Asked 
how  he  got  his  original  figure  of  ten  per  cent 
of  the  number  that  come  in  being  over  two 
days,  he  stated  that  this  was  figured  only  on 
the  cars  destined  to  Chicage..  and  took  no  ac¬ 
count  of  cars  billed  through.  His  bureau  re¬ 
corded  175,000  to  205,000  cars  a  month  hav¬ 
ing  Chicago  as  their  terminus. 

Commissioner  Lane  figured  from  this  that 
according  to  the  witness’  previous  statement 
about  17,000  cars  a  month  were  held  over  the 
free  time  in  Chicago,  an  average  of  four  days 
each,  which  would  make  about  60,000  car  days 
a  month  lost  in  Chicago,  demurrage  charges 
against  the  consignee.  It  would  be  recalled 
that  Mr.  McKenna  had  figured  there  were 
about  75,000  car  days  lost  daily  in  Chicago  be¬ 
cause  of  lack  of  promptness  in  getting  cars  in 
and  out;  but  this  loss,  it  should  be  under¬ 
stood,  is  not  all  due  to  the  shipper,  but  due  to 
slowness  of  railroads  in  handling  the  cars 
while  in  their  control  and  not  under  consignee’s 
disposition. 


John  W.  Midgley’s  Testimony. 

The  next  witness  was  John  W.  Midgley. 
Mr.  Midgley  was  assisted  to  the  witness  stand 
by  his  secretary,  being  very  nearly  blind.  He 
is  a  tall,  white  haired  gentleman,  not  now  men¬ 
tioned  in  any  list  of  railway  officials,  although 
one  of  the  pioneer  railroad  men  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  gave  the  most  interesting  testimony 
of  the  morning  session  and  at  considerable 
length,  only  the  vital  parts  of  his  testimony 
being  here  summarized. 

“About  six  years  ago,”  said  Mr.  Midgley, 
“certain  gentlemen,  prominent  in  railroad  cir¬ 
cles,  thought  that  there  was  not  enough  just 
returns  from  the  investment  in  railroad  cars 
and  they  asked  me  to  look  into  the  causes  and 
try  to  stimulate  greater  activity  of  freight  cars. 
A  number  of  them  got  together  and  made  an 
agreement,  asking  me  to  spend  a  year,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  in  that  work.  I  have  been  engaged  in 
it  nearly  six  years.  The  first  result  of  these 
efforts  was  to  change  the  method  of  compp- 
sation  for  the  exchange  of  cars  from  the  mile¬ 
age  to  the  per  diem  basis.  All  railroads  until 
July  first,  1901,  or  1902—1  am  not  sure  which 
— were  working  under  a  rule  by  which  they 
paid  for  the  use  of  a  car  after  it  left  the  home 
rails  by  the  mile  run.  If  the  car  did  not  run 
it  could  be  kept  idle  for  months  and  months, 
or  even  for  years,  without  any  payment  being 
made  for  the  use  of  it.  There  was  no  incen¬ 
tive,  therefore,  to  allow  the  car  to  run.  There 
were  railroads  which  were  offering  free 
storage  room  to  their  patrons  in  order  to  se¬ 
cure  business,  using  the  equipment  of  other 
railroads  for  this  purpose,  for  which  the  own¬ 
ers  of  the  cars  would  receive  no  compensa¬ 
tion.  To  meet  this  fault  demurrage  associa¬ 
tions  were  organized  over  the  country,  but 
that  did  not  release  the  cars  when  they  were 
aw'ay  from  home.  I  advocated  the  per  diem 
basis.  When  I  got  the  movement  to  a  point 
where  it  could  be  inaugurated — because  it  did 
not  require  unanimous  action — the  American 
Railway  Association  stepped  in  and  said  it 
would  take  charge  of  it.  They  fixed  the  rate 
at  20  cents  per  car  per  day.  Of  course  that 
was  a  mere  farce.  There  were,  however,  rail¬ 
roads  in  New  England  which  protested  against 
this  charge.  There  were  no  warehouse  facili¬ 
ties  contiguous  to  the  great  cotton  manufac¬ 
turing  plants  and  cotton  would  be  held  in  for¬ 
eign  cars  until  consumed  by  the  mills.  These 
railroads  said  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  20 
cents  per  diem  for  these  cars.  They  wanted 
it  to  be  10  cents.  I  wanted  it  to  be  30  cents, 
which  would  have  been  an  ideal  rate  for  the 
standard  car  of  60,000  pounds.” 

The  witness  was  interupted  by  Commis¬ 
sioner  Harlan  to  inquire  what  rate  the  interest 
would  be  upon  the  original  cost  of  such  a  car, 
and  he  stated  that  it  would  be  si.x  per  cent  on 
a  car  costing  $800.  Fie,  however,  would  have 
fixed  it  at  one-half  cent  a  day  for  each  1,000 
pounds  carrying  capacity,  or  40  cents  upon  an 
80,000-pound  car,  or  50  cents  noon  a  100,000- 


pound  car.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad,  for  in¬ 
stance,  he  stated  at  the  present  time  was  build¬ 
ing  no  cars  under  100,000  pounds’  capacity 
and  it  was  ridiculous  to  assess  these  cars  at 
the  same  per  diem  charge  as  the  cars  of  30,- 
000,  40,000  or  50,000  pounds.  This  rate  he  said 
was  increased  in  January,  1906,  to  25  cents  a 
day,  but  it  had  taken  the  American  Railway 
Association  four  years  to  bring  about  that 
change.  Since  then,  largely  through  the  efforts 
of  one  influential  member,  one  of  the  most 
powerful  railroad  men  in  the  east,  there  had 
been  an  agreement  for  a  50-cent  per  diem 
charge  inaugurated  between  some  ninety  or 
one  hundred  railroads  controlling  some  1,400,- 
000  cars.  The  witness  could  not  give  a  list  of 
these  railroads  from  memory,  but  promised  to 
furnish  it.  His  secretary  stated  that  this  num¬ 
ber  was  now  something  over  one  hundred, 
new  railroads  constantly  entering  the  agree¬ 
ment.  Even  this,  however,  he  stated  would 
have  little  effect  when  a  car  in  times  of  heavy 
traffic  was  forth  much  more  than  that.  There 
was  no  traffic  manager,  he  said,  who  would 
not  pay  $1  or  $2  or  $3  a  day  for  the  use  of  a 
car  under  such  circumstances. 

Strong  Argument  for  Governnent  Ownership. 

Attorney  Marble  read  a  statement  from  a  cir¬ 
cular  issued  by  Mr.  Midgley,  under  date  of  July 
twenty-seventh,  1906,  in  which  the  statement  was 
emphatically  made  that  there  were  enough  freight 
cars  in  operation  at  the  present  time  to  transact 
all  the  business  of  the  country,  provided  they 
were  properly  handled.  The  statement  was  fur¬ 
ther  made  that  it  was  a  strong  argument  for 
government  ownership  (under  which  all  cars 
would  be  used  in  common),  that  the  railroad 
men  of  the  country  did  not  seem  to  be  able 
to  provide  a  plan  by  which  this  could  be  done 
under  private  ownership.  Asked  if  he  consid¬ 
ered  this  statement  to  be  true  at  the  present 
time,  witness  said  that  he  emphatically  believed 
such  to  be  the  case  and  that  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  repeat  the  statement.  He  further  stated : 

“While  I  am  particularly  opposed  on  princi¬ 
ple  to  government  ownership,  I  say  if  the  rail¬ 
road  managers  do  not  rise  to  the  situation  and 
do  their  utmost  to  perform  their  duties  prop- 
erlv.  then  they  furnish  the  best  possible  argu¬ 
ment  for  the  other  control ;  in  other  words, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  the  railroad  companies  to 
do  what  would  be  done  if  there  were  common 
control  of  the  railroads  of  the  country.  If 
there  were  common  control,  of  course  there 
would  be  common  use  of  the  equipment.  But 
there  is  a  good  deal  involved  in  the  details  of 
such  an  arrangement  that  I  do  not  want  to  dis¬ 
cuss.  I  do  not  like  the  term  ‘pool’  for  such  an 
arrangement.  The  term  ‘clearing  house’  would 
be  better.” 

The  witness  was  asked  if  he  thought  an  ar¬ 
rangement  could  be  made  whereby  a  railroad 
would  be  safe  in  allowing  its  cars  to  go  beyond 
its  own  line  and  by  which,  in  such  case,  it  would 
be  sure  to  be  made  good  in  other  equipment. 
He  said  in  reply  that  it  should  be  made  good 
either  in  other  equipment  or  in  the  earnings 
which  such  cars  could  make  in  its  own  service. 
As  an  illustration  he  gave  the  Illinois  Central 
providing  equipment  for  its  own  patrons,  but 
finding  in  the  lieavy  season  a  balance  of  10,000 
or  12,000  cars  against  it  daily,  of  course  decreas¬ 
ing  its  own  earnings  and  its  own  capacity  to 
take  care  of  its  patrons. 

Equipment  Sufficient  to  Care  for  Present 
Needs. 

I'he  witness  being  asked  if  he  found  railroad 
men  generally  agreeing  with  him  in  this  state¬ 
ment  that  present  equipment  properly  used  wouhl 
take  care  of  all  the  needs  of  the  country,  he 
.stated  that  they  had  written  to  him  to  that  effect 
and  had  published  such  statements  over  their  own 
names  in  various  railroad  journals  and  had  made 
such  statements  in  meetings  of  various  railway 
organizations.  .Xmong  these  were  some  of  the 
most  influential  traffic  and  operating  men  in  the 
country.  'Ihc  witness  also  used  the  Pullman 
Co.  as  an  illustration  in  this  respect.  He  stated 
that  if  each  railroad  operated  its  own 
sleeping  car  service  independently  of  the  otliers, 
the  aggregate  sleeping  car  equipment  necessarily 
would  be  two  or  three  times  that  with  which  the 
one  company  was  now  able  to  transact  the  busi- 
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ncs  through  its  power  to  shift  its  equipment  to 
meet  the  shifting  needs  of  passenger  transporta¬ 
tion. 

Asked  whether  he  thought  the  jircsent  equip¬ 
ment  could  he  so  handled  as  to  take  care  of  traf¬ 
fic  during  the  heaviest  seasons  of  the  year,  lie 
stated  that  he  thought  it  would  approximately 
do  so,  only  provided,  however,  autocratic  author¬ 
ity  be  given  to  some  one  man  in  charge.  This 
would  do  away  with  a  great  many  time  conces¬ 
sions  to  shippers  which  had  previously  been 
made,  but  which  he  considered  now  to  be  in  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  new  law.  Regarding  the  extension 
of  time  for  the  use  of  equipment  in  loading  or 
unloading,  he  stated  that  at  the  present  time  in 
New  York  harbor  grain  shipments  were  allowed 
sixtv  days  for  unloading  into  the  vessel  after  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  bill  of  lading.  In  New  Orleans  he 
said  the  time  was  twenty  days  and  that  there  was 
talk  of  reducing  it  to  ten  days. 

As  to  a  Clearing  House  for  Railroads. 

There  was  further  examination  of  the  witness 
regarding  statements  which  had  been  made  in 
various  bulletins  issued  by  him  which  brought 
out  the  information  that  there  is  a  movement  on 
foot  at  the  present  time  among  a  number  of  the 
large  railroads  to  form  a  clearing  house  for  the 
handling  and  interchange  of  railway  cars ;  that 
this  movement  was  brought  about  by  a  letter 
written  by  Stuyvesant  Fish  and  read  before  the 
last  meeting  of  the  American  Railway  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  that  this  letter  was  inspired  by  Mr. 
Midgley  after  consultation  with  various  influ¬ 
ential  railroad  men.  Mr.  Midgley  repeated  and 
emphasized  the  statements  he  had  made  in  his 
bulletins  that  E.  11.  Harriman  and  J.  J.  Hill  by 
enforcing  such  a  plan  would  be  able  to  do  more 
than  any  other  two  men  in  relieving  present  con¬ 
ditions. 

The  witness  was  asked  if  he  could  explain  the 
fact  that  while  the  Great  Northern  had  a  balance 
of  2, ()()()  foreign  cars  in  its  favor  at  the  present 
time  and  the  Northern  Pacific  6, 000,  transporta¬ 
tion  conditions  were  still  so  bad  upon  these 
lines.  Witness  replied: 

“Mr.  Hill  has  a  theory  of  loading  trains  which 
is  peculiar  to  him,  although  he  has  obtained  bet¬ 
ter  results  because  of  the  favorable  location  of 
the  Great  Northern  railway  over  that  of  any 
other  railway  on  the  continent.  He  will  not  al¬ 
low  a  train  to  be  handled  anywhere — or  at  least 
that  was  his  rule — until  it  is  loaded  to  the  rating 
capacity  of  the  locomotive.  He  would  hold  the 
train  until  it  reached  that  capacity,  which,  of 
course,  often  occasioned  delay  in  moving  cars. 
He  thus  obtained  a  greater  average  load  per  car 
than  any  other  railroad,  and  a  greater  average 
per  train  mile.  In  the  same  way  he  will  not  al¬ 
low  cars  to  be  run  westward  until  they  are  loaded. 
Other  railroads  in  that  section  follow  a  different 
policy  and  their  management  think  it  better  to 
return  the  cars  empty  in  order  to  bring  in  east- 
bound  shipments  as  promptly  as  possible.” 

Average  Car  Held  Up  Nine  Days  Out  of  Ten. 

The  witness’  attention  was  then  called  to  his 
letter  No.  59,  dated  December  tenth,  1906,  where 
he  quotes  a  certain  railroad  official  as  stating 
that  the  average  car  is  held  up  nine  days  out  of 
ten,  either  in  loading  and  unloading,  or  at  sid¬ 
ings,  and  if  shippers  could  co-operate  in  saving 
one  day  of  this  time  it  would  greatly  relieve  the 
present  situation.  Witness  stated  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  statement  to  be  conservative  as  cor¬ 
roborated  by  the  fact  that  the  average  movement 
of  freight  cars  is  only  about  twenty-four  miles  a 
day,  or  a  mile  to  an  hour. 

Commissioner  Harlan  called  Mr.  Midgley ’s  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  northwest¬ 
ern  railroads  had  been  built  in  advance  of  civili¬ 
zation  and  asked  if  he  thought  that  the  general 
railroad  policy  had  changed  any  in  that  respect 
so  that  now  they  waited  for  demands  upon  them 
before  beginning  to  make  provision  for  them. 
Mr.  Midgley  stated  that  as  far  as  the  policy  of 
thirty  years  ago  was  concerned  he  knew  it  to  be 
as  stated  as  he  was  then  connected  with  the  lead¬ 
ing  northwestern  railroad  and  knew  that  in  one 
instance  it  had  completed  a  line  100  miles  beyond 
any  habitation.  In  the  southwest  railroads  had 
been  built  out  to  where  trains  were  in  danger  ’of 
being  pushed  off  the  track  by  herds  of  buffalo, 
and  as  commissioner  of  the  Northwestern 
b'reight  Association  he  had  made  a  rate  on  a 
Iransportation  of  buffalo  bones  where  there  were 


now  no  buffalo  bones  to  be  moved.  As  regards 
the  present  policy,  he  thought  the  railroads  were 
(loing  their  utmost,  as  they  understood  it,  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  situation.  The  trouble,  in  his  opinion, 
was  that  they  had  brought  upon  themselves  such 
a  confusion  of  affairs.  He  called  attention  to 
the  conditions  at  the  Chicago  terminals,  which, 
he  said,  was  largely  because  through  business  that 
should  never  have  been  brought  into  the  city.  He 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  existcfl  con¬ 
tiguous  to  Chicago  eighteen  parallel  lines  of  track 
attention  to  the  fact  that  there  existed  contigu¬ 
ous  to  Chicago  eighteen  [larallel  lines  of  track 
where  transfers  could  be  rapidly  made,  althougb 
for  some  incomprehensible  reason  the  railways 
here  had  never  made  use  of  these  transfer  fa¬ 
cilities.  They  would  bring  into  the  city  cars 
from  eastern  points  clestined  for  perhaps  a  dozen 
western  railroads  and  switch  these  cars  within 
the  city  one  at  a  time  to  the  various  railroads 
where,  under  the  transfer  system  which  he  re¬ 
ferred  to,  it  would  have  been  possible  for  one 
switch  engine  to  have  made  these  deliveries  to 
the  various  transfer  tracks  in  a  much  shorter 
period.  He  considered  also  that  the  belt  lines 
within  the  city  were  by  no  means  being  utilized 
to  their  fullest  extent  in  making  such  transfers. 

Referring  to  the  delay  in  unloading  in  the  case 
of  refrigerator  cars,  he  stated  that  he  was  recently 
told  that  the  average  delay  was  about  two  weeks 
because  cold  storage  would  cost  $.5  or  $6  a  day 
and  it  was  much  cheaper  to  store  in  the  car  and 
pay  the  railroad  .$1  a  day  demurrage  on  it.  He 
said  that  he  had  been  told  the  day  before  that 
for  this  reason  cars  rfinning  between  California 
and  New  York  were  able  to  make  only  three  or 
four  trips  a  year. 

Harriman  and  Hill  Favor  Clearing  House  Plan. 

1  he  witness’  attention  was  called  to  a  statement 
made  by  him  in  a  recent  letter  that  Messrs.  Har¬ 
riman  and  Hill  favored  the  clearing  house  plan 
and  it  was  stated  to  him  that  Mr.  Hill,  in  his  tes¬ 
timony  at  Minneapolis,  took  the  position  that  this 
was  news  to  him.  The  witness  was  asked  how  he 
had  gotten  the  information  that  Mr.  Hill  was  in 
favor  of  his  plan.  The  witness  replied: 

“b'rom  Mr.  Hill  direct.  The  last  time  I  talked 
with  him  and  asked  him  if  he  favored  this  plan 
he  said,  ‘Of  course  I  do.’  As  to  Mr.  Harriman, 
it  was  at  his  direct  request  that  I  called  the  meet¬ 
ing  here  October  sixteenth  which  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a  fifty  cents  per  diem  charge. 

“Q.  And  as  to  the  clearing  house  proposition : 
he  also  favors  that?  A.  Mr.  Harriman  favors 
clearing  house  methods  throughout.  He  told  me 
in  his  own  office,  ‘What  I  want  is  one  settlement 
between  my  road  and  others  instead  of  settling 
with  every  road  individually.’  The  clearing  prin¬ 
ciple  is  one  which  he  cordially  indorses  and 
which  he  uses  in  his  own  operations.” 

“We  are  short  of  cars,”  said  Mr.  Daly,  “to  pro¬ 
tect  our  traffic  today  to  the  extent  of  ten  or  fifteen 
per  cent.  We  own  60,000  freight  cars,  which  is 
an  average  of  about  1214  cars  per  mile  of  track, 
and  we  hold  24,800  of  these  cars  on  the  tracks  of 
foreign  railroads.  I  have  here  our  location  state¬ 
ments,  which  show  the  total  of  cars  away  from 
home  amounts  to  24,825  against  22,894  last  year. 
Among  these  are  15,700  box  cars,  866  furniture 
cars,  277  stock,  677  fruit,  1,679  refrigerator,  648 
flat  cars  and  4,988  coal  cars,  making  a  total  of 
24,835  cars.  We  have  15,675  foreign  cars,  or  had 
on  the  tenth  of  December,  showing  a  balance 
against  us  of  about  10,000  cars.  We  own  62,000 
cars,  but  we  have  about  52,000  of  our  own  and 
foreign  cars  with  which  to  take  care  of  the  traffic 
that  is  offered  us. 

“The  reports  indicate  where  cars  make  several 
moves  from  one  railroad  to  another  they  are 
used  locally  on  those  roads,  and  this  is  a  fact  ad¬ 
mitted  by  transportation  men  and  has  been  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years.  I  think  the  rental  in 
effect  now  will  have  a  tendency  to  bring  our  cars 
home  and  to  protect  the  different  roads  to  better 
advantage  than  heretofore.  Under  the  old  mile¬ 
age  plan  a  road  could  let  a  car  stand  on  a  side¬ 
track  for  thirty  days  and  pay  nothing  for  it.  In 
1902  the  per  diem  rate  of  20  cents  was  adopted 
and  after  four  years  the  rate  was  raised  to  25  cents. 
The  roads  recently  raised  the  rate  to  50  cents  to 
expedite  prompt  car  service.  That  rate  will  have 
little  effect  in  getting  cars  returned  to  the  owners 
for  one  or  two  years.  The  relief  is  going  to  come 
from  the  small  railroads,  which  have  been  una¬ 
ble  to  confiscate  cars  belonging  to  the  large  lines 


during  the  busy  months  and  paying  20  cents  a  day 
for  their  use,  causing  the  owner  loss  and  annoy¬ 
ance.  I  believe  that  inside  of  a  year  or  two  the 
increase  of  the  per  diem  rate  will  compel  the 
roads  that  do  not  own  equipment  to  build  cars 
and  quit  confiscating  cars  of  other  roads. 

“The  road  that  buihls  cars  for  the  busy  season 
should  be  protected  during  that  season.  I  do 
not  want  to  advocate  a  rate  of  $1,  provided  that 
rate  would  lie  an  incentive  to  the  receiving  road 
to  transfer  the  commodity  to  its  own  cars.  If 
the  rate  were  50  cents  a  day  during  the  dull 
months  and  $1  during  the  busy  months  I  think 
that  would  be  meeting  the  matter  in  a  business 
man’s  light. 

“The  car  shortage  begins  every  year  about  the 
first  of  December  and  continues  until  February 
or  March.  In  the  winter  switching  is  much 
slower  on  account  of  the  cold  chilling  the  lubri¬ 
cation  in  the  boxes  of  the  cars.  In  winter  you 
have  from  seven  in  the  morning  until  four  in 
the  afternoon  of  daylight  to  work  by — nine  hours 
— as  against  from  four  in  the  morning  until 
seven-thirty  or  eight  in  the  summer  time.  The 
work  can  be  done  quicker  in  the  daytime  than  at 
night.  With  the  use  of  hand  lanterns  the  switch¬ 
men  can  handle  only  about  fifty  per  cent  as 
many  cars  as  they  do  in  the  daytime.  The  yard- 
master,  the  trainmaster  and  the  chief  dispatcher 
must  watch  the  divisions  in  the  winter  time  and 
if  a  train  is  starting  from  one  end  of  a  division 
and  it  is  snowing  at  the  other  end,  the  load 
must  be  lightened  proportionately.  Consequently 
engines  will  haul  twenty-five  per  cent  less  in 
winter  than  in  summeri  That  will  account  in  a 
measure  for  the  congestion  during  the  winter 
months.  The  question  of  car  shortage  involves 
the  proposition  that  more  distant  markets  are 
being  sought  and  more  cars  are  required  for 
long  hauls.  I  believe  that  if  John  Smith  wants 
a  car  of  coal  at  North  avenue  it  should  be  billed 
there.  That  would  save  from  $2  to  $.5  expense 
in  switching,  besides  a  lot  of  time,  and  that,  I 
think,  is  one  of  the  principal  hindrances  the  rail¬ 
roads  meet  with.  The  railroads  have  the  power 
to  change  the  rules  in  this  respect  at  some 
points;  at  others  they  have  not.  The  state  rail¬ 
road  commissions,  some  of  them,  say  you  must 
afford  certain  privileges.  Custom  also  inter¬ 
feres.  If  one  railroad  undertook  to  revise  the 
practice  it  would  have  no  business  during  the 
dull  season  and  would  have  a  car  shortage  just 
the  same  during  the  busy  season.  I  think  if  the 
railroads  were  to  cease  affording  extraordinarv- 
privileges  to  the  shipping  public  there  would  be 
no  car  shortage  and  no  congestion  at  terminals. 

Reciprocal  Demurrage. 

The  question  of  reciprocal  demurrage  has  been 
brought  up,  but  that  will  not  accomplish  any¬ 
thing.  The  railroads  are  just  as  anxious  to  get 
cars  in  service  and  make  money  as  the  consignee 
is  to  get  the  car,  and  a  penalty  put  upon  anyone 
who  is  doing  his  best  is  a  vicious  penalty.  No 
rule^  that  can  be  manipulated  is  a  good  rule  to 
put  in  the  hands  of  promiscuous  people,  and  this 
rule  could  be  manipulated  in  such  a  way  as  to 
amount  to  a  rebate.  Under  the  car  service  in¬ 
structions  and  rules  a  man  who  permits  a  con¬ 
signee  to  carry  cars  overtime  without  paying  de¬ 
murrage  is  actually  stealing  and  breaking  the 
rules.  The  solution  seems  to  me  to  be  an  in¬ 
crease  in  the  per  diem  rate,  and  I  think  this 
would  be  a  wise  move.” 

The  witness  concluded  his  testimony  with  the 
argument  that  if  a  railroad  does  not  wish  to  build 
cars  to  take  care  of  its  business  a  penalty  for  not 
providing  equipment  would  not  help  the  situa¬ 
tion.  He  stated  that  the  present  difficulties  were  in 
a  large  measure  attributable  to  the  fact  that 
shippers  take  unfair  advantage  of  the  railroad 
companies’  rules,  and  also  stated  that  the  e.x- 
cessive  amount  of  free  time  on  some  classes  of 
shipments  has  much  to  do  in  tying  up  cars  at 
terminals.  He  stated  that  he  believed  as  far  as 
a  solution.was  concerned  that  it  is  up  to  someone 
to  tell  the  railroads  that  they  must  provide 
equipment;  that  one  railroad  cannot  do  it  alone, 
and  that  the  railroads  will  not  get  together  and 
agree  on  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Daly  volunteered  some  information  re¬ 
garding  the  car  situation  and  suggested  that  the 
best  apparent  remedy  for  car  shortage  conditions 
is  a  damage  suit  against  the  railroad  in  each  in¬ 
dividual  case,  which  brings  each  instance  up  on 
its  merits  and  works  no  hardship  on  either  side. 
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lie  also  advocated  a  higher  rental  for  cars,  stat 
ing  that  the  roads  which  are  suffering  with  con¬ 
gestion  of  traffic  are  usually  those  which  have 
die  largest  number  of  foreign  cars  on  their  lines. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Daly’s  testimony 
several  shippers  present  requested  permission  to 
ask  him  some  questions,  and  he  was  interro¬ 
gated  particularly  with  regard  to  the  inability  of 
the  railroads  to  get  together  and  agree  on  the 
equipment  proposition,  it  being  urged  that  they 
have  been  thoroue-hly  successful  in  agreeing  upon 
car  service  rules  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere 
throughout  the  country,  and  that  if  they  can 
agree  on  car  service  rules  covering  the  car  after 
the  freight  is  hauled  they  should  be  able  to  agree 
to  rules  coveri.ni^  the  car  before  the  charge  is 
earned.  He  stated  that  the  car  service  associa- 
tions  were  merely  a  medium  for  assisting  the  rail- 
roads  in  handling  and  expediting  traffic ;  that 
they  had  been  in  existence  for  many  years  and 
occupied  a  sphere  widely  different  from  that  cov¬ 
ered  in  such  an  agreement  as  the  one  suggested. 

Conditions  on  Western  Lines. 

Following  this  witness  Julius  Kruttscluhtt  took 
the  stand  and  testified  substantially  as  follows . 

“I  am  director  of  maintenance  and  operation  of 
the  Union  Pacific  and  Southern  Pacific  railroads, 
including  the  Oregon  Short  Line  and  the  Oregon 
Railroad  &  Navigation  Co.  Under  conditions 
which  have  existed  this  year  there  has  been  for 
the  last  few  months  a  shortage  of  equipment,  ihe 
conditions  I  refer  to  are  those  of  abnormal  and 
unusual  activity  in  all  lines  of  business  as  shown, 
for  example,  by  an  increase  of  $500,000,000  in 
farm  products  of  the  country,  indicating  an  in¬ 
crease  in  tonnage  of  the  railroads  which  are 
called  upon  to  carry  this  product.  The  increase 
in  other  lines  is  proportionately  as  great  as  the 
increase  in  agricultural  products.  Iraffic  of  every 
description  has  increased  about  nine  per  cent  and 
the  increase  in  total  capacity  of  the  freights  cps  is 
about  thirty  per  cent  for  1907  over  1906,  this  in¬ 
cluding  cars  contracted  for  but  not  yet  delivered. 
The  traffic  of  1906  increased  over  1905  nine  per 
cent.  This  is  tonnage  that  actually  moved.  The 
only  parts  of  our  line  where  we  have  had  extraor¬ 
dinary  difficulty  in  moving  tonnage  has  been  in 
Oregon  and  Washington.  The  products  that 
have  suffered  most  there  were  lumber  consigned 
to  the  middle  west  and  grain.  That  was  due  al¬ 
most  entirely  to  the  congestion  resulting  from  the 
SaJi  Francisco  fire.  Oregon  depends  upon  ban 
Francisco  for  empties  in  which  to  ship  freight 
out  of  Oregon.  As  a  result  of  the  San  Francisco 
disaster  we  had  an  aggravated  blockage,  lastmg 
from  about  the  date  of  that  occurrence  until  Oc¬ 
tober  first,  tieing  up  6,600  cars,  or  nearly  ten  per 
cent  of  the  equipment  of  our  road.  1  he  facilities 
for  handling  freight  at  San  Francisco  were  wiped 
out  of  existence  in  thirty-six  hours  and  could  not 
be  reproduced  for  several  months.  Ihe  company 
had  to  be  exceptionally  lenient  with  California 
shippers  as  a  result  of  conditions  out  there  for  a 
time.  There  has  been  considerable  trouble  at  Gal¬ 
veston,  New  Orleans  and  large  sea  ports.  A 
month  ago  I  had  a  report  from  Galveston  show¬ 
ing  1,200  to  1,500  cars  awaiting  ships  at  that  point. 
Galveston  is  always  troubled  with  congestion 
during  the  crop  season.  In  trying  to  find  relief 
for  Galveston  you  will  have  to  answer  the  same 
question  for  every  sea  port  in  the  United  States. 
It  is  hard  to  see  how  any  relief  can  be  had  if  the 
crops  must  be  harvested  and  shipped  direct  from 
the  harvest  field  to  the  sea  port.  Ihe  methods  of 
harvesting  are  being  improved  all  the  time,  and 
the  time  in  which  the  crops  are  moved  is  being 
reduced,  consequently  the  concentration  of  traf¬ 
fic  is  increasing  and  the  only  apparent  relief 
would  be  to  have  warehouses  at  the  sea  ports  m 
which  the  crops  could  be  stored.  Our  company 
built  terminals  at  Galveston  several  yeais  ago 
that  we  felt  would  be  good  for  twenty-five  years, 
and  I  believe  that  our  terminal  facilities  are  am¬ 
ple.  We  have  dockage  at  our  wharves  for  ten 
large  ocean  steamers  at  one  time.  Our  tracks 
run  right  on  the  wharves  and  we  have  every  ap¬ 
pliance  for  handling  the  freight  quickly.  Our 
own  steamers,  which  average  6,000  tons  burden, 
come  in,  unload,  load  and  sail  in  about  thirty-six 
to  forty-eight  hours.  If  we  had  had  the  cars 
which  were  tied  up  by  this  congestion  at  San 
Francisco  it  probably  would  not  have  been  short. 
If  we  had  had  2,000  to  2,500  cars,  delivery  of 
which  was  promised  by  the  first  of  August  and 
delivery  of  which  has  just  been  completed,  I  do 
not  think  we  would  have  had  a  particle  of  trouble. 


We  have  ample  motive  power.  Since  the  cleaning 
up  of  the  San  Francisco  situation,  feeling  that 
these  people  have  had  a  very  hard  time,  we  have 
been  putting  empties  in  Oregon  rapidly  and  the 
situation  there  is  imprpoving.  The  lumbermen 
there  are  still  suffering  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I 
think  we  will  be  up  with  the  business  offered  us 
there  in  a  couple  of  weeks.  There  has  been  a  pro¬ 
tracted  strike  on  the  part  of  the  employes  of  the 
coastwise  steamers,  which  carry  great  quantities 
of  lumber  and  all  of  that  stuff  was  offered  to  the 
railroads.  We  should  have  been  glad  to  take  it 
but  for  the  lack  of  equipment. 

"1  he  average  movement  of  cars  is  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty  miles  a  day.  That  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  car  is  in  motion  only 
about  ten  per  cent  of  the  time,  or  one  day  in  ten. 
Most  of  the  time  is  lost  at  destination  and  lit¬ 
tle  of  it  at  point  of  origin.  The  conditions 
which  bring  this  about  are  principallly  the  con¬ 
centration  of  shipments.  Ihe  public  expects 
the  roads  to  do  too  much  business  in  a  limited 
time.  By  providing  warehouses  and  affording 
facilities  at  the  farm,  saw  mill,  etc.,  this  could 
be  avoided.  The  modern  saw  mill  turning  out 
from  200,000  to  250,000  feet  a  day  expects  a 
supply  of  cars  such  that  the  lumber  can  go  from 
the  saw  direct  to  the  cars,  and  it  becomes  more 
and  more  difficult  to  provide  equipment  as  de¬ 
sired  under  the  modern  systems  of  manufacture. 

If  the  material  were  warehoused  and  the  ship¬ 
ments  spread  out  it  would  afford  great  relief, 
for,  when  the  shipments  of  the  mill  are  added 
to  the  crop  shipments  it  causes  much  embarrass¬ 
ment  for  the  railroads.  The  movement  of  cars 
can  be  improved  by  decreasing  the  delay  at 
terminal  points  and  equalizing  the  inflow  of 
traffic.  We  have  little  trouble  in  holding  cars 
for  loads;  the  principal  trouble  is  in  getting  the 
cars  unloaded  at  destination.  Everybody  loading 
at  the  same  time  produces  unavoidable  conges¬ 
tion  at  terminal  points.  We  have  more  or  less 
trouble  on  account  of  our  cars  being  used  for 
warehousing. 

A  Difficult  Problem. 

“With  regard  to  reciprocal  demurrage  I 
say  that  before  attempting  a  solution  of  that 
problem  we  ought  to  have  it  very  clearly  stated 
as  to  what  the  requirements  on  the  railroads 
will  be.  Supposing  that  a  railroad  has  its  ter¬ 
mini  at  A  and  B,  must  it  furnish  cars  for  points 
farther  distant  than  A  and  B  anvwhere  m  tne 
United  States,  Canada  and  Me2cico?  If  the 
railroad  is  expected  to  furnish  equipment  m 
unlimited  quantities  under  penalties  to  go  to 
any  point  in  the  United  States  or  Canada,  1 
do  not  know  of  any  commission  or  body  of 
railroad  men  who  could  possibly  decide  how 
much  equipment  might  be  needed,  and  under 
such  circumstances  the  railroad  would  have  to 
protect  itself  by  confining  its  traffic  to  its  own 
termini,  otherwise  how  shall  we  know  how 
cars  we  shall  require?  This  is  one  of  the  diffi¬ 
cult  problems  the  railroads  have  to  meet.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  we  pool  our  cars,  and 
a  pool  might  help  in  some  instances.  I  have 
talked  with  a  great  many  peneral  managers  and 
operating  officers  to  get  their  suggestions  and 
1  have  not  yet  found  a  solution.  Take  the 
Pennsylvania  lines,  the  New  York  Central 
our  system,  and  the  equipment  is  handled 
through  a  sort  of  clearing  house  arrangement. 
The  cars  must  not  be  returned  when  empty 
except  when  necessary  and  they  must  be  pre¬ 
pared,  if  possible,  where  found.  In  this  way  the 
cars  are  made  a  common  fund  and  their  effi¬ 
ciency  is  much  increased.  But  where  you  try 
to  take  in  the  entire  United  States  it  becomes 
a  very  serious  matter.  . 

Daniel  Willard,  vice-president  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  railroad,  and  in  charge 
of  operation  and  maintenance  over  the  entne 
system  was  then  called  to  the  witness  stand. 
It  was  generally  to  the  effect  that  there  was 
some  car  shortage  on  the  Burlington  in  southern 
Iowa,  but  to  the  extent  of  not  over  twenty-five 
per  cent,  meaning  that  when  a  man  asked  for 
twenty  cars  he  would  get  fifteen.  In  Wyoming 
and  the  far  west  there  was  no  shortage  at  all. 
There  was  no  shortage  of  motive  power,  al¬ 
though  admittedly  no  surplus.  Daily  reports, 
however,  taken  over  the  entire  system  at  5 :30 
each  morning,  showing  number  of  cars  on  hand 
and  also  the  numlier  moved  the  previous  day, 
would  show  in  the  aggregate  twice  as  many 


moved  as  were  on  hand,  thus  indicating  no 
congestion  of  loaded  cars.  The  company  ‘N 
ordered  5,000  cars  during  the  year  of  which 
2  000  had  not  yet  been  received,  although  tlie 
delivery  time  on  these  would  have  rendered 
them  available  for  this  fall  s  business  had  it 
been  found  possible  for  the  car  companies  to 
fill  their  contracts  promptly. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler’s  Testimony. 

One  of  the  witne.sses  Thursday  evening  was 
Sidney  P.  Hostler,  of  the  Hostler  Coal  &  Coke 
Company,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Hostler  testified  to 
extreme  conditions  of  car  shortage  in  his  coal 
business,  which  during  November  had  embraced 
business  done  with  twenty-two  mining  districts 
in  eight  different  states  on  thirty-two  grades  of 
coal.  Mr.  Hostler  went  into  considerable  detail 
regarding  the  difficulties  of  car  shortage,  which 
it  probably  is  unnecessary  to  give  at  length.  Wit¬ 
ness  was  asked  by  one  of  the  commissioners  re¬ 
garding  the  reconsignment  of  privilege  in  ’the  case 
of  coal,  which  is  allowed  five  days  in  Chicago  tor 
reconsignmeait.  He  replied  that  it  was  an  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  in  the  coal  business  for  the  simple 
reason  that  it  was  next  to  impossible  to  order 
coal  from  the  mines  for  delivery  to  a  specific  cus¬ 
tomer  because  its  receipts  could  not  be  depended 
upon  to  meet  that  customer’s  needs.  He  in¬ 
stanced  the  case  of  a  customer  in  Chicago  who 
ordered  a  car  of  West  Virginia  coal,  which  was 
shipped  to  him  direct  from  the  mine,  but  which 
was  over  sixty  days  in  coming.  The  customer 
meanwhile  had  to  have  coal,  and  secured  a  car 
elsewhere,  and  when  the  car  in  question  came  m 
he  was  compelled  to  refuse  it  because  unable  to 
take  it  in.  In  conducting  a  coal  business  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  therefore,  the  practice  of  reconsignment  is 
a  necessity  and  cars  must,  as  a  rule,  be  sold  after 
their  arrival  because  most  coal  consumers  must 
have  a  fixed  and  steady  supply  ajid  must  have  the 
coal  at  the  time  that  they  expect  to  receive  it. 

Witness  also  gave  testimony  regarding  svyitch- 
ing  charge  of  40  cents  a  ton  for  coal  in  Chicago, 
showing  in  the  case  of  the  Illinois  Central  that  it 
practically  operated  to  prohibit  yards  along  that 
railroad  from  purchasing  soft  coal  except  from 
Illinois  Central  mines.  He  cited  a  case  where  a 
charge  of  40  cents  a  ton  for  switching  was  made 
for  the  moving  of  a  car  about  300  feet  by  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central,  the  car  coming  in  over  the  Michigan 
Central,  which  uses  the  Illinois  Central  terminals. 
The  witness  filed  a  complaint  with  the  state  board, 
but  the  railroad  company  got  after  the  coal 
dealer  and  the  coal  dealer  came  in  and  paid  Mr. 
Hostler  the  $16  in  order  to  have  the  complaint 
recalled. .  About  sixteen  years  ago  the  local 
switching  charge  was  $2  for  any  distajice  under 
fourteen  miles.  The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  road  made  a  switching  charge  of  $5  a  car 
and  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  road  retaliated 
with  a  switching  charge  of  $4.50  for  all  north  side 
switching.  Anthracite  coal,  said  the  witness, 
coming  over  the  Michigan  Central  would  be  given 
free  switching  over  the  Illinois  Central,  but  on 
soft  coal  40  cents  a  ton  would  be  charged,  the 
reason  being  that  no  hard  coal  was  mined  on  the 
Illinois  Central.  He  stated  also  that  coal  produced 
forty  per  cent  of  the  railroad  tonnage  of  the  United 
States  and  that  on  the  Illinois  Central  and  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroads  it  produces 
a  larger  percentage  of  their  total  freight  tonnage 
than  forty  per  cent.  The  witness  also  gave  an  in¬ 
stance  where  coal  could  be  moved  to  Michigan 
across  the  lake  and  down  from  \\  isconsin  to 
Omaha,  Neb.,  for  25  cents  a  ton  cheaper  than  the 
freight  rate  via  Chicago. 

Another  Coal  Man’s  Opinion. 

Albert  G.  Berry,  of  the  Berry  Coal  &  Coke  Co, 
who  testified  before  the  commission,  gave  the 
following  as  his  review  of  the  hearing : 

“I  was  very  much  interested  in  the  recent  hear¬ 
ing  before  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
especially  because  the  railroads  had  recently  been 
laying  many  of  their  present  troubles  to  the  com- 
mision,  and  while  the  railroad  had  not  attributed 
all  of  the  car  shortage  to  the  commission  nor  all 
the  delays  in  transportation,  the  bunching  of  cars 
and  the  failure  to  switch  cars  to  them.  Yet  they 
had  claimed  that  the  commission  was  entirely  to 
blame  for  the  confusion  of  rates,  the  largely  in¬ 
creased  claims  for  overcharges  and  the  general 
congestion  of  cars  at  the  large  shipping  centers. 
So,  I  expected  the  railroad  officials  would  unload 
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their  troubles  onto  the  commission,  unhosoin  their 
Rricf  and  cares,  but  they  didn’t.  J  liey  simply  did 
not  offer  or  show  any  excuse  or  cause  for  the 
present  condition  except  in  so  far  as  they  showed 
and  adinitted  their  total  inability  to  take  care  of 
the  business  offered  them  and  provide  the  etjuip- 
mcnt  to  handle  the  tonnage  which  the  stations 
along  the  line  offered  them  for  transportation  to 
market. 

“'J'he  only  excuse  made  regarding  the  lumber 
trade  was  made  by  Mr.  Daly,  of  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tra  railroad,  who  said  that  the  road,  being  a  large 
producing  road,  had  to  furnish  a  great  many  more 
cars  for  points  off  their  own  line  of  late  years 
than  formerly,  because  lumber  is  now  transported 
to  much  more  distant  markets  and  that  the  pres¬ 
ent  rate  per  day  for  the  use  of  cars  by  connecting 
lines  was  so  low  that  railroads  preferred  to  pay 
the  present  daily  charge  to  transferring  the  lum- 
her  into  their  own  cars  and  suggested  that  the 
daily  rate  be  raised  so  as  to  force  the  transferring 
of  loaded  cars  by  connecting  lines,  or  at  least  the 
prompt  return  of  car  to  the  road  owning  the  car. 

“The  railroads  h,yl  to  admit  that  they  had  not 
increased  their  available  rolling  stock  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  increased  .tonnage. 

“On  the  side  of  the  shippers  the  examination 
showed  that  there  was,  and  had  been  for  months 
in  all  lines  of  business,  a  great  deal  of  delay  in 
securing  cars,  especially  for  the  shipment  of  lum¬ 
ber,  coal,  grain  and  other  raw  products. 

“One  of  the  sorrows  complained  of  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  was  that  the  coal  shippers  and  others  used 
their  cars  largely  for  warehouses.  This  was  an  old 
grief  and  the  railroad  officials  had  sniffled  and 
hlubbered  a  good  deal  about  this  injustice.  But  a 
little  probing  checked  their  sorrow  when  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  commission  was  called  to  the  fact 
that  this  using  of  coal  cars  hy  the  shippers  of  coal 
was  a  voluntary  use  and  actually  encouraged  by 
the  railroads  to  induce  shippers  to  send  their  coal 
in  these  large  centers.  For  instance,  the  railroads 
have  been  allowing  six  and  even  seven  days’  free 
time  on  eoal  at  Chicago  before  disposition  had  to 
be  made.  This  encouraged  brokers  and  mine  own¬ 
ers  to  make  large  shipments  of  coal  to  Chicago 
thinking  they  would  find  a  market  for  the  coal 
when  it  arrived. 

“The  railroad  virtually  saying  to  the  shipper: 
‘You  ship  your  coal  to  Chicago  and  we  will  give 
you  an  opportunity  to  use  our  cars  for  ware¬ 
houses,  not  only  during  the  time  you  are  loading 
and  the  time  in  transit,  but  six  or  seven  days 
after  they  get  it  to  Chicago.’  Then  their  car 
accountants  rise  up  and  advise  that  the  cars  have 
been  held  so  long  by  the  shipper  that  they  are 
unable  to  furnish  a  coal  car  for  the  lumber  trade 
and  the  traffic  manager  and  the  entire  retinue 
dovvn  through  the  general  freight  agents  and  their 
various  assistants,  the  commercial  agents,  and 
down  to  that  fulsome  car  service  autocrat  who 
writes  you  those  tender  letters  in  which  he  says 
that  after  full  investigation  he  finds  the  railroad 
is  not  in  any  way  to  blame  for  the  detention  of 
the  ear  and  regrets  that  he  cannot  refund  you  any 
part  of  the  car  service.  Every  one  will  tell  you 
that  the  only  thing  to  do  is  to  assess  the  eoal 
shipper  more  for  using  their  commerce  for  ware¬ 
houses;  this  would  -solve  the  whole  problem— so 
they  say. 

Lack  of  Storage  Room. 

The  railroads  also  continually  complain  bit¬ 
terly  because  the  manufacturer  and  the  coal  men 
do  not  provide  more  storage  room  for  coal.  In 
answer  to  this  I  would  say,  because  the  railroads 
hv  allowing  the  long  free  time  at  these  centers 
furnish  the  warehouse  facilities  themselves.  The 
faets  of  the  case  are  that  there  has  never  been  a 
week  in  the  last  two  years  when  coal  could  not 
he  purchased  i,n  Chicago  of  some  dealer  within 
a  few  eents  of  the  actual  cost  of  mining  and  the 
freight  added  and  many  large  users  of  coal  do  noc 
contract  for  coal  because  they  know  that  ten 
months  out  of  the  year  they  can  buy  coal  on  the 
open  market  in  Chicago  lower  than  they  can  con¬ 
tract  for  the  coal  by  the  year,  because  there  i.s 
always  coal  up  to  demurrage  in  Chicago  that  nuiot 
he  sold. 

“The  present  system  of  free  time  and  demur¬ 
rage  has  been  formulated  by  the  railroads  for  the 
benefit  of  their  own  interests  and  is  a  means  of 
saving  them  enormous  amounts  of  money  every 
year.  The  natural  result  of  the  present  plan  of 
handling  coal  has  been  the  abolishing  of  many 
storage  yards  and  a  great  reduction  in  the  storage 
capacity  of  the  city,  so  that  now  it  is  the  worst 


m  the  United 'States.  Consequently  great  quan¬ 
tities  of  coal  which  are  now  shipi)ed  in  and  do  not 
(ind  an  immediate  buyer  are  purchased  by  the 
railroads  at  their  own  price  when  up  to  demur¬ 
rage  ff)r  the  reason  that  there  is  no  place  to  store 
and  a  few  days’  demurrage  means  a  loss  on  the 
coal.  Jn  this  way  the  carriers  are  enabled  to  buy 
much  coal  that  they  would  have  to  pay  market 
price  for  at  prices  amounting  practically  to  the 
freight  charges,  and  this  explains  why  they  are 
unwilling,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  to  cut  down  the 
free  lime  on  coal.  It  has  been  shown  that  the 
Car  Service  .Association  does  not  pay  expenses, 
which  is  a:n))le  proof  that  comparatively  few  cars 
are  held  longer  than  the  time  allowed  by  the  ear¬ 
ners. 

J  here  was  not  a  particle  of  evidence  brought 
out  showing  that  cars  were  not  promptly  unloaded 
hy  the  grain  men  when  cars  reached  their  eleva¬ 
tors  and  by  lumber  men  and  coal  men  when  cars 
reached  their  yards. 

“In  fact,  the  grain  men  were  able  to  show  that 
they  seldoin  consumed  the  free  time  afforded  them 
for  unloading  grain  at  their  elevators  and  that 
over  ninety  per  cent  was  unloaded  in  twenty-four 
hours,  but  that  the  delay  was  in  getting  cars 
switched  to  their  elevators;  in  fact,  the  conges¬ 
tion  of  cars  at  these  large  centers  was  in  a  con¬ 
siderable  measure  responsible  for  the  delay  and 
handling  of  grain  which  had  resulted  in  a  large 
loss  to  the  shipper  and  is  a  very  serious  question, 
requiring  on  the  part  of  the  railroads  additional 
sw'itching  faeilities  and  increased  motive  power. 

I  he  only  hopes  for  the  future  were  in  the  fact 
that  there  were  large  orders  with  car  manufactur¬ 
ers  for  cars  that  they  had  not  been  delivered  and 
that  these  cars  would  be  received  shortly,  and  the 
suggestion  of  the  railroads  that  they  agree  among 
themselves  to  pay  a  larger  daily  charge  for  the 
use  of  the  car. 

“The  commission,  however,  is  taking  hold  of 
the  matter  vigorously  and  when  it  gets  the  evi¬ 
dence  together  will  no  doubt  require  the  railroads 
to  add  materially  to  their  terminal  facilities  and 
provide  a  certain  amount  of  tonnage  carrying 
equipine.nt  and  a  certain  amount  of  motive  power 
to  each  mile  of  main  traek,  and  the  dealers  and 
shippers  will  no  doubt  insist  that  reciproeal  de¬ 
murrage  be  instituted  through  their  different  state 
legislatures,  if  not  within  the  power  of  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Commission.’’ 

V 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  20,  1906. 

To  the  Editor  Black  Diamond,  Chicago,  III. 

Dear  Sir: — Knowing  of  course  that  you  would 
be  interested  in  the  following  figures  we  take 
pleasure  in  sending  them  to  you  for  publication 
in  the  next  issue  of  your  valuable  paper : 


Ions  anthracite,  November  and  December .  132,645 

Tons  bituminous,  November  and  December .  319,065 

Tons  anthracite,  season .  745,236 

Tons  bituminous,  season . 2,557,661 


Grand  total  . 3,302,897 

Ions  anthracite,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1905 .  166,633 

Tons  bituminous,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1905 .  202,217 

Tons  anthracite,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1904 .  210,350 

Tons  bituminous,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1904 .  405,272 

Tons,  anthracite,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1903 .  751744 

Tons  bituminous,  Nov.  and  Dec.,  1903 .  90,100 

Tons  anthracite,  season  1905 .  SOo’,933 

Tons  bituminous,  season  1905 . 2, 018, 908 


Grand  total  . . 2.819,841 

Ions  anthracite,  season  1904 .  864,055 

Tons  bituminous,  season  1904 . 1,847[679 


Grand  total  . 2  712,334 

Tons  anthracite,  season  1903 .  '959  186 

Tons  bituminous,  season  1903 . .!.!  1,675  048 


Grand  total  . 2,634  234 


A  our.s  truly,  W.  II.  Si.mpson, 
Superintendent. 

Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Seventeenth  and  N. 
Canal  streets. 

As  a  result  of  wholesale  thefts  of  coal  at  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa,  from  cars  of  the  Illinois  Central 
railway,  si.xteen  emploj'es  of  the  road  are  slated 
for  discharge  as  soon  as  Detective  Deneen’s  re¬ 
port  can  be  acted  upon  in  headquarters.  The 
detective  discovered  an  enormous  quantity  of 
coal  stolen  from  the  company's  yards  since  the 
cold  weather  began  and  that  the  bins  of  the 
employes  were  filled  to  the  top.  The  Illinois 
Central  could  not  show  where  they  had  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  and  the  guilt  was  established 
without  a  doubt. 


Baltimore  Shipping  Trade 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  27. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Christmas  has  come  and  gone, 
the  New  A’ear  is  almost  here,  and  the  trade  is 
both  looking  back  and  looking  forward,  as  well 
as  paying  attention  to  the  problems  of  the  pres¬ 
ent.  As  a  mattter  of  fact,  the  problems  of  the 
Iiresent  are  of  such  a  nature  that  there  is  little 
chance  for  congratulation  for  a  year  that  has 
been  at  least  fairly  prosperous,  or  for  serious 
attempts  to  see  into  the  future.  , 

The  most  complicated  situation  that  the  trade 
has  ever  experienced  now  confronts  it  in  the 
matter  of  car  supply,  or  rather  the  lack  of  car 
supply.  During  the  past  week  whole  sections 
went  for  days  practically  without  cars.  In 
Pennsylvania,  in  West  Virginia  and  in  Maryland 
there  have  been  many  mines  closed  down  for 
days  at  a  time,  and  all  because  there  were  no 
cars.  Of  course,  the  holiday  period  coming  on 
top  of  this  only  complicated  matters  by  further 
restricting  the  deliveries  at  distributing  points. 
.Some  contract  work  is  already  behind,  and  there 
is  but  poor  prospect  for  improvement.  Real 
cold  weather  has  set  in  with  Christmas,  and  if 
a  few  heavy  snow  storms  are  delivered  in  this 
section  in  the  near  future  the  trade  will  wit¬ 
ness  some  unprecedented  scenes. 

All  of  the  railroads  are  restricting  their  car 
service  in  the  matter  of  shipments  beyond  their 
own  lines,  this  in  an  endeavor  to  collect  their 
scattered  equipment  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio, 
for  instance,  refused  for  several  days  to  allow 
cars  to  go  even  on  the  Central  of  New  Jersey 
system. 

Then  there  is  another  feature  hitting  the  trade 
hard,  and  that  is  the  inability  to  move  vessels 
promptly.  Because  coal  can  not  be  gotten 
through  as  desired  to  complete  cargoes,  many 
iioats  have  been  forced  to  remain  at  the  piers 
for  days,  while  others  have  remained  i/i  stream 
anxiously  awaiting  a  chance  jo  berth.  The 
strenuous  nature  of  the  situation  can  be  re¬ 
alized  when  it  is  stated  that  one  shipper  re¬ 
ceived  an  order  for  an  ocean  tramp  steamer 
for  500  tons  of  bunker  coal,  but  the  order  could 
not  he  made  good,  as  the  vessels  would  have 
been  forced  to  remain  in  port  a  week  to  get  a 
berth  at  a  coal  pier. 

In  another  case  a  vessel  which  was  expected 
to  load  on  the  fifteenth  of  December  could  not 
discharge  her  cargo  of  ties  because  of  lack  of 
cars  to  take  them,  and  was  not  delivered  to 
the  coal  shipper  until  December  twenty-third. 
Now  she  must  wait  until  about  the  end  of  the 
present  week  before  she  can  get  off  with  her  ’ 
coal  cargo. 

Prices  have  been  stiffening,  especially  on  tide¬ 
water  coal,  which  has  responded  more  rapidly 
than  line  business  to  the  state  of  the  trade. 
Best  grade  bituminous  is  around  $1.85.  smali 
vein  Cumberland  may  be  quoted  at  about  $1.60, 
Pennsylvania  steam  coals  from  $1.30  to  $1.40 
and  gas  coals  around  $1.40. 

« 

Anthracite  Situation. 

There  has  been  considerable  increase  in  the 
orders  placed  with  the  anthracite  dealers.  The 
cold  wave  has  at  last  awakened  many  to  the 
fact  that  cellars  need  replenishing,  while  the 
stories  in  the  newspapers  of  car  shortage  and 
coal  famines  has  sounded  a  note  of  warning. 

\\  bile  the  lack  of  cars  has  prevented  many  from 
filling  in  their  stored  stock  as  fast  as  depleted, 
.still  there  is  enough  coal  here  to  tide  consumers 
over  for  a  considerable  period  without  any 
famine  talk,  even  in  the  event  of  a  very  severe 
winter. 

I  he  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  has  ordered 
300  new  steel  cars  from  the  South  Baltimore 
Steel  Car  l^ounclry  \\orks.  The  order 

represents  about  a  half  million  dollars,  and  was 
placed  hy  e.x-Senator  Davis,  who  owns  the  rail¬ 
road.  It  is  hoped  to  deliver  the  first  of  the 
cars  some  time  in  February.  The  cars  are  to  be 
of  tOO.OOO-pound  capacity. 

.A  meeting  attended  in'  Norfolk  bv  the  general 
superintendent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road,  and  by  officials  of  a  number  of  other 
eastern  roads,  is  attracting  attention  here.  The 
(piestion  considered  was  the  tidewater  demur¬ 
rage  on  coal,  hut  no  definite  decision  is  said 
to  have  been  reached  as  yet  as  to  a  uniform 
demurrage  rule,  which  was  the  aim  of  the  gath¬ 
ering. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Dec.  27,  1906. 

The  hard  coal  market  is  unusually  active  and 
the  demand  for  all  grades  is  quite  strong.  A 
spell  of  cold  weather  prevailing  since  the  end 
of  last  week  has  given  an  impetus  to  trade  that 
has  developed  more  orders  than  can  be  taken 
care  of,  this  affecting  all  sizes  alike,  though  the 
greater  shortage  is  still  on  chestnut  and  stove. 
The  steam  grades  are  in  strong  demand  and 
stocks  where  accumulated  are  melting  away  rap¬ 
idly.  The  prices  on  them  are  firm  and  inclined 
to  show  an  advance  to  certain  local  points,  as  it 
is  feared  a  shortage  may  occur  on  the  buckwheat 
sizes  before  long.  There  has  already  been  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  handling  of  these  grades  by  the  freez¬ 
ing  in  the  cars,  often  becoming  so  hard  as  to 
almost  require  their  remining.  This,  of  course, 
has  a  tendency  to  delay  in  the  movement  upon 
it,  as  also  to  curtail  the  production  of  this  size 
at  the  mines.  Any  continued  cold  affects  these 
grades  materially.  Pea  coal  becomes  more  short 
as  the  season  advances  and  both  the  hard  and 
free  burning  varieties  are  generally  being  clpned 
up.  The  requirements  seem  to  be  alike  in  its 
urgency  from  all  the  consuming  localities,  though 
shipments  are  governed  by  the  transportation 
upon  it  as  to  the  locality  of  its  destination.  Cars 
are  short  and  badly  congested  at  connecting 
points  owing  to  receiving  lines  not  having  the  fa¬ 
cilities  to  move  it,  due  to  the  excess  traffic  upon 
them.  This  keeps  the  cars  short  at  the  mines 
and  by  returning  irregularly,  restricts  the  output 
to  some  extent.  The  harbor  trade  is  very  active 
and  prices  on  all  coals  strong.  The  movement 
of  tonnage  for  the  better  part  of  last  week  was 
retarded  by  bad  weather  and  fogs  not  permitting 
boats  to  leave  their  berths.  This  also  detained 
vessels  in  the  east  from  returning  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  are  short  at  the  loading  ports. 

All-Rail  Trade  Held  Up. 

The  feature  of  the  all-rail  trade  to  points_  off 
the'  contributing  roads,  which  has  been  embar¬ 
rassed  for  some  time  is  at  the  moment  a  seri¬ 
ous  question.  Routing  via  Albany  and  other 
junction  points  for  the  north  and  eastern  terri¬ 
tory,  as  also  to  New  England,  is  practically 
shut  off.  The  Boston  &  Albany  railroad,  one 
of  the  larger  distributers  of  coal  to  those  dis¬ 
tricts,  practically  admits  its  inability  to  handle 
the  business  reaching  it  at  West  Albany.  The 
claim  is  made  by  its  management  in  response  to 
shippers  sending  coal  over  this  route  to  relieve 
urgent  trade,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to 
move  it  on  account  of  the  heavy  traffic  crowding 


them,  stating  that  they  should  be  moving  one 
thousand  cars  a  day  to  handle  it,  but  the  pressure 
of  other  freight  from  day  to  day  puts  them  out 
of  regular  order.  This  is  blocking  things  badly 
on  account  of  the  uncertain  movement  at  connect¬ 
ing  points  and  it  has  become  a  question  of  how 
it  can  be  remedied.  Shipments  to  this  trade 
have  been  delayed  more  or  less  on  most  roads 
all  season,  owing  to  a  lack  of  available  cars. 
But  now  that  shipments  could  be  made  to  help 
out  the  pressing  needs  it  seems  almost  impossible 
to  get  the  coal  through.  It  is  said  that  premiums 
are  being  offered  for  individual  coals  where  they 
can  be  had,  but  this  can  give  little  relief  at 
present. 

Trade  in  the  east  is  active  and  more  nevv  or¬ 
ders  are  coming  forward  than  can  be  shipped 
while  deliveries  on  qld  business  are  still  being 
urged.  There  seems  to  be  no  let-up  in  the  de¬ 
mand  and  with  the  slow  arrival  of  cargoes  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  delayed  by  fogs  and  weather  and 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  premium,  it  is  reported, 
was  offered  for  the  domestic  sizes.  On  account 
of  the  great  difficulty  that  barges  have  had  in 
making  trips  from  Philadelphia  recently  and  in¬ 
creasing  the  cost  it  is  understood  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  &  Reading  Co.’s  barge  rates  have 
been  increased  to  ninety  cents.  Sound  trade  is 
calling  for  more  coal  than  it  is  receiving,  though 
shipments  arriving  at  the  discharging  ports  are 
receiving  better  despatch  in  unloading. 

In  New  York  harbor  there  is  a  good  demand 
for  coal  from  all  quarters.  Dealers  are  often 
pushed  very  close  to  get  the  necessary  steam 
grades  to  supply  this  fast  growing  trade.  De¬ 
lays  of  shipment  from  the  mines  and  in  unload¬ 
ing  at  tidewater  when  frozen,  to  fogs,  being  the 
reason  for  it.  These  sizes  are  gaining  strength 
daily  and  with  continued  cold  weather  are  likely 
to  become  very  short.  Already  some  of  these 
grades  are  out  of  the  market,  such  as  No.  2, 
while  pea  coal  is  short.  Prices  may  later  be 
advanced. 

Bituminous  Trade  Strong. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  continues 
very  active,  and  it  is  thought  the  stocks  of  coal 
arriving  are  a  little  scarcer  than  they  were  last 
week.  We  also  hear  of  some  premiums  being 
paid  in  the  east  for  spot  cargoes,  though  the 
general  prices  do  not  seem  to  advance  very 
much,  which  is  rather  a  healthy  sign.  The  prices 
we  hear  quoted  are  about  $2.85  f.  o.  b.  New  Ybrk 
harbor  shipping  ports  for  the  better  grades  of 
steam  coal,  with  the  specialties  running  up  from 
$3.00. 

Car  supply  is  still  the  question  that  is  bother¬ 


ing  the  shippers  the  most,  and  the  fogs  and  bad 
weather  last  week  have  delayed  coal  coming  into 
tide  to  some  extent,  causing  emjiargoes  to  be 
placed  on  shippers  who  have  been  unable  to 
move  the  coal  from  the  piers. 

Labor  at  those  mines  in  West  Virginia  that 
are  curtailed  in  product  by  car  supply  very  much 
is  being  handicapped  a  great  deal  by  the  short 
supply  of  men,  who  are  compelled  to  go  else¬ 
where  to  make  a  living. 

There  is  a  little  export  trade  being  done,  with 
demands  good  and  vessels  scarce.  Freight  rates 
on  this  business  are  high.  The  expected  im¬ 
provement  in  the  matter  of  car  supply  is  not  yet 
apparent,  with  the  holidays  on  and  cold  weather 
also  affecting  transportation.  It  is.  however, 
merelv  a  repetition  of  former  conditions  that 
have  prevailed  in  weeks  past,  and  which  will  not 
likely  be  bettered  for  several  weeks  to  come. 

Trade  in  East  Active. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  active  and  calling  for 
considerable  coal.  We  understand  that  premiums 
have  been  offered  for  spot  coal  of  the  standard 
grades.  Both  vessels  and  coal  are  scarce  at  this 
time,  and  delays  in  transportation  in  the  east 
have  not  helped  the  vessel  situation. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  also  quite  active,  and 
developing  a  large  tonnage.  The  transportation 
feature  is  improving  this  week  over  last,  in  that 
the  New  Haven  railroad  company  seems  to  be 
discharging  coal  more  promptly  at  all  of  its 
unloading  ports,  and  accordingly  vessel  tonnage 
is  able  to  get  back  to  the  shipping  ports  in 
better  time.  Shipments  have  not  been  up  to  the 
requirements  of  this  market,  and  orders  have 
been  greatly  delayed. 

The  New  York  harbor  market  is  very  strong, 
and  absorbing  all  the  coal  as  soon  as  it  arrives. 
There  is  but  little  coal  at  tidewater  for  current 
consumption.  Shipping  in  the  harbor  has  been 
greatly  delayed  by  the  fogs  for  four  or  five  days 
of  last  week,  it  having  been  almost  impossible 
to  move  the  coal  forward. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  variable, 
though  it  shows  a  slight  improvement  over  what 
has  prevailed  in  the  last  two  or  three  weeks.  Car 
supply  remains  about  what  has  been  prevalent, 
some  main  line  roads  giving  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent  of  the  demands  for  cars,  and  others 
ranging  up  to  fifty  and  sixty  per  cent. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  are 
scarce  and  in  demand.  Philadelphia  quotes  on 
large  sized  vessels,  $1.00  and  discharge  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  Salem  and  Portland,  and  85c  to  the  sound 
with  few  vessels  to  be  had,  and  there  is  some 
question  as  to  whether  an  advance  in  freights 
in  the  near  future  will  not  prevail. 


Market  News  from 


Buffalo  and  Great  Lakes. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  27. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  continued  active  demand 
for  anthracite  and  agents  are  filling  orders  as 
rapidly  as  the  shortage  of  available  rolling  stock 
will  admit;, but  there  is  considerable  complaint 
among  dealers  because  of  the  unavoidable  delay 
to  which  they  are  forced  to  submit.  _  Pernaps 
were  the  requirements  more  equally  distributed 
among  the  various  sizes,  there  would  be  less 
difficulty  encountered  in  filling  orders,  for  while 
some  of  the  coarser  sizes  are  in  comparatively 
ample  supply,  chestnut  was  never  in  such  demand 
and  pea  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantity  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a 
most  variable  trade.  There  are  instances  where 
dealers  are  forced  to  refuse  orders  for  the  small 
domestic  sizes,  for  they  prefer  rather  to  admit 
that  they  can  not  furnish  the  goods  asked,  than 


to  book  orders  which  must  in  the  end  be  evaded, 
to  the  disappointment  and  inconvenience  of  the 
dealer. 

Weather  conditions  for  the  past  week  have 
been  of  a  character  to  increase  rather  than  di¬ 
minish  the  demand,  and  with  the  holiday  season 
well  under  way  and  many  of  the  mines  practi¬ 
cally  idle,  the  condition  becomes  more  and  more 
discouraging.  There  is  evidence  that  before  the 
miners  get  really  settled  down  to  work  after  the 
mid-winter  vacation,  stocks  will  be  pretty  well 
cleaned  up,  even  if  there  is  no  actual  famine. 

Local  retail  markets  were  never  in  a  more  ac¬ 
tive  or  more  healthy  condition  than  at  present, 
and  the  home  dealers  are  free  from  the  handicap 
under  which  their  brethren  of  the  country  are 
laboring.  There  is  never  a  short  supply  in 
Buffalo,  if  coal  is  to  be  obtained  anywhere.  This 


is  the  great  distributing  point  and  the  home 
trade  is  always  cared  for. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  bituminous  market 
except  that  there  appears  to  be  a  trifle  better 
supply  of  cars  for  quick  shipment.  Coming  just 
at  this  time,  it  is  scarcely  just  to  say  that  this 
fact  may  be  counted  a  blessing.  Saturday  last 
was  pav  day  in  the  bituminous  districts,  and 
little  if  any  work  is  being  acomplished  this  week. 
The  output  between  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
is  always  very  small  and  the  amount  anticipated 
this  season  is  even  smaller  than  usual,  pay  day 
giving  the  miners  an  excuse  for  idleness.  There 
will  be  practically  nothing  doing  until  the  money 
is  spent,  and  in  many  cases  this  will  extend 
the  time  of  idleness  into  the  new  year.  The 
heavy  demand  during  the  entire  fall,  continuing 
into  the  present  month,  caused  a  reduction  of  all 
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stocks,  and  the  result  is  that  the  mine  operators 
find  themselves  in  the  present  period  of  inaction, 
poorly  prepared  for  the  emergency  of  idle  mines. 

There  is  every  indication  that  there  will  be  an 
unprecedented  demand  for  coal  during  the  first 
three  months  of  1907  as  there  are  many  concerns 
that  only  contract  for  the  calendar  year  and  these 
consumers  are  now  in  the  market  for  next  year’s 
requirements. 

This  is  especially  noticeable  hn  the  east,  where 
the  custom  of  contracting  early  in  the  year  pre¬ 
vails  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  in  this 
immediate  section.  One  good  snow  storm,  block¬ 
ing  the  railroads,  as  all  such  storms  do  on  the 
coal  lines,  would  make  conditions  aomewhat 
strained,  as  the  mines  tributary  to  Buffalo  are 
only  able  to  provide  enough  coal  to  meet  present 
requirements,  and  no  stocks  are  reported  ahead 
by  any  of  the  roads. 

The  demand  for  slack  coal  exceeds  the  supply 
and  all  Allegheny  River  coal  commands  a  price 
of  No.  1  at  the  mines,  which  brings  this  grade 
of  fuel  almost  up  to  the  market  quotations  of 
mine-run. 

Clark  T.  Roberts,  representing  the  firm  of  E.  L. 
Hedstrom  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  is  spending  the 
holidays  with  relatives  in  Buffalo. 

An  incident  of  great  importance  to  Buffalo  was 
the  purchase  this  week  by  the  Lackawanna  Steel 
Co.  of  the  $7,000,000  coal  properties  of  the  J.  W. 
Ellsworth  Co.  of  Pennsylvania.  This  sale  means 
a  great  deal  to  the  business  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  because  it  increases  the  resources  and 
facilities  of  the  largest  manufacturing  plant  in 
western  New  York.  All  the  lands,  coal  mines, 
railroads  and  other  operating  facilities  of  the  Ells¬ 
worth  company  will  be  turned  over  to  the  Buffalo 
concern  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

About  2,000  tons  of  coal  a  day  are  consumed 
by  the  Lackawanna  company,  but  business  of 
late  has  been  increasing  at  a  remarkable  rate, 
demanding  the  provision  of  a  dependable  supply 
to  meet  the  future  requirements  of  the  great 
mills.  It  is  expected  that  within  a  few  months 
coal  will  be  arriving  in  Buffalo  by  the  train 
load  direct  from  the  company’s  new  properties. 
With  the  acquisition  of  the  Ellsworth  properties, 
the  Lackawanna  company  will  be  practically  in¬ 
dependent  of  all  combinations. 

Coal  lands  changing  ownership  through  the 
recent  deal  are  situated  in  Washington  county, 
and  are  among  the  best  in  the  United  States. 
The  operating  facilities  and  equipment  are  of 
modern  character  of  the  most  approved  design. 
Railroads  penetrate  the  property,  which  has  for 
several  years  been  producing  large  quantities  of 
bituminous  coal  of  superior  quality.  The  tract 
comprises  sixteen  thousand  acres.  Much  of  the 
coal  is  especially  adapted  to  coking  purposes, 
which  is  especially  necessary  in  the  operating 
stock  of  the  Lackawanna  company. 

Two  new  railroads,  the  Pittsburg,  McKeesport 
&  Wheeling  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Short 
Line,  intersect  the  property.  Within  the  past 
few  years  the  Ellsworths  have  spent  vast  sums 
on  improvements  of  their  holdings,  much  of  the 
work  consisting  of  railroad  facilities,  built  to 
connect  the  property  with  the  two  roads  men¬ 
tioned  above. 

Buffalo’s  importance  as  a  coal  shipping  point 
will  be  greatly  advanced  during  tlye  next  five 
years,  if  all  reports  of  the  location  of  new  steel 
and  iron  industries  are  to  be  believed.  It  is 
already  known  that  at  least  two  large  plants 
which  will  be  heavy  consumers  of  coal  are  to  be 
started  here  early  in  the  new  year.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  purpose  of  the  new  belt  line  about 
the  city  starting  at  a  point  just  south  of  the 
Lackawanna  plant  and  after  circling  the  city, 
reaching  the  river  again  at  Black  Rock,  is  to 
provide  a  means  of  direct  communication  for 
one  of  these  new  steel  plants  with  the  mining 
region. 

V 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Mountain  Rail¬ 
road  &  Coal  Co.  make  the  following  statement 
for  the  week  ending  December  fifteenth,  1906,  and 
previously  during  the  year : 


Broad  Cumber- 

Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Dec.  15,  1906.  .  23,440  22,217  45,658 

Corresponding  week,  1905.  .  24,191  28,349  52,540 


Corresponding  period,  1905. . 722,935  981’,533  1,704,469 

Total  for  week .  45,658 

Decrease  for  week .  6,882 

Total  amount  shipped  to  date .  1,851,570 

Increase  to  date .  147,100 


PniLAiiELi’iiiA,  Pa.,  Dec.  27. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  coal  trade  is  ex¬ 
tremely  active  and  the  demand  exceeds  the  ship¬ 
ments  made  upon  it.  'I'he  special  red  ash  coals 
are  in  such  great  demand  that  it  is  impossible  to 
fill  more  than  half  of  the  orders  received.  The 
favor  with  which  these  coals  are  regarded  in  the 
consuming  trade,  regardless  that  it  costs  sixty 
cents  more  than  the  white  ash  coals,  has  grown 
to  an  extent  where  it  exceeds  the  capacity  of 
the  mines  producing  this  grade.  Of  the  free- 
burning  coals,  chestnut  size  seems  to  be  the  most 
desired  and  is  short  of  present  requirements. 
Stove  also  continues  to  he  strong,  while  the  up¬ 
per  Lehigh  coals  are  not  sufficient  to  fill  all  the 
orders  being  placed,  though,  with  some  delay, 
most  of  the  business  is  provided  for  in  time  to 
keep  the  trade  supplied.  The  car  question  is 
still  a  feature  in  limiting  the  output  at  the 
mines,  being  probably  more  due  to  the  irregu- 
.larity  ot  their  arrival  at  the  mines,  causing  delays 
in  loading,  rather  than  a  shortage  in  service,  as 
cars  that  have  been  off  on  foreign  roads  are 
gradually  getting  back  to  companies’  lines. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  coal  from  this 
territory,  and  the  amount  of  business  sent  in  is 
taxing  some  shippers  in  getting  the  coal  for¬ 
ward.  Water  transportation  has  been  greatly 
retarded  by  the  bad  weather  and  fogs,  tieing  up 
all  craft  in  the  harbors  for  days  at  a  time.  These 
conditions  are  at  the  moment  somewhat  im¬ 
proved,  but  vessels  at  the  loading  ports  are 
scarce,  and  freights  advanced.  This  has  caused 
a  delay  on  some  deliveries  and  thus  accentuated 
the  activity  more  than  what  it  was  previously. 
While  stove  and  chestnut  are  still  comparatively 
the  short  sizes  most  called  for,  the  better  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  now  likely  to  go  forward  shou' ' 
relieve  the  situation  shortly. 


The 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  30. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  good  demand  for  anthracite 
coal  in  this  market,  both  at  retail  and  wholesale. 
Consumers  are  keeping  their  stocks  well  replen¬ 
ished  and  enough  orders  are  being  sent  in  to 
keep  dealers  quite  busy.  The  arrival  of  cargoes 
have  been  more  frequent  since  the  first  of  the 
week,  by  a  change  for  better  weather  conditions, 
permitting  more  coal  to  go  forward.  This  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  relieve  any  stringency  that  may  have 
existed  in  trade  and  will  insure  a  more  steady 
supply  of  coal.  Prices  are  firm  at  circular  quota¬ 
tions  on  all  products.  The  retail  prices  are  for 
furnace,  $6.50 ;  egg,  $6.75 ;  stove  and  chestnut, 
$7.00 ;  pea,  $5.25 ;  Lehigh  furnace,  $6.75 ;  Le¬ 
high  egg,  $7.00  ;  Shamokin,  $7.25  ;  Franklin,  $8.25. 
While  the  companies’  prices  for  the  white  ash 
free-burning  coals  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  are; 
Broken,  $4.75 ;  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $5.00 ;  pea, 
$3.00. 

Conditions  in  the  trade  along  the  sound  are 
improved  over  last  week.  The  slow  movement  of 
coal  at  the  discharging  ports,  then  apparent,  has 
been  remedied  by  the  New  Haven  railroad.  More 
cars  are  being  supplied  shippers  and  better  dis¬ 
patch  is  also  given  in  unloading  vessels,  which 
is  quite  a  relief  from  past  experiences  and  per¬ 
mits  the  necessary  coal  to  be  sent  to  needy  in¬ 
land  points.  Vessels,  however,  are  still  short  of 
what  is  required  to  get  the  tonnage  shipped  and 
freight  rates  are  consequently  high.  From  New 
York  to  Fall  River,  New  Bedford  and  Provi¬ 
dence  the  rate  is  from  70c  to  SOc,  and  the  nearerby 
sound  ports  about  5c  to  10c  less.  This  is  about 
twice  the  cost  that  obtains  in  ordinary  times,  but 
vessels  at  the  moment  are  hard  to  get,  putting 
the  trade  at  a  disadvantage. 

All-Rail  Trade  Good. 

The  all-rail  trade  is  active  and  there  is  prob- 
ablv  a  little  more  coal  being  sent  to  it  from 
Harlem  river  and  Poughkeepsie  bridge  routes, 
this  only  affecting  the  trade  in  lower  sections  of 
New  England,  though  the  wants,  even  here,  are 
not  yet  filled.  The  difficulty  in  giving  the  further 
north  points,  usually  supplied  via  the  Albany 


The  city  and  local  line  trade  is  very  active 
and  dealers  report  that  a  large  business  is  be¬ 
ing  done.  A  shortage  of  pea  coal  is  said  to  be 
short  with  some  of  the  trade  where  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  it  is  handled.  Prices  on  this  size  are  firm 
and  on  buckwheat  the  price  has  advanced  to  cer¬ 
tain  localities.  Figures  on  the  domestic  sizes  re¬ 
main  at  $6.75  a  gross  ton.  The  demand  for  the 
fine  grades  of  anthracite  for  steam  purposes 
shows  a  marked  increase  and  calling  for  an 
amount  that  is  rapidly  reducing  surplus  stocks. 

Bituminous  Trade  Active. 

Cold  weather  has  induced  more  rush  orders 
during  the  week,  indicating  that  the  needs  are 
becoming  more  urgent.  Supplies  of  coal  in  the 
hands  of  consumers  are  in  instances  quite  short 
where  shipment  upon  it  has  been  hampered  by  a 
scarcity  of  cars.  Prices,  too,  are  firmer,  and 
in  cases  are  slightly  higher.  For  the  steam 
grades  $1.35^1.50  is  quoted  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the 
mines,  with  the  special  coals  demanding  even 
more.  This  price  shows  an  advance  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty-five  cents  over  the  fibres  that 
prevailed  during  the  summer,  and  any  interrup¬ 
tions  to  transportation  would  mean  another  in¬ 
crease.  No  one  is  receiving  the  number  of  cars 
needed  to  keep  the  mines  going,  and  supply  fur¬ 
nished  ranges  from  forty  to  sixty  per  cent  on 
some  roads,  while  others  fall  down  to  twenty 
and  thirty  per  cent  of  normal.  The  line  trade 
is  the  largest  buyer  of  coal  at  present  and  there¬ 
fore  feels  the  situation  more  keenly  than  tide 
points.  But  the  bad  weather  at  tidewater  ports 
has  made  shipment  slow  to  them,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  vessels.  This  has  in  cases  curtailed 
delivery  on  contracts,  making  needs  pressing. 
Vessel  freights  from  here  are  $1.00  to  around 
the  cape  and  85c  to  sound  ports. 


routes,  more  coal,  is  due  to  congestion  of  traffic 
on  the  local  distributing  roads.  This  is  so  acute 
that  they  are  unable  to  accept  the  coal  on  arrival 
at  junction  points,  causing  blockades  on  the  cars 
loaded  west  of  Albany. 

Soft  Coal  Trade  Good. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  continues  strong. 
Prices  for  New  River  or  Pocahontas  coal  f.  o.  b. 
Mystic  wharf  are  quoted  up  to  $4.50,  and  it  is 
said  that  $5.00  was  bid  for  a  cargo  alongside 
by  an  anxious  bu3’er,  but  was  refused  b\'  the 
Owner,  for  the  reason  that  he  was  in  need  of 
all  the  coal  that  he  could  secure  to  furnish  on 
his  contracts.  The  supplies  of  coal  at  the  load¬ 
ing  ports  are  reported  as  being  verj-  light,  due 
largely  to  the  holidays,  and  will  bear  out  the 
high  price  quoted.  Shortage  of  labor  over 
Christmas  vacations,  with  no  improvement  in  the 
car  supply,  is  causing  the  restricted  shipment. 
That  no  change  from  these  conditions  for  a  bet¬ 
ter  supply  can  occur  much  before  the  middle  of 
January  is  generally  appreciated  by  the  buj-er. 
The  number  of  cars  standing  at  Newport  News 
on  individual  daj's  fall  below  two  hundred,  as 
against  over  two  thousand  on  occasions  last  sum¬ 
mer.  This  tells  the  stoiA',  and  therefore  those 
who  did  not  put  in  a  full  supply  early  in  the  fall 
or  summer  are  now  anxious  as  to  getting  current 
supplies.  Fortunateh',  transportation  by  all-rail 
shipment  keeps  good  and  some  relief  may  be 
given  from  source.  Prices  are  ruling  at  about 
$1.50  at  the  mines;  Hampton  Roads,  $2.75  is  the 
quotation,  and  for  Georges  Creek  at  Philadelphia. 
$2.85,  and  15c  higher  for  free  coal.  Vessels  are 
$1.00  to  $1.05. 

.•\t  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
President  Lewis  A.  Rilej'  announced  his  intention 
of  resigning  his  position.  He  will  make  way  for 
W.  A.  Lathrop.  who  was  elected  a  manager  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Francis  R.  Cope. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  Northern  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  purchased 
a  valuable  tract  of  coal  land  near  Wilkesbarre, 

Pa.  The  land  consists  of  forty-three  acres  and 
was  purchased  for  $43,000. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  has  plans 
under  way  to  expend  $250,000  to  improve  its 
river  front  property  between  Dyott  street  and 
Champs’  shipyard,  Philadelphia.  W ork  has  al¬ 
ready  been  started  on  a  large  coal  storage  plant. 

The  new  tipple  of  the  Waltersburg  Coke  Co., 
formerly  the  O’Connell  Coke  Co.,  Connellsville, 
Pa.,  has  been  completed  and  electric  haulage  has 
been  installed  in  the  mine.  The  company  has  now 
sixty  ovens  in  blast  and  expects  to  have  150  fired 
by  the  early  part  of  January. 

Surveys  are  being  made  by  the  Lehigh  Valley 
railroad  for  a  low  grade  line  from  Hazleton  to 
White  Haven,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles.  The 
road  will  build  a  double  track  between  these  two 
points  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  the  coal 
from  its  Hazleton  and  Schuylkill  branches  to 
western  points  by  a  shorter  route. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Works  at  Larimer,  Pa., 
which  have  been  idle  for  the  past  nine  years,  are 
to  resume  operations  about  the  first  of  Janu¬ 
ary.  There  are  175  coke  ovens  at  the  works  and 
it  is  thought  that  the  total  output  will  be  about 
thirty  cars  a  day.  Over  150  men  will  be  em¬ 
ployed  with  a  pay  roll  of  about  five  thousand 
dollars. 

The  State  Railroad  commission  of  New  York 
a  few  days  ago  gave  permission  to  the  Buffalo, 
Lake  Erie  &  Niagara  Railroad  Co.  to  construct 
a  freight  belt  line  around  Buffalo  and  along  the 
Niagara  frontier,  thirty-seven  miles.  This  appli¬ 
cation  was  opposed  by  most  of  the  trunk  lines 
entering  Buffalo  and  also  by  the  Frontier  Ter¬ 
minal  Railway  Co.,  which  desired  a  certificate 
for  the  same  route. 

In  the  investigation  by  the  Interstate  Com¬ 
merce  commission  at  St.  Louis  into  the  general 
shortage  of  freight  cars,  A.  B.  Starr,  general  su¬ 
perintendent  of  freight  traffic  of  Pennsylvania 
lines  west  of  Pittsburg,  said  that  the  producing 
capacity  of  the  car  factories  of  the  United  States 
is  about  180,000  cars  a  year,  whereas,  to  keep 
up  with  the  country’s  development  the  car  plants 
should  be  able  to  build  at  least  270,000  cars  a  year. 

Permits  to  build  two  railroads  which  will  com¬ 
plete  a  coal  line  from  Pennsylvania  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  have  been  granted  by  the  state  railroad  com¬ 
missioners  of  New  York  to  a  syndicate  of  inter¬ 
ests  headed  by  F.  F.  Seering.  One  of  the  roads, 
the  Schenectady  &  Margaretville,  is  to  be  ninety 
miles  in  length,  connecting  with  the  New  York 
Central  at  Scotia.  The  other  road  is  the  Han¬ 
cock  &  East  Branch  and  will  almost  parallel  the 
line  of  the  New  York,  Ontario  &  Western  be¬ 
tween  the  two  points  named. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  has  acquired  from 
C.  W.  Morse  his  entire  interest  in  the  debenture 
bonds  and  stock  of  the  Hudson  Valley  Railway 
Co.  As  a  result  the  terminal  fight  in  Troy,  N.  Y., 
and  the  litigation  regarding  the  issue  of  the 
bonds  has  been  dropped.  In  addition  the  Morse 
interests  in  the  Hudson  river  steamboat  lines  have 
entered  into  a  traffic  agreement  with  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  Co.  by  which  freight  and  other 
traffic  from  the  Hudson  Valley  railway  district 
are  trans-shipped  at  Albany  and  Troy  at  stipu¬ 
lated  rates. 

A  new  proceeding  in  the  rebate  diserimination 
suits  against  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.  was 
instituted  in  the  United  States  Circuit  court  at 
Philadelphia  last  week  by  the  Logan  Coal  Co  It 
is  in  the  form  of  a  petition  for  a  writ  of  alter¬ 
native  mandamus  to  compel  the  corporation  to 
make  a  pro  rata  distribution  of  coal  cars.  This 
action  differs  from  other  suits  for  discrimination 
pending.  The  petition  as  filed  by  ex-Judge  Krebs 
of  Clearfield  county,  counsel  for  the  Logan  Co., 
charges  that  under  an  order  issued  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania  railroad  in  January  last  relative  to  the 
distribution  of  coal  cars  the  petitioners  were  un- 
justly  discriminated  against.  Notwithstanding 
that  they  owned  one  hundred  and  fifty  cars,  which 
were  operated  by  the  Pennsylvania  road,  it  is  said 


the  recent  order  did  not  give  them  a  pro  rata 
share.  No  date  has  been  fixed  for  argument  of 
the  petition. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Co.  directors 
declared  on  December  nineteenth  the  regular 
semi-annual  dividend  of  two  per  cent  on  the 
common  stock  and  an  extra  dividend  of  one 
per  cent.  Predictions  that  the  rate  was  to  be  in¬ 
creased  had  long  been  current.  The  regular 
semi-annual  dividend  of  five  per  cent  was  declared 
on  the  preferred.  The  committee  of  directors 
appointed  to  consider  the  listing  of  the  stock  on 
the  New  York  stock  exchange  reported  to  the 
board  at  this  meeting  that  it  did  not  see  its  way 
clear  at  this  time  to  recommend  the  listing  of 
the  stock  here. 

The  Commercial  Coal  Co.,  at  939  Garfield  ave¬ 
nue,  Jersey  City,  suffered  a  loss  through  fire  a 
week  ago  by  the  burning  of  a  barn  and  stable, 
with  the  loss  of  six  horses.  It  was  only  through 
strenuous  efforts  of  the  fire  department  that  the 
coal  pocket  and  Jersey  Central  railroad  trestle, 
which  adjoined  the  other  property,  was  not  de¬ 
stroyed.  The  owaers  of  the  property,  O’Connor 
Bros.,  who  are  both  connected  with  the  trade  in 
New  York;  Charles  L.,  being  for  many  years 
with  Tracy  Bros.;  Joseph  P.,  with  the  Empire 
Coal  Co.  They  bought  the  plant  several  years 
ago  and  had  developed  a  considerable  business, 
feeling  the  loss  by  fire  more  keenly  just  at  this 
time,  when  trade  is  active.  But  with  the  plant 
saved  they  have  restored  their  other  facilities 
and  are  able  to  take  good  care  of  all  the  business. 

A  preliminary  trial  of  the  British  marine  trol¬ 
ley  system  for  coaling  ships  at  sea,  officially 
known  as  the  Mackrow-Cameron  express  trans¬ 
porter,  was  made  on  December  nineteenth  off 
Cape  Henry,  near  Hampton  Roads.  The  appa¬ 
ratus  on  board  the  collier  Abarenda  was  in  ac¬ 
tual  operation  for  about  fifteen  minutes  and  in 
that  time  it  delivered  about  seven  tons  of  coal 
in  two  hundred  pound  bags  on  the  forecastle  deck 
of  the  battleship  Iowa.  Several  bags  were  lost 
overboard  in  transit  by  the  pitching  of  the  ship 
and  the  sudden  tauting  of  the  convey9r.  There 
were  many  derangements  of  the  machinery.  W. 

P.  Clauson,  agent  for  the  Thomas  Iron  Works, 
who  built  the  conveyor  system,  said  there  would 
be  no  more  trials,  as  the  machine  did  not  come 
up  to  expectations.  It  was  considered  too  dan¬ 
gerous  to  use  in  a  he.ad  sea. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  is  executing 
plans  that  will  cost  when  completed  approxi¬ 
mately  $250,000.  The  purpose  of  this  expenditure 
is  to  increase  its  business  in  Philadelphia  by  en¬ 
larging  its  facilities  and  to  put  into  service  more 
canal  boats.  At  Cramps’  shipyard,  on  the  Dela¬ 
ware  river  front,  a  modern  coal  plant  is  being 
erected  for  a  capacity  to  carry  200,000  tons.  The 
machinery  to  be  installed  will  be  of  modern  type 
to  handle  the  coal  from  the  boats  to  the  storage 
bins,  of  which  there  will  be  seven  of  four  hundred 
tons  each,  for  local  and  other  deliveries.  Iwo 
■  trestles  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  will  also 
be  provided  for  in  the  storage  yard,  and  piers 
75  and  76  rebuilt  to  reach  Port  Warden’s  line, 
making  them  five  hundred  feet  long  and  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten  feet  wide.  With  this  greatly  increased 
capacity  for  storage  the  company  will  be  enabled 
to  bring  to  market  a  sufficient  amount  of  coal  by 
canal  in  the  open  season  to  furnish  its  customers 
their  requirements  during  the  winter  months. 

The  Bureau  of  Statistics  report  the  exports  of 
coal  and  coke  from  the  United  States  for  the  first 
ten  months  of  the  year  were  8,872,889  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  492,352  tons  over  the  same  penod  in 
1905.  The  anthracite  coal,  which  goes  chiefly  to 
Canada,  amounted  to  1,851,460  tons,  a  decrease  of 
77,302  tons  from  last  year.  Bituminous  exports 
were  6,378,483  tons,  an  increase  of  434,322  tons; 
the  larger  shipments  were  to  Canada,  6,216,261 
tons,  an  increase  of  192,093  tons ;  Mexico,  936,837 
tons,  an  increase  of  193,948  tons ;  Cuba,  557,962 
tons,  an  increase  of  105,374  tons;  other  West  In¬ 
dies,  267,750  tons,  an  increase  of  14,496  tons ;  other 
countries,  251,139  tons,  a  decrease  of  148,891  tons. 
The  coke  amounted  to  642,931  tons,  an  increase  of 
135,332  tons,  going  principally  to  Mexico.  The 


imports  of  coal  and  coke  into  the  United  States 
during  the  same  period  were:  Bituminous,  1,468,- 
154  tons,  in  which  are  included  anthracite  coal  of 
29,377  tons;  Canada  sent  in  1,202,349  tons,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  136,216  tons.  The  coke  imports  were 
112,364  tons,  an  increase  of  61,748  tons. 

The  first  prosecution  arising  from  a  crusade 
against  coal  dealers  in  Philadelphia  accused  of 
giving  short  weight  came  up  for  trial  before 
Magistrate  Harris  on  Wednesday  of  last  week. 
Samuel  Margolis  of  1316  Washington  avenue, 
that  city,  was  brought  before  tlie  magistrate  on 
complaint  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange.  A 
fine  of  twenty-five  dollars  and  costs  was  im¬ 
posed  for  selling  coal  at  short  weight.  The  case 
of  the  Southwark  Coal  Company,  600  Washing¬ 
ton  avenue,  was  arranged  on  a  similar  charge, 
but  was  continued  for  several  days.  Leo  Mac- 
Farland,  counsel  for  the  Coal  Exchange,  was  the 
prosecutor.  He  has  been  collecting  evidence  for 
some  weeks  against  offending  dealers,  and  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  exchange  to  prosecute 
all  dealers  found  selling  short  weight.  About 
twenty-five  arrests  are  to  follow.  The  penalty 
is  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars.  James  Ebbecke,  a  de¬ 
tective,  testified  that  he  had  ordered  a  ton  of  coal 
from  Margolis  delivered  to  2133  South  Chadwick 
street  on  November  twentieth  and  that  it  was 
weighed  in  the  cellar  immediately  after  being 
unloaded  and  amounted  to  only  2,0631/2  pounds. 
The  same  day  a  ton  ordered  by  him  from  the 
same  dealer  was  delivered  to  another  address  and 
found  to  be  short  10614  pounds.  The  _  legal 
weight  of  a  ton  is  2,240  pounds.  Public  weighers 
testified  they  had  done  the  weighing  in  each  case. 
Margolis  said  in  defense  that  he  had  detected 
his  driver  stealing  coal  and  that  he  was  the  guilty 
person.  In  imposing  the  fine  the  magistrate  said : 
“I’ll  let  you  off  with  $25  and  costs  this  time, 
but  I  warn  you  not  to  be  guilty  of  selling  short 
weight  again.’’  A.  Liebowitz  and  M.  Sussman, 
who  were  arrested  as  being  the  proprietors  of 
the  Southwark  Coal  Co.  demanded  that  the 
prosecution  prove  their  connection  with  that  com¬ 
pany  and  the  case  was  continued  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  Ebbecke  and  Dormer  were  the  witnesses 
in  their  case  and  found  that  on  one  ton  delivered 
there  was  a  shortage  of  415  pounds.  On  another 
ton,  to  a  different  address,  the  shortage  was  36314 
pounds. 

In  regard  to  the  discussion  of  the  child  labor 
question  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Civic  Fed¬ 
eration  in  this  city,  Mr.  W.  J.  Richards,  general 
manager  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.,  has  authorized  the  following  state¬ 
ment.  Child  labor  in  the  coal  fields  was  a  feat¬ 
ure  of  this  discussion. 

“We  have  in  Pennsylvania  a  mining  law  pro¬ 
hibiting  the  employment  of  boys  under  sixteen 
years  of  age  in  the  mines  and  of  boys  under  four¬ 
teen  outside  the  mines. 

“The  operators  took  a  prominent  part  in  aid¬ 
ing  the  passage  of  that  law  and  have  not  in  any 
way  connived  at  its  being  broken.  From  my 
knowledge  of  the  people  of  our  mining  conimu- 
nity  I  am  positive  that  they  have  not  permitted 
their  sons  who  are  under  legal  age  to  work  in 
mines  to  any  sucii  extent  as  has  been  stated,  or 
to  any  appreciable  extent. 

“The  cupidity  of  the  parents  and  of  the  oper¬ 
ators  has  been  grossly  exaggerated.  We  have  in 
Pennsylvania  a  compulsory  education  law  en¬ 
forced  by  a  truant  officer  in  every  district,  and 
this  law  is  itself  a  bar  to  the  abuses  of  child 
labor,  of  which  the  Child  Labor  Committee  com- 
plains. 

“Mr.  Lovejoy,  secretary  of  the  National  Child 
Labor  Committee,  claimed  that  12,80n  boys  under 
fourteen  years  of  age  were  at  work  in  the  mines 
and  breakers.  The  official  report  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  Department  of  Mines  shovvs  that  only 
8,124  boys  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years 
old  are  at  work  in  and  about  the  breakers.  Of 
these,  the  report  says,  all  but  760  are  over  the 
employment  age.  The  ages  of  760  were  in  doubt 
and  the  uncertainty  regarding  their  age  arose 
from  the  fact  that  seventy-five  per  cent  of  them 
were  born  in  foreign  countries.  All  of  these 
boys  had  furnished  to  the  employing  operators 
certificates  that  they  were  of  proper  age.” 
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The  year  1906  is  nearing  its  close. 
It  is  a  safe  statement  to  make  that  for 
the  past  twelve  months  the  eyes  of  the 
coal  and  coke  users  have  been  turned 
toward  Pittsburg.  Possibly  no  other  city 
in  the  world  is  deserving  of  such  syn- 
onomous  thought  in  the  coal  industry 
as  Pittsburg. 

Tbe  general  condition  in  the  district 
this  week  is  one  of  waiting.  The  year 
is  nearly  over,  the  producer  of  coal  and 
the  manufacturer  of  coke  are  engaged 
in  figuring  out  the  result  of  the  varied 
deals  of  the  past  year.  It  is  a  safe 
guess  to  make  that  the  balance  with  all 
of  the  coal  and  coke  producing  com¬ 
panies  in  the  Pittsburg  district  will 
make  an  entry  in  no  mean  number  of 
figures  on  December  thirty-first  on  the 
right  hand  side  of  the  ledger,  that  is, 
on  the  profit  column. 

In  the  closing  week  of_  the  year  the 
various  concerns  engaged  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  fuels  are  busy,  very  busy,  but, 
it  is  the  men  at  the  desk  and  not  the 
men  at  the  mine  that  are  putting  in  the 
extra  hours.  In  most  cases  the_  mines 
are  closed  down  indefinitely  until  after 
January  first. 

The  shipments  by  rail  tbe  past  week 
of  both  coal  and  coke  fell  off  to  a  more 
than  normal  amount.  This,  however, 
is  only  temporary,  and  the  cause  for  it 
has  already  been  suggested. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  twin  indus¬ 
tries,  coal  and  coke,  would  be,  in  the 
words  of  a  pioneer  in  both  trades,  as 
follows :  “The  year  1906  has  been  a 
banner  year;  to  use  a  common  expres¬ 
sion  with  the  ‘boys,’  it  has  been  a  dandy.’’ 

“And  there  you  are,”  everybody,  or 
nearly  so,  satisfied.  As  your  correspond¬ 
ent  writes  this  letter  he  sees  before  him  a 
number  of  tangible  reminders  of  the  only 
concern  of  any  magnitude  in  the  coal 
and  coke  trade  that  succumbed  to  the 
force  of  circumstances  during  the  year, 
and  failed.  There  were  others,  of  course, 
that  did  not  make  good;  but  they  were 
very,  very  few,  and  over  the  door  of 
nearly  all  of  the  friends  engaged  in  the 
producing  of  coal  and  coke  in  the  Pitts- 
hurg  district  it  is  our  happy  privilege 
to  write  the  words,  a  Merry  Christmas 
and  a  Happy  New  Year,  and  may  the 
same  prosperity  attend  you  during  the 
year  1907  that  has  been  with  you  during 
the  past  year,  1906. 

A  Glance  Ahead. 

Present  conditions  in  the  coal  and 
coke  industry  in  the  Pittsburg  district 
arc  A  No.  1.  A  glance  toward  the 
future  is  of  much  interest  at  this  time. 

Never  in  the  history  of  both  rail  and 
river  shippers  has  the  outlook  been  as 
encouraging  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
With  a  year  of  unusual  prosperity  just 
closing,  and  a  coming  year  opening  up 
with  great  promise,  the  coal  man  says, 
“I  am  ready  for  1907 ;  give  me  cars 
and  I  will  supply  the  world  with  fuel.” 

At  present  in  the  Pittsburg  district 
there  are  a  number  of  projects  on  foot 
that  point  to  a  prosperous  future.  Both 
rail  and  river  shipers  are  anticipating  a 
larger  and  more  world-wide  trade  than 
they  have  yet  enjoyed,  and  plans  tow¬ 
ard  caring  for  a  much  more  abundant 
business  have  been  made.  The  river 
coal  shipper,  not  content  with  supply¬ 
ing  the  south  with  coal,  has  laid  plans 
to  send  fuel  to  the  islands  of  the  sea, 
and  it  is  probable  that  at  no  distant 
day  coal  will  be  loaded  at  Pittsburg 
billed  to  Havana  and  possibly  to  ports 
much  farther  away. 

The  railroads  centering  at  Pittsburg, 
recognizing  the  great  importance  of  the 


enormous  coal  and  coke  tonnage  that  is 
sent  out  of  the  district,  have  all  made 
requisitions  for  additional  rolling  stock, 
and  it  is  interesting  here  to  note  that 
the  major  part  of  the  cars  ordered  are 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  operators 
in  coal  and  coke. 

A  Steady  Market. 

There  is  no  change  of  any  importance 
to  note  in  prices  from  those  prevailing 
one  week  ago.  A  safe  resume  of  the 
situation,  however,  is  summed  up  in  the 
statement  that  the  market  is  holding  its 
own  with  a  weak  tendency. 

Run-of-minc  coal  is  variously  quoted, 
but  a  fair  price  is  $1.40@1.50  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Three-quarter-inch 
remains  stationary  at  $1.55@1.65  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Lump  is  steady 
at  $1.. 55(751. 65  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
and  slack  is  unchanged  at  $1.00(@1.10 
per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

Coke  continues  stronger  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  than  coal;  the  unusual  demand  for 
both  grades  of  coke  keeps  up  and  is  a 
remarkable  feature  of  this  industry. 

Furnace  coke  is  strong  at  $3.35@ 
3.45  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  and  is 
scarce  at  these  figures.  Foundry  grade 
is  in  good  demand,  and  is  selling  freely 
at  $4.15(g4.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 

The  n^ws  prevailing  from  the  Con- 
nellsville  field  warrant  us  in  saying  that 
coke  will  continue  to  hold  its  own  in 
price  and  possibly  a  considerable  ad¬ 
vance  will  be  made  in  the  near  future. 

The  annual  meeting  of  a_  number  of 
independent  coke  producers  is  scheduled 
for  this  week  and  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  some  of  the  more  prominent 
ones  will  increase  their  capital  stock, 
and  vote  on  the  matter  of  adding  to 
their  present  output.  Present  operators 
are  making  efforts  toward  increasing 
their  output  and  it  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  coking  coal  is  in  great  demand, 
and  held  at  a  high  premium.  _ 

There  is  no  ehange  to  note  in  the  re¬ 
tail  market  for  both  coal  and  coke. 
Prices  remain  the  same  as  quoted  a  few 
weeks  ago;  the  demand  is  brisk  and 
the  supply  is  fully  up  to  the  require¬ 
ments. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL 
NOTES. 

The  coal  barons,  their  office  forces  and 
miners  as  well  have  been  busy  all  the 
past  week  in  spending  their  well  earned 
black  diamonds.  Judging  by  the  num¬ 
ber  of  miners  seen  in  the  stores  the  in¬ 
ference  is  that  they  all  have  “money 
to  burn.” 

Practically  all  the  coal  that  will  go 
out  of  the  Pittsburg  harbor  for  the  next 
week  or  ten  days  has  been  shipped. 
Saturday  last  was  pay  day  at  all  the 
mines  and  officials  say  few  men  will 
work  regularly  until  after  January  first 
and  consequently  the  output  of  the  mines 
will  be  very  small. 

Fire  at  an  early  hour  Wednesday' 
morning  destroyed  the  double  tipple  and 
washer  house  of  the  Jamison  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  at  its  No.  1  plant  at  Luxor, 
Pa.,  near  Greensburg.  Heroic  work  by 
the  miners  saved  the  power  plant  and  its 
valuable  machinery.  The  cause  of  the 
fire  is  unknown.  The  loss  is  estimated 
at  $25,000.  Four  hundred  men  will  be 
idle  until  temporary  tipples  can  be 
erected. 

Something  new  and  novel  in  the  vau¬ 
deville  line  is  offered  for  holiday  week 
at  the  Grand  theater.  A  short  skit 
called  the  “Coal  Strike”  is  one  of  the 


turns  portrayed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mark 
Murphy.  This  is  certainly  a  very  in¬ 
opportune  time  to  make  a  play  for 
sympathetic  applause  or  approbation  by 
an  actor.  There  are  no  coal  strikes  on 
at  present  in  this  section,  and  the  prob¬ 
abilities  of  any  are  the  most  remote 
from  the  minds  of  both  producer  and 
men. 

About  2,000  acres  of  coal  in  Luzerne 
and  Redstone  townships,  Fayette  county, 
has  been  reported  sold  by  J.  V.  Thomp¬ 
son,  I.  W.  Semans,  John  E.  Hess,  C.  S. 
Harah,  Miss  Anna  M.  Cunningham  and 
C.  J.  McCormick  for  a  price  approxi¬ 
mating  $3,000,000,  but  the  names  of  the 
purchasers  have  not  been  given  out. 
Thompson  and  his  associates  purchased 
the  coal  several  years  ago  at  prices 
ranging  from  $500  to  $1,200'  an  acre. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Love  Fawcett,  wife  of 
James  T.  Fawcett,  owner  of  the  Cheat 
Haven  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  died  on  Tues¬ 
day  evening,  December  eighteenth,  at 
her  residence  at  Cheat  Haven  after  a 
short  illness.  Heart  failure  was  the 
cause  of  her  death.  Mrs.  Fawcett  was 
a  daughter  of  Charles  Hanson  and 
Elizabeth  Love,  who  were  old  and  prom¬ 
inent  pioneers  in  the  city.  Her  husband 
is  prominently  identified  in  the  coal 
trade  in  this  section. 

The  river  mines  are  nearly  all  shut 
down,  but  the  harbor  boats  are  busy. 
The  steamers  with  empty  tows  are  get¬ 
ting  back  to  port  daily,  and  large  num¬ 
bers  of  empties  are  being  sent  to  the 
upper  pools.  The  river  coal  men  are 
a  strenuous  folk  and  they  are  making 
every  effort  to  get  all  the  coal  possible 
shipped  southward  before  the  rivers 
freeze  up;  there  is  a  bare  possibility 
that  there  will  be  something  doing  in 
theh  freezing  line,  and  the  new  weather 
man  at  Pittsburg  says  that  there  may  be 
an  old-fashioned  winter  at  Pittsburg. 

Benjamin  Thaw,  Ale^xander  Thaw  and 
Thomas  Chalmers  Dorsie,  trustees  of 
the  “coke  trust”  under  the  will  of  the 
late  William  Thaw,  of  Pittsburg,  had 
papers  filed  in  court  at  Uniontown,  Pa., 
during  the  week  for  the  transfer  of  the 
coal  underlying  more  than  one  hundred 
properties  in  and  adjacent  to  Union- 
town  to  the  Oliver  &  Snyder  Steel  Co. 
The  latter  company  owns  one  of  the 
largest  works  in  this  region  and  have 
for  years  been  mining  the  coal  on  the 
Thaw  estate  on  a  royalty,  the  only  way 
under  the  terms  of  the  will  that  it  can 
be  mined. 

Liens  aggregating  $54,153,.33  for  state 
taxes  on  capital  stock  and  corporate 
loans  were  entered  in  Washington 
county  this  week  against  C.  Jutte  &  Co. 
by  Attorneys  Scandreth  and  Barnett, 
of  Pittsburg,  on  behalf  of  Auditor  Gen¬ 
eral  W.  P.  Snyder.  The  taxes  are  said 
to  have  been  unpaid  for  more  than  four 
years.  The  Jutte  company  is  the  second 
largest  concern  operating  in  the  Wash¬ 
ing  county  coal  fields  and  owns  thou¬ 
sands  of  acres  of  coal  lands  along  the 
Monongahela  river.  State  taxes  are  said 
to  have  remained  unpaid  owing  to  pend¬ 
ing  court  litigation. 

“Nothing  doing  in  the  shipping  line.” 
This  is  the  report  of  the  major  part  of 
the  coal  and  coke  people.  The  coal 
and  coke  producers  are  a  very  liberal 
lot  of  men  in  many  ways.  Especially 
is  this  the  case  at  the  holidays.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  liberal  treatment  as  regards 
presents,  salary,  etc.,  it  is  noticed  that  in 
many  of  the  coal  and  coke  offices  there 
is  a  much  smaller  force  at  work  than 
usual.  “Gone  home  for  Christmas”  is 
the  explanation  and  this  going  home 
takes  some  time,  as  many  of  the  office 
force  live  a  very  great  distance  away, 
and  it  takes  a  long  time  to  go  and 
return. 

The  new  towboat  A.  R.  Budd,  built 
bv  J.  M.  Hammitt  at  Marietta,  Ohio, 
has  arrived  at  the  Pittsburg  harbor. 
The  new  boat  is  owned  by  the  -A..  R. 
Budd  Coal  Co.,  and  is  the  second  that 
firm  has  added  to  its  fleet  this  year. 
The  boat  is  145  feet  long,  twenty-seven 
feet  wide,  with  sixteen  and  one-half 
inch  cylinders  and  a  six-foot  stroke.  She 
is  of  pool  boat  size  and  shortly  after 


arriving  started  to  work  by  taking  a 
tow  of  empties  into  the  upper  pools. 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
test  the  boat  by  starting  her  south  with 
a  cargo,  but  low  water  prevented.  Capt. 
Harry  McGuire  is  in  command. 

W.  M.  Prall  of  the  Pittsburg  Car 
Service  Association  estimates  the  total 
tonnage  of  the  Pittsburg  district  for 
the  year  1906  to  be  the  enormous  amount 
of  120,000,000  tons,  itemized  as  follows: 
coal  tonnage,  46,000,000  tons;  coke, 
20,000,000  tons ;  Lewistown,  6,000,000 
tons;  finished  steel  products,  between 
5,000,000  and  6,000,000  tons ;  in  addition 
to  the  above  there  is  added  the  ship¬ 
ments  of  glass,  clay  products,  cement, 
lumber,  hay,  grain,  etc.  In  round  num¬ 
bers  the  rail  shipments  will  amount  to 
about  112,000,000  tons,  and  the  river 
shipments  will  run  up  to  about  8,000,000 
tons.  This  enormous  volume  of  ship¬ 
ments  far  exceeds  the  tonnage  of  any 
previous  years,  and  marks  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  as  being  the  greatest  pro¬ 
ducer  of  freight  in  any  section  of  the 
country,  and  possibly  in  the  world. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  has  retired 
and  cancelled  $1,400,000  of  its  five  per 
cent  bonds,  leaving  $1,300,000  still  out¬ 
standing.  The  mortgage  covers  from 
$8,000,000  to  $10,000,000  of  assets,  in¬ 
cluding  twenty  thousand  acres  of  coal 
and  surface  lands  two  hundred  steel  cars, 
equipment  of  mines,  sewer  pipe  plants, 
brick  works,  etc.,  540  dwellings,  coke 
ovens  and  other  property.  The  com¬ 
pany  recently  sold  four  thousand  acres 
of  coal  lands  to  the  Jones  &  Laughlin 
Steel  Co.  and  used  part  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  retiring  the  bonds.  The  Pitts¬ 
burg-Buffalo  company  is  now  recognized 
as  one  of  the  large  and  staunch  con¬ 
cerns  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  They  are 
pushers,  have  been  unusually  successful 
and  have  the  reputation  of  doing  large 
things,  and  of  being  thoroughly  safe 
financiers. 

The  Coal  Mining  Institute  of  .Amer¬ 
ica  opened  its  winter  meeting  in  Court¬ 
room  No.  3,  at  Pittsburg,  on  Tuesday 
last.  The  meetings  of  the  society  will 
continue  over  three  days.  A  committee 
of  three  has  had  the  revision  of  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  mine  laws  of  Pennsylvania 
under  consideration  for  some  time  and 
will  make  a  report  on  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  during  the  meeting.  Only 
routine  business  was  transacted  at  Tues¬ 
day’s  sessions.  The  old  officers  were 
all  re-elected.  The  treasurer’s  report 
showed  the  finances  of  the  institute  to 
be  in  good  shape.  .A  committee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  a  new  constitu¬ 
tion  and  by-laws  and  to  take  steps  look¬ 
ing  toward  the  incorporation  of  the  in¬ 
stitute.  At  the  sessions  of  the  institute 
held  on  Wednesday  a  number  of  papers 
were  read  on  topics  pertinent  to  the 
trade. 

Something  new  in  coal  mining  will  be 
started  in  the  near  future  at  Pittsburg. 
The  city  poor  farm  covers  about  250 
acres  of  grounds,  every  foot  of  which 
is  underlaid  with  coal.  The  coal  under 
the  farm  lies  at  an  average  depth  of 
eighty  feet,  but  at  some  points  comes 
very  near  the  surface,  so  that  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  mine  will  be  a  simple  matter. 
The  mine  project  will  be  a  great  saving 
to  the  city  in  the  matter  of  fuel.  .At 
present  it  costs  the  city  over  twenty- 
two  thousand  dollars  per  year  for  gas  at 
the  poor  farm.  This  amount  will  be 
saved  and  it  is  possible  that  the  authori¬ 
ties  may  arrange  to  supoly  the  imme¬ 
diate  neighborhood  with  coal  as  well. 
During  the  fifteen  years  that  the  city 
has  owned  this  plot  of  eround  its  value 
has  largely  increased.  It  cost  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  dollars  an  acre,  of  a  total 
of  $83,750.  and  is  worth  now  at  a  con¬ 
servative  estimate  seven  hundred  dollars 
an  acre,  or  $228,500. 

Twelve  hig  barges  loaded  with  coal 
and  topped  off  with  weatherproof  cover¬ 
ing  will  start  from  Dravosburg.  above 
Pittsburg,  in  a  few  days  for  Havana. 
Cuba,  the  belief  being  that  they  can  be 
trailed  through  the  ocean  almost  as  well 
as  through  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
rivers.  This  enterprise  will  be  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  It  has 
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id  the  barges,  42x200  feet  in  size  and 
ght  feet  deep,  specially  constructed 
'  the  American  Bridge  Company.  The 
irges  will  contain  one  hundred  thou- 
nd  bushels  of  coal.  The  waterproof 
iverings  are  to  keep  the  sea  waves 
om  washing  into  them.  This  is  the 
•St  time  such  a  shipment  has  been  at- 
mpted,  although  the  Havana  Coal  Co. 
is  made  several  efforts  to  have 
irges  built  for  the  trip.  Should  the 
ip  be  successful  a  large  order  will 
j  placed  with  the  bridge  company  for 
lore  barges,  and  a  regular  schedule 
E  ocean  trips  to  Havana  may  be  ar- 
inged. 

Practically  every  railroad  in  Pitts- 
urg  will  'place  contracts  within  the 
ext  month  for  additional  freight  car 
luipment,  the  total  cost  of  which  is 
stimated  at  several  millions  of  dol- 
irs.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad  has 
iken  the  lead  in  this  matter,  having 
ivited  bids  for  5,000  new  box  cars._  It 
1  reported  that  the  Pennsylvania  lines 
'est,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Wa- 
ash  and  the  Pitttsburg  &  Lake  Erie 
muld  also  ask  for  bids  on  new  eqinp- 
lent  within  the  next  few  weeks.  The 
uffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  appro- 
riated  $1,000,000  for  freight  car  equip- 
lent  about  si.x  weeks  ago,  and  it  is 
inderstood  a  much  larger  sum  will 
e  necessary  to  purchase  the  new 
quipment  required  to  handle  the  in- 
reased  traffic.  An  interesting  feature 
1  connection  with  these  contracts  for 
ew  cars  is  that  no  wooden  cars  will 
e  ordered.  This  means  that  the  ma- 
ority  at  least  of  the  cars  to  be  built 


will  be  used  in  the  carrying  of  coal 
and  coke. 

Judge  James  S.  Young,  sitting  in 
Common  Pleas  Court  No.  3,  on  De¬ 
cember  twenty-third,  took  up  the  hear¬ 
ing  in  the  appeal  of  the  Allegheny 
Coal  Co.,  from  the  .decision  of  the 
Commission  of  Mine  Inspectors,  in 
which  the  company  ask  leave  to  install 
open  lights  and  electric  apparatus  m 
the  Harwich  mine.  This  case  was  up 
for  hearing  some  weeks  ago  and  alter 
a  partial  hearing  was  continued  until 
a  later  date.  Two  insoectors  were  on 
the  stand  to  describe  the  condijbons 
prevailing  in  the  Harwich  mine.  1  hey 
were  Isaac  G.  Roby  and  Chauncey  B. 
Ross,  and  both  testified  to  the  presence 
of  gas  in  the  Harwich  mine,  but  Koss 
said  that  a  number  of  gaseous  mines 
in  his  district  have  onen  lights  and 
electric  machinery.  The  Allegheny 
Coal  Co.,  owenrs  of  the  now  famous 
Harwich  mine,  have  been  endpvoring 
to  get  the  right  to  operate  their  mines 
along  the  latest  and  most  modern 
methods,  and  they  claim  that  they  have 
been  deterred  by  the  actions  of  the 
state  authorities. 

Where  China  Leads. 

In  the  possession  of  coal  deposits  no 
country  in  the  world,  a  German  trade 
authority  declares,  can  equal  China. 
In  all  North  America  the  coal  deposits 
are  estimated  to  be  681,000,000,000  tons, 
but  in  one  province  of  China  the  depos¬ 
its  are  said  to  be  almost  double  those 
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figures.  While  China  is  supposed  to 
have  inexhaustible  supplies  of  coal,  the 
deposits  in  all  of  Asia  are  described  as 
so  vast  that  even  an  approximation  is 
not  possible.  The  deposits  of  North 
America  are  greater  than  those  of  Ger¬ 
many,  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria, 
Russia  and  Belgium  combined,  and  near¬ 
ly  equal  to  the  total  for  all  Europe. 
According  to  the  figures  submitted, 
Germany  has  enough  coal  to  last  two 
thousand  years  at  the  present  rate  of 
consumption,  but  Great  Britain  will  be 
exliausted  in  the  relatively  sliort  period 
of  four  hundred  years.  In  Siberia, 
Russia  has  vast  deposits  of  unestimated 
extent,  but  from  present  indications 
she  will  have  no  difficulty  in  keeping 
things  warm  for  a  long  time  without 
drawing  on  these  resoiirces. 
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Office  of  The  Beack  Diamond^ 
Columbus,  Ohio,  Dec.  27. 

,  Nearly  all  coal  men  claim  that  the 
lirevailing  cold_  wave,  though  not  ex¬ 
tremely  severe  in  character,  is  having  a 
htioyant  influence  on  the  market.  Its 
arrival  is  conceded  to  have  been  timely, 
as  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  main¬ 
tain  prices  much  longer  in  face  of  the 
warm  weather  that  has  existed  through- 
o(it  the  greater  part  of  December. 

A  bearish  feeling  among  dealers,  who 
are  not  acustomed  to  $2.00  coal,  was 
offset  early  in  the  season  by  an  almost 
certainty  of  hardship  in  having  their  or¬ 
ders  cared  for,  owing  to  the  car  short¬ 
age  and  the  reasonable  expectation  of  a 
seasonable  winter.  While  the  former 
has  been  remedied  only  fitfully,  lack  of 
sfiow  and  cold  had  begun  to  create  a 
weakening  of  faith  in  prices  being  able 
td  stay  at  their  present  high  mark. 

Dependence  on  Local  Business. 

The  Hocking  market  has  felt  no  thrill 
from_  reported  coal  famines  in  distant 
localities,  though  some  such  sensation 
wias  anticipated  as  being  liable  to  come 
thjrough  the  medium  of  Chicago  job¬ 
bers.  Trade  from  the  latter  quarter  has 
been  disappointing.  Instead  of  the 
looked-for  premium  prices,  reports  are 
received  from  the  Windy  City  of  de¬ 
murrage  coal  and  a  generally  spiritless 
state  of  affairs,  so  far  as  demands  upon 
this  market  are  concerned. 

Some  continued  snappy  winter  weath^ 
cr  within  the  territory  reached  by  the 
Columbus  traveling  salesmen  is  what 
the  local  trade  is  most  concerned  about. 
Sufficient  inroads  have  been  made  upon 
the  early  stocks  of  dealers  to  again  cre¬ 
ate  a  very  active  demand  if  a  few  cold 
waves  should  come  treading  upon  each 
other’s  heels. 

The  market  for  steam  coals  is  steady. 
Run-of-mine  is  quoted  on  circular  at 
$1.65  and  nut,  pea  and  slack  at  $1.10, 
the  prices  ranging  down  from  these  fig¬ 
ures  for  extra  .grades  to  $3.25  and  90c 
respectively. 

Transportation  Conditions  About  the 
Same. 

If  there  has  been  any  change  in  the 
car  supply  within  the  past  week  for  the 
Hocking  Valley  it  is  in  the  way  of  a 
slight  improvement.  Most  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  operators  represented  in  Columbus 
report  a  reverse  condition.  This  is  at¬ 
tributed  to  a  very  active  demand,  with 
better  prices,  in  the  east,  which  attracts 
tonnage  in  that  direction.  For  the  Hock¬ 
ing  the  per  cent  ranges  between  forty 
and  fifty  per  cent,  while  for  some  West 
Virginia  points  it  is  as  low  as  fifteen 
per  cent. 

The  Hocking  Car  Distribution 
Controversy. 

Local  operators  are  still  worked  up 
over  the_  recently  announced  policy  of 
the  Hocking  Valley  railroad  not  to  count 
cars  used  for  railroad  fuel  in  the  regular 
apportionment.  The  road  in  question 
has  issued  a  circular  offering  to  divide 
its  contract  with  all  the  mines  of  the 
district. 

In  reply  to  the  charge  that  it  is  play¬ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  a  favored  com¬ 
pany  by  its  proposed  change  of  rules, 
the  railroad  states  that  there  is  a  ten¬ 
dency  on  the  part  of  certain  operators 
not  to  supply  railroad  coal,  because  of 
the  shortage  of  cars,  and  by  taking  cars 
for  this  class  of  tonnage  out  of  the 
quota  it  will  make  it  easy  for  all  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  such  business. 

In  the  circular  letter  referred  to  C.  B. 
Duffy,  the  purchasing  agent,  asks  that 
all  ^  operators  to  commit  themselves  on 
their  willingness,  or  otherwise,  to  enter 
into  contract  for  1907,  the  coal  to  be 


furnished  in  accordance  with  the  rail¬ 
road  company’s  requisition  from  time  to 
time,  such  requisitions  to  be  given  pref¬ 
erence  over  all  commercial  or  other  coal 
business,  the  cars  furnished  for  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fuel  not  to  be  counted  against 
the  mine  furnishing  same  in  the  general 
distribution  of  coal  cars. 

The  company  specifies  that  it  will  pay 
for  all  such  coal  of  standard  quality  the 
following  prices:  Run-of-mine,  $1.00 
for  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds;  three- 
quarter-inch,  $1.10;  lump,  $1.20.  All 
coal  is  to  be  subject  to  the  usual  in¬ 
spection. 

Whatever  may  be  the  outcome  of  the 
matter,  there  is  at  present  a  consider¬ 
able  line-up  of  opposition,  and  it  looks 
as  though  the  courts  will  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  settle  it.  Operators  who 
do_  a  large  railroad  contract  business 
claim  that  an  injustice  is  worked  by  the 
present  rules,  as  a  limited  portion  of 
their  product  is  allowed  to  reach  the 
general  market,  with  its  larger  profits. 

A  secondary  question  is  involved  in 
the  controversy,  that  as  to  whether  the 
Hocking  Valley  has  a  right  to  furnish 
cars  to  the  operators  on  the  K.  &  M. 
line.  While  the  two  roads  are  owned 
by  the  same  interests  they  are  for  the 
present  at  least  being  conducted  as  in¬ 
dependent  lines,  this  arrangement  to 
continue  until  the  legality  of  the  pend¬ 
ing  merger  has  been  passed  upon.  The 
T.  &  O.  C.,  another  arm  of  the  same 
system,  will  probably  also  he  called  upon 
to  show  its  right  to  furnish  cars  to  the 
K.  &  M. 

Private  Car  Privilege  Knocked  Out. 

What  is  claimed  by  coal  men  to  be 
one  of  the  most  important  decisions  in 
years  was  handed  down  on  Saturday 
last  by  the  State  Railway  Commission. 
It  sustains  the  petition  of  the  Haring- 
Wilson  Coal  Co.  and  the  South  Massil¬ 
lon  Coal  Co.  against  the  Wheeling  &  ' 
Lake  Erie  Railroad  Co.,  relative  to  the 
right  of  the  latter  to  withhold  private 
cars_  owned  by  coal  companies  from 
sharing  in  the  general  distribution  of 
cars. 

The  case  is  very  complicated  in  its 
various  connections  and  the  finding  of 
the  commission  goes  into  a  mass  of  de¬ 
tail,  but  the  gist  of  the  matter  is  that  no 
coal  company  owning,  or  claiming  to 
own,  individual  cars,  will  have  any  ad¬ 
vantage  from  such  fact  in  the  way  of 
receiving  its  regular  quota  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  exclusive  use  of  cars  bearing  its 
name. 

The  decision  is  regarded  as  a  victorv 
by  the  ordinary  operator,  one  which  will 
check  the  tendency  toward  special  privi¬ 
leges  in  favor  of  the  big  corporations 
and  is  expected  to  have  far-reaching 
results  on  the  whole  question  of  car 
distribution.  It  is  looked  upon  as  a 
precedent  which  will  aflPect  future  legis¬ 
lation.  There  is  a  probability  that  the 
case  may  be  carried  to  the  supreme  court 
by  the  railroad  companies. 

It  is  reported  that  Columbus  is  to 
have  a  new  coal  road  next  year  by 
the  extension  of  a  line  known  as  the 
Columbus  &  Southern  which  now  runs 
from  Wyandotte  to  South  Bloomville, 
Ohio,  into  this  city.  The  southern  ter¬ 
minus  will  also  be  advanced  south  to 
the  Ohio  river,  intersecting  some  of  the 
best  undeveloped  coal  territory  in  the 
state.  The  road  has  recently  passed  into 
the  hands  of  eastern  capitalists,  with  E. 

B,  Bingham,  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  as  one 
of  the  active  representatives. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL 
NOTES. 

Articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Glous- 
ter  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  have 
"been  filed  by  IT.  E.  Ixjomis,  Maude  Edna 


Smith,  J.  Will  smith,  B.  L.  Barger  and 
K.  A.  Upstill.  The  capital  stock  is 
$.30,000.  The  concern  will  take  over  the 
Sedalia  mine,  in  the  Hocking  Valley, 
which  has  been  in  the  hands  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver  for  several  months  past. 

Several  Columbus  coal  men  were  at 
I’itstburg  last  week  attending  the  winter 
session  of  the  Coal  Mining  Institute  of 
America. 

A  party  of  several  coal  men  of  Pom¬ 
eroy,  Ohio,  who  operate  small  wagon 
mines,  were  before  the  State  Railway 
Commission  last  week,  in  company  with 
their  attorney  asking  relief  for  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  the  railroads  to  furnish  them 
equipment.  Columbus  jobbers  are  in¬ 
terested  in  the  matter,  as  much  of  this 
coal,  which  is  of  good  quality,  is  sold 
through  local  concerns,  some  of  which 
maintain  buyers  at  the  mines. 

The  Columbus  municipal  lighting  plant 
was  compelled  to  suspend  operations 
for  several  hours  one  night  last  week 
through  lack  of  coal.  Several  accidents 
on  ‘the  street,  directly  attributable  to 
the  prevailing  darkness,  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  that  the  plant  was  dis¬ 
abled,  one  man  being  killed  by  a  street 
car  colliding  with  a  buggv  in  which  he 
was  riding.  The  company  has  depended 
on  replenishing  its  needs  direct  from 
the  cars,  instead  of  keeping  coal  in  stor¬ 
age.  An  order  has  been  issued  requir¬ 
ing  that  the  latter  plan  be  followed. 

The  Black  Diamond  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  which  has  maintained  offices  in  the 
Wyandotte  building,  although  its  mines 
have  been  idle  for  a  considerable  period, 
has  been  purchased  by  a  committee  of 
eastern  men  who  represent  the  bond¬ 
holders.  Its  mines  are  located  in  Athens 
county  and  constitute  a  valuable  prop¬ 
erty.  Owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  to  give  it  switching 
facilities  and  furnish  it  with  cars,  it  was 
compelled  to  go  into  the  hands  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver.  A  new  line,  known  as  the  Ram¬ 
sey  road,  which  is  being  built  from  the 
lakes  to  the  river,  will  give  the  mines 
a  needed  outlet.  The  company  will  be 
reorganized,  and  it  is  believed  that  it  can 
be  converted  into  a  good  paying  invest¬ 
ment.  The  stock  is  largely  held  by  Co¬ 
lumbus  capitalists. 

V 

Falls  400  Feet. 

Joseph  Schroeder  fell  four  hundred 
feet  into  the  air  shaft  of  an  abandoned 
coal  working.  A  companion,  William 
Kalbach,  went  for  help,  but  it  was  many 
hours  before  Schroeder  could  be 
brought  to  the  surface.  Schroeder  was 
found  to  be  little  the  worse  for  his 
tumble. 


Car  Shortage  ? 

Lot_  of  30-ton  Hopper  Coal  Cars,  Westg. 
air  brakes,  auto,  coups.  Pass  rigid 
M.  C,  B.  inspection. 

Lot.  of  26-ton  ^Flat  Bottom  Gondolas 
with  2  drops  in  Boor.  Piped  for  air 
and  band  brakes. 

Lot  of  26-ton  Flat  Bottom  Gondolas, 
86  ft.  3  in.  long.  Piped  for  air  and 
hand  brakes. 

™  to  suit. 
Would  suggest  action  by  wire. 

Locomotives,  cars,  steam  shovels  of 
every  description.  Contractors’  outfits 
Correspondence  solicited. 

THE  MALES  CO. 

26  Corllandl  SL.  1507  1st  Nal’l  Bk.  Bldg., 
New  York.  N.  Y.  Cincinnati.  Ohiof 


A.  B.  Willson  Jas.  A.  Hsnehoy  C.  S.  Bians 

Cbe  Capitol  Coal  $, 
Coke  Company 

miners  and  shippers 

Pocahontas,  Youjhiogheny.  Thacker, 
Hocking.  Capitol  Splint  and  West¬ 
moreland  Gas  Coal,  Foundry,  Furnace 
and  Domestic  Coke 

Columbus  Ssvlngs  snd  Trust  Building 

COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


[Deceinlier  29 


QAVID  J.  LEVI, 

CcHTiFico  Public 

Accountant 

2356  INDIANA  AVt. 

Phone  Calumet  2116 

CHICAGO 

BUST  S.  WYETH,  President 

A.  EBNEST  WASUBUIN,  Gen  t  Manager 

Kanawha  and  Ohio 
Fuel  Co. 

Miners  ar\d  Shippers  of 

COAL  ©end  COKE 

Kanawha  Split  and  Gas, 

New  River  Smokeleas  Coal 

Jackson,  Hockiog  and  PIttsbarg  No.  8 
Fnrnace,  Ponodry  and 
Crushed  Coke 


405,  406  Hayden  Bldg. 
Columbus,  Ohio 


Mine  31.  - Shafer  Mine 

New  York  Coal  Co. 

General  Offices 
Columbus.  Ohio 

C.  W.  Thompson,  Secy-Treas. 

Detroit  Office :  88-90  Griswold  Street 
H.  0.  Merideth,  Vice-Pres. 

Miners  and  Shippers 

Superior  Thick  Vein 
Hocking  Coal 


Our  Leader:— •■Manhattan” 
lump  rescreened,  prepared 
especially  for  the  retail  trade 


Steam  users  will  find  our  coal  supe¬ 
rior  and  our  shipments  regular  and 
satisfactory.  Write  us  for  prices. 


Sunday  Creek 

Company 

« 

PRODUCERS 

Sunday  Creek 
Hocking  Coal 

Kanawha.  Splint 

Steam  and  Gas  Coal 


General  Offices: 

OUTLOOK  BUILDING 
COLUMBUS.  OHIO 


SOOT-I-CIDE 

Destroys  Soot,  Cleans  Flues, 
Prevents  Smoke 

Makes  soft  coal  burn  as  cleanly 
as  anthracite.  •'Tw'o  (2)  pound 
pkg.  retails  for  twenty-five  (25) 
cents.  r  50  per  cent  and  the 
friendship  of  every  soft  coal  user 
is  the  profit  for  the  dealer.  Packed 
for  shipment  in  2  and  4  dozen 
cases. 

SOOT-I-CIDE  MFC.  CO. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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